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Entsbsd  aooording  to  Act  of  Gongresfl,  in  the  year  1856,  by 

D.  APPLETON  AND  COMPANT, 

in  the  Cleik*8  Office  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Soathem  District  of  New  York. 


SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS -SECOND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES* 


Mo]!n>AT,  Ifovember  18, 1820. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  raeet- 
ing  of  Congrefis,  Thomas  Dougherty,  the  Clerk, 
and  the  following  membens  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats, 

JFVom  Krto Hamptkire — Joseph  Bnffiim,  jr.,  Josiah 
Butler,  Clifton  Clagett,  WiUiam  Plumer,  jr.,  and  Na- 
thaniel UpiuuL 

From  J^oimidfcttMf/.*— Benjamin  Adams,  Samuel 
C.  Allen,  Joshna  Cushman,  Timothy  Fuller,  Maxk 
I^  HiU,  Jonas  Kendall,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Marcos  Mor- 
tnn,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  James  Parker,  and  Henry 
Shaw. 

Frtm  Jihode  Itktnd—Sanmel  Eddy,  and  Nafhaniel 
Hazard. 

Frvm  CcMHeeUevt — Heniy  W.  Edwards,  Samnel 
A.  Foot,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  EUsha  Phelps,  John 
Knas,  James  Stevens,  and  Gideon  Tomllnson. 

Frfjm  Vermoni. — Samnel  C.  Crafts,  Bollin  C. 
Mallaiy,  Ezra  Meech,  Maik  lUchards,  and  William 
Strong. 

From  Ken  Tbrlb^Nathaiiiel  Allen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Walter  Case,  Robert  Claik,  Jacob  H.  De  Witt,  John 
D.  Dickinson,  John  Fay,  V^liam  D.  Ford,  Ezra  C. 
<trosa,  Aaron  Hac^ley,  Jan.,  George  Hall,  Henry 
Meigs,  Robert  MoneU,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan 
Bkhnumd,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Randall  S.  Street,  James 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H. 
Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
and  Silas  Wood. 

From  New  Jeney — ^Ephraim  Bateman,  Joseph 
Bloomfield,  Charles  Kinsey,  John  Jinn,  and  Bernard 

yrmPmmiylvoma — Henry  Baldwin,  William  Dar^ 
lington,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  Samnel 
GroM,  joaeph  Hemphill,  Jacob  Hibshman,  Jacob 
Hostetter,  WiDiam  P.  Macky,  David  Marohand, 
Kohert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  John  Murray,  Thomas 
PattenoD,  Bobert  Philson,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John 
Sergeant,  and  James  M.  Wallace. 

/Vwa  Delaware — ^Lonis  McLane. 

FromMvyUmd — Stevenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  little,  Samnel  Ringgold,  Samnel  Smith,  and 
Heiii7R.Waificld. 

From  Fijymt»— Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, Wimam  A.  Bnrwell,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  James 


Jones,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hngh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Randolph,  Ballaid  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Thomas  V.  Swearingen,  George  Tucker, 
and  Jared  Williama 

FYom  North  Carolina — John  Culpeper,  Weldon  N. 
Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  Jesse  Slocum,  James  S.  Smith,  Felix  Walker, 
and  Lewis  Williama 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Brevard,  William 
Lowndes,  John  McCreary,  James  Overstreet,  and 
Starling  Tucker. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  and  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 

From  Kentudy — ^Richard  C.  Anderson,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Alney  McLean,  Thomas  Metcalfe, 
George  Robertson,  and  David  Trimble. 

From  Tennemee — ^Newton  Cannon,  Francis  Jones, 
and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — ^Philemon  Beecher,  Henry  Brush, 
John  W.  Campbell,  and  John  Sloan. 

From  Louisiana — Thomas  Butler. 

From  Indiana — ^William  Hendricks. 

From  Illinois— Darnel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — John  CrowelL* 

The  following  new  members  also  appeared, 
to  wit: 

From  Massachusetts,  William  Eitbtis,  in  the 
room  of  Edward  Dowse,  resigned : 

From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  G.  MoCullouqh, 
in  the  room  of  David  Fnllerton,  resigned : 

From  Virginia,  John  0.  Gb/lt,  in  the  room 
of  James  Johnson,  resigned ;  Edwabd  B.  Jaok- 
SON,  in  the  room  of  James  Pindall,  resigned ; 
and  Thomas  L.  Moorb,  in  the  room  of  George 
F.  Strother,  resigned : 

From  Kentucky,  Thomas  Montoomebt,  in 
the  room  of  Tunstall  Qaarles,  resigned;  and 
Francis  Johnson,  in  the  room  of  David  Walker, 
deceased : 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats. 

John  Scoot,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  and  James  Woodson  Bates,  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Clerk  having  announced  that  a  quorum 
of  the  House  was  present,  said  that  he  nad  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Henbt  Clat,  late 
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I^voeedkiffs. 


[NOYEMBSB,  1820. 


Speaker  of  this  Honse,  which,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  he  read  as  follows : 

LEZHfOTON,  Er.,  October  28,  1820. 

Sib:  I  will  thaok  you  to  commtinicate  to  the 
House  of  Bepreaentatiyes,  that,  owing  to  imperious 
drcumstances,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  upon  it 
until  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  to  respectfully 
ask  it  to  aUow  me  to  resign  the  office  of  its  Speaker, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  and  to  consider  this 
as  the  act  of  my  resignation.  I  beg  the  House  also 
to  permit  me  to  reiterate  the  expression  of  my  sin- 
cere acknowledgments  and  unaffected  gratitude  for 
the  distinguished  consideration  which  it  has  uniform- 
ly manifested  for  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your 
faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 

Thomas  Douoherty,  Esq. 

Gerk  o/ihe  House  of  Repre»aUative». 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NKwroir,  the  letter  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Journal  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.,  the  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  declared  that,  as  this  was  an  elec- 
tion to  be  made  from  amongst  members  of  the 
House,  no  previous  nomination  was  necessary. 
No  nomination,  therefore,  was  made. 

Messrs.  Nbwtok  and  Moselt  being  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  count  the  ballots,  reported 
that  the  votes  were — ^For  John  W.  Taylor  40 ; 
for  William  Lowndes  84 ;  for  Samuel  Smith  27  ; 
for  John  Sergeant  18 ;  for  Hugh  Nelson  10 ; 
scattering  8. 

Sixty-seven  votes  being  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  no  member  having  the  requisite  mcyority, 
a  second  ballot  took  place ;  when  the  votes 
were  thus  reported:  For  Mr.  Taylor  49;  for 
Mr.  Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  25 ;  for  Mr. 
Sergeant  18 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  being  yet  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  a  farther  ballot,  when  the  votes  given 
in  were  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  56 ;  for 
Mr.  Taylor  60 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  16 ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 11 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  yet  made,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  a  fourth  time,  when  the  fol- 
lowing result  was  reported :  For  Mr.  Lowndes 
61 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  60;  for  Mr.  Smith  11 ;  scat- 
tering 3. 

No  one  having  yet  a  majority  of  all  the  votes, 
a  fifth  ballot  took  place,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows :  For  Mr.  Taylor  66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  68  ; 
for  Mr.  Smith  8 ;  scattering  2. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn ;  nnd  the  question  thereon  being 
put  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  a  sixth 
time ;  and  the  votes,  beine  counted,  stood  thus : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  67 ;  for  Mi\  Lowndes  61 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  7 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  another 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  vote 
thereon  was — for  a^ourning  66,  against  it  68. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn,  and  another 
ballot  was  held,  which  resulted  as  follows: 


For  Mr.  Taylor  62 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  67 ;  for 
Mr!  Smith  16 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ayes  71.  And  the  Clerk  adjourned  the 
House  to  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TuBSDAT,  November  14. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit: 

From  New  Hampshire,  Arthur  Li^ermorr  ,• 
from  Massachusetts,  Martin  Kinsley;  from 
New  Jersey,  Henry  Southard  ;  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Christian  Tarr;  from  Maryland,  Ra- 
phael Neale;  from  Virginia,  William  Leb 
Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  and  William  MoCoy  ; 
from  South  Carolina,  Elias  Earle  ;  from  Ten- 
nessee, John  Cooke  ;  and  from  Ohio,  Thomas 
R.  Ross. 

The  House  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  bal- 
lot again  for  a  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Clay,  resigned.  The  votes  having 
been  counted,  Mr.  Newton  reported,  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  was  149 ;  of  which  Y5 
were  necessary  to  a  choice ;  that  the  votes  were : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  64 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  64 ;  for 
Mr.  Smith  88 ;  scattering  1. 

No  one  having  a  mrnority  of  all  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  the  ninth  time ;  when 
it  appeared  that  the  votes  were :  For  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  47 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  33 ; 
scattering  1. 

Naelection  having  yet  taken  place,  the  Honse 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  tenth  time ;  ond  the 
result  was  declared  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Taylor 
64 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  60 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  25 ; 
scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  Honse 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  eleventh  time ;  when 
the  following  result  was  pronounced :  For  Mr. 
Taylor  61 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  60 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
81 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  6 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  Honse 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  twelfth  time ;  and 
the  result  was  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Smith  63  ; 
for  Mr.  Taylor  47 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  28 ;  for  Mr. 
Sergeant  19 ;  for  Mr.  Tomlinson  8 ;  scattering^. 

The  thirteenth  ballot  resulted  scs  follows :  For 
Mr.  Smith  48 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  82 ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 82 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  80 ;  scattering  8. 

The  fourteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 
For  Mr.  Smith  42;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  87;  for 
Mr.  Sergeant  85;  for  Mr.  Taylor  27;  scatter- 
ings. 

The  fifteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows  :  For 
Mr.  Lowndes  66 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  82 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  27;  for  Mr.  Taylor  26 ;  scattering  6. 

No  one  yet  having  a  minority  of  the  votes,  a 
further  ballot  was  declared  necessary ;  when  (it 
being  half-past  8  o'clock), 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived. 

The  sixteenth  ballot  then  took  place,  and  was 
as  follows:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  68 :  for  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 80 ;  for  Mr,  Sergeant  24;  for  Mr.  Smith  23. 
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Thn  ballot  having  been  also  inefiectaal ;  an- 
other motion  was  made  to  adjoorn,  but  without 
success. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  seventeenth 
ballot^  which  resulted  as  follows — 7^  necessary 
to  a  choice:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  72;  for  Mr. 
Taylor  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  17 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant 
11. 

No  election  being  made,  the  House  went  into 

the  eighteenth  ballot,  when  the  following  result 

t     was  annonnced — 78  necessary  to  a  choice  :  For 

Mr.  Lowndes  66 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  65 ;  for  Mr. 

Smith  21 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  2. 

N'o  one  having  yet  a  minority  of  the  votes, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  nineteenth  ballot, 
which  resulted  as  follows — 73  necessary  to  a 
choice:  For  Mr.  Taylor  66;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
65 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  14. 

This  ballot  being  also  ineffectual ;  a  motion 
was  made  to  a^ourn,  which  motion  prevailed, 
ayes  76 — ^and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


WsDiTESDAT,  November  15. 

Several  other  members  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Vermont,  Charles  Rich;  from  Penn- 
sT^lvania,  Gsobgb  Deknison;  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Charles 
Fisheb;  and  from  South  Carolina,  Eldbed  Sim- 
KDra. 

Election  of  Speaker. 

The  House,  haWng  been  called  to  order  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceeded  to  ballot,  thd  twen- 
tieth time,  for  a  Speaker,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
day,  resigned. 

The  votes  having  been  counted,  it  appeared 
that  the  number  of  votes  given  in  was  141 — 
neccssaiy  to  a  choice  71.  Of  which  there 
were:  For  Mr.  Taylor  67;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
65 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  8 ;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  the  twenty-first  time;  when, 
the  result  was  declared  as  follows :  Whole  num- 
ber of  votes  147 — ^necessary  to  a  choice  74.  Of 
which  there  were :  For  Mr.  Taylor  78 ;  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  42 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  82. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  the  House 
was  about  to  ballot  again ;  when 

Mr.  Little  rose,  and,  remarking  on  the  ex- 
traordinary aspect  of  the  present  proceedings  of 
the  HoQse ;  the  necessity  for  choosing  a  Speak- 
er; the  uncertainty,  under  present  appearances, 
vhea  a  choice  would  be  made ;  the  weariness 
cf  the  House  at  these  repeated  ballotings,  &c. — 
moTed,  that  the  House  do  come  to  a  resolution, 
that  the  lowest  on  each  ballot  should  be  drop- 
ped at  the  succeeding  ballot,  and  that  any  votes 
giv-en  for  such  lowest  person  should  not  be 
taken  into  account. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House,  after  reading  the 
feeolve,  ezpreased  doubts  of  the  power  of  the 
House  to  pass  such  a  resolution,  consistently 
with  the  roles  established  for  its  government. 


Mr.  Randolph  made  it  a  point  of  order  whe- 
ther the  Clerk  had  any  right  to  express  to  the 
House  his  opinion  of  tiieir  powers,  or  to  decide 
for  them  what  was,  or  was  not,  in  order. 

The  Clebk  declared,  that,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion by  baJlot,  he  could  not  receive  this  motion. 

Some  brief  debate  took  place  on  the  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Randolph  protesting  against  what 
he  pronounced  an  assuqiption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Clerk,  and  asserting  the  right  of 
any  member  to  propound  any  question  to  the 
House  through  the  Clerk,  the  Speaker's  Chair 
being  vacant^  or  from  himself,  if  he  thought 
proper. 

Other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Stores,  Mr.  Little, 
Mr.  Sebobant,  Mr.  Mesoeb,  and  Mr.  LrvsH- 
MORB,  expressed  their  opinions,  and  the  follow- 
ing rule  of  the  House  was  read : 

"  In  all  other  cases  of  ballot  than  for  committees, 
a  majority  of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to 
an  election ;  and,  when  there  shall  not  be  such  a  ma- 
jority on  the  first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated 
until  a  majorit]^  be  obtamed." 

Mr.  Lfttle,  asserting  his  right  to  make  the 
motion,  yet,  not  desiring  to  prolong  discussion 
in  regard  to  it,  waived  the  moving  of  it  himself. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  the 
twenty-second  time.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  was  148 — 76  necessary  to  a  choice.  The 
votes  were— For  Mr.  Taylor  76;  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  27  ;  scattering  1. 

So  John  W.  Taylor,  Esq^  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  was  elected 
Speaker;  and,  having  been  conducted  to  the 
Chair  by  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Moselt,  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  5  I  approach  the  station  to  which  yoar 
favor  invites  me,  greatly  dlstrosting  my  ability  to 
fulfil  yonr  just  expectations.  Although  the  duties  of 
the  Chair  have  become  less  arduous  by  improvements 
in  its  practice  during  the  administration  of  my  dis* 
tinguished  predecessor,  I  should  not  venture  to  assume 
their  responsibilities  without  a  firm  reliance  on  your 
indulgent  support  In  aU  deliberative  assemblies, 
the  preservation  of  order  must  depend  in  a  greater 
degree  upon  the  members  at  large  than  upon  any 
efforts  of  a  presiding  officer.  The  forbearance  and 
decorum  which  characterized  this  House  in  its  for- 
mer session,  at  a  period  of  peculiar  excitement,  aflbrd 
of  their  continued  exercise  a  happy  anticipation.  For 
the  confidence  with  which  you  have  honored  me,  be 
pleased  to  accept  my  profound  acknowledgments. 
In  my  best  endeavors  to  merit  your  apptrobatioo, 
which  shall  not  be  intermitted,  I  can  promise  noth- 
ing more  than  diligence,  and  a  constant  aim  at  im- 
partiality. I  can  hope  for  nothing  greater  than  that 
these  endeavors  may  not  prove  altogether  unavailing. 

The  new  members  having  been  sworn  in — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  thereof  was 
formed,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  a 
similar  message  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  also,  a  committee 
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was  appointed,  jointly  with  snch  committee  as 
should  be  appointed  bj  the  Senate,  to  wait 
npon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  have  to  make  to  them. 


Thubsday,  November  16. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Massachusetts,  Waltsb  Foloeb,  Jr. ; 
from  North  Carolina,  Hutohinb  G.  Bubtok; 
and  from  Georgia,  Josl  Cbawfobd  and  Robert 
Rathond  Rbid. 

Constitution  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  SooTT  laid  before  the  House  a  manu- 
script attested  copy  of  the  constitution  formed 
on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  the  conven- 
tion assembled  at  St.  Louis,  in  tibe  Territory  of 
Missouri,  for  the  government  of  the  contem- 
plated State  of  that  name ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  Lowimss,  'Mv. 
Seboeakt,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 


Monday,  November  20. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Virginia,  John  Floyd  and  Skvebn  E. 
Pabkeb  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  Hbnby  H.  Bb  yak 
and  Robert  Allen. 

Solomon  Sibley  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Territorv  of  Michigan,  in  the 
room  of  William  W.  Woodbridge,  resigned. 


"Wednesday,  November  22. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Charles  Pinoeney,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Seduction  of  Expenditures. 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  presented  to  the  Chair 
the  following  series  of  propositions : 

1.  Resolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  •  annual 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  reduced ;  that, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is  further 

2.  Reeolvedj  That  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  abolition  of  -which  would  not  be  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest,  shall  be  abolished. 

8.  Resolved^  That  the  salaries  of  aU  civil  officers 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the 
year  1809  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at  that 
period. 

4.  Resolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  preserving 
snch  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regard  to 
that  number,  as  may  be  required  by  the  public  inter- 
est ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general  staff 
IB  may  be' required  by  the  state  of  the  Army  when 
reduced  as  herein  proposed. 

5.  Resolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appro- 


priations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  shall  be  so 
made  as  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  extending 
the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  completed. 

6.  Retolvedf  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

7.  Jteaolvedj  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  ao- 
tiye  senice  one-half  the  naval  force  now  employed, 

and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary.  ^ 

8th  Resolution  refers  the  subjects  of  the  preceding 
resolves  to  the  proper  standing  and  select  committees^ 
to  bring  in  bills  pursuant  thereto. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
resolutions — 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  bring 
on  the  discussion  of  them  at  this  time,  having 
presented  them  by  way  of  notice  to  members, 
that  they  might  be  prepared  to  discuss  aod  de- 
cide on  them  when  called  up.  He  was  not 
even  himself  prepared  at  this  moment  to  give 
his  views  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  these  res- 
olutions ;  nor  did  he  know  that  the  House 
ought  to  proceed  to  act  on  them,  until  it  shoold 
have  received,  first,  the  annual  report  of  the 
Treasury,  and,  secondly,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  "War,  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  of  a  plan  whereupon 
a  reduction  of  the  Army  might  be  advanta- 
geously made.  To  place  these  resolves  in  a  sit- 
uation which  would  enable  him  to  call  them  up 
at  any  time,  he  moved  their  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.    Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thxtbsday,  November  28. 

Missouri  State  Constitution — Citizenship  of 

Free  Colored  Persons. 

Mr.  LowDNEs,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  constitution  formed  for 
their  govemmeut  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  de- 
livered in  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  not  supposed  themselves  bound  to 
inquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  re- 
ferred to  them  be  wise  or  liberal  The  grave  and 
difficult  question  as  to  the  restraints  which  should  be 
imposed  upon  the  power  of  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  itself  was  decided  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  and  the  committee  have  had  only  to  examine 
whe  Aer  the  provisions  of  the  act  have  been  complied 
with.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  they  have 
been.  The  propositions,  too,  which  were  offered  in 
the  same  act  to  tlie  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  people  of  Missouri,  have  all  been  accepted  by 
them.  But  there  remains  a  question  too  important 
to  be  overlooked. 

We  know  that  cases  must  often  arise  in  which  there 
may  be  a  doubt  whether  the  laws  or  constitution  of 
a  State  do  not  transcend  the  line  (sometimes  the  ob- 
scure line)  which  separates  the  powers  of  the  differ- 
ent governments  of  our  complex  system.  It  appears 
to  the  committee,  that,  in  general,  it  must  be  unwise 
in  Congress  to  antlc^te  judicial  decisions  by  the  ex- 
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pootion  of  an  equivocal  phrase,  and  that  it  would  be 
jet  mon  objectionable,  hj  deciding  on  the  powers  of 
a  Stite  joBt  emerged  from  tezritorial  dependence,  that 
it  shonld  give  the  weight  of  its  authority  to  an  opin> 
km  which  might  condemn  the  Ib,wb  and  constitations 
of  old,  as  well  as  sovereign  Statea  The  committee 
are  not  miaware  that  a  part  of  the  twentj-sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  ibhd  article  of  the  constitntion  of  Mis- 
iomi,  bj  which  the  Le^latnre  of  ihe  State  has  been 
dinoted  to  pass  laws  **  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mnlattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State," 
has  been  constmed  to  apply  to  snch  of  that  class  as 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  their  ex- 
chttton  has  been  deemed  repngnant  to  the  Federal 
ConstitntiaQ.  The  words  which  are  objected  to  are 
to  be  fimnd  in  tibe  laws  of  at  least  one  of  the  Middle 
Stately  (Delawaie,)  and  a  carefril  examination  of  the 
clause  might  perhaps  coontenance  the  opinion  that  it 
applies  to  the  laige  class  of  tree  negroes  and  mnlat- 
toes iriio  cannot  be  oonsiderod  as  the  citizens  of  any 
State.  Bat,  of  all  the  articles  in  onr  constitution, 
tbere  is  probably  not  one  more  difficolt  to  construe 
vd],  than  that  which  gives  to  the  citizens  of  each 
State  the  priyil^es  and  immnnities  of  citizens  of  the 
RTend  Stetes;  there  is  not  one,  an  attention  to 
whose  spirit  is  more  necessary  to  tiie  convenient  and 
bene6dal  connection  of  the  States;  nor  one  of  wlioh 
too  lane  a  oonstmction  would  more  completely  break 
down  Skor  defensive  power,  and  lead  more  directly 
to  fiiar  oonaolidation.  This  much,  indeed,  seems  to 
be  setded  by  the  established  constitutions  of  States 
m  every  section  of  the  Union ;  that  a  State  has  a 
ij^t  to  discziminate  between  the  white  and  the  black 
man,  both  in  respect  to  political  and  civil  privileges, 
tho^  both  be  citizens  of  another  State ;  to  give  to 
the  one,  for  instance,  the  right  of  voting  and  of  serv- 
bg  on  joriea,  which  it  reuses  to  the  other.  How 
fax  this  discrimination  may  be  carried,  is  obviously 
a  matter  of  nice  and  difficult  inquiry.  The  committee 
io  not  propose  to  engage  in  it.  They  believe  it  best, 
nhenerer  a  case  occnrs  which  must  necessarily  in- 
vohe  ^  dedsion  of  it,  that  it  should  be  remitted  to 
judicial  cognixanoe. 

Inddsview  (which  narrows  their  inquiries  and 
dsties)  ihe  committee  are  confirmed,  by  a  oonsider- 
ttkm  of  the  embarrassments  and  disasters  which  a 
different  eoorse  of  proceeding  might  sometimes  pro- 
dnee.    When  a  people  are  authorized  to  form  a  State, 
sad  do  80^  the  trammels  of  their  territorial  condition 
&11  dS.    They  have  performed  the  act  which  makes 
tiiem  sovereign  and  independent.    If  they  pass  an 
noonatitational  law,  and  we  leave  it,  as  we  should 
thst  of  another  State,  to  the  decision  of  a  judicial 
tribonal,  the  illegal  act  is  divested  of  its  force  by  the 
opaatioa  of  a  system  with  which  we  are  familiar, 
tbe  control  of  the  General  Government  is  exercised 
in  each  parttenlar  case,  in  support  of  individual  right, 
ttd^K  State  retains  the  ponditiou  which  it  has  just 
*f<)^BRd,  and  would  not  easily  renounce.    But  a  de- 
oauiW  f'ongresB  against  the  constitutionality  of  a 
]*V|iaedby  a  State  which  it  had  authorized  the 
<^^»HiAmcnt,  oonld  not  operate  directly  by  vacating 
the  kv;  nor  is  it  believcMi  that  it  oould  reduce  the 
^fXs  to  the  dependence  of  a  Territory.    In  these 
QwrnBtancea,  to  refuse  admission  into  the  Union  to 
nch  s  State,  is  to  refuse  to  extend  over  it  that  judi- 
cial aothority  which  might  vacate  the  obnoxious  law, 
>od  to  expose  all  the  interests  of  the  Government 
""ithm  the  territory  of  that  State,  to  a  Legislature 
sod  a  Judiciary,  the  only  checks  on  which  have  been 


abandoned.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Congress  shall 
determine  neither  to  expound  clauses  which  are  ob- 
scure, nor  to  decide  constitutional  questions  which 
must  be  difficult  and  perplexing,  equally  interesting 
to  old  States,  whom  our  construction  could  not,  as  to 
the  new,  whom  it  onghtnot  to  coerce,  the  rights  and 
duties  of  Missouri  w^  be  left  to  the  determination 
of  the  same  temperate  and  impartial  tribunal  which 
has  decided  the  confficting  chums,  and  received  the 
confidence,  of  the  other  States. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

This  TGpoTt  haying  been  read  by  the  Olerk, 
the  reaolntion  therein  referred  to  was  read,  as 
follows : 

Whereas,  in  pursuanco  of  an  act  of  Congress  pass- 
ed on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  entitled  "An  act  to  authonae 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territozy  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admisnon 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  ilaveiy  in  certain 
Temtories,"  the  peoplo  of  said  Territory  did,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  by  a  convention  called  for 
the  purpose,  fonn  for  themselves  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  which  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, so  formed,  is  republican,  and  in  c<mformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act : 

Be  ii  therefore  re$olved  by  Ihe  Senate  and  ffoute  of 
BepreaerUativet  of  tke  United  Statee  qf  Ameriea  m 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shaU 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the'  United 
States  of  America,  and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^nal  States,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever. 

Tlie  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Lowin>E8  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
Union,  which  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  act  upon  it  at  any  time  it  thought 
proper.  He  need  not  say,  that  there  was  no 
disposition  to  act  upon  this  subject  without  full 
notice  to  all  parties  concerned;  and  if  no  other 
person  did,  he  should  himself  when  proposing 
to  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  report,  give 
a  day  or  two  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 
Whilst  up,  he  took  occasion  to  say,  that  this  re- 
port, as  indeed  all  reports  of  committees,  must 
be  considered  as  the  act  of  a  minority  of  the 
committee,  and  not  as  ezpresmngtne  sentiments 
of  every  in^vidual  of  tbe  committee. 

The  reference  was  agreed  to. 


Fbidat,  November  24. 
Two  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
viz:  from  Maryland,  Thomas  Gulbbsth,  and 
from  Virginia,  John  Tyleb. 


Monday,  November  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from 
Ohbibtopheb  Rankin,  appeared,  and  took* 
seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Bbnjamin  Gobhaic,  elected  to  supply  the  va* 
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cancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jonathan 
Mason,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 


Tuesday,  November  28. 
Another  member,  to  witffrom  New  York, 
James  Guton,  jonior,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Friday,  December  1. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Garo- 
liDa,  WnxiAu  Davidson,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Vaccine  Institution, 
The  engrossed  biH  to  incorporate  the  Man- 
agers of  me  National  Vaccine  Institution,  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  of  its 


Mr.  liiYEBMOBE,  of  Ncw  Hampshire,  moved 
to  recommit  the  biU,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  being 
amended  in  one  particular,  and  thus  obviating 
the  only  objection  which  he  had  to  its  passage. 
His  object  was  to  incorporate  in  the  bill  the 
words  "  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 
There  was  not  a  general  agreement  of  opinion 
as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  corpo- 
rations to  pervade  the  United  States ;  but  there 
was  no  doubt  of  its  power  within  the  District, 
to  which  therefore  he  wished  expressly  to  limit 
the  corporate  authority  proposed  to  be  conferred 
by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  saw  no  un- 
oonstitutional  feature  in  the  bill,  which  he 
hoped,  therefore,  would  be  permitted  to  pass  as 
it  stood.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  aid  in 
the  eradication  of  the  small-pox  from  our 
country — an  object  which  all  must  admit  to  be 
not  only  innocent  but  laudable.  The  gentleman 
who  had  been  most  earnest  in  asking  from  Con- 
gress the  passage  of  this  bill,  had  devoted  him- 
self to  this  object  with  a  perseverance  seldom 
exceeded,  and  with  dedrable  success.  To  enable 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  this  matter,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  donations  of  charitable 
persons  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
necessary  that  a  company  should  be  incorporat- 
ed, with  power  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings. 

Mr.  Eekt,  of  Maryland,  sud,  the  genUeman 
from  New  Hampshire  appeared  to  be  under 
some  misapprehension  in  relation  to  the  bill 
first  read.  Bj  its  provisions,  said  Mr.  K.,  the 
National  Vaccine  Institution  is  to  be  established 
here,  and  this  provision  renders  unnecessary 
the  gentleman's  proposition.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected by  the  House  that,  some  years  past,  the 
oppointment  of  an  agent  for  vaccination  was 
authorized  by  law,  with  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing his  letters ;  and,  although  this  measure  gave 
some  facility  in  the  transmission  of  vaccine 
matter  to  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  yet 
it  was  found  too  limited  in  its  effects  for  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  fraught  with  such 
incalculable  benefits  to  the  community.  Hence, 
the  citizens  of  several  of  the  a^acent  States 


were  induced  to  accept  of  a  proposition  made 
by  Dr.  Smith,  to  establish  an  institution  here  in 
the  capital  of  the  country,  from  whence  should 
issue  gratuitously  the  vaccine  matter  to  such 
States,  counties,  or  towns,  as  should  subscribe  a 
certain  amount  for  the  establishment  and  en- 
couragement of  Ma  institution  ;  by  which 
means  every  class  in  society,  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  would  receive  the  matter  free  of 
expense.  In  six  of  the  adjacent  States  $26,000 
were  subscribed  on  th^  1st  day  of  January  last, 
and  no  doubt  a  considerable  addition  has  been 
made  during  the  present  year  to  that  sum. 
These  subscriptions  have  been  made  to  Dr. 
Smith,  who  is  the  agent  for  vaccination ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  his  death,  without  the  passage 
of  some  such  bill  as  the  one  before  you,  would 
be  lost  to  those  who  made  them  with  such  be- 
nevolent views.  The  bill  does  not  propose  to 
take  from  the  Treasury  one  dollar,  its  only  ob- 
ject is  to  withdraw  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Smith 
the  whole  amount  of  those  subscriptions,  and 
place  them  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
six  discreet^  judicious  managers,  who  are  named 
in  Ihe  bill,  and  whose  successors  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  has  been  under  the  hope  of  the  securing  the 
fall  benefit  of  such  liberal  subscriptions,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  advocate  the  bill,  and  now 
ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  its 


Mr.  BtJBWELL,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to 
the  recommitment,  on  different  ground  from 
that  taken  by  other  gentlemen.  He  adverted 
to  a  construction  which  had  been  recently  put 
upon  the  powers  of  Congress  within  the  Statea, 
(in  the  case  of  the  lotteries  authorized  by  Con- 
gress,) and  said  that  he  believed  that  construc- 
tion was  too  absurd  to  be  entertained  by  many 
mep  of  sense  in  this  country,  and  he  regarded 
it  as  very  unfortunate  that  such  a  construction 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  names  of  any  men . 
of  sense  and  character.  Believing  that  Congress 
had  not  the  power  to  make  this  law  operative 
within  the  States,  and  that  inserting  the  words 
proposed  mighty  by  implication,  give  counte- 
nance to  what  he  considered  the  most  danger^ 
ous  and  absurd  construction  ever  given  to  the 
constitution,  he  was  opposed  to  limiting,  by 
words  in  the  bill,  what  be  considered  as  already 
limited  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBE  said  he  was  as  friendly  to  the 
object  of  this  bill  as  any  gentleman  within  these 
walls,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  impede  its  pas- 
sage. But,  he  said,  Congress  have  a  power 
within  the  District  which  they  have  not  beyond 
it.  They  have  here  the  power  of  exdosive 
legislation:  beyond  it^  they  have  not  that 
power,  within  this  District,  he  did  not  know 
that  their  power  was  any  thing  less  than  abso- 
lute. He  did  not  know  of  any  restraints  upon 
it  but  reason  and  a  sound  discretion.  It  was  a 
question  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
extend  a  corporate  authority  into  the  States; 
and  he  did  not  see  that  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men in  &vor  of  the  bill  had  obviated  the  diffi- 
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[H.  or  & 


coltj.  A  corporation  inhabits  a  honse  not 
made  by  man ;  it  inhabits  all  space — ^it  is  every- 
where and  nowhere.  It  has  no  body,  as  it  is 
sometimes  said  to  have  no  soul.  For  his  part 
he  wished  this  charter  to  be  restricted  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  where  almost  every  ano- 
maloos  thing  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  MxBOKB,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  recom- 
mitmeat  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
course  would  have  the  effect  to  give  it  a  quietus 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  especially  after 
the  notice  tliis  morning  given  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  ooncnrrea  with  his  colleague  in 
his  view  of  the  recent  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men learned  in  the  law,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Sowers  of  Congress.  He  did  not  see,  however, 
ow,  by  possibility,  the  passage  of  this  bill 
could  countenance  that  opinion.  Mr.  M.  re- 
ferred to  the  nature  of  the  bill,  and  its  unobjec- 
tionable character,  as  arguments  in  favor  of  its 
passing  the  House,  and  without  recommitment. 

Mr.  Cook  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  propose  a  recommitment  of 
&e  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
specific  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Liyeb- 

MOER. 

Mr.  LivERMOBS  having  assented  to  putting 
the  question  in  this  shape- 
It  was  so  put  and  negatived. 
And  the  biU  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence. 


Moin>AT,  December  4.    § 
Another   member,  to  wit,  from  Massachu- 
setts, Nathaniel  Silbbee,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Case  of  Matthew  Ly<m, 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  with 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which,  by  leave  of  the 
Hoase,  was  presented,  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  violation  of  that  pro- 
Tiaon  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America  which  says,  "  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
•bridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,'*  Con- 
grev,  m  July,  1798,  passed  the  act  commonly  called 
th«  eedition  law ;  that,  some  time  previoas  to  the  pas- 
ap  of  this  bill,  there  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Fcdeitl  papers  a  violent  attack  npon  his  character, 
exizicted  from  the  Vermont  Journal,  charging  him 
«ith  many  political  enormities,  particularly  with  the 
^  crime  of  opposing  the  Executive  ;  that  he  wrote 
a  replr  to  this  charge  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1798,  and  on  the  same  day  put  the  letter,  di- 
rected to  the  editor  of  the  said  Vermont  Journal, 
into  the  post  office  at  Philadelphia,  twenty-four  days 
befbn  the  passage  of  the  sedition  law.  For  the  pub- 
fie&tioii  of  this  letter  he  was  indicted  in  October  fol- 
lowing, in  the  ciitmit  court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Yennont  district.    In  the  same  indictment,  he 


was  chaiged  with  publishing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
an  American  diplomatic  character  in  France  to  a 
member  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia ;  also,  for  aid- 
ing, assistingi  and  abetting  in  the  publication  of  said 
letter. 

He  states  said  letter  was  written  by  Joel  Barlow  to 
Abraham  Baldwin,  then  a  member  of  Congress.  He 
denies  that  he  printed  said  letter,  or  aided  or  abetted 
in  the  printing  of  it ;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  that  he 
used  his  endeavors  to  suppress  it,  by  destroying  the 
copies  which  came  into  his  possession.  He  states 
that,  owing  to  the  political  party  zeal  which  prevailed 
in  the  United  States  at  that  time,  much  unfairness 
was  used  in  the  trial,  both  by  the  marshal  in  sum- 
moning the  jury,  and  the  judge  who  presided,  in  his 
instructions  to  them,  and  thereby  a  verdict  of  guilty 
wan  returned  against  him  by  the  jury ;  and  upon 
that  verdict  the  court  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine 
of  $1,000,  the  costs  of  suit,  be  imprisoned  four  cal- 
endar months,  and  until  the  fine  and  costs  were 
paid.  Ho  states  that,  by  virtue  of  said  judgment,  he 
was  arrested  and  confined  in  a  dungeon,  the  com- 
mon receptacle  of  thieves  and  murderers,  fifty  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  his  trial,  although  there  was 
a  decent,  roomy  jail  in  the  county  in  which  he  lived, 
and  in  the  town  whore  the  trial  was  had,  which 
jail  the  Federal  Government  had  the  use  oif ;  that 
much  severity  was  exercised  towards  him  during  his 
imprisonment ;  that  he  languished  in  the  loathsome 
prison  more  than  six  weeks  in  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  in  the  cold  climate  of  Ver- 
mont, without  fire,  before  he  was  allowed,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  introduce  a  small  stove,  or  to  put  glass 
into  the  aperture  which  let  in  a  small  glimmer  of 
light  through  the  iron  grate. 

Ho  states  that  he  is  poor,  and  asks  Congress  to  re- 
fund to  him  $1,000,  the  fine  which  he  has  paid,  the 
costs  of  suit,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  days' 
pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  while  he  was  unconsti- 
tutionally detained  from  a  seat  in  that  body,  reason- 
able damages  for  being  suddenly  deprived  of  his 
liberty,  put  to  great  expense,  and  disabled  from  pay- 
ing that  attention  to  his  concerns  which,  in  other 
circumstances,  he  would  have  been  allowed  to  do, 
and  such  interest  on  those  sums  as  public  creditors 
are  entitled  to. 

Your  committee  state  that  the  prosecution  against 
the  said  petitioner,  the  judgment,  imprisonment,  and 
payment  of  $1,000,  the  fine,  and  $60  96,  the  costs  of 
suit,  are  proved  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  proceed- 
ings in  said  cause,  which  is  made  a  part  of  this  re- 
port The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  of 
Congress  under  which  the  said  Matthew  Lyon  was 
prosecuted  and  punished  was  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  have  the  money  which  has 
been  paid  by  him  refunded ;  but  should  they  be  mis- 
taken as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  tliis  law,  yet 
they  think  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  of  hard- 
ship attending  this  case  which  call  for  relief.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

State  of  the  Finances, 
The  Speaker  then  kid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  his  annual  report  on  the  state  of 
the  Treasury ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs, 
three  thousand  copies  thereof  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 
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Tbeasurt  DEFARncENT,  December  1,  1820. 
In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  "  Act-snpple- 
mentaiy  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report : 

L  OfihePubHe  Revenue. 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 
other  incidental  receipts,  during  the  year  1817, 
amounted  to  $24,365,227  34,  viz : 
Customs,  (see  statement  A.)  -  $17,254,775  15 
Internal  duties        -        -        -  2,676,882  77 

Direct  tax      -        -        -        -  1,833,737  04 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock  -        -        -        -  2,015,977  00 

Postage  and  other  incidental  receipts        813,855  38 


That  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources  during 
the  year  1818,  amounted  to  $26,095,200  65,  viz  i 
Customs,  (see  statement  A.)      -        $21,828,451  48 
Arrears  of  internal  duties         -  947,946  33 

Arrears  of  direct  tax       -        -        -      263,926  01 
Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock 2,464,627  90 

Postage,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  and 

other  incidental  receipts  590,848  98 


A^hd  that  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources 

during  the  year  1819,  amounted  to  $21,435,700  69, 

viz: 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)     -        $17,116,702  96 

Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  state- 
ment B.)     -        -        -        -  227,444  01 

Arrears  of  direct  tax,  (see  statement 
B.) 80,850  61 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock  -        .        -        .  8,274,422  78 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts         61,280  33 

First  instalment  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  dividend  on  the 
stock  in  that  bank         -        -  $675,000  00 


It  18  ascertained  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
on  merchandise  and  tonnage  which  accrued  during 
the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  exceeds 
$13,340,000.  And  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
ihe  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  exceed  $1,240,000. 
The  payments  in  the  Treasury  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  are  estimated  to 
amount  to       -        -        -        -        $16,819,637  49 

Tiz: 
Customs  -  $12,378,513  12 

Public  lands,  (exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock)  -        -        .    1,124,645  82 
Arrears  of  internal  ) 

duties  [.        104,769  20 

Arrears  of  direct  tax} 
Incidental  receipts   -        579,749  14 
Moneys  received  from 

loans  -        -     2,545,431  47 

Repayments    -        -  86,529  24 

And  the  payments  into  the  Treasu- 
zy  during  tiie  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  from  the  same  sources, 
are  estimated  at      -        -        -  $8,480,000  00 

Making  the  total  amount  estimated  to 


be  received  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  1820        -        -  20,249,687  49 
Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of  Janua-  . 
ry  last,  amounting  to  -        -  2,076,607  14 

Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of        $22,826,244  68 

The  application  of  this  sum  for  the 
year  1820,  is  estimated  as  follows: 

To  the  SOth  of  September  the  pay- 
ments have  amounted  to        -        $16,909,418  80 
Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses        -        -  2,078,678  25 

Militaiy  service,includ- 
ing  fortifications,ord- 

•  nance,  Indian  de- 
partment, revolu> 
tionaxy  and  militaiy 
pensions,  arming  the 
militia,  and  arrear- 
ages prior  to  the  1st 
of  Janua^,  1817  -    6,043,068  00 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  permanent 
appropriation  for  the 
increasie  of  the  navy  2,946,762  00 

Public  debt,  including 
$1,142,879  66  for 
the  redemption  of 
Mississippi  certifi- 
cates       -        -        5,840,010  66 


During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  esti- 
mated   that    the    payments    will 


Vizi 


amounUto 


Civil,  diplomatic,  and 
miscellaneous  ex- 
penses     -        -  $450,000  00 

Military  service    -         1,900,000  00 

Naval  service,       -  806,000  00 

Public  debt  to  the  1st 

of  January,  1821       4,900,000  00 


8,066,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of        24,964,418  80 

And  leaving  on  the  1st  of  Januaxy, 
1821,  a  balance  against  the  Treas- 


ury estimated  at 


$2,688,169  17 


n.  OftiePuiUcDebL 
The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  tho 

year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist 

of  October,   1819,  as  appears  by  the  statement 

No.  1,  amounted  to      -        -        $23,668,264  71 
And  that  contracted  subsequent  to 

tiie  1st  day  of  January,  1812,  and 

unredeemed  on  the   1st    day  of 

October,  1819,  as  appears  by  the 

same  statement,  amounted  to  68,060,836  19 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of  $91,728,691  00 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the  amount 
as  stated  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port as  unredeemed  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1819,  excepting  the 
sum  of  $6i3  49,  which  was  then 
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Aort  estimated,  and  which  has 

imce  been  conrected  by  actnal 

settlement 

In  the  fooidi  qoaiter  of  1819,  there 

ms  added  to  the  above  snm,  for 

Treasmr  notes  brought  into  the 

Treanry  and  canceUed,  the  fol- 

lovnng  soma,  via : 

Id  six  per  cent,  stock        |4,162  18 

In  seven  per  cent  stock     10,525,00 


14,677  18 


Making 


191,748,268  18 


UL  CfUte  Ettimatei  qf  the  PuUie  Revenue,  and  Ex- 
pendituregfor  the  year  1821. 

In  fonning  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasnzy  for  the  year  1821,  the  amount  of  revenue 
bonds  outstanding  on  the  80th  day  of  September 
list,  the  snm  due  for  public  land,  the  ability  and 
diFpodtion  of  the  community  to  purchase,  and  es- 
poaallv  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  land  in- 
tended to  be  exposed  at  public  auction  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  present  the  data  upon  which  the  calcu- 
ItdoDs  must  be  made.  As  a  portion  of  the  duties 
vhieh  accrue  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present 
year,  and  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the 
next,  fonn  a  part  of  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
for  the  ktter  year,  the  amount  received  will  exceed 
or  M  ibort  of  the  estimate,  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  duties  which  actually  accrue  in  those 
qaaiten,  and  are  payable  within  the  year,  and  the 
amount  at  which  they  had  been  estimated. 

The  levenoe  bonds  outstanding  on  the  80ih  of 
September  last,  are  estimated  at  $18,770,000.  Of 
this  sum  $3,130,000  are  in  suit,  of  which  about 
$1,250,000  will  not  be  collected  on  account  of  the 
insohreDcy  of  the  debtors ;  leaving  the  amount  of 
bonds  outstanding,  vapaa.  which  collections  are  to  be 
made,  estimated  at  $17,520,000.  The  amount  of 
dnties  secured  during  the  first,  second,  and  third  quar- 
tets of  the  year  1820,  is  estimated  at  $18,350,000; 
aal  that  of  the  whole  year  may  be  estimated  at 
$16,500,000.  The  amount  of  debentures  outstand- 
jog  on  the  80th  of  September  last,  and  payable  dur- 
ing the  year  1821,  is  estimated  at  $1,162,114  16, 
vhich  is  subject  to  be  increased  by  the  amount  is- 
ned  in  the  present  quarter,  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  ensuing  year,  chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of 
that  year.  The  average  annual  amount  of  deben-. 
tares,  bounties,  and  allowances,  and  expenses  of 
collection  chaiget^ble  upon  the  revenue,  has  been 
uoertained  to  be  nearly  equal  to  fifteen  per  cent  of 
the  average  annual  amount  of  the  duties  upon  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  year 
ISU  to  &e  year  1819,  inclusive. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  pubUo 
^  daring  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present 
?««r,aiB  estimated  at  $1,124,645  82,  and  those  of 
the  en^  year  will  probably  not  much  exceed 
51,600,000. 

iceording  to  the  foregoing  data,  the  receipts  into 
^  Treasory  for  the  ensuing  year,  may  be  estimated 
vfelkma,viz: 

Cwtoms $14,000,000 

Public  hmda,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

*ock 1,600,000 

Anears  of  internal  duties,  direct  tax, 
■Dd  incidental  receipts  -        -  100,000 


Third  instalment  from  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States        .        -        -  500,000 

Bank    dividends  which  will  accrue 

during  the  year,  estimated  at  five 

percent    .....  850,000 

Making  the  aggregate  amount  of        $16,560,000 

The  appropriations  for  the  same  period  are  esti- 
mated as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and   misoella. 

neous,        ...        -  $1,769,850  04 

2.  Militaiy  Department,  including 
fortificaiionS)  ordnance,  Indian 
department,  military  pensions,  and 
arrearages  prior  to  the  Ist  of  Jan. 

uary,  1817        -        .        -        ,      4,585,852  61 

3.  Naval  Department   ...        -      2,420,594  56 


$8,775,790  21 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


All  which  IB  respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtasury. 


TiTESDAT,  December  5. 

West  Point  Academy, 

Mr.  Oastnon  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reaolred^  That  the  Secretazy  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  a  state- 
ment showing  the  aggregate  amount  that  has  been 
expended  on  the  Militarv  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  esteblishment  of  the 
same  to  the  present  time,  in  the  erection  of  buildings, 
barracks,  repairs,  and  materials  for  the  same ;  also, 
the  aggregate  amount  that  has  been  expended  in  pay, 
subsistence,  and  clothing,  of  the  teachers,  oflScers^  and 
cadete,  that  are  or  have  been  in  said  academy,  up  to 
the  present  time ;  also,  the  aggregate  amount  that 
has  been  expended  on  the  quartermaster's  department 
attached  to  said  institution,  for  wood  and  distributing 
the  same,  forage,  transportation,  stationery,  inchiding 
articles  used  in  the  drawing  department,  books,  math- 
ematical instruments,  printing,  and  all  other  contin- 
gencies, up  to  the  present  time ;  also,  the  number  of 
cadete  that  have  been  educated  in  said  academy, 
since  the  first  establishment,  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, also  the  number  from  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory in  the  Union,  also  the  number  of  cadets  now  in 
said  academy  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and  from 
each  of  the  States  and  Territories  respectively ;  also, 
the  number  who  have  received  an  education  at  said 
academy  who  are  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  the  appointment  each  holds,  and  the  District, 
State,  or  Territoiy,  they  are  from ;  and  also  the  num. 
her  of  orphans,  if  any,  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  or  died  in  ite  service,  who 
have  been  educated  in  said  academy,  or  are  now  ca- 
dete in  the  same,  and  the  District,  State,  or  Territory, 
each  is  from. 

Mr.  LrrTLB  wished  to  correct  the  resolution 
in  one  particular,  in  which  he  conceived  there 
was  a  misapprehension.  The  mover  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  teachers 
or  cadets  of  the  Military  Academy  were  clothed 
by  the  Government ;  the  cadets,  Mr.  L.  stated, 
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received  pay,  out  of  which  they  clothed  them- 
selves, and  as  it  was  not  the  fact  that  either  they 
or  the  teachers  of  the  academy  were  clothed  hy 
the  Government,  he  did  not  wish  snch  an  idea 
to  go  ahroad.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentle- 
man wonld  modify  his  resolution  by  omitting 
the  call  relative  to  clothing. 

Mr.  Cannon  referred  to  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
subject  of  the  academy,  to  show  that  the  Grov- 
emment  was  charged  with  clothing  for  it.  An 
item  of  the  report  referred  to,  stat^  a  disbnrse- 
ment  of  five  hondred  and  some  odd  dollars  for 
clothing  furnished  the  establishment  at  West 
Point.  If,  however,  the  Government  provided 
no  clothing  for  that  institution,  the  Secretary 
would  report  the  fact  to  the  House,  so  that  the 
feature  in  the  resolution  which  was  objected  to 
he  conceived  had  better  be  retained.  Mr.  0. 
added  a  few  remarks  as  to  his  motives  in  moving 
this  resolution.  Economy  in  the  public  dis- 
bursements was  imperiously  called  for  by  the 
state  of  our  finances,  and,  among  the  other  na- 
tional establishments,  he  wished  to  see  if  any 
retrenchment  could  be  made  in  the  Academy 
at  West  Point 

Mr.  Little  replied,  that'  there  was  a  part  of 
the  corps  of  engineers  employed  at  West  Point, 
who  were  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers, 
and  were  in  the  same  manner  clothed  by  the 
Government ;  it  was  t^e  dothins  for  these  sol- 
diers, no  doubt,  which  formed  the  item  in  the 
report  referred  to.  The  resolution  called  for 
the  expenses  of  clothing  the  teachers  and  cadets, 
and,  he  repeated,  as  no  such  expense  existed,  he 
wished  the  form  of  the  resolution  to  correspond 
with  the  fact,  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
feature  he  objected  to  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  resolution 
ought  not  to  go  forth  in  such  a  shape  as  to  show 
ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
and,  as  there  was  certainly  no  such  provision  for 
the  cadets  as  clothing,  (for  he  presumed  five 
hundred  dollars  would  go  very  little  way  to- 
wards clothing  two  hundred  and  fifty  cadets,) 
he  hoped  the  motion  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Little)  would  be  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
be  modified. 

Mr.  Gannon  assented  to  the  modification  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Little  ;  and  thus  Amended,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  December  6. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Delaware, 
WiLLARD  Hall,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Missouri  State  Oanstitutianr—Oitizemhip  of  Free 
Colored  People, 

The  House  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  having  been 
read — 


Mr.  Lowndes  rose  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
nearly  two  hours  in  length,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  sketch : 

The  first  observations  of  Mr.  L.  were  lost  to 
the  reporter,  from  the  confusion  arising  from 
members  changing  their  seata,  &c*  When  Mr. 
L.^s  observations  became  audible,  he  was  speak- 
ing of  the  difficulty  under  which  he  should  labor, 
in  what  he  had  to  say,  from  being  obliged  to 
direct  his  observations  to  arguments  not  yet 
urged,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  must  depend 
upon  what  he  had  heard  in  other  quarters,  and 
upon  coi^jecture. 

In  the  outset,  he  said,  he  was  met  by  an  ob- 
jection of  a  general  nature,  applicable  to  other 
cases  as  well  as  that  now  presented  to  the 
House.  He  could  not  doubt,  he  said,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  that  there  were  members 
of  the  House  who  considered  themselves  bound 
by  the  same  principles  which  influenced  them 


*  To  get  near  him,  Mr.  Lowndes  being  one  of  those  so 
rare  In  every  usembly,  around  whom  members  dnstered 
when  he  rose  to  speak,  that  not  a  word  should  be  )ost|  whore 
every  word  was  to  be  lamlnoos  with  Intelligence,  and  cmp^ 
yating  with  candor.  This  clustering  around  him,  always  the 
case  with  Mr.  Lowndes,  when  he  rose  to  q>eak,  was  more 
than  usaally  eager  on  this  occasion,  firom  the  cirenmstanoee 
under  which  he  spoke— the  circumstances  of  the  Union 
verging  to  disuolntion ;  and  his  own  condition,  verging  to 
the  grave.  By  his  ezertiona,  and  those  of  other  patriots,  the 
Union  was  saved.  No  skill  or  care  could  stay  his  own 
march  to  that  ^  undiscovered  country,  from  whose  booni  no 
traveller  returns.**    He  died  prematurely,  at  the  early  a^ 

of ^  this  speech  on  the  admission  of  the  Btate  of  Mis- 

sonri,  being  the  last  of  the  principal  speeches  ever  delivered 
by  him. 

This  debate — this  branch  of  the  extended  and  various  de- 
bate, which  grew  out  of  the  attempt  to  restrict  the  State  of 
Missouri  on  the  subject  of  slavery— although  taking  place 
near  forty  years  ago,  will  have  a  fivsh  interest  on  account  of 
its  applicability  to  questions  which  now  occupy  the  public 
mind.  The  citizenship  of  free  people  of  color— the  tialut 
or  political  condition  of  a  Tnrritoiy  erected  into  a  State,  and 
asking  admission  into  the  Union,  without  being  able  to  ob- 
tain it^-and  the  delicacy  of  throwing  upon  the  Judiciary  the 
decision  of  questions  which  affect  the  public  feeling— are  all 
questions  of  present,  still  more  thsn  of  past  interest ;  and  it 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  pleasant  and  instructive  to  the  men 
of  this  day  to  see  what  was  said  by  others  on  the  same  points 
so  long  before  them.  With  this  view— with  a  view  to  give 
this  pleasure  and  instruction— this  branch  of  the  old  Mis- 
souri question  endless  debate  is  given  more  frilly  than  usual, 
the  two  leading  and  opening  speeches,  one  on  each  tfdc, 
(those  of  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,)  are  retained  in  all 
their  reported  extent;  while,  in  abridging  the  rest,  enough 
is  retained  from  every  speaker  to  show  his  position,  and  the 
strength  of  it,  on  the  debated  points.  These  speakers  were 
all  eminent  men,  of  weight  in  their  day,  and  who  will  not 
be  without  it  as  long  as  their  works  shall  be  known ;  and 
not  the  less  weighty  because,  conforming  to  the  lot  of  all 
men  in  council,  opinions  are  various,  and  Beaeon  is  called  in 
to  decide  between  them.  The  speakers  on  this  occasion, 
after  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  were :  Mr.  Henry  M. 
Storrs,  of  New  York ;  Messrs.  William  8.  Archer,  Alexander 
Smyth,  and  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia;  Mr.  Hemphill, 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Louis  McLane,  of  Delaware ;  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Vermont ;  Dr.  Enstis,  of  Mssflaohuaetts. 
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at  tbe  last  sessioii,  to  vote  at  tbis  session  against 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  Mis- 
flonri  into  the  Union.  On  this  point,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  moderation  and  good 
sense  of  the  Honse— of  those  gentlemen  partic- 
ularly who  believed  the  oonstitation  framed  by 
Missouri  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
of  our  Government,  to  say,  whether  it  was  not 
inconsistent  with  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  of  all  Governments,  that  questions 
once  decided  by  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
country  should  be  considered  as  j(et  open,  or 
inconclusive  ?  Did  not  such  a  course  of  reason- 
ing lead  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the  acts  of 
the  Government  were  binding  only  on  the  ma- 
jority who  voted  for  them  t  That  all  compacts 
are  void,  for  example,  as  to  the  minority  which 
refuses  to  sanction  tbem  ?  Suppose,  in  regard 
to  a  debt  incurred  in  carrying  on  a  war,  a  party 
subsequently  in  power  were  to  say — we  did  not 
vote  for  the  debt;  we  did  not  support  the  war; 
we  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  debt  Would 
such  an  argument  be  entitled  to  respect  ?  Take, 
for  example,  the  debt  incurred  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain :  was  it  not  essential  to  the 
character  of  the  nation  that  that  debt  should 
be  considered  obligatory  as  well  upon  those 
who  approved,  as  on  those  who  disapproved, 
the  purpose  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted  ? 
And  were  all  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
House  not  equaily  bound  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session  respecting  Missonri  ?  Whether  we  ought 
or  ought  not  to  have  given  to  the  people  of 
Missouri  the  power  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  we  hofoe  given  it.  Whether 
or  not  we  individually  wished  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  the  authority  to  do  so  was  given 
bj  Congress.  The  constitution  was  foimed, 
and  Congress  were  now  asked  to  declare  that  it 
was  so.  For  himself,  Mr.  L.  went  on  to  say, 
he  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session 
gave  Missouri  a  right  to  form  a  constitution ; 
and  that,  having  done  so,  she  is  now  a  State. 

If  you  look  at  the  course  which  Congress  has 
pursued  hitherto,  it  will  be  found  that,  on  ele- 
vating territories  from  the  grade  and  depend- 
ence of  a  territorial  government,  Congress  has 
done  no  more  than  emancipate  them  from  its 
control.     On  doing  this,  said  Mr.  L.,  you  have 
reseired  nothing  like  an  authority  to  remand 
them  to  their  colonial  condition.    You  have  de- 
tennined,  in  such  case,  by  the  act  of  allowing 
the  territory  to  form  a  constitution,  that,  for 
eertain  purposes,  she  is  an  independent  State. 
In  the  act  of  the  last  session,  it  would  be  found, 
oa  referring  to  it,  there  was  no  diflTerence  be- 
tween the  mode  of  legislation  in  Missouri,  and 
that  Thich  had  occurred  in  regard  to  the  oldest 
of  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union.    Com- 
paring that  act  with  other  acts  for  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  it  would  be  found  to  confer  the 
same  powers  and  impose  the  same  restrictions. 
It  was  impossible  to  distinguish,  in  any  man- 
ner, between  the  power  which  had  been  given 
to  Missouri  and  that  which  had,  in  like  circum- 
stances, been  granted  to  the  oldest  of  the  new 


States.  Mr.  L.  went  on  to  quote  the  cases  of 
admission  of  States  into  the  Union.  He  refer- 
red to  that  of  Ohio.  The  act  for  her  admission 
was  couched  in  the  broadest  terms,  requiring 
the  convention,  as  usual,  first  to  determine  the 
question  whether  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution.  Although  the  mere  act  for  the 
admission  of  a  territory  into  the  Union  does 
not  m^e  her  a  State,  inasmuch  as  her  accept- 
ance of  the  offer  is  required,  yet,  at  the  moment 
that  she  declares  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution — at  that  precise  moment  she  ac- 
quires all  the  rights  of  a  State.  The  people  of 
Missouri,  as  of  every  other  admitted  State,  at  that 
moment  acquired  rights  which  it  is  not  compe- 
tent for  the  legislature  of  this  country — which 
it  is  not  competent,  upon  the  principles  which 
we  hold  sacred,  for  any  legislature  under  Heaven 
to  divest  them  of. 

Before  he  proceeded  farther  to  refer  to  the 
practice  of  former  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would 
notice  an  argument  which  he  had  heard  sug- 
gested, which  was  in  some  degree  a  verbal  one. 
It  is  said  that  the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  are  prospective ;  that 
the  constitution  says  that  Congress  may  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union ;  that  no  authority 
but  Congress  can  admit  them ;  that  Congress 
has  not  i^mitted  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and 
that  it  is  necessary  she  should  now  address 
Congress  and  obtain  its  consent  to  her  coming 
into  the  Union.  It  is  true,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the 
law  provides  that  Missouri  ^^  shall "  be  admit- 
ted ;  that  is,  prospectively  as  to  the  date  of  the 
law.  It  is  true,  also,  that  new  States  can  be  * 
admitted  into  the  Union  only  by  Congress. 
But  that  admission  may  be  from  the  time  the 
law  passes,  or  on  the  performance  of  a  condi- 
tion, whatever  that  condition  may  be.  There 
was  nothing,  Mr.  L.  argued,  in  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  to  show  that  the  act  of  admission  was 
not  complete  on  the  part  of  Congress  when  that 
law  passed,  although  it  did  refer  to  a  future , 
time.  That  this  was  a  just  construction  of  the  * 
matter,  he  said,  was  obvious  by  a  reference  tq 
former  examples.  In  the  case  of  Kentucky,  for 
example,  her  admission  into  the  Union  was  de- 
ferred, by  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  it,  he 
did  not  loiow  how  many  months,  but  more  than 
a  year  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  Nothing 
more  was  necessary,  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  than  a  lapse 
of  time  sufficient  for  the  determination  of  the 
people  to  be  ascertained,  whether  they  chose 
to  form  a  constitution  or  not. 

But  his  strongest  argument,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
was  aware,  must  be  derived  from  the  course 
pursued  by  Congress  in  former  times.  He  dis- 
claimed any  particular  devotion  to  precedent ; 
but,  in  a  time  when  parties  were  as  firmly 
marshalled  as  they  were  on  this  subject  at  the 
last  session ;  when  the  true  import  of  the  con- 
stitution was  contested  by  nearlv  equal  parties 
on  this  floor ;  when  geographical  lines  wore  ob- 
servable in  the  division  of  opinion,  it  was  wise, 
it  was  becoming,  to  look  to  what  had  been  the 
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practice  in  former  times,  when  no  causes  exist- 
ed so  likely  to  disturb  and  mislead  the  sober 
judgment.  Everyman  ought  to  examine  the 
rfecord  of  those  days,  and  rather  lean  to  a  deci- 
sion consistent  with  them. 

Referring,  then^  for  illustration^  to  the  case 
of  Ohio,  a£er  she  had  formed  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  altJiough  no  resolution 
had  passed  declaring  her  admission  into  the 
Union,  it  became  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  ex- 
tend over  her  territory  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  preamble 
to  that  law  recites  that  the  people  did,  on  a 
certain  day,  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  give  a  name,  whereby  the  said 
State  has  become  one  of  the  United  States — 
that  is,  by  the  act  of  forming  a  constitution. 
And  such,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the  principle  on 
which  the  United  States  had  always  acted. 
But,  he  said,  the  preamble  was  interesting,  not 
only  because  it  confirmed  his  argument  in  the 
main,  but  also  marked  the  time  and  circum- 
stance which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  at  that 
time,  made  a  people  a  State,  viz.,  the  day  on 
which  a  constitution  is  formed,  and  the  act  of 
forming  it. 

The  proof  afforded  by  other  precedents,  how- 
ever, that  a  people  became  a  State  on  forming 
a  constitution  under  the  authority  of  Congress, 
was  still  less  equivocal  than  that  which  had  been 
cited.  In  every  instance,  and,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  without  an  attempt  at  resistance,  when- 
ever such  a  constitution  has  been  formed  by  a 
Territory,  they  have  not  only  been  considered 
•a  State,  but  the  elections  which  they  have  made 
under  their  constitution  have  been  held  to  be 
good.  If,  by  the  act  of  forming  a  constitution, 
they  have  not  become  independent  States,  how 
has  it  happened  that,  without'  a  single  excep- 
tion, they  have  elected  their  own  governors, 
judges,  &c.,  and  their  acts  have  been  constitu- 
tionaJ  and  valid?  Can  it  be  said  of  all  these 
casea  that  Congress,  knowing  these  territorial 
people  had  usurped  the  powers  of  States,  would 
have  silently  submitted  to  it?  Their  having 
done  so  was  the  strongest  proof  that  every  one 
of  these  States  had,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
of  the  State  governments,  and  of  the  people,  the 
powers  which  they  exercised. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  there  were  persons  who 
believed  that  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory 
do  not  become  a  State  until,  by  an  act  poste- 
rior to  the  formation  of  their  constitution.  Con- 
gress declares  their  admission.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
could  not  admit  this.  It  was  disproved  by  the 
uniform  language  of  precedents.  The  acquies- 
cence of  Congress  in  their  elections  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  Congress  disproved  it. 
These  elections  held  previous  to  the  submission 
of  their  constitutions  to  Congress,  had  uniform- 
ly been  held  valid.  Who  are  Senators?  They 
are  deputed  by  the  States  composing  the  Union 
to  represent  them  in  Congress.  If  States  only 
can  vote  for  Senators,  the  uniform  practice  of 
recognizing  nil  such  elections  as  are  subsequent 
to  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  is  conclusive 


enough  that  they  who  choose  them  were  al- 
ready in  the  condition  of  States.  In  the  case 
of  Kentucky,  indeed,  without  any  declaratory 
resolution,  without  any  thing  like  a  formal  ac- 
knowledgment of  her  being  a  State,  but  by 
virtue  of  an  act  declaring,  prospectively,  that 
when  she  had  formed  a  constitution  she  should 
be  a  State,  she  was  admitted  without  further 
legislation.  In  the  case  of  Indiana,  there  was 
a  yet  more  formal  and  authoritative  expositioa 
of  the  principle  for  which  Mr.  L.  contended. 
In  the  case  of  Indiana,  the  practice  of  a  declarar- 
tion  of  admHsion  first  occurred,  which  had  been 
since  followed  in  other  cases.  Properly  viewed, 
that  declaration,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  only  a  form 
of  notification  to  the  other  States — a  proclama- 
tion by  Congress  to  the  Union,  of  the  admission 
of  another  State  into  the  family.  That  such 
was  the  light  in  which  it  was  viewed  on  this 
first  occasion  on  which  it  was  employed,  was 
evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  resolution  of 
declar<at.ion  passed  on  the  11th  December,  1816, 
and  the  representative  from  the  State  was  ad- 
mitted to  his  seat  on  the  2d  December,  nine 
days  preceding ;  so  that  it  was  evident  the  de- 
claratory resolution  was  then  regarded  as  a  mat- 
ter of  form  and  notification  merely.  But  there 
was  stiU  stronger  proof,  in  the  case  of  Indiana, 
of  his  position.  In  counting  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  a  few  days  after  the 
above  date,  those  of  Indiana  given  before  the 
passage  of  the  declaratory  resolution,  were  re- 
ceived and  counted.  If  a  people  may  right- 
fully, and  even  without  objection,  elect  a  Gov- 
ernor, Legislature,  and  Judges — ^may  elect  and 
send  to  Congress  Senators  and  Representative, 
and,  finally,  may  vote  for  President  and  Vice 
President-^upon  what  principle  will  it  be  said 
that  a  people,  enjoving  and  exercising  all  these 
rights,  are  not  a  State;  or  that  to  constitute 
them  a  State,  requires  the  further  interposition 
of  this  House?  He  could  not  admit  it,  he  re- 
peated. 

These  observations,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  show  how  little  foundation 
there  was  for  an  opinion,  which  he  had  under- 
stood was  not  uncommon,  that  the  act  of  the 
last  session  was  merely  a  su^stion  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  that  they  might  form  a  consti- 
tution if  it  pleased  them,  and  that,  if  that  con- 
stitution met  the  approbation  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  at  their  next  session,  they 
should  then  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Another  circumstance,  Mr.  L.  said,  showed, 
beyond  dispute,  that  it  was  not  intended  by 
this  House,  in  passing  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
merely  to  give  authority  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  propose  a  constitution,  but  that  it  was 
intended  to  confer  on  Missouri,  by  that  act,  all 
the  rights  which  the  oldest  and  proudest  States 
of  the  Union  are  supposed  to  possess.  When 
that  act  was  under  consideration,  it  appears  by 
the  journal  of  this  House,  that  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Tatlob  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  these  words,  ^^  And  the  said  State, 
when  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
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upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,"  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof,  those  which  follow :  ^^  And  if  the  same 
(that  ifl,  the  constitntion)  shall  he  approved  hy 
Congr^  ^e  said  Territory  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  npon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  original  States ;  "  the  difference  being 
that,  in  the  bill  as  it  stood^  (the  act  as  it  now 
stands,)  we  made  her  a  State,  and  in  the  other 
we  were  to  give  her  authority  to  form  a  consti- 
tntion, and  leave  our  approbation  to  be  a  con- 
dition of  its  final  admission.  A  very  large  ma- 
jority,  (125  to  49,)  even  at  that  time  of  strong 
excitement  and  nearly  equal  division  of  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  restriction,  voted  in  the 


The  sabstance  of  Mr.  L.'s  argument  then  was, 
he  said,  that,  by  the  act  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  certain  rights  were  given  to  them ; 
by  the  former  practice  of  the  Government,  he 
had  endeavored  to  show  that  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  assenting  to  the  proposition  of  Con- 
gress was  enough  to  constitute  the  people  a 
State,  the  act  of  declaration,  now  proposed  to 
the  House,  being  mere  surplusage.  Missouri 
had,  then,  a  right  to  form  a  government  abso- 
lutely and  inalienably.  If  she  had  not  now  the 
rights  of  a  State,  let  it  be  shown  how  she  had 
lost  them.  It  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  that,  having  once  given  them  the 
right  of  self-government,  Congress  can  now  tiike 
it  from  them. 

Considering  this  question  as  settled,  the  next 
important  question  was,  whether  the  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  State  of  Missouri  becomes 
void  by  the  admission  into  it  of  a  clause  not 
compatible  with  the  Constitution  6f  the  United 
States, — admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argumei^t, 
that  such  is  the  faict. 

Whether  that  particular  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution to  whicti  exception  was  understood  to 
be  taken  was  constitutional  or  not,  the  interest 
of  the  nation,  justice  to  Missouri,  and  respect 
for  itseU^  required  that  the  House  should  not 
undertake  to  decide.  In  taking  this  ground, 
Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  he  should  be  considered 
by  some  as  evading  the  performance  of  a  duty 
which,  in  the  present  case,  they  supposed  to  be 
devolved  on  this  House.  On  this  account  he 
should  attempt  to  show  that  no  duty  devolved 
on  this  House  to  express  an  opinion  with  re- 
spect to  that  clause;  and  intimated  that  he 
Muld  show,  were  it  necessary,  that  simUar  pro- 
visions were  contained  in  various  acts  of  the 
United  States  to  which  exception  had  been 
tsken  in  neither  House.  The  clause  of  the  Mis- 
souri consbitution  to  which  he  referred  was  that 
requiring  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  of  free  negroes  in  the  State, 
which  was  supposed  to  conflict  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  provides  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."    Mr.  L. 


here  went  into  an  argument  of  some  detail,  the 
amount  of  which  was,  that,  as  to  numbers,  a 
very  large  minority  of  the  free  blacks  in  the 
United  States  were  not  considered  citizens  in 
their  respective  States ;  and  that,  in  construing 
any  general  provision  of  a  constitution,  it  was 
fair  to  consider  it  as  having  a  general  applica- 
tion, and  not  as  being  without  exceptions.  In 
any  view  theft  could  be  nothing  more  clear 
than  that,  if  the  objected  provision  was  capable 
of  a  construction  which  would  reconcile  it  with 
the  constitution,  it  ought  to  receive  that  con- 
struction. For  example,  in  this  case  of  Mis- 
souri, he  thought  it  might  be  quite  fair  to  say 
that  that  provisipn  respecting  free  people  of 
color  must  be  construed  liberdly,  as  intending 
to  exempt  from  its  operation  such  of  them  as 
were  citizens  in  other  States.  However  this 
might  be,  he  contended,  as  tiie  committee  had 
laid  it  down  in  their  report,  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion not  for  this  House,  but  for  a  different  tri- 
bunal to  determine. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  there  were  many  who  object 
to  this  course — ^the  course  pursued  in  all  other 
cases — who  allow  that  the  judiciary  could,  witfi 
more  ease,  certainty,  uniformity,  and  effect,  ex- 
pound constitutional  law,  but  contend  that  we 
must  decide  whether  tlie  provision  in  question 
be  constitutional  or  not.  We  must  express  an 
opinion  on  it,  however  inexpedient,  because  it 
is  our  duty.  Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did  not  see 
that  having  declared  tliat  the  people  of  Missouri 
should  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, imposed  on  this  House  the  duty  of  con- 
struing law  in  this  more  than  any  other  case. 
It  might  be  considered  rather  an  objection  to 
it,  inasmuch  as,  in  doing  so,  they  would  have  to 
expound  the  law  themselves  had  made — ^no 
principle  being  better  established  than  that  the 
authority  which  forms  the  law  should  not  con- 
strue nor  apply  it.  The  true  question  in  this 
case  then  wais,  which  was  the  best  tribunal  to 
decide  the  question  respecting  this  disputed 
clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution.  If  it  were 
asked  whether  this  House,  or  the  Senate,  or 
the  Judiciary  of  the  country,  were  the  best 
qualified  to  expound  a  law,  there  would  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  question.  It  must, 
th^,  be  a  consideration  of  paramount  duty  only 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  decide  upon  it, 
which  could  induce  it  to  undertake  the  exposi- 
tion of  a  law  in  respect  to  the  construction  of 
which  there  was  a  doubt. 

Mr.  L.  then  examined,  somewhat  at  large, 
the  question,  whether  a  judicial  or  legislative 
tribunal  be  the  most  capable  to  decide  correctly 
such  a  question  as  was  supposed  to  be  presented 
by  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri.  He  argued,  from  the  inability  of 
either  branch  of  Congress  to  act  independently 
on  any  such  question,  from  their  inability  to 
act  with  uniformity,  &o.,  that  they  were  not 
the  proper  bodies  to  be  charged  with  judicial 
investigations.  And  why,  he  asked,  the  rights 
of  all  the  States  being  equal,  should  those  of 
Missouri  be  subject  to  an  acyudication  different 
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from  that  to  ivhich  other  States  are  subject  ? 
The  rights  of  the  old  States  were  subject  to  ju- 
dicial decision ;  and  no  man  would  pretend  that, 
in  respect  to  any  old  State,  Delaware  for  exam- 

Ele,  her  constitution  could  be  suspended,  that 
er  Senators  and  Representatives  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  these  hall<^  on  Congress  thinking 
they  had  discovered  somethiug  not  altogether 
right  in  her  constitution.  It  tHu}  an  essential 
objection  to  the  power  now  claimed  for  Con- 
gress, that,  if  allowed,  it  would  be  a  power  to 
be  exercised  in  a  new  State,  which  none  would 
pretend  it  could  exercise  in  an  old  one.  Upon 
every  consideration,  of  which  he  urged  several 
others,  he  was  in  favor  of  leaving  the  matter 
with  the  Judiciary,  where,  and  where  only,  in 
his  opinion,  it  properly  belonged. 

The  principles  which  had  influenced,  from 
time  to  time,  the  conduct  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government,  would  lead  to  the 
same  conclusion.  At  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  (to  go  back  to  that 
date),  it  was  foreseen  that  there  might  be  a  dis- 
position, at  some  future  day,  in  some  or  other 
of  the  States,  to  break  over  the  barriers  of  the 
constitution  about  to  be  formed,  &c.,  and  a  pro- 
vision was  introduced  prescribing  a  mode  of 
deciding  controversies  of  that  description.  If, 
in  all  other  cases  of  constitutional  questions,  it 
has  been  provided  that  they  shall  be  decided  by 
the  Judiciary,  the  reason  must  apply  and  be 
conclusive  why  this  body  should  not  undertake 
to  decide  a  constitutional  question  in  the  case 
of  Missouri.  Justice  requires  that  those  who 
have  the  same  rights  shall  have  their  rights  de- 
cided by  the  same  tribunal. 

If,  however,  the  only  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  was, 
that  an  inference  might  be  drawn,  from  the  si- 
lence of  Congress,  that  they  approved  the  ex- 
ceptionable provision  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  L.  suggested  that  some  mode 
might  be  adopted  by  which  the  objection  on 
this  point  might  be  explained.  lie  should  him- 
self, as  an  individual,  with  the  utmost  reluctance 
express  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  in 
Congress  to  do  so.  There  would  be  no  end  to 
such  a  course.  There  were  in  the  constitu^on 
of  Missouri,  and  of  every  State  in  the  Union, 
clauses  to  which  some  might  take  exception,  of 
which  Mr.  L.  instanced  the  provisions  respect- 
ing banks,  &c.,  which  some  believed  the  States 
had  no  right  to  establish.  Every  consideration 
of  prudence  and  propriety,  in  his  opinion,  for- 
bade from  interposing  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  admit,  however,  that  there 
might  be  cases  in  which  Congress  might  find  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  interpose,  on  tlie  moment  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.  For 
instance,  if,  in  relation  to  the  term  of  Senators, 
or  any  other  provision  which,  from  its  charac- 
ter, could  not  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  new  constitution  were  incompatible 
with  that  of  the  United  States,  it  was  his  opinion 
it  would  be  a  good  reason  why  Congress  should 


interfere.  Nor  did  he  think  this  was  at  all  in- 
consistent with  the  ground  he  had  already 
taken,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  ju- 
dicial tribunal  could  decide  the  question  now 
agitated,  and  decide  it  better  than  this  House. 
The  duty  of  Congress,  in  this  respect,  begins 
where  that  of  the  Judiciary  ends. 

Referring  to  his  former  remark,  that  gentle- 
men would  do  well  to  satisfy  themselves  that 
their  opinions  were  not  the  effect  of  prejudice, 
by  examining  what  was  the  conduct  of  their 
predecessors  in  more  quiet  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
would  turn  to  the  case  of  the  second  new  State 
which  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  the 
objections  to  whose  admission  were  removed  in 
the  wayproposcHl  in  the  present  case.  Tennes- 
see, without  waiting  for  a  law  of  Congress  to 
autliorize  her,  held  a  convention,  formed  a  con- 
stitution, and  sent  it  on  to  Congress.  The  ob- 
jection was  made  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  that  the 
constitution  of  Tennessee  was  incompatible  with 
that  of  the  United  States ;  to  which  Mr.  Bali>- 
wnr  replied,  that,  if  there  should  be  things  in 
the  constitution  of  Tennessee  not  compatible 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  **  it 
was  well  known  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  would  be  paramount — they  can 
therefore  be  of  no  effecf  He  quoted  this  to 
show  that  this  suggestion  of  referring  the  ques- 
tion to  another  tribunal  than  this,  was  not  an 
expedient  to  get  over  this  case,  but  one  whicli 
had  prevailed  in  the  early  days  of  the  Republic. 
The  conflict  between  the  constitution  of  Ten- 
nessee, however,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
was  much  more  unequivocal  than  in  the  present 
case,  and  so  far  the  present  case  is  more  favor- 
ably presented  to  Congress  than  was  that  of 
Tennessee.  In  the  latter  case,  the  Legislature 
were  required  to  provide  some  means  by  which 
the  State  of  Tennessee  should  be  sued  in  its 
courts,  with  a  proviso  that  this  advantage 
should  be  confined  to  citizens  of  that  State,  and 
not  extended  to  those  of  other  States.  Here 
was  a  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  whilst  that  of  Missouri  is 
only  constructive.  Yet,  in  that  case,  the  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  law  was  left  to  those  who 
were  most  likely  to  decide  correctly,  and  withal 
competent  to  enforce  their  decision — ^that  is,  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Tribunal.  He  thought  it 
perfecUy  compatible  with  the  most  nice  and 
rigid  sense  of  duty  for  Congress  to  do  the  same 
in  the  case  now  before  them. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  an  objection  had  been 
taken  to  leaving  the  Judiciary  to  sustain  a  con- 
flict with  a  State,  in  regard  to  the  conformity 
of  its  constitution  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
But,  surely,  if  in  regard  to  all  other  States,  it 
now  has  that  authority,  there  can  be  no  hard- 
ship in  leaving  the  same  power  with,  it,  in  re* 
gard  to  the  new  States. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  views  he  had  expressed  were 
founded  on  the  belief  that  Missouri  was  now,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  State.  But,  he  said, 
if  he  did  not  believe,  that,  under  the  act  of  last 
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seanoD,  Mksouri  ib  a  State  already;  if  he 
thoagbt  she  was  gbIj  a  8tate  in  fact  and  not  a 
State  in  right,  he  ahonld  have  the  same  opinion 
as  he  had  now  expressed.  She  has  her  own 
gOTemment,  le^psliUnre,  and  jndlciaiy,  and  ex- 
0*01868  all  the  rights  of  a  sovereign  State.  In 
this  case,  as  in  the  other,  he  should  think  it  in- 
expedient to  pronounce  on  the  constitutional 
question;  because,  should  that  clause  be  ex- 
cepted firom  tile  recognition,  it  could  be  rein- 
stated on  her  becoming  a  State,  without  the 
power  of  Oongress  to  prevent  it ;  and  the  ques- 
tion must  at  last  be  decided  by  the  Judiciary, 
the  only  competent  tribunaL 

Mr.  L.  here  concluded  his  remarks,  reserving 
for  a  future  occasion  the  answers  to  objections 
which  he  might  not  have  anticipated.  And,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  SsROBAirr,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thuesdat,  December  7. 
Two  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit:    from  Pennsylvania,  AsmBBW 
BoDKH ;  and  frran  Kentucky,  Bsvjamin  Hab- 
nia. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Keusok  of  Virginia  in 
the  chair,  on  the  resolution  declaring  tiie  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 
And  the  question  having  been  again  stated — 

Mr.  SxBOXAiST  rose.  Of  the  speech  which  he 
delivered,  occupying  upwards  of  two  hours' 
time,  the  following  must  be  considered  as  a 
free  bat  not  a  very  full  report : 

Mr.  8.  began  by  saying,  with  respect  to  the 
question  hinted  at  by  the  genUeman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  discussed  at  the  last  session,  he 
did  not  agree  with  him  that  the  decision  of  the 
question  now  before  the  House  depended  upon 
tbe  decision  of  the  question  agitated  at  the  last 
seaaum.  How  &r  that  question  might  be  in- 
vdved  in  the  present  question^  might  be  a  sub- 
ject for  consideration;  but,  mdependentiy  of 
that  question,  the  one  now  presented  was  a  very 
important  one.  However  minute  in  itself,  if  it 
extended  bat  to  a  single  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution pres^ited  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  it 
yet  involTed  considerations  which  those,  who 
bad  listmed  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
ton  South  Carolina,  must  see,  went  to  the 
vboie  eitaat  of  determining  what  power  aotu- 
aQ;  remained  in  Oongrees  with  regard  to  any 
tmitoty  after  authorizing  them  to  form  a  oon- 
atztotian — ^what  they  have  a  right  to  insist  upon, 
what  they  have  a  right  to  do  and  say  upon  the 
subject— in  short,  the  question  whether  Oon- 
gress have  or  have  not  any  power  at  all  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  re- 
spect to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  after  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  people  to  form  a  constitution. 

It  could  not  be  doubted  or  denied,  Mr.  S.  ad- 

voL.  vn,— 2. 


mitted,  that  there  was,  in  looking  at  the  admis- 
sions of  States  into  the  Union,  heretofore,  at 
least,  an  apparent  irregularity,  and  much  of  ap- 
parent disorder.  I^  however,  any  inference 
were  to  be  drawn  from  precedents  in  the  case, 
it  would  be,  that  there  never  had  been  any  pre- 
cise examination  of  the  powers  of  Oongress  in 
this  respect — ^no  established  mode  of  admission 
—or,  in  other  words,  that  there  had  been  every 
variety  of  mode.  For  the  sake  of  the  f uturepeace 
and  harmony  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  for  the  sake  of  the  territories  hereafter 
applying  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union — ^for 
the  sake  of  Oongress  alone,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  us  all  to  examine  the  grounds  of 
this  question ;  to  see  what  are  our  rights,  and 
what  theirs,  and  deduce,  from  a  full  considera- 
tion of  these,  a  rule  which  shall  be  uniform  as 
to  the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  free  from  the  danger  of  exposing  us 
to  contests  such  as  that  which  appears  to  have 
arisen  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union, 
no  one  would  doubt,  was  a  very  high  one — ^a 
power  to  part  with  a  portion  of  that  authority 
which  was  originally  vested  in  the  old  States, 
and  whidi  exists  in  the  present  States,  and  to 
admit  to  a  participation  in  our  counsels,  in  our 
power,  in  the  control  and  management  of  every 
thing  concerning  our  rights  and  property,  a  new 
and  tntegral  member  of  the  Union.  The  ques- 
tion became  one  of  graver  consideration,  when 
it  was  considered  that  it  was  proposed  now  to 
extend  this  participation  to  an  object  which  was 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  those  who  formed 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
looked  in  their  provisions  to  the  territory  then 
in  possession  of  the  United  States,  and  probably 
had  never  calculated  on  the  admission  of  States 
out  of  territory  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States.  This  high  power  was  g^ven  to 
Oongress;  and,  after  the  discussion  of  last  ses- 
sion, it  was  needless  to  say,  was  given  without 
limitation.  The  power  is,  ^*  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union  ;*^  it  is  granted  in  the  broadest 
and  most  comprehensive  manner — and,  it  would 
seem  to  follow,  as  the  consequence  of  this  grant 
of  general  autbority,  that  Oongress  possessed 
every  power  and  authority  necessary  to  its  fair 
exercise.  Whatever  power  was  really  given  to 
Congress,  it  was  their  duty  to  exerdse,  and  not 
turn  it  over  to  anv  other  department,  confidinff 
in  it  to  cure  the  aefect  which  Congress  suffered 
to  pass  uncorrected.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  counte- 
nanced a  different  course.  It  is  our  right  and 
our  duty,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  a  State  offers  her- 
self for  admission  into  the  Union,  to  see^  that 
she  can  come  into  the  Union  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States^  and  in  conformity 
with  its  provisions.  For  certainly,  whatever 
were  the  terms  in  which  the  power  was  given 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution, 
no  one  could  for  a  single  moment  doubt  that 
that  power  was  never  intended  to  transcend  tbe 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  to  bring. 
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into  the  Union  a  State  whose  oonstitntion  was 
not  conformable  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
Snch  a  grant  wonld  have  been  an  exercise  of 
authority  by  Congress  beyond  the  constitution : 
it  would  be  an  anomaly  impossible  to  aoconnt 
for — an  inconsistency  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  it  would  be  iini)06sible 
for  any  one  to  reconcile. 

It  would  therefore  seem,  that  when,  as  inci- 
dent to  the  power  of  admitting  States  into  the 
Union,  Congress  authorized  a  territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  it  must 
follow  that  the  constitution,  so  to  be  formed,  is 
to  be  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  territory  thus 
authorized  does  not  in  any  sense  become  a 
State  until  she  has  formed  such  a  constitution. 
Our  power,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  to  admit,  and  inci- 
dentally to  authorize  the  formation  of  a  consti- 
tution, with  a  view  to  admission.  Have  Con- 
gress the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  sovereign 
and  Independent  of  the  United  States?  No, 
the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a  con- 
stitution is  an  implied  power,  subordinate  to 
the  Ml  power,  which  never  is  effectually  exer- 
cised until  the  act  of  admisnon  subsequent  to 
the  formation  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  S.  sidd,  he  made  these  remarks  in  the 
outset,  to  meet  at  once  an  argument  of  the 
member  from  South  Carolina,  which  was  t>lau- 
sible,  captivating,  and  seemed  to  be  calculated 
to  smooth  the  way,  and  remove  every  difficulty. 
That  argument  was  that  the  State,  from  the 
moment  of  its  formation  of  a  coDstitution,  be- 
came an  independent  and  sovereign  State. 
Where,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  your  power  in  the  con- 
stitution to  make  such  a  State?  Tour  power 
H  to  admit  States  into  the  Union,  and  your 
power  to  authorize  the  people  of  a  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution,  is  merely  subordinate 
and  subsidiary  to  the  main  power.  Can  you 
admit  a  State  by  anticipation,  as  the  gentle- 
man has  suggested?  Ton  transcend  your  au- 
thority if  you  do  BO.  Mr.  S.  ventured  to  say 
that  Congress  never  had  done  so;  that  they 
oould  not  do  so ;  and,  in  some  sense  or  otiier, 
every  member  of  the  committ^  would  agree 
with  him  in  this  opinion.  Could  Congress,  by 
anticipation,  bind  itself  to  the  admission  of  a 
State,  (for  such  was  the  argumeut  yesterday 
pressed  upon  the  committee,)  so  as  to  have  no 
choice  but  to  accept  such  a  constitution  as  that 
State  chose  to  offer?  Sarely  not;  but)  accord- 
ing to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  not  only  was  Hie 
present  Congress  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  but  the  present  CJongress  might, 
by  an  act  passed  now,  bind  the  next  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union. 
Was  the  authority  given  by  Congress  to  the 
people  to  form  a  constitution,  a  compact  with, 
them  that  they  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  any  other  terms  than  those  prescribed 
to  them  ?  For  one,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  feel 
himself  bousd,  by  ^ving  the  authority  to  a 


people  to  form  a  constitution,  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union,  unless  their  constitution  should 
be  such  as  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
through  their  representatives,  thought  fit  to  ao- 
cept  as  the  fundamental  rule  of  government  of 
the  State  thus  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  did 
not  mean  now  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
last  session — ^it  had  been  discussed  enough* 
He  did  not  mean  to  abandon  the  opinion  which 
he  had  then  formed  and  expressed.  It  had  not 
been  formed  hastily,  but  carefully  and  deliber- 
ately, and  he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his 
mind  upon  it.  Without  going  into  that  ques- 
tion at  all,  he  should  proceed  to  the  immediate 
question  presented  by  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  South  Carolina. 

This  single  question  was,  whether  it  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  Congress,  before  admitting  a 
State  into  the  Union,  to  see  that  its  constitution 
and  State  government  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  should 
have  hoped,  he  said,  and  he  yet  hoped,  that 
the  opinion  would  be  nearly  unanimous  in  this 
body,  that  there  might  be  such  a  repugnancy 
between  such  a  State  constitution  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  would  not 
only  justify  Congress  in  interfering,  but  make 
it  their  imperious  duty  to  interfere,  to  prevent 
her  taking  ^ank  in  the  Union.  Whether  that 
was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  was,  he 
said,  a  different  question. 

The  preliminary  inquiry  was  that  which  he 
had  just  stated.  It  had  been  said  that  Missouri 
was  already  an  independent  State;  that  she  has 
formed  a  State  government  under  an  unlimited 
authority  from  Congress ;  and  that  she  has  now 
the  same  rights  as  the  proudest  and  oldest 
States  in  the  Uuion.  If  it  be  so,  said  Mr.  S., 
what  are  we  now  deliberating  about?  Why 
is  it,  that  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion, is  proposed  for  our  adoption?  Why  are 
this  and  the  other  House  called  upon  to  pass  a 
legislative  act  which  is  altogether  unnecessary, 
and  which  has  clauses  in  it,  if  this  construction 
be  true,  .which  are  extremely  objectionable! 
If  this  construction  be  correct,  her  Senators 
and  Representatives  have  a  right  to  their  seats 
on  the  floor  of  either  House — to  unite  in  the 
common  counsels  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union, 
and  to  £^ve  to  the  votes  of  Missouri  the  same 
force  as  those  of  any  other  State.  Why  are 
they,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  kept  waiting  at  our 
doors,  and  not  permitted  to  partake  of  our  de- 
liberations ?  Why  do  they  wait  until  the  fate 
of  this  resolution  be  known  ? 

It  was  said  that  this  resolution  was  nothing 
but  a  declaration  of  a  fact.  Such  a  notificatioii 
was  not  necessary  for  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentative of  Missouri;  it  was  not  necessary 
for  Congress,  i^  the  fact  being  known,  the 
former  had  nothing  to  do  to  entitle  them  to  a 
seat,  but  to  advance  to  the  Chair  of  either 
House,  and  take  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Why  was  it^ 
moreover,  that  the  eonstitation  of  Missouri  had 
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been  eabniitted  to  a  oomimttoe  of  ihi»  House? 
Why  bad  a  report  been  made  by  that  commit- 
tee, and  why  was  this  House  now  discussing 
it  ?  And  why  was  it  tiiat  that  report  went  into 
an  examination  of  a  partioular  clause  of  that 
constitution,  and  pointed  out  the  mode  in  which 
Congress  were  to  relieve  themselves  from  the 
task  of  dedding  on  its  constitutionality,  by 
leaving  it  to  the  judiciary  ?  K  the  gentleman's 
doctrine  were  true,  this  is  all  superfluous.  It 
is  more,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  the  resolution  declares 
that  Miasouri  shall  be,  and  hereafter  is  declared 
to  be,  one  of  the  United  States^  &c.  He  did 
not  use  this  reference,  he  said,  for  the  mere 
effect  of  verbal  criticism,  but  for  a  higher  pur- 
pose. When  a  committee,  composed  as  that 
committee  was,  fiuds  itself  under  the  necessity 
of  presenting  a  resolution,  to  be  adopted  by  a 
joint  vote  of  both  Houses,  declaring  that  ldl»- 
sonri  is  thereby,  not  that  she  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union,  was  it  not  as  strong  evidence  as 
could  be  furnished,  that  there  was  something 
which  aeemed  to  compel  those  who  acted  on  it 
to  say,  that  this  declaration  of  the  fact  is  the 
virtual  legislation  which  brings  ]&0s9ouri  into 
the  Union — ^which  qualifies  her  for  induction 
to  the  Union,  and  that  anterior  to  it  she  was 
not  a  State,  and  not  entitled  to  be?  From 
what  period,  Mr.  8.  asked,  was  it  that  Missouri 
was  admitted  into  the  Union?  It  would  be 
from  die  moment  of  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
lution. Could  it  be  said  of  any  antecedent 
period?  Here.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  avail 
himself  of  anotner  concession  of  the  gentleman 
from  &outh  Carolina ;  and,  in  taking  to  his  aid 
a  concession  of  hi&t  Mr.  S.  said  he  md  it  with 
the  fnU  impresdon  that  it  was  the  result  of  the 
conviction  of  his  own  mind,  and  with  the  bene- 
fits, therefore,  of  the  conviction  of  such  a  mind 
as  his.  That  gentleman  had  admitted  that 
Congress  might,  if  they  thought  proper,  intro- 
duce a  qnalincation  of  their  assent  to  the  ad- 
miEBion  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  which  shall 
serve  to  show  its  dissent  to  a  particular  dause 
of  the  oonstitution  of  that  State.  If  this  reso- 
lution, then,  instead  of  being  merely  formal 
and  declaratory,  was  susceptible  of  an  amend- 
ment by  which  Congress  could  exclude  that  in- 
terpretation of  a  particular  clause  of  the  State 
constitation  which  on  its  face  it  bears,  would 
it  be  said  that  the  State  was  a  member  of  the 
Union  without  the  adoption  of  that  resolve  ? 
If  so,  where  did  Congress  derive  the  authority 
to  legislate  on  the  interpretation  of  its  consti- 
tution ?  Mr.  S.  further  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  terms  of  the  preamble 
of  this  resolution,  wherein  it  is  declared  that, 
^whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
&C.,  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on 
the  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  a  convention 
called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  which  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  so  formed,  is 
repnbUcan,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prorisions 
of  the  said  act."  The  reason  assigned  for  her 
admiaoon  ia,  that  she  has  formed  a  coDstitntion 


in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
last  session.  How  could  the  committee  know 
this?  By  their  own  examination?  Could 
Congress,  then,  declare  this  to  be  the  case, 
without  having  examined  the  constitution  of 
the  new  State?  Certainly  not.  And  when,  in 
the  act  authorizing  the  formation  of  this  con- 
stitution, were  found  two  limitations^  that  it 
should  be  republican,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  did  it  not  become  indispensable,  before 
passing  a  preamble  and  resolution  like  this,  that 
the  members  of  this  House  should  be  satisfied 
in  their  own  minds  that  these  requisitions  have 
been  complied  with  ? 

If  in  a  single  article,  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri be  repugnant  to  tiiat  of  the  United  States, 
said  Mr.  S.,  can  we  seriously  assert  that  she 
has  formed  a  oonstitution  according  to  the 
authority  given  to  her  ?  And.  when  called  on 
to  say  how  we  can  reconcile  it  to  ourselves  to 
sanction  such  a  contradiction  in  terms,  will  it 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that  question,  and  will  leave  it  to  the  Ju- 
diciary to  decide?  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it  I  exclaimed  Mr.  SEBOEAirr.  Why,  then, 
prescribe  to  the  people  of  Missouri  any  condi- 
tions in  the  first  instance?  Why  not  say,  we 
gave  her  a  right  to  form  a  oonstitution ;  she 
has  formed  it,  and  whether  it  be  or  be  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Union  ?  The  oontradio- 
tion  was  sufficiently  apparent  in  the  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution;  it  would  be 
seen  at  once,  that  the  House  was  neither  con- 
forming to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  act  of  the  last  session,  nor  to  any 
principle  heretofore  observed  in  the  admission 
of  States.  Could  it  be  said  that  Congress  had 
parted  with  the  power  of  looking  into  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  when  it  had  expressly  pre- 
scribed conditions  which  should  be  indispensa- 
ble to  its  acceptance  ?  The  terms  of  the  com- 
pact, if  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  to  be  con- 
sidered a  compact)  between  the  United  States 
and  Missouri,  were  perfectiy  clear ;  and  he  took 
this  opportunity  of  saying,  that,  if  Missouri 
was  involved  in  difficulty — If  Congress  found 
itself  in  perplexity — ^if  the  Union  was  disturbed 
on  this  occasion — ^if  this  House  was  impelled  to 
the  consideration  of  questions  which  it  was 
painful  to  act  upon,  it  was  not  the  fbult  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  it  was 
the  fault  of  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  might  be 
their  error — an  error  which  they  would  be  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect— for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  believe  the 
people  of  Missouri  would  have  wantonly  intro- 
duced into  their  constitution  a  clause  at  vari- 
ance with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
under  an  impression  that  this  act  of  admission 
was  a  mere  form.  They  would  not  wantonly 
have  done  it,  for  it  could  not  be  either  their 
interest  or  their  inclination  to  try  the  temper 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States— to  trv 
how  far  its  regard  to  the  constitution  would 
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bear  it  out  in  the  contest,  or  how  far  it  wonld 
consent  to  surrender  a  portion  of  the  rights  of 
the  whole  Union  to  avoid  a  difficulty  which  the 
people  of  Missonri  have  themselves  created. 
There  was  prescribed  to  them  but  one  condi- 
tion; to  tl^at  condition  they  had  not  conformed, 
and  they  are  not  entitled  to  admission  into  the 
Union.  The  failure  to  fulfil  the  compact  is  on 
tiie  part  of  the  people  of  MiBsouri ;  and,  said 
Mr.  S.,  when  we  come,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to 
the  question  between  remanding  this  constitu- 
tion for  reconsideration,  or  giving  up  the  small- 
est possible  portion  of  constitutional  power, 
I  trust  that  the  people  of  every  part  of  the 
Union  would  bear  us  out  in  saymg  that  the 
constitution  shall  be  inviolate;  and  that  we 
shall  not  be  the  first  to  set  a  precedent  which, 
begun  to-day,  may  be  followed  to-morrow,  un- 
til it  involves  the  very  existence  of  owe  Gov- 
ernment. 

Would  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
think  more  highly  of  Oongrees  were  it  to  yield 
to  them  on  iSaa  occasion?  Would  they  not 
hereafter  come  into  the  Union  with  more  re- 
roect  for  Ckmgress,  and  with  more  respect  for 
themselveeL  too — with  a  higher  sense  of  the 
value  of  admission  into  the  Union,  if  Oongress 
now  fairly  met  this  question,  thus  giving  to  the 
people  of  Missouri  an  assurance  that  what  was 
now  done  with  respect  to  them  should  be  here- 
after the  rule  of  conduct  for  Congress^  to 
others  asking  admission  into  the  Union  ?  Would 
it  not  show  to  them  that  Congress  was  disposed 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  preserve  the  blessings 
of  this  Government  for  them  and  for  their  pos- 
terity? What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  submission  by  Congress  in  the  pres- 
ent case  ?  Missouri  will  have  extorted  from  us 
something;  another  State  will  extort  something 
more ;  each  will  appeal  to  our  fears,  which  may 
be  well  or  ill-founded ;  each  new  State  will  en- 
deavor to  exact  from  us  what  she  thinks  will 
make  for  her  own  interest,  until  at  last  they 
will  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ask  our  leave 
to  do  aa  they  choose.  How  much  better  would 
it  be  for  Congress  at  once  to  take  its  ground, 
and  refuse  to  sanction  the  constitution  of  any 
State  which  is  in  any  respect  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States  I 

Suppose  that  this  constitution  of  Missouri,  in- 
stead of  being  faulty  in  a  single  particular,  were 
throughout,  from  beginning  to  end,  at  variance 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Would  it  be  pretended,  in  that  case,  that  Mis- 
souri wasentiued  to  be  admitted  into  tiie  Union  ? 
Certainly  not;  yet  the  only  argument  in  favor 
of  her  admission,  with  one  clause  of  her  consti- 
tution incompatible  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  went  the  whole  length,  or  necessarily 
involved  the  consequence  of  yielding  the  whole ; 
because  it  was  founded  on  the  ground  that  Con- 
gress had  parted  with  the  whole  power,  and  had 
no  right  to  pass  upon  the  constitution ;  on  the 
sround,  in  short,  that  Missouri  is  now  admitted 
mto  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  himself,  however,  had,  in  an- 


other part  of  his  speech,  given  up  this,  whidi 
was  the  essential  part  of  Mb  argument;  for  he 
had  concluded  that,  if  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  particulars  whicli  could  not  be 
submitted  to  the  jui^cisl  authoritv  for  decision. 
Congress  ought  to  interfere.  Ii,  said  Mr.  S., 
we  ought  in  any  case  to  interfere,  there  must 
be  a  mode  of  interference.  What  is  the  mode, 
and  what  should  be  the  time?  When,  cer- 
tainly, she  presents  herself  for  admission.  And, 
if  we  have  then  a  right  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  or  is  not  occasion  for  our  interference, 
is  not  the  whole  ground  of  the  gentieman's  ar- 
gument abandoned  ? 

Pursuing  his  argument,  Mr.  S.  said  he  held 
it  to  be  perfectiy  true  that  there  could  be  no 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States  which  would  not  produce  injurious  civil 
and  political  effects,  as  distinguished  from  in^^ 
dividual  ^ects  over  which  the  Judiciary  have 
controL  How  many  men  may  be  injured  be^ 
fore  one  man  appears  with  a  spirit  to  resist  the 
iniustice  I  What,  Mr.  S.  asked,  did  the  history 
of  all  Governments  exhibit  to  us  but  a  series  of 
usurpations  on  one  hand  and  sufferings  on  the 
other,  submitted  to  until  they  became  too 
grievous  longer  to  be  borne  ?  Men  suffer  long ; 
they  suffer  from  necesrity,  from  poverty,  from 
ignorance,  from  the  want  of  capacity  to  exert 
those  rights  which  belong  to  them,  and  which 
it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  a  wise  Government  to 
preserve  to  them.  Why  is  it  that  the  names  of 
men  who,  in  dl  time  past,  have  resisted  op- 
pression, have  been  inunortalized  by  the  histo- 
rian, the  painter,  and  the  poet?  Why  liave 
they  been  considered  as  entitied  to  peculiar 
honors?  Because  they  took  upon  themselves 
the  burden,  and  a  heavy  burden  it  is,  of  resist- 
ing by  force  the  Gk>vemment  which  had  long 
oppressed  and  persecuted  them  and  their  fellow- 
men,  under  the  forms  of  law.  Now,  said  Mr. 
S.,  if  we  idlow  bad  principles  to  be  admitted 
into  the  constitutions  of  States  formed  under 
our  eye,  or  ffood  principles  to  be  exdnded, 
what  will  be  uie  consequence?  You  shift  the 
responsibility  from  yourselves,  and  leave  it  to 
individuals  to  fight  the  battie  with  the  States. 
Why  do  oxu:  State  constitutions  contain  decla- 
rations of  rights  ?  Why  have  the  people  been 
so  careful  thus  to  lay  down  the  principles  which 
are  to  guide  the  Government  in  its  operations? 
For  the  purpose  of  preserving  political  and 
civil  rights  inviolate  as  well  as  individual  rights, 
and  to  prevent  individuals  from  suffering  under 
their  violation. 

Coming  nearer  to  the  particular  question  in- 
volved in  the  constitution  now  pres^ited  by  Mis- 
souri, Mr.  S.  said,  suppose  that  constitution  had 
said  that  no  free  white  citizen  of  the  United 
States  should  come  to  reside  in  Missouri — ^was 
there  any  gentleman  who  would  say  that,  with 
such  a  provision  in  her  constitution,  Missouri 
ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union?  He 
would  not  answer  for  others,  but,  for  himself^ 
he  believed  such  a  provision  would  produce 
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sQch  a  Bhook  as  would  ocoasion  but  one  feeling 
throoghoQt  the  country — ^that  of  resistance. 
This  was  an  extreme  case,  he  knew,  (not  likely 
to  happen,)  but  he  had  put  it  for  the  purpose  of 
fflustration ;  and  he  confessed  that  the  argument 
appeared  to  him  irresistible,  that  a  power  to 
examine  the  proyisions  of  the  oonstitntion  must 
exist,  and  that  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  in 
certain  cases,  must  necessarily  result. 

If  Oongr^  having  the  power  to  reject, 
should  yet  accept  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  8.  contended  it  could  not,  with  any  pro- 
priety, be  said  that  Congress  did  not  approve 
the  constitation  of  Missouri. 

The  trnst  of  guarding  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  from  violation,  said  he,  la  con- 
tinnatioii,  is  peculiarly  and  emphatically  ours. 
We  are  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  before 
we  enter  on  the  duties  to  which  we  are  called 
under  it ;  and,  he  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  himself,  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  would  go  along  with  him  in 
saying  that  their  support  of  the  constitution 
ou^ht  to  be  active  and  zealous^  and  not  a  cold 
and  pennrions  support.  It  ought  to  be  no 
calculation  how  modi  they  might  give  up  of 
that  oonstitntion,  but  a  determination  that  even 
if  there  be  doubt,  that  doubt  should  be  deter- 
mined in  &vorof  the  constitution.  It  should 
be  thus,  said  he,  that  by  a  constant,  warm,  and 
oordial  support  of  it  here,  we  may  invigorate 
and  quicken  the  respect  and  veneration  for  that 
instrument,  which,  I  trust,  is  entertained  by 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  to  turn  over 
to  the  judiciary  th^  decidon  of  the  question  in- 
volved in  this  constitution,  Mr.  S.  said  he  must 
dedare,  that^  with  the  greatest  respect  possible 
forthejndioary;  with  the  highest  confidence 
in  their  reetitade  and  wisdom ;  with  the  great- 
est willingness  to  submit  to  their  decisions  in 
their  proper  sphere ;  he  could  not  consent,  on  a 
question  which  was  properly  presented  for  his 
own  decision,  to  sa^,  let  the  question  sleep  tiU 
some  humbLe  individual,  some  poor  citizen, 
shaU  come  forward  and  daim  a  aedsion  of  it. 
He  never  would  pass  a  duty  by,  by  leaving  it  to 
some  individual  to  do  what  Congress  ou^t  to 
have  done.  No^  Mr.  S.  said,  his  idea  of  support- 
ing the  constitution  was,  to  give  it  such  an  ac- 
tive snpport  as  should  convince  everybody  that 
even  the  appearance  of  violation  of  it  would  not 
be  permitted.  And  he  begged  gentlemen,  be- 
fore th^  consented  to  take  a  course  different 
from  this,  that  they  would  consider,  seriously 
ccnsider,  what  may  be  the  effect,  in  a  Govem- 
meot  depending  on  public  opinion  for  its  sup- 
port of  a  disrespect  of  its  authority  exhibited 
on  this  floor. 

Mr.  8.  then  noticed  the  argument  which  Mr. 
Lowsnis  had  derived  from  the  Journal  of  this 
House  of  the  last  sesdon,  in  the  case  of  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tatlob  to  amend  the  Missouri  act 
so  as  to  require  her  constitution,  when  formed, 
to  be  approved  by  Congress,  ^,  before  she 
could  became  a  State — ^whioh  motion  was  nega- 


tived by  two  to  one.  Mr.  S.  admitted  the  flact, 
but  argued  that  it  proved  nothing  in  favor  of 
Mr.  LowNDSS^s  argument.  Gentiemen  had 
voted  against  it  on  various  grounds;  some,  he 
knew,  bad  voted  against  it  because  they  be- 
heved  it  superfluous,  holding  the  opinion  whidi 
he  was  now  maintaining,  that  the  constitution 
must)  of  course,  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress 
before  it  could  be  of  any  authority,  &c. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred,  for  illustration,  to  the 
case  of  Louisiana,  who  was  required  to  submit 
her  constitution  to  Congress,  and  it  was  sub- 
mitted and  approved  accordingly  before  it  went 
into  operation.  If  Congress,  according  to  the 
gentieman^s  argument,  had  no  right  to  do  so, 
tills  proceeding  was  all  unconstitutional  and 
void.  And  it  was  worthy  of  remark  that,  at 
the  same  time  that  constitution  was  required  to 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  it  was  also  required 
to  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Yet  Louidana  was  not  intended 
to  be  admitted  on  different  terms  from  other 
States,  but  on  the  same,  &o. 

But)  independentiy  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, it  had  been  asserted  that  IGssouri  is  now 
a  State ;  that  she  is  a  State  in  fiiot.  Mr.  S. 
asked  of  gentiemen  serioudy  to  condder  this 
position.  From  what  time  has  she  become  a 
State?  From  the  moment  of  the  passage  of 
our  act)  from  that  of  the  adoption  of  her  con- 
stitution, or  from  that  of  the  organization  of 
her  government?  He  did  not  distinctiy  under- 
stand from  what  point  of  time  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina  dated  her  independence — 

[Mr.  Lowndes  here  explained  what  point  of 
time  he  referred  to.  It  was  at  the  moment 
when,  the  question  having  been  formally  pro- 
posed to  the  people  of  Missouri,  whether  tiiey 
chose  to  form  a  constitution  ana  State  govern- 
ment, they  voted  it  expedient  to  do  so,  it  was 
then  that  he  thought  arose  the  right  in  them  of 
self-government.] 

Mr.  S.  did  not  condder  the  point  of  time  in 
this  respect  material.  The  question  was,  is 
Missouri  entitied  to  the  rights  of  a  State  until 
she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congress? 
In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  said,  no  reason 
had  been  assigned  that  was  founded  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Reasons  had 
been  assigned  by  the  gentieman  of  South  Caro- 
Ima,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  founded  in  a 
convenience  which  amounted  to  a  sort  of  ne- 
cesdty,  but  no  argument  had  been  drawn  from 
the  constitution  in  support  of  this  position.  We 
have  the  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  (Jnion, 
said  Mr.  S.,  but  was  it  ever  supposed  that  a 
State  was  admitted,  by  her  own  act,  before  we 
admitted  her?  Could  it  be  pretended  that^ 
when  Congress  authorized  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  constitution,  and  unaer  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  they  did  admit  them 
into  the  Union?  It  might  be  argued,  with 
some  plausibility,  that  Congress  had  by  that  act 
engaged  that,  at  some  time,  they  should  be  ad- 
mitted iato  the  Union.  If  the  authority  given 
had  been  to  erect  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
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and  independent  State,  Mr.  8.  would  haye  been 
able  to  understand  the  argument  that  they  are 
now  a  State.  Bnt,  when  Congress  gave  them 
anthoritj  to  form  a  oonstitntion  to  fit  them  for 
admission,  to  s^  that  Congress  did  then  admit 
tiiem  into  the  Union  was  an  argument  not  in- 
telligible; and  almost  equally  so  was  that 
which  made  her  out  to  be  a  State  whenever  her 
people  had  formed  a  constitution. 

TTie  United  States,  with  respect  to  her  ter- 
ritory, stood  almost  in  the  same  relation  as  one 
of  the  States  to  its  territory.  Virginia,  for  ex- 
ample, gave  authority  to  the  people  of  that  part 
of  her  territory  which  is  now  Kentucky,  to 
form  a  oonstitntion.  The  territory  called  a 
convention,  made  a  State  government,  fixed  the 
mode  of  her  eleclions,  and  elected  her  officers. 
TVas  she  then  a  member  of  the  Union?  Tes, 
when  Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the 
Union.  Was  she  a  State  before  that  took  place  ? 
Certainly  not.  So  with  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  Congress  gives  them  authoritv 
to  make  a  constitution,  preparatory  to  their  ad- 
missioiL  and  that  being  done,  Congress  may 
admit  them. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.  further,  Bepresentatives  from 
\  a  Territory  which  has  thus  formed  a  constitu- 
tion, present  themselves  at  the  door  of  this 
House,  is  not  the  House  bound  to  inquire 
whether  they  are  the  Representatives  of  a 
State?  Must  we  not  examine  whether  they 
are  properly  deputed,  or  must  we  admit  any- 
body and  everybody  who  presents  himself  and 
decUree  that  he  is  the  Bepresentative  of  a  State  9 
We  may  know  the  fact  out  of  doors,  but  it  must 
also  be  known  here;  to  ascertain  it,  we  are 
obliged  to  examine  the  constitution.  Mr.  S. 
entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  show  the 
inconvenience  which  would  result  from  each 
branch  of  the  Government  being  left  to  deter- 
mine for  itself  the  independence  of  a  State,  the 
chance  of  thehr  not  concurring  in  their  views  of 
the  subject,  and  the  incongruity  which  would 
result  from  such  a  disagreement. 

The  orderly,  politic,  and  regular  course  of 
proceeding  in  such  a  case  as  this,  was  so  obvi- 
ous, he  said,  that  he  was  only  astonished  that, 
in  any  case,  a  different  course  had  been  pur- 
sued. In  the  main,  he  said,  the  construction 
had  been  that  for  which  he  contended.  What- 
ever irregularities  there  might  have  been  in 
other  respects,  with  respect  to  the  newly  formed 
States,  the  Aill  extannon  to  a  State  of  the  bene- 
fits of  its  admission  into  the  Union  had  never 
taken  place,  until,  by  some  act.  Congress  had 
expressly  or  impliedly  recognized  its  admission. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the 
practice  of  our  Covemment  sustained  the  doc- 
trine which  he  had  endeavored  to  show  was 
inconsistent  with  its  theory.    With  respect  to 

Pedents,  whilst  he  disavowed  a  slavish  sub- 
on  to  their  authority,  yet  he  acknowl- 
edged that  if  they  were  dear  and  undeviating, 
showing  a  uniform  practice  under  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  present  time,  he  should  consider  them 
of  veiy  high  authority.    He  recollected,  in  a 


case  at  the  last  session,  the  gentieman  firom 
South  Carolina  had  not  considered  them  of  so 
great  weight ;  but  Mr.  S.  said  he  agreed  with 
that  gentieman  now  in  allowing  them  weight, 
provided  they  have  the  character  of  uniformity. 
He  was  mistaken  if^  upon  examination,  they  did 
not  turn  out  differentiy  from  what  the  member 
from  South  Carolina  had  supposed.  In  examin- 
ing them,  a  precedent  might  be  made  out  to 
warrant  any  course  gentiemen  chose,  they  dif- 
^red  so  much  firom  each  other;  among  them 
might  be  found  one  for  a  people  making  a  oon- 
stitntion without  previous  authority  from  Con- 
gr^  and  that  too  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  for  which  nobody  would  contend. 
Mr.  S.  here  briefiy  ran  over  the  cases  of  ad- 
misnon  into  the  Union,  commenting  on  each. 
Kentucky,  Vermont,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  and 
Louisiana,  were  admitted  up  to  1811,  inclnsiYe, 
and  in  every  case  some  act  of  the  GovemmeKit 
had  been  thought  necessary,  precedent  or  sab- 
sequent,  to  entitie  them  to  admission.  Prom 
the  year  1811,  however,  every  State  admitted 
(five  in  number,  besides  Mkine,  whose  case  was 
peculiar)  had  been  formed  by  previous  author- 
ity, and  had  come  into  the  Union  by  virtue  of 
an  act  or  resolution  expressly  admitting  her. 
Would  gentiemen,  then,  take  the  singe  preoe- 
dent  of  Kentucky,  of  Tennessee,  of  Vermont, 
with  their  peculiarities,  and  apply  it  to  a  State 
formed  out  of  a  new  Territory  purchased  by  the 
United  States,  or  would  they  take  the  case  of 
other  States,  which  formed  a  series  of  prece- 
dents, each  distinctiy  recognizing  the  power  of 
Congress  to  give  previous  authority  to  a  people 
to  form  a  constitution,  and  also  the  authorit|r  and 
right  of  Congress  to  admit  them  into  the  Union, 
and  the  necessity  of  such  an  act  of  admission  ? 

With  respect  to  elections  by  the  inchoate 
States,  he  considered  them  as  providonal,  and 
made  valid  by  the  ratification  <^  the  constitu- 
tion. The  Bepresentative  ftom  Indiana  taking 
his  seat  before  the  passage  of  the  act  for  her 
admission,  he  considered  an  oversight  And 
was  not  the  fact  of  the  Bepresentative  from 
Missouri  remaining  absent,  asserting  no  right  as 
a  Bepresentative,  and  not  being  admitted  as 
such,  (and  so  of  her  Senators  also,)  a  stronger 
evidence  of  the  opinion,  not  only  of  the  old 
States,  but  of  the  new  States  too,  than  a  single 
precedent  of  irregularity,  as  that  of  Indiana? 

Having  shown,  in  his  opinion,  that  Congress 
possessed  the  right  and  power  to  examine  this 
question,  Mr.  S.  proceeaed  to  the  remaining 
points  in  the  discussion. 

In  this  particular  case,  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing proposed,  struck  him  as  the  most  objection- 
able that  could  be  devised ;  because  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  report  and  the  observations  <^ 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  did  admit  that 
there  was  something  in  the  constitution  formed 
by  the  people  of  Idissouri,  upon  which,  if  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  speak,  gentlemen  would 
be  obliged  to  say  they  are  of  opinion  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  the  commit^ 
tee  are  willing  to  leave  the  decision  on  a  par> 
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tiealar  daase  to  ihe  Judiciary;  in  the  neit 
place^  they  think  it  susceptible  of  an  interpreta- 
tlon  not  inconsistent  witn  the  Constitution  of 
the  Unit^  States ;  and,  it  is  lastly  suggested, 
that  Congress  may  avoid  the  difficulty  by  a  pro- 
test, or  explanation,  or  interpretation  of  the 
clause,  as  they  desire  it  to  be  understood.  All 
this  seemed  to  oonvey  the  impression  that  there 
was  something  there,  which  gentlemen  wished 
to  avoid  voting  and  deciding  upon. 

To  refer  the  subject  to  the  Judiciary  was  one 
mode  proposed  for  getting  over  it.  To  this 
course  there  were  a  great  many  objections, 
which  doubtless  had  already  occurrea  to  the 
minds  of  the  committee.  Among  these,  Mr. 
&  dwelt  particularly  on  the  following:  that,  if 
it  be  the  duty  of  this  House  to  pronounce  on 
any  question,  they  had  no  rig^t  to  shift  the  re- 
sponsbility  on  the  Judiciary;  and  that  Oon- 
gresB  cannot  send  the  question  to  the  Judiciary, 
there  being  no  mode  prescribed  in  the  coostitu- 
tion  by  which  they  could  do  it. 

WiUi  regard  to  leaving  it  to  chance  to  bring 
it  before  the  Judiciary,  that  chance  might  never 
come,  &C.  If  the  Judiciary  were,  indeed,  the 
tribunal  to  decide  the  question,  they  ought  to 
decide  it  before  the  House  acted  on  it.  An- 
other great  objection  to  the  course  proposed 
was,  that  it  would  unnecessarily  throw  on  the 
Judiciary  the  performance  of  an  odious  duty, 
which  he  acknowledged  this  to  be ;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  gentlemen  showed  too  strongly, 
by  their  mode  of  proceeding,  and  their  endeav- 
ors to  throw  it  from  themselves,  that  they  felt 
it  to  be  so.  But  this  House  was  much  better 
able  to  bear  the  od^m  of  it  than  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  never  would  consent  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  should,  for  their 
own  relief^  burden  the  Judidary  with  that  sort 
ef  quMtion,  the  decision  of  which  makes  it 
most  abnoxiiOVM^  exposes  it  most  to  that  excite- 
m^gnt  which,  of  all  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  least  capable  of  contending  against. 
The  e&cts  of  unpopulc^  decisions  in  the  State 
ooorts^  showed  what  might  possibly  be  the  ef- 
£BCt,  in  similar  cases,  on  the  United  States  Ju- 
diciary. He  wished  the  whole  strength  of  the 
Federal  Judiciary  might  be  maintained  unim- 
paired lor  cases  wherein  the  exertion  of  it  might 
be  neoessaiy,  which  it  was  not  in  the  present 
case.  Another  objection  to  the  course  proposed 
waa,  that,  if  the  ammient  in  its  favor  proved 
any  thing,  it  proved  too  much.  The  more  ob- 
jectioname  a  daose  of  the  constitution  is,  the 
stronger  is  the  reason  against  the  reference  of 
it  to  the  Judiciary,  because  it  would  there  more 
oertainly  be  declared  so.  A  full  consideration  of 
all  the  views  which  could  be  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  S.  sflSd,  would  bring  him  back  to  tlte 
true  ground,  that  this  House  ought  to  decide 
itself  upon  tiie  question. 

If  the  Judiciary  had  been  the  proper  tribunal 
to  determine  this  question,  Mr.  S.  went  on  to 
aigue,  it  was  so  as  to  all  questions  which  could 
ariae  respecting  a  new  constitution;  and  if  a 
giQflB  and  palp^le  series  of  infractions  of  the 


Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  con- 
tained in  a  constitution  formed  by  the  people 
of  a  Territory,  Congress  would  be  justified,  as 
much  as  in  the  present  case,  in  referring  it  to 
the  Judiciary. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  present  was  a 
case  which  it  would  be  difficult  for  Congress  to 
decide,  because  the  clause  of  the  Missouri  con- 
stitution was  said  to  have  offended  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
which  it  was  most  difficult  to  give  a  precise  in- 
terpretation. That  clause  Mr.  S.  quoted  in  the 
following  words :  ^*  The  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and-  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Mr.  S. 
said  he  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  believe 
that  this  clause  was  so  difficult  of  construction 
that  this  House  could  not  decide  whether  or 
not  it  had  been  violated  in  a  given  case ;  be- 
cause, in  one  of  our  standard  books,  (die  Fed- 
eralist,) one  of  those  authorities  to  which  we 
refer  for  light  in  difficult  cases  of  constructioB 
of  the  constitution,  it  was  said  that  this  very 
clause  was  the  **  basis  of  the  Union.''  Strange^ 
indeed,  that  this  clause  should  have  been  con- 
sidered the  basis  of  the  Union,  and  yet  so 
equivocal  that  a  construction  could  not  be  given 
to  it. 

If  there  was  a  difficulty  in  defining  precisely 
the  scope  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution,  there 
could  be  none  in  deciding  that  it  does  give  to 
the  citizens  of  each  State  in  the  Union  the  hum- 
blest and  lowest  right  enjoyed  by  a  free  man. 
Did  any  one  doubt,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  this 
clause  gives  to  citizens  of  every  State  the  free 
right  to  go  into  any  other  State,  to  return,  or 
to  remain  there?  If  that  was  deified,  then  he 
would  agree  that  this  clause  of  the  constitution 
was  all  words  and  no  meaning.  Here,  then, 
was  the  very  point  of  this  question.  If  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  has,  either 
by  its  own  positive  provisions,  or  by  enjoining 
it  on  its  Legislature,  excluded  altogether  from 
the  State  of  Missouri  any  man  who  is  a  citizen 
of  another  State  in  this  Union,  then  it  is  im- 
possible to  reconcile  that  constitution  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be 
a  defiance,  which  is  worse  than  resistance,  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  it  nad 
been  intentional ;  but  Mr.  S.  acquitted  Missouri 
of  any  such  intention. 

Mr.  S.  declined  going  into  the  question  how 
far  a  State  had  a  right  to  make  laws  with  re- 
gard to  a  certain  dass  of  persons  referred  to  in 
&e  objected  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution. 
He  briefly  examined  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
LowKDES  that  that  clause  did  not  intend  to  ex- 
clude such  persons  as  were  citizens  in  other 
States.  But  the  clause  itself  Mr.  S.  said,  made 
no  distinction  of  classes,  but  extended  equally 
to  both  classes.  Missouri  might  make  the  dis- 
tinction if  she  chose.  Was  it  for  Congress  to 
make  an  exception  for  her  which  she  did  not 
choose  to  make  for  herself,  and  which  the  Leg- 
islature of  Missouri  might  not  choose  to  con- 
sider as  any  part  of  that  clause  of  the  constita« 
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tion  ?  Congress  had  no  right  to  interpret  for 
them  their  own  meaning.  He  then  went  on  to 
show  in  what  States  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens,  and  mentioned  North  Oarolina,  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts  amon^  them.  To 
make  them  citizens  of  any  State  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary they  should  have  a  right  to  vote,  as  Mr. 
S.  showed  by  various  references  that  more  than 
half  the  white  men  hi  some  of  onr  Stotes  did 
not  vote,  because  they  were  not  freeholders ; 
yet  no  one  would  deny  them  to  be  citizens  of 
those  States,  &o. 

It  was  the  humble  simple  privilege  of  loco- 
motion only  that  was  now  claimed  for  these 
persons ;  it  was  a  right  indispensable  'to  citi- 
zenship, and  it  was  aU  that  was  a^ed  for  in 
the  present  case.  If  there  was  any  way  in 
which  a  citizen  of  one  State  can  enjoy  all  the 

grivileges  and  immunities  of  a  citizen  of  another 
tate,  and  yet  not  be  permitted  to  set  his  foot 
in  it,  Mr.  S.  said  he  dionld  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed of  it.  With  respect  to  the  right  of  Mis- 
souri or  of  any  Stete  of  the  Union  to  regulate 
ito  own  citizens,  or  to  prescribe  laws  for  their 
government,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
me  United  States^  Mr.  S.  said,  no  one  pretended 
to  interfere.  She  must  regulate  her  own  con- 
cerns upon  such  policy  as  she  thinks  best,  &c. 
On  what  would  be  her  true  policy,  Mr.  S.  made 
a  few  remarks  which  the  reporter  did  not  hear 
with  sufficient  distinctness  to  report  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  dear 
that,  unless  something  was  introduced,  by  in- 
terpretation, into  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  respecting  fr^e  people  of  color, 
which  the  framers  of  it  have  not  introduced, 
and  which  it  is  not  known  that  they  would  be 
willing  to  introduce,  it  is  a  plain  and  palpable 
infraction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

The  plain  course,  then,  he  believed,  was  not 
to  receive  the  constitution  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri.  For  himself,  he  believed,  and 
with  him  many  of  the  members  of  this  House 
believed,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
look  into  the  constitution,  and  if  they  found  it 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  rt^t  it 

What  the  consequences  of  doing  so  might  be, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  anticipate;  but)  what- 
ever they  might  be,  they  could  not  be  worse 
than  the  recognition  of  the  constitution  m  its 
present  shape.  But  why  apprehend  any  disa- 
greeable consequences?  ^ght  not  Congress 
discuss  a  question  of  this  sort  without  reference 
to  danger  !  Might  it  not  reject  this  constitution 
of  Missouri,  without  giving  her  any  right  to  un- 
qualified independence  9  Or  was  this  House  to 
give  way,  rignt  or  wrong?  True,  Mr.  S.  said, 
Congress  had  been  much  divided  in  opinion  on 
the  question  of  the  last  session,  and  they  might 
be  on  this.  But,  as  far  as  gentlemen  might 
think  the  consequences  of  such  division  danger- 
ous— ^the  consequences  they  dreaded  were  the 
consequences  of  free  and  fair  investigation — the 
consequence  of  men  doing  what  they  believe  to 


be  right ;  and  when  men  yield  to  fears  excited 
by  such  causes^  they  give  up  the  right  of  free 
discussion,  the  right  of  exercising  their  own 
judgment,  the  right  of  miuntaining  what,  in 
their  consciences,  they  think  to  be  right  Does 
it  follow,  because  there  is  a  strong  opposition 
to  any  measure,  because  there  is  great  feeling 
and  warmth  on  it,  that  therefore  principle  is  to 
be  abandbned  ?  That  no  one  would  maintain. 
Neither  was  it  consistent  with  the  theory  of 
our  Government;  because,  at  last^  the  Will  of 
the  m<gority  must  govern.  And;  whatever 
fears  might  be  entertained  by  others,  Mr.  8. 
said  he  felt  confident  that  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority would  be  subnutted  to. 

With  respect  to  what  would  be  the  condition 
of  the  Territory  on  the  rejection  of  this  consti- 
tution, Mr,  S.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  it  would 
be  territorial.  What  provision  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  in  respect  to  it  he  did  not  pre* 
tend  to  say,  nor  whether  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  any.  A  case  of  the  sort  had  never 
occurred  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  and 
it  would,  if  it  occurred,  deserve  a  careful  and 
deliberate  examination  and  decision.  Here  Mr. 
S.  concluded  his  observations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs,  who  desired  an 
opportunity  of  stating  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  the  committee  ros^ 
and  the  House  ac(joumed. 


Fbidat,  December  8. 
Missouri — Citiaenskip  of  Free  Fenons  of  Color. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  de* 
daring  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  iNew  York,  said :  Whatever 
our  opinions  may  be  on  the  subject  which  was 
here  agitated  at  the  last  session,  it  is  now  to  be 
determined  whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  distinguished  rank  of  one  of  the  sister 
States  of  our  Union.  Believing  that  the  con- 
stitution which  she  has  present^  to  us  is  repng- 
nant,  at  least  in  one  of  its  provisions,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  am  con- 
strained to  express  an  opinion  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration. 
The  Legislature  of  the  proposed  State  are  di- 
rected, ^*as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in 
the  State,  nnder  any  pretext  whatever."  The 
authority  thus  conferred  by  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri on  their  Legislature,  in  my  judgment,  in- 
fringes the  security  conteined  in  the  Constitn« 
tion  of  the  United  Stetes,  that  ^^the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  sevwal 
States." 

The  committee  who  reported  this  resolution 
have  said,  that  "  of  all  the  articles  in  our  con- 
stitution, there  is  probably  not  one  more  diflS- 
cult  to  construe  well,"  than  this.    I  had,  in- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


25 


189a] 


I  Slate  ComttHtaiim—CitueMk^  of  Free  CcXond  Penont, 


[H.  OF  K 


deed^  supposed,  that,  on  the  principle  estabfished 
in  this  article,  rested  the  whole  stractore  of  onr 
National  Government.  It  was  upon  oonsidera- 
tions  derired  chiefly  fix)ni  the  nature  of  onr  po- 
h'tieal  sjstem  in  this  respect,  that  I  had  at  the 
Isst  session  formed  the  opinion  against  onr 
poirer  to  insist  on  the  restriction  proposed  to 
be  inserted  in  the  bill  then  before  ns. 

The  foundation  of  tfais-artide  of  tiie  constltn- 
tion  is  laid  deep  in  the  stmctnre  of  the  GoTcm- 
meol '  It  is  capable  of  no  construction  which 
does  not  plainly  denote  the  uniyersalitj  of  its 
operation,  and  its  nniform  application  to  indi- 
Ffdnsj  rif;^fat  thron^hont  eveiy  portion  of  the 
jutthiL    Joy  what  tenure  except  this  is  a  dtizen 
of  Sew  York  invested  -with  the  right  of  inherit- 
aoce  to  lands  In  Ohio  9     By  what  otiier  author- 
itj  are  the  oonrts  of  Justice  thrown  open  in 
Yir^nia  or  If&w  York  to  the  citizens  of  every 
otiier  State  f     It  is  the  operation  of  this  clause 
whidi  redaoes  ns  to  a  perfect  equality  of  rights 
with  those  aronnd   ns,  wheresoeyer  we  may 
transfer  ourselves  in   every  part  of  the  Repub- 
lic.   Ilie  right  of  acquiring  lands  by  purchase 
in  other  States— of  devising  them  to  our  chil- 
dren—of enforoing  private  contracts,  and  an 
almost  infinite  variety  of  civil  privileges,  are  all 
sustained  on  this  obvious  construction  of  the 
clause  in  question.      To  have  omitted  it  would, 
in  a  Govemment  like  ours,  have  destroyed  the 
whole  harmony  of  the  system,  and  produced  the 
most  jarring  and  discordant  conflictaon  of  privi- 
leges.   Without  it,  the  citizens  of  each  State, 
except  in  relation   to  the  powers  specifically 
delegated  to  the  Union,  would  have  been  alto- 
gether aliens  and  strangers  to  each  other,  with- 
out any  other  xnntnality  of  privileges  than  those 
derived  from  their  common  limited  National 
Confederacy.     Instead  of  inheriting  the  estates 
of  their  ancestors  in  other  States,  the  law  of 
escheats  wonid  have  transferred  them  to  for- 
eign sovereignty.     The  enforcement  of  private 
right,  if  not  the  secority  of  personal  liberty, 
would  have  depended  on  the  will  or  caprice  of 
every  State  Lie^latnre.     Regulations  of  the 
most  unjnst  natnre  might  have  created  and 
muntained  the  most  odious  and  oppressive  dis- 
tinetiona.     The  i^hole  tendency  of  the  system 
would  have  heen  to  estrange  us  from  each 
other,  and  probahly  in  the  course  of  time  we 
sboold  have  fonnd  in  the  want  of  this  equality 
of  privUeges  perhaps  the  rery  source  of  disunion 
itself.     li^  sir,  as  tiae  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  seemed  to  ad- 
mit, eases  might  hi^^pen  in  which  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  the  admission  of 
a  State  into  the  Union  for  the  repugnancy  of 
its  constitution  to  that  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, can  we  scarcely  imagine  a  case  more 
deeply  affeetuig  the  validity  of  our  system,  and 
more  ealculated  to  lead  to  the  most  dangerous 
eneroaehments  on  private  rights  and  personal 
Uberty,  than  an  impugnment  of  this  clause  of 
oar  oonstitntion. 

The  power  of  determining  to  whom  the  privi- 
lege of  dtizenship  shall  extend  in  the  respective 


States  has  been  vested,  or  rather  was  left  un- 
touched in  the  hands  of  tihe  State  Legislatures, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  the  naturalization  of  foreigners 
or  aliens.  The  power  thus  vested  in  Congress 
appears  to  be  necessarily  exclusive,  and  was 
probably  intended  to  be  so.  With  this  diminu- 
tion only  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  in  this 
respect,  the  original  power  inherent  in  every  Gov- 
emment of  determining  the  extent  of  the  right 
of  citizenship  remains  unimpaired  in  the  States. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  while  under  the 
old  Confederation,  this  power  in  the  States  ex- 
tended to  the  naturalization  of  aliens,  its  exer- 
cise in  some  of  them  had  produced  serious 
complaints  from  the  other  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  adoption  of  aliens  into  our  po- 
litical umiHes  as  citizens  by  the  laws  of  one 
State,  gave  to  that  class  of  persons,  by  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  Confederation,  privileges  of 
trade,  and  commerce,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zenship, in  the  rest  deemed  by  many  to  have 
been  productive  of  serious  inconveniences  to 
their  own  citizens,  and  unreasonable  interfer- 
ence with  theur  separate  interests.  The  power 
of  extending  the  benefit  of  naturalization  to 
aliens,  was,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
other  features  of  our  Government,  which  were 
truly  national  in  regard  to  its  external  relations, 
delegated  to  the  General  Govemment.  With 
this  exception  only,  the  people  of  each  State 
still  retain  and  exercise  the  power  of  conferring 
upon  all  the  various  classes  of  persons  within 
their  respective  State  jurisdictions,  such  rights 
and  privileges  as  to  themselves  shall  appear 
most  conducive  to  their  interest,  and  most  con- 
sonant to  their  own  views  of  Justice,  equality, 
and  good  govemment.  Whatever  inconvenien- 
ces may  be  supposed  to  result  from  the  inciden- 
tal operation  of  this  power,  in  relation  to  the 
other  States,  must  be  attributed  therefore  to 
that  principle  of  our  Union,  without  which  our 
National  Govemment  would  retdn  as  littie 
perhaps  of  permanency  as  utility. 

The  description  of  persons  disfranchised  by 
the  proposea  constitution  of  Missouri,  have 
been  admitted  to  the  rank  of  f^men  in  other 
States,  and  recognized  as  citizens.  In  the 
State  of  New  York,  for  instance,  they  have  in 
many  cases  more  decisive  characteristics  of  citi- 
zens, and  enjoy  greater  privileges  than  a  large 
class  of  the  free  white  population,  to  whom 
none  would  deny  the  character  of  citizensliip. 
Possessed  of  the  qualifications  for  sufirage  re- 
quired by  her  State  constitution,  they  exercise 
the  electoral  right  of  voting  for  the  Executive 
and  Senatorial  departments,  while  a  great 
portion  of  the  fi-ee  white  population,  not  in- 
vested with  the  same  qualifications,  enjoy  only 
the  subordinate  privilege  of  electing  delegates 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  or  are  deprived  alto- 
gether of  the  right  of  suffrage.  As  freemen  of 
that  State  they  are  represented,  even  here,  by 
the  exercise  of  their  electoral  franchise,  in 
virtue  of  their  character  as  a  portion  of  "the 
people    of  the  several   States^"   having   the 
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^  qnalificatioDs  for  electors  of  the  most  namer- 
ons  branoh  of  the  State  Legislatares."  It  would 
be  no  difficult  task,  by  referring  to  the  oonsti- 
tations  and  laws  of  many  other  States,  to  point 
out  the  same  recognition  of  this  class  of  persons 
as  free  citizens ;  but  a  more  decisive  evidence 
of  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion,  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
National  Government  itself.  The  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  protection  of  American 
seamen  from  impressment  have  been  -construed 
(and  without  question  of  the  correctness  of  such 
an  interpretation)  to  extend  to  this  class  of  per- 
sons. As  *'  citizens  of  the  United  States, '^ao- 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  they  have  uni- 
formly received  certificates  of  protection  for 
their  security  against  the  violation  of  their 
rights.  The  impressment  of  persons  of  this  very 
description,  among  others,  contributed  to  our 
loud  and  Just  complaints  against  the  violence  of 
a  foreign  power.  In  the  official  returns  of  im- 
pressed American  citizens  heretofore  formally 
communicated  to  this  House,  will  be  found 
many  of  this  dass.  It  was  then  justly  con- 
sidered that  the  oppression  of  seamen  of  this 
description,  by  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, involved  the  violation  of  our  national 
sovereignty. 

To  establish  a  doctrine  in  relation  to  this 
class  of  persons  who  have  been  thus  recognized 
by  different  States  as  free  citizens,  which 
should  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  this  clause 
of  our  national  constitution,  would,  in  many 
cases  deeply  affecting  their  personal  rights,  be 
productive  of  peculiar  hardship  and  ii\justice. 
Let  us  suppose  that  one  of  this  cLiss,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  dying  intestate,  should  leave 
the  inheritance  of  his  lands  to  his  children,  also 
free,  but  residing  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
invested  with  the  rights  of  citizens.  What 
power  among  us  could  rightfully  be  eierted 
consistently  with  the  privileges  secured  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  deprive 
them  of  the  eigoyment  of  such  an  inheritance  f 
What  principle  of  sovereignty  reserved  by  our 
compact  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  could  thus 
limit  the  operation  of  the  supreme  right  of 
Pennsylvania  to  confer  upon  the  citizens  which 
she  had  adopted  or  recognized  these  privileges? 

But  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  would  not  only  thus  de- 
feat one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union, 
but  might  operate  as  a  control  on  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  itself.  Let  us  consider 
the  effect  of  a  measure  of  this  sort,  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  in  its  operation  on  a  per- 
sonal right  derived  from  the  United  States.  I 
know  of  no  impediment  to  persons  of  this  de- 
scription becoming  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  and  deriving  title  to  them  from  others. 
In  the  case,  too,  of  the  distribution  of  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  patents  may  issue  to  persons 
of  this  class.  Inseparably  annexed  to  such  a 
grant  is  the  right  of  occupation;  and  can  we 
successfully  maintain  a  doctrine  which  might 
in  this  way  indirectly  render  the  State  laws  of 


Missouri,  if  not  paramount  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  at  least  effectual  to  defeat  the  rights 
created  under  them  ?  From  every  view  of  this 
subject)  the  conclusion  in  my  mind  is  inevitable, 
that  the  State  of  Missouri  must  yi^d  up  this 
assumption  of  power  to  the  supreme  control  of 
the  national  constitution.  The  citizens  of  the 
other  States  must  eiv)oy  within  her  jurisdiction 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens, subject  to  no  restraints  or  conditions  not 
equaQy  imposed  on  the  dtizens  of  liOssouri  her- 
self. If  the  arbitrary  (I  mean  not,  despotic) 
distinction  created  in  her  constitution  can  be 
maintained,  she  mighty  with  equal  right  extend 
it  much  frurther,  and  deny  to  all  citizens  of 
other  States  who  had  not,  for  instance,  reached 
the  age  of  forty  yc^rs,  or  who  shall  be  bom 
after  her  admission  into  the  Union,  the  right  of 
emigration  to  the  State. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub,  of  Yirgmia^  took  the 
floor.  He  had  not  expected,  he  said,  to  have 
engaged  in  tJiis  discussion  to-day,  and  should 
necessarily,  therefore,  speak  without  prepara- 
tion; but  he  promised  the  committee,  that, 
in  the  few  remarks  which  he  should  submit, 
he  should  observe  every  possible  degree  of 
brevity. 

The  subject  now  under  consideration,  he  said, 
was  one  which  had  become  painful  to  the  na- 
tion, and,  he  feared,  painful  to  the  House.  But 
it  was  one  to  be  decided,  and  it  was  his  most 
earnest  wish  that  the  decision  should  be  such 
as  to  avert  any  possible  evil  foreseen  by  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  discussed  the  subject. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  has  been  referred  to  as  be- 
ing violated  ?  It  is,  that  ^  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  States.^'  And 
this  provision  of  the  constitution  was  said  to  be 
contradicted  by  the  constitution  of  Miiraouri,  be- 
cause a  clause  in  the  latter  ex^oins  on  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  such  laws  for  the  exclusion  finom 
the  State  of  people  of  a  certain  description.  To 
maintain  this  proportion,  the  opponents  of 
Missouri  would  have  to  make  out  that  the  per- 
sons thus  proposed  to  be  excluded  are  citizens 
of  the  States.  The  member  from  Pennsylvania 
had  yesterday  told  the  House  that  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  what  a  citizen  is.  In  thai 
particular,  Mr.  B.  said,  in  his  estimation,  the 
gentleman  did  not  perform  a  duty  which  de- 
volved on  him.  On  whom*  in  this  case,  did 
the  burden  of  proof  devolve?  We,  said  Mr.  B., 
offer  t^e  constitution  of  a  new  State,  formed 
under  the  authority  of  law.  You  oppose  it,  be- 
cause you  sav  it  is  incompatible  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  With  what  pro- 
vision is  it  incompatible  ?  With  that  which  has 
been  already  stated.  Did  it  not  then  belong  to 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri to  show,  that  those  people  whom  she  pro- 
poses to  exclude  are  citizensr  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  before  they 
asserted  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was 
irreconcilable  with  that  of  the  United  States 
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The  gendenian  from  Pennsjrlyama  would  not 
mj  flffinnatiTely  what  makes  a  oitizen,  but  he 
aaid  that,  to  oonstitate  a  man  a  citizen,  it  was 
not  indispensable  that  he  shoold  have  a  right  of 
Toting;  To  make  any  reasoning  oonclnsive, 
Mr.  B.  said,  we  mnst  distinctly  see,  in  the  out- 
set, what  one  side  admits,  and  what  the  other 
d^iies.  To  know  this  was  indispensable  to 
a  correct  conclosion  on  any  disputed  point. 
Let  ns  then  inquire,  said  he,  who  are  citizens? 
For,  in  his  humble  opinion,  that  point,  which 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  choose 
to  dlscosB,  lay  at  the  root  of  this  question,  and 
its  decision  was  unavoidable. 

I  win  undertake,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  the  mem- 
ber from  Pemisylvania  would  not.  I  will  de- 
fine what  is  meant  by  the  term  citizen — what 
are  the  qualities  which  constitute  citizenship. 
He  might  mistake,  he  said,  in  this  position; 
but^  according  to  the  best  lights  he  had,  it  was 
correct ;  and  if  so,  it  would  seem  to  lead  to  a 
co&clnaon  directiy  contrary  to  that  drawn  by 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania.  The  term 
citizen.  Mr  B.  said,  could  not  with  propriety  be 
apipliea  to  any  one  unless  under  these  circum- 
stances :  that  he  should  be  possessed  of  all  at 
least  of  the  dvU  rights,  if  not  of  the  political, 
of  every  other  person  in  the  community,  under 
like  circumstances,  of  which  he  is  not  deprived 
for  some  cause  peisonal  to  himself. 

14  said  he,  I  am  correct  in  this  definition,  let 
ns  proceed  to  apply  it  to  the  people  who  are 
the  sabject  of  this  inquiry,  and  see  how  fax 
fheir  condition  places  them  within  the  scope 
ofit. 

Thi8»  however^  was  not  the  view  of  the  qnes- 
ticm  which  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing. In  the  view  which  he  was  about  to  take, 
he  should  proceed  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  was  properly  be- 
fore the  committee  for  consideration,  and  that 
the  true  inquiry  was,  does  this  constitution  con- 
tain, or  not,  any  provision  incompatible  witii 
the  siq>erior  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion? It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  show  that  it 
does  not.  'Whatever  opinion  he  might  enter- 
tain of  the  condition  of  the  State,  or  of  the 
powers  of  this  House  in  relation  to  it,  it  did  not 
impinge  on  the  view  that  he  should  nresent, 
wMch  admitted,  for  the  opponents  of  Missouri, 
the  poeition  most  favorable  to  them,  that  the 
constitution  was  now  properly  submitted  for 
consideration,  and  for  the  examination  of  the 
question  whether  it  contains  any  provisions  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  do  this,  however,  he 
said,  he  would  dismiss  the  objections  which 
might  be  offered  to  the  definition  which  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  give.  It  might  be  said, 
for  example^  that  even  in  Virginia  one  white 
man  is  entitied  to  a  particular  right,  while 
another  is  not.  StiH,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  defini- 
tion applied,  because  all  under  like  drcum- 
stanoee  liad  like  rights.  Show  me,  in  Virginia, 
BBid  he,  or  in  any  other  State  with  the  laws  of 


which  I  am  acquainted,  anv  white  man  who  is 
deprived  of  the  rights  aS  other  white  men  simi- 
larly circumstan^.  Boery  white  man  of 
Virginia  who  has  a  freehold,  votes.  Females 
do  not  vote ;  but  (iU  females  do  not  vote.  AU 
white  persons  in  Virg^ia  may  sue  and  be  sued ; 
all  are  entitied  to  the  great  civil  rights  of  per- 
sonal liberty  and  the  free  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  personal  property.  It  was  no  objec- 
tion, therefore,  to  the  definition  which  Mr.  B. 
had  presented,  that,  in  a  community,  there 
were  distinctions,  some  having  rights  which 
others  have  not ;  because  they  were  not  in  like 
circumstances.  A  young  man  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  cannot  make  a  will ;  but 
all  persons  under  like  circumstances  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  disability.  A  man  above  forty- 
five  years  of  age  is  exempted  from  militia  duty ; 
but  aU  above  the  age  of  forty-five  are  exempt. 
Show  me  an  instance,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  any  State 
in  this  Union,  where,  among  white  men,  rights 
are  exyoyed  by  some  whion  are  forbidden  to 
others  under  lUce  circumstances*  It  cannot  be 
shown. 

Is  there,  then,  said  he,  pursuing  the  purpose 
of  his  argument,  a  State  of  this  Union  in  which 
colored  men  have  all  the  civil  rights  of  any 
other  citizens  in  the  community  to  which  they 
belong  ?  He  proceeded  to  examine  the  laws  of 
the  several  States  on  this  subject  In  Virginia, 
a  colored  man — ^yesy  even  a  slave,  and  of  that 
class  over  whom  it  was  supposed,  by  those  un- 
acquainted with  £jEU)ts,  that  so  much  tyranny 
was  exercised — ^is  secured  against  at  least  one 
undue  degree  of  personal  violence.  The  free 
man  of  color  rises  higher— to  the  dignity  of  the 
right  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  to  acquire  property, 
to  make  contracts.  He  was  yet  imder  one 
signal  political  disability — ^ho  is  not  allowed  the 
right  of  suP^age:  and  under  an  important  civil 
disabiUty,  not  being  allowed  to  give  testimony 
in  any  suit  in  which  a  white  man  is  a  party. 
In  North  Carolina,  persons  of  this  description 
are  indulged  in  the  nighest  political  privilege^ 
the  right  of  suffrage,  and  are  yet  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  any  case  in 
which  a  white  man  is  a  party — ^a  privilege 
which  can  only  be  wrested  from  a  white  man 
for  some  cause  particular  to  himself.  In  Vir- 
ginia, further,  in  regard  to  manumitted  slaves, 
considering  them  as  hostile  to  public  peace,  as 
the  brand  of  discord  between  the  whites  and 
another  dass  of  persons,  it  was  'declared,  bv 
the  law,  that  every  manumitted  slave  should, 
within  twelve  months  after  the  act  of  manu- 
mission, leave  the  State,  or  forfeit  the  rights  he 
had  acquired. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not,  as  he  might,  go 
further  into  detail  on  this  point :  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  say,  in  general,  that  free  people  of 
color  are  in  all  the  States  deprived  of  many  of 
the  rights  of  white  men.  Was  there  any 
State  in  the  Union  in  which  they  were  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  civil  rights?  Mr.  B.  said  he 
took  some  degree  of  interest  in  looking  to  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts  in  regard  to  this  descrip- 
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tion  of  people,  who,  it  had  been  said,  ei^oyed 
in  that  State  an  unqualified  equality  with  the 
whites.  But  he  found,  on  examination,  it  was 
otherwise.  He  found  a  penalty  was  imposed 
by  a  law  of  fifty  pounds  on  any  minister  who 
marries  a  white  with  a  colored  person,  and  it 
was  declared,  that  any  such  marriages  should 
be  null  and  void  in  law — ^and  on  what  grounds? 
Not  upon  the  ground  of  crime  in  the  parties, 
carrying  with  it  disability.  Was  it  it  not  upon 
the  ground  of  the  disqualification  of  one  of  the 
parties  to  make  that  particular  contract?  How 
disqualified?  Because  of  his  color,  certainly. 
The  party  may  be  of  age — in  the  exercise  of  his 
sound  senses;  he  may  be  able  to  make  con- 
tracts in  relation  to  property ;  but,  in  regard  to 
marriage— in  that  particular  in  which,  above 
all  other  things,  we  ought  to  pursue  our  own 
happiness,  in  our  own  way,  he  may  not  con- 
tract, but  imder  certain  circumstances,  that  is, 
witii  a  person  of  color.  Whom  God  has  joined, 
let  no  man  put  asundeiv— but  in  old  Massachu- 
setts they  do  put  asunder  the  colored  person 
who  intermarries  with  the  white. 

We  find^  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  the  East 
and  North,  as  well  as  in  the  South  and  West, 
there  are  certain  distinctions  growing  out  of 
color.  They  are  distinctions  founded  in  the 
best  good  sense,  in  the  preservation  of  public 
morality  and  of  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  and 
in  the  consideration  l£at  between  the  whites 
and  the  blacks  there  never  can  be  an  incorpora- 
tion which  is  calculated  to  add  to  the  happiness 
or  elevate  the  dignity  of  either  party.  Mr.  B. 
asked,  in  further  illustration  of  the  denial  of 
civil  rights,  even  in  the  Eastern  States,  to 
colored  persons,  whether  a  colored  man  had 
ever  been  known  to  sit  on  a  jury?  He  was 
told  not  This  attempt  to  maintain  a  principle 
in  theory,  which  was  abandoned  in  practice, 
forcibly  reminded  him  of  an  incident  in  Boman 
history.  It  wad  known  that  there  was  a  long 
and  severe  contest  in  that  republic  between  the 
patricians  and  the  plebeians,  in  relation  to  a 
claim  set  up  by  the  latter,  of  the  right  of  being 
elected  to  the  Oonsnlship ;  and  yet,  after  this* 
pretension  was  acquiesced  in,  a  century  perhaps 
elapsed  before  any  plebeian  was  actually  elected. 
Was  there  any  other  State  in  this  Union,  Mr. 
B.  asked,  whidi  had  dedared  the  free  man  of 
color  to  be  equal  in  his  civil  and  political 
rights  to  the  white  man?  If  so,  he  called  on 
gentlemen  to  produce  it. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say, 
when  the  man  of  color  and  the  white  man  were 
not  equal  in  any  part  of  this  country,  even  in 
theory.  The  population  whidi  came  to  this 
country  from  abroad  were  Europeans  or  the 
descendants  of  Europeans.  They  found  the 
aborigines  here,  but  as  far  as  they  came  from 
abroi^  they  were  or  European  birth  or  descent 
This  other  race,  said  Mr.  B.,  got  amons  us  after- 
wards. I  deeply  regret  that  they  did.  When 
they  came,  they  were  slaves.    He  called  upon 

gentlemen  to  show  the  words,  in  any  of  the 
tate  constitutional  which  dedare  that  a  man 


of  color,  become  or  bom  free,  shall  be  elevated 
to  the  grade  of  the  whites.  He  would  refer, 
he  said,  to  some  clauses  in  constitutions  on 
which  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  rely  to 
prove  this;  but  he  would  show  that  thoee 
clauses  would  not  bear  them  out 

Do  you  find  it,  said  he,  in  the  constitution  of 
New  York  or  Massachusetts,  that  free  people 
of  color  shall  vote?  No;  you  will  find  that 
every  male  person  or  male  inhabitant  shall  vote ; 
and,  under  this  clause,  it  is  said  that  free  per- 
sons of  color  have  equal  rights  with  the  whites. 
If  upon  that  construction,  these  persons  are  oofn- 
sidered  as  citizens,  who  else  are?  Aliens  are 
maie  persons.  Were  gentiemen  prepared  to 
say,  that  an  Englishman  or  an  Irishman,  hav- 
ing a  six  months'  residence,  and  being  a  free 
dtizen,  should  have  a  right  to  vote  at  aU  elee> 
tions?  He  would  state  a  case  yet  more  im- 
pressive, deriving  an  argument  from  the  condi- 
tion of  certain  unhappy  remnants  of  the  aborigi- 
nals lingering  out  their  wretched  lives  among 
the  inhabitants  of  these  States ;  there  were 
some  of  those  persons  in  Massachusetts  and 
some  in  other  States.  Are  they  not  free  per- 
sons ?  Yet,  do  you  suffer  them  to  vote,  or  to 
sue  and  be  suea?  Do  you  receive  them  as 
witnesses?  Are  they  entitled  to  those  dvil, 
much  less  those  political  rights,  which  are  re- 
quired to  constitute  them  a  part  of  the  body 
politic?  Was  ever  one  of  them  a  juror  or  a 
witness?  Can  they  elect  or  be  elected  to  any 
office?  Can  they  hold  property,  except  under 
regulations  which  are  prescribed  to  them,  and 
prescribed,  too,  by  legislatures  in  which  tliey 
are  not  represented?  They  .cannot  What  is 
the  distinction  between  their  case  and  that  of 
the  free  people  of  color?  They  equally  come 
into  the  definition  of  male  persons  and  male  in- 
habitants. Would  any  gentieman  contend  that 
Indians  are  citizens  of  every  State  inthe  Union, 
because  they  reside  within  any  one  of  them  ? 
He  presumed  not 

It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  B.  sdd,  that,  on  a  re* 
view  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  l^is  subject, 
it  would  be  found,  that  free  persons  of  color 
have  been  considered  a  nondescript  class.  In 
some  States  they  have  some  civil  rights;  in 
others  more.  In  some  States  they  have  some 
political  rights ;  in  others,  none.  It  never  had 
entered,  he  was  persuaded,  into  the  mind  of  any 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State  that 
they  were  citizens,  under  the  de&iition  which 
he  had  laid  down.  Had  Virginia,  he  a&ed,  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  when 
she  said  that  persons  of  color  made  free  should 
depart  her  territory  ?  He  presumed  no  gentle- 
man would  contend  that  she  had.  If  not,  how 
could  it  be  said,  that  she  had  a  right  to  g^t  rid 
of  persons  of  that  description  already  within  her 
limits,  and  yet  that  she  could  not  exclude  a  new 
torrent  of  that  population  attempted  to  be 
poured  in  upon  her  ? 

The  member  from  New  York  had  put  to  the 
committee  a  number  of  cases,  all  of  which,  Mr. 
B.  said,  if  he  mistook  not,  were  susceptible  of  a 
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ready  answer.  It  would  be  found,  indeed,  that 
most  o€  them  were  bnt  different  statements  of 
the  same  proposition,  and  at  last  depend  on  the 
^plioation  of  a  prinoiple.  Suppose,  said  the 
gentleman,  one  of  these  persons  residing  in  New 
York  to  acquire  a  right  to  a  patent  to  land  in 
IGflBomi;  and  shall  he  be  entitled  to  the  fee 
simple^  and  yet  not  entitled  to  ooonpancy  of  the 
land  ?  The  gentleman  would  see,  Mr.  B.  said, 
that  the  free  negro  of  Yirginia  had  the  same 
right  to  aoqnire  property  in  Virginia  as  the  free 
negro  in  New  York  conld  haye  to  acquire  it  in 
lOsBouri ;  yet,  being  by  law  excluded  from  the 
State,  he  could  not  occupy  it  The  gentleman's 
argument  proved,  therefore,  that,  {nio  ad  the 
right  of  purchase,  the  free  people  of  color  had 
civil  rights,  but  not  that  they  have  M  civil 
lights  Oonld  it  be  argued  because  they  had 
one  civil  right,  that  they  therefore  have  all  ? 
IGght  it  not  as  well  be  argued,  because  a  man 
has  one  political  right,  he  tiierefore  has  all  po- 
litical ri^tsf 

With  Teq)ect  to  the  power  of  naturalization, 
the  goitleman  from  New  York  had  correctly 
gtated  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  declare 
who  ahaU  be  citizens  thereof  respectively.  Ay, 
said  Mr.  Bp  have  they  so?  Has  not  ^Gssouri, 
tiien,  the  right  to  say  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
citizenship  within  her  limits  i  Or  is  she  alone 
to  be  k^t  in  a  state  of  pupilage,  and  are  we  to 
aay  to  her  now,  as  gentlemen  wished  to  have 
said  to  her  at  the  last  session,  you  shall  not 
have  an  the  rights  ei^yed  by  the  other  States 
of  the  Union!  If  lOssouri  says  that  certain 
perHHifl  shall  not  be  her  citizens,  has  any  other 
State  a  right  to  say  such  persons  shall  be  your 
citizens,  whether  you  will  or  not  9  Did  not  the 
right,  the  existence  of  which  had  been  acknowl- 
edged by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in- 
vcjve  a  power  of  making  its  exercise  effectual? 
It  wss  idle  to  say  that  a  State  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide this  question,  and  vet  that  other  persons 
had  a  rig^t  to  overrule  wat  decision,  and  be  its 
citizens  whether  it  would  or  not 

Mr.  K  said  he  knew  that  the  powers  of  the 
States  had  been  greatly  abridged  by  construc- 
tions of  the  oonstitntion.  He  feared  they  would 
be  yet  more  so.  But  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
here  contended,  that  the  rights  of  a  State  shall 
be  so  far  abridged  as  that  it  shall  not  have 
power  to  protect  its  own  safety  and  its  own 
morala.  If  a  man  afiOicted  with  a  pestilent 
disease  approached  the  shore  of  a  State,  there 
was  oertunly  a  right  to  keep  him  ofL  If  vaga- 
bonds and  fi^ptives  from  justice  infest  a  State, 
they  may  certainly  be  expelled  from  it.  What 
was  ihe  consequence  of  such  a  preservative 

rrer!  We  in  the  Southern  States,  said  Mr. 
ooDflider  this  description  of  population  the 
most  dangerous  to  the  community  that  can 
possibly  be  conceived.  They  are  Just  enough 
elevated  to  have  some  sense  of  liberty,  and  yet 
not  the  capacity  to  estimate  or  enjoy  all  its 
rights,  if  they  had  them — and  being  between 
two  societies,  above  one  and  below  the  other, 
they  ace  in  the  most  dissatisfied  state.     They 


are  themselves  perpetual  monuments  of  discon- 
tent, and  firebrands  to  the  other  class  of  their 
own  color.  And  if  the  time  ever  come  when 
the  flames  of  servile  war  enwrap  this  Union  in 
a  general  blaze,  perhaps  we  may  have  to  look 
to  them  as  the  primary  cause  of  such  horrors. 
Has  not  a  State,  then,  a  right  to  get  rid  of  them  ? 
They  are  not  citizens  in  Missouri,  and  Missouri 
has  as  much  rig&t  to  say  they  should  not  be,  as 
Massachusetts  had  to  say  that  a  black  man  shall 
not,  within  her  limits,  marry  a  white  woman. 
Has  not  Missouri  a  right  to  send  off  beyond  her 
limits  persons  of  color  when  free?  Yirginia 
has  done  it,  and  Missouri  must  have  the  same 
right  as  Virginia.  And  here  Mr.  B.  repeated 
his  question,  had  Missouri  a  power  to  get  rid  of 
all  the  free  people  of  color  now  there,  and  yet 
not  the  power  to  prevent  others  from  going 
there? 

When  Mr.  BikimoxTB  concluded,  there  seemed 
not  to  be  a  disposition  in  any  person  to  rise. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  wished 
to  present  his  views  on  the  subjedLbut  was  not 
prepared  to  do  so  this  afternoon.  He  therefore 
asked  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  committee,  however,  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Abohsb,  of  Virsgnia,  said,  that  he,  too, 
wished  to  address  the  House  on  tins  question, 
but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  to-day  by 
bodily  indisposition. 

Another  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise 
was  negatived. 

At  length,  however,  after  one  or  two  more 
refusals,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  House ;  and,  after  several  in- 
effectual attempts,  a  motion  at  length  prevailed 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 


Satcbdat,  December  9. 
Misaouri—CitiuTuhip  qfFrse  Persons  of  CoIot. 

The  House  ha^ng  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolve  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained 
the  floor,  addressed  tiie  Ohair.  He  said  that 
the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  contains  a 
diause  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entided  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States ;"  and  the  consti- 
tution formed  for  the  State  of  Missouri  contidns 
a  clause,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary ^  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
from  coming  to,  and  settlmg  in.  that  State, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever;''  and  it  has 
become  a  question  whether  the  clause  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  is  repugnant  to  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States.  He  would 
attempt,  he  said,  to  show  that  there  was  no 
such  repugnance. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides that  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States.  This  can  only  apply  to 
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oitizens  who  are,  in  their  own  States,  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immnnities  of  citizens. 
Oan  it  be  shown  that  free  negroes  are  saoh 
citizens  in  any  one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immnnities  of  dtizenst 
A  citizen  is  he  who  is  entitled  to  the  freedom 
and  privileges  of  the  body  politic,  and  has  a 
share  in  its  government.  In  Rome  every  citi- 
zen was  enrolled  in  one  of  the  thirly-five  tribes, 
and,  consequently,  had  the  right  of  suffrage. 
When  we  apply  the  term  '^  citizens^'  to  the  m- 
habitants  of  States,  it  means  those  who  are 
*  members  of  the  political  conminnity. 

The  civil  law  determined  the  condition  of  the 
son  by  that  of  the  father.  A  man  whose  fkther 
was  not  a  citizen  was  allowed  to  be  a  perpetual 
inhabitant,  but  not  a  dtizen,  nnless  citizenship 
was  conferred  on  him.  I  consider  him  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  is  entitied  to 
every  personal  right  of  a  civil  and  political  na- 
ture common  to  the  great  body  of  the  political 
community.  The  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  the  posse»- 
rion  of  those  capacities  which  a  foreigner  ob* 
tains  by  naturalization.  Those  are :  1st,  a  capa- 
city to  take  a  freehold ;  2d,  to  vote  at  elections; 
8d,  to  be  elected,  having  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions of  agCL  residence,  and  property.  He  who 
possesses  these  capacities  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  withm  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  nnder  consideration ;  and  he 
who  does  not  possess  these  capacities  is  not. 
The  free  n^ro  is  not  entitied  to  those  civil  and 

Solitical  rights  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
tate  that  adopted  the  constitntion.  Let  the 
State  constitution  be  shown,  whicji  declares  the 
free  negro  to  be  entitied  to  aU  the  rights  of 
dtizendiip,  or  the  code  of  State  laws  that  places 
him  on  an  equality  in  all  respects  as  to  privi- 
leges with  the  white  citizen. 

The  Revolution  fonnd  the  negro  in  America 
a  slave.  Where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions 
which  have  declared  him  a  citizen,  entitied  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  oi  citizens  of 
the  United  States?  They  have  no  existence. 
He  is  everywhere  inferior  to  the  white  man,  as 
well  by  the  laws  of  the  States  as  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  State  of  Massachnsetts,  always 
foremost  in  the  work  of  liberty,  the  free  negro 
is  under  considerable  disabilities — one  of  which 
is,  that  he  is  not  enrolled  in  the  militia.  If  he 
comes  into  that  State  from  another,  he  mnst 
show  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  his  freedom,  or  he  will  be  seized  and  deport- 
ed. In  Delaware  flree  negroes  convicted  of 
larceny  may  be  sold.  If  one  of  them  comes 
into  tiiat  State  from  another,  he  forfeits  ten 
dollars  per  week  for  the  time  of  his  stay,  and 
if  he  does  not  pay  the  penalty  he  is  sold.  In 
Virginia  the  free  negro  has  no  political,  and 
very  few  dvil  rights.  He  is  forbidden  to  come 
into  that  State ;  and  if  he  does  come,  he  is 
seized  and  removed.  In  Ohio  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  vote^  and  in  Nortii  OaroUna,  although 
he  is  allowed  the  rieht  of  suffrage,  yet  he,  and 
his  posterity  to  the  third  generation,  are  refused 


the  privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  a  court  of 
justice,  where  a  white  man  is  a  party.  By  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  the  negro  is  refbsed 
the  privilege  of  being  naturalized ;  and  in  the 
code  adopted  for  the  government  of  this  District^ 
(which  is  the  laws  of  the  adjacent  States,)  it  is 
provided  that,  on  the  trial  of  a  fr^e  negro  for  a 
crime  a  slave  may  be  a  witness;  that  a  free  ne- 
gro may  not  marry  a  white  woman ;  that  it  is 
criminal  to  employ  him,  nnless  he  has  a  certifi- 
cate of  registry;  that  he  may  not  keep  or  cany 
arms,  and  is  punishable  for  lifting  his  hand 
against  a  white  man ;  and  by  the  law  incorpo- 
rating the  City  of  Washington,  passed  by  thia 
E resent  Congress,  a  colored  servant  is  made 
able  to  be  punished  by  stripes  for  a  breach  of 
the  ordinances  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  is  bom  in  a  State, 
and  bom  free,  that  becomes  a  member  of  the 
political  commnnity.  The  Indians,  bom  in  the 
States,  continue  to  be  aliens;  and  so,  I  contend, 
do  the  free  negroes,  where  the  laws  have  not 
otherwise  providea.  A  savage  cannot  be  a 
member  of  a  civilized  community ;  he  \b  inca- 
pable of  exercising  political  rights;  and  nature 
seems  to  have  made  the  negro  a  perpetual  alien 
to  the  white  man.  Slaves  are  aliens.  Alien- 
age was  the  first  foundation  of  slavery.  Citi- 
zenship belongs  to  the  civilized  fireeman.  It  is 
for  Congress  to  provide  a  rule  of  naturalization 
that  may  admit  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  the 
civilized  descendants  of  Indians  and  Africans. 
The  States  have  no  authority  to  admit  citizens. 
When  Congress  have  refused  to  naturalize  any 
free  negro,  can  it  be  tolerated  that  the  master 
of  a  negro  slave  should  have  power  to  make 
him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  entitied  to  all 
theprivileges  of  citizens  in  the  several  States? 

Who,  then,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
I  would  answer,  1st,  those  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  who,  being  entitied  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects,  became  American 
citizens  by  the  Revolution ;  2d,  tiiose  who  wore 
declared  citizens,  or  naturalized  by  the  States, 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  8d,  European  foreigners 
naturalized  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  I  would  add,  4th,  the  children  bom 
isL  the  country  of  aliens,  who  were  of  a  descrip- 
tion that  might  have  been  naturalized.  Since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  no 
State  has  had  a  right  to  naturalize  an  alien; 
and,  therefore,  I  contend  that  no  State  can 
make  citizens  of  its  slaves ;  and  that,  if  the 
father  is  incapable  of  naturalization,  burth  will 
not  make  the  son  a  cituEcn. 

The  mass  of  mankind  in  this  country  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes — ^free  people  and  slaves ; 
but  the  class  of  free  people  includes  many  who 
are  not  citizens.  The  same  mass  may  be  divid- 
ed into  three  classes — citizens,  aliens,  and 
denizens ;  the  latter  description  of  persons  be- 
ing those  who  are  admitted  to  some  portion  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  but  not  to 
all  those  rights  and  privileges.  Such  of  the  free 
negroes,  in  our  ooontiy,  as  are  not  aliens,  may 
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be  dezuzens,  bat  none  of  them,  it  is  apprehend- 
ed, are  citizens  within  the  meaning  of  the  danse 
of  the  Oonatitntion  of  the  United  States  which 
is  nnder  consideration.  The  free  negro  who 
would  daim  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  a  citizen  in  another  State,  mast  show  a  right 
to  all  those  privileges  and  immunities  in  his 
own. 

I  shall  contend,  sir,  that  a  State  possesses  the 
li^t  of  ez(duding  from  settling  within  its  limits 
even  the  citizens  of  another  State.    • 

Has  not  every  oonnty  and  parish  a  right  to 
exclude  paupers  and  vagrants  9  May  not  every 
dty  and  town  exdnde  persons  having  infections 
diseases^  although  they  are  dtizens?  If  New 
York  may  exdnde  the  dtizens  of  Pliiladdphia 
when  the  latter  dty  is  visited  with  yellow  fever, 
and  if  New  York  may  do  the  same  under  the 
like  circnmstance,  what  gives  to  them  this 
right?  The  right  of  self-preservation  confers 
this  right  of  exdnsion.  And  if  a  town  possesses 
tiiis  right  of  exclusion,  founded  on  the  right  of 
flelf-iM-eserYation,  does  not  a  State  possess  it? 
May  ViigiiiiA  send  40,000  free  negroes  to  settle 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  has  the  latter  State 
no  power  to  exclude  them?  May  Massachu- 
setts  or  Pennsylvania  send  a  few  thousand  of 
thdr  dtixens  into  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware, 
there  to  exerdse  the  privilege  of  sufVage,  and 
thereby  br]3Dg  Rhode  Island  under  the  power 
of  MassaditisetfeB^  or  Delaware  under  the  power 
a^  Pennsylvania?  Some  members  may  recol- 
lect tfaat|  not  many  years  since,  the  dtizens  of 
Baltimore,  of  a  certain  political  party,  resolved 
to  direct  the  deetions  of  AnnapolisL  by  hiring 
a  numbtf  of  men  to  go  to  Annapolis,  there  to 
remain  six  months,  to  qualify  them  to  vote  at 
deotionsL  Might  not  the  councils  of  a  State  be 
changed  by  the  like  means,  if  the  State  has  no 
power  to  exdnde  intruders?  Sir,  every  State 
has  the  right  of  self-preservation.  If  it  is 
proved  that  a  State  has  the  right  to  exdnde 
the  l^er  from  ooming  and  settliug  therein,  the 
construction  contended  for  on  the  otiier  dde, 
that  a  State  can  eadude  no  citizen  of  another 
State,  is  overthrown.  The  heslth  laws  of  every 
dty  and  State  refute  the  argument. 

Usage  expoonds  the  law.  The  States  pos- 
sess the  ri^t  of  exclusion;  for  they  have  ex- 
erdsed  it,  and  Congress  has  sanctioned  the 
ri^t.  In  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  incor- 
porating the  City  of  Washington,  power  is 
granted  to  the  corporation  "  to  enforce  the  de- 
parture of  anch  vagrants  and  paupers  as  may 
come  into  the  dty  to  reside,  unless  they  give 
ample  secoiity,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on 
whidi  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  may  reside 
in  the  dty.*^  All  powers  not  granted  to  the 
General  Government  are  retained  by  the  States. 
Have  the  States  granted  to  Congress  their  pow- 
er to  exclude  duigerous  persons  from  settUng 
witiiin  thdr  limits?  I  do  not  find  that  they 
hare  granted  this  power  to  Congress. 

I  shall  contend  that  whatever  be  the  Just  in- 
terpretation of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  nnder  consideration,  it 


ought  to  be  submitted  for  investigation  and  de- 
termination te  the  Judiciary.  There  are  many 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  are  addressed 
particularly  to  Congress;  such  are  all  those 
giving  power  to  Congress,  or  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof.  There  are  other  parts 
of  the  constitution  which  are  laws  formed  by 
the  people,  and  addressed  directly  to  the  Judi- 
ciary. Those  parts  require  no  legislation  by 
Congress ;  the  constitution  being  tiie  supreme 
law.  The  clause  under  consideration  is  one  of 
them;  it  vests  no  power  in  Congress;  it  calls 
for  no  legislation ;  it  confers  privQeges  and  im- 
munities on  individuals;  Congress  cannot  di- 
minish or  increase  them;  what  are  they  the 
Judidarv  should  dedde. 

The  dause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
not  a  law  in  itself,  as  is  the  dause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  united  States  to  which  it  is 
said  to  stand  opposed.  It  directs  that  a  law 
shall  be  passed.  I  venture  to  predict,  with  con- 
fidence, that  no  law  will  be  passed  in  pursuance 
of  this  direction,  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
that  will  contravene  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  AGssouri  will  be  sworn  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  they  will 
not  be  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  they  will  know  that  their  acts 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  void.  They  will,  therefore,  give 
to  the  constitution  of  their  State,  a  construction 
consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Stboko,  of  New  York,  said,  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration must  be  his  apology  for  claiming  a 
small  share  of  the  attention  and  patience  of 
honorable  members,  while  he  submitted  the 
reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  I 
shall  endeavor,  said  he,  to  be  brief  and  plain  m 
what  I  have  to  say. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  were, 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  ^*a 
constitution  and  State  government,  provided 
that  the  same,  whenever  formed,  should  be  re- 
publican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.''  They  have  formed  a 
constitution,  presented  it  for  the  approbation 
of  Congress,  and  asked  admission  into  the  Union* 
If  it  violates  the  plain  provisions  of  thd  Federal 
Constitution,  ought  it  not  to  be  disapproved, 
and  the  resolution  under  consideration  be  re- 
jected ?  The  constitution  of  Missouri  contains, 
amouff  other  things,  this  remarkable  clause — 
*^  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass 
laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
ooming  to.  and  settling  in,  the  State,  under  any 
pretext  wnatsoever."  Here  permit  me  to  remark 
that  the  authority  is  express  and  positive,  and 
is  in  restraint  of  personal  libertv,  and  of  tue 
means  of  contesting  personal  rights.  But  are 
the  persons  here  described  dtizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  a  State,  or  of  both,  or  of  neither! 
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If  citizens,  then  the  repugnancy  is  plain  and 
palpable.  But  the  honorable  member  (Mx, 
Smyth,  of  Virginia)  on  my  right,  who  has  jast 
resumed  his  seat,  has  attempted,  ingenionslj,  to 
prove,  that  free  negroes  and  mnlattoes  are 
either  aliens,  or  denizens,  and  consequently  not 
citizens. 

The  honorable  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
differing  from  him.  I  cannot  assent  to  the  pro- 
position that  this  description  of  persons  are 
aliens.  An  alien  is  one  who  owes  allegiance 
to  some  Government  other  than  that  nnder 
which  he  lives.  Allegiance  to  a  foreign  power 
enters  into  the  very  essence  of  the  term  aliens 
To  what  foreign  power,  or  to  what  Govern- 
ment) other  than  that  oi  the  United  States,  do 
these  persons  owe  allegiance  ?  If  to  none,  t^en 
what  are  they,  if  not  citizens  9  But  if  they  are 
not  aliens,  it  is  insisted  they  are  denlzena  Is 
it  so  ?  No  one  can  be  a  denizen  who  has  not 
been  an  alien.  Denization  is  the  modification 
of  alienage.  Bnt  Congress  can  pass  laws  of 
naturalization  onlv,  and  not  of  denization.  It 
would  seem  to  follow,  therefore,  that  these  per- 
sons cannot  be  denizens. 

He  has  argued,  too,  at  some  length,  to  prove 
that  a  State  possesses  the  right,  not  only  of 
banishing  her  citizens,  but  ezduoing  from  her 
limits  paupers,  lepers,  and  persons  infected  with 
pestilential  diseases;  and  hence  inferred  that 
each  State  might  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  the 
otiier  States ;  and,  consequently,  that  Missouri 
had  a  right  to  prohibit  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  Missouri. 

I  have  never  understood  that  a  State,  town, 
or  city,  could  prevent  the  admission  of  a  pauper 
as  such.  In  many  of  the  States,  and  I  do  not 
know  but  in  aU  of  them,  a  pauper  may  be  re- 
moved if  likely  to  become  a  public  charge ;  and 
every  person,  whether  pauper  or  prince,  may 
be  prevented  from  gaining  what  the  lawyers 
call  a  legal  settlement 

That  a  State  may  banish  for  crime,  and 
guard  herself  against  pestilence,  need  not  be 
denied.  The  rights  and  privileges  of  peaceable, 
unoffending  citizens,  for  whom  we  are  ex- 
pounding the  law,  do  not  depend  upon  the 
principles  which  determine  the  disabilities  and 
punishment  of  criminals.  Because  a  State  can 
banish  a  traitor,  does  it  follow  that  she  can  de- 
port every  or  any  harmless,  unsuspected  citi- 
zen ?  Because  Pennsylvania  may  exclude  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  persons  infected  with 
the  leprosy  or  the  plague,  can  she,  therefore, 
exclude  all  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government? — or  any  uninfected,  peaceable 
citizen  of  any  State  or  place  ?  If  not,  Missouri 
remains  undefended.  She  must  seek  some 
other  mode  of  justifying  the  exceptionable  pro- 
yidons  of  her  constitution. 

The  general  proposition  has  been  urged  by 
the  honorable  member,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that,  if 
any  chmse  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  (Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
such  clause  is  utterly  null  and  void.    This  is 


true  in  law,  not  in  fact.  But,  shall  we  •sanction 
a  wrong,  which,  until  remedied,  we  know  will 
produce  injustice  and  evil?  This  constitutioii 
is  submitted  to  us.  For  what  purpose,  unless 
it  be  for  our  approbation  ?  If  this  submission 
and  approbation  are  necessary,  can  it  acquire 
the  force  and  effect  of  a  law,  until  Oongress  has 
approved  it?  But  if  approved  and  put  into 
operation,  when,  by  whom,  and  how  are  its 
repugnant  provisions  to  be  adjudged  null  and 
void  ?  I  think  one  must  have  some  skiU  in  the 
cultivation  of  chances  to  determine.  This  propo- 
sition proves  too  much.  It  proves  .that  every 
law  or  other  matter,  which  requires  the  revision 
and  sanction  of  Congress  to  give  it  validity,  may 
be  passed  with  impunity,  our  oaths  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  however  flagrantly  it 
may  impugn  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am  entirely  opposed^  mr,  to  remitting  this 
matter  to  the  Judiciary.  Why  send  it  to  the 
Judiciary  for  adjudication  ?  It  may  be  years  or 
ages  before  it  reaches  that  tribunal.  In  the 
mean  time,  hundreds  of  American  citizens  may 
be  deprived  of  their  rights,  oppressed,  and  per- 
secuted. Who  is  to  take  their  part  ?  It  requires 
money  and  friends  to  regain  lost  rights.  Many 
souna  objections  have  been  urged  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me  against  this  inference.  I  shall 
content  myself  with  stating  one  farther  objec- 
tion. It  is  this :  A  free  negro  or  mulatto  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  may  take  and  hold  real  es- 
tate in  Missouri.  This,  I  think,  will  not  be  de- 
nied ;  and,  to  make  the  case  the  stronger,  sup- 
pose he  derives  the  title  to  his  land  directly  from 
the  United  States.  Now,  by  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  he  is  not  only  excluded  from  the 
possession  of  his  land,  but  is  prevented  from 
coming  into  the  State  and  contesting  his  daims 
in  the  courts  there,  and  the  doors  of  the  Federal 
courts  are  barred  against  him.  They  cannot 
entertain  his  daim  and  afford  him  relief,  because 
he  is  not  a  citizen  of  a  State.  How  is  this  to  be 
answered  ?  Or  is  the  sufferer  to  be  turned  off 
remediless?  And  will  you  thus  permit  indi- 
vidual wrong  to  accumulate?  Or  will  yoa 
rather  prevent  it,  by  staying  the  operation  of 
the  only  cause  which  can  produce  it  ? 

Are  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  citizens  f 
This  is  a  deeply  interesting  question,  both  as  it 
respects  them  and  the  nation.  The  report  of 
the  committee  seems  to  admit  that  some  of  them 
are  citizens,  because  it  says  that  a  large  dass  of 
them  ^^  cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of  any 
State.''  The  honorable  members  (Messrs.  Bas- 
BOUB  and  Smtth)  from  Yir^^a  deny  that  they 
are  citizens.  But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Babboub) 
from  Virginia,  who  first  epoke,  will  permit  me 
to  say,  that  I  think  his  definition  of  a  citizen 
proves  too  much ;  for  it  proves  that  the  Jews 
of  Maryland  are  not  dtizens  of  Maryland,  al- 
though their  fathers  and  their  ancestors  have 
resided  there  since  the  days  of  Lord  Baltimore. 
A  definition  may  destroy  a  right,  but  never  can 
create  a  right.  Facts,  and  experience  in  i>olitios 
and  morals,  are  better  than  aefinitions.    What, 
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therefore,  are  some  of  the  pecuHar  and  dis- 
tinetlYe  characteristics  of  a  citizen  of  a  State? 
Thej  are,  the  right  of  passing,  freely  and  nn- 
molested,  from  town  to  town,  and  place  to 
place,  within  the  State,  and  the  right  of  resid- 
ing, at  pleasure,  in  any  part  of  the  same.  That 
these  rights  belong  to  every  one  entitled  to  the 
high  priyilege  of  a  citizen,  I  think  will  not  be 
denied. 

But  these  rights  are  also  common  to  all  firee 
persons,  of  every  age  and  sex,  withm  the  State, 
except  aliens,  lunatics,  vagabonds,  and  criminals ; 
because  their  possession  and  exercise  are  indis- 
pensably  necessary  to  the  social  relations  of  life, 
and  to  the  preservation  of  the  State.    Indeed, 
vastly  tlie  greatest  proportion  of  l^e  citizens  of 
a  State  have  no  other  ezteraal  mark  of  their 
citizexfihip.     Females  and  minors  cannot  be 
elected  to  office,  or  vote,  or  nt  on  jmies,  or  be 
sabjected  to  taxes,  as  a  general  mle*.  These  per- 
BODS  enjoy  the  privilege  of  citizenship,  and  the 
inmranity  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  whidb 
they  must  demean  themselves,  as  completely  as 
the  man  who  has,  in  addition,  the  qnalification 
of  a  voter,  or  a  jnryman.    What,  then,  is  the 
meaning  of  that  great  clanse  in  the  Federal  Oon- 
stitation,  which  declares  that  ^^the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immnnities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States?" 
This  has  been  called  the  basis  of  the  Union. 
As  I  understand  this  clause,  it  does  away  tiie 
disability  of  aHeniam.    Without  it,  the  citizens 
of  each  State  would  be  aliens  to  every  other 
State,  and  could  not,  of  righl^  enter  another  State 
witiKmt  a  passport.    It  confers  the  same  com- 
mon privilesea  and  immunities  upon.the  citizens 
of  luryland,  for  instance,  in  reference  to  the 
United  Stat^  as  the  dtizens  of  Maryland  pos- 
seas  in  reference  to  that  State.    Hence,  a  citizen 
of  Maryland  may  pass  into  and  about  the  State 
of  Vu^ginia^  and  reside  there,  subjecting  himself 
to  the  lawB  of  Yurginia,  as  he  was  bound  to  do 
to  the  laws  of  Maryland ;  because  in  Maryland 
he  pooBcoDod  these  rights,  and  owed  this  obe- 
dience.   But  it  does  not  follow,  nor  is  it  at  all 
seeeaaary^  tiiat  because  he  was  a  voter  or  a  jury- 
man in  Maryland,  he  must  be  either  the  one  or 
the  other  in  Vixig^nia.  If  this  reasoning  be  cor- 
rect, then  these  essential  rights  of  citizenship 
are  Beeored,  and  each  State  left  in  full  possession 
of  its  oUigation  and  powers  to  protect  its  peace- 
able eilazeDS  and  defend  itself  against  violence 
sod  crime. 

IRTben  Mr.  Stboko  had  concluded — 
Mr.  ISTxLBON,  of  Yurdnia,  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative— yeas  78,  nays  90. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  shall  the  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  And 
debate  arising  thereon,  the  House  adjourned. 


MoHDAT,  December  11. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  fix>m  the  State 
You  VIL— a 


Maine,  late  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
JosBFH  Dans,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  Holmes, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

John  A.  Otjthbsbt,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
also  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

MiMOuri. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Aborsb,  of  Yirginia^  said,  that,  having 
had  some  share  in  protracting  the  trial,  to  which 
the  patience  of  the  House  was  to  be  subjected, 
in  the  debate,  he  owed  it  the  atonement  of 
making  his  trespass  as  brief  as  possible.  His 
inducement  to  trouble  the  House  at  all,  grew 
entirely  out  of  the  drcumstanoes  of  views  hay 
ing  been  stated  in  support  of  the  resolution,  in 
which  he  could  not  concur,  and  to  which  he 
should  be  considered  as  assenting  if  the  grounds 
of  his  TOte  were  not  explained.  The  delicate 
relation  of  the  question,  however,  to  the  slave- 
holding  States,  would  furnish  sufficient  excuse 
to  any  member  coming  from  that  quarter  of  the 
Union,  for  wishing  to  bestow  on'  it  the  fullest 
examination. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  remark  that^  whilst  he 
utterly  disclaimed  the  consequences  which  had 
been  inferred  from  it,  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  contest  the  right  of  the  States  to  ad- 
mit the  colored  person,  bom  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
The  States  had  delegated,  in  relation  to  this 
subject)  only  the  power  of  naturalization,  the 
operation  of  which  was  known  to  extend  only 
to  persons  bom  beyond  the  limits  of  the  com- 
munity, by  whose  authority  it  was  exerted. 
The  collateral  connected  power  of  determining 
the  right  and  condition  of  admission  to  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  as  respected  persons 
bom  within  their  respective  limits,  comd  not, 
then,  be  denied  to  the  States  or  abridged  in  its 
exercise,  without  a  constraction  which  might 
equally  be  employed  to  divest  every  other  re- 
served right)  and  to  dismantie  every  safeguard 
to  be  found  in  the  constitution.  We  had  been 
told,  indeed,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in 
relation  to  colored  persons,  could  not  be  con- 
Gidered  as  contemplated  by  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States.  Supposing  it  were  not,  the 
rights  of  the  States  did  not  depend,  for  their 
v^dity  or  exerdse,  on  the  recognition  of  the 
Federal  Oonstitution,  which,  in  its  tme  charao- 
ter,  was  no  more  than  the  source  of  the  limiti^ 
tions  on  them ;  nor  had  the  advance  of  encroach- 
ment yet  reached  a  oonstmction,  b^  which  the 
security  of  these  rights  would  not  smiply  be  im- 

1>aired,  but  their  independent  existence  abso- 
utely  subverted.  The  mode,  too,  of  the  deri- 
vation of  the  inference  which  excluded  the 
exercise  of  the  right  in  question,  was  as  littie 
warranted  as  the  source  of  its  derivation.  It 
was  derived,  not  from  any  thing  in  the  language 
of  the  constitution,  but  from  the  peculiarity  of 
the  circumstances  of  some  of  the  parties  to  it,. 
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which  were  supposed  to  preclude  the  inteDtioa 
to  allow  sach  an  exerbise  of  right  This  was 
not  a  case,  however,  in  which  a  resort  of  this 
kind  was  admissihles  for  the  ascertainment  of 
intention.  Where  language  was  of  doubtfol  im- 
port, this  resort  might  be  admitted  with  little 
danger,  because  there  was  a  limit  to  tlie  possible 
variety  of  interpretation  of  which  language  was 
suBoeptible.  But  where  there  was  no  doubt 
arising  in  the  interpretation  of  language,  nor 
"any  language  on  the  subject  of  doubt  to  be  in- 
terpret^, the  allowance  of  a  resort  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  parties,  to  an  instrument  for  the 
ascertainment  of  its  purport,  would  be  admitting 
the  supply,  and  not  the  explanation  of  an  inten- 
tion. To  such  a  principle  of  substitution  and 
enlargement  of  the  operation  of  instruments, 
there  was  evidently  no  limit  short  of  the  ex- 
haustion of  ingenuity.  It  was  better  to  admit 
any  defect  whatever,  in  the  oonstitntion,  than 
a  liability  so  indefinite,  to  aoeretian  and  meta- 
morphona. 

Ijie  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right 
in  question  was  founded  in  an  entire  misappre- 
hension of  the  consequences  of  its  exercise.  It 
had  been  supposed  that  if  the  right  were  ad- 
mitted, it  would  follow  that  colored  persons, 
emigrating  f^m  a  State  in  which  they  were  al- 
lowed the  privileges  of  citizenship,  to  another 
in  which  thev  were  excluded  from  these  privi- 
leges, would  become  entitled  to  all  privileges  of 
this  character  in  the  State  to  which  they  re- 
moved, notwithstanding  the  exclusion.  Such 
an  inference  was  founded  on  a  view  which  was 
altogether  erroneous  of  the  operation  of  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
assuring  a  reciprocity  of  privileges  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  respectively.  That 
danse,  like  every  other,  in  that  or  any  other 
instrument,  must  receive  a  construction  which 
would  not  violate  reason;  which  would  not 
carry  the  operation  of  the  clause  beyond  the 
intention  which  dictated  it,  and  which  would 
render  its  operation  consistent,  if  possible,  with 
the  established  rights  of  other  parties.  All 
these  incontrovertible  principles  of  interpreta^ 
tion  would  be  violated  by  the  construction 
which  had  been  supposed.  If  persons  removing 
from  one  State  to  imother  were  to  be  considered 
as  becoming  entitled,  under  the  operalaon  of 
this  dause  ai  the  constitution,  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  they  re- 
moved, and  were  not  restricted  to  the  privileges 
accorded  to  persons  of  the  same  class  and  de- 
scription with  themselves,  then  the  anomaly 
would  be  presented  of  a  foreign  co-ordinate 
legislation,  exerting  a  more  efficient  operation 
in  the  States  than  their  interior  leeislauon,  and 
of  their  legislation  exerting  in  relation  to  the 
same  subject,  a  more  efficient  operation  abroad 
than  it  could  at  home.  A  construction  involv- 
ing such  consequences  was  absurd.  Glauses 
were  to  be  construed  in  consbtency  with  their 
intention.  What  was  the  intention  of  this 
clause?     The  States,  by  the  adoption  of  the 


Federal  Oonstitution,  became,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, members  of  one  community.  It  was  an 
incident  essential  to  the  secure  enjoyment  of 
the  advantages  of  this  community,  that  they 
should  be  restrained  from  any  power  of  inimi- 
cal regulation  as  respected  the  right  of  removal 
from  one  State  and  settlement  in  another.  This 
was  the  design  of  the  clause  in  question ;  not  to 
inhibit  to  the  States  nor  to  restrain  the  power 
of  regulation,  as  respected  the  conditions  of  the 
enjoyment  and  exercise  of  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship, an  essential,  indefeasible  portion  of 
self-ffovemment ;  but  to  inhibit  any  power  of 
regcdation  on  this  subject,  to  be  directed  exdn- 
sively  against  citizens  removing  from  other 
States,  any  exercise  of  inimical  discriminative 
regulation.  The  discretion  was  left  unimpaired 
to  adopt  regulations  affecting  either  the  indi- 
genous inhabitants  or  those  removing  from 
other  States,  provided  these  regulations  were 
not  rendered  restrictive  and  peculiar  in  relation 
to  this  last  description  of  inhabitants.  Under 
this  limitation  the  reserved  power  of  the  States 
was  unsusceptible  of  employment  to  any  serious 
or  injurious  counteraction  of  the  social  design 
of  the  Federal  Incorporation.  This  construction 
had  the  advantage  of  reconciling  the  rights  of 
the  States  with  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
in  question,  affording  to  each  ample  and  nnin- 
teri'ering  scope  for  operation.  Any  oppoate 
construction  led  to  the  wildest  and  most  unre- 
deemed absurdities.  No  one  could  conceive  it 
to  be  the  design  of  the  constitution  to  commu- 
nicate to  persons  removing  from  one  State  to 
another,  privileges  larger  m  number  or  value 
than  they  had  previously  enjoyed ;  yet,  under 
the  construction  which  was  combated,  such 
persons  might  not  only  acquire  an  increase  of 
privileges,  the  privilege  of  suffrage  for  example, 
but  blacks  from  abroad  might  acquire  privileges 
to  which  indigenous  whites  were  not  entitled. 
Women,  in  one  of  the  States,  (Jersey,)  were,  or 
had  formerly  been,  admitted  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  that  of  suffrage  indusive. 
Under  this  construction,  women,  in  States  where 
there  was  a  qualification  on  suffiragej  as  in  Yir> 
ginia,  might  become  entitied,  by  migration,  to 
privileges  from  which  a  large  proportion  of  the 
indigenous  white  males  were  excluded.  Con- 
structions of  this  kind  were  no  subjects  for  dis- 
cusuon.  Persons,  by  removing  from  one  State 
to  another,  did  not,  therefore,  acquire  any  fur- 
ther or  greater  privileges  than  were  the  allot- 
ment of  the  indigenous  inhabitants  of  the  same 
class  and  description. 

Another  consequence  which  had  been  im- 
puted to  the  dause  of  the  constitution  under  re- 
view, fell  with  that  which  had  been  examined. 
It  had  been  imag^ed  that,  under  the  operation  ' 
of  this  dauscL  colored  persons,  emancipated  on 
a  condition  of  removal  from  one  State  in  which 
they  receive  thdr  emandpation,  might  be  re- 
turned upon  the  emandpatiuff  State  in  the  char- 
acter of  citizens.  The  valicuty  of  this  inter- 
ference was  exduded  by  the  remarks  which  had 
been  stated.    It  was  equally  exduded  by  other 
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and  independent  oonsiderations.  The  condition 
of  emancipation  alladed  to,  would  labor,  at  the 
time  €i  its  adoption,  under  no  defect  of  validity. 
as  presenting  no  conflict  with  any  provision  oi 
tibe  Federal  Gonatitntion. 

It  oonld  not,  then,  be  brought  into  conflicti 
and  rendered  invalid  at  any  posterior  time,  or 
by  any  act  of  an  anthority  not  superior  to  tibat 
of  the  party  imposing  it,  and  which  was  no 
party  to  the  compact  in  which  this  condition 
was  comprehended.  Yet,  if  the  inference  above 
referred  to  were  jost,  this  condition,  the  crea- 
tion of  a  competent  authority,  and  the  consid* 
eration  of  a  benefit  to  the  party  accepting  it, 
woold  be  liable  to  invalidation  by  the  posterior 
intervention,  not  of  a  superior,  but  an  extrane- 
ous and  merely  co-ordinate  authority ;  and  be 
liable  not  simply  to  invalidation,  but  to  be  con- 
verted to  an  instrument  of  injury  and  abuse 
to  the  party  who  had  made  it  the  subject  of 
stipulation.  An  inference  of  this  kind  had  only 
to  be  represented  in  its  true  character  to  be 
disclaimed. 

The  endeavor  had  been  made  to  show  that 
fhoe  was  notiiing  in  the  clause  of  the  Oonstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been 
quoted,  which  could  be  construed  as  prohibiting 
the  State  governments  from  subjecting  persons 
removing  from  other  States  to  any  restrictions 
as  respected  the  privileges  of  citizenship  which 
it  was  thought  proper  to  extend  to  indigenous 
inhabitants  of  the  same  class  and  descnption. 
The  power  of  the  States  would  be  found,  upon 
further  inquiry,  to  extend  to  a  point  beyond 
this — to  the  capacity  of  prohibiting  the  ingress 
of  citizens  of  other  States,  provided  the  exclu- 
sion were  for  causes  affectiog  the  individual 
merely,  and  not  the  class :  that  is  to  say,  pro- 
vided the  exclusion  operated  by  what,  in  the 
technical  language  of  the  law,  would  be  d&- 
JiommaJt»d  d^cription&m  persoTUB,  or  for  causes 
aecidental  in  their  access,  and  liable  to  removal. 
Thna,  it  would  not  be  denied  that  a  State  might 
exclude  citizens  of  other  States,  for  contagious 
disease,  by  quarantine  regulations ;  that  it  had 
competency  to  exclude  for  crimes,  or  to  exclude 
paupers  liable  to  become  burdensome  by  regu- 
lation of  police.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
competency  of  exclusion  in  these  cases  ?  The 
reason  had  already  been  stated,  the  necessity  of 
giving  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
communicating  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  a 
construction  which  would  reconcile  its  opera- 
tions witii  the  reserved  essential  rights  of  the 
States.  There  could  be  no  danger  of  abuse 
from  tins  construction,  as  long  as  its  principle 
was  not  transcended,  which  required  that  the 
exdosion  should  be  for  cause  affecting  the  indi- 
vidual, and  not  the  class.  Mr.  A.  went  on  to 
Bay,  that  perhaps  a  just  application  of  the  prin- 
dple  of  exdnsion,  which  had  been  now  stated, 
XBightbe  conMdered  as  authorizing  the  slave- 
holing  States  to  prohibit  the  entry  and  settie- 
raent  among  them  of  colored  persons  from  other 
SCi^  inasmnch  as  it  was  known  that  the  pe- 
coliar  drenmstanoes  of  their  population  tended 


to  communicate  to  the  admission  of  persons  of 
this  description  a  character  of  mischievousness 
worse  than  that  which  would  attach  to  the  ad- 
mission of  pauperism,  and  as  bad  as  that  which 
would  attach  to  the  admission  of  criminals  and 
disease.  Mr.  A«  said  that  he  did  not  mean, 
however,  to  push  the  argument  to  this  extent. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  his  purpose  to  do  so. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  be  fair,  as  the  exclusion 
might  be  sud,  in  these  circumstances,  to  be  de- 
nounced for  a  cause  not  personal,  that  is  to  say, 
accidental  to  the  excluded  object;  or  which,  in- 
deed, was  not  to  be  considered  as  residing  so 
much  in  the  excluded  object,  as  in  a  peculiar 
condition  of  the  community  from  which  the 
object  was  proposed  to  be  exduded.  All  that 
it  was  now  designed  to  show  was,  that^  not- 
withstanding the  sweeping  operation  which  had 
been  attributed  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal 
OoDstitution,  which  had  been  adduced  in  the  de- 
bate, the  exercise,  under  certain  circumstances, 
of  a  power  of  exclusion  by  the  State  govern- 
ments^ as  respected  the  citizens  of  other  States, 
was  in  perfect  consistency  with  that  operation. 

If  it  was  the  wish  of  any  of  the  States  to  have 
colored  citizens,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  felt  neitiier 
wish  nor  authority  to  derogate  from  their  riffht 
to  do  so.  The  proposition  he  denied  was,  that 
such  citizens  could  be  imposed  on  other  States, 
who  had  no  participation  in  the  wish.  In  the 
lapse  of  time  it  was  possible  that  the  period 
might  arrive,  when,  from  the  excessive  multi- 
plication of  the  mixed  race,  some  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  might  conceive  themselves  re- 
quired, by  considerations  of  policy,  to  admit 
this  description  of  persons  to  a  qualified  or  ab- 
solute enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
Without  pretending  to  express  any  opinion  that 
such  a  period  would  arrive,  Mr.  A.  could  not, 
in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  consider  the  com- 
petency of  the  State  to  exercise  the  power  as  a 
subject  of  question.  The  demarcation  of  color, 
importing  a  discrimination  not  simply  of  com- 
plexion, but  blood,  was  too  indefinite  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  limitation  on  State  right  In  all 
the  slaveholding  States,  in  a  certain  stage  of 
intermixture,  the  legal  distinction  ceased.  If 
the  State  rignt  were  confined  in  the  mode  sup- 
posed, there  was  no  competency  to  assign  the 
limit  of  this  distinction. 

He  was  not  unaware,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  the 
language  he  had  been  holding,  of  guarded  re- 
spect for  State  rights,  had  been  for  some  time 
going  out  of  fashion.  It  was  but  too  obvious 
to  remark,  that  the  essential  defences  of  the 
States  were  rapidly  giving  way  before  the 
steady  and  powerful  current  of  Federal  author- 
ity. This  circumstance  only  rendered  more 
imperative,  however,  the  duty  of  using  every 
endeavor  to  sustain  even  the  feeblest  of  these 
defences.  The  scope  of  public  du^  under  a 
free  constitution  was  peculiar.  Its  first  object 
was  the  support  of  the  constitution.  How  was 
this  to  be  effected  ?  Not  by  carrying  one  prin- 
ciple victorious  over  every  other,  but  by  sus- 
taining the  balance  between  the  various  and 
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conflicting  principles  which  made  up  the  com- 
position  of  a  free  constitntion.  And  how  was 
this  secondary  incidental  oblect  to  be  effected? 
fij  enlisting  on  the  side  of  the  principle  which, 
in  the  progress  of  the  conflict,  had  been  foimd 
to  decline  and  become  the  weakest  It  was 
upon  a  consideration  of  this  sort,  that  Mr.  A. 
thought  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  even  in  matters  which  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  being  immaterial  and  indifferent  onght 
to  form  a  primary  object  of  solicitude  and  effort 
The  purpose  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
submitted,  was  to  show  what  Mr.  A.  conceived 
to  be  the  just  construction  of  the  very  delicate 
clause  of  the  constitutioi^  assuming  a  recipro- 
city of  the  privileffes  of  citizenship  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  which  had  been  so 
much  referred  to  in  the  discussion.  It  had 
been  seen  that  the  recognition  of  the  right  of 
the  States  to  admit  colored  persons  to  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  involved  none  of  the  abusive 
consequences  wluch  had  been  ascribed  to  it 
The  inquiry  material  to  the  present  controversy 
next  arose,  whether  any  of  the  States  had  ever 
exercised  the  right ;  whether  there  were  citi- 
zens of  this  description  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  States?  Mr.  A  thought  that,  upon  due 
inquiry,  it  would  be  found  there  was  no  one  of 
the  States  in  which  this  class  of  persons  could 
be  fairly  considered  as  assignable  to  the  rank  of 
citizens.  He  did  not  found  this  conclusion  on 
any  definition  which  had  been,  or,  as  &r  as  ap- 
peared to  him  could  be,  given  of  the  constituents 
or  criteria  of  citizenship.  He  admitted  that 
any  definition  which  could  be  assumed  upon 
this  subject  must  be  re^u*ded^  gratuitous, 
and  could,  therefore,  serve  as  the  foundation  of 
no  conclusion.  He  admitted  that  there  was  no 
definition  which  would  apply,  under  every  dr- 
oumstance.  He  thought  that  the  only  descrip- 
tion which  could  be  adopted,  must  be  analogous 
to  the  definition  which  civilians  gave  of  munici- 
pal law — "  the  rule  which  each  State  had  pre- 
scribed to  itself."  But  although  there  was  no 
affirmative  definition  of  citizenship  which  could 
be  regarded  as  of  invariable  application,  there 
was  negative  test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A  to 
be  conclusive.  Oitizens  might  be  admitted  in 
various  degrees  to  the  exercise  of  political 
rights.  They  might  even  be  admitted  in  vari- 
ous degrees  to  tbe  enjoyment  of  civil  rights. 
But  those  could  not  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  rank  of  citizens,  who,  not  by  the  mere 
operation  of  usage,  but  the  positive  enactments 
of  law,  were  everywhere  excluded  from  an 
equality  with  even  the  lowest  rank  of  citizens, 
as  respected  the  ordinarv  and  most  essentiid  re- 
lations of  domestic  ana  social  life.  But  this 
was  the  &ct  in  relation  to  colored  persons,  as 
Mr.  A.  believed,  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
without  exception.  Colored  persons,  as  has 
been  stated  by  his  colleiunie,  (Mr.  Babboub,) 
were  in  no  part  of  the  Union  permitted,  by 
law,  to  contract  with  white  persons  that  en- 
gagement)  the  liberty  to  contract  which  was 
the  inseparable  incident  and  criterion  of  a  con- 


dition of  social  equality.  He  alluded  to  the  en- 
gagement of  marriage.  How  could  persons  be 
said  to  belong  to  the  same  class  who  wero 
everywhere  prohibited  by  law  from  the  con- 
traction of  any  relation  of  intimacy,  and  from 
association,  on  the  basis  of  social  equality?  It 
was  from  tiie  influence  of  this  consideration, 
and  not  from  anv  concurrence  in  various  other 
views  which  had  been  stated,  that  Mr.  A  de- 
rived Ms  conclusion  that  colored  persons  could, 
in  no  part  of  the  Union,  be  assigned  to  the  rank 
of  citizens. 

But,  suppose  that  these  persons  could  be  as- 
signed to  this  rank  in  some  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.    Admit  that  there  were  citizens  of  tiiis 
description.    Ought  the  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri,  to  which  objection  had  been 
taken,  to  be  considered  as  operating  upon  such 
of  these  persona  as  were  citizens  ?    Mr.  A  con- 
ceived that  it  ought  not,  upon  the  establidied 
maxim   of   interpretation,   which   had   beea 
stated  by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowKDBS,)  that  where  insti*uments  presented 
the  appearance  of  conflict,  a  construction  was, 
if  possible,  to  be  adopted,  which  would  recon- 
cile their  operation.    If  there  were  colored  per- 
sons who  belonged  to  the  class  of  dtizena, 
there  was,  notoriously,  a  much  larger  class  who 
did  not  belong  to  this  description,  on  whom  the 
clause  in  question  might  be  considered  as  op- 
erating without  the  involvement  of  any  breach 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.    There  was  a  dis- 
tinct peculiar  reason  for  the  adoption  of  this 
construction.     The  term  '^free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,"  on  which  the  doubt  in  the  present 
case  arosC)  had  acquired  in  the  South  and  West 
an  import  perfectiy  preciscL  and  as  it  might  be 
said  technical,  denoting  a  class  who  were  inva- 
riably excluded  from  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship.   To  restrict  these  words  in  the  clause  of 
the  IMQssouri  constitution  to  this  sense^  was  do- 
ing no  more  than  was  required  by  another 
established  rule  of  the  construction,  confirming 
the  words  to  their  ordinary  and  received  dcni- 
fication.    There  was  neither  force  nor  liabuily 
to  abuse  in  this  interpretation,  because  the  im- 
port of  the  language  was  not  enlarged  so  as  to 
be  made  to  embrace  something  which  it  did 
not  properly  compn^end,  but  was  restricted. 
It  was  another  established  rule  that  in  cases  of 
doubt,  the  most  mitigated  construction  was  to 
be  adopted.    ^^In  obscnris  quod  minimum  est 
querimur."    But,  in  the  present  case,  it  also 
happened  that  the  most  mitigated  was,  at  the 
same  time,  the  usual  and  most  received  signifi- 
cation of  the  words  to  be  construed.    All  that 
was  asked,  was,  that  the  language  should  not 
be  distorted  from  its  customary  and  appropriate 
import,  and  a  description  applicable  to,  and  de- 
signed for   an  inferior  class  of  persons,  be 
stretched  to  comprehend  a  higher  daas,  in  con- 
travention of  one  of  the  most  familiar  maxims, 
that  *'  minor  non  continet  migor.^'   Cases  analo- 
gous to  the  present  might  be  easily  stated  from 
tiie  constitution.    Mr.  A  instanced  the  case  of 
imports  which  the  State  were  forbidden  to  lay 
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unless  -with  the  consent  of  Ck>ngress,  or  for  a 
Bpecial  purpose.  If  Massachusetts,  who  was 
now  en^nged  in  the  formation  of  a  new  consti- 
tution, were  to  insert  a  provision  granting  a 
power  to  her  Legislature  to  lay  imposts,  would 
any  court  or  reasonable  man  refase  to  this  clause 
a  construction  restricted  by  the  competency  of 
the  State,  and  consistent  with  the  prohibition 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  ? 

One  word  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  might  now  be  adopted*  One 
gentleman  had  said,  that  no  consequences  of 
unpleasant  character  could  be  anticipated ;  and 
another,  that  the  consequences,  whatever  they 
might  be,  were  not  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Both  gentlemen  were  mistaken.  What- 
ever  might  be  the  real  views  which  would  dic- 
tate the  rejection  of  the  resolution  under  dis- 
cussion, this  rejection,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  public  mind,  would  be  liable  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  policy  of  re-attempting  the  imposition  of 
the  slavery  restriction  of  last  year.  In  the 
best  event,  then,  the  wound  inflicted  on  the 
harmony  of  the  country  would  be  incurable. 
But,  if  the  policy  imputed  was  reiJly  to  be  act- 
ed on,  every  man  must  perceive  that  the  Union 
was  gone.  Gentiemen  might  conceive  that 
they  were  sowing  the  seeds  of  sectional  influ- 
ence and  importance,  but  they  would,  in  fact, 
be  sowing  a  crop  like  the  dragon's  teeth,  which 
would  spring  up  in  civil  discord,  and  armed 
men,  destined  to  perish  in  unnatural  warfare, 

Sa  mutual  destruction.  It  had  been  remark- 
the  last  year,  that  a  gulf,  similar  to  that 
which  we  read  of  in  the  early  history  of  Borne, 
had  been  opened  among  us  by  the  discussions 
on  this  subject.  There  was  one  circumstance, 
however,  of  fSavorable  distinction.  The  chasm 
which  was  said  to  have  occurred  in  Bome  was 
only  to  be  closed  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  most 
precious  possession.  But  the  chasm  which  had 
occurred  in  our  harmony,  required  to  heal  it, 
only  the  most  worthless  of  all  sacrifices,  that 
of  our  passions,  or  of  what,  in  their  application 
to  human  oSairs,  were  the  next  most  pestilent 
&in^  to  vile  passions — our  abstract  and  speca- 
lative  notions.  In  what  he  had  been  saying, 
Mr.  Abchkb  disclaime^my  intention  of  em- 
ploying the  language  oRnenace,  which  would 
be  suitable  neither  to  his  character,  nor  to  that 
of  the  place  in  which  he  stood.  His  purpose 
was  to  express  his  sincere  views  of  the  possible 
consequences  of  the  measures  which  Congress 
might  adopt  in  relation  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. The  train  had  aheady  been  prepared  by 
antecedent  events  and  discussions.  It  now 
only  required  to  be  fired  to  produce  effects 
which  it  would  be  equally  impossible  to  avoid 
lamenting,  or  to  repair.  Mr.  A.  would  add 
cnly  a  single  remark.  It  was  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  real  occurrence  of  the  effects  to 
whidi  he  had  been  alluding^  their  authors 
would  stand  chargeable  with  the  greatest  crime 
which  had  ever  been  committed  against  the 
interests  of  human  nature,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  have  led  to  the  des^uction  of  the  most 


persuasive  model  of  free  institutions,  and  the 
overthrow  of  the  most  imposing  promise  of 
splendid  destinies,  which  the  world,  in  any  age 
of  it,  had  ever  seen. 

When  Mr.  Aeohbe  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  )£assachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, qualifying  the  assent  of  the  admission  of 
the  new  State  into  the  Union  by  an  exception 
of  a  particular  clan;9e  of  the  constitution.  This 
motion,  however,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Hill 
for  the  present,  on  the  representation  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  that  it  would  embarrass  the  main 
debate,  by  bringing  on  an  incidental  one,  and 
would  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  some  objections  he  had  not  anticipated, 
and  to  others  arising  from  a  misapprehension 
or  evasion  of  his  first  arguments  in  support  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  Lowndes  assigned  briefly  the  reasons 
why,  on  more  mature  reflection,  he  should  as- 
sent to  this  course,  though  he  had  at  first  pr^ 
ferred  the  other. 

The  question  beinff  taken  on  striking  out  the 
preamble,  was  decided  in  the  afllrmative-— 87 
to  65. 

Mr.  Heicphill  observed  that  the  subject  b^ 
fore  the  House,  in  its  various  relations,  had  oc- 
cupied so  much  of  the  time  of  Congress,  that  it 
was  becoming  in  him  to  mi^e  an  apology  for 
rising,  and  to  promise,  at  the  least,  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  He  sdd  he  would  make  no 
exordium^  but  engage  at  once  on  the  merits  of 
the  question. 

The  constitution  of  Missouri,  as  transmitted 
to  Congress,  enjoins,  in  the  most  positive  man- 
ner, and  makes  it  the  unqualified  duty  of  the 
Le^ature  to  pass,  as  soon  as  may  be,  such 
laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
tling in,  the  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever. If  these  free  colored  people  are  embraced 
in  the  second  section  of  the  4th  artide  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  most 
clear  and  manifest  that  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  is  a  direct  infringement  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  repugnant 
to  it.    # 

The  section  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  ^at 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States.  The  main  question,  according 
to  my  conception  of  it,  involves  but  this  single 
inquiry — Are  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  or 
any  of  them,  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
The  report  of  the  honorable  conunittee,  as  I 
thought,  admitted  the  fact  of  citizenship ;  and 
this  circumstance  led  me  from  making  any  ex- 
amination on  that  point,  until  the  gentieman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babboitb)  yesterday  as- 
sumed the  broad  ground  of  denying  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  any  free  black  or  mulatto 
man.  He  has  endeavored  to  give  us  a  defini- 
tion of  a  citizen  of  this  countiy ;  and  although 
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I  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman^s  reflections 
on  the  snhject  were  ingenions,  I  cannot  give 
mj  assent  to  their  accuracy.  He  supposes  that 
a  citizen  means  a  person  who  is  entitled  to  aU 
the  civil  rights  of  others  in  like  circumstances, 
unless  deprived  of  some  of  them  for  personal 
reasons.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  dis- 
criminations existed,  in  a  variety  of  instances, 
and  in  different  States,  hetween  the  white  and 
hlack  people ;  hut  this  definition  cannot  he  a 
good  one,  nnless  he  is  capahle  of  proving  that, 
among  citizens,  a  minority  have  no  right  to 
make  any  such  discriminations.  What  is  there 
to  control  the  will  of  the  minority,  when  it 
does  not  come  in  collision  with  any  higher 
power? 

Discriminations  are  familiar  to  us,  in  the 
several  States,  hoth  as  to  political  and  civil 
r^hts;  hut  it  never  was  helieved  that  they 
effected  a  total  extinguishment  of  citizenship. 
Some  citizens  are  entitled  to  vote,  and  others 
are  not.  Some  are  exempted  from  serving  in 
the  militia,  or  on  juries,  for  various  reasons ; 
and  this  throws  an  unequal  hurden  on  the  rest 
of  the  community.  Paupers  are  not  allowed 
even  to  choose  the  place  of  their  residence.  In 
some  cases,  whole  professions  are  distinguished 
from  others;  as,  for  instance,  when  ministers 
of  the  gospel  are  made  ineligihle  to  olffice. 
Provisions  of  this  character  are  contained  in 
several  of  the  State  constitutions ;  I  will,  how- 
ever, only  read  a  clause  or  two  on  this  suhject^ 
from  the  constitution  of  Tennessee : 

*'  1.  Where&8  minlsterB  of  the  gospel  are,  by  their 
pzofeauoD,  dedicated  to  Grod  and  the  care  of  souls, 
and  ought  not  to  he  diverted  from  the  great  daties  of 
their  fanctions,  therefore,  no  minister  of  the  gospel, 
or  priest,  of  any  denomination  whatever,  shidl  he 
eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  House  of  the  LegLslatore. 

*^  2.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a  God,  or 
a  fhtnre  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall 
hold  any  office  in  the  civil  department  of  this  State." 

The  latter  description  of  persons  are  citizens, 
although  their  infidelity  afflicts  them  with  a 
much  deeper  misfortune  than  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  white  people,  merely  by  the  circum- 
stance of  color.  Females  are  also  citizens,  but 
they  by  no  means  Ml  within  the  given  defini- 
tion, particularly  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is 
intended  to  operate  on  political  rights. 

The  gentleman  has  put  many  cases  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  definition.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
refer  to  each  cas&— I  will  select  two  only,  on 
which  I  am  desirous  of  making  a  few  observa- 
tions. 

The  first  is  on  an  argument  deduced  from  a 
law  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentieman,  seemed  to  be  entitied 
to  peculiar  force,  as  being  the  offspring  of  a 
itate  so  celebrated  in  espousing  the  cause  of 
this  race  of  people.  It  is  a  law  by  which  mar- 
riages are  forbidden  between  the  white  and  the 
blflMDk  people;  but  if  this  circumstance  proves 
any  thing,  it  proves  too  much,  because  it  equally 
abridges  the  rights  of  both,  and  the  argument 
destroys  itself;  for  ii^  on  that  account,  a  black 


person  is  not  a  citizen,  how  can  the  white  per- 
son be  a  citizen  ?  And  besides,  it  will  be  found, 
by  an  inspection  of  the  law,  that  the  penalties 
or  fines  are  imposed  only  on  the  white  people. 

The  other  case  stated  is,  that  the  black  peo- 
ple are  exempt  from  serving  in  the  militia. 
But  I  do  not  consider  this  as  a  deprivation  of  a 
right :  it  is  a  privilege,  and  is  so  esteemed,  when 
the  indulgence  is  granted  to  persons  advanced 
in  age.  The  colored  people  might  be  compelled 
to  form  in  companies  by  themselves,  so  as  not 
to  be  the  associates  of  the  white  soldiers,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  I  have 
taken  tiiis  brief  notice  of  the  definition,  by  en- 
deavoring to  show  its  inaccuracy  when  applied 
to  the  complex  system  of  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

We  shall  arrive  with  more  safety  at  the 
knowledge  whether  any  free  black  people  are 
citizens  or  not,  by  considering  their  acknowl- 
edged situation  in  a  general  point  of  view. 
And,  at  this  stage  of  my  remarks,  I  beg  the 
House  to  recollect  that,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  Stat^ 
each  State  had  the  unquestionable  right  of  say- 
ing who  should  compose  its  own  citizens ;  and 
it  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were 
citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  gave  to  such  citizens  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in  the 
several  States. 

I  have  examined  the  constitutions  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  there  are  but  seven  or  eight 
that,  in  terms,  exclude  tiie  colored  people  from 
voting.  In  these  constitutions  tiie  right  of  suf- 
frage is  confined  to  white  persons ;  but  this  af- 
fords a  very  forcible  argument  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  members  of  their  conventiooL 
that  black  people  should  have  been  included 
under  the  general  term  of  citizens. 

In  the  Kentucky  constitution,  the  understand- 
ing of  the  convention  appears  plain.  The 
words  are,  "Every  free  male  citizen,  (negroes, 
mulattoes,  and  Indians,  excepted.'') 

Under  the  old  constitution,  in  Maryland,  this 
description  of  people  voted;  but  the  general 
terms  were  changea,  Ut  the  present  constitution 
of  that  State,  to  ever^ree  white  male  citizen. 

In  North  Carolina,  I  understand  that  they 
still  vote  at  elections.  In  Pennsylvania,  there 
have  been  instances  of  their  voting,  but  they 
are  seldom.  In  several  of  the  New  England 
States  they  exercise  this  rights  and  did  so  in 
choosing  the  delegates  who  formed  the  Federal 
Constitution.  In  Massachusetts,  and  in  the 
State  of  New  York  in  particular,  they  eigoy  the 
acknowledged  and  uninterrupted  right  of  suf- 
frage ;  and  the  constitutions  of  these  States  are 
both  antecedent  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  question  might  be  very 
safely  rested  on  the  correctness  of  the  opinions 
entertained  in  these  two  respectable  States  on 
the  subject.  The  situation  of  the  black  people 
in  these  States  was  known  <mterior  to  the  Rero- 
lutiou,  and  at  the  time  of  the  adcnowledgment  of 
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oar  independence;  thej  were  of  coarse  the  best 
capable  of  judging,  and  were  the  only  persons 
who  had  the  right  to  judge  whether  these  free 
people  were  embraced  .in  the  general  terms  of 
their  constitntions. 

When  oar  different  constdtations  were  formed, 
this  class  of  people  lived  among  as,  not  in  the 
character  of  foreigners;  they  were  connected 
with  no  other  nation — this  was  their  native 
ooontiy,  and  as  dear  to  them  as  to  as.  Thoa- 
sands  of  them  were  free  bom,  and  they  com- 
posed a  part  of  the  people  in  the  several  States. 
They  were  identified  with  the  nation,  and  its 
wealth  consisted,  in  part,  of  their  labor.  They 
had  foaght  for  their  country,  and  were  riehte- 
onsly  induded  in  the  principles  of  the  Dedara- 
tion  of  Independence.  This  was  their  condition 
when  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
framed,  and  that  high  instrument  does  not  cast 
the  least  shade  of  doubt  upon  any  of  their  rights 
or  privileges;  but,  on  the  dontrary,  I  may 
challenge  gentlemen  to  examine  it,  with  all  the 
ability  they  are  capable  o^  and  see  if  it  con- 
tains a  single  expression  that  deprives  them  of 
any  privileges  that  is  bestowed  on  others. 

They  have  a  right  to  pursue  their  own  happi 
nesB,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  other  class  of 
people.  Thdr  situation  is  similar  to  others,  in 
relation  to  the  acquirement  of  property,  and 
the  various  pursuits  of  industry.  They  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  rights  of  religion  and  protec- 
tion, and  are  subjected  to  the  same  punishments. 
They  are  enumerated  in  the  census.  They  can 
be  taxed,  and  miade  liable  to  militia  duty ;  they 
are  denied  none  of  the  privileges  contained  in 
the  bill  of  rights;  and,  although  many  of  these 
advantages  are  allowed  to  a  stranger,  during  his 
temporary  residence,  yet  in  no  one  instance  is 
a  free  native  black  man  treated  as  a  foreigner. 

When  they  enjoy  all  these  rights,  civil  and 
religious,  equaUy  with  the  white  people ;  and 
when  they  all  flow  from  the  same  constitutions 
and  laws,  without  any  especial  designation  or 
reference  to  them,  I  have  a  curiosity  to  learn 
upon  what  principle  any  right  can  be  singled 
out,  as  one  of  which  thev  are  to  be  deprived. 

I  appeal  to  the  public  transactions  in  this 
country,  to  the  different  constitutions,  and  to 
the  laws,  for  the  correctness  of  this  position ; 
that,  whenever  exceptions  are  intended  to  be 
made  in  regard  to  this  class  of  people,  that  it 
requires  express  provisions  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  said  that  they  are  not  witnesses  in  some 
States;  hut  it  requires  a  particular  law  to  ren- 
der ^em  incompetent  to  give  testimony. 

As  citizenship  has  not  been  defined  in  any  of 
the  conventiohs,  or  by  any  of  the  wise  assem- 
blages of  men  in  this  country,  it  would  be  rash 
in  me  to  attempt  to  give  any  thing  like  a  confi- 
dent definition ;  but,  if  being  a  native,  and  free 
bom,  and  of  parents  belonging  to  no  other  na- 
tion or  tribe,  does  not  constitute  a  citizen  in 
tbds  country,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what 
manner  citizenship  is  acquired  by  birth.  This 
would  be  broader  than  necessary  for  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  as  it  would  exclude  the  children 


of  manumitted  slaves.  In  England,  from  whence 
we  adopt  many  of  our  customs,  the  sons  of  aliens 
are  deemed  natives ;  though  tne  case  is  said  to 
be  different  in  many  other  countries. 

When  a  foreigner  is  naturalized,  he  is  only 
put  in  the  place  of  a  native  freeman.  This  ia 
the  general  idea  of  naturalization. 

The  word  citizen,  in  its  original  sense,  I  be* 
lieve,  only  meant  a  free  person  of  a  city ;  it  had 
no  application  here  until  after  our  independ- 
ence; and  then  it  had  to  be  accommodated 
to  the  customary  and  peculiar  character  of 
our  complex  system.  In  our  political  accep- 
tation of  the  word,  it  differs  in  theory  and 
origin  from  allegiance;  that  was  a  feudal 
connection,  acknowledging  the  distinction  of  su- 
perior and  inferior;  it  was  a  species  of  slavish 
tenure.  But  citizenship  is  rather  in  the  nature 
of  a  compact,  expressly  or  tacitly  made ;  it  is  a 
political  tie,  and  the  mutual  obligations  are  con- 
tribution and  protection. 

If  our  free  black  population  should  be  im- 
pressed in  a  foreign  port>  how  eould  we  redress 
the  wrong  if  we  have  no  political  connection 
with  them,  if  they  do  not  belong  to  our  politic 
cal  family?  Previous  to  the  Revolution  they 
were  British  subjects,  and  they  were  dissolved 
from  any  further  connection  with  that  nation  at 
the  same  time  with  the  white  people ;  and  it 
would  be  exceediogly  strange,  if,  from  that  mo- 
ment, they  ceased  to  be  connected  with  any 
political  society.  Cases  are  familiar  where  they 
a^ume  not  only  the  appearance,  but  the  reality 
of  citizenship.  If  they  should  engage  in  com- 
merce, none  of  the  regulations,  as  to  foreigners, 
would  be 'applicable'  to  them.  Can  there  exist 
any  doubt  as  to  their  capacity  of  sustaining 
actions  in  the  Federal  courts  in  the  character  of 
citizens  ?  But  all  our  researches  on  this  sub- 
ject aim  principally  at  one  object ;  it  is  to  as- 
certain what  was  the  opinion  of  the  patriots  (tf 
this  country,  at  an  early  day,  respecting  this 
question.  This  is  a  fountain,  when  reached, 
that  cannot  deceive  us ;  and,  in  looking  into  the 
ancient  records  of  this  Government,  we  find 
that  this  very  question  attracted  attention,  and 
received  a  solemn  decision.  The  fourth  article 
of  the  Confederation  reads  as  follows :  '^  The 
better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  the 
different  States  in  the  Union,  the  free  inhabit- 
ants of  each  of  these  States— -paupers,  vaga- 
bonds, and  fugitives  from  justice  exceptecU— 
shall  be  entitied  to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States."  This 
language  includes  every  free  inhabitant  whether 
black  or  white,  and  clothes  him  with  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  citizen ;  and  that  this  was  the  actual 
intention  appears  from  the  minutes  taken  when 
the  Confederation  was  agreed  to,  (first  volume 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stat4,  page  26.) 
When  the  fourth  article  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  delegates  from  South  Carolina  being 
called,  moved  the  following  amendments  in  be- 
half of  their  Btate:  1.  In  article  fomih,  be- 
tween the  words  free  inhabitants,  insert  white 
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— ^passed  in  the  negatiye,  ayes,  2,  noes  8,  and 
one  State  divided.  It  was  then  moved,  after 
the  words  "  the  several  States,"  to  insert,  ^^ao- 
cording  to  the  law  of  snch  States  respectively,'* 
for  the  government  of  their  own  free  white  in- 
habitants, passed  in  the  negative — ^ayes  2,  noes 
8,  and  one  State  divided— and  in  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  in  1788,  we  are  furnished  with  the 
opinion  of  Oonsress,  on  this  subject,  in  terms 
equfidly  clear  and  explicit,  when  it  was  resolved, 
with  Uie  exception  of  two  States,  one  of  which 
was  divided,  that  all  charges  "of  war  and  all 
the  expenses  that  hare  been  or  shall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
&c.,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treas- 
ury, which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of 
white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
every  age,  sex,  and  condition,"  &c. 

Here  it  is  acknowledged  expressly  that  there 
were  other  free  citizens  besides  white  citizens. 
If  this  will  not  convince  gentlemen  that  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  were,  from  early  limes, 
considered  as  citizens,  and  composed  a  part  of 
the  people  who  chose  the  delegates  to  frame  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  me 
to  urge  the  matter  any  further. 

I  will  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
manumitted  slaves.  Among  the  Romans,  as  it 
appears  from  Cooper's  Justinian,  there  were 
three  grades;  the  first  class  of  their  freemen 
were  entitled  to  t^e  privileges  of  Roman  citi- 
zens ;  the  other  two  classes  were  only  allowed 
the  enjoyment  of  inferior  rights.  What  would 
be  the  condition  of  a  manumitted  slave,  in  this 
country,  where  the  equal  rights  of  man  are  more 
highly  appreciated  than  in  any  other  nation,  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say. 

In  England,  also,  slight  circumstances  were 
caught  at  to  effect  the  enfranchisement  of  per- 
sons held  in  vUlanage — such  as  the  master  bring- 
ing an  action  agsonst  his  villain,  which  was 
construed  to  be  tihe  putting  of  him  on  an  equal 
footing  with  himself.  The  idea  that  a  free 
colored  man,  if  a  citizen,  would  be  eligible  to 
any  office,  however  elevated,  seems  irreconcil- 
able to  the  impressions  of  some  gentlemen. 
But  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  is  an  event 
that  has  never  occurred  in  States  where  they 
are  acknowledged  to  be  citizens.  The  manners 
and  practical  distinctions  in  private  life,  which 
are  observed  between  the  white  and  the  black 
people,  will  form  a  barrier,  in  this  resi>ect,  as 
msurmountable  as  if  ingrafted  in  the  constitution 
itself;  and  no  danger  need  be  feared  that  there 
will  be  any  other  commixture  of  community 
than  we  see  at  present.  There  are  thousands 
of  white  people  who  have  no  better  chance  of 
being  placed  in  office.  I  would  not  wish  to  see 
a  practice  prevail  of  putting  them  in  situations 
that  would  create  anv  disagree.able  or  unpleas- 
ant sensations ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  allowed  the  practical  enjoyment 
of  such  rights  of  citizenship  as  oiu*  customs  and 
habits  may  approve  of  as  suitabl  e  to  their  con- 
dition. 


It  is,  however,  wholly  unnecessary,  on  this 
occasion,  to  trouble  ourselves  in  drawing  nice 
lines  of  distinction  as  to  the  propriety  or  power 
of  abridging  the  common  rights  m  regard  to  this 
class  of  people ;  for  no  one  can  gravely  accede 
to  the  proposition,  that  a  citizen  can  be  denied 
the  privilege  of  residing  on  the  soil  of  his  citi- 
zenship, when  he  has  committed  no  offence; 
that  he  can  be  held  in  a  state  of  exile  without 
being  branded  with  any  mark  of  disgrace. 


TiTXSDAT,  December  12. 
Miesouri. 

The  House  &g^n  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
Inittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  for  ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  * 

Mr.  MgLans,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  soliciting  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  sincere  regret,  which  none 
can  feel  more  deeply,  that  the  odious  Missouri 
question  should  ever  have  been  revived.  Ajfter 
tiie  discussion  at  the  last  session,  after  the  ex- 
citement it  had  occasioned  in  this  House  and  in 
the  nation ;  after  the  deliberate  decision  of  the 
National  Legislature,  connected  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  an  honorable  compromise,  calculated  at 
once  to  allay  public  agitation  and  reconcile  con- 
flicting views,  and  fully  and  fairly  executed 
ui>on  one  side,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  it 
was  at  least  to  be  desired  that  it  would  be  the 
wish,  as,  in  my  humble  opinion  it  is  the  duty, 
of  every  friend  of  his  country,  that  this  subject 
should  have  been  put  forever  at  rest ;  and  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  mingling  their  interests 
and  feelings  vnth  those  of  the  other  States, 
should  have  been  permitted  quietly  to  take 
their  station  in  our  National  Confederacv.  But 
it  seems  that  all  these  expectations  are  illusory, 
and  that  the  ordinary  course  of  public  business 
is  again  to  be  interrupted  by  the  agitation  of  a 
subject,  which,  I  fear,  cannot  lead  to  any  prof- 
itable result. 

I  admit,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  spoke  second  in  this  debate,  (Mr. 
SsRGEAiYT,)  that  the  subject  has  assumed  a  dif- 
ferent)  though  an  important  form ;  but  it  still 
appears  to  me  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  old 
question,  and  that  its  importance  is  derived 
much  more  from  its  effects  upon  the  national 
tranquillity  and  the  interests  of  our  white  popu« 
lation,  than  that  class  of  persons  whose  rignts 
are  supposed  to  be  affected  by  the  Missouri 
constitution ;  who,  as  I  believe  f  shall  be  able 
to  show,  have  littie  interest  in  the  matter. 

I  can  assure  the  House  that  I  feel  no  inclina- 
tion to  prolong  the  discussion  upon  so  unpleas- 
ant a  subject  beyond  that  which  every  one 
must  feel,  to  prevent  any  misconception  of  his 
course;  and  tne  best  apology,  perhaps,  for  en- 
gaging their  attention  at  all,  is  to  be  found  is 
the  contrariety  of  views  by  which  gentiemea 
who  think  with  me  have  been  conducted  to  the 
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reenlt.  I  do  not  advert  to  this  droamstance 
with  the  least  intention  of  nnderyaluing  the 
argoments  of  thoee  who  enjoy  bo  deseryedlj 
the  respect  of  tiiis  Honse  and  the  conntry ;  bat 
it  will  always  happen  in  the  first  agitation  of 
great  oonstitntional  questions,  involving  the 
prindples  npon  which  the  institutions  of  the 
Government  are  founded,  th&t  a  variety  of  rea- 
sons may  lead  difEerent  minds  to  a  similar  con- 
clusion ;  and  when  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  avow 
that,  I  do  not  rely  upon  all  the  grounds  taken 
by  other  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  resolu- 
tion, I  desire  to  be  understood  as  saying  no 
more  than  that  they  have  not  the  same  weight 
with  me  that  they  i^pear  to  have  had  with 
otiier& 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  lOssouri  is  not,  at 
present,  a  State  of  this  Union;  audi  am  equally 
clear,  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of 
Congress  to  examine  the  constitution  which 
has  been  submitted  to  us ;  and,  if  it  be  found 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  refuse  to  admit  the  State 
into  the  Union.  No  State  can  of  right  claim 
to  be  admitted  a  member  unless  her  frame  of 
government  is  conformable  to  the  principles  of 
the  confederacy  of  which  she  seeks  to  be  a  part 
This  was  the  doctrine  for  which  I  contended 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  House  at 
the  last  session,  and  I  have  seen  no  cause  since 
to  change  my  opinion.  I  have,  therefore,  ex- 
amined the  constitution  of  Mjasouri,  and  am 
satisfied  that  it  is  republican,  and  not  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  is  republican.  To  deny 
it  this  character  because  it  does  not  prohibit 
davery,  would  be  to  pronounce  the  constitu- 
tions of  all  the  original  States  in  the  Union,  and 
that  of  the  United  States,  anti- republican.  Nor 
should  it  be  forgotten,  tiiat,  as  it  respects  the 
slaves,  in  regard  t6  wnom  the  proceedings  of 
tiie  last  session  offered  some  admonition,  its 
proviaons  are  both  liberal  and  humane ;  con- 
ferring npon  this  unhappy  dass  of  persons 
greater  rights,  and  guarding  them  with  better 
securities,  than  they  e^joy  in  any  State  in  the 
Union  in  which  they  exist 

The  only  objection  which  is  taken  to  the 
oonstitntion,  is  founded  on  that  article  which 
provides  that  ^^  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
Ltore,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mnlaUoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  It 
shovJd  here  be  remarked,  that  the  Missouri 
Convention  could  derive  no  lesson  upon  this 
anlyect  from  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session, 
which,  professing  only  to  dose  the  territory 
against  slaves,  could  not  be  construed  into  a  de- 
sign to  open  it  for  free  negroes.  In  announcing 
this  course,  too,  the  convention  have  proposed 
merely  to  model  their  municipal  policy  after 
that  of  a  majority  of  the  old  thirteen  States, 
and  of  those  sulwequentiy  admitted,  dictated,  as 
I  believe,  l^-  no  improper  temper,  but  rather  by 


the  danger  of  an  influx  of  this  class  of  persons 
from  the  Southern  part  of  the  continent,  who 
alone  would  be  likely  to  go  there.  If  this 
policy  be  right  in  the  old  States,  it  cannot  be 
wrong  in  Missouri.  TVe  cannot  charge  Mis- 
souri with  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
without  pronouncing  the  same  judgment  upon 
the  original  parties  to  the  compact ;  and  I  shall 
not  be  readily  persuaded  of  the  unsoundness  of 
a  doctrine  which  has  regulated  the  practice  of 
the  State  and  General  Ghovermnents,  ever  since 
their  organization;  nor  will  I  hastily  pronounce 
the  laws  of  half  the  States  in  the  Union  imcon- 
stitutional  and  void. 

But,  I  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly, 
the  character  and  extent  of  the  objectionable 
provision ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  remark  first,  that 
of  itself,  it  is  entirely  inoperative.  It  does  not 
infringe  the  rights  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
nor  does  it  prohibit  any  free  negro  from  emi- 
grating to  the  State  of  Missouri.  It  is  direc- 
tory merelv  to  the  Legislature  to  do  so,  and, 
until  they  have  made  it  by  their  enactment,  no 
prohibition  does,  or  can  exist  It  is  not,  nor 
can  it  be  known,  that  the  Legislature  will  ever 
pass  such  a  law ;  if  the  direction  be  unconstitu- 
tional, they  never  can.  If  they  should,  the  law, 
and  not  the  constitution,  would  create  the  pro- 
hibition; unless  the  Legislature  should  derive 
the  power  to  pass  the  law  from  this  provision. 
But,  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that  this  clause 
confers  on  the  Legislature  any  new  or  greater 
power  than  they  would  possess  without  it.  In 
governments  not  republican,  the  legislative  is 
the  supreme  power ;  in  those  which  are  repub- 
lican, the  supreme  power  is  in  the  people ;  and 
under  our  system,  therefore,  the  constitutions 
abridge,  rather  than  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
l^islative  department  The  provision,  then, 
instead  of  conferring  new  power,  directs  the 
Legislature  to  exert  a  power  ab-eady  in  them, 
independent  of  the  constitution,  and  depending 
for  its  efficacy  in  no  degree  upon  the  authority 
of  the  constitution.  If  this  ckuse  confers^  no 
new  power,  so  it  imposes  no  additional  obliga- 
tion upon  the  Legislature ;  it  directs  the  exer- 
cise of  a  legislative  function,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  right  to  exercise  it  exists,  and  that 
it  may  be  rightfully  employed.  It  does  not  re- 
quire the  Legislature  to  pass  the  law,  per  fas 
aut  ntfasy  ri^t  or  wrong ;  but  to  do  so  if  they 
can  consistently  with  their  constitutional  obli- 
gations. In  referring  the  subject  to  legislative 
interposition,  the  convention  could  have  de- 
signed nothing  else,  than  that  it  should  act 
under  the  same  responsibilities,  and  with  the 
same  regard  to  motives  of  State  and  general 
policy  as  in  other  cases.  They  could  not  have 
made  it  obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass 
the  law  at  all  events,  for  this  would  have  been 
requiring  them  to  violate  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  their  oaths,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  bound  them  to  support. 
Besides,  if  it  had  been  the  design  to  enact  the 
prohibition  without  regard  to  constitutional  re- 
straints; or  to  abridge  legislative  discretion,  the 
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Gonventioii,  themselves,  would  have  ingrafted 
it  upon  their  work,  and  not  have  referred  it  to 
the  LegiBlatnre.  The  injonctions  of  the  conven- 
tion in  matters  of  legislative  cognizance  must 
fdwajB  be  subservient  to  the  higher  duties  of 
the  legislator,  the  first  of  which  is  to  pass  no 
law  repugnant  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  direction  in  question,  therefore, 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  that  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  originate  the  system,  provided  they 
shall  deem  it  compatible  with  the  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  States. 

I^  therefore,  this  clause  neither  enlarges  the 
power,  nor  increases  the  obhgationB  of  the 
Le^slature  of  Missouri,  the  power  of  the  State 
in  relation  to  the  General  Government,  and  the 
checks  and  balances  of  the  latter,  are  the  same 
as  they  would  be  indepen^ipt  of  it;  and  if  the 
relation  of  the  State  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  rights  of  the  persons  to  be  affected  by  it 
are  the  same  whetner  the  clause  be  in  or  out 
of  the  constitution,  the  Legislature  will  act,  if 
at  all,  at  the  same  peril,  and  under  the  same 
restramts,  as  thougn  it  did  not  exist,  and  it 
would  be  the  law  and  not  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  which  would  be  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  StaU«,  if  either  could 
be.  How  then  can  we  say,  that  a  clause  A>f  a 
nature  perfectly  nugatory,  possessing  no  legal 
force  or  operation,  which  confers  no  additional 
power,  nor  creates  any  new  obligation,  but  directs 
a  legislative  interference  subject  to  the  higher 
control  of  the  institutions  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, can  be  unconstitutional  ? 

If  this  clause  do  not  violate  the  constitution, 
it  is  not  possible  for  Congress  to  anticipate  the 
passage  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  pros- 
pectively to  pronounce  it  void,  much  less  can 
we  act  upon  such  a  supposition.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  this  clause  were  not  intne  consti- 
tution, but  that  Congress  had  reason  to  believe, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Missouri  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  similar  law ;  could  Congress  re- 
quire from  them,  as  the  terms  of  their  ad- 
misdon  into  the  Union,  a  stipulation,  that  no 
such  law  should  ever  be  passed?  Clearly  not ; 
for  this  would  not  only  be  drawing  to  Congress 
the  judicial  power  of  revising  State  laws,  which 
they  never  can  possess,  but  it  would  amount  to 
a  condition  tying  up  the  functions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  denying  it  the  same  powers  which 
have  been  actually  exerted  by  the  other  States. 
Sir,  as  it  regards  the  municipal  laws  of  the 
States,  Congress  must  always  rely  upon  the 
sound  legal  discretion  of  the  State  Legislature 
not  to  pass  unconstitutional  acts,  and  upon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  the  national  judiciary, 
to  avoid  them  if  they  should.  With  regard  to 
the  present  States  we  have  no  other  reliance, 
and  we  need  no  other. 

And  why,  sir,  do  we  fear  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  more  than  we  do  those  of  the  other 
States?  We  have  stipulated  to  admit  these 
people  into  the  Union,  and,  wishing  to  avoid 
our  obligation,  we  refuse  to  execute  it,  because 
we  are  pleased  to  suspect  that  at  some  future 


time  their  Legislature  may  pass  a  law,  which 
we  choose  to  determine  would  be  unconsti- 
tutionall 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  clause  in  the 
Missouri  constitution  be  considered  as  making 
it  obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 
conformable  to  its  terms,  is  its  compatibility 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
irreconcilable  t  The  clause  in  the  latter  instru- 
ment with  which  it  is  supposed  to  be  in  oon- 
flict,  provides,  that  *^  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Now,  on 
this  supposition,  I  do  not  require  gentlemen  to 
refer  this  question  to  the  judiciary,  for  I  am 
prepared  to  decide  it  for  myself;  but,  I  ask 
them,  when  they  attempt  its  interpretation 
here,  to  be  guided  by  the  same  rules  of  con- 
struction by  which  the  Judiciary  would  decide, 
if  it  were  before  them.  If  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri possess  any  power  over  the  subject-mat- 
ter to  which  the  provision  relates,  then  it  is  not 
altogether  void ;  it  is  in  part  at  least  good,  and 
we  must  give  it  a  construction  which  will  re- 
concile the  powers  of  the  State  with  those  of 
the  General  Government;  otherwise,  we  should 
deny  to  the  State  the  power  of  acting  at  all,  lest 
it  might  transcend  its  proper  sphere. 

It  must  be  conceded,  sir,  that  if  there  are  any 
free  negroes  and  midattoes,  who  are  citizens  of 
any  State,  yet  that  the  preat  minority  of  this 
class  of  persons  in  the  Umted  States  are  citizens 
of  no  State.  As  to  these,  by  far  the  greatest 
number,  the  power  of  Missouri  is  complete; 
their  emigration  to  the  State  may  be  constitu- 
tionally prohibited,  and,  so  far  as  it  may  operate 
upon  them,  the  clause  is  good.  Missouri,  then, 
has  the  undeniable  right  to  prevent  "  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  *'  from  settling  within  her 
State ;  and,  in  order  to  give  any  color  to  the 
objection,  gentlemen  are  obliged  to  assert  that 
the  clause  excludes  all  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes, including  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
K  Missouri  had  no  power  to  prevent  any  free 
negroes  from  going  there,  the  clause  might  be 
bad;  but  she  is  admitted  to  possess  sufficient 
power  to  fill  up  the  plain  literal  scope  of  the 
clause;  and  it  can  never  be  bad,  unless  the  Leg- 
islature exceed  even  the  limits  of  the  injunc- 
tion. Is  it  fair  to  presume  that  the  Legislature 
will  do  so,  where  they  have  neither  a  legal  nor 
moral  obligation  to  urge  them  forward,  but 
have  both  to  help  them  back? 

It  is  our  duty,  moreover,  sir,  to  give  to  the 
words  of  the  clause  that  sense  in  which  they 
are  usually  employed  in  aU  parts  of  the  country, 
and  by  men  of  a\l  classes ;  and  in  that  sense 
they  import,  ex  vi  terming  that  class  of  colored 
people  who  are  neither  slaves  nor  citizens.  In 
a  country  where  there  are  slaves  who  can  be- 
come citizens,  the  middle  condition  of  a  man 
pasung  from  slavery  to  citizenship,  can  be  no 
otherwise  designated  than  by  the  terms  here 
employed,  since  his  freedom  does  not  neces- 
sarily import  citizenship.  When  we  speak  of  a 
negro  slave,  we  mean  one  who  owes  a  lasting 
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Bervice  to  ft  master;  when  we  speak  of  a  free 
negro,  we  refer  to  him  who  has  heen  set  free 
by  his  master ;  and  the  appeUation  of  citizen 
belongs  to  a  higher  condition  and  fuller  rights. 
If  we  design  to  discriminate  between  citizens 
of  different  color,  we  should  use  the  terms 
white  citizens,  or  black  or  negro  citizens,  which 
have,  I  confess,  to  my  ear  at  least,  the  sound 
of  novelty.  In  common  parlance^  therefore,  we 
use  the  term  free  negro  in  contradistinction 
both  to  slaves  and  citizens,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  freedman  among  the  Romans  denoted  the 
middle  condition  between  the  bondman  and  the 
Roman  citizen.  The  convention  of  Missoari 
eoold  not  have  used  the  terms  in  any  other 
sense,  espe'biaUy  when  it  is  considered  that 
their  principal  design  was  to  exclude  this  class 
of  people,  of  idle  and  dissolute  habits,  upon 
their  Sonthem  and  Eastern  borders,  who  are 
confessedly  not  citizens,  and  known  only  as  free 
negroes  and  mnlattoes,  rather  than  those  in  the 
Korihern  and  Eastern  States,  who,  it  cannot  be 
supposed,  will  be  likely  ever  to  wander  into 
this  Western  region.  But  as  this  part  of  the 
subject  has  been  pressed  more  in  detail,  and 
wiUi  greater  ability  than  I  could  hope  to  em- 
ploy, I  will  say  no  more  in  regard  to  it  than 
that,  whUe  there  is  a  sound,  le^  rational  con- 
stTnction  at  hand,  which  reconciles  the  con- 
Btitotlon  of  IGsBouri  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  we  are  bound  in  a  fair  performance  of 
our  engagements  to  adopt  it,  rather  than  dili- 
gentlvto  hunt  after  some  technical  objection 
by  which  we  avoid  the  one,  under  the  pretext 
c^  olH^ing  the  other. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  not  the  princi- 
pal views  which  I  design  to  submit;  I  confess 
that  the  great  ground  upon  which  my  opinion 
13  formed  i&^that  the  free  negroes  and  mnlat- 
toes in  the  United  States  are  not  that  descrip- 
tion of  citizens  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  as  entitled  to  Federal 
rights. 

I  do  not  mean,  sir,  to  deny  that  these  people 
have  certain  rights.  I  admit  thev  have  many ; 
and  these  I  would  cherish,  and,  when  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  enlarge. 
But  their  rights  are  of  a  local  nature,  dependent 
upon  the  gratuitous  f&vor  of  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  StateS)  and  liable  to  be  curtcdled 
or  enlarged  by  those  authorities ;  they  are  lim- 
ited to  Sie  State  granting  them,  and  confer  no 
d^m  to  similar  privileges  and  immunities 
purely  federal.  Gentlemen  must  not  only  show 
that  a  free  negro  may  be  admitted  to  the  en- 
joyment of  some  rights  of  citizenship  in  a  par- 
ticnlar  State,  but  they  must  also  show  that  he 
IS  of  that  description  of  '^  citizen ''  to  whom  the 
oonstitntion  meant  to  guarantee  equal  rights  in 
every  State,  The  State  authority  may  confer 
the  ri^^t  of  citizenship  within  their  State  upon 
afiens  and  Indians;  but  it  was  never  imagined 
thit  they  would  tiierefore  be  the  subjects  of 
federal  rights.  Nor  could  the  constitution  have 
intended  to  refer  to  any  description  of  persons 
vhose  privfleges  were  matters  of  grace  frsm  the 


local  municipality.  For  I  take  it  to  be  clear, 
that  no  person  can  daim  federal  immunities 
who  cannot  ckdm,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen  in  the  State  of  which  he 
is  a  resident  A  consideration  of  tlje  nature  ol 
citizenship  and  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Union,  wul  show  that  the  free  negroes  in  om 
countiy  have  no  such  pretensions.  An  inat- 
tention to  the  distinction  here  taken,  has  led  to 
great  misapprehension  throughout  the  argu- 
ment. Gentlemen  have  seen  some  few  of  these 
people  voting  in  some  one  or  two  of  the  States, 
and  have  seized  upon  this  circumstance  as  con- 
clusive evidence  of  citizenship,  without  reflect- 
ing that,  as  a  political  right,  it  is  the  conse- 
mience  rather  than  the  characteristic  of  citizen- 
ship, and  may  depend  upon  the  precarious  ten- 
ure of  the  local  legislature,  which,  if  it  pleased 
so  to  order,  might  deprive  a  real  citizen  of  the 
right  of  voting,  whUe  at  the  same  time  it  should 
confer  it  upon  an  alien  who  could  daim  none 
of  the  essential  rights  which  characterize  a 
dtizen. 

I  concur  entirdy  in  the  definition  of  a  citizen, 
as  ^ven  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Y ir- 
gim&  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Babboub,)  who  has 
spoken  with  so  much  ability,  and  left  I  fear 
little  for  me  to  add.  I  believe  that  his  defini- 
tion will  be  found,  in  all  its  prominent  parts,  to 
be  frilly  supported  by  the  best  authors  upon  the 
subject,  as  well  as  the  reason  of  the  case.  I 
take  it^  sir,  that  a  person,  to  be  a  '^ citizen^' 
under  our  Gh>vemment,  must  be  a  member  of 
the  cwil  eammwiity,  and  entitled  as  matter  of 
right  to  equal  advantages  in  that  community. 
His  rights  result  from  his  association  with  it, 
and  of  which  nothing  short  of  bis  own  will  or 
misconduct  can  deprive  him.  They  are  rights 
independent  of  the  political  power,  and  inalien- 
able. They  were  anterior  to  the  community, 
were  carried  into  it,  and  their  preservation 
formed  the  great  object  of  the  association. 
They  may  be  modified,  but  cannot  be  destroyed, 
by  &e  political  power  of  the  society.  A  State, 
for  instance,  may  regulate  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  extend  it  to  such  only  of  its  members  as 
possess  a  frediold  property ;  but  it  could  not 
extend  it  to  one  freeholder  and  not  to  another; 
much  less  could  it  sav  that  a  citizen  should  not 
acquire  a  freehold ;  for  it  is  the  inherent  right 
of  every  dtizen  to  exert  his  mental  and  physi- 
cal powers  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  for 
the  acquisition  of  property,  and  to  have  his  ac- 
quisitions protected.  Our  political  system  is 
munded  upon  this  principle  of  equal  rights  in 
the  members  of  the  community,  and  any  State 
regulation  which  should  interfere  with  them, 
would  be  unconstitutional.  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  those  only  are  ^  dtizens  "  who  can 
daim  these  advantages  as  a  matter  of  right: 
all  others,  and  those  whose  privileges  depend 
upon  the  grace  or  favor  of  the  local  authority, 
fall  under  the  denomination  of  inhabitants  and 
aliens,  holding  their  rights  at  the  will  of  the 
Government  under  which  they  live.  Upon  a 
subject  on  which  so  great  a  variety  of  opinion 
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has  been  entertained,  I  pray  to  be  indulged  in 
referring  to  an  authority  in  support  of  the  ex- 
position I  am  pursuing.  It  is  remarked  by 
Vattely  who,  in  this  respeot^  follows  GrotiuSj 
that  "The  citizens  are  the  members  of  the 
civil  society.  Bound  to  this  society  by  certain 
duties,  and  subject  to  its  authority,  they  equally 
participate  in  its  advantages.  The  natives  are 
those  bom  in  the  country  of  those  who  are 
citizens.  In  order  to  be  of  the  country,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  person  be  bom  of  a  father  who 
is  a  citizen.'' 

'^  The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citi- 
zens, are  strangers  who  are  permitted  to  settle 
and  stay  in  the  country.  Bound  by  their  resi- 
dence to  the  society,  they  are  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  State  while  they  reside  there,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  defend  it,  because  it  grants 
them  protection,  though  they  do  not  partici- 
pate in  all  the  rights  of  citizens.  They  eigoy 
only  the  advantages  which  the  laws  or  customs 
give  them." 

"The  perpetual  inhabitants  are  those  who 
have  received  the  right  of  perpetual  residence. 
These  are  a  kind  of  citizen  of  an  inferior  order, 
and  are  united  and  subject  to  the  society  with- 
out participation  in  all  its  advantages.  Their 
children  follow  the  condition  of  their  fethers,"  &o. 

Of  the  two  last  of  these  classes,  I  consider 
the  Indians  and  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  of 
the  United  States.  The  "laws  and  custom" 
nowhere  give  them  the  right  of  participating  in 
aU  the  advantages  of  society.  Their  actual  ad- 
vantages vary  in  almost  every  State;  in  some 
they  are  dealt  out  more  liberally;  in  others 
with  a  sparing  hand ;  in  none  are  they  com- 
plete. In  spme  States  they  cannot  be  witness 
against  the  whites ;  in  others  they  cannot  be 
jurors ;  in  none  are  they  cJlowed  to  hold  offices 
or  to  intermarry  with  the  whites — ^a  circum- 
stance to  which  I  shall  more  particularly  ad- 
vert hereafter.  If  they  were  citizens,  these 
disabilides  could  not  be  imposed  upon  tiiem, 
but  for  some  personal  defect.  The  real  tratn 
is,  sir,  that  they  are  nowhere  considered  as 
members  of  the  civil  society,  but  as  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  holding  their  rights  at  the  will 
of  the  local  authority. 

It  was  competent,  in  the  original  formation 
of  the  societies  which  now  compose  this  Union, 
to  admit  into  the  association,  or  to  exclude 
from  it,  any  description  of  persons  whatsoever. 
Every  one  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  first  settiement  of  these  States 
must  know  that  the  association  was  of  white 
people — Europeans  and  their  descendants.  The 
idea  of  a  mixture  was  at  no  time  tolerated ; 
even  the  aboriginal  Indians  were  not  received 
as  a  competent  part  of  the  civil  or  political 
community;  but  the  country  was  settied, 
and  the  society  formed,  by  a  white  popu- 
lation. It  was  essentially  a  white  community. 
In  its  origin  the  black  population  could  have 
formed  no  part  of  it^  and  throughout  its  progress 
the  invincible  barrier  to  a  mixture  of  white 
and  black,  and  the  positive  regulations  of  so- 


ciety, have  perpetually  excluded  them.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  upon  the  principles  of  the 
association,  and  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
entitied  to  equal  rights. 

The  African  race  came  to  the  country 
posterior  to  the  whites,  and  their  original  con- 
dition most  unhappily  was  that  of  slaves.  As 
such,  they  were  clearly  without  the  pale  of  the 
society ;  and  it  is  equally  dear  that  they  never 
could  be  admitted  within  it  afterwards,  unless 
by  some  positive  law.  or  by  long  usage  and 
custom.  They  never  nave  been  admitted  bj 
either.  In  Pennsylvania,  and  many  other 
States,  they  were  expressly  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  naturalization  laws  existing  in 
the  States,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Feckral 
Constitution. 

Where  is  there  any  positive  institution  pro- 
viding for  their  incorporation  into  the  civil 
community,  or  extending  to  them  equal  rights? 
Where  is  the  State  in  the  Union  in  which  it  is 
declared,  by  positive  enactment,  that  tree  ne- 
groes shall  be  entitied  to  claim  aJl  the  rights  of 
citizens,  and  be  entitied  "equallv  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  of  the  civil"  or  political 
"  society  ?  "  I  never  heard  that  there  was  one. 
The  act  of  emancipation  cannot  have  this  effect^ 
unless  it  should  be  so  declared  b^  some  express 
statutory  providon.  Emancipation  is  the  mere 
act  of  the  owner ;  it  is  merely  a  relinquishment 
of  his  claim  to  the  services  of  the  negro ;  it 
gtves  freedom  to  the  slave,  but  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  owner,  a  single  individual,  by 
any  act  of  his,  to  constitute  him  a  citizen. 
This  must  be  the  work  of  the  society  at  large. 
There  cannot  be  a  stronger  illustration  of  tMs, 
than  that  the  right  and  form  of  fhe  manumis- 
sion of  slaves  is  everywhere  a  matter  of  State 
regulation;  under  which  they  confer  on  the 
manumitteid  slaves  only  the  rights  of  firee  ne- 
groes, not  of  citizens,  distinguishing  between 
tiie  two  conditions,  and  creating  a  liability  on 
the  owner  to  support  the  negro,  if  at  any  period 
of  his  life  he  should  become  unable  to  support 
himself.  This  would  never  be,  if  by  the  act  of 
manumission  the  negro  were  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  a  citizen,  for  in  that  case  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  society  at  large  to  provide  for 
his  age  and  infirmities,  and  they  would  have 
no  power  to  impose  the  obligation  excluMvely 
upon  the  owner.  It  is  because  he  can  neither 
incorporate  with,  nor  attain  to  any  rank  in  the 
society,  whereby  his  means  and  inducements  to 
provide  for  himself  are  diminished,  that  the 
owner  is  not  suffered  to  oast  him  loose  upon 
the  community  without  becoming  responsible 
for  his  maintenance.  Sir,  the  doctrine  is  con- 
firmed by  the  esgperience  of  all  history. 

When  Mr.  MoLans  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Mallabt,  of  Vermont  observed,  that  he 
was  conscious  of  his  small  claims  to  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  while  he  presented  his 
views  on  the  subject  which  engaged  its  atten- 
tion. He  trusted,  however,  some  excuse  would 
be  found  in  the  interesting  character  of  the 
question  to  be  decided. 
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The  measure  proposed  is  calculated  to  affect 
the  privileges  of  a  part  of  the  people  of  that 
section  of  the  UnioD  to  which  I  helong,  said 
Mr.  M^  and  pardcnlarlj  of  the  State  of  which 
I  am  a  Bepresentative.  I  feel  myself  nnder 
the  highest  obligation  to  assert,  feebly  as  it  may 
be,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  those  whom  the 
institations  ci  other  States,  as  well  as  my  own, 
dedjare  to  be  their  citizens.  Snch  as  they  re- 
oogniae  as  deserving  their  protecting  care,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  ever  ready  and  willing  to  d^ 
fend. 

Is  the  constitation  of  Hissomi  repngnant  to 
the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  ? 

By  the  twenfy-sixth  section  of  the  constita- 
tion now  offered  for  oar  acceptance,  it  is  de- 
dared  that  **  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Missonri,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
pass  sQcii  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
free  negroes  and  molattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
settiing  in,  this  State,  nnder  any  pretext  what- 
C0«Mr."  Langoage,  clear,  precise,  and  energetic. 
It  almost  seems  tifiat  it  was  feared  the  Assembly 
might  be  disposed  to  relax  the  severity  of  that 
inexorable  daase.  Bat  to  prevent  the  possibil- 
ity of  disobedience,  we  find,  not  the  common 
declaration  of  dnty  to  the  Assembly,  bat  a  rigid 
admonition,  not  to  disobey  nnder  any  ^^ pretext 
whatweeerJ'^ 

The  Constitation  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares that  **  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immnnities  of  citi- 
B6DS  in  the  several  States.^' 

Axe  negroes  and  malattoes  the  citizens  of  any 
State!  If  80^  it  is  clear,  that  the  language 
•which  has  been  repeated  from  the  constitation 
of  IGsBoori,  is  a  glaring  and  offending  violation 
of  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States. 

An  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Abohkb,)  has  very  gallantly  avowed  himself 
the  champion  of  State  rights.  I  consider,  with 
him,  that  it  ahooM  constltate  a  crime  of  the 
darkest  hue  to  abandon  them;  bat,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  a  daty  of  the  highest  order  to 
preserve  from  violation  those  which  belong  to 
the  Union.  Those  rights  which  have  not  been 
Borrendered  by  the  several  States  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  still  remain  in  their  power. 
Among  these,  the  right  of  a  State  to  declare 
who  of  its  own  inhabitants  may  be  its  citizens 
still  remains  nnimpaired.  It  was  never  given 
op ;  it  has  been  perpetnally  exercised  by  every 
State,  as  one  of  its  most  valoable  prerogatives. 

yft  have  been  asked,  if  other  States  are  al- 
lowed to  dedare  who  may  be  their  citizens, 
shall  not  Missonri  be  indulged  in  the  same 
power?  She  wonld  be  entitled  to  eqaal  privi- 
UfgdOf  bat  no  more..  The  people  of  that  terri- 
tc^  may  make  dtizens  of  whom  thev  please, 
among  themselves.  For  one,  I  have  httle  dis- 
positioa  to  interfere.  Bat,  when  they  attempt 
to  disfranchise  those  who  have  been  made  the 
dtizens  of  other  States,  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
Afferent  import.  This  privilege,  instead  of  re- 
dadng  Missonri  to  a  state  ^'of  papilage,"woald 
devate  her  to  the  rank  of  mistress  to  the  Union. 


The  other  States  most  then  bow  in  sabmission 
to  her  superior  pow^.  Sir,  no  State  in  the 
Union  woold  presume  to  deprive  the  citizens 
of  Ifissouri  of  their  Jights,  nor  will  thev  with 
oompoeore  allow  her  a  prerogative  which  tiiey 
disavow  for  themsdves. 

A  dtizen  has  been  defined  by  a  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Babboub,)  to  be  a  person  who 
enjoys  aU  the  civil  rights  and  privileges  whidh 
others  possess  nnder  the  same  circumstances, 
belonging  to  the  same  community,  unless  such 
rights  have  been  forfeited  by  su<mperson,  by 
some  cause  existing  in  himself.  Wnether  the 
definition  is  correct  or  not,  it  will,  I  am  confi- 
dent, lead  to  a  condusion  d^ectiy  the  reverse 
to  that  which  has  been  drawn  by  the  honorable 
gentieman  who  gave  it  It  admits,  that  there 
are  different  circumstances  xmder  which  tiie 
people  of  the  Union  are  foxmd.  It  would  be 
morally  and  politically  impossible  that  all  per- 
sons in  a  State  could  be  found  under  the  same 
circumstances.  Those  will  be  natural  or  creat- 
ed by  the  civil  and  political  institutions  of  so- 
dety.  Yet^  it  seems  to  be  agreed,  that  when 
we  find  a  person,  who  eigoys  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  others  eijoy,  under  similar 
circumstances,  he  is  a  citizen. 

In  many,  perhaps  in  all,  of  the  States  a  dis- 
tinction is  made,  for  many  purposes,  between 
freeholders  and  those  who  are  not.  One  may 
serve  as  a  juror,  the  other  is  excluded  from  that 
privilege,  or  right.  The  freeholder  in  Vermont 
may  have  a  certain  kind  of  process  without 
surety ;  the  person  who  is  not  a  freeholder  is 
deprived  of  this  privilege.  No  one,  however, 
would  presume  to  dedare  that  a  person  who 
was  not  a  freeholder  could  not  be  a  dtizen. 
Here  the  rule  which  has  been  mentioned  would 
apply  correctiy.  The  person  who  was  not  a 
freeholder,  but  who  possessed  all  the  civil  rights 
and  privileges  which  others  ei^oyed,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  would  still*  be  a  citizen. 
So,  minority  or  advanced  age  would  constitute 
other  classes,  and  having  equal  rights  with 
their  several  daases  are  equally  citizens.  If 
property  or  age  are  employed  by  the  supreme 
power  of  a  State  to  confer  different  rights  on 
the  white  population,  and  yet  the  character  of 
citizenship  remains  unchanged,  why  may  not 
color  be  employed  to  distinguish  another  class  ? 
Oo)or  may  be  a  circumstance  which  will  de- 
signate a  portion  of  population,  and  may  be 
used  constitutionally,  as  age  or  property.  If 
it  is  so,  it  is  a  dear  condusion  which  wm  fol- 
low from  the  podtion  assumed,  that  every  col- 
ored person  who  is  entitied  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  others  eigoy,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  must  be  a  citizen. 

A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts  which  prohibit  a  black  man  from 
marrying  a  white  woman.  It  is  said  that  by 
the  operation  of  this  law  he  is  deprived  of  a 
d vil  right,  which  renders  him  unequal  to  others, 
and  deprives  him  of  citizenship.  Had  not  this 
doctrine  been  advanced  by  those  whose  talents 
command  respect^  it  would  never  require  refu- 
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tation.    It  may  be  proper  to  pursue  this  princi- 

Sle  to  its  neoessary  ooncljosion.  It  will  not  be 
enied  that  the  female  part  of  society  are  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States  to  which  they  belong. 
They  have  civil  rights  and  privileges,  and  as 
citizens  can  demand  the  protection  and  support 
of  Government.  Bat  the  black  man  cannot 
marry  a  woman  of  a  different  color,  therefore 
he  is  not  a  citizen,  because  he  is  deprived  of  a 
light  which  a  white  man  possesses.  The  white 
woman  cannot  marry  a  man  of  a  different  color 
— ^by  the  same  rule,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Babboub)  has  laid  down,  %he 
cannot  be  a  citizen,  because  she  is  deprived  of 
a  right  which  a  colored  woman  ei\joys.  The 
operation  of  the  law  must  be  reciprocal,  and  if 
one  class  has  lost  its  rights  as  citizens,  the  other 
has  also. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  negro  and  mulatto  are 
not  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  compeUed  to 
perform  military  service.  In  some  States,  per- 
haps in  all,  they  may  be  exempt.  So  are  those 
over  and  under  the  age  prescribed  by  the  laws. 
Is  the  youth  of  sixteen  and  the  man  of  fifty  de- 
prived of  the  character  of  citizens  because 
others  are  called  upon  to  perform  more  arduous 
duties  than  themselves?  If  this  is  correct,  all 
who  have  been  excused  from  these  duties  are 
most  shamefully  degraded.  The  white  and 
black  man  must  share  one  common  fate. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that 
the  position  which  has  been  assumed  will  lead 
to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  that  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  who,  in  any  State,  can  demand  the 
exercise  of  civil  rights  and  privileges  in  com- 
mon with  that  class  to  which  they  belong,  are 
entitied  to  the  character  of  citizens. 

I  concur  with  others  who  have  addressed  the 
House  before  me,  that  the  term  citizen  cannot 
be  defined  by  a  single  expression.  The  rights 
of  citizens  are  different  in  difi^erent  States,  and 
are  dependent  on  the  several  constitutions  and 
laws  which  have  been  adopted.  In  the  same 
State,  different  persons  may  be  confined  to  dif- 
ferent rights  and  yet  all  be  dtizens. 

I  will  venture  to  assume  a  position,  which  I 
am  confident  none  will  deny.  Not  that  it  will 
embrace  all  who  are  entitied  to  the  rights  of 
citizens,  but  will  be  suffioientiy  comprehensive 
for  the  present  discussion. 

A  person  must  be  considered  a  citizen,  wlv>, 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of.  a  State,  is  invested 
with  political  rights.  These  are  the  rights 
which  communicate  lifb  and  g^ve  activity  to  a 
government  itself.  In  all  the  States  of  the 
union,  these  rights  are  conferred  on  tiiose  only 
who  have  bound  themselves  to  the  common  iur 
terest  and  become  pledged  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare ;  who  nave  been  incorporated  into 
the  great  family  of  the  people,  and  have  made 
one  common  cause  in  the  pursuit  of  the  great 
objects  of  human  government. 

It  would  be  absurd,  sir,  to  say,  that  you  will 
allow  the  enjoyment  of  the  highest  prerogatives 
to  a  person  while  he  is  yet  an  alien  and  a 
stranger ;  that  you  will  permit  a  man  to  exer- 


cise those  powers  on  which  your  Government 
must  depend,  and  still  not  be  a  citizen.  What 
State  in  the  Union  permits,  for  instance,  the 
right  of  suffrage,  but  to  such  as  are  its  citizens? 
What  constitution  declares  a  person  eligible  to 
its  highest  honors,  who  is  deprived  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  citizen  ?  It  would  be  fatal  to  the  ex- 
istence of  any  government  to  admit  the  people 
of  other  countries  to  control  its  operations,  un- 
til they  had  been  bound  by  some  strong,  indis- 
soluble tie  to  the  general  welfiire. 

In  the  position  which  I  have  assumed,  I  am 
well  supported  by  the  assertion  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smtth.)  I 
understood  him  distinctiy  to  maintain  ^  that  a 
citizen  might  be  defined  to  be  one  who  is  en- 
titled to  political  rights." 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  examine  whether  any  negro 
or  mulatto  has  political  rights  in  any  State ; 
whether  there  is  a  constitution  which  decrees 
to  such  persons  all  the  privileges  of  citizens. 
I  should  never  have  troubled  tlie  House  with 
many  observations  on  this  point,  had  it  not 
been  so  often  asserted,  in  the  most  decisive  lan- 
guage, that  negroes  or  mulattoes,  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  were  deprived  of  all  the  essential 
rights  of  citizens.  I  should  have  supposed  the 
most  superficial  examination  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  several  States  would  have  proved,  that 
such  ideas  were  utterly  destitute  of  foundation. 
But  they  have  been  advanced  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  with  such  confidence,  that  I  hope 
I  shall  be  indulged  in  attempting  to  correct  the 
error. 

Sir,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  constitution  of  Vermont.  There,  gentle- 
men will  find  an  unequivocal  declaration  '^  that 
all  men  are  bom  equsuUy  free  and  independent ; 
that  no  male  person,  born  in  this  conntrv,  or 
brought  from  over  sea,  ought  to  be  holden, 
by  law,  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servant^  slave, 
or  apprentice,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years ;  nor  female,  in  like  manner^ 
after  she  arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.^ 
It  does  not  declare  that  all  men  except  negroes 
and  mulattoes  "  are  born  equally  free  and  in- 
dependent;"  it  does  not  declare,  Mr.  Speaker, 
tiiat  no  person  except  neffroes  and  mulattoes 
shall  be  holden  to  servitude.  The  language  is 
broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  race  of  man. 
And,  I  believe  that  those  unfortunate  beings^ 
even  where  they  are  held  in  a  state  of  the 
deepest  degradation,  are  still  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  human  family. 

Sir,  lest  this  may  be  called  an  unmeaning  man- 
ifesto of  the  rights  of  man,  calculated  for  a 
splendid  show  of  republicanism,' but  intended 
to  confer  no  substantial  benefits,  I  will  again 
refer  to  that  instrument.  ^'  The  declaration  of 
the  political  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
part  of  the  constitution  of  this  Gommonwealth, 
and  ought  not  to  be  violated  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever."  Negroes  and  mulattoes,  sir,  hero 
find  protection  under  this  firm,  humane,  and 
libtfid  provision ;  to  which  the  people  of  Ver* 
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mont  look  with  the  proudest  satis&otion,  as 
their  common  safeg&rd. 

Aga^Uy  sir,  it  13  decliured  "that  every  man  of 
the  fbll  age  of  twenty-one  years,  havmg  resided 
in  this  State  for  the  space  of  one  year  next  be- 
Ibre  the  election  of  representatlyeS)  and  is  of  a 
peaceable  or  qaiet  behavior,  and  will  t^e  the 
following  oath,  [the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Stste,J  fihall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
freeman  of  this   State.'*    This  does  not  say, 
every  man,  except  negroes  and  mnlattoes.    It 
embraces  aD  of  every  color,  whether  "  bom  in 
this  coimtry  or  brought  from  over  sea;"  and 
pennit  me  to  say  that  the  rights  of  a  freeman 
ooD&r  the  highest  distinction  that  can  be  given 
to  an  inhabitant  of  that  State ;  they  imply  the 
perfection  of  all  the  civil  and  politi(»iLl  privileges 
aod  immunities  that  can  be  eigoyed  by  man  in 
the  society  of  his  fellow-men.    All  the  secnrity 
which  the  oonstdtntion  gives  to  the  most  difr- 
tingniflhed  citizen  for  the  protection  of  his  life 
and  reputation,  is  afibrded  to  every  freeman, 
whatever  m&y  be  his  circmnstances,  or  color. 
The  spirit  or  the   constitntion  watches  with 
equal  eye  o^er  the  rights  and  privilegee^  civil 
and  political,    of  the   negro  and  mulatto,  and 
would  dnsdse  the  least  attempt  to  offer  viola- 
tion. 
When  Mr.  M.  concluded — 
Mr.  EusTiB^  of  Massachosetts,  addressed  the 
House,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

I  am  one  of  those  who  had  hoped  that  the 
ffiscaaeion  of  this  question  might  have  been 
svoided.  But  it  is  upon  ns,  and  we  must  meet 
and  decide  it.  With  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  I  perfectly  agree,  that  the  only  qnes- 
^(m  to  be  determined  is,  whether  that  article 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  making  it  the 
iatj  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  by  law  "  that 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  not  be  admitted 
into  that  State,*'  is,  or  is  not,  repugnant  to  that 
dause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted  States, 
which  declares  '^  that  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
aities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States.''  This 
question  has  been  fairly  met.  Those  who  con- 
tend Uiat  the  article  is  not  repngnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ground  them- 
selves on  the  position  that  blacks  and  mulattoes 
are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  have 
repeatedly  referred  to  the  condition  of  those  in 
Masaachusetts  to  support  the  assertion.  Kow, 
or,  I  invite  die  honorable  member  from  Dela- 
ware, who  has  lately  addressed  you,  with  the 
hononble  member  finom  Virginia,  who,  in  his 
addreas  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Friday  last,  maintained  the  same  position,  to  go 
with  me  and  examine  the  question  to  its  root. 

At  ihe  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  there  were  found  in  the  Middle  and  North- 
em  States,  many  blacks  and  other  people  of 
color,  capable  of  bearing  arms;  a  part  of  them 
free,  the  greater  part  slaves.  The  freemen  en- 
tered our  ranks  with  the  whites,  The  time  of 
thoee  who  were  daves  was  purchased  by  the 
States^  and  they  were  induced  to  enter  the  ser- 


vice in  consequence  of  a  law  by  which,  on  con- 
dition of  their  serving  in  the  ranks  during  the 
war,  they  were  made  freemen.  In  Bhode  Isl- 
and, where  their  numbers  were  more  oonsider- 
able^  they  were  formed,  under  the  same  consid- 
erations^ into  a  regiment  commanded  by  white 
officers ;  and  it  is  required,  in  justice  to  them, 
to  add,  that  they  discharged  their  duty  with  zeal 
and  fidelity.  The  gallant  defence  of  Bed  Bank, 
in  which  this  bla<3c  regiment  bore  a  part,  is 
among  the  proo&  of  theh*  valor. 

Among  the  traits  which  distinguished  this 
regiment,  was  their  devotion  to  their  officers ; 
when  their  brave  Colonel  Greene  was  after- 
wards cut  down  and  mortally  wounded,  the 
sabres  of  the  enemy  reached  his  body  only 
through  the  limbs  of  his  faithful  guard  of  blacks^ 
who  hovered  over  him  and  protected  him, 
every  one  of  whom  were  killed,  and  whom  he 
was  not  ashamed  to  call  his  children.  The  ser- 
vices of  this  description  of  men  in  the  navy  are 
also  well  known.  I  should  not  have  mentioned 
either,  but  for  the  information  of  the  gentieman 
from  Delaware,  whom  I  understood  to  say  that 
he  did  not  know  that  they  had  served  in  any 
considerable  numbers. 

The  war  over  and  peace  restored,  these  men 
returned  to  their  respective  States.  And  who 
could  have  said  to  tiiem,  on  their  return  to 
civil  life  after  having  shed  their  blood,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  in  the  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  You  are  not  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  rights  secured  by  the  struggle, 
or  in  the  libertv  for  which  you  have  been 
fighting?  Certamly,  no  white  man  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  gentieman  from  Virginia  says  he  must 
not  be  told  that  the  term,  we  the  people,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution,  means,  or  in- 
cludes, Indians,  free  negroes,  mulattoes.  If  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear  that  persons  of  this 
description,  citizens  at  the  time,  were  parties 
to,  and  formed  an  integral  part  of  that  com- 
pact, it  follows,  incontestably,  that  they  are 
and  must  be  included  in  it.  To  instify  the  infer- 
ence of  gentlemen,  the  preamble  ought  to  read, 
We  the  to  kite  people.  This  was  impossible; 
the  members  of  tiie  convention  who  formed 
that  constitution,  from  the  Middle  and  North- 
em  States,  could  never  have  consented,  know- 
ing that  there  were  in  those  States  many 
thousands  of  people  of  color,  who  had  rights 
under  it  They  were  free— free  from  their 
masters  ?  Yes,  in  the  first  instance ;  they  also 
became  freemen  of  the  State,  and  were  admit- 
ted to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  white 
citizens.  Was  this  admission  merely  nominal? 
This  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  they  did  en- 
joy and  did  exercise  the  rights  of  free  citizens, 
and  have  continued  to  exercise  them,  from  the 
peace  of  1788  to  this  day.  It  has  been  contend- 
ed tliat  they  are  not  citizens^  because  they  have 
been  deprived,  by  a  law  of  Massachusetts  of  a 
part  of  their  civil  rights,  and  in  proof,  is  stated 
the  law  forbidding  the  marriage  of  a  black  man 
with  a  white  woman.    Hie  same  law,  sir,  in- 
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terdicts  the  marriage  of  a  white  man  with  a 
black  woman.  The  law,  then,  applies  equally  to 
both,  and  cannot  Justify  the  inference  which 
has  been  drawn  from  it.  Bat,  if  the  black  man 
ceased  to  be  a  citizen  because  he  had  lost  this 
civil  right,  as  contended  for  by  tha  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  white  man  also  must  be  de- 
termined not  to  be  a  citizen,  and  the  State  of 
Missouri  would  have  an  equal  right  to  exclude 
him.  Again,  sir,  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks 
from  the  ranks  of  the  militia  is  adduced  as 
another  instance  of  their  privation  of  a  civil 
right.  Without  dwelling  on  the  well-known 
fact  that  militia  duty  in  Massachusetts  is  a 
heavy  duty,  an  exemption  from  which  is  con- 
sidered a  favor,  and  that  several  other  descrip- 
tions of  citizens  are  also  exempted;  and  admit- 
ting that  the  blacks  are  interdicted,  while 
others  are  only  exempted  from  this  duty,  what 
is  proved  by  quoting  these  laws?  They  prove 
that  they  were  in  the  actual  emoyment  of 
these  rights,  and  that  a  specific  Jaw  became 
necessary  to  deprive  them  of  them.  Admitting 
that  the  State  had  a  right  to  pass  these  laws, 
and  that  this  description  of  citizens  are  curtail- 
ed in  their  exercise  of  a  part  of  their  privileges, 
what  rights  are  left  to  them,  and  what  rights 
do  they  continue  to  ei\joy  and  exercise  ?  We 
answer,  all  the  broad  and  essential  rights  of 
citizens — ^the  right,  in  common  with  the  whites, 
to  hold  real  and  personal  estate ;  the  right  of 
course  to  hold  and  convey  land ;  the  right  of 
trial  by  Jury ;  the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  and,  in  tiiis  Grovemment,  the  aU-im- 
portant  right  of  the  elective  franchise ;  and  it 
may  be  safely  affirmed,  that,  by  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  Massachusetts,  they  are  consider- 
ed as  citizens  equally  with  the  whites. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  on  this  subject^  by 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  that  facts  and 
practice  are  better  than  theory.  Here,  then,  we 
offer  incontrovertible  facts,  proving,  not  from 
theory,  but  from  actual  and  long-continued  prac- 
tice) mat  black  men  and  mulattoes,  in  Massachu- 
setts at  least,  are  citizens,  having  civil  and  po- 
litical rights,  in  common  with  Qie  whites.  If 
we  are  ajsked  for  evidence  of  their  being  in  the 
exercise  of  these  rights,  it  is  answered,  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  practice  of  the 
State  for  more  than  forty  years  past^  will  show 
that  they  have  been  in  the  constiEmt  exercise  of 
them.  To  vote  in  the  election  of  town,  county. 
and  State  officers,  the  same  qualifications  oi 
residence  and  property  are  requured  from  them, 
as  from  the  whites,  and,  having  these  qualifica- 
tions, they  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  all 
State  officers.  Again,  it  is  particularly  affirmed 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Delaware,  that 
this  description  of  persons,  whatever  right  they 
may  have  in  the  several  States,  have  no  federu 
rights,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  I  had  thought  with  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
question  **  who  were  citizens  f'  was  merged  and 
decided  by  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Oon- 
0titution« 


By  whom,  and  for  whose  use  and  benefit  was 
that  constitution  formed  ?  By  the  people,  and 
for  the  people  inhabiting  the  several  States. 
Did  the  convention  who  formed  it  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  character  or  complexion  of 
the  citizens  included  in  the  compact  ?  No,  or ; 
they  necessarily  considered  all  moee  as  citizens 
who  were  acknowledged  as  sncli  at  the  time  by 
the  constitutions  of  the  States. 

Independent  of  all  reasoninff,  presumption,  or 
theory,  we  proceed  to  state  facts  which  prove 
incontrovertibly  their  federal  rights.  I  confioa 
my  observations  to  Massachusetts,  because  the 
practice  in  that  State  is  within  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  and  observation.  In  that  State^ 
sir,  the  citizens  in  question  constituted,  and  were 
in  fact  an  elementary  part  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact  They  were  as  direotiy  represented  as  tho 
whites  in  the  initiatory  process ;  and,  from  th^ 
votes,  in  common  with  those  of  the  whites, 
emanated  the  convention  of  Massachusetts,  bj 
whom  the  Federal  Oonstitution  was  received  and 
ratified.  Is  not  this  proof  9  Is  it  not  demon- 
stration that  they  are  entitied  to— that  they  hold 
and  exercise  federal  rights  in  common  with  the 
other  citizens  ?  If  a  doubt  remained,  it  ia  an- 
swered by  anotiier  equally  important  fact  They 
are  idso  represented,  not  circuitonsly  and  indi- 
rectly, but  directiy,  in  this  House.  I  verr  much 
doubt,  sir,  if  there  be  a  member  on  this  floor 
from  any  one  district  in  Massachusetts,  whose 
election  does  not  partake  of  the  votes  of  these 
people.  In  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  their  number,  compared  with  that 
of  the  white  nopulation,  is  not  great ;  but,  in 
an  adjoining  district,  their  numb^  of  qualified 
voters  have  been  sufficient,  and  has  actnallj 
turned  the  election  of  a  member  of  this  House. 

After  affiraiing  that  they  had  not  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  we  ap- 
prehend we  have  disproved,  the  gentieman  from 
Dekiware  presumes  tbai  they  are  few  in  number. 
This  also  is  a  great  error.  Their  number  is 
much  greater  them  that  gentieman  apprehends. 
Not  only  the  number  and  the  rights  of  these 
men,  but  their  characters  also,  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  understood.  Nor  is  it  to  me  at  all 
extraordinary  tiiat  gentiemen  from  other  StatesL 
in  which  the  ooncution,  character,  the  moral 
faculties,  and  the  rights  of  men  of  color  differ 
so  widely,  should  entertain  opinions  so  variant 
from  ours.  In  Massachusetts,  air,  there  are 
among  them  those  who  possess  all  the  virtaes 
which  are  deemed  estimable  in  civil  and  social 
life.  They  have  their  public  teachers  of  religion 
and  morality,  their  schools  and  other  instita- 
tions ;  on  anniversaries  which  they  connder  in- 
teresting to  them,  they  have  their  public  pro- 
cessions:  in  all  which  they  conduct  themselves 
with  order  and  deooruuL  Do  we  ask  for  them 
any  enlargement  or  extension  of  their  rights  ? 
No,  sir,  we  ask  only  that,  in  a  dispodtion  to  ac- 
commodate IGssouri,  their  avowed  rights  and 
privileges  be  not  taken  from  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  can  address  yon  who  is 
more  senMble  than  I  am  that  tins  GK>venunent 
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is  the  resalt  of  oompromise ;  of  a  healing,  heav- 
eolj,  coDcUiatiiig  Bpirit,  which  the  renins  of  tiie 
immortal  Washington  was  perhaps  £one  capable 
of  rallying  round  nim ;  nor  can  anj  one  be  more 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  cherishing  these 
dispositions^  more  espedaUj  in  oases  where  t^e 
n^ts  of  States,  whether  already  admitted,  or 
hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  are 
concerned.  Let  ns  be  careful  that  this  indul- 
gent disposition  be  not  extended  too  far..  Sir, 
this  has  been  considered  a  sectional  question. 
I  must  deny  the  position.  Maine  is  as  deeply 
interested  in  it  as  Missouri.  In  every  question 
teaching  the  constitution,  every  State  in  the 
Union  has  an  equal,  a  common  interest;  and, 
let  me  add,  however  we  may  differ  in  opinion 
or  in  oQDstruction,  we  are  bound  by  a  common 
interest  to  extend  to  each  other  the  belief  that 
there  is  a  common  respect  and  an  equal  desire 
to  obey  its  iz\janctions.  Were  tlus  even  a 
doabtfol  case,  it  ought  to  be  decided  in  favor  of 
eommon  r^hta.  Were  it  possible  that,  in  the 
wish  to  accommodate  Missouri;  the  constitution 
should  be  made  to  bend  in  her  favor,  the  tree  is 
In  danger,  and,  if  a  single^  limb  be  broken.  Mis- 
aoiari  Is  no  longer  safe  in  what  would  be  guar- 
anteed to  her.  In  less  than  twelve  months  the 
inclination  may  be  in  a  different  direction,  and 
ahe  may  lose  more  than  she  would  have  gained. 

When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded— 

The  committee  rose,  on  the  motion  oi  Mr. 
BxEOHKB,  of  Ohio,  (some  other  gentlemen  also 
riang  to  obtain  the  floor,)  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wedkisdat,.  December  IS. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Oaro- 
fina,  Tbdvas  Sbtils,  appeared,  and  took  his 


Cofutitutum  of  MtuouTU 
The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Bksgheb,  of  Ohio,  ddivered,  at  considers^ 
Ue  length,  his  sentiments,  In  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  OooK,  of  Illinois,  said,  after  the  fall  dis- 
eoasion  which  this  subject  had  already  received, 
he  felt  much  reluctance  in  asking  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  single  additional  remark  from 
him ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation 
in  which  he  found  himself  placed,  he  should 
have  been  contented  in  giving  a  silent  vote. 
He  said  he  had  folly  given  his  constituents  to 
mideistand  that  he  should  vote  for  the  admis- 
sion ^  Missouri.  That  he  had  given  them  so 
to  understand,  even  previous  to  his  re-election 
to  a  seat  in  the  next  Uongress,  and  the  result  of 
that  election  had  satisfied  him  that  his  vote 
would  not  be  disapproved.  He  considered  the 
fnth  of  Con^rcbss  pledged,  by  the  act  of  the  last 
sesBon,  to  admit  her,  ]>rovided  her  constitution 
was  made  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  this 
act,  and  when  he  had  said  he  would  vote  for 

Vol-  vn. — 4 


her  admission,  that  declaration  had  always  been 
made  under  the  belief  that  such  would  be  the 


When  Mr.  0.  arrived  at  Washington,  he  for 
the  first  time  met  the  objection  which  was  now 
urged  against  her  constitution,  and  perhaps  un- 
der the  influence  of  a  strong  anxiety  for  her  ad- 
mission, had  examined  the  question,  as  he  then 
thought,  thoroughly,  and  for  a  considerable  time 
saw  na  reason  to  change  his  determination. 
Under  this  conviction,  produced  by  that  exam- 
ination, he  had,  as  he  hoped  he  always  should 
do,  fearlessly  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
her  admission.  He  even  now,  notwithstanding 
his  opinion  was  changed,  freely  declared  that 
all  his  predilections  were  in  favor  of  such  a  vote. 
Missouri,  he  said,  was  the  near  adjoining  neigh- 
bor of  Illinois,  and  notwithstanding  an  unhappy 
difference  of  opinion  upon  political  subjects  had 
created  between  their  respective  citizens  a  ran- 
cour and  animosity,  which  he  well  knew  the 
vote  he  was  about  to  give  would  not  in  the  least 
allay ;  a  vote  which  he  well  knew- many  of  his 
constituents  would  be  greatiy  disappointed  when 
they  heard  of;  yet  he  should  be  glad  to  see  her 
admitted  and  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repres^it. 

Mr.  0.  said,  it  was  because  of  his  particular 
situation,  and  because  there  was  a  view  of  the 
sul^ect  which  had  weight  with  him.  and  which 
had  not  been  taken  in  argument,  tnat  he  ven- 
tured to  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a 
single  moment. 

He  was  aware  that  the  change  his  opinion 
had  undergone,  had  called  forth  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  and  timidity  from  some,  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  fiut  such  suggestions 
made  no  impression  upon  his  mind.  He  felt 
^i^ded  against  the  effects  of  all  such  unkind 
opinions  and  suggjastions,  by  a  consciousness  of 
the  rectitude  of  his  own  motives. 

[Mr.  Cook  then  gave  at  length  his  reasons  for 
ohazigiog  his  opinion  on  the  question  of  admitdsff 
MiflBouri  into  tiie  Union,  the  change  being  founded 
on  that  clause  in  her  oonstitntion  which  prohibited 
free  people  of  color  from  settling  in  the  State ;  and 
whicn  he  held  to  be  incompatible  with  that  clause  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  guaran- 
teed to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship in  eveiy  State.] 

The  question  was  taken,  ^<  Shall  the  resolution 
be  engrossed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third. 
time  ?"  And  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows : 

Y&AS.~Me88r8.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Atten  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Areher  of  Maryland^  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  BaU,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  BiyaUfBurton^  Bnrwell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawfbrd,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cnlpeper, 
Cathbert,  Davidson,  Eaile,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Qamett,  Gray,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Mefecalf,  Mont- 
gpmeiy,  T.  L^  Mooi%  NmIo,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
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Newton,  Oventreet,  Pai^er  of  YiigiiuAy  Pincknej, 
Randolph,  Kankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  Yuginia,  A.  Smjtii  of  Yiiginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tncker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Willianu  of  Yirgmia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina— 79. 

Nats. — ^Mesars.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massaohnsetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Bnisfa,  Buffnm,  Butler  of  New  Hampshiie,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafh,  Cushman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Conncticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eua- 
tis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Qorham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Einsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  linn, 
livermore,  Maday,  McCuUongh,  Mallazy,  Marchand, 
Heech,  MoneU,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massaohnsetts,  Parker  of  Mass., 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Plnmer,  Rich,  Richaids, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Seigeant,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Stons,  Street,  Strong  of 
Yermont,  Strong  of  New  Yoik,  Tair,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Yan  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — ^98. 
.  And  the  resolntion  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missonrl  into  the  Union  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  disrespeotfol  to  a  minority  of 
the  HoQse,  as  declared  on  the  vote  Jnst  taken, 
bat  he  now  felt  it  to  be  his  dnty  to  call  on  them, 
having  rejected  the  resolntion  proposed  by  the 
committee  of  their  appointment,  to  devise  and 
propose  to  the  House  the  means  necessary  to 
protect  the  territory,  the  property,  and  all  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  Missouri 
country. 

A  motion  being  made  to  a^jouro,  was  decided 
affirmatively,  and,  at  a  little  before  sunset,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Thubsdat,  December  14, 
Military  Funishment, 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  received  and  read  : 

Wab  Dspabimemt,  Dea  14,  1820. 

Sui :  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant^  lequiring 
this  Department  to  show  whether  the  aider  given  by 
Colonel  King  of  the  4th  infantry,  for  shooting  desert- 
en  taken  in  the  fact,  was  approved  by  any  general 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  was 
known  to,  and  passed  over  in  silence  by  him,  as  stated 
in  the  defence  of  said  Cobnel  King,  I  have  to  enclose 
an  extract  of  the  letter  of  Migor  General  Jackson  on 
that  subject,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  the  copy  of  the  trial  of  Colonel 
King,  and  which  is  published  in  the  appendix  of  that 
trial  This  extract  contains  aU  the  infonnation  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  this  Department  on  that  subject 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  n- 
quires  any  informatioii  this  Department  may  possess, 
•bowing  that  coiporal  punishment  has  been  inflicted 
on  any  soldier,  whereby  he  came  to  his  death,  I  have 
the  hooor  to  state,  that  the  only  leport  of  that  kind. 


which  has  reached  this  Department,  was  the  case  of 
a  soldier  at  Fort  Preble,  near  Portland,  in  Maine. 
Major  Brooks,  a  correct  and  intelligent  officer  com- 
manding that  post,  in  September  last,  reported  that 
the  death  of  a  soldier,  an  habitual  dmnkaid,  who  had 
been  on  a  fatigue  partjr,  under  Lieutenant  Hobait, 
and  had  been  confined  by  him,  had  caused  much  ex- 
citement among  the  citizens,  who  attributed  the  deatli 
of  the  man  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Hobait ;  that 
the  civil  authority  had  taken  up  the  affiiir  for  investi- 
gation, to  which  Lieutenant  Hobart  had  readily  sub- 
mitted himself  The  report  was  accompanied  with 
the  enclosed  certificate  of  the  jury  of  inquest  as  to 
the  correct  conduct  of  Major  Brooks  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  post,  in  relation  to  the  transaction.  It 
thus  appearing  that  the  affair  would  undergo  an  in- 
vestigation in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  Department  did  not  think  it  proper  to  order  a 
militanr  investigation. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  yours,  &c, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  Sfkaksb  <ifffotm  of  Rep^* 


Fbidat,  December  15. 
The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Ferry,  and  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  oonoor- 
rence. 


Monday,  December  18. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Massaohnsetts^ 
Aabok  Hobabt,  elected  to  sapply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  Mr,  E<ua/rd, 

Mr.  Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and  briefly- 
announced  to  the  House  the  decease^  on  yester- 
day, of  Nathaiosl  Hazasd.  Esq.,  a  member  of 
this  House  from  the  State  or  Rhode  Island. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.,  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted^  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House  on  this  occasicm ;  resolv- 
ing to  attend  the  ftmeral,  this  day,  at  two 
o^clook ;  appointing  a  committee  to  superintend 
the  same ;  and  resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  to 
go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  round 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Eddy,  Mobton,  Buss,  Shaw,  Maixa- 
BY,  Aboheb  of  Maryhind,  and  Cookb,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  accordingly ;  and  the  Honse 
adjourned. 

TossDAY,  December  19. 
OccupoiUon  qf  the  Cohmbia, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the 
settlements  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the 
expediency  of  ocoupyhag  the  Oolumbia  River. 
Mr.  Floyd.  Mr.  Mbtoaltb,  and  Mr.  SwxABnroKsr, 
were  appomted  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  iioYD  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on  tiie  table  for 
consideration  until  to-morrow. 
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Aukted^  That  the  Secrataiy  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  lay  before  uiis  House  a  statement 
of  the  nomber  and  sitoation  of  the  militarv  posts  in 
the  United  States  at  this  time ;  together  with  the  dis- 
tribation  of  the  aimy ;  designatrng  the  nnmber  of 
men,  aiso  the  number  and  rank  of  the  officers  at 
each  place. 

MaU  of  the  Bouse, 

Mr.  Mbboxb  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Jiaolredy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practlcabflitj  of 
making  such  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of 
the  Han  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  as  shall 
better  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  deliberative  as- 
sembly ;  and,  if  no  such  alteration  can  be  effected,  to 
ascertain  whether  it  be  practicable  to  provide  a  suit- 
able Han  in  tiiie  centre  building  of  the  GapitoL 

Mr.  M.  brieflj  explained  bis  object  in  offer- 
ing this  resolve,  which,  it  would  be  observed, 
proposed  an  in^niry  merely.  It  was,  be  said, 
atterly  impossible,  as  every  gentleman's  ex- 
perience must  have  taught  nim,  to  hear  more 
than  one-half  of  the  members  who  addressed 
the  House,  without  changing  one's  seat  for  the 
pnrpoee.  For  one,  be  declared,  that,  owing  to 
this  drcumstance,  he  felt  himself  utterly  inca- 
pable of  ^obargingthe  duty  imposed  on  him  by 
bis  constitaffliits.  He  bad.  be  said,  in  anticipsr 
tion  of  such  a  duty  as  ne  now  proposed  to 
devolve  on  the  Committee  on  the  Pubuo  Build- 
inga,  made  it  bis  business  to  examine  the  centre 
bmlding.  He  bad  satisfied  himself  that  Ibe 
room  intended  for  the  Library,  simpler  in  its 
structure  than  the  present  Hall,  which  was  of  a 
figure  un&Yorableto  deliberation,  would  answer 
aU  tbe  purposes  of  a  Representative  Chamber. 
It  would  be  a  room  bu'ger  than  that  which 
often  accommodates  five  hundred  members  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons ;  as  large  as  that 
which  has  accommodated  a  more  numerous 
body  in  Massacbusetts;  and  larger  than  that 
which  is  occupied  by  a  more  numerous  body 
flian  this  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  resolve  for  inquiry  was  adopted,  as  above 
stated,  but  not  without  opposing  voices. 


Thcbsday,  December  21. 
Death  of  Mr.  Sloeumb. 

litUe  business  was  transacted  in  either  House 
of  Congress  to-day,  both  bodies  having  adjourn- 
ed at  an  early  hour,  to  make  arrangements  to 
attend  tbe  fimeral  of  a  deceased  member  of  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  and,  as  a  mark  of 
reroect,  usual  on  such  occasions. 

As  soon  as  tbe  Journal  was  read  in  tbe  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
fina,  rose,  and  announced  to  the  House  the  de- 
eease  of  Jbsse  Slooukb,  Esq.,  a  member  from 
tiut  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and,  on  tbe  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Smith,  resolutions  were  then  unan- 
imously adopted  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  House  on  this  occasion ;  resolving  to  attend 
tbe  funeral,  this  daj,  at  three  o'clock— appoint- 
iog  a  committee  to  superintend  the  same — and 


resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  tbe 
memory  of  tbe  deceased,  to  go  into  mourning, 
and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Bubtok, 
Fishes,  Hooks,  Settlb,  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Davidsok,  were  appointed  the 
committee  of  arrangements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  also,  it  was  resolved 
that  tbe  Speaker  of  the  House  acquaint  the 
Executive  of  tbe  State  of  North  Carolina,  with 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  tbe  representation 
from  that  State  by  tbe  death  of  Mr.  Slooumb. 


TuBSDAT,  December  26. 
Death  of  Mr,  BurrUL 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  came  in 
with  a  message,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Honorable  Jambs  Bubbill,  Jr.,  a  member  of 
that  body,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place 
from  tbe  Senate  Chamber,  at  half  past  ten 
o'dock  to-morrow. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eddt,  it  wa&^ 

Beaolved,  unanimously^  That  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  James 
Bubbill,  Jr.,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from 
tbe  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to-morrow,  at  half 
past  ten  o'dock,  A.  M. ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  tbe  deceased,  will  go 
into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next 

THtJBSDAY,  December  28. 
Bank  Notes  in  Payment  of  Duties, 

Mr.  LowNDBS  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Xesolved,  That  the  Ck>minittee  of  Ways  andMeans 
be  inBtmoted  to  inquire  into  the  e3q>ediency  of  prch 
viding  that  the  notes  of  no  banks  by  whioh  notes  be- 
low the  amount  of  five  dollars  are,  or  may  be,  issued, 
shall  be  taken  in  payment  of  duties  or  debts  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  introdaoing  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  adverted 
to  tbe  viciousness  of  the  currency  where  notes 
for  dollars  and  parts  of  dollars  supply  tbe  place 
of  specie,  as,  where  such  notes  are  issued,  they 
always  will.  He  spoke  also  of  the  efforts  made 
in  some  of  the  States,  and  now  making  in  Yir- 
gluia,  to  banish  those  notes  from  circulation — 
efforts  which  were  always  vain,  so  long  as  such 
notes  were  issued  by  neighboring  States,  ^ 
No  authority  but  Congress,  be  contended,  was 
competent  to  correct  the  evil  in  any  manner ; 
and,  the  object  of  bis  resolution  being  for  in- 
quiry only,  he  did  not  anticipate  any  sound 
objection  to  its  adoption.     . 

Mr.  Stobbs  said  be  had  no  decided  objection  to 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would  reflect  on  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  suggested  would  have,  in  giving  a 
preference  to  tbe  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
btates  over  those  of  all  other  banks.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whose 
infonnadon  on  soeh  sabjeots  was  so  extensive^ 
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would  examine  this  qnestion  in  all  its  bearings, 
and  present  their  views  of  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  it  was  hardly  possible  to 
suppose  that  the  committee  would  not  know,  as 
every  member  of  the  House  would  see,  that  the 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  must 
be  favorable  to  some  banks  and  unfavorable  to 
others.  But,  Mr.  L.  said,  there  are  many  banks, 
and  those  among  the  best  in  the  States,  which 
do  not  issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
five  dollars.  It  was  for  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means  to  in<mire  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  lend  its  aid  to  produce  uni- 
formity in  this  respect 

Mr.  MEIG8  agreed  in  opinion  with  his  col- 
league, and  was  opposed  even  to  authorizing  an 
inquiry  into  this  matter.  When  this  great 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  furnished  tiie 
Union  with  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  he  might  perhaps  be 
inclined  to  give  it  further  facilities ;  but,  for  the 
present,  he  would  not  for  one,  consent  to  ffo 
ftirther  in  this  respect  than  Congress  had  already 
gone.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
already  the  power  to  forbid  the  reception  of 
notes  not  in  good  credit,  by  the  collectors,  &c., 
which  he  had  duly  exercised.  If  a  measure  of 
the  sort  now  proposed  were  to  succeed,  the 
notes  of  a  great  msgority  of  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  would  cease  to  be  receivable  in 
payment  of  taxes,  and  would  be  driven  from 
circulation.  He  could  see  no  other  effect  which 
could  flow  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation 
suggested  in  the  resolve,  but  to  give  an  almost 
exclusive  circulation  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  he  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  Southj&bd  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolve. 
He  thought  it  was  bad  policy  ever  to  have  per- 
mitted the  banks  to  issue  notes  of  a  less  denom- 
ination than  five  ddlars,  and  believed  that  such 
issues  had  a  great  agency  in  driving  specie  from 
circulation  a  few  years  ago.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  excluding  the  small  notes  from  drcmation 
would  restore  specie  to  its  former  generel  cur- 
rency. 

Mr.  LowKDBB  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Meigs, 
denying  that  the  particular  object  of  his  motion 
was  to  benefit  the  United  States  Bank.  Sup- 
pose no  such  bank  were  in  existence,  he  said, 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  required  that 
its  currency  should  consist  in  part  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  not  of  paper  merely,  would  it  not  be 
well,  under  such  oiroumstances,  at  least  to  in- 
quire into  .the  policy  of  prohibiting  the  circula- 
tion of  notes  of  a  denomination  under  five  dol- 
lars— ^the  effect  of  which  measure  would  be  to 
substitute  specie,  in  part,  for  notes,  in  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country?  The  object 
of  the  resolution  was  not  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  order  to  benefit  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but,  if  it  were  the  policy  of  the  country 
to  encourage  the  circulation  of  croeoie,  which 
he  presumed  no  man  would  doubt,  he  asked 
whether  that  policy  ought  to  he  disregarded, 
lecause  a  resort  to  it  m^t  incidentally  benefit 


the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  If  it  were  true 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  not 
afforded  a  circalating  medium  of  equal  value, 
&c.,  that  itself  would  be  an  argument  not  agunst, 
but  in  favor  of  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  Meios  resumed  the  fioor.  The  great 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  contended,  had 
not  fulfilled  the  duties  which  it  was  expected  to 
have  performed.  There  were  a  hundred  banks 
in  the  States,  he  said,  about  the  legality  of 
whose  institution  there  were  no  doubts,  whose 
paper  was  as  current  and  in  as  high  credit  as 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
issued  notes  of  a  less  amount  than  five  dollars. 
And  why  should  they  not?  Was  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country  intended  onlv  for 
men  who  deal  in  tens  and  hundreds  of  dollars  ? 
The  object  of  this  resolution,  he  said,  was  plain- 
ly neither  more  nor  less  than  to  restrain  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  notes  of 
less  than  five  dollars,  and  of  course  to  benefit 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  making  its 
notes  the  only  current  paper.  He  was,  there- 
fore, yet  decidedly  opposed  to  this  proposition. 

A&.  Tbdcblb  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  regretted  the  opposition  to 
it.  The  people  of  the  United  States^  he  saicL 
expected  that  the  National  Government  would 
make  the  inquiry,  and  do  what  appeared,  on 
inquiry,  to  be  within  the  scope  of  its  power,  to 
restore  to  this  country  a  sound  drculating 
medium.  At  a  former  session,  a  report  had 
been  made  to  this  House,  in  which  it  had  been 
suggested  that  a  circulating  medium  might  be 
established,  to  consist  of  small  coins  of  conven- 
ient denominations.  He  presumed  it  was  in- 
tended to  take  up  the  subject  at  the  present 
session,  and,  if  possible,  to  adopt  some  measore 
to  carry  that  idea  into  effect.  He  observed,  by 
the  way,  that  with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  not  much  disposed  to 
offer  to  it  any  advantages  in  addition  to  those 
which  it  already  enjoyed.  Adverting  to  what 
had  &llen  from  other  gentlemen  respecting 
small  banks  and  small  buik  notes,  Mr.  T.  ^d 
that  Congress  had  set  the  example  to  the  States 
in  establishing  them ;  in  this  District  with  a 
population  of  some  thirty  thousand,  Oongiess 
had  estabUshed  twelve  banks,  and  it  had  a 
branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  besides. 
Mr.  T.  here  alluded  to  the  miserable  small  notes 
in  circulation  in  the  District,  respecting  wMdi 
he  made  a  ludicrous  comparison,  which  the 
reporter  did  not  hear  with  sufficient  distinctness 
to  commit  to  paper.  He  hoped  some  measure 
would  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  effect  a  circa* 
lation  of  coins  for  all  transactions  under  five 
dollars.  It  was  expected  from  Congress.  It 
was  Iq  the  power  of  Congress  alone  to  <^ect 
this  obiect,  and  Congress  had  already  too  long 
delayed  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

lir.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  proposition  before  the  House,  the  object 
of  which  he  understood  to  be  to  exclude  from 
circulation  all  bank  notes  under  five  dollars^ 
with  a  view  to  introduce,  in  place  of  them,  a 
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^lecie  carrenoy.  Such  a  measure,  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved, would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the 
general  exportation  of  specie  whenever  there 
was  a  demand  for  it  abroad,  by  dispersing  it 
over  the  oonntry,  in  snch  a  manner  that  it  oonld 
not  readOy  be  gathered  together  in  large  sums. 
Mr.  S.  showed,  by  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  more 
recently  by  volnntary  arrangement  of  the  banks 
in  Baltimore,  that  snch  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  exclusion  of  small  notes  from  circulation. 
Whether  it  was  politio  to  do,  in  this  respect, 
what  would  have  the  appearance  of  striking  at 
the  State  banks,  was  another  guestion;  there 
coold  be  no  donbt,  however,  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  in  this  regard  within  the  District  of 
Colombia)  nor  of  the  expediency  of  exercising 

Mr.  Subbeb  made  a  few  observations  to  the 
same  effect  as  those  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  in 
&vor  of  the  resolution,  and  believed  that  the 
sooner  the  circulation  of  these  small  notes  was 
stopped  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country. 

Mr.  MsBGBB,  in  expressing  his  approbation  of 
the  resolution,  said  he  was  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  firom  Kentucky  should  have  reflect- 
ed so  pmntedly  on  the  District  of  Columbia; 
for,  as  the  old  saying  is,  those  who  live  in  glass 
hous»  should  not  throw  stones.  Of  the  banks 
of  this  District,  he  would  only  say  that  he  be- 
lieved they  were  in  a  better  state  than  any  be- 
yond the  AUeghany  mountains ;  and,  with  re- 
epect  to  the  circulation  of  small  notes  within 
the  Dirtrict,  the  people  of  the  District  had  been 
the  first  to  direct  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  salyect ;  and  he  intimated  the  hope  that  the 
sesaon  would  not  pass  without  mc^ng  some 
proviaon  to  restrain  these  issues  of  not^  par- 
tieolarly  by  the  corporations  of  the  city  and 
towns  of  the  District.  With  respect  to  the 
Bank  oi  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  said  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Whenever 
that  subject  should  properly  present  itself  to 
the  House,  he  should  take  the  opportunity  to 
offer  some  few  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  af- 
fording further  advantages  to  that  already 
powei^  institution. 

Mr.  Baxdwin  said  he  was  unwilling  at  any 
time  to  oppose  a  proposition  having  for  its  ob- 
ject an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  any  meas- 
ure. But  tma  was  an  exception.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  a  system  of  legislation  which 
looked  towards  an  interference  with  the  State 
banks.  The  next  step  might  be.  to  propose 
that  no  notes  of  State  banks  should  be  received 
in  payments  to  the  United  States.  The  same 
principle  as  is  found  in  the  proportion  suggested 
in  tliis  resolution,  would  equally  justify  that 
legislation  which  he  had  just  mentioned.  It  is 
beet  to  stop,  said  Mr.  B.,  before  we  begin  this 
course.  What  we  havcf  sJready  done  has  led  to 
a  question  of  the  rights  of  States  to  lay  taxes ; 
in  regard  to  which  some  think  the  judicial  de- 
einon  has  been  too  much  against  the  States. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  B.  said,  had 
already  a  discretionary  power  on  this  subject 


Why  then  should  this  House  take  the  matter  up, 
when  the  proposition  submitted  was  at  least  of 
questionable  character  ?  He  knew  of  no  motive 
which  could  ioduoe  him  ultimately  to  sanction 
the  proposition ;  but,  before  he  would  even  vote 
for  an  inquiry  into  it^  he  must  have  much  stronger 
reasons  in  its  favor  than  had  yet  been  assigned. 

Mr.  TsiMBLE  said  he  weU  recollected  the 
proverb  which  the  gentleman  had  quoted  to 
him.  The  example  of  multiplying  banks,  how- 
even  was  set  by  the  Congress,  and  the  people 
of  Xentuoky  but  followed  it ;  and  that  example 
had  a  powerful  effect.  Whatever  might  be 
thought  of  Congress  immediately  around  the 
Seat  of  Government,  at  a  greater  distance  a 
very  high  opinion  was  entertained  of  them ;  and 
when  they  established  the  twelfth  bank  within 
this  District,  the  people  at  a  distance  thought 
it  a  wonderfully  wise  measure,  and  the  good 
people  of  Kentucky  followed  the  example  which 
Congress  had  set  them.  Congress,  Mr.  T.  said, 
had  set  a  pernicious  example  in  this  respect, 
and  ought  to  be  prompt  in  acknowledging  their 
error,  and  retracting  it  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  adoption  of  this  resolution  would  be  one 
step  towards  doing  so. 

Mr.  MsBCEB  said,  if  the  subject  had  been  the 
policy  of  multiplying  banks,  he  should  have 
thought  himself  unhappy  in  the  proverb  he  had 
brought  to  his  aid.  But  the  question  was  of 
the  absence  of  specie,  occasioned  by  the  circu- 
lation of  small  notes ;  and  Mr.  M.  said,  that  he 
believed  in  the  State  in  which  the  gentleman 
firom  Kentucky  resided,  there  is  not  a  specie- 
paying  bank,  whilst  there  is  not  one  in  opera- 
tion in  this  District  which  does  not  pay  specie. 
Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarks  in  defence 
and  support  of  State  banks  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  opposed  to  one 
bank  in  a  country,  as  he  was  to  one  head  in  a 
monarchy,  &c.,  and  was  as  much  opposed  as 
any  one  to  subjecting  the  State  banks  to  the 
sway  of  the  great  banking  institution  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BuBTON  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bal]>- 
win)  had  placed  this  subject  on  its  proper  basis. 
If  Congress  had  the  power  to  interfere  with 
the  circulation  of  one  dollar  notes  of  the  State 
banks,  it  certainly  had  the  same  power  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  notes  of  State  banks.  Mr.  B. 
was  opposed  to  the  resolution.  The  substitu- 
tion of  specie  for  small  notes  was  a  matter  to 
be  regulated  by  public  opinion.  When  specie 
vanished  some  years  ago,  the  issue  of  small 
notes  was  indispensable;  on  the  other  hand, 
when  specie  became  plentiful  in  the  cities, 
public  opinion  there  corrected  the  eviL  If  we 
adopt  the  resolution,  said  Mi*.  B.,  we  at  once 
commence  an  attack  on  the  State  banks,  and 
there  is  no  knowing  where  it  will  end. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBS  said,  for  his  part,  that  he 
considered  it  improper  to  attempt  indirectly  a 
measure  which  could  not  be  directly  approach- 
ed. Such,  he  said,  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolve  now  proposed.    Every 
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State  in  the  Fnion  had  authority  to  do,  by 
direct  legislatioD,  what  it  was  now  proposed 
to  do  indireotlj.  Mr.  L.  was,  therefore,  for 
leaving  this  matter  wholly  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. In  Pennsylvania  a  law  had  been  passed 
prohibiting  the  circulation  of  notes  for  less  than 
five  dollars.  In  other  States  the  same  have 
been  done.  In  New  Hampshire,  though  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  effect  this  olnect^  tibe 
laws  had  been  afterwards  repealed.  Let  each 
State,  said  Mr.  L.,  regulate  this  matter  for  itself. 
It  was  not  pretended,  he  said,  that  the  propos- 
ed measure  was  necessary  in  aid  of  the  coUeo- 
tion  of  the  revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
became  necessary  to  resort  to  internal  taxation, 
it  would  be  indispensable  to  have  small  bills  in 
circulation,  without  which  the  revenue  could 
not  be  collected.  Silver  and  gold,  Mr.  L.  said, 
would  forever  centre  in  the  cities ;  they  would 
not  remain  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country, 
and,  in  their  absence,  small  bills  were  indispen- 
sable. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  country 
banks  would  not  be  prevented  from  issuing 
them. 

Mr.  OoBB  was  surprised  at  the  nature  of  the 
objections  to  this  resolution,  which  proposed  to 
establish  no  principle,  but  merely  to  make  an 
inquiry.  What  was  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion ?  It  was  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  measure  which,  if  adopted,  would  probably 
have  the  effect  to  force  a  general  specie  cur- 
rency. Certainly,  if  it  had  that  effect,  a  great 
benefit  would  result  to  society  from  its  adop- 
tion ;  because  specie  is  subject  to  no  variation, 
and  will  answer  all  purposes  in  all  plac^  which 
paper  currency  will  not.  He  coidd  not  see 
that,  by  this  measure,  the  United  States  Bank 
was  to  be  benefited  either  one  way  or  anoth- 
er; and,  as  to  the  abstract  policy  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  he  did  not  see  how  a  doubt 
could  exist. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 69  votes  to  40. 


Friday,  December  29. 
Another  member  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Ohio^  Saicuxl  Hsbbiok,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat.  

WsDXTBSDAT,  January  15, 1821. 
MiUta/ry  Academy, 
Mr.  Cannoit  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day  for  consideration : 

Jie$olvedj  That  the  Seoretaxy  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
oadets  edncated  at  the  Military  Academy  that  hare 
remained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  fire 
years;  also,  the  number  that  have  received  com- 
missions, and  have  reaigned  before  the  expiration  of 
five  years ;  also,  the  number  that  have  left  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  without  commissions,  and  the  amoimt 
of  money  that  has  been  paid  to  each  one ;  also,  the 
smns  of  money  that  have  been  paid  to  cadets  who 
were  pennitted  to  stay  at  home  (if  any)  for  the  time 


between  their  appointment  and  that  of  their  being 
mustered  at  the  academy;  also,  the  whole  mimbot 
edncated  at  the  academy,  who  were  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  those,  thus  engaged  in  the  service,  who  were 
in  any  battle  or  battles  fought  during  said  time  with 
the  enemies  of  our  oountiy ;  also,  the  whole  expense 
of  maintaining  officers  and  instructors  of  the  academy 
each  year,  since  the  year  1802 ;  the  whole  expense 
of  ammunition  and  soldiers  that  have  been  placed  at 
the  academy,  for  their  assLstance,  since  its  first  estab- 
lishment ;  also,  how  far  martial  law  has  been  car- 
ried into  effect  there,  and  whether,  or  not,  the  profes- 
sors and  teachers  are,  or  have  been,  under  martial 
law,  and  whether,  or  not,  any  of  the  cadets  have 
been  sent  from  said  academy,  or  dismiBsed  by  order 
of  the  superintendent,  or  any  other  officer,  without  a 
trial,  or  any  specific  chaige  being  proved  against 
them ;  also,  how  many  foreigners  are  professors  or 
teachers  in  said  academy ;  and  the  number  of  cadets, 
if  any,  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  same  firom 
the  families  of  fbreigneEB. 

Beductum  of  Expenditures. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
took  into  confflderation  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  Is  expedient  that  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Grovemment  should  be  reduced; 
tiiat,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is 
further, 

2.  Resolved,  That  all  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detri< 
mental  to  the  pubhc  interests,  shall  be  abolished. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  all  civil  officers, 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the 
year  1809,  shidl  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at 
that  period. 

4r.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  muadLans,  and  privates,  preservins 
such  part  of  ^e  corps  of  engineers,  witiiout  regard 
to  that  number,  as  may  be  required  by  the  public 
interest ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general 
staff  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the  Army 
when  reduced  as  herein  proposed. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  ahall  be  so 
made  as  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  ex-* 
tending  the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  com- 
pleted. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increaae 
of  the  Navy,  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  snm  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reoall  from  ac- 
tive service  one-half  of  the  naval  force  now  employ- 
ed, and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

And  the  same  having  been  read — 
>Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows:  • 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  task  which  I  have  un- 
dertaken, to  investigate  all  the  subjects  involv* 
ed  in  the  resolutions  just  read,  would  be  a  fear- 
ful one,  to  heads  much  more  profound  than 
mine.    But,  as  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
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oommittee  are  not  prepared  to  expect  a  display 
of  anj  profoTind  ideas  from  me,  I  deem  an 
apology  for  the  very  imperfect  views  which  I 
shall  offer  quite  imnecessary. 

Broad  as  the  resolutions  would  appear,  they 
are  defective,  in  not  emhraoing  all  die  objects 
npon  which  I  mean  to  touch  in  the  conrse  of 
my  remazks.  For  this  reason  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  one  or  two  amendments 
before  the  investigation  of  them  shall  be 
closed* 

I  think  the  preference  which  is  to  be  given 
to  the  form  in  which  these  resolutions  have 
been  introdnced,  will  be  obvious.  They  admit 
of  the  conunittee^s  taking  a  full  view  of  the 
state  of  the  nation.  They  admit  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  financial  resources  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  sources  from  which  revenue  is  derived 
by  the  existing  laws;  into  the  extent  of  the 
various  establiaiiments  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money ;  the  necessity  and 
usefulness  of  them,  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
revenue  to  their  maintenance;  whether  they 
are  to  be  supported  by  the  imposition  of  addi- 
tional burdens  upon  the  people,  in  the  shape  of 
loans  or  taxes,  or  whether  the  interests  and  true 
policy  of  the  nation  would  not  rather  point  to 
their  reduction  in  preference  to  such  a  resort. 
The  importance  of  the  question  involved  in  such 
an  inquiry  will  not  be  denied.  Attempts  at  a 
partiai  view  of  them,  and  at  making  partial  re- 
ductions in  the  public  expenses,  are  always  at- 
tended with  the  danger  of  doing  nothing,  or  of 
running  into  an  extreme  parsimony  in  relation 
to  particular  obiects.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  determine  what  shall  be  the 
'*  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  land  and  labor 
of  the  country  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  Government.'^  This  must  be  determined  by 
the  capacity  of  the  people  to  contribute  this 
portion.  lEVhen,  however,  it  is  ascertained,  it 
is  right  th%t  you  should  have  before  your  eyes 
an  the  objects  of  expenditure,  before  you  will 
be  able  pn^rly  to  distribute  it  among  the 
several  objects. 

By  what  principles  the  Legislature  of  this  na- 
tion shall  be  governed  in  determining  this**  por- 
tion oi  the  product  of  land  and  labor,''  (whidh 
is  only  a  definition  of  what  are  called  taxes,) 
has  been  a  subject  of  great  discussion  and  con- 
trariety of  opinion,  from  the  Institution  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  day.  My  opinion 
upon  the  subject  can  be  expressed  in  a  very  few 
words :  The  people  of  that  nation  are  happiest 
whose  rights  are  protected  at  the  least  expense, 
with  the  least  danger  from  the  instruments  of 
protection,  and  where  there  are  the  fewest  ob- 
stacles created,  by  law,  to  the  exercise  of  indi- 
vidual industry,  and  the  display  of  individual 
enterprise.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  contro- 
versy upon  a  position  so  reasonable  and  plain. 

We  boast  that  our  form  of  government  b^ 
admits  of  reducing  the  principle  I  have  stated 
into  practice.  I  very  much  fear  that  history 
has  yet  to  determine,  from  our  conduct,  wheth- 
er, tike  the  Athenians  in  relation  to  politeness^ 


we  shall  show  that  we  only  know  it,  or,  like 
the  Lacedemonians,  we  practise  it.  That  we 
have  an  idea  of  it  I  thmk  is  very  evident ;  for 
no  people  under  the  sun  boast  more  of  their  na- 
tional simplicity,  frugality,  and  economy  than 
we  do,  even  at  the  very  moment  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  public  burdens  is  required  to  de- 
fray the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year.  To 
prove  a  conformity  between  the  boast  and  the 
fact,  is  a  task  I  have  no  disposition  to  under- 
take. 

Admitting  the  practicability  of  economical 
principles,  (whick  so  far  from  denying,  I  shall 
attempt,  before  I  conclude,  to  prove,)  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  in  no  nation  can 
taxation  be  rendered  more  oppressive  than  in 
ours.  This  arises  from  our  form  of  Govern- 
ment ;  from  that  "  imperium  in  imperio^^"*  that 
exercise  of  two  distinct  kinds  of  sovereignty  bv 
the  same  people,  of  which  we  are  so  proud. 
The  affairs  of  the  Confederacy  are  administered 
by  one  body  of  magistracy,  under  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  must  be  supported  in  its  ex- 
penses. The  government  of  each  State,  in 
whose  care  is  confided  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  people's  rights  is  conducted  by  another  body 
of  magistracy,  and  must  also  be  supported.  The 
expenses  of  either  government,  taken  separately, 
have  nothing  alarming  in  their  amount.  If 
added  together,  they  are  swelled  to  an  enor- 
mous Bun^,  and  it  requires  but  little  augmenta- 
tion to  make  them  onerous  indeed.  Suppose 
the  General  Government  should  determine 
upon  some  grand  and  expensive  political  scheme, 
the  execution  of  which  requires  an  increase  of 
revenue ;  for  instance,  a  magnificent  scheme  of 
internal  improvements,  in  favor  of  which  a  vote 
of  this  House  has  already  been  had ;  and  that 
one  of  the  States,  say  !N'ew  York,  determines 
on  a  similar  scheme,  as  she  has  done,  also  re- 
quiring an  increase  of  State  revenue ;  is  it  not 
obvious  that  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  that 
State  would  be  rapidly  increased  ?  I  have  al- 
luded to  this  scheme  of  internal  improvements 
only  by  way  of  exemplifying  my  ideas.  ^ 
however,  the  view  is  extended  to  all  the  pow- 
ers which  may  be  exercised  by  each  sovereignty, 
requiring  the  expenditure  of  monev,  it  wiU  be 
seen  that  the  adoption  of  but  very  few  of  these 
magnificent  schemes  will  make  the  public  bur- 
dens aJarminglv  oppressive,  and  destructive  of 
a  large  share  of  our  comforts. 

The  fjEkcility  with  which  this  state  of  things 
could  be  produced,  was  most  distinctly  per- 
ceived by  the  people  who  authorized  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  by  whose 
authority  it  was  put  in  operation.  The  old 
Federal  Government  asked  of  the  States  the 
power  to  impose  a  very  small  tax  on  commerce. 
The  convention  which  met  to  confer  that  power 
produced  the  Federal  Constitution  as  the  result 
of  their  labors,  and  submitted  it  to  the  people 
for  their  ratification.  In  their  examinations  of 
this  instrument,  they  could  but  see  how  injuri- 
ously the  unlimited  power  of  taxation  therein 
conferred  might  be  exercised. 
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Gentlomon  can  soe,  by  taming  to  the  various 
acts  of  ratification,  how  many  of  the  States,  by 
express  declarations  and  limitationa,  attempted 
to  guard  against  the  abnse  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  Federal  Goyemment,  and  to 
settle  the  principles  of  policy  by  which  the 
agents  employed  in  the  administration  of  that 
government  should  be  guided.  These  acts 
speak  a  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood ; 
and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  language  is 
held  by  the  people  by  whom  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution was  made  and  ratified  to  their  servants 
thereafter  to  be  appointed  to  execute  the  pur- 
poses of  it.  It  is  in  these  acts  that  we  shall 
first  discover  the  marks  of  distinction  between 
what  has  since  been  appropriately  denominated 
the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources  of  reve- 
nue. By  the  first  was  meant  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  commerce^  to  which  has  since  been 
added  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  by  the 
second,  internal  taxes  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  term.  Here  it  is  that  we  see  the  makers  of 
the  constitution  declaring  that  '^  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace  are  dax^rous  to  liberty,^'  and 
that  the  defence  of  the  country  shall  rest  upon 
the  militia.  Here,  in  short,  we  shall  see  asserted 
and  dictated,  in  the  plainest  terms,  all  those 
principles  of  economy  and  rules  of  political 
conduct  which  I  am  attempting  to  advocate. 
To  read  the  whole  of  these  ratifications  would 
tax  the  patience  of  the  committee  more  than  I 
wish ;  but  I  pray  their  indulgence  in  reading 
one  or  two  of  them.  The  ratification  of  New 
York  contains  the  following  expressions :  "  That 
the  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms ; 
that  a  well-regulated  militia,  including  the  body 
of  the  people  capable  of  bearing  arms,  is  the 
proper,  natural,  and  safe  defence  of  a  free 
State.^*  ^^That  standing  armies,  in  times  of 
peace,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not 
to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and 
that  at  all  tunes  the  military  should  be  under 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power."  "  That 
Congress  will  not  lay  direct  taxes  in  this  State, 
but  when  moneys  arising  from  the  imposts  and 
excise  shall  be  insufOicient  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies, nor  then,  until  Congress  shall  first  have 
made  a  requisition  upon  the  State  to  assess, 
jevy,  and  pay  the  amount  of  such  requisition," 
Ac.*  On  this  last  subject  the  language  of  the 
ratification  of  North  Carolina  is  as  follows: 
^  When  Congress  shall  lay  direct  taxes  or  ex- 
cises, they  shall  immediately  inform  the  execu- 
tive power  of  each  State,"  &c.t  Such,  sir,  was 
the  jealousy  displayed  by  the  people  of  the 
'  States — ^parties  to  the  constitution — in  relation 
to  ^e  subject  of  internal  taxes.  That  they  in- 
tended that  the  General  GU>vemment  should 
rely  only  upon  the  iQiposts  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses in  times  of  peace,  cannot  admit  a  doubt 
If,  however,  the  public  exigencies— if  a  state 
of  war,  or  other  extraordinary  circumstance. 


*  See  Joanuil  of  the  Federal  Coastltationf  pages  427, 481. 

t  Ibid,  page  444  Nearl7  the  same  language  la  used  in  the 
cadflcations  of  Massachnsetts,  New  Hampshire,  VirgiuUs 
South  CarolinAi  and  Bhoda  Island. 


should  require  it,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was 
resort  to  be  had  to  other  sources  of  revenue,  so 
long  as  the  necessity  should  continue.  What 
was  it,  sir,  but  a  departure  from  those  princi- 
ples, and  some  others  prescribed  in  the  same 
imperative  manner,  that  caused  the  people,  at  a 
later  period  in  the  Government,  to  withdraw 
their  confidence  from  their  agents  then  in  the 
admiDistration  of  affairs,  and  to  substitute  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  his  friends  in  their  places?  The 
mention  of  the  name  of  this  distinguished  man 
leads  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  certain  opinions  of  his,  in  corroboration  of 
the  ideas  I  have  advanced ;  not  because  they 
are  his  opinions,  but  because  they  were  those  of 
the  people  at  that  period.  They  will  also  be 
found  in  the  writings  and  speeches  of  the  "  con- 
script fathers,"  and  the  reports  and  proceedings 
of  Congress  of  that  day.  Mr.  Jefferson's  opin- 
ions were  then  considered  as  the  test  of  politi- 
cal orthodoxy.  I  am  aware,  sir,  there  has  since 
been  a  considerable  change  in  the  times,  and 
that,  in  this  change,  men  have  not  been  able  to 
preserve  a  uniformity  of  political  visage.  But, 
if  his  principles  were  then  founded  in  truth  and 
political  propriety,  they  are  now  equally  worthy 
of  being  adopted  in  practice.  Such  is  certidnly 
my  opinion  of  them,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not 
relinquish  them.  In  his  inaugural  speech, 
among  other  principles  advanced  by  him,  are 
the  following :  *^  A  well-disciplined  militia,  oar 
best  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  moments 
of  war,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them ;  the  su- 
premacy of  the  civil  over  the  military  authority ; 
economy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may 
be  lightly  burdened;  the  honest  payment  of 
our  debts,  and  sacred  preservation  of  the  public 
faith;  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of 
commerce,  as  its  handmaid ;"  (the  word  manu- 
facturea  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  sentence- 
should  it  hereafter  creep  in,  I  hope  it  will  be 
understood  to  be  an  interpolation,)  ""  the  diffu- 
sion of  information,  and  the  arraignment  of  all 
abuses  at  the  bar  of  the  public  reason ;  fr-eedom 
of  religion — ^freedom  of  the  press — and  freedom 
of  persons  under  the  protection  of  the  habetm 
corpus;  and  trial  by  juries  impartially  selected." 
These  principles  form  the  bright  constellation 
which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  stepe 
through  an  age  of  revolution  and  reformation. 
The  wisdom  of  our  sages  and  blood  of  our  he- 
roes have  been  devoted  to  their  attainment ; 
they  shoidd  be  the  creed  of  our  political  faith, 
the  text  of  civic  institutions,  the  touchstone  by 
which  to  try  the  services  of  those  we  trust ;  and 
should  we  wander  from  them  in  moments  of 
error  or  of  idarm,  let  us  hasten  to  retrace  onr 
steps,  and  to  regain  the  road  which  alone  leads 
to  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  How  beautdfnl 
the  style — how  much  more  beautiful  the  prin- 
ciples! It  would  be  a  speculation  not  entirely 
fruitless  to  compare  our  present  political  course 
with  that  of  the  administration  just  previous  to 
the  delivery  of  this  speech,  and  test  its  correct- 
ness by  the  "  touchstone^  of  these  principles. 
Then  an  army  in  time  of  profound  peace  was 
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deemed  proper — so  it  is  now.  Then  an  expen- 
sive navy  was  to  be  created  and  sapported — bo 
it  is  now.  Then  a  laige  debt  was  not  consid- 
6Ered  a  national  cnrse— -nor  is  it  now.  Then  a 
Utitndinons  oonstmction  of  the  constitation  was 
the  fashionable  doctrine — so  it  Ib  now,  bj  more 
than  one  solemn  Tote  of  this  Honse.  Then  a 
sedition  law  was  both  proper  and  constitution- 
al* In  another  branch  of  the  Legislatare  they 
have  lately  said  it  was  not  nnoonstitntionaL 
The  comparison  might  be  nrged  much  farther, 
bat  I  will  not  pnrsae  it 

In  his  first  Message  to  Congress,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son speaks  Uie  following  language: 

"War,  indeed,  and  xintoward  eyenta,  may  chaiige 
this  pco^ect  of  things,  and  call  for  expenses  which 
the  impotU  eotdA  ^not  meet.  But,  sound  principles 
ivia  not  justify  oar  taadng  the  indnstiy  of  our  fellow- 
ddxens  to  acciimulate  treasure  for  wais  to  happen 
ire  know  not  when,  and  which  might  not,  perhaps, 
happen,  but  from  the  temptations  offered  by  that 
treasure. 

^^  These  views,  however,  of  reducing  our  burdens, 
are  formed  on  the  expectation  that  a  tennbU,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  wahJary  reduction,  may  take  place 
in  oar  habitoal  expenditures.  For  this  purpose  those 
of  the  Civil  Government,  the  Army,  and  Navy,  will 
need  revisal.  When  we  consider  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  chaiged  with  the  external  and  mutual  rela- 
tions only  of  diese  States ;  that  the  States  themselves 
hare  the  principal  care  of  our  persons,  our  property, 
and  our  reputation,  constituting  the  great  field  of 
hnman  coneenia,  we  may  well  doubt  whether  our  or- 
ganization is  not  too  complicated,  too  expensive; 
vhetfaer  officers  and  offices  have  not  been  multiplied 
onneceasarily,  and  sometimes  injuriously  to  the  ser- 
vice they  were  meant  to  promote.'* 

1  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  having  de- 
tained them  so  long  by  reading  these  extracts. 
But  really  they  are  so  applicable  to  the  present 
sitnation  of  the  nation,  that  they  seem  to  be 
addressed  to  ns  with  equal  propriety  as  to  the 
Congress  for  whom  they  were  intended.  Yes, 
or,  if  a  system  of  economy  were  not  recom- 
mended to  ns  by  its  evident  propriety,  imder 
the  most  fjavorable  cirenmstaneesy  we  are  now 
driven  to  its  adoption  by  the  embarrassments 
by  which  we  are  surrotmded.  What  is  our 
present  condition?  What  is  the  state  of  the 
nation  f 

We  have  an  army,  which,  with  its  various 
appendages,  is  more  numerous  than  it  ever  was 
before  in  a  time  of  peace. 

We  have  a  navy,  the  force  and  expense  of 
which  have  almost  quadrupled  in  ten  years. 

We  have  a  pension  list,  whose  rapid  growth 
and  extended  length  should  affright  us. 

*  We  have  a  ci^  list  of  constantly  increasing 
expense. 

We  have  a  national  debt  of  $90,000,000, 
which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  not  diminishing, 
and  the  interest  upon  which  requires  more  than 
one-fuurth  of  the  estimated  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  for  the  present  year. 


And,  to  crown  the  whole,  for  the  last  and 
the  present  year,  the  annual  revenue  calculated 
to  be  received,  by  official  reports  submitted  to 
our  inspection,  is  insufficient  to  support  these 
establishments,  by  millions  of  dollars. 

However  coolly  some  may  affect  to  view  this 
state  of  Uiings,  to  me  it  presents  a  subject  of 
the  most  lively  interest.  It  is,  at  least,  suffi- 
ciently gloomy  to  urge  us  to  a  review  of  our 
policy,  and  to  correct  its  errors,  if  any  there 
are.  This  is  a  duty  which  the  nation  expects 
us  to  perform,  and  let  us  not  shrink  from  the 
task« 


•  Tb«  Seaste  reftued  to  refdnd  to  Matthew  Lyon  a  flno 
tapiiri  on  him  under  the  Sedition  law. 


Wednesday,  January  16. 
MtMsourir^ner  Anomaloui  FoBitum, 

Mr.  Aboheb,  of  Yir^nia,  read  from  his  seat 
the  following  resolution : 

Retolvei^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inatmcted  to  inquire  whether  there  be  at  this  time 
existing,  and  in  force,  in  Miesonri,  any  le^  trilm- 
nala  or  tribunal,  derived  from  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  inyeated  with  competent  juiisdiction 
and  powers  for  the  examination  and  determination  of 
cases  of  controyersy  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise 
therein,  under  the  Constitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of 
the  United  States,  or  controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  are  or  may  become  a  party ;  and  if 
there  be  no  such  tribunals  or  tribunal,  then  to  report 
to  this  House  the  proyisions  and  measures  which,  in 
their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  be  adopted  by 
Congress,  for  causing  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  respected, 
and  for  assuring  protection  to  the  property  and  other 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  citixens, 
within  Missouri. 

Before  forwarding  the  motion  to  the  Chair, 
Mr.  A.  stated  the  motives  which  induced  him 
to  offer  it.  Whatever  might  be  the  situation  of 
Missouri  with  respect  to  this  Government,  the 
propriety  remained  the  same  of  instituting  the 
inquiry  he  proposed,  and  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution. He  must  be  candid  enough  to  state^ 
however,  that  to  him  it  appeared  that  Missouri 
stood  entirdy  dbconnected.  from  any  legal  or 
political  relation  with  this  Government.  With 
our  own  hands,  said  Mr.  A.,  we  have  cut  all 
the  moorings  which  attached  her  to  it,  and  she 
floats  entirely  liberated  and  at  large.  She  stood 
formerly  in  the  relation  of  a  Territory  to  the 
United  States ;  she  had  proposed  to  assume  the 
new  relation  of  a  State  of  the  Union.  This 
House  had  refused  her  permission  to  do  so.  and, 
Mr.  A.  said,  she  stands  discharged  from  all  re- 
lation to  the  Union.  It  was  vain  to  tell  him 
that  Missouri  was  a  Territory.  Such  an  asser- 
tion was  disproved  by  the  fact,  known  to  every 
one,  that  she  had  discarded  every  attribute  of 
that  character.  The  concession  which  Con* 
gress  made  to  Missouri  at  the  last  session,  Mr. 
A  said,  consisted  of  two  parts :  the  permission 
to  depart  from  the  existing  relations  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  permission  to  assume,  under 
certain  conditions,  the  relations  of  a  member  of 
the  Confederacy.     She  must  have  departed 
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from  the  relation  of  a  Territory  before  she 
could  haye  availed  herself  of  the  second  part  of 
the  concession  to  her.  What  is  it  that  Congress 
can  admit  into  the  Union?  Not  a  Territory, 
bat  a  State.  Missonri  was  therefore  obliged  to 
cease  to  be  a  Territory  before  she  could  be  in  a 
condition  to  claim  admission  into  the  Union; 
and  she  became  a  State.  Not  only,  then,  in 
point  of  fact,  but  in  legal  acceptation,  Missonri 
is  no  longer  a  Territory. 

Kr.  A.  said  he  was  not  intimating,  nor  would 
he  be  understood  as  intimating,  that  the  people 
of  Missomi  wished  to  be  permanently  aiscou- 
nected  from  the  Union.  He  was  assured  she 
was  attached  to  the  Union  by  feelings  genera- 
ted by  her  descent  from  it,  and  by  a  true  rev- 
erence for  the  principles  of  its  institutions.  Nor 
did*he  say  that  she  had  shown  any  disposition 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  allegiance  to  the 
Union ;  it  was  this  House  which  had  itself  cut 
loose  the  harness,  and  thrown  away  the  reins. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that,  if  Congress  could 
act  at  all  at  present  with  reference  to  Missouri, 
such  was  now  her  condition,  that  it  could  not 
act  by  law,  but  must  act  by  force.  The  author^ 
ity  of  the  Union  might  hang  over  her,  but  there 
was  no  legal  modes  by  which  it  could  be  exer- 
cised. All  its  ordinary  and  regular  conductors 
were  broken  off.  With  regard  to  Missouri,  Mr. 
A.  said  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
individaal  rights,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  secure.  Many  of  them,  for  exam- 
ple, had  received  donations  of  land  in  that  Ter- 
ritory, in  requital  of  their  services,  of  their 
blood,  and  of  the  glory  they  had  acquired  for 
their  country.  Congress  were  bound,  by  the 
most  sacred  of  all  obligations,  to  insure  protec- 
tion to  those  rights.  The  question,  therefore, 
which  he  wished  to  present  to  the  consideration 
of  gentlemen  was  this :  Where  are  the  tribunals 
and  methods  by  which  these  and  other  rights 
can  be  protected — ^where  the  channels  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  Government  can  be  en- 
forced ?  No  man  could  say  that  there  existed 
such  tribunals  or  channels  for  the  enforcement 
of  our  authority.  My  proposition,  said  iir.  A., 
is  not  presented  because  of  any  peculiar  situar 
tion  of  Missouri,  but  because  of  the  ambiguity 
of  it — ^because  no  man  can  say  what  it  is.  Sup- 
pose, he  said,  that  he  was  right  in  his  opinion 
of  the  condition  of  Missouri ;  every  one  would 
say  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted  with 
the  view  to  establish  some  bonds  of  relation  be- 
tween Missouri  and  this  Government  But, 
suppose  that  he  were  mistaken  on  this  point; 
the  inquiry  would  yet  be  proper,  in  order  to 
remove  the  doubts  which  he  and  others  enter- 
tained. In  every  view  in  which  he  considered 
the  subject,  he  thought  the  inquiry  ought  to 
take  place.  He  did  not  propose  that  this  in- 
quiry should  be  committed  to  himself  or  to 
those  who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  but  he 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  standing  committee  of 
the  House,  which  might  reasonably  be  supposed 
to  be  an  impartial  tribunal,  and  at  the  head  of 
which  (Mr.  Seboeakt)  was  one  of  the  most 


prominent  of  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion  on  this  topic. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  far  from  supposing  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  this  proposi- 
tion; but,  if  there  were,  he  would  say  to  the 
opponents  of  it,  that  they  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves to  direct  the  course  of  our  legislation  on 
this  subject,  and,  if  they  had  not  foundered, 
they  had  at  least  brought  us  into  the  neighbor- 
hood of  shoals  and  breeders.  If  gentlemen  who 
constitute  the  late  msgority  of  this  House  were 
to  refuse  to  agree  to  the  proposed  inquiry,  he 
would  then  say,  what  he  was  now  very  jEar 
from  saying,  that  they  were  afraid  to  pursue 
the  principle  of  their  own  vote  in  its  operation, 
and  to  stand  confrolited  with  the  results. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair — 

Mr.  Seboejlnt  suggested  that  the  resolution 
was  one  of  such  a  description  as  ought  not  to 
be  acted  upon  without  a£K>rding  an  opportunity 
to  every  member  of  the  House  to  vote  upon  it. 
He  therefore  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  oourse 
to  move  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolve  proposing 
inquiry  merely.  It  would  seem  almost  a  matter 
of  course  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution  moved 
by  any  gentleman.  When  the  committee  should 
report  would  be  the  time  for  deciding  any  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Sbbgeant  said,  if  this  were  a  simple  pro- 
position for  inquiry,  in  the  ordinary  shape  of 
such  propositions,  there  would  be  no  force  in 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  treorgiii. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  perfectly  plain 
and  obvious  that  this  resolution  assumed,  as  the 
groundwork  of  it,  certain  opinions  in  regard  to 
Missouri,  about  which  the  sentiments  of  the 
members  of  this  House  had  already  been  more 
or  less  expressed.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  no 
doubt  by  the  mover,  and  his  proposition  as- 
sumed it  as  a  fact,  that,  in  consequence  of  some- 
thing which  has  happened,  a  change  has  been 
produced  in  the  position  of  Missouri  in  regard 
to  the  Union,  which  renders  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  new  legislation  in  regard  to  it ; 
and  it  of  course  took  for  granted  what  had  been 
a  source  of  litigation  certainly,  and  what  a  large 
portion  of  this  House  will  not  accede  to.  If  a 
question  existed  whether  the  relation  of  Mis- 
souri to  the  Union  be  thus  changed,  it  was  a 
question  which  ought  to  be  discussed  and  de- 
cided in  this  House,  before  a  committee  was 
charged  with  it  in  any  shape.  The  inquiry 
whether  the  relation  of  Missouri  to  the  Union 
be  in  reality  changed,  must  precede  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  such  as  this  is,  which  a&> 
sumes  that  a  new  code  of  laws  is  necessary  for 
its  government.  He  thought  this  House  ought 
not  at  once,  without  notice,  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  whether  Missouri  has 
or  has  not  changed  her  condition.  So  strongly 
impressed  was  he  with  this  opinion,  that  he  had 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  'the  table ;  and, 
if  the  discussion  were  pressed  at  this  time,  he 
should  certainly  vote  against  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  LowiTDSB  said  he  had  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion -vrould  have  appeared  to  the  House  to  he 
such  a  ODe  as  did  not  involve  any  of  the  ques- 
tions which  had  heen  suggested.  As,  however, 
time  was  desired,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Yirgini&  would  consent  to  its  lying  on  the  tahle 
UDtu  to-morrow.  But  assuredly,  Mr.  L.  said,  it 
did  not  involve  any  such  question  as  had  heen 
snppoeed.  It  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter of  fact,  whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal 
in  Missouri  adequate  to  particular  objects.  It 
proceeds  on  the  supposition  that  every  party  in 
the  House  is  desirous  to  know  the  actual  rela- 
tion whidi  Missouri  bears  to  the  Union — to  de- 
cide whether  it  be  necessary  to  legislate  or  not 
to  legislate  on  the  subject ;  not  only  to  at-cert^n 
what  is  the  relation  between  Missouri  and  the 
Union,  bat  what  it  may  be  proper  to  do,  if  any 
Uiing,  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  fioict  thus  to  be  as- 
certained. Whilst,  however,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
bdieved  that  resolutions  of  inquiry  ought  in 
general  to  he  assented  to  without  objection, 
and  whilst  he  believed  this  to  be  of  that  char- 
acter merely,  yet  iJ^  from  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lutioa,  it  should  appear  to  any  member,  and 
most  of  bH  it  appeared  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  assign  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  that  it  involved  an 
important  principle,  he  admitted  it  would  be 
proper  to  give  time  for  the  consideration  of  it 

Mr.  Gsoas^  of  New  York,  said,  that  though 
he  presumed  he  entertained,  with  respect  to 
the  answer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
resolution,  the  same  opinion  as  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  was 
ready  to  act  upon  it  without  delay.  Ii  he  be- 
lieved that  it  took  anv  thing  for  granted,  par- 
ticularly if  he  believed  that  it  took  for  granted 
that  ^ere  was  no  legal  tribunal  by  which  such 
questions  could  be  settled,  he  should  certainly 
vote  for  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  finally 
against  the  resolution.  But,  as  he  was  of  a 
difEerent  opinion,  he  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion, and  against  laying  it  on  the  table.  It 
would  he  well  recollected,  he  said,  that  during 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, ^e  position  had  been  taken  that  Missouri 
was  a  State,  and  that^  though  admitted  into  the 
Union,  she  was  an  mdependent  State.  This 
position  was  taken  by  a  gentleman  whose  weight 
of  character  and  talents  gave  a  color  to  what- 
ever he  should  advance.  For  his  part,  Mr.  G. 
said,  when  the  question  on  the  admission  of 
Mtasonri  was  before  the  House,  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution.  He 
hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  the  true 
answer  would  be  given,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
&vor  of  the  resolution. 

'Mr,  FuoTD  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing 
for  the  House  to  hesitate  in  respect  to  motions 
for  inquiry.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  thought  so  clearly  on 
the  subject.  As  this  was  an  important  subject^ 
he  widied  to  record  his  opinion  on  the  post- 
ponement, and  therefore  required  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered — 

Mr.  Aboheb,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  delay 
were  pressed,  though  it  was  so  unusual  a  course, 
he  should  be  bound,  by  considerations  of  cour- 
tesy, to  accede  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
House.  He  was  rather  disposed,  however,  to 
take  the  same  view  of  this  matter  as  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
QY&Tj  one,  before  he  gave  a  vote  against  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  must  have  foreseen  the 
necessity  for  a  resolution  and  inquiry  of  this 
sort.  Every  member  of  the  mfigority  of  the 
House  must  have  known  that  the  question  must 
have  come  upon  him  in  some  shape  or  other, 
and  must  therefore  have  been  prepared  for  it. 
With  regard  to  tHe  character  of  this  proposi- 
tion, it  was  not  novel.  K  the  facts  should  be 
ascertained  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
supposed,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
nuttee  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done,  &o. 

Mr.  Ftjlleb  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  effect 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance 
whether  the  resolution  passed  to-day  or  to- 
morrow ;  that  he  had  examined  it,  and  had  no 
great  objection  to  it;  but,  only  to  save  the 
needless  trouble  of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  fk*om  Virginia  would 
withdraw  his  objection  to  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  AsoHEB  said  he  had  already  done  so,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  pressed  it, 
though  such  a  course  was  not  usual,  nor  in  his 
opinion  necessary  in  this  case. 

Mr.  SsBGEANT  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia  had  concurred  in 
considering  this  resolution  as  proposing  an  in- 
quiry into  a  matter  of  fact.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he 
understood  this  resolution  at  all,  it  proposed  an 
inquiry,  not  into  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  matter 
of  law,  and  that  matter  of  law  involving  a  point 
on  which  there  was  known  to  be  more  or  less 
difference  of  opinion  in  this  House.  The  ques- 
tion, whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal  in 
Missouri,  was  not  a  question  of  fact,  but  it  was 
a  question  of  law.  U  was  not  a  question  whe- 
ther tribunals  heretofore  have  existed,  but  whe- 
ther they  do  now  exist.  There  was  an  objec- 
tion to  referring  to  a  committee  an  inquiry  mto 
a  matter  of  law,  which  is  not  to  be  tested  by 
evidence,  &c.,  but  must  depend  upon  opinion, 
which  every  member  in  his  place  would  form 
as  well  as  a  committee,  whose  report  on  such  a 
subject  would  only  leave  the  question  where  it 
stood  before.  With  respect  to  what  is  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  Missouri,  it  must  be  perfectly 
obvious  that  this  cannot  be  ascertained  until 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  ascertained  on  the 

Erevious  question ;  and  the  clear  course  would 
e  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  then 
send  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  report  such 
bills  as  should  be  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 
He  did  not  know  that,  on  further  examination, 
the  resolution  might  be  liable  to  the  objection 
he  now  felt  to  it ;  but  he  wished  time  to  decide 
that  point. 
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Mr.  Srofiss  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table,  for  this  reason — that  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen to  have  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  act  on  the  subject 
He  bad  himself  no  information  whatever  which 
went  to  show  that  Missouri  was  not  in  the  same 
situation  now  that  she  had  been  for  the  few 
years  past,  except  that  her  convention  had  met, 
and  agreed  upon  a  form  for  her  future  govern- 
ment. He  did  not  say  that  he  had  not  heard, 
out  of  doors,  that  she  had  elected  a  Governor, 
Legislature,  &o.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  un- 
til the  information  was  given  to  him  officially, 
on  which  he  was  to  act.  A  resolution  addressed 
to  the  Executive,  who  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
would,  he  supposed,  elicit  the  necessary  infor- 
mation. For  aught  we  know  officially,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  that 
Territory  may  be  at  this  moment  in  the  full 
discharge  of  all  their  functions.  He  could  not 
consent  to  assume  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  in  full 
operation.  He  could  not  assume  it  as  a  fact, 
that  the  President  has  failed  in  his  duty  of  ap- 
pointing a  Governor  and  other  officers,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  laws.  By  entertaining  this  in- 
quiry, said  Mr.  S.,  the  House  would  assume,  in 
some  degree,  the  duties  of  the  Executive,  and 
bring  us  in  collision  with  that  department.  For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  consent  that  this 
House  should  thus  take  upon  itself  the  respon- 
sibility which  belonged  to  another  department 
of  the  Government.  Whenever  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  set  at  de- 
fiance, or  whenever,  from  any  cause  whatever, 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  that  Ter- 
ritory should  be  at  an  end,  he  presumed  Con- 
gress would  receive  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment information  of  it.  Until  snch  information 
was  received,  he  could  not  agree  to  consider  the 
subject.  "When  it  did  come,  he  reserved  to 
himself  to  decide  what  course  ought  to  be  taken. 
But  the  proper  course  for  gentlemen  at  the 
present  time  appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  call  on 
the  Executive  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  at  present  duly 
executed  in  Missouri,  &c.  If  the  President 
should  say,  in  reply,  that  the  laws  are  not  exe- 
cuted, and  our  authority  not  in  existence,  it 
would  then  be  time  enough  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Oamfbell  said  the  time  might  come,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  when  he  should  not 
have  the  smallest  objection  to  this  resolution ; 
but,  he  must  be  allowed  to  state,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  present  was  the  proper  time.  It 
was  well  understood  that  there  were  several 
projects  on  foot  for  the  admission  of  liOssouri 
into  itiQ  Union.  When  all  these  failed,  he  said, 
he  should  be  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  as- 
sent to  this  resolution.  If  gentlemen  were  pre- 
pared to  say  that  no  further  effi>rts  would  be 
made  to  accomplish  that  object,  he  was  ready 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  now.    But,  he  said, 


in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  it  is  anticijiated 
that  the  discussion  will  be  revived  on  the  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate :  in  the  paper  from 
Richmond  received  to-day,  there  were  two  or 
three  letters  from  Washington  to  that  effect. 
The  understanding  was,  he  believed,  that  per- 
haps next  week  the  resolution  on  the  table  of 
the  Clerk  might  be  called  up  and  decided  on. 
If  every  effort  should  fail  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  such  a 
resolution  as  this,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not  tUl 
then. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  show,  by  example,  that  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  was 
not  unprecedented.  He  agreed  fully  in  opin- 
ion with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  tliat  the  rea- 
olution  ought  to  be  l^d  on  the  table,  and 
should  not  agree  to  take  it  up  again  until  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  sho^d  have  been 
finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  LowKDss  said,  a  very  little  reflection 
would  satisfy  any  one  that  it  was  not  neoeesary 
to  postpone  this  resolution  until  the  other  qnee- 
tion  referred  to  should  be  decided.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  the  consideration,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  under  this  resolution 
might  have  considerable  influence  on  the  qnee- 
tion  to  be  decided  on  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  had  no  hemta- 
tion  in  saying,  that  no  man  could  vote  on  the 
various  propositions  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
unless  his  mind  was  made  up  on  the  topics 
presented  by  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  Whilst  up,  Mr.  L.  adverted  to  what 
had  fallen  from  his  friend  from  New  York,  who 
opposed  the  resolution  because  we  know  noth- 
ing officially  of  any  change  in  the  actual  con- 
dition of  Missouri.  If  we  knew  nothing  on  that 
subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  reason  enough 
for  inquiry  that  there  is  out-of-door  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject.  We  must  not  act  on  sach 
information,  but  was  it  ever  before  heard  that 
we  must  not  inquire  into  anv  matter  because 
it  has  been  spoken  of  out-of-doors  only?  The 
practice  of  every  day  was  different.  But,  if 
official  information  was  necessaiy,  the  Honae 
had  that  information.  It  had  information,  from 
the  constitution  presented  by  Missouri,  that,  at 
a  certain  time,  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  was  to  determine,  and  that  of  a  new 
State  to  Commence.  He  did  not  here  speak  of 
the  question  of  right  in  regard  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  but  of  the  question  of  &ot  It  was 
true  that  there  was  a  question  of  fact  presented 
by  this  resolution,  but  it  was  also  true  that 
there  was  a  question  of  law,  and  nothing  was 
more  usual  than,  in  regard  to  questions  of  law, 
to  refer  them  to  the  committee  of  this  House 
consisting  of  legal  men,  constituted  to  con- 
sider such  questions,  being  the  committee  to 
which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  resola- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stobbs  explained,  that  he  had  reserved 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  His  objection  to  acting  on 
the  subject  now  was,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
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the  proper  course  would  be,  first  to  call  on  the 
ExecntiTe. 

Mr.  Abohxs  said  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  only  because,  as  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  he  felt  bonnd  to  do  so. 
If  not  thus  obliged,  he  should  have  voted 
against  postponement.  The  objections  of  the 
gentieman  to  the  resolution,  he  said,  were  not 
consLstent — one  gentleman  opposed  it  because 
it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  mots ;  another  be- 
cause it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
law.  Both  objections  could  not  be  sound.  He 
believed,  he  said,  in  conclusion,  that  the  re- 
houses to  this  resolution  would  be  very  easy 
indeed ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to  indulge  the 
remark,  that,  in  the  reluctance  of  gentlemen  to 
act  on  the  subject,  he  found  a  confirmation  of 
his  belief  that  the  answer  could  be  easily  given. 

The  qaestion  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nayS)  91  votes  to  58,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Measn.  Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Vix^giiua,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beeoher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Bisfom.  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Camp- 
beD,  Glagett,  dark,  Goshman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Den- 
nisoD,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticat, 
EnstJA,  Fay,  Folg^,  Foot,  Forrest^  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gross  of  FemisylTania,  Gnyon,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill, 
Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  IQnsley,  Lathrop,  lin- 
oob,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCnllongh,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, MaUary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Meigs,  Monell, 
R  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Nel- 
son of  MasBacfaosetts,  Pazker  of  Massachtiset^  Pat- 
toaon,  Phelps,  Philson,  Plnmer,  Randolph,  Rich, 
BichaidB,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Itogers,  Ross,  Ross, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Setde,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth 
of  Yiii^iia,  Southard,  Stevens,  Stona,  Street,  Strong 
of  Termont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Tan  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, ajod  Wood— 91. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbonr,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Breraid,  Brown,  Biyan,  Bnrton,  Bnrwell,  Bnder  of 
Looinazia,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlpeper,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Grajr,  Gross  of  New 
Yoik,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Yixginia,  Jones  of 
Tenaessee,  Einaey,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Metcalf;  Montgomery,  T.  L. 
MoQie,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Viiginia,  Overstrftel^  Parker 
of  Vnsinia,  Rankia,  Reed,  Khea,  Simkins^Smith  of 
New  Jenejj  Smith  of  Maryland,  Swearingen,  Ter- 
rell, Tiimbks,  Tncker  of  Vhrginia,  Walker,  Warfield, 
WHliamaof  Yizginia,  and  Williama  of  Nortii  Carolina 
— ^ 


Messrs.  Sotjthabd,  Batemai^,  Bloomfibld, 
KiMSEY,  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  Culpkpbr,  and 
Mabohand,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  ttnanimotaliff  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
John  Linn,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Resolved,  unanmouslt/j  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  fimeral  of  the  late  John  Linn 
this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

Resolved,  unoHmously,  That  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  to  notify  tixem  of  the  death  of  John  Linn, 
late  a  member  of  tins  House,  and  that  bis  funeral 
will  take  place  this  day  at  ^ree  o'clock,  from  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

And  then  the  Honse  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  8. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Daniel  Udbbb,  elected  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tiie  resiguation  of 
Joseph  Heister,  appeared,  was  qucdified,  and 
took  his  seat. 


Satubday,  January  6. 
J)eath  of  Mr,  Linn, 
Mr.  SouTHABD  announced  the  death  of  John 
LiKN,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  tmammoiuiy.  That  a  oommittee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  sapexintending  the  funeral 
of  John  Linn,  deceased,  late  a  representative  from 
tt»  Slate  of  New  Jersey. 


Tuesday,  January  9. 
Misaowri — Anomalous  Condition. 

Mr.  Aboher,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  judicial  condition  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  *'  Will  the  House 
now  consider  the  said  resolution  ?  ^'  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — ^yeas  66,  nays  78. 


Thubsday,  January  11. 

Limitation  of  the  Ncmtl  Foree^  and  Inquiry 

into  Naval  Pensions, 

Mr.  OoBB  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
redncing  the  number  now  in  actual  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolntionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  pensions  now  allowed  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  to  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
seryioe  of  the  United  States,  on  continental  establish- 
ment, during  the  Revolntionaiy  war ;  [so  that  here- 
after the  pension  allowed  to  each  officer  shall  be 
twelve  dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  privates  five 
dollars  per  month.] 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  second  met  with  great  objection,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  Mr.  Oobb  modified  it  so  as  to 
make  the  inquiry  general,  by  erasing  the  words 
in  brackets. 

On  the  resolution  thus  modified,  there  were 
ayes  68,  noes  59.  So  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 
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from  the  relation  of  a  Territory  before  ahe 
could  haye  availed  herself  of  the  second  part  of 
the  concession  to  her.  What  is  it  that  Congress 
can  admit  into  the  Union?  Not  a  Territory, 
bat  a  State.  Missouri  was  therefore  obliged  to 
cease  to  be  a  Territory  before  she  conld  be  in  a 
condition  to  claim  admission  into  the  Union; 
and  she  became  a  State.  Not  only,  then,  in 
point  of  fact,  but  in  legal  acceptation,  Missouri 
18  no  longer  a  Territory. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  not  intimating,  nor  would 
he  be  understood  as  intimating,  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wished  to  be  permanently  aisoon- 
nected  from  the  Union.  He  was  assured  she 
was  attached  to  the  Union  by  feelings  genera- 
ted by  her  descent  from  itj  and  by  a  true  rev- 
erence for  the  principles  of  its  institutions.  Nor 
did*he  say  that  she  had  shown  any  dispodtion 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  allegiance  to  the 
Union ;  it  was  this  House  which  had  itself  cut 
loose  the  harness,  and  thrown  away  the  reins. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that,  if  Congress  could 
act  at  all  at  present  with  reference  to  Missouri, 
such  was  now  her  condition,  that  it  could  not 
act  by  law,  but  must  act  by  force.  The  author^ 
ity  of  the  Union  might  hang  over  her,  but  there 
was  no  legal  modes  by  which  it  could  be  exer- 
cised. Ail  its  ordinary  and  regular  conductors 
were  broken  off.  With  regard  to  Missouri,  Mr. 
A.  said  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
individual  rights,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  secure.  Many  of  them,  for  exam- 
ple, had  received  donations  of  land  in  that  Ter- 
ritory, in  requital  of  their  services,  of  their 
blood,  and  of  the  glory  they  had  acquired  for 
their  country.  Congress  were  bound,  by  the 
most  sacred  of  all  obligations,  to  insure  protec- 
tion to  those  rights.  The  question,  therefore, 
which  he  wished  to  present  to  the  consideration 
of  gentlemen  was  this :  Where  are  the  tribunals 
and  methods  by  which  these  and  other  rights 
can  be  protected — where  the  channels  by  which, 
the  authority  of  the  Government  can  be  en- 
forced? No  man  could  say  that  there  existed 
such  tribunals  or  channels  for  the  enforcement 
of  our  authority.  My  proposition,  said  Mr.  A., 
is  not  presented  because  of  any  peculiar  situar 
tion  of  Missouri,  but  because  of  the  ambiguity 
of  it — ^because  no  man  can  say  what  it  is.  Sup- 
pose, he  said,  that  he  was  right  in  his  opinion 
of  the  condition  of  Missouri :  every  one  woidd 
say  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted  with 
the  view  to  estabnsh  some  bonds  of  relation  be- 
tween Missouri  and  this  Government  But, 
suppose  that  he  were  mistaken  on  this  point; 
the  inquiry  would  yet  be  proper,  in  order  to 
remove  the  doubts  which  he  and  others  enter- 
tained. In  every  view  in  which  he  considered 
the  subject,  he  thought  the  inquiry  ought  to 
take  place.  He  did  not  propose  that  this  in- 
quiry should  be  committed  to  himself  or  to 
tnose  who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  but  he 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  standing  committee  of 
the  House,  which  might  reasonably  be  supposed 
to  be  an  impartial  tribunal,  and  at  the  head  of 
which  (Mr.  SEBOEAirr)  was  one  of  the  most 


prominent  of  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion  on  this  topic. 

Mr.  A  said  he  was  far  from  supposing  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  this  proposi- 
tion ;  but,  if  there  were,  he  would  say  to  the 
opponents  of  it^  that  they  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves to  direct  the  course  of  our  legialation  on 
this  subject,  and.  if  they  had  not  foundered, 
they  had  at  least  brought  us  into  the  neighbor- 
hood of  shoals  and  brewers.  If  gentlemen  who 
constitute  the  late  majority  of  this  House  were 
to  refuse  to  agree  to  the  proposed  inquiry,  he 
would  then  say,  what  he  was  now  very  far 
from  saying,  that  they  were  afraid  to  pursue 
the  principle  of  their  own  vote  in  its  operaticHi, 
and  to  stand  confrolited  with  the  results. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  Sebobaitt  suggested  that  the  resolution 
was  one  of  such  a  description  as  ought  not  to 
be  acted  upon  without  affording  an  opportunity 
to  every  member  of  the  House  to  vote  upon  it. 
He  therefore  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  course 
to  move  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolve  proposing 
inquiry  merely.  It  would  seem  almost  a  matter 
of  course  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution  moved 
by  any  gentleman.  When  the  committee  should 
report  would  be  the  time  for  deciding  any  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Sbbgeant  said,  if  this  were  a  simple  pro- 
position for  inquiry,  in  the  ordinary  shape  of 
such  propositions  there  would  be  no  foroe  in 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  txeorgia. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  perfectiy  plain 
and  obvious  that  this  resolution  assumed,  as  the 
groundwork  of  it,  certain  opinions  in  regard  to 
Missouri,  about  which  the  sentiments  of  the 
members  of  this  House  had  already  been  more 
or  less  expressed.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  no 
doubt  by  the  mover,  and  his  proposition  as- 
sumed it  as  a  £EU2t,  that,  in  consequence  of  some- 
thing which  has  happened,  a  change  has  been 
produced  in  the  position  of  Missouri  in  regard 
to  the  Union,  whidi  renders  it  necessarv  that 
there  should  be  new  legislation  in  regard  to  it; 
and  it  of  course  took  for  granted  what  had  been 
a  source  of  litigation  certainly,  and  what  a  large 
portion  of  this  House  will  not  accede  to.  If  a 
question  existed  whether  the  relation  of  Mis- 
souri to  the  Union  be  thus  changed,  it  was  a 
question  which  ought  to  be  discussed  and  de- 
cided in  this  House,  before  a  committee  was 
charged  with  it  in  any  shape.  The  inquiry 
whether  the  relation  oi  Missouri  to  the  Union 
be  in  reality  changed,  must  precede  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  such  as  this  is,  which  i^ 
sumes  that  a  new  code  of  laws  is  necessary  for 
its  government.  He  thought  this  House  ought 
not  at  once,  without  notice,  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  whether  Missouri  has 
or  has  not  changed  her  condition.  So  strongly 
impressed  was  he  with  this  opinion,  that  he  had 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  'the  table ;  and, 
if  the  discussion  were  pressed  at  this  time,  he 
should  certainly  vote  against  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  LowHDSB  sud  he  had  hoped  the  resola- 
tion  would  have  appeared  to  the  House  to  be 
SQch  a  one  as  did  not  involye  any  of  the  ques- 
tions which  had  been  su^ested.  As,  however, 
time  was  desired,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Vimnia  would  consent  to  its  lying  on  the  table 
untu  to-morrow.  But  assuredly,  Mr.  L.  said,  it 
did  not  involye  any  such  question  as  had  been 
supposed.  It  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter of  &ct,  whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal 
iu  Missouri  adequate  to  particular  objects.  It 
proceeds  on  the  supposition  that  every  party  in 
the  House  is  desirous  to  know  the  actual  rela- 
tion which  Missouri  bears  to  the  Union — to  de- 
cide whether  it  be  necessary  to  le^slate  or  not 
to  legislate  on  the  subject ;  not  only  to  ai!certain 
what  is  the  relation  between  Missouri  and  the 
Umon,  bat  what  it  may  be  proper  to  do,  if  any 
thing,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  thus  to  be  as- 
oertained«  Whilst,  however,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
believed  that  resolutions  of  inquiry  ought  in 
general  to  be  assented  to  without  objection, 
and  whilst  he  believed  this  to  be  of  that  char- 
acter merely,  yet  if^  from  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution, it  should  appear  to  any  member,  and 
most  of  aU  it  appeared  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  assign  the 
oonfflderation  of  the  subject,  that  it  involved  an 
important  principle,  he  admitted  it  would  be 
proper  to  girh  time  for  the  consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  Gsoaa^  of  New  York,  siud,  that  though 
he  presumed  he  entertained^  with  respect  to 
the  answer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
resolution,  the  same  opinion  as  the  gentleman 
at  ihe  hesui  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  was 
ready  to  act  upon  it  without  delay.  If  he  be- 
fieved  that  it  took  any  thing  for  granted,  par- 
ticularly if  he  believed  that  it  took  for  granted 
that  there  was  no  legal  tribunal  by  which  such 
questions  oould  be  settled,  he  should  certainly 
vote  for  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  finally 
against  the  resolution.  But,  as  he  was  of  a 
difEerent  opinion,  he  should  vote  for  tlie  resolu- 
tion, and  against  laying  it  on  ihe  table.  It 
would  be  well  recollected,  he  said,  that  doring 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
non,  the  poffltion  had  been  taken  that  Missouri 
was  a  State,  and  that,  though  admitted  into  the 
Union,  she  was  an  independent  State.  This 
position  was  taken  by  a  gentleman  whose  weight 
of  character  and  talents  gave  a  color  to  what- 
ever he  should  advance.  For  his  part,  Mr.  G. 
said,  when  the  question  on  the  admission  of 
MisBoiiri  was  before  the  House,  he  had  made  up 
fab  mind  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution.  He 
hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  the  true 
answer  would  be  given,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
&vor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Flotd  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing 
for  the  House  to  hesitate  in  respect  to  motions 
for  inquiry.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  thought  so  clearly  on 
the  subject.  As  this  was  an  important  subject, 
he  wished  to  record  his  opinion  on  the  post- 
ponement, and  therefore  required  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered — 

Mr.  Abohsb,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  delay 
were  pressed,  though  it  was  so  unusual  a  course, 
he  should  be  bound,  by  considerations  of  cour- 
tesy, to  accede  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
House.  He  was  rather  disposed,  however,  to 
take  the  same  view  of  this  matter  as  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
evei^  one,  before  he  gave  a  vote  against  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  must  have  foreseen  the 
necessity  for  a  resolution  and  inquiry  of  this 
sort.  Every  member  of  the  ms^ority  of  the 
House  must  have  known  that  the  question  must 
have  come  upon  him  in  some  shape  or  other, 
and  must  therefore  have  been  prepared  fur  it. 
"With  regard  to  the  character  of  this  proposi- 
tion, it  was  not  novel  If  the  facts  should  be 
ascertained  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
supposed,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee as  to  what  ought  to  be  done,  &c. 

Mr.  FuLLBB  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  efibct 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance 
whether  the  resolution  passed  to-day  or  to- 
morrow ;  that  he  had  examined  it,  and  had  no 
great  objection  to  it;  but,  only  to  save  the 
needless  trouble  of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
withdraw  his  objection  to  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Abchsb  said  he  had  already  done  so,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  pressed  it, 
though  such  a  course  was  not  usual,  nor  in  his 
opinion  necessary  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Sebosant  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia  had  concurred  in 
considering  this  resolution  as  proposing  an  in- 
quiry into  a  matter  of  fact.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he 
imderstood  this  resolution  at  all,  it  proposed  an 
inquiry,  not  into  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  matter 
of  law,  and  that  matter  of  law  involving  a  point 
on  which  there  was  known  to  be  more  or  less 
difference  of  opinion  in  this  House.  The  ques^ 
tion,  whether  there  now  exists  a  tribunal  in 
Missouri,  was  not  a  question  of  fact,  but  it  was 
a  question  of  law.  It  was  not  a  question  whe- 
ther tribunals  heretofore  have  existed,  bat  whe- 
ther they  do  now  exist.  There  was  an  obleo- 
tion  to  referring  to  a  committee  an  inquiry  into 
a  matter  of  law,  which  is  not  to  be  tested  by 
evidence,  &c.,  but  must  depend  upon  opinion, 
which  every  member  in  his  place  would  form 
as  well  as  a  committee,  whose  report  on  such  a 
subject  would  only  leave  the  question  where  it 
stood  before.  With  respect  to  what  is  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  Mssouri,  it  must  be  perfeotiy 
obvious  that  this  cannot  be  ascertained  until 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  ascertained  on  the 

Erevious  question ;  and  the  dear  course  would 
e  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  then 
send  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  report  such 
bills  as  should  be  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 
He  did  not  know  that,  on  further  examination, 
the  resolution  might  be  liable  to  the  objection 
he  now  felt  to  it ;  but  he  wished  time  to  decide 
that  point. 
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Mr.  Stobbs  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table,  for  this  reason — that  he  widied  gen- 
tlemen to  have  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  act  on  the  subject 
He  had  himself  no  information  whatever  which 
went  to  show  that  Missouri  was  not  in  the  same 
situation  now  that  she  had  been  for  the  few 
years  past,  except  that  her  convention  had  met, 
and  agreed  upon  a  form  for  her  future  govern- 
ment. He  did  not  say  that  he  had  not  heard, 
out  of  doors,  that  she  had  elected  a  Governor, 
Legislature,  <Sto.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  un- 
til the  information  was  given  to  him  officially, 
on  which  he  was  to  act.  A  resolution  addressed 
to  the  Executive,  who  was  chaiged  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  IJnited  States, 
would,  he  supposed,  elicit  the  necessary  infor- 
mation. For  aught  we  know  officially,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  that 
Territory  may  be  at  this  moment  in  the  full 
discharge  of  all  their  functions.  He  could  not 
consent  to  assume  it  as  a  fstct,  that  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  in  full 
operation.  He  could  not  assume  it  as  a  fact, 
that  the  President  has  failed  in  his  duty  of  ap- 
pointing a  Governor  and  other  officers,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  laws.  By  entertaining  this  in- 
quiry, said  Mr.  S;,  the  House  would  assume,  in 
some  degree,  the  duties  of  the  Executive,  and 
bring  us  in  collision  with  that  department.  For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  consent  that  this 
House  should  thus  take  upon  itself  the  respon- 
sibility which  belonged  to  another  department 
of  the  Government.  Whenever  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  was  set  at  de- 
fiance, or  whenever,  from  any  cause  whatever, 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  that  Ter- 
ritory should  be  at  an  end,  he  presumed  Con- 
gress would  receive  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment information  of  it.  Until  such  information 
was  received,  he  could  not  agree  to  consider  the 
subject.  When  it  did  come,  he  reserved  to 
himself  to  decide  what  course  ought  to  be  taken. 
But  the  proper  course  for  gentlemen  at  the 
present  time  appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  call  on 
the  Executive  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  at  present  duly 
executed  in  Missouri,  &c  If  the  President 
should  say,  in  reply,  that  the  laws  are  not  exe- 
cuted, and  our  authority  not  in  existence,  it 
would  then  be  time  enough  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  conmiittee. 

Mr.  Oamfbell  said  the  time  might  come,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  when  he  should  not 
have  the  smallest  objection  to  this  resolution  : 
but,  he  must  be  allowed  to  state,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  present  was  the  proper  time.  It 
was  well  understood  that  there  were  several 
projects  on  foot  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union.  When  all  these  failed,  he  said, 
he  should  be  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  as- 
sent to  this  resolution.  If  gentlemen  were  pre- 
pared to  say  that  no  further  efforts  would  be 
made  to  accomplish  that  object,  he  was  ready 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  now.    But,  he  said, 


in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  discussion  will  be  revived  on  the  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate :  in  the  paper  from 
Richmond  received  to-day,  there  were  two  or 
three  letters  from  Washington  to  that  effect. 
The  understanding  was,  he  believed,  that  per- 
haps next  week  the  resolution  on  the  table  of 
the  Clerk  might  be  called  up  and  decided  on. 
If  every  effort  should  fail  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  such  a 
resolution  as  this,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not  till 
then. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  show,  by  example,  that  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  was 
not  unprecedented.  He  agreed  fully  in  opin- 
ion with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  rea- 
olution  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
should  not  agree  to  take  it  up  again  until  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  sho^d  have  been 
finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  a  very  little  reflection 
would  satiny  any  one  that  it  was  not  neoeesary 
to  postpone  this  resolution  until  the  other  quee- 
tion  referred  to  should  be  decided.  He  sab- 
mitted  to  the  House  the  consideration,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  under  this  resolution 
might  have  considerable  influence  on  tiie  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  on  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  no  man  could  vote  on  tJie 
various  propositions  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
unless  his  mind  was  made  up  on  the  topics 
presented  by  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  Whilst  up,  Mr.  L.  adverted  to  what 
had  fallen  from  his  friend  from  New  York,  who 
opposed  the  resolution  because  we  know  noth- 
ing officially  of  any  change  in  the  actual  con- 
dition of  Missouri.  If  we  knew  nothing  on  that 
subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  reason  enongh 
for  inquiry  that  there  is  out-of-door  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject.  We  must  not  act  on  sach 
information,  but  was  it  ever  before  heard  that 
we  must  not  inquire  into  any  matter  because 
it  has  been  spoken  of  out-of-doors  only?  The 
practice  of  every  day  was  different.  But,  if 
official  information  was  necessaiy,  the  House 
bad  that  information.  It  had  information,  from 
the  constitution  presented  by  Missouri,  that,  at 
a  certain  time,  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  was  to  determine,  and  tiiat  of  a  new 
State  to  Commence.  He  did  not  here  speak  of 
the  question  of  right  in  regard  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  but  of  the  question  of  fact  It  was 
true  that  tbere  was  a  question  of  fact  presented 
by  this  resolution,  but  it  was  also  true  that 
there  was  a  question  of  law,  and  notihing  was 
more  usual  than,  in  regard  to  questions  of  law, 
to  refer  them  to  the  committee  of  this  House 
consisting  of  legal  men,  constituted  to  con- 
sider such  questions,  being  the  committee  to 
which  it  was  propc^ed  to  refer  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stobbs  explained,  that  he  had  reserved 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  His  objection  to  acting  on 
the  subject  now  was,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
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the  proper  conne  vonld  be,  first  to  call  on  the 
EzecntiTe. 

Mr.  Abohkb  said  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  only  because,  as  the 
moTer  of  the  resolution,  he  felt  bonnd  to  do  so. 
If  not  thus  obliged,  he  should  have  voted 
against  postponement.  The  objections  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  resolution,  he  said,  were  not 
consistent — one  gentleman  opposed  it  because 
it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  racts ;  another  be- 
cause it  proposed  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
law.  Both  objections  could  not  be  sound.  He 
beliered,  he  said,  in  conclusion,  that  the  re- 
sponses to  this  resolution  would  be  very  easy 
indeed ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to  indulge  the 
ronark,  that,  in  the  reluctance  of  gentlemen  to 
act  on  the  subject,  he  found  a  confirmation  of 
his  bdief  that  the  answer  could  be  easily  given. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  91  votes  to  68,  as  follows : 

Tba& — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ai^ 
cher  of  Vinima,  Baker,  Batemim,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Bnuh,  Bn&m,  BolJer  of  New  Hunpshixe,  Gamp- 
beD,  dagett,  dark,  Coshman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Den* 
niiOD,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Eostifl,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forres^  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  HaU  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazdin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill, 
Hobart,  Hoetetter,  Kendall,  Einsley,  Lathrop,  lin- 
coin,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCuHough,  MoLane  of  Del- 
aware, KaHary,  Marchand,  Meedi,  Meigs,  Monell, 
R.  Moor,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Murray,  Nel- 
•on  of  MassacfauMttB,  Paiker  of  Massachnsetts,  Pat- 
tenon,  Phelps,  Philson,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich, 
Ridiard8»  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruse, 
Sawyer,  Sezgeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth 
of  Viiginia,  Southazd,  Stevens,  Stons,  Street,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Yan  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, az»a  Wood— 91. 

NjLT& — Menrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb^  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
Koctii  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Grav,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnaon,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Temienee,  Eins^,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lean of  Eentacky,  Metcal^  Montgomery,  T.  L. 
Moon,  Naale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstr6et,  Parker 
of  Vlisinia,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Shnkins^Smith  of 
Kew  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Swearingen,  Ter- 
rell, Trimbte,  Tucker  of  Vuginia,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Wilfianu  of  Vlzginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina 
—68. 


Satcbdat,  January  6. 
Death  of  Mr.  Linn. 
Mr.  SoirxHARD  annomioed  the  death  of  John 
LiM^  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  from 
the  Dtate  of  New  Jersey.    Whereupon, 

Ruolved,  vmrnmumilffy  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  John  Llmi,  deceased,  late  a  representative  from 
tt»  Stafee  of  New  Jen^. 


Messrs.  Southard,  Batsman,  Bloomfield, 
EiMSET,  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  Culpkpke,  and 
Masohand,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Reacived,  unanimouily.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
John  Linn,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Resolved,  tfnanunoiM/y,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  John  Linn 
this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

Betoived,  wianinunuly,  That  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Linn, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his  funeral 
will  take  place  this  day  at  three  o'clock,  from  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  RepresentatlTes. 

And  then  the  Honse  a^onmed. 

Monday,  January  8. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Daniel  UDmsE,  elected  to  supply 
the  yauoasicy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Joseph  Heister,  appeared,  was  qnidified,  and 
took  his  seat. 


Tuesday,  January  9. 
Mkaavri — Anomalous  Condition, 

Mr.  Aboher,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
Honse  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in 
r^ation  to  tbe  Judicial  condition  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  *'  Will  the  House 
now  consider  the  said  resolution  ? "  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  66,  nays  78. 


Thubsday,  January  11. 

Limitation  of  the  Naval  Force,  and  Inquiry 

into  Naval  Penmna. 

Mr.  OoBB  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfEairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  number  now  in  actual  service. 

Reeclvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaxy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  pensions  now  allowed  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  to  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  on  continental  establish- 
ment, during  the  Revolutionaiy  war ;  [so  that  here- 
after the  pension  allowed  to  each  officer  shall  be 
twelve  dolhurs  per  month,  and  to  the  privates  five 
dollars  per  month.] 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  second  met  with  great  objection,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  Mr.  Cobb  modified  it  so  as  to 
make  the  inquiry  general,  by  erasing  the  words 
in  brackets. 

On  the  resolution  thus  modified,  there  were 
ayes  68,  noes  59.  8o  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 
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Pbidat,  January  12. 
Ammdment  qf  the  Journal— Minov/ri  Questwn. 

The  first  entry  in  the  Journal  of  yesterday 
was  read,  in  the  following  words : 

"  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  three  memorials  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Missouri — 
one  pra3ring  tiiat  the  purchasers  of  pnblic  lands  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  of  their  entries  as  the  said  payments  will  cover, 
at  two  dollars  per  acre,  relinquidiing  the  residue  of 
the  hmd  to  the  United  States — ^another  praying  that 
persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  may  be  permitted  to  make 
payment  for  said  lands  within  the  times  heretofore 
prescribed  by  law,  or  prompt  payment,  at  the  option 
of  the  persons  holding  such  pre-emption  right — the 
other,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  therein  described;  which  memorials  were 
refeired  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.** 

Mr.  BoBXBTsoN,  conceiving  that  ItGssonri 
had,  in  this  entry,  been  styled  a  Territory,  ob- 
jected to  her  being  so  styled ;  but,  on  examina- 
tion, finding  it  was  not  so,  wtdved  a  motion  he 
was  about  to  have  made  to  amend  it 

Mr.  Cobb,  however,  adverting  to  the  terms  of 
the  memorial,  said,  that  it  appeared  to  be  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
^Hhe  State  of"  Missouri,  though  not  so  stated 
in  the  Journal.  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal  in  this  particular,  by  inserting  the 
words  **  the  State  of,"  before  the  word  "Mis- 
souri." 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  Hall,  Mr. 
Babboub  was  up,  arguing  in  favor  of  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  make  the  Journal  conform 
to  the  fiact,  which,  he  contended,  it  did  not  as 
it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Ai!n>EB80N  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Journal,  as  it  stood,  expressed  ixuly  the  fact  of 
a  memorial  being  presented  from  Missouri. 
Though  it  might  have  been  more  distinctly 
stated,  yet  the  omission  of  the  words  proposed 
to  be  inserted  did  not  take  from  Missouri  the 
character  of  a  State,  it  being  a  frequent  mode 
of  expression  in  regard  to  other  States,  to  speak 
of  them  without  the  prefix  of  "  the  State  of." 
Mr.  A.  also  suggested  a  wish  that  his  friends 
should  not  press  the  objection  they  had  set  up, 
by  way  of  obtaining  a  decision  of  the  Missouri 
question,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Journal. 

Mr.  BoBEBTSON  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  motion.  The  memorials,  he  said,  pro- 
fessed to  be  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  If  Missouri  had  not  been  considered 
as  a  State,  of  course  the  memorials  in  that 
shape  would  not  have  been  received.  Having 
been  received  as  memorials  from  the  State,  why 
should  not  the  fact  be  correctly  stated  on  the 
Journal  t 

Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  was  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  amendment,  on  the  general  ground 
that^  if  it  took  place,  the  Journal  would  corre- 
spond more  precisely  with  the  fact  than  in  its 
present  shape. 


Mr.  Warfibu)  said,  that  a  decision  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  express 
the  sense  of  the  House,  either  in  one  way  or  the 
other.  Conceiving  that  the  entry  on  the  Jour- 
nal, as  it  now  stood,  was  an  entry  of  that  de- 
scription which  would  explain  sufficiently  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  memorial,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  proposed,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulty,  to  insert  in  the  Journal 
the  words  "purporting  to  be,"  a  memorial  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  dec. 

Mr.  Cook  was  opposed  to  the  proposed 
amendment.  If  made,  he  said,  it  would  decide 
no  principle.  If  Missouri  was  not  a  State,  call- 
ing her  so  would  not  make  her  so.  It  would 
be  an  equally  appropriate  amendment  to  st^le 
her  the  Republic  of  Missouri,  as  her  convention 
had  styled  ner  in  the  preamble  to  the  constita- 
tion  which  had  been  formed  for  her  govern- 
ment, &c. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  reply  to  a  wish  which  had  been 
expressed,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
sud  that  he  could  not  consent  to  do  it  Be 
wished  the  Journal  to  conform,  as  it  ought^  to 
the  £act.  Three  memorials  had  been  presented 
fix)m  a  body,  organized  under  a  constitution  of 
government,  formed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  State  government.  In  that  shape  having 
been  presented,  in  that  and  in  no  other  shape 
could  the  memorials  have  been  received ;  and 
the  Journal  ought  to  state  the  fact  as  it  oc- 
curred. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry,  he  said,  that  any 
discussion  should  have  arisen  as  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  any  paper  presented  to  the  House  in  the 
shape  of  a  memorial  It  had  been  the  uniform 
practice,  in  making  up  the  Journal,  to  give  to 
memoriaHsts  the  name  which  they  themselves 
assumed.  By  way  of  illustration,  he  referred 
to  the  memorial  presented  at  the  present  sessioii 
from  persons  styling  themselves  the  National 
Institution  for  the  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, from  the  delegates  of  agricultural  societies, 
from  the  delegates  from  various  interests  at 
Philadelphia,  &c.,  all  of  which,  withont  inv^ti- 
gating  the  merits  of  the  pretensions  of  the  re- 
spective memoriaUsts,  had  been  announced  in 
the  Jourpal  in  their  own  language.  We  pay 
that  respect  to  petitioners,  sud  Mr.  B.,  that  we 
designate  them  as  they  choose  to  designate 
themselves.  The  annunciation  on  the  Journal 
of  their  designations,  was,  properly,  a  mere  re- 
cital of  what  they  chose  to  call  themselves.  If 
the  principle  were  now  to  be  introduced,  that 
every  person  or  association  of  persons  were  to 
be  held  to  prove  that  they  really  are  what 
they  profess  to  be,  it  would  involve  the  House 
in  endless  difficulties.  He  was  therefore  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cobb. 

Mr.  RAimoipH,  after  a  preliminary  remark 
or  two,  not  distinctly  heard  from  the  pressing 
of  members  around  him,  said  that  he  rose  to 
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introdace  a  precedent  applicable  to  this  occa- 
sion, whidi,  he  truBted,  would  be  received  with 
all  the  respect  dne  to  so  high  and  transcenden- 
tal aathority.  The  conduct  said  he,  which  this 
Government  has  to  this  instant  pursued  towards 
the  State  of  Missouri,  is  sanctioned  by  the  con- 
duct which  was  pursned  towards  these  States 
when  colonies,  by  His  Britannic  M^'esty  and 
his  faithfnl  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
assembled.  "What  was  their  language  after  our 
independence  was  declared  ?  What  was  their 
cc»idnct  which  led  to  the  long  and  bloody  war 
which  terminated  in  the  acknowledgment  of 
our  independence?  The  very  language  which 
we  are  holding,  and  the  very  conduct  we  are 
pursuing  towards  Missouri.  The  parallel,  said 
Mr.  B.,  runs  on  all  fours.  In  our  extreme  ten- 
derness for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  col- 
ored citizensi,  we  have  already  brought  into 
jeopardy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  white 
fellow-dtizens  as  well  as  of  those  colored  ones 
who  are  the  objects  of  our  solicitude.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  had  intended  to  abstain,  as  he  had  until 
now  abstained,  from  taking  any  part  or  lot  in 
this  afikur.  But  when  he  saw  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  pursuing  a  course  of  conduct 
in  servile  imitation  of  the  British  Parliament, 
he  could  no  longer  refrain.  He  would  stake 
his  salvation,  he  said,  dear  to  him  as  that  was, 
that^  if  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  con- 
tained an  inhibition  of  slavery,  the  House  would 
never  have  heard  of  the  objection  now  raised  to 
it;  and,  were  he  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of 
it,  he  would  take  that  ground.  However  that 
might  be,  he  said,  it  was  a  more  important 
matter  that  the  Journals  of  this  House  should 
contain  the  truth.  An  honorable  member  be- 
hind him  had  uttered  the  sentiment,  the  other 
day,  that  H  was  proper  that  petitions  to  this 
House  shonld  contain  the  truth.  It  was  of  in- 
finitely more  importance,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the 
Journal  shonld  contain  the  truth ;  and  he  pro- 
nounced that  the  Journal  for  yesterday,  in  its 
{v^ent  mutilated,  mangled,  and  garbled  state, 
did  not  speak  the  truth.  It  holds  out.  that, 
eaid  he,  wldch  we  know  to  be  false.  And  is  it 
a  mere  matter  of  form  that  we  should  send  out 
to  the  peoplcL  as  the  record  of  our  proceedings, 
a  paper  which  contams,  on  the  face  of  it,  a  pal- 
p^le  and  atrocious  fEdsehood? 

Mr.  LrrrLE  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial ;  it  was  read  in  part,  when  Mr.  L.  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied,  and  said  he  was  sorry 
the  Chair  had  departed  firom  the  uniform  prac- 
tice and  regular  rule  in  recording  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Bhra.  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendments  It  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  he 
though^  to  see  that  fisicts  were  correctly  stated 
on  the  Jonmal.  This  House  had,  in  its  public 
acts,  styled  Missouri  a  State;  and  why  should 
she  not  be  so  called  on  the  Journal?  He  read 
the  caption  of  one  of  l^e  memorials  to  show 
that  it  purported  to  be  from  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
Boori,  in  General  Assembly,  &o,    Ilie  Journal, 


he  said,  ought  to  describe  the  memorial  as  it 
reaUy  was. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Oobb^s  motion  was  then 
taken— yeas  76,  and  nays  76. 

The  years  and  nays  being  equal  in  number, 
the  Spbakeb  declared  his  vote  with  the  nays. 
So  2iir.  Cobb's  motion  was  r^ected. 

On  this  result  being  declared — 

Mr.  Pabebb,  of  Virginia,  rose.  The  vote 
which  had  just  been  taken,  he  said,  was,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  of  that  geoffraphioal  charac- 
ter which  had  marked  the  whole  proceedings 
in  regard  to  Missouri.  For  his  own  part,  ne 
said,  he  did  not  at  first  consider  this  question 
as  involving  any  matter  of  principle;  but,  being 
a  new  member,  he  had  referred  to  the  Journal, 
and  he  found  that,  in  all  cases  of  memorials 
from  States,  they  have  been  stated  to  be  from 
States ;  and  that  the  same  uniformity  of  prac- 
tice prevailed  as  to  memorials  from  Territorial 
legislatures.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a  devia- 
tion from  this  uniformity  of  practice  should 
have  occnrred  in  this  particular  instance  of 
Missouri,  and  not  in  any  other.  There  was,  he 
said,  something  in  it — ^he  did  not  say  what  it 
was — ^but  he  was  for  consistency,  at  all  events, 
in  the  records  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union. 
He  was  for  the  records  of  .uiis  House  speaking, 
in  the  words  of  the  law,  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  Under  this 
impression,  as  the  House  had  refused  to  ac- 
knowledge Missouri  to  be  a  State,  and  as  she 
must  be  a  territory,  if  she  be  not  a  State,  he 
moved  to  insert  in  the  Journal  before  the 
word  "  Missouri,"  the  words  "  the  Territory  of" 

Mr.  Bbvsh  objected  to  this  amendment,  for 
reasons  which  he  assigned  at  length.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  Missouri  was  constitutionally 
and  politically  a  State,  and  not  a  territory. 
But,  as  it  was  the  custom  of  this  Government  to 
give  to  its  territories  a  first  and  second  grade 
of  government,  preparatory  to  their  assuming 
the  rank  of  a  State  of  the  Union,  he  did  not 
see  why  it  could  not  give  to  them  a  third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  grade  of  government.  He  con- 
sidered Missouri  to  be  in  a  grade  between  ter- 
ritorial dependence  and  the  condition  of  a 
member  of  the  Union ;  which  idea  he  illustrated 
by  reference  to  the  situation  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  before  she  adopted  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  £dwabi>s,  of  North  Carolina,  appre- 
hended that  this  proposition  would  operate  as 
a  trap  question,  producing  embarrassment 
without  benefit,  ana  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Lrv^EBMORB  made  a  few  remarks  to  this 
effect:  that  the  House  ought  to  regard  the 
substance  and  not  the  shadow;  that  the  name 
was  of  no  importance  to  the  actual  condition 
of  MissourL  When  the  question  should  pre- 
sent itself  in  a  proper  form,  he  was  ready  to 
decide  it;  but  it  could  not  be  affected,  either  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  appellation  which 
should  be  given  to  Missouri  on  the  Journal  of 
this  House. 
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JiT.  Mbboeb  was  gratified  that  this  motion 
had  been  made.  As  this  was  the  commence- 
ment of  our  intercourse  with  the  people  of 
Missouri,  he  was  desirous  that  every  step  of  it 
should  be  marked.  Mr.  M  made  some  further 
remarks,  in  the  course  of  which  he  expressed 
his  regret  that  the  course  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Cook,)  had  been, 
m  his  view,  disrespectful  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  whom, 
on  the  contrary,  he  said,  he  held  in  high  re- 
spect; and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  Mssouri 
would  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  soon. 

Mr.  BuTLSB,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  on  in- 
specting the  Journal,  it  appeared  that  the  orig- 
inal entry  in  it  corresponded  with  the  caption 
of  the  memorial,  in  which  the  word  State  is 
employed.  As  the  Journal  now  reads,  more- 
over, in  the  part  speaking  of  the  public  lands, 
the  words  '^  within  the  said  State "  had  been 
erased  in  two  instances,  to  avoid  the  word 
JStatej  which  made  the  whole  entry  absurd,  in- 
asmuch as  the  memorial  is  made  to  apply  not 
to  purchasers  of  land  "  within  the  said  State," 
which  words  were  erased,  but  to  purchasers  of 
land  throughout  the  United  States.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  would  therefore  ask  whether  the  Olerk 
had  undertaken  to  make  these  alterations. 

The  Speaksb  then  stated  from  the  chair, 
that  it  was  the  practice  that  the  Journal  should 
be  written  by  the  Olerk.  The  rules  of  the 
House  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  "  ex- 
amine and  correct  the  Journal  before  it  is 
read."  If,  being  so  examined  and  corrected 
by  the  Speaker,  it  should  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
any  member,  be  correct^  it  was  competent  for 
any  member  to  move  to  amend  it,  and  for  the 
House,  should  such  be  its  pleasure,  to  direct  it 
to  be  amended.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
presiding  officer  had  thought  proper  so  to  cor- 
rect the  Journal,  as  that  it  should  not  be  taken 
either  to  affirm  or  deny  that  Miffiourl  was  a 
State,  that  being  a  question  on  wMch  the 
House  was  greatly  divided  in  opinion. 

Mr.  TsiMBLE  requested  the  Olerk  to  state  the 
date  of  the  petition,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
petition  was  liot  posterior  to  the  decision  of 
this  House  against  declaring  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  that  therefore 
Missouri  had  not  assumed  a  name  which  had 
been  denied  to  her  by  Oongress.  Mr.  T^  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  Mr.  Oooe  had  ex- 
plained his  meaning;  having  believed,  until  he 
had  made  it,  that  his  observations  in  regard  to 
Missouri  had  been  ironically  intended.  2i£r..  T: 
did  not  by  any  means  consider  the  present  mo- 
tion as  a  trap,  but  as  a  serious  proposition, 
which  gentlemen  would  not  find  it  easy  to  dis- 
pose of.  There  were  members  of  this  House 
who  believed  that  Missouri  was  yet  a  territory. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  one  of  them ;  but  those 
who  did  believe  so,  would  of  course  vote  for 
the  resolution.  He  was  obliged,  he  said,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  for  having  suggested 
what  he  had  done  in  regard  to  the  panulel  be- 


tween the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament 
during  our  Bevolution,  and  those  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress.  He  did  remember  himself  many 
instances  in  which  the  petitions  of  the  people 
of  these  States  were  refused  to  be  received  in 
Parliament,  because  the  petitioners  did  not  cor- 
rectly describe  themselves.  He  remembered 
the  letter  of  Washington  was  refused  to  be  re- 
ceived, because  it  purported  to  come  from 
General  Washington.  Had  not  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  right  to  baptize  themselves  by  such 
name  as  they  chose  ?  Mr.  T.  said  he  regretted 
that  the  Chair  should  have  thought  itself  under 
the  necessity  of  altering  the  Journal  The  aub- 
jectu  in  itself  not  very  important,  had  been 
maae  so  by  the  alteration  of  the  Journal,  which 
alteration  it  seemed  had  been  made  by  the 
Speaker.  It  appeared  to  betray  an  unreasona- 
ble jealousy  on  this  subject,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  He  begged  the  SpeaLker^s  pardon,  he  said — 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  felt  this  jeal- 
ousy ;  but,  in  the  course  which  he  had  tsiken, 
there  was  an  overweening  caution — an  apnear- 
ance  of  a  jealousy  which  ought  not  to  nave 
been  betrayed  towards  this  people.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  feel  much 
difficulty  in  voting  on  this  question.  We  find, 
he  said,  that  the  question  just  taken,  small  as  it 
was,  has  drawn  a  line  across  the  United  Statea. 
Let  the  Journal  stand  as  it  ought  to  do.  Do 
not  tell  the  people  of  MssourL  We  are  so  jeal- 
ous of  you^  we  are  fearful  or  your  thrusting 
yourself  into  the  Union,  and  partaking  at  the 
sacred  board  and  drinking  of  the  cup  of  wine. 
Do  not  say  to  them,  We  are  so  apprehensive 
you  will  come  to  the  communion  table  by  the 
name  which  you  give  yourselves,  that  we  will 
give  you  no  name.  Mr.  T.  said  he  should  vote 
a^^ainst  the  proposed  amendment,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  Mi^uri  was  a  StatcL  and  not  a 
territory.  Those  who  held  the  other  opinion 
must  be  compelled  to  vote  in  &vor  of  this 
proposition,  or  acknowledge  that  their  ground 
was  untenable. 

Mr.  Edwabdb,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  m  re- 
gard to  this  motion,  he  did  not,  when  up  before, 
mean  to  insinuate  that  the  genUeman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Pabxeb)  had  meant  to  set  a  trap 
for  others.  He  might  have  laid  a  snare  without 
designing  it.  For  himself  Mr.  K  said,  he  be- 
lieved Missouri  was  a  State.  He  feared  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  might  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  misnomer  would  be  entered  on  tiie 
Journal.  For  no  other  reason  had  he  wished 
the  motion  to  be  withdrawn.  He  should  vote 
agunst  the  motion,  with  pleasure^  because  he 
believed  Missouri  had  lost  her  territorial 
character,  and  could  not  be  otherwise  than  a 
State. 

Mr.  Paieesb  siud  he  was  placed  in  a  difficult 
situation,  by  the  application  to  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion.  Other  friends  were  opposed 
to  his  withdrawing  it.  He  had  concluded  to 
persist  in  it.  It  was  not  intended  as  a  trap  for 
any  one.  Had  it  been  so  intended,  he  did  not 
know  bat  that  he  might  have  found  illustrious 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBESS. 


65 


Jashabt,  1821.] 


Ammdmaa  of  the  Joumal-^JHiatouri  Queeiion, 


[H.  OF  B. 


examples.  It  was  not  a  question  of  mere  form. 
The  state  of  the  vote  just  taken,  proved  that  it 
V8B  not.  The  question  in  fact,  as  yoted  upon, 
had  been,  Is  Missouri  a  State  or  a  territory  ? 
If  ahe  was  a  territory,  as  ^e  had  been  voted 
not  to  be  a  State,  why  reject  this  proposition 
so  to  dedgnate  her?  I  say,  said  he,  she  is  a 
State;  and  were  I  a  citizen  of  t&at  State,  I 
would  never,  at  your  suggestion,  strike  out  that 
danse  in  the  constitution  to  which  objection 
has  been  made.  If  I  found  it  convenient  to 
myaelf  to  do  so,  I  would;  but  I  would  not  do 
St  on  your  recommendation,  even  for  the  im- 
portant boon  of  being  admitted  in  the  Union. 
I  would  rather  be  trodden  down  by  the  armies 
from  the  North  and  East,  and.  if  you  could  get 
fliem,  from  the  South,  than  yield  this  point ;  and 
I  avow  it  in  the  &ce  of  the  world.  If  ever  on 
earth  a  people  has  been  maltreated,  it  is  this 
people.  There  seemed,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  be  a 
aoi^ression  of  something  on  that  Journal ;  be- 
cause the  very  words  which  had  been  stricken 
out  of  it  were  to  be  found  in  the  caption  of  the 
memorials.  Why  are  they  suppressed?  For 
the  purpose,  evidentiy,  of  implying  the  other 
way.  He  was  not  for  this  mode  of  dealing ; 
he  was  for  having  the  facts  stated  in  plain 
English,  that  all  might  understand  them.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  prece- 
dents here— he  had  heard  more  than  enough  of 
them ;  but  if  a  matter  was  to  stand  for  prece- 
dent, even  as  to  the  form  of  the  Journal,  he 
wished  it  should  be  a  precedent  either  one  way 
or  the  oth^,  and  not  a  mere  equivocation. 

Mr.  Boas  said  he  was  aware  that  the  House 
had  involved  itself  in  some  difficulty  by  the 
reception  of  the  petitions  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  presented,  as  being  from  a  State. 
They  ought  not  to  have  been  received  in  that 
form.  Miseouri,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  eitber  a  ter- 
ritory or  a  State.  If  she  be  a  State,  she  is  a 
State  known  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
Slates.  She  is  not  one  of  the  old  ori^id  thir- 
teoi  States.  Has  she  ever  been  received  into 
the  Federal  &mfly  as  a  State?  She  has  not 
Does  die  assume  the  character  of  a  State  with- 
out being  so  received?  Does  she  teU  you,  We 
were  once  a  territory,  but  we  have  thrown  off 
oor  territorial  character,  and  assumed  that  of  a 
^ote  without  your  authority  ?  If  this  doctrine 
la  to  be  tolerated,  said  Mr.  R.,  away  with  your 
forms  of  territorial  government  at  once.  Let 
your  territories  at  once  assume  the  character  of 
States.  If  Missouri  be  a  State,  she  must  be  a 
lowfhl  State.  By  what  law  is  she  made  a 
State?  It  was  sound  orthodoxy  in  politics, 
that  ihere  cannot  be  a  State  within  the  terri- 
torial lindtsof  the  United  States, 'Without  the 
aathority  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
MisBouri  was  not  a  State  by  that  authority,  and 
he  waa  perfectly  ready  to  vote  and  declare  his 
opinion  that  M&souri  is  now  a  territory. 

Mr.  Bhsa  referred  to  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
non  of  Congress^  to  show  that  Oongress  had 
authorized  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
State  goyenuneat,  and  assome  such  name  as 
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they  might  think  proper.  They  had  assumed 
a  name  accordingly,  and  Mr.  B.  said  it  conld 
not  be  taken  from  them  except  by  law.  This 
House,  theiL  had  given  them  the  name,  which 
was  now  remsed  to  them  on  the  Journal  Kay, 
at  this  very  session,  a  joint  committee  of  the 
House,  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  had 
reported  a  resolution,  declaring  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  With 
reroect  to  tiie  Journal,  Mr.  B.  said,  tiie  Speaker 
had  a  power  over  it  analogous  to  that  wnlch  a 
court  has  over  the  presentment  of  a  jury — a 
power  to  alter  it  in  manner  or  form,  but  not  in 
substance.  Mr.  B.  here  required  the  Olerk  to 
read  the  Journal,  as  it  was  before  it  was  altered 
by  the  Speaker  this  morning. 

The  Spbakbb  pronounced  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  read  any  Journal,  as  the  Journal  of 
the  House,  but  that  which  had  been  corrected 
by  its  presiding  officer. 

After  a  few  farther  remarks,  to  the  same 
effect  as  the  preceding,  Mr.  Iudea.  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Pltthsb  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  to  insert  the  word  "State,''  and  he 
should  vote  against  this,  because  he  considered 
it  not  advisable  or  proper  to  decide  incidentally 
a  main  question,  and  one  which  was  much  con- 
tested. To  avoid  affording  precedents,  for  pre- 
cedents had  been  ah-eady  quoted  from  the  Jour- 
nal, he  thought  it  proper  to  leave  the  Journal 
in  its  present  shape,  neither  affirming  nor  de- 
nying any  thing.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  tibe  amendment  now  Under  oonsidera- 
tioiL  as  he  had  against  that  first  proposed. 

Mr.  LowiTDBS  rose,  in  consequence  of  a  sug- 
gestion from  Mr.  Boss,  to  say,  that  when  he 
yesterday  presented  these  memorials,  he  dis- 
tinctiy  stated,  in  audible  words,  that  they  were 
from  the  State  of  Missouri.  He  did  not  mean 
to  enter  into  this  question ;  but,  he  said,  in  the 
anxiety  to  escape  one  difficulty,  the  oDJect  of 
one  of  the  memorials,  at  least,  was  presented 
on  the  Journal  differently  from  what  that  ob- 
ject was.  It  was  necessary  that  the  object  of 
each  petition  should  be  stated  on  the  Journal 
of  tihe  day  on  which  it  was  presented.  By  the 
erasure  of  the  words  "  within  the  State  "  twice, 
wheie  it  ought  to  have  occurred  on  the  Jour-^ 
nal,  the  objects  of  the  memorialists  were  per- 
verted. But  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
discussion,  having  only  risen  to  state  the  fhot 
which  occurred  yesterday. 

Mr.  AsoHBB,  of  Yirgima,  said,  the  House  had 
decided  one-hialf  of  the  question  respecting 
l^£»ouri.  They  had  decided  what  she  is  notj 
and  must  now  say  what  she  is.  He  put  the 
question  to  gentiemen  of  the  minority,  whether 
tiiey  coul^  after  their  former  votes,  hazard  the 
assertion  wat  Missouri  is  not  a  territory,  which 
they  must  do  by  voting  against  this  amend- 
ment? If  they  did  not  now  declare  her  a  ter- 
ritory, the  course  they  had  hitherto  pursued, 
stood  condemned  by  their  own  votes,  because 
every  man  knows  thiat  Missouri  is  either  a  ter- 
ritory or  a  State.     He  hoped,  he  said,  that 
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gentlemen  would  not  shrink  from  the  conse- 
quence^ of  their  own  vote.  He  called  upon 
them  to  stand  to  it.  If  they  refused  to  do  so, 
he  should  consider  their  reitisal,  as  he  did  their 
refusal  the  other  day  to  consider  the  resolution 
offered  hy  him,  as  a  proof  that  they  were  not 
willing  to  meet  the  consequences  of  the  votes 
which  they  had  given.  Me  appealed  to  the 
pride  of  gentlemen  to  meet  this  question.  One 
word  more — Who  are  the  memorialists?  In 
what  light  must  we  consider  them?  In  the 
character  which  they  profess — ^in  that  which 
they  assume.  Can  you,  said  Mr.  A.,  receive  a 
paper  which  these  people  present  to  you,  and 
fashion  it  according  to  your  conceptions,  and 
not  according  to  theirs  ?  Must  you  not  pursue 
the  course,  if  you  do  not  receive  it  as  offered, 
of  rejecting  it  altogether,  as  suggested  hy  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio?  His  honorable  col- 
league had  said  that  the  conduct  of  this  House 
towards  Missouri  equalled  the  tyrannous  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  Parliament  towards  this 
country.  Mr.  A.  said,  it  not  only  equalled,  hut 
went  beyond  it.  If,  said  he,  you  can  change 
the  character  of  the  memorialists,  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  you  cannot  likewise  alter 
their  prayer,  and  make  it  unlike  the  prayer 
they  intended?  And  would  any  man  say  that 
this  House  could  receive  a  petition  from  any 
quarter,  and  make  it  what  it  was  not  intended 
to  be? 

Mr.  AxDEBBOK  said  his  fHends,  he  i^pre- 
kended,  would,  in  the  course  they  were  now 
pursuing,  find  themselves  in  the  situation  in 
which  men  are  very  apt  to  be  when  they  act 
under  the  influence  of  passion,  rather  than  of 
reason — ^in  the  wrong.  It  is  always  wrong  to 
fight  where  you  cannot  but  sustain  defeat.  It 
IS  always  wrong  for  a  minority  to  irritate  a 
mcyority ;  and  tnis  motion  could  have  no  otiiier 
effect  but  to  irritate.  It  is  the  essence  of  deter- 
mination that  it  prove  something.  But  the 
vote  on  this  motion  would  prove  nothing. 
Nothing  would  be  gained  by  it,  and  nothing 
would  be  lost  How  can  that  be  substance, 
which,  whether  lost  or  won,  means  nothing? 
No  ingenuity  could  make  of  it  any  thing  but  a 
matter  of  words. 

As  to  the  subject  of  the  main  question,  not 
n<9W  presented,  no  man  could  feel  more  anxiety 
than  he ;  no  man's  mind  was  more  excited,  by 
day  and  by  night,  on  that  subject  By  concil- 
iation, said  he,  we  may  succeed  in  ultimately 
procuring  what  I  consider  a  correct  decision  on 
It;  by  exasperation  we  are  sure  to  faiL  I  de- 
ny, said  he,  that  the  vote  which  has  just  been 
taken,  proves  that  Missouri  is  not  a  otate.  It 
proved  nothing  else  but  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  voted  against  the  amendment,  the 
description  in  .the  Journal  is  siifBcient  and  in- 
telligible. Mr.  A.  deprecated  all  attempts  to 
exasperate  the  majority,  as  iigudicious  and  im- 
politic ;  it  was  not  by  such  a  course  that  the 
dbjeot  of  the  friends  of  Missouri  cooM  be  at- 
tained. 

Mr.  Barbotts  assured  the  gentleman  from 


Kentucky,  that,  as  far  as  he  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  this  subject,  he  was  not  acting  under 
the  influence  of  exasperation,  but  of  an  earnest 
wish  to  do  what  was  right  K  gentlemen  were 
not  disposed  to  express  any  opinion  on  this 
subject,  the  proper  course  would  be  to  propose 
an  indefinite  postponement  But,  if  a  direct 
vote  were  taken  on  the  proposed  amendment 
no  reason  satisfactory  to  him  could  be  assigned 
for  voting  against  it,  except  that  Missouri  is  not 
in  fact  a  "  territory."  Gentlemen  called  it  by 
different  names ;  but,  call  it  by  what  name  they 
would,  a  memorial  had  been  presented  fi*om  two 
organized  branches  of  what  he  called  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  6tate  of  Missouri.  For  what 
purpose  ?  Did  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  mean  to  intrude  into  the 
councils  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  all  the  pub- 
lic lands,  within  our  ahnost  illimitable  bounds! 
Certainly  not;  and  yet,  by  the  erasure  of  the 
words  "  within  the  said  State,"  their  memorial 
was  made  to  bear  that  construction.  This  ob- 
servation, Mr.  B.  made,  to  show  that  this  was 
not  a  mere  dispute  about  words.  With  regard 
to  the  question  before  the  House,  he  thought  it 
one  of  considerable  importance.  If  nothing 
had  been  done  to  the  Journal,  if  it  had  followed 
the  recital  of  the  memorial,  there  would  have 
been  some  plausibility  in  the  remark  that  it  was 
unimportant  But,  by  the  alterations  which 
had  been  made,  a  new  description  had  been 
given  to  the  memorial ;  and  the  decision  of  the 
House  had  the  effect  of  expressing  a  determina- 
tion to  get  rid  of  the  description  which  the  me- 
morialists gave  to  themselves  and  to  their  me- 
morial, &0.  With  regard  to  the  precedent, 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  Journal  were  permitted  to 
stand  in  its  present  shape,  it  would  afford  a 
much  stronger  precedent  than  many  which  are 
introduced  to  influence  the  decisions  of  this 
House.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  made  some  re- 
mark, which  caused  the  Speaker  to  repeat  his 
decision,  that  ^' there  is  no  Journal  but  that 
which  is  before  the  House  as  corrected  by  the 
presiding  ofScer,  and  read  by  the  61erk." 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  as  he  was  desirous  to  hear 
the  Journal  read  as  originally  written,  he  must 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this 
point 

The  question  on  the  appeal  having  been-  sta- 
ted from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Lowndes  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
friend  from  Georgia  had  made  this  appeal,  and 
his  hope  that  it  would  not  be  pressed  to  a  ques- 
tion. K  it  were  determined  that  the  Journal 
should  be  read  as  first  written,  the  principle 
would  apply  to  the  whole  detail  of  composing 
the  Journal,. and  thence  to  the  minutest  par- 
ticulars of  it,  which  would  show  that  the  Jour- 
nal, as  presented  to  the  House  in  form,  was  the 
only  Journal  of  which  the  House  properly  had 
cognizance,  Sdc 

Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Meboeb  was  called  up  by  what  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Ain>EBSON.  In  tibe  course  which  he 
had  taken,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  last  sentiment  of 
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his  heart  was  disrespect  to  the  msgority  of  the 
Ilonae.  It  was  awful  anxiety,  and  not  passion, 
which  he  felt  on  this  subject.  Much  less  did 
he  wish  to  draw  the  House  into  a  discussion 
whether  Missouri  is  a  State  or  not,  on  a  motion 
to  amend  the  JoumaL  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
sorrj  that  any  question  had  arisen  involving 
the  Chair ;  he  thought,  with  the  Speaker,  that 
what  had  passed  out  of  the  House  in  regard  to 
this  Joornal,  ought  not  to  be  known  in  it^  and 
that  the  corrected  form  of  the  Journal  only 
ought  to  be  considered  as  before  the  House. 
He  deprecated  any  thing  like  irritation  as  much 
as  any  one.  Nothing  but  a  sentiment  of  mutual 
forbearance,  of  good- will  to  each  other,  of  high 
re^>ect  and  confidence,  could  lead  the  House  to 
correct  decisions  on  so  difficult  a  subject  as  the 
main  question  respecting  Missouri.  That  was, 
he  said,  a  subject  of  great  importance.  If  Mis- 
sourt  was  not  a  State,  all  her  present  proceed- 
ings were  contrary  to  law.  If  it  were  so,  and 
onder  her  laws  a  man  was  convicted  of  a  crime, 
and  punished  with  death,  it  was  murder! 
Every  sentence  of  a  court  was  void,  and  every 
verdict  of  a  jury.  Every  act  of  her  Legisla- 
ture, ijQperseding  the  regular  course  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  was  treason  1  He  implored 
of  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  finally  pro- 
nounced a  decision  which  would  be  crowned 
with  such  terrible  results. 

Mr.  Wasfixld  said  he  should  of  course  vote 
against  this  motion,  on  the  same  grounds  as  he 
had  voted  against  the  preceding  one,  viz :  that 
the  alleged  and  proposed  alteration  of  the  Jour- 
nal W8A  neither  important  nor  material ;  that 
the  alteration  objected  to  had  been  made  by 
the  competent  authority,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  required  the  interposition 
of  this  House;  that,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
touch  the  main  question  with  regard  to  the  ac- 
tual relation  of  Missouri  to  the  Union,  that  was 
a  question  ^vhich  it  would  not  be  proper  to  de- 
cide in  the  manner  in  which  this  question  had 
been  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  quest^ion  being  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  insert  tlie  words  "the  territory  of"  before 
the  words  "Missouri,"  in  the  clause  of  the 
Journal  first  above  recited,  it  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  n^ys.  The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Mal- 
L4£T,  Roes,  SxBONO,  of  Vermont,  and  Upham. 
All  the  other  votes,  150  in  number,  were  in  the 
negative. 
So  the  motion  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Hasboub  then  moved  to  amend  the  entry 
in  the  Joornals  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
"  public  lands,"  the  words  "  in  the  late  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri." 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  of  it  the  word  "late." 

Mr.  Babboitb  showed  that  this  motion  pre- 
sented precisely  the  same  question  just  decided 
in  the  negative  by  a  vote  ot  150  to  4.  His  ob- 
ject was  merely  to  give  a  correct  recital  of  the 
memorial.  Suppose  it  were  a  memorial  from 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  it  were 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  word  "late,"  the 


House  would  see  how  essentially  the  fact  would 
be  varied  by  such  an  alteration,  &c. 

Mr.  Stosbs,  on  inspecting  the  Journal  and 
memorial,  expressed  his  impression  that  the 
entry,  as  it  stood,  was  not  incompatible  with 
the  contents  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Wasfield  considered  this  again  as  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  thought  it  perfectly 
immaterial  whether  it  was  inserted  or  not,  as 
he  thought  of  the  first  proposition.  As,  how- 
ever, the#JEIouse  appeared  to  be  in  no  manner 
relieved  from  difScalty  by  the  decisions  already 
mad6,  he  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  at  once  of 
any  difficulty  on  the  subject,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  first  motion,  which  was,  to  insert 
the  words  "  the  State  of,"  before  Missouri. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  having  been 
stated — 

Mr.  Bbown  spoke  in  expression  of  his  satis- 
faction at  the  question  being  again  presented, 
and  in  support  of  the  principle,  that,  where 
there  was  an  attempt  to  violate  personal  or 
political  rights,  resistance  was  a  duty,  not 
to  be  departed  from  for  any  views  of  concilia- 
tion. 

Mr.  Boss  expressed  his  astonishment  at  this 
motion  for  reconsideration,  and,  without  accus- 
ing any  one  of  inconsistency,  said  he  should 
consider  himself  extremely  inconsistent  had  he 
voted  against  the  motion  at  first,  and  then  mov- 
ed to  reconsider  it. 

Mr.  BoBEBTsoN  expressed  his  pleasure  that 
there  was  again  a  pcospect  that  the  Journal 
would  be  made  to  conform  to  the  fact,  which 
he  argued  to  show  that  it  did  not  at  present. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  the  last  vote  showed  that 
the  insertion  of  these  words  would  decide  noth- 
ing, and  need  therefore  not  be  objected  to,  inas- 
much as  only  four  members  of  the  House  had 
voted  Missouri  to  be  a  territory,  though  so 
many  were  known  to  believe  her  to  be  a  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Wabfield  defended  himself  from  the  in- 
sinuation of  inconsistency.  He  considered  it 
the  right  of  every  man  to  change  and  to  retract 
his  opinions  on  conviction.  With  regard  to  his 
legislative  proceedings,  he  said  he  held  himself 
amenable  to  those  who  did  him  the  honor  of 
giving  him  a  seat  here,  and  he  held  himself  re- 
sponsible nowhere  else.  He  assigned  reasons 
why  he  had  made  his  motion,  arising  from  the 
maze  of  perplexing  questions  in  which,  by  disa- 
greeing to  the  first  motion,  the  House  seemed 
to  be  getting  deeper  and  deeper  involved. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Wabfibld^s  motion  for 
reconsideration  of  the  first  vote  was  then  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  71,  nays  77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  first 
vote  of  to-day. 

Mr.  Babbottb,  who  had  withdrawn  his  mo- 
tion, to  make  way  for  that  of  Mr.  Wabfibld, 
now  renewed  it,  as  stated  above ;  and 

Mr.  Boss  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  late."  The  House,  ha 
said,  had  just  solemnly  decided,  the  second 
time,  that  the  memorials  were  not  from  the 
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State  of  Misfionri— yet  this  amendment  pro- 
posed to  describe  it  as  being  from  the  late  ter- 
litoiy,  &c.,  meanlDg  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
sonrL 

Mr.  Babboub  asked  of  the  gentleman  whether 
the  House  had  not,  with  equal  solemnity,  and 
by  a  vote  of  150  to  4,  decided  that  Missouri  is 
not  a  territory ;  and  whether  his  amendment, 
if  it  succeeded,  would  not  be  in  the  teeth  of 
that  decision  ? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bobb's 
motion,  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Stobbs  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Basboub's 
amendment,  so  as  to  read,  "in  the  United 
States,"  instead  of  "in  the  late  Territory  of 
Missouri." 

Mr.  Baiomlph  in  rising  sdd,  that  the  errors 
of  the  wisest  men  are  not  the  least.  The 
House  had  Just  refused  to  strike  out  the  word 
^4ate"from  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion, and  had,  of  course,  decided  that  it  should 
be  retained;  so  that^  if  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  prevailed,  it  would 
read,  "  in  the  late  United  States !"  How  was 
it  competent  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  move,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of 
Ms  colleague,  a  recital  not  according  to  the 
words  of  the  petition,  but  such  as  he  wished 
the  words  of  the  petition  had  been?  If  the 
recital  was  to  correspond  with  the  fact,  the 
House  should  reinstate  the  words  of  the  me- 
morial, the  erasure  of  which  had  led  to  all  this 
— ^he  would  not  say  what ;  but,  if  he  were  any- 
where else,  he  would  say— shuffling  and  cut- 
ting. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  point  of  or- 
der, whether  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs  was  not 
a  substitute  for  that  of  Mr.  Babboxtb,  and  there- 
fbre  out  of  order. 

The  Sfbakbb  decided  that  the  word  "  late," 
though  the  House  had  refused  to  strike  it  out 
by  itself  might  be  stricken  out  in  connection 
with  other  words,  as  now  proposed.  He  also 
decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs.  to  strike 
out  a  part,  but  not  the  whole,  of  Mr.  Babboijb's 
amendment,  was  not  a  substitute  so  as  to  bring 
it  within  the  rule ;  illustrating  it  by  a  reference 
to  the  common  practice  of  moviug  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  a  biU,  except  the  enacting  dauee, 
in  order  to  introduce  a  bill  in  a  different  form. 
He,  therefore,  pronounced  Mr.  Stobbs's  motion 
to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stobbs's 
motion,  and  dedded  in  the  negative. 

During  the  past  and  following  proceedings, 
various  meffeotual  attempts  were  made  to  pro- 
cure an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cook  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this 
question  altogether,  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
frtrther  consideration  or  this  subject 

Mr.  JoBirsoN,  of  Kentucky,  m  a  speech  of 
some  le^JStJi,  protested  against  the  postpone- 
ment, llae  Journals,  he  said,  were  distorted, 
and  not  made  up  as  they  ought  to  be,  because 
the  word  Missouri  occurred  in  them.  What  is 
Missouri!  said  he;  is  it  a  river?    Is  it  a  tribe 


of  Indians  ?  Why  should  we  shrink  fix)m  recit- 
ing her  proper  title  on  the  Journal,  when  we 
find  she  has  presented  us  a  constitution  of 
State  government?  Will  we  suffer  it  to  be 
said,  that  sectional  feelings  have  operated  to 
prevent  us  from  correcting  our  Journals,  so  as 
to  make  them  what  they  ought  to  be?  If  this 
question  was  not  connected  with  Missouri, 
would  there  be  any  hesitation  in  making  the 
proposed  amendment?  Mr.  J.  went  on  to  say, 
that  he  trusted  the  House  would  go  on  and 
vote,  tiiat  the  Journals  should  dedare  the 
trutii.  I  wish,  said  he,  the  Journal  to  show 
why  we  are  opposed  to  correcting  the  Journals^ 
and  who  we  are  that  oppose  it,  and  not  to  give 
these  questions  the  go-by,  as  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Bbxtsh  demanded,  whether  it  was  in  <h^ 
der  to  move  to  postpone  indefinitdy  a  motion 
to  amend  the  JoumaL 

The  Sfeaksb  dedded  that  it  is  in  order. 
There  were,  he  said,  certain  forms  of  questions 
prescribed  by  the  Bules  of  the  House,  and  their 
relative  rank  assigned  them.  It  was  not  for 
the  Chair,  but  for  the  House,  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  those  questions,  when  proposed. 
Being  proposed,  it  became  his  duty  to  propound 
them  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Nblbobt.  of  Virginia,  objected  to  this 
decision,  and  demanded  whether,  as  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  could  not  be  postponed  with- 
out postponing  the  main  question,  which,  in 
the  present  case,  was  the  Journal,  it  was  in  or- 
der thus  to  postpone  the  Journal  ? 

Mr.  Eusns  suggested  for  consideration  wheth- 
er every  difficultv  could  not  be  avoided  by  di- 
recting the  whole  of  the  memorials  from  Mis- 
souri to  be  inserted  on  the  Journal,  instead  of  a 
description  of  them. 

The  Spsaebb  dedded  that  the  motion  to 
postpone  a  question  to  amend  the  Journal  ia  in 
order.  The  Journal,  he  said,  is  a  subject  on 
which  no  question  is  to  be  put^  until  a  question 
\b  made  by  a  proposition  to  amend  it.  A  mo- 
tion to  postpone  that  questioiL  therefore,  it  be- 
inff  the  only  question,  was  evidently  in  order. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  evade 
the  question.  He  had  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, in  order  to  get  rid  of  irritating  and  unne- 
cessary debate.  As  he  had  failed  in  this  ob- 
ject, he  withdrew  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Babbotjb'b 
motion  to  amend  the  Journal — 

Mr.  AKnBBsoN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  to  show  that  the  amendment  was 
not  necessary,  and  might  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Ctjlbbeth  said  he  had  been  acddentallj 
absent  this  morning,  on  the  vote  to  insert  the 
word  State,  as  applied  to  Missouri,  and  he 
wished  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  record 
his  vote  on  that  principle.  At  first  he  had 
thought  that  the  present  question  would  afford 
him  that  cmportunity;  but,  during  the  discud* 
sion,  he  had  examined  the  Journal  and  the  me- 
morial, and  he  was  convinced  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  agreed  to,  would  make  the  prayer  of 
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the  memorial  what  it  is  not.  He  should  there- 
fore vote  against  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Barboub's  motion  to  insert  **  the  late  territory 
of"  before  the  word  "Missoori,"  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  61,  nays  79. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  was  pronounced, 
seTeral  persons  addressing  the  Chair  at  once,  a 
motion  to  adjourn  obtained  {he  preference. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  a  member  in- 
quired whether  an  adjournment  now  would  pre- 
clude any  amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yester- 
day on  to-morrow  ? 

The  Sfeaksb  decided  that  it  would,  unless  a 
motion  to  amend  it  were  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  this  day. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  being 
decided  afSrmatively,  here  ended  the  contro- 
versy respecting  the  JoufnaL 


Satubday,  January  18. 

Journal  qf  the  E&use—MisMuH  Questitm. 

Mr.  Beid,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chur  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  resolutions  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand  were  prepared  yesterday,  and 
should  have  been  then  submitted,  but  for  the 
anxiety  of  the  House  to  adjourn,  and  the  lateness 
of  ^e  hour.  They  are  now  presented,  not 
with  any  view  to  promote  or  prolong  excite- 
ment, because  I  believe  excitement  to  be  un- 
favorable to  correct  legislation;  nor  do  I  in- 
tend any  remark  which  I  may  offer  to  be  dis- 
respectful to  the  officer  chosen  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  House.  Self-respect, 
if  there  were  no  other  reason,  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  pursue  such  a  course ;  but  I  desire 
to  mark,  by  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  an  event  which,  were  I  more  conver- 
sant with  legislative  proceedings^  I  would  say, 
is  tiie  most  extraordinary  of  its  kmd  to  be  found 
injmrliamentary  annals. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires both  Houses  of  Congress  to  keep  a  Jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  effect  to  this  provision,  the  usage  of 
the  House  and  the  acts  of  Government  have 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  correct 
account  of  the  daily  proceedingsi  while,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Speaker  to  ''  examine  and  correct  the  Journal " 
of  the  Clerk.  But,  that  no  error  may  escape 
unnoticed,  and  that  the  history  of  our  transac- 
tions may  be  entirely  fiuthful,  the  Journal  of 
the  preceding  dav  is  read  daily,  in  the  face  of 
t2ie  House.  Is  this  a  mere  ceremony,  a  form, 
which  adopted  without  object,  may  be  suspended 
without  injury?  It  appears  to  me  to  be  alto- 
gether of  substance,  because  both  the  Speaker 
and  the  Clerk  are  mere  agents  in  the  compila- 
tion of  the  Journal,  and,  consequently,  the 
House  is  entitled  to  the  supervision  of  their 
conduet.  Every  member,  having  sworn  to  sup- 
port the  constitution,  which  requires  the  House 


to  keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  is  deeply 
interested — ^as  much  so  as  the  obligation  of  an 
oath  can  make  him — ^in  the  proper  performance 
of  the  duties,  which,  in  this  respect,  devolve 
upon  the  Clerk  and  the  Speaker.  If  then  an 
error  be  produced,  whether  by  the  negligence 
of  the  Clerk  or  the  supposed  corrections  of  the 
Speaker,  the  House  surely  possesses  the  power 
to  apply  the  corrective  by  amending  the*  Jour- 
nal— restoring  it  to  its  original  shape,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  its  wisdom  may  devise. 

What  shall  be  done  upon  the  present  occasion 
will  best  be  known  by  a  resort  to  the  facts  as 
they  exist  They  are  these:  a  member  pre- 
sents, in  his  place,  a  memorial  from  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Missouri;   he  announces,  as  is  his  duty,  the 

Surport  and  the  character  of  the  petition ;  the 
ocument  is  received  by  the  House,  referred  to 
one  of  its  committees,  and  the  Clerk^  as  he  is 
bound  to  do,  minutes  the  transaction  among 
the  occurrences  of  the  day.  The  Speaker,  when 
he  comes  to  perform  his  duty,  erases  the  words 
^^  State  of,"  and,  when  the  corrected  Journal  is 
presented  to  the  House,  it  recites,  that  the 
member  presented  the  memorial  of  Missouri. 
Now,  the  question  is — ^haa  the  Speaker  perform- 
ed his  duty,  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  has 
he  acted  without  the  pale  of  the  authority  which 
that  rule  conveys  to  him?  K  the  erasure  be 
within  the  rule,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter, . 
and  I  am  trespassing  unnecessarily  upon  your 
patience,  and  doing  injustice  to  the  Speaker. 
But,  if  tne  Speaker  has  altered  without  correct- 
ing your  Journal,  his  act  is  void,  because  it  is 
beyond  his  authority,  and  is  itself  an  error, 
which  demands  the  correction  of  the  House. 
Did  the  Speaker,  when  he  applied  his  pen  to 
the  Journal,  describe  the  fact  as  it  had  taken 
place  more  truly  than  it  had  been  described  by 
the  Clerk  ?  No,  sir.  The  Clerk  stated  what 
had  happened  exactiy  as  it  did  happen.  Now, 
the  rule  is — ^the  Speaker  shall  ^^  examine  and 
correct"  the  JoumaL  The  power  to  correct 
implies  the  existence  of  error.  Thete  was  no 
error,  not  even  the  slightest  mistake.  The 
Speaker  had,  then,  no  duty  to  perform,  and 
any  other  journal  than  that  in  which  the  Clerk 
had  truly  recorded  the  proceedings  of  tiie  House 
is  not  the  true,  but  a  spurious  journal.  The  act 
of  the  Speaker  was  gratuitous,  and  without 
warrant. 

!put  it  may  be  said,  as  I  think  it  was  yester- 
day, that  the  Speaker  is  to  be  justified^  because 
he  had  stated  the  actual  fact.  That  is  to  say, 
he  has  refhsed  to  designate  Missouri  as  a  State, 
because  she  is  not  a  State.  1  know  that  there 
are  varying  opinions ;  tiiat  some  gentlemen 
consider  Missouri  a  State ;  others,  qua»i  a  State; 
others  a  Territory ;  while  there  are  some  who 
do  not  clearly  express  what  their  opinions  are. 
With  this  subject,  I  have  at  present  no  concecn. 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof  The 
question  is  not,  whether  the  true  quality  of 
Missouri  should  appear  upon  the  Journals ;  but 
whetiier  it  shall  appear  as  represented  in  her 
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memorial}  in  the  announcement  of  the  member 
presenting  that  memorial^  and  in  the  act  of  the 
House  receiving  it.  If  an  individual,  arrogating 
a  title  to  which  he  has  no  claim,  present  his 
petition  to  the  House,  and  it  be  determined  to 
listen  to  his  plaint,  no  one  will  contend  that  the 
Olerk  or  the  Speaker,  in  making  up  or  correct- 
ing the  Journal,  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the 
legitimacy  of  the  dignity  assumed.  It  is  not 
their  duty  to  ingraft  the  fact  upon  the  Journal, 
contrary  to  the  representation  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  determination  of  the  House  to  hear 
him  in  the  character  he  has  chosen  to  adopt ; 
but  it  is  their  duty  to  detail  events  as  they  ac- 
tuallv  occurred,  although  these  may  involve 
falsehoods,  and  misrepresentations. 

Sir,  if  Missouri  had  presented  herself  in  bor- 
rowed feathers,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House, 
by  plucking  them  from  her,  to  have  exposed 
her  in  the  nakedness  of  her  deformity.  If  she 
assumed  a  rank  incompatible  with  your  dignity, 
or  a  tone  and  a  style  too  lofty,  yon  should  at 
6nce  have  taught  her  language  more  humble, 
and  admonished  her,  that  she  was  not  yet  fitted 
to  occupy  the  station  to  which  she  aspired. 
But,  did  you  do  this?  No,  sir.  "Whatever 
may  be  the  matter  or  the  manner  of  her  me- 
morial, you  received  it.  That  it  was  received, 
was  noted  by  the  proper  oflScer,  under  your 
order ;  and  you  referred  it  for  investigation  to 
a  committee.  Now,  these  are  solemn  measures 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  I  ask,  have  they 
been  rescinded  by  the  same  authority  ?  No ; 
not  by  the  alteration  of  your  Journal ;  an  altera- 
tion not  governed  by  any  known  rule  prescrib- 
ed by  this  body.  Is  it  come  to  this?  Shall 
the  officers  of  this  House  frame  the  Journals 
of  the  House  according  to  any  vague  notions  of 
propriety  which  they  may  entertain?  If,  in- 
deed, they  have  this  power,  they  may  mould, 
and  alter,  and  garble,  and  destroy,  until  your 
diary  shall  wear  the  semblance  of  romance, 
rather  than  of  history.  If  we  yield  them  such  a 
power,  we  are  apostates  from  the  true  faith ; 
we  are  no  longer  the  representatives  of  free- 
men; we  are  ourselves  slaves,  and,  what  is 
worse,  willmg  slaves. 

It  may  certainly  happen  that  the  House,  from 
inadvertence,  or  some  other  cause,  may  be  led 
into  mistake,  and  may  order  that  to  be  recorded 
which  should  not  of  right  have  a  place.  It 
may  then  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  point 
out  the  impropriety,  leaving  it  to  be  corrected 
at  the  will  of  the  House.  He  cannot  go  fur- 
ther ;  he  cannot  alter  the  solemn  acts  of  the 
House,  upon  the  presumption  that  they  were 
irregularly  or  unadvisedly  done, 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  this  is  a  little 
matter ;  which  does  not  deserve  our  considera- 
tion. If  it  be  BO,  why  were  words  so  harmless 
and  unimportant  stricken  from  the  Journal? 
Their  very  insignificance  should  have  protected 
th«m ;  the  more  especially  as  they  correspond- 
ed with  the  &ct  as  it  transpired.  But  it  is  not  a 
good  reason  against  resisting  any  innovation,  to 
say  that  it  is  so  alight  nothing  is  to  be  feared  from 


it.  A  delegated  authority  should  be  jealously 
watched,  or  it  will  rapidly  extend  itself  beyond 
its  prescribed  boundaries.  We  are  told  in  Ara- 
bian story  that  a  mist,  rising  from  the  bosom 
of  the  ocean,  which  tiie  gentlest  breeze  might 
have  dissipated,  took  to  itself  consistency  and 
form,  and  became  a  monstrous  and  fearful 
giant.  It  is  thus  with  the  encroaohments  of 
power — at  first  scarcely  perceived,  at  last  not 
to  be  opposed.  Constant  attrition  will  waste 
even  the  rock  of  ages. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  would  controvert  a  doc- 
trine which  has  received  the  sanction  of  high 
authority.  It  is,  that  the  House  has  no  au- 
thority to  ask  the  reading  of  the  original 
draught  of  the  Journal,  because  none  other 
can  be  read  than  that  corrected  by  the  Speaker. 
Sir,  it  may  be  shown — ^I  think  it  has  been, 
shown — ^that  the  House  is  the  ultimate  judge 
of  the  correctness  of' its  own. Journal,  and  it 
has  a  right  to  inquire,  whether  the  Speaker  haa 
corrected  it,  as  he  has  the  power  to  do,  or 
altered  it  without  authority.  How,  then,  is 
the  House  to  exercise  this  right,  if  you  with- 
hold the  data  upon  which  its  decision  must  be 
founded  ?  Shall  members  inquire  among  them- 
selves for  the  facts,  with  a  view  to  the  correc- 
tion of  mistakes  or  faults?  One  will  answer, 
he  was  absent;  another,  he  was  engaged;  a 
third,  he  was  inattentive. 

Apply  to  the  Clerk,  and  he  will  say  his  duties 
are  so  numerous,  and  so  many  the  subjects  he 
is  forced  to  record,  that,  if  he  must  shut  his 
eyes  to  the  Journal,  he  can  give  you  no  account 
of  the  matter;  but,  if  you  will  allow  him  to 
read  from  the  Journal  itself^  he  can  divest  it  of 
interlineations  and  erasures,  and  tell  you  how 
it  originally  stood.  It  is  only  by  a  comparison 
of  the  Journal,  after  it  has  received  the  correc- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  with  what  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  that  you  can  be  prepared 
to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  their  corrections.  Suppose  a  mischievous  or 
malignant  individual  were,  covertly,  to  find  ac- 
cess to  your  records,  and  should  vitiate  them 
by  blots  and  scrawls.  When  you  sought  to 
restore  them  to  their  true  shape,  would  you 
not  call  upon  the  Gerk  to  decipher  to  yon 
tlieir  original  reading?  The  case  is  perfectly 
paridlel,  if  an  officer  of  the  House  have  so  alter- 
ed the  Journal  that  it  no  longer  retains  its  true 
form. 

I  have  considered  it  a  duty  to  say  thus  much, 
by  way  of  preface  to  the  resolutions  I  offer.  I 
will  only  add,  if  the  Speaker  has  done  that 
which  he  ought  not  to  have  done,  it  comports 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  assert  its  own 
rights.  Let  us  ever  cling  to  truth  and  justice, 
and  resist  even  their  slightest  violation  with  the 
utmost  pertinacity. 

Mr.  R.  then  handed  the  foUowmg  resolutions 
to  the  Chair :, 

JResolredj  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  under 
the  rules  of  the  Honse,  to  examine  and  correct  the 
Journals  of  the  House. 

Jiesolred,  That  the  House  possesses  the  right  to 
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inqiiire  into  and  decide  npon  the  propriety  of  any 
correction  which  may  be  made  by  the  Speaker. 

Besoivedj  That  the  erasures  made  by  the  Speaker 
in  the  Journal  of  the  11th  Jannaiy  are  cUterationt  and 
not  correcUonB^  inasmuch  as  the  Journal,  in  its  original 
fimn,  correiponds  with  the  fact  intended  to  be  de- 
scribed, via:  that  a  petition  from  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was 
presented  by  a  member  from  South  Carolina. 

The  Spkaksb  having  propoanded  the  ques- 
tion, "  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
&ese  resolutions?"  it  was  decided — ^yeas  47, 
nays  96. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the 
resolutions. 


Tttesdat,  January  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky, 
HzssT  Clat,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 


Monday,  January,  22. 
Treasury  Eeport 
The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Tkeasubt  Depabtscestt,  Jaiu  19, 1821. 
Sis  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  KepresentatiTes,  of  the  fourth  instant,  instructing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  House 
**"  a  statement  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  Jannaiy,  1821,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  on  that  day,**  I 
hare  the  honor  to  state,  that  there  was  in  the  Treas- 
my  on  that  daj  the  sum  of  $1,076,261  18,  and  in 
the  hand4  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  War  and 
Nary  Deportments,  the  sum  of  |1,050,878  26,  viz : 
For  the  War  Department,  $151,373  29  ;  and  for  the 
Navy  Department,  $799,004  96. 

Of  the  sum  of  $1,076,271  18,  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  first  of  January,  1821,  $500,000  were  paid  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  80th  of  De- 
cember, 1820,  but  which  were  payable  on  the  first 
day  of  Jannaiy  thereafter,  and  were  estimated  in  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  1821.  If  this  sum  is 
deducted,  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day 
wia  be  $576,271  18.  If  it  is  considered  a  part  of 
the  receipts  of  1820,  the  estimated  receipts  for  1821 
will  be  diminished  by  that  amount.  With  this  ex- 
planation, it  will  not  be  material  whether  it  is  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  one  or  the  other  year  ;  liie  gen- 
eral result  of  the  two  years  will  be  the  same. 

The  receipts  of'  the  fourth  quarter,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  payments  made  at  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans, in  the  two  last  weeks  of  December,  1820,  and 
in  the  whole  month  at  most  of  the  land  offices,  are 
ascertained  to  be  $4,045,585  99.  In  the  annual  re- 
port, the  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter  were  estimated 
at  $^d^430,000 ;  the  actual  receipts,  therefore,  exceed 
those  that  were  estimated  by  $615,585  99,  and  by 
$115,585  99,  if  the  ptiyment  made  by  the  bank  on 
the  dOth  of  December  be  deducted  from  the  receipts 
of  1820. 

If  the  Bom  of  $615,585  99  be  added  to  the  sum  of 
$5,417,830  83,  which  was  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
2Ijt  December,  1820,  to  be  the  aggregate  means 


for  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year,  the  amount  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Treasury,  in  that  quarter,  will 
be  ai:^ented  to  $6,033,416  82. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  payments  fVom  the  Treas- 
ury, during  that  quarter,  have  amounted  to  $4,957,- 
145  24,  which,  being  deducted  &om  the  estimated 
means  of  that  quarter,  will  leave  in  the  Treasury,  as 
already  stated,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1821,  the 
sum  of  $1,076,271  18.  But  if  the  $500,000,  paid 
by  the  bank,  be  deducted  from  the  receipts  of  1820, 
the  balance  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1821,  will 
be,  as  has  already  been  stated,  $576,271  18. 

The  demands  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
1820,  in  order  to  complete  the  service  of  that  year, 
and  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  the  several  appro- 
priations were  made,  and  which  are  not  included  in 
the  foregoing  sum  of  $4,957,145  24,  which  amounts 
to  $4,707,987  96,  viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous,  (being  the 
difference  between  the  sum  of  $1,407,213  56,  esti- 
mated to  be  paid  in  the  fourth  quarter,  and  the  sum 
actually  paid,)         ....     $855,905  20 

Public  debt,        -        -        -        -  2,076,918  15 

War  Department,         -        -        -      665,164  61 

Navy  Department,  -  -  -  1,110,000  00 
Which  leaves  an  excess  of  demand  beyond  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  of  $3,681,716  78,  and  of 
$4,131,716  78,  if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank 
be  deducted  from  the  payments  into  the  Treasury  in 
the  year  1820. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  if  the  sum  of 
$2,076,918  15,  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  has  not  been 
pressed  for  payment,  it  has  been  the  result  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  that  stock,  and 
of  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  nation,  that  such 
forbearance  will  not  operate  to  their  injury.  The 
other  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  which  were  esti- 
mated as  a  charge  upon  \\  in  the  fourth  ^quarter  of 
the  year  1820,  and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
estimates  of  the  expenditure  for  1821,  and  which 
constitute  a  part  of  the  deficit  above  stated,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  be  demanded  of  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  sums  m  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, exceed  the  estimate  of  them,  annexed  to 
the  estimates  of  the  service  of  the  year  1821.  These 
moneys  are  drawn  from  the  agent,  as  the  demands 
upon  the  respective  departments  are  presented,  or  re- 
quisitions from  the  disbursing  officers  of  those  de- 
partments are  received.  The  amount  drawn  from 
the  agent  depends,  therefore,  upon  contingencies 
over  which  the  heads  of  those  departments  have  no 
control,  and  mav  exceed  or  fall  short  of  any  estimate 
made  by  them  tor  any  definite  period  of  time. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state,  that,  in  contem- 
plation of  law,  money  is  not  considered  to  be  in  the 
Treasuiy  until  a  warrant  is  issued  by  the  Secretaiy 
and  receipted  by  the  Treasurer,  for  the  sums  paid  by 
the  receiving  officers  into  the  bank ;  but,  for  the 
practical  purposes  of  the  Treasuiy,  all  sums  paid 
into  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  are  consid- 
ered by  him  to  be  in  the  Treasuiy.  Generally,  the 
warrants  covering  the  money  received  on  account  of 
the  Government  are  issued  quarterly  for  all  simis  re- 
ceived during  the  quarter.  These  warrants  are 
usually  issued  about  two  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  quarter,  as  the  payments  made  into  the  bonks 
which  are  the  depositories  of  the  public  money  are 
not  ascertained  sooner. 

The  statements  which  accompany  this  letter  are 
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ezplanatoiy  of  the  views  which  it  presents,  or  afford 
ioformadon  connected  with  them,  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed may  be  nsefnl. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  &c., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  John  Tatlob, 

Speaker  of  the  House  qf  EepruentaHvet, 

The  report  was  read,  and,  with  the  docu- 
ments, referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Eeduetion  of  the  Army. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MoOuLLOuaH  moved  ftirther  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill  (as  recited  on  the 
Journal  of  the  18th  instant)  by  expunging  from 
the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  thereof  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz:  "each  with  the  ruik,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  hereto- 
fore prescribed  by  law ; "  and  also,  from  the 
eighth  and  ninth  Imes  thereof  the  words  "  with 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum ; " 
and  also,  after  the  word  "purchases"  in  the 
tenth  line,  the  following  words :  "  whose  com- 
pensation shall  not  exceed  two  and  a  half  per 
centum  on  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by  him, 
nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num ;  and  also,  from  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth lines^  the  words  "  to  be  compensated  as 
heretofore;"  also,  after  the  words  "surgeon 
general,"  in  the  sixteenth  line,  the  words  "  with 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  dolLars  per  aqnum ; " 
and  also,  after  the  words  "  apothecary  general," 
in  the  seventeenth  line,  the  words  "with  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum:" 
and  to  add  to  the  section  the  following  words, 
viz :  "the  said  several  officers  to  hold  &e  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  which  now  are,  or  here- 
after may  be,  orescribed  by  law." 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
MoGuixouGH,  Rich,  MgLeav,  Bubton^  Floyd, 
Bbush,  and  Msbosb,  took  part,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  MoOuLLOTTOH  was  negatived,  first  on  the 
question  of  inserting,  and  then  on  striking  out 
the  existing  compensations. 

Mr.  Bbush  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  general,"  after  "  Quartermaster,"  so  that  there 
should  be  a  Quartermaster  without  the  addition 
of  "  general,"  the  rank  of  general  being  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  from  the  office. — ^Negatived. 

Mr.  EiTBiis  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  place  the  deputy  commissaries 
and  quartermasters  on  the  footing  on  which 
they  will  be  found  to  staad  in  the  amended  bill, 
instead  of  that  in  which  they  stood  in  the  ori- 
ginal bilL 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  51  to  47. 

The  question  having  been  then  stated  on  or- 
dering the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Babboxtb  and  Mr.  Mbbobb  addressed  the 
House,  each  at  great  length ;  the  first  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  the  latter  against  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 


bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  de- 
cided as  follows : 

Yeas. — Meflgrs.  Abbot^  Adams,  Alexander,  Alkn 
of  Massachoaetta,  Allen  of  New  YoA,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Brown, 
Biyan,  Baffiun,  Bmton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Camion,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craf^  Craw- 
ford, Culpeper,  Cnshman,  Dane,  Demuson,  Eaile, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  C(Hmecticat,  Edwards  of  NorA 
Carolhm,  Eustis,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gametk, 
Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pemisylvaniay 
GuyoD,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart^ 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kendall,  iOnaley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  livennore, 
Maday,  McCoy,  McCreaiy,  McCnllongh,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Mosely,  Muiray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachnsetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Plnmer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richaixis,  Rich- 
mond, Ross,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrill,  Tomlinson,  Trac^, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Can>. 
Una,  1^^1er,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood— 109. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of  Lon- 
isiana.  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
Ungton,  Davidson,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorimm, 
Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mo« 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  S. 
Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia^ 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  ol 
New  York,  Udiee,  Wallaoe,  Wendover,  and  Whit- 
^7. 


So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  as  amended. 


TnuBSDAY,  January  28. 
Eeduetion  of  the  Army. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  rednction  of  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  SncBiNS  rose,  and  spoke  against  the  pas- 
sage of  tiie  bill,  ana  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  supported  it. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  assigned  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  bill,  though  not 
opposed  to  a  proper  reduction  of  the  Military 
Establishment. 

Mr.  EvBTis  replied  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  defend- 
ed the  bill  in  regard  to  some  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Nklson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill  in 
toto,  in  its  objects  and  in  its  details,  as  contrary 
to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  BiOH  briefly  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  stated  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  country  called  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  *< 
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then  taken  hj  yeas  and  nayS)  and  decided  in 
the  affinnatiTe— 109  to  48,  as  follows : 

Tkas.-— Henn.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  MuBKhiuetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
oeaaee,  Archer  of  Vixgiaia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bajlj,  Beecher  Brown,  Bryan,  Bnfi^im,  Bnrton, 
Borwell,  Bntier  of  New  Hampdiire,  Campbell,  C1&- 
gett,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craflte,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper, 
Cnahman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwaids  of 
Coimectieat,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enstia,  Fay, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Graj,  Grow  of  New  Yo^, 
Gross  of  PeimaylTania,  Gnjon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  Yotk,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hen- 
dridES,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnaon,  Jones  of  Ya.,  Einsey, 
Snslejr,  Lathzop^  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay,  Mo- 
Ccj,  McCreary,  McCollongh,  Mallaiy,  Maichand, 
Meigs,  Metealf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  T. 
L  Moore,  Morton,  Moselj,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Maasaehnaetta,  Patterson,  PhiUon,  Pitcher,  Pin- 
mer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  lUch,  Blchaida,  Rich- 
mond, Ross,  Roaa,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Southard, 
Stereos,  Tarr,  Teirell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tocker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Upham,  Van  Beziaaelaer,  Warfield,  Williama  of  Vir- 
g;inia,  and  Wood — 109. 

Kats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Baldwin,  Bkomfield,  Brevard,  Brash,  Batler  of 
Loniaiaiia,  Caae,  Clark,  Cook,  CroweU,  Cnthbert, 
Darlington,  Davidsoii,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gror- 
ham,  Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McLaoe  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mer- 
cer, S.  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Massachusette,  Parker  of  Virgmia,  Pinclmey,  Reed, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkina, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Yiiginia,  Smith  of  North  CaroUna,  Storrs,  Street^ 
Strong  of  New  Yoric,  Udroe,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and 
Whitman— 48. 

Cknamodore  Perry^s  Family. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
for  the  relief  of  the  &mily  of  the  late  Oliver 
Hazard  Perry,  and  to  provide  for  the  edncation 
of  his  children  at  the  pnblio  expense. 

The  bill  havins  been  read  throngh — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  who  declined 
ooeopying  the  time  of  the  House  by  speaking  on 
the  subject,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled,  so 
ss  to  make  the  proposed  allovrance  to  be  $860 
per  aonnm  for  toe  mother  of  the  late  Commo- 
dore Peny,  $400  for  his  widow,  (during  life,  or 
until  in  ermarriage,)  and  $150  for  each  of  the 
children,  until  they  arrive  at  twenty-one  years 
of  ^e.  The  whole  amount  proposed  to  be  an- 
nually appropriated  being  $1,880,  the  estimat- 
ed amount  of  half  the  pay  which  Oonmiodore 
Peny,  whilst  living,  would  have  enjoyed  whilst 
on  eeparate  command. 

Mr.  Hasddt  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill 
except  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof;  a  provision,  allowing  to  the  family  of 
Commodore  Perry  half-pay  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  being,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  amount  which 
tbej  would  have  received  had  Commodore 
Perry  fallen  in  battle. 


On  this  motion  there  arose  a  short  debate. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Habdot  was  negatived,  on 
a  division,  by  apparently  a  lai^  minority. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
biU. 

The  House  having  concurred  in  filling  the 
blanks  as  reported  from  the  committee — 

Mr.  HAKDm  renewed  the  motion  he  had 
made  in  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were, 
for  the  amendment  62,  agamat  it  82. 

So  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Olay,  though  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill,  objected  to  that  part  of  it  pro- 
posing an  allowance  of  $880  per  annum,  during 
life,  to  the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  and,  on  his 
motion,  that  part  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  RAin)0LPH  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  allowance  of  $400  per  annum  to  the  widow 
of  Commodore  Perry,  with  a  view  to  make  it 
$780,  by  adding  to  it  the  $880  just  stricken 
out ;  so  that  the  amount  to  the  family  should 
be  the  same,  though  the  distribution  would  be 
different 

The  motion  of  2dx.  B.  was  negatived,  by  a 
vote  of  69  to  52. 

On  the  question  for  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  demanded  by  Mr.  Bbush,  there  were,  for 
the  bill  76,  against  it  62. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


WxDNEBDAT,  January  24. 
Fugitive  Slaves, 
Among  the  papers  offered  during  the  preeen« 
tation  of  memorials  to-day,  was  the  following, 
presented  by  Mr.  Bboww,  of  Kentucky : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  present  General 
Assembly  that  many  negroes  and  persons  of  color,  the 
property  of  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  es- 
caped from  their  lawful  owners  into  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  are  there  protected  firom  recapture  by 
the  subjects  of  His  Migesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
residing  in  said  province  of  Canada :  And  whereas 
the  practice  of  concealing  and  comitenancing  slaves 
that  thus  escape  from  their  lawful  owners,  tends 
greatly  to  the  injuiy  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and, 
if  persevered  in,  may  lead  to  unhappy  consequences 
between  the  subjects  of  his  said  Mi\}esty*s  Govern- 
ment and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States : 

Besolved,  therefore^  That  it  is  the  opinion  and  de- 
sire of  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  invite  the  attention  of 
the  British  Government  to  this  subject,  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, procure  arrangements  to  be  made,  on  the 
part  of  that  Government,  for  tho  restoration  of  such 
fugitive  slaves  as  shsll  have  heretofore  escaped,  or 
may  hereafter  escape,  from  their  lawful  owners, 
(being  citizens  of  the  United  States,)  into  any  of  his 
said  Majesty's  North  American  dominions.  And  the 
Governor  is  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  of 
tile  United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  fix>m  this  State,  copies 
of  the  foregoing  resolution. 
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The  Speaker  stated  that,  acoording  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  this  resolution  oould  not  be 
received,  not  being  '*  addressed  to  the  House;" 
though  the  subject  might  readily  be  brought 
before  the  House  in  a  different  form.  Upon 
which,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  the  resolution,  with 
the  intention  of  presenting  the  subject  to  the 
House  in  a  different  shape. 

Admission  of  Missouri — Mr.  EusAvPs  JSesohition. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Evstis,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Besolved  hy  the  Senaie  and  Heme  of  RepraenUatxoee 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congren  auembkd, 

and  it  is  hereby  declared,  That,  the day  of 

next  ensuing,  the  State  of  Miaeonri  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatsoever :  Provided, 
That  80  much  of  the  26th  section  of  the  3d  article  of 
the  constitution  of  said  State,  presented  to  Congress 
at  the  present  session,  as  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  be  necessaiy 
"  to  prevent  firee  negroes  and  mulattoes  firom  coming 
to  and  settling  in  this  State,  under  any  pretext  what- 
soever," shall,  on  or  before  that  day,  have  been  ex- 
punged therefrom. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  EirsTis  stated  the  objects  he  had  in 
view  in  moving  this  resolution  to  be,  to  remove 
the  only  objection  which  he  had  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  to  give  facility 
and  despatch  to  the  admission  of  the  State  into 
the  Union,  and  thereby  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  thisquestion  ever  again  coming  before. 
Congress.  These  were  his  only  motives,  and  he 
had,  in  moving  the  resolution,  acted  without 
consulting  with  any  one  else.  Foreseeing  a 
difficulty  in  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  the 
amendment  might  be  made,  he  had*left  that  a 
question  for  separate  consideration,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  dedsion  on  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Having  introduced  the  resolution  with  a 
sense  of  duty,  should  it  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  House,  he  should  be  entirely 
satisfied  with  having  in  proposing  it,  performed 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eusns  the  blanks  in  the 
resolution  were  filled  with  the  first  of  October 
next. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution, 
in  order  to  take  up  that  from  the  Senate,  under 
the  impression  that  doing  so  would  £Eunlitate  a 
final  decision  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  LowKDBS  suggested  that  in  all  probability 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  this  course,  as  the 
same  question  now  before  the  House  mighty  and 
probably  would  be,  brought  up  by  a  motion  to 
amend  the  resolve  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived. 

No  debate  arising — 

The  Ohurman  put  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a  large 
mcgority. 


The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
decision  to  the  House. 

The  SpEAXEsput  tiie  question  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  made  in  committee,  (by  filling 
the  blanks  in  the  resolution.) 

It  bemff  objected  that  tlie  report  of  the  com- 
mittee had  been  to  r^eet  the  resolution — 

The  Spkaxeb  decided  that  no  committee, 
whether  select  or  of  the  whole  House,  has  the 
power  of  r^ectmg  any  bill  or  resolution  refer* 
red  to  it  Sills  and  resolutions  are  referred  to 
committees  to  be  discussed  and  amended  or  not, 
and  not  to  be  agreed  to  or  r^ected  in  form, 
though  sometimes  virtually  rejected  by  striking 
out  tibeir  vital  parts.* 

The  decision  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Rak- 
DOLPH,  Mr.  Babbottb,  and  Mr.  Oobb,  but  justi- 
fied by  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  in  part  at  least  by 
Mr.  Lowndes.  In  the  end,  however,  no  appeal 
was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whol&— 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "  Shall  the  res- 
olution be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?" 
and  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6,  nays 
146. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

After  a  pause — 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  gave  notice,  that,  if  no 
other  gentleman  made  any  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  on  the  day  after  to-morrow 
move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolution  from  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Missouri. 


Thubsdat,  January  26. 
Occupation  of  the  Columbia  Bioer, 
Mr.  Flotd,  ftom  the  oommittee  appointed  on 
the  19th  ultimo  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of 
the  settlements  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  into 
the  expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia 
Biver,  made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Columbia  Biver,  and  to  regulate  the  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States 
and  territories  thereof;  which  bUl,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  was  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refeired  the  resolii'- 
tion  of  the  19th  of  Deoember,  1820,  to  inqnire  Into 
the  ffltnation  of  the  settlement  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
wad  the  expediency  of  oconpying  the  Colombia  River, 
report :  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  uiem,  and,  finom  every  oonaderation 

*  ^  If  it  be  a  paper  referred  to  theaif  (a  oommittoe,  -whe- 
ther select  or  of  tne  whole.)  they  proceed  to  put  questions 
of  amendment,  If  propoeea,  but  no  final  questions  on  the 
whole ;  beoaoaa  all  parts  of  the  paper,  having  been  adopted 
by  the  House,  stand  of  course,  unless  altered  or  struck  oni 
by  a  vote.  Even  if  they  are  opposed  to  the  whole  paper, 
and  think  it  cannot  be  made  good  by  amendment^  they 
cannot  reject  it^  but  must  report  it  back  to  the  House  with* 
out  amendments,  and  there  make  their  opposition.*' — 
J^ereon'e  MantuU, 
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'width  they  ha^e  been  able  to  bestow  upon  it,  belieye, 
from  the  usage  of  all  nations,  previous  and  subse- 
quent to  the  discovery  of  America,  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  be  weU  founded ;  nor  have  they 
b«enable  to  ascertain  that  any  other  Government 
than  Spain  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  it,  from 
Cape  Horn  to  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

When  this  continent  was  first  made  known  to  Eu- 
rope, by  the  bold  and  enterprising  genius  of  Christo- 
pher Ccdnmbos,  it  seemed  for  a  long  time  conceded 
that  the  Spanish  monarchy,  which  alone  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  listen  to  his  plans  and  propositions, 
was  most  entitled  to  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
foooeasfiil  issae  of  his  undertaking.  Though  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  who,  at  that  time,  filled  the  throne 
of  that  cotmtiy,  did  not  rest  their  title  upon  the  tacit 
consent  of  other  nations,  or  even  upon  their  armies  or 
fleet,  which  vras;,  at  that  period,  formidable,  and  well 
pfO¥ided ;  but,  instructed  by  the  example  of  the  Por- 
tognese,  who  had  obtained  a  grant  for  all  countries 
east  of  the  Azores,  from  pole  to  pole,  they  obtained  a 
similar  grant  from  the  Boman  Pontiff  of  all  the  terri- 
tories they  wished  to  occupy  west  of  the  same  point, 
as  the  superstition  of  the  times  conferred  on  him  a 
right  of  dominion  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
Thus,  in  viztae  of  his  power,  as  the  vicar  and  repre- 
sentative of  Jesns  Christ,  did  Alexander  VI.,  in  1498, 
grant  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  full  right,  aU  the 
coontries  inhabited  by  ixifidels,  which  Siey  had  or 
should  discover. 

Enormous  as  the  power  was,  which  the  Popes  then 
exercised,  it  was  recognized  and  submitted  to  by  the 
mooarehs  of  that  day,  and  considered  as  having  vest- 
ed in  Spain  a  title  which  they  deemed  completely 
vahd,  and  authorized  her  to  extend  her  discoveries 
and  establish  her  dominion  over  a  great  portion  of 
the  new  woiid.  The  Spanish  Crown,  as  well  as  in- 
dividuals^ the  subjects  of  that  power,  continued  to  fit 
oat  ships  for  voyages  of  discovery,  and,  in  the  space 
of  a  few  years,  had  visited  varioos  parts  of  the  coast 
of  America,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  many  de- 
grees south  of  the  equinoctial  line,  taking  possession, 
acoording  to  the  custom  of  that  day,  in  the  name  of 
the  Spanish  Sing.  Nor  was  their  zeal  for  discovery 
ooofined  to  the  Atbmidc  shore  alone ;  parties,  xmder 
daring  and  enterpriring  leaders,  penetrated  far  into 
tilie  interior  of  the  continent,  and  even  to  the  shores 
of  the  Padfic  Ocean,  wresting  by  violence  the  rich 
Empiiea  of  Pern  and  Mexico  from  the  peaceful  and 
legitimate  sovereigns  who  reigned  over  them,  and 
saaexed  them  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  by  the  triple 
tide  of  eonqqest,  discovery,  and  the  grant  of  the 
Pope. 

So  neH  satisfied  do  the  rest  of  Europe  seem  to  have 
been  of  the  zights  of  Spain,  derived  finom  such  high 
■athflrity,  tiiat  they  permitted  her  to  progress  unmo- 
lested in  her  career  of  discovery  and  conquest  for 
many  yean,  until  she  had  acquired  the  undisputed 
poMWiwim  of  most  of  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
Ameika,  and  the  whole  shore  of  the  Pacific,  as  high 
as  the  northera  extremity  of  California,  and,  as  they 
afliimed,  after  they  came  in  possession  of  Louisiana, 
to  a  point  fiu  to  the  northward  of  that. 

Ihoa^  discoveries  were  firequently  made  of  coun- 
tries axnong  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile,  where  na- 
tne  seemed  to  invite  the  industry  of  man  to  the  en- 
jojment  of  luxuriant  abundance,  yet  none  seemed  to 
snest  the  attention  of  either  Government  or  people, 
but  tikoee  whkh  contained  the  predons  metals ;  this 


morbid  thirst  for  gold  may  be  the  cause  why  no  set- 
tlements were  made  north  of  CaUfomia,  as  no  metal 
of  that  description  is  believed  to  be  found  in  that 
region. 

About  this  tame  it  became  the  interest  of  the  Brit- 
ish Crown  to  think  differently  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion from  the  See  of  Rome,  and,  separating  entirely 
from  it,  assumed  the  right  of  annexing  to  their  Crown 
all  the  territories  discovered  by  their  subjects,  and  of 
bestowiQg  them  by  charter  upon  individuals.  To  this 
end,  grants  were  issued  by  Elizabeth  in  the  year  1678 
and  1584,  the  one  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  other 
to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which  were  limited  to  a  cer- 
tain number  of  leagues,  but  those  issued  in  1606, 
1608,  and  1611,  by  James  L,  in  the  charters  for  Vir- 
ginia, were  declared  to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of 
country  from  thirty-four  to  forty-five  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  extending  from  sea  to  sea,  always  excepting 
the  territories  of  any  Christian  Prince  or  people. 

It  is  believed  that  when  these  charters  were  grant- 
ed by  the  Monarchs  of  England,  they  were  not  well 
apprised  of  the  extent  of  country  they  were  giving 
away,  but  frx>m  their  reservations,  in  regard  to  the 
title  of  Christian  Princes  or  people,  they  were  ap- 
prised of  the  title  of  Spain  upon  the  western  ocean, 
though  not  mformed  of  its  extent ;  as  it  is  evident 
frx>m  the  words  Christian  and  infidel  often  occurring, 
both  in  the  charters  of  the  Monarchs  and  the  bulls  of 
the  Pope,  the  legitimate  sovereigns,  as  well  as  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  in  that  day,  were  considered  as 
possessing  no  rights.  With  whatever  care  they  avoid- 
ed collisions  with  each  other  respecting  territory 
which  might  produce  a  war  with  a  power  equally 
skilled  in  the  military  art  with  themselves,  they  were 
not  scrupulous  in  dispossessing  the  natives  of  both 
Americas  of  their  country,  all  of  whom  were  as  brave, 
as  generous,  and  magnanimous  as  themselves,  and 
some  of  whom  as  far  advanced  in  civilization  and  the 
arts  of  peace,  though  not  professing  to  be  Christians, 
or  skilled  in  war. 

The  opinion  of  Europe  undergoing  another  change 
upon  the  subject  of  discoveries  in  unknown  regions, 
they  were  now  reduced  to  a  more  definite  and  reason- 
able extent,  consequently,  in  a  few  years,  a  third  mode 
of  obtaining  territory  came  to  be  admitted  by  all  as 
the  basis  on  which  ihey  could  safely  rely  for  a  just 
decision  of  their  claims,  should  difficulties  present 
themselves ;  and  one  which,  to  a  moderate  extent, 
gave  to  all  nations  the  benefit  of  their  own  labors. 
By  this  rule,  too,  all  the  territory  thus  acquired  was 
vested  in  the  State  rather  than  the  Crown,  which 
Spanish  jurisprudence,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Pope,  seemed  to  consider. 

Hence,  the  power  which  discovered  a  country  was 
entitled  to  the  whole  extent  of  soil  watered  by  the 
springs  of  the  principal  riter  or  water  course  passing 
through  it,  provided  there  was  settlement  made,  or 
possession  taken,  with  the  usual  formalities,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Government  to  whom 
the  individual  owed  allegiance.  Though  the  tacit 
consent  of  all  seemed  to  yield  the  sovereignty  from 
sea  to  sea,  where  no  settlement  or  express  possession 
was  had  of  an  intermediate  country ;  and  such  right 
was  held  good  to  the  whole  extent,  but  not  wholly 
confirmed  until  another  settlement  was  made  at  a 
distinct  point  upon  the  same  territory  beyond  the 
water  of  the  first,  or  so  distant  as  not  manifestly  to 
encroach  upon  the  establishments  of  the  coast;  other 
powers,  though,  might  avail  themselves  of  the  failure 
of  the  first  to  occupy  another  principal  stream,  or 
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distant  point,  and  become  thereby  vested  with  a  foil 
right  of  soveraignty.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
condition  of  America  nntil  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1812 ;  since  which  time  all  treaties  have  yielded  to 
the  difierent  powers,  in  fnll  right,  all  they  claimed, 
either  by  settlement,  or  ftom  the  failure  of  others  to 
occupy  the  principal  streams  when  they  might  do 
so.  There  is  now  no  longer  tenitoiy  to  be  obtained 
by  settlement  or  discovery ;  and  if  there  shonld  be 
any  difficulty,  it  will  be  where  the  different  limits 
of  the  different  powers  shall  be  fixed. 

Impressed  with  a  belief,  that,  under  this  mode, 
valuable  possessions  might  be  added  to  the  French 
monarchy,  it  is  presumed  Sieurs  Joliet  and  Marquette 
penetrated  the  unknown  wilderness  from  CsAada, 
and  discovered  the  Mississippi  so  long  ago  as  the  year 
1673,  and  explored  it  down  to  the  Arkansas,  ret- 
haps,  encoun^^ed  by  their  success^  a  few  years  after, 
Hennepin  visited  ^ose  regions,  and  pursued  that 
river  to  its  mouth.  His  representations,  with  other 
com»iderations,  two  years  after,  induced  M.  de  la 
Salle  and  M.  Tonti  to  descend  that  river  with  a  consid- 
erable force  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  they  are  be- 
lieved to  have  built  the  fort  during  that  trip,  the 
bricks  and  other  remains  of  which  are  now  to  be  seen 
on  the  first  high  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mls- 
sissippi,  below  the  mouth  of  the  White  River. 

Aiber  this  period,  in  1685,  M.  de  la  Salle,  being  on 
his  return  from  France,  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Bio  Colorado,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  and  planted 
a  considerable  colony  there,  taking  possession,  In  due 
and  solemn  form,  in  the  name  of  the  French  King. 
Such  were  the  discoveries  which  gave  to  France  the 
countiy  called  Louisiana,  from  the  Bio  Grande  del 
Norte,  being  the  next  great  river  to  the  west  of  that 
settlement,  along  the  mountains  of  Mexico  and  Spain 
west,  as  the  western  limits,  and  California  as  the 
eastern  boundary.  That  fSnnce,  and  all  other  na- 
tions interested  in  its  boundary,  considered  it  in  the 
same  light,  is  ascertained  in  various  ways^  to  the 
conviction  of  the  most  incredulous. 

In  consequence  of  these  settlements  and  discoveries 
of  the  French,  Louis  XIY.  granted,  by  letters  patent, 
in  the  year  1712,  to  Anthony  Crozat,  the  exclusive 
commerce  of  that  oonntiy,  and  defines  its  boundary, 
declaring  that  it  comprehends  all  lands,  coasts,  and 
islands,  situated  in  theGulf  of  Mexico,  between  Caro- 
lina on  the  east,  and  Old  and  New  Mexico  on  the 
west  The  fVench  title  to  these  boundaries  is  further 
established  by  the  Chevalier  de  Champigny,  who 
lived  in  the  country,  and  declares  Louisiana  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Bio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  mountains 
of  Mexico.  This  i4>pears  to  be  the  opinion  of  other 
writers,  who,  it  is  presumed,  had  the  most  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  among  them  we  find 
that  intelligent  statesman,  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
in  a  work  entitled  an  Historical  and  Political  Memoir 
of  Louisiana,  where  he  says,  it  is  bounded  by  Florida 
on  the  east,  and  by  Mexico  on  the  west  The  same 
extent  is  assigned  to  it  by  Don  Antonio  de  Alcedo, 
an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  service  of  Spain,  en- 
titled "  Diccionario  Geografico  Historico  de  las  In- 
dias  Occidentals  6  America,**  Don  Thomas  Lopes, 
geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in  a  map  published 
in  1762,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  which  is  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  De  lisle,  of  the  Royal  Acadrany  of 
Paris,  in  the  year  1782. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  so  many  respectable  writers, 
many  of  whom  were  in  the  employment  of  both 
France  and  Spain,  not  to  mention  the  authority  of 


Dn  Pratz,  it  is  believed  the  United  States  may  with 
safety  rely,  they  having,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of 
1808,  become  possessed  of  the  French  title.  If,  how- 
ever, there  exists  any  obscurity  in  the  boundary  of 
that  province,  Spain,  with  whom  it  is  supposed  tiie 
title  confficts,  has  no  right  to  dum  any  benefit  aris- 
ing from  it,  as  all  the  writers  and  geographers  above 
referred  to  agree  in  fixing  Mexico,  New  Spain,  the 
Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  mountains  of  Mexico, 
as  the  true  boundary  anterior  to  the  treaty  of  176dL 
If  she,  then,  by  treaty,  obtuned  &om  France  that 
country,  widi  uiese  limits,  as  asserted  by  France,  and 
different  ones  not  being  stipulated  for  by  her,  ahe 
cannot  now,  with  any  shadow  of  justice,  propose 
others.  Moreover,  Spain,  by  the  Treaty  of  St  Ilde- 
fonso,  retroceded  this  same  country  to  France,  with 
the  same  extent  of  boundary  it  had  when  ori^nally 
in  her  possesdon,  thereby  confirming  to  franoe, 
without  doubt,  all  she  originally  claims  particnlariy, 
as  no  notice  is  there  taken  of  the  invididity  of  the 
original  French  title  to  the  full  extent  of  their  claim ; 
at  all  events^  it  is  believed,  if  there  was  diffienlty  in 
regard  to  it,  during' this  last  transfer  would  have  been 
the  time  to  acQust  it ;  or,  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  it 
thought,  as  well  as  candor  and  good  faith,  she  has 
not,  or  ought  not,  to  be  permitted  to  insist  upon  other 
boundaries.  That  law,  in  one  place,  declares,  that 
**  if  the  party  making  tiiem  (meaning  grants  or  ces- 
sions) fuls  to  ex{n!ess  himself  clearly  imd  plainly,  it 
is  tlfe  worse  fi>r  him ;  he  cannot  be  allowed  to  intro- 
duce, subsequently,  restrictions  which  he  has  not 
expressed." 

It  is  proper,  before  this  part  of  the  subject  is  passed 
over,  to  remark,  that,  from  the  examination  of  the 
best  records  of  the  times,  from  the  discovery  of  Amer- 
ica until  the  year  1763,  the  buU  of  the  Pope  rather 
gave  a  title  to  the  counlzy,  Ae  coast  of  which  had 
been  examined  by  the  Spaniards^  than  confirmed,  be- 
yond the  participation  of  other  nations,  the  hemi- 
sphere west  of  the  Aiores ;  but,  where  an  extensiTe 
coast  had  been  discovered  by  them,  and  no  settle- 
ment attempted  previous  to  1768,  that  coast,  and  its 
extended  interior,  has  been  considered  the  property 
of  the  nation  so  discovering  it ;  or  disooveiing  the  in* 
terior,  the  unoccupied  coasts  becomes  a  part 

Great  Britain,  as  was  her  interest,  maintained  for 
a  long  time  the  old  notion  of  a  right  to  grant  hy 
charter  all  the  countries  fix)m  sea  to  sea,  where  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  territory  of  any  Christian 
Prince  or  people;  and  her  obstinate  adherence  to 
that  system  is  considered  as  largely  oontributiBg  to 
the  production  of  the  war  of  1755,  when  she  was  op- 
posed by  France  and  Spain,  as  granting  away  almost 
all  Mexico  and  the  French  possessions,  ooth  claimiiw 
much  of  ihe  intermediate  conntiy,  and  the  coast  or 
the  Pacific.  Great  Britsin,  at  the  dose  of  that  war, 
abandoned  her  pretensions,  and  gave  manifestations 
of  her  sincerity,  by  revoking  the  first  charter  granted 
to  Georgia,  and  in  the  second,  in  1764,  limitMl  it  to 
the  Minissippi,  and  agreed,  in  1768,  to  limit  her 
whole  territory  to  that  river  in  the  west 

Where  territory  has  been  acquired,  as  already 
shown,  upon  any  coast,  and  the  same  coast  is  actual- 
ly settled,  or  occupied  by  another  power,  at  each  a 
distance  as  not  manifestly  to  encroach  upon  the  first, 
the  point  equidistant  from  either  is  considered  as  the 
utmost  limits  of  each.  This  principle,  it  is  believed, 
was  fixed  and  settled  by  all  the  most  impoitant 
treaties  which  have  engaged  the  powers  of  Eoiopo 
in  afEurs  appertaining,  m  anyway,  to  powcasions  in 
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this  ocKintjy,  and,  it  ib  believed,  was  acted  upon  and 
aanctkiped,  not  only  bj  the  treaty  of  1768,  bnt,  in 
some  measure,  bj  that  of  Utrecht,  in  1713. 

Spain,  \fj  Tirtue  of  her  original  discoverj,  and  ao- 
toml  setdement  in  Mexico,  tog;ether  with  her  title  to 
Louisiana,  claimed  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica, as  high  TX^  as  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tode ;  and,  to  enforce  her  claim,  in  the  year  1789, 
sent  a  afaip-of-war  np  the  coast  to  capture  or  drive 
from  those  waters  several  English  vessels  fitted  out 
in  the  East  Indies  by  English  merchants,  npon  their 
own  aathority,  and  at  their  own  risk,  to  trade  with 
the  natives  in  that  qnarter.  This  service  was  per- 
fonned  hj  Marllnei,  of  His  Catholiq  Majes^s  navy ; 
and,  in  the  year  1790,  became  the  subject  of  a  mes- 
sage from  ilie  British  King  to  his  Parliament.  Al- 
though modi  debate  ensued,  and  some  resentment 
was  expressed  towards  Spun  for  her  treatment  of  the 
British  sobjeets,  who  were  made  prisoners,  yet  no 
claim  was  alleged  on  the  part  of  England  to  territoiy 
tfan«.  Great  Britain,  in  the  course  of  that  transao- 
tioo,  seems  to  have  recognized  the  claim  of  Spain, 
and  was  willing  to  treat  for  the  enjoyment  of  privi- 
leges on  that  ooast,  which  she  obtained,  and  was,  bv 
stipnlalaons,  invested  with  the  further  right  to  fish 
evm  as  low  down  as  the  Gulf  of  California. 

The  Spanish  monarch,  being  in  possession  of  the 
Ftewih  title,  regardless  of  that  which  the  United 
States  had  obtained,  according  to  the  mode  last 
adiGpfeed,  felt  great  coofidenoe  in  his  negotiations 
wi^  the  British  Government,  in  the  year  1790.  But 
the  territofy,  die  title  to  which  gave  that  confidence, 
has  since,  hj  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  come  into  &e  pos- 
session of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  believed  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefimso  confirmed  to  France  the  full 
extent  of  boondazy  originally  claimed,  Spain  taking 
no  notice  of  the  original  error,  if  any  existed. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  the  United  States, 
beii%  possessed  of  the  title  of  France,  and,  by  a  just 
appficatkn  of  liie  law  of  nations,  that  of  Spain  too» 
if  she  ever  had  any,  leaves  them  the  undisputed  sov* 
ereignty  of  that  coiiist,  firom  the  sixtieth  degree  of 
north  latitade  down  to  thirty-six,  which  is  believed 
to  be  the  situation  of  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  al- 
loded  to  in  all  the  anthers  and  charts  beibre  referred 
to.  I^  however,  there  should  remain  a  doubt,  tixat 
doubt  is  relieved  by  a  reference  to  the  subordinate 
prioBqpJe  zeoognised  by  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
Paris,  in  1 763.  When  we  know  that  all  the  formali- 
ties deemed  necessary  in  the  possession  of  a  newly 
discovered  ooimtiy  have  been  complied  with  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States;  that,  in  the  years  178&-'6, 
an  estabHsfament  was  made  at  the  month  of  the  Co- 
lombia River,  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  full  and  entire 
benefit  of  whose  courage,  enterprise,  and  success,  re- 
sults to  tfaia  Union ;  and  that  at  a  later  day,  hi  1805, 
Messes.  Lewis  and  dark,  m  executing  the  deares  of 
this  Government,  affain  visited  the  Columbia  and  the 
Westen  oeean,  twelve  miles  from  which  they  built 
Fort  dotaop^  yet  to  be  seen— theae  establishments 
made  by  the  United  States,  not  so  near  the  settle- 
men|s  of  CaUfomia  as  manifestly  to  encroach  npon 
tbesS;  eoti^  tbem  to  the  whole  country  north  of  Co- 
hmibia  Biver.  And,  in  applying  the  principle  known 
to  govern  in  such  eases,  the  point  equidistant  from 
the  Spanidi  actoal  settlements  and  the  mouth  of  that 
river  is  ibe  tnie  point  at  which  a  line  drawn  sepa- 
rating tiie  two  oonntries  shonld  commence.  The  ao- 
toal  set^mente  of  Spain  are  believed  to  have  been, 
at  that  time,  vpon  the  Colorado  of  CaUfomia,  in  lati- 


tude 82°  north*;  but,  even  supposing  the  point  to  be 
the  extreme  south  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  believed  to  be  86°,  then  the  line  of  separa- 
tion would  fall  at  41°.  And,  if  any  doubt  arose  as 
to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  Spanish  title,  to  the  north  of  Fort  Clotsop,  so 
high  as  60  degrees  of  latitude,  there  could  remain  no 
doubt  as  far  as  the  equidistant  point,  which  would 
be  at  the  completion  of  the  58d  degree  of  latitude, 
leaving  us  twcdve  degrees  of  ooast  on  that  ooean. 

From  every  information  that  can  be  obtained, 
worthy  to  be  relied  upon,  our  ooast  on  the  Pacific, 
for  years  past,  has  been  the  theatre  of  much  individ- 
ual enterprise,  stimulated  by  the  rich  returns  of  nu- 
merous whale  ships,  and  tiie  great  profit  of  the  fur 
trade,  together  with  tiie  flattermg  accounts  of  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Clark,  relative  to  the  resources  of  the  in- 
terior, though  no  regular  trade  or  well-organised 
svstem  of  commerce  existed  nntil  the  year  1810,  in 
the  course  of  which  year  a  vessel  was  fitted  out  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  well  snp[died  with  provisions  and 
seed  of  every  description  necessair  in  a  permanent 
occupation  of  the  coast,  which  iAey  contemplated. 
This  Uttie  colony  consisted  of  a  hunued  and  twenty 
men  when  it  arrived  in  the  Cohnnbia ;  and  after  as- 
certaining its  soundings,  they  removed  some  miles 
above  Fort  Clotsop,  and  built  the  town  of  Astoria, 
where  a  portion  of  tiiem  cultivated  the  soil,  whilst 
the  others  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  the  natives. 
The  soil  was  found  to  be  rich,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  culture  of  all  the  useful  vegetables  found  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States;  as  turnips,  potatoes, 
onions,  rye,  wheat,  melons  of  various  kinds,  cucum- 
bers, and  every  species  of  pease.  In  tiie  course  of  a 
year  or  two,  it  was  believed  theur  interest  would  be 
promoted  by  cultivating  and  securing  the  firiendship 
and  confidence  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  the  waters  of 
that  great  river ;  to  which  end,  the  town  of  Astoria 
was  maintained  by  about  thirty  men,  whilst  the  rest 
established  themselves  at  five  other  pcunts,  to  become 
fixed  tstations,  to  raise  their  own  vegetables,  trade 
with  the  natives,  and  receive  supplies  of  merchandise 
from  the  general  depot  of  Astoria,  and  to  return  to  it 
the  fruits  of  their  labor.  One  of  these  snbordixuU<e 
establishments  appears  to  have  been  at  the  mouth  of 
Lewises  River ;  one  at  Lantou ;  a  third  on  tiie  Colum- 
bia, six  hundred  miles  fixmi  the  ocean,  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Wantana  River ;  a  fourth  on  the  east  fork 
of  Lewis's  River :  and  the  fifth  on  the  Multnomah. 
Thus  situated,  this  enterprising  Uttie  colony  succeed- 
ed weU  in  all  their  undertakings,  nor  met  with  but 
one  misfortune,  which -seemed  to  partake  largely  of 
that  kind  which  had,  for  a  long  time,  so  certainly 
and  so  unseen,  been  inflicted  npon  our  Western  in- 
habitants ;  this  was  the  loss  of  the  Tonquin,  a  vessel 
they  had  taken  from  New  York,  wlulst  tracing  down 
the  coast,  where,  in  time  past,  she  had  been,  in  com- 
mon with  the  ships  of  some  European  Powern^  enjoy- 
ing the  friendship  and  confidence  of  the  natives.  This 
confidence  had  by  some  means  been  destroyed, /md, 
whilst  they  induced  many  of  the  ship's  company  to 
go  on  shore,  many  of  their  own  number  went  on 
board  the  ship,  and  suddenly  attacking  the  crew,  the 
whole  were  destroved,  as  well  as  the  vessel.  This, 
though  a  great  affliction  to  the  survivors  on  the  Co- 
lumbia, did  not  dishearten  them,  as  other  vessds 
were  expected  soon  to  arrive,  and,  with  these  expec- 
tations, they  continued  their  trades,  which,  becoming 
profitable,  they  were  the  less  inclined  to  abandon. 
But  the  operations  of  tiie  war  of  1812,  which  took 
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place  between  the  United  States  an<f  Great  Britain, 
were  destined  to  mar  their  prosperity.  That  Gov- 
ernment, it  appears,  despatched  a  vessel  of  war  called 
the  Raccoon,  to  destroy  or  possess  Astoria,  which,  by 
the  assistance  of  the  Indians,  influenced  by  the 
Northwest  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies  of  fnr 
traders,  they  were  easily  enabled  to  do ;  and  have, 
from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  continued  to  re- 
side at  it,  as  well  as  on  the  river  above,  though  a 
messenger  or  agent  was  sent  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  to  receive,  and  did  receive,  that  post 
from  them,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

From  every  reflection  which  the  committee  have 
been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  facts  connected  with 
this  subject,  they  are  mclined  to  believe  the  Colum- 
bia, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  a  position  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  the  fisheries  on  that  coast,  its 
open  sea,  and  its  position  in  regard  to  China,  which 
offers  the  best  market  for  the  vast  quantities  of  furs 
taken  in  those  regions,  and  our  increasing  trade 
throughout  that  ocean,  seems  to  demand  immediate 
attention. 

The  fur  of  every  country  which  has  produced  it, 
has  been  ever  esteemed  one  of  its  most  valuable  com- 
modities, and  has  long  held  a  rank  among  the  most 
profitable  articles  of  commerce  ;  it  was  much  sought 
for  even  in  the  days  of  Tatila,  a  Visigoth,  who 
reigned  in  Italy  about  the  year  522,  at  which  time 
they  drew  their  supplies  firom  the  Suethons,  who  in- 
habited that  part  of  Europe  called  Sweden.  The 
Welsh  set  a  high  value  on  them  as  early  as  the  time 
of  Howel  Dda,  in  940,  and,  from  its  being  first  an 
article  of  dress,  used  only  by  the  poorer  class  of  the 
community,  it  by  graduiUly  extending  itself  came  to 
be  one  of  luxury  of  the  highest  value,  in  which  kings 
and  princes  vied  with  each  other  in  their  costly  mag- 
nificence and  display ;  their  clothes  were  not  only 
fashioned  of  them,  but  even  their  tents  were  lined 
with  the  finest  varieties.  Such  was  the  display  of 
the  Cham  of  Tartary,  when  he  was  visited  in  his  tent 
by  Marco  Polo,  about  the  year  1252.  It  had  become 
BO  much  in  use,  and  so  high  in  price,  that  Edward 
m.,  in  the  year  1387,  deemed  it  expedient  to  pro- 
hibit its  use  to  any  but  those  who  could  afibrd  to 
^nd  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  without  detriment 
to  their  property.  At  that  day,  having  exhausted 
those  parts  of  Europe  which  had  supplied  them,  the 
price  increasing  wi^  a  growing  demand,  they  were 
obliged  to  seek  them  elsewhere,  and  procured  their 
supplies  from  the  north  of  Asia.  This,  for  a  long 
time,  poured  into  the  alining  parts  of  Europe,  im- 
mense sums,  as  it  was  in  that  direction  they  were 
brought  to  market  This  trade,  so  valuable  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  had  no  competition,  nor  were  other 
sources  of  supply  even  known  until  Francis  I.  of 
France,  in  the  year  1514,  sent  Jacques  Curtis,  of  St 
Maloes,  to  make  discoveries  in  this  country.  That 
gentleman  entered  the  St  Lawrence,  and  exchanged 
his  merchandise  for  fur,  which  was  the  commence- 
ment of  a  feeble  trade,  that  was  continued  until  the 
year  1608,  when  Samuel  Champlain  went  some  dis- 
tance up  that  river,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
town  of  Quebec,  as  a  trading  establishment,  and 
commenced  a  system  which,  however,  did  not  greatly 
flourish  until  about  the  year  1649.  But  very  soon 
after  that  country  came  into  the  possession  of  Eng- 
land, this  trade  was  cherished  and  greatly  increased, 
and  the  dominion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  enabled  her 
not  only  to  supply  Russia  itself,  and  aU  Europe,  but 
even  to  send  it  to  Turkey,  and  round  the  Cape  of 


Grood  Hope,  to  distant  China.  That  trade  which  had 
destroyed  all  competition,  and,  in  the  hands  of  weU- 
regnlated  companies,  was  capable  of  enriching  an 
empire,  had  yielded  a  part  of  its  profits  to  the  skill 
and  industry  of  individuals  upon  our  western  shore ; 
that  skill  and  that  industry  has  withered,  not  for  the 
want  of  fostering  care,  but  justice  and  protection. 

The  fur  trade  of  Canada  has  long  been  conducted 
by  well-oiganized  companies;  and,  although  they 
encounter  infinite  difficulties,  yet  the  great  profit  of 
their  business  enables  them  to  overcome  them,  and 
to  divide  a  considerable  peroentage.  All  those  arti- 
cles intended  as  supplies  for  the  Indians  are  shipped 
at  Montreal  and  carried  far  into  the  interior,  through 
lakes,  and  rivers,  and  difficult  streams,  until  they 
arrive  even  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rocky  Mountiuna 
The  increasing  wealth  derived  from  this  source,  in* 
duced  a  large  increase  of  capital,  and  corresponding 
exertions  to  obtain  a  more  extensive  kpowledge  of 
the  rivers  and  lakes  through  which  their  merchan- 
dise was  to  be  carried,  and  a  more  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  natives,  among  whom  they  were  even- 
tually to  be  disposed  of  for  furs,  the  produce  of  the 
labor  of  the  savage.  With  views  of  this  kind,  small 
parties  have  been  despatched,  at  different  times,  from 
the  year  1774  until  the  year  1798,  to  examine  tho 
rivers  of  the  West  At  the  period  last  mentioned, 
one  of  those  parties,  under  the  direction  of  Alexander 
McKenzie,  penetrated  even  to  the  Western  ooean, 
thereby  greatiy  adding  to  their  stock  of  useful  knowl- 
edge in  that  branch  of  commerce,  which  they  have 
not  failed  duly  to  appreciate.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  diffictdties  which  the  British  furriers  encounter, 
fix>m  the  embarrassment  of  their  commerce  by  their 
different  systems  of  exclusive  privilege,  these  ccnn- 
pames  find  it  a  source  of  vast  profit,  far  exceeding 
any  thing  known  in  the  United  States;  this,  too^ 
when  the  merchandise  is  so  much  advanced  in  price, 
from  the  distance  and  the  numerous  obdtmctiona. 
The  enhanced  value  of  the  articles,  and  their  diffi- 
culties in  transporting  them,  may  be  fully  undeistood, 
when  it  is  known  the  tract  of  transport  is  equal  to 
three  or  four  thousand  miles,  through  more  than 
sixty  lakes,  some  of  them  very  considerable  in  extent, 
and  numerous  rivers,  and  the  means  of  transportation 
are  bark  canoes.  Furthermore,  these  waters  are  in- 
terrupted in  at  least  a  hundred  places,  by  falls  and 
rapids,  along  which  the  trader  has  to  carry  his  mer- 
chandise on  his  back,  and  over  a  hundred  and  thiitj 
carrying  places,  from  twenty  or  thirty  yards  in  ex- 
tent to  tiurteen  miles,  where  both  canoe  and  cargo 
have  to  be  conveyed  by  the  same  means. 

These  are  some  of  the  obstructions  which  tiie 
Northwest  Company  encounter:  yet  their  exports 
from  Quebec  alone  are  valued  at  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars  annually,  without  reference  to  those  brought 
to  the  United  States,  and  shipped  from  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  direct  to  China,  rather  than  incur  tiie 
cost  and  delay  in  procuring  them  a  passage  to  Lon- 
don and  thence  to  India,  in  the  ships  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  many  of  the  goods 
of  that  company,  destined  for  tiiis  trade,  partici^vly 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  are  shipped  to  Boston,  and 
immediately  reshipped  in  American  vessels,  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback.  These  vessels  are  sometimes 
employed  to  make  a  voyage  for  them  from  the  mouth 
of  Columbia  to  Canton.  To  illustrate  more  fully  the 
increasing  value  of  this  trade,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
observe,  mat  from  Quebec,  in  1808,  there  were  ex- 
ported the  skins  of  six  hundred  and  fiffy  thousand 
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Beren  hnndied  aod  twenty-nine  qnadrnpedB,  ninety- 
three  thoQsazid  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of 
which  were  the  beaver.  Since  that  time  they  have 
extended  their  trade  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  have,  as  has  abeady  been  observed,  established 
(hemselvea  at  the  month  of  the  Columbia.  The 
■moimt  of  their  export  from  that  port  cannot  be  as- 
certained, bnt  it  is  thought  to  be  of  great  value. 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  believed  to  be  con- 
sidexable,  and,  from  a  state  of  foimer  depression,  is 
fast  becoming  the  rival  of  the  other,  but  for  several 
yean  past  have  withdrawn  their  traders  from  the 
we^  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  they  have  fewer 
difficulties  to  overcome  in  arriving  at  the  highest 
point  of  navigation  than  the  Northwest  Company. 
Their  route  is  through  the  Hudson's  Bay,  the  Nelson 
River,  to  Lake  Winnipeg;  thence,  by  passing  other 
lakes,  they  ascend  the  £d  River  to  their  establish- 
ment, which  is  witiiin  ninety  miles  of  the  Missouri 
River,  at  a  point  called  the  Mandan  villages.  This 
river  takes  its  rise  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  about 
the  forty-tfaizd  degree  of  latitude,  and  observes  a 
coarse  north  and  northeast  towards  Hudson's  Bay, 
untQ  it  aixEves  at  the  Mandan  villages,  a  distance  of 
nearly  twelre  hnndred  miles,  when  it  turns  short  to 
the  south,  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  joins  the 
Missiad^ ;  the  water  runmng  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
at  that  pohxt,  approaching  within  one  mile,  and  no 
hiQ  or  high  ground  to  separate  them,  of  any  magni- 
tude. Yet,  notwithstanding  the  many  advantages 
which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  possessed  over  Sie 
Northwest  Company,  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  the  patron 
of  the  former,  and  a  man  of  uncommon  enterprise, 
was  exceedingly  desirous  to  obtain  the  privilege  of 
supplyizig  his  establishments  upon  the  Red  River,  by 
ascexiding  the  Mississippi  to  the  St.  Peter's ;  thence  to 
its  source  in  Stone  Lake ;  then,  by  a  short  portage, 
throogh  open  woods  and  a  level  countiy,  to  his  sta- 
tions;  or,  taking  the  route  by  the  Missouri  to  the 
Mandan  villages,  thence  by  a  portage  of  ninety  miles, 
to  his  place  of  destination.  The  exports  of  this  com- 
pany, for  a  short  time  past,  have  been  very  little  less 
than  those  of  the  Northwest  Company. 

The  committee,  from  carefully  examining  all  the 
facts  connected  with  the  subject  referred  to  them,  are 
wen  persnaded  that  the  situation  of  the  United  States 
u  such  as  to  enable  it  to  possess  all  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  this  trade,  which,  in  the  hands  of  others, 
amounts  to  millions ;  many  of  whose  trading  estab- 
lishments east  ai  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  this  Republic,  as  fixed  by  the 
Convention  of  London  of  the  20th  of  October,  1818 ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  no  power,  with  the  exception 
of  2^pain,  has  any  just  claim  to  territory  west  of  them, 
or  oh  the  Pacific.  The  dependence  for  subsistence  of 
many  of  those  establishments,  is  upon  the  buffalo 
beef  hunted  by  the  Assiniboin  Indians,  who  inhabit 
the  country  between  the  river  of  that  name  and  the 
Missouri;  their  hunting  ground  is  far  within  our 
boundarv.  To  succeed  in  procuring  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  all  the  wealth  flowing  from  this 
sooroe,  it  is  only  necessary  to  occupy  with  a  small 
trading  guard  the  most  northeastern  point  upon  the 
MisKXiri  Rirer,  and  confine  the  foreigners  to  their  own 
texritoiy ;  at  the  same  time  occupying,  with  a  simihir 
guard,  the  mondi  of  Columbia.  The  great  profit  de- 
rrred  from  this  trade  by  the  Canadian  companies, 
when  we  know  the  distance  and  obstructions  in  their 
rivers,  and  in  the  various  streams  they  ascend  in  car- 
lyittg  it  ooy  the  advance  of  price  consequent  upon  it 


becomes  rather  a  matter  of  amazement  than  other- 
wise, and  inclines  us  to  examine  our  own  rivers  with 
a  view  to  the  same  object.  Instead,  however,  of 
those  formidable  obstructions,  we  find  a  smooth  and 
deep  river,  running  through  a  boundless  extent  of  the 
most  fertile  soil  on  this  continent,  containing  within 
its  limits  all  those  valuable  furs  which  have  greatly 
enriched  others ;  a  certain,  safe,  and  easy  navigation, 
with  a  portage  of  only  two  hundred  miles,  uniting  it 
with  another  river,  equally  smooth,  deep,  and  certain, 
running  to  the  great  Western  ocean.  Thus  are  those 
two  great  oceans  separated  by  a  single  portage  of  two 
hundred  miles !  The  pr^cabilily  of  a  speedy,  safe, 
and  easy  communication  with  the  Pacific,  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  doubt  or  conjecture :  from  information 
not  to  be  doubted,  the  Rocky  Mountains  at  this  time, 
in  several  places,  are  so  smooth  and  open,  that  the 
labor  of  ten  men  for  twenty  days  would  enable  a 
wagon  with  its  usual  freight  to  pass  with  great  facil- 
ity frt)m  the  navigable  water  of  the  Missouri  to  that 
of  the  Columbia ;  the  actual  distance  from  river  to 
river  several  hundred  miles  from  their  source,  that  is, 
from  the  great  Falls  of  Missouri  to  the  fork  of  Clark's 
River,  is  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  miles;  the  dis- 
tance, therefore,  of  two  hun^d  miles  is  to  good 
navigation  on  the  Columbia,  which  is  the  only  river 
of  any  magnitude  upon  that  whole  coast,  north  of  the 
Colorado  of  California,  though  there  are  several  good 
harbors,  secure  aud  safe  for  vessels  of  any  size. 

The  region  of  country  from  the  ocean  to  the  head 
of  tide  water,  which  is  about  two  hundred  miles,  is 
heavily  timbered,  with  a  great  variety  of  wood  well 
calculated  for  shipbuilding,  and  every  species  of  cab- 
inet or  carpenter's  work;  ^ough  there  is  a  heavily 
timbered  country  thence  for  two  hundred  miles  fur- 
ther, yet  it  is  of  a  lesser  gspwth,  and  quality  not  so 
durable :  at  th^t  point  commences  the  plain  country, 
when  the  soil  becomes  more  thin,  and  almost  without 
wood,  until  it  arrives  at  the  table  lands  below  the 
mountain.  Though  the  soil  of  this  region  is  not  so 
good  as  in  any  other  part  of  this  great  valley,  yet  it 
produces  grass  of  the  finest  quality,  and  is  emphati- 
cally called  the  region  favorable  to  the  production  of 
the  horse ;  this  noble  animal,  so  far  surpassing  all 
others  in  usefulness,  courage,  and  swiftness,  is  nere 
produced  in  greater  perfection  than  even  in  Andalusia 
or  Virginia.  But,  independent  of  all  the  wealth 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  fur  trade  of  that 
river  and  tiie  Missouri,  the  security,  too,  which  the 
peace  of  this  country  would  find  in  the  influence 
which  the  American  traders  would  obtidn  over  the 
native,  is  the  increasing  conmieroe  in  the  Western 
ocean.  There  is  no  employment  so  well  calculated 
to  make  good  seamen  as  the  whale  fisheries,  which 
are  known  to  be  more  profitable  on  this  coast  than 
any  other ;  at  the  same  time,  the  oil  is  far  preferable 
to  that  taken  on  any  other  coast,  being  clear  and 
transparent  as  rock  water.  While  so  many  of  our 
citizens  are  industriously  engaged  in  the  various 
branches  of  trade  in  those  seas,  more  valuable  to  this 
country,  it  is  believed,  than  any  Qther :  while  all  na- 
tions who  have  claims  upon  that  coast,  and  some  who 
have  none,  are  anxiuus  to  occupy  some  position  upon 
it,  even  at  a  vast  expense,  to  enable  them  to  partici- 
pate in  its  benefits,  we  have  neglected  to  extend  to  it 
any  portion  of  our  care,  though  it  appears,  from  the 
best  information,  that  there  is  at  this  time  eight  ii.:l- 
lions  of  property  owned  by  citizens  of  this  iiepublio 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Russia,  whose  dominions  on  the  Anatic  coast  oc- 
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cupy  nearly  the  same  portion  upon  that  side  which 
oars  do  on  this,  has  long  been  well  infonned  of  the 
great  and  increasing  valne  of  that  commerce ;  and 
while  she  has  heen  nowhere  Tisible,  not  even  to  the 
powers  of  Europe,  only  as  she  has  of  late  taken  part 
in  a  few  memorable  enterprises,  she  has  been  felt 
eveiywhere.  No  labor,  care,  or  expense  is  avoided 
to  make  tributary  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe ; 
forts,  magazines,  towns,  cities,  and  trade,  seem  to 
arise  on  the  coast  as  if  by  magic ;  with  an  army  of  a 
million  of  men,  she  sits  not  only  in  proud  security  as 
it  regards  Europe,  and  menaces  the  Tuik,  the  Per- 
sian, the  Japanese,  and  Chinese,  but  even  the  King 
of  Spain's  dominions  in  North  America  are  equally 
easy  of  access,  and  equally  exposed  to  her  feariul 
weight  of  power.  Her  watdhfiuness  is  ever  in  ad- 
vance in  discerning  the  most  practicable  avenues  to 
profitable  commerce.  In  the  midst  of  all  her  busy 
arrangements  she  has  not  neglected  the  opportunity 
of  possessing  herself  of  two  important  stations  on  the 
American  shore  of  the  Pacific — ^the  one  at  a  place 
oalled  New  Archangel,  in  about  59  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  the  other  at  Bodiga  Bay,  in  kititude  88  de- 
grees, 34  minutea  At  the  former  of  these  militaxy 
positions,  for  the  protection  of  her  commerce,  it  is 
presumed,  she  has  incurred  much  expense,  and  built 
a  fort  of  great  strength,  situated  upon  one  of  the  best 
harbors  on  the  coast,  standing  upon  a  point  of  land 
projecting  into  the  little  bay,  giving  sometlung  of  the 
appearance  of  a  conical  island  in  the  centre  of  it ; 
this  fort  is  well  supplied  at  all  times  with  provisions 
and  militaxy  stores,  mounting  one  hundred  and  twenty 
« cannon,  carrying  balls  firom  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
pounds  weight.  That  at  Bodiga  is  well  constructed 
and  supplied  with  cannon,  and  has  a  good  harbor ;  at 
this  point  they  have  ammunition  and  merchandise  in 
abundance,  and  find  the  Indian  trade  at  this  post  as 
well  as  New  Archangel  very  considerable;  besides 
the  fine  condition  of  this  fort  and  its  defences,  they 
have  many  field-pieces,  some  of  brass,  of  the  finest 
construction,  in  good  order  and  well  mounted. 

An  these  supplies  have  been  conveyed  to  those 
places  throngh  immense  oceans^  round  Cape  Horn, 
which  would  have  appalled  any  but  Russian  policy 
and  perseverance. 

The  light  articles  destined  for  this  trade  are  trans- 
ported from  St  Petersburg  in  sledges,  which  will  per- 
form in  three  months  that  which  would  require  two 
summers  of  water-conveyance  to  effect;  their  com- 
munications are  open  to  Eamschatka,  to  Fort  St 
Peter  and  St  Paul,  by  Okhotsk,  in  the  Pacific, 
where  they  have  the  finest  harbor  in  the  world ;  the 
distance  is  estimated  at  ten  thousand  miles.  The 
nation  which  can  encounter  such  journeys  as  these, 
often  throngh  seas  of  ice,  and  storms  of  snow  so  terri- 
ble as  to  obscure  an  object  beyond  the  distance  of  a 
few  paces,  to  prosecute  any  branch  of  commeroe, 
must  be  wejl  and  fully  informed  of  its  value.  That 
the  objects  she  has  in  view  may  not,  by  any  event,  be 
taken  from  her  grasp,  after  encountering  such  vast 
difficulties,  she  has  found  it  expedient  to  occupy  one 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  which  not  only  enables  her 
effectually  to  maintain  her  positions,  but  to  command 
the  whole  northern  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  These 
islands,  lying  just  within  the  tropics,  in  the  direct 
course  from  the  lower  coast  of  North  America  to 
Canton,  are  well  supplied  not  only  with  all  the  fruits 
of  that  climate,  but  with  every  v^table  and  animal 
known  in  this  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  among  other  advan- 


tages which  the  Bossian  position  on  the  ofnoslte 
coast  possesses,  is,  that  a  voyage  from  Kamtscnatka 
to  Japan  can  be  made  in  an  open  boat,  as  it  is  a  con- 
tinued chain  of  islands  fi;om  the  Okhotsk  sea  imtQ  it 
arrives  at  its  place  of  destination. 

Tour  committee  are  well  persuaded  that,  by  a  lit- 
tle care  and  smaU  expense,  the  dtisens  of  this  Re- 
pubKc  might  reap  all  the  benefits  of  this  trade,  not 
only  pitxfitable  now,  but  from  every  view  of  the  sub- 
ject tiiere  is  a  strong  probability  that  it  will  increase 
for  many  years. 

Were  an  establisbment  made  at  the  mouth  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  should  be  allowed  to  take  with  them 
their  women  and  children,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
success,  as  so  many  years*  experience  of  the  Engliah 
ftir  companies  have  amply  shown  this  mode  has  the 
most  powerful  effect  in  separating  the  minds  of  the 
men  from  pursuits  which  often  in  frontier  countries 
lead  to  strife,  as  it  gives  them  a  local  intenet  and 
feeling,  and  makes  mem  even  more  vigilant  and  pru- 
dent in  the  disohaige  of  all  their  duties.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  population  could  be  easily  acquired  frtim 
China,  by  which  the  arts  of  peace  would  at  onoe 
acquire  strength  and  influence,  and  make  viable  to 
the  aborigines  the  maimer  in  which  thdr  wants 
could  be  supplied.  The  coast  of  the  Padfic  is,  in  its 
climate,  more  mild  than  any  part  of  the  continent  in 
the  same  parallel,  and  many  vegetables  on  thatshos^ 
grow  in  great  abundance  in  the  native  forests,  which 
aie  likewise  natives  of  China. 

•It  is  known  that  when  the  Spanish  'Government  in 
1789,  sent  their  ships  of  war  up  the  coast  to  capture 
the  British  vesaels  which  were  intruding,  they  found 
seventy  Chinese,  whom  the  En^ish  had  procured  to 
emigrate,  that  tiiey  might  be  employed  in  the  me- 
chanic arts ;  and,  though  the  people  of  tiiat  country 
evince  no  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  territoiy  oi 
adjoining  princes,  it  is  belieifed  they  would  willingly, 
nay,  gladly,  embrace  the  oppo^rtunity  of  a  home  in 
America,  where  they  have  no  prejudices,  no  fears,  no 
restraint  in  opinion,  labor,  or  religion. 

The  committee  caimot  doubt  that  an  establishment 
made  on  the  Pacific  would  essentially  benefit  the 
natives,  whilst  it  would  give  this  country  the  advan- 
tage of  all  its  own  treasures^  which  otherwise  must  be 
lost  forever,  or  rather  never  enjoyed ;  and,  firom  all 
that  can  be  ascertained  relative  to  its  present  and  in- 
creasing value,  of  more  profit  to  this  country  than 
the  mines  of  PotosL 

From  the  best  information  which  can  be  had,  it 
appears  that  the  Indian  trade  on  the  Ifissonii,  below 
the  Mandan  villages,  is  worth  about  $120,000,  and 
that  on  the  Mississippi  is  valued  at  $250,000,  maldng 
the  sum  of  $870,000  annually.  They  have  reflected 
upon  this  trade,  and  that  prosecuted  by  the  whalers 
on  that  coast,  and  are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  they  are  the  most  valuable  to  this  na- 
tion, and  demand  its  care  and  attention  in  a  hi^ 
degree.  This  trade,  unlike  any  other,  originates  its 
own  capital,  and  may  fairly  be  said  to  bring  into  the 
United  States  $870,000  every  year,  where  not  one 
dollar  previously  existed,  and  adds  tiiat  much  to  the 
wealth  of  the  community  as  decidedly  as  ^oogh  it 
had  been  fished  firom  the  bottom  of  the  rivers  in  gold 
and  silver,  as  it  is  in  the  market  of  China,  or  anj 
other  market,  capable  of  puxduiring  as  much ;  and 
if,  with  that  amount  in  furs,  a  vessel  should  sail  frora 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to  Canton,  which  is  a 
voyage  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  dayi^  she  would  rte- 
tum  wi^  that  in  exchange  which  would  sell  for  per- 
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h^w  doable  that  amount^  iherebj  contribating  to  the 
oomfbrt,  enjoyment,  and  aooommodatioii  of  the  com- 
xznmi^,  $740,000,  which  is  the  result  not  of  a  profit- 
able TOjage,  bat  a  creatiye  trade. 

It  ifl  believed  that  a  shipment  of  tobacoo,  floor,  or 
oottoD,  bears  no  oompaiison,  in  point  of  profit,  with 
tixisi,  as  they  are  properly  the  rough  manufactures  of 
the  ooontiy,  and  the  result  of  xsonsiderable  capital, 
and  the  cargo  brought  back  in  return  for  them,  in 
European  or  other  fabrics,  is  only  an_  increased  value 
they  receive  by  being  exported  and  fetumed  to  us  in 
that  shape.  Hence,  the  exportation  of  $370,000 
worth  of  tobacco  or  cotton,  should  it  return  to  us 
$740,000  in  European  silk  and  doth,  is  still  the  orig- 
inal cargo  of  tobacoo  or  cotton,  as  nothing  bnt  these 
have  been  paid  for  them ;  but,  in  the  first  instance, 
he  who  niamifiu!tures  either  the  tobacco,  flour,  or  cot- 
ton, is  compelled  to  take  into  consideration  the  capi- 
tal employed,  and  then  the  balance  is  his  gain ;  but 
in  the  fur  trade  and  the  whale  fisheries,  tibere  is  in 
the  one  little  capital,  in  the  other  none. 

Under  the  strongest  belief  that  by  a  new  organiza- 
ti<»  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  comprehending 
a  aettlemoit  on  the  Columbia  Bivcsr,  great  benefits 
would  remit  to  the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  whDst 
the  aborigines  would  be  better  protected  and  provided 
for  by  instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  minor 
branches  of  the  mechanic  arts,  ilie  committee  ask 
leave  to  report  a  bill. 


MoNDJLT,  Jannary  29. 
Ifatal  Peace  JSstabliehment. 

Mr.  Basboxtb,  from  the  Ck^mmittee  on  Naval 
AfTairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, to  irqnire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  nnmber  of  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  number  now  actu- 
flDy  in  service,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  8d  of 
Mazch,  1801,  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed 
by  kw,  providing  the  number  of  ships  which  should 
be  kept  in  constant  service,  in  time  of  peace,  and  that 
tibe  residue  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinary,  with  a  sail- 
ing-master, certain  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines attached  to  each  vessel  thus  laid  up ;  authoriz- 
mg  Ihe  President  to  officer  and  man  the  vessels  to  be 
retained  in  actoal  service,  as  he  might  direct,  limit- 
ing him,  however,  to  two-thirds  of  the  then  present 
complement  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen,  (by 
which  the  oonmutCee  understand  the  two-thirds  of 
the  dien  full  crews  of  the  ships  retained,)  limiting  the 
number  of  captains,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  to 
be  retained  in  tiie  navy  service  in  time  of  peaoe,  and 
aothorizuig  the  President  to  discharge  oil  tho  other 
officers  in  the  navy  service  of  the  United  States. 
That,  by  another  act  of  Congress,  approved  April 
Slst^  1806,  the  President  was  authorized  to  keep  in 
actual  service,  in  time  of  peace,  as  many  of  the  frig- 
ates and  other  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as, 
in  his  jadgment,  the  nature  of  the  service  might  re- 
quire, and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be  laid  up  in  ordi- 
nary in  eonvenient  ports;  and  the  President  was 
tmth^j^  to  officer  ^id  man  the  pabUc  armed  ves- 
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sels  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peaoe  as  he  might 
direct ;  but  the  act  just  referred  to  limited  the  number 
of  captains,  masters  commandant,  lieutenants  and 
midshipmen ;  it  limited,  too,  the  number  of  able  sea- 
men, ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  to  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  authorized  the  President  to  ap- 
point, for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  offi- 
cers of  the  grades  therein  mentioned  as  might,  in  his 
opinion,  be  necessary  and  proper.  That,  by  another 
act  approved  March  8d,  1807,  the  President  was 
authorized,  in  addition  to  the  then  present  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  to  employ  a  number  of  able 
seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  not  exceeding 
five  hundred,  should  the  exigency  of  the  public  ser- 
•vice  require  it.  That,  by  another  act,  approved 
January  dlst,  1809,  it  was  provided  that,  in  additicm 
to  the  frigates  then  employed  in  actual  service,  there 
should  be  fitted  out,  officered,  and  manned,  four  other 
firigates  by  name;  and  that  the  President  might 
equip,  man,  and  employ,  in  actual  service,  as  many 
of  the  public  armed  vessels,  then  laid  up  in  ordinary, 
and  gunboats,  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  service 
might  require ;  and,  for  the  purpose  %f  carrying  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  into  effect,  the  President 
was  authorized,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  petty 
officers,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
then  authorized  by  law,  to  appoint,  and  cause  to  be 
employed,  three  hundred  midshipmen,  three  thousand 
six  hundred  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
to  be  engaged  to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two 
years,  but  subject  to  be  sooner  dischaiged.  That, 
by  another  act,  passed  June  28th,  1809,  the  Prea- 
dent  was  authorized,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable 
change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country,  to 
cause  to  be  discharged  from  actual  service,  and  laid 
up  in  ordinary,  such  of  the  frigates  and  public  armed 
vessels  as,  in- his  judgment,  a  due  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic security  and  interest  would  permit.  That,  by 
another  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  30th,  1812, 
the  President  was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  immedi- 
ately repaired,  equipped,  and  put  into  actual  service, 
three  frigates  by  name ;  and  it  was  provided,  that 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy  might  be  in- 
creased so  far  as  was  necessary  to  officer,  man,  and 
equip,  the  vessels  so  to  be  put  into  service.  That,, 
by  another  act  of  Congress,  passed  January  2d,  1818, 
it  was  provided,  that  the  President  should  cause  to 
be  buUt,  equipped,  and  employed,  four  ships,  to  rate 
not  less  than  seventy-four  guns,  and  six  to  rate  forty- 
four  guns  each ;  and  the  number  of  commissioned 
and  warrant  officers,  petty  officers^  able  seamen,  oi^ 
dinaxy  seamen,  and  boys,  to  be  employed  on  board 
each  of  the  said  ships  of  seventh-four  ftmB,  was  fixed 
by  the  act ;  the  crew,  so  far  as  it  consisted  of  seamen, 
and  boys,  was  limited  to  two  hundred  able  seamen, 
and  three  hundred  ordinary  seamen  and  boys.  That, 
by  another  act,  passed  March  8d,  1818,  the  Presi* 
dent  was  authorized  to  have  built,  manned,  equipped, 
and  commissioned,  for  service,  six  sloops  of  war,  and, 
also,  to  have  built  or  procured,  as  many  sloops,  to  be 
employed  on  the  lakes,  as  the  public  service  might 
require ;  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  last-men- 
tioned act,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint 
such  officers,  and  to  employ  snob  number  of  seamen, 
as  might  be  necessary  for  such  vessels  as  were  author- 
ized by  law  to  be  put  in  commission,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  have  thought  it  proper  to. give  to 
the  House  a  brief  view  of  the  progress  of  legation 
in  relation  to  this  sulgect,  and  they  believa  the  fore* 
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l>e  adopted,  bnt  with  a  aincere  desire  (if  I  know 
my  own  heiart)  to  afford  to  gentlemen  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  such  modifications  of  the 
amendment  as  will  nnite  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  this  committee,  who  appear  to  be  desirous 
of  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union  upon 
terms  which  will  not  compromit  principle. 

It  is  due  from  me,  and  the  committee  will 
expect,  a  candid  and  plain  statement  of  my 
views  of  the  effect  which  will  be  produced  by 
its  adoption.  The  m^ority  of  this  House  have 
already  decided  that  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri does  not  contain  a  provision  which,  in 
their  opinion,  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  It  has  not  been  proposed 
by  any  gentleman  to  revive  the  question  of  re- 
striction, so  much  agitated  at  the  last  session ; 
and  it  may  be  presumed  no  such  intention  exists. 
This  amendment  proposes  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  upon  a  certain  condition. 
The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Union,  furnishes  a  precedent  for  the  course  now 
proposed.  The  condition  proposes  that  Missou- 
ri shall  expunge  the  offensive  article  from  her 
constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  by  her 
constitution  for  its  amendment,  and  give  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  amendment,  without  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  calling  a  convention  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  Baldwin  having  expressed  his  intention 
to  vote  for  this  proposition — 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  words  to  this  effect :  "so  far  as  the 
same  (the  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution) 
tends  to  deprive  citizens  of  each  State  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States."  This  motion,  however,  he 
subsequently  withdrew. 

It  being  suggested,  that  other  gentlemen  had 
amendments  which  tuey  wished  to  propose,  and 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  all  presented 
to-day,  so  as  to  be  examined  and  compared — 

Mr.  Sebobant  rose,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  question  he  had  put,  that  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer,  to  say  that  he  had  not ; 
that  he  should  vote  for  every  amendment  which 
should  bring  the  resolution  nearer  to  what  he 
wished,  but  with  a  clear  determination,  for 
which  ne  would  hereafter  assign  his  reasons,  to 
vote  against  the  resolution,  however  amended. 

Soon  after  this,  the  committee  rose,  without 
coming  to  any  decision;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


TvBBDAT,  January  80. 
Mi8a<niri — Sesolution/ram  the  Senate. 
The  House  having  then  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was 
resumed — ^the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot  being  under 
oonsideration;  which  motion  is  to  stnke  out 
the  proviso  to  the  Senators  resolution,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  Mowing : 


Provided^  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fnndamental 
condition,  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated 
in  the  Union,  that  so  mnch  of  the  26th  section  of  the 
8d  article  of  the  oonstitntion  which  has  been  sab- 
mitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be  the  dnty 
of  the  General  Assembly  "  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mnkttoes  from  oommg  to,  or  settling  in,  this 
State,  nnder  any  pretext  whatsoever,*'  shall  be  ex- 
punged, within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
resolation,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  for  amending  said  constito- 
tion. 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  as 
follows : 

I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Churman,  said  Mr.  B.,  to 
revive  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  restric- 
tion, as  it  has  been  called,  which  was  very  elab- 
orately argued  and  determined  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, nor  for  the  purpose  of  provoking  further 
debate  upon  the  several  questions,  relative  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  which 
have  been  thoroughly  investigated  during  the 
present  session.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  and  I  fear  the  patience  of 
the  people  we  represent  is  much  fatigued,  if  not 
exhausted,  by  the  numerous  editions  of  the 
same  arguments  which  have  been  delivered 
upon  the  subject  now  under  consideration. 
But,  sir,  as  the  subject  comes  from  the  Senate 
in  a  new  shape,  and  as  I  seldom  trouble  the 
House  on  any  occasion,  I  shall  be  permitted 
briefly  to  assign  the  reasons  which  will  govern 
my  vote  on  this  question  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

Sir,  the  resolution  nnder  consideration,  if 
possible,  is  more  exceptionable  than  that  which 
was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House, 
and  rejected.  Those  who  doubted  whether  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  con- 
travened the  Federal  Constitution,  might  snp- 
Eort  the  former  resolution,  but  cannot,  1  appre- 
end,  agree  to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
now  before  the  committee ;  because  it  admits 
and  avoids  the  very  point  or  matter  in  contro- 
versy. Sir,  if  you  pass  this  resolution,  yon 
proclaim  to  the  world  a  disregard  of  the  sacred 
obligations  imposed  by  the  constitution  of  your 
country.  The  language  of  the  resolation  im- 
plies ^our  right  to  examine  and  judge  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  and,  also,  that  it  is,  or 
at  least  may  be,  repugnant  to  the  Oonstitntion 
of  ^e  United  States,  and  waives  the  solemn 
obligation  of  supporting  that  sacred  instm- 
ment. 

Sir,  if  we  must  receive  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  under  her  present  form  of  government, 
I  hope  we  shall  not,  by  the  admission,  convict 
ourselves  of  a  breach  of  the  constitution,  and 
fix  the  mark  of  the  beast  upon  onr  foreheads. 
The  guilt  of  sinning  agunst  the  constitution  of 
our  country,  is  not  concealed  by  the  magical 
proviso  in  the  resolution,  nor  does  it  obviate  in 
any  degree  the  obiection,  or  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  you  complain.  By  this  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, if  the  constitution  of  ]^ssonri  had  been 
throughout  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
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the  Union,  or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut (Mr.  Steybnb)  said,  a  perfect  monarchy, 
70a  might  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  pro- 
tesuDg  against  l^e  form  of  her  government,  or 
80  muoh  as  might  he  supposed  anti-repuhlican 
in  its  features.  Sir,  I  protest  against  this  mode 
of  legislating,  hy  exclusions  of  conclusions,  as 
it  has  been  called  hy  some  learned  doctors  in 
politics,  whereby  the  rights  of  citizens  may  be 
sacrificed,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Union 
suspended. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat) 
said,  admitting  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  respecting  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes,  to  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution 
of  ^e  United  States,  it  could  not  be  an  objec- 
tion to  her  admission  into  the  Union ;  because 
the  legislators  of  Missouri  would  be  bound  by 
an  oath  to  support  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  would  be  paramount  to  the  oath  to  sup- 
port their  State  constitution,  and  of  course 
woold  neyer  make  any  enactment  pursuant  to 
that  clause.  Besides,  he  said,  if  they  did  enact 
any  Iaw  in  pursuance  of  that  clause  in  their 
oonstitntion,  it  would  be  declared  void  by 
the  OourtB  of  the  United  States.  But,  sir, 
though  I  admired  the  eloquence,  the  candor, 
and  loYe  of  country,  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  exhibited  in  this  discussion,  I  was 
not  oonvinoed  by  his  argument. 

The  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  the 
legislators  of  Missouri,  are  under  a  sacred  obli- 
gation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  provides,  in  or- 
der to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  that  her 
constitution  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
But,  without  this  provision  in  the  act,  it  is  as 
mudi  the  duty  of  Congress  to  examine  her 
form  of  government,  and  determine  whether  it 
IS  compatible  with  the  constitution  of  the 
Federal  GoTemment,  as  it  is  to  consider  the 
same  question  on  the  passage  of  any  law.  Con- 
gress is  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  cannot  abscdve  itself  from  this  sacred 
obligation  by  leaving  it  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  But,  if  it  were  in  our  power,  I 
would  not  turn  this  question  over  to  the  ludi- 
ctary  sooner  than  I  would  pass  a  law  without 
inqniring  whether  it  was  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  Congress,  and  trust  wholly  to 
the  courts.  Sir,  would  you  admit  a  new  State 
nnder  a  constitution  giving  its  legislature  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  to 
raise  armies  and  declare  war,  and  trust  to  the 
judicial  authority  of  the  United  States  to  vacate 
the  laws  which  might  grow  out  of  such  powers, 
and  to  keep  the  administration  of  such  State 
government  within  the  pale  of  your  Federal 
ccMistitntion? 

If  the  judiciary  could  remedy  all  the  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  I  am  not  disposed  to  neglect  my  duty, 
and  disregard  the  rights  which  are  guaranteed 
even  to  the  black  man.    The  rights  of  the  col- 


ored citizens,  and  it  has  been  demonstrated  by 
my  friend  nrom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Eustis) 
that  there  are  many  such  in  the  Northern 
States,  are  as  sacred  as  those  of  the  white  citi- 
zens. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
said,  that  a  limitation  or  restriction  upon  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  be 
imposed,  by  adding  to  the  resolution  under 
consideration  a  provision,  that  no  law  should 
be  enacted  under  the  clause  in  question,  to  af- 
fect the  rights  of  citizens  of  other  States.  But, 
sir,  that  gentleman  must  be  aware  that  such  a 
provision,  though  it  be  made  a  fundamental 
consideration  of  the  administration,  can  have 
no  force  or  effect  against  her  will.  No  act  of 
Congress  can  qualify  or  make  void  any  article 
of  her  constitution  after  or  at  the  time  of  her 
admission.  Such  a  provision  is  no  more  than 
a  naked  proposition,  which  Missouri  will  be  at 
liberty  to  accept  or  reject,  and  without  her  as- 
sent would  be  inoperative  and  futile. 

Sir,  though  I  am  sincerely  desirous  to  termi- 
nate the  discussion,  and  settle  the  question  at 
the  present  session,  I  cannot  adopt  such  a  pro- 
vision, and  trust  to  Missouri  to  expunge  the 
offensive  clause  in  her  constitution. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr. 
Lowndes  and  Mr.  Foot,  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Foot  observed  he  was  very  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  applying  his  remarks  to  him.  He 
appealed  to  that  gentleman,  or  any  member  of 
this  House,  to  point  out  a  single  instance  in 
which  any  proposition  made  by  him  was  de- 
signed or  calculated,  either  to  embarrass  any 
subject  or  involve  the  House  in  difficulty,  as 
suggested  by  the  gentleman.  He  had  uniformly 
opposed  any  attempt  to  effect  an  object  by  in- 
direct legislation  or  by  stratagem.  He  consid- 
ered that  the  correct  course  in  legislation  was  to 
meet  every  subject  in  an  open,  fair,  and  direct 
way,  and  he  would  never  shrink  from  respon- 
sibility ;  and  he  assured  the  gentleman  his  object 
in  proposing  the  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
in  preference  to  making  it  a  distinct  proposition, 
was,  that  he  considered  this  the  most  regular 
course  which  could  be  adopted,  and,  in  his  opin- 
ion, most  likely  to  effect  the  object  which  seem- 
ed to  be  wished  by  a  great  nugority  of  the 
House. 

With  these  impressions  he  could  not  consent 
to  withdraw  the  proposed  amendment,  nor  for 
a  moment  abandon  the  hope  that  on  this,  as  a 
ba^  the  propositions  of  gentlemen  might,  by 
affording  an  opportunity  for  a  free  interchange 
of  opinions,  eventuate  in  the  adoption  of  some 
amendment  to  the  resolution  by  a  large  majority 
of  this  House,  by  which  Missouri  might,  during 
the  present  session,  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
and,  as  the  difference  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  question  seemed  not  insurmountable,  since 
gentlemen  had  distinctly  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion to  revive  the  question  of  restriction,  he 
could  not  but  cherish  the  hope  that  confidence 
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and  harmony  wonld  soon  be  restored  in  the  na- 
tional counoils,  and  through  the  Union. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Foot^s  amendment, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  latter,  after 
the  word  "  Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

''And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by 
Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State  impairing  or  contrayening  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, or  immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States, 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  And  provided^ 
furtheTy  That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the  con- 
stitution already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State,  shall, 
as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent  of 
Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent  by  a 
public  act  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested 
copy  of  such  act,  by  the  first  day  of  the  said  session." 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  protesting  against  these  proceedings, 
and  opposing  his  voice  to  the  assumption  of 
enormous  powers  by  this  House;  powers  so 
great  that  the  oldest  statesmen,  a  few  little 
years  ago,  would  have  trembled  to  assert.  You 
have  made  deep  inroads  into  the  constitution, 
and^  if  you  now  assume  the  power  to  legislate 
over  a  new  State,  I  know  not  how  soon  you  will 
exercise  it  over  others ;  and  I,  as  a  Representa- 
tive from  an  old  State,  can  never  consent  to 
auch  usurpations. 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  could 
vote  for  neither  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Roes  stated  the  reasons  of  his  opposition 
to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  in  any  shape 
it  was  likely  to  assume. 

Mr.  Habdik,  in  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the 
question  settled,  was  willing  to  agree  to  both 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  Rhsa,  after  making  some  remarks,  moved 
the  committee  should  rise,  with  a  view  to  de- 
manding the  previous  question,  which  would 
preclude  all  debate  and  amendment,  and  present 
to  the  House  a  naked  and  direct  question  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Clat  eamesUy  opposed  this  course,  as 
going  to  dose  the  door  on  the  spirit  of  accom- 
modation. 

The  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise  was 
n^tived  by  a  large  megority. 

Mr.  Clay,  then,  after  an  earnest  appeal  to  all 
parts  of  the  House  to  bring  to  the  future  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  minds  prepared  to  harmonize, 
and  forever  settie  this  distracting  question  to 
mutual  satisfaction,  and  expressing  his  desire 
more  fully  to  examine  Mr.  Stobbs^s  proposition, 
to  see  whether  he  could  bring  his  mind  to  assent 
to  it,  as  he  wished  to  do,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee now  rise,  in  order  to  have  the  several 
propositions  for  amendment  printed. 

litis  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  gave  notice  he  should  again 
call  up  the  subject  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowin>E8  wished  it  deferred  until  Friday 
next,  to  give  more  time. 


Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  compromise  with  his 
friend  for  Thursday.  He  did  not  like  the  idea 
of  taking  up  this  question  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  he  proposed,  at  a  future 
day,  to  offer  the  following  amendment,  which 
he  now  read,  to  follow  the  word  "  Union :" 

*<That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
shall  pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities secured  to  the  citizens  of  each  State,  under  the 
first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
as  well  as  the  others. 


Thubsday,  February  1. 
Missouri — Beaolutionfrom  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  House  then  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  resolution  frt)m  the  Senate,  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  in  animated  debate, 
and  interesting  proceedings. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Foot,  was  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  of  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing : 

'*  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fundamental 
condition,  upon  which  the  sud  State  is  incorporated 
into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  twenty-sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  which  has 
been  submitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  '  to  prevent  free 
negp^>es  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling 
in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,*  shall  be 
expunged  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  for  amending  said  oonstita- 
tion.** 

Mr.  Stobbs  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  after  the 
word  ^^  Union,'*  in  the  third  line,  and  inserting 
the  following : 

"  And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by 
Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  State,  impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, or  immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  :  And  pro- 
vided^furtherj  That  the  Legislature  acting  under  the 
constitution  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State, 
shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,}  declare  their  assent, 
by  a  public  act,  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an 
attested  copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  said 
session.** 

After  much  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs 
was  negatived — 80  votes  to  61. 

Mr.  Haoblby  then  moved  to  strike  out  all 
Mr.  Foot's  amendment,  after  the  word  "  Union," 
and  insert,  in  lien  thereof,  the  following : 

"  And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said 
State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resdutioa  is  passed  by 
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Coogiesa^)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
Mid  State,  to  preveot  sach  free  negroes  or  mnlattoes 
from  entering  into,  and  settling  in,  sud  State,  as  may 
be  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union  :  And 
provided,  further,  That  the  Legislatare,  acting  nnder 
the  constitntion  already  adopted  in  Missonri  as  a 
State,  ahal],  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the 
ooBisent  of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their 
assent,  by  a  pnblic  act,  to  the  said  condition,  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Con- 
gress an  attested  copy  of  soch  act  by  the  first  day  of 
the  aaid  session." 

After  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Haoklet 
waa  negatived— 70  to  66. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  the  amendment  pre- 
viously suggested  by  him,  viz :  to  strike  out  so 
much  of  Mr.  Foot's  amendment  as  follows  the 
word  "  Union,"  and  insert,  in  lien  thereof^  the 
following : 

<'That  the  Lej^atnze  of  the  State  of  Missonri 
than  pass  no  law  unpairing  the  privileges  and  imnra- 
nities  secured  to  the  citizens  of  each  State,  under  the 
first  danse  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Cottstitntion  of  the  United  States.* 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived — 74 
votes  to  65. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Foot's 
motion  to  amend  as  above,  and  decided  in  the 
n^ative  by  a  large  migority. 

Mr.  McLaitb  then  moved  his  amendment,  as 
stated ;  and  then,  after  having  previously  several 
times  refused  to  rise,  a  motion  to  that  enect  pre- 
vailed, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  February  2. 
Report  on  Gold  Coin, 

Mr.  WHimAK,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inqxure  into  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing the  relative  value  of  the  gold  hereafter  to  be 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

Hie  oommlttee  who  were  directed  to  inqoire  into 
tiie  expediency  of  increasing  the  relative  value  of 
gold  hereafter  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  have  attended 
to  that  sobject,  and  beg  leave  respectfolly  to  report, 
that  they  are  of  opinion  the  value  of  American  gold, 
compared  with  silver,  ought  to  be  somewhat  higher 
than  by  law  at  present  established.  On  inqnixy,  tiiey 
find,  that  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and  of  the  United 
States^  have,  in  a  great  measure,  disappeared ;  and, 
fiom  iJie  best  calcrolation  that  can  be  made,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  they  will  be  wholly  banished 
from  drcolation,  and  it  ooght  not  to  be  a  matter  of 
surprise,  nndei^our  present  regulations,  that  this 
duold  be  the  db. 

There  remains  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  gold 
eoins  of  the  United  States  are,  by  our  law^  rated  at  a 
value  lower  than  in  almost  any  other  country,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  silver.  This  occasions  the  gold 
to  be  constantly  selected,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  in 
preference  to  sUver,  whenever  required  for  remittance 
from  diis  to  foreign  countries ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
prcTeuts  those  who  have  occasion  to  remit  to  the 
United  States  from  doing  it  in  gold.  Hence  there  is 
aoootxnual  and  steady  drain  of  that  metal  from  this 


oountiy,  without  any  correspondent  return,  which 
must  continue  while  there  remains  any  of  it  among 
us.  The  importations  of  it  wiU  be  confined  to  smaU 
quantities,  and  from  countries  from  which  nothing 
better  can  be  obtained. 

There  have  been  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars  in  gold.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can, 
at  this  time,  be  found  within  the  United  States.  It  is 
ascertained,  in  one  of  our  principal  commercial  cities, 
quite  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mint,  that  the  gold  coin 
iu  an  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  there  located,  in  November,  1819, 
amounted  to  $165,000,  and  the  silver  coin  to  $118,- 
000.  That,  since  that  time,  the  silver  coin  has  in- 
creased to  $700,000,  while  the  gold  coin  has  diminish- 
ed to  the  sum  of  $1,200,  one  hundred  only  of  which 
is  American.  And  it  is  stated  that  the  vaults  of  the 
State  banks  in  the  same  city,  having  a  capital  in  the 
aggregate,  as  is  believed,  of  nearly  eight  millions,  ex- 
hibit a  similar  result  It  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted, 
that,  on  examination  in  the  other  commercial  cities, 
similar  additional  proof  would  be  furnished. 

It  now  becomes  a  question  of  serious  import,  to  be 
decided  by  the  nation,  whether  a  gold  currency  be  at 
all  desirable,  or  whether  it  should  wholly  give  place 
to  silver  ?  By  some  a  silver  currency  is  deemed  the 
most  eligible.  They  contend  that  onr  circulatmg 
metallic  currency  should  be  ponderous,  and  inoouve- 
nient  of  transmission ;  that  it  would,  in  such  case, 
remain  in  the  countiy,  and  stationary. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  believed,  by  your  commit- 
tee, that  a  more  portable  currency  may  be,  on  many 
accounts,  and  in  many  instances  must  be,  much  moie 
convenient,  and  in  some  cases  absolutely  necessary. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  lighter  and  smaller  the 
currency,  in  proportion  to  its  value,  the  greater  will 
be  the.  accommcNlatiou  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  great  extremes  of  the  Union.  In  proportion  to 
this  facility,  the  price  of  exchange  will  be  lessened ; 
commercial  transactions  would  £us  be  carried  on  at 
an  enhanced  profit  to  all  concerned.  Moi^over,  in 
time  of  war,  it  will  never  fail  to  become  requisite  to 
make  use  of  specie  in  payments  and  remittances ; 
and  these  will  be  demanded,  almost  exclusively,  at  the 
extreme  borders  and  frontierB  of  the  Union,  in.  such 
case  gold  furnishes  a  medium  which  will  not  only  be 
light  and  convenient,  but  which  can  be  transmitted 
with  secrecy,  thereby  avoiding  the  risks  incident  to 
war  and  commotioa  Those  who  carry  their  recol- 
lections back  to  the  incidents  of  the  late  war,  cannot 
fail  of  being  forcibly  impressed  with  this  idea. 

Our  empire  is  widely  extended,  and  becoming  more 
so;  and,  at  the  same  tune,  sparsely  settled.  The 
transmission  of  large  sums,  especially  in  time  of  war, 
if  in  ponderous  silver,  must  be  extremely  inconven- 
ient, and  oftentimes  attended  with  groat  danger.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  as  currency,  the  gold 
com  has,  in  this  countiy,  manifest  advantaged  over 
that  of  silver. 

But  there  is  another  particular  not  unworthy  of 
consideration.  We  have  before  stated  that  the  gold 
coins  are  worth,  in  foreign  countries,  more,  in  com- 
parison with  silver,  than  in  our  own.  The  average 
of  this  increased  value  is  believed  to  exceed  six-tenths 
of  a  dollar  in  every  fifteen  dollars.  In  Spain  and  Por-> 
tugal,  three  half  eagles  are  worth  sixteen  dollars  ;  in 
Cuba,  seventeen ;  in  the  West  Indies,  generally,  six- 
teen ;  in  England,  fifteen  and  one-fifth ;  in  Holland, 
fifteen;  and  in  France,  fifteen  and  a  half.    These 
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calculations  may  not  be  preciMly  as  stated,  but  aie 
believed  to  be  nearly  accurate. 

In  the  United  States,  before  the  establishment  of 
the  present  Government,  it  has  heretofore  been  ascer- 
tained by  a  committee  of  Congress,  that,  by  custom, 
the  value  of  gold  has  been  considered  as  equivalent 
to  about  fifteen  and  six-tenths  of  its  weight  in  silver. 
This,  without  doubt,  arose  from  finding  this  to  be  the 
average  of  the  different  values  affixed  to  the  gold  in 
different  foreign  oountriesL 

Why  it  was  thought  proper,  on  establishing  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  this  value  to  fif- 
teen for  one,  it  is  not  now  material  to  inquire.  It  is 
sufficient  to  know,  from  unhappy  experience,  that  its 
tendency  is  to  rid  us  of  a  gold  currency,  and  leave  us 
nothing  but  silver. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  in  conformity  to  the 
ibregoing  sentiments,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bilL 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Missouri — Resolution  from  the  Senate. 

The  HoQse  wun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate^s  resolution 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri. 

The  following  amendment  proposed  on  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  being  un- 
der consideration,  yiz :  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
to  the  resolution^  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Blissouri,  (if  any  sudb 
there  be,)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
said  State  of  Missouri  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
or  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislature  to  pass  any 
law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  any  of  the 

giivileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several 
•tates :  And  provided,  farther.  That  no  law  of  the 
said  State  shall  be  construed  to  deny  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States. 

A  long  debate  took  place,  not  so  much  on 
this  particular  amendment  as  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  evils  of  shivery,  the  rights  of  the 
South,  the  balance  of  power,  the  nature  of  the 
obligations  and  benefits  of  the  Union,  &o. 

Mx.  Oampbell  rose  and  said,  he  was  not 
ignorant  of  tlie  anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  all 
aides  of  the  House,  to  have  the  question  now 
under  discussion  determined.  Notwithstand- 
ing he  felt  this  anxiety  in  common  with  others, 
he  hoped  a  disposition  to  cultivate  patience  a 
little  longer  would  be  indulged,  particularly 
when  a  member  not  in  the  habit  of  obtruding, 
wished  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  MoLaits,)  who  presented  the  amendment 
now  under  oonfflderalion,  had  evinced  so  much 
candor,  and  so  often  repeated  his  invitations  to 
those  disagreeing  with  him  on  the  main  ques- 
tion, to  meet  him  in  the  spirit  of  amity  on  his 
proposition  to  amend,  that  he  would  offer  his 


reasons  why  he  could  not  What,  Mr.  0.  asked, 
is  the  olject  of  the  amendment  ?  If  he  under- 
stood its  import,  it  is  intended,  at  least  indirect- 
ly, to  alter  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  If  not  io 
expunge  the  exceptionable  clause,  certainly  to 
give  it,  or  any  act  passed  in  conformity  thereto, 
such  an  interpretation  as  the  convention  never 
intended,  mience  does  Congress  derive  this 
immensity  of  power  ?  Or  on  what  occasion  has 
the  employment  of  it  been  indicated?  This 
doctrine  is  yery  different  from  that  for  which 
the  gentleman  at  the  last  session  so  'ably  con- 
tended. At  that  time  it  was  alleged  we  had 
no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  constitution 
of  a  State  about  to  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  If  Congress  be  competent  to  interfere 
in  any  way,  wim  one  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  an  interference  with  another,  and 
indeed  with  every  other,  would  be  equally  ad- 
missible. Mr.  0.  said  he  considered  the  amend- 
ment a  perfect  cipher,  and  so  would  it,  if  adopt- 
ed, be  deemed  by  the  people  of  Missouri.  To 
any.  such  modification  their  consent  would  be 
indispensable.  And  how  was  this  to  be  obt^n- 
ed?  Mr.  0.  said  he  knew  of  no  way  but 
through  another  convention,  and  he  defied 
gentlemen  to  point  out  any  other  legitimate 
mode.  Mr.  0.  said  Missouri  is  unrepresented 
here ;  and  if  she  were,  who  could  believe  her 
representation  vested  with  power  to  enter  into 
any  compact  binding  on  her,  relative  to  her 
constitution  ? 

Mr.  0.  said  it  had  been  remarked  by  many 
of  the  friends  of  Missouri,  and  by  none  with 
greater  energy  than  by  a  distinguished  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  that  if  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  be  incompatible  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  so  far  void,  and  the 
legitimate  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion is  the  judiciary.  This  is  a  position,  he  said, 
to  the  correctness  of  which  he  could  not  in  con- 
science subscribe.  It  was  so  repugnant  to  his 
views  that  he  must  reject  it  as  most  dangerons 
in  practice.  By  an  act  of  the  last  session  we 
authorized  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution,  which,  among  other  conditions, 
was  required  to  be  in  conformity  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  A  constitution  has 
been  framed  and  submitted  to  us  for  inspection 
— ^inspection  for  what  purpose  ?  Certainly  that 
we  might  decide  upon  its  provisions,  which  if 
not  repugnant  to  the  rule  prescribed,  she  would 
be  entitl^  in  good  faith  to  admission — ^if  repug- 
nant, she  must  suffer  rejection,  with  howeyer 
much  pain  accompanied.  To  com|  to  a  decision 
in  this  manner,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  c^ceived  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  Congress ;  a  duty,  from  the  per- 
formance of  which,  he  could  assure  gentlemen 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  shrink,  by  remitting  it 
to  the  Judiciary.  Is  not  the  question  fairly  be- 
fore us,  and  how  can  we  evade  a  direct  and 
unequivocal  answer,  regardless  of  consequences! 
Should  Missouri  be  admitted,  and  that  part  of 
her  constitution  to  which  objection  is  made  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  rights  of  an  individual, 
he  believed  the  court  ought  to  and  would  inter- 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


Fbsscabt,  1821.] 


Mistouri-^JUtolution  from  the  Senate. 


[H.  OF  R. 


fere.  This  he  had  always  understood  was  pe- 
eoliarly  the  proyinoe  of  the  jndicial  department, 
where  the  constitationaHty  of  an  act  was  called 
in  question.  It  was  a  power  which  he  hoped 
wonld  always  he  prudently  exercised. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  was  willing,  if  it  were  thought 
necessary,  to  TOte  for  another  act  or  resolution 
to  enable  the  people  of  Missouri  to  cdl  a  con- 
vention to  form  a  new  constitution,  or  to  alter 
Uie  present  one  in  such  a  way  as  to  obviate  ob- 
jections. Or  if  she  chose  to  do  this  without  the 
assistanee  of  Congress,  he  for  one  would  not  be 
disposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  circumstauce. 

Mr.  O.  said,  as  he  now  had  the  opportunity, 
he  wonld  declare,  he  had  yesterday  listened  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seb- 
geakt)  with  impatience.  That  gentleman  had 
assigned  sundry  reasons  why  the  subject  should 
be  postponed  until  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Congress,  when  it  could  be  settled  more  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  nation.  He  thought  the 
question  was  fully  understood,  as  well  as  the 
bearings  it  would  probably  have  upon  our  na- 
tional character ;  and  he,  for  one,  was  prepared 
to  dedde  the  naked  proposition  of  admission  or 
rejection.  The  gentleman  has  alluded  to  a  strife 
for  power,  and  &  he  understood  him,  he  meant 
a  power  which  was  to  be  acquired  by  a  new 
party.  Such  considerations,  Mr.  C.  said,  should 
have  no  influence  on  him  in  pronouncing  judg- 
ment on  a  constitutional  question.  What,  he 
wonld  ask,  could  the  new  party,  which  it  is 
snppc^ed  is  now  springiug  up,  profit  him,  or  the 
State  which  he  assists  to  represent  ?  Should  it 
increase  and  attain  full  stature,  could  the  North- 
west expect  favors  which  are  now  denied  ? 

Mr.  OusHMAK,  of  Maine,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Not  being  habituated  to  par- 
Eamentary  debate,  and  possessing  a  set  of  nerves 
easfly  disconcerted,  I  but  seldom  lift  my  voice 
for  or  against  any  thing.  But,  on  this  occasion, 
I  have  strong  inducements  to  depart  from  my 
nsnal  silence.  Besides  the  right  which  I  have, 
in  common  with  others,  of  expressing  my  opin- 
ioas,  I  now  have  reasons  peculiar  to  myself  A 
man  suspected  of  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanor9--4lie  high  crime  of  a  patriotic  ambi- 
tion— ^tbe  misdemeanor  of  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve the  Union  entire,  by  preserving  the 
balance  of  its  parts,  may  surely  claim  the  right 
to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence. 

It  is  tme^  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  slavery  in  every  form.  And  I  contend 
against  its  extension  on  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  purest  principles  of  humanity.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  fraught  with  the  most  deleterious 
evils-  It  cannot  but  have  an  effect  in  some  in- 
stances, injurious  to  the  finer  feelings  of  the 
heart.  I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  are 
high-minded  gentlemen,  who  not  only  seem  to 
deny  to  the  African  the  capability  of  becoming  a 
citizen  in  this  country,  but  also  are  inclined  to 
r^nse  him  a  place  on  the  roll  of  human  beings. 
I  shall  attempt  no  learned  analysis  to  prove  that 
a  negro  is  a  man.  I  shall  not  contend  that  he 
19  possessed  of  an  organized  human  body,  to 


which  there  is  superadded  a  rational  soul.  The 
definition  of  man,  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  is 
sufficient  for  my  purpose — Animal  bipes  im- 
plume.  If  this  definition  be  correct^  it  will 
follow  that  a  negro  is  a  man.  He  is  certainly 
an  animal  with  two  legs :  and  though  he  may 
have  something  resembling  wool,  he  is  also 
without  feathers — which  corresponds  to  the  de- 
finition given.  And,  if  a  man,  he  is  **  endowed 
with  certain  inalienable  rights;"  for,  in  the 
first  article  of  the  political  creed  of  our  coun- 
try, it  is  declared  to  be  a  "  self-evident  truth, 
that  all  men  are  created  equal."  But,  however 
this  may  be,  it  will  be  agreed  that  an  African 
is  endowed  with  a  degree  of  sensibility— that 
he  is  susceptible  of  pleasure  and  pain — ^that 
many  of  the  race  are  capable  of  strong  sensa- 
tions of  gratitude  and  love.  If  so.  these  feel- 
ings, by  their  condition  even  in  tnis  country, 
must  be  injured  to  a  degree  at  which  humanity 
cannot  but  recoil.  Who,  unmoved,  could  be- 
hold the  anguish  of  conjugal  attachment,  the 
ye^ings  of  parental  Mection,  the  pathetdo 
cries  and  tears  of  filial  tenderness,  which  cannot 
but  be  felt  and  expressed,  when  husband  and 
wife,  parent  and  child,  brother  and  sister,  are 
forcibly  separated  from  each  other,  and  trans- 
ferred, like  beasts  of  burden,  or  as  insensible 
property,  from  owner  to  owner  I  Sir,  could  I 
even  reflect  with  indifference  on  such  scenes  of 
agony  and  human  woe,  I  should  be  ashamed  to 
claim  kindred  with  the  human  race ;  and  even 
blush  to  call  God  my  heavenly  Father.  Slavery, 
sir,  in  our  country,  admits  of  no  apology  but 
stem  imperious  necessity.  There  is  no  color  of 
excuse  by  extending  to  increase  the  eviL 

But,  though  I  contend  against  the  spread  of 
slavery,  on  humane  principles,  yet  I  never  in- 
sinuated that  these  were  my  only  motives.  I 
have  also  strong  reasons  of  policy.  It  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  wise  or  safe  to  spread  over  a 
new  country  a  population  which,  instead  of 
adding,  must  impair  its  physical  strength.  A 
slave  is  neither  a  soldier,  nor  a  seaman,  nor  an 
artisan,  except  of  the  lowest  kind.  Many  of 
them  are  but  menial  servants,  who  do  not  re- 
produce the  food  which  they  consume.  The 
earth,  in  general,  is  net  so  well  cultivated  by 
slaves,  nor  made  to  exhibit  those  scenes  of  fer- 
tility and  beauty  which  are  to  be  seen  where 
the  owners  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Nor 
can  a  section  of  country,  where  the  population 
consists  but  4n  part  of  slaves,  furnish  such  num- 
bers, for  common  defence,  as  can  be  spared  in 
a  free  State,  where  every  able-bodied  man  ib  a 
soldier.  It  is  known  that  in  all  our  wars,  some 
of  the  slaves  are  too  much  indined  to  go  over 
to  the  enemy.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  wrong — but 
it  is  in  a  degree  natural.  For,  according  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  if  a  slave  has  any  country,  it  is  not 
that  in  which  he  is  holden  in  bondage.  Allured 
by  the  hope  held  out  by  an  insidious  foe,  tiiey 
are  ready  to  engage  in  some  work  of  mischi^ 
or  blood.  Hence,  in  times  of  danger  or  inva- 
sions, a  country  so  circumstanced,  instead  of 
furnishing  its  fair  proportion  of  soldiers  to  op- 
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pose  a  pnblio  enemy,  nught  retain  somewhat  of 
its  physical  strength  at  home  for  purposes  of 
safety— to  suppress  domestic  insurreotion-— to 
protect  their  wires  and  children,  their  altars 
and  their  firesides.  It  would  be  peculiarly  im- 
politic to  place  our  frontiers — ^those  inlets  of  an 
invading  foe — ^in  such  jeopardy. 

The  territories  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  are  to  become  oon« 
stituent  parts  of  our  Republic.  Every  portion 
of  the  Union,  therefore,  must  feel  a  deep  inter- 
est, that  the  population  of  the  States,  which 
are  to  be  formed  out  of  these  territories,  espe- 
cially if  the  West  is  destined  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  empire,  should  consist,  not  of  slaves,  who 
might  endanger  the  public  safety,  but  of  citi- 
zens— enlightened,  virtuous,  enterprising  citi- 
zens— able  to  contribute  to  the  ornament  and 
defence  of  our  common  country. 

It  is,  sir,  in  the  nature  of  man,  especially  of 
irresponsible  bodies  of  men,  and  aJl  triumphant 
majorities  are  irresponsible  when  fortified  by 
power,  to  be  forgetful  of  right.  Those  but  sel- 
dom obtain  justice,  who  are  not  in  a  situation 
to  cause  its  claims  to  be  respected.  The  sound- 
est maxims  of  policy  require  that  no  section  of 
our  country  should  gain  such  an  enormous  as- 
cendency as  to  give  the  law  to  the  rest.  It 
would,  in  time,  crush  the  other  under  its  feet. 
To  guard  against  such  an  abuse,  there  should  be 
preserved  a  balance  of  power — ^yes,  sir,  a  bal- 
ance of  power.  At  the  repetition  of  the  phrase 
gentiemen  seem  to  take  the  alarm.  As  if 
struck  with  a  panic,  they  almost  lose  the  bal- 
ance of  their  minds,  to  say  nothing  of  the  har- 
mony of  their  good  feelings.  The  balance  of 
power  1  exclaim  gentlemen,  in  astonishment — 
as  if  they  saw  in  it  an  ill  omen,  portentous  of 
direful  events— some  dreadful  calamity  impend- 
ing over  our  Republic.  What  do  you  mean, 
say  they,  by  the  balance  of  power?  I  mean, 
sir,  in  the  nation,  something  like  that  equilib- 
rium preserved  in  the  natural  world  by  the 
operation  of  the  centripetal  and  the  centrifugal 
forces  of  nature — ^the  action  of  the  one,  and 
the  reaction  of  the  other.  As  on  this  equi- 
librium depends  the  order  and  harmony  of  the 
natural  system,  so  on  a,  balance  of  power  re- 
sembling this  depends  the  safety  of  our  con- 
federated Republic.  But  if  gentlemen  are  dis- 
pleased with  this  illustration,  I  will  attempt  an- 
other— 1  mean,  sir,  something  in  our  Federal 
system,  resembling  the  barriers  which  prevent 
the  ocean  from  overflowing  the  land — ^nxed  by 
the  Almighty,  when  he  said  to  its  turbulent 
waters,  ^^  Hitherto  thou  hast  come,  but  thou 
shdt  proceed  no  further — and  here  shall  thy 
proud  waves  be  stayed."  This  balance  of  pow- 
er has  been  highly  usefhl  in  other  countries. 
When  it  has  been  entirely  broken  down,  the 
consequence  has  been  fatal  to  nations,  as  it  has 
lately  been  seen  in  the  convulsions  of  Europe. 
But  fortunate,  sir,  for  the  world,  by  the  mag- 
nanimous pohcy  of  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
this  balance  was  restored,  and  nations,  as  the 
result,  are  beating  tiieir  swords  into  plough- 


shares, and  spears  into  pruning-hooks^  and  seem 
to  be  mdined  to  learn  war  no  more !  I  believe, 
sir,  that  a  bahmce  of  power  would  not  be  with- 
out some  salutary  effect  in  this  nation.  It 
might  restrain  the  intemperance  of  inordinate 
ambition  in  individuals,  and  dieck  the  proud 
assumptions  of  aspiring  States.  But,  sir,  to  re- 
turn from  this  seeming  digression  into  which  I 
have  been  led  by  the  observations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  I  have 
further  to  say,  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
portions  of  tms  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving it  entire,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  submitted  to  an  evil  for  which 
they  could  provide  no  speedy  remedy.  Our 
country  was  then  bounded  by  the  Mississippi, 
and  littie  was  to  be  apprehended,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  States  was  at  that  period,  from  an 
overgrown  power,  derived  frt>m  a  slave  popu- 
lation. But  could  it  have  been  foreseen  that  a 
territory  west  of  that  river,  larger  than  the  old 
thirteen  United  States,  would  huKve  been  added 
to  our  country,  out  of  which  new  States,  almost 
to  infinity,  were  to  be  formed,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  holdhur  slaves,  I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  Massachusetts,  nor  any  part  of  New 
England,  and  perhaps  none  of  tne  now  free 
States  tnen  extant,  would  have  consented,  on 
such  terms,  to  have  come  into  this  Union. 

Mr.  Ttlxb  said  that  he  had,  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  maintained  a  profound  silence  on 
the  interesting  topic  which  nad  so  Ions  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  nation ;  that 
nothing  but  the  expos6  whidi  had  been  made 
to  the  House  by  the  gentieman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Skbobant,)  could  have  induced  him 
now  to  present  himself  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  upon  a  subject  so  hackneyed.  The  re- 
marks inade  by  that  gentienoan  were  of  a  char- 
acter so  novel  and  alarming,  that  it  would  not 
become  him  to  pass  them  by  unnoticed.  The 
gentieman  (Mr.  Sargbakt)  had  talked  about 
tike  balance  of  power.  What  is  it  that  the  gen- 
tieman means  by  this  language  ?  Had  he  well 
weighed  it  before  he  gave  it  utterance  ?  To  hia 
mind  the  gentieman  had  coloured  up  a  fearful 
fiend.  He  had  told  us  that  no  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  keeping  alive  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  cried  "  peace,  peaoe,*^  when  he 
had  presented  himself  as  fighting  under  the 
banners  of  a  fiend  from  which  Mr.  T.  turned 
with  fear  and  dismay.  Look  on  the  page  of 
history,  and  tell  me  (said  Mr.  T.)  what  has  been 
the  most  fruitM  cause  of  war,  of  rapine,  and 
of  death  ?  Has  it  been  any  other  tiian  this 
struggle  for  the  balance  of  power  ?  Desolation 
has,  in  all  ages,  marked  its  existence,  and  heca- 
tombs of  slaughtered  victims  have  been  raised 
to  appease  its  mry.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is  a  monster 
that  feasts  on  the  bodies  of  mangled  carcasses, 
and  swills  on  human  blood.  And  has  it  come 
to  this,  that  we  are  now  to  enter  into  this  strug- 
gle for  power  ?  And  against  whom  do  gentie- 
men propose  to  carrv  on  this  war  ?  Against 
brethren — ^members  of  the  same  common  family. 
It  might  be  natural  to  wish  to  elevate  ourselves 
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to  a  saperiority  of  power  in  reference  to  for- 
eign nations;  but  it  is  unnatural,  to  aaj  the 
le«st  of  it,  for  one  section  of  a  common  conntrj,- 
to  entertain  a  wish  of  the  sort  in  reference  to 
the  rest.  Equality  is  all  that  can  be  asked  for, 
and  that  equality  is  secured  to  each  State  of 
this  Union  by  the  constitution  of  the  land.  But 
what  is  the  character  of  the  power  sought  now 
to  he  obtained  by  the  gentleman  and  his  asso- 
dates?  Do  they  want  to  secure  to  the  non- 
sbTeholding  States  a  preponderance  in  the  Na- 
tional Legislature?  We  hare  been  told  cor- 
rectly by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  that  they  already  have  the  prepon- 
derance of  twenty  odd  votes.  This,  then,  it  is 
obTious,  cannot  be  the  power,  for  the  acquisition 
of  which  they  are  ready  to  undertake  this 
crusade  against  the  South  and  West.  I,  said 
^.  T.,  follow  but  the  inference  which  the  mem- 
ber from  New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  has  drawn, 
when  I  express  the  hypothesis,  that  it  must  be 
a  power  of  a  different  character  which  gentle- 
men are  in  pursuit  o£  It  may  be  their  purpose 
to  devate  to  high  stations  some  particular  fa- 
vorites. 

But  what  can  a  minority  of  this  House  hope 
to  gain  by  this  unhallowed  stmg^e  ?  It  is  a 
game  at  wUch  only  a  few  can  win,  and  all  that 
will  remain  to  the  nujori^  of  the  actors  in  this 
drama  will  be  the  slave-like  privilege  of  wor- 
shipping at  the  feet  of  an  idoL  And  has  it 
come  to  this,  that,  instead  of  lookmg  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  country's  happiness,  we  shall 
now  use  our  efforts  to  advance  the  political 
views  of  an  individual  ?  I  should  be  willing  to 
sacrifice  myself  on  the  altar  of  my  country,  for 
the  common  good.  I  idolize  the  institutions  of 
this  highly  favored  land ;  but  I  never  will  con- 
sent to  become  the  idolater  of  any  man  on 
ear^  I  know  but  of  one  rule  to  govern  me  in 
selecting  men  for  office,  audit  Ib  found  in  the 
wisdom,  intelligence,  and  virtue  of  the  candi- 
date. Whether  he  be  bom  in  Massachnsetts  or 
Virginia,  is  a  consideration  unworthy  of  being 
taken  into  the  estimate.  I^  then,  tiiere  be  a 
man  in  this  House  or  nation,  governed  by  mo- 
tives of  a  different  character,  in  the  name  of 
virtue  and  patriotism,  I  demand  that  he  shall 
abjure  them. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ssbobant,)  as  another 
reason  for  postponing  this  question  to  the  next 
•esBion  of  OongresB,  urged  tne  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  ^ple|,  and  intimated  that  they 
mi^t  be  dissatished  with  a  decision  now.  No 
man,  said  Mr.  T.,  holds  in  higher  reverence  the 
wishes  of  the  people  than  I  do.  The  wishes  of 
my  constituents  on  any  subject  other  than  a 
constitutional  question,  would  be  my  law.  But 
they  have  elected  us  to  act  for  them,  and  on 
this  subject  they  leave  us  uninstructed.  While 
it  would  but  answer  the  end  of  our  agency  here 
to  bow  to  their  will,  when  properly  expressed, 
it  wodld  be  worse  than  degrading  for  us  to  hesi- 
tate about  acting,  lest  we  might  incur  their  dis- 
ideasure.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  what  would 
he  the  weight  of  their  displeasure  ?    Our  coun- 


try is  agitated  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other; 
a  state  of  things  exists  calculated  to  fill  the  mind 
of  the  patriot  with  awful  forebodings  of  the 
future ;  a  breach  has  been  made  in  the  affec- 
tions of  this  people  for  each  other,  which  every 
day  serves  but  to  enlarge.  Is  there  a  man  who 
hears  me,  who  would  not  be  willing,  like  an- 
otiier  Ourtius,  to  devote  himself  to  destruction 
to  heal  this  breach?  Would  you  prefer  the 
ephemeral  popularity  of  the  hour  to  the  renown 
which  lasts  for  ages  ?  Our  lineage  would  give 
the  He  to  sach  a  slander.  No,  sir ;  let  us  not 
delay  to  settie  this  question,  and  forever.  The 
gentieman  tells  us  the  majority  alone  will  make 
a  sacrifice  by  voting  for  any  proposition  of  com- 
promise. What  is  the  fact?  The  South  con- 
tends that  Missouri  should  be  instantiy  admit- 
ted into  the  Union ;  the  North  cannot  agree  to 
this,  because  it  descries  something  in  the  con- 
stitution repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  answer  to  this  objection 
has  been  repeated  over  and  over  again.  If  such, 
in  truth,  be  the  flEtot,  let  her  come  into  the 
Union,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  will  vindicate  its  own  supremacy.  Tour 
objection,  however,  still  remains  unshaken,  and 
you  propose  that  she  shall  be  admitted,  upon 
the  condition  that  her  Legislature  shall  pass  no 
law  violatory  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union. 
We  meet  you  on  this  half-way  ground,  and  close 
in  with  your  proportion.  Now,  sir,  where  is 
the  sacrifice  of  principle  on  either  side  ?  Tou 
guard  the  constitution  from  infraction,  and  we 
have  no  hesitancy  in  uniting  with  you  in  this 
good  work.  If^  tiien,  gentiemen  are  sincere  in 
the  objection  which  wey  raise,  that  objection 
may  readily  be  removed,  and  I  will  still  enter- 
tain the  hope  that  this  session  will  not  ter- 
minate without  the  final  acyustment  of  this 
odious  subject 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
propos^  amendment^  the  Chairman  pronounced 
the  division  to  be  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  75, 
nays  78. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  House;  and  the  question 
being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
vote  was — yeas  79,  nays  88. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  being  then 
again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Reeolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JUpresentativet 
qf  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assent 
bled,  That  the  State  of  Missooii  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by declared,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whateyer : 
Frovidedj  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  (if  any  such 
there  be)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  which  declares  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  Stobrs  moved  to  amend  the  same  as  fol* 
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lows,  viz :  Strike  ont  from  the  word  "  declared  " 
the  balance  of  the  resolution,  and  insert^  in  lien 
thereof,  the  following : 

"  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  ci  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Statee,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fanda- 
xnental  condition  upon  which  the  said  State  shaU  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  on  the  said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this 
resolution  is  passed  bj  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall 
ever  he  enacted  by  the  said  State,  which  shall  impair 
or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities, 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
any  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens of  other  States,  or  to  prevent  such  persons  from 
removing  to,  and  settling  in,  said  State:  And, pro- 
vided further.  That  the  Legi^ture,  acting  under  the 
constitution  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State, 
shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent 
by  a  public  act  to  the  said  coodition,  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  at- 
tested copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress.** 

Mr.  Olat  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
strikiDg  out  the  words  '*  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  session,^'  where  they  first  ocour ;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to— 78  votes  to  71. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  to  make  it  read  ^^  citizens  of  the  United 
States,''  instead  of  *^  citizens  of  other  States." 
This  motion  was  negatived  by  79  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  EoBEBTsoK  moved  to  amend  the  pro- 
posed amendment  by  striking  out  of  it  the 
words  "  or  to  prevent  such  persons  from  mov- 
ing to  and  setting  in  said  State."  This  motion 
was  negatived  by  79  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  Babboub  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  ont  the  following  words, 
viz :  *^  That  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by 
the  said  State  which  shall  impair  or  contravene 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  secured 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  any 
persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citi- 
zens of  other  States,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof 
inserting  "that  no  law  which  may  be  passed 
by  the  said  State  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or 
immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  the  other 
States  by  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend  the 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CuTHBEBT  having  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question  on  Mr.  Stobbs's  amendment,  so 
as  to  take  it  first  on  agreeing  to  the  following 
words: 

**  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  funda- 
mental condition  upon  which  the  said  State  shall  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual 
obligation  on  the  said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this 
resolution  U  passed  by  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall 
ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State  which  shall  impair 


or  contravene  the  rights,  privileges,  or  xmmunitlei^ 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Ststof  to 
any  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  cili- 
sens  of  other  States  * — 

The  question  was  so  taken  accordingly,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  76,  nays  92. 

So  the  first  part  of  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  the  remainder  fell  to  the  ground  of 
course. 

Mr.  S.  MooBE  then  nlbved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  proviso 
thereto  annexed,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

Provided,  That  the  following  conditions  be  taken 
as  fundamental  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the 
said  State  is  incorporated  into  the  Union,  namely : 
that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
the  third  article  of  the  constitution  submitted  by  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
shall,  as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  said  oonstitation 
will  admit,  be  expunged,  or  so  amended  that  it  shall 
not  be  applicable  to  citizens  of  any  State  in  this 
Union ;  and  that,  until  expunged  or  so  amended,  no 
law  passed  in  conformity  thereto  shall  be  ooDStmed 
to  extend  to  any  citizen  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  56. 

Mr,  Clay* 9  motion  for  a  Committee  qf  Thirteen^ 
Mr.  Clat,  then,  seeing  that  all  eflfort  at 
amendment  had  failed,  and  anxious  to  make  a 
last  effort  to  settle  this  distracting  question, 
moved  to  refer  the  Senate's  resolution  to  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  members. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  ac- 
cordingly : 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.,        Messrs.  Archer,  of  Va^, 

Eustis,  of  Masa,  Hackley,  of  K.  T^ 

Smith,  of  Md.,  S.  Moore,  cf  Pa^ 

Sergeant,  of  Pa.,  Cobb,  of  Ga., 

Lowndes,  of  S.  C,  Tomlmson,  of  Ct^ 

Ford,  of  N.  Y.,  Butler,  of  N.  EL, 

and  Campbell,  of  Ohio. 


Satubdjlt,  February  8. 

Mr.  MoLanb  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  of  course  lies  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vea* 
sels  each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  present  time. 

Appropriation  BiU—Misaouri  in  it. 

On  opening  the  first  item  of  this  bill,  tho 
Missouri  question  was  discovered  lurking  in  it  1 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  having  moved  to 
fill  the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  $814,866,  to 
defray  the  expense  and  compensation  to  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
oflScers,  and  attendants — 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a 
smaller  sum,  presuming  that  the  sum  moved  by 
Mr.  SMrrH  was  founded  on  estimates  including 
the  Delegate  from  Missouri.    As  there  was  no 
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Boeh  Delegate  recognized  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  the  appropriation  onght  to  be  diminished 
aeoordinglj. 

A  good  deal  of  desnltory  debate  followed  on 
ibis  proposition,  the  leading  features  onljr  of 
whicb  are  sketched  below. 

Mr.  BuTLSB,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  of  the 
cbaimiaii  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
whether  the  enm  which  he  had  proposed  was 
intended  to  cover  the  pay  for  the  Senators  from 
MisBoarL 

Mr.  SxrtH  md,  the  som  was  proposed  in  oon- 
Ibnnitj  with  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  was  not  predicated  on  any 
additional  expenditure,  as  the  State  of  Missouri 
had  not  been  admitted.  But  at  any  rate  the  sum 
would  be  sufficient,  because  there  was  always, 
from  the  absence,  the  sickness  at  home,  or  -tiie 
death  of  members,  a  considerable  surplus  left. 

Mr.  MoLean  said,  the  gentleman  n-om  Mis- 
souri did  not  present  himself  as  the  Delegate, 
but  as  the  Representative  from  that  State.  Mr. 
Md^  went  on  to  remark,  that  this  question 
aboat  Miasoari  met  them  at  every  step,  and  in 
every  ahape ;  and  it  really  would  be  better  to 
postpone  this  bill,  and,  indeed,  all  other  im- 
portant bills,  until  that  embarrassing  question 
oonld  be  settled.  With  that  view  he  moved 
thait  the  oommittee  now  rise,  and  report  pro- 


Mr.  Ttxkb  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Mo- 
Ijbak,  and  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail,  es- 
peciaDy  as  the  public  interest  could  not  suffer 
from  a  little  delay  in  passing  the  bilL 

Mr.  Baij)win  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  The  clause  in  question  did  not  go 
into  items  at  all,  and  it  could  not,  therefore, 
well  give  rise  to  the  question  concerning  Mis- 
eoori,  which  had  been  started  by  the  gentieman 
from  Geori^a. 

The  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise  was 
negatived— ayes  81. 

Mr.  Tbocblb  spoke,  to  show  that  Mr.  Cobb 
would  gain  nothing,  if  he  should  even  carry  his 
motion  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  The  ap- 
propriation was  made  as  though  Missouri  was  a 
State ;  if  she  were  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  such,  she  must  be  abandoned  altogether,  or 
must  be  legislated  for  as  a  territory,  and  that 
question  would  with  more  propriety  come  up  in 
another  part  of  the  bill,  making  provision  for 
the  Territories.  He  thought  it  not  necessary, 
therefore,  to  impede  the  bill  by  pressing  this 
motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  observed,  in  substance,  that  the 
som  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  w  ays  and  Means  was  either  too  large  or 
too  smaQ.  If  intended  to  provide  for  Missouri 
as  a  State  it  was  too  small,  as  it  did  not  provide 
ibr  the  Senators ;  and  if  otherwise,  it  was  too 
large.  He  did  not  wish  to  bring  up  at  all  the 
question  concerning  the  present  character  or 
condition  of  Missouri,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
right  to  appropriate  for  a  Delegate  unless  for 
the  Soiators  a&o. 

Mr.  LowKDSS  remarked,  that  whether  they 


took  the  larger  or  the  smaller  sum  was  imma- 
terial, as  either  would  be  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
ject in  any  event ;  there  being  always  a  balance 
of  the  appropriation  left  from  this  branch  of 
the  expenditure.  The  adoption,  therefore,  of 
either  sum  proposed,  could  mvolve  no  question 
relative  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  MoCttllouoh  did  not  conceive  that  the 
appropriation  involved  the  Mssouri  question  at 
alL  They  made  appropriations  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  generally,  with- 
out undertaking  to  say  who  were  Senators  and 
members.  Sudi  as  were  so  would  come  for- 
ward and  receive  their  pay,  and  no  others. 
This  appropriation  was  intended  for  the  current 
year ;  if  Missouri  should  be  admitted,  her  mem- 
bers in  both  Houses  would  be  paid  of  course ; 
if  not,  the  money  would  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  Tbimbls  siud,  the  gentleman  had  told  the 
committee  how  the  members  were  to  be  paid 
if  that  State  should  be  admitted :  but  suppose 
Missouri  should  not  be  admitted,  Mr.  T.  asked, 
how  her  Senators  and  members  were  to  draw 
their  pay  then  ? 

Mr.  MoCuLLOuoH  was  understood  to  say.  in 
reply,  that  \i  the  State  were  not  admitted,  ner 
Senators  could  not  be  paid  under  this  appro- 
priation; and  that  it  would  require  a  special 
vote  of  Congress  to  authorize  them  to  draw 
pay. 

Mr.  Lftbemoeb,  by  way  of  obviating  all  dif- 
ficulty, moved  an  amendment,  containing  a 
separate  appropriation  of  the  necessary  sum 
for  the  Senators  and  member  from  Missouri. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to— yeas  60,  nays  44-. 


MoiTDAT,  February  6. 
.  South  American  States, 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  t}ie  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  the  amendment^  which  he 
a  few  days  ago  intimated  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  propose  to  the  bill,  and  was  as  follows : 

I'For  an  ontfit  and  one  yeaz^s  salaiy  to  such  Min- 
ister as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  Government 
of  Soatii  America,  which  has  established  and  is  main- 
taining its  independency  on  Spain,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing  $18,000." 

Mr.  Clay  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech 
of  more  than  an  hour's  length  in  its  support. 

Mr.  LowiTOES  submitted  briefly  the  reasons 
why  he  conceived  the  adoption  of  the  proposi- 
tion at  this  time  inexpedient,  and  the  mode  of 
obtaining  the  object  improper. 

Mr.  RoBSBTBON,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  large 
against  the  motion. 
When  Mr.  R.  had  taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  Flo^ib,  of  Virginia,  advocated,  decidedly 
and  eamestiy,  an  immediate  and  unqualified  re- 
cognition of  South  American  independence. 
Mr.  Stbvenb,  of  Connectlout,  followed  on  the 
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Bame  side,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  support 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Teimblb,  of  Kentucky,  also  advocated, 
at  some  length,  the  adoption  of  the  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  CtTLPBPSB,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  suc- 
oinctlj  why  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clat  again  occupied  the  floor  some  time 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  in  a  zealous  sup- 
port of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Bhsa,  of  Tennessee,  hriefly  offered  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  to  oppose  the 
proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.   For  the  amendment  73 ;  against  it  T7. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
hiU  and  the  amendments  made  thereto,  to  the 
House. 


Wedsxsdat,  Fehruary  7. 
A  new  membe^to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, WiLUAH  S.  Blacxlbdob,  elected  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
esse  Slocumb,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 


J( 


Saturday,  February  10. 
Missouri^Mr.  Butler's  Propantion, 
Mr.  Btjtler,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted 
the  following  joint  resolution : 

Betolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repruenta- 
thet  of  (he  United  Statet  of  America  in  Congrtte  at- 
senMed,  Tbat  the  people  of  Missouri  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  form  a  new  constitution,  or 
to  alter  the  oonstitation  which  they  have  already 
formed  and  presented  to  Congress,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  proper,  and  submit 
the  same  to  Congren^  for  the  purpose  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  thud  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  said,  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  certainly 
entitled  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
House,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  to  examine  the  proposition. 
Mr.  T.  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JSeport  from  the  Committee  of  Thirteen, 
Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  delivered  in 
the  following  report  and  amendment : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  refened  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  declaring  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  MiHSonri  into  the  Union,  have,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  the  following 
report: 

That  they  have  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  assigned  them  by  the  House,  with  the  most 
anxious  desire  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  which  wodd 


give  general  satisfaction ;  that,  in  tho  proseontion  of 
this  purpose,  it  seemed  to  them  to  be  usefnl  to  ascer- 
tain, in  the  first  place,  by  a  full  and  frank  compari- 
son of  opinions  among  themselves,  whether  any,  and 
what,  conditions  ought  to  be  prescribed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  that,  on  making 
this  comparison,  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  nearij 
unanimous  in  the  committee,  that  no  other  condi- 
tions ought  now  to  be  required  than  those  which 
were  specified  in  the  act  or  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, providing  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union;  and  that,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  that  act,  the  settlement  which  it 
made  of  the  question  of  restriction  ought  not  to  bo 
disturbed ;  that  this  opinion  limited  their  subaequent 
inquiry  to  the  consideration  of  the  single  question, 
whether  the  constitution  which  Missouri  has  fonned 
for  herself,  contained  any  thing  in  it  which  furaished 
a  valid  objection  to  her  incorporation  in  the  Umon? 
And,  on  uiat  question,  they  tibought  that  th«re  was 
no  other  provision  in  that  constitution  to  which  Con- 
gress could  of  right  take  exception,  but  that  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  to 
pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mnlattoes  from 
going  to  and  settling  in  &  said  State.  In  recazd 
to  that  clause,  the  same  diversity  of  opinion  exiated 
among  the  members  of  the  committee  which  had 
been  previously  manifested  in  the  House— one  por- 
tion believing  it  liable  to  an  interpretation  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  tho 
other  thinking  it  not  exposed  to  that  olgeotion,  or 
that,  if  it  were,  the  exceptionable  interpretation  was 
superseded  by  Uie  paramount  authority  of  the  Federal 
Gonsdtation. 

With  these  conflicting  opinions,  the  committee 
thought  it  b^  that,  without  either  side  abudoniog 
its  opinion,  an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  frame  an 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  which,  eom- 
promising  neither,  should  contain  an  skdeqnate  secu- 
rity against  the  violation  of  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citiaens  of  other  States  in  MUsouri ;  and,  a 
majority  of  the  committee  thinking  that  sooh  seoiiritj 
could  not  be  sufficiently  afibrded  without  some  pre- 
vious act  to  be  done  by  the  Legislatuxe  of  Miseonii, 
the  amendment  was  finally  agreed  upon,  which  tfaej 
now  beg  leave  to  report 

According  to  this  amendment,  Missouri  is  to  bo 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  fundamental  con- 
dition, that  she  shall  never  pass  any  laws  preventing 
any  description  of  persons  from  going  to  and  settling 
in  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be- 
come, citizens  of  any  of  the  States  in  this  Union ;  and, 
upon  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  signifyiqff  its 
assent  to  that  eondition,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  whidi 
is  to  be  communicated  to  the  Pr^ndent  of  the  United 
States,  he  is  to  proclaim  the  fact,  and  thereimon  Ao 
admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  u  to  bo 
complete,  without  any  further  or  other  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress.  To  prevent,  however,  tiiia 
amendment  from  being  considered  as  impairing  any 
riffht  which  may  appertain  to  Missouri,  in  common 
with  other  States,  to  exclude  from  her  jurisdiction 
persons  under  peculiar  circumstances,  (such  as  pau- 
pers, vagabonds,  &c.,)  a  further  proviso  is  added, 
declaring  that  nothing  in  the  said  amendment  is  to 
be  construed  to  take  from  Missouri,  when  admitted 
into  the  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  or  power 
which  &e  original  States  may  constitutionally  ex- 
ert 

The  modification  which  the  committee  thus  re- 
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spectfiinj  reoommeiid  of  iha  Senate's  resolQlaoii,  is 
the  result  of  a  ^urit  of  concord,  under  the  eoidance 
of  which  thej  hsTe  anxioaelj  sought,  wimont  the 
aacrifioe  of  principle  on  either  side,  to  reconcile  the 
Taiiani  opinionA  among  them.  There  cannot  be  a 
donbt  bat  that  Blissoaii,  sblicitons  as  she  mnst  be,  to 
participate  in  all  the  high  advantages  of  onr  excellent 
Union,  will  eagerly  seize  the  opportunity  of  testifying 
her  attachment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  by  giving 
the  aolemn  pledge  which  she  is  asked  to  make,  to 
respect  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  it  secures 
to  citizens  of  other  States — a  pledge  become  neoes- 
aaiy,  in  the  opinion  of  a  laige  and  respectable  portion 
of  the  Hooae,  by  the  terms  which  she  has  employed 
in  a  cUrase  of  her  constitution.  Nor  will  there  be  a 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  or  eflScacy  of  such  a  pledge. 
On  ibB  other  hand,  if,  by  postponing,  for  a  short 
period,  her  admission  into  the  Union — a  circum- 
stance every  day  less  and  less  important,  in  conse- 
quence of  ibe  lapse  of  the  time  allotted  to  this  ses- 
sion, thoee  who  thought  her  invested  with  a  perfect 
light  to  be  admitted,  without  delay,  are  not  fully 
gratified,  tiiey  will  be  consoled  by  the  reflection  that 
the  amoddment  reqoires  only  the  performance  of  a 
praeiae  and  simple  act,  which  cannot  be  mistakan 
by  the  highly  r^ransible  officer  to  whom  the  judg- 
ment of  its  execution  is  confided ;  and  the  whole 
Houaa  most  he  gratified  with  any  proper  disposition 
of  the  sobject^  which  will  henceforth  free  the  public 
deliberationi  firom  the  agitation  and  distnrbanoe  to 
which  it  is  but  too  likely  always  to  give  rise.  And 
TOUT  committee  believe  that  all  must  ardently  unite 
in  wishing  an  amicable  termination  of  a  question 
which,  if  it  he  longer  kept  open,  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce, and  poaobly  to  perpetuate,  prejudices  and  ani- 
mosities aanong  a  people  to  whom  &e  conservation 
of  their  moral  ties  should  be  even  dearer,  if  possible, 
than  that  of  their  political  bond.  Sharing,  as  the 
committee  do,  laigely  in  this  sentiment,  they  re- 
speotfiiny  snbmit  to  the  House  the  amendment  which 
they  propose,  in  the  hope  that  it  wiU  be  received 
and  oonadered  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has 
been  devised. 

Strikeout  an  after  the  word  « be **  m  the  thud 
line  of  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  insert 

^Admitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States^  in  all  respects  whatever, 
upon  the  fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State 
shall  never  pass  any  law  preventing  any  description 
of  persons  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  Ihe  said 
State,  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  b^me  citizens 
ef  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union :  And  provided,  alto. 
That  the  Legislatnre  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn 
poUie  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State 
to  the  said  fiindamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit 
to  dw  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before 
the  fimrth  Ifionday  of  November  next,  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof;  the 
President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact; 
whereupon,  and  without  any  farther  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State 
into  this  Union  shaQ  be  considered  as  complete : 
Andprovtdod,furiher,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
ihall  be  construed  to  take  from  the  said  State  of 
Miasouri,  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exei^ 
dse  of  any  right  or  power  which  can  now  be  con- 
Btttntioaally  exercised  by  any  of  the  original  States.'* 

The  resolntioii,  with  the  report,  waa,  on 
motioa  of  Mr.  Olat,  ordered  to  lie  on  ti^e  ta- 


ble ;  and  Ifr.  Olat  gave  notice  that  he  abonld 
call  for  ite  consideration  on  Monday. 

South  American  Provinces. 
Mr.  Olat  rose,  and  anbrnitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolntion : 

lUsolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  tney  feel  for  the  success  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  Sonth  America  which  are  strug- 
gling to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence ;  and 
that  it  wQl  give  its  constitutional  support  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  any  of  the  said  inrovinces. 

In  ofifering  this  resolution,  Mr.  0.  said  he  was 
influenced  by  the  general  solicitude  which  he 
felt  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  conviction  that 
there  was  a  minority  of  the  House  in  favor  of 
an  expression  of  a  sentiment  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  the  people  of  the  Spanish  provinces. 
The  vote  of  yesterday,  to  the  contrary,  was  in- 
fluenced, in  a  great  degree,  it  was  evident,  by 
considerations  of  form.  He  had  framed  this  res- 
olution so  as,  he  hoped,  to  be  unexceptionable 
in  that  respect ;  and.  though  it  did  not  go  as  far 
as  he  wished  to  go,  it  went  to  a  certain  extent 
in  giving  the  countenance  of  this  House  to  the 
exertions  of  tiie  people  of  the  South.  Mr.  0. 
said,  as  the  subject  was  well  understood,  and 
he  wished  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House, 
he  should  not  debate  the  proposition,  unless  he 
should  be  obliged  to  do  so  by  debate  against  it. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  as  well  because  of  the 
general  importance  of  any  proposition  on  this 
subject,  and  the  propriety  of  acting  on  it  with 
deliberation,  as  because  the  gentleman  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Af* 
fairs  (Mr.  Lowm>Es)  was  this  day  absent. 

Mr.  Olat  stated  that  he  had  informed  his 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  who  was  absent  from  a  temporary  in- 
disposition, that  he  intended  to  submit  such  a 
proposition  as  this  to-day ;  and«  received  for 
answer  that  he  did  not  care  about  being  pres- 
ent at  the  discussion,  and  did  not  wish  to  be 
sent  for. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  the  House  ought  to  act 
with  caution  and  deliberation  on  a  proposition 
of  this  sort,  which,  for  aught  they  knew,  might 
compromit  the  peace  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  resulted  thus :  For  it  laying 
on  the  table  71 ;  against  it  72. 

So  the  motion  was  lost ;  and  the  question  was 
stated  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Here  arose  a  debate,  which  occapied  the  whole 
day. 

Mr.  Wood  first  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  because  it  proposed  to  make  needless  pro- 
fessions, and  was  not  therefore  consistent  with 
self-respect ;  because,  if  it  had  any  object,  it  was 
an  encroachment  on  the  power  of  the  Exeon- 
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tive,  and  might  produce  a  collision  between  the 
two  departments  of  Goyemment,  which  was 
much  to  be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Flotd  referred  to  an  early  message  of 
President  Washington  to  Congress,  to  show 
that,  at  that  time,  the  previous  consent  of  Con- 
gress was  thought  necessary  to  the  institution 
of  foreign  missions;  thence,  and  from  other  con- 
siderations, arguing  that  this  resolution,  so  far 
from  interfering  with  the  Executive  preroga- 
tive, was  a  fair  exercise  of  the  undoubted  rights 
of  this  House.  Mr.  F.  also  supported  the  pro- 
position on  the  ground  of  expediency,  and  as 
going  to  counteract  the  poUcy  of  the  Holy  Al- 
liance, by  organizing  a  different  policy  on  this 
side  of  tne  water,  &c. 

Mr.  Akoheb  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  member 
of  the  resolution.  And  the  question  was  ac- 
cordingly stated  on  agreeing  thereto  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Resolved^  That  the  House  of  BepresentatiTefl  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  whiph  they  feel  for  the  sacoess  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  strug- 
gling to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  KoBSBTSoN  deprecated  the  passage  of  the 
whole  resolution  as  supererogatory,  if  not  of  in- 
jurious tendency.  If  it  was  intended  only  to 
apprise  the  Executive  that  this  House  would 
support  him,  that  had  been  done  by  the  vote  of 
last  session ;  if  it  was  to  express  the  sentiment 
of  this  House  in  regard  to  the  subject,  that  too 
had  been  done  by  the  vote  of  last  session ;  and 
a  repetition  of  such  declarations  could  serve 
only  to  show  a  doubt  of  our  own  constancy. 
If,  however,  it  was  intended  to  goad  the  Exec- 
utive into  a  departure  from  its  hitherto  wise 
policy  on  this  subject,  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  it,  <!^c.  Mr.  B,  concluded  by  saying,  that  as 
the  proposition  was  divided,  he  should,  though 
he  aeemed  such  a  declaration  wholly  super- 
fluous and  unnecessary,  yote  in  favor  of  the 
first  clause  of  tlie  resolution,  and  against  the 
second. 

Mr.  Wood  then  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  MoNTOOMEBT  assiffued  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
and,  should  that  not  prevail,  against  both 
branches  of  the  resolution.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  first  part  of  it,  as  asserting  what  he  did 
not  know  to  be  the  fact,  and  what  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  the  fact  as  regarded  his  inmaediate 
constituents — ^that  the  people  take  a  deep  in- 
terest in  a  matter  wholly  foreign  to  them.  The 
second  part  of  the  resolution  he  wholly  disap- 
proved. He  believed  it  to  be  the  true  policy  of 
this  country  to  stand  aloof  from  this  conflict,  as 
the  powers  of  Europe,  more  deeply  interested, 
had  done.  Were  we  to  engage  in  it,  it  was  dii- 
flcult  to  predict  how  it  would  end,  &c.  Mr. 
M.  suggested,  however,  that  the  motion  had  an 
object  something  deeper  than  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  and  that  it  might  be 
intended  to  goad  the  President  into  a  course  of 


policy  which  his  judgment  did  not  approve, 
and  which  the  nation  did  not  wish  for. 

Mr.  Ttlxb  assigned  the  grounds  on  which, 
though  he  had  voted  against  all  the  other  pro- 
positions of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he 
should  vote  for  this.  The  flrst  part  of  it,  he  said, 
asked  him  only  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  con- 
stituents ;  and,  knoviring  well  their  feelings  on 
this  subject  he  could  not  hesitate  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative  upon  it  The  second  part  of  the 
resolution  only  proposed  to  dedare,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  enjoys  so  much 
the  confidence  of  this  House,  that,  whenever  he 
should  think  proper  to  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  any  of  the  Southern  provinces,  it  will 
support  him  in  it  To  this,  Mr.  T.  had  no  ob- 
jection. In  voting  for  the  whole  proposition, 
he  should  only  express  the  sentiment  of  his 
heart,  a  deep  qrmpathy  for  a  people  struggling 
for  liberty,  &c. 

Mr.  Walesb  expressed  his  sentiments  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  whole  resolution.  The  sub- 
ject, he  said,  was  near  his  hearty  and  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  throw  our  weight  mto  the  scale  of 
liberty.  He  enumerated  several  considerations 
which  infiuenced  him  to  this  course,  among 
which  were  the  general  duty  of  individuals  and 
of  societies  to  sympathize  with  and  do  good  to 
one  another;  the  similarity  of  the  struggle  of 
these  provinces  with  Spain  to  that  of  our  Rev- 
olution ;  the  similarity,  too,  of  their  forms  of 
goyernment,  &a  He  was  not  afraid  of  trusting 
the  President,  and  had  no  fear  of  committing 
him,  by  passing  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Meboeb  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  was 
in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement He  disclaimed  any  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Executive ;  nor  did  the  resolution 
go  upon  any  such  ground,  but  on  the  contrary, 
its  very  terms  excluded  such  a  condoaion.  He 
considered  it  as  differing  widely  in  principle 
from  the  proposition  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  sending  a  Minister  or  Ministers  to  South 
America.  Adverting  to  the  supposed  power 
of  the  President  to  recognize  the  mdependcnce 
of  a  Government  by  receiving  aMinister  as  well 
as  by  sending  one,  in  which  recognition  the 
Senate  would  have  no  voice,  it  became  this 
House,  he  said,  to  share  a  part  of  the  respona* 
bility  which  the  Executive  would  incur  bv  such 
a  recognition.  He  doubted,  himself,  whether 
the  President  could  recognize  the  independence 
of  a  foreign  power,  by  receiving  a  Minister, 
without  the  consent  of  this  House.  By  this  res- 
olution, without  prescribing  any  thing  to  the 
President,  that  difficulty  would  be  remoyed. 
With  regard  to  his  constituents,  Mr.  M.  express- 
ed in  strong  terms  his  conviction  of  the  deep 
feeling  which  they  entertain  favorable  to  the 
South  Americans.  Though  approving  of  the 
course  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the  colonies 
hitherto,  more  than  he  did  of  his  course  to  the 
mother  country,  (alluding  to  the  occupation  of 
Florida  during  the  Seminole  war,)  he  should 
yet  cheerfully  vote  for  the  whole  resolution. 

Mr.  OLA.GSIT  stated  the  reasons  why,  though 
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ftpproTingof  the  sentiinents  in  the  resolution, 
he  oonld  not  yote  for  it.  He  considered  the 
question  to  be'the  same  in  substance  as  that  to 
which  he  yesterday  gave  a  negative  vote.  So 
&r  as  the  proyinces  were  engaged  against  the 
Spanish  GoYemment,  they  had  his  best  wishes 
and  sincere  sympathy ;  bat,  he  suggested,  that, 
according  to  the  best  accounts  we  have,  their 
stm^le  is  more  amongst  themselves,  and,  so 
fio*,  was  one  in  which  we  could  feel  no  sympa- 
thy. He  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  com- 
parisons which  had  been  so  onen  made  between 
the  case  of  ^ese  provinces  and  that  of  our  Rev- 
olution, between  which  the  resemblance  was 
at  least  remote.  Believing  that  the  power  of 
raccMrnition  was  confided  to  another  branch  of 
the  Government,  both  competent  and  disposed 
to  exercise  it  when  proper,  and  for  other  rea- 
sons which  he  assigned,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Tesolotion.    . 

Kr.  Cobb  assigned  the  considerations  which 
induced  him  to  denibt  the  propriety  of  passing 
this  resolution,  though  entertaining  a  feeling  of 
deep  sympathy  with  the  Southern  provinces. 
He  had,  he  said,  ahnost  a  similar  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  the  people  of  Old  Spain,  now  regenerat- 
ed and  comparatively  free.  The  relative  situa- 
tion of  Spain  and  her  colonies,  he  argued,  was 
now  essentially  different  from  what  it  was  two 
or  three  years  ago.  They  were  then  struggling 
against  a  relentless  tyranny ;  but  there  was  now 
at  least  a  probability  (referring  to  the  pacifica- 
tion between  Morillo  and  Bolivar,  and  to  other 
indications)  that  Old  Spun  would  voluntarily  do 
Jusdoe  to  the  colonies.  Mr.  0.  thought,  there- 
fore, it  was  not  true  policy  at  this  tune  for  this 
country  to  do  any  act  on  this  subject,  however 
mdincd.  For  this  consideration,  and  because 
he  believed  the  Executive  felt  on  this  sulject 
in  the  same  manner  as  this  House  and  the  na- 
tion, and  as  he  had  indeed  expressly  said  in  his 
message^  he  saw  no  occasion  for  passing  this  res- 
dntion.  It  would  be  time  enough  to  act,  he 
aigoed,  when  the  course  of  Old  Spam  was 
dsarij  marked  out.  I^  however,  tne  direct 
vote  on  the  resolution  was  forced  upon  the 
Bionse,  he  should  vote  for  the  first  part,  but 
against  the  second,  believing  that  sound  policy 
was  opposed  to  it 

Mr.  Baij>win  opx>06ed  the  resolution,  not 
from  any  hostility  to  its  avowed  object,  but  be- 
cause it  proposed  to  refer  to  the  President  an 
act  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  for  him, 
but  for  the  three  branches  of  the  Government 
collectively,  to  perform.  If  any  thing  was  done 
on  this  sabject,  he  wished  it  to  be  done  by  all 
&e  branches  of  the  Government. 

Ifr.  Maolat  opposed  the  resolution,  although, 
were  he  to  suffer  his  feelinjgs  to  govern  him,  he 
dioold  be  in  &vor  of  it.  The  subject,  he  said, 
had  been  long  before  the  Executive,  and  much 
ddlberated  upon.  Before  such  a  resolution  as 
th»  was  passed,  Mr.  M.  argued,  that  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  possessed  of  full  information  on  the 
subject— of  all  the  information  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive possesses,  and  by  which  its  course  has 
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been  influenced,  that  they  might  judge  whether 
that  Department  had  or  had  not  performed 
its  duty.  Believing  that  it  had  done  so,  and 
would  hereafter  do  so,  he  was  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Stevens  defended  the  constitutional 
right  of  this  House  to  express  its  opinion  on 
any  topic  of  public  interest  So  far  from  in- 
terfering with  the  Executive  authority,  he  re- 
garded such  expressions  of  opinion  as  facilitat- 
ing the  exercise  of  that  authority,  Ihis  being  a 
Government  of  opinion,  and  as  it  must  be  de- 
sirable to  the  Executive  to  know  what  pnblic 
opinion  is,  &c.  With  regard  to  this  measure 
being  a  goad  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  S.  suggested 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
Executive  of  this  day  was  to  be  alarmed  or 
driven  from  his  course  by  any  such  measure. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  resolve  as  an  expression 
of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  on  a  point  on 
which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
individual  opinion. 

Mr.  Bbown  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  ai^^ument,  nor  would  he  have 
risen  at  all  had  there  not  appeared  a  difierenoe 
of  opinion  between  two  of  his  colleagues,  (Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Montgomsbt,)  upon  a  point  in 
which  the  character  of  his  immediate  constit- 
uents and  the  State  at  large,  seemed  to  him 
much  concerned.  He  meant  no  less  than  a  di- 
versity of  opinion  as  to  the  sensibility  of  Ken- 
tucky io  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  which  the  pa- 
triots of  South  America  were  engaged,  and  to 
the  protracted  suffering  of  that  oppressed  peo- 
ple. His  colleague,  the  honorable  mover  of  tlds 
resolution.  (Mr.  Olat,)  believed  that  the  people 
of  Kentucky  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  strug- 
gle of  the  patriots  of  South  America.  His  cm- 
league  (Mr.  Montgomebt)  did  not  know  that 
his  constituents  felt  such  an  interest.  Mr.  B. 
sud,  that  he  was  free  to  declare  it  as  his  beli^ 
that  the  people  of  Kentucky  did  feel  a  lively  and. 
strong  interest  for  the  success  of  the  Patriot 
cause ;  and  that  he  was  led  to  tins  conclusion, 
whether  he  judged  from  the  expressions  of. 
those  with  whom  it  had  been  his  pleasure  to- 
mingle,  the  rumor  of  the  country  at  large,  from, 
the  entertaioments  given  in  honor  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr  OuLT,)  at  which  sincere  thanks  had. 
been  expressed  for  his  disinterested  ardo£  and 
fervid  eloquence,  in  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
Patriots ;  or  whether  he  judged  from  the  almost- 
universal  expression  of  tne  wish  of  the  people 
for  the  success  of  the  Patriots,  at  each  sncoea-- 
sive  anniversary  of  our  independence,  whooy  in 
the  social  and  festive  circle,  the  feelingB  of  the 
heart  have  been  most  free  and  undisguised..  He. 
said,  finally,  to  trouble  the  House  no  frirther; 
upon  this  point,  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
feelings  of  the  constituents  of  his  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  MoirreoMEBY,)  he  would,  unhesi- 
tatingly pledge  himself  to  the  House,,  that  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  did  take  a  warm 
and  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  South.  Ameri- 
can liberty. 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


South  Ameriean  Prwinee*, 


[FEBRUAmr,  1821. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stated  several  objeo- 
tioDS  to  the  resolution,  among  which  were  the 
following :  That  it  attributed  to  the  President  a 
power  (that  of  recognition)  too  important  to  be 
exercised  by  any  authority  less  than  the  three 
branches  of  the  Government ;  that  it  proposed 
to  make  this  House,  incompatibly  with  the  con- 
gtitution,  the  adviser  of  the  President,  thus 
taking  from  him  a  part  at  least  of  his  constitu- 
tional responsibility ;  that  it  would  afford  a  bad 
precedent,  which,  in  future  times,  may  be  used, 
through  tne  influence  of  the  President,  in  this 
House ;  that  it  proposes  that  this  House  should 
compromit  its  successors  in  office,  which  it  could 
not  do,  and  which  it  was  therefore  improper  to 
attempt,  &o. 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  this  resolution,  though  he 
had  yestCTday  voted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay's 
proposition,  because  it  proposed  an  empty  dec- 
laration, alter  refusing  an  efficient  act.  So  far 
from  believing  that  such  a  resolution  as  this 
would  aid  the  cause  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Patriots,  he  believed  it  would  inspire  them 
with  contempt  for  the  course  of  this  House.  It 
was  saying,  in  connection  with  yesterday's 
vote,  we  wish  you  well,  very  well,  but  not  as 
much  well  as  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Cult  then  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  support  of  his  motion.  He  op- 
posed to  one  another  the  objections  to  the  reso- 
lution, to  show  that  they  would  not  stand  toge- 
ther, and  therefore  denied  their  claim  to  respect 
taken  separately.  He  quoted  the  precedent  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent in  any  consequences  which  might  follow 
the  dismission  of  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jack- 
son, some  years  ago,  and  alluded  to  other  pre- 
cedents of  expressions  of  opinion  by  this  House. 
He  ridiculed  and  reasoned  against  the  argument 
that  this  resolution  would  hurt  the  feelings  of 
the  Executive,  or  encroach  on  his  authority. 
It  was,  on  the  contrary,  he  contended,  assuming 
only  a  fair  responsibility  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  and  adding  strength  to  the  Executive. 
He  referred  to  the  vote  of  last  session,  and  the 
counter  vote  of  yesterday,  which  appeared  to 
him  imperiously  to  require  the  passage  of  this 
resolution.  He  protested  against  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  drawn  from  the 
«tnation'Of  Old  Spain,  as  absolutely  founded  on 
the  idea  that  the  eolonies  ought  to  repass  under 
the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  argument  which  de- 
nied the  j)ower'Of  one  Congress  to  bind  its  suc- 
cessors, would,  he  contended,  equally  apply  to 
the  most  important  acts  of  legislation,  such  as 
declarations  of  war,  dMS.  As  to  the  sentiments 
of  Uie  people  on  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  that 
was  a  matter  of  £act  which  each  gentleman 
must  determine  for  himself,  and  vote  accord- 
ingly. For  his  own  past,  he  had  no  doubt 
what  were  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents  on 
this  subject;  and,  repeating  a  sentiment  thrown 
out  by  Mr.  Mkbobr,  he  said,  if  they  did  not  enter- 
tain such  sentiments,  so  help  him  God  he  would 
not  represent  them.  K  the  matter  of  fact  was 
certain,  he  could  see  no  reason  against  avowing 


it.  With  respect  to  the  mode' of  recognition  of 
foreign  powers,  Mr.  0.  reviewed  the  various 
opinions  which  had  been  expressed  at  different 
times,  as  well  as  to-day,  on  this  subject.  He 
concluded  that  both  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive had  this  power,  but  uiat  the  most  regular, 
ordinary,  and  usual  course  was  by  the  i^eca- 
tive;  and  it  was,  therefore,  proper  to  a^re 
him  of  the  support  of  this  House,  &c.  There 
was  a  peculiar  propriety,  Mr.  C.  contended,  in 
this  House  moving  in  this  business,  being  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
the  cause  of  South  America  being  that  of  the 

Seople,  as  being  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  &c. 
[r.  C.  concluded  by  saying,  if  this  proposition 
did  not  satisfy  gentlemen,  it  was  impossible  £or 
him  to  conceive  in  what  shape  a  proposition  on 
this  subject  could  be  placed,  so  as  that  they 
could  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  KiNSEY  made  a  glowing  appeal  to  the 
feeUngs  of  the  House  in  &vor  of  liberty,  and  to 
its  sympathies  for  those  contending  for  it.  The 
sentiment  of  the  country,  he  argued,  could  not 
be  doubted,  and  it  ought  to  be  expressed.  If 
war  should  come,  said  he,  in  consequence  of 
the  expression  of  our  opinion,  let  it  come.  He 
trusted  no  man  would  shrink  from  the  expres- 
sion of  his  honest  opinion  from  any  such  appre- 
hension as  that.  In  reply  to  the  question  cut 
bono — what  good  was  to  come  of  this?  Mr. 
K.  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  the  scenes  of  oar 
Revolution,  and  of  the  vivifying  effect  of  the 
news  of  the  recognition  of  our  independence  by 
France.  Was  it  no  good,  he  asked,  that  we 
should  be  instrumental  in  elevating  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  human  race  to  the  same  rank  as 
we  enjoy,  and  to  a  participation  of  the  blessings 
of  freedom  and  liberty  I  Mr.  £.  said  he  had 
confidence  that  this  question  would  carry.  It 
mtut  carry ;  and  it  would  meet  with  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Sebosant  delivered  his  objections  to  the 
resolution,  though  believing  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  taken  on  the  first  part  of  it  only, 
there  would  be  but  little  or  no  ol^ection  to  it. 
His  objections  were,  in  general  terms,  that  it  ex- 
presses an  individual  opinion,  and  professes  to 
give  a  pledge  which  must  be  utterly  ineffica- 
cious; that  it  is  not  a  legislative  act,  and  is  not 
to  lead  to  a  legislative  act;  that  it  contains  a 
declaration  by  which  neitiier  this  House,  the 
President,  nor  the  Senate,  would  be  bound; 
that  it  would  involve  the  House  in  difficulties 
on  constitutional  ground;  that,  if  Congress  wi^ 
a  recognition,  having  the  power  equally  with 
the  Executive,  they  should  effectuate  their  wish 
by  a  legislative  act ;  that,  if  the  opinion  of  this 
House  was  to  be  expressed,  even  that  ^ould 
not  be  done  without  due  inquiry  and  examina- 
tion of  facts,  none  of  which  had  been  placed  be- 
fore the  House  in  any  thing  like  an  official 
shape ;  that  the  House  ought  to  take  care  not 
to  lose  sight,  in  acts  of  kindness  andexpres^ona 
of  good  will  to  other  powers,  of  the  duty  which 
it  owed  to  this  nation — ^to  the  interests  of  the 
people  whom  they  represent;  that  general  and 
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Tagae  oral  information  was  not  a  sufficient 
ground  for  Congress  to  act  upon ;  that,  if  official 
information  was  before  the  House  requiring  it 
to  act,  its  act  should  be  something  plainer  than 
this,  and  presenting  on  its  face  a  direct  propo- 
sition ;  that  its  not  doing  so,  caused  it  to  be 
more  lightly  •coosidered  and  voted  upon  than 
it  ought  to  be;  that,  however  independent  of 
the  Executive,  as  an  individual,  this  House 
might  be,  yet,  with  respect  to  the  Executive  as 
a  branch  of  this  Government,  it  was  important 
that  this  House  should  not  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  different  departments  of  Grovernment,  as 
adjusted  by  the  constitution  itself,  and  that  it 
^oold  not  rush  from  its  sphere,  and  jostle  the 
others  in  their  course. 

Mr.  Brush  assigned  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  resolution.  His  reason  was,  that  the  Execu- 
tive would  look  at  both  votes  of  this  House, 
that  of  yesterday,  and  that  of  to-day.  The  vote 
of  yesterday  approved  his  conduct  in  not  send- 
ing a  Minister;  this  resolution  did  the  same, 
assuring  him  of  the  continued  and  consistent 
snpport  of  this  House — ^and  on  that  ground  alone 
be  should  vote  for  it 

Mr.  Beid  assigned  the  reaaons  why  he  should 
Tote  against  the  second  part  of  the*  resolution, 
should  it  not  be  postponed,  because,  to  pass  it 
would  be  without  object,  because,  in  principle 
and  spirit,  it  was  a  repetition  of  the  vote  of  last 
session,  and,  therefore,  unnecessary,  the  vote 
of  last  year  not  being  rendered  nugatory  by  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  but  perfectly  reconcUable 
with  it ;  that  the  resc^ution,  if  it  proposes  to 
bind  not  only  this  House,  but  its  successors, 
makes  a  pledge  which  it  may  be  impossi- 
ble to  redeem;  that  it  pledges,  moreover,  a 
support  to  an  unknown  act — to  an  act  which 
may  or  may  not  be  unwise  or  pernicious  to  the 
public  interest ;  that  such  a  pledge  was  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  Executive  infiE^ibility  which 
it  did  not  become  the  House  to^  sanction.  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  R. 
flBid,  he  should  vote  for  it,  if  presented  to  him, 
b^eving  it  to  correspond  fully  with  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Bqb£8ISOn  concluded  the  debate  by  some 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that,  to  act  on 
the  subject^  would  be  a  useless  consumption  of 
time,  and,  naving  already  once  expressed  the 
same  sentiment,  (at  the  last  session,)  would  be 
an  undignified  proceeding.  With  respect  to  the 
bearing  of  this  resolution,  in  one  way  or  an- 
oliier,  in  regard  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  K.  re- 
marked that  it  somehow  or  other  had  happened 
that,  during  the  four  years  he  had  been  in  Oon- 
gr»B^  he  had  never  yet  voted  with  the  Execu^ 
tive  on  any  administration  question,  unless 
the  Army  question  was  considered  one.  In 
tikis  course  he  had  not  been  influenced  by  any 
di^KMition  to  embarrass  the  Executive,  but  his 
penonal  opinion  of  what  was  right  But,  he 
added,  whilst  he  would  never  vote  for  any 
proposition  to  gratify  the  Executive,  he  would 
aerer  give  his  vote  for  any  proposition  calcu- 


lated to  embarrass  and  perplex  him  in  ^e  dis- 
charge of  his  proper  functions. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Foot,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  on 
which  he  considered  the  time  of  the  House  to 
be  unprofitably  occupied,  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. — Negatived  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  a  proviso  to  the  following  ef- 
fect :  ^'  Provided^  That  this  resolution  shall  not 
be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  independent 
exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power.** 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^jeas  184,  nays 
12,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Yirffinia,  Baker,  Baldwin, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Blackledge, 
Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton,  But- 
ler of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon^  Case,  Cbgett,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Denni- 
Bon,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards'  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Hcrrick,  Hibsbman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  yirgiiua,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Meech,^  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monell, 
R  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray, 
Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Kankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rieh,  Rich- 
mond, Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Simkini, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  WaHace,  Waifield, 
Wendover,  Williams  of  Yiiginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Buf^im, 
Crafts,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Livermore,  Montgomery,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Richards,  and  Sdx>ng  cf  Vermont. 

So  this  clause  was  agreed  to« 

Mr.  Maolay  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
member  of  the  said  resolution  by  prefixing 
thereto  the  foUqwing :  "  That  it  approves  of  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  said  prov- 
inces." And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
i^  was  determined  in  the  negative  without  de- 
bate. 

The  question  was  then  token  to  agree  to  the 
second  member  of  the  s^d  resolution,  to  wit : 
from  the  word  and,  after  the  word  independ- 
ericey  to  the  end  thereof  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  87,  nays  68,  as  follows : 
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Yeas.— Meam,  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Arcber  of  Yiiginia,  Baker, 
Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Blackledge,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brash,  Bxyan,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Gannon,  Case,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cocke,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Davidson,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gross  of  New  Yoik,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Haokley, 
Hall  of  New  Yoxk,  Hendricks,  Henick,  Hibshman, 
Hooks,  Hostelter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
sey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tooky,  Mallaiy,  Marchand,  Meech,  Mercer,  Metcal^ 
MoneU,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray, 
Neale,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Roes,  Shaw,  Sloan,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Udree,  Uiiam,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker, 
Wallace,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Brevard,  Buffiim,  Burton,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dennlson,  Dickinson,  £>ldy, 
Edwards  of  Conneoticut,  Edwards  of  Ponncylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Foirest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Hobart, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lathn^  Liver- 
mom,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Meigs,  Montgomexy,  Morton, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Roas,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Street|  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tomlinson,  Wen£yver,  and  Wood. 

So  that  olause  was  agreed  to. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  proposition,  as  a  whole,  and  carried  in  the 
fiffirmatLve ;  and  a  committee  of  two  members 
was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President 


Monday,  February  13. 
Miuotiti—Beport  of  the  Committee  qf  Thirteen, 

The  Honse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Glat, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  com-< 
mittee  appointed  on  the  Missouri  subject  On 
motion  of  Mr.  0.  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
And,  also  on  motion  of  Mr.  0.,  the  House  forth- 
with resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  the  subject  up. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  conmiittee 
having  been  read  from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  CLA.T  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  committee,  of  the  difficulty 
which  interposed,  and  of  the  considerations 
which  led  to  the  recommendation  of  this  amend- 
ment This  statement  of  course  corresponded 
with  that  contained  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  0.  then  went  on  to  obviate  some 
objections  to  the  report  which  had  been  made 
by  the  friends  of  Missouri,  as  well  as  by  those 
opposed  to  her  adnussion  into  the  Union.    Al- 


though those  in  £siror  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union  could  not  succeed  entirely  in  their  par- 
ticular views,  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that  thej 
had,  as  regarded  the  report  of  the  committee, 
nothing  to  complain  of.  At  the  same  tune,  the 
report  was  calculated  to  obviate  the  objection? 
of  those  who  had  opposed  the  adifiission  of  Mis- 
souri on  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  her 
constitution,  which  had  been  avowed.  Thus 
consulting  the  opinions  of  both  sides  of  the 
House,  in  that  spirit  of  compromise  which  is 
occasionally  necessary  to  the  existence  of  all 
societies,  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  House.  Mr.  O.  concluded  bj 
earnestly  invoking  the  spirit  df  harmony  ana 
Mndred  feeling  to  preside  over  the  deliberations 
of  the  House  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Mallabt  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  all  of  it,  after  the  word  '^  respects,^'  and,  in 
lieu  thereof^  inserting  the  following : 

**  Whenever  the  people  of  said  State,  by  a  oonven- 
tion  appointed  according  to  the  manner  provided  by 
the  act  to  anthorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  fioin  a 
oonstitntion  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  sach  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavexj 
in  certain  territories,  approved  March  6,  1820,  adopt 
a  constitution  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  and  shall  in  addition  to  said  provisions^  farther 
provide,  in  and  by  said  constitution,  that  neither  da- 
very  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  ever  be  allowed 
in  said  State  of  Missouri,  unless  inflicted  as  a  poni^- 
ment  for  crimes  committed  against  the  laws  of  said 
State,  whereof  the  party  accused  shall  be  duly  oon- 
victed.  Provided,  tiiat  the  civil  condition  of  thoee 
persons  who  now  are  held  to  service  in  Missouri  shall 
not  be  affected  by  the  last  provision. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  ccmsiderable 
mfigority. 

Mr.  ToMLiMSON  addressed  the  Chair,  as  fol- 
lows: » 

Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be 
one  of  the  committee  which  reported  the  reso- 
lution now  under  consideration,  and  dissenting 
to  that  report,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  dntj  in- 
cumbent on  me  briefly  to  state  the  grounds  of 
such  dissent. 

By  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  iuhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, included  within  boundaries  therein  desig- 
nated, were  authorized  to  form  for  themsdvesa 
constitution  and  State  ffovemment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  admitted  into  the  Union.  This 
act  provided  that  such  constitution,  wheneTer 
formed,  should  not  be  "  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States."  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  have 
formed  a  constitution,  and  have  presented  the 
same  to  Congress.  For  what  purpose  ?  That 
Congress  may  perform  a  mere  ministerial  act, 
and  admit  thiat  people  into  this  Union  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  ?  No,  sir ;  Congress  have  a  higher 
duty  to  perform.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
determine  whether  that  constitution  be  repab- 
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lican  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitation  of 
the  United  States. 

On  examining  this  oonstitution  it  is  found  to 
contain,  under  Sie  title  of  ^Hhe  legislative  pow- 
er,^ a  proTision  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  "the 
General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass 
SQch  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
tling in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever." This  provision  is  deemed  incompatible 
with,  and  directly  repugnant  to,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that 
'^  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States.*^  Sir,  I  have  not  been  an 
inattentive  observer  of  what  has  passed  on  this 
subject,  so  deeply  affecting  the  feelings  of  Con- 
gress and  the  nation,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
tiiat^  either  in  this  House  or  in  the  Senate,  (if 
it  be  not  out  of  order  to  refer  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  honorable  body,)  any  other  objec- 
tion has  been  urged,  during  the  present  session, 
against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this 
Union.  This  House,  after  an  elaborate  discus- 
sion, has  solemnly  determined  that  this  objec- 
tion is  well  founded,  and  has  rejected  the  reso- 
lution for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this 
Union,  reported  by  the  conmiittee  to  which  her 
constitution  was  referred.  This  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  repeated  in  a  variety 
of  forma,  renders  it  unnecessary,  and,  I  may 
add,  improper,  for  me  again  to  agitate  this 
question.  A  minority  of  this  House  have  deter- 
mined that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does 
deprive  citizens  of  some  of  the  States  of  the 
privQeges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  that 
State.  I  shall,  therefore,  take  it  for  granted, 
(which,  indeed,  the  appointment  and  report  of 
the  committee^  now  under  consideration,  evi- 
dently do,)  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  sub- 
vernve  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  this 
Confederacy.  In  my  judgment,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  does  not  contain  a 
providon  more  important  than  that  which  is 
mfnnged  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  Ad- 
mit the^principle,  sbr,  that  a  State  may  restrain 
the  citizens  in  the  several  States  from  coming 
to,  and  residing  within  it,  and  this  Confederacy 
is  at  an  end.  Believing,  therefore,  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri  are  required,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  laws,  which  will  de- 
prive persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  several 
States,  of  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri,  I  have 
been  compelled  to  refuse  her  admission  into  this 
Union,  ohe  has  no  right  to  such  an  admission. 
Missouri  has  not  complied  with  the  provisions 
of  your  act  She  disregards  the  distinguishing 
fetUnre  of  our  constitution.  On  taking  my  seat 
ID  this  House,  I  solemnly  engaged  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Enter- 
tuning  the  opinion  which  I  have  avowed,  can 
I  admit  Missouri  into  this  Confederacy,  with  a 
constitution  containing  a  provision  directiy  re- 
pngnant  to  that  which  I  have  sworn  to  support  ? 


To  admit  Missouri  with  such  a  provision,  I  must 
approve  it ;  I  must  give  to  it  my  sanction.  Sir, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  and  must  be  preserved 
inviolate.  I  stand  upon  its  verge,  and  no  en- 
croachment shall  be  made  upon  it  with  my  con- 
sent. "When  a  new  member  presents  herself  to 
be  admitted  into  this  Union,  l^t  her  bow  to  the 
constitution  *  let  her  submit  to  its  paramount 
authority.  If  she  be  not  prepared  to  do  this, 
she  is  unworthy  of  this  high  privilege ;  she 
does  not  deserve  the  destiny  she  seeks. 

Sir,  I  feel  as  great  anxiety  to  see  this  "  dis- 
tracting question^'  settled  as  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  but  it  must 
be  settled  upon  constitutional  principles.  There 
is  danger  that  any  other  mode  of  settling  this 
question,  instead  of  allaying,  will  increase  the 
excitement  which  it  has  occasioned  throughout 
this  nation.  Sir,  there  are  two  parties  to  this 
great  controversy,  and  any  settlement  which 
shpuld  prostrate  the  rights  of  either  ought  to 
be  reprobated.  Great  as  is  my  anxiety  to  see 
this  matter  put  to  rest,  to  effect  it  I  will  neither 
renounce  my  principles  nor  surrender  the  privi- 
leges of  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  em- 
pire. If  a  settlement  of  this  grave  question 
take  place,  the  good,  and,  I  may  add,  the  peace 
of  this  nation,  demands  that  it  be  satisfactorv 
to  all  its  parts.  A  ^^  compromise,"  sir,  which 
shall  bring  Missouri  into  this  Union,  may,  in- 
deed, put  an  end  to  this  dispute  here ;  but,  let 
me  tell  gentiemen,  that  if,  in  a  settlement  of 
this  momentous  question,  the  feelings  of  a  large 
portion  of  this  community  shall  be  disregarded^ 
the  peace  of  the  nation  mav  not  be  restored. 

To  insure  such  a  desirable  and  happy  result, 
it  must  be  settied  upon  a  fair,  and  just,  and 
constitutional  basis.  To  such  a  settiement,  and 
to  no  other,  will  I  assent 

After  a  long  debate,  protracted  to  a  late  hour, 
the  question  was  taken  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendment  to  the  Senate's  reso- 
lution, as  proposed  on  Saturday  by  the  select 
committee  of  this  House,  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 78  to  64. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  deci- 
sion to  the  House ;  and,  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  that  decision — 

Mr.  Stobbs  moved  to  postpone  the  whole 
subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Bbowk,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that 
he  must  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  having 
risen  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  so  much 
anxiety  had  been  evinced  to  take  iJie  vote ;  that 
he  had  not  designed  to  address  the  House  at 
this  advanced  period  of  the  debate,  although, 
having  prepared  himself  upon  the  merits,  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  found  an  oppor- 
tunity, without  contending  for  the  floor  with 
those  better  qualified  to  do  it  justice,  before  the 
subject  had  been  literally  exhaasted ;  and  that 
he  would  not  now  incidentally  have  said  a  word, 
but  that  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania,  near 
to  him,  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
SBBGBAirr,)  had,  witii  a  dexterity  better  adapt* 
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od  to  the  bar  of  a  court  than  to  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ingeniously,  though 
unjustly,  endeavored  to  oast  from  himself  and 
tlie  majority  on  the  Missouri  question,  the  odium 
of  an  argument,  derived  from  its  influence  upon 
the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  resentment  at  the  offered 
injury  would  not  admit  of  his  remaining  passive 
while  the  majority  voted  down  the  rights  of 
Missouri,  and  then  attempted  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  responsibility,  by  endeavoring  calm- 
ly and  cunningly  to  throw  the  censure  of  so 
unworthy  an  argument  used  by  them  upon  an 
injured  minority,  who,  he  had  reason 'to  fear, 
bad  so  deeply  suffered  by  the  influence  of  the 
argument  itself.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  upon  arriv- 
ing at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  finding  this 
question  a.'ssuming  an  importance,  and  produc- 
ing effects  so  little  expected  by  him,  he  was  led 
to  expect  that  all  was  not  right ;  that  there  was 
something  artificial  about  it ;  and  had,  there- 
fore, at  an  early  period,  set  himself  at  work  to 
investigate  it  to  the  bottom,  and  to  develop,  if 
possible,  the  real  as  well  as  ostensible  consider- 
ations which  had  swollen  it  to  such  an  alarming 
magnitude ;  and  he  begged  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  motives  were  not  the  less  operative 
or  dangerous  for  not  being  avowed.  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  had  carefully  reviewed  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  in  which  this  bit- 
ter subject  was  opened,  as  well  as  the  speeches 
delivered  by  the  advocates  of  the  restriction, 
marking  well  the  feelings  and  prejudices  dis- 
played, the  suggestions  made,  and  the  principles 
avowed.  He  had  pursued  them  with  great  at- 
tention and  anxiety,  and  he  believed,  without 
arrogating  too  much  to  himself,  that  he  could 
give  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Bebgeaih',)  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  the 
House,  and  the  nation,  a  correct  history  of  this 
argument,  or  suggestion,  amounting  to  the  same 
thing,  of  the  influence  of  the  Missouri  question 
on  the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 
The  origin,  progress,  and  effect  of  the  contest 
for  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  would  be 
recollected;  he  would  only  say  that  its  course 
had  been  marked  with  blood  t 

In  reading  two  speeches  delivered  by  an  emi- 
nent and  venerable  member,  (Mr.  King,)  then 
and  now  of  the  Senate,  from  New  York,  every 
word  of  which  had  been  well  weighed,  he  found 
some  remarks  truly  ominous.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
wished  it  imderstood  that  he  should  not  pretend 
to  detail  every  thing  which  that  gentleman  had 
said  upon  the  same  subject,  to  whose  speeches 
he  might  take  the  liberty  of  referring;  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  the  fair  attainment  of  the 
purpose  which  he  had  with  candor  assured  the 
House  he  had  in  view ;  but  all  might  rest  satis- 
fied that  he  labored  under  no  mistake  in  the 
quotations  which  he  should  make ;  for,  having 
been  seriously  impressed  by  them,  he  had  made 
memoranda,  considering  them  justly  alarming, 
and  looking  askance  from  the  motives  which 
should  infiuenc«  Congress.  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman, than  whom  none  knew  better,  (having 


been  a  member  of  the  convention  which  formed 
the  constitution,)  says  that^  but  for  thh  clause, 
the  Union  would  never  have  been  formed ;  this 
gentleman  said,  in  reference  to  the  computation 
of  slaves,  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation, 
"  that  the  effect  of  this  concession  had  been  ob- 
vious, in  the  preponderance  which  it  had  given 
to  the  slaveholding  States  over  the  other  States ; 
nevertheless,  it  was  an  ancient  settlement;  and 
faith  and  honor  stood  pledged  not  to  disturb  it. 
But  the  extension  of  this  disproportionate  power 
to  the  new  States  would  be  unjust  and  odious." 
Her©  is  the  argument  from  the  preponderance 
— ^tho  disproportionate  power — almost  in  terms 
from  the  balance  of  power — surely  so  in  sub- 
stance,  and  which  he  confirms  from  experience ; 
and  the  odium  which  he  was  pleased  to  say 
should  follow  the  extension  of  it  to  the  new 
States,  and  among  them  to  Missouri,  proves 
how  strongly,  not  to  say  violently,  this  venera- 
ble gentleman  felt  on  the  subject  of  restriction. 
Another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Tallmadgs,)  from 
the  same  State,  who  had,  in  the  fifteenth  Con- 
gress, supported  the  restriction  with  ability  and 
warmth,  was  betrayed  into  a  similar  view.  In 
speaking  of  Missouri,  he  said,  **  that  portion 
of  country  has  no  claim  to  such  an  unequal 
representation,  unjust  in  its  results  upon  the 
other  States."  % 

Here  again  you  perceive  the  grudgiTig  at  con- 
8titutianal,  which  is  called  unequal^  representa- 
tion, in  its  effects  upon  the  other  States,  to  wit, 
the  non-slaveholding  States.  This  gentleman 
also  displayed  his  determination  and  violence, 
by  exclaiming,  "that  his  purpose  was  fixed,  and 
that  if  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  civil  war 
come,  let  it  come  I"  These  were  some  of  the 
allusions  made  in  the  fifteenth  Congress,  to  the 
effect  of  the  Missouri  question  upon  the  balance 
of  power ;  and  they,  too,  by  the  majority  on 
this  fioor,  who,  or  some  of  whom,  deny  the  in- 
fluence of  the  consideration,  as  well  as  the  use 
of  the  argument. 

Mr.  B.  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  refer  to  some  instances  in  which  the  same 
argument  was  renewed  at  the  last  session.  I 
had  become,  sir,  so  fearful,  nay  almost  sure,  that 
this  consideration  had  more  to  do  than  it  should 
have,  with  the  Missouri  question,  that,  when- 
ever the  argument  was  recurred  to,  it  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  mjr  mind,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  am  now  the  better  enabled 
to  refer  to  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen  upon 
that  point.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Pltjmkk,)  who  aimed  to  as- 
perse Kentucky  with  having,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  menaced  disunion,  had  said;  "FeeUng  the 
weight  of  this  slave  representation,  is  it  strange 
that  the  free  States,  believing  they  possess  au- 
thority under  the  constitution,  should  wish  to 
prevent  its  existence  in  States  hereafter  to  be 
admitted  ?"  This  gentleman  utters  the  habituid 
wailing  of  the  malcontents  and  restrictionist£>  at 
constitutional  representation,  which  they  are 
pleased  to  designate  slave  representation,  ac- 
companied by  his  belief  in  its  influence  on  the 
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baUmce  of  power.  Another  gentleman,  then 
from  Massachusetts,  now  in  his  seat  from  Maine 
— the  same  who  presented  his  constituents,  and, 
by  accident,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  Ghristmak-gift,  (which,  and  snch  like, 
may  prove  their  curse,}  after  the  most  mature 
consideration,  I  say  mature,  because  the  gentle- 
man first  wrote  and  then  read  his  speech  to  the 
House — ^this  gentleman  avowed  dangerous  and 
inflammatory  doctrines,  and,  among  other 
things,  said,  in  reference  to  the  slaveholding 
States,  ^^for  emoluments  and  power  you  give  us 
commercial  restrictions,*'  &c.  Here  the  benign 
gentleman  seemed  to  sigh  for  power,  to  avenge 
supposed  wrongs. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seb- 
OKAjrT,)  not  many  days  past  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son, among  others,  to  ^ow  the  imnortance  of 
the  question,  and  why  it  should  be  left  for  the 
decision  of  a  future  Congress,  mentioned  the 
iuflnence  which  it  might  have  upon  the  balance 
of  power ;  for  this  he  was  immediately  rebuked, 
and  he  seemed  to  stand  corrected.  This  even> 
ing,  tlie  gentleman,  in  an  effort  to  relieve  him- 
se&from  so  reproachful  a  consideration,  charged 
the  minority  with  having  first  used  it,  and  partic- 
ularly charged  my  colleague  (Mr.  Clay)  with 
having  made  some  allusion  to  it  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  my  colleague  has  denied,  and  which 
I  will  venture  to  say  no  one  else  recollects.  The 
idea  of  calculations  of  power  influencing  the 
House  in  their  deliberations  on  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion, (views  so  inexorable  to  the  demands  of  jus- 
tice and  reason,)  always  excited  alarm  in  my 
mind ;  and,  fr-om  a  reference  to  it,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, by  a  very  able  and  influential  member,  as 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvsr 
nia,  (Mr.  Seboeast,)  who  now  disclaims  it,  I  am 
enabled  to  settle  the  point  in  dispute  between 
him  and  my  colleague,  by  calling  to  their  minds 
the  fiicta  as  they  transpired,  and  of  which  I 
have  the  most  vivid  recollection. 

My  oollea^e,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, which  has  characterized  his  every 
word  and  action  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  this  contest,  in  one  of  his  speeches  of  the 
last  session  appealed  to  the  great  and  republican 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  regarded 
the  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch,  magnani- 
mously to  interfere  and  settle,  as  she  mi^t  do, 
this  contest,  so  big  with  the  fate  of  the  Union ; 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seb- 
GEAHT,)  whilst  replying,  observed  in  substance, 
if  not  in  words,  and  as  1  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  very  impressively  and  significantly,  that 
true  it  was,  Pennsylvania  had  been  regarded  as 
ttie  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch,  but  if  Con- 
gress went  on  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,  he  did  not  know  how  long  she  would 
continue  so ;  manifestly  indicating  his  jealousy 
of  the  growing  importance  of  the  West,  and  the 
lo^  of  the  attitude  of  Pennsylvania  as  the  key- 
stone of  the  federal  arch ;  or,  in  other  words, 
by  a  manner  and  in  terms  too  pl^n  to  be  mis- 
understood, the  influence  of  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion upon  the  balance  of  power.    Thna^  said 


Mr.  B.,  it  is  plain  to  demonstration,  as  it  is  true 
in  point  of  fact,  that  the  minority,  meaning  to 
be  understood  several  influential  members  of 
the  m^ority,  were  the  first  to  avow,  and  to  con- 
tinue exclusively  to  avow,  this  consideration  ; 
and  that,  not  my  colleague,  (Mr,  Clay,)  but  the 
gentleman  himself  at  the  last^  session,  and  at 
this,  has  consistently,  though  I  cannot  say 
wisely,  presented  the  same  view.  And  that 
which  induced  me  to  rise,  without  reflection, 
under  every  disadvantage  of  a  House  worn 
down  with  tedious  sessions  from  day  to  day,  at 
a  late  hour,  when  their  impatience  had  been  so 
fully  evinced,  was  the  indignation  which  I  felt 
at  the  tittempt  made  by  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  resumed  his  seat,  being  himself  the  offender, 
to  throw  the  blame  and  odium  of  the  use  and 
influence  of  this  argument  upon  my  colleague 
and  the  injured  minority. 

When  Mr.  Brown  had  concluded — 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs  to  postpone  inde- 
flnitely  was  decided  about  sunset,  by  yeas  and 
nays — ^for  the  motion  42,  against  it  127. 

8o  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Mallaby  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  before  stated ;  and  the  question 
thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  thus — 
for  the  amendment  61,  against  it  107. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  its  dis* 
agreement  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
and  the  decision  was  as  follows:  for  concurring 
83,  against  it  86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee 
was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Eeaolted,  ^.,  That  the  State  of  MiMonri  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the 
fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State  shall  never 
pass  any  law  preventing  any  description  of  persons 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  ^e  said  State,  who  are 
now,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citizens  of  any  of  the 
States  of  this  Union :  And  provided,  edtOf  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act, 
shdl  declare  the  aasent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Monday  of  November  next,  an  antiientic.  copy  of  the 
said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact ;  whereupon, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete :  Andpronded, 
further^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  take  from  the  said  State  of  Missouri,  when 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right 
or  power  which  can  now  be  constitutionally  exerdsed 
by  any  of  the  original  States. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  ordering 
the  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time — 

The  names  of  the  members  were  called  oyer. 
The  Clerk,  having  come  to  the  end  of  the  list, 
was  about  to  pronounce  the  result,  when 
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Mr.  Kent,  whose  delicate  state  of  health 
scarcely  enables  him  to  attend  the  House,  and 
who  was  not  io  the  Honse  when  his  name  was 
called,  requested  leave  to  record  his  name. 

Mr.  Jaoksok,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
except  that  he  was  within  the  walls  of  the 
House  when  his  name  was  called,  though  not 
within  the  bar,  made  the  same  request. 

The  Spsaxsb  offered  to  receive  their  votes, 
if  there  was  a  unanimous  consent  to  his  receiv- 
ing them ;  the  rule  of  the  House  peremptorily 
requirmg  that  no  member  should  vote  on  any 
question  unless  he  was  within  the  bar  of  the 
House  when  his  name  was  called. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  voting.    * 

It  was  evident,  from  Uie  sensation  which  filled 
the  House,  that  the  vote  was  a  dose  one, 
though  its  result  had  not  been  announced. 

Mr.  Clay,  finding  that  the  objection  to  these 
gentlemen  would  not  be  withdrawn,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  which  forbids  a 
ehange  of  the  rule  without  one  day's  notice,  in 
order  to  suspend  or  repeal  the  rule  which  for* 
bids  these  gentlemen  from  voting.  After  awhile, 
however,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  relying  on 
the  magnanimity  of  some  member  of  the  ma- 
jority to  move  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  proclaimed 
as  foUows :  for  the  third  reading,  80,  against 
it  88. 

YBAS.-^Messr8.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Biyan,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  N.  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Tenn.,  LitUe,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs^  Meroer, 
Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Yirginia,  Newton,  Pinokney,  Rankin,  Read,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearinffen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WiUiams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bufium,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbdl,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlmgton, 
Deimison,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Conneotiout,  Ed- 
wards of  Peimsylyania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Eustia,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gotham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pemisylvania,  HaU  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibehman, 
Hubert,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
LiTermore,  Maclay,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meech,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
\jy  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rocpsrs,  Ross, 
Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlin- 


son,  Tnunr,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wcn- 
dover.  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  whole  resolution,  amendment  and  all, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  LivESMORS,  who  had  objected  to  the 
above  contested  votes,  then  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  move  for  a  re- 
consideration of  this  question,  that  every  mem- 
ber might  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  it. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TuBSDAT,  February  18. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 

Mr.  LrvEBMOBB,  with  the  view  of  affording 
to  members  who  were  absent  yesterday  an  op-. 
portunity  of  voting  on  the  resolution  from  the 
ISenate,  rose  to  carry  that  purpose  into  effect ; 
and,  to  obtain  his  object,  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings,  by  striking 
therefrom  the  order  *^  that  the  Clerk  should  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  with  the  decision  of  Uiia 
House  on  yesterday;"  that,  by  withholding 
that  Message,  he  might  be  enabled  to  move  the 
reconsideration  of  the  decision,  when  the  time 
should  arrive  at  which  such  a  motion  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Cult  seconded  the  motion,  and  took  the 
occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of 
an  incident  which  occurred  at  the  last  session, 
on  a  question  of  reconsidering  the  final  vote  of 
the  House  on  the  Missouri  bill,  and  to  vindicate 
the  then  Speaker  of  the  House  from  a  presumed 
interference  on  that  occasion,  and  to  show  that 
the  Clerk  did  no  more  than  his  duty  required 
him  to  do,  in  carrying  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
without  waiting  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  as  pro- 
posed, was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mtuouri. 

Mr.  LrvKBMORE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  by  which  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  as  amended,  for  the  admission  of  Mia- 
souri,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Tbaoy,  that  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers might  be  as  general  as  possible,  moved  a 
call  of  the  House,  (Mr.  Livxbhobc  having 
waived  his  motion  for  the  present,  to  gire  an 
opportunity  for  this  motion.) 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  nega- 
tived—yeas 61,  nays  78. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  the 
reasons  why  he  eiiould  vote  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion, from  motives  of  comity  to  other  members^ 
and  yet  should  asain  vote,  as  he  did  yesterday, 
against  the  resolution,  should  it  be  reconsid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Gabnxtt  said,  feeUng,  as  he  did,  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  motion  for  reconsideration, 
and  as  his  vote  would  be  apparently  inconsbtent 
with  that  he  had  ycsteroay  given  for  the  en- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGREl^S. 


105 


Fbbkuabt,  laai.] 


Admisthn  of  Mummru 


[H.  or  B. 


gRMsment  of  the  resolntion,  it  was  a  duty  he 
owed  to  himself  to  state  the  reasons  which  in- 
flaenced  him.  When  he  first  came  to  the  Honee 
jesterday,  he  had  read  the  amendment,  and  his 
impreflsions  were  against  it.  He  had  therefore 
Toted  agmnst  its  adoption.  His  attention,  how- 
ever, having  heen  subsequently  attracted  to  the 
prwfiaa^  be  had,  without  sufficiently  examining 
the  previous  part  of  the  resolution,  believed 
that  its  effect  was  to  do  away  and  render  nuga- 
tory all  its  provisions ;  and,  under  this  idea,  and 
in  Uie  spirit  of  conciliation,  he  had  voted  for 
engrosaing  the  resolution  as  it  had  been  amend- 
ed. Subsequent  and  serious  reflection  had,  how- 
ever, induced  him  to  think  that  he  was  mis- 
taken as  to  the  effect  of  the  proviso,  and  that 
his  first  impressions  were  correct  It  was,  per- 
haps, true,  that  it  was  calculated  to  do  away 
any  inequality  that  might  be  produced  by  the 
conditiona  of  the  resolution,  between  the  rights 
of  Missouri,  and  those  of  the  other  States^ 
^when  admitted;"  but  it  was  an  attempt  to 
impose  on  her  a  condition  previously  to  her  ad- 
mission, which  we  had  no  right  to  require  her 
to  perform.  How  was  it  possible  that  we  who 
think  that  Missouri  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, now  a  State,  and  that  she  is  only  kept 
out  of  the  Union  by  violence  and  itgustice,  can 
believe  that  we  can  impose  on  her  any  condi- 
tion precedent  to  her  admission;  and  that  a 
condition,  too,  which  requires  her  to  relinquish 
a  right  which  she  can  now  exercise  in  common 
with  every  other  State  in  this  Union.  It  re- 
quires her  to  say  that  she  will  not  pass  any  law 
[«ieventing  any  descripti<Hi  of  persons  who  now 
are,  or  may  hereafter  become,  citizens  of  any 
State,  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  Missouri. 
Kow,  we  all  believe  that  she  has  the  power  to 
prevent  a  certain  description  of  persons  from 
coming  in  and  settling  in  the  State ;  and  I  am 
disposed  to  go  still  further,  and  to  say,  that  she 
has  the  right  to  exclude  any  description  of  per- 
sons— even  the  white  citizens  of  another  State; 
for,  if  a  State  does  not  possess  this  right,  this 
obviously  absurd  consequence  follows — that  a 
State  could  not  banish  a  citizen  upon  any  pre* 
text  whatever,  for  treason,  or  for  the  most  in- 
fiunons  crimes ;  for  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  become  a  citizen  of  another  State, 
when  he  mi^t  return  and  reside  in  the  State 
from  which  he  was  banished,  in  spite  of  its 
laws.  But,  however  this  might  be,  we  all 
agree  that  Missouri  has  a  right  to  exclude  some 
desoiption  of  persons,  even  though  citizens  of 
another  State;  and,  agreeing  in  this,  we  cannot 
impose  any  precedent  condition  to  her  admis- 
sion requiring  her  to  abandon  this  right.  It 
was  useless  to  say  that  the  solemn  public  act  bv 
which  the  resolution  requires  her  to  relinquish 
this  right,  is  null  If  it  was  so,  it  would  not 
justify  our  supporting  it  If  you  analyze  the 
doctrine  in  its  extremest  possible  result,  the 
least  that  we  concede  by  the  resolution  is,  that 
Congress  can  impose  conditions  on  a  State 
which  are  null,  but  cannot  impose  any  which 
are  efficient  and  operative.    But,  if  we  admit 


this  doctrine,  it  will  not  be  easy  always  to  dis-> 
criminate  between  conditions  that  are  null  and 
those  that  are  operative ;  and  if  we  concede  the 
right  of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  at  all, 
precedent  to  the  admission  of  a  State,  whether 
void  or  otherwise,  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
argnment  against  their  constitutionality,  in  any 
future  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  impose 
such  conditions  on  Missouri  or  any  other  State. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  a  few  remarks^  by  way 
of  protestation  against  the  proposed  reconsidera- 
tion. The  battle,  he  said,  had  been  fairly  fought, 
and  fairly  won— ^r  lost,  as  gentlemen  should 
please  to  consider  it.  He  considered  the  pro- 
posed reconsideration  to  be,  under  the  circum- 
stances, contrary  to  parliamentary  usage,  and  as 
tending  to  prostrate  the  great  constitutional 
barriers  which  surround  me  powers  of  this 
House.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  vouching  his  life 
for  it  that  this  question  might  be  settled  with- 
out recourse  to  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  regretting  the  unfortunate 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  having  to  meet 
objections  of  an  opposite  nature,  and  from  quar- 
ters of  the  House  whence  he  had  no  right  to 
expect  them.  Though  gentlemen  might  not  be 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  they 
ought  yet  to  vote  for  reconsideration,  that  the 
door  might  be  kept  open  for  a  different  amend- 
ment, if  a  different  one  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary. He  threw  himself  on  the  frankness  and 
courtesy  of  the  House,  to  allow  the  members 
who  were  absent  on  yesterday  an  opportunity 
of  recording  their  votes. 

Mr.  Floyd  intimated  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  reconsideration,  but  stated  that  more  im- 
portant questions  than  this  had  been  lost  during 
his  observation,  by  the  absence  of  members 
from  their  seats.  Conceiving  that  a  remedy 
ought  to  be  provided  for  tins  evil,  he  stated  his 
intention  of  moving,  at  some  time  during  the 
session,  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  House 
so  as  to  require,  that,  on  each  call  of  Uie  yeas 
and  nays,  the  names  of  absentees  should  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journals,  designating  the  States 
which  they  respectively  represent 

After  some  further  conversation,  of  an  inci- 
dental nature — 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  taken, 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays :  For  the  recon- 
sideration 101,  and  against  it  66. 

So  the  House  determined  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  yesterday  rejecting  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate  in  its  amended  shape. 

The  question  then  again  presented  itself  in 
this  form :  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and,  with  the  resolution,  read  a  third  time  ? 

Mr.  Haoklby,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at  con- 
siderable length,  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him,  as  a  member  of  the  select  committee,  and 
on  the  subsequent  vote  in  the  House,  to  give  his 
suffrage  in  favor  of  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee. 

Mr.  FuLLEB  delivered  to  the  House  the 
grounds  on  which  he  was  opposed  to  this  reso- 
lution, not  believing  that  the  condition  aimexed 
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to  the  admission  of  Mssoxui  obviates  the  obleo- 
tion  to  that  clause  of  her  constitution  which  is 
supposed  to  conflict  with  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  feel- 
ing it  his  paluful  duty,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  differ  from  those  with  whom  it  had 
been  his  pleasure  to  act  upon  almost  every 
proposition  concerning  Missouri,  he  trusted  he 
need  offer  no  apology  for  the  part  he  should 
take  in  consuming  the  valuable  time  of  the 
House.  He  would  not,  he  said,  detain  the  Mouse 
long ;  he  knew  it  was  impatient  for  the  ques- 
tion, and  would  endeavor  to  state,  as  suc(unctly 
as  possible,  the  reasons  which  determined  the 
course  he  was  about  to  take.  Whatever,  Mr. 
E.  said,  might  be  his  views  upon  this  resolution, 
to  whatever  conclusion  he  may  have  come,  he 
could  but  distrust  his  own  judgment  when  op- 
posed by  the  opinion  of  the  select  committee 
who  reported  it  to  the  House.  With  some  of 
the  members  of  that  committee,  he  said,  he  was 
well  acquainted ;  he  had  the  fullest  confidence 
in  their  abilities,  and  regretted  he  could  not  go 
along  with  them.  His  great  anxiety  to  put  to 
rest  this  distracting  subject  was  manifest  from 
hi»  course  hitherto ;  and  no  gentleman  could, 
for  a  moment,  believe  he  would  hesitate  to  vote 
for  any  proposition  to  admit  Missouri  which  his 
judgment  approved. 

He  had  bestowed  the  fullest  consideration 
upon  this  resolution,  and  could  not  bring  him- 
self to  support  it.  What,  sir,  is  the  first  mem- 
ber of  it  ?  It  is  declared  to  be  a  fundamental 
condition  upon  which  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  that  she  *^  shall  never  pass  any 
law  preventing  any  description  of  persons  from 
coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  said  State,  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  of  this  Union."  Bid  it,  he 
asked,  recite  in  so  many  words  the  clause  in 
tlv3  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States  ? "  No,  sir.  It  in 
truth  contained  our  own  construction  of  that 
clause ;  it  set  forth  our  own  opinion,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  of  the  obligation  it  imposed,  and 
we  demand  of  Missouri  submission  to  that 
opinion  as  a  nne  qua  Tum  of  her  admission. 
And  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  maintain  this 
doctrine  ?  Would  they  tell  him  that  Congress 
possess  the  power .  to  cut  down  and  restrict  the 
State  sovereignties  by  legislative  construction 
of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  that,  too,  of  a 
clause  merely  to  restrain  the  legislative  discre- 
tion of  the  States  themselves  f  Establish  this 
doctrine,  and  to  what  will  it  lead  ?  What  will 
be  the  powers  of  this  Government,  and  where 
the  limit  to  them  ?  I  ask,  said  Mr.  E.,  do  gen- 
tlemen mean  to  say,  that  whatever  may  be  our 
construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  what- 
ever rights  we  may  think  we  ourselves  possess, 
we  can  demand  of  a  State  who  asks  admission 
into  the  Union,  to  stipulate  she  will  adopt  the 
one  and  not  violate  the  other?    If  so,  what  is 


to  prevent  us  from  saying  to  Missouri,  to  Michi- 
gan, to  Arkansas,  or  any  other  Territory  who 
may  hereafter  apply  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Union,  ^*we  have  a  right  to  promote  the 
internal  improvement  of  the  country  by  a  sys- 
tem of  roads  and  canals,  when,  how,  and  where 
we  please,  and  we  demand  of  you,  as  a  ocmdi- 
tion  of  admission,  a  stipulation  that  you  will 
pass  no  law  interfering  with  the  exerdse  of  this 
right,  or,  indeed,  of  any  other  right  which  we 
may  imagine  we  possess?"  And  why  not? 
We  may  say  then,  as  now,  it  is  consistent  with 
our  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  and  we 
impose  no  new  obligation.  Sir,  I  will  never 
consent  to  establish  such  a  principle  by  my 
vote.  The  powers  of  this  Government  are 
mighty  enough ;  their  march  is  onwards ;  and 
I  wish  they  may  not  sooner  or  later  entirely 
absorb  the  powers  of  the  States.  He  knew  he 
should  be  told  that  his  objections  to  the  first 
proviso  were  obviated  by  the  last,  which  asserts 
that  Missouri,  when  admitted,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  original  States.  But  he  could 
not  so  view  it ;  whether  our  construction  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  in  this  particular,  be 
right  or  wrong,  the  principle  still  remained. 
He  objected  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  by  Con- 
gress to  decide  for  the  States  the  extent  of  their 
political  powers. 

This  resolution  must  receive  such  a  oonstmo- 
tion  as  will  give  effect  to  every  member  of  it, 
as  will  reconcile  all  its  parts.  And  was  he  to 
understand  gentlemen  to  say  that  Missouri, 
thus  restricted,  will  have  all  the  powers  of  the 
original  States ;  or  that  the  original  States  had 
the  same  powers,  and  no  more  than  she  had  ? 
Gentlemen  are  mistaken  when  they  say  the  im- 
port of  the  terms  "  privileges  and  immunities  " 
is  remitted  to  judicial  cognizance ;  we  have  our- 
selves, in  some  degree,  given  their  meaning. 
The  resolution  uses  the  words  *'any  description 
of  persons,"  and  declares  them  entitled  to  go 
to,  and  settle  in,  Missouri,  if  they  be  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States.  It  does  not  say  of  the  United 
States.  What  privileges  and  immunities  are 
secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
the  clause  in  question,  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  must  decide,  subject  to  revision  by  the 
Judiciary ;  and  how  far  the  States  are  restrain- 
ed, in  this  respect,  there  is  much  difference  of 
opinion  even  in  this  House.  Let  Missouri, 
then,  eigoy  the  rights  her  sister  States  possess; 
let  her  be  at  liberty,  as  they  are,  to  expound 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  according 
to  her  sense  of  her  own  obligations  of  duty  and 
of  conscience. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  some  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opposed  to  this  resolution.  He 
considered  it  as  proposing  a  sacrifice  of  the 
rigljts  not  only  of  Missouri,  but  collaterally  of 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  to  mistaken  notions 
of  expediency ;  and  Altered  into  an  argument 
to  support  that  position.  He  declared  himself 
to  be  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  any  oondi 
tion  to  the  act  of  admission  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  SxoBBS  followed,  in  an  argument  in  sup- 
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port  of  the  resolution,  and  the  sufficiency  of  its 
provisions  to  obviate  the  objection  which  he 
bad  entertained  to  the  naked  resolution  for  ad- 
mission, when  that  question  was  presented  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  He  earnestly 
deprecated  ^e  disposition  which  appeared  to 
prevail  with  some  gentlemen,  to  leave  Missouri 
in  a  state  of  disconnection  from,  and  independ- 
ence on,  the  Grovemment,  proposing  to  do 
nothing  with  her  now,  and  promising  to  do 
nothing  more  hereafter,  &c. 

Mr.  Claak,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows : 

Dnring  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  the 
qnestion  of  restricting  slavery  in  that  State  was 
discussed,  I  supported  it,  in  every  instance,  by 
my  vote.  Congress^  however,  decided  against 
those  who  thought  and  acted  with  me  on  the 
qnestion.  How  that  decision  was  obtained  I 
will  not  now  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
that  the  opponents  of  restriction  were  not  in- 
debted to  me  for  their  success,  either  by  my 
absence  or  by  a  change  of  my  vote.  But,  how- 
ever that  decision  was  obtained,  I  considered  it 
binding  on  Congress.  By  it  Congress  solemnly 
pledged  itself  to  Missonri,  that,  if  she  would 
present  a  constitution,  in  other  respects  repub- 
licaD,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  die  should  be  admitted  into 
this  Union.  I  considered  myself  bound  by  this 
pledge.  I  have  no  alternative  left.  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  consent,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  to  observe  a  Funic  faith  even  to  Mis- 
souri. I  know  it  is  objected  that  Missouri  has 
not  fulfilled  her  part  of  the  compact ;  that  her 
constitution,  in  one  of  its  provisions,  is  repug- 
nant to  that  of  the  United  States.  I  agree  that 
it  is.  But  we  have  no  evidence  that  this  repug- 
nant clause  was  inserted  with  intent  to  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion; and  we  certainly  are  warranted  in  judg- 
ing charitably  of  her  intentions,  when  we  re- 
flect that  several  of  the  States  have  enacted 
laws  of  the  same  tendency,  and  equally  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  common  judicial  maxim,  equally  applica- 
ble to  States  and  individuals,  that  every  one  is 
presumed  innocent  until  proven  guilty.  Adopt- 
ing this  maxim,  we  cannot  yet  pronounce  sen- 
tence agtdnst  Missouri.  If  gentlemen  will  prove 
to  me,  by  reasonable  argument^  that  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  law  of  last  session,  and  that  we 
fitiU  have  the  right,  consistent  with  good  faith, 
to  revive  the  queSation  of  the  restriction  of 
slavery  in  lOssouri,  and  that  there  is  any,  even 
the  most  distant  hope  of  bringing  it  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination,  I  will  go  with  them ;  for  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood,  that  I  am  not  ex- 
cited to  my  present  course  by  any  sympathy 
for  Missouri ;  I  feel  none :  nor  am  I  prompted 
by  fear.  The  menaces  of  gentlemen  have  no 
influence  on  my  mind. 

Mr.  SiMXiirs  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  rising,  principally  to  ask  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  this  now  apparently  des- 
perate resolution,  my  bosom  swells  with  emo- 
tiona  to  which  my  tongue  can  give  no  utterance. 


I  feel  myself  authorized  to  warn  gentlemen,  in 
the  most  solenm  manner,  that  tiie  nation  is 
heart-sick  of  this  question ;  and  I  do  believe,  if 
it  were  loft  to  the  people,  Missouri  would  be 
declared  to  be  admitted  almost  by  acclamation. 
The  inhabitants  even  of  the  North  and  East 
abhor  the  existence  of  a  subject  which  has  been 
so  pressed  upon  Congress  as  not  only  to  occa- 
sion great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  but  to  agi- 
tate the  nation  from  Midne  to  Georgia ;  and  al- 
though it  may  not  be  strictly  parliamentary  to 
speak  of  information  (doming  in  any  other  &an 
an  official  shape,  yet  I  venture  to  assert,  upon 
that  on  which  I  place  the  most  implicit  reli- 
ance, that,  in  many  sections  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  there  is  a  vast  m^ority  in  favor  of 
unconditional  admission!  Shall  I,  then,  on  a 
matter  of  such  moment,  of  such  national  im- 
portance, that  almost  every  day  it  exists  adds 
to  the  bad  feelings,  jealousies,  and  spirit  of  dis- 
union, so  destructive  to  our  peace,  stop  to  argue 
the  lawyer-like  and  attenuated  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tomlinson,) 
as  to  the  power  oi  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 
to  give  its  assent  to  the  proposition  submitted 
by  the  committee ;  a  proposition  most  ably  and 
zealously  vindicated  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Kentucky  and  from  New  York,  (Messrs.  Clay, 
FoBD,  and  Hackley.)  Sir,  this  is  no  time  to 
consider  technical  arguments  and  sceptical  ob- 
jections ;  it  is  the  time  to  insure  the  harmony 
of  the  country  by  a  settlement  of  this  ominous 
and  ill-boding  question. 

Mr.  Boss,  of  Ohio,  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness  of  manner,  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution^  on  the  ground  that  its  pro- 
visions were  inefficient  in  themselves ;  or,  beiftg 
otherwise,  were  of  a  most  pernicious  tendency. 
He  considered  it  an  expedient  to  avoid  a  re- 
sponsibility which  gentlemen  were  afraid  to 
meet.  He  reprobated  the  change  of  sentiment 
which  some  gentlemen  had  evinced,  and.  inti- 
mated that,  if  honest  in  their  first  opinion,  they 
had  acted  dishonestly,  or  under  the  influence 
of  improper  motives  in  voting  differently  now, 
&c. 

Mr.  LiTTLB,  of  Maryland,  was  about  to  speak 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Boss,  and  in  vindication  of  his 
course  on  this  question — 

When  an  explanation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Boss,  which  induced  Mr.  L.  to 
waive  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  spoke 
earnestly  in  support  of  this  resolution,  and  in 
reply  to  those  who  had  spoken  against  it.  He 
invoked  those  whom  the  resolution,  as  it  now 
stood,  did  not  please,  to  say  explicitly  what 
would  please  them,  it  having  been  decided  by  a 
large  majority  that  the  restriction  of  last  session 
was  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Smfth,  of  Maryland,  spoke  briefly  upon 
one  point  of  the  resolution  which  had  been  par- 
ticularly objected  to. 

Mr.  FiNOKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  many  reasons  which 
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make  it  incumbent  on  me  not  to  suffer  this 
question,  which  I  consider  the  final  one  on  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to 
pass  without  presenting  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  House.  These  reasons  are,  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  itself  the  great  interest 
the  State  I  represent,  in  part,  has  in  it,  and,  not 
among  the  least,  the  frequent  calls  made  upon 
me  in  this  House,  and  references  in  the  othen 
as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  it  appears,  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  General  Convention  that  formed  the 
constitution,  I  first  proposed  in  that  body. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  most  awful  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate 
and  distressing  subject.  On  the  decision  of  the 
question  before  you  is  to  depend  whether  we 
are  to  rise  in  harmony  with  each  other,  having 
made  the  necessary  provision  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
States,  or  to  reject  her  constitution,  and  leave 
her,  erected  as  she  completely  is,  by  our  own 
authority,  into  a  State,  unowned  and  unadmit- 
ted into  our  Union,  of  which,  under  the  foster* 
ing  care  of  Government,  she  soon  bids  fair  to 
become  a  most  valuable  member. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
which  has  been  published,  at  least  this  sentence 
of  it :  ''*■  The  Missouri  question  is  the  most  por- 
tentous one  that  ever  threatened  our  Union. 
In  the  gloomiest  moments  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  I  never  had  any  apprehension  equal  to 
that  I  feel  from  this  source.''  I  agree  perfectly 
with  him,  and  Join'  those  gentlemen  in  opinion 
who  consider  this,  beyond  all  comparison,  the 
second  question  in  point  of  importance^  which 
has  been  agitated  among  us  once  our  revolt 
from  the  parent  State.  The  first  was  the 
memorable  declaration  which  confirmed  the 
Union,  and  gave  birth  to  the  independence  of 
our  country.  This  is  the  only  one  which  may, 
in  its  consequences,  lead  to  the  dissolution  of 
that  very  Union,  and  prove  the  death-blow  of 
all  the  political  happiness  and  national  impor- 
tance once  so  rationally  to  be  expected  from  it. 
I  feel  myself  authorized  to  express  this  fear  by 
the  fact,  that  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  have 
now  thrown  off  the  veil,  and  expressly  declare 
their  intention  is  to  leave,  if  possible,  this  ques- 
tion to  the  next  Congress ;  to  leave  to  them, 
unfettered  by  any  act  of  ours,  the  power  to  de- 
cide how  far  the  true  interest  of  tlie  Union  may 
then  make  it  necessaiy  to  produce  anew,  and 
struggle  for  the  imposition  of  the  restriction  on 
slavery  in  Missouri,  which  has,  during  the  three 
last  sessions^  shaken  the  Union  to  its  very  foun- 
dations. They  openly  avow  that  they  do  not 
consider  themselves  bound  by  the  compact  of 
the  last  year,  confining  that  restriction  *to  the 
territory  north  of  86  degrees  80  minutes,  but 
aver,  if  they  have  strength  enough  to  do  so, 
their  intention  to  leave  the  next  Congress  fr^e 
to  decide  it  as  they  please. 

In  considering  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor 


to  prove  to  you  that  Missouri,  in  complying  with 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  has  sub- 
mitted to  you  the  very  best  republican  consti- 
tution I  have  ever  seen ;  one  not  only  superior 
to  that  of  tiie  other  States,  but  even  to  the 
boasted  one  of  tlie  United  States ;  and  that  if 
she  has,  without  tlie  least  intention  to  violate 
it,  inserted  the  article  respecting  the  prohibition 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  she  may  fairly  be 
considered  as  not  only  having  done  it  under  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  but  I  may  almost  be  Justi- 
fied in  saying  under  their  reconmiendation. 

In  examinmg  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  it 
will  be  found,  tiiat  while  it  has  carefully  avoid- 
ed all  those  defects  which  time  and  experience 
have  discovered  in  the  constitutions  of  the  other 
States,  it  has  wisely  ingrafted  aU  their  excel- 
lences, and  made  additions  of  others  heretofore 
omitted  or  not  thought  of.  The  first  branch  of 
her  Legislature  is,  contranr  to  all  the  othenL 
except  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  elected 
for  two  years,  thereby  avoiding  the  almost  con- 
tinual irritation  and  intrigue  incident  to  annual 
elections,  while  sufficiently  short  to  continue 
the  Representative  as  connected  with  his  oon* 
stituents,  as  he  ought  to  be.  The  Senate  are 
elected  for  a  longer  term,  and  with  a  proper  ro» 
tation,  so  as  to  unite  nrmness,  stability,  and 
system,  with  a  due  degree  of  de^ndence  and 
responsibility.  Their  Executive  is  elected  for 
four  years,  possesses  the  same  revisionary  power 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  does,  and 
has  exactly  that  permanence,  nomination  to 
office,  and  patronage,  which  an  Executive  ought 
to  have,  to  give  weight  and  respectability  to 
his  office,  and  no  more. 

Her  Judiciary  are  wisely  appointed,  and  are 
completely  independent  in  the  tenure  of  their 
office  and  salaries,  all  the  provisions  it  has  made 
for  the  government  of  their  militia,  and  tiie  dia- 
tribution  of  knowledge  among  the  rimng  genera- 
tion of  their  country,  do  honor  to  the  talents 
that  formed  the  constitution,  while  those  which 
provide  for  the  humane  treatment  of  slaves  by 
their  masters,  and  their  trial  by  iury,  and  pun- 
ishment in  the  same  manner  as  the  whites,  and 
make  the  murder,  or  dismemberment  of  a  dave, 
punishable  as  if  committed  on  a  fr«e  white  per- 
son, are  honorable  and  liberal  improvements  on 
the  policy  which  has  hitherto  governed  other 
States  in  these  respects;  the  declaration  of 
rights  annexed  to  their  constitution  recognises 
and  establishes  all  the  great  and  indispensable 
principles  of  tree  government ;  in  short,  m  every 
thing  except  wiui  respect  to  those  provisions 
which  are  held  to  interfere  with  its  claim  to 
admission  into  the  Union,  Missouri  must  appear 
to  every  impartial  man  to  have  done  herself 
credit  by  her  constitution,  of  which  the  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  general  suffrage,  or,  in  other 
words,  equal  political  rights,  is  the  basis. 

I  have  said  no  other  State  constitution  is 
comparable  to  it,  and  to  prove  this,  for  brevity 
sake,  let  us  shortly  exanune  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  and  we  shall,  as  repablioan 
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•ysteaiSb  find  them  far  inferior  indeed  to  Mis- 
souri ;  and  as  the  question  is  on  the  acceptance 
of  her  oonstitntion,  and  admiseaon  into  the 
Union,  this  examination  becomes  peculiarly 
proper. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
yon  find  it  firee  from  all  these  defects ;  and,  as 
the  great  question  now  before  us  is  the  accept- 
ance of  her  constitution  and  admission  into  the 
Union,  I  wish,  as  £eu:  as  I  am  able,  to  show  to 
the  people  of  this  country  its  excellence  and 
anperiority,  as  a  republican  one,  over  those  of 
the  important  States  I  have  mentioned,  and, 
indeed,  of  all  the  others,  that  they  may  be  ena- 
bled to  Judge  whether  it  can  be  possible  so  ex- 
cellent a  sycntem  can  be  rejected  for  the  trifling 
reason  that  it  inadvertently  contains  a  proyision 
prohibiting  the  settlement  of  free  negroes  and 
mnliuttoee  among  them,  or  whether  it  is  not  in- 
finitely more  probable  that  other  reasons  of  a 
much  more  serious  nature,  and  pregnant  with 
the  moat  disastrous  events  to  the  future  miion 
and  peace  of  these  States,  are  at  the  bottom  of 
this  unexpected  and  inexcusable  opposition. 
My  reason  for  being  of  this  opinion  &,  that  if 
tms  was  not  the  case  the  course  of  their  pro- 
oee^ng  on  this  subject  would  have  been  most 
probably  as  foUows:  There  would  have  been, 
as  there  must  inevitably  have  been,  a  unanimous 
fq>probation  of  every  part  of  the  system  except 
this  proliibitonr  clause,  and  this  would  have 
been  considered,  as  it  certainly  is,  nothing  more 
than  a  strong  recommendation  firom  the  con- 
vention that  formed  the  constitution  to  the  fu- 
ture Legislature,  which  might  or  might  not 
comply  with  it,  after  ^ving  it  a  much  more  ftill 
and  deliberate  examination  than  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  convention  to  do,  as,  in  their 
qunion,  was  most  consistent  with  the  Oonstitu- 
ti<m  of  the  United  States,  or  the  interest  of 
their  own  State.  If  the  convention  had  not 
determined  to  leave  it  wholly  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Legislature,  why  did  they  not,  in  express 
terms,  deolare  that  no  firee  mulattoes  or  negroes 
should  ever  be  aUowed  to  enter  into  Missouri, 
and  make  it  a  part  of  the  constitution  ?  It  was 
easy  to  have  framed  a  short  article  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  not  to  have  made  the  intervention  of 
the  Legislature  necessary ;  besides,  what  shows 
that  the  Legislature  are  of  this  opinion  is,  that 
as  far  as  we  know,  they  have  hitherto  passea 
DO  such  law,  and,  if  they  should  not,  where  is 
there  a  penalty  annexed  to  their  not  doing  so, 
or  where  is  the  power  to  compel  them  ?  But  I 
now  proceed  to  state,  in  my  opinion,  the  article 
la  not  an  unconstitutional  one ;  and  that,  even 
if  it  waa,  it  might  be  considered,  in  some  de- 
gree, as  sanctioned  viriuallyi  or  tacitly  recom- 
mended by  Congress. 

I  say  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  unconstitu- 
tional, for  the  following  reasons,  in  which  I 
mean  briefly  to  answer  to  the  call  that  has  been 
made  upon  me :  It  appears  by  the  Journal  of 
the  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  I  was  the  only  member 
of  that  body  that  ever  submitted  the  plan  of  a 


constitution  completely  drawn  in  articles  and 
sectiona;  and  this  having  been  done  at  a  very 
early  stage  of  their  proccMddings,  the  article  on 
which  now  so  much  stress  is  laid,  and  on  the 
meaning  of  which  the  whole  of  this  question  is 
made  to  turn,  and  which  is  in  these  words :  "  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immunities  in  every  State,"  hav- 
mg  been  made  by  me,  it  is  supposed  1  must 
know,  or  perfectly  recollect,  what  I  meant  by 
it  In  answer,  I  say  that,  at  the  time  I  drew 
that  constitution,  I  perfectly  knew  that  there 
did  not  then  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union  as 
a  black  or  colored  citizen,  nor  could  I  then  have 
conceived  it  posnble  such  a  thing  could  ever 
have  existed  in  it ;  nor,  notwithstanding  all  that 
is  said  on  the  subject,  do  I  now  believe  one  does 
exist  in  it ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  this,  the  onlv 
true  question  for  consideration  is,  what  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  ?  And  I  now  answer, 
as  we  consider  one  in  the  State  to  which  I  be- 
long. 

In  South  Carolina  we  conader  all  white  per- 
sons bom  in  the  same,  or  adopted  according  to 
law,  to  be  citizens,  and  entitled,  as  such,  to  all 
the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  where  not  disabled 
by  something  personal  to  themselves.  Their 
privileges  vary  according  to  their  sex  and  situa- 
tion, females  are  wholly  excluded  from  a  right 
to  vote,  or  to  office,  and  are  confined  to  their 
proper  sphere;  but  all  males  bom  in  the  State, 
or  in  the  United  States,  after  a  certain  residence 
in  that  State,  or  adopted  according  to  law,  are 
equal,  except  dergvmen,  who,  on  account  of 
Iheir  office,  are  exduded  from  the  Legislature. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  they  are  all  enrolled  into 
the  militia,  and  serve  as  the  defenders  of  their 
countrv.  At  twenty-one  they  are,  from  our 
general  suffi*age  law,  qualified  to  vote,  to  serve 
on  luries,  and  to  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature, 
and  an  offices  except  two,  which  require  greater 
age.  They  have  a  right  to  sue,  and  are  liable 
to  be  sued ;  to  take  a  freehold,  and  hold  prop- 
erty. They  are  all  entitled  to  the  trial  by  Jury, 
and  intermarry  at  any  age. 

This,  and  this  alone,  is  called  a nitizen  there; 
and  nothing  less  than  this  can.  in  my  opinion, 
constitute  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
let  us  compare  this  white  citizen  of  the  Sout^ 
with  the  hlack  or  colored  man,  such  as  he  is  in 
the  Eastern  or  Northem  States;  and  then  let 
it  be  seen  whetiier,  for  the  protection  of  the 
comparatively  few  rights  of  such  a  being  as  he 
is — of  a  person  so  situated,  so  unlike  a  citizen, 
and  so  almost  wholly  without  his  privileffcs— 
gentiemen  can  be  serious  in  refusing  t^e  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  and  risking  the  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  all  the  States  had 
slaves ;  the  Northern  and  Eastern  to  a  consid- 
erable amount,  and  the  Southern  to  a  much 
more  numerous  one.  The  former,  extremely 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  them,  passed  laws  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  and,  by  their  ill- 
treatment>  by  the  contempt  they  exhibited  for 
them,  and  the  marked  line  of  distinction  drawn 
between  them  and  the  whites^  I  am  told,  in  the 
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Eastern  States,  they  have  almost  driven  the 
whole  of  them  away — ^many  to  the  Weat  Indies, 
and  more  to  the  Southern  States ;  so  that  in  the 
six  Eastern  States,  I  am  informed,  not  more,  at 
present,  than  a  few  thousand  remain. 

And  here  let  me  ask,  how  have  they  effected 
this?  Why,  as  I  have  just  said,  by  treating 
them,  on  every  occasion,  with  the  most  marked 
contempt — by  never  employing  them  when 
whites  can  be  procured,  thus  reducing  them  to 
great  penury  and  distress — by  refusing  to  trust 
them  with  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  en- 
rolling them  in  their  militia — by  denying  them 
the  right  to  serve  on  juries,  or  in  their  courts 
to  give  credit  to  theif  oaths  in  suits  where 
whites  are  concerned — by.  preventing  their 
marrying,  under  heavy  penalties,  with  the 
whites — ^and  by  even  refusing  to  them  the  right 
of  remaining  more  than  two  months  in  tiieir 
State,  under  penalty  of  whipping ;  thus  show- 
ing that,  so  far  from  wishing  to  treat  or  con- 
sider them  as  citizens,  they  view  the  mixture 
of  their  blood,  and  any  connection  with  them, 
as  a  disgrace  to  the  whites.  The  only  solitary 
privilege  which  it  seems  is  granted  them,  is,  on 
pressing  occasions,  where  votes  are  wanted, 
these  degraded  beings  are  frequently,  in  a  most 
improper  state,  dragged  to  the  polls,  with  tick- 
ets in  their  hands  which  they  cannot  read,  and 
compelled,  by  men  under  whose  influence  they 
are  obliged  to  act,  to  disgrace,  in  the  most 
shameful  manner,  the  highest  privilege  our  Re- 
public boasts,  and  which,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
is  in  no  other  country  equally  degraded,  as  by  a 
view  of  their  condition,  and  the  manner  the 
blacks  are  treated  in  Europe,  will  presently  be 
shown.  And,  perhaps,  this  is  the  proper  place 
to  remark,  that  it  was  impossible  for  Missouri 
to  have  held  any  other  opinions  on  this  subject 
than  those  she  did,  when,  in  addition  to  all  this, 
she  well  knew  Congress  had  never,  by  their 
laws,  naturalized  any  but  whites,  or  admitted 
any  other  to  be  enrolled  into  the  militia,  or 
had,  by  any  act,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  ac- 
knowledged or  consid<?red  a  black  or  colrfred 
man  as  a  citizen. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  say  what  opinion  ought  to 
be  attached  to  the  perseverance  which  the  ma- 
jority of  thiB  House  have  exhibited  for  three 
successive  sessions,  on  this  occasion,  in  strug- 
gling to  establish  the  points  for  which  they 
have  contended,  and  in  which  they  have  shown 
80  little  attention,  or  have  had  so  little  respect 
for  the  feelings  of  their  brethren  of  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  It  must  have  arisen  either 
from  a  wish  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  separate 
themselves  from  the  slaveholding  States,  or 
from  a  total  want  of  knowledge  of  the  distinc- 
tion which  has.  from  time  immemorial,  existed 
in  the  civilized  world,  between  the  black  and 
white  race,  and  the  strong  and  immovable  line 
which  has  separated,  and  will  for  ever  continue 
to  separate,  them  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  of  this  Union. 

There  can  be  no  question  what  the  opinion 
of  Europe  is  as  to  the  black  race ;  for  there  the 


line  of  distinction  is  as  strongly  drawn  as  it  is 
between  the  whites  and  them  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  Nor  is  this  peculiar  to  the 
modems ;  the  same  opinion  was  entertained  by 
the  ancients  of  the  then  civilized  world  as  exists 
at  present. 

In  speaking  of  the  situation  of  the  interior  of 
Africa,  where  the  black  race  were  first  found, 
it  is  natural  to  turn  our  attention  to  what  it  has 
been  from  the  earliest  ages  we  are  acquainted 
with.  In  doing  so  we  find  that,  of  all  the  quar- 
ters of  the  globe,  this  is  the  only  one  which  re- 
mains completely  unaltered  from  the  creation 
until  the  present  moment.  The  African  man  is 
still  as  savage  as  ever — he  is  as  unchanged  as 
the  lion  or  tiger  which  roams  in  the  same  forests 
with  himself. 

It  may  be  asked,  Why  this  unohaiiged  situa- 
tion while  always  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
within  the  reach  of  all  the  most  civilized  part 
of  the  then  known  world  ?  Why  should  every 
part  yield  to  the  extension  of  learning  and  the 
arts,  whUe  the  Africans  still  continued  the  bar- 
barous and  cannibal  race  they  were  from  the 
beginning  ?  The  reason  is  plain  from  the  only 
data  given  us  to  judge  from.  They  certainly 
must  have  been  created  with  less  intellectual 
powers  than  the  whites,  and  were  most  proba- 
bly intended  to  serve  them,  and  be  the  instru- 
ments of  their  cultivation.  A  strong  reason  in 
favor  of  this  opinion  of  their  inferiority  to  the 
whites  is,  there  never  having  been  one  of  the 
race,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  taken  with 
them,  that  has  attained  any  thing  like  what 
may  be  termed  mediocrity  in  learning;  and, 
for  this  and  other  reasons^some  of  the  most 
able  philosophers  in  both  continents,  among 
whom  may  be  named  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, have  invariably  expressed  the  same  sen- 
timents. 

Such,  too,  has  unquestionably  been  the  opinion 
of  all  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe ; 
or  else,  when  England,  and  Spain,  and  France, 
and  Holland  had,  by  the  discovery  of  America, 
acquired  colonies  there,  why  did  they  instantlj 
send  their  ships  to  Africa,  to  stock  them  with 
slaves,  and  to  no  other  place  ?  Why  not  send 
to  Asia,  or  take  the  native  Indians  in  their 
neighborhood,  and  emplov  them  ?  The  reason 
was,  that  they  found  no  other  part  of  the  human 
race  so  inferior  in  intellect  to  the  whites  as  the 
Africans,  or  none  which  it  can  be  so  fairly  pre- 
sumed were  created  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
them. 

Let  us  now  view  the  conduct  of  England.  It 
is  true,  in  the  case  of  Somerset,  her  courts  de- 
termined no  human  being  could  be  held  in 
slavery  in  England,  but  there  they  stopped. 
You  never  have  heard  of  any  of  the  colored 
race  being  admitted  to  the  rights  of  British 
subjects  so  far  as  to  vote  at  their  elections,  to 
serve  on  juries,  to  be  admitted  to  swear  in  thdr 
courts ;  to  be  enrolled  in  their  militia ;  or  to  be 
eligible  to  Parliament ;  or  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor  or  profit  under  their  Government. 

In  their  colonies  they  keep  them  in  abject 
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•hvery,  perhaps  more  so  than  exists  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  not  even  excepting  the  Portuguese 
or  Spanish  colonies. 

Id  the  dominions  of  France  in  Europe,  they 
carry  the  exclusion  of  the  hlacks  further  than  iu 
any  European  nation ;  for,  by  an  ordinance  of 
France,  issued  long  ago  by  one  of  their  mon- 
archs,  and  still  in  force,  they  are  forbid  to  en- 
ter, and  all  persons  are  forbid  to  bring  them, 
under  severe  penalties,  into  France ;  stating  in 
the  ordinance,  among  the  principal  reasons 
which  induced  it,  the  determination  of  the 
French  Government  to  prevent  any  intermix- 
ture between  the  white  and  black  blood.  It  is 
not  a  little  singular  that,  in  the  discussion  which 
took  place  the  last  session,  on  the  restriction, 
the  able  Senator  whose  recent  death  is  so  justly 
deplored  as  a  public  loss,  should  have  used  ex- 
actly the  same  reasons  in  support  of  it.  * 

We  are,  or,  very  fond  of  imitating  the  Ro- 
mans in.  every  thing  we  can,  without  inquiring 
how  far,  from  the  very  different  nature  of  our 
Government,  it  was  strictly  appropriate.  "We 
have,  in  imitation  of  them,  made  the  most 
ferocious  of  all  the  birds  of  prey  our  national 
standard,  and  named  the  edince  in  which  we 
are  now  l^;islating,  the  Capitol.  Why  not  fol- 
low them  in  their  opinions  respecting  the  Afri- 
can race?  Rome  was  well  acquainted  with 
them.  She  had  carried  her  victorious  eagles  to 
Carthage,  and  afterwards  to  Alexandria;  they 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  of  Afnca, 
whose  inhabitants  were  ^sentially  different 
from  those  of  Carthage  and  Egypt  in  color,  and 
infinitely  their  inferiors  in  intellect  They 
were,  as  they  are  now,  cannibals  and  barbari- 
ans. So  &r  from  any  of  them,  or  their  de- 
fioendants,  ever  having  been  considered  as  citi- 
zens by  the  Romans,  it  does  not  appear  Ihey 
even  condescended  to  make  them  their  slaves ; 
for,  like  the  Greeks,  all  the  slaves  among  the 
Romans  were  white.  It  is,  therefore,  probable 
that,  like  the  French  in  Europe,  they  disdained 
to  mix  the  Roman  blood  with  them.  How  dif- 
ferent must  have  been  their  opinions  and  feel- 
ings fi^m  those  of  our  IN'orthern  and  Eastern 
hrethren,  who  now  not  only  consent  to  receive 
and  cherish  them  themselves,  but  wish  to  throw 
in  upon  Missouri  and  all  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  in  the  shape  of  citizens,  the 
veiy  race  which  Rome  refused  to  receive  and 
ise  as  slaves  t 

But,  eir,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to 
SDoeeed.  The  distinction  which  has  existed 
fromithe  earliest  ages,  in  Europe  and  in  Amer- 
ica, from  its  discovery  and  settiement,  down  to 
the  present  moment,  can  never  be  removed. 
Inst^ui  of  diminishing,  the  very  discussion  of 
this  question  will  increase  its  strength,  as  is  now 
daily  proved  by  the  laws  which  have  just  passed, 
and  others  of  a  similar  character  now  under  dis- 
eossion  in  the  Southern  States,  and  which  never 
would  have  heen  passed  but  for  this  attempt; 
one  much  more  dangerous  and  alarming  than 
that  of  the  last  session ;  it  has  come  most  unex- 
pectedly on  them. 


They,  in  common  with  the  people  of  all  the 
States,  supposed  that  the  question  had  been  put 
at  rest  for  ever — ^they  viewed  the  compromise  as 
binding  in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union — 
they  had  the  good  sense  to  know  that,  in  a 
government  so  extensive  as  this,  and  differing 
in  its  climate  and  productions,  and  consequent- 
ly in  its  interests,  that  every  thing  must  be  done 
by  compromise — ^that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  itself  was  the  work  of  compro- 
mise, and  in  nothing  so  remarkably  and  of  such 
importance  as  on  the  very  subject  of  slavery,  in 
not  only  consenting  the  Southern  States  should 
have  a  representation  for  their  slaves,  but  eoing 
the  very  extraordinary  length  further  in  allow- 
ing them,  if  they  pleased,  to  keep  the  African 
trade  open  for  twenty  years — and  that  this  con- 
stitution of  compromise  was  formed  by  a  body 
of  men,  at  least  as  well-informed  and  disin- 
terested, and  as  much  the  lovers  of  freedom  and 
humanity,  as  may  probably  ever  again  be  as- 
sembled in  this  country;  while  therefore  the 
constitutional  compromise  is,  as  it  had  always 
been,  strictly  adhered  to,  they  can  see  no  reason 
why  on  the  same  subject  the  compromise  of  the 
last  session  should  not  be — ^they  fear  that  the 
mere  admisdon  of  a  few  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  cannot  be  the  true  cause  of  all  these  ex- 
ertions, and  of  all  this  perseverance  on  the  pai*t 
of  the  majority  of  this  House,  but  that  some- 
thing of  greater  importance  is  intended,  by  tlie ' 
astonishing  anxiety  now  shown  to  keep  the 
question  open  to  the  next  session. 

If  this  was  not  the  case,  I  should  have  sup- 
posed a  train  of  reasoning  something  like  the 
following  ought  to  have  weight  with  the  House. 
The  constitution  of  Missoun,  now  under  exam- 
ination, is  formed  truly  republican,  and  indeed 
excellent  in  all  its  provisions,  except  the  one 
objected  to — ^in  defence  of  this  it  is  asserted 
that  it  is  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  no  free  negro  or  mulatto 
in  any  of  the  States,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  is  at  present,  can  be  considered  as  a 
citizen. 

That,  except  iu  the  solitary  right  to  vote  in  a  • 
few  Northern  States,  he  is  destitute  of  every 
other  qu^ification,  and  that  until  they,  either 
by  an  alteration  of  their  constitution  or  laws, 
admit  him  to  a  full  participation  of  all  the  po- 
litical rights  of  their  white  citizens,  neither  the 
Supreme  Court  or  any  other  could  consider  him 
as  such — that  Missouri  having  no  idea  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  thing  as  a  black  or  colored 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  knowing  that 
all  the  Southern  and  Western  States  had  for 
many  years  passed  laws  to  the  same  effect, 
which  laws  are  well  known  to  Congress,  being 
at  this  moment  in  their  library  and  within  the 
walls  of  the  Capitol,  and  which  were  never  be- 
fore objected  to  by  them  or  their  courts,  they 
were  no  doubt  warranted  in  supposing  they 
had  the  same  right.  I  repeat  here  what  I  as- 
serted before,  as  I  think  it  an  argument  of  great 
weight,  that  the  silence  of  Congress  on  the  an- 
tec^ent  laws  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
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States,  on  this  very  subject,  might  indeed  be 
fairly  considered  as  a  sanction  to  the  proceed- 
ing, or,  might  we  not  go  further  and  say,  this 
silence  of  Congress  ongbt  to  be  considered  as 
full  proof  that  they  knew  the  imminent  danger 
there  was  in  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
admitting  such  persons,  and,  therefore,  on  every 
occasion  where  they  were  passed  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  them,  and  to  go  a  little  further, 
might  not  this  acquiescence,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  maxim  long  received  among  jurists, 
and  agreed  to,  "  Qui  wm  prohibet^  quandopro- 
hibere  potest^  jubet^^^  be  viewed  as  at  least  a 
kind  of  tacit  or  implied  recommendation  9 

As  to  the  idea  which  has  been  frequently 
thrown  out  in  this  debate,  that  Missouri  knew 
it  was  renugnant  to  the  constitution,  and  not- 
withstanding  did  it,  as  it  were,  to  defy  Oon- 
gress,  it  is  the  most  tmfounded  one  imaginable. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  by  her  constitution 
she  has  done  every  thing  with  respect  to  slaves 
she  consistently  could  to  recommend  it  to  Con- 
gress ;  she  certiunly  has  done  every  thing  she 
could,  with  propriety,  to  better  their  situation, 
and  to  display  a  very  kind  and  humane  dispo- 
sition towards  them ;  they  are  carefully  guarded 
fh)m  bodily  injury;  a  fair  trial  is  secured  to 
them,  and,  from  the  provisions  respecting  equal- 
ity of  punishment,  no  unusual  severity  can  ever 
be  exercised  towards  them.* 

Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  if  thev  had  had  the 
most  remote  idea  that  the  article  objected  to 
would  have  been  considered  as  offensive  or  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
StateS)  they  would  have  inserted  it ;  for  what 
purpose  could  they  wish  to  irritate  a  Govern- 
ment from  which  they  had  every  thing  to  ex- 
pect, whose  protecting  arm  was  necessary  to 
their  growth  and  happiness,  and  whose  refural 
to  accept  their  constitution  and  admit  them 
into  the  Union  must  involve  them  in  difficulties 
of  the  most  inconvenient  if  not  serious  nature? 
No,  sir,  the  idea  of  its  being  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  could  never  have  been  conceived 
by  them,  much  less  could  they  have  supposed 
it  should  have  been  considered  as  a  defiance  of 
your  authority.  They  certainly  had  no  such 
ideas^  and  if  every  other  part  of  their  constitu- 
tion is  in  complete  accordance  wit^  your  act — 
if  all  the  rest  of  it  is  strictly  republican,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  even  supposing,  which  I  do  not  admit, 
that  this  article  or  recommendation,  or  call  it 
what  you  please,  might  be  thought  to  clash 
with  it,  will  you  suffer  a  single  clause  or  article 
to  give  a  character  to  the  whole,  and  while  you 
confess,  which  no  man  can  deny,  that  aU  the 
rest  is  excellent,  that  this  single  article  shall 
suspend  your  admission  of  her  mto  the  Union, 
and  leave  you  exposed  to  the  difficulties  such  a 
state  of  things  must  produce  ? 

Mr.  FoBD,  of  New  York,  next  spoke  in  vin- 
dication of  his  course  on  this  subject,  and  in 
warm  reply  to  Mr.  Bosses  remarks  casting 
blame  on  those  whose  course  had  been  the 
flame  as  that  of  Mr.  Fobd. 


Mr.  Clat  conolnded  the  main  debate,  by  a 
speech  of  about  an  hour^s  length,  in  which  he 
altemately  reasoned,  remonstrated,  and  en- 
treated with  the  House,  to  settle  forever  this 
agitating  qnestion,  by  passing  the  resolution  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  fbom  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  who  had  made  an  allusion  to 
him,  as  if  addressed  to  him  by  name,  with  a 
direct  charge  of  inconsistency,  to  rise  in  his 
own  defence,  and  to  repel  the  charge ;  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  excuse  him  for 
trespassing  on  their  patience. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  would  inform  that  gentle- 
man that  my  course,  during  the  whole  discne> 
sion  of  this  subject^  during  the  last  as  well  as 
the  present  sesrion,  has  been  regulated  by  one 
uniform  principle,  viz :  a  sacred  regard  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  has 
been  my  pole  star.  Believing,  as  I  did,  that 
the  constdtution  did  not  warrant  the  imposition 
of  the  restriction,  I  voted  against  it 

With  the  same  regard  to  my  oath,  to  support 
that  constitution,  I  voted  against  the  resolntioc 
for  the  unconditional  admission  of  Missouri,  at 
the  present  session,  because  her  oonstitntioii 
oontdns  an  article  which,  in  my  opinion,  k 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  tJie  Umted 
States,  and  does  not  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions proposed  by  the  act  of  last  session. 

And,  sir,  I  must  say,  I  can  never  vote  for  her 
admission  on  any  other  condition  than  that 
Congress  require  that  this  offensive  artade  be 
expunged.  Self-respect,  and  a  due  regard  to 
our  laws,  require  it.  And  I  demand  of  that 
gentleman  to  show  t^e  inconsistency. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering 
the  resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  82,  nays 
88,  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Mescn.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neseee,  Andenon,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Aicher  of 
Virginia,  Baldwio,  Ball,  Barboor,  Batexnan,  Bayly, 
Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Biyan,  But- 
ler of  Loniaana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cndibert, 
Daridaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Floyd,  Foid,  Gray,  Onyon, 
Hackloy,  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HH], 
Hooka,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Viiginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  little,  McCoy,  McCreaiy,  Mo- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meisa, 
Mercer,  Metoalf,  Mon^;omeiy,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Yix^sinia,  Newton,  Pinokney,  Bankin,  Beid, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  f^mkiw^ 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maiylaad,  A  Smyth 
of  Yiijpnia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sterens,  Stom^ 
Sweanngen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vliginiay 
Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  WaxfieU, 
Williams  of  Ylrginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massacbtuetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brodi, 
Bnfibm,  Burton,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cnshman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dcranison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards 
of  Coimecticat,  Edwnds  of  PemasylTania,  Edwaids 
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€f  North  Carolinft,  Eiutts,  Fay»  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
FoDer,  Gkunett,  Goriiam,  Gxoe  of  New  York,  Groos 
of  Pennsjlvaiiia,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill, 
Heodricka,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  HoBtetter, 
Kendall,  Eiiifle/,  Kiiialey,  Lathrop,  Lincolo,  Layer- 
more,  Maclaj,  McCuIloiigb,  Mallaiy,  Marchaod, 
Ifeech,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moee- 
hf,  Mnrray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Phimer,  Randolph,  lUch,  Riohards,  Richmond,  Rog^ 
ers,  Robs,  Ross,  Servant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Stroi^  of  New  York,  Taxr, 
Tomlinson,  IVacj,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  Wendoyer,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

80  the  resolntion  vraa  rejected. 


WxDKisDAT,  February  ^ 
BlecUtm  of  I^rendmt  and  Vice  Fre$idmt 
Mr.  Clat,  from  the  Joint  Oommittee,  to 

whom  the  snlyject  had  been  referred,  reported 

the  following  resolations : 

Jtoo/pfld,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
tin  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
Wednesday,  the  14th  Febraaiy,  1821,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  seated  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  Honse,  shall  be  the  presimng  officer  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  shall  be  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House ;  that  two  persons  be  appointed  tellers 
00  the  part  of  the  House,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes 
as  they  shall  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be 
defivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall 
tinmirw*!  tho  stato  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elect- 
ed, to  the  two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on 
the  Joomala  of  the  two  Houses. 

Bitolcedf  That,  if  any  objection  be  made  to  the 
votes  of  Missouri,  and  the  counting  or  omitting  to 
ooimt  which  shall  not  essentially  diange  the  result 
of  the  election ;  in  that  case  they  shall  be  reported 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following  man- 
ner: Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  the 
nsuh  woold  be,  for  A.  B.  for  President  of  the  United 

States, votes ;  if  not  counted,  for  A.  B.  as  Presi- 

dent  of  the  United  States, votes;  but  in  either 

event  A.  B.  ia  elected  President  of  the  United  Statea; 
and  In  the  aame  manner  for  Vice  President 


Mr.  Glat  offered  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  considerations  which  governed  the  com- 
mittee in  recommending  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  reported.  Ab  convenience  rendered 
it  neoeasary  for  the  Senate  to  meet  this  Honse 
here,  in  its  own  Hall,  it  was  dae  to  that  body, 
by  courtesy  and  propriety,  that  the  President 
flhoold  be  invited  to  preside,  he  being  the  officer 
designated  by  the  constitution  to  perform  a 
certain  daty  appertaining  to  the  occasion  which 
caUed  the  two  Houses  together*  As  to  the 
second  resolution,  the  state  of  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  was  well  known, 
though  unofficially,  and,  as  tlie  votes  of  Mis- 
souri could  not  affect  the  result,  it  was  consid- 
ered bj  the  committee,  to  obviate  tlie  unpleas- 
ant difficulty  which  would  otherwise  arise  in 
the  joint  meeting,  better  to  provide  for  the 
VouVIL— 8 


case  in  the  manner  proposed.  This  course  was 
deemed  by  the  committee  the  most  expedient, 
under  aU  the  circumstances,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  adopt  it,  the  more  especially  as 
the  Senate  had  already  concurred  in  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to  without  a  division,  though 
several  nays  were  heard. 

The  question  bemg  stated  on  the  second  res- 
olution— 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  could  not  consent  to 
this  fipecial  verdict,  as  it  had  been  called,  in  the 
case  of  Missouri.  He  could  not  recognize  iz 
this  House  or  the  other  House,  singly,  or  con- 
jointiy,  the  power  to  decide  on  the  votes  of  any 
State.  Suppose,  he  said,  you  strike  out  Mis- 
souri, and  msert  South  Oarolina,  which  also 
has  a  provision  in  its  constitution  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statef^;  or  Vir- 
ginia, or  Massachusetts,  which  had  a  test,  he 
belieyed,  in  its  constitution ;  was  there  any  less 
power  to  decide  on  their  votes,  than  on  those 
of  Missouri  ?  He  maintained  that  the  Electoral 
College  was  as  independent  of  Congress,  as 
Congress  of  them ;  and  we  have  no  right,  said 
he,  to  Judge  of  their  proceedings.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  would  rather  see  an  interregnum,  or  see  no 
votes  counted  at  all,  than  to  see  a  principle 
adopted  which  went  to  the  very  foundation  on 
which  the  Presidential  office  rested.  Suppose 
a  case,  in  which  some  gentieman  of  one  House 
or  the  other  should  choose  to  turn  up  his  nose 
at  the  TOte  of  some  State,  and  say  that  if  it  be 
so  and  so,  such  a  person  is  elected;  and  if  so 
and  so,  what-you-call-em  is  elected — did  not 
everybody  see  the  absurdity  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion? Mr.  B.  added  other  remarks  illustrative 
of  his  opinion  of  the  course  proposed  by  the 
resolution — deeming  it  not  only  erroneous,  but 
erroneous  in  a  matter  of  vital  importance— in 
the  ascertainment  of  the  person  wno  had  been 
elected  by  the  people  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation — t^e  most  important  officer  under  the 
constitution — ^the  monarch-— for,  whoever,  in 
any  country,  conmiands  the  army  and  navy, 
and  collects  and  distributes  the  revenue,  is  a 
king,  call  him  what  you  will.  The  time  of  this 
House  was  precious,  and  he  would  not  con- 
sume it,  by  saying  all  he  thought  and  felt  on 
the  subject 

Mr.  Tbimblb  was  fiar  from  desiring  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  embarrass 
the  House,  but  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to 
tills  resolution.  If  any  thing  was  due  to  State 
rights,  this  resolution  ought  not  to  be  adopted; 
as  it  would,  however  inunaterial  in  the  present 
case,  be  cited  hereafter  as  a  precedent;  and 
precedents  were  becoming  important  things  in 
the  public  transactions.  The  House  mi^^t  set 
an  example  by  this  vote,  as  ruinous  in  its  conse- 

?uences,  as  any  dedsion  which  could  be  made, 
t  was  about  to  declare,  hot  what  was  the  true 
vote  for  President  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
state  it  hypothetically.  Mr.  T.  argued  at  some 
length  agamst  such  a  course.  Suppose  some 
member  in  joint  meeting  should  ask  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  Senate  how  many  votes  were  giyen 
— ^he  mnst  answer  in  the  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  therefore  wonld  not  state  the  fact, 
according  to  the  law.  It  was  the  dnty  of  the 
two  Houses  to  enunciate  the  tme  state  of  the 
▼ote  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  the 
proposed  annunciation  would  not  be  the  fact 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would  rather 
that  the  votes  of  Missouri  were  left  out  alto- 
gether, than  adopt  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Kandolph  observed  tiiat  the  gentleman 
was  under  some  mistake  on  one  point.  The 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States  provides,  not 
that  the  person  having  a  mf^ority  of  votes 
should  be  rresident,  but  a  nujority  of  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  appointed.  Now,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  the  Electors  of  Missouri  were 
appointed  or  not 

Mr.  Flotd  said  he  was  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  resolution  was  tantamount 
to  a  motion  to  rqject,  but  he  would  prefer  the 
latter  shape  for  the  question,  to  show  more 
strongly  his  opinion  of  it— it  would  suit  his 
feelings  towards  it 'better.  We  have  been 
going  on  for  several  years,  said  he,  accumulat- 
ing power  until  scarcely  any  is  left  6ut  in  Oon- 
gress.  If  they  had  any  power  over  the  votes 
of  Missouri  at  all,  he  said,  it  was  when  her 
votes  were  first  received;  but  no  such  power 
existed.  The  votes  of  Indiana,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion for  President,  were  counted  when  precisely 
in  the  same  situation  as  those  of  Missouri  now. 
He  protested  against  this  assumption  of  au- 
thority on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  wished  to 
show  his  disapprobation  of  the  resolution  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Mr.  Olay  said  the  constitution  required  of 
the  two  Houses  to  assemble  and  perform  the 
highest  duty  that  could  devolve  on  a  public 
body — to  ascertain  who  had  been  elected  by 
the  people  to  administer  their  national  con- 
cerns. In  a  case  of  votes  coming  forward 
which  could  not  be  counted,  the  constitution 
was  silent ;  but,  fortunately,  the  end  in  that 
case  carried  with  it  the  means.  The  two 
Houses  were  called  on  to  enumerate  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President;  of  course 
they  were  called  on  to  decide  what  are  votes. 
It  being  obvious  that  a  difficully  would  arise  in 
the  joint  meetinsr,  concerning  the  votes  of  lOs- 
Bouii,  some  genuemen  thinlnng  they  ought  to 
be  counted,  and  others  dissenting  from  that 
opinioiL  the  committee  thought  it  best  to  pre- 
vent ail  difficulty  by  waiving  the  question  in 
the  manner  proposed,  knowmg  that  it  oonld 
not  affect  the  result  or  the  election.  As  to  the 
condition  of  Missouri,  he  himself  thought  her 
a  State,  with  a  perfect  moral  right  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  but  kept  out  for  the  want 
of  a  ceremonious  act  which  was  deemed  by 
others  necessary  to  Qntitie  her  to  admission. 
Though,  in  his  opinion,  a  State  in  fact,  yet  not 
being  so  in  form,  her  votes  could  not  be  count- 
ed according  to  fonn.  He  was  aware  t^t  the 
question  of  her  admission  might  come  up  and 
DC  decided  in  this  very  shape;  for  if  Oongress  { 


allowed  her  to  vote  for  Preaident  and  Vice 
President,  and  counted  her  votes,  it  would  be  a 
ftiU  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union;  but 
the  committee  thought^  as  there  were  other  and 
more  usual  modes  of  admitting  the  State  into 
the  Union,  it  was  better  not  to  bring  up  the 
Question  in  the  discharge  of  this  solemn  and  in- 
dii^nsable  duty,  but  to  allow  that  ceremony 
to  proceed,  if  possible,  without  difficulty  or  em- 
barrassment 

Mr.  Rhea,  said  the  constitution  had  in  it 
neither  waiving  or  elastidty,  and  it  would  not 
bend  to  circumstances  or  expediency.  The 
oonstitution  had  declared  the  auty  of  CongreaB 
in  ascertaining  the  votes  for  President— it  was 
not  competent  for  them  to  mend  the  con- 
stitution, nor  to  decide  such  a  question  as  this 
proposed,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

J£i,  Tbdiblb  said  the  very  reason  urged  iot 
this  resolution,  was  that  which  constrained  him 
to  oppbse  it;  and  proceeded  further  to  argae 
that  it  would  be  1>&tter  to  exclude  the  votes 
entirely,  than  set  such  an  example. 

Mr.  Otjlbbbth  said  he  could  hardly  say 
whether  he  was  most  gratified  at  being  re- 
lieved, by  the  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Baitdolph,)  from  being  the  first  to  make  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  resolution,  or  grieved 
that  he  could  not  have  the  support  of  the 
gentieman  from  Kentucky,  with  whom  it  had 
given  him  great  pleasure  usually  to  act  The 
people  of  Missouri  were,  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  a  ccm- 
stitntion  and  State  government ;  and,  in  the 
first  article  of  that  constitution,  it  is  declared 
that  the  said  State,  when  formed,  '*  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever." Believing  that  the  people  of  Missouri, 
having  formed  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, in  compliance  with  the  act  of  last  sesaon, 
in  all  its  provisions  and  conditions,  and  consid- 
ering that  she  is,  in  fact,  a  State,  and  of  right, 
if  not  in  fact,  (and  he  inclined  to  believe  she 
was  in  fact,)  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  that 
she  is  kept  out  of  the  e^ioyment  of  her  rights 
by  a  sheer  act  of  power— he  spoke  this  in  refer- 
ence to  the  act,  and  not  to  the  actors-4hat 
simple  Justice  leq^uired  her  admission  to  the 
eigoyment  of  her  rights.  Mr.  0.  said  he  found, 
on  examination  of  me  oonstitution  of  MisBoori, 
that  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  required, 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive offices,  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Oon- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  that 
State.  It  is  declared  (I  use  the  word  dedand 
emphatically)  by  the  constitution  of  the  said 
State  to  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be 
necessary  "to  prevent  free  negroes  and  muhut- 
toee  from  coming  to  and  settlkig  in  said  Statei, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever.'^  This  last 
dause  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.'  It  is 
believed  that  a  £ur  construction  of  the  daoss 
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referred  to,  taken  in  connection  with  the  oath 
which  the  in^yidnal  members  of  the  General 
Attembly  are  required  to  take,  does  not  war- 
rant aoch  a  oonciuaon.  In  the  spirit  of  candor, 
I  aak  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  0.,  who  entertain 
thiB  opinion,  what  is  the  actual  dntj  of  the 
General  Aasemblj  of  Missouri,  resulting  from 
the  ocLth  which  they  are  required  to  take  and 
the  declaratory  clause  above  referred  to?  I 
^>peal  to  them  as  statesmen,  as  politicians,  as 
common  lawyers,  nay,  as  gentlemen  of  common 
sense,  whether  a  fair  and  liberal  construction — 
whether  the  obvious  and  ouly  fair  construction 
that  can  be  given  to  the  dause  objected  to, 
win  not  reconcile  it  with  tiie  Constitution  of 
the  United  States?  Will  it  not  be  the  duty  of 
tiie  General  Assembly  of  Missonri,  acting  under 
their  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  to  pass  no  law  which  shall  vio- 
late that  oath  or  be  repugnant  to  that  constitu- 
tion? To  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ross,)  on  yesterday,  can  it  be 
believed  that  they  will  commit  peijury  by  the 
passage  of  such  a  law?  FHere  the  Speaker  re- 
minded Mr.  0.  tbat  the  nour  for  counting  the 
Totes  had  arrived,  and  intimated  the  propriety 
of  his  remarks  being  brought  to  a  conclusion.] 
Mr.  G.  respectfully  answered  that  he  knew  of 
DO  hour  appointed  for  any  purpose  in  relation 
to  the  business  of  the  House;  that,  under  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  as  well  as 
from  a  sense  of  propriety,  he  should  bring  his 
remarks  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  as  possible, 
conastent  with  a  distinct  expression  of  his 
views  upon  the  subject  before  the  House.  It 
seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  C,  that  if 
gentlemen  could  divest  themselves  of  all  prejn- 
dioeft— if  they  were  not  insensibly  influenc^  by 
feelings  and  considerations  not  necessarily  ex- 
cited by  the  provision  in  question,  that  they 
would  have  no  di£Sculty  in  reconciling  the 
seeming  conflict  between  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  so  often  referred  to 
daoae  in  the  constitution  of  MissourL  The 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri  will  undoubt- 
edly feel  themselves  bound  to  perform  the  duty 
enjoined  upon  them  by  the  constitution  of  that 
Stete,  limited  by  the  paramount  authority  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  conform- 
ably to  the  oath  which  they  are  required  to 
tal^  If  they  were  to  attempt  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  any  law  beyond  this  limit,  their 
act  would  be,  so  far,  not  only  void,  but,  if 
knowingly  committed,  the  members  would  be 
guilty  of  peijury.    I  have  no  more  to  add. 

Mr.  TsAcnr  was  compelled,  he  said,  to  vote 
against  the  resolution,  but  for  reasons  very  dif- 
iaeat  from  those  of  Mr.  Cuubbsth.  He  was 
cppoeed  to  the  resolution  because  Missouri  was 
neither  a  State  in  the  Union,  nor  one  out  of  the 
Union;  but  was  in  fact  a  territory.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  consent  that  her  votes  should 
be  counted  at  all— considering  them  entirely 
foreign  to  the  election  of  Preadent  and  Vice 
Flresident  ot  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clat  aaid  he  would  merely  observe,  that 


the  difficulty  is  before  us ;  that  we  must  decide 
it  when  the  two  Houses  meet,  or  avoid  it  by 
some  previous  arrangement  The  committee 
being  morally  certain  that  the  question  would 
arise  on  the  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  thought  it 
bes^  as  he  had  before  stated,  to  give  it  the  go- 
by in  this  way.  Suppose  this  resolution  not 
adopted,  the  President  of  the  Senate  will  pro- 
ceed to  open  and  count  the  votes ;  and  would 
the  House  allow  that  officer,  singly  and  alone, 
thus,  virtually,  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  the  votes?  If  not,  how  then  were 
they  to  proceed?  Was  it  to  be  settled  by  the 
decision  of  the  two  Houses  comointly,  or  of  the 
two  Houses  separately  ?  One  House  would  say 
the  votes  ought  to  be  counted,  the  other  th^ 
they  ought  not ;  and  then  the  votes  would  be 
lost  altogether.  Would  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  prefer  that  it  be  decided  in  the  joint 
meeting?  In  that  case,  he  would  find  himself 
in  a  much  leaner  majority  than  on  the  question 
yesterday.  In  fact,  Mr.  C.  said,  there  was  no 
mode  pointed  out  in  the  constitution  of  settling 
litigated  questions  arising  in  the  discharge  of 
this  duty;  it  was  a  casus  omissus;  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper,  either  by  some 
act  of  derivative  legislation,  or  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  itself,  to  supply  the 
defect. 

Mr.  LrvEBMOBE  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Rhsa  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  The  ground  he  took  was 
this:  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this 
House,  or  of  both  Houses,  by  resolution,  to 
remedy  a  defect  in  the  constitution. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
was  then  decided  in  the  amrmative-— yeas  90, 
nays  67. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  ^.  Clat,  it  was  then  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
that  body,  that  this  House,  on  its  part,  concurs 
in  the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  and  is  now 
prepared  to  proceed,  with  the  Senate,  in  the 
penormance  of  its  constitutional  duty. 

[Messrs.  Clay,  Ssboeant,  and  Van  Benbsb- 
LAEB,  were  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  act  with  the  com- 
mittee of' the  Senate,  in  considering  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  in  regard  to  counting  out 
the  Electoral  votes.] 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice 
he  should,  on  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  offer 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  resolution 
declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  containing  in  all  respects  the 
same  provisions  as  were  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution from  the  Senate,  which  was  rejected  in 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, it  was  determined  that  the  members  of 
this  House  should  receive  the  Senate,  on  their 
entrance  into  the  House,  standing  and  uncovered. 
In  the  same  manner  it  was  determined  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  seats  on  the  right  hand 
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of  the  Chair,  should  be  set  apart  for  the  Sena- 
tors. 

Mr.  Olat  moved  that  a  committee  of  two 
members  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Senate, 
and  conduct  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  the 
chair,  and  the  members  to  the  seats  assigned  to 
tliem. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposi- 
tion to  this  course.  It  had  been  nsoal  for  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  receive  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  invite  him  to  a  seat  beside 
him ;  and  he  saw  no  reason,  at  this  time,  for 
the  proposed  innovation. 

Mr.  Olay  said  it  was  true  it  never  had  been 
done  before;  but^  having,  whilst  he  had  the 
honor  to  preside  over  this  House,  witnessed  the 
embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  want  of  such 
a  regulation,  he  now  thought  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  adopt  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Olat  was  then  agreed  to 
without  a  division,  though  not  without  negative 
votes. 

Mr.  Nelsoxt  remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  that 
he  wished  he  had  required  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Olay  and  Mr.  Hnx,  were  appointed  a 
committee  accordingly. 

Soon  after,  the  Senate  came  into  the  Hall, 
preceded  by  its  President,  and  attended  by  its 
Secretary  and  Sergeant-at-rArms ;  and  the  Pres- 
ident was  conducted  to  the  Speaker^s  chair,  tbe 
Speaker  occupying  a  chair  at  his  left  hand. 

The  Pbesidbnt  of  the  Senate  then  delivered 
the  votes  of  the  States,  in  the  following  order, 
to  the  conunittee  for  counting  the  votes,  (Mr. 
Babboub  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Sbbgeant  of  this  House,) — and 
the  official  authentications,  &c.,  WM*e  each  of 
them  twice  read  in  an  audible  tone,  and  the 
votes  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  tho  Senate 
and  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  follows : 

[The  same  as  shown  in  the  Senate  prooeedi&gs  of 
the  ooiresponding  day.] 

The  process  of  this  ceremony  was  very  tedious, 
from  the  length  of  the  verifications,  proclamar 
tions,  &c.,  and  the  House  did  not  arrive  at  this 
stage  of  it  tiU  after  four  o^dock. 

When  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Missouri 
were  announced,  by  the  Pbesidbnt  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  handed  to  the  tellers — 

Mr.  IivEBMOBB,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose,  and 
said :  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object 
to  receiving  any  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  from  Missouri,  because  Missouri  is  not 
a  State  of  this  Union. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  Senate  do  now  withdraw 
to  its  Chamber;  and,  the  question  having  been 
put,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  the 
Senate  retired. 

The  House  being  called  to  order — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvtdi  That  Missouri  is  one  of  Uie  States  of  this 


Union,  and  her  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  received  and 
oountecL 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed,  that  gentlemen  must 
now  begin  to  see  Uie  precipice  to  which  the 
decisions  of  this  House  in  respect  to  Missouri 
had  brought  them.  He  was,  as  every  member 
must  be,  tired  of  the  debate  on  this  subject; 
but  he  thought  that  no  one  could  discharge  hia 
duty  as  he  ought  without  investigating  the 
merits  of  the  question  which  he  had  now  pro- 
posed. He  thouffht  it  proper,  also,  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  should  be  reoorded  on  every 
question  connected  with  this  subject.  That 
the  votes  of  States,  whose  admisnon  into  the 
Union  had  not  been  declared  previous  to  the 
votes  being  g^ven  in,  had  heretofore  been  re- 
ceived for  President  and  Vice  President,  he  be- 
lieved the  gentieman  from  New  Hampshire 
would  not  deny.  If  such  a  course  had  been 
right  heretofbre,  he  did  not  see  why  an  o^ee- 
tion  should  now  be  made.  If  innovations  on 
established  usage  were  to  be  justified  by  their 
novelty,  then,  indeed,  all  disquisitions  on  the 
subject  were  vain,  aut  the  time  was,  when 
members  from  new  States  were  admitted  to 
their  seats  in  this  House,  without  the  previous 
passage  of  a  declaratory  resolution.  That  there 
was  a  law  on  the  statute  book  that  any  territoiy 
having  a  population  of  sixty  thousand  souls 
might  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  no  one 
would  deny.  Whenever  we  turn  our  eyes,  said 
Mr.  F.,  and  observe  the  progress  of  the  Goy- 
ernment,  until  the  present  time,  the  States  have 
been  admitted  upon  this  principle,  until  in  the 
present  case ;  and  in  this  case,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, a  compromise,  as  it  was  thought  and  called, 
was  entered  into.  Mr.  F.  hesitated  to  express 
in  terms  all  he  thought  on  this  subject ;  but  he 
would  say,  if  he  had  voted  for  that  law  at  the 
kst  session,  and  opposed  now  those  principles 
which  would  naturally  grow  out  of  it,  he  should 
have  said  to  himself,  when  he  had  done  so,  that 
he  had  done  in  his  life  one  act  which  he  thought 
dishonorable.  Let  us  now,  said  he,  have  the 
question  fedrly  at  issue.  Let  us  know  whether 
Missouri  be  a  State  in  the  Union  or  not  If  not^ 
let  us  send  her  an  Ambassador,  and  treat  for 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  Sir,  we  cannot 
take  another  step,  without  hurling  this  Gtov- 
emment  into  the  gulf  of  destruction.  For  one, 
I  say,  I  have  gone  as  fiir  as  I  can  go  in  the  way 
of  compromise — and  if  there  is  to  be  a  compro- 
mise beyond  that  point,  it  must  be  at  the  edge 
of  the  sword. 

Mr.  AsoHXB,  of  Maryland  said,  that  enter- 
taining the  same  sentiments  as  the  gentlenum 
from  Virginia  with  respect  to  the  refund  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  union,  he  yet  felt  him- 
self boxmd  to  move,  as  he  now  did,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. He  was  opposed  to  this  House  un- 
dertaking to  proceed  in  any  manner  as  to  the 
legality  of.  the  Electoral  votes.  He  could  re- 
cognize no  power  in  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
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tires  on  this  subject  separate  from  the  Senate. 
The  expressions  m  the  constitution,  in  regard  to 
the  oounting  of  the  votes  of  Electors,  &c.,  he 
considered  as  imperative.  All  questions  arising 
out  of  it,  according  to  his  construction,  must  be 
settled  in  Joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses.  He 
could  not  agree  that  tiiis  House  had  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  vote  should  be  received 
or  r^ected.  What  are  the  words  of  the  con- 
stitution 7  ^  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepr^entatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  then  be  counted."  Does  it  not 
follow,  asked  Mr.  B.,  that  the  votes  must  be 
counted  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Houses  ? 
For  what  purpose  do  they  assemble  together, 
nnl€S8  it  be  to  determine  on  the  legality  of  the 
votes  f  If  not  for  this  purpose,  the  joint  meet- 
ing is  for  form  and  show,  and  nothing  else.  We 
must,  in  my  apprehension,  determine  the  ques- 
tion in  joint  meeting,  and  in  no  other  way.  En- 
tertaining this  opinion,  he  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  any  proposi- 
tion, the  object  of  which  is  to  determine,  in  this 
Hooae,  the  legality  or  illegality  of  any  Electoral 
vote.  At  the  last  election  of  President,  an  ob- 
jection was  made  by  the  gentleman  who  now 
presides^  to  receiving  the  votes  of  Indiana,  be- 
cause they  were  given  in  before  the  passage  of 
the  act  declaring  her  admission  into  tne  Union. 
On  that  occasion,  as  now,  the  Senate  retired. 
I  thought  then,  as  now,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  they 
had  no  right  to  retire  until  the  question  was 
settled.  On  that  occasion,  the  House  deter- 
nuned  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  objection. 
The  motives  which  induced  that  determination 
were  doubtless  various;  it  was  my  opinion, 
then,  that  it  was  improper  to  entertain  the  ob- 
jection in  the  House,  and  I  think  the  same  of 
the  present  proposition. 

1^.  iUin>oi.PH  said  it  was  not  without  reluc- 
tance that  he  offered  himself  to  the  attention 
of  tiie  House  at  this  time ;  but  he  submitted  to 
the  very  worthy  gentleman  from  Maryland  who 
had  lust  taken  his  seat,  whether  the  object 
whi(£  he  had  in  view  could,  according  to  his 
own  views  of  propriety,  be  effectuated  by  the 
ooDzae  which  he  had  recommended  to  this 
Hoose.  It  was  no  part  of  his  nature,  Mr.  B. 
Bttd,  nor  of  his  purpose,  to  inflate  to  a  greater 
magnitnde  this  exaggerated  question  of  the  ad- 
nusaon  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  But  the 
question  had  now  assumed  that  aspect  which, 
had  it  depended  on  him,  it  should  have  taken  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  It  was,  he 
said,  not  ozdy  congenial  with  the  principles  and 
practices  of  our  free  Government,  but  unless  he 
was  deceived,  with  the  practice  of  that  country 
from  which  we  had  adopted,  and  wisely  adopt- 
ed, our  manly  institutions,  that  on  any  occasion 
when  any  person  presents  himself  to  a  repre- 
sentative body  with  credentials  of  titie  to  a 
seat,  he  shall  take  his  seat,  and  perform  the 
functions  of  a  member,  until  a  prior  and  a  bet- 
ter didm  sliall  not  only  be  preferred,  but  estab- 
Ikhed.    It  was  seen  tiiat^  but  the  day  before 


yesterday,  the  Oommittee  of  Elections  of  this 
House  came  forward  with  a  report,  stating  that 
the  qualifications  and  returns  of  certain  mem- 
bers were  perfect  who  have  been  acting  and 
legislating,  and  on  whose  votes  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  depended  for  the  last  three  or  four 
months.  Just  so  it  ought  to  have  been  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bepresentative  from  the  State  of 
Missouri.  She  had  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  presented 
herself  for  the  first  time,  in  a  visible  and  tangi- 
ble shape.  She  comes  into  this  House,  not  in 
forma  pauperU^  but  claiming  to  be  one  of  the 
co-sovereignties  of  this  confederated  Govern- 
ment, and  presents  to  you  her  vote,  by  receiv- 
ing or  rejecting  which  the  election  of  your 
Ohief  Magistrate  will  be  lawful  or  unlawfuL 
He  did  not  mean  by  the  vote  of  Missouri,  but 
by  the  votes  of  all  the  States.  J^ow  comes  the 
question,  whether  we  will  not  merely  repel  her, 
but  rei>el  her  with  scorn  and  contumely.  Cui 
bono  f  And  he  might  add,  quo  wwrramto  t  He 
should  like  to  hear,  he  said,  from  tke  gentie- 
man  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Livbbmobs,) 
where  this  House  gets  its  authority — ^he  should 
like  to  hear  some  of  the  learned,  or  unlearned, 
sages  of  the  law,  with  which  this  House,  as 
w^  as  all  our  legislative  bodies,  abounds,  show 
their  authority  for  refusing  to  receive  the  votes 
from  Missouri.  Mr.  B.  said  he  went  back  to 
the  first  principles.  The  Electoral  Colleges,  he 
said,  are  as  independent  of  this  House  as  this 
House  is  of  them.  They  had  as  good  a  right 
to  pronounce  on  their  qualifications,  as  this 
House  has  of  those  of  its  members.  Your 
office,  said  he,  in  regard  to  the  electoral  votes^ 
is  merely  ministerial.  It  is  to  count  the  votes, 
and  you  undertake  to  reject  votes.  To  what 
will  this  lead  ?  Do  you  ever  expect  to  see  the 
time  when  there  shall  be  in  the  Presidential 
chair  a  creature  so  poor,  so  imbecile,  not  only 
not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  the  nation, 
but  not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  a  petty 
corporation — do  you  ever  expect  to  see  in  that 
office  an  animal  so  poor  as  not  to  have  in  this 
House  retainers  enough  to  enable  him  to  reject 
the  vote  of  any  State  which,  being  counted, 
might  prevent  his  continuance,  and  their  con- 
tinuance, and  that  of  their  friends,  in  office? 
He  spoke  not  of  the  present  incumbent — ^he  was 
not  so  wanting  in  common  decency  and  deco- 
rum as  to  do  so— he  spoke  in  reference  not  only 
to  what  is  past,  but  to  that  which  is  prospec- 
tive, and  which  every  man  who  looks  the  least 
into  futurity,  must  know  will  happen,  and,  in 
all  probability,  will  vcoy  shortly  happen.  He 
undertook  to  say  that  if  this  House  should,  by 
a  vote  of  indefinite  postponement — ^for  the  form 
was  immaterial — or  in  any  other  way,  and  it 
would  be  observed,  for  the  first  instance  in  the 
person  of  Missouri,  of  this  much-injured,  long- 
msulted,  and  trampled-upon  member  of  this 
confederacy,  was  this  example  to  be  set — M^ 
said  he,  you  do,  for  the  first  time,  now  receive 
the  votes  of  a  State,  it  will  be  created  into  a 
precedent,  and  that  in  the  lifetime  of  some  of 
those  who  now  hear  me,  for  the  manufiEusture 
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of  Presidents  by  this  House.  The  wisest  men 
may  make  constitutions,  on  paper,  as  they 
please. 

.  What,  Mr.  B.  asked,  was  the  theory  of  this 
constitution?  It  is,  that  this  House,  except 
upon  a  certain  contingency,  has  nothing  at  all 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  tne  United  States,  and  when 
it  does  act,  must  act  by  States,  and  by  States 
only  can  it  act  on  tiiis  subject,  unless  it  tran- 
scend the  limits  of  the  constitution.  What,  he 
asked,  was  to  be  the  practice  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  now  proposed  ?  That  an  informal  meet- 
ing of  this  and  the  other  House  is  to  usurp  the 
initiative,  the  nominative  power,  with  regard  to 
the  two  first  officers  of  the  Government ;  that 
they  are  to  wrest  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States  their  indefeasible  right  of  telling  us 
whom  they  wish  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
Government,  in  despite  and  contempt  of  their 
decision.  Is  there  to  be  no  limit  to  the  power 
of  Oon^ress — ^no  moxmd  or  barrier  to  stay  their 
usurpation  ?  Why  were  the  electoral  bodies  es- 
tablished? The  constitution  has  wisely  pro- 
vided that  they  shaU  assemble,  each  by  itself^ 
and  not  in  one  great  assembly.  By  this  means, 
assuredly,  that  system  of  intrigue  which  was 
matured  into  a  sdence,  or  rather  into  an  art 
here,  was  guarded  against  But,  Mr.  R.  ven- 
tured to  say,  that  the  electoral  college  of  this 
much-despised  Missouri,  acting  conformably  to 
law,  and  to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  insti- 
tutions, if  it  were  composed  of  but  one  man, 
was  as  independent  of  this  House  as  this  House 
was  of  it.  If,  however,  said  he,  per  /as  out 
nrfcM^  the  point  is  to  be  carried ;  if  the  tocsin  is 
to  be  sounded ;  if  the  troops  are  to  be  rallied, 
and  Missouri  is  to  be  expelled  with  scorn  from 
our  august  presence — how  august,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  leave  it  for  you  to  decide---there  are  those 
who  win  be  wUling  to  take  her  to  their  arms. 
And,  in  point  of  mere  expediency,  he  would 
ask  of  gentiemen — ^he  put  the  suggestion  in 
that  shape,  because  he  believed  they  were  inac- 
cessible to  other  considerations— in  point  of  ex- 
pediency, be  asked  them,  what  were  the^  now 
doing  but  riveting  those  ties  by  which  Missouri 
would,  he  trusted,  forever  be  bound  to  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  by  which,  with  whatever 
reason,  her  rights  have  been  supported  on  this 
floor  ?  I  do  look  with  a  sentiment  I  cannot  ex- 
press, said  Mr.  R. — ^I  look  with  a  sentiment  of 
pity— and  that  has  been  said  to  be  nearly  allied 
to  love,  as  I  know  it  to  be  allied  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent emotion — ^I  look  with  pity  on  those  who 
believe  that,  by  their  feeble  efforts  in  this 
House,  governed  by  forms  and  technicalities — 
your  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  committees  of  at- 
tendance, and  mummeries  such  as  belong  to 
other  countries  where  I  have  never  travdled, 
and  trust  in  God  I  never  shall — ^they  can  stop 
the  growtii  of  the  rising  empire  in  the  West. 
Let  gentiemen  lay  a  resolution  on  the  table,  let 
it  be  engrossed  in  a  fair  hand,  and  do  yoiL  Mr. 
Speaker,  sign  it,  that  the  waves  of  the  Missis- 
sippi shall  not  seek  the  ocean,  and  then  send 


your  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion, and  see  whether  you  can  enforce  it  with 
all  uie  force,  physical  or  moral,  under  your  con- 
trol. Mr.  R.  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope 
that  the  gentieman  from  Maryland  would  with- 
draw his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 

Mr.  AfiOHEB,  of  Yir^ia,  said  he  believed 
it  was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  he  was 
willing  to  go  as  great  lengths  as  any  man  in 
this  House  to  support  the  rights  of  Missouri. 
He  regretted  that,  even  in  this  skirmish,  he  was 
obliged  to  separate  himself  from  those  with 
whom  he  had  acted  with  so  much  pleasure  and 
with  so  much  zeal.  But  he  could  not  maintAiiiy 
what  he  should  do  by  voting  for  this  resolution, 
that  Missouri  is  now  a  State  of  this  Union. 
Was  it  contended  that  Congress  has  not  a  rig^t 
to  require  the  submission  of  the  constitution  of 
a  new  State  to  its  consideration  before  she  be- 
comes a  member  of  the  Union  ?  K  so,  would 
any  man  contend  that  Congress  had  not  a  right 
to  pass,  in  some  shape  or  other,  unon  the  con- 
stitution of  any  new  State  ?  Was  there  any  one 
of  his  colleagues  who  would  say,  that  there  was 
no  possible  case  in  which  he  might  not  be  in- 
duced to  reject  the  constitution  of  Missouri  ? 
Suppose  the  constitution  she  has  offered  had 
been  notoriously  aristocratioal,  was  there  any 
man  among  them  who  would  not  have  given 
his  vote  for  the  exclusion  of  Missouri  from  the 
confederacy?  We  presume  not  If  he  were 
to  give  his  vote  for  this  resolution,  Mr.  A.  said, 
he  should  contradict  all  the  language  he  had 
hitherto  held  in  respect  to  Missouri ;  for,  if  she 
was  a  State  without  the  consent  of  Congreea, 
she  had  no  right  to  complain  of  oppression  bj 
the  refusal  of  Congress  to  recognize  her. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  should  continue  to  reprobate 
the  odious  and  foul  combination  by  which  Mis- 
souri is  kept  out  of  the  Union;  but  should  he 
give  a  vote  for  this  resolution,  he  should  feel 
imself  precluded  from  doing  so.  li,  indeed, 
the  case  were  presented,  whether  the  member 
from  Missouri  should  be  admitted  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  he  should  give  a  vote  affirmatively ; 
for  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an  admission  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  But 
were  he  to  vote  for  this  proposition,  he  ahoula 
vote  for  an  evident  solecism ;  it  would  be  say- 
ing that,  though  it  has  been  decided  that  ma- 
souri  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  yet 
she  shall  exercise  the  highest  functions  of  a 
member  of  tiie  Confederacy.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
could  not  hold  that  language,  or  present  him- 
self in  that  character.  Opposed  in  general  to 
postponements,  he  should  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  in  order  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion directly.  He  had  no  notion,  he  added,  of 
the  doctrine  which  he  had  heard  for  the  first 
time  to-day,  that  you  may  have  a  problematical 
or  hypothetical  election  of  a  Ptesident  and 
Vice  President  Suppose  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion depended  on  the  votes  of  Missouri,  and  the 
same  course  was  to  be  pursued  which  was  now 
indicated ;  the  President  of  the  Senate  would 
have  to  announce  that,  in  one  event,  we  had  a 
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President,  whilst  in  another  we  had  not,  and 
the  Government  would  be  left  without  a  head, 
and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  would  be  the 
possible  immediate  consequence.  He  was  a  lit- 
tle surprised,  he  said,  at  one  ground  which  had 
been  taken  on  this  occasion:  that  the  House 
had  no  power  to  pass  any  Judgment  on  any  re- 
turn. He  had  always  thought  that,  wherever 
was  lodged  the  pow^  to  receive  a  return,  there 
slso  was  the  power  to  pass  a  judgment  on  the 
validity  of  that  return.  Suppose  any  territory, 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time,  Florida,  for  example,  to  send  votes 
here  for  Electors ;  was  there  no  authority  by 
which  these  votes  could  be  rejected?  Suppose 
a  State  entitled  to  27  votes,  should  send  87 
•  votes,  would  any  gentleman  contend  that  there 
was  no  power  in  this  House  to  judge  of  the 
proper  number  f  Gould  there  ever  be  a  pure 
election — could  it  ever  be  ascertained  who  was 
elected,  in  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a 
doctrine  of  that  sort?  Mr.  A.  concluded  by 
declaring  his  readiness  to  adopt  any  measure  to 
bring  Missouri,  now  trampled  down  by  power, 
into  die  Union,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Clat  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  allow  Mr.  Raxtdolph  to  make  an  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  Basdolfh  said,  it  was  highly  probable 
that  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  might 
give  rise  to  misapprehensions  in  the  minds 
of  other  gentlemen,  as  they  had  done  in  the 
mind  of  his  oollea^e.  He,  therefore,  wished 
to  explain.  His  position,  he  said,  was  misun* 
derstood.  It  had  been  said,  and  pertinently 
said,  Hiat  Missouri  might  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  in  more  ways  than  one.  His  position, 
then,  was,  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in 
whidi  Missouri  has  knocked  at  the  door  and 
demanded  her  rights.  It  is  now  for  us,  said 
Mr.  B^  by  permitting  her  to  come  in,  or  rather 
\fj  refraining  from  extruding  her  from  this 
Han,  to  determine  whether  &e  shall  now  be 
one  of  our  Commonwealth,  or,  as  the  fashion 
IB  to  can  it,  of  our  Empire.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had 
no  doubt  that  Congress  might  drive  Missouri 
into  the  wilderness,  like  another  son  of  Hagar. 
If  we  do,  said  he,  we  drive  her  at  our  own 
periL  .  If  either  of  the  worthy  Senators  and 
Bepresentative  from  Missouri,  whose  long  for- 
bearance had  excited  surprise  in  no  man's 
hnast  more  than  in  that  of  Mr.  R. — he  did  not 
mean  to  blame  them  for  pursuing  the  counsel  of 
oooler  heads  than  his— had  presented  them- 
a^es  here,  would  you  (addressing  the  Speak- 
er) have  felt  yourself  bound  to  exclude  them 
from  the  communion  with  more  than  papal 
power;  not  only  from  the  cup  of  wine,  but 
from  the  bread  of  life  itself?  Let  me  tell  my 
friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Abohxb),  we  have  not 
the  power  which  h»  seems  to  think  we  pos- 
sess ;  and  if  this  be  a  ccums  omittvs  in  the  con- 
stitntion,  I  want  to  know  where  we  acquire  the 
power  to  supply  the  defect.  You  may  keep 
jEmomi  out  of  the  Union  by  violence,  but  here 


the  issue  is  joined.  She  oomes  forward  in  the 
person  of  her  Presidential  and  Vice  Presiden- 
tial Electors,  instead  of  that  of  her  Representa- 
tive ;  and  she  was  thus  presented  in  a  shape  as 
unquestionable  as  that  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Massachusetts,  or  the  proudest  and  oldest 
State  in  the  Union.  She  comes  forward  by  her 
attorneys— her  Electors.  Will  you  deny  them 
admittance?  Will  you  thrust  her  Electors,  and 
hers  only,  from  this  Hall?  Mr.  R.  said  his 
friend  had  not  given  to  this  subject  the  sort  of 
consideration  which  he  knew  him  to  be  capable 
of  giving  it  I  made  no  objection,  said  Mr.  R., 
to  the  votes  of  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  or  Ver- 
mont: I  have  had  as  good  a  right  to  object  to 
the  votes  of  New  Hampshire,  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  has  to  object  to  the  votes 
of  Missouri.  Who  made  thou,  Cain,  thy  broth- 
er's keeper  ?  Who  put  Missouri  into  custody  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  ? 
The  Electors  of  Missouri  are  as  much  honwM$ 
prdbi  et  legale$  as  the  Electors  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  no  skirmish,  as 
it  had  been  called.  This  was  the  battle  when 
Greek  meets  Greek ;  it  was  a  conflict  not  to  be 
decided  between  the  phalanx  and  the  le^on, 
whether  the  impenetrability  of  the  one  or  the 
activity  of  the  other  shall  prevail.  Let  us 
buckle  on  our  armor,  said  Mr.  R. ;  let  us  pat 
aside  all  this  flummery,  these  metaphysical  dis- 
tinolions,  these  legal  technicalities,  these  spe- 
cial pleadings,  this  dry  minuteness,  this  unprofi- 
tAble  drawing  of  distinctions  without  differ- 
ence ;  let  us  say  now,  as  we  have  said  on  an- 
other occasion,  we  will  assert,  maintain,  and 
vindicate  our  riehts,  or  put  to  every  hazard 
what  you  pretend  to  hold  in  such  high  estima- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  reooUected  perfectly  well,  in 
the  celebrated  election  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Aaron  Burr — ^they  live,  said  he,  illustrious  ez« 
amples  of  the  merits  of  their  respective  parti- 
sans—what were  we  then  told  ?  Why,  that  we 
must  withdraw  our  opposition,  or  there  woxdd 
be  no  election ;  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
impended ;  that  volcanoes  began  to  play;  that 
earthquakes  yawned  beneath  us ;  and,  recoUeot, 
sir,  we  had  a  President  in  the  chair  who  had  a 
minority  in  this  House,  small  as  it  was.  He 
treated  the  idea  of  giving  way  with  derision 
and  scorn.  We  said  we  wiH  not  give  way,  and 
you  must  take  the  consequences.  We  appealed, 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  good  sense  of  the  nation ; 
and  I  do  now  appeal  to  this  nation,  said  he^ 
whether  this  pretended  sympathy  for  the  rights 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  is  to  snpeisede 
the  rights  of  the  free  white  citizens  of  ten  times 
their  whole  number.  They  gave  way,  sir,  said 
Mr.  R. ;  the  sheep  is  the  most  timid  and  help- 
less of  all  animals ;  it  retreats  before  any  attack 
is  offered  to  it.  The  President  Of  the  United 
States,  said  Mr.  R.,  possesses  great  powers  and 
highly  responsible  functions,  and  should  be 
looked  up  to  with  veneration  and  deference, 
because  he  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  people, 
legally  appointed  by  their  suffirages.     But  a 
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President  of  the  United  States,  appointed  by 
the  exclusion  of  the  votes  of  those  who  are  the 
same  flesh  and  blood  as  onrselyes — ^for  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  are  not  natives  of  Missonri,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  French  and  still  fewer 
Bpaniards— is  no  more  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  country  than  that  thing — ^that  pageant, 
which  the  minorities  of  the  two  Houses  pro- 
posed to  set  up  just  twenty  years  ago— a  Presi- 
dent made  by  law — ^no,  by  tiie  form  and  color 
of  law,  against  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  tiie  free- 
men of  this  country.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  would 
not  give  a  button  for  him.  On  his  personal 
account,  and  for  his  personal  qualities,  I  might 
treat  him  with  respect  as  an  individual,  but  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  country,  he  would  be 
more  odious  to  my  judgment  than  one  of  the 
house  of  Stuart  attempting  to  seat  himself  on 
the  throne  of  England,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  succession  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  people. 
We  have,  I  am  afraid,  so  longbasked in  the  im- 
pure atmosphere,  not  of  this  House,  but  of  this 
Court,  that — 

Mr.  Clay  here  claimed  the  floor,  which  he 
had  yielded  to  the  gentleman  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Bandolfh  took  his  seat,  saying  that  he 
would  give  way  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
every  thing  but  one. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  really  saw  no  difficulty  in 
this  business ;  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should 
make  a  motion,  with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to 
this  discussion.  The  House  and  Senate  have, 
by  a  joint  act,  this  day  agreed,  that,  in  the 
event  of  an  objection  beine  made  to  the  vote  of 
Missouri,  her  vote  should  be  counted  hypo- 
thetically:  that  the  whole  number  should  be 
announced,  including  the  vote  of  Missouri,  and 
that  the  number  should  also  be  stated  as  it 
would  be,  the  vote  of  Missouri  being  excluded ; 
and,  the  result  not  varying,  that  it  should  be 
declared  that,  in  either  case^  the  person  having 
the  largest  number  of  votes  was  duly  elected. 
The  motive  which  operated  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee in  recommending  this  course,  and  on  the 
two  Houses  in  adopting  it,  was  to  avoid  the 
very  difficulty  into  which  the  House  was  about 
to  predpitate  itself.  It  was  an  eflbrt  to  pro- 
vide, by  previous  arrangement,  for  the  very 
contingency  which  has  arisen.  The  moment 
the  objection  was  made,  in  that  instant  the  rule 
adopted  this  morning  took  effect.  Mr.  0.  said 
it  therefore  i^peared  to  him,  with  very  great 
deference  to  the  course  of  the  preedding  officer 
of  the  Senate,  that  he  ought  to  have  gone  on, 
and,  after  tiie  votes  had  been  summ^  up,  to 
have  made  the  annunciation  as  proposed  in  the 
joint  resolution  adopted  this  morning. 

The  two  Houses  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  C,  to  have  separated  until  they  had  oon- 
Bummated  what  had  been  stipulated  for.  He 
was  now  not  willing  to  take  up  any  proposition 
on  this  subject  or  any  other,  however  unwUling 
he  might  have  been  to  meet  it  at  any  other 
time.    He  was  opposed  to  do  so,  because  to  do 


so  is  a  violation  of  good  faith  between  the  two 
Houses,  as  pledged  by  the  arrangement  of  this 
morning.  He  had  not  a  doubt,  he  said,  that 
Missouri  might  be  admitted  into  the  Union  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  very  possibly,  on  proper 
examination,  the  mode  now  proposed  might  be 
one  of  them,  by  the  two  Houses,  jointly  or 
separately,  giving  her  the  exercise  of  a  right 
which,  as  a  State,  would  belong  to  her.  'Hie 
House,  however,  as  well  as  the  Senate,  had 
virtually  deternuned  to  get  round  that  question 
to-day,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  controvert 
which  might  arise  in  respect  to  it,  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  the  second  resolution 
passed  this  morning.  Mr.  C.  therefore  moved 
that  tJie  subject  now  under  consideration  be 
laid  on  the  table,  in  order  to  resume  the  busi- 
ness which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  retire- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stobbs  demanded  the  reading  of  the  first 
resolution  which  passed  this  House,  as  com- 
pared with  that  which  passed  the  Senate. 

[Here  took  place  an  explanation  of  a  variation 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  form  of  the  re- 
solve. As  it  came  from  the  Senate  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  was  to  preside  over  the  joint 
meeting.  As  reported  by  the  committee  on  tiie 
part  of  this  House  the  President  of  the  Senate 
was  to  preside  over  the  Senate,  and  the  Speak- 
er was  to  preside  over  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. This  alteration  was  made,  because  it 
was  known  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
would  not  have  agreed  to  the  other  course,  and 
a  collision  might  have  arisen  between  the  two 
Houses.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  Senate 
were  not  aware,  when  they  came  into  the  Hall, 
of  the  change  of  the  arrangement,  but  supposed 
it  to  stand,  as  they  had  voted  it.  Their  retire- 
ment from  the  Chamber  arose  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  having  learned  these  facts 
after  he  was  seated  in  his  place  in  the  Hall. 
He  would  otherwise,  it  is  supposed,  have  gone 
on  to  proclaim  the  result,  immediately  after 
Mr.  LivBBMORS^s  objection,  as  prescribe  in 
the  resolution.] 

Some  conversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  Smpth  of  Maryland,  Clat,  Randolph, 
Nblsov  of  Virginia,  Foot,  and  Cobb,  as  to  the 
state  in  which  matters  would  be,  on  the  Sen- 
ate's return.  Some  of  the  gentiemen  contend* 
ed  that,  on  the  Senate^s  return,  matters  would 
stand  just  as  they  did  before,  and  the  same  dif- 
ficulty as  had  already  presented  itself  would 
again  arise.  Others  contended,  and  the  minority 
appeared  to  be  with  them,  that,  on  the  return 
of  the  Senate,  the  President  would  go  on  to  de- 
clare the  result,  as  directed  in  the  second  joint 
resolution  of  this  morning. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clat^s  mo- 
tion to  lay  Mr.  Flotd's  resolution  on  the  tables 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  108.  And 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform 
that  body  that  the  House  \b  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  Senate  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of  oontina- 
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ing  the  enumeration  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors for  Preadent  and  Vice  President,  accord- 
ing to  thejoint  resolntionB  agreed  npon  between 
the  two  Hooses;  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with 
the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said 
message ;  and  he  being  returned — 

The  Senate  again  appeared,  and  took  seats  in 
tiie  House  as  before. 

The  Preddent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence 
of  both  Honsesi  proceeded  to  open  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which  be  deliyered  to  the  tellers,  by  whom  it 
was  readj  and  who  respstered  the  same. 

And  the  votes  of  aU  the  States  having  been 
thns  ooanted,  registered,  and  the  list  thereof 
compared,  they  were  delivered  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  by  whom  they  were  read,  as  al- 
ready printed. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then,  in  pnrsn- 
SDoe  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  two 
Houses,  proceeded  to  announce  the  state  of  the 
votes  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  joint 
meeting  assembled,  as  follows : 

■'Wen  the  votes  of  MiMomi  to  be  ooonted,  the  re- 
mit would  be— For  Jaicbs  Movbob,  of  Yiiginia,  for 
Piesdent  of  the  United  States,  231  votes:  if  not 
eoanfted,  for  Jakes  Mohbos,  of  Vizgmia,  228  votes : 
— For  Dabiel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York,  for  Yioe 
President  of  the  United  States,  218  votes :  if  not 
counted,  for  Damiel  D.  Tompkihs,  of  New  York,  for 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  215  votes.  But 
in  either  event,  James  Momboe,  of  Virginia,  has  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
for  Pruident,  and  Dasiel  D.  Tompkihs,  of  New 
Yoik,  has  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  nmn- 
ber  of  Eleetors  for  Yioe  President  of  the  United 
States.** 

The  President  of  the  Senate  had  proceeded 
thus  fiir,  or  nearly  thus  far,  in  the  proclamation, 
when  Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Chur,  and  inqnired  whether  the  votes  of  Mis^ 
soori  were  or  were  not  oonnted. 

Cries  of  Order  1  Order  1  were  so  lond  as  to 
drown  Mr.  Floyd's  voice. 

[The  President  of  the  Senate  had  hesitated  in 
the  proclamation,  on  Mr.  Flotb  addressing  the 
Chair.] 

Mr.  KAin>OLPH  rose,  and  was  addressing  the 
Chair,  when  lond  cries  of  Order  I  Order  t  re- 
eoonded  from  many  voices. 

The  Spkasxb  prononnced  Mr.  Baitdolfh  to 
be  ont  of  order,  and  invited  him  to  take  his 
seat 

Mr.  BsrsH  demanded  that  Mr.  Bandolph 
shonld  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  declared  his 
determination  to  sustain  his  right  to  do  so. 
Kr.  B.  was  also  londlv  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Flotd  demanded  of  the  Chair  whether 
he  was  considered  in  order  or  not 

The  Sfsaksb  determined  that  he  was  not  in 
order  at  this  time,  the  only  budness  being  at 
that  present  time  that  prescribed  by  the  rule 
of  Has  morning. 

There  was  considerable  murmuring  at  this 
I ;  bat  order  was  restored ;  when  the 


President  of  the  Senate  concluded  his  annuncia- 
tion as  follows : 

'*  I  therefore  declare  that  James  Moimos,  of  Vir- 
ginia, is  dnly  elected  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  four  years,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  1821 ;  and  that  Dahikl  D.  Tompkins,  of 
New  York,  is  dnly  elected  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  like  term  of  four  years,  to 
commence  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  1821.'* 

As  the  President  concluded — 

Mr.  Randolph  addressed  the  Chair ;  but  was 
required  to  take  his  seat. 

On  motion  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  the 
Senate  retired  from  the  hall. 

After  they  retired,  and  tiie  House  being  call- 
ed to  order — 

Mr.  Basdolfh,  who  had  still  retained  the 
floor,  was  heard  addressing  the  Chair.  He 
spoke  for  some  time,  without  being  distinctly 
heard,  owins  to  the  confusion  in  the  halL  He 
had.  he  said  seen  every  election  of  President 
of  the  United  States,  except  that  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  he  had  never  before 
heard  any  other  ^rm  of  proclamation  than  that 
such  was  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in ; 
that  such  a  person,  A  or  B,  had  so  many,  and 
was  therefore  elected  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  On  this  occasion  no 
such  annunciation  had  been  made,  and  the  pre- 
siding officer  might  just  as  well  have  said  that 
James  Clazton  or  Thomas  Dunn  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States.  Were  gentle- 
men to  be  put  down  by  clamor  and  by  force 
here  for  getting  up  to  assert,  not  only  their 
rights,  but  the  rights  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  ?  Sir,  said  he,  your  election  is 
vitiated ;  you  have  flinched  from  the  question ; 
you  have  attempted  to  evade  the  decision  of 
that  which  was  essential  to  the  determination 
of  who  is  and  who  is  not  elected  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
his  remarks  by  moving  resolutions  declaring 
the  election  to  be  illegal,  &c.  They  were  as 
follows : 

1.  Hetolved,  That  the  electoral  votes  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  have  this  day  been  counted,  and  do  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  votes  given  for  President,  and  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  votes  given  for  Vice  President. 

2.  Sesolved,  That  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
appointed,  and  of  votes  given  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  has  not  been  announced  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States^  and  that  therefore  the  proceeding  has 
been  irregular  and  illegaL 

VThibt  Mr.  B.  was  reducing  his  motion  to 
writing,  several  gentlemen  claimed  the  floor. 

The  Speakeb  determined  that  Mr.  Lathrop 
was  entitled  to  it ;  and  Mr.  L.  moved  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Flotd  claimed  the  right  of  the  floor,  as 
rising  flrst,  and  demanded  to  be  heard. 

The  Speakeb  affirmed  Mr.  Lathbop's  right 

Mr.  Floyd  was  about  appealing  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  but  did  not. 
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Mr.  BiNGooLD  haying  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  accordingly — ^yeas  95,  nays  60. 


THUB8DA.T,  February  15. 

Admisaian  of  MmovH — Proposition  of  Mr. 

Glarky  qf  New  lorh. 

Mr.  Clabk,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion,  accompanying  it  with  some  re- 
marks in  support  of  it : 

Reaoived  hy  the  Senpte  and  House  of  Repremmta- 
Uves  of  the  United  States  of  AmericOf  m  Congress 
assembled^  That  MisBonri  ahall  be  admitted  into  this 
Unfaii  on  an  eqnal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  whatsoeTer,  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next :  Provided^  That,  previous  to  the  said 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  Missonri  shall  have 
expunged  from  her  constitution  the  following  clause, 
to  wit :  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  or  settling  in  this 
State,  under  any  pretext  imateyer."  And  that  on 
said  day,  certified  copies  of  said  constitution,  so 
amended,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  question  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmatiye,  by  a  yote  of  60  to  46. 

Mr.  GuLSK,  not  desiring  the  resolution  to  be 
acted  on  to-day,  moyed  to  lay  it  on  the  table ; 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  78. 

Bounty  to  Fishing  Vessels. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MoLxan, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  some  time  ago,  yiz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vessels 
each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  follow- 
ing: 

<*  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  imported  annually, 
and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also 
the  amount  of  duty  annuaUy  collected  on  the  same 
during  the  period  aforesaid.** 

This  motion -to  amend  was  negatived  by  a 
gmall  majority. 

Mr.  17jclson,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  Mr.  MoLbait^s  motion  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  annually  imported 
into  each  State,  and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of 
drawback ;  also^  the  amount  of  duly  annually  col- 
lected on  the  same  in  each  State  during  the  time 
aforesaid.'* 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  as 
follows : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicatd  to  this  House  a  statement 


of  the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  ves- 
sels in  each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  time  ;  and  of  the  quan- 
tity of  salt  annually  imported  into  each  State,  and 
not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also^  the 
amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  same^  in 
each  State,  dunng  the  time  aforesaid. 

The  Slate  Trade  and  Emancipation. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
certain  resolutions  which  he  had  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  its  consideration  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  These  resolutions  related  to 
the  subject  of  tdayery.  He  had,  he  said,  som^ 
what  modified  the  resolutions  ofiTered  at  the 
last  session,  and  would  now  read  them  to  the 
House  before  he  proceeded  further  to  ezpLun 
his  yiews  in  relation  to  them.  He  was  aware 
that,  on  the  first  mention  of  this  subject,  un- 
pleasant feelings  might  be  excited  in  one  part 
of  the  House,  but  he  trusted,  on  examination 
of  the  proposed  plan,  it  would  appear  less  ob- 
jectionable than  was  belieyed ;  and  he  ardently 
hoped,  indeed,  that  ultimately  it  might  be  found 
the  means  of  closing  forever,  by  one  of  the  most 
dorious  acts  of  legislation  that  ever  proceeded 
nrom  any  legislative  body,  the  growing  oontro- 
yersy  between  the  North  and  South,  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  of  a  most  serious  and 
alarming  nature.  [Mr.  M.  read  his  resolutions;, 
as  below.]  When,  he  said,  it  was  considered 
that,  in  the  certain  increase  of  our  population, 
doubling  in  twenty-five  years,  we  should  see,  in 
half  a  century,  not  less  than  forty  millions  of 
people  in  the  United  States,  of  which  perhaps 
twenty  would  be  inhabitants  of  the  vast  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Mississippi,  we  cannot  fail  to 
admit  that  the  five  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
contemplated  to  be  devoted  as  a  fund  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  will  have  had  a  value 
more  than  competent  to  the  redemption  and 
colonization  of  all  such  of  our  slave  population 
as  it  shall  be  found  expedient  or  desirable  to 
part  with.  Let  me  endeavor,  said  he,  to  show 
in  a  few  words  the  practical  operation  of  this 
fund.  Suppose  the  lands,  intended  to  constitute 
this  fund,  to  be  surveyed  into  the  usual  seotiona 
and  quarter  sections,  and  numbered ;  that  the 
alternate  numbered  portions  be  sold  fbr  certifi- 
cates of  the  value  of  slaves;  that  the  inter- 
mediate portions  be  disposed  of  only  for  cash ; 
that  the  certificates  of  value  of  slaves  be  fumi^- 
ed  in  the  following  manner:  whenever  the 
owner  of  slaves  is  willing  to  part  with  them, 
let  him  make  application  to  the  district  judge 
of  the  district,  who,  with  the  marshal  of  the 
district^  shall,  together  with  the  owner  and 
some  discreet  person  appointed  on  his  part,  as- 
certain the  value  of  the  slaves  proposed  to  he 
emancipated;  that,  when  such  valuation  is 
made,  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  owner 
finally  to  accede  to  it ;  that,  on  bis  consent,  the 
district  judffe  shall  deliver  to  him  a  certificate 
of  such  valuation,  which  shall  be  receivable 
only  in  payment  for  the  alternate  sections  of 
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which  I  have  spoken.  Then,  will  it  not  be  ap- 
parent, th&t,  if  such  alternate  sections  are  pur- 
ohased  with  snch  certificates,  the  intermediate 
portions  will  acquire  a  yalae  which  will  com- 
mand sufficient  snms  of  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  colonization  ?  Will  not  this  opera^ 
tioa  proceed  ^Miri  pa$8uf  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
witnessed,  with  constant  anxiety,  the  progress 
of  the  great  controversy  which  now  agitates  ns, 
and  hao,  from  the  beginning  of  his  career,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  determined,  if  it  should 
beo(nne  necessary,  to  devote  himself  a  sacrifice 
for  the  great  object,  if  possible,  of  keeping  the 
two  great  partdee  in  peace.  I  do  not  know, 
said  he,  whether  I  have  made  such  a  sacrifice. 
It  is  probable  I  have,  by  the  well-known  course 
whkh  I  haTC  pursued  upon  this  subject  But, 
nr,  if  indeed  I  have  lost  the  confidence  of  those 
whom  I  represent  I  will,  before  I  leave  my 
present  station,  at  least  make  one  effort  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  the  parties  by  the  only 
measure  which  appears  to  me  to  be  calculated 
to  unite  them ;  one,  too,  in  which  both  may 
participate,  and  in  which  they  will,  as  I  repeat, 
perform  one  of  the  most  noble  acts  of  legisla- 
tion ;  one  which  I  would  not  exchange  for  all 
the  laws  on  our  statute  books  from  1789  to  this 
day.  I  have  even  indulged  what  may  be  con- 
lidmd  an  extremely  romantic  opinion,  that  the 
original  plan  of  Las  Oasas,*  of  preventing  the 
deetruction  of  the  Indian  race  by  supplying  their 
place  with  the  hardy  natives  of  Africa,  may 
yet  terminate  in  restoring  to  Africa,  from  the 
pressure  of  the  great  necessity  which  we  feel 
on  the  subject^  her  long  estranged  children, 
with  the  first  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
and  of  education,  so  that  Africa,  long  benight- 
ed, may  assume  a  respectable  rank  among  the 


•  BstlMiloinew  d«  Lm  OiMa,  BiBhop  of  Chiapa,  and 

Apoatle  of  Indian  Hnmanitj.    The  labors  of  hia  Ufa,  in  be- 

kdforUfte  Indians  oTtlke  New  World,  gained  him  the  phil- 

oibraple  title  hy  which  he  has  been  diatingniahed ;  and 

viQ  thaj  migfat,  for  these  labors  were  great,  and  long-^ia- 

iplaiMtcd,  and  fttll  of  toll  and  danger.    Bora  a  noble,  (at 

ScTfUe^  Bpain,  1874,)  he  embraoed  the  ecdeslastical  profes- 

tfan  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  that  he  might  derote  himself  to 

■alMionary  labon  in  behalf  of  a  people  whose  oppressions 

ka  had  acen  in  a  visit  with  hia  &ther  to  San  Domingo. 

WhMl  he  began  In  jonthAil  ardor  was  continaed  with  an- 

'*«m*ttt*frH  zeal  to  the  end  of  his  life.    Fifty  years  he  spent 

1b  preai'lilng  the  gospel  to  the  natlyes  and  humanity  to 

BorSb    Twelre  timea  he  crossed  the  ocean,  to 

L  at  the  foot  of  the  Spanish  throne,  the  cause  of  the 

L  Indiana,  perishing  under  the  labor  of  the  mines, 

sererlty  of  their  treatment     Consoling  the  op- 

deriaing  achemes  for  their  relief;  and  straggling 

i  the  oppressor,  was  the  fifty  years  labor  of  his  exist- 

History  attrlbntes  to  him  the  origin  of  AfHcan 

KnrjfM  the  New  Worid— a  scheme  to  reUeye  the  Indian 

i  labor  in  the  mines  by  patting  the  AfHcan  into  his 

If  so.  It  is  one  of  the  Instancea— an  eminent  one— 

of  how  arach  otU  a  mistaken  philanthropy  can  do,  absorbed 

%T  on*  thon^t,  and  blind  to  the  consequences  of  gratifying 

it.    But  the  memoiy  of  the  good  bishop  has  found  defend- 

cn  ftom  that  reproach,  and  the  friends  of  benevolenoe 

Watf  vrfsh  It  nntme. 


people  of  the  world.    Mr.  M.  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Remdved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  deyoting  five  hnndred  millions 
acres  of  public  lands  next  west  of  the  MissiBsippi,  as  a 
flmd  for  the  paipose  of,  in  the  first  place,  employing 
a  nayal  force,  competent  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
daye  trade.  Secondly,  the  gradual  emancipation  of 
davea,  by  a  voluntary  exchange  of  the  lands  for 
them;  and,  lastly,  colonizing  such  emancipated 
slayes  in  such  way  as  may  be  condncive  to  their 
happiness  in  their  original  conntiy,  Africa :  Provided^ 
That  no  such  exchaiu^e  of  lands  for  slaves  shall  ever 
be  snfiered  or  allowed,  except  upon  the  perfectly  as- 
certained consent  of  such  daves,  to  be  colonized  in 
Africa :  And  provided,  alto,  That,  wherever  such  ex- 
changes are,  or  shall  be  made,  no  separation  of  hus- 
band and  wife,  or  parent  and  child,  shall  be  permitted 
contraiy  to  their  well-ascertained  odnsent 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the 
resolution  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 68 
to  60  votes. 

Mr.  Olark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decide^  in  the  affirmative — 66  to  56. 


Fbioat,  February  16. 
In  calling  over  the  States  for  the  reception  of 
petitions,  when  petitions  were  called  for  from 
Tennessee- 
Mr  JoNBS,  of  Tennessee,  rose,  and  said  that 
from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  haa 
discovered  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House  had,  in  his  call  for  petitions  from  the 
States,  uniformly  called  for  petitions  from  ^*  the 
delegate  from  ^ssouri  ;^'  when,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  such  personage  in  this  House, 
and  therefore  moved  a  discontinuance  of  such 
oalL 

Mr.  Spkaksb  declared  such  motion  out  of  or- 
der at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Jonzs  reluctantly  gave 
way,  apparently  with  an  intention  to  renew  the 
proposition  when  it  should  be  in  order. 

J)e(Uh  of  William  A.  BuruoeU. 
Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  then  announced  the 
death  of  William  A.  Bubwbll,  a  member  of 
this  House  from  that  State :  Whereupon, 

JSeso^Md^  unanmcmdtf.  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  WiLUAM  A.  Bubwxll,  deceased,  late  Bepresenta- 
tive  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  NxLBON,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Nbwtoit, 
Mr.  MoOoT,  Mr.  Babbottb,  Mr.  Ttlbb,  and  Hr. 
ALBZAin>]EB  Smtth,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

JUdoivedi  ttfiammoitf/y.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memoxy  of 
William  A.  Burwell,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  aim  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Ruolved^  wMmmout^f,  That  the  members  will  at- 
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tend  the  funeral  of  the  late  William  A.  Burwell,  to- 
moixow  at  10  o'clock. 

Ordered^  That  a  measage  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  William  A. 
BuBWBLL,  late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that 
his  funeral  will  take  plaoe  to-morrow,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Nblson  informed  the  House  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  deceased  to  be  interred  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  attendance  of  the 
members  on  the  funeral  would  not  be  required 
beyond  the  lines  of  the  city. 

And  the  House  a^oumed  to  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Satubdat,  February  17. 

The  House  met,  and,  together  with  the  Sen- 
ate, attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  William  A. 
BimwELL,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  appointed  for  that 
purpose;  and,  having  returned  to  their  Cham- 
ber, on  motion — 

The  House  ac^oumed  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  19. 
Spanish  American  Republics. 
Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
present  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  10th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  contest  now  carrying 
on  between  Spain  and  her  South  American 
Colonies,  reported — 

That  the  committee  had  according  to  order  pre- 
sented the  reeolotian  to  the  President;  that  the 
President  assured  the  committee  that,  in  common 
-with  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  Hoose 
of  RepresentatiTcs,  he  felt  great  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  provinces  of  Spanish  America  which  are 
struggling  to  establish  their  freedom  and  independ- 
ence ;  and  that  he  would  take  the  resolution  into  de- 
liberate consideration,  with  the  most  perfect  respect 
for  the  distinguished  body  from  which  it  had  ema- 
nated. 


WsDNSSDAY,  February  21. 

MiMouri — Proposed  Bepeal  of  the  Compromise 
because  the  State  teas  not  Admitted, 
Mr.  Bbown,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  for  oon- 
nderation  the  following  resolution : 

Jluolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
6,  1820,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorise  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain 
Territories ;"  said  8th  section  imposing  a  prolubiti<m 
and  restriction  upon  the  introduction  of  slaves  in  aU 
that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  86 


degrees  80  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included  in  the 
State  contemplated  by  that  act 

On  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Bbowk  ad- 
dressed the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise,  with  unfeigned  reluc- 
tance, to  present  to  the  consideration  of  this 
honorable  body  the  resolution  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  with  a  concise  statement  of  the  views 
upon  which  it  is  founded*  Nothing  short,  sir, 
of  an  imperative  sense  of  duty  would  have  in- 
fluenced me,  at  this  late  day  of  the  session,  to 
have  consumed  one  moment  of  that  time  which 
has  become  so  important  to  the  interest  of  thia 
nation.  I  have  been  emboldened  to  ask  your 
pardon,  and  that  of  the  lionorable  body*  over 
which  you  preside,  from  a  reflection  that  a  few 
days  more  will  close  my  Congressional  labors, 
probably  forever,  and  that,  up  to  this  period,  I 
have  been  sparing  of  your  time,  and  do  not  ex- 
pect again,  while  I  remain  on  the  floor,  to  ask 
your  indulgence. 

Before  I  advance  to  the  investigation  of  the 
merits  of  the  resolution,  I  owe  it  to  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Olat,)  who  is  also  my  friend  and 
messmate,  to  explain  why,  having  communi- 
cated to  several  others  my  design  of  proposing 
this  resolution,  I  have  caref^illy  avoided  men- 
tioning the  subject  to  him,  though  in  dally 
habits  of  intimacy,  and  although  I  have  no 
friend,  living,  whose  approbation  1  more  highly 
prize.  My  mind  has  been  made  up,  after  much 
reflection  upon  the  purpose  of  this  resolution, 
so  soon  as  it  should  be  decided  that  Mis- 
souri was  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
that  decision  has  already  taken  place,  and  there 
is  not,  apparent  to  me,  any  reasonable  ground 
for  expecting  its  reversal  here.  My  colleague, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  who  has  labored  arduously  and 
zealously  to  settle  this  question,  and  tranquilllEe 
the  Union,  is  not  willing  yet  to  despair ;  he  in- 
dulges the  hope  that  something  may  still  be 
done.  Had  I  communicated  my  deogn  to  him, 
I  thought  it  likely  that  he  mi^t  advise  the 
withholding  it,  yet  longer ;  and  admonished  and 
determined  against  fniiher  delay,  by  a  recolleo- 
tion  of  the  early  dose  of  my  privilege  on  this 
floor,  and  the  still  earlier  day  at  which  circum- 
stances required  me  to  leave  it,  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  proceed,  without  the  possible  appro- 
bation of  my  colleague,  than  ag^nst  his  prob- 
able advice. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  peculiar  aptness 
between  the  subject  which  I  propose  for  vour 
consideration  and  the  remnant  of  the  session ; 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  two  sessions  have  been 
wasted  away  in  the  fruitless  discussion  of  propo- 
sitions relating  to  Missouri;  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  all  classes  of  your  citizens 
have  suffered  and  groaned,  without  that  legisla- 
tive aid  which  was  required  by  their  wants,  and 
called  for  by  their  petitions ;  while  you  have 
denied  them  your  attention,  and  even  Withheld 
from  them  your  sympathy.  Sir,  there  exists  a 
further  objection  to  this  ontimely  effort  to  de- 
spatch the  important  business  or  tlie  nation ; 
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nearlj  an  eqnal  half  of  this  House^  from  the  South 
aod  West,  feel  themselyes  and  their  constitaents 
^eepij  aggiieyed ;  they  cannot  bend  and  confine 
their  attention,  at  this  late  honr,  to  new  and 
important  snbjects,  called  for  hj  those  who 
hsre,  with  f^parent  nnconoem,  set  at  naught 
their  rights,  their  interests,  and  their  feelings; 
and,  if  stoical  enough  to  do  so,  they  should  re- 
eoUect  the  frailtj  of  hmnanitj,  and  avoid  temp- 
tation. Sir,  wi&  me,  (I  cannot  dissemble,)  the 
salt  of  legislation  has  lost  its  savor.  The  subject 
I  propose  is  one  rendered  just  and  necessary  by 
^  result  of  the  legislation  of  almost  the  whole 
preceding  part  of  this  Congress :  I  mean  your 
lefbsal  to  aldmit  Missouri  into  the  Union.  I  do 
not  bdieve  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  ses- 
■ion  can  be  better  employed  than  in  adapting 
the  laws  and  measures  of  this  Government  to 
&e  extraordinary  crisis,  at  which  we  have  at 
length  arrived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  yon  will  perceive  that  the  same 
act  of  Congress  which  contains  the  clause  au- 
thorizing the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  contains  also 
tibe  daiue  which  I  now  propose  to  repeal.  The 
history  of  that  act  is  better  known  in  this  Hall, 
than  it  is  ont  of  it;  and  as  it  has  become  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  fully  understood  by  the 
natioD,  although  I  referred  to  it  on  a  former 
occasion,  while  addresdng  the  House,  it  seems 
BO  necessary  to  a  clear  comprehension  of  my 
proposition,  that  I  must  entreat  your  patience, 
wh£e  I  again  make  a  statement  of  the  facts.  I 
ai^reciate  the  indulgence  shown  me,  and  will 
be  as  concise  and  rapid  as  possible. 

I  now,  mr,  proceed  to  make  the  statement 
upon  which  my  resolution  is  predicated,  and  I 
invite  the  correction  of  gentlemen  who  may  be- 
lieve me  in  any  degree  incorrect.  Upon  the 
motion  of  the  present  honorable  Speaker  of  this 
HoQse,  who  was  also  the  mover  of  the  restric- 
tion, a  committee  was  rused  early  in  the  last 
aesBion,  npon  the  subject  of  the  contemplated 
restriction  on  IGssouri,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  oompromimng  and  allaying  a  subject  wiiich 
evod  then,  in  the  cradle,  gave  indications  of  its 
being  an  in£Euit  Hercules:  and  I  will  do  the 
honorable  Speaker  the  justice  to  say,  that  I  do 
not  believe  he  would  have  proposed  a  mode  or 
suggested  a  principle  by  which  this  affiiir  should 
be  settled,  that  he  did  not  believe  consistent 
wiUi  the  dictates  of  morality  and  reason.  The 
committee  thns  raised  did  not  disagree  upon 
priiuaples,  hut  upon  lines  of  longitude  and  lati- 
tude. All  were  wilHng  for  a  compromise,  but 
the  position  of  the  lines  presented  insuperable 
difBcolties,  and  the  committee,  on  their  applica- 
tion, was  discharged.  The  bill  preparatory  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  passed  the  House  of 
Beproecntatirea  with  a  restriction,  and  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate ;  the  Senate  nad  a  bUl  be- 
fore them  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  ;»Mauie  was  on  the  extreme  eastern.  Mis- 
souri on  the  extreme  western  limb  of  the  U  nited 
States.  Miaine  was  called  for  by  the  non-slave- 
holdkg  States  of  the  North  and  East ;  Missouri, 


by  the  slaveholding  States  of  South  and  West ; 
the  East  was  jealous  of  the  growth  and  power 
of  the  West,  which  excited  alarm  and  jealousy 
in  the  West:  Maine  in  the  east  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted without  restrictions;  Missouri  in  the 
west  claimed  the  same  exemption  from  the  in- 
trusion of  the  General  Government :  to  calm 
these  jealousies,  allay  these  fears,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  East  and 
West,  the  Senate  determined  that  Maine  and 
Missouri  should,  by  the  same  act,  and  at  tiie 
same  instant,  pass  the  threshold  into  the  Union ; 
and  that  each  should  enter,  equally  unfettered 
by  restriction.    This  was  just  and  wise,  and  did 
honor  to  the  calm  and  well-balanced  minds  of 
that  venerable  body.    The  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  preparatory  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  being  tiius  amended  by  the  Senate, 
was  reported  to  the  House;  the  House  disagreed ; 
the  SenatOiinsisted ;  the  House  rejected ;  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  was  appointed  to  settle,  if 
possible,  these   differences   between  the   two 
branches  of  Congress  and  the  friends  of  Maine 
and  Missouri.    The  johit  committee,  after  much 
anxious  deliberation,  came  to  a  settlement,  sat- 
isfactory to  a  large  minority  of  Oongress,  and  to 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  this  nation ;  the 
friends  of  Missouri  having  agreed  that  Maine, 
nnfettered,  should  be  admitted  forthwith  into 
the  Union ;  and  having  reluctantly  consented  to 
the  imposition  of  a  restriction  upon  the  territory 
west  of  Missouri.    Those  who  opposed  Missouri 
agreed  to  withdraw  their  opposition,  and  to 
consent  to  her  admission  without  restriction. 
When  I  speak  of  the  parties  agreeing  to  propo- 
sitions, I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  that 
every  person  agreed,  but  a  sufficient  number  to 
constitute  a  majority,  and  to  carry  their  ar- 
rangement through  Oongress.     The  terms  of 
the  compromise  being  thus  well  understood  and 
agreed  upon,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine 
into  the  Union  inmiediately  passed ;  and  this 
bill  also  passed  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  without  re- 
striction, and  containing  upon  its  fisu^  a  stipula- 
tion that  she  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States ;  which 
bill  also  imposed  the  restriction  npon  the  terri- 
tory, which  restriction  I  now  contend  shooldbe 
repealed.    Missouri  assembled  her  convention, 
and  formed  her  constitution,  laid  down,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  other  States,  the  tenito- 
rial  government,  and  put  into  full  operation  her 
State  government :  she  chose  her  Kepresenta- 
tive  and  Senators,  who,  nnder  the  faith  of  this 
law,  presented  her  constitution,  and  asked  ad- 
mittance into  the  Union.    They  have  been  un- 
justly and  unkindly  rejected ;  and  the  attempt 
has  been  renewed  to  impose  upon  her  the  odi- 
ous restriction,  bought  off  at  the  last  session ; 
and,  what  would  seem  almost  incredible,  none 
can  have  been  more  zealous  to  produce  her  re- 
jection than  the  Bepresentatives,  with  a  single 
exception,  from  this  very  State  of  Maine,  who 
could  not  have  been  upon  this  floor  at  this  time, 
or  probably  in  all  after  time,  but  for  the  com- 
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promise;  for  Massachusetts,  whose  consent  was 
indispensable  to  the  emancipation  of  Maine,  had 
cantiouslj  given  it  with  a  limitation,  which 
wonld  have  run  out  in  a  day  or  two  after  the 
compromise  and  her  admission ;  and  it  was  rep- 
resented here  to  be  very  doabtfiil  whether 
Massachusetts  wonld  ever  afterwards  have  again 
yielded  her  consent.  To  the  honor  of  Maine, 
her  Senators  (Holmes  and  Chandler)  and  one  of 
her  Representatives  (Shaw*)  have  preserved 
good  &ith,  and  have  contended  and  voted  for 
&e  admission  of  Missouri,  and  the  flilfilment  of 
the  terms  of  compromise,  with  such  modifica- 
tion of  her  oonstitntion  as  obviated  the  objec- 
tionable feature. 

Kow,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  principles  of 
eternal  justice  which  govern  the  intercourse 
and  contracts  of  individuals,  and  the  negotia- 
tion and  compacts  of  communities,  states,  and 
nations,  I  demand  of  Congress,  not  for  myself 
but  for  one-half  of  the  United  States,  the  repeal 
of  this  restriction  upon  the  territory  west  and 
north  of  Missouri.  The  consideration  promised 
for  this  restriction  has  not  been  paid;  the 
plighted  faith  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri  has  been  violated;  then  take  of^  at 
least,  the  restriction.  Give  us  Missouri  with- 
out restriction,  or  place  us  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, by  taking  it  off  of  the  territory,  in  which 
we  were  when  you  entered  into  the  covenant, 
and  gave  us  the  solemn  pledge  of  a  law  to  do 
80.  Sir,  the  course  of  the  mcgority  can  be  jus- 
tified by  no  principle  of  reason  or  sound  policy, 
but  must  rest)  for  its  support,  upon  the  antiquat- 
ed doctrines  of  schoolmen  and  casuists,  of 
pious  fraud;  the  end  sanctifying  the  means ;  of 
doing  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it;  which, 
though  they  have  received  the  reprobation  of 
true  moralists,  may  find  a  place  in  the  new  code 
of  ethics,  likely  to  grow  out  of  these  times. 

Mr.  B.  having  conciuded — 

The  preliminary  question  was  put — "  Will  the 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  this  resolution  t" 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^79  votes  to  48. 
So  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 


Thtjbsdat,  February  22. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
fdrther  to  establish  tiie  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,''  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

An  engrossed  resolution  providing  for  jaUs, 
in  certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons 
committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cookk, 

Rewhed^  that  this  House  will,  at  12  o'clock 
on  Monday  next,  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  printer 
to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Congress, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  resolution 

*  When  thii  questioii  was  iigtin  rerWed,  aad  Miasoaii  ad- 
mitted, Hr.  Hill,  of  SCaine,  voted  for  her  admiaaion. 


directing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of 
Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer,  or  printers,"  passed  on  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1819. 

Mr.  Cbowell  moved  that  the  several  orders 
of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  par- 
chasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,"  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  said  bill  into  consideration. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  were  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Batiflcation  <^  the  Treaty  of  1819  with  Spain. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pkbsident  of  thb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  ffoiue  of 

Jtqfreeeniatives  o/tke  UmUd  Statee : 

The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  limits,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  Uie 
22d  of  Febmaiy,  1819,  having  been  ratified  by  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications  having  been 
exchanged,  it  is  herewith  commnnicated  to  CongTeaa, 
that  such  legislative  measures  may  be  taken  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  for  carrying  the  same  into  execa- 
tion. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiNGTOzr,  February  22,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  Treaty,  r^erred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign AfTairs. 

Mieeouri — Mr,  Clay^e  Motion  for  a  Grand  Joint 
Committee. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose  to  make  his  expected 
motion  respecting  Missouri,  which  was  in  the 
foUowhig  snape : 

Ruolvei^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  jointly  with  such  oomnittee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House,  re- 
spectively, whether  it  be  expedient  or  not  to  make 
provision  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Unioo 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  original  States,  and  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
within  Missouri ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any  other,  and 
what  prorision,  adapted  to  her  actual  oonditioii, 
ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate  of 
about  one  hour's  length. 

Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  amend  the  same  bj 
striking  out  these  words,  viz:  ^*and  if  not, 
whether  any  other  and  what  provision  adapted 
to  her  actual  condition  ought  to  be  made  by 
law." 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative,  yeaa 
101,  nays  66. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  ordered  that 
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tlie  said  conmittee  consist  of  twenty-three 
members ;  and  that  thej  be  elected  by  ballot^ 
pnrenant  to  the  roles  and  orders  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Rasdolph  then  moved  that  one  member 
of  the  said  committee  be  chosen  from  each  State ; 
vhicb  being  negatived, 

Mr.  Olat  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  elecdoa. 

Mr.  AixKH,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  election  to-morrow  at  12 
o'doek. 

Mr.  Tbaot  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  election  on  Monday  next,  at  12  o^dock. 

This  latter  motion  being  r^ected,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
deetion  to-morrow  at  12  o^dock,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 


Ebidat,  February  28. 
Public  Lofnd  Debt. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Obowxll, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820. 

Mr.  McOoT  had  moved  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bin  as  permits  a  conditional  surrender  to 
the  United  States  of  the  land  purchased;  so 
much  as  dispenses  with  interest  on  the  money 
due  for  lands ;  and  so  much  as  makes  a  deduc- 
tton,  in  certain  cases,  of  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of 
the  debt. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  debate  on  the 
meritB  of  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  supported  and  opposed 
bv  the  Mlowing  gentlemen:  For  the  bill — 
ICessm.  Ahdkbsoh,  Bbusk,  Hxndbigks,  Jones, 
and  Olat.  Against  l^e  bill— Messrs.  Hajbdht, 
CinLFEFEB,  Aj£xs  of  Tennessce,  and  McGot. 

Mr.  AiXBN,  of  Tennessee,  said:  The  argu- 
BBcnt  so  much  relied  upon  by  the  friends  of  the 
bin,  that  the  Government  13  the  creditor,  and 
o«gfat  not  to  exercise  that  rigor  in  exacting  com- 
^ianee  wi^  contracts  ruinous  to  her  debtors 
tbat  iadividuak  would,  because  it  is  the  com- 
noii  stock  of  all,  as  well  as  that  urged  on  ac- 
oooiit  id  the  depreciation  of  certain  bank  paper 
that  will  not  pay  the  holder's  debts  without  a 
discount  equal  to  the  reduction  contemplated  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  would  apply  with 
finroe  If  the  whole  community  were  debtors  of 
this  description,  and  to  be  provided  for  in  this 
bm ;  bat  when  not  one  in  a  tiiousand  has  pur- 
^lased  public  land,  and  all  are  laboring  under 
the  dimcolty  so  feelingly  described,  can  it  be 
Tight  to  apply  the  remedy  to  a  few,  and  leave 
others  to  struggle  through  as  they  can  ? 

I  hope  I  shall  never  be  found  hindmost  in 
iMndingnp  the  wounds  inflicted  by  misfortune 
upon  any  of  the  sons  of  Adam.  But,  sir,  the 
wretched  and  the  poor  presented  to  us  here  in 
such  lively  figures,  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this 
matter;  it  is  not  the  poor  that  buy  knd  in  any 
coontry. 


Can  any  man  make  me  believe  that  a  flEu*mer, 
owning  a  plantation  on  which  he  has  resided 
three  or  four  years  without  rent,  is  to  be  broken 
up  and 'ruined  by  the  payment  of  eighty  dollars 
a  year,  the  sum  required  to  complete  his  title  to 
a  tract  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fertile 
land,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  9  Such 
purchasers,  I  repeat  it,  can  and  will  pay,  and 
the  greater  part  of  tham  have  done  so  already. 

The  provisions  of  this  bill  give  such  purchasers 
the  liberty  of  paying  annually  fifty  dollars, 
without  interest,  for  eight  years.  If  punctually 
paid  it  is  not  half  the  rent  the  poor  have  to  pay 
for  a  home  in  any  country ;  and  if  in  default, 
you  give  them  the  chance  of  eight  years  more 
without  paying  any  thing.  This  is  going  fhrther 
than  they  could  ask.  But,  in  getting  at  the 
class  of  purchasers  for  whom  this  bill  is  intend- 
ed it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  poor,  as,  on 
other  occasions,  sometimes  it  is  done  to  suit  the 
views  of  the  rich ;  they  are  the  class  whose  in- 
terest is  consulted  in  this  bill;  they  have  con- 
trived to  get  all  the  land  that  is  worth  any 
thing  in  their  possession;  and  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  will  con- 
vince any  disinterested  man  that  the  object  \b 
to  get  the  whole  eventually  for  nothing. 

If  it  is  to  be  given  away,  I  want  a  distribu- 
tion more  equal.  The  most  deserving  get  none ; 
men  who  risked  their  lives  disputing  the  title 
of  the  aborigines,  and  marched  over  the  dead 
bodies  of  your  enemies  to  gain  this  land,  get 
not  one  foot  of  it,  but  that  which  has  been  re- 
fused by  these  avaricious  landmongers. 

Indep^dent  of  all  the  iigustioe  that  must 
follow  this  gratuity,  among  the  land  debtors,  I 
view  the  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one  in  rela- 
tion to  the  collection  of  revenue-— I  think  I  see 
another  class  of  debtors  ready  to  put  in  for 
their  share. 

The  whole  dependence  of  this  Crovemment 
is  on  revenue  derived  from  imports  that  is  now 
owing  by  merchants,  who  have  experienced 
greater  losses  than  any  class  of  men  in  the  com- 
munity. They  are  too  useful  and  meritorious 
to  be  left  beggars,  after  we  finish  the  good  work 
in  the  West  And,  sir,  the  cordiid  support 
given  this  bill,  by  a  certain  section  of  the  coun- 
tiT,  puts  me  on  my  guard,  not  being  accustom- 
ed to  see  any  extraordinary  display  of  sym- 
pathy for  the  people  of  the  "West,  except  for 
those  who  we  all  Imow  hold  no  land.  I  do  not 
know  that  self-interest  would  influence  any  one 
in  a  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I 
am  a  stranger  to  all  management  in  legislation. 
I  belong  to  no  party ;  I  know  of  none ;  and  far 
be  it  from  me  to  impeach  the  motives  of  any. 
It  Ib  enough  for  me  to  Judge  for  myself— in  doins 
so,  on  this  occasion,  I  believe  sound  policy  and 
impartial  Justice  requires  from  me  a  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this 
biU,  and  as  much  more  as  will  defeat  its  passage. 

The  (question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McCoy's 
motion,  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  minority. 

Mr.  AimEBSoK  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  allow  an  absolute 
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redaction  of  thirty-three  per  oent  on  the 
amonnt  dne  by  the  debtors,  and  bo  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  confine  the  discount  to  those  who 
should  make  prompt  payment  of  the  whole  sum 
dne. 

This  proposition  brought  on  a  long  debate,  in 
which  Mess*.  Besohsb,  Jonxs,  Oook,  Habdht, 
Sbboeabt,  Andxssoit,  and  Clat,  joined. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatived — ^yeas 
55,  nays  62. 

Mr.  TxroEEB,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  add  the 
following  proviso  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  : 

Provided,  abOy  That  where  any  pnrehaser  haa  pur- 
chased at  the  same  time  two  or  more  quarter  aeotioiu, 
he  shall  not  be  pennitted  to  relixKpiish  less  than  a 
quarter  section. 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Habdin  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
moved  the  following  additional  proviso  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill : 

And  provided^  Jkrther^  That  the  discomit  allowed 
in  this  bill  shall  not  be  made  where  the  debtor  shall 
fail  to  pay  any  of  the  said  several  instalments,  as  the 
same  wall  become  doe  and  payable. 

The  amendment,  after  some  debate,  was  also 
r^ected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  without  amendment 

Meetion  of  the  Jomt  Committee  on  the  part  qf 
the  JBouee  of  JRepreeentatioes. 

Mr.  Aboheb,  of  Virginia,  then  reported  that 
the  tellers  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots 
ffiven  for  a  committee  of  28  members  on  the 
Missouri  subject,  according  to  the  resolution  of 
yesterday,  had  performed  that  duty — the  result 
of  which  ballot  he  delivered  in. 

It  appeared  that  157  members  had  been  voted 
for,  but  that  the  foUowins  17  g^entlemen  only 
had  a  minority  of  the  ballots  given,  and  were 
elected,  viz ' 


Messrs. 


of  RI. 


Ford,  of  N.  Y. 
Colbreth,  of  Md. 
Haokley,  of  N.  Y. 
S.  Moorej  of  Pa. 
Stevens^  of  Conn. 
Rogers,  of  Pa. 
SonthazdfOfN.  J. 


Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Cobb,  of  Geo. 
Hill,  of  Mame, 
Barbour,  of  Va. 
Storrs,  of  N.  Y. 
Cocke,  of  Tenn. 
Rankin,  of  Miss. 
Archer,  of  Va. 
Brown,  of  Ky. 

Seventeen  only  being  elected,  there  remained 
six  members  yet  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  GLA.T  moved,  as  the  operation  of  ballot- 
ing again  to-morrow  would  be  tedious,  and 
create  delay,  that  the  House  agree,  by  general 
consent,  to  select  the  remaining  six  members 
from  those  having  received  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Speaker  ap- 
point the  remaining  six ;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing intimated  to  the  House  that  if  tne  duty  de- 
volved on  him,  he  should,  from  a  sense  of  pro- 
prietjT,  make  the  appointment  from  the  names 
standing  next  highest  to  those  elected  on  the 
list,  the  latter  course  was  concurred  in  by  the 


House,  Mr.  Cult  having  withdrtfvm  his  motion 
in  favor  of  that  course. 

It  appeared  then  that  the  five  following 
gentlemen  are  also  elected  on  the  ocnaomittee, 
being  the  next  highest  on  t^e  list : 

Meavs.  Darlington,  of  Pa.  Messrs.  Gross,  of  N.  Y. 

Pitcher,  of  N.  Y.  livermovB,  of  N.  H. 

Sloan,  of  Ohio. 

After  these,  Messrs.  RA2n>0LPH  and  Baldwih 
were  next  highest  on  the  list,  and  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  it  remains  for  the 
Speaker  to  designate  the  gentleman  who  shall 
make  the  twenty-third  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Satctbdat,  February  24. 
Messrs.  Bakdolph,  Baldwiv.  and  Smith,  of 
North  Carolina,  were  appointed,  in  addition  to 
those  already  named,  to  be  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  Missouri  sublect ;  the  firet  of  these 
to  fill  up  the  number  of  tiie  conmiittee,  and  tLe 
two  last  to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  bj 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Ltvebmobk,  and  Mr. 
Gboss,  of  New  York,  who  were  excused  fr<nii 
serving  on  the  committee. 


Monday,  February  28. 
Meport  of  the  Miseouri  Joint  Committee. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution,  as 
reported  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Mia- 
souri  subject. 

Mr.  Clat  brieflv  explained  the  views  of  tlM 
committee,  and  we  considerations  which  in- 
duced them  to  report  the  aesolution.  He  con- 
sidered this  resolution  as  being  the  same  in  efl^t 
as  that  which  had  been  previously  reported  by 
the  former  conmiittee  of  thirteen  members; 
and  stated  that  the  conm4ttee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  was  unanimous,  and  that  on  the  part 
of  this  House  nearly  so,  in  favor  of  t^is  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adahb,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his 
objections  to  the  resoluticm,  on  the  ground  of 
the  defect  of  power  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  or  require  the  Legislature  oi 
a  State,  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  do  the 
act  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  be  demanded 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Bbowet,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Adams,  a&d  defended  the  rema-  ' 
tion  from  the  objections  set  up  against  it^  .He 
earnestly  invited  the  House  to  support  the  leeo- 
kition,  and  thus  to  end  thedistraeting  and  xudup 
ful  controveray  respecting  Missouri 

Mr.  ADAna  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts^  next  obtained 
the  floor,  and  delivered  hii  sentiments  with 
much  earnestness,  and  pretty  wach  at  hrgtf  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  4s 
well  of  its  terms,  as  of  hostility  to  the  toleration 
of  slavery  in  any  shape,  or  under  any  pretenoe, 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
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[Dnring  the  progress  of  this  speech,  Mr.  Allen 
'as  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Tbimble,  because  dis- 
oosfling  nolf  the  qaestion  before  the  House,  but  a 
qaestion  decided  at  the  last  session.  The  Speak- 
iB.  however,  oyerroled  this  oljeotion.] 
^£r,  AixKsr  condaded,  by  moving  to  amend  the 
leBolDtion  bj  striking  out  the  word  *^  citizen," 
wherever  it  occnrs  in  the  resolation,  as  above 
printed,  and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  ^*free  ne- 
gro or  mtdatto." 

Mr.  R.  MooBB,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  required 
the  previous  question,  believing  that  this  subject 
had  been  so  long  debated,  as  to  require  that  it 
be  decided,  in  o^e  way  or  another,  without  fur- 
ther consumption  of  t&e  time  of  the  House. 

Kinety-five  members  having  risen  to  second 
tins  motion,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
xeooired  thereon  by  Mr.  Raitdolfh — 

The  qaestion  was  stated  in  the  following  form : 
^  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?"  and 
was  decided — for  the  previous  question  109, 
against  it  60. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
*'  ShtiU  the  resolution  he  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  f"  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
86,  nays  82,  as  f6Uows : 

YsAS.— Means.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nooBeo,  AndenoD,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barboor,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
BlacUedge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  But- 
ler of  Looisana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Colpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher, 
Fk^d,  Ford,  Gray,  Gayon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Hill, 
Hooki,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Viiginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  litde,  McCoy,  MoCreary,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  S. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Viiginia,  New- 
ton, Overstreet,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ring- 
Sid,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Shn- 
la,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  South- 
aid,  Stovens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Viiginia,  Tucker  of  South  CaroUna,  I^ler, 
Udiee,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
WmiamB  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
ABen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bnffom,  Builer  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Demson, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Garnet,  Goiham,  Gross,  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pdmsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hend- 
'  ricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
KiAsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  livermore,  Ma- 
day,  McCullough,  Mallaiy,  Marchand,  Meech,  Monell, 
B.  Moore,  Morton,  Moeely,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Ptulson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont^  Strang  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Ton^mson,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wf  ndovt^r.  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  this  day,  but  not  without  consider- 
able opposition. 

Vol.  vn.— 9 


The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Banbolfh,  in  a  speech  of  some  twenty 
minutes,  delivered  the  reasons  why  he  should 
not  vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  final  Question  was  then  taken  on  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.'*' 


*  The  reBolati<m  as  leported  and  adopted,  was  in  these 
woids: 

BesdUMd Iw the SmaUcuid Saues cf  Btpre86ntaUf>M  qf 
the  United  StaUa  q/Am&riect^  in.  OonareM  (UtwiblecL  That 
Miflsoari  shall  be  admitted  into  this  Union  on  an  eqaal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon . 
the  ftrndamentai  condition,  that  the  fourth  danse  of  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution 
submitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress,  shall  never 
be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of  anj  law,  and  that 
no  law  shall  be  passed  in  confbrmitT  thereto,  bj  which  any 
citizen,  of  either  of  the  States  in  this  iJnion,  shall  be  exduded 
from  the  ei^Jovment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
to  which  sacn  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Oonstitndon  <^ 
the  United  States :  ProfHded^  That  the  LegislatuTe  of  said 
State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  shall  declare  tne  assent  of  the 
said  State  to  the  said  flindamental  condition,  and  shall  trans- 
mit to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Monday  in  November  next  an  autnentic  copy  of  the 
said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereoi;  the  President,  by  procla- 
mation, shall  announce  the  ftct;  whereupon,  and  without 
any  farther  proceeding  on  the  ntart  of  Gonsrees,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  shall  oe  considered  as 
complete. 

Approved,  March  8, 1821. 

The  reason  of  referring  it  to  the  President  to  announce 
the  ftot,  by  proclamation,  that  Missouri  had  complied  with 
the  condition  of  the  resolution,  and  was  thereby  admitted, 
was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  qaestion  of  admisylon, 
in  any  shape  whatever,  from  getting  before  Congress  again. 
The  State  complied  within  the  limited  time,  whereupon  the 
President  issued  the  following  proclamation;  and  the  por> 
tentous  struggle  of  two  years  snd  a  half  came  to  a  close : 

A  PBOCLAMATION. 

BT  THE  FSX8IDX2IT  OF  THS  UHITSD  0TATB. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  br  a  Joint 
resolution  of  the  second  day  of  March  last,  entitied  "  Bcsolu- 
tion  providing  for  the  admuslon  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  on  a  certain  condition,**  did  determine  and  de- 
clare—"  That  MLssouzl  should  be  admitted  into  this  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  oriffinal  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  upon  the  ftrndamentai  condition,  that  the  fourth 
clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution  submitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress, 
shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of  any  law, 
and  that  no  law  shall  be  passed  in  confomdty  thereto,  br 
which  any  citizen  of  either  of  the  States  of  this  Union  shaU 
be  exduded  ttom  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and 
immunities  to  which  such  dtlzen  is  entitied  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the  Legislv 
ture  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  shall  declare 
the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said  frmdamental  con- 
dition, and  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  an 
authentic  copy  of  said  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the 
President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  bet ;  where- 
upon, and  without  any  forther  proceeding  on  the-  part  of 
Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this  Union 
shalfbe  considered  as  complete  :*»— And  whereas,  by  a  solemn 
public  act  of  the  Assembly  of  the  said  State  of  Missouri, 
passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  in  the  present  vea^  en- 
titled "  A  solemn  pubUo  act  declaring  the  assent  of  this  State 
to  the  frindamental  condition  contained  In  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  providing  fof 
tiie  admtoslon  of  tiie  State  of  Missouri  Into  the  Union  on  a 
certain  condition  ;**  an  authentic  copy  whereof  has  been  com- 
municated to  me,  it  is  solemnly  and  publldy  enacted  and 
dedared,  that  that  State  has  assented  and  does  assent,  that 
the  fourth  chxuse  of  the  twentv-slxth  section  of  the  third 
article  of  the  constitution  of  sold  State  ** shall  never  be  cou'^- 
strued  to  aathorize  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law 
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Tuesday,  February  27. 
Increase  qf  the  Navy, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub, 
of  Yu^ia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
&e  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  reduce 
tbe  annual  appropriation  therefor  from  one  mil- 
lion to  half  a  mdllion  dollars  per  annum,  and 
extend  the  term  of  appropriation  from  throe  to 
six  years. 

Mr.  Basboub  indicated  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  limit  the  reduced  appropriation 
to  three  years;  his  object  being  to  have  the 
ships  contemplated  to  be  built,  so  fhr  completed 
as  regarded  tbe  frames  of  them,  as  to  be  in  a 
state  to  be  secured  and  covered  in  by  houses 
built  over  them.  Mr.  B.  explained  at  large  his 
views  of  this  subject,  the  leadiug  feature  of 
which  was,  that  however  advisable  it  might  be 
to  build  more  ships,  it  was  not  necessary  at 
present  to  put  them  afloat!  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  moving 
that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table,  gitinff  notice  that 
at  12  o^dock  to  morrow,  he  should  call  it  up, 
with  a  view  to  moving  the  amendment  which 
he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  FuLLBB  rose  merely  to  say,  that  when  the 
amendment  should  be  before  the  House,  he 
ri&ould  endeavor  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion, 
the  bill  should  not  be  adopted  at  this  session  at 
least 

The  oommittee  then  rose,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Babsoub,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Saturday,  March  8. 
Bleetum  of  Printer, 
Mr.  CooKB  submitted  the  following  resdn- 
tion,  viz : 

Retolvtd,  That  thiB  Hooae  will  forthwith  proceed 
to  ballot  for  a  printer  to  execute  its  work  dnrinf  tibe 
next  Coogresfl^  aooording  to  the  provisions  S  the 
lesolntion  **  direction  the  manner  in  which  the  print- 
ing of  Congress  diul  be  executed ;  fixing  the  prices 
thereof^  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  or  printers,'*  p«sed  on  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1819. 


sbsU  be  paased  In  oonfonnitjr  thereto,  by  which  any  dtlxen 
(tf  either  of  the  United  BUtes  shall  be  exdnded  from  the 
eftfoyment  of  any  of  the  piiyileffee  and  immunities  to  which 
snoh  dtlzens  are  entitled  onaer^the  Gonstltatlon  of  the 
United  States:"— Now,  therefore,  I,  Jajobb  Mohboi,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  BtateSi  in  porsuanoe  of  the  resolation  <it 
Oongreas  aforesaid,  have  issaed  this  my  Proclamation,  an- 
Boondng  the  ftct,  that  the  said  State  of  Missouri  has  as- 
sented to  the  Amdamental  condition  required  by  the  reso- 
lation of  Congress  aforesaid;  wherenpon  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  of  Missoori  into  this  UJilon  is  declared  .to  be 
tlete. 

In  testimony  whereoi;  I  have  caosed  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these  pres- 
ents, and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand.  Done  at 
[l.  &]  the  City  of  Washington,  the  tenth  day  of  Angost. 
1S21 ;  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  United 
States  of  America  the  forty-sixth. 

JAMES  MOHBOK 
By  the  President: 
Jon  QxrxiroT  Adahs,  Sterdarp  nfStaU, 


The  Sfbaiccb  pnt  the  previous  question  of 
consideration  on  this  motion,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  aflEirmative.  Mr.  Sebobaivt  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  negatived. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to.  The  Sfbak- 
SB  then  laid  before  the  House  letters  from  £. 
DeKrafflt,  Elliot  h  Irvine,  Davis  &  Force,  and 
Gales  h  Beaton,  offering  themselves  as  candi- 
dates for  this  employment;  the  first  named 
offering  to  do  the  work  for  25  per  cent  less 
than  the  prices  established  by  the  act  of  March 
8, 1819,  and  the  second  named  offering  to  do  it 
for  26^  per  cent  less.  An  attempt  was  then 
made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  and  1^. 
Wood,  of  New  York,  to  suspend  or  dispense 
with  the  election ;  but  the  motion  for  that  pur- 
pose was  pronounced  out  of  order,  the  House 
having  determined  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the 
election.  The  House  then  balloted  accordingly, 
and  the  tellers  (Mr.  Gboss,  Mr.  Beeohzb,  and 
Mr.  Oobb)  reported  that  the  votes  were— 


For  Gales  h  Seaton  - 

Elliot  h  Irvine  - 

Davis  &  Force  - 
E.  DeErafft 


87 

81 

9 

6 


and  that  Gales  h  Seaton  were  of  coune  elected. 
In  the  Senate  the  election  took  place  on  Uie 
same  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Barboitb.   The 
votes  in  uiat  body  were — 
For  Gales  h  Seaton  -        -        -        -       28 
Scattering  -        -        -        -  g 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States;^ 
whereupon  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  tiiird  time  to-day. 

The  House  then  adioumed  until  five  o^clock, 
P.M. 

FrvB  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Flaridas^BiU  to  tale  Possession^  and  for 
Temporary  Oottemment, 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker 
resumed  tbe  chair,  and  Mr.  Lathbop  reported 
that  the  committee  had  again  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration,  and  directed 
him  to  report  the  bill  thereto  committed  on  the 
27th  February  ultimo,  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Washington  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,  with  several  amendments; 
which  were  r^td,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 
The  bill  was  then  further  amended ;  and 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Aluen,  of  Ma»- 
saohusetts,  further  to  amend  the  same  by  in^ 
serting,  after  the  word  Territories,  where  it  first 
occurs  in  the  second  section,  these  words:  **not 
incompatible  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States ;"  so  that  the  civU,  military, 
and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  Spanish 
authorities  within  Uie  territories  of  East  and 
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West  FloiidA)  and  which  are  estahlished  by  the 
Bttid  bill  for  the  goyenunent  of  said  territories 
nntil  otherwise  provided,  shall  "not  be  incom- 
patible with  the  Constitation  and  laws  of  the 
United  States." 

And  the  qnestaon  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  waa  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engross^  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Florida  Bill  Pasted. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
''An  act  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
condaded  at  Washington,  the  22d  of  February, 
1819 ;"  and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
doUara,"  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 


Thanl$  to  ^  Speaker. 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  to 
the  following  effect : 

I  rise  to  submit  a  motion,  which,  if  it  should 
ooneiliate  the  general  concurrence  of  this  House, 
I  shall  be  extremely  f^&d.  The  present  session 
was  oommoioed  under  very  unpleasant  auspices. 
In  the  appointment  of  a  presiding  officer  of  the 
House,  the  first  manifestation  was  made  of  that 
nnfortanate  division  of  opinion  which  has  been 
the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  session.  The 
storm  has  happily  subsided,  and  we  have  the 
great  satisfiiction  to  behold  the  ship  of  our  Con- 
federacy unimpaired  by  its  rage ;  her  hull,  her 
rigging,  and  her  patriotic  crew  completely  fit 
for  a  long  and  ^rious  voyage,  under  the  star- 
spangled  banner  which  proudly  floats  idoft. 

The  moral  of  that  agitating  drama,  of  which 
for  more  than  two  years  past  our  country  has 
been  the  theatre,  is  that,  whilst  our  Federal 
Union  is  admirably  fitted  to  accomplish  all  the 
national  purposes  for  whidi  it  was  intended, 
there  are  delicate  subjects,  exclusively  apper- 
taining to  the  several  States,  which  cannot  be 
tonch^  but  by  them,  without  the  greatest 
hazard  to  the  public  tranquillity.  They  resem- 
ble those  secluded  apartments  in  our  respective 
domicils,  which  are  dedicated  to  family  privacy, 
into  which  our  nearest  and  best  neighbors  should 
not  enter.  Let  us  terminate  the  session  by 
making  that  officer  the  depository  of  our 
entire  reconciliation,  whose  Section  first  eli- 
cited onr  divisions,  and  whose  situation  has 
been  extremely  arduous  and  difficult  For  my 
parL  I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
afiMoity,  impartiality,  ability,  and  promptitude, 
with  which  he  has  administered  the  duties  of 
the  Gbair  since  I  was  able  to  take  my  seat.  I 
move  the  fbllowing  resolution : 


*  Thna  the  bUI  for  the  temporary  government  of  Florida, 
bdag  ft  bill  for  the  tempontry  oontinnfttlon  of  the  Spanish 
de^kotiam  there,  was  paaeed  wlthoat  a  dlvialon ;  and  the 
nwdion  to  amend  that  bill  bo  aa  to  make  it  compatible  with 
the  Conatltatloa  and  lawa  of  the  United  States,  waa  nega- 
tived, and  ako  without «  division. 


Sesolved,  That  the  thanks  di  this  Honse  be  given 
to  the  honorable  John  W.  Tatlor,  for  the  asdcMty, 
promptitade,  and  ability,  with  which  he  has  adminis- 
tered the  daties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  (who  was  tempera- 
rilv  in  the  Chair,)  having  stated  the  question — 

Mr.  Rhsa  said  he  hoped  this  resolution  would 
obtain  a  unanimous  vote.  He  had  been  long 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  he  had  never  seen 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  discharged  more  satis- 
fEustorily  tiian  by  the  present  Speaker. 

Mr.  Habdin  said,  that  it  was  with  great  satis- 
faction he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  be- 
cause it  met  his  entire  approbation.  To  be 
candid,  the  Speaker  had,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  Chair,  far  outgone  his  expecta- 
tions ;  and  he  would  vote  him  the  thanks  pro- 
posed with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
one  negative  voice  only  being  heiu^ 

Closing  Business, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments propos^  by  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  en- 
titied  *^  An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
four  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;" 
and  tiie  same  being  read  twice,  were  disagreed 
to. 

That  portion  of  the  said  bill  to  which  the 
third  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  ap- 
plies, reads  thus,  viz:  " reimbursable  at  the  will 
of  the  Government,  and  at  the  will  of  the  cred- 
itor, at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
1836.'' 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  nroposee 
to  strike  out  the  words,  arid  at  the  wul  of  the 
creditor. 

Mr.  Babboub  moved  to  amend  the  said  third 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  aforesaid  clause 
in  the  bill  read  thus :  ^  reimbursable  at  the  will 
of  the  Government  at  any  time  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  1885 ;  and  at  the  will  either  of 
the  Government  or  the  creditor,  at  any  time 
idfter  that  period." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative ; 
and  the  said  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 
by  the  House. 

The  Speaker^s  Address. 
Mr.  Tatlob,  the  Speaker,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows : 

GtwUemen  of  the  House  <fEepreaetUaiive$: 

Deeply  penetrated  with  a  mnae  of  the  kindness  and 
liberality,  which,  in  terms,  and  from  a  sonroe  the 
most  flattering,  have  dictated  the  recent  ezpresaon 
of  yonr  approbation,  1  shall  ever  esteem  it  the  highest 
reward  of  my  public  services.  If  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  have  been  discharged  in  any  degree  to  yonr 
satisfaction,  it  is  attributable  chiefly  to  those  feelings 
of  ^nerosity  which  have  covered  my  numerous 
erron,  and  which  have  rendered  to  purity  of  motive 
the  deference  due  to  superior  merit.  My  inexperi- 
ence has  been  compensated  by  your  prudent  conn- 
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fieU,  EDd  by  a  dignified  deportment,  which  hasfleldom 
required  the  interposition  of  a  presiding  officer. 

Entertuning,  gentlemen,  for  eveiy  member  of  this 
HooBe  no  other  sentiment  than  respect  and  friend- 
ship; endeared  to  many  bj  recoIlectionB  of  united 
deliberation  and  efibrt,  m  a  period  of  great  national 
embarrassmeEt ;  and  grateful  to  all  for  the  magnani- 
mous support  which  constantly  has  been  afforded  me, 
I  shall  never  cease  to  rejoice  in  your  individual  wel- 
fare. 

Carry  with  you,  gentlemen,  to  the  bosom  of  your 
families  and  friends  my  best  wishes  for  your  pros- 
perity, and,  under  the  protecting  care  of  a  benign 
Providence,  may  each  of  you  enjoy  the  continued 
confidence  of  the  wise  and  good,  and  largely  contrib- 
ute to  perpetuate  the  union  azid  glory  of  our  Q(»n- 
mon  country. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of 


the  United  States^  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Honses  of  Congress  are  about  to  a4}oiini  if  he 
has  no  farther  commmiications  to  make  to  tiiem, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  upon 
the  Presideht  of  the  United  States,  and  was  in« 
formed  by  him  that  he  had  no  fbrther  oom- 
mnnications  to  make  to  Congress  at  the  pres- 
ent session.; 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Honse  that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the 
Legislative  business  before  tibem,  are  now  ready 
to  adjonm. 

A  message  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  bj 
the  Olerk,  to  inform  them  that  the  Honse  is  also 
ready  to  adjotim. 

The  OlerK  having  gone  with  the  said  message^ 
and  bein^  returned,  the  Speaker  acyoumed  me 
House,  WM  die. 


INAUGURATION   OF   THE   PRESIDENT. 


[From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday,  Marah  6,  1821.] 


The  inauguration  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  whose  second  term  of  service  com- 
menced yesterday,  took  place  according  to  pre- 
vious arrangement.  The  oath  of  office  having 
been  administered  to  the  President,  bv  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  he  delivered  the  speech  which 
will  be  found  annexed. 

The  day  proved  very  unfavorable  for  the  at- 
tendance of  spectators,  there  having  fallen  dur- 
ing the  preceoing  night  a  good  deal  of  snow  and 
rain ;  notwithstanding  which,  an  inmiense  crowd 
thronged  the  doors  of  the  Capitol.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  who  obtained  admission  within 
tiie  walls  of  the  Bepresentatives'  chamber 
(gallery  of  course  included)  could  not  have  been 
less  than  two  thousand. 

There  was  not  much  form  about  this  cere- 
^nony,  which,  in  truth,  requires  no  form  but  the 
forms  of  decency  and  decorum ;  but  the  scene 
was  not  the  less  impressive.  The  President 
was  placed  on  the  platform  in  front  of  the 
Speaker's  Chair ;  the  Chief  Justice  stood  by  his 
side  during  the  delivery  of  the  speech.  The 
Associate  Judges,  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  Heads  of  Departments,  and  many  of  our  dis- 
tinguished Military  and  Naval  Officers,  were 
near  him.  Assigned  to  their  proper  places  were 
the  members  of  the  various  Foreign  Legations. 
The  seats  in  the  interior  were  principally  oc- 
cupied by  a  numerous  collection  of  ladies ;  and 
all  around,  above,  and  below,  were  couikless 
numbers  of  the  people,  of  whom,  without  dis- 
orimination,  aa  many  were  admitted,  after  the 


ladies  and  privileged  persons  were  seated,  as  the 
room  could  accommodate.  On  the  entrance 
and  exit  of  the  President,  the  music  of  the 
Marine  Band  enlivened  the  scene,  which  was 
altogether  characterized  by  simple  grandeur 
and  splendid  simplicity. 

It  is  well,  considering  the  great  crowd  which 
filled  the  avenues  to  the  door  of  the  Represent- 
atives' chamber,  and  pressed  onwards  for  ad- 
mittance, that  no  accident  occurred  to  mar  Uio 
eiyoyment  of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  to 
witness  this  truly  Republican  ceremony. 


Inomgural  Speech. 
Yesterday,  at  12  o'clock,  on  taking  the  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
the  following  speech  was  delivered  by  Jamss 
MoNBOB,  President  of  the  United  States: 

FKLLOw-CrnzKziB :  I  shall  not  attempt  to  deaeribe 
the  grateftd  emotions  which  the  new  and  y^xj  distiii- 
gni^ed  proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-GitiaeDS, 
evinced  by  my  re-election  to  this  high  tmst,  has  ex- 
cited in  my  IxMom.  The  approbation  which  it  aa- 
noonoes  of  my  conduct,  in  the  pfeoedmff  tenn,  affiads 
me  a  oonsolation  which  I  shall  profoundly  feel  through 
life.  The  general  accord  with  'vChich  it  has  been  ex- 
pressed, adds  to  the  great  and  never-ceasing  obliga- 
tions which  it  imposes.  To  merit  the  continnanoe  of 
this  good  opinion,  and  to  carry  it  with  me  into  my 
retirement,  as  the  solace  df  advancing  years,  will  be 
the  object  of  my  most  zealous  and  unceasing  efforts. 

Having  no  pretension  to  the  high  and  commanding 
claims  of  my  predecettors,  whose  names  are  so  much 
more  conspicaoosly  identified  with  onr  RevolntioD, 
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aaid  who  ooDtribated  lo  pre-eminenHy  to  pxomote  its 
ncoeae,  I  consider  myself  rather  as  the  instrament 
than  tbe  cause  of  the  nmon  which  has  pierailed  in 
the  late  eleetion.  In  saxmoaating,  in  faTor  of  my 
Iramble  pretensions,  the  difficulties  which  so  often 
prodnoe  dmsion  in  like  oocurrences,  it  is  ohvioos  that 
odier  powerful  causes,  indicating  the  great  strong 
and  stability-  of  oar  Union,  have  essentially  coutnb- 
vied  to  dzftw  yon  together.  That  these  powerfhl 
eanses  exist,  and  ih&t  they  are  pennanent,  is  my 
fixed  opinion ;  that  they  may  prodnoe  a  like  accoinl 
in  an  qoestions,  tonching,  however  remotely,  the 
Ebeity,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  onr  country,  will 
always  be  the  object  of  my  most  fervent  prayers  to 
the  Supreme  Author  of  all  good. 

In  a  Govermnent  which  is  founded  by  the  people, 
who  posseas  exdusiTely  the  sovereignty,  it  seems 
proper  tiiat  the  person  who  may  be  placed  by  their 
snffiagea  in  this  high  trust,  should  declare,  on  com- 
mendng  its  duties,  the  principles  on  which  he  intends 
to  oondoet  the  Administration.  If  the  person,  thus 
dected,  has  served  the  prece^ng  term,  an  oppor- 
tonity  is  afforded  him  to  review  its  principal  occnr- 
icneea,  and  to  give  such  further  explanation  respect- 
ing them  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  nseftd  to  his 
eonetitaenta.  The  events  of  one  year  have  influence 
on  tiboee  of  another;  and,  in  like  manner,  of  a  pre- 
ceding on  the  succeeding  Administration.  The  move- 
mentB  of  a  great  nation  are  connected  in  all  their 
parti.  If  eixors  have  been  committed,  they  ought  to 
be  oocrected;  if  the  policy  is  sound,  it  ought  to  be 
supported.  It  is  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
whole  snlgect  that  our  fellow-citieens  are  enabled  to 
judge  conectly  of  the  past,  and  to  give  a  proper 
diTBCtion  to  Ihe  future. 

Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  last  term, 
the  United  States  had  concluded  a  war  with  a  very 
powerful  nation,  on  conditions  equal  and  honorable 
to  both  parties.  The  events  of  that  war  are  too  re- 
cent, and  too  deeply  impressed  on  the  memory  of  all, 
to  require  a  development  from  me.  Our  commerce 
had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  driven  fiom  the  sea; 
our  Atiantic  and  inland  firontiers  were  invaded  in 
ahnoat  every  part;  tiie  waste  of  life  along  onr  coast, 
and  on  acme  parts  of  our  inland  frontiers,  to  the  de- 
fence of  iHdch  our  gallant  and  patriotic  citizens  were 
calkd,  was  inomense;  in  addition  to  which,  not  less 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millionfl  of  dollars 
were  added  at  its  end  to  the  publio  debt. 

As  soon  as  the  war  had  terminated,  the  nation, 
m^numimhtA  by  its  cvents,  resolved  to  place  itself  in 
a  Btnatiron  which  should  be  better  calculated  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  a  like  evil,  and,  in  case  it 
Aoald  vecnr,  to  mitigate  its  calamities.  With  this 
view,  after  reducing  our  land  ibroe  to  the  basb  of  a 
peace  establishment  wluch  has  been  further  modified 
once,  proviaon  was  made  for  the  construction  of  for^ 
tifiealaons  at  proper  points,  through  the  whole  extent 
cf  our  ooas^  and  such  an  augmentation  of  our  naval 
finoe,  as  should  be  weU  adapted  to  both  purposes. 
The  laws,  making  tiiis  provision,  were  passed  in 
1815  and  1816,  and  it  has  been  since,  the  constant 
effort  of  the  Executive  to  carry  them  into  effect 

The  advantage  of  these  fortifications,  and  of  an 
anipnented  naval  force,  in  the  extent  contemplated, 
m  point  of  economy,  has  been  fully  illustratea,  by  a 
rnort  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  Naval  Gom- 
BUssioaerB,  lately  conmiunicated  to  Congress,  by 
which  it  ^ypears,  that  in  an  invasion  by  twenty 
**^*innnil  men,  with  a  oocrespondent  naval  force,  in 


a  campaign  of  six  months  only,  the  whole  expense 
of  the  construction  of  the  works  would  be  defrayed 
by  the  difference  in  the  sum  necessary  to  maintain 
the  force  which  would  be  adequate  to  our  defence 
With  the  aid  of  those  works,  and  that  which  would  be 
incurred  without  them.  The  reason  of  this  differ- 
ence is  obvious.  If  fortifications  are  judiciously 
placed  on  our  great  inlets,  as  distant  from  our  cities 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  they  wiQ  form  the  only 
points  of  attack,  and  the  enemy  will  be  detained 
there  by  a  small,  regular  force,  a  sufficient  time  to 
enable  our  militia  to  collect,  and  repair  to  that  on 
which  the  attack  is  made.  A  force  adequate  to  the 
enemy,  collected  at  that  ringle  pomt,  with  suitable 
preparation  for  such  others  as  might  be  menaced,  is 
all  that  would  be  requisite.  But,  if  there  were  no 
fortifications,  then  the  enemy  mi^t  go  where  he 
pleased,  and,  changing  his  position,  and  sailing  from 
place  to  place,  onr  force  must  be  called  out  and 
spread  in  vast  numbers  along  the  whole  coast,  and 
on  both  sides  of  every  bay  and  river,  as  high  up  in 
each  as  it  might  be  navigable  fbr  ships  of  war.  By 
these  fortifications,  supported  by  onr  navy,  to  which 
they  would  afford  like  support,  we  should  present  to 
other  powers  an  armed  front  from  St  Croix  to  the 
Sabine,  which  would  protect,  in  the  event  of  war, 
our  whole  coast  and  interior  from  invadon ;  and  even 
in  the  wars  of  other  powers,  in  which  we  were  neu- 
tral, they  would  be  found  eminentiy  useful,  as,  by 
keeping  their  publio  ships  at  a  distance  from  our 
cities,  peace  and  order  in  them  would  be  preserved, 
and  the  Government  be  protected  from  insult 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  these  measures 
have  not  been  resorted  to  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
other  powers.  Such  a  disposition  does  not  exist 
towards  any  power.  Peace  and  good  will  have  been, 
and  will  hereafter  be,  cultivated  with  all,  and  by  the 
most  faithful  regard  to  justice.  They  have  been 
dictated  by  a  love  of  peace,  of  economy,  and  an  ear- 
nest desire  to  save  the  lives  of  our  fisllow-citizens 
from  that  destruction,  and  our  country  from  that  de- 
vastation, which  are  inseparable  from  war,  when  it 
finds  us  unprepared  for  it.  It  is  believed,  and  expe- 
rience has  shown,  that  such  a  preparation  is  the  best 
expedient  that  can  be  resorted  to,  to  prevent  war. 
I  add  with  much  pleasure,  that  considerable  progress 
has  already  been  made  in  these  measures  of  defence, 
and  that  they  will  be  completed  in  a  few  years, 
considering  the  great  extent  and  importance  of  the 
object,  if  the  plan  be  zealously  and  steadily  perse- 
vered in. 

The  conduct  of  the  (jK>venmient,  m  what  relates  to 
foreign  powers,  is  always  an  object  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  nation.  Ite  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  fisheries,  revenue ;  in  short,  its  peace, 
may  all  be  aflboted  by  it  Attention  is,  therefore, 
due  to  this  subject 

At  the  period  adverted  to,  the  powers  of  Europe, 
after  having  been  engaged  in  long  and  destructive 
wars  with  each  other,  hi^  conclud^  a  peace,  which 
happily  stQl  exists.  Our  peace  with  the  power  with 
whom  we  had  been  engaged,  had  also  been  oon- 
oluded.  The  war  between  Spam  and  the  colonics  hi 
South  America,  which  had  commenced  many  years 
before,  was  then  tiie  only  conflict  that  remained  un- 
settied.  This  being  a  contest  between  difierent  parts 
of  the  same  communis,  in  which  other  powers  had 
not  interfered,  was  not  affected  by  their  accommo- 
dations. 

This  contest  was  considered,  at  an  early  stagey 
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bj  mj  predecessor,  a  ciyil  war,  in  which  the  parties 
were  entitled  to  eqnal  rights  in  our  ports.  This  de- 
cision, the  first  made  bj  any  power,  being  formed  on 
great  consideration  of  the  comparatiTe  strength  and 
resources  of  the  parties,  the  length  of  time,  and  sno- 
cessfnl  opposition  made  bj  the  colonies,  and  of  all 
other  oiromnstances  on  which  it. ought  to  depend, 
was  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations.  Con- 
gress has  invariably  acted  on  this  prindple,  having 
made  no  change  in  our  relations  with  either  party. 
Our  attitude  has,  therefore,  been  that  of  neutrality 
between  them,  which  has  been  maiotained  by  the 
Government  with  the  strictest  impartiaUty.  No  aid 
has  been  afforded  to  either,  nor  has  any  privilege 
been  enjoyed  by  the  one,  which  has  not  been  equaUy 
open  to  the  other  party ;  and  every  exertion  has  been 
inade  in  its  power,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
laws  prohibiting  illegal  equipments,  with  equal  rigor 
against  both. 

By  this  equality  between  the  parties,  their  public 
vessels  have  been  received  in  our  ports  on  the  same 
footing ;  they  have  enjoyed  an  equal  ri§^t  to  pux^ 
chase  and  export  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  eveiy 
other  supply — ^the  e:qx>rtation  of  all  articles  whatever 
being  permitted  under  laws  which  were  passed  long 
before  the  commencement  of  the  contest ;  our  citixens 
have  traded  equally  with  both,  and  their  commerce 
with  each  has  been  alike  protected  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Respecting  the  attitude  which  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  United  States  to  maintain  hereafter  bc^een  the 
parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opinr 
ion,  that  the  neutrality  heretofore  observed  should 
still  be  adhered  to.  From  the  change  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain,  and  the  negotiation  now  depending, 
invited  by  the  Cortes  and  accepted  by  the  colonies,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  their  differences  will  be  settled 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  colonies.  Should  the 
war  be  continued,  the  United  States,  regarding  its 
occurrences,  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
adopt  such  measures  respecting  it  as  theur  honor  and 
interest  may  require. 

Shortly  after  the  general  peace,  a  band  of  adven- 
turers took  advanta^  of  this  conflict,  and  of  the  fa- 
cility which  it  afforded,  to  establish  a  system  of  buc- 
caneering in  the  neighboring  seas,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and, 
as  was  represented,  of  that  of  other  powers.  Of  this 
spirit,  and  of  its  injurious  bearing  on  the  United 
States,  strong  proofs  were  afforded  by  the  establish- 
ment at  Amelia  Island,  and  the  puiposes  to  which  it 
was  made  instrumental  by  this  band  in  1817,  and 
by  the  occurrences  which  took  place  in  other  parts 
of  Florida,  in  1818,  the  details  of  which,  in  both  in- 
stances, are  too  well  known  to  require  to  be  now  re- 
cited. I  am  satisfied  had  a  less  decisive  course  been 
adopted,  that  the  worst  consequences  would  have 
resulted  from  it  We  have  seen  that  these  checks, 
decisive  as  they  were,  were  not  sufficient  to  crush 
that  piratical  spirit  Many  culprits  brought  within 
our  Umits,  have  been  condemned  to  sufier  death,  the 
puniahment  due  to  that  atrocious  crime.  The  deci- 
sions of  upright  and  en%htened  tribunals  fall  equally 
on  all,  whose  crimes  subject  them,  by  a  fair  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  to  its  censure.  It  belongs  to 
the  Executive  not  to  suffer  the  executions,  under 
these  decisions,  to  transcend  the  great  purpose  for 
which  punishment  is  neoessaiy.  The  full  benefit  of 
example  being  secured,  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
equally  forbids  that  they  should  he  carried  further. 


I  have  acted  on  this  principle,  pardoning  those  who 
appear  to  have  been  led  astray  by  i|gnoraoce  of  the 
criminality  of  the  acts  they  had  committed,  and 
snffeiinff  the  law  to  take  effect  cm  those  only  in 
whose  favor  no  extenuating  drcnmstanoea  could  be 
urged. 

Great  coofidenoe  is  entertained  that  the  trealj 
with  Spain,  which  has  been  ratified  by  both  the 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  whereof  have  been  ex- 
changed, has  placed  the  relations  of  the  two  oonntries 
on  a  basLB  of  permanent  friendship.  The  provision 
made  by  it  for  such  of  our  citixens  as  have  claims  on 
Spain,  of  the  character  described,  will,  it  ib  pre- 
sumed, be  veiy  satisfactoiy  to  them ;  and  the  b«m- 
daxy  which  is  established  between  the  territories  of 
the  parties,  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  heretafore  in 
dispute,  has,  it  is  thought,  been  settied  on  oonditiooa 
just  and  advantageous  to  both.  But,  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Florida,  too  much  importance  cannot  be  at- 
tached. It  secures  to  the  United  States  a  territory 
important  in  itself  and  whose  importance  is  mu^ 
increased  by  its  bearing  on  many  of  the  hi^^st  in- 
terests of  ,ti^e  Union.  It  opens  to  several  of  the 
neighboring  States  a  free  passage  to  the  ooeaa, 
throng^  the  province  ceded,  by  several  rivers^  having 
their  sources  high  up  within  their  limits.  It  se- 
cures us  against  all  future  annoyanoe  from  powerfol 
Indian  tribes.  It  gives  us  several  excellent  harbors 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  ships  of  war  of  the  largest 
size.  It  covers,  by  its  position  in  the  Gul(  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  other  great  waters  within  our  extended 
limits,  and  thereby  enables  the  United  States  to 
afford  complete  protection  to  the  vast  and  very  val- 
uable productions  of  our  whole  Western  country, 
which  find  a  market  through  those  streams. 

By  a  treaty  with  the  British  Government,  beariz^ 
date  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  the  convention  regulating  the 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  concluded  on  the  third  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  which  was  about  expiring, 
was  revived  and  continued  for  the  term  of  ten  yean 
from  the  time  of  its  expiration.  By  that  treaty,  also^ 
the  differences  which  had  arisen  mider  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent^  respecting  the  right  claimed  by  the  United 
States  for  their  citizens,  to  take  and  cure  fish  on  the 
coast  of  His  Britannic  Mi^esty's  dominions  in  Ameri- 
ca, with  other  differences  on  important  interest^ 
were  adjusted,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 
No  agreement  has  yet  been  entered  into  req^ting 
the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  dominions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  this 
continent  The  restraints  imposed  on  that  oom- 
meroe  by  Great  Britain,  and  reciprocated  by  the 
United  States,  on  a  principle  of  defence^  continoa 
still  in  force. 

The  negotiation  with  France  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  oonntries, 
which,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  had  been  oom- 
menced  at  Paris,  has  since  been  transferred  to  this 
city,  and  will  be  pursued,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  with  an  eai^ 
nest  desire  that  it  may  terminate  in  an  arrangement 
satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

Our  relations  with  the  Barbaxy  powers  are  pra- 
served  in  the  same  state,  and  by  the  same  meanSi 
that  were  employed  when  I  came  into  this  office. 
As  early  as  1801,  it  was  found  neoessaiy  to  send  a 
squadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  protectksi 
of  our  commerce,  and  no  period  has  intervened,  a 
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abort  time  ezoeptad,  when  it  was  thought  advisahle 
to  wi&draw  it.  The  great  interast  which  the  United 
States  have  in  the  Pacific,  in  oommeroe,  and  in  the 
^fisheries,  have  also  made  it  necessary  to  maintain  a 
naval  force  there.  In  disposing  of  this  foroe,  in  both 
instances,  the  most  efifectnal  measnzes  in  onr  power 
have  been  taken,  without  interfering  with  its  other 
duties,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  of 
piracy,  in  the  neighboring  seas. 

The  sitnation  of  the  United  States,  in  regaid  to 
iheir  resources,  the  extent  of  their  revenue,  and  the 
ftcility  with  which  it  is  raised,  aflbrds  a  most  grati- 
fying spectacle.  The  payment  of  nearly  sixty-seven 
millions  of  dollars  of  Ihe  public  debt,  with  the  great 
progress  made  in  measures  of  defence,  and  in  other 
improvements  of  various  kinds,  since  the  late  war, 
are  conclusive  proofs  of  this  extraordinary  prosperity, 
eqiecially  when  it  is  recollected  that  these  expendi- 
tures have  been  defrayed,  without  a  burden  on  the 
people,  the  direct  tax  Mid  excise  having  been  repealed 
soon  afler  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  and  the 
revenue  applied  to  these  great  objects  having  been 
raised  in  a  manner  not  to  be  felt  Our  great  re- 
sources, therefore,  remain  untouched,  for  any  pur- 
pose which  may  a£fect  the  vital  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. For  all  such  purposes  they  are  inexhaustible. 
They  are  more  especiaDy  to  be  found  in  the  virtue, 
patriotism,  and  intelligence,  of  our  feUow-citizens, 
and  in  the  devotion  with  which  they  would  yield 
up,  by  any  just  measure  of  taxation,  all  their  p^op- 
er^  in  support  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  ooun- 

*ry. 

Under  the  present  depresmon  of  prices,  affecting  all 
the  productions  of  the  country,  and  every  branch  of 
industiy,  proceeding  from  causes  explained  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  the  revenue  has  considerably  dimin- 
ished ;  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  compel  Con- 
gress either  to  abandon  these  great  measures  of  de- 
fence, or  to  resort  to  loans  or  internal  taxes  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiencnr.  On  the  presumption  that  tUs 
depression,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  arising 
from  it,  would  be  temporary,  loans  were  authorised 
for  the  demands  of  the  last  and  present  year.  Anx- 
ious to  relieve  my  fellow-citizens  in  1817,  ftom  every 
burden  which  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  permitting  it,  I  reconmiended  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  knowing  that  such  relief 
was  then  peculiarly  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
gxeat  exertions  made  in  the  late  war.  I  made  that 
recommendation  under  a  pledge  that,  should  the 
public  exigencies  require  a  recurrence  to  them  at  any 
'  time  while  I  remuned  in  this  trust,  I  would,  with 
equal  promptitude,  perform  the  duty  which  would 
then  be  alike  incumbent  on  me.  By  the  experiment 
now  making  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  whether  the  revenue  shall  have  been  so 
augmented  as  to  be  adequate  to  all  these  necessary 
purposes.  Should  the  deficiency  still  continue,  and 
eipecially  should  it  be  probable  that  it  would  be  per- 
manent, the  course  to  be  pursued  appears  to  me  to 
be  obvious.  I  am  satisfied  that,  under  oertun  cir- 
cumstances, loans  may  be  resorted  to  with  great  ad- 
vantage. I  am  equaUy  well  satisfied,  as  a  general 
rule,  that  the  demands  of  the  current  year,  e^oially 
in  time  of  peace,  should  be  provided  for  by  the  rev- 
enue of  that  year.  I  have  never  dreaded,  nor  have 
I  ever  shunned,  in  any  situation  in  which  I  have 
beea  placed,  making  appeals  to  the  virtue  and  pa- 
triotism of  my  fellow'Citizens,  well  knowing  that  they 
oould  never  be  made  in  vain,  especially  in  times  of 


great  emergency,  or  for  purposes  of  high  national 
importance.  Independentiy  of  the  exigency  of  the 
case,  many  considermtions  of  great  weight  urge  a 
policy  having  in  view  a  provision  of  revenue  to  meet, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  demands  of  the  nation,  with- 
out relying  altogether  on  the  precarious  resource  of 
foreign  commerce.  I  am  satisfied  that  internal  du- 
ties and  excises,  with  corresponding  imposts  on  for- 
eign articles  of  the  same  kind,  would,  without  impos- 
ing any  serious  burdens  on  the  people,  enhance  the 
price  of  produce,  promote  oormanufectures,  and  aug- 
ment the  revenue,  at  the  same  time  that  they  made 
it  more  secure  and  permanent. 

The  care  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  hmita 
has  long  been  an  essential  part  of  our  system,  but, 
unfortunately,  it  has  not  been  executed  in  a  manner 
to  accomplish  all  the  objects  intended  by  it.  We 
have  treated  them  as  independent  nations  without 
their  having  any  substantial  pretenaon  to  that  rank. 
The  distincti<m  has  flattered  their  pride,  retarded 
their  improvement,  and,  in  many  instances,  paved 
the  way  to  their  destruction.  The  progress  of  onr 
setdements  westward,  supported  as  they  are  by  a 
dense  population,  has  constantiy  driven  them  back, 
with  almost  the  total  sacrifice  of  the  lands  which 
they  have  been  compelled  to  abandon.  They  have 
diJins  on  the  magnanimity,  and,  I  may  a^d,  on  the 
justice  of  this  nation,  which  we  must  all  feel.  We 
should  become  their  real  bene&ctors,  we  should  per- 
form the  office  of  theb  Great  Father,  the  endearing 
titie  which  they  emphatically  ^ve  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  our  Union.  Their  sovereignty  over  vast 
territories  should  cease,  in  lieu  of  which  the  right  of 
soil  diould  be  secured  to  each  individual,  and  his 
posterity,  in  competent  portions,  and  for  the  terri- 
tory thus  ceded  by  each  tribe  some  reasonable  equiva- 
lent should  be  granted,  to  be  vested  in  permanent 
funds  for  the  support  of  civil  government  over  them, 
and  for  the  education  of  their  children,  for  their  in- 
struction in  the  arts  of  husbandly,  and  to  provide  sus- 
tenance for  them  until  they  oould  provide  it  for  them- 
selves. My  earnest  hope  is,  that  Congress  will  digest 
some  plan,  founded  on  these  principles,  with  such  im- 
provements as  their  wisdom  may  suggest,  and  cany 
it  into  effect  as  soon  as  it  may  by  practicable. 

Europe  is  again  unsettled,  and  the  prospect  of  war 
increasing.  Should  the  flame  light  up  in  any  quarter, 
how  far  it  may  extend  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  It 
is  our  peculiar  felicity  to  be  Altogether  unconnected 
with  the  causes  whidi  produce  tms  menacing  aspect 
elsewhere.  With  every  power  we  are  in  perfect 
amity,  and  it  is  our  interest  to  remain  so,  if  it  be 
practicable  on  just  conditions.  I  see  no  reasonable 
cause  to  apprehend  variance  with  any  power,  unless 
it  proceed  from  a  violation  of  our  maritime  rightsi 
In  these  contests,  should  they  ooour,  and  to  what- 
ever extent  they  may  be  carried,  we  shall  be  nen- 
tral ;  but  as  a  neutral  power  we  have  rights  which 
it  is  our  duty  to  maintain.  For  light  injuries  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  us  to  seek  redress  in  a  spirit  of 
amity,  in  ftill  confidence  that,  ii^juring  none,  none 
would  knowingly  injure  us.  For  more  imminent 
dangers  we  should  be  prepared,  and  it  should  always 
be  recollected  that  such  preparation,  adapted  to  the 
circumstances,  and  sanctioned  by  the  judgment  and 
wishes  of  our  constituents,  cannot  fiiil  to  lutve  a  good 
efieot,  in  averting  dangers  of  every  kind.  We  should 
recollect  also  that  the  season  of  peaoe  is  best  adapted 
to  these  preparations. 

If  we  turn  our  attention,  foUow-eitiians,  more  im* 
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mediately  to  ihe  intenial  ooncerns  of  oox  coimtiy, 
and  more  espeoiiUly  to  those  on  which  its  future  wel- 
fare depends,  we  have  evexy  reason  to  anticipate  the 
happiest  resultsL  It  is  now  raiher  more  ihan  forty- 
four  years  since  we  declared  our  independenoe,  and 
thirty-seven  sioce  it  was  acknowledged.  The  talents 
and  virtues  which  were  displayed  in  that  great 
struggle  were  a  sure  presage  of  all  that  has  since  fol- 
lowed. A  people  who  were  ahle  to  surmount  in 
their  infant  state  such  ^at  perils,  would  he  more 
competent  as  thev  rose  mto  manhood  to  repel  any 
which  they  meet  m  their  progress.  Their  jmysical 
strength  would  he  more  adequate  to  foreign  danger, 
and  the  practice  of  self-gOTemment^  aided  hy  the 
light  of  experienoe,  could  not  fail  to  produce  an  effect 
equally  salutary  on  all  those  questions  oooneoted  with 
the  internal  organization.  These  favorable  anticipa- 
tions have  been  realized.  In  our  whole  system,  Ka- 
tional  and  State,  we  have  shunned  all  the  defects 
which  unceasingly  preyed  on  the  vitals  and  destroy- 
ed the  ancient  repubUca  In  them  there  were  dis- 
tinct orders,  a  nobility  and  a  people,  or  the  people 
governed  in  one  assembly.  Thus,  in  the  one  in- 
stance there  was  a  perpetual  conflict  between  the 
orders  in  society  for  the  ascendency,  in  which  the 
victoiy  of  either  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Government  and  the  ruin  of  the  State.  In  the  other, 
in  which  the  people  governed  in  a  body,  and  whose 
dominions  seldom  ex^eded  the  dimensions  of  a  coun- 
ty in  one  of  our  States,  a  tumultuous  and  disorderly 
movement  permitted  only  a  transitory  exiatence.  In 
this  great  nation  there  is  but  one  order,  that  of  the 
people,  whose  power,  by  a  peculiarly  happy  improve- 
ment of  the  representative  principle,  is  transfexied 
from  them  without  impairing  in  the  slightest  degree 
their  soverpignty,  to  bodies  of  their  own  creation, 
and  to  persons  elected  by  themselves,  in  the  full  ex- 
tent necessaxy  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  free,  en- 
lighten^ and  efficient  Grovemment.  The  whole 
^stem  is  elective,  the  complete  sovereignty  being  in 
the  people,  and  every  officer  in  every  department  de- 
riving his  authority  from  and  being  reqionaible  to 
them  for  his  conduct. 

Our  career  has  oorreqponded  with  this  great  out- 
line. Perfection  in  our  oiganization  could  not  have 
been  expected  in  the  outset,  either  in  the  National 
or  State  Governments,  or  in  tracing  the  line  between 
their  respective  powersi  But  no  serious  conflict  has 
arisen,  nor  any  contest  but  such  as  are  managed  by 
argument,  and  by  a  fair  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  people ;  and  many  of  the  defects  which  experienoe 


had  dearly  demonttrated,  in  both  Govemmentshsve 
been  remedied.  By  steadily  pursuing  this  ooone,  in 
this  spirit,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  our 
system  will  soon  attain  the  highest  degree  Of  perfect 
tion  of  which  human  institutions  are  capable,  and  that 
the  movement,  in  all  its  branches,  will  exhibit  each 
a  degree  of  orier  and  harmony,  as  to  command  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  the  oiviliaed  worid. 

Our  physical  attainments  have  not  been  loss  emi- 
nent. Twenty-five>  years  ago  the  river  MisossipiM 
was  shut  up,  and  our  Western  brethren  had  no  oat- 
let  fbr  their  commerce.  What  has  been  the  pro- 
gress since  that  time?  The  river  has  not  only  be- 
come the  property  of  the  United  States  from  its 
source  to  tiie  ocean,  with  all  its  tributary  streamy 
(with  the  exception  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Bed 
Biver  only,)  but  Louisiana^  with  a  fair  and  liberal 
boundaiy  on  the  western  side,  and  the  Floridas  on  the 
eastern,  have  been  ceded  to  us.  The  United  Statee 
now  ei\)oy  the  complete  andtminterrupted  sovereignty 
over  the  n^le  territory  from  St  Croix  to  the  Sabme. 
New  States,  settied  from  among  ourselves  in  thii^ 
and  in  other  parts,  have  been  admitted  into  our  Union, 
in  equal  participation  in  the  national  aovereignty 
with  the  original  States.  Our  population  has  aug- 
mented in  an  astonishing  degree,  and  extended  in 
every  direction.  We  now,  feUow-citizens,  comprise 
witlun  our  limits  the  dimensions  and  faculties  of  a 
great  power,  under  a  Government  possessing  all  the 
enexgies  of  any  Government  ever  known  to  the  old 
world,  witii  an  utter  incapacity  to  0|^yresa  the 
people. 

Entering,  witii  these  views,  the  ofik^e  which  I  have 
just  solemnly  sworn  to  execute  with  fidelity,  and  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability,  I  derive  great  satisfaction 
from  a  knowledge  that  I  shall  be  assisted  in  the  seve- 
ral departments  by  the  very  enlightened  and  upit^t 
citizens  from  whom  I  have  received  so  much  aid  in 
the  preceding  term.  With  full  confidence  in  the 
contmuanoe  of  that  candor,  and  generous  indulgence, 
from  my  ftllow-citizens  at  large,  which  I  have  here- 
tofore experienced,  and,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  tiie 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  I  shall  forthwith  oom- 
menoe  the  duties  of  the  high  trust  to  which  you  have 
called  me. 

Daiobl  D.  Tompeinb  took  the  coDstitational 
oath  on  entering  his  second  term  of  servioe  in 
the  office  of  vioe  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  his  own  residence,  on  Saturday,  the 
third  instant. 
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SEVEirrEENTH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE   CITY  OF   WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER   8,  1821. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE  * 


Monday,  December  8, 1821. 
The  finstseasion  of  the  Seventeenth  Oonffress, 
conformably  to  the  Gonstitation  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  daj  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 

fbesbnt: 

Datid  L.  Mobhxll  and  John  F.  Pasrott,  from 
the  State  of  New  Hunpshire. 

Ele/ah  Boabdmah  and  Jahbs  Laijihan,  from 
Oonnecticnt. 

Jamxs  D'Wolv  and  Nkhsmiah  B.  Ekioht, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

WnxiAX  A.  Palmes  and  Horatio  Sxtmoub, 
frt>m  Vermont. 

RuTUB  Koro  and  Mabidt  Yah  Bubsn,  from 
Kew  York. 

Maklon  DioKXBSOir  and  Sahusl  L.  Soitth- 
ABD,  frxHn  New  Jersey. 

Waltkb  Lowbib,  from  Pennsylvania. 

James  Babboub  and  Jambs  Plbasants,  from 
Yiivinia. 

'Satkasikl  Maoob  and  Mobtfobt  Stokes, 
from  North  Carolina. 

JoHH  Gaillabd  and  Whjiam  Smith,  from 
Bonth  Carolina. 

RiCHABD  M.  Johnson,  from  Kentucky. 

JoHV  WnxiAMB  and  John  H.  Eaton,  firom 
TeoDeaaee. 

Benjamtn  Ruooles,  from  Ohio. 


#IJST  OF  MEMBEB8  OF  THB  8EKATB. 
Ifafaft    Joha  Chttidler,  John  Holmes. 
JTmoBdmpMr^.'-BKvid  L.  Morrill,  John  F.  Pcrrott 
Mama^mmtU.—HaniBon  Gray  Otla,  Elijah  H.  Milla. 
Bft0d«  IdamA-^MOM  JTWoU,  NehemUh  B.  Knight 
VtnmomL-^maiam  A.  Palmer,  Horatio  Beymoor. 
OmaeeMeiit— ElQah  Boardman,  James  Tinman. 
Mm0  Tork^-EatiaM  King,  Martin  Van  Baren. 
J<s»/««^.— Mahlon  Dteketson,  Samnel  L.  Bonthard. 
Fmtu^hania.—WtXUT  Lowrie,  William  Flndlay. 
/^rfofoarsi— Nicholaa  Tan  Dyke,  Ocsar  Angmtas  Bodney; 
JKvYlMdL— Edwaid  Lloyd,  WUllam  Plnkney. 


James  Bbown  and  Hekby  Johnson,  from 
Lonisiana. 

James  Noble  and  Walleb  Tatlob,  from  In* 
diana. 

David  Holmes  and  Thomas  H.  WnJiAMS, 
from  MississippL 

Jessb  B.  Thomas,  from  Illinois. 

John  Ghandlbb  and  John  Holmbs^  from 
Maine. 

David  Babton,  from  Missouri. 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  temp<yre^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Elijah  Boabdman,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Connecticut,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  Hobatio  Setmottb,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  for  tiie  term  of  six  years,  commen- 
cing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last:  James 
D'Wolf,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ; 
Mabtin  Van  Bitbbn,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  last  March ;  John  Henbt  Eaton,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  six  yeara^ 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
David  Holmbs,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 


FZfV<fi^— James  Barboar,  James  Pleasants. 
Kifrth  OiroMfia.— Nathaniel  Maoon,  Montlbrt  Btoket. 
Bouih  tbroNfML-^ohn  GaUlard,  William  Bmith.  . 
Otcrgia.-^ohii  Elliot,  Nicholas  Ware. 
.^Uadofnow— William  BoAis  King. 
£<n»<s<ana.— James  Brown,  Henry  Johnson. 
lfl:ss<«s^f>pi.— David  Holmes,  Thomas  H.  Williams. 
refift«ssss.-"John  Williams,  John  H.  Eaton. 
Jrefil««fey.— Bichard  M.  Johnson,  Isham  Talbot 
OJUo.— Benjamin  Boggles,  William  A.  Trimble. 
/9MUaAa.<~James  Noble,  Waller  Taylor. 
iZMnoCs.— <Jesse  B.  Thomas,  Ninian  Edwards. 
JOssokHL— David  Barton,  Thomas  H.  Benton. 
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Legislature  of  the  State  of  MLasissippi,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  David  Babtok,  ap- 

gointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
tate  of  Missouri,  respectively  produced  their 
credentials,  which  were  read;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  them, 
and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Southabd,  Bahboitb,  Ruo- 
GLEfl,  and  Noble  ;  their  credentials  having  been 
read  and  filed  during  the  last  session. 

A  quorum  being  present — 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communica* 
tion  he  might  have  to  make. 

On  balloting  for  the  committee,  Messrs.  Ma- 
ooK,  of  North  Carolina,  and  E^ing,  of  New 
York,  were  appointed;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  December  4. 
IsHAM  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
took  his  seat  in  tne  Senate. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

Habbison  Gbay  Ons,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and 
have  elected  Philip  P.  Babbot7b,  one  of  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
their  Speaker,  and  Thomas  Doughbbty  their 
Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
They  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
to  join  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Macok  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
oommunication  to  the  two  Houses  this  day 

Preaidmi^B  Menage 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PUBSmSNT  OV  THE  UNITED  STATES  : 

FfSkm^cUvMiM  ofihA  Senate 

and  of  ike  Haute  of  H^^nKnlatives : 
The  progTMB  of  our  affain  nnoe  the  last  session 
has  been  rach  as  may  justly  be  claimed  and  expected, 
imder  a  GtoTermnent  deriTiog  all  its  powers  from  an 
enlightened  peopJe,  and  under  laws  formed  by  their 
repieaentativei,  on  great  oonsideratioD,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  promotion  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
their  ooDstitaents,    In  the  ezeoution  of  thoae  lawB» 


and  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  ConstitatioD  in  the 
Execntive,  unremitted  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
great  objects  to  which  they  extend.  In  the  concerns 
which  are  exclnsively  internal,  there  is  good  canse  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  result  The  laws  have  had  their 
due  operation  and  effect.  In  those  relating  to  foreign 
powers,  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  peace  and  amity 
are  preserved  wiUi  aU,  by  a  strict  observance,  on  both 
sides,  of  the  rights  of  each.  In  matters  touching 
oar  commercial  interoourse,  where  a  di£ference  of 
opinion  has  existed,  as  to  the  conditions  on  which  it 
shoold  be  placed,  each  party  has  pnrsned  its  own 
policy,  without  giving  jnst  cause  of  offence  to  the 
other.  In  this  annual  communication,  especially 
when  it  is  addressed  to  a  new  Congress,  the  whole 
scope  of  our  political  concerns  naturally  comes  into 
view ;  that  errors,  if  such  have  been  committed,  may 
be  corrected ;  that  defects,  which  have  become  mani- 
fest^ may  be  remedied ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
measores  which  were  adopted  on  due  deliberation, 
and  which  experience  has  shown  are  jnst  in  them- 
selves, and  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  should  be 
persevered  in  and  supported.  In  performinff  &is  ne- 
cessary and  very  important  duty,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
place  before  you,  on  its  merits,  every  subject  that  is 
thought  to  be  entitled  to  your  particidar  attention,  in 
as  distinct  and  clear  a  light  as  I  may  be  able. 

By  an  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1815,  so  much  of 
the  several  acts  as  imposed  higher  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels,  and  on  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  foreign  nations,  when  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels,  than  when  im- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  were  repealed, 
so  far  as  respected  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  the  nation  to  which  such  vessels  belonged,  on  the 
condition,  that  the  repeal  shoold  take  e&et  only  in 
favor  of  any  foreign  nation,  when  the  Execntive 
should  be  satisfied  that  such  discriminating  duties,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States,  h^  likewiae 
been  repealed  by  such  nation.  By  this  act  a  propo- 
aition  was  made  to  all  nations  to  place  our  oonuneroe 
with  each  on  a  basis  which,  it  was  presumed,  wcmld 
be  accftptable  to  all.  Every  nation  was  allowed  to 
bring  its  manufactures  and  productions  into  our  porta, 
and  to  take  the  manufactures  and  productions  of  the 
United  States  back  to  their  ports,  in  their  own  ves- 
sels, on  the  same  conditions  that  they  might  be  trana- 
ported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  re- 
turn, it  was  required  that  a  like  accommodation 
should  be  granted  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
in  the  ports  of  other  powers.  Hie  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted, or  prohibited  on  either  side,  formed  no  part  of 
the  proposed  arrangement.  Each  party  wonM  retain 
the  right  to  admit  or  pn^ibit  such  articles  from  the 
other,  as  it  thought  proper,  and  on  its  own  condi- 
tions. 

When  the  nature  of  the  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  every  other  country  was  taken 
into  view,  it  was  thought  that  this  proposition  would 
be  considered  fair,  and  even  Hberal,  by  eveiy  power. 
The  exports  of  the  United  States  oonsits  generally  of 
articles  of  the  first  necessity,  and  of  rude  materials 
in  demand  for  foreign  manufactories,  of  great  bulk, 
requiring  for  their  transportatioii  many  vessels,  the 
return  for  which,  in  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  any  foreign  country,  even,  when  dispowd  of  tiiere 
to  advantage,  may  be  brought  in  a  single  vessel. 
This  observation  is  the  more  especially  applicable  to 
those  countries  from  which  manufactures  alone  are 
imported,  but  it  implies  in  a  great  extent  to  the  £u* 
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ropean  dofninioim  of  ereiy  European  power,  and,  in 
a  certain  extent,  to  aU  the  colonies  of  those  powers. 
Bj  placiog,  then,  the  navigation  precisely  on  the 
same  ground,  in  the  tranroortation  of  exports  and 
imports  between  the  United  States  and  other  conn- 
tries^  it  was  presumed  that  all  was  offered  which 
ooold  be  desired.  It  seemed  to  he  the  only  propod- 
tian  which  oonid  be  devised,  which  would  retain 
even  the  aemblance  of  eqnali^  in  onr  favor. 

Many  considerations  of  great  weight,  gave  ns  a 
light  to  expect  that  this  commerce  should  be  extend- 
ed to  the  colonies,  as  well  as  to  the  European  domin- 
ioos,  of  other  powers.  With  ^e  latter,  especially 
with  countxiea  exdoaivelv  manufacturing,  the  advan- 
tage was  maolAstly  on  their  side.  An  indemnity  for 
that  loss  was  expected  from  a  trade  with  the  colonies, 
and,  widi  the  greater  reason,  as  it  was  known  that 
the  snppUes  which  the  colonies  derived  from  us  were 
of  the  highest  importance  to  them,  their  labor  being 
bestowed  with  so  much  greater  profit  in  the  culture 
of  other  articles ;  and  because,  likewise,  the  articles, 
of  which  ^oae  supplies  consisted,  formmg  so  laige  a 
propoirtion  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  were 
never  admitted  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Europe,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  great  emergency,  to  ayert  a  serious 
calamity.  When  no  article  is  admitted  which  is  not 
Teqnired  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  party  admitting 
it,  and  adnutted  then,  not  in  favor  of  any  particular 
eovmtiy,  to  the  disadvantage  of  others,  but  on  condi* 
tions  equally  applicable  to  all,  it  seems  just  that  the 
articles  thus  admitted  and  invited  should  be  carried 
thither  m  the  vessels  of  the  countiy  afibrding  such 
supply,  and  that  the  reciprocity  should  be  found  in  a 
eonrespondizig  aeoommodation  on  the  other  side.  By 
allowing  each  party  to  participate  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  sneh  supplies,  on  the  payment  of  equid  ton- 
nage, a  strong  proof  was  afforded  of  an  accommo- 
dating qozit.  To  abandon  to  it  the  tran^rtation 
of  the  whole,  would  be  a  sacrifice  which  ought  not 
to  be  expeeted.  The  demand,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, would  be  the  more  unreasonable,  iu  consider- 
ation  of  the  great  inequali^  existing  in  the  trade 
with  the  parent  countiy. 

Such  was  the  basis  of  onr  system,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  1815,  and  such  its  true  character.  In 
the  year  in  which  this  act  was  passed,  a  treaty  was 
eondnded  with  Great  Britun,  in  strict  conformity 
with  its  principles,  in  regard  to  her  European  domin- 
iooB.  To  her  colonies,  however,  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  this  continent,  it  was  not  extended,  the  Brit- 
vti  Government  claiming  the  exclusive  supply  of 
those  ookmies,  and  fr(xn  our  own  ports,  and  oi*  the 
ptoduclions  of  the  colonies  in  return,  in  our  own  veft- 
sda.  To  this  claim  the  United  States  could  not  as- 
sent, and,  in  consequence,  each  party  suspended  the 
iBtaicoarse  in  the  vessels  of  the  other,  by  a  prohibi- 
tion, which  stUl  exists. 

Ibe  same  conditions  were  offered  to  France,  but 
notaceepted.  Her  Government  has  demanded  other 
eoBditaoos  more  favorable  to  her  navigation,  and 
which  sboold  also  give  extraordinazy  encouragement 
to  her  manufactures  and  productions  in  ports  of  the 
United  States.  To  these  it  was  thought  improper  to 
accede,  and,  in  consequence,  the  restrictive  regula- 
tions, which  had  been  adopted  on  her  part,  being 
eoontenrailed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the 
direct  oommcroe  between  the  two  countries,  in  the 
Tesnb  of  each  party,  has  been  in  a  great  measure 
aapended.  It  is  m^ch  to  be  regretted,  that,  although 
a  negotiation  has  been  long  p^ing,  such  is  the  di- 


versi^  of  views  entertained,  on  the  various  points 
which  have  been  brought  into  discussion,  that  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable  prospect  of  its 
early  conclusion. 

iU  little  cause  has  the  Government  of  France  to 
complain  of  the  seizure  of  the  Apollo,  and  the  remov- 
al of  other  vessels,  from  the  waters  of  the  St.  Mary's. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that  eveiy  nation  has  a  right 
to  regulate  its  commercial  system  as  it  thinks  fit,  and 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  its  revenue,  provided  it 
be  done  without  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  other 
powers.  The  violation  of  its  revenue  laws  is  an 
offence  which  all  nations  punish — the  punishment 
of  which  gives  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
power  to  which  the  ofibnders  belong,  provided  it  be 
extended  to  all  equally.  In  this  case,  eveiy  circum- 
stance which  occurred  indicated  a  &Led  purpose  to 
violate  our  revenue  laws.  Had  the  party  intended 
to  have  pursued  a  fair  trade,  he  would  have  entered 
our  ports,  and  paid  the  duties ;  or,  had  he  intended 
to  carry  on  a  le^timate  circuitous  commerce  with 
the  United  States,  he  would  have  entered  the  port  of 
some  other  power,  landed  his  goods  at  the  custpm- 
house  according  to  law,  and  reshipped  and  sent  them 
in  the  vessel  of  such  power,  or  of  some  other  power 
which  might  lawfidly  bring  them,  free  from  such 
duties,  to  a  port  of  the  United  States.  But  the  con- 
duct of  the  party  in  this  case  was  altogether  dlfferont 
He  entered  the  river  St.  Maxy's,  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Florida,  and  took  his 
position  on  the  Spanish  side,  on  which,  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river,  thcro  was  no  town,  no  port,  no 
custom-house,  and  scarcely  any  settlement  His  pur« 
pose,  therefore,  was  not  to  sell  his  goods  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Florida,  but  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  exchange  for  their  productions,  which  could  not 
be  done  without  a  direct  and  palpable  breach  of  our 
laws.  It  is  known  that  a  regular  systematic  plan 
had  been  formed  by  certain  persons  for  the  violation 
of  onr  revenue  system,  which  made  it  the  more  ne- 
cessaxy  to  check  the  proceeding  in  its  commence- 
ment. 

That  the  unsettied  bank  of  a  river  so  remote  from 
the  Spanish  garrisons  and  population  could  give  no 
protection  to  any  party,  in  such  a  practice,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations. 
It  would  not  have  comported  with  a  friendly  policy, 
in  Spain  herself,  to  have  established  a  custom-house 
there,  unoe  it  could  have  subserved  no  other  purpose 
than  to  elude  our  revenue  law.  But,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  did  not  adopt  that  measure.  On  the 
contraty,  it  is  understood  that  tiie  Captain  General 
of  Cuba,  to  whom  an  application  to  that  effect  was 
made,  by  these  adventurers,  had  not  acceded  to  it. 
The  condition  of  those  provinces  for  many  years  be- 
fore they  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  need  not, 
now,  be  dwelt  on.  Inhabited  by  di£ferent  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  an  inroad  for  evety  kind  of  adventurer, 
the  jurisdiction  of  Spain  may  be  said  to  have  been, 
almost  exclusively,  confined  to  her  garrisons.  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  extend  to  places  where  she  had  no 
anthori^.  The  rules,  therefore,  applicable  to  settled 
countries,  governed  by  laws,  could  not  be  deemed  so 
to  the  deserts  of  Florida,  and  to  the  occurrences 
there.  It  merits  attention,  also,  that  the  territory 
had  then  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a 
treaty,  the  ratification  of  which  had  not  been  refused, 
and  which  has  since  been  performed.  Under  any 
cireumstances,  therefore,  Spidn  became  less  respon- 
sible for  such  acts  committed  there,  and  the  United 
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States  more  at  liberty  to  exercise  authority  to  pre- 
veot  so  great  a  mischief.  The  conduct  of  ^lis  Gov- 
emment  haa,  in  every  instance,  been  oonoiliatoiy 
and  friendly  to  France.  The  constrnotion  of  oar  rer- 
enne  law,  its  application  to  the  cases  which  have 
formed  the  gronnd  of  such  serioos  oomplaint  on  her 
part,  and  the  order  to  the  Collector  of  St.  Maxys,  in 
accord  with  it,  were  given  two  years  before  these 
cases  occurred,  and  in  reference  to  a  breach  which 
was  attempted  by  the  subjects  dT  another  power. 
The  application,  tiierefore,  to  the  case  in  question, 
was  inevitable.  As  soon  as  the  treaty,  by  which 
these  provinces  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  was 
ratified,  and  all  danger  of  further  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws  ceased,  an  order  was  given  for  the  release 
of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  sei^d,  and  for  the  dis- 
mission of  the  libel  which  had  been  instituted  against 
her. 

The  principles  of  this  system  of  reciprocity,  found- 
ed on  the  law  of  the  8d  of  March,  1815,  have  been 
since  carried  into  efl^  with  the  kingdoms  of  the 
Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  with  Hamburg, 
Bremen,  Lubeck,  and  Oldenburg,  with  a  provision 
made  by  subsequent  laws,  in  regard  to  the  Nether- 
lands, Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen,  that  such 
produce  and  manufactures,  as  could  only  be,  or  most 
usually  were,  first  shipped  from  the  ports  of  those 
countries,  the  same  being  imnorted  in  vessels  wholly 
belonging  to  their  subjects,  snould  be  considered  and 
admitted  as  their  own  manufactures  and  productions. 

The  Grovemment  of  Norway  has,  by  an  ordinance, 
opened  the  ports  of  that  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
&ing  of  Sweden,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties  than 
are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  from  whatever  place 
arriving,  and  with  whatever  articles  laden.  They 
have  requested  the  reciprocal  aUowanoes  for  the  vea- 
sels  of  Norway  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  As 
this  privilege  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  act  of 
the  8d  of  March,  1815,  and  can  only  be  granted  by 
Congress,  and  as  it  may  involve  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  other  nations,  the 
subject  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

I  have  presented  thus  fully  to  your  view  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  other  powers,  that,  seeing 
them  in  detail  with  each  power,  and  knowing  the 
basis  on  which  they  rest^  Congress  may,  in  its  wis- 
dom, decide  whether  any  change  ought  to  be  made, 
and  if  any,  in  what  respect.  If  this  basis  is  unjust 
or  xmreasonable,  surely  it  ought  to  be  abandozied  ; 
but  if  it  be  just  and  reasonable,  and  any  change  in  it 
will  make  concessions  subversive  of  equality,  and 
tending  in  its  consequences  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  prosperity,  then  the  reasons  are  equally  strong, 
for  adhering  to  the  ground  already  taken,  and  sup- 
porting it  by  such  further  regulations  as  may  ^»pear 
to  be  proper,  should  any  additional  support  be  found 
necessary. 

The  question  concerning  the  construction  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  been,  by  a 
joint  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  Court  of  St  Petersburg, 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  The  result  of  that  submisdon 
has  not  yet  been  received.  The  Conmiissioners  un- 
der the  fif^  article  of  that  treaty  not  having  been 
able  to  agree  upon  their  decision,  their  reports  to  the 
two  Governments,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  may  be  expected  at  an  early  day.    . 

With  Spain,  the  treaty  of  Febmaiy  22, 1819,  has 


been  partly  carried  into  execution.  Possession  of 
£ast  and  West  Florida  has  been  ^ven  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  officers  charged  with  that  service,  by 
an  order  from  His  Catholic  Majesty,  delivered  by  fait 
Mmister  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  transmitted 
by  a  special  agent  to  tlie  Captain  General  of  Cuba^ 
to  whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  those  provinces  was  vested,  have  not  only 
omitted,  in  contravention  of  the  order  of  their  Sover- 
eign, the  performance  of  the  express  stipulation,  to 
deliver  over  the  archives  and  documents  relating  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  of  those  province^  all 
of  which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  delivmd, 
either  before  or  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn, 
but  defeated,  smce,  every  eflfort  of  tha  United  States 
to  obtain  them,  especially  those  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. This  omission  has  given  rise  to  several  in- 
cidents of  a  painful  nature,  the  character  of  which 
will  be  ftdly  disclosed  by  the  documents  which  wiU 
be  hereafter  communicated.* 

la  every  other  circumstance,  the  law  of  the  3d  of 
Maroh  last,  for  carrying  into  effect  that  treaty,  hat 
been  duly  attended  to.  For  the  execution  of  that 
part  whidi  preserved  in  force,  for  the  afPrenxmmX  of 
the  inhalants,  for  ^e  term  specified,  all  the  dvil, 
military,  'and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  ex- 
isting Government  of  those  provinces,  an  adequate 
number  of  officers,  as  was  presumed,  were  appointed, 
and  ordered  to  their  respective  stations.  Both  prov- 
inces were  formed  into  one  territory,  and  a  Govern- 
or i^pointed  for  it ;  but,  in  consideratbn  of  the  pr»> 
existing  division,  and  of  the  distance  and  difficulty  of 
communication  between  Pensacola,  the  rendence  of 
the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  and  St;  Augustine, 
that  of  the  Governor  of  East  Florida,  at  which  j^laoea 
the  inconsideraUe  population  of  each  province  waa 
principally  collected,  two  Secretaries  were  i^ypointed, 
the  one  to  reside  at  Pensacola,  and  the  other  at  St. 
Augustine.  Due  attention  was  likewise  paid  to  tha 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating 
to  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade,  which  were  ex- 
tended to  these  provinces.  The  whole  territory  waa 
divided  into  three  collection  districts,  that  part  lying 
between  the  river  St  Mary's  and  Cape  Flonda,  form- 
ing one ;  that  from  the  Cape  to  the  Apalachioola, 
another ;  and  that  from  the  Apalachicola  to  the  Per- 
dido,  the  third.  To  these  districU  the  usual  number 
of  revenue  officers  were  appointed ;  and,  to  secure 
the  due  operation  of  these  lawp,  one  judge  and  a  dia* 


•  This  paragraph,  and  the  two  following,  relate  to  t 
tions  at  Fensaoola,  in  which  the  Governor  of  tha  Floridaa^ 
(Ganeral  Jackson,)  acting  up  to  hia  commlMton  with  tha 
powers  of  a  Captain  General  of  Oaba,  and  continniiig  tha 
**  existing  Spanish  Government "  according  to  the  act  for  tha 
temporary  government  cf  the  Floridas,  did  things  mUUaHi^^ 
and  had  collisions  with  the  ez-8panish  officeia,  and  with  tfaa 
United  BUtes  Territorial  Judge,  in  which  he  gave  piaetleal 
OTideuoe  that  the  Territory  (as  the  act  for  Ito  tempoiaiy 
government  provided)  was  governed  qoite  indepeadentlj 
of  the  Gonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  and  Just  aa  It  had 
been  under  the  Spanish  Government,  all  which  (by  way  «f 
complaint  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  milUaHi^  dealt 
with)  came  befoz«  the  President  and  Congresa,  and  will  ba 
seen  in  the  progreea  of  the  debates,  and  have  an  intarast 
beyond  cariosity,  as  illustrating  the  manner  in  which  a 
Territory  may  be  governed,  (imder  a  government  given  it  bj 
Congress,)  and  very  incompatibly  with  onr  eonstttattoa, 
which  was  in  vain  invoked  by  the  astonished  and  enraffsd 
complainants. 
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trict  ftttoney  irare  appointed,  to  nsida  at  PeiiMcola, 
and,  Mkewiae,  one  judge  and  a  diitrict  attomey  to  re- 
tide  at  St.  AQgnsdney  with  a  ipecified  bonndaiy  be- 
tween them ;  and  one  mazshu  for  the  whole,  with 
antboiHj-  to  appoint  a  depntj.  In  canjing  this  law 
into  cfiect,  and  especially  that  part  relating  to  the 
powers  of  the  eiisring  goremment  of  those  provinces, 
it  was  thoqght  important^  in  consideration  of  the 
abort  term  for  whfch  it  was  to  operate,  and  the 
radical  change  which  would  be  made  at  the  ap- 
proarhiqg  session  of  Congress,  to  avoid  expense^  to 
make  no  appointment  which  should  not  be  abso- 
hitely  neoeasaiy  to  give  effbct  to  those  powers,  to 
withdraw  none  of  our  cittaens  from  their  pursuits, 
whereby  to  sabject  the  Government  to  claims  which 
codM  not  be  gratified,  and  the  parties  to  losses, 
whieh  it  woold  be  painful  to  witness. 

It  haa  been  seen,  with  much  concern,  that,  in  the 
peiinnnaDce  of  these  duties^  a  collision  arose  between 
die  Governor  of  the  Teiritoiy  and  the  judge  rapoint- 
ed  for  the  western  district  It.  was  presumed  that  the 
law  under  which  this  transitoiy  government  was  or- 
niuBed,  and  the  commissions  which  were  granted  to 
md  offioen,  who  were  appointed  to  ex^pnte  each 
branch  of  the  aTstem,  and  to  which  the  conmiissions 
vera  adapted,  would  have  been  understood  in  the 
same  sense,  by  them,  in  which  they  were  understood 
by  the  Executiveu  Much  allowance  is  due  to  officers 
employed  in  each  branch  of  this  system,  and  the  more 
80,  as  there  is  good  cause  to  believe  that  each  acted 
nnder  tiie  conviction,  that  he  possessed  the  power 
whieh  he  iindertook  to  exercise.  Of  the  officer  hold- 
ing the  principal  station,  I  think  it  proper  to  observe, 
that  he  accepted  it  with  reluctance,  in  compliance 
with  the  invitation  given  him,  and  from  a  high  sense 
of  duty  to  his  country,  bdng  willing  to  contribote  to 
the  ronsnmmation  of  an  event  which  would  insure 
eoBBplete  protection  to  an  important  part  of  our 
TTmon,  wboch  had  sulFered  muchfhim  incursion  and 
invaaon,  and  to  the  defence  of  which  his  very  gallant 
and  patriotic  services  had  been  so  signally  and  use- 
fnlly  devoted. 

From  the  fntrfnaic  difficulty  of  executing  laws  de- 
living  tihinr  cnighi  from  difforent  sources,  and  so  es- 
sentially difiteent  in  mai^  important  circumstances, 
tiie  advantage,  and,  indeed,  the  necessity,  of  estab- 
lishing, as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  a  well-organ- 
ned  government  over  that  Tenitory,  on  the  principles 
of  our  ayaleni,  is  apparent*    This  snbieot  is  there- 


•  The  temporary  goyermnent  eBtabllBhed  at  taking  pes- 
amkm.  of  the  Florldss  was  on  the  BpsnJsh  system,  to  wit: 
aeoBthwation  of  the  extatiiig  Spsnish  Govomment,  to  be 
admbiiBtered  by  sneh  penons  as  the  PreBident  should  di- 
rect General  Jackson  was  ^>polnted  the  first  Oovemor, 
sad  was  eonunlasloned  ss  Captain  General  and  Intendant  of 
Goba,  and  aa  Governor  of  East  and  West  Florida.  It  was 
in  Oe  exerelaa  of  these  high  powers,  as  held  by  Spanish 
oOeers,  that  these  eolllslons  took  place  to  which  the  Presi- 
deat  alindea,  and  which  made  it  the  more  necessary  to  give 
Florida  a  Territorial  Government  based  upon  oar  own  sys- 
tem; that  Is  to  say,  on  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  was 
dnaa  at  this  seaslon.  The  stady  of  the  legislation  of  Gon- 
giess  la  giTing;  first  the  Spanish  end  then  onr  own  for  the 
Tsnitorla]  CFovenment  of  Florida,  and  the  doings  and  de- 
drisH  OBder  it  ftimish  the  highest  illostration  of  Congres- 
daaal  power  over  Territories,  and  the  nollity  of  their  rights 
ladsr  the  eonstitation,  which  the  wit  of  man  could  have 
dsTissd.  This  IlloBtntion  will  be  noted  in  its  snooessive 
dtgnm  m  this  abridgment  proceeds. 


fore  recommended  to  the  eaily  oouaideration  of  Con- 
gress. • 

In  compliance  with  an  injunction  of  the  law  of  the 
8d  of  March  last,  three  Conunissioners  have  also  been 
appointed,  and  a  board  organized  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  above  recited, 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  such  of  our  citi- 
sens  aa  have  well-founded  claims  on  Spain,  of  the 
character  specified  by  that  treaty.  This  board  has 
entered  on  its  duties,  and  made  some  progress  there- 
in. The'  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  of  His  Catholic 
Mi^sty,  provided  for  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty,  have  not  yet  arrived  in  the  United  States,  but 
are  soon  expected.  Aa  soon  as  they  do  arrive,  coi^ 
res|>onding  appointments  will  be  made,  and  eveiy 
facility  be  afforded,  for  the  due  execution  of  this 
service. 

The  Qovenunent  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty, 
since  the  tennination  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
haa  been  removed  firom  Bio  de  Janeiro  to  Lisbon, 
where  a  revolution,  similar  to  that  which  had  oocorred 
in  the  neighboring  kingdom  of  Spain,  had,  m  like 
manner,  been  sanctioned  by  the  accepted  and  pledged 
faith  of  the  reigning  monarch.  The  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  the  Portu- 
guese dominions,  interrupted  by  this  important  event, 
has  not  yet  been  resumed,  but  the  chai^B;e  of  internal 
administratiQn  having  already  materially  affected  the 
commeroial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Portuguese  dominions,  the  renewal  q[  the  public  mis- 
sions between  the  two  countries  appears  to  be  desira- 
ble at  an  early  day. 

It  b  understood  that  the  oolouies  in  Sooth  America 
have  had  great  success  during  the  present  year,  in 
the  struggle  for  their  independence.  The  new  Gov- 
ernment of  Colombia  has  extended  its  territories,  and 
considerably  au^ented  its  strength ;  and,  at  Buenoa 
Ayres,  where  civQ  dissensions  had  for  some  time  be- 
fore prevailed,  greater  harmoi^  and  better  order  ap- 
pear to  have  been  established.  Equal  success  has 
attended  their  efforts  in  the  provinces  on  the  Padfia 
It  has  long  been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  conditions  short  of  their  independ- 
ence would  be  satisfiBotory  to  them.  It  may  there- 
fore be  presumed,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  that  the 
Government  of  Spain,  guided  by  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral oounsels,  will  find  it  to  comport  with  its  interests, 
and  due  to  its  magnanimity,  to  terminate  this  ex- 
haosdng  controversy  on  that  basis.  To  promote  this 
result,  by  friendly  oounsel  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  will  be  the  object  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  SUtea. 

In  o<mdncting  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  year,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  cany  into  full  e^ct  the 
act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  authoriiing  a  loan 
of  five  millions  of  dollan.  This  sum  has  been  raised 
at  an  average  premium  of  five  dollars  fifty-nine  hun- 
dredths per  centum^iqpon  stock  bearing  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  redeemable  at 
the  option  of  the  Government  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five. 

There  has  been  issued,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  four  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  thon*^ 
sand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  of  five  per  cent  stock ;  uid  there  has  been,  or 
will  be  redeemed,  during  the  year,  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  thirty  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents  of  Louisiana  six  per  cent  deferred 
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Legislature  of  the  State  of  MissiBsippi,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  comraenoiDg  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  Datid  Babton,  ap- 

gointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
tate  of  Missouri,  respectively  produced  their 
credentials,  which  were  read;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  them, 
and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Southabd,  Babsoitb,  Bua- 
GLE8,  and  Noble  ;  their  credentials  having  been 
read  and  filed  during  the  last  session. 

A  quorum  being  present — 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
aud  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were  as- 
sembled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion he  might  have  to  make. 

On  balloting  for  the  committ^  Messrs.  Ma- 
ooN,  of  Korth  Oarolina,  and  aiko,  of  New 
York,  were  appointed;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  December  4. 
IsHAic  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Wednsbdat,  December  5. 

Habbison  Gbay  Ons,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  is  assembled,  and 
have  elected  Fhiup  P.  Babboub,  one  of  the 
Bepresentatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
their  Speaker,  and  Thomas  Doughebtt  their 
Olerk,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
They  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
to  join  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Maoon  reported,  from  the  Joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Houses  this  day 

PreMmt^B  Menage. 
The  following  Message  was  received  frx>m  the 
Pbbsidknt  of  thb  United  States  r 

FdUno-cUiuna  of  the  Senale 

and  of  the  Houh  of  B^^reteniatioes : 
The  progreflB  of  oor  affairs  anoe  the  last  lesnon 
has  been  saoh  as  may  jasUy  be  claimed  and  expected^ 
imder  a  Gtoyermneut  deriving  all  its  powers  from  an 
enlightened  people,  and  under  laws  formed  hy  their 
representatives,  on  great  consideration,  for  the  sole 
par|K)se  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
their  constituents.    In  the  ezeontion  of  Uiose  laws^ 


and  of  the  powers  vested  by  Ihe  Constitotion  in  the 
Ezecative,  unremitted  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
great  objects  to  which  they  extend.  In  the  ooncems 
which  are  exclnsiYely  internal,  there  is  good  cause  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  resolt.  The  laws  haye  had  their 
due  operation  and  effect.  In  those  relating  to  foreign 
powers,  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  peaoe  and  amity 
are  preserved  wiUi  all,  by  a  strict  observance,  on  both 
sides,  of  the  rights  of  each.  In  matters  touching 
our  commercial  intercourse,  where  a  difference  of 
opinicm  has  existed,  as  to  the  conditions  on  which  it 
shoold  be  placed,  each  party  has  pursued  its  own 
policy,  withont  giving  just  canse  of  offence  to  the 
other.  In  this  annual  communication,  especially 
when  it  is  addressed  to  a  new  Congress,  the  whole 
scope  of  our  political  concerns  naturally  comes  into 
view ;  that  errors,  if  such  have  been  committed,  may 
be  corrected ;  that  defects,  which  have  become  mani- 
fest, may  be  remedied ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
measures  which  were  adopted  on  due  deliberation, 
and  which  experience  has  shown  are  just  in  them- 
selves, and  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  should  be 
persevered  in  and  supported.  In  performiog  this  ne- 
cessary and  very  important  duty,  1  shall  endeavor  to 
place  before  you,  on  its  merits,  eveiy  subject  that  is 
thought  to  be  entitled  to  your  particiuar  attention,  in 
as  disdnct  and  clear  a  light  as  I  may  be  able; 

By  an  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1815,  so  much  of 
the  several  acts  as  imposed  higher  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels,  and  on  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  foreign  nations,  when  imported  into 
the  United'  States  in  fixreign  vessels,  than  when  im- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  were  repealed, 
so  far  as  respected  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  the  nation  to  which  such  vessels  belonged,  on  the 
oondilion,  that  the  repeal  should  take  e&ct  only  in 
favor  of  any  foreign  nation,  when  the  Executive 
should  be  satisfied  that  such  discriminating  duties,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States,  hSsi  likewise 
been  repealed  by  such  nation.  By  this  act  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  all  nations  to  plaoe  our  oommeroo 
with  each  on  a  basis  which,  it  was  presumed,  would 
be  acoAptable  to  aU.  Eveiy  nation  was  allowed  to 
bring  its  manufactures  and  productions  into  our  ports, 
and  to  take  the  manufactures  and  productions  of  the 
United  States  back  to  their  ports,  in  their  own  ves- 
sels, on  the  same  conditions  that  they  might  be  trans- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  re- 
turn, it  was  required  that  a  like  accommodation 
should  be  granted  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
in  the  ports  €£  other  powers.  The  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted, or  prohibited  on  either  side,  formed  no  part  of 
the  ipTOfoaed  arrangement  Each  party  would  retain 
the  right  to  admit  or  prohibit  such  articles  from  the 
other,  as  it  thought  proper,  and  on  its  own  ooodi- 
tionSb 

When  the  nature  of  the  oommeroe  between  the 
United  States  and  every  other  country  was  taken 
into  view,  it  was  thought  that  this  proposition  would 
be  considered  fair,  and  even  liberal,  by  every  power. 
The  exports  of  the  United  States  consits  generally  of 
articles  of  the  first  necessity,  and  of  rude  materials 
in  demand  for  foreign  manufactories,  of  great  bulk, 
requiring  for  their  transportation  many  vessels,  the 
return  for  which,  in  the  manufactures  and  productions 
of  anv  foreign  country,  even,  when  disposed  of  there 
to  advantage,  may  be  brought  in  a  single  vessel. 
This  observation  is  the  more  eq>edal^  applicable  to 
those  countries  from  which  manufactures  alone  are 
imported,  but  it  applies  in  a  great  extent  to  the  £ii« 
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ropean  dominions  of  eveiy  European  power,  and,  in 
a  certain  extent,  to  an  the  cdonies  of  those  powers. 
Bj  placing,  then,  the  navigation  precisely  on  the 
Mme  ground,  in  the  transportation  of  exports  and 
tmpofrts  between  the  United  States  and  otiier  coon- 
triea,  it  wms  presumed  that  all  was  ofibred  which 
ooold  be  desired.  It  seemed  to  he  the  only  propod- 
tioa  which  ooold  be  devised,  which  would  retain 
even  the  semblance  of  equality  in  our  favor. 

Many  considerations  of  great  weight,  gave  us  a 
right  to  expect  that  this  commerce  should  be  extend- 
ed to  the  colonies,  as  weU  as  to  the  European  domln- 
lops,  of  other  powers.  ^Ith  the  latter,  especially 
with  countries  exclusivel  v  manufacturing,  the  advan- 
tage waa  maniflstly  on  their  side.  An  indemnity  for 
that  loss  was  expected  fiom  a  trade  with  the  colonies, 
and,  with  the  greater  reason,  as  it  was  known  that 
flie  supplies  which  the  colonies  derived  from  us  were 
of  tixe  highest  importance  to  them,  their  labor  being 
bestowed  with  so  much  greater  profit  in  the  culture 
of  other  articles ;  and  because,  likewise,  the  articles, 
of  which  those  supplies  consisted,  farming  so  laige  a 
proportion  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  were 
never  admitted  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Egrope,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  great  emergency,  to  arert  a  serious 
calamity.  When  no  article  is  admitted  which  is  not 
required  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  party  admitting 
it,  and  admitted  then,  not  in  favor  of  any  particular 
eonntry,  to  the  disadvantage  of  others,  but  on  condi- 
tioas  equally  applicable  to  all,  it  seems  just  that  the 
articles  thus  admitted  and  invited  should  be  carried 
thither  in  the  vessels  of  the  countiy  affording  such 
supply,  and  that  the  reciprocity  should  be  found  in  a 
eorresponding  accommodation  on  the  other  side.  By 
albwfaig  each  party  to  participate  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  such  SDppUes,  on  the  payment  of  equid  ton- 
nage, a  strong  proof  was  afforded  of  an  acoommo- 
datii^  spirit*  To  abandon  to  it  the  trau^rtation 
of  the  whole,  would  be  a  sacrifice  which  ought  not 
to  be  expected.  The  demand,  in  the  present  in- 
stance,  would  be  the  more  unreasonable,  iu  consider- 
ation of  the  great  inequality  existing  in  the  trade 
with  the  parent  country. 

Such  was  the  basis  of  oar  system,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  1815,  and  such  its  true  character.  In 
the  year  in  which  this  act  was  passed,  a  treaty  was 
condnded  with  Great  Britain,  in  strict  conformi^ 
with  its  principles,  in  regard  to  her  European  domin- 
igna.  To  her  colonies,  however,  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  this  continent,  it  was  not  extended,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  claiming  the  exclusive  supply  of 
those  ooloniea,  and  from  oar  own  ports,  and  of  the 
prodncticos  of  the  colonies  in  return,  in  our  own  veft- 
•da.  To  this  chdm  the  United  States  could  not  as- 
sent, and,  in  consequence,  each  party  suspended  the 
intercourse  in  the  vessels  of  the  other,  by  a  prohibi- 
tion, which  still  exists. 

The  same  conditions  were  offered  to  France,  but 
notaooepted.  Her  Government  has  demanded  other 
eooditions  more  favorable  to  her  narigation,  and 
which  should  also  give  extraordinary  encouragement 
to  her  manufactures  and  productions  in  ports  of  the 
United  States.  To  these  it  was  thought  improper  to 
accede,  and,  in  consequence,  the  restrictive  regnla- 
tkna,  which  had  been  adopted  on  her  part,  being 
eoontervailed  on  the  part  oif  the  United  States,  the 
direct  conuncree  between  the  two  countries,  in  the 
vcssek  of  each  party,  has  been  in  a  great  measure 
iBipeiided.  It  is  modi  to  be  regretted,  that,  although 
a  negotiation  has  been  long  pending^  such  is  the  dl- 


versi^  of  views  entertained,  on  the  various  points 
which  have  been  brought  into  discussion,  that  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable  prospect  of  its 
early  condudon. 

AB  little  cause  has  the  Government  of  France  to 
complain  of  the  seizure  of  the  Apollo,  and  the  remov- 
al of  other  vessels,  from  the  waters  of  the  St.  Mary's. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that  every  nation  has  a  right 
to  regulate  its  commercial  system  as  it  thinks  fit,  and 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  its  revenue,  provided  it 
be  done  without  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  other 
powers.  The  violation  of  its  revenue  laws  is  an 
offence  which  all  nations  punish — the  punishment 
of  which  gives  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
power  to  which  the  ofifenders  belong,  provided  it  be 
extended  to  all  equally.  In  this  case,  every  circum- 
stance which  occurred  indicated  a  &Led  purpose  to 
riolate  our  revenue  laws.  Had  the  party  intended 
to  have  pursued  a  fair  trade,  he  would  have  entered 
our  ports,  and  paid  tiie  duties ;  or,  had  he  intended 
to  carry  on  a  legitimate  circuitous  commerce  with 
the  United  States,  he  would  have  entered  the  port  of 
some  other  power,  landed  his  goods  at  the  custom- 
house according  to  law,  and  reshipped  and  sent  them 
in  the  vessel  of  such  power,  or  of  some  other  power 
which  might  lawfully  bring  them,  free  &om  such 
duties,  to  a  port  of  the  United  States.  But  the  con- 
duct of  the  party  in  this  case  was  altogether  diflbrent 
He  entered  the  river  St.  Mary's,  tiie  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Florida,  and  took  his 
position  on  the  Spanish  side,  on  which,  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river,  there  was  no  town,  no  port,  no 
custom-house,  and  scarcely  any  settiement.  His  pm> 
pose,  therefore,  was  not  to  sell  his  goods  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Florida,  but  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  exchange  for  their  productions,  which  could  not 
be  done  without  a  direct  and  palpable  breach  of  our 
laws.  It  is  known  that  a  regular  systematic  plan 
had  been  formed  by  certain  persons  for  the  violation 
of  our  revenue  system,  which  made  it  the  more  ne- 
cessary to  check  the  proceeding  in  its  commence- 
ment. 

That  the  unsettied  bank  of  a  river  so  remote  from 
the  Spanish  garrisons  and  population  could  give  no 
protection  to  any  party,  in  such  a  practice,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations. 
It  would  not  have  comported  with  a  friendly  policy, 
in  Spain  herself^  to  have  established  a  custom-house 
there,  since  it  could  have  subserved  no  other  purpose 
than  to  elude  our  revenue  law.  But,  the  Govern- 
ment c^  Spain  did  not  adopt  that  measure.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  understood  that  tiie  Captain  General 
of  Cuba,  to  whom  an  application  to  that  efiect  was 
made,  by  these  adventurers,  had  not  acceded  to  it. 
The  condition  of  those  provinces  for  many  years  be- 
fore they  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  need  not, 
now,  be  dwelt  on.  Inhabited  by  difierent  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  an  inroad  for  every  kind  of  adventurer, 
the  jurisdiction  of  Spain  may  be  said  to  have  been, 
almost  exclusively,  confined  to  her  garrisons.  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  extend  to  places  where  she  had  no 
authority.  The  roles,  therefore,  applicable  to  settied 
countries,  governed  by  laws,  cordd  not  be  deemed  so 
to  the  deserts  of  Florida,  and  to  the  occurrences 
there.  It  merits  attention,  also,  that  the  territory 
had  then  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a 
treaty,  the  ratification  of  which  had  not  been  refused, 
and  which  has  since  been  performed.  Under  any 
circumstances,  therefore,  Spain  became  less  respon- 
sible for  such  acts  oommittod  there,  and  the  United 
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States  more  at  liberty  to  exerdse  aathority  to  pr»- 
yent  so  great  a  mischief.  The  conduct  of  this  Gov- 
emment  has,  in  every  instance,  been  coDcilii^toEy 
and  friendly  to  France.  The  constniotion  of  our  rer- 
enne  law,  its  application  to  the  cases  which  have 
formed  the  gronnd  of  such  serious  complaint  on  her 
part,  and  the  order  to  the  Collector  of  St.  Mary's,  in 
accord  with  it,  were  given  two  years  before  these 
cases  occurred,  and  in  reference  to  a  breach  which 
was  attempted  by  the  subjects  of  anoUier  power. 
The  application,  tiierefore,  to  the  case  in  qtiesti<m, 
was  inevitable.  As  soon  as  the  trea^,  by  which 
these  provinces  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  was 
ratified,  and  all  danger  of  further  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws  ceased,  an  order  was  given  fi>r  the  release 
of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  sei^d,  and  for  the  dis- 
mission of  the  libel  which  had  been  instituted  against 
her. 

The  principles  of  this  system  of  reciprocity,  found- 
ed on  the  law  of  the  8d  of  March,  1815,  have  been 
nnce  carried  into  efifoot  with  the  kingdoms  of  the 
Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  with  Hamburg, 
Bremen,  Lubeck,  and  Oldenburg,  with  a  provision 
made  by  subsequent  laws,  in  regard  to  the  Nether- 
lands, Prussia,  Hamburgh  and  Bremen,  tiiat  such 
produce  and  manufactures,  as  could  only  be,  or  most 
usually  were,  first  shipped  from  the  ports  of  those 
oountiies,  the  same  being  imnorted  in  vessels  wholly 
belonging  to  their  subjects,  snould  be  considered  and 
admitted  as  their  own  manufactures  and  productions. 

The  Government  of  Norway  has,  by  an  ordinance, 
opened  the  ports  of  that  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Sweden,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties  than 
are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  from  whatever  place 
arriving,  and  with  whatever  articles  laden.  They 
have  requested  the  reciprocal  allowances  for  the  ves- 
sels of  Norway  In  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  As 
this  privilege  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and  can  only  be  granted  by 
Congress,  and  as  it  may  involve  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  other  nations,  the 
subject  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

I  have  presented  thus  fully  to  your  view  our  oom- 
mercial  relations  with  other  powers,  that,  seeing 
them  in  detail  with  each  power,  and  knowing  the 
basis  on  which  they  rest,  Congress  may,  in  its  wis- 
dom, decide  whether  any  chancre  ought  to  be  made, 
and  if  any,  in  what  respect  If  this  basis  is  unjust 
or  unreasonable,  surely  it  ought  to  be  abandozied  ; 
but  if  it  be  just  and  reasonable,  and  any  change  in  it 
will  make  concessions  subversive  of  equality,  and 
tending  in  its  consequences  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  prosperity,  then  the  reasons  are  equally  strong, 
for  adhering  to  the  ground  already  taken,  and  sup- 
porting it  by  such  further  regulations  as  may  i^pear 
to  be  proper,  should  any  additional  support  be  found 
necessary. 

The  question  concerning  the  oonstmotion  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  been,  by  a 
joint  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  Court  of  St  Petersburg, 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  his  Imperial  Majes^  the 
Emperor  of  Bussia.  The  result  of  that  submission 
has  not  yet  been  received.  The  Commissioners  un- 
der the  fifth  article  of  that  treaty  not  having  been 
able  to  agree  upon  their  decision,  their  reports  to  the 
two  Governments,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  may  be  expected  at  an  early  day.    . 

With  Spain,  the  treaty  of  Febroaiy  22, 1819,  has 


been  partly  carried  into  execution.  Possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida  has  been  given  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  officers  charged  with  that  service,  1^ 
an  order  from  His  Catholic  Majesty,  delivered  by  faia 
Mmister  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  transmitted 
by  a  special  agent  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba^ 
to  whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  those  provinces  was  vested,  have  not  only 
omitted,  in  contravention  of  the  order  of  their  Sover- 
eign, the  performance  of  the  express  stipulation,  to 
deliver  over  the  archives  and  documents  relating  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  of  those  province^  all 
of  which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  delivered^ 
either  b^ore  or  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn, 
but  defeated,  sinoe,  every  efibrt  of  the  United  States 
to  obtain  them,  especially  those  of  the  greatest  im* 
portance.  This  omission  has  given  rise  to  several  in- 
cidents of  a  punful  nature,  the  character  of  which 
will  be  fully  disclosed  by  the  documents  which  will 
be  hereafter  communicated.* 

In  every  other  circumstance,  the  law  of  the  3d  of 
Max«h  last,  for  canying  into  effect  that  treaty,  hat 
been  duly  attended  to.  For  the  execution  of  tiiai 
part  whicji  preserved  in  force,  for  the  government  of 
the  inhafltants,  for  the  term  specific^  all  the  dvil, 
military,  'and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  ex- 
isting Government  of  those  provinces,  an  adequate 
number  of  officers,  as  was  presumed,  were  appointed, 
and  ordered  to  their  respective  stations.  Both  prov- 
inces were  formed  into  one  territory,  and  a  Govern- 
or appointed  for  it ;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  pr»> 
existing  division,  and  of  the  distance  and  difficulty  of 
communication  between  Pensaoola,  the  residence  of 
the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  and  St  Augustine, 
that  of  the  Governor  of  East  Florida,  at  which  jfilaoea 
the  inconsiderable  population  of  each  province  waa 
principally  oollected,  two  Secretaries  were  appointed, 
the  one  to  reside  at  Pensaoola,  and  the  other  at  St. 
Augustine.  Due  attention  was  likewise  paid  to  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating 
to  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade,  which  were  ex- 
tended to  these  provinces.  The  whole  territory  waa 
divided  into  three  collection  districts,  that  part  ^ying 
between  the  river  St  Mary's  and  Cape  Florida,  fonn- 
ing  one ;  that  from  the  Cape  to  the  Apalachieola, 
aiwther ;  and  that  from  the  Apalachieola  to  the  Per- 
dido,  the  third.  To  these  districts  the  usual  number 
of  revenue  officers  were  appointed;  and,  toseeora 
the  due  operation  of  these  lawp,  one  judge  and  a  dit- 


•  This  paragrspb,  and  the  two  foUowliig,  relate  to  I 
tions  St  PeasMoU,  in  which  the  Governor  of  the  Florids^ 
(General  Jackson,)  acting  up  to  his  commisBton  with  Iha 
powers  of  a  Gq>taln  General  of  Cnba,  and  contlniiliig  tiw 
**  existing  Bpaniih  Government  ^  according  to  the  act  for  tfa* 
temporary  government  cf  the  Floridas,  did  thingi  mUOarUy^ 
and  had  collisions  with  the  ex-8panish  offlcen,  and  with  tfa* 
United  BUtes  Territorial  Judge,  in  which  he  gave  piaotlcal 
evidence  that  the  Territory  (as  the  act  for  ito  tempotaiy 
government  provided)  was  governed  qoite  independentlj 
of  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  and  Just  as  it  had 
been  under  the  Spanish  Government,  all  which  (by  way  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  mattarOr  dealt 
with)  came  before  the  President  and  Congress,  and  wiU  ba 
seen  in  the  progresa  of  the  debates,  sad  have  an  intarest 
beyond  curiosity,  as  illastrating  the  manner  in  which  a 
Territory  may  be  governed,  (under  a  government  given  It  \tj 
Congress,)  and  very  incompatibly  with  our  eonstttatloai, 
which  was  in  vain  invoked  by  the  astonished  and  enrsffsd 
complainants. 
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trict  Attorney  were  appelnted,  to  reside  at  Pensacola, 
and,  Mkewise,  one  judge  and  a  district  attorney  to  re- 
ade  at  St.  Angnstiney  with  a  specified  boondaiy  be- 
tween them ;  and  one  marshal  for  the  whole,  wiUi 
authority  to  afqMunt  a  depnty.  In  canying  this  law 
into  effect,  and  especially  that  part  relating  to  the 
powers  of  the  eiriBring  goremment  of  those  prorinces, 
it  was  tho«]ght  important,  in  consideration  of  the 
short  term  for  whfch  it  was  to  operate,  and  the 
radical  change  which  wonld  be  made  at  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  Congress,  to  aydd  expense^  to 
make  no  appointment  which  shonld  not  be  abso- 
hitely  necessary  to  give  eil^  to  those  powers,  to 
withdraw  none  of  our  citizens  from  their  porsoits, 
vhereby  to  sabject  the  Government  to  claims  which 
codM  not  be  gratified,  and  the  parties  to  losses, 
vhieh  it  wonld  be  painfhl  to  witness. 

It  has  been  seen,  with  much  concern,  that,  in  the 
peiformance  of  these  dntiea^  a  collision  arose  between 
the  Goremor  of  the  TenitoTy  and  the  judge  wpdnt- 
ed  fiir  the  western  district  It. was  piesomed  that  the 
law  under  which  this  transitiny  govemment  was  or- 
nmaed,  and  the  commissions  whic^  were  granted  to 
ne  offieers,  who  were  appointed  to  ez^pnte  each 
braadi  of  the  sjrstem,  and  to  whidi  the  commissions 
were  adapted,  wonld  have  been  understood  in  the 
aaane  sense,  by  them,  in  which  they  were  understood 
by  the  Executive.  Much  allowance  is  due  to  officers 
em^ployed  in  each  branch  of  this  STStem,  and  the  more 
80,  as  there  is  good  cause  to  believe  that  each  acted 
nzider  the  oonviction,  that  he  possessed  the  power 
which  he  undertook  to  exercise.  Of  the  officer  hold- 
ing the  principal  station,  I  think  it  proper  to  observe, 
that  he  accepted  it  with  reluctance,  in  compliance 
with  the  invitation  given  him,  and  from  a  high  sense 
of  dnty  to  his  county,  being  willing  to  contribute  to 
the  consammation  of  an  event  which  would  insure 
conqdete  protection  to  an  important  part  of  our 
UiuQo,  wl^di  had  sufESsred  much,  from  incursion  and 
invasion,  and  to  the  defence  of  which  his  y«y  gallant 
and  patnotic  services  had  been  so  signally  and  use- 
fiilly  devoted. 

fram  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  executing  laws  de* 
ixvii^  theor  origin  firom  diSBBrent  sources,  and  so  es- 
sentially diffoxent  in  many  important  droomstanoes, 
the  advantage,  and,  indeed,  the  necessity,  of  estab- 
Bshin^,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  a  well-organ* 
iaed  govemment  over  that  Tenitorr,  on  the  principles 
of  oar  aystem,  is  apparent.*    This  subject  is  there- 


•  The  temporsiy  goremment  established  at  taking  pos- 
insiliiii  of  the  Floridas  was  on  the  Spanish  system,  to  wit: 
a  odattmuillon  of  the  extating  Spanish  Oovemment,  to  be 
adadnlstexed  bj  such  persons  as  the  President  shonld  dl- 
leeL  Qenenl  Jsckson  was  H>polnted  the  first  Ooremor, 
■ad  was  eommlssloned  as  Captain  Oenerol  and  Intendant  of 
Ceba,  and  as  Governor  of  East  and  West  Florida.  It  was 
la  the  exercise  of  these  high  powers,  as  held  by  Spanish 
^Boera,  that  these  collisions  took  place  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent alliidea,  and  which  made  it  the  more  necessary  to  give 
Floilds  a  Territorial  Government  based  upon  onr  own  sys- 
tem ;  that  Is  to  say,  on  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  was 
done  at  this  session.  The  stndy  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress in  giving^  first  the  Spanish  and  then  onr  own  for  the 
TcRitorial  Government  of  Florida,  and  the  doings  and  de- 
diieBS  under  it,  Aimish  the  highest  lUostration  of  Congres- 
tfoael  power  over  Territories,  and  the  nnllity  of  their  rights 
asder  the  eonstitation,  which  the  wit  of  num  could  have 
devised.  This  illnstratlon  will  he  noted  in  its  saccessive 
I  as  this  abridgment  proceeds. 


foie  recommended  to  the  eariy  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. • 

In  compliance  with  an  injunction  of  the  law  of  the 
8d  of  March  last,  three  Commissionefs  have  also  been 
appointed,  and  a  board  organized  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  above  recited, 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  such  of  our  citi- 
zens as  have  well-founded  claims  on  Spain,  of  the 
character  specified  by  that  treaty.  This  board  has 
entered  on  its  duties,  and  made  some  progress  there- 
ia  The'  Commissioner  and  Surveyor  of  His  Catholic 
Mi^esty,  provided  for  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty,  have  not  yet  arrived  in  the  United  States,  but 
are  soon  expected.  As  soon  as  they  do  arrive,  cor- 
responding appointments  will  be  made,  and  every 
facility  be  sifforded,  for  the  due  execution  of  thu 


The  Qoveznment  of  His  Most  Faithful  Miyesty, 
once  the  termination  of  tiie  last  session  of  Congress, 
has  been  removed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  Lisbon, 
where  a  revolution,  similar  to  that  which  had  occurred 
in  the  neighboring  kingdom  of  Spain,  had,  in  like 
manner,  been  sanctioned  by  the  accepted  and  pledged 
faith  of  the  reigning  monarch.  The  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  the  Portu- 
guese dominions^  interrupted  by  this  important  event, 
has  not  yet  been  resumed,  but  the  chai^^  of  internal 
administration  having  already  materially  afibcted  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Portuguese  domini<ms,  the  renewal  of  the  public  mis- 
sions between  the  two  countries  appears  to  be  desira- 
ble at  an  early  day. 

It  is  understood  tiiat  the  colonies  in  South  America 
have  had  great  success  during  the  present  year,  in 
the  struggle  for  their  independence.  The  new  (xov- 
emment  of  Colombia  has  extended  its  territories,  and 
considerably  auginented  its  strength;  and,  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  where  ci^  dissensions  had  for  some  time  be- 
fore prevailed,  greater  harmony  and  better  order  ap- 
pear to  have  been  established.  Eqnal  success  has 
attended  their  efforts  in  the  prorinces  on  the  Pacific 
It  has  long  been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  conditions  short  of  their  independ- 
ence wonld  be  satisfactory  to  them.  It  may  there- 
fore be  presumed,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  that  the 
Government  of  Spain,  guided  by  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral counsels^  will  find  it  to  comport  with  its  interests, 
and  due  to  its  magnanimity,  to  terminate  this  ex- 
hausting controversy  on  that  basis.  To  promote  this 
result^  by  friendly  counsel  with  the  Government  of 
Spam,  will  be  the  object  of  the  Govemment  of  the 
United  SUtea. 

In  conducting  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  year,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  cany  into  full  e£fect  the 
act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  authorising  a  loan 
of  %:^  millions  of  dollars.  This  sum  has  been  raised 
at  an  average  premium  of  five  dollars  fifty-nine  hun- 
dredths per  centum^npon  stock  bearing  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at 
the  option  of  the  Govemment  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir^- 
five. 

There  has  been  issued,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  four  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou'^- 
sand  two  hundred  and  ninety-eix  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  of  five  per  cent,  stock ;  and  there  has  been,  or 
win  be  redeemed,  during  the  year,  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  thirty  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents  of  LousianA  six  per  cent,  deferred 
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ilook  and  Ifissisaippl  stock.  There  has,  therefore, 
been  an  actual  increase  of  tHe  pnblic  debt,  contracted 
dnring  the  year,  of  one  million  fire  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-aiz  dol- 
lars and  sixty-nine  cents. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of 
January  to  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  have 
amounted  to  sixteen  millions  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  seventy  cents,  which,  with  the  balance  of  one 
million  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents, 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  former  day,  make  the  aggre- 
gate sum  of  seventeen  millions  four  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  fiffy-eight  dollars 
and  ninety-one  cents. 

The  payments  from  the  Treasury  during  the  same 
period  have  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  six  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
doUazB  forty-seven  cents,  leaidng  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  last-mentioned  day,  the  sum  of  one  million  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  forty-four  cents.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  receipts  of  the  fourdi  quarter  of  the  year  will  ex- 
ceed the  demands  which  will  be  made  on  the  IVeasuiy 
dnring  the  same  period,  and  that  the  amount  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  80th  of  September  last  will  be  in- 
creased on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy  next 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  it  was  anticipated 
that  tbe  progressive  diminution  of  the  public  revenue 
in  1819  and  1820,  which  had  been  the  result  of  the 
languid  state  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  those  years, 
had,  in  the  latter  year,  r^u^ed  its  extreme  point  of 
depressioa  It  has,  however,  been  ascertained  that 
that  point  was  reached  only  at  the  termination  of  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  From  that  time 
until  the  20th  of  September  last,  the  duties  secured 
have  exceeded  those  of  the  corresponding  quarters  of 
the  last  year,  one  million  one  hundred  and  sevens- 
two  thousand  dollars ;  whilst  the  amount  of  deben- 
tures, issued  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  this 
year,  is  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  tiiousand  dollars 
less  than  that  of  the  same  quarters  of  the  last 
year. 

There  are  just  grounds  to  believe  that  the  improve- 
ment which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue,  during  the 
last-mentioned  period,  will  not  only  be  maintained, 
but  that  it  will  progressively  increase  through  the 
next  and  several  succeeding  years,  so  as  to  realize  the 
results  which  were  presented  upon  that  subject,  by 
the  official  reporte  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  most  unfavorable  dr- 
oumstances,  the  revenue,  for  the  next  and  subsequent 
years,  to  the  year  1825,  will  exceed  the  demands  at 
present  authorized  by  law. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that,  under  the  protec- 
tion given  to  domestic  manufactures,  by  the  existing 
laws,  we  shall  become,  at  no  dis^t  period,  a  manu- 
facturing country,  on  an  extensive  scale.  Possessing, 
as  we  do,  the  raw  materials  in  such  vast  amount^ 
with  a  capacity  to  augment  them  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent ;  raising  within  the  country  aliment  of  every 
kind,  to  an  amount  far  exceeding  the  demand  for 
home  consumption,  even  in  the  most  unfavorable 
years,  and  to  be  obtained  always  at  a  very  moderate 
price ;  skilled  also,  as  our  people  are,  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  and  in  every  improvement  calculated  to  lessen 
the  demand  for,  and  the  price  of  labor,  it  is  manifest 
that  their  sucoess,  in  every  branch  of  domestic  in- 


dustry, may  and  will  be  carried,  under  tiie  eneonr* 
lent  duties,  to  an  extent  to 
meet  any  demand,  which,  under  a  fiur  competition. 


agement  g^ven  by  the  present  duties,  to  an  extent  to 
meet  any  demand,  which,  i    ' 
may  be  made  upon  it. 


A  considerable  increase  of  domestic  manufactures, 
by  diminishing  the  importation  of  foreign,  will  proba- 
bly tend  to  lessen  the -amount  of  the  public  revenue. 
As,  however,  a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue  which 
is  derived  from  duties  is  raised  fix)m  other  artides 
than  manufactures,  the  demand  for  which  will  in- 
crease with  our  population,  it  is  believed  that  a  fund 
will  still  be  raised  from  that  source  adequate  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  public  expenditures,  espectally  at 
those  expenditures,  should  we  continue  to  be  blessed 
with  peace,  wiU  be  diminished  by  the  completion  of 
the  fortifications,  dock-yards,  and  other  public  works; 
by  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  to  the  point  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  it ;  and  by  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  including  pensions  for  militaiy 
services. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  more  complete  our 
internal  resources,  and  the  less  dependent  we  are  on 
foreign  powers  for  every  national  as  well  as  domestic 
purpose,  tlte  greater  and  more  stable  will  be  the  pub- 
lic felicity.  By  the  increase  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures will  the  demand  for  the  rude  materials  at  home 
be  increased,  and  thus  will  the  dependence  of  the 
several  parte  of  our  Union  on  each  other,  and  the 
strength  of  the  Union  itself^  be  proportionably  aug- 
ment^ In  this  process,  which  is  veiy  desirable,  and 
ineviteble  under  the  existing  duties,  the  resources 
which  obviously  present  themselves  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue,  should  it  occur,  are  the  inters 
ests  which  may  derive  the  principal  benefit  from  the 
change.  If  domestic  mantifactores  are  raised  by  du- 
ties on  foreign,  the  deficiency  in  the  fund  udcesnry 
for  public  purposes  should  be  supplied  by  duties  on 
the  former.  At  the  last  session  it  seemed  doubtful 
whether  the  revenue  derived  from  the  present  souroea 
would  be  adequate  to  all  the  great  purposes  of  our 
Union,  including  the  construction  of  our  fortificationa, 
the  augmentation  of  the  Navy,  and  the  protection  d 
our  commerce  agiunst  the  dangers  to  which  it  is  ex- 
posed. Had  the  deficiency  been  such  as  to  subject  ua 
to  the  necessity,  either  to  abandon  those  measures  of 
defence,  or  to  resort  to  other  means  for  adequate 
frmds,  the  course  presented  to  the  adoption  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  enlightened  people,  appeared  to  be  a  plain 
one.  It  must  be  gratifying  to  all  to  know  that  this 
necessity  does  not  exist.  Nothing,  however,  in  con- 
templation of  such  importent  objects,  which  can  be 
easily  provided  for,  should  be  left  to  hazard.  It  la 
thought  that  the  revenue  may  receive  an  augmenta- 
tion from  the  existing  sources,  and  in  a  manner  to  aid 
our  manufactures,  without  hastening  prematorely  the 
result  which  has  been  suggested.  It  is  believed  that 
a  moderate  additional  duty  on  certiun  articles  would 
have  that  efiect,  without  being  liable  to  any  serious 
objection. 

The  examination  of  the  whole  coast,  for  the  con- 
struction of  permanent  fortifications,  from  SU  Croix  to 
the  Sabine,  with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  territory 
lately  acquired,  will  be  completed  in  the  present  year, 
as  will  be  the  survey  of  tiie  Mistissippi,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representetives,  from  tLe 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the  ocean — and,  likewise,  of  the 
Ohio,  from  Louisville  to  the  Mississippi.  A  progress, 
corresponding  with  the  sums  appropriated,  has  also 
been  made  in  the  construction  of  these  fortificationa 
at  the  pointe  designated.    As  they  will  form  a  system 
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of  defiinoe  for  the  whole  maritime  frontier,  and,  in 
oonseqnenoe,  for  the  interior,  and  are  to  last  for  ages, 
Ibe  gieatest  care  has  heen  taken  to  fix  the  position  of 
each  work,  and  to  form  it  on  such  a  scale  as  will  be 
adeq[iiate  for  the  pnipose  intended  by  it  All  the  in> 
lets  and  assailable  parts  of  onr  Union  have  been  mi- 
nntely  examined,  and  positions  taken,  with  a  view  to 
the  best  efiEbct,  observing,  in  OTery  instance,  a  just 
regard  fbr  economj.  Doubts,  however,  being  enter- 
tained, as  to  the  propriety  of  the  position  and  extent 
of  the  work  at  Dauphin  Island,  further  progress  in  it 
was  soqKnded,  soon  after  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and  an  order  given  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  and 
Naval  Commissionen  to  make  a  further  and  more 
mimite  examination  of  it,  in  both  respects^  and  to  re- 
port tfie  resolt,  without  delay. 

Due  pitigress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of 
vessels  of  war,  aooording  to  thtf^law  providing  for  the 
gradual  anginentation  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  extent 
of  existing  appropriatioDS.  The  vessels  anthorixed  by 
the  act  of  1^20  have  all  been  completed,  and  are  now 
in  actual  service.  None  of  the  larger  ships  have 
been,  or  will  be  launched,  for  the  present,  the  object 
being  to  protect  all  which  may  not  be  required  for 
imme£ate  service,  from  decay,  by  suitable  buildings 
erected  over  ttiem.  A  squadron  has  been  maintain^, 
•a  heretofore,  in  the  Mediterranean,  by  means  where- 
of peace  has  been  preserved  with  the  Barbary  powers. 
This  squadron  has  been  reduced  the  present  year  to 
AS  small  a  force  as  is  compatible  with  the  fuLSlment 
of  the  object  intended  by  it.  From  past  experience, 
and  tibe  bast  infonnatioo  respecting  the  views  of  those 
powen^  it  is  distinctly  understood  that^  should  onr 
aqoadroB  be  withdrawn,  iinsy  would  soon  recommence 
Ifaeir  hostilities  and  depredations  upon  our  commerce. 
Their  fortifieations  have  lately  been  rebuilt,  and  their 
maritim.e  force  increased.  It  has  also  been  found 
neoessaiy  to  maintain  a  naval  force  on  the  Pacific, 
for  the  protection  of  the  very  important  interests  of 
oar  citizens  engaged  in  commerce  and  the  fisheries  in 
thftt  sea.  Vessels  have  likewise  been  employed  in 
eraising  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  In  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, on  the  coast  of  Afirica,  and  in  the  neighboring 
aeasu  In  tiie  latter,  many  piracies  have  been  com- 
mitted on  onr  commerce,  and  so  extensive  was  be- 
coming the  range  of  those  nnprindpled  adventurers, 
fliat  there  was  cause  to  apprehend,  without  a  timely 
and  decisive  effort  to  suppress  them,  the  worst  ooose- 
qoencea  would  ensue.  Fortunately,  a  considerable 
check  has  been  given  to  that  spirit  by  our  cnusers, 
who  have  succeeded  in  capturing  and  destroying  sev- 
eral of  their  vessels.  Nevertheless,  it  is  considered 
an  object  of  hi^  importance  to  continue  these  cruis- 
ers untfl  the  practice  is  entirely  suppressed.  Like 
saoceas  has  attended  our  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave- 
trade.  Under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
sanctioa  of  their  papers,  the  trade  may  be  considered 
as  entirelj  suppressed;  and,  if  any  of  our  citizens 
are  engaged  in  it,  under  the  flag  and  pikers  of  other 
powers,  it  is  only  from  arespect  to  the  rights  of  those 
powers,  that  these  offenders  are  not  seized  and  brought 
home,  to  receive  the  punishment  which  the  laws  In- 
fiet.  If  every  other  power  should  adopt  the  same 
policy,  and  pnrsoe  the  same  vigorous  means  for 
carrying  it  into  effect^  the  trade  ooifld  no  longer 
exist 

Deqi^y  impressed  with  the  blessings  which  we  en- 
joy, and  of  which  we  have  such  manifold  proofs,  my 
nund  is  inesistibly  drawn  to  that  Almighty  Being, 
tibe  great  source  from  whence  they  proceed,  and 


to  whom  our   most  gratefU  aokowledgments  are 
due. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washinotoi^  Dec  5, 1821. 

The  Message  and  aooompanying  docnmenta 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  of  the 
Message  oidered  to  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the 
Senate. 


Thubsdat,  December  6. 

Thomas  H.  Benton,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

OloK^fUatum  of  Missouri  Senators, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Parbott, 

BesoUed^  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascer- 
tain the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  from  tiie 
State  of  Missouri  shall  be  inserted,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789, 
and  as  the  constitution  requires. 

That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box 
two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  shall  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  numbered 
three,  and  each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one 
paper ;  that  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  the 
paper  numbered  two  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  will 
expire  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1825 ;  and 
that  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  the  paper 
numbered  three,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  8d  day  of  March,  1827. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above  mentioned 
were,  by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into 
the  box;  when  Mr.  Babton  drew  number  two, 
and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the  Sd  of 
March,  1826 ;  and  Mr.  Benton  drew  number 
three,  and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Sena- 
tors whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
8d  of  March,  1827. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowBis,  two  thousand 
copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  5th  instant,  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  December  10. 
John  Eluott,  from  the  State  of  Georda, 
who  arrived  on  the  7th,  and  also  John  /W. 
Walkbb,  fi^m  the  State  of  Alabama,  who  ar- 
rived on  the  8th  instant,  severally  attended  this 
day. 

Tuesday,  December  11. 

KiOHOLAs  Wabe,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resiguation  of  Free- 
man Walker,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

WiLUAM  R.  EiNO,  frt)m  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma, who  arrived  on  the  6th  instant,  attended 
this  day. 


lU 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeata- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  con- 
corred  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  have  appointed 
the  Bev.  Jased  Spabks  Ohaplain  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.BABBOUB,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Ohaplain  on  their 
part ;  and,  on  oonnting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  Rev.  William  RYLAim  was  dnly 
elected. 


Thubbdat,  December  18. 
Death  qf  Mr.  Trimble. 
Mr.  RuoGLBs  announced  the  death  of  Whxiak 
A.  Tbdiblb,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  deceased  this  morning. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

JRetolved,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  BnperintendiDg  the  fhnend  of  the  honorable 
Wflliam  A.  Trimble,  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  same,  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Orderedj  That  Messrs.  Basboub,  Lowbde, 
Kobls,  Talbot,  and  Thomas,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Betohedj  toumtmoiisfy,  That  the  members  of  the 
Senatoj  from  a  smcere  desire  of  showing  ereiy  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memoiy  of  the  honorable  Wl\- 
liam  A.  Trimble,  deoeased,  late  a  member  thereof, 
will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the 
usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 

Reaolvedy  unanimmufy.  That,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  William 
A.  Trimble,. the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  Senate  adjonmed. 

Fbidat,  December  14. 

Eluah  H.  Mnxa,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed 
during  the  last  session^  and  who  arrived  on  the 
12th  inst.,  attended  this  day,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  a^onmed  to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  17. 

KioHOLAS  Van  Dtke,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, who  arrived  on  the  15th  instant,  attend- 
ed this  day. 

William  Findlat,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  LegiaLatnre  of  the  Oommon  wealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Btjogles,  the  Preadent  of 
the  Senate  was  requested  to  notify  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  State  of  Ohio  of  the  death  of  the 
honorable  William  A.  Tbimblb,  late  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States  from  that  State. 


WsDiiiBBDAT,  December  19. 
KiNiAN  Edwabds,  from  the  State  of  Illinois^ 


arrived  on  the  17th  instant^  and  attended  this 
day. 

Fbidat,  December  28. 
The  Yioz  Pbbsidxnt  of  the  United  States 
Dandel  D.  ToMFKors,  attended. 

Wednesday,  January  2, 1822. 
JSuleeand  (Mere, 

Mr.  Knro.  of  New  York,  also  laid  on  the 
table  the  following  resolution : 

Be9olv€d,  That  a  oomnuttee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  one  to  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  BepresentatlTea,  to  re-> 
yise  the  mlea  and  orders  by  which  the  business  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  shall  be  regolated,  and  to 
nudce  report  thereof  to  their  two  Houses  reapeetiTely. 

Mr.  KisQ  said  he  offered  this  motion  on  the 
presumption  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  meet  it  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  its  part  He  adverted  to  the  ineon- 
venience,  ancf,  indeed,  the  evils  which  attended 
the  present  loose  mode  of  transacting  the  public 
business  between  the  two  Houses,  according  to 
which  it  often  occurred  that  bills  of  importance^ 
even  appropriation  billS)  arrived  from  the  other 
House,  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  day  before  the  last,  and  sometimes  on  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session ;  of  course,  if  iher 
passed  at  all,  they  must  be  hurried  throu^p 
without  the  possibility  of  bestowing  on  tliem 
that  degree  of  investigation  and  consideration 
which  were  necessary  and  pn^r.  The  impro- 
priety of  this  course  was  apparent,  Mr.  E.  pre- 
sumed, and  it  was  with  a  view  to  its  correction, 
that  he  submitted  the  present  motion.  His 
idea  was,  that  no  bill  ought  to  be  sent  from 
either  House  to  the  other  for  concurrence  on 
either  of  the  two  last  days  of  the  session. 


MoifiDAT,  January  7. 
Edwabd  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and  also,  Wiluak 
PiBKKEY,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  LegiaU- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last,  produced  his  credentials^  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  January  8. 
Military  JSoade, 

Mr.  JoHNBOK,  of  Louisiana,  laid  on  the  table 
the  following  resolutions : 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedioncy  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  repairing  and  the  preaervm- 
tion  of  the  militaiy  road,  beginning  at  MaaisonTi]]0| 
in  the  State  of  Lomsiana,  and  tenninating  at  floraiioey 
on  the  Tennessee  River. 

In  offering  this  resolve,  Mr.  Johnson  said  the 
object  of  the  resolution  he  submitted  was  to 
provide  for  the  repairing  of  the  great  military 
road  leading  from  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  to  Florence,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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That  ^is  road,  wMoh  he  considered  among  the 
most  important  in  the  Union,  was  open^  bj 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  nnder  the  com- 
mand and  direction  of  Mi^or  General  Jackson, 
to  whom  great  credit  is  due,  not  onlj  for  the 
origin  of  t£e  phm,  bnt  for  the  personal  atten- 
tion bestowed  bj  him  in  marking  ont  and  con- 
Btmcting  it  He  was  of  opinion  that  perhaps 
no  national  work  had  been  accomplishea  which 
18  calculated  to  be  of  more  general  utility ;  that 
its  importance  is  not  con&ed  to  the  States  of 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee 
— the  whole  Western  country,  he  said,  is  inter- 
ested in  seeing  it  kept  in  repair ;  that  it  is  de- 
ngned  to  be  one  of  tne  most  important  military 
byways  in  the  United  States ;  that,  in  time 
of  war,  the  neoessiiy  of  it  would  be  evident,  in 
facilitating  the  collection  and  transportation  of 
our  physical  force  and  military  supplies.  He 
stated  ^lat  it  had  been  established  some  time 
since,  by  an  act  of  Oongress,  as  a  post  road,  and 
that  it  it  is  desirable  that  the  proper  steps  should 
be  immediately  adopted  for  the  transportation 
of  the  msul  to  and  from  New  Orleans  by  this 
route,  in  ooTered  carriages ;  that  the  distance 
from  KaahTille  to  New  Orleans,  by  this  road, 
is,  as  he  was  informed,  about  three  hundrea 
and  fifty  miles  less  than  the  route  formerly 
trayeUed. 

Bat,  he  added,  that  the  road  is  now  almost 
unfit  for  use ;  that  the  bridges  had,  from  neces- 
sity, been  made  of  green  wood,  and  are  decay- 
ing; and  that,  unless  provision  should  be  made 
for  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  removing  the 
timber  which  had  fkllen  in  the  road,  it  would 
soon  be  abandoned :  that  the  greater  portion 
of  the  country  through  which  it  passes  is  a 
wilderness  nearly  uninhabited,  owned  by  In- 
dians, and  by  the  United  States ;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, it  could  only  be  repaired  and  pre- 
served by  the  authority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  effect- 
ing the  object  in  view,  whether  it  should  be  ao- 
eompfished  by  employing  the  troops  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  by  establishing  a  turnpike  and 
fixing  a  toll,  or  by  other  means,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say ;  that  perhaps  it  would  be  deemed 
most  expedient  to  establish  a  turnpike,  and  to 
allow  a  toll ;  that  he  thought  it  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  the  inquiry  of  a  committee^ 

TsrcrBSDAT,  January  10. 

Mr.  Gaillabd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Jimead  the  22d  rule  for  oondnctixig  bnslDeas  in  the 
Seoate,  by  striking  oat  all  after  the  word  *'  Chair," 
and  by  inierting,  in  Hen  theroofj  the  following : 

**  And  the  Vice  President,  when  indisposed  at  the 
Seat  of  Government,  may  name,  in  writing,  a  Senator 
who  shall  preside  in  hia  stead ;  in  which  case  an  en- 
tiy  thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  Journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate;  bat  in  DO  case  shall  any  sabstttation  extend  be- 
yond an  adjournment.*  i 

Mr.  Llotd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coDsxderation :  I 

Vol*  vn,— 10 


Retoh^  That  the  appropriations  of  territory,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  education,  shonld  be  made  to  those 
States  in  whose  favor  no  sach  appropriations  have 
been  made,  corresponding  in  a  just  proportion  with 
Ihose  heietoforo  made  to  siher  States  in  the  Union. 

iieso/fwd;  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instmotaoDs  to  report  a 
bOl  pursuant  thereto. 

Uniform  System  of  Banhrvftcy, 
Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy ;  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 


Monday,  January  14. 
Ammdment  to  ike  Constitution, 
The  Senate  then  proceeded,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  B.  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember : 

Umikfed,  bjfihe  Senate  andSouee  of  RepremOalioes 
cfihe  UnUed  StaUs  ofAmeriea^  m  Congren  auemikd^ 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
LegisUitares  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  parposeS|  as  part  of  the  said 
constitution : 

'*That,  in  all  controvernes  where  the  judidal 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  extend  to  any  case  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority,  and  to  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party ; 
and  in  all  controversies  in  which  a  State  may  desire 
to  become  a  par^,  in  consequence  of  having  the  oon- 
stitntion  or  laws  of  soch  State  questioned,  the  Sen^ 
ate  of  the  United  States  shall  have  appellate  jnrisdio 
tion." 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  contains  a  dause,  prescribing  the 
manner  in  which  amendments  may  be  obtmed« 
This  is  conclusive  evidence  that  uie  wise  men 
who  framed  it  were  of  opinion  that  experience 
would  develop  imperfections  in  the  system, 
which  might  require  a  remedy.  The  models 
of  antiquity,  with  aU  the  improvements  of 
modern  times,  in  relation  to  confederated  goT- 
emments,  were  before  them.  The  Amphyctl- 
onio  Council,  by  which  the  republics  of  Greece 
were  united ;  the  Achssan  league,  which  so  long 
governed  the  dties  of  Achaia ;  the  confedera- 
tion of  the  Germanic  Empire,  and  the  Belgic 
confederacy,  which  prevailed  m  the  provhioeB 
of  the  Netherlands,  all  f nrniahed  examples  for 
their  improvement. 

When  the  struggle  for  independence^  which 
had  been  their  bond  of  union,  was  past,  and 
clashing  interests  began  to  provoke  animosities, 
it  was  obvious  to  all,  that,  under  the  antides  of 
the  Old  Confederation,  the  Gleneral  Govern- 
ment was  too  feeble  for  the  purposes  of  national 


146 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SnrAXB.] 


AfamdmeiU  to  the  Cotutitviion, 


[Javuabt,  1822. 


prosperitj ;  and  all  oonoorred  in  the  sentiment, 
that  some  change  was  neoessaiy.  The  only 
question  wa&  how  great  that  change  should 
be?  The  dimctilty,  imd  the  sole  difficulty,  was, 
to  determine  the  proper  distribution  of  power. 
How  to  divide  tne  soyereigntj  between  two 
distinct  governments,  deriving  their  authoriiy 
from  the  same  source,  each  supreme  within  its 
own  legitimate  sphere  of  action,  and  jet  so  to 
regulate  and  denne  the  power  of  both  as  to 
produce  perfect  concord,  was  the  great  political 

Sroblem  to  be  solved  by  the  statesmen  of  that 
aj.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  first 
experiment  would  perfectly  eflfect  this  object. 
If  it  was  anticipated  by  any,  disappointment 
has  followed  the  Utopian  delusion.  The  high- 
est tribute  of  respect,  however,  is  due  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  patiiots  who  framed  the  consti- 
tution, in  so  arranging  this  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  a  sovereignty  within  sovereignties, 
as  to  admit  of  that  degree  of  harmony  which 
has  prevailed;  but  there  is  a  limit  to  the  intel- 
lect of  man.  All  that  wisdom  And  patriotism 
oould  do,  they  have  done;  but  imperfections 
which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee,  were 
to  be  developed  by  experience,  and  the  oorrec- 
tive  applied  by  mutual  consent 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the  States  and 
General  Government  possess  concurrent  pow- 
ers ;  that  they  also  possess  powers  exduMve  of 
each  other ;  and  that  the  Federal  Constitution 
prescribes  limitations  upon  both.  In  this  com- 
plex system,  disorders  are  to  be  expected ;  some, 
of  an  incidental  nature,  not  easilv  controlled; 
others,  that  admit  a  remedy.  After  an  expe- 
rience of  thirty-two  years,  it  becomes  our  im- 
perious duty  to  begin  this  inquiry,  relative  to 
the  conflicts  between  the  Federal  judiciary  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  These  conflicts 
are  become  so  frequent  and  alarming,  that  the 
public  safety  demands  an  investigation,  that  it 
may  be  determined  where  the  error  lies.  Un- 
less we  point  out  the  real  difficulty,  and  ascei^ 
tain  the  just  olaimfl  of  each  party,  we  shall  be 
overspread  with  Egyptian  darkness.  When  the 
parties  are  not  agreed  upon  the  line  which  di- 
vides their  powMs,  the  question  is,  which  shall 
pr^>onderate,  and  which  shall  concede?  The 
States  claim  authority  which  the  Federal  judi- 
ciary denies,  and  the  Federal  judiciary  exer- 
cises powers  which  the  States  do  not  acknowl- 
edge to  be  legitimate.  There  is  no  umpire  to 
decide  between  them ;  and  the  difficulty  is,  to 
detennine  which  E^all  submit.  It  is  contended 
on  the  one  part,  that,  as  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  for  national  purposes,  its 
olaims  to  the  highest  supremacy  must  be  supe- 
rior to  those  of  the  States;  and  that  it  is  an 
essential  attribute  of  national  sovereignty^  that 
its  judiciary  shall  be  the  judge  of  its  own  pow- 
ers, and  shall  have  authority  to  overrule  every 
other  tribunal,  according  to  its  awn  sovereign 
will  aad  pleasure.  But  this  argument  outs  lixe 
the  two-edged  sword,  and  frimishes  a  position 
Quite  as  strong  in  favor  of  the  States.  It  is  not 
oenied,  that  all  .power  noit  delegated  to  Con- 


gress, nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  is  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people ; 
that  the  States  are  also  supreme  and  independ- 
ent within  the  orbit  of  their  powers.  If,  then, 
it  is  the  attribute  of  sovereignty  to  judge  of  its 
own  powers,  where  is  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  if  that  judgment  must  be  submitted  to 
the  Federal  judiciary?  The  argument  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  both  cases,  and  may  be  called 
an  argument  in  a  circle. 

It  is  contended  by  some  of  the  States,  Vir- 
ginia, for  instance,  that  the  States  have  supe- 
rior claims  to  an  exclusive  decision  in  all  cases 
of  conflicting  power.  The  States  are  the  origi- 
nal fountain  of  power,  a  portion  of  which  they 
have  delegated  and  vested  in  a  General  Gov- 
ernment, for  objects  common  to  all.  The  Gen- 
eral Government  is  the  creature  of  the  States, 
and  exists  by  their  permission.  Then,  as  it  is 
a  principle  universally  acknowledged,  in  reli- 
gion and  morality,  that  the  creator  is  superior 
to  the  created,  so  it  is  contended  that  the  States 
have  the  indubitable  right  of  exclusive  decision 
in  all  cases  of  conflict,  whether  they  respect  a 
violation  of  the  delegated  powers,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  that  authority  which  is  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.  To  say 
the  least  of  it,  there  is  much  plau^bility  in  this 
argument.  But,  it  involves  a  difficulty  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  right  of  decision 
shall  be  exercised.  If  each  State  shall  decide 
separately,  confusion  would  probably  arise  from 
contradictory  decisions  on  the  same  point,  in 
different  States;  but  even  this  objection  may 
have  more  plausibility  than  substance. .  Should 
the  States  attempt  to  exercise  any  of  the  spe- 
cific powers  granted  exclusively  to  Congress,  or 
to  arrest  the  General  Government  in  the  exer- 
cise of  power  expressly  delegated,  the  conse- 
quence might  be  unfortunate;  but,  in  review- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  States,  and  marking  the 
particular  points  of  contact,  it  does  not  appear, 
from  the  history  of  our  Government,  that  the 
States  have,  in  any  one  case,  attempted  thia, 
though  the  Federal  judiciary  has  assumed  a 
guardianship  over  the  States,  even  to  the  con- 
trolling of  tiieir  peculiar  municipal  regulations. 
If  the  States  have  the  right  of  decision,  there 
is  a  difficulty  in  giving  theur  decision  an  effica- 
cious operation.  K  it  belongs  to  them  collec- 
tively) there  must  be  a  regular  method  of  asoer- 
taining  and  promulgating  their  decisions. 

In  the  cases  of  collision  between  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  General  Government,  much  was 
said  and  written  respecting  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  and  the  necessiir  of  a  tribunal  that 
oould  remedy  the  eviL  it  appears,  frx>m  the 
decisions  of  her  State  courts,  the  periodical 
publications,  and  official  documents  of  that  day, 
that  Peimsylvania  recognized  and  claimed  an 
equality  of  right  with  the  General  Crovernment, 
to  decide  in  constitutional  cases  affecting  her 
soarerisignty;  that,  in  serious  collisions,  an  um- 
pire was  necessary ;  and  that  no  tribunal  was 
more  proper  than  tiiis  body.  This  doctrine  is 
unTversally  acknowledged  as  a  correot  maxim 
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betwixt  civilized  nations,  and  is  sometimes  re- 
sorted to  for  the  amicable  settl^nent  of  disputes 
between  them.  Assuming  the  Pennsylvauia 
position,  and  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that 
the  parties  being  equally  sovereign  within  their 
effde  of  power,  it  is  a  flagrant  outrage  to  jus- 
tice, a  violation  of  every  principle  of  equity, 
for  one  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  exclusive  power 
of  judging  in  fdl  cases  of  disagreement 

At  Uiis  time  there  i&  unfortunately,  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Feaeral  Judiciary,  in  cases 
that  involve  political  power;  and  this  distrust 
may  be  carried  to  other  cases,  such  as  the  law- 
yers caU  meum  et  tuum.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
many  eminent  statesmen  that  there  is  a  mani- 
fest disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary, to  enlarge,  to  the  utmost  stretch  of 
constitational  construction,  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  at  least  in  that  branch, 
and  by  consequence  to  abridge  the  jurisdiction 
of  State  tribunals.  I  do  not  assert  this  to  be 
the  fact;  bnt,  if  it  is  not^  we  should  adopt  some 
method,  if  practicable,  to  remove  these  ill- 
founded  so^icions.  The  desire  of  extending 
our  ovm  power  is  a  universal  law  in  our  nature, 
to  which  tiie  just  and  the  untust,  the  wise  and 
the  foolish,  are  all  subject,  though  in  unec^ual 
degrees ;  and  I  do  not  design  in  any  wav  to  im- 
pugn the  learned  members  of  the  bench,  when 
I  admit  the  possibility  of  the  same  propensity 
remaining  with  them.  It  has  found  its  way  to 
elevation  in  other  countries,  and  to  prevent  its 
influence  here,  some  rational  method  should  be 
devised  to  define  and  regulate  that  power.  Po- 
litical power,  properly  divided  into  co-ordinate 
branches,  and  judiciously  regulated,  produces 
happy  r^nlts— but,  when  sovereign  and  irre- 
sponsible, it  carries  in  its  train  &e  wreck  of 
human  happiness— -desolation  marks  its  bloody 
progress,  for  with  it  moral  and  phy»cal  power 
are  always  blended.  The  blessings  of  a  good 
government  furnish  themes  of  rejoicing  and 
mise;  bnt  the  curses  of  a  bad  government 
Dring  sorrow  to  the  heart.  The  history  of  na- 
tions famishes  us  with  instructive  lessons,  while 
we  trace  the  hand  of  tyranny  in  the  fall  of  em- 
pires, bot  the  love  of  power  is  a  principle  still 
m  operation,  and  no  premonitions  can  teach  us 
moderation.  It  begins  with  childhood,  and 
does  not  cease  with  age.  It  is  the  belligerent 
principle  which  predominates  in  the  social  cir- 
de,  a!^  genders  strife  where  perfect  peace 
dioold  reign.  It  is  the  prolific  source  of  war 
with  independent  communities,  which  has 
qiresad  desolation  over  countries  and  stained 
the  whole  world  with  blood.  Uncontrolled,  it 
is  inordinate  ambition ;  properly  regulated,  it 
is  emulation.  If  we  did  not  know  this  to  be 
the  character  of  man,  delineated  in  all  his  his- 
tory, we  might  indulge  the  hope  of  everlasting 
repose,  nnder  our  mild  institutions.  Happy 
would  be  our  lot,  if  every  department  should 
eoi^e  itself  to  the  fiuthful  ^rformance  of  its 
own  firoctions,  carefully  avoiding  all  interfer- 
snee  with  othersi  or  even  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
fiil  power;  but  the  history  of  the  present  times 


ftimishes  us  with  memorable  examples  of  the 
reverse,  and  teaches  us  to  anticipate  no  such 
repose.  We  must  take  human  nature  as  it  is; 
and  to  be  secure  from  danger,  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  against  the  encroachment  of  power  in 
one  department  upon  another,  and,  in  all,  upon 
the  rights  of  the  people.  ' 

It  is  a  principle  interwoven  both  in  the  the- 
ory and  practice  of  our  Government,  that  every 
department  which  exercises  political  power  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  people.  Here  lies  our 
safety  and  our  strength.  Kepresentation  and 
responsibility  must  go  hand  in  hand,  bone  of 
her  bone  and  flesh  of  her  flesh.  The  republics 
of  Greece  and  Borne  were  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  this  principle,  and  practised  it  to  a  very  lim- 
ited extent  After  the  abolition  of  monarchy 
in  Athens,  the  ArcTums  were  elected  annually 
bv  the  people.  The  Bphori  of  Sparta  were 
elected  in  the  same  way,  and  the  Romans 
elected  their  Tribunes;  but  all  those  were  a 
kind  of  executive  officers.  In  each  of  those 
Governments  the  people,  en  maeee,  were  assem- 
bled to  decide  on  pubUc  affairs,  and  each  State 
had  a  Senate  permanent  in  office  and  independ* 
ent  of  the  people.  In  modem  days  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation  has  been  but  very  im- 
perfectly understood  among  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, except  in  England,  where  it  was  intro- 
duced as  early  as  the  ninth  century,  in  the  reign 
of  Alfred,  and  has  been  perpetuiated  in  some 
form  to  the  present  time.  But,  though  the  the- 
ory of  representation  and  responsibility  has 
be>en  taught  there,  the  practice  has  been  but 
imperfectiy  regarded.  It  has  been  so  limited 
and  so  derective  in  its  operation,  that  its  bene- 
fits are  almost  entirely  lost,  and  the  forms  only 
preserved.  In  the  United  States  alone,  whose 
Government  presents  to  the  world  a  model  of 
excellence^  and  is  the  anchor  of  hope  to  man, 
the  theory  and  practice  are  united  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  Government  except  the  judi- 
ciary. This  exception  may  satis^  the  mind 
that  it  was  never  designed  to  confide  political 
or  legislative  power  to  that  department,  espe- 
cially the  power  of  repealing  laws  enacted  by 
the  legislative  departments,  both  of  the  General 
Government  and  the  States.  The  execution  of 
the  laws  is  the  only  power  intended  to  be  con- 
fided to  the  court ;  and  this  will  furnish  ample 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  discretion.  If  the 
judges  were  coiitent  to  confine  their  decisions 
to  cases  afiecting  property  and  punishing  crimes 
according  to  the  laws,  few  would  complain  of 
their  responsibility.  If  bad  laws  are  enacted, 
the  people  will  correct  the  evil ;  and  if  by  an 
incorrect  a^udication  or  misconstruction  of 
law,  individual  injury  should  be  sustained,  yet 
tiie  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government 
would  not  be  endangered.  On  this  principle 
alone  can  this  kind  of  independence  of  the 
judges  be  tolerated  with  safety  in  a  free  Gov- 
ernment. The  members  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  our  Gov«>nment  are  directly  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  and  to  the  States — 
which  responsibility  is  carefully  preserved  upon 
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the  principle  that  the  trastee  may  possibly 
abuse  his  trust ;  and,  to  remedy  the  eril,  the 
people  have  wisely  reserved  the  power  in  their 
own  hands.  When  the  sedition  law  was  enact- 
ed, this  law  was  applied.  The  Preadent  of  the 
United  States,  the  Goyemors  of  States,  and  the 
*  members  of  their  Legislatures,  all  hold  their 
offices  for  limited  terms,  that  they  may  feel 
their  responsibility  to  the  people,  from  whom 
their  power  is  derived,  and  for  whose  benefit  it 
is  exercised.  Why  are  they  not  all  elected  for 
life,  or  during  good  behavior?  The  reason  is 
obvious.  Because  they  exercise  political  pow- 
er, which  may  be  abused.  By  corruption  of 
motive,  or  by  the  indulgence  of  sentiments  un- 
friendly to  liberty,  they  may  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  them ;  and  their  amenability  to  their 
sovereigns,  the  people,  is  the  only  sure  safe- 
guard of  the  rights  or  man.  It  then  follows. 
Inevitably,  that  the  judiciary  should  be  confiued 
to  the  decision  upon  the  laws,  or  that  the 
judges  should  feel  the  same  responnbility ;  and, 
if  this  is  not  done,  some  tribunal  should  be  es- 
tablished, responsible  to  the  people,  to  correct 
their  aberrations. 

It  may  be  denied  by  some  that  the  judiciary 
exercises  legislative  or  judicial  powers.  If  a 
|udge  can  repeal  a  law  of  Oongress,  by  dedar- 
mg  it  unconstitutional,  is  not  this  the  exercise 
of  political  power  ?  If  he  can  declare  the  laws 
of  a  State  unconstitutional  and  void,  and,  in 
one  moment,  subvert  the  deliberate  policy  ci 
that  State  for  twenty-four  years,  'as  in  Ken- 
tucky, affecting  its  whole  landed  property,  even 
to  the  mutilation  of  the  tenure  upon  which  it 
is  held,  and  on  which  every  paternal  inherit- 
ance is  founded;  is  not  ttkis  the  exercise  of  po- 
litical power  ?  All  this  they  have  done,  and  no 
earthly  power  can  investigate  or  revoke  their 
decisions.  If  this  is  not  tne  exerdse  of  politi- 
cal power,  I  would  be  gratified  to  learn  the 
definition  of  the  term,  as  contradistinguished 
from  judicial  power.  If  the  exercise  of  such 
tremendous  powers  be  legitimate,  their  acts, 
like  those  of  all  other  trustees  of  power,  should 
be  subject  to  the  sanction  or  revocation  of  the 
people ;  if  not  by  a  direct  responability,  yet  by 
an  appeal  to  a  tribunal  that  is  responsible.  If^ 
on  the  contrary,  this  exercise  of  power  is  an  act 
of  usurpation,  tne  case  is  yet  more  alarming; 
for  the  judges  hold  their  offices  during  good  W- 
havior,  and  bad  opinion  is  not  bad  behavior, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  a  law,  and  above 
all  other  law.  A  judge  can  be  removed  by  im- 
peachment for  treason  and  other  high  crimee 
and  misdemeanors;  and  in  case  of  impeach- 
ment by  the  other  House,  two-thirds  of  this 
body  must  concur  to  effect  his  removal.  The 
difficulty  of  removing  a  judge  in  this  way  is 
Bueh  that  it  will  seldom  be  attempted ;  and  ex- 
perience tells  us  it  will  more  rarely  succeed. 

The  passions  and  propensities  of  human  na- 
ture, with  all  their  imperiectionS)  are  alike  com- 
mon to  everv  rank  and  condition ;  and  to  pre- 
vent their  ill  effects  in  a  little  number,  where 
any  particular  excitement  is  more  likely  to  be- 


come general  than  with  a  large  body,  reapond- 
bility  is  necessary,  or  competency  in  some  other 
body  to  reverse  their  destinies.  Judges,  like 
other  jnen,  have  their  political  views.  One 
may  be  friendly  to  consolidation ;  another  may 
err  on  the  opposite  extreme,  and  a  third  may 
prefer  that  happy  mediocrity,  which  is  always 
safe,  and  generally  salutary.  When  these  are 
assodated  upon  the  bench,  and  each  under  the 
influence  of  his  own  partiality,  there  will  inevi- 
tably be  as  different  conclusions  among  them 
where  State  sovereignty  is  involved,  or  the  ex- 
tent of  Federal  jurisdiction  is  called  in  question, 
as  if  they  were  members  of  a  legislative  body. 
Why  then  should  they  be  considered  any  more 
infallible,  or  their  decnaions  any  less  subject  to 
investigation  and  reversion?  Besides  the  dif- 
ferences arising  from  political  preposaessioiia, 
the  various  structures  of  the  hmnan  mind  will 
produce  a  variety  of  opinion.  One  may  take  an 
expansive  view  of  a  subject,  and  base  his  de- 
cision upon  truth  and  justice ;  another  may  be, 
what  is  sometimes  called  a  technical  judffe; 
and  though  of  equal  integrity,  may  conceive  it 
his  duty  to  stick  to  the  bark  of  the  case,  and 
confine  himself  in  all  decisions  to  the  f<Hrms  of 
judicial  proceedings.  This  difference  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  mind  must  necessarily  result 
in  a  difference  of  conclusion.  Oourts^  also,  like 
cities  and  villages,  or  like  legislative  lK»dies,  will 
sometimes  have  their  leaders ;  and  it  may  hap- 
pen, that  a  single  individual  will  be  the  prime 
cause  of  a  decision  to  overturn  the  deliberate 
act  of  a  whole  State,  or  of  the  United  States; 
yet  we  are  admonished  to  receive  their  opinicHis 
as  the  ancients  did  the  responses  of  the  Delphio 
oracle ;  or  the  Jews,  with  more  propriety,  the 
communications  from  Heaven,  deUvered  l^ 
Vrim  and  I%timmm^  to  the  High  Priest  ct 
Gk>d's  chosen  people  from  the  mmetum  aaneio- 
rum.  Other  causes  of  difference  might  be  mul- 
tiplied to  a  tedious  extent;  but  enough  has  beea 
said  to  show  that  judges,  who,  like  other  men, 
are  subject  to  the  frailtie^  the  passions^  the  par- 
tialities, and  antipathies  inddent  to  human  na- 
ture, should  not  be  exempted  from  responsibil- 
ity on  account  of  their  superior  integrity, 
learning,  and  ci^adty ;  or  that  their  dedsiona 
should  be  subject  to  revision  by  some  compe- 
tent tribunal,  responsible  to  the  people.  It  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  that  greet 
and  good  man  who  pennea  the  Dedaradon  of 
Independence,  and  who  now  ez\}oys,  in  the 
shades  of  Montioello,  the  blessings  of  Uie  prin- 
ciples which  it  contains. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  judges  are  worse  than 
other  men.  I  am  proud  to  say,  that  no  eonn- 
try  was  ever  blessed  with  more  talents  or  io- 
t^rity  upon  the  bench  than  this ;  but  the  judi- 
ci^  history  of  all  civilized*  nations  confirms  the 
allegation,  that,  under  the  same  drcomstanoea, 
jud^s  are  just  like  other  men.  The  theory  ol 
our  judiciary  may  teach  us  that  ^'a  judge  is 
just,  a  chancellor  juster  still ;  "  but  experience 
teaches  us,  that  perfection  resides  nowhere  in 
this  world,  no,  not  even  on  the  bench.    We 
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luive  borrowed  from  Great  Britain  the  idea  of 
jadicial  independence.  Previous  to  the  reign  of 
Williani  and  Mary,  t^e  judges  were  tenants  at 
the  will  of  the  monarch.  The  Kiug,  who  was 
'^more  wise,  more  just,  more  learned,  more 
every  thing,'*  was  considered  the  fountain  of  jus^ 
tice,  and  it  was  his  prerogative  to  administer  it 
to  the  people.  In  early  times,  he  dispensed  jus- 
tice in  his  own  person ;  but  this  being  too  la- 
borious^ he  appointed  his  judges,  and  fixed  their 
compensation.  The  tenure  of  their  office  and 
the  amomit  of  their  salaries  were  alike  depend- 
ent upon  his  pleasure.  The  creature  was  re- 
sponsible to  his  creator  both  for  existence  and 
enpport:  and  interest  and  necessity  conspired 
to  induce  obedience  to  his  will  The  judiciary 
thus  became  an  instrument  of  cruelty  in  his 
hands*  The  legislature,  the  army,  and  the 
eonrt,  on  many  occasions,  were  alike  the  imple- 
ments <^  royal  vengeance,  to  sustain  the  divine 
right  of  kings.  It  was  the  judgment  of  a  court 
tluU  doomed  the  immortal  Socrates  to  drink  the 
hemlock.  When  the  Roman  tyrant  could  no 
longer  use  a  hired  soldiery  to  immolate  the  vic- 
tims of  his  jealousy,  he  resorted  to  courts  of 
law.  When  Henry  VIII.,  of  England,  would 
exercise  a  cmel  despotism  under  the  forms  of 
ft  free  constitution,  the  army,  the  court,  and  the 
Parliament,  were  the  potent  enffines  that  sus- 
tained him.  When  Mary,  his  daughter,  com- 
pelled the  Protestants  to  seal  their  testimony  at 
the  stake,  the  court  gave  sanction  to  the  mur- 
derous deeds.  Her  sister  and  successor,  Eliza- 
beth, created  the  court  of  high  commission,  and 
formally  invested  it  with  inquisitorial  power. 
She  aliM>  supported  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  the 
Star  Chamber.  The  Puritans,  because  obnox- 
ious to  the  fr^e  exercise  of  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown,  were  imprisoned  and  dispersed  by 
process  of  law,  and  the  judges  were  the  sup« 
porters  of  her  despotic  power.  When  she 
woold  destroy  her  unfortunate  kinswoman,  the 
Qoeen  of  Scots,  the  judges  were  instructed  to 
condemn  her,  and  by  their  sentence  she  came 
to  the  block.  This  horrid  deed  was  covered  by 
the  doak  of  judicial  proceedings.  When  Charles 
L  determine  to  change  the  religion  of  Scot- 
land, he  made  use  of  the  court  of  high  commis- 
sion to  effect  the  object.  By  the  same  judicial 
power,  the  advocates  for  the  doctrines  of  the 
reformation  have  so  often  been  divested  of  their 
religioiis  privileges,  and  doomed  to  seal  witi^ 
their  blood  that  reli^on  which  bore  tiiem  tri- 
umphantly through  tbe  vale  of  deiUh. 

Thoee  £acts  are  not  exhibited  to  derogate 
from  the  character  of  the  judiciary,  but  to 
ahow  that  no  truth  is  more  universally  estab- 
fiSied  in  history;  that  no  proposition  can  be 
more  plainly  demonstrated  than  this^  that  judges 
may  oppress  the  people — that  power  cannot  be 
safely  confided  anywhere  without  the  guaran- 
tee A  reqx>nsib]]ity. 

The  occarrenoes  to  which  we  have  adverted, 
tran^ired  previous  to  the  memorable  era  in  the 
British  annals  under  WiUiam  and  Mary,  when 
tte  judges  were  commissioned  by  their  monarch 


to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  with 
salaries  fixed  by  law.  The  system  was  consum- 
mated in  the  reign  of  George  III.,  by  provid- 
ing that  the  commission  of  the  judge  should  not 
be  vacated  upon  the  demise  of  the  king.  But, 
even  in  Great  Britun,  the  judges  are  less  inde- 
pendent than  here ;  for,  by  an  address  of  a  ma- 
jority of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  they  may 
be  removed;  here,  an  impeachment  for  mal- 
conduct  by  one  House,  sustained  by  two-thirds 
of  the  otlier,  is  the  only  thing  that  can  effect 
their  removal.  Kor  is  their  power  so  tran- 
scendent in  Great  Britain,  as  to  repeal  an  act  of 
Parliament  by  declaring  it  unconstitutional  and 
void.  We  have  improved  upon  their  system  of 
irresponsibility,  and  enlarged  their  powers, 
without  any  of  the  reasons  or  benefits  which 
exist  with  them.  Their  object  is  to  render  the 
judges  independent  of  the  monarch,  that  they 
may  protect  the  people  from  lawless  acts  of  his 
despotic  power.  In  this  country,  the  people 
are  the  King ;  and  the  only  object  of  rendering 
the  judges  independent  of  their  sovereign  au- 
thority, or  the  only  benefit  which  can  residt 
from  it  that  I  can  conceive,  is  to  protect  the 
people  from  their  own  oppressors,  thenuielves. 
We  have  given  our  authority  to  the  judiciary 
to  control  us,  lest  we  shall  enslave  cursives. 
We  transfer  the  power  to  them  because  we  fear 
the  consequence  of  holding  it  ourselves;  and 
surrender  our  liberties,  our  lives,  the  disposition 
of  our  property,  to  the  judiciary,  to  escape  the 
danger  of  oppressing  ourselves. 

Are  we  choosing  guardians  to  control  us,  and 
prevent  us  from  destroying  ourselves  in  our  fits 
of  lunacy  ?  A  maniac  may  surrender  his  rights 
for  the  preservation  of  his  person  from  the 
freaks  of  his  own  madness ;  but  the  American 
people  are  not  mad.  Exp^ence  has  proven 
them  to  be  the  safe  depositories  of  their  own 
power.  They  have  wisely  reserved  it  to  them- 
selves, and  as  wisely  exercised  it,  except  in  this 
case;  and  it  is  believed  that  they  may  now 
safely  make  their  voice  to  \e  heard  in  the  judi- 
ciary. Why  should  they  hold  the  controlling 
power  in  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? Vox  pcpuliy  vox  Dei;  but  if  the 
voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God,  what 
must  the  superior  voice  of  a  judge  be  ?  If,  un- 
der a  monarchical  Government,  an  independent 
judiciary  may  stay  the  hand  of  despotic  power, 
and  protect  the  innocent  from  punishment ;  in 
this  nation  we  have  no  monarch,  no  subjects. 
The  Government  and  the  people  are  one;  and 
we  ask  not  the  guardian  care  of  our  superiors 
to  bind  our  hands  so  that  we  cannot  wound 
ourselves. 

But  has  this  change  in  the  judicial  term,  from 
tenancy  at  will  to  that  of  life,  essentially 
changed  the  character  of  decisions  in  Great 
Britain?  History  records  the  mournful  fiEict 
that,  since  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the 
courts  of  Great  Britain  have  invariably  yielded 
obedience  to  the  monarch's  will,  in  criminal 
prosecutions.  The  banishment  and  death  of  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  friends  of  lib- 
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erty  wHl  confirm  the  declaration.  The  honored 
names  of  Muir,  Gerald,  Margarot,  and  Emmet^ 
with  many  others  that  time  cannot  bnry  in  ob- 
livion, mnst  remain  the  monnment  of  this  inde- 
pendence of  the  British  judiciary,  which  we  are 
80  proud  to  imitate.  In  controversies  betwixt 
individuals,  the  effects  of  the  change  may  have 
been  salutary ;  but  he  who  has  depended  upon 
the  judiciary  to  protect  him  from  royal  male- 
diction, has  leaned  upon  a  broken  reed. 

The  nature  and  the  object  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary are  subjects  worthy  of  investigation. 
The  salary  of  the  judge  may  be  increased,  but 
cannot  be  diminished ;  and  his  term  of  office  is 
perpetual.  He  may  receive  a  reward  for  pleas- 
ing the  Legislature,  but  he  can  suffer  no  re- 
moval or  abatement  of  compensation  for  dis- 
pleasing them.  Is  this  independence  designed 
to  give  the  court  power  to  arrest  the  Executive 
in  a  career  of  usurpation  ?  Certainly  not ;  for 
the  people  have  reserved  this  power  to  them- 
selves. Nor  is  it  to  prescribe  bounds  to  the 
legislative  will ;  for  every  legislator  is  held  re- 
sponsible to  his  constituents.  Both  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  members  of  Congress  are  depend- 
ent on  tiie  will  of  the  people ;  and  the  people 
have  made  them  feel  their  power,  when  the 
judiciary  were  ^ving  sanction  to  unconstitu- 
tional measures.  It  was  never  intended  by  this 
irresponsibilitv  to  give  the  Federal  courts  pow- 
er to  limit  the  prerogatives  of  State  Legisla- 
tures, because  they  are  subject  to  the  same  sov- 
ereign will  of  the  people,  who  could  not  have 
designed  to  clothe  a  small  number  of  select 
judges,  however  honest  or  enlightened,  with  the 
power  to  control  that  sovereignty  which  it  was 
their  pleasure  to  vest  in  their  State  authorities, 
where  they  could  have  the  means  of  regulating 
it  at  their  own  pleasure,  without  danger  of  an- 
archy or  despotism.  Such  control,  vested  in  an 
independent  magistracy,  would  be  entirely  hos- 
tile to  every  principle  of  self-government ;  and 
the  people  do  not  fear  themselves.  All  power 
rests  in  them,  and  they  are  responsible  to  no 
earthly  tribunal  for  its  exercise.  They  never 
intended  to  transfer  it  to  those  who  might  abuse 
it  with  impunity.  They  deem  it  safer  where 
nature  and  nature^s  God  have  placed  it— in 
themselves ;  and  they  cannot  recognize  a  prin- 
ciple so  obnoxious  to  free  men,  as  that  which 
g^ves  it  to  others  because  they  themselves  are 
unworthy  to  hold  it 

The  real  object  of  an  independent  judiciary, 
in  this  country,  must  have  been  to  imbody  the 
best  experience  in  legal  knowledge  and  pro- 
duce uniformity  of  decision  in  legal  questions 
relatire  to  property  and  crimes.  The  science 
of  politics  is  still  in  its  infancy ;  and  its  perfec- 
tion depends  on  principles  which  the  progress 
of  republican  government  must  yet  develop ; 
but  the  science  of  jurisprudence  is  more  estab- 
lished, and  composed  of  principles  which  never 
change.  The  one  is  mutable,  tiie  other  immu- 
table. There  is,  therefore,  not  so  great  necessi- 
ty for  the  same  kind  of  responsibility  in  the 
judiciary,  if  their  powers  are  oontined  to  the 


proper  object  of  their  office — ^that  of  definiuff 
questions  of  law;  but  when  they  transcend 
those  limits,  and  bring  to  their  bar  every  other 
department,  both  of  the  Federal  Government 
and  the  States,  it  becomes  necessary  to  or- 
dain some  tribunal  that  may  guard  against  an 
abuse  of  their  power.  They  assume  the  right 
of  deciding  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the 
laws  of  the  Union  and  of  the  States,  and  of  set- 
ting them  aside  at  pleasure.  Some  of  the 
learned  in  law  have  acquiesced  in  this  assump- 
tion of  power ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple cannot  approve  it.  if  the  constitution  had 
provided  that  the  judges  should  form  a  council 
of  revision  to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality 
of  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  even  of  the  seve- 
ral States ;  and  that  no  law  should  be  binding 
without  their  sanction  to  its  constitutionality, 
and  that  these  judges  should  hold  their  office 
during  good  behavior,  without  an  authority  in 
the  people  to  remove  them  or  revise  their  de- 
cisions, I  venture  the  assertion,  that  the  consti- 
tution would'have  been  rejected  by  every  State 
in  the  Union.  If  they  can  declare  a  bad  law 
unconstitutional,  they  may  also  declare  a  good 
law  void  upon  the  same  principle.  If  the  Legis- 
lature shall  pass  a  bad  law,  or  refrise  to  pass  a 
good  law,  the  people  will  elect  others  in  their 
place  to  remedy  the  evil ;  but  the  judges  are 
not  accountable  to  the  people  for  their  opin- 
ions. A  legislative  body  may  be  changed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  people ;  but,  over  the  court,  the 
people  hold  no  right  of  change,  no  power  of 
coercion.  From  what  source  is  the  power 
which  they  exercise,  derived  ?  From  the  con- 
stitution? No ;  that  is  as  silent  as  death  upon 
the  subject ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  one  man 
of  a  thousand  in  the  nation  would  vote  so  to 
amend  the  constitution  as  to  confer  this  power. 
Is  it  in  the  theory  of  our  Government?  No; 
it  is  in  direct  hostility  to  the  theory  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance 
thereof  and  treaties  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  of  each  state  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  laws  or  con- 
stitution of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. The  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  the  members  of  the  several  State 
Legislatures,  and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  offi- 
cers, both  of  the  United  States  and  the  State, 
shall  be  bound  by  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  sup- 
port the  constitution.  Judffes,  in  common  with 
other  officers,  being  bound  by  oath,  a  duty  is 
said  to  be  created  in  them  to  decide  upon  the 
constitutionality  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  State 
laws,  and  State  constitutions;  and  when,  in 
their  opinion,  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, to  declare  tiiem  nuU  and  void.  Woidd 
it  not  be  equally  the  duty  of  Congress  to  de- 
clare the  opinion  of  the  Federd  Judiciary  null 
and  void,  in  every  case  where  a  m^onty  of 
Congress  might  deem  it  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution?   For  instance :  the  Legislature,  after 
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Ml  diflcoaaioQ  upon  the  oonstitationality  of  the 
measore,  shall  pass  a  law  involving  the  best  in- 
t»«6t  of  the  country  in  peace  or  in  war.  The 
court  sbaU  express  a  different  opinion;  and, 
upon  every  question  arising  under  it,  act  in  con- 
formity to  their  own  opinion,  that  the  law  is 
unconsdtational  and  void«  Forty-eight  Sena- 
tors, one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Representa- 
tivea^  and  the  Preddent  of  the'United  States,  all 
sworn  to  maintain  the  constitution,  l^ve  con- 
curred in  the  eentiment  that  the  measure  is 
strictly  eonformable  to  it.  Seven  judges,  irre- 
sponsible to  any  earthly  tribunal  for  their  de- 
cLsionfl,  revise  the  measure,  declare  it  unconsti- 
tutional, and  effectually  destroy  its  operation. 
Whose  opinion  shall  prevail?  that  of  the  legis- 
lators and  President,  or  that  of  the  court  ?  The 
court  must  admit  that  wise  and  good  men  may 
conscientiously  differ  in  opinion  upon  such  a 
decision,  or  their  own  reversion  will  fix  upon 
every  other  department  of  the  Government  the 
conviction  of  perjury ;  and,  if  any  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  may  exist,  I  would  ask,  which 
has  the  night  to  overrule  the  other?  If  Con- 
gress were  as  scrupulously  tenacious  of  their 
own  powers,  they  would  decree,  and  would 
deem  it  their  solemn  duty  to  decree,  that  such 
a  decision  of  the  court  is  unconstitutional  and 
Toid.  In  that  case,  who  must  yield  ?  and  where 
would  the  confusion  end?  But  the  principal 
danger  arises  from  a  collision  of  the  Federal 
Judiciary  with  the  State  sovereignties.  The 
jndges  have  exercised  some  caution  in  relation 
to  the  acts  of  Congress.  They  have  g^ierally 
acted  upon  the  laws  as  they  received  them,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  members  to  account  to  their  con- 
stituents for  their  measures.  Nor  have  they 
had  any  temptaiaons  to  do  otherwise.  The  sup- 
port of  Federal  authority  must,  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  situation,  be  a  point  for  them  to 
m^ntain  rather  than  abandon.  The  Supreme 
Comt  has  even  decided  that  Congress  is  sole 
jod^  of  the  measures  necessary  to  carry  into 
effisct  the  specific  powers  delegated  by  the  con- 
stitution. Had  the  same  delicacy  been  observed 
by  that  tribunal  when  State  laws  have  been  the 
snbgect  of  construction,  it  is  probable  the  exam- 
ination of  judicial  encroachment  upon  their 
sovereignties  might  never  have  been  com- 
meoced.  But  a  comparison  of  the  cases  will 
show  a  disposition  widely  different  in  the  revi- 
sal  of  State  law&  which  proves  the  strong  bias 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary  in  support  of  federal 
power.  A  bias  equally  strong  may  probably 
exist  on  the  other  side  in  the  State  tribunals ; 
and  in  case  of  disagreement,  which  tribunal 
fifaall  prevail  ?  So  &r  as  my  observation  ex- 
tendsi  the  superior  courts  of  the  States  would 
not  l^  disgraced  by  a  comparison  with  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  in  capacity, 
int^rity,  and  legal  acquirements.  It,  there- 
fin^  wpears  to  me  that  justice  requires  an  in- 
termediate tribunal  to  decide  between  them.  I 
know  of  no  clause  in  the  Federal  Constitution 
that  gives  tlie  power  to  the  Judiciary  of  de- 
daiing  the  laws  and  constitution  of  a  State  re- 


pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and,  therefore,  null  and  void.  No  ex- 
press grant,  nor  fair  construction,  contains  it; 
and,  I  presume,  every  gentleman,  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  States 
never  designed  so  to  impiur  their  sovereignty  as 
to  delegate  this  power  to  the  Federal  Judiciary. 
But  they  have  assumed  it^  and,  to  counteract 
the  evils  which  must  result  from  this  assump- 
tion, a  responsible  tribunal  of  appeal  should  be 
provided. 

The  short  though  splendid  history  of  this 
Government,  furnishes  nothing  that  can  induce 
us  to  look  with  a  very  favorable  eye  to  the 
Federal  Judiciary  as  a  safe  depository  of  our 
liberties.  When  a  law  was  enacted  in  violation 
of  a  vital  principle  of  the  constitution,  that 
which  was  designed  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  ^<^  victims  of  its  oper- 
ation looked  in  vain  to  the  judges  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  usurpation.  If  this«  power  could 
ever  be  exercised  to  any  good  purpose,  it  would 
be,  on  such  occasions,  to  declare  the  law  uncon- 
stitutional which  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  the 
vital  principles  of  freedom ;  but  so  far  as  the 
transactions  of  that  day  are  detailed  in  our  pub- 
lic records,  it  appears  that  the  judiciary  was  a 
willing  instrument  of  Federal  usurpation.  That 
law  was  executed  in  all  the  rigor  of  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it.  The  turbulence  of  faction 
found  no  moderation  there;  and  the  people 
found  relief  only  in  their  own  power.  The 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise  removed  the 
evil,,  and  this  is  their  only  safe  dependence. 

The  Union  is  the  idol  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. It  is  regarded  by  all  as  the  bulwark  of 
safety ;  sacred  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant ;  and 
their  indignant  frowns  would  drive  into  obscu- 
rity the  man  who  would  attempt  to  weaken 
the  bond.  In  adverting  to  particular  instances 
in  which  the  State  authorities  have  been  set  at 
defiance,  the  case  of  New  Hampshire  shall  first 
be  noted. 

In  1759,  the  King  of  England  granted  to 
Dartmouth  College  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
without  limitation  of  time.  Education  was  the 
object ;  and  New  Hampshire  was  then  a  Brit- 
ish colony.  After  the  Revolution,  when  New 
Hampshire  had  become  an  independent  State, 
the  Legislature,  by  a  donation  of  land  to  this 
college,  recognized  it  as  a  corporate  body. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  Legislature  modified  the  charter,  without 
the  consent  of  the  corporation,  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  that  State  sustained  the  act  of 
the  Legislature.  The  canse  was  then  taken 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  act  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
was  declared  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  on 
the  ground  that  the  charter  of  the  Xing  of  Eng- 
land to  the  trustees  was  a  contract  within  the 
meaning  of  that  clause  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution which  provides  that  no  State  shall  pass  a 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  and 
that  the  mo^cation  of  the  charter  was  a  vio- 
lation of  this  clause.     By  this  decision  the 
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principal  literary  iDstitntion  in  Kew  Hampshire 
is  placed  beyond  the  control  of  the  Logislatare 
of  that  State ;  and  an  act  of  the  British  King 
cannot  be  changed  by  the  State  that  has  be- 
come independent  of  tne  edicts  of  that  monarch. 
I  will  here  leave  the  free  sons  of  the  North  to 
vindicate  their  own  conduct  in  pretending  to 
be  so  independent  as  to  presame  to  touch  the 
consecrated  act  of  their  former  sovereign ;  and 
proceed  to  the  great  and  enterprising  State  of 
New  York. 

It  is  certainly  correct  in  the  judiciary  to  show 
no  respect  to  particolar  States,  in  the  exercise 
of  this  high  prerogative  of  controlling  their 
destinies ;  and  in  the  case  which  I  am  aboat  to 
notice,  we  have  a  striking  instance  of  their  im- 
partiality. I  allade  to  Siat  in  which  the  Su- 
preme Court  set  aside  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
btate  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  that  it  vio- 
lated contracts.  The  court  admitted  the  right 
of  a  State  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  and  that  such 
a  law  could  not  be  controlled  but  by  an  act  of 
Congress  contravening  its  execution ;  but  that 
it  must  contain  no  provision  impfdring  the  obli- 
gation of  a  contract.  The  court  then  delivers 
this  opinion,  which  must  be  an  omnipotent  and 
immutable  decree ;  that  any  such  act  of  a  State, 
which  will  release  from  tlie  contract  the  future 
acquisitions  of  a  bankrupt,  is  a  violation  of  the 
obligation  of  a  contract,  and  therefore  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that,  as  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
State  of  New  York  contains  such  a  provision, 
it  is  unconstitutional  and  void.  By  this  deci* 
cision,  it  appears  the  State  has  a  constitutional 
right  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  provided  the  State 
shall  never  exercise  that  power ;  but,  if  the 
power  is  exercised,  the  right  is  forfeited  and 
the  law  is  void ;  for  the  very  essence  of  a  bank- 
rupt law  is,  that  the  bankrupt,  on  making  a 
faithful  surrender  of  his  property,  shall  be  re- 
leased forever,  both  in  person  and  in  his  future 
gains.  To  make  this  decision  the  more  impos- 
mg,  the  court  have  also  settled  this  point ;  that 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  executed  before  or  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  such  law — ^whether  prospective  or 
retrospective;  in  either  case,  the  provision  is 
unconstitutioxxal  and  void. 

I  will  now  come  to  the  smaller  State  of  New 
Jersey,  though  not  the  less  entitled  to  high 
consideration  and  respect.  If  patriotic  devotion 
to  the  national  welfure  in  peace  and  in  war — 
if  generous  sacrifices  to  the  cause  of  mdepend- 
ence  constitute  a  claim  of  merit,  no  State  in  the 
Union  is  entitied  to  higher  marks  of  honor  than 
New  Jersey.  But  let  us  notice  the  admonition 
which  the  Federal  Judiciary  has  given  this 
State^  to  retrace  the  steps  which  she  has  ven- 
tured to  take  before  consulting  them.  In  1759, 
while  a  British  colony,  this  State  granted  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Delaware  Indians,  to  hold  in 
perpetuity,  without  being  subject  to  taxation, 
but  with  an  iigunction  that  these  lands  should 
never  be  sold  or  leased  by  the  Indians.  In 
1801,  the  LegLBlature  of  New  Jersey  passed  an 
act  authorizing  these  lands  to  be  sold,  but  with* 


out  a  clause  expressly  repealing  that  part  of  the 
act  of  1769,  which  exempted  them  from  tax- 
ation. In  1804,  that  clause  was  repealed,  and 
the  lands  afterwards  taxed  in  common  with 
other  property  in  that  State.  The  proprietors 
refused  to  pay  the  tax,  and  suit  was  brought 
against  them,  in  which  both  the  inferior  and 
superior  courts  of  Ihe  State  decided  in  frivor  of 
the  legality  of  the  tax.  The  case  was  then 
carried  into  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;«  and  there  it  was  decreed,  in  opposition 
to  both  the  legislative  and  ludicial  authority  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  tnat  the  law  was  in 
violation  of  a  contract  implied  in  the  original 
grant  to  those  Indians,  therefore  unconstitutional 
and  void,  and  those  lands  forever  free  from  tax- 
ation. Now,  sir,  what  can  be  more  dangeroua 
to  the  existence  of  liberty,  than  power  lodged 
in  a  body,  in  no  way  amenable  to  the  State  for 
its  exercise,  which  may  set  at  defiauce  the 
whole  constituted  authority  of  that  State,  and 
even  subvert  her  system  of  taxation  upon  her 
own  domains?  Was  it  for  th^s  that  Jersey 
bled  at  every  pore  to  resist  the  authority  A 
taxation  without  representation-^thatshe  might 
submit  to  the  same  deprivation  at  home  witii- 
out  the  power  of  repairing  on  injury  or  of  ar- 
resting its  progress  ?  And  such  is  indeed  her 
forlorn  condition,  and  that  of  every  State  in 
the  Union,  if  the  Federal  Judiciary  may  pro- 
hibit them  from  taxing  one  part  of  their  do- 
main, and  thus  impose  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  doubling  the  burden  upon  other  parts  to 
make  good  her  revenue.  Such  power,  vested 
in  an  independent,  irresponsible  tribunal,  may 
eventually  swallow  up  the  States,  and  leave 
their  governments  but  a  shadow,  unless  some 
other  tribunal  shall  be  established,  amenable  to 
the  States  or  to  the  people,  witii  power  to  over- 
rule their  decisions  when  erroneous. 

The  next  in  order  that  presents  itself  is  the 
respectable  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  whom 
the  idea  originated,  of  constituting  this  body  a 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  controversies,  when 
that  serious  conflict  existed  between  the  two 
Governments,  in  what  is  commonly  called  the 
Olmstead  case.  Her  conduct  was  firm,  bnt 
temperate.  Congress  must  not  mistake  the 
motive  that  dictated  the  course  which  she  took. 
She  yielded,  not  because  she  was  convinced,  or 
alarmed ;  but  because  she  was  unwilHnff  to  use 
the  militia  which  was  ordered  out,  to  shed  the 
blood  of  her  own  children,  It  was  the  love  of 
order.  Pennsylvania  is  like  the  rock  in  the 
midst  of  the  tempest — she  is  not  to  be  shaken — 
she  is  slow  in  her  anger,  but  mighty  in  her 
wrath — ^her  blood  runs  slowly,  unless  aroused 
by  a  sense  of  iiijury,  or  by  a  serious  attack  upon 
the  first  principles  of  self-government.  If  such 
a  state  of  things  should  ever  exist ;  if  Pennsyl- 
vania were  assailed  by  foreign  aggressions,  or 
domestic  usurpations,  you  would  find  her  like 
the  angry  lion ;  and  it  would  be  as  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  move  her  from  her  ground  by  force, 
as  was  the  command  of  great  Canute,  the 
Danish  monarch  of  England,  to  compel  the 
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waves  of  the  ooean  to  stand  stUl,  and  not  en- 
croach upon  his  mi^festy. 

Let  ns  next  oome  to  Maryland,  and  notice 
the  case  of  McOnlloch.  In  relation  to  this 
ease,  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear,  in  what  way  this 
State  shall  be  jnistified  by  ner  distinguished 
representative,  who  has  had  the  opportanity  of 
Tiewinff  distinctly  the  varions  grounds  taken  by 
the  Federal  Jndioiary  in  the  constmction  of  its 
own  oonatitntional  powers.  It  is  die  case  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  before  alluded  to ;  a 
case  in  which  I  deem  it  my  privilege  and  my 
dnl^  to  dissent  from  the  court  in  some  of  its 
p06iti<»isL  I  will  here  observe,  that  I  have  no 
personal  oomplaint  against  that  institution,  nor 
any  motive  whatever  to  speak  harshly  of  it 
So  far  as  I  have  had  any  dealings  with  it,  the 
oondoct  of  that  bank  has  been  marked  witli  an 
boDorableUberality;  and  my  acquaintance  with 
its  prendent  enables  me  to  say  with  confidence, 
that  for  correctness,  integrity,  and  capacity,  he 
is  entitled  to  the  rank  whicli  he  occupies  among 
oar  most  distingnished  citizens.  But  it  is  the 
principle  of  ju^cial  decision  that  I  wotodd  refer 
to.  The  court  has  determined  that  this  bank 
has  Uie  ri^  to  locate  a  branch  in  a  State  with- 
out the  consent  of  that  State ;  that  the  charter 
of  an  incorporation  does  not  involve  a  distinct 
sovereign  power,  but  is  the  instrument  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  power  which  originates  it ; 
that  Congress  might  adopt  such  means  as  they 
shall  judge  proper  to  carry  their  power  into 
effect,  and  that  the  question,  what  means  are 
most  suitable,  whether  a  bank  or  other  means, 
is  not  a  subiect  of  judicial,  but  political  inves- 
tigation ;  tnat  when,  for  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  lo- 
cate a  bank,  or  to  authorize  the  location  of  any 
of  its  branches  in  a  State,  such  State  has  not 
the  power  to  impose  a  tax  on  such  bank  or 
branch,  as  shall  be  located  within  its  juris- 
diction ;  with  this  reservation,  that  the  princi- 
Tle  does  not  extend  to  the  real  estate  of  such 
bank,  nor  to  the  proprietary  riglit  of  the  citi- 
zens of  that  State.  This  decision,  though  plau- 
aible  at  first  view,  will  be  found  highly  excep- 
tioaable  upon  closer  investigation.  The  right 
of  taxation  is  acknowledged  to  be  concurrent 
with  the  States  and  the  United  States,  except 
where  oonstitntional  restrictions  are  imposed ; 
and  no  one  pretends  to  sav  that  the  constitution 
gives  anj  exclusive  privilege  to  tax  banks,  or 
contains  any  prohibition  upon  that  power.  If 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  by  the  United 
States  Is  a  means  of  exercising  sovereignty,  the 
establlahing  of  a  bank  by  a  State  is  equally  so ; 
and  If  a  tax,  levied  by  a  State  upon  a  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  is  a  violation  of  the 
fiovereignly  of  the  General  Grovemment,  a  tax 
levied  by  the  United  States  upon  a  State  bank 
Is  a  violation  of  the  State  sovereignty.  But, 
during  the  late  war,  the  General  Government 
did  impose  a  tax  upon  State  banks,  and  the  act 
was  sustained ;  now,  when  a  State  levies  a  tax 
upon  a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  with- 
in the  limits  of  its  Jurisdiction,  the  law  is  de- 


clared to  be  unoonstitutiona],  because  it  is  an 
encroachment  of  soverei^ty.  The  plain  doc- 
trine involved  in  this  decision  is,  that  the  States 
are  bound  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  United  States  are  not 
bound  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 
The  powers  of  the  General  Government  are 
omnipotent,  but  the  powers  of  the  States  are 
whatever  the  court  may  pleas  to  prescribe. 
Such  is  the  practical  effect  of  this  decision.  The 
General  Government  may  tax  a  State  bank,  but 
a  State  may  not  tax  a  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  within  its  jurisdiction ;  because 
the  General  Government  is  sovereign,  and  the 
State  governments  are  subordinate. 
^  Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  involved  in  the  same 
predicament  with Mitfyland.  The Generaldov- 
emment  laid  a  tax  upon  the  State  banks  of 
Kentuckv,  and  the  tax  was  paid.  Kentucky,  in 
turn,  laid,  not  an  extravagant,  but  a  moderate, 
a  reasonable  tax  upon  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  that  State,  and  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  the  State  decided  that  it  was  con- 
stitutional. The  decision  was  able,  and  the  ar- 
guments on  which  it  was  founded  were  conclu- 
sive ;  but  they  considered  it  wise  to  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  suffer,  for  the  sake  of  har- 
mony, this  violation  of  their  right,  till  they  may 
be  practically  restored  by  constitutional  inter- 
position. It  may  have  been  impolitic  to  have 
imposed  this  tax ;  but  the  right  cannot  be  relin- 
quished while  the  reciprocal  right  exists  on  the 
other  side ;  and  unless  some  remedy  is  provided 
to  counteract  the  mischief  that  must  arise,  no 
one  can  predict  where  it  will  end. 

In  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  am  not  so 
ready  to  say  that  her  proceeding  was  correct. 
It  was  at  the  instance  of  many  of  her  distin- 
guished citizens,  that  the  bank  located  branches 
there;  and  the  object  of  the  tax  was  evidently 
to  drive  them  back,  or  destroy  them.  I  contend 
for  the  right  of  taxation,  (not  of  imposing  penal- 
ties,) a  right  which  belongs  to  the  essence  of 
sovereignty,  whether  the  stock  belongs  to  citi- 
zens, to  foreigners,  or  to  the  United  States ;  and 
the  character  of  the  proprietors  cannot  impair 
the  right  But,  if  Ohio  was  wrong,  yet  the 
proceedings  in  relation  to  her  were  an  unwar- 
ranted breach  of  her  sovereignty,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  her  rights  as  a  State.  She  was  prose- 
cuted, and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
Marshal  She  was  imprisoned  and  bound  in 
chains  by  the  Federal  Judiciary.  Her  treasurer 
was  taken  by  a  process  from  the  United  States 
Court;  the  keys  of  the  treasury  taken  from 
him;  the  doors  of  the  strong-box  opened,  and 
the  money  taken  from  the  coffers.  But  the  at- 
titude which  she  assumed  under  these  proceed- 
ings, was  such  as  to  sustain  her  native  dignity 
of  character,  while  she  submitted  to  the  con- 
stituted authority  of  the  Union. 

These  are  some  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
laws  of  the  States  have  been  declared  uncon- 
stitutional, and  the  sovereignties  that  ordained 
them  prostrated  by  the  Federal  Judiciary ;  and 
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we  owe  it  more  to  the  patriotic  forbearance  of 
the  States,  that  intestine  conunotions  have  not 
been  the  result,  than  to  a  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  those  States  that  these  proceedings 
were  sanctioned  by  justice  or  by  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  A  remedy  is  necessary — a 
tribunal,  responsible  to  all  the  States,  should 
be  constituted  with  appellate  Jurisdiction,  and 
in  its  decisions  all  will  acquiesce. 

In  the  case  of  Cohen  ds.  Virginia,  the  conduct 
of  the  Supreme  Court  has  also  been  a  subject  of 
much  animadversion  and  dissatlBfaction.  The 
most  exceptionable  part  is  the  construction  of 
their  own  power,  which  gives  them  jurisdiction 
in  the  case.  The  constitution  provides^  that  in 
all  cases  in  which  a  State  is  a  party,  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction; 
nothing  is  said  of  appellate  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases ;  but  here,  when  the  State  was  a  party, 
the  Supreme  Court  exercised,  not  original  but 
appellate  jurisdiction.  It  would  seem,  by  this 
clause  of  the  constitution,  l^at  it  was  never  de- 
signed that  a  State  should  be  brought  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by 
writ  of  error,  especially  when  she  had  been  a 
party  to  the  same  case  in  her  own  courts ;  no, 
not  even  with  citizens  of  other  States  or  for- 
eigners. The  11th  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion provides,  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced 
or  prosecuted  against  one  of  tiiie  United  States 
by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or 
subjects  of  a  foreign  State.  This  amendment 
was  introduced  in  consequence  of  suits  brought 
against  Massachusetts  and  Georgia,  soon  after 
the  formation  of  the  General  Government.  Tet 
the  Supreme  Court  assume  not  only  original 
but  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Cohen, 
under  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
provides  that  the  judicial  power  of  ^e  United 
States  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States.  The  argument  nms  thus : 
that,  although  they  could  not  exercise  appellate 
jurisdiction  where  a  State  is  a  party,  provided 
the  controversy  arose  under  any  other  law,  yet, 
when  the  controversy  arises  under  the  consti- 
tution, laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
they  may  assume  appellate  jurisdiction.  The 
plain  meaning  is,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  confined  to  cases  arising 
under  the  constitution,  law&  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions imposed  in  the  other  clause,  confining 
the  court  to  the  exercise  of  original  jurisdiction 
over  States,  and  in  the  amendment  relating  to 
the  suability  of  States ;  that  is,  in  all  cases  thus 
arising  they  may  exercise  jurisdiction,  but  when 
a  State  is  a  party  their  jurisdiction  must  be 
original ;  and  if  commenced  or  prosecuted  by  a 
citizen  of  another  State,  or  of  a  foreign  State, 
they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  is  the  construction  which 
ought  to  be  given  it;  but  the  court  has  given  a 
latitude  of  construction  which  absolutely  en- 


larges their  jurisdiction,  so  as  to  embrace  States 
and  every  thing  else,  when  tlie  controversy 
arises  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  exercising  of  a 
guardian  power  over  the  States,  even  to  the  re- 
vision and  repealing  of  their  laws ;  and  to  con- 
troversies arising  under  State  constitutions  and 
laws,  even  affecting  their  criminal  code;  for 
the  case  of  Cohen  was  of  this  last  description, 
and  the  jurisdiction  was  also  appellate.  But  I 
shall  no  longer  dwell  upon  a  case  that  has 
itself  been  the  subject  of  a  volume. 


TuEaoAT,  January  15. 
Ethan  Allen  Bbown,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 

Elace  of  William  A.  Trimble,  deceased,  produced 
is  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 


Thursdat,  January  24. 
C^SAs  A.  Rodnxt,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  attended,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Suppression  of  Piracy. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  ASun  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  |Mro- 
viding  by  law  for  the  bi)ilding  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  Bloope  of  war,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce  of  the  United  States  m  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ; 
and  into  the  propriety  of  employing  one  or  more  of 
the  frigates  or  ships  of  war  of  Uie  United  States  for 
the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Pleasants  thought  the  designation  of 
sloops  of  war  would  confine  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry  within  too  narrow  limits,  particularly 
as  ne  presumed  a  smaller  class  of  vessels  would 
be  more  suitable  for  the  object  in  view.  He 
shoi(ld  prefer  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
building  an  additional  number  of  smaU  ve^els 
of  war,  without  designating  the  size.  Mr.  P. 
had  an  objection,  also,  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  which  directs  that  a  part  of  the  na- 
val force  be  employed  in  a  particular  service ; 
because  it  would  be  interfering  with  the  proper 
action  of  the  Executive  authority,  whose  prov- 
ince it  is  to  direct  in  what  manner  the  naval 
force  shall  be  employed.  Mr.  P.  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  conformably  to  the  ideas 
he  had  suggested. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  observed,  that  five  or  six  addi- 
tional small  vessels  were  certainly  very  innch 
wanted  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  elsewhere  among  the 
islands ;  but,  as  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  navy  by  building  additional  vessels  might 
be  doubted,  and  as  a  sufficient  number  of  suit- 
able vessels  might  at  present  very  probably  be 
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paivbased,  he  snggested  the  proprietj  of  ohang- 
iDg  the  inqnirj  into  one  for  providing  by  par- 
cluse  an  additional  nmnber«of  small  vesselsl 

Mr.  Ons  suggested  the  propriety  of  simpli- 
fying the  reflolntion  into  an  inquiry  of  providing 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  an  addition^  number 
<^  small  Teasels  "for  the  better  protection  of 
the  oommerce  of  the  United  States."  An  ex.- 
pressian.  of  the  object  in  terms  so  general  as 
this,  he  thought  would  not  trench  on  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Executive. 

Kr.  JoHKBOK,  for  the  puiTK>se  of  accommo- 
dating the  views  of  the  different  gentlemen, 
while  it  would  answer  the  object  he  had  in 
view,  modified  his  motion  to  read  as  follows : 

Betolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afhin  be 
iutnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  finr  the  building  or  purchase  of  an  addi- 
tinal  namber  of  small  vessels  of  war,  for  the  pzo- 
tsetiaai  of  the  oommerce  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  form  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


MozTDAT,  January  28. 
AUow€Mce  of  Dravibachs, 
Ifr.  D'Wou  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Retolvedf  That  the  Coimnittee  on  Commerce  and 
Mami&ctiires  be  instmcted  to  report  a  bill  for  allow* 
ii^  drawbacks  on  merchandise  exported,  which  shall 
be  manofkctiired  from  foreign  materials,  to  amount 
of  the  duties  on  soch  materials, 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  a  speech  of  considerable 
length,  explanatory  of  his  views  in  offering  tiie 
resolution;  embracing  a  variety  of  practical 
Btatements  of  the  course  of  trade,  to  wow  the 
advantage  which  would  accrue  to  the  revenue 
by  extending  the  benefit  of  drawbacks,  inas- 
mnch  Bs  it  would  encourage  internal  industry 
and  exportation;  urging  the  expediency  of 
adopting  soch  measures  as  would  tend  to  di- 
minish the  existing  inequality  in  the  amount 
of  imports  and  exports,  as  detrimental  to  the 
pobfic  interest  as  it  always  is  to  the  interest 
of  a  priTate  individual  to  buy  more  than  he 

Virginia  Zand  WarranU. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Buooles,  on  Saturday,  requesting  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  certain  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  lands  granted  and  located 
bj  patents  to  the  Revolutionary  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  the  reservations 
in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 

Mr.  BuGOLBS  offered  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
planaticm  of  the  object  of  this  resolution.  He 
Bsid  it  would  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year 
1784,  the  State  of  Virginia  ceded  all  her  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
Biver,  to  the  United  States.  Attached  to  this 
cesnon  were  certain  conditions,  one  of  which 
was,  that,  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  land  on 
the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters 
of  Cumberland  Biver,  and  between  the  Green 
and  Teimeasee  Bivers^  should  prove  insufficient 


to  satisfy  the  legal  bounties  which  had  been 
engaged  to  the  troops  of  Virginia  on  Oontinen- 
tal  Establishment,  then  the  deficiency  should 
be  made  to  the  said  troops  in  good  land,  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Littie  Miami  Rivers,  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Biver  Ohio.  In  a  short 
time  after  this  ces^on  was  made,  the  holders 
of  those  soldiers'  warrants  commenced  locating 
them  on  the  tract  of  land  conditionally  reserved 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  without  any  infor- 
mation having  been  given  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  or  Congress,  that  a  deficiency 
on  the, waters  of  Cumberland  River  existed. 
Congress,  by  a  resolution  in  1788,  put  a  stop  to 
this  proceeding,  by  declaring  all  such  surveys 
and  locations  invalid,  until  correct  measures 
should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  a  de- 
ficiency had  really  occurred.  The  Governor  of 
Virginia  was  then  requested  to  ascertain  and 
communicate  this  information  to  the  General 
Gk>vemment,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry 
into  effect  the  stipulations  in  the  act  of  cession, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
parties.  Afterwards,  the  agents  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  did  report  to  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
good  land  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  State, 
on  the  southwest  side  of  the  Ohio  River ;  upon 
which  information  they  were  autiiorized  by 
Congress  to  locate  the  remainder  of  the  war- 
rants upon  the  tract  conditionally  reserved  be- 
tween the  Scioto  and  Littie  Miami  Rivers.  Mr. 
R.  said  this  was  a  plain  history  of  the  proceed- 
ing as  it  had  occurred.  His  object  in  calling 
for  the  information  contained  in  the  resolution, 
was  to  ascertain  whether  the  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Virginia  had 
been  fairly  executed,  and  whether  any  fraud 
had  been  committed  in  the  issuing  of  the  war- 
rants, or  in  the  location  of  tiiem.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  far  from  imputing  any  misconduct  or 
blame  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  or  any  officer 
acting  under  the  authorit}^  of  her  laws.  It 
was,  however,  a  fact,  that  it  had  taken  much 
more  land  to  satisfv  those  warrants  than  was 
ever  anticipated,  and  almost  the  whole  district 
of  country  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami 
Rivers  had  been  covered  witii  them.  If  the  in- 
formation sought  for  by  this  resolution  can  be 
furnished,  it  can  be  easily  ascertained  whether 
fraud  has  been  conunitted  or  injustice  practised. 
A  report  of  the  number  of  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  Bevolutionary  war,  from 
Virginia,  on  Continental  Establishment,  to- 
gether with  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to 
each  of  them,  will  show  the  whole  amount  to 
which  they  were  entitied.  A  statement  of  the 
quantity  of  land  that  was  covered  with  war- 
rants, on  the  waters  of  Cumberland  River,  when 
the  agents  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  reported 
to  the  Executive  of  Virginia  the  deficiency  that 
existed,  will  determine  the  quantity  to  which 
they  were  entiUed  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River, 
and  between  the  Scioto  and  Littie  Miami  Rivers. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  considered  this  information  not 
only  very  desurable  but  of  great  importance. 
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He  could  not  say  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  conld  furnish  all  that  was  called 
for,  but  he  believed  sufficient  could  be  obtained 
to  meet  the  objects  he  had  in  view. 


Tuesday,  January  29. 
Military  Hoods, 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Ohandlbb,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  two  military  roads  f^om 
the  State  of  Maine  to  the  British  line,  was  next 
taken  up ;  and  some  opposition  being  manifest- 
ed to  it — 

Mr.  CHAin)LBB  briefly  explained  the  im- 
portance which  the  proposed  roads  would  be 
m  a  national  point  of  view,  and  which  might 
be  easily  constructed  by  the  troops  now  in 
service. 

Mr.  HoLMBS,  of  Maine,  gave  a  description  of 
the  country  referred  to,  to  show  the  value  which 
these  roads  would  be  for  military  purposes,  if 
the  country  should  ever  again  be  involved  in 
war  with  the  same  nation  with  which  it  was 
recently  engaged  in  hostilities,  and  there  was 
little  probability  of  a  war  with  any  other  power. 
These  preparations  ought  to  be  made  in  time  of 
peace.  He  remarked,  moreover,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Grovernment  had  never  been  called  on 
before  to  expend  any  of  the  public  money  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  or  for  her  use,  and  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  two  gentlemen  did  not 
exactly  agree.  One  of  them  asked  for  the  road 
because  he  deemed  it  necessary,  the  other  be- 
cause none  of  the  public  money  had  yet  been 
spent  in  the  State  of  Maine.  The  State  of 
North  Carolina  might  ask  some  public  improve- 
ment with  the  same  justice ;  for  there  had  been 
precious  little  money  expended  in  that  State. 
!But,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  do  not  ask  Congress  to 
spend  the  public  money  in  our  State ;  all  we 
ask  ia,  that  you  do  not  take  our  money  and 
spend  it  elsewhere.  As  to  preparing  for  war, 
he  said,  there  was  no  danger  that  a  free  people 
will  ever  be  unprepared  for  it ;  ti^e  danger  was 
that  they  would  be  too  well  prepared  for  it ; 
and  too  ready  to  engage  in  it ;  for  it  seemed  to 
him  that  free  government  had  the  same  effect 
on  the  human  constitution  as  heat  had  on  iron 
— ^it  made  it  swell.  Commence  these  roads,  and 
there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end ;  for  legis- 
lation might  be  compared  to  shingling  a  house — 
the  first  row  is  useless  unless  you  go  on,  lapping 
one  row  over  another  to  Uie  top.  It  will  prove 
just  so  with  appropriations  for  roads,  if  they 
are  once  begun. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to— 18  to  10. 


Wednesday,  January  80. 

Officers  of  the  Otutonu. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  in  Committee  of 

the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further 

to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  Collectors 

of  the  Customs,  &c^  and  the  amendments  re- 


ported thereto  by  the  Committee  on  finance, 
nrhese  amendments  were  numerous,  but  em* 
braced  principally  modifications  of  aetail,  and 
regulations  of  the  pay  of  weighers,  gaugen,  in- 
spectors, &c.] 

Mr.  HoLMBBrooke  as  foUows:  On  the  anb- 
lect,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  oompensataon  in  the 
large  ports,  the  committee  adopted  the  rule  to 
diminish  the  percentage  on  the  oonmiissions  eo 
low,  that  the  emoluments  would  not  exceed 
four  thousand  dollars  and  expenses.  To  fix  the 
compensation  of  a  collector,  so  that  it  would 
neither  exceed  nor  fiiU  short  of  a  particolar 
sum,  as  had  been  suggested  by  some  gentlemen, 
would  be  making  them  all  8<UaTy  officers.  This 
would  be  a  new  and  extraordinary  prinoiple. 
The  officer  would  have  no  interest  in  the  amoont 
of  revenue  collected — no  inducement  to  econ- 
omy. He  would  consult  his  ease  at  the  public 
expense ;  multiply  officers,  careless  of  the  ne- 
cessity, and  become  indifferent  and  neglectful 
of  the  amount  of  the  customs,  in  which  bis  in- 
terest was  no  way  concerned. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  percentage  is  re- 
duced so  low  in  some  of  the  ports,  that  the  fees 
and  commissions  wiU  not,  after  deducting  the 
expenses,  secure  the  officer  four  thousand  dol- 
lare.  Upon  a  revision  of  the  bill,  the  oommit- 
tee  were  apprehensive  that  in  the  district  of 
Philadelphia  such  might  be  the  result,  and  have 
therefore  left  that  as  before.  New  York  is  an 
important  district,  and  the  collector  there  ought 
to  be  pretty  sure  of  his  maximum ;  of  this,  with 
the  economy  which  he  can  and  ought  to  prac- 
tise, we  have  no  doubt  The  law  made  a 
deputy  a  substitute  for  the  collector  in  cases 
only  *^  of  sickness  or  occasional  and  neoessaiy 
absence;''  but  the  collectors  themselves  have 
made  them  permanent  officers,  with  a  salazy, 
in  some  instances,  of  three  thousand  dollsn 
per  year.  This  sum,  it  is  understood,  is  allowed 
in  New  York.  This  bill  limits  the  compen* 
sation  to  one  thousand  five  hundred.  Other 
improvements  in  the  clerk  hire,  stationery, 
office  rent,  and  contingent  expenses,  will  much 
diminish  the  expenses  of  that  port  Taking  the 
return  of  the  year  1819,  the  emoluments,  as  re- 
duced by  this  bill,  will  yidd  to  that  officer  a 
clear  income  of  $6,441 ;  by  that  of  the  year 
1820,  it  would  not  exceed  $2,628 ;  making  an 
average  of  $4,084.  But  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  in  this  last  year  a  new  collector  was  ap- 
pointed, and  a  moiety  of  the  commissions  dne 
on  outstanding  bonds  goes  to  his  predecessor, 
which  hitherto  diminished,  but  will  not  here- 
after diminish,  his  compensation. 

On  the  whole,  from  a  dnooinution  of  the  ex- 
pense which  this  bill  will  effect,  and  the  con- 
stant increase  of  the  commerce  of  that  port,  no 
possible  doubt  can  exist  that  the  rate  of  one- 
sixth  of  one  per  cent,  established  by  the  bilL 
will  amply  secure  the  collector  to  the  extent  ox 
his  maximum. 

As  to  Boston,  the  extravagances  in  that  dis* 
trict  are  so  great  that  even  a  greater  diminntion 
might  have  been  safely  allowed.    Acccurding  to 
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tiie  officers'  returns  for  several  snocessive  years, 
the  diminution  which  we  effect  by  a  single  re- 
duction in  the  office  of  deputy,' will  leave  the 
collector  a  sum  above  the  maximniu  established 
by  the  bill.  By  the  last  returns,  the  collector 
of  New  Orleans  is  sore  of  his  $4,000,  without 
considering  any  deductions  at  all ;  and  as  the 
other  districts,  classed  among  the  large  ports, 
have  not  arrived  at  the  sum  limited,  they  con- 
seonentl/  cannot  yet  be  affected  by  it. 

The  redaction  from  $5,000  to  $4,000,  in  the 
Urge  ports^  has  produced  much  opposition.  Of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  your  committee 
could  entertain  no  doubt.  $4,000,  with  a  share 
in  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  a  right  to  receive 
$400  as  agents  for  lighthouses,  &c.,  is  a  greater 
compensation  than  you  ^ve  to  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  better  living  than 
you  give  any  other  officer  in  the  Government, 
the  rresident  excepted.  The  office  is  responsi- 
ble, to  be  sure,  and  in  some  degree  arduous. 
Bat  the  Judge,  the  member  of  Congress,  the 
ambassador,  must  leave  his  friends,  his  fjamily, 
his  country,  and  endure  a  banishment,  as  the 
price  of  his  reward.  The  collector  enjoys  the 
fnnts  of  bis  labor  at  his  own  fireside,  and  in  the 
bosom  of  his  own  &mily.  Sir,  let  these  men 
resign,  by  reason  of  this  reduction,  and  you  will 
find  thousands  of  the  best  men  in  the  nation 
readj  to  step  into  their  shoes.  Amidst  all  our 
professions  for  economy  and  retrenchment, 
should  we  not  blush  to  tell  the  people  that  a 
collector  of  their  revenue,  in  these  times  of 
depression,  cannot  live,  at  home,  for  five  thou- 
sand a  year ;  and,  unless  we  give  him  more,  he 
win  carve  for  himself  I 

It  has  been  remarked,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  discuss- 
ing another  part  of  this  bill,  that  tJie  office  of 
deputy  collector,  as  established  by  law,  was  oc- 
easioiial  and  temporaiy.  Practice  has,  how- 
crer,  made  it  permanent,  and  fixed  to  it  a  per- 
manent salary.  The  collector  appoints  t^e 
depu^,  and  fixes  his  pay.  But  his  compensa- 
tkni  18  paid  by  the  collector,  unless  there  is  a 
ampIiiB  in  his  hands  after  he  receives  his  ulti- 
mate sum — ^then  it  is  at  the  expense  of  the 
TJmtod  States.  If  the  collector's  emoluments 
are  $30,000,  of  which  he  can  retain  $4,000 
only,  the  residue,  after  deducting  expenses  of 
d»k-hire^  stationery,  &c,  goes  into  the  Treas- 
ury. This  derk-hire,  sir,  has  hitherto  been  at 
&e  entire  discretion  of  the  collectors,  and  their 
Tondiers  of  payment  have,  at  the  Treasury, 
been  aillowed  without  an  inquiry  into  the 
ecoDOiny  of  the  expenditure.  Hence  high  salar 
lies  to  deputies,  to  relieve  collectors  of  then: 
dnties,  and  extravagant  expenditures  for  clerks 
and  stationery,  to  accommodate  relations  and 
friends.  Such  has  been  the  practice  under  the 
law,  that  the  Secretary  doubts  his  authority  to 
go  behind  the  collector's  vouchers  to  settle  his 
accounts;  consequently,  the  collectors  in  the 
large  ports,  whose  emoluments  exceed  theur 
maaomom,  mi^  lavish  the  surplus  on  whom 
&8y  vlease.    Ae  necessity  and  importunity  of 

trkoaa  and  relatives  is  a  temptation  too  great^ 


even  for  a  prudent  man,  to  resist,  and  the 
prodigal  expenditure  of  the  public  money  has 
been  Qie  inevitable  consequence.  By  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  made  on  the  8th  December, 
1820,  it  appears  that  the  clerk-hire  for  1819 
was,  in  Philadelphia,  $15,779  14^  and  that  in 
New  York,  $15,766  22 — ^while  the  stationery 
of  the  former  place  was  $646  88,  and  that  of 
the  latter  $1,978  55  ;  and  when  in  New  York 
the  revenue  coUected  was  $8,068,851  39,  and 
in  Philadelphia  $4,960,888  00.  The  clerk-hire 
in  Boston  was,  during  the  same  period,  nearly 
as  extravagant  as  that  of  Philadelphia.  The 
disproportion  which  the  stationerv  and  derk- 
hire  bear  to  each  other  in  the  different  ports, 
shows  a  wanton  prodigality  somewhere,  and 
perhaps  everjrwhere.  The  truth  is,  it  is  im- 
prudent and  dangerous  to  repose  this  confidence 
in  these  men,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  requires 
a  rigid  scrutiny  at  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  collector  of  Wilmington, 
in  Delaware,  Mr.  H.  observed  the  committee 
have  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  col- 
lector's services  are  more  than  commensurate 
to  his  legal  compensation.  In  his  annual  return 
of  his  emoluments,  this  man,  who  is  understood 
to  be  a  faithful  officer,  has  charged  from  $400 
to  $900  annually,  under  the  name  of  official 
and  contingent  expenses.  This  is  not  permitted 
by  any  existing  law ;  it  is  an  abuse  which  has 
become  pretty  general,  and,  where  the  emolu- 
ments approach  a  fixed  maximum,  goes  to  take 
from  the  Treasury,  by  indefinite  and  illegid 
charges.  By  this  bill  these  abuses  are  out  up 
by  l£e  roots ;  and  these  deductions,  from  the 
compensation  of  this  officer,  will  render  it 
necessary  that  his  salary  should  be  increased  to 
the  gum  limited  in  the  bilL 

The  sections  abolishing  ^e  offices  of  weighers, 
gangers,  &c.,  and  transferring  their  duties  to 
inspectors,  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  H. 
observed,  on  the  9th  December,  1820,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepreseutatives  of 
the  15th  May,  of  the  same  year,  made  a  report 
of  the  offices  in  the  customs  which  might  be 
abolished.  (Here  Mr,  H.  read  the  report)  By 
this  it  appears  that  the  Secretary  was  willing 
to  dispense  with  not  only  several  districts  and 
porl^  of  delivery,  and  the^  officers,  but  with  all 
the  weighers,  gangers,  measurers,  and  markers^ 
whose  annual  aggregate  compensation  is  not 
less  than  $100,000.  It  is  believed  that  this 
might  be  done  by  the  inspectors  without  in- 
creasing their  number,  and  without  the  ungrate- 
frd  task  of  removals.  The  committee  sent  for 
the  Secretary,  and  inquired  whether  these 
offices  might  safely  be  abolished,  and,  if  so, 
why  so  many  inspectors  had  been  retained  at 
^uch  an  expense,  if,  with  Uieir  present  number 
and  pay,  they  can  perform  this  additional  ser- 
vice? 

His  answers  were,  that  the  present  inspectors 
were  amply  sufficient;  that  the  number  had 
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been  increasing,  from  the  representations  of 
collectors,  at  die  solicitation  of  friends;  that 
many  of  them  were  old  and  destitute,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  to  increase  their  labor  .than 
diminish  their  number.  It  is,  moreover,  appe^ 
rent,  that  in  manj  ports  inspectors  perform 
these  services,  and  receive  the  pay,  in  addition 
to  tiieir  per  diem  allowance.  Instances  are  not 
few,  in  which  these  inspectors  have  charged 
the  United  States  three  dollars  a  day  for  every 
day  in  the  year,  and  during  the  same  period 
have  received  compensation  in  these  offices  of 
weighers,  gangers,  &c.,  equal  to  the  best  sala- 
ries. 

It  appears  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  19th  January,  1821,  that,  in 
the  district  of  Boston  and  Oharlestown,  there 
were  six  inspectors,  who  had  received  their 
three  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  in  the  year, 
not  omitting  the  additional  day  for  leap-year 
during  the  same  period;  and  found  means  to 
obtain,  in  these  other  capacities,  about  three 
thousand  dollars  more;  each  receiving  from 
your  Treasury  an  annual  compensation  of  be- 
tween four  and  five  thousand  dollars,  and  this 
not  limited  to  one  particular  year,  but  an  ave- 
rage for  several  years  in  succession. 

So  prompt  were  these  men  at  their  duty — or 
rather  at  their  charging — ^that  in  this  same 
place,  among  this  moral  and  religious  people, 
there  were  ten  inspectors,  who  never  found  an 
opportunity  to  be  absent  at  church  for  one  sin- 
gle day  in  four  years,  and  never  lost  a  day  by 
sickness  during  the  same  period ;  similar  &cts, 
too,  in  New  York,  indicate  that  there^  there  is 
great  punctuality  in  charging  Sundays  and  all, 
and  that^  among  inspectors,  there  is  much 
stronger  evidence  of  health  than  worship.  In 
Philadelphia,  the  extravagance  in  clerk-hire 
has  lately  been  corrected,  but  the  same  prodi- 
gality exists  in  those  subordinate  offices.  The 
compensations  to  a  single  weigher  at  that  post, 
and  who  I  believe  is  a  son  of  the  collector,  are 
reported  at  the  Treasury  Department  as  fol- 
lows :  in  1816,  $6,405  ;  1817,  $7,804  48 ;  1816, 
$5,818  14;  1819,  $5,602  01;  and  in  1820, 
$5,202  45.  If  in  one  port  the  duties  of  one 
description  of  office  can  be  heaped  upon  the 
shoulders  of  one  favorite,  and  in  another  some 
four  or  five  dififerent  offices  can  converge  to  the 
use  of  another,  there  must  be  a  radi<^  defect 
in  the  system,  or  a  gross  prodigality  and  infi- 
delity in  the  officers  of  the  customs  who  have 
tihe  immediate  control.  These  instances  only 
are  cited  to  point  out  the  mischiefs,  yet  the 
evil  is  by  no  means  limited,  but  is  Decerning 
general  In  the  second  and  even  third-rate 
porta,  instances  might  be  mentioned  where  in- 
spectors change  every  day,  and  are  occupied 
and  receive  fees,  for  the  same  period,  as  weigh- 
ers, gangers,  &c.,  and  even  in  some  instances 
serve  as  clerks  and  deputies  Wides. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  abuses  are  so  pal- 
pable that  the  existing  laws  are  adequate  to 
their  correction,  and  the  coUeotor  wlio  permits 


or  connives  at  them  ought  to  be  instantly  re- 
moved. The  exercise  of  Executive  power,  and 
the  selection  of  a  few  prominent  examples, 
would  no  doubt  be  salutary;  but  so  extensive 
and  so  habitual  are  these  practices,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  combined  with  the  exertions  of 
Executive  power,  wiU  be  scarcely  sufficient  to 
correct  them. 

It  is  apprehended  by  some  honorable  gentle- 
men that  these  inspectors  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  perform  t^e  duties.  Sir,  you  have  called  on 
the  officer  who  presides  over  your  revenue; 
you  have  asked  him  if  these  men  and  this  pay 
will  be  sufficient,  and  he  answers  yes.  Although 
I  would  repose  implicit  confidence  in  no  Secre- 
tary, yet  experience  proves  that  we  should  be 
slow  to  believe  that  one  would  err  in  favor  of 
economy. 

Here  the  Secretary  testifies  against  interest — 
against  patronage.  He  offers  to  collect  your 
revenue  without  the  offices  proposed  to  be 
abolished,  and  tells  you  they  are  useless.  Would 
it  not  be,  indeed,  extraordinary  to  force  upon 
him  a  horde  of  officers  whom  he  does  not  want, 
at  an  expense  of  $100,000  per  year  ? 

Friday,  February  1. 
The  following  letter,  from  the  Vice  Fbes- 
n>ENT  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Kino,  of  New  York,  was  read  by  that  gentle- 
man to  the  Senate : 

Washington  Citt,  Feb,  1,  1822. 

Dkar  Sib  :  My  heidth  has  raffered  so  much  on  my 
jouraey,  and  since  my  arriyal  at  the  Scat  of  GrOfvem- 
ment,  that  I  am  desirous,  as  soon  as  the  weather  and 
the  state  of  the  roads  will  permit,  to  retom  to  my 
family.  And  I  have  to  request  that  yon  will  be  good 
enough  to  communicate  this  deteimination  to  the 
Senate  at  their  meeting  this  day. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKIN& 

Hon.  RuFDB  Bjno. 

Election  of  President  pro  tern. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kmo,  of  New  York,  it  was 
thereupon  resolved,  that  the  Senate  would,  at 
two  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

At  2  o'clock  accordingly  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  a  President,  and,  on  oonnt- 
ing  the  baJlots,  the  following  result  was  do- 
clared  * 

For  Mr.  Gaillard        -        -        -        22  votea. 
Mr.  Macon  -        -        -        14 

Mr.  Lowrie  -        -        -         6 

Mr.  Dickerson      -        -     v  -         4 
Scattering  -        .        -  l 

46 

No  person  having  a  minority  of  the  votes,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  a  second  time,  when 
there  appeared  to  be — 

For  Mr.  Gaillard         -        -       -       26  votes* 
Mr.  Macon  -       -       -        17 

Scattering  -        -        -         4 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


159 


.  1«».3 


LomtkmaLandTiaeg. 


[Skztatb. 


Mr.  Oailulbd,  haying  received  a  miyoritj, 
was  declared  to  be  elected  President  of  the 
SeiULtepro  tempore. 

On  taking  the  Ohair,  Mr.  Gatujlbd  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 


GEiRi«iMBf:  No  one  can  estimate  more  highly 
the  Talne  of  your  favorable  <^iiiion,  nor  could  any 
ooe  receive  -with  more  profound  reelect,  or  with  more 
nnfeignied  ^;ratitade,  than  I  do,  this  fresh  token  of 
yoor  confidence  and  favor.  The  gratification  I  derive 
from  it  would  indeed  have  been  complete,  but  for  the 
onaffiscted  apprehension  I  feel  Ihat,  in  the  dischaige 
of  the  dnties  itieigned  to  me,  I  may  disappoint  your 
just  and  reaaonable  expectations.  If  pnrity  of  inten- 
tion and  an  anzioos  desire  to  act  correctly,  which  I 
bring  with  me  to  this  station,  shonld  prove  no  security 
against  the  commission  of  error,  I  shall  have  to  throw 
myself  on  that  liberality  and  indulgence  which  yon 
have  been  ever  ready  to  exercise,  and  which  I  have 
already  so  frequently  experienced  from  yon.  On  this 
consoling  azMl  encouraging  reflection  I  will  rest ;  and 
I  will  only  add,  that,  whatever  of  industry,  of  ex- 
perience, or  of  cipacit^,  I  possess,  shall  be  faithfully 
directed  to  an  honest  and  impartial  execution  of  the 
tmst  repoeed  in  me. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kutg,  of  New  York,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Secretary  comnmnicate  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  House 
ot  Bepresentatives,  the  election  oi  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 


Mo2n>AT,  February  4. 
Bebeeea  Modgeon, 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Claims  nn&vorable  to  the  petition  of 
Bebecca  Hodgson.  [She  prays  payment  for  a 
honse  rented  to  the  Gbvemment  for  the  use  of 
the  War  Departmentwhen  the  Qovemment 
was  first  removed  to  Washington,  in  the  year 
1800,  which  honse  was  bnmt — ^the  petition 
being  grounded  on  the  stipulation  in  the  lease 
that  the  premises  should  be  returned  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  were  received,  inevitable 
accidents  excepted.] 

The  report  was  opposed  at  considerable  length 
by  Mr.  PmantT,  who  argued  and  referred  to 
testimony  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  en- 
titled to  payment  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  that  the  claim  was  sustainable  in  law, 
were  tiie  Government  suable,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  allowed.  He  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Oonmiittee  of 
daims^  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  petitioner  to  the  extent  of  the  value 
of  the  hooae. 

Mr.  BvooLBS  spoke  at  length  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Pdtkhet  and  in  support  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  He  took  a  particular  view  of  the 
drcomstances  of  the  claim,  snd  the  evidence  on 
which  it  was  founded,  embracing  the  contract 
of  the  lease,  to  show  tnat  the  petitioner  had  no 
nghtfnl  claim  on  the  Government  for  indemnity. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Barton,  Yak 
Dtkk,  and  Talbot,  also  offered  some  remarks 
on  the  subject;  and 


Mr.  P.  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, having  varied  his  motion  to  a  simple 
recommitment  without  instructions,  except  to 
make  a  report  on  a  re-examination  of  the  case 
and  the  documents — it  was  recommitted  accord- 
ingly. 

TuKSDAT,  February  6. 
Louisiana  Land  Titles, 
Mr.  Button  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution  : 

JUsolvedy  That  tiie  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  oommnnicate  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
mation which  may  be  in  the  Department  of  State 
relative  to  land  tities  in  Louisiana,  particularly  as 
contained  in  documents  filed  in  the  Department  of 
State  by  order  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  if  there  be  any.  Also, 
a  copy  of  the  proclamation  (if  in  the  Department  of 
State)  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  bx 
the  year  1808,  by  General  Saloedo  and  the  Marquis 
de  Casa  Catvo,  Gonmiiaffloners  on  the  part  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  for  delivering  the  province  of 
Louiaana  to  the  CommissionerB  of  the  French  re- 
public, announcing  to  the  inhabitants  the  cession  of 
the  province.  Also^  a  copy  of  that  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  ^f  any  such  there  be  in  the 
Department  of  State,)  which  secured  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Louisiana  tiieir  rights  of  property ;  and  if 
there  be  no  copy  of  that  treaty,  nor  of  the  article 
referred  to,  in  the  Department  of  State,  that  the 
President  be  requested  to  cause  application  to  be 
made  to  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain  for  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  article  in  question,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  province. 

Li  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  explained 
the  object  of  it.  The  first  cdause  was  to  pro- 
cure from  the  Department  of  State,  if  there  to 
be  found,  the  copy  of  a  paper  concerning  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  had  once 
been  printed  by  the  order  of  this  or  the  other 
House,  but  of  which  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  a  copy  in  the  public  Library,  because  this 
Capitol  was  once  entered  by  an  enemy  who 
made  war  upon  letters  as  well  as  upon  men. 
The  second  clause  called  for  another  document 
which  he  was  desirous  to  obtain ;  and  the  third 
called  for  a  copy  of  that  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Hdefonso,  which  secured  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  in  the  possession  of  the  rights  and 

Property  which  they  had  previously  enjoyed, 
hat  article  had  never  been  published.  It 
might  be  in  the  Department  of  State ;  but,  if  it 
should  not  be  there,  the  resolution  proposes 
that  application  be  made  to  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Spain  for  a  copy  of  it  As  the 
object  of  the  resolution  was  not  to  pry  into 
State  secrets,  but  to  get  a  copy  of  an  artide  said 
to  be  in  existence,  which  was  intended  for  the 
security  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  in  their  rights 
and  property,  he  hoped  it  would  be  considered 
unobjectionable.  If  there  be  such  an  article  in 
existence,  it  ought  to  be  made  known  for  the 
benefit  of  those  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  for  one  day 
of  course. 
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"Wednesday,  February  6. 
Louisiana  Land  Titles. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  reBolntion  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Bsnton,  requesting  certain 
information  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and.  after  some  further  explanation  on 
the  part  or  the  mover,  in  which  he  showed, 
from  the  unsettled  condition  of  land  titles  in 
upper  Louisiana,  (Missouri,)  the  probable  value 
01  the  information  which  he  sought — ^the  two 
first  branches  of  the  resolution  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  third  branch 
of  the  resoluti6n,  which  called  for  a  copy  of  a 
particular  article  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ddefonso, 
if  in  the  Department  of  State,  and,  if  not  in  the 
Department  then,  that  the  President  be  re- 
quested to  appl^  to  the  Courts  of  France  aud 
Spain  for  a  copy  of  the  same — 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said,  he  was  very 
wiUiug  to  go  as  far  as  to  request  of  the  Pres- 
ident a  copy  of  the  treaty,  if  m  the  Department 
of  State,  but  if  it  was  not  there  he  would  ask 
no  further.  There  would  be  an  indelicacy,  he 
thought^  in  u>plying  to  a  foreign  Grovernment 
for  a  copy  of^a  treaty  which  that  Government 
had  seen  fit  to  keep  private.  It  was  a  singular 
fact,  Mr.  K  observeo,  that  the  treaty  by  which 
Louisiana  was  originally  ceded  from  France  to 
Spain  had  never  been  made  public;  the  only 
public  document  on  this  subject,  was  the  letter 
from  the  King  of  France,  (Louis  XIV.,)  to  his 
Director  General,  D'Abadie,  but  the  treaty  was 
not  published.  So,  likewise,  with  the  retroces- 
sion of  the  country  from  Spain  to  France,  the 
fact  was  made  known  only  by  a  proclamation 
of  General  Salcedo  and  tiie  Marquis  de  Gasa 
Oalvo.  The  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  having  been 
80  carefully  concealed  by  the  parties  to  i^  con- 
tained, no  doubt,  other  stipulations  besides  that 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  which  they  did  not 
choose  to  disclose.  The  reasons  for  this  were 
reascMis  of  State ;  and  should  onr  Government, 
under  such  circumstances,  apply  for  a  copy  of 
the  treaty,  the  answer,  no  doubt,  would  be  that, 
80  far  as  we  were  interested,  we  were  informed 
of  all  that  was  necessary,  and  that  we  had  no 
right  to  ask  further.  Should  we  say  that  there 
were  things  in  the  treaty  which*  it  was  impor- 
tant for  UB  to  know,  the  reply  would  be  the 
same,  that  what  was  kept  back,  was  kept  back 
for  reasons  of  their  own,  in  which  we  had  no 
concern.  As  to  the  treaty  containing  any  thing 
which  affected  private  titles  in  the  territory, 
every  thing  which  related  to  that  subject  was 
embraced  in  the  treaty  by  which  the  country 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, however,  to  requesting  a  copy  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  Government  possessed  it^  (though 
it  was  well  known  there  was  no  such  treaty  in 
the  Department  of  State,)  but  he  would  stop 
there— he  could  not  consent  to  ask  of  a  foreign 
Government  to  disclose  to  us  what  it  had  choeen 
not  to  communicate.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  oorreepond  with 
this  opinion. 


Mr.  Labhan  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Babton  saw  no  necessity  for  referring 
the  resolution ;  nor  did  he  see  auy  impropriety 
in  requesting  a  copy  of  that  part  of  a  treaty 
which  related  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  oounti7 
now  become  a  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  was  intended  for  their  benefit;  and  if  it 
was  not  in  the  Department  of  State,  he  could 
imagine  no  impropriety  in  goins  fm-ther,  and 
asking  France  and  Spain  for  that  particular 
article,  though  they  might  wish  to  keep  'the 
treaty,  in  the  main,  private. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  he  had  been  carefbl  to  ask 
only  for  that  particular  article  of  the  treaty 
which  related  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  lest  it  might  have  tiie  appearance  of 
wishiDg  to  pry  into  State  secrets,  or  interfering 
with  what  did  not  properly  concern  them.  But, 
in  deference  to  those  for  whose  opinions  in  such 
matters  he  respected,  he  would  modify  his  res- 
olution, as  suggested  by  Mr.  Kino. 

Mr.  LowBXB  remarked  that,  if  it  was  improp- 
er to  call  for  a  part  of  a  treaty,  it  would  be  at 
least  as  much  so  to  ask  for  the  whole  treaty. 
This  treaty,  he  said,  though  not  public^  might 
have  been  cqpmunicated  to  the  Executive  of 
our  Government  in  confidence ;  and  it  would  be 
improper  to  take  a  step  which  mi(^t  lead  to 
the  publication  of  it  He  was,  therefore,  averse 
to  the  modification  which  had  been  accepted  by 
the  mover,  and  moved  to  restore  it  to  its  origi- 
nal shape. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied  that  every 
one  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Senate  long 
must  know  that  the  Treaty  of  St  Ddefonso  was 
not  in  the  possession  of  our  Government,  but 
merely  that  article  of  it  which  related  to  the 
cession  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  BoDNBT  was  of  opinion  that  the  treaty  in 

Question  had  been  published,  he  bdieved,  in 
>odsley's  Annual  Begister.  He  was  under  this 
impression,  from  the  drcumstance,  which  he 
remembered,  that  when  the  Louisiana  question 
was  debated,  in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea, 
Mr.  GsiswoLD  opposed  the  purchase,  becauscL 
among  other  reasons,  the  title  was  not  dear  and 
complete,  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  of  San 
Bdefonso  not  havmg  been  promulgated;  to 
whom  it  was  answered,  Mr.  B.  siud,  that  the 
treaty  had  been  published  in  the  work  which 
he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  LowBix^B  motion  to  amend  was  negatived 
— ayes  16,  noes  ^0 ;  and 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  in  its  modified 
form — simply  requesting  a  copy  of  the  treaty  if 
in  the  Department  of  State. 


WsDNXSDAT,  February  20. 

Propagating  the  Gospel  amofig  the  Meathen. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  conaideration : 

Besoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  befine  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  pa» 
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tent  (if  any  sneh  tbeie  be  in  the  Treasazy  ]>epart- 
nent)  irluch  isnied  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  Jnne 
Ukf  IWt  conveying  to  the  Society  of  United  Breth- 
rm  for  propagating  the  Goepel  among  the  Heathen, 
tiii«e  tracts  of  land  of  four  thousand  acres  each,  to 
iBGiade  the  towns  of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoenhmnn, 
and  Salem,  on  the  Muskingnm,  in  the  State  of  Ohio^ 
in  trust  to  said  Society,  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Chzis- 
tiaa  Indians  formerly  settled  there. 

Betohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  requested 
to  collect,  and  oommumcate  to  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Ckmgress,  the 
best  information  which  he  mi^  be  able  to  obtun,  xel- 
atiTO  to  the  said  Christian  Lodians,  and  the  lands 
intended  for  their  benefit,  in  the  abore-mentioned 
grant ;  showing,  as  correctly  as  possible,  the  advance 
or  decline  of  said  Indians  in  numbers,  morals^  and 
faifieUectnal  endowments ;  whether  the  said  lands  have 
ennred  to  their  sole  benefit;  and,  if  not»  to  whom,  m 
whole  or  in  part,  have  such  benefits  accrued. 

BbuML^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  fdnish 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  Society  of 
Unitad  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
tiie  Heathen,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  So- 
ciety, at  Bethlehem,  in  Northampton  oonnty,  in  tiie 
State  of  Pennsylyania. 

Territorial  Gcvenment  in  West  Florida^ 
QmplahU  of  Unlawful  Tmprisonm&nt. 
The  Pbbsidiht  of  the  Senate  laid  before  the 
toiate  a  petition  which  he  had  received  from 
Ifaroos  de  "VUliers  and  Amoldo  GniUemard, 
r^resenting  themselves  to  be  ancient  inhabit^ 
ants  of  Pensacola,  who  have  been  illegally  im- 
prisoned  by  the  acting  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  West  Florida^  and  praying  the  inter- 
position of  Congress  for  their  rdief.  The  peti- 
tion was  accompanied  by  snndry  docmnents, 
embracing  an  appeal  from  the  petitioners  to 
the  acting  Governor  f6r  their  urease  from  im- 
prisonment, and  his  refnsaL 

Mr.  Basboub,  not  knowing  at  the  moment 
what  woold  be  the  most  proper  dispodtion  for 
these  papers,  though  it  was  probable  that  a 
reference  of  them  to  the  Executive  wonld  be 
most  snits^le,  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Lowsn  moved  slso  to  print  them ;  for, 
on  hearing  the  papers  read,  he  thonght  the 
reasoning  of  the  memorial  to  the  acting  GK>v- 
emor  was  plaamble,  if  not  mianswerable ;  but 
he  should  like  to  read  them. 

Mr.  Eluott  thought,  as  this  petition  would 
also,  no  doubt,  be  presented  to  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Senate  to  take  no  step  on  the  subject  at  present, 
but  wut  the  proceedings  of  the  other  House,  to 
whom  perhaps  inquiries  into  such  matters,  in- 
volving the  conduct  of  Executive  officers,  more 
appropriately  belonged ;  and  that  it  would  be 
better  that  the  Senate  should  not  adopt  any 
course  which  might  in  anywise  oompromit 
its  future  proceedmgs,  or  the  dignity  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  Baaboub  deemed  it  proper  that  each 
House  should  act  independentiy  for  itself  in 
nch  cases,  without  reference  to  any  proceed- 
ingB  elsewhere. 

vbt.  vn.— 11 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presumed,  aa  the 
papers  involved  the  conduct  of  officers  under 
the  control  of  the  liecutive,  that  they  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  either  with  or  without  any  expression 
of  opinion.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  Uie  case, 
he  thought.  These  men  were  a  part  of  the 
Spanish  officers  who  had  been  sent  out  of  the 
province  by  General  Jackson,  and  had  now  re- 
turned to  Pensacola  to  behave  themselves  as 
])eaceable  citiizenS)  and  had  been  imprisoned  by 
the  acting  Governor.  It  was  a  case  for  the 
Executive  to  act  on. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  calling  for  a  division 
of  the  question,  it  was  first  taken  on  printing 
the  petition  and  docxmients,  and  negatived— 
ayes  19,  noes  22. 

The  papers  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 


Fbidat,  February  22. 
Propagating  the  Gospel  amofng  the  ffeathen. 
The  resolutions,  moved  on  a  previous  day  by 
Mr.  BxNTON,  of  IGssouri,  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  he  would  undertake  to 
show,  by  a  dry  detail  of  historical  facts,  the 
propriety  of  adopting  thenu 

He  said  it  happened  about  a  hundred  years 
ago,  that  the  followers  of  the  sectarian  Schwenk- 
feld  were  expelled,  by  the  reigning  Elector, 
from  the  Electorate  of  Saxony ;  and  about  the 
same  time  a  Dr.  Spangenburg,  Theologus  Ad- 
junotus  in  the  University  of  HaUe,  lost  his  place 
in  the  University  on  account  of  some  dispute 
with  the  divines.    Being  out  of  employment) 
these  individuals  united  in  a  project  to  cross 
over  to  the  British  colonies  in  America  for  the 
purpose  of  civilizing  and  concerting  the  In- 
dians; and  addressing  themselves  to  Gk)vemor 
Oglethorpe,  then  in  London,  received  from  him 
the  means  of  transportation  to  Savannah  in 
Georgia.    Amved  at  that  place,  they  immedi- 
ately commenced  their  labors  among  the  Greek 
Indians;  founded  a  church  and  a  school  at  a 
pla^  called.  Irene,  five  miles  from  Savannah, 
and  had  the  greatest  success,  according  to  the 
published  accounts,  in  teaching  and  converting 
the  natives.    The  noise  of  their  employment 
and  success  drew  others  fri>m  Germany,  and 
with  the  increase  of  laborers  was  duly  extended 
the  field  of  action.    They  spread  to  the  North, 
and  entered  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  being 
invited,  as  the  history  of  the  misnon  reports^ 
by  the  Indians  themselves.    Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  could  not  gainsay  the  alleged  fact  of  the  in- 
vitation, nor  was  it  material  to  the  point  in 
hand ;  but  he  could  say,  that  such  an  invitation 
implied  a  contradiction  of  every  spring  of  hu- 
man action,  there  being  no  principle  in  the 
breast  of  man,  either  civilized  or  barbarian,, 
which  can  impel  him  to  invite  another  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  articles  of  his  &ith  and  the 
sanctity  of  his  God.    Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  B. 
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said  that  the  Brethren  (for  by  that  name  they 
began  to  be  known)  established  themselves  in 
the  village  of  Shekomeko,  which,  if  it  now 
stands,  will  be  fonnd  between  the  rivers  Hud- 
son and  Oonnecticnt,  some  fifty  miles  west  of 
Hartford.  It  was  a  principal  town  of  the  Ma- 
hikender  tribe,  and  the  Brethren  immediately 
established  a  school  and  a  chnrch,  and  had  the 
most  wonderful  success  in  teaching  and  con- 
verting. To  do  justice  to  their  labors,  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  would  read  the  account  given  of  it 
by  their  own  historian,  Loskiel : 

"  In  July  the  new  chapel  at  Shekomeko  was  finish- 
ed and  consecrated ;  some  of  the  Elders  of  the  con- 
gregation of  Bethlehem  being  present  The  congre- 
gation usoally  met  every  forenoon  to  hear  a  dis- 
oonrse  delivered  upon  some  text  of  scriptore.  Every 
evening  a  hymn  was  song.  A  monthly  prayer  day 
was  likewise  established,  on  which  accounts  were 
read  concerning  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  and  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion made  unto  God  for  all  men,  with  thanki^ving. 
The  prayer  days  were  peculiarly  agreeable  to  the  In- 
dians :  especially  because  they  heiod  Hiat  they  were 
remembered  in  prayer  by  so  many  children  of  God 
in  other  places.  Both  on  these  days  and  on  all  festi- 
val days,  Shekomeko  was  all  alive,  and  it  may  be 
said  with  truth,  that  the  believers  showed  forth  the 
death  of  the  Loxd  b  oth  early  and  late.  One  day  above 
one  hundred  savages  came  thither  on  a  visit,  and 
one  of  the  missionaries  observed,  that,  wherever  two 
were  standing  together,  our  Lord  Jesus  and  his  love 
to  sinners,  as  the  cause  of  his  bitter  sufierings,  was 
the  subject  of  conversation." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  history  went  on  to  show 
that  the  converted  Indians  increased  in  number 
and  grace  until  they  became  an  example  to  the 
people  of  Connecticut.  He  mentioned  particu- 
larly the  case  of  a  certain  Justice  of  the  peace, 
as  related  by  Loskiel,  who  came  to  Shekomeko 
to  find  out  whether  any  thing  was  going  on 
there  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  and 
who  was  made  ashamed  of  l^imiself  by  the  godly 
walk  and  conversation  of  the  Indians,  and  re- 
tnmed  home  rebuked  and  edified  by  their  ex- 
ample. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  continuing  to  increase  in 
numbers  and  to  widen  their  theatre,  the  Breth- 
ren appeared  in  Pennsylvania  among  the  Dela- 
wares  and  Shawnese,  then  in  great  numbers 
upon  the  Susquehanna  River  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Philadelphia.  He  mentioned  Nain, 
ShamokiQ,  Bethlehem,  Kazaretli,  and  many 
other  places,  as  founded  at  this  time  and  filled 
with  converted  Indians,  and  read  from  Loskiel 
to  show  that  a  single  congregation  consisted  of 
five  hundred  converts,  and  that  the  schools 
were  thronged  with  girls  and  boys,  divided 
into  regular  classes,  and  making  wonderfid  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  He  alluded  to  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Franklin  about  these  establishments,  but 
passed  on  to  the  MuE&ingnm,  on  the  Ohio,  where 
the  vanguard  of  the  Brethren  arrived  about  ^e 
year  1770.  Here  they  founded  the  towns  of 
Gnadenhutten,  Schoenbrunn,  and  New  Salem, 
and  were  proceeding  with  their  usual  success, 
as  tesdfied  by  the  historian,  when  the  settle- 


ments were  broken  up,  and  themselves  dispers- 
ed by  the  troubles  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
It  was  not  untU  after  the  return  of  peaoe  in 
1783  that  they  could  return  to  their  labors,  and 
about  this  time  they  began  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  American  Government,  and  to  receive 
from  it  promises  of  aid,  in  consideration  of  their 
great  success  in  teaching  and  converting  the 
Indians.  He  read  from  Loskiel,  to  show  that 
the  Brethren  were  now  full  of  courage  and  con- 
fidence ;  that  the  schools  and  churches  flourish- 
ed; that  the  young  especially  exceeded  the 
old;  that  their  converts,  in  the  whole,  had 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  persons,  "•  which 
they  considered  to  be*  a  stock  large  enough  to 
be  a  light  of  the  Lord  shining  into  many  hea- 
then nations,  for  the  eternal  salvation  of  their 
immortal  souls." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  to  these  Indians  that  the 
resolutions  referred;  for  their  use  that  twelTe 
thousand  acres  of  land  were  granted,  and  it  was 
their  present  number  and  actual  condition  which 
he  wished  to  learn.  He  said,  it  was  about  this 
time  that  the  Brethren,  with  others,  became  in- 
corporated, under  the  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
name  of  "  The  Sociefy  of  United  Brethren  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen." 
The  usual  privileges  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  have 
and  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  were  im- 
parted to  it,  and  it  was  to  this  socie^  that  tlie 
land  in  question  was  granted  in  trust  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  Christian  Indians  of  the  towns 
he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  resolutions  which  he 
had  submitted,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
which  they  contemplated.  He  said  the  grant 
conveyed  nothing  but  the  use  of  the  land,  and 
that  upon  a  precise  limitation.  If  the  use  had 
failed,  the  limitation  had  attached,  and  the 
ground  returned  to  the  grantor.  He  said  it 
would  have  been  idle  in  him  to  undertake  to 
put  the  Senate  upon  this  inquiry,  without  be- 
ing able  to  suggest  a  failure  of  the  use;  he 
therefore  made  the  suggestion,  but  without  go- 
ing into  particulars,  hoping  that  the  Senators 
from  Ohio,  so  much  more  competent  than  him- 
self would  do  the  Senate  that  favor. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Indiana^ 
and  an  enemy  to  the  abuse  of  charities.  He 
believed  that  great  abuses  had  been  committed 
on  public  and  private  charity,  in  the  name  of 
humanity  to  Indians.  He  did  not  include  all 
missionaries  in  this  censure.  He  knew  that  the 
best  men  upon  earth  had  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness from  the  purest  And  and  most  disinterested 
motives.  He  knew  that  the  early  history  of 
North  and  South  America  was  full  of  such  ex- 
amples— examples  of  men  who,  braving  all 
dangers  and*  hardships,  died  at  the  stake  in 
fiames  and  tortures,  martyrs  to  their  zeal  to 
carry  the  light  of  the  gospel  into  the  darkest 
regions.  Still  he  believed  tnat  great  abuses  had 
been  committed,  and  he  could  hold  it  but 
littie  short  of  an  abuse  to  attempt,  at  this  day, 
with  tiie  experience  of  three  hundred  yean  be- 
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fare  oar  oar  eyes,  to  raise  money  from  the  weak 
and  credulooB  for  the  purpose  of  oonvertiiig  the 
Indiana  He  eaid  we  had  the  experience  of 
three  hundred  years,  and  every  year  of  it  wonld 
fbrnish  illustrations  of  the  truth  of  his  position; 
but  he  woald  only  go  back  two  hunefred,  and 
that  for  the  sake  of  a  single  example.  Canada 
was  then  just  discovered — ^the  French  held  it — 
Heniy  Iv .  was  then  on  the  throne,  and  the 
Jusuit  Father  Cotton  was  his  confessor.  This 
Jesuit  conceived  the  design  of  converting  the 
G^ada  Indians,  and  the  first  question  with  him 
was  to  raise  the  ways  and.  means.  Man,  said 
Mr.  B^  is  an  excitable  animal  and  woman  still 
more  so,  axid,  above  all,  a  French  man  and  a 
French  woman.  The  Jesuit  knew  this ;  so  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  ladies  of  the  Court 
and  city  of  Paris.  The  effect  was  electric. 
High  and  low  rushed  into  the  project.  Ene- 
mies in  ever3r  thing  else,  united  in  tiiis.  Mary 
of  Medicia,  wife  of  the  King,  and  the  Marchion- 
ess Yemeui],  his  mistress,  vied  with  each 
other  in  the  profusion  of  their  donations.  The 
Duchesses  D'Aiguillon  and  Lesdigui^res,  and 
the  Countess  Guercheville,  figured  in  their 
train.  The  gazettes  of  the  day  were  spangled 
with  the  names  and  titles  of  female  patronesses 
of  missions.  Money,  clothes,  and  valuable  ef- 
fects, flowed  in  upon  the  Jesuit.  Young  ladies 
were  even  sent  to  Canada  to  nurse  the  sick 
Christian  Indians,  and  that  superb  establish- 
ment in  Quebec,  the  Bbtel  Dieu,  was  founded 
by  the  Duchess  D'Aiguillon  for  an  Indian  hos- 
pital. To  repay  so  much  liberality  the  Jesuit 
missionaries  sent  back  the  most  wonderful  ao- 
oounts  of  th^r  success.  According  to  their  re- 
ports, the  Six  Nations,  and  divers  other  na- 
tions^ were  converted,  and  the  island  of  Or- 
leans, below  Quebec,  contained  six  hundred 
Indian  monks  and  nuns,  regularly  dividecL 
male  and  female,  into  two  distinct  societies.'^ 
The  zeal  of  the  ladies  rose  to  frenzy,  and  Fa- 
ther Cotton  had  to  moderate  it 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  French  Calvinists,  all 
the  while,  insisted  that  the  Jesuits  were  doing 
no  good  to  the  Indians,  but  acquiring  much 
power  and  riches  for  themselves — ^for  which 
they  were,  of  course,  stigmatized  by  the  Jesuits 
aa  the  enemies  of  the  Indians.  On  which  side 
the  better  reason  was,  might  be  guessed  at 
from  the  fact,  that,  when  the  English  Govern- 
ment sncceeded  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Cana- 
daSf  they  found  the  Jesuits  in  possession  of  very 
few  converts^  and  in  the  eigoyment  of  very 
huge  revenues;  no  less  than  forty-four  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  which  went  to  the  British 
crown  upon  the  extinction  of  the  order,  some 
years  ago:  and  there  ended  the  charities  of 
Parisian  ladies  in  favor  of  converting  American 
Indians. 


*  **  Le  amSr  dimlter  u  reine  des  Tleives,  ffuiolt  embnaaer 
le  e^Ubftt  k  un  trdc  gnnd  nombre  des  fillefl ;  et  la  condalte 
^MtUbate  de  ees  ^pooBos  de  JeeoB  rendoit  respectable,  parml 
lea  MOTaffea.  on  ifUt  qui,  pea  d'anndes  anporaTaBt,  y  avolt 
fte  rnkpAaeT'-Charieooiaa^  SitMrede  la  ^owetUe  France, 
rol^pagefiSL 


But,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  not  Father  Cotton 
and  the  ladies  only  who  had  tried  this  business 
and  failed  in  it.  All  the  Kings  of  France,  from 
the  discovery  of  Canada  in  1600,  to  tiie  cession 
of  that  province  and  Louisiana  in  1763,  had 
made  the  same  experiment,  with  the  same  won- 
derful success  in  the  beginning,  and  the  same 
miserable  result  in  the  end.  In  the  reigns  of 
these  kings,  the  missionaries  covered  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  carried  their  adventurous 
zeal  to  the  shores  of  Lakes  Superior  and  Win- 
nipeg, and  to  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchiwine 
River,  everywhere  converting  nations,  and 
building  chapels,  and  bringing  to  their  altars 
innumerable  worshippers  of  the  only  true,  and 
living  God.  And,  yet,  what  is  the  present 
fruit  of  all  this  labor  ?  If  a  traveller  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  should  inquire  for  the 
monuments  of  that  time,  and  of  that  work,  he 
might  be  pointed  to  the  walls  of  a  fallen  down 
house  in  the  village  of  Kaskaskia,  and  told 
"  that  was  the  Jesuits'  College ;"  he  might  be 
pointed  to  a  stream  of  water  below  St.  Louis 
called  La  jRwiere  dea  Feres,  (river  of  the 
fathers,)  and  to  another  above  called  La  Bw- 
iere  des  Moines  (river  of  the  Monks) — ^and  in- 
formed that  these  waUs,  and  these  names,  are 
the  only  vestiges  which  now  remdn  of  all  the 
labors  of  that  powerful  order  in  this  magnificent 
valley. 

Mr.  B.  pointed  to  Lake  Superior,  and  said  it 
was  the  same  thing  there.  The  site  of  the 
chapel  which  contained  800  worshippers  in  the 
time  of  Charlevoix,  was  now  unknown.  Nay, 
more :  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  missiona- 
ries had  ever  been  there,  was  itself  in  danger  of 
being  lost.  He  had  the  authority  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander McKenzie,  for  asserting  that  this  knowl- 
edge, even  thirty  years  affo,  was  confined  to 
the  stream  of  tradition,  and  to  the  memorv  of 
some  superannuated  old  men.  If  such  had 
been  the  fruit  of  missions  patronized  by  such 
men  as  Henry  IV.  and  the  Duke  of  Sully,  Louis 
XIII.,  Cardinal  Bichelieu,  Louis  XIY.,  and  the 
great  Colbert,  led  by  an  order  who,  for  energy 
and  devotion,  have  been  styled  the  Janissaries 
of  the  Papal  throne,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he,  for 
one,  was  ready  to  despair  of  any  great  success 
from  our  empty  pockets  and  discordant  forces. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  covered  no  more 
ground  than  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  re- 
quiredf  and  he  had  done  so  designedly.  He 
had  seen  in  a  gazette  of  the  city  the  copy  of  a 
constitution,  and  a  list  of  the  grand  dignitaries 
of  a  vast  society  announced  for  the  conversion 
of  Indians.  The  list  embraced  all  Presidents 
and  Ex-Presidents ;  all  Secretaries  of  War,  and 
State,  and  Treasury,  and  Navy ;  all  Judges  and 
Governors,  Genersds  and  Commodores,  Preach- 
ers and  Schoolmasters,  and  all  members,  present 
and  to  come,  of  both  Houses  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  As  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  found  himself  included  in  the  list, 
certainly  without  his  knowledge,  and  equally 
certain  without  his  approbation.  He  had, 
therefore,  made  this  exposition  of  his  senti- 
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ments  to  show  that  he  did  not  coTmtenance  the 
views  of  the  sodet^.  He  was  laid  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  doing  so,  for  the  constitution  and  list 
is  printed  in  this  city ;  the  elections  are  said  to 
have  taken  place  in  this  city ;  all  is  done,  as  it 
would  seem  ahroad,  in  onr  very  presence;  and, 
if  we  do  not  except  to  the  procednre.  we  agree 
to  it ;  silence  gives  consent.  And  wnat  impo- 
sitions may  not  be  practised  ?  The  ninth  article 
of  this  constitation,  creates  a  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means — ^five  the  complement,  and 
three  the  quorom.  This  committee  is  enjoined 
^  to  devise  and  prosecute  to  effect  the  measures 
most  practicable,  and  best  adapted  to  supply 
the  Society's  treasury  with  the  necessary  fdnds 
to  carry  on  its  operations."  This  Quorum  of 
three  are  the  soul  of  the  Society ;  they  are  to 
raise  the  wind  I  How?  Nobody  knows.  Who 
are  theyt  Nobody  knows.  What  may  they 
not  do  in  the  name  of  this  redoubtable  society  I 
They  may  run  subscriptions  throu^  all  parts 
of  Europe  and  America,  and  who  could  have 
the  courage  to  refuse  a  mite  to  such  a  formida- 
ble array  of  beggars  ?  The  weak  and  credulous 
wonld  give  what  was  due  to  their  children, 
their  servants  or  their  poor  neighbors,  under 
the  delusive  idea  that  the  great  men  whose 
names  they  saw,  were  seriously  engaged  in 
converting  Indians,  and  would  faithMly  apply 
all  that  was  received  to  tliat  object.* 

Mr.  Bbown,  ol  Ohio,  said,  in  answer  to  the 
call  thus  made  on  him,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  that  he  could  only  observe  that  he 
was  unable  to  give  an  estimate,  tolerably  cor- 
rect, of  the  value  of  the  property  of  Ohio,  pos- 
sessed by  the  United  Brethren.  He  bcJieved 
that  the  cultivated  portion  of  their  grant  was 
comparatively  small,  and,  to  all  appearance,  the 
revenue  derived  from  it  could  not  be  very  con- 
siderable; he  was  uninformed  what  miffht  have 
been  the  amount,  as  well  as  its  application. 
The  State  of  Ohio,  for  several  years,  exempted 
the  land  from  taxation.  In  the  course  of  tmie, 
since  the  first  Moravian  mission  was  sent  to 
the  Tuscarawas,  (now  fifty  years  or  more,^  it 
would  seem,  from  their  own  accounts  that 
their  zeal  for  propagating  the  gospel  had  been 
80  successfhl  as  to  assemble  a  large  congrega- 
tion of  Indians,  whom  they  had  converted  to 
Christianity,  which  congregation  has  now  be- 
come nearly  extinct ;  owing  to  massacre,  wars, 
and  dispersion,  together  wiUi  many  of  the  vices 
that  usually  attended  a  degraded  community, 
80  that  the  unfortunate  Indmns,  in  that  region, 
under  the  special  protection  of  the  Bretibren, 
have  dwindled  to  a  few  fiamilies ;  comprdiend- 
ing,  in  all,  perhaps  twenty  individuals,  inhabit- 
ing a  wretched  hamlet,  called  Goshen,  on  the 


*  TheM  oondndiag  sentences  nnyelled  the  ol^eet  which 
this  speech  hsd  in  yiew,  which  otherwise  might  not  seem 
to  h*Te  anj  practlcsl  q>pUcstion.  It  wss  to  bring  the  pub- 
lic mind  to  consider  what  must  happen  to  this  formidable 
Bodetj,  hj  showing  what  had  happened  to  aU  snch  from  the 
discoTeiy  of  the  two  Americas.  The  speech  had  the  de- 
dred  offset,  sod  the  aodety  expired  in  the  birth. 


Tuscarawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum ;  exhibit- 
ing, like  the  persons  of  the  natives,  an  appear- 
ance of  squalid  wretchedness.  They  nave 
among  them  a  resident  from  the  society,  and 
are  said  to  cultivate  a  common  field  in  a  mde 
and  impcfffect  manner.  This  remnant  shows 
no  symptoms  of  mental  improvement ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  many  marks  of  their  degradation 
appear  in  their  idleness,  want^  and  habits  of  in- 
toxication among  the  men.  As  the  condition 
of  these  Indians,  to  whom  the  professed  benevo- 
lence of  the  United  Brethren  has  been  extend 
ed,  seems,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  no  way  improved; 
the  ostensible  object  of  th^t  same  mission,  in 
which  Mr.  Heckewelder  spent  above  for^ 
years,  has  totally  failed. 

Mr.  LowBDB,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed  that, 
on  hearing  the  resolutions  read,  he  had  no  ob- 
jections to  their  passage.  He  was  always  in 
favor  of  information  on  every  subject  where 
there  was  any  allegation  of  mismanagement,  or, 
as  in  this  case,  a  failure  of  the  use.  Of  the 
present  case,  he  knew  nothing  on  either  side, 
and  he  should  not  have  said  a  word,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  ^neral  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  which  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  perfectly  gratuitous,  at  least  he  was  not 
able  to  see  their  application  to  the  resolutions 
now  under  consideration.  He  did  not  like  dis- 
cussions of  this  kind  to  be  brought  before  the 
Senate,  unless  arising  oat  of  the  business  im- 
mediately before  us.  Should  it  become  neces- 
sary to  discuss  this  subject,  he.  Mr.  L.,  bdieved 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  give  a  very  differ- 
ent view  of  the  subject  from  that  given  by  tiie 
gentleman  frx>m  Missouri.  Without  denying 
8ie  facts  adduced,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  prodnoe 
other  &cts  which  would  place  the  subject  in 
another  light,  and  he  had  long  found  it  neces- 
sary, in  cominff  to  a  correct  conclusion,  to  hear 
bom  sides.  If  there  have  been  mistakes  on 
this  subject  it  is  not  surprising,  and  from  those 
very  mistakes  information  would  be  derived. 
It  was  likely  that  those  engaged  in  this  Ixraevo- 
lent  business  had,  at  the  firsts  kept  toomn<du 
out  of  view  the  necessity  of  teaching  the  In- 
dians agriculture  and  the  common  arts  of  civil- 
ized life.  The  proceedings  of  the  different 
missionary  societies  show  that  this  enror  is  now 
corrected.  He  did  not  intend  to  engage  fhrther 
in  the  discusmon.  He  would  not  have  said  a 
word  had  it  not  been  that  an  inference  in  fiavor 
of  such  general  remarks  mi^t  have  been  drawn 
from  the  circumstance  of  Sieir  being  permitted 
to  pass  in  silence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions;  and  they  were  agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  February  26. 
Death  qf  Mr,  Finkney. 
The  Journal  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Ohair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  It  has  become  my  painfbl 
duty  to  annoonoe  to  the  Senate  the  melanoholy 
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&ct,  that  mj  mach  esteemed  and  distinguished 
colleagae  is  no  more.  An  attempt  to  excite 
the  sympathies  of  the  Senate  for  a  loss  so  great, 
and  so  afSicting,  would  betray  a  suspicion  of 
tiieir  sensibility,  and  would  do  injustice  to  the 
memoiy  of  him  whose  loss  we  must  all  sin- 
cerely deplore.  This  chamber,  sir,  has  been 
one  of  the  fields  of  his  fame,  i  ou  have  seen 
him  in  his  strength.  Tou  have  seen  him  the 
admiration  of  the  Senate ;  the  pride  of  his  na- 
tire  State ;  the  ornament  of  his  country.  He  u 
now  no  more.  But,  for  his  Mends  and  rela- 
tives, there  is  consolation  beyond  the  grave.  I 
humbly  and  firmly  trust,  that  he  now  reposes 
on  the  bosom  of  his  Grod. 

ICr.  King,  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolve,  prefacing  it  with 
the  observation,  th£^  although  the  Senate  and 
the  country  knew  and  honored  the  public  char- 
acter of  the  deceased,  he  had  known  him  as  a 
man,  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  the  loss 
which  they  had  aU  sustained : 

Ketolweif  tmmmoiufyj  That  a  oommhtee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  Older  for  faperintending  the  fhnenJ 
of  the  Honorahle  Wiuxam  Pihkhbt,  which  will  take 
place  to-moRow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock ;  that  the 
Senate  wiQ  attend  the  same ;  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  pna  to  the  Hooae  of  Bepxeeentativea. 

On  balloting  for  a  committee,  the  following 
gentiemen  were  chosen : 

Mr.  Knra  of  Kew  York,  Mr.  MAOoir  of  North 
Osrolina,  Mr.  Babbotjb  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Bod- 
BXT  <^  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Wiluams  of  Mis- 
rissippL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knro,  of  Alabama,  it  was 
also  unanimously 

JUttived,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
dnoere  de^ze  of  showing  eveiy  mark  of  respect  doe 
to  the  memoxy  of  the  ^norable  William  PiNxmT, 
deceased,  late  a  member  thereof  will  go  into  monrn- 
ing  for  him  one  month,  by  the  nsnal  mode  of  wear- 
ily a  cr^e  lonnd  the  left  arm. 

Remdved,  wtammamh/.  That,  as  an  additional  maik 
of  respect  for  ibe  memory  of  the  Honorable  William 
PkMKKKT,  the  Senate  do  now  adjonzn. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  accordingly. 


Thubsdat,  February  28. 
Ixindtfor  Ed'ucation^ 
The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  foQovnng  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Llotd,  on  the  10th  of  January,  and  postponed 
frnn  time  to  time  to  this  day : 

Remdoedf  That  appropriations  of  territoiy  for  the 
yiupuees  of  education,  should  be  made  to  those 
States  in  whose  favor  no  such  appropriatioiis  have 
been  made,  oorre^ondiiig  in  a  jnst  proportion  with 
tiwee  heretofore  made  to  other  States  in  the  Union. 

AaoUfed,  That  the  foregoing  resolntion  be  refened 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instmctioas  to  report  a 
bin  poEsiuuit  thereto. 

Mr.  JjLOYD  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 


about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  support  of  the 
right,  the  equity,  and  the  expediency  of  the 
object  proposed  in  the  resolution;  when,  not 
having  concluded  the  remarks  which  he  wished 
to  offer  on  the  subject,  he  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  to  be  permitted  to  conclude  them 
to-morrow ;  and,  thereupon,  the  resolution  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  laid  on  the  table. 


Friday,  March  1. 
Appropriations  for  holding  Indian  TreaUei. 
The  following  Message,  from  the  PBBsmxirr 
OF  THE  UinTED  Statbs,  wss  reccived  yester- 
day: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  April,  1820,  for  holding  treaties 
with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Nations  of  Indians,  for 
the  extingoishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  pnrsuant  to  the  fourth  condition 
of  the  first  article  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession,  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Geoivia,  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  a 
treaty  was  held  with  the  Creek  Nation,  the  eicpense 
of  which,  upon  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  who  were  appointed  to  conduct  the 
negotiation,  was  ascertained  to  amonnt  to  the  sum  of 
$24,695,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  sum 
appropriated,  of  |5,806 ;  a  sum  too  small  to  nego- 
tiate a  trea^  with  the  Cherokees,  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  act  making  the  appropriation.  The 
Legislature  of  Geoi^a,  being  still  desirous  that  a 
treaty  should  be  held  for  further  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  titie  to  Itads  within  that  State,  and  to  ob- 
tun  an  indemnity  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  for 
properiT  of  considerable  value,  which  has  been  taken 
from  them  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  I  submit  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  a 
fbrtiier  sum,  which,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  the 
former  appropriation,  will  be  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penses attending  a  treaty  with  them,  may  be  appro* 
piiated,  should  Congress  deem  it  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Feb.  25, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Ck>mmittee  on  Finance. 

Lands  for  Education, 

The  Senate  then  resnmed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
relative  to  an  appropriation  of  public  land  to 
the  old  States,  for  education. 

Mr.  Lloyd  resumed  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  yesterday  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  occupied  the  floor  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  Slinois,  next  rose,  and 
spoke  nearly  two  hours  against  the  resolution, 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  notwithstanding  that  any  op- 
position to  the  resolution  upon  your  table^  on 
the  part*  of  the  Bepresentatlves  of  the  new 
States,  has  been  denounced  as  "  disreputable  to 
their  characters  for  honesty  and  Justice,"  not 
only  by  manj  of  our  most  distinguished  and 
patriotic  pubhc  Journals,  but  also  by  one  of  the 
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most  respectable  States  of  the  Union;  yet,  sir, 
a  sense  of  duty  will  not  permit  me  to  decline 
an  investigation  of  the  subject,  hopeless  as  it 
may  be  to  oppose  my  feeble  eflPbrts  to  the  tran- 
scendent abilities  with  which  the  proposition 
nnder  consideration  has  been  supported,  and, 
unpleasant  as  it  is,  to  subject  myself  to  imputa- 
tions, which  the  zeal  of  many  of  its  ablest  advo- 
cates affords  me  but  little  prospect  of  escaping. 
I  shall,  however,  carefully  endeavor  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Llotd,)  in 
treating  the  subject  with  such  deference  to  the 
feelings  of  others,  as  to  furnish  no  ground  of 
exception  to  any  gentleman,  with  whom  it  may 
be  my  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion ;  and  per- 
mit me  to  say,  sir,  that  equally  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages of  education,  regarding  it  as  a  most  efficient 
means  of  increasing  the  virtue^  knowledge,  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  and  of  imparting  addi- 
tional moral  power^  stability,  and  embellish- 
ment to  our  republican  institutions,  it  would 
afford  me  the  sincerest  ^ratification,  to  unite 
with  him  in  any  just  and  proper  measure  for 
the  advancement  of  that  important  obiect. 
But,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  doubtfuf,  at 
least  whether  Congress  can  rightfully  adopt, 
for  that  purpose,  the  measure  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  appropriation  which  we  are  asked  to 
make,  is  avowed  to  be  for  a  mere  State  pur- 
pose, and  in  that  point  of  view,  I  shall  proceed 
to  consider  it  under  every  modification  of  which 
it  is  susceptible.  The  question  then  is,  can  the 
resources  of  this  nation  be  thus  applied?  This 
should  be  tested  by  principle  rather  than  by 
the  "precedents  upon  precedents"  referred  to 
and  relied  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land ;  for  this  Government  is  much  too  young 
to  acknowledge  the  force  of  any  precedents  not 
founded  upon,  and  much  less  of  those  which 
are  in  opposition  to  principle ;  and  gentlemen 
who  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  an  ar- 
gument deduced  from  mere  precedents,  in  the 
present  case,  ought  to  recollect  how  little  in- 
clined they  would  he  to  respect  such  authority, 
in  a  variety  of  other  cases  that  might  be  refer- 
red to. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  may, 
I  presume,  safely  premise  that  the  duties, 
powers,  and  objects,  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Governments,  are  separate  and  distinct;  that 
tlie  puccess  of  our  whole  governmental  experi- 
ment, and  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this 
nation,  depend  upon  the  fidelity  and  wisdom 
with  which  those  governments  respectively  dis- 
charge their  appropriate  functions.  Each  gov- 
ernment has,  for  those  important  purooses, 
and  as  necessary  thereto,  its  own  particular  re- 
sources, which  cannot  be  yielded  up,  or  misap- 
plied, without  impairing  its  capacity  to  fulfil 
the  objects  of  its  institution ;  for  nothing  could 
be  more  nugatory  than  a  grant  of  powers  with- 
out the  means  of  executing  them.  Hie  re- 
Bources  of  this  Government  are  found  from  ex- 


perience to  be,  at  this  time,  inadequate  to  its 
wants ;  any  measure,  therefore,  whose  tendency 
would  be  further  to  embarrass  and  cripple  its 
operations,  must  be  deemed  highly  inexpedient 
at  least. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  appears  to  have  reviewed,  with 
critical  accuracy,  all  the  events  connected  with 
the  acquisition  of  the  national  domain ;  and  be 
has,  with  great  perspicuity,  traced  out  the  ori- 
gin, and  demonstrated  the  validity,  of  our  title 
to  it.  But,  sir,  whether  it  has  been  acquired 
by  conquest,  cessions  from  particular  States,  or 
purchases  from  foreign  powers,  one  thing  is 
undeniable — ^it  has  doubtless  been  acquired  by, 
and  exclusively  belongs  to  the  Confederation, 
or  Union.  It  must  therefore,  b0  considered  as 
national,  and  not  State  property,  and,  by  fkir 
inference,  is  applicable  only  to  national  and*  not 
State  objects.  It  is  true,  as  contended  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  that  it  is  a  common  fudd, 
in  which  dl  the  States  are  interested.  So,  sir, 
is  the  revenue,  and  every  other  species  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  all  of  which  the  interest  of  the  States  is  pre- 
cisely the  same.  Being  a  common  fund,  appli- 
cable to  the  use  and  support  of  the  Creneral 
Government,  the  States  can  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  it  only  in  its  Just  and  legitimate  application 
to  national  purposes,  I  hold  it,  therefore,  that 
no  State  can  rightfully  claim,  and  of  course  to 
none  can  be  granted,  the  separate  and  dis- 
tinct use,  and  enjoyment  of,  the  property,  ot 
funds  of  the  nation,  in  consequence  of  a  rig^t 
to  a  common  participation  therein. 

Independent,  however,  of  these  general  con- 
siderations, the  adoption  of  the  proposed  meas- 
ure is,  I  think,  forbidden  by  a  just  regard  to  the 
positive  stipulations  of  the  United  States  which 
ceded  the  public  domain  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Mississippi  Biver.  Let  us,  sfud  Mr.  E.,  for  a 
moment  attend  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  those  cessions  were  made,  which  have 
been  so  eloquently  narrated  and  commented 
upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

During  our  Bevolntionary  struggle,  which 
eventuated  so  happily,  in  the  establishment  of 
our  liberty  and  inaependence,  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  nation  had  been  exhausted ;  and, 
at  the  close  of  the  contest,  it  found  itself  loaded 
with  a  heavy  debt,  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  which  it  had  not  the  means  of  dis- 
charging; but  which  every  dictate  of  justioe, 
honor,  and  gratitude,  required  should  be  pro- 
vided for,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  by 
every  means  which  the  nation  could  com- 
mand. 

Several  of  the  States  claimed  large  tracts  of 
waste  and  unappropriated  territorr  in  the 
Western  country,  as  being  within  their  char- 
tered limits.  These  claims  had  long1)een  the 
subject  of  much  animated,  and  sometimes  irri- 
tating discussion,  as  is  sufficiently  obvious  fitnn 
the  authorities  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  The  States  which  had  no  part  in 
those  lands,  had  earnestly  insisted  that,  if  the 
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dominion  over  them  should  be  established  by 
the  common  force  and  treasure  of  the  United 
States,  they  onght  to  be  appropriated  as  a  com- 
mon fond  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  Congress,  appealing  to  the  generosity, 
magnanimity,  and  patriotism,  of  the  States 
having  those  claims,  had  recommended  and  so- 
licited liberal  cessions  of  a  portion  of  them,  for 
the  same  purposes— promising,  as  inducements 
thereto,  by  the  very  resolution  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  read  to  yon,  that  all  the 
lands  which  might  be  so  ceded  or  relinquished, 
should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  should  be  set- 
tled and  formed  into  distinct  Bepublican  States, 
which  should  be  admitted  into  the  Federal 
Union;  and  that  the  regulations  for  granting 
and  for  settling  those  lands  should  be  prescribed 
by  Congress. 

The  States  thus  appealed  to,  yielding  at 
length  to  a  laudable  spirit  of  harmony  and  con- 
ciliation, made  the  cessions  which  had  been  re- 
quested of  them — ^not,  however,  without  stipu- 
lating very  explicitly  that  those  lands  should  be 
considered  as  a  common  fond  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Union,  as  it  then  was,  or  thereaf- 
ter might  be ;  and  that  they  should  be  faithfully 
and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  common  pur- 
pose, '^  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 
Boever." 

The  United  States,  therefore,  having  solicited 
and  accepted  of  the  cessions  upon  such  terms — 
under  such  circumstances — ^having  bound  them- 
aelves,  by  solemn  compact,  to  dispose  of  those 
lands  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Union — 
"and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever," 
Congress  cannot  now,  I  think,  consistently  with 
good  fiaith  and  honor,  disregard  those  solemn 
engagements,  by  withdrawing  the  whole,  or 
any  part  of  the  fund  so  surrendered,  from  the 
use  of  the  Union,  and  appropriating  it  to  that 
of  any  one  or  mc^re  States. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  £.,  the  stipulations  of  the  United 
States  embrace  the  whole  of  those  lands.  If, 
then,  you  can  withdraw  any  part  of  them  from 
the  use  for  which  they  were  specially  solicited, 
ceded,  and  accepted,  where,  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
the  ^ntleman  from  Maryland,  is  the  limit  to 
your  power  over  them?  Why  may  you  not  as 
well  make  partition  of  the  whole  of  them  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union  ?  And  how  then 
would  you  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  United 
States  t  ilrst,  that  the  regulations  for  granting 
and  settling  those  lands  should  be  prescribed 
by  Congress.  Secondlv,  that  they  should  be 
settled;  and,  thirdly,  that  being  settied,  they 
should  be  formed  into  distinct  Bepublican 
States,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union. 
It  cannot  be  contended  that  we  are  competent 
to  delegate  powers  for  such  purposes  to  the 
States,  for,  if  that  be  the  case,  there  are  no 
powers  with  which  wo  are  invested,  that  might 
not,  with  equal  propriety,  be  transferred. 

Mr.  Prudent,  said  mi.  £.,  it  is  no  answer  to 
these  objections  to  contend,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  seems  to  do,  that  the  claims  of 


the  ceded  States  were  not  just  and  valid ;  for, 
however  defective  they  may  have  been  origi- 
nally, the  United  States,  by  accepting  of  tibie 
cessions  upon  special  conditions,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  naving  admitted  the  right,  and  bound 
themselves  to  comply  with  tiie  conditions: 
otherwise,  there  could  be  no  faith  and  confi- 
dence reposed  in  any  adjustment,  arrangement, 
or  contract,  with  Government  [BLere  Mr. 
Llotd  rose  and  explained  the  remarks  he  had 
made;  and  having  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  E. 
agm  proceeded.] 

But,  sir,  let  us  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the 
appropriation  we  are  called  upon  to  make.  In- 
stead of  the  *^  small  slice,"  as  described  by  the 
gentieman  from  Maryland,  it  is  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  about  ten  millions  of  acres  of  the  na- 
tional domain,  which,  at  the  average  price  at 
which  those  lands  have  hitherto  been  sold, 
would  produce  a  sum  nearly  equal  if  not  en- 
tirely so,  to  the  whole  amount  of  tne  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  public  lands,  received  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
last  nineteen  or  twenty  years.  It  would  be 
needless  to  review  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances which,  in  this  period,  so  powerfiilly  con- 
tributed to  augment  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
from  this  source  of  our  revenue.  Similar  causes 
are  not  likely  to  recur  for  many  years  to  come ; 
and.  calculating  upon  the  sales  that  have  been 
made  since  those  causes  have  ceased  to  operate, 
a  much  longer  period,  probably  not  less  than 
double  that  length  of  time,  would  be  requisite 
to  effect  sales  to  the  same  amount. 

What  then,  Mr.  President,  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  granting  this  quantity  of  land  to 
the  States,  in  whose  favor  it  is  applied  for  ?  It 
surely  cannot  be  seriously  intended  to  vest  the 
old  States  with  the  power  to  plant  colonies  of 
tenants  in  the  new  ones.  This  would  be  im- 
practicable, and,  to  those  States,  utterly  useless. 
Waiving  other  important  considerations,  which 
I  forbear  even  to  allude  to,  the  vast  extent  of 
the  national  domain,  and  the  cheapness  of  un- 
improved lands,  thank  God  for  it,  idSbrd  but 
littie  prospect  of  renting  such  lands  to  advan- 
tage, or  of  even  having  them  settied  and  im- 
proved for  the  use  of  them. 

The  object,  then,  must  be  either  to  authorize 
the  States  to  dispose  of  the  land,  or  that  this 
Government  shaD  become  their  auctioneer  for 
that  purpose.  The  former  would  be  transfer- 
ring to  uiose  States  a  power  exclusively  dele- 
gated to  Congress — ^a  right  to  do  that  which, 
according  to  the  stipulations  before  referred  to, 
can  only  be  performed  by  Congress.  For,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that,  if  you  cannot  vest  in 
the  States  the  right  to  dispose  of  their  respeo- 
tive  interests  in  the  whole  of  the  public  lands, 
you  can  transfer  to  them  no  power  to  dis- 
pose of  any  part  of  them.  But,  sir,  supposing 
there  is  nothing  solid  in  this  objection,  what  ia 
to  be  the  effect  upon  your  Treasury,  of  author- 
izing the  States  to  sell  the  land  proposed  to  be 
granted  to  them  ?  They  must  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  you«    In  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
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their  sales,  whatever  they  may  be.  jonrs  must 
be  diminished ;  because  not  only  toe  prioe,  the 
sale  of  land,  must  depend  upon  the  relation 
which  supply  bears  to  demand ;  for  if  the  price 
be  so  low,  and  the  supply  so  great,  that  it  ceases 
to  be  an  object  of  speculation,  there  can  be  no 
motive  to  purchase  it  but  for  cultivation.  As 
the  Government,  however,  would  still  have  an 
infinitely  greater  variety  of  lands  to  select  from, 
the  States  could  not  sell  at  all  to  any  extent 
without  underselling  the  Government.  This, 
therefore,  they  must  do,  otherwise  their  lands 
would  be  of  no  use  to  them.  BecoUect,  sir,  the 
millions  of  acres  which  you  have  granted  in 
miliary  bounUes.  These  have  already  come 
into  competition  with  you  at  the  reduced  price 
of  twenty  to  fort^  dollars  a  quarter  section,  and 
have  most  materially  curtailed  your  sales.  Add 
to  them  the  ten  millions  of  acres  now  proposed 
to  be  granted,  you  must  abolish  your  present 
^stem  of  sales,  and  abandon  your  mmimum 
price  altogether,  or  close  up  your  land  offices 
for  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years  to  come. 

Take,  then,  sir,  if  you  please,  the  other  alter- 
native, that  the  Government  shall  dispose  of  the 
land  for  the  benefit  of  those  States.  To  this 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  there  can  be  no 
objection,  because  the  constitution  has  delegat- 
ed to  Congress  the  power  of  disposing  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  though  that  pow- 
er is,  by  express  stipulation,  and  plain  and  ob- 
vious inference,  coupled  with  the  positive  duly 
of  disposing  of  such  property  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Union.  Bv  this  plan,  however,  the  inju- 
rious effects  of  competition  might  be  avoided, 
and  the  present  tninimnm  price  preserved.  But, 
as  has  been  already  ahown.it  would  require 
some  twenty  years  at  least  to  oispose  of  the  land, 
though  not  an  acre  should,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union.  This 
would  indeed  be  transforming  Federal  into 
State  agents ;  abstracting  them  from  duties  for 
whose  performance  they  were 'solely  created, 
and  devoting  them  to  a  pretty  long  servitude 
to  mere  State  purposes.  Now,  sir,  admitting 
we  have  a  right  to  give  away  the  land  to  the 
States,  whence  do  we  derive  tiie  power  to  con- 
stitute ourselves,  and  our  successors,  too,  their 
agents  and  trustees  t  Or  to  convert  this  Gov- 
ernment into  such  State  machinery  f 

But,  BUT,  putting  the  best  possible  aspect  upon 
this  plan,  it  can  amount  to  nothing  less  than  a 
virtual  grant  of  money,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury,  with  a  pledge  of  our  already 
pledged,  repledged,  triple,  quadruple,  quintuple 
pledged  public  lands,  for  its  payment.  Is,  then, 
that  a  proper  time  for  making  such  an  appro- 
priation, when  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  are 
not  more  than  adequate  to  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government?  When  the  Government 
has  to  support  itself  by  loans  of  five  millions  at 
a  time?  And  when  every  man  in  the  nation, 
of  ordinary  sagacity,  must  be  convinced  that 
we  must  soon  resort  to  a  i>ermanent  system  of 
intemal  taxation?  Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  it  cannot 
be  disguised  from  the  people  of  this  nation,  that, 


in  proportion  as  we  misapply  or  impair  any  of 
the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  additional  bur- 
dens must  be  imposed  upon  them.  And  can  it 
be  supposed  that  they  will  be  reconciled  to  an 
appropriation,  to  such  an  amount,  attended  with 
such  consequences,  without  even  the  pretence 
of  power  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  enforoe  its 
application  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  to  be 
granted? 

But,  sir,  what  is  to  be  the  extent  to  which 
the  new  doctrines  upon  which  the  present  pro- 
position is  supported,  are  to  lead  us  ?  One  fslse 
step  begets  another.  If,  because  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  national  domain,  in  the  new 
States,  has  been  appropriated  to  the  support  of 
education  therein,  the  States  in  which  there  is 
no  public  land  are  entitied  to  an  appropriation 
of  equal  amount,  as  contended  by  the  gentieman 
from  Maryland,  why  may  they  not,  with  equal 
propriety  and  justice,  daim  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  publie 
land  for  a  Afferent  purpose;  and  one^  too, 
which  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable gentieman,  but  has  been  several  times 
referred  to  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  ? 
By  stipulations  with  the  new  States,  one-twen- 
tieth of  those  proceeds  is  appropriated  to  the 
making  of  roads  in  and  leaoing  to  them.  Are 
not  roads,  as  well  as  education,  equally  neces- 
sary to  every  State  in  the  Union  ?  And  if  yon 
grant  the  proposed  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  education,  upon  the  principles  contend- 
ed for  by  the  gentieman  from  Maryland — ^not 
a^ed  as  a  favor,  but,  according  to  his  own 
language,  "demanded  as  a  right" — ^upon  what 
ground  can  you  refuse  the  suggested  appropria- 
tion for  pubUc  roads  ?  If  the  latter  be  granted, 
then  will  not  only  this  source  of  national  rev* 
enue  be  completely  annihilated,  but  other 
sources  must  be  rendered  tributary  to  the 
States.  For  if  a  sum  equal  to  one-twentieth 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  land,  is  to 
be  granted  to  eagh  State,  then,  as  certainly  as 
that  twenty-twentieths  are  the  whole,  those 
proceeds  can  only  satisfy  twenty  States,  and  the 
balance  must  be  paid  out  of  some  other  branch 
of  the  revenue. 

In  short  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
no  more  right  to  grant  away  to  the  States  the 
fundS)  than  the  powers  of  this  Government; 
for,  take  fr^m  it  its  peouniarv  resources,  and 
destroy  .its  character  for  good  faith,  it  would 
be  idle  mockery  to  pretend  to  talk  about  it 
powers. 


MoBDAT,  March  4. 

Florida  Territorial  GtfpemmerU. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  establish 
a  government  for  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  sitting  in  discussing 
and  maturing  its  numerous  provisions ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  Mr.  Walkxb  offered  an  amend- 
ment containing  provisions  for  annexing  a  part 
of  West  Florida  to  the  State  of  Alabama.   This 
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amend  mant  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
bill  ifBB  laid  on  the  table.* 


MomoAY,  March  4. 
The  PropoMd  AdQCumfnent, 

The  Senate  took  np  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  KiBr&,  of  New  York,  on  Friday,  proposing 
that  the  present  sesdon  be  adjourned  on  the 
first  Monday  in  ApriL 

Mr.  K.  merely  observed  that  nothing  had  yet 
been  done;  thi^  nothing  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary and  necessary  busineBs  of  the  session  would 
be  done  ;  and  it  was  better,  therefore,  to  ter- 
minate the  session. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  owing  to  the  larger  nom- 
ber  of  the  other  House,  it  was  troe  it  had  not 
progKssed  with  business  as  fast  as  the  Senate ; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  it  could.  The 
great  mass  of  business  was  generally  considered 
and  acted  on  in  the  other  House  first;  they 
knew  what  they  had  to  do,  and  it  was  better 
that  a  proposition  to  fix  a  day  for  adjournment 
should  oome  from  that  House.  Though  much 
had  not  yet  been  done^  it  was  no  reason  that 
much  should  not  be  done ;  but  it  could  not  be 
unless  time  sotiSeient  were  allowed.  If  the  ses- 
sions diould  be  limited  to  a  period  too  soon  for 
completing  the  public  business,  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  biQ  to  meet  earlier  at  the  next  ses- 
sion; so  that  nothing  would  be  gained  by  a 
hasty  adjooinment  It  was  certainly  too  soon 
to  fix  a  day  of  a^Joumm^t;  there  was  much 
important  business  before  both  Houses,  which 
ought  to  be  acted  on  deliberately ;  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  now  exactiy  how  long  it  would 
require. 

Mr.  HoufiB,  of  Maine,  thought  it  was  time  to 
go  home ;  nothing  would  be  lost  by  postponing 
most  ot  the  important  questions  now  before  Oon- 
gresB  to  the  neM  session ;  and  he  was  the  more 
in  favor  of  an  early  adjournment,  as  it  would, 
he  hoped,  be  the  foundation  of  an  act  for  an 
earlier  meeting  of  the  next  session.  Under  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  meetings  and  ad- 
ioornments  of  Congress  the  Northern  members 
labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  coming  and 
returning  at  a  bad  season,  both  as  it  regarded 
tike  weatiier  and  the  roads.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  one  session  should  be  six  months  and  the 
otiier  thifee  months  long.  By  adjourning  earlier 
and  meeting  earlier,  every  alternate  session,  the 
sesskms  would  be  equalized,  and  the  incon- 
vemenoes  he  had  referred  to  would  be  done 
away. 

lu*.  EoTG,  of  New  York,  said,  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  the  President  gave  such  a  view 
of  the  public  aflOurs  as  presented  very  littie  busi- 
ness for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The 
finances  of  the  country,  it  was  stated,  were  free 
from  difficulty,  the  income  being  suffident  for 

•  Tbf*  blQ  eorresponded  with  tlie  ordlnanee  of  1787,  with 
tlM  aodUleitioa  which  had  been  made  in  th«  Orlaaiu  Ter- 
iltodal  hOl,  aad  with  the  exception  of  the  anti-ehiTexy 
ctanMi,  and  aome  other  prorloionB  relating  to  sUveiy. 


the  public  expenditures ;  and,  as  the  great  busi- 
ness of  the  money  offiurs  of  the  nation  stood 
well,  there  was  not  much  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  which  demanded  the  attention  of 
Congress.  Mr.  E.  said  the  session  had  passed 
off  in  a  very  indolent  manner,  and  it  was  desir- 
able that  it  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  close. 
K  there  was  any  thing  of  importance  necessary 
to  be  done,  it  had  already  received  such  a  por- 
tion of  consideration  as  to  be  acted  on  within 
the  time  proposed  by  the  resolution.  But,  he 
repeated,  that,  as  there  was  nothing  to  do,  and 
as  nothing  would  be  done,  it  was  better  to  ad- 
journ. If  the  other  House  should  think  differ- 
entiy,  they  could  say  so ;  it  was  for  them  to  be 
responsible  for  protracting  the  sesrion,  if  they 
deemed  it  necessary ;  but  it  was  time  the  Sen- 
ate should  say  that  they  were  ready  to  close 
the  session. 

Mr.  Vak  Dyxb  said  no  inconvenience  or  in- 
jury could  arise  from  adopting  the  resolution. 
Congress  had  been  a  long  time  in  session ;  the 
records  would  show  that  very  littie  had  been 
done^  and  the  files  would  show  that  littie  of 
what  might  be  called  public  business  claimed 
attention.  It  would  be  as  well  to  remind  the 
other  House  that  the  Senate  had  nothing  before 
it  which  would  prevent  an  adjournment,  and 
that  it  would  be  prepared  to  dose  the  session 
by  an  early  day. 

Mr.  LowBiB  observed,  that  if  this  resolution 
passed,  it  would  be  at  least  admitted  that  many 
of  the  committees  had  been  very  unnecessarily 
occupied  with  the  business  referred  to  them. 
But,  he  conceived,  if  it  was  right  in  the  Senate 
to  impose  on  committees  the  labor  of  investi- 
gating subjects,  it  was  proper  for  the  Senate  to 
consiaer  and  dispose  of  the  reports  which  were 
made.  He  alluded  particularly  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  the  number  of  im- 
portant cases  referred  to  it,  relative  to  private 
claims,  which  had  been  reported  on,  and  which, 
injustice  to  the  petitioners,  ought  to  be  acted 
on.  As  to  public  budness,  Mr.  L.  said  that  it 
was  desirable  that  it  should  never  be  legislated 
on  very  rapidly  or  hastily.  For  these  reasons 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  and  moved, 
to  try  the  question,  to  strike  out  iiieji/rst  Mon- 
day of  April,  and  insert  the  third  Monday, 
which  would  extend  the  session  to  the  16th  of 
the  month.  He  was  as  anxious  as  any  mem- 
ber to  terminate  the  session,  but  could  not  con- 
sent to  do  so  until  the  public  business  was  at- 
tended to,  and  the  numerous  petitions  now 
before  Congress  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said,  if  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion could  expedite  the  adjournment,  he  would 
be  in  Davor  of  it;  but  the  experience  of  this 
morning  proved  to  him  that  it  would  not ;  and, 
indeed,  he  never  saw  these  resolutions  have  any 
effect  out  to  give  rise  to  debate.  If  we  are 
seriously  disposed  to  close  the  session,  said  Mr. 
L.,  let  us  go  seriously  to  work  on  the  business 
before  us.  The  time  spent  in  this  very  debate 
might  have  been  saved,  and  something  useful 
acted  on«    Mr.L.  wasnot  aware  of  many  ques- 
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tions  of  national  importance  which  required  the 
attention  of  Congress;  but,  as  long  as  the  right 
of  petition  was  secured  to  the  people— as  long 
as  they  had  the  right  to  come  before  Congress 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  Congress  to  hear  and  decide  on  their 
petitions.  These  were  generally  presented  to 
the  other  House  through  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  it  was  for  that 
House  to  say  when  they  could  get  through  the 
claims  before  them,  and  complete  their  business. 
Mr.  L.  was  in  favor,  therefbre,  of  waiting  for 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  suggest  a  day 
of  adjournment 

Mr.  Macon  said,  gentlemen  from  the  Korth 
complained  that  the  roads  were  bad,  at  the  sea- 
sons when  Congress  met  and  a^oumed ;  but  he 
had  always  understood  that  the  roads  were  all 
tumpiked  north  of  Maryland,  and  that  it  was 
the  Southern  members  who  labored  under  this 
disadvantage;  but  surely  roads  which  the 
neighbors  used  every  day  could  be  travelled 
by  members  of  Congress  twice  a  year.  This, 
however,  was  not  the  question.  The  real  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  business  could  be  done  in 
a  given  time.  He  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion, no  matter  what  day  was  inserted,  as  he 
wished  to  fiz  on  some  day ;  for,  he  scdd,  legisla- 
tion was  like  a  snow  ball ;  the  more  you  roll  it, 
the  bigger  it  grows,  and  the  longer  we  sit  here, 
said  Mr.  M.,  toe  more  business  we  make.  Fix 
a  day,  and  we  shall  get  clear  of  those  incessant 
motions  for  new  subjects,  and  the  business  be- 
fore us  will  be  taken  up  and  done. 

Mr.  Smith,  to  show  the  futility  of  fixing  on  a 
day  60  long  in  advance,  referred  to  an  instance 
in  which  the  Senate  had  proposed  to  the  other 
House  to  terminate  the  session  on  the  10th  of 
April,  and  they  did  not  actually  adjourn  until 
the  15  th  of  May.  It  was  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  public  business  could  be  brought 
to  a  close  by  a  particular  day  so  far  ahead. 
This,  he  remarked,  had  been  called  a  talking 
Government ;  it  was  so ;  and  he  cared  not 
what  was  said,  so  long  as  the  public  business 
did  not  go  undone.  Was  the  fatigue  complained 
of,  incurred  in  doing  nothing  ?  Was  not  the 
Senate,  he  asked,  every  day  engaged  in  consid- 
ering some  business  or  other  in  which  the  peo- 
ple were  interested  ?  So  long  as  he  was  con- 
scious of  not  neglecting  his  public  duties,  he  dis- 
regarded any  thing  that  was  said  by  the  news- 
papers. As  to  the  complaints  of  the  printers, 
they  would  always  complain,  whether  with  or 
without  reason ;  some  of  them  wished  to  take 
away  our  desks,  others  might  next  propose  that 
we  dispense  with  our  seats;  and  many,  no 
doubt,  would  think  our  time  well  employed  if 
it  were  entirely  spent  in  reading  the  useful  in- 
formation of  the  newspapers.  But  the  com- 
plaints referred  to,  Mr.  S.  contended,  were  in  a 
great  measure  unfounded  and  unjust.  Who 
could  tell  the  time  necessary  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  various  questions  which  came  be- 
fore Congress  for  consideration,  but  those  who 
were  here  to  witness  tke  intricacy  of  many 


of  them,  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  right  con- 
clusions, the  numerous  documents  connected 
with  them,  the  ingenuity  of  claimants,  and  the 
necessity  of  mature  deliberation.  Few  per- 
sons at  a  distance  could  appreciate  these  reasons 
for  delay,  in  deciding  even  on  t)ie  multitode 
of  private  claims,  and  still  less  on  the  neces- 
sity of  fully  examining  questions  of  great  na- 
tional concern  before  they  were  decided  on. 
Was  Congress,  he  asked,  to  transform  itself  into 
a  Quaker  meeting,  take  up  every  thing  at  a 
word,  discard  all  debate,  and  decide  every  ques- 
tion by  simple  yea  and  nay  ?  Mr.  S.  avowed 
his  belief  that  the  safety  of  the  liberties  of  the 
country  lay  in  deliberation ;  and,  although  much 
might  be  uttered  here  which  was  unnecessary, 
or  even  foolish,  this  was  a  small  evil  compared 
with  the  value  of  discussion  and  deliberation. 
It  is  very  true  that  all  the  business  before  Con- 
gress was  disposed  of  at  one  session ;  he  should 
never  forget  it ;  and  he  well  remembered  that 
between  eight  o'clock  at  night  of  the  last  day 
of  that  session,  and  the  following  morning,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  approved  and 
signed  between  seventy  and  eighty  bills ;  there 
was  no  time  allowed  for  discussion;  no  man 
dared  attempt  to  speak  on  them ;  all  that  he 
could  do  was  to  say  aye  or  no ;  the  rule  was  sos- 
pended  which  required  the  bills  to  be  read  on 
different  days,  all  the  safeguards  of  deliberation 
were  broken  down;  and  he  well  remembered 
that  seven  laws  passed  three  readings  in  ten 
minutes,  for  he  had  held  his  watch  in  his  liand 
and  noted  the  time.  These  were  the  fruits  of 
precipitate  adjournment.  The  same  oons^ 
quence  would  always  ensue  if  time  were  not 
allowed  for  the  deliberate  transaction  of  the 
business.  This  was  not  the  way  to  legislate  on 
the  important  afEairs  confided  to  them  by  the 
people. 

Mr.  Ons  said,  that,  from  the  earnestness  witib 
which  this  resolution  was  debated,  one  would 
suppose  that  it  was  a  motion  to  cowce  the  other 
House  into  an  a^oumment.  He  presumed  the 
proposition  must  begin  somewhere ;  and,  under 
present  circumstances,  it  could  not  be  expected 
to  originate  for  some  time  to  come  in  the  other 
House.  They  could  not,  after  occupying  so 
mahy  weeks  in  preparing  buaness  for  this 
House  to  act  on,  be  expected  to  follow  it  with  a 
proposition  to  us  to  adjourn.  It  would  oome 
with  more  propriety  from  this  House,  because 
it  was  for  the  Senate  to  say  when  they  could 
probably  get  through  the  business  sent  up  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 
It  was  a  fact,  Mr.  O.  sud,  that  the  bnaness  of 
the  country  was  unneoessarily  procrastinated, 
and  it  was  proper  for  the  Senate  to  show  that 
it,  at  least,  was  unwilling  to  prolong  the  session 
beyond  a  reasonable  period,  or  to  consume  time 
unnecessarily. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Lowbib,  to  strike 
out  the  first  Monday  of  April,  and  insert  the 
second,  was  lost— ayes  15,  noes  24 ;  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  ayes  28. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed. 
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WsDinESDAT,  March  6. 
Oovemment  of  Florida. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establish  a  government  for  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  spent  some  time  in 
oonadering  the  amendments  adopted  yesterday 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Knra,  of  Alabama,  struck  out  of 
the  bill  the  following  clause  of  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion: 

*  •*  No  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or  indirectly, 
he  introdnced  into  the  said  Tenitoiy,  except  by  a 
dtizen  of  the  United  States,  removing  into  the  said 
Tenitoiy  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at  the  time 
of  snob  removal,  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or 
slaTes ;  and  every  slave  imported  or  brought  into  the 
said  Tenritoiy,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
•hall,  thereupon,  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  his  or 
her  freedom."* 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  striking  out  the  clause,  Mr.  Mills 
made  some  remarks  to  show  the  expediency  of 
retaining  it  in  the  bilL  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
replied,  and  Mr.  Mills  further  advocated  a  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment.  Messrs.  Bab- 
TOH  and  YAif  Btmsiir  Joined  briefly  in  the  dis- 
OQssioii,  and  Mr.  Llotd  spoke  against  the  clause 
at  considerable  length,  and  with  much  eamest- 


The  question  on  agreeing  with  the  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  clause,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  afi&rmative,  as 
follows : 


Teas. — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Benton,  Brown  of  Lonis- 
,  D'Wol^  Eatcm,  Elliott,  Gaillaid,  Hohnes  of  Mis- 
__'j  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Smith,  Southard,  Stokes,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware, 
WiUiams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee 
—28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Brown  of 
Ohio^  Chandler,  IHckerson,  Findlaj,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Kingof  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
IClls,  Morrill,  Otis,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Rnggles,  Sey- 
aiODr,  Thofmas,  and  Van  Bnren — 20. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Eatok  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  provide 
tiiat,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Governor 
from  the  Territory,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory.  The  motion 
being  changed  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
LLua,  of  Mississippi,  so  as  to  embrace,  verba- 
tim, the  similar  provision  of  the  act  of  I789,t 
respecting  the  government  of  Territories,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 


•  TUs  proTision  is  la  the  Orleans  Terrltoriiil  biU  of  1S04, 
sad  OB  the  question  to  strike  it  out  of  this  Florida  bill,  the 
SKgmaent  rose  no  higher  than  that  ot  eo^pedUncy—na  that 
the  Floridas  were  thinly  populated,  and  that  the  same  rea- 
aoas  did  not  exist  Ibr  restraining  the  increase  of  slaves  in 
tUs  Territorj  as  In  Lower  Louisiana. 

t  Here  the  ordinance  of  1787  is  well  quoted  as  "  tA4  ool 
4^  ITBI,**  as  ia  taet  It  is— being  adopted  and  contln  ued  in 
tees  by  that  act 


A  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  number  of 
the  Legislative  OouncU  from  thirteen,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  to  seven,  hut  was  lost ;  and  no 
other  amendment  being  offered  thereto. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Thubsday,  March  7. 
Terrestrial  Concavity — Theory  and  Project  qf 
Captain  Symmee, 
Mr.  B.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
a  petition  from  John  Oleves  6ymmes,  of  Oin- 
oinnati.  in  Ohio,  stating  his  belief  of  the  exist- 
ence or  an  inhabited  concave  to  this  globe ;  his 
desire  to  embark  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  to 
one  or  other  of  the  polar  regions ;  his  belief  in 
the  value  and  ^at  honor  to  his  country  of  the 
discoveries  which  he  would  make ;  that  his  pe- 
cuniary means  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose, 
without  public  aid ;  and  suggesting  to  Congress 
the  equipment  of  two  vessels  of  250  or  800  tons 
for  the  expedition,  and  the  granting  of  such 
other  dd  as  Government  may  deem  requisite  to 
promote  the  object.  A  motion  was  made  to 
refer  the  petition  to  the  Oonunittee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  which  was  refused ;  and,  after  some 
conversation,  it  was  decided  to  lay  it  on  the 
table — ^ayes  25. 

Fbiday,  March  8. 

CoU  of  huHdvng  JShips^  and  Mepenses  of  JSfaivy 
Yards. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motions  for  consideration : 

Resolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commnnicate  to  the  Senate,  the  ex- 
penses of  bnilding  each  vessel  of  war,  at  each  navy 
yard  in  the  United  States,  authorized  by  an  act  ot 
the  2d  of  January,  1818,  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto ; 
distinguishing  each  vessel  so  bmlt ;  the  expenses  of 
timber,  iron,  copper,  cordage,  hemp,  cloth,  and  other 
materials ;  the  amount  paid  to  agents  or  superin- 
tendents, specifying  their  names ;  the  amount  paid 
for  labor,  particularizing  carpenters,  mast  makers, 
boat  builders,  block  makers,  blacksmiths,  armorers, 
reemers,  canJkers,  gun-carriage  makers,  sawyers, 
riggers,  and  other  laborers. 

Betolvedf  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate,  the  names  and  number  of 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Navy,  employed  in, 
or  attached  to,  each  navy  yard  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  service  each  has  performed,  and  the  com- 
pensation each  has  received  in  pay,  rations,  and  other 
emoluments,  during  the  two  laat  years,  ending  on  the 
first  of  January  last 


Monday,  March  11. 
South  American  States. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  07  THE  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States : 

In  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  that 
House,  of  the  80th  January,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
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inyite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  very  important 
sabject,  and  to  coznmnnicate  the  sentiments  of  the 
Execative  on  it,  that,  shonld  Ck>ngress  entertain  simi- 
lar sentiments,  there  may  be  snch  co-operation  be- 
tween the  two  departments  of  the  Goyemment  as 
their  respective  rights  and  duties  may  leqohre. 

The  revolntionaxy  movement  in  Uie  Spanish  pror- 
incos  in  this  hemisj^ere  attracted  the  attention  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  onr  fellow-citisens  fiom  its 
commencement  Tms  feeling  was  natural  and  hon- 
orable to  than,  from  causes  which  need  not  be  com- 
municated to  yon.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  all  to 
see  the  general  acqiiiescence  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  authorities 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  suooess  of 
the  proviiices  probable,  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  eqnal  parties  to  a 
civil  war,  were  extended  to  them.  Each  parly  was 
permitted  to  enter  onr  ports  with  its  public  and  pri- 
vate shipsy  and  to  take  from  them  every  artide  wmch 
was  the  subject  of  commerce  with  other  nations. 
Our  citizens,  also,  have  carried  on  oommeice  with 
both  parties,  and  the  Crovemment  has  protected  it, 
with  each,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war. 
Through  the  whole  of  this  contest  the  United  States 
have  remained  neutral,  and  have  fulfilled  with  the 
utmost  impartiaUty  all  the  obligations  incident  to 
that  character. 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  staoe,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  uie  part 
of  the  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profound 
consideration  whether  their  light  to  the  rank  of  in- 
dependent nations,  with  all  the  advantages  incident 
to  it,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  United  States,  is 
not  complete.  Buenos  Ayres  assumed  that  rank  by 
a  formal  deckration  in  1816,  and  has  enjoyed  it  since 
1810,  free  from  invadon  by  the  parent  country.  The 
provinces  composing  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  after 
having  separately  declared  their  independence,  were 
nnited  by  a  fnndamental  law  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819.  A  stronff  Spanish  force  occupied,  at  that 
time,  certain  parts  or  the  territoiy  within  their  lim- 
its, and  waged  a  destructive  war.  That  force  has 
since  been  repeatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it 
cither  made  prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  from 
the  country,  with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable 
portion  only,  which  is  blockaded  in  two  fortresses. 
The  provinces  on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been  very 
successful.  Chili  declared  independence  m  1818,  and 
has  since  eijoyed  it  undisturbed ;  and  of  late,  by  the 
assistance  of  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  revolution 
has  extended  to  Peru.  Of  the  movement  m  Mexico 
our  information  is  less  authentio,  but  it  is,  neverthe- 
less, distinctly  understood,  that  the  new  Government 
has  declared  its  independence,  and  that  there  is  now 
no  oppodtion  to  it  there,  nor  a  force  to  make  any. 
For  the  last  three  years  the  Government  of  Spam 
has  not  sent  a  single  corps  of  troops  to  any  part  of 
that  country ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  it 
will  send  any  in  future.  Thus,  it  is  manifest,  that 
all  those  provinces  are  not  only  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  independence,  bnt,  conadering  the  state  of 
the  war  and  other  circumstances,  that  there  is  not 
the  most  remote  prospect  of  their  being  deprived 
of  it 

When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestly 
settled,  the  new  Governments  have  a  claim  to  reoog- 
nitioQ  toother  powers,  which  ought  not  to  beresisteo. 


Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feelings  which  the  paitiei 
cannot  control.  The  opinion  entertained  by  other 
Powers  as  to  tiie  result,  may  assuage  those  feeUngi 
and  promote  an  accommodation  between  them  naefol 
and  honorable  to  both.  The  delay  which  has  been 
observed  in  making  a  deddon  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, will,  it  is  presumed,  have  aflbrded  an  nnequifo- 
cal  proof  to  ^ain,  as  it  must  have  done  to  other 
powers,  of  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  her  rights,  and  of  their  detarminatioa 
not  to  interfere  with  them.  The  provinces  bekoj^ng 
to  this  hemisphere  are  our  neighbors,  and  have,  soo- 
cessively ,  as  each  portion  of  the  conntiy  aequind  ifei 
independence,  pressed  thdr  recognition  by  an  appeal 
to  facts  not  to  be  contested,  and  which  they  thoo^it 
gave  them  a  just  title  to  it  To  motives  of  interest 
this  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre- 
tendon,  being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  contro- 
versy, or  other  measure  in  regard  to  it,  which  should 
not  merit  the  sanction  of  ue  civilized  world.  To 
other  daims  a  just  sensibility  has  been  always  felt^ 
and  frankly  acknowledged,  but  they  in  themselves 
could  never  beoome  an  adeq[nate  eanse  of  actioo.  It 
was  incumbent  on  this  (Government  to  look  to  eveiry 
important  feet  and  dicnmstanoe  on  which  a  sonnd 
o|dmon  could  be  formed,  which  has  been  dcoe. 
When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length  of 
which  this  war  haa  been  proeecuted,  the  com 
success  which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  piov- 
inces,  the  present  condition  of  the  parties^  and  ^bm 
utter  inability  of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it| 
we  are  compelled  to  oonclude  that  its  fate  is  settled, 
and  that  the  provinces  which  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to 
be  recognized. 

Of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Government  on  this 
sul^ject,  no  particular  information  has  been  recently 
received.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  snceossful 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long  aeries 
of  years,  gaining  ttrei^gtfa,  and  extending  ammally 
in  every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  tM  late  im- 
portant events,  with  little  exception,  all  the  domin- 
ions of  Spain  south  of  the  United  Sts^  on  the  ooo- 
tinent,  placing  thereby  the  complete  sovereignty  ov«r 
the  whole  m  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  reooocilo 
the  parent  countiy  to  an  accommodation  with  them, 
on  we  basis  of  their  unqualified  independence.  Nor 
has  any  authentic  information  been  recently  receiTBd 
of  the  dispodtion  of  other  powers  reqnoting  it  A 
smcere  desire  has  been  cheridied  to  act  in  concert 
with  them  in  the  pr<^x)sed  recognition,  of  wfaloh 
several  were  some  time  past  duly  apprised,  bat  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it  Tbo 
immense  space  between  those  power^  even  those 
which  border  on  the  Atlantic,  and  these  provinoea, 
makes  the  movement  an  affair  of  less  interest  and 
excitement-to  them  than  to  us.  It  is  probable,  tlieio- 
fore,  that  they  have  been  less  attentive  to  its  progiess 
than  we  have  been.  It  may  be  presumed,  however, 
that  the  late  events  will  dispel  all  doubt  of  the  resolt 

In  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  dightest  manner,  oar 
fiiendly  relations  with  dther  of  the  parties,  bat  to 
observe,  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the  war 
be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutrality  between 
them.  Of  tills  friendly  dispodtion,  an  assurance 
will  be  given  to  the  Government  of  Spsin,  to  whom 
it  is  presumed  it  will  be,  as  it  ougjht  to  be,  satisfao- 
tory.  The  measnre  is  proposed,  under  a  thoroogh 
conviction  that  it  is  in  strict  accord  witii  the  law  of 
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BtttkoB ;  tiiAt  it  18  JDot  and  light  as  to  the  parties; 
•nd  that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  station  and 
ehaiaeter  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential 
interests^  to  adopt  it.  Shonld  Congress  cononr  in 
the  Tiew  herein  presented,  they  wm  doubtless  see 
the  proprietj  of  making  ^  neoessazy  appropriations 
for  canying  it  into  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAamiOTOK,  Jfareft  8, 1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  aad  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 


TuBSDAY,  March  13. 
Bmk^ihe  United  States-- Qfficen  to  iiffnJ^otes. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  following  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 

Be  U  tmaeted,  #ic.,  That  it  shall  be  lawfbl  for  the 
directora  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  to  ap- 
point an  agent  and  a  register ;  and  that  all  bUls  and 
Botea  of  the  said  corporation,  issued  after  the  first 
ifpcMntment  of  snch  agent  and  register,  shall  be 
signed  faj  the  agent  and  coontersigDed  by  the  reg- 
ister ;  tust  such  bills  and  notes  shall  haye  the  like 
focoe  aad  elfect  as  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration wbieh  are  now  signed  by  the  president  and 
ooontenigiied  by  the  cashier  thereof;  and  that,  as 
often  as  an  agent  or  register  of  the  said  corporation 
ahall  be  nppointed,  no  note  or  bill  signed  by  an  agent 
or  oonnter^gned  by  a  register,  shall  be  issaed  nntQ 
poUie  notice  of  the  appointment  of  snch  agent  or 
register  shAll  have  been  previoiuly  giyen,  for  ton 
days,  in  two  gazettes  printed  at  me  city  of  Wash- 

Saa  2.  Amd  be  it  flaiher  emtcted,  That  if  any 
pnndflDt,  diieetor,  cashier,  or  other  officer,  or  servant, 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  its 
offices^  shall  firandnlently  convert  to  his  own  nse  any 
money,  biD,  note,  seonrity  for  mon^,  evidence  of 
deb^  or  other  eflbcto  iHiatever,  belopging  to  the  said 
Bank^  snch  persons  shall,  jxpcm.  due  conviction,  be 

pmisfaed  liy  imprisonment,  not  exceeding years, 

ad  by  fine,  not  exceeding doUars ;  either,  or 

bod^  of  oaid  pnntshmentSi  according  to  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offence. 

On  taking  np  the  bill  this  morning,  Mr.  Tal- 
bot moved  its  indefinite  postponement 

On  this  motion  and  those  which  followed,  a 
debate  took  place  which  oooapied  the  Scoiate 
tin  near  four  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  finally  lost  by  the  following  vote : 

Ysia, — ^MesBEB.  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Lan- 
Bsn,  Haooo,  NoUe,  Rngglea^  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  and  WOliams  of  Tennessee— 11. 

NAva. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Board- 
man,  lyWott,  DickenoD,  Eaton,  Findlay,  GaiUard, 
Hofanes  of  Ifaine,  Hobnes  of  J^fississippi,  Johnson 
of  looiaiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
Toik,  Knigfa^  Uoyd,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Morrill,  Otis, 
Panott,  Pleasants,  Seymoor,  Southard,  Stokes, 
Tan  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Missis- 
■ppt— 29. 

Mr.  Fuulbastb  then  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
Sd  section  of  the  bill ;  and  after  some  debate, 
this  motion  was  alao  lost,  by  the  casting  vote  of 


the  Ohiurman,  (Mr.  Diokbbson),  the  votes  being 
19  for,  and  19  against,  the  motion. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  2d 
section,  providing  that  "the  coort  before  whom 
the  conviction  shall  take  place,  shall  have  power 
to  enter  a  Judgment  against  the  party  for  the 
amount  or  value  of  the  thing  so  fraudulenUy 
converted,''  &a 

The  question  was  not  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment when  the  Senate  acyoomed 


Thubsdat,  March  14. 
Bonis  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  biU  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.^  Mr.  Holmes  having  with- 
drawn the  amenflment  offered  by  him,  and 
pending  yesterday  when  the  Senate  acljoumed— 
Mr.  Baxboub  moved  to  sbrike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bUl,  amended,  as  follows : 

'*That  itshaQ  be  lawM  for  the  dirsotors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Uuited  States  to  appoint  an  agent  and  a 
register  to  redde  at  FhDadel^;  and  that  all  bills 
aid  notes  of  the  said  ooiporation,  issaed  after  the 
first  anointment  of  such  agent  and  register,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  agent,  and  oonntorsign^  by  the  regis- 
ter ;  that  snoh  biEi  and  notes  shall  have  the  like 
force  and  effect  as  the  biUs  and  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration which  are  now  sioned  by  the  president  and 
countersigned  by  the  oaahiei^  thereof;  and  that,  as 
often  as  an  agent  or  register  of  the  said  ooiporation 
shall  be  appointed,  no  note  or  bill  signed  by  an  agent 
or  countersigned  by  a  register,  shall  be  issued,  until 
public  notice  of  the  iqvpointment  of  such  agent  or  reg- 
ister shall  have  been  previously  giTen,  for  ten  days, 
in  two  gazettes  printed  at  the  c^  of  Washington  i 
I*rwuhd,  neverihelete.  That  all  snch  notes  issued  by 
said  bank,  of  and  under  ten  dollar^  shall  be  payable 
at  the  principal  bank,  or  at  any  of  the  branches  of 
said  bank." 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  motion*to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas,  28,  nays  19,  as  tcXiowB : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Hohnes  of  Mississippi, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Bfills,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas^  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Nat& — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Brown  of  Louisiana,  Dick- 
erson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie,  Morrill,  Noble, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee. 

The  remaining  section  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  yeas  and 
nays— 2T  to  18. 


Friday,  Mai:ch  15. 
£estrietiM  Byetem* 
Mr.  Kmo,  of  New  York,  from  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  had  be^ 
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referred  a  memorial  from  Sonth  Oarolina  and 
one  from  Baltimore,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  re- 
strictions on  the  West  India  trade,  made  a  re- 
port vindicating  at  considerable  length  the  ex- 
pediency and  policy  of  the  restrictive  system, 
as  regards  the  trade  with  the  British  West  In- 
dies, and  recommending  that  the  committee  be 
discnarged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
subject. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
were  lefeired  the  memorial  of  R.  Appleby  and  othera^ 
of  the  Colleton  dlBtrict,  Soath  Carolina,  and  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws  dosiDg 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  against  British  vessels 
employed  in  the  trade  between^e  United  States  and 
the  British  colonies  in  the  WesAidies,  report : 

That,  referring  to  the  period  between  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Revolation  azid  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitation,  it  cannot  be  doabted  that  the  embairass- 
ments  of  the  agricnltore,  trade,  and  navigation  of  the 
sereral  States  were  troly  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  make  adequate  laws  for  their 
encouragement  and  protection;  and  no  motive  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was  more 
strongly  or  more  generally  felt  than  the  opinion  that 
the  vesting  of  power  in  Congress  to  regulate  trade, 
would  serve  to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  Union. 

The  new  Government,  under  the  constitution,  very 
soon  experienced  the  influence  created  by  the  extras 
ordinaiy  changes  that  were  taking  place  in  France, 
and  which,  in  the  sequel,  engaged  all  Europe  in 
anna 

War  between  the  great  maritime  powers  invariably 
produces  temporaiy  relaxations  of  their  laws  respect- 
ing the  trade  and  navigation  of  foreign  nations  with 
their  respective  territories.  The  suspension  of  these 
laws,  and  especially  of  such  of  them  as  regulated  the 
colonial  trade,  had  the  effect  of  ^ving  to  uie  agricul- 
ture, trade,  and  navigation  of  l£e  United  States,  the 
advantages  which  would  have  been  given  to  ^em 
by  a  system  of  firee  trade,  that  should  have  for  its 
basis  the  equal  and  reciprocal  benefits  of  idl  na- 
tions. 

The  condition  of  neutrality  that  was  adopted  by 
the  United  States  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, secured  to  every  commercial  nation  benefits 
which  a  peaceable  and  industrious  people  are  able  to 
afford  during  periods  of  great  public  calamity ;  and 
our  example  during  these  wars  has  served  to  prove 
that  justice  is  the  most  profitable  as  well  as  the 
wisest  policy  of  nations. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  general  peace,  some 
of  the  maritime  nations,  notwithstanding  the  doubts 
that  have  been  raised  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  the 
former  theories  of  trade,  have  returned  to  and  re- 
sumed their  ancient  commercial  policy ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  the  United  States  have,  in  their 
own  defence,  been  obliged  to  resort  to  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  to  regulate  trade  vested  in  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  and  cherishing  the  industry 
and  navigation  of  the  States. 

Great  moderation  has  been  observed  by  the  United 
States  on  this  subject,  and  persevering  endeavors  have 
been  made  to  adjust,  by  treaty,  their  commercial  in- 
tercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  especially  with 


So  far  as  respects  the  English  territories  in  Europe 
and  in  Asia,  the  intercourse  b  arranged  by  the 
treaty  of  1815 ;  but  this  trea^  contains  no  proviuon 
concerning  the  navigation  and  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  English  colonies  in  tho  West 
Indies  and  North  America.  The  value  of  this  branch 
of  trade,  and  the  importance  of  the  navigatiou  em- 
ploved  in  the  same,  have  been  long  understood  bj 
bom  parties,  and  the  actual  embarnssment  thereof, 
which  now  exists,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  have 
placed  the  same  on  a  fair  and  firiendly  footing ;  bat 
it  continues  to  be  insisted  on  by  England,  that  not 
only  the  colonial  trade,  but  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  these  colonies,  ought  to  be  oonnd- 
ered  and  regulated  as  a  monopoly,  that  foreign  na- 
tions are  bouid  to  respect,  and  with  which  they  may 
not  interfere. 

The  act,  commonly  called  the  navigation  act  of 
England,  while  it  reserves  the  colonial  navigation  ex- 
clusively to  the  vessels  of  England  and  her  colonies, 
opens  Uie  trade  between  England  and  foreign  nations 
to  the  vessels  of  both,  subject  to  equal  and  the  same 
regulations. 

The  cdonial,  like  the  coasting  trade,  has  been 
treated  as  a  monopoly,  so  long  as  the  same  was  con- 
fined to  the  navigation  between  territories  of  the  same 
nation ;  but,  whenever  it  may  suit  the  convenience  of 
a  nation  to  open  a  trade  between  her  colonies  and  a 
foreign  nation,  the  claim  to  treat  this  trade  as  a  mo- 
nopoly is  without  just  authority,  being  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  such  foreign  nation,  which,  within  its  own 
dominions,  must  possess  authority  to  make  such 
regulations  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 

It  is  an  unwarrantable  extension  of  national  mono- 
polies, by  ex  parte  laws,  to  attempt  to  include  the 
navigation  of  a  foreign  nation  within  the  rules  by 
which  the  navigation  between  portiotts  of  the  same 
nation  is  governed.  If  this  may  be  done  between  the 
colonies  and  a  foreign  nation,  it  may  also  be  done  in 
respect  to  the  navigation  between  any  other  portion, 
or  the  whole  of  the  territories  of  such  nation  and 
foreign  nations. 

England  allows  the  importation  of  lumber  and 
breadstuffs  from  the  United  States  into  the  oolony'of 
Jamaica,  but  forbids  the  same,  unless  the  importation 
be  made  in  English  vessels ;  ^e  also  allows  the  im- 
portation of  cotton  and  tobacco  from  the  United 
States  into  England,  but  with  equal  right  she  may 
forbid  the  same,  unless  the  importations  be  made  in 
English  vessela  This  has  not  been  done  in  the  lat- 
ter case,  and  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment  in  ttie 
United  States,  should  it  be  attempted;  yet,  in  the 
former  case,  this  is,  and  has  been  the  law  ever  since 
the  date  of  our  independence,  and  it  may,  with  eqnnl 
right,  be  applied  to  Liverpool  as  to  Jamaica. 

After  long  endurance  and  fruitless  efforts  to  adjust 
this  question  by  treaty.  Congress,  with  great  nna> 
nimity,  have  passed  laws  to  countervail  the  restrio- 
tions  imposed  by  .England  upon  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  her  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies. 

England  having  forbidden  the  importation  of  sup- 
plies fh)m  the  United  Sutes  into  the  West  India  colo- 
nies in  American  vessels,  the  United  States  in  their 
turn  have  forbidden  the  exportation  of  these  supplies 
in  British  vessels :  the  two  restrictions  have  put  an 
end  to  the  direct  intercourse,  and  the  trade  is  caniad 
on  indirectly;  the  supplies  for  these  colonies  being 
carried  in  Aineiican  vessels  from  the  United  States  lo 
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the  Svediflh  and  Danish  Idands,  and  the  produce  of 
the  EBgluh  West  Indies  being  brought  in  English 
tsskIs  to  the  same  islands,  and  there  exchanged  for 
the  prorisions  and  lumber  of  the  United  States. 
American  sopplies  are  also  sent  in  American  vessels 
to  the  free  port  of  Bermuda,  and  there  sold  for  cash ; 
and  floor  in  like  manner  is  sent  firom  the  United 
States  to  the  Islamd  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  to  the  port 
of  LiTerpool,  and  from  these  places  carried  in  £112- 
lieh  resaels  to  Jamuca  and  otiier  English  colonies  m 
the  West  Indies.  In  this  condition  of  om:  navigation 
and  trade,  onr  tonnage  continnes  annually  to  increase, 
and  the  value  of  onr  exports  exceeds  that  ci  onr  im- 
ports. 

In  eoimtriea  of  great  extent,  and  whose  produc- 
tioos  are  varioos,  though  the  people  are  generally 
empLoyed  in  similar  occupations,  new  regulations 
may,  for  a  time,  a£fect  some  portions  of  the  country 
more  than  odiers ;  but  every  portion  soon  acoommo- 
dates  itadf  to  the  new  regulation,  and  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  are,  in  a  short  time,  cer- 
tain to  be  equalized  by  the  entire  freedom  with  which 
erery  branch  of  industry  is  prosecuted 

It  was  on  account  of  this  diversity  of  products,  and 
of  the  different  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  that  jealousies  formerly  existed  between 
them,  irhidi  defeated  every  attempt  to  establish  any 
common  regulation  of  trade  under  the  Ck>nfederation 
— ^the  want  of  American  tonnage  sufficient  to  create 
the  reqniate  competition  in  the  exports  of  the  coun- 
try, added  to  the  difficulties  of  this  period. 

Bnt  as  tiie  national  tonnage  is  now  fully  sufficient 
for  die  national  exports,  and  as  Congress  luive  offered 
to  all  nadons  a  system  of  entire  equality  and  freedom 
in  the  commercial  intercourse  between  them  and  the 
United  States,  the  time  has  come  in  which  it  has 
been  thought  to  he  due  to  the  welfare  and  character 
of  the  Umted  States  to  countervail  the  regulations, 
which  so  long,  and  to  much  to  onr  disadvantage, 
have  been  imposed  by  England  on  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation bet?reen  the  United  States  and  her  West  India 
eoloniea. 

Hiia  national  measure,  so  long  called  for  to  protect 
the  ships  and  seamen  of  the  United  States,  was'cal- 
eolated  to  awaken  the  remnant  of  local  jealousy  that 
may  stUi  exist  among  us,  against  the  influence  of 
which  we  may  with  confidence  appeal  to  the  charac- 
ter and  necessity  of  the  law. 

By  the  exdnsaon  of  English  vesaels,  American  ves- 
sels are  employed  in  their  place,  and  whatever  is  lost 
to  the  SatBUBr  is  gained  by  the  Utter.  By  revoking 
the  coimtervailing  laws,  we  take  away  the  profits 
now  enjoyed  by  American  vessels,  and  give  them 
back  again  to  the  vessels  of  England,  and,  in  doing 
80^  grant  a  bounty  to  foreign  ships  at  the  expense  of 


Navigation  and  maritime  industry,  for  a  peculiar 
leasoo,  call  for  national  protection:  for  the  art  of 
navigation  is  an  expedient  of  war,  as  well  as  of  com- 
meroe ;  and,  in  this  respect,  diffors  firom  every  other 
hcanch  of  indnstxy.  Though  it  was  once  doubted, 
doubt  no  longer  exists^  that  anavy  is  the  best  defence 
of  tiie  United  States  and  tins  maxim  is  not  more 
trae  thm  that  a  naval  power  never  has  existed,  and 
can  never  exist^  without  a  commercial  marine ;  henoe, 
the  policy  of  encouraging  and  protecting  the  sldps  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  oonunerdal  diffeseoces  which  arise  between 
nations,  the  varioos  branches  of  industry  are  differ- 
entiy  tJSdcted,  and  calculationi^  founded  on  the  sup- 


posed interest  of  either  party,  being  often  fallacious, 
may  prove  to  be  uncertain  guides  in  the  policy  of 
nations,  while,  by  referring  every  question  of  dis- 
agreement to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  in  the  puri^ 
and  preservation  of  which  every  one  is  alike  con- 
cerned, a  standard  is  provided  that  can  nevef  mis- 
lead. 

In  the  least  as  well  as  the  most  difficult  disputes, 
national  honor  is  the  safest  counsellor — and  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  public  injuries  long  endured  in- 
vite further  aggression,  and,  in  the  end,  degrade  and 
destroy  the  pride  and  safety  of  nations. 

In  respect  to  the  commercial  difference  which  has 
so  long  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land, tiie  claim  of  the  latter  excluMvely  to  regulate 
the  interoourse  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  her  West  India  colonies,  has  affected  the 
reputation  and  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
public  honor  justifies  the  countervailing  measures 
adopted  on  this  subject;  to  recede  from  the  same 
would  be  equivalent  to  their  final  relinqmshment, 
and  would  not  faU  to  encourage  the  belief  that  a 
wrong  so  long  endured  would  no  longer  be  opposed, 
and  wat  further  aggression  might  be  made  without 
resistance. 

It  must  be  always  remembered,  that  the  counter- 
vailing measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, are  entirely  defensive;  and,  as  we  desire  to 
concur  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  trade  with  every 
nation,  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  restrictions  on 
the  English  navigation,  as  soon  as  England  manifests 
a  disposition  to  give  up  the  restrictions  which  she 
was  the  first  to  impose  on  our  navigation — and  does 
pubUc  policy  require,  or  will  the  national  honor  per- 
mit, that  we  should  do  so  sooner?  With  these 
views,  the  committee  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of' 
the  petitions  of  R.  Appleby  and  others,  of  Colleton 
District,  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore,  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  restrictions  on  Eng- 
lish vessels  employed  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  English  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies. 


MoNDAT,  March  18. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Pnblio 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  St.  Augustine,  praying 
the  donation  to  that  city  of  certain  sqoares  and 
lots  in  said  city,  made  a  report  unfavorable 
thereto,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  the  subject 
was  referred  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  war 
among  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  bill  is 
as  follows : 

A  bill  to  prevent  war  among  the  Indian  tribes  within 
the  territorial  limits  <?  the  United  States. 

Be  ii  enacted  by  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Ike  United  States  of  Amerioa^  in  Congress 
assembled^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  such  measures 


176 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


Senats.] 


Land  Tides  in  Misiouru 


[Habc&i;1828. 


as  he  may  deem  expedient  and  proper  to  prevent  war 
among  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  hy  employing  the  military  force,  or 
otherwise. 

Ikmd  Titles  in  Missouri. 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  in- 
complete French  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
within  that  part  of  the  late  province  of  Louis- 
iana which  is  now  comprised  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  to  obtain  com- 
plete titles  for  the  same  when  found  to  be  valid. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  make  the  United  States 
federal  court,  in  the  State  of  Missouri  a  tribunal 
for  examining  into  the  validity  of  these  titles, 
and  to  confinn  them,  when  found  to  be  valid, 
to  the  same  extent  that  they  would  have  been 
confirmed  under  the  French  and  Snanish  GK)v- 
emments,.  if  their  sovereignty  had  continued 
over  the  province  of  Louisiana.] 

Mr.  BxNTON,  in  support  of  the  bill,  said,  that 
he  would  undertake  to  show  the  mode  and 
terms  of  conceding  lands,  under  the  French  and 
Spanish  Governments,  in  Louisiana ;  that  lands, 
in  point  of  fact,  were  there  conceded  according 
to  this  mode,  and  upon  these  terms ;  that  many 
of  these  concessions  were  in  an  incomplete  state 
on  the  day  of  the  transfer  of  the  province  to 
the  United  States,  but  valid  on  that  day  against 
France  and  Spain,  and  in  consequence  vafid  to 
the  same  extent  against  the  United  States ;  that 
the  United  States  has  not  yet  provided  by  law 
for  completing  these  tides,  and  that  it  is  now 
her  duty  to  do  so. 

*  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  support  the  several  posi- 
tions which  he  had  taken. 

1.  As  to  the  mode  and  terms.  He  said  that  it 
required  the  concurrence  of  two  authorities  to 
concede  the  Grown  lands  in  Spanish  America — 
a  local  authority  which  originated  the  titie,  and  a 
superior  authority  which  confirmed  it.  The  first 
was  called  a  sub-delegate,  and  always  resided  in 
the  province  where  tiae  coneeded  land  was  situ- 
atea ;  the  second  was  for  a  long  time  the  Elng, 
in  person,  at  Madrid.  The  authority  of  the 
sub-delegate  extended  to  three  points— making 
the  concessioD,  fixing  the  terms  of  it,  and  order- 
ing the  survey.  The  superior  authority  issued 
the  patent  when  the  survey  was  returned,  and 
it  entertained  appeals  in  behalf  of  the  subject  on 
every  decision  made  by  the  sub-delegate. 

This  continued  to  be  the  mode  until  the  year 
1754.  In  that  year  a  royal  ordinance  was  pro^ 
mulgated  upon  tiie  subject  of  granting  the  Grown 
lands,  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Spanish  America,  and  which  had  continued 
in  force  ever  since.  The  entire  ordinance  might 
now  be  seen  in  the  Department  of  State,  in  a 
book  entitied  '*  Leyes  de  la  Becopilacion  de  lii- 
dias,"  and  is  the  eighty-first  article,  and  the  one 
referred  to  by  Morales.  It  emanated  from  Fer. 
dinand  YL,  a  prince  known  to  history  by  the 
name  of  Ferdinand  the  Wise— a  titie,  said  Mr.  B., 
above  that  for  which  his  great  grand&ther,  Louis 


XIV.,  had  labored  so  much  in  vain,  and  which 
Ferdinand  acquired  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
wars  which  had  descended  upon  him  with  his 
crown;  by  relieving  his  subjects  from  their 
taxes;  by  redaiming  the  banditti  from  the 
mountains,  and  restoring  them  to  the  fields; 
by  opening  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  and 
turning  out  the  victims ;  by  encouraging  agri- 
culture and  commerce  at  home,  and  extending 
the  care  of  his  parental  Government  to  the 
peqple  of  the  New  World. 

The  ordinance  recited  that  experienoe  had 
shown  tiie  injuries  which  had  resulted  to  the 
King  and  the  subject  from  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying at  Madrid  for  the  confirmation  of  land 
tities ;  that  many  had  omitted  to  profit  by  the 
royal  bounty,  because  unable  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  this  application ;  that  those  who  did 
apply  paid  more  to  get  the  confirmation  than 
the  land  itself  had  cost ;  that,  in  consequence^ 
people  seated  themselves  on  the  Grown  lands 
without  tities,  and  without  improving  them, 
because  they  expected  to  be  denounced  ana 
criminally  pursued  for  the  trespass ;— the  effect 
of  all  widen  was.  that  large  districts  remained 
witiiout  fixed  inhabitants,  without  cultivation, 
and  without  cattie ;  to  the  iiyury  of  the  King's 
service,  and  to  the  pr^udice  of  acyoining  prov- 
inces. 

Such,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  the  wise  redtals  of 
the  ordinance  of  1754.  The  enactments  flowed 
directly  from  them.  They  ordained  that  the 
confirming  as  weU  as  the  originating  authority 
should  be  local— -the  latter  continuing  to  be  the 
sub-delegates,  the  former  being  vessted  in  the 
supreme  courts,  called  Audiences,  established 
by  Gharles  Y.,  in  the  vice-regal  kingdoms  of  the 
if ew  World. 

But  the  beneficence  of  the  King  did  not  stop 
here.  There  were  provinces  remote  from  the 
seats  of  the  Audiences,  or  separated  fix^m  them 
by  the  sear--as  Yucatan,  Garthagena,  Puerto 
£Uco,  Panama,  Gumana,  Havana,  and  others — 
in  which  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  people 
to  go  to  the  Audiences  to  obtain  patents.  In 
all  these,  as  in  others  in  like  droumstanoea^  it 
was  expressly  ordained,  that  the  governors  of 
the  provinces  should  exercise  the  same  powers, 
within  tiieir  province,  which  the  Audiences 
exercised  in  the  vice-regal  kingdoms.  These 
powers  extended  to  the  appointment  of  sab- 
delegates,  to  the  issuing  of  patents,  snd  to  the 
revision  of  the  acts  of  the  sub^elegatea,  by  way 
of  appeal ;  for  which  purpose  the  sub-deiegafte 
was  bound  to  send  up,  free  of  cost^  to  the  pwty, 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in  the  form  of  a 
question  proposed,  (en  consuUa^)  to  tiie  end,  as 
tne  ordinance  declares,  that  no  one  should  be 
induced,  through  fear  of  expense,  to  abandon 
his  right. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  Louisiana  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  ordinance  of  1754,  nor  could  be,  because 
not  ceded  to  Spain  till  the  year  1762,  nor  occu- 
pied by  her  until  1769.  But,  when  acquired,  she 
was  in  equal  circumstances  witii  those  named, 
and  the  ordinance  attached  to  her,  and  was  prao- 
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tiffed  upon  by  the  fint  Goyernor,  O^Beillj,  from 
the  first  year  of  his  administration,  and  by  all 
his  sncceasore,  up  to  the  year  1799,  when  this 
branch  of  his  authority  was  transferred,  by  a 
decree  of  Charles  lY.,  to  the  Intendants  Gen- 
eral. Morales  was  the  only  Intendant  General 
who  undertook  to  exercise  this  authority.  He 
published  a  set  of  regulations  adverse  to  the 
interest  of  the  proTince  and  to  the  spirit  of  the 
ordinance  of  1764,  for  which  he  was  remon- 
strated against  by  the  cabildo  of  New  Orleans, 
and  dismissed  by  the  King.  The  Lieutenant 
GoTemors  of  Upper  Louisiana  were  sub-dde- 
gates,  by  Tirtue  of  their  office,  both  under  the 
GoTemors-Cteneral  of  Louisiana  and  the  Intend- 
ant, Morales,  and  in  that  capacity  they  conceded 
their  land?,  fixed  the  terms  of  the  concession, 
and  ordered  the  survey,  from  the  time  that  St. 
Ange,  the  first  Spani^  Lieutenant-Governor, 
arrived  at  St  Louis,  in  1770,  until  the  10th  day 
of  March,  1804,  when  Don  Carlos  Delassus,  the 
last  of  the  Lieutenant-Governors,  transferred 
the  province  to  Mijor  Stoddart,  the  first  com- 
mandant of  Upper  Louisiana  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  now  stated  the  out- 
line of  the  regular  mode  of  making  the  ordi- 
nary concessions  for  land  in  Spanish  America. 
Ex^nordinary  grants  commenced  difTerently; 
they  issned  dii^tly  and  in  the  first  instance 
either  from  the  confirming  authority  or  from 
the  £ing  himself;  the  sub-delegates  seldom 
originated  them ;  the  feeling  of  subordination 
being  too  intense  in  a  despotic  government  to 
permit  the  inferior  to  venture  upon  the  slightest 
exercise  of  a  doubtfrd  authority. 

Having  shown  the  mode  of  concediDg  lands, 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  state  the  terms  upon  which 
concessions  were  made. 

He  said  that  the  Kings  of  Spain  had  acquired 
the  two  Americas  on  cheap  terms,  and  were 
able  to  part  with  their  lands  in  the  same 
way.  He  had  read,  in  acts  of  Congress,  the  ex- 
pression, ^^Extvnguuik  Indian  titla^^^  applied 
to  the  Spanish  government  in  upper  Louisiana. 
The  expression,  he  said,  was  borrowed  from  our 
own  practice,  not  from  theirs.  The  Spanish 
Kings  held  no  treaties  to  extinguish  Indian 
titles ;  no  such  thing  as  a  boandary  line  was 
established  between  Spanish  and  Indian  lands. 
The  Pope,  Alexander  YI.,  made  a  free  gift  of 
the  New  World  and  all  its  inhabitants  to  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  and  the  swords  of  Cortez 
and  Pizarro  made  good  the  grant.  Lands  ac- 
qaired  so  easily,  for  a  long  time  had  no  value, 
and  no  one  would  accept  tiiem  as  a  gift,  except 
for  the  mines  of  gold  or  silver  which  they  con- 
tained, or  for  the  Indians  who  lived  upon  them, 
and  who  became  slaves. 

In  the  course  of  one  or  two  centuries,  the 
terms,  as  well  as  the  mode,  of  concedmg  lands. 
settled  down  upon  fixed  principles,  and  received 
their  latest  improvement  in  the  ordinance  of 
1754. 

The  ooneeasions  were  made  upon  different 
oouBdenitiona.  First-— by  sales,  properly  so 
Vou  Vn.— 13 


called.  The  Spanish  word  is  ^^  Mntot,''  and  ob- 
viously implies  a  sale  for  money.  The  second, 
by  arrangement  or  composition.  The  Spanish 
word  is  ^^  eompaneiones^^  and  implies  a  con- 
sideration of  some  sort;  but  a  consideration 
opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  w>iA  pro  quo  in  money ; 
as  pubho  services  in  a  military  or  civil  capacity 
rendered  to  the  King,  or  advantages  redounding 
to  the  benefit  of  the  province,  by  promoting  its 
population,  encouragine  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground,  rearing  of  cattle,  opening  roads,  build* 
ing  mills,  exploring  mmes,  &c.  The  third,  by 
gifts.  The  Spanish  word  is,  '*  B^pofrtimimUm,^^ 
derived  from  the  verb  reparter^  to  divide.  The 
noun,  repc^timiento^  is  the  word  used  in  the 
early  history  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  signifies 
the  respective  portions  of  lands,  and  Indians, 
and  gold  and  silver  mines,  which  fell  to  the 
shares  of  the  first  conquerors,  when  the  spoil 
of  the  New  World  was  divided  out  among  them. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  also  been  informed  that  the 
same  word  was  used  in  Spain  in  testamentary 
devises,  and  imported  the  partition  which  a 
father  makes  of  his  estate  among  his  children. 
He  said  that  a  stUl  stronger  word  than  this  was 
used  in  the  ordinance  of  1754,  the  word  *'  mer- 
eodes,^^  which  sifl[iifies  ^gracious  gifts.^^  The 
words  of  the  ormnance  are — **  He  resuelto  que 
en  las  mercedes^  yentas  y  oomposiciones  de 
realengos,  sitios  y  valdios,  neohas  al  presente,  y 
que  se  hideren  en  adelante,  se  observe  y  pra- 
tique precisamente  lo  contenido  en  esta  instruo- 
cion. — ^El  Bey.''  In  English :  ^^  I  have  resolved 
that,  in  the  gracious  gifts,  sales  and  compo- 
sitions of  tiie  royal  bmds,  places,  and  wastes, 
heretofore  made,  and  which  shall  be  made  here- 
after, shall  be  observed  and  followed  precisely 
the  tenor  of  this  decree.— The  King." 

Mr.  B.  i^logized  to  the  Senate  for  going  so 
much  at  large  into  these  two  points.  He  was 
induced  to  do  so,  because  he  saw  an  idea  pre- 
vaUing  that  valuable  considerationB  were  neces- 
sary to  the  validity  of  Spanish  concessions.  He 
hoped  he  had  said  enough  to  show  that  besides  a 
sale  for  money,  the  Crown  lands  of  Spain  in 
the  Kew  World  might  be  compounded  for  ser- 
vices or  public  advantages,  and  divided  gra- 
tuitously among  the  King's  subjects,  as  a  fatiier 
divides  his  estate  among  his  children,  and  that 
these  principles  extended  to  the  province  of  Up- 
per Louisiana,  now  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
governed  the  concessions  there  made,  and  for  the 
examination  and  decision  of  which  this  bill  is 
intended  to  provide. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  that  lands,  in  point 
of  fact,  were  actually  conceded  in  Upper  Louis- 
iana according  to  the  mode  and  upon  the  terms 
which  he  had  stated. 

He  read  from  Stoddart's  Sketches  of  Louis- 
iana, page  245,  to  prove  that  the  quantity  of 
1,721,498  arpeus  Tequal  to  1,468,888  acres)  had 
been  conceded  before  the  transfer  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  duly  registered  under  the  acts  of  Con* 
g^ess  requiring  tiie  registration  of  incomplete 
titles ;  of  which  868,7/1  arpens  had  been  sur- 
veyed befbre  the  day  of  the  transfer,  (10th  of 
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Maroh,  1804,)  and  that  862,722  arpens  were  un- 
Burveyed  on  that  day.  He  enforced  the  remark 
of  the  historian,  that  the  quantity  was  incred- 
ibly small  considering  the  magnitade  of  the 
province,  the  number,  of  its  popnlation,  and  the 
length  of  time  it  had  been  settled. 

Mr.  B.  here  exhibited  to  the  Senate  a  great 
number  of  petitions,  with  the  original  conces- 
sions attached  to  them.  He  said  that  the  owners 
of  these  concessions  had  sent  them  so  great  a 
distance,  with  so  much  peril  of  being  lost,  for 
the  inspection  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and 
to  confront  the  insinoation  of  fraud  and  forgery, 
which  they  believed  some  agent  of  mischief  had 
made  against  them.  He  showed  that  the  con- 
cessions had  been  made  by  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernors in  their  characters  of  sub-delegates,  who 
had  fixed  the  terms  and  conditions  in  the  de- 
cree of  concession,  and  ordered  the  survey. 
He  admitted  that  none  of  the  Grown  lands  had 
been  sold  for  money  in  Upper  Louisianai.  He 
had  never  heard  of  such  a  sale.  The  consider- 
ations were  in  the  way  of  public  services  and 
advantages;  as,  rewaniing  civil  and  military 
officers  for  meritorious  services,  raising  wheat 
and  rearing  cattle  for  the  supply  of  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  opening  lead  mines  for  the  supply 
of  the  King's  armies,  and  growing  hemp  for 
the  supply  of  his  ships.  But  the  great  consider- 
ation was  to  populate  the  country,  as  without 
people  these  articles  could  not  be  raised,  nor 
the  province  defended  against  an  enemy.  The 
population  of  Upper  Louisiana  had  proceeded 
with  the  slow  pace  which  has  always  attended 
the  settlement  of  a  European  colony.  Though 
settled  so  long  before  Kentucky,  as  late  as  the 
^ear  1788,  Upper  Louisiana  contained  but  a  few 
mconsiderabie  villages,  and  no  more  than  6,400 
arpens  of  land  (6,440  Acres)  had  been  conceded 
and  surveyed  in  the  whole  province.  Mr.  B. 
took  the  year  1768,  because  at  that  time  Ken- 
tacky  was  pouring  her  produce  upon  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  Spanish  authorities  there  began 
naturally  to  inquire  of  themselves  if  they  could 
not  procure  the  -same  articles  from  their  own 
province  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kentucky? 
The  answer  was  obvious;  but  it  required  a 
statesman  of  the  school  of  liie  Sullys  and  Ool- 
berts  to  accomplish  the  object.  That  statesman 
appeared  in  the  person  of  the  Baron  de  Garon- 
delet.  He  held  out  the  powerful  indncement 
of  lands  to  be  given  without  taxes,  and  a  mar- 
ket at  New  Orleans  for  all  their  productions. 

In  1796,  the  reasons  became  stronger  for  pop- 
ulating this  province.  It  became  necessary  to 
defend  it  Spain,  as  the  ally  of  the  French 
Republic,  was  then  «t  war  with  England,  and 
their  subjects  waged  against-each  other  through- 
out the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  ^^  the  unprofit- 
able contest ''  of  trying  which  could  do  the 
other  the  greatest  hara.  Upper  Louisiana  was 
open  to  invasion  from  Oanada  upon  the  line  of 
I^ke  Michigan  and  the  Illinois  Kiver^  It  had 
been  so  invaded  in  the  year  1780,  when  Spain, 
as  the  ally  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  was 
obnoxious  in  all  her  dominions  to  the  attacks 


of  the  English  arms.  The  riflemen  of  the  West 
then  saved  St.  Louis,  and  to  them  the  Baron  de 
Oarondelet  looked  again  when  menaced  by  the 
same  foe  in  1796.  Mr.  B.  stopped  a  moment  to 
speak  of  an  exploit  too  little  known  to  history. 
He  said  that  the  British  and  Indians,  to  the 
number  of  1,600,  appeared  before  St.  Louis  in 
the  year  1780.  General  George  Rogers  Clark 
was  then  upon  the  American  bottom  with  the 
conquerors  of  Yincennes  and  Kaskaskia.  The 
French  of  St  Louis  sent  to  invoke  his  aid.  He 
had  but  400  men,  and  might  have  declined  with 
honor.  He  might  have  said,  our  numbers  are 
too  few,  the  river  is  too  wide  and  rapid ;  yon 
are  strangers,  and  live  beyond  the  confines  of 
my  country ;  you  may  be  in  collusion  with  tlie 
enemy  to  draw  me  across  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  revenge  in  Louisiana  tlie  d^eat  of  your  coun- 
trymen in  Illinois.  But  such  was  not  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Clark,  nor  of  the  400  brave 
men  that  followed  his  steps.  He  or  they  knew 
not  danger.  Knew  it  not  I  May  their  spirits 
pardon  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  applying  to  them 
such  a  fourth  of  July-day  expression.  They 
did  know  danger — were  bom  in  its  presence, 
and  grew  up  in  its  company ;  and  each  could 
say  with  Csssar — 

*'  Danger  and  I  aro  brothers, 
Twin  lions  whelped  in  one  Iionr, 
And  I  the  elder  and  more  terrible." 

They  were  the  riflemen  of  the  West,  and  took 
counsel,  not  from  danger,  but  from  honor  and 
courage.  They  divided  into  two  bodies,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  St  Louis.  T^o  hun- 
dred presented  themselves  opposite  the  town, 
and  two  hundred  crossed  the  river  below.  At 
the  fflght  of  such  boldness,  the  British  and  In- 
dians, believing  them  to  be  the  vanguard  of  a 
great  army,  suddenly  retired,  after  killing  eighty 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  leaving  an  impression  of 
terror  which  still  marks  that  year  as  an  epoch 
of  calamity;  ''''Vannke  du  coup,^  Histoiy, 
continued  Mr.  B.,  teUs  of  the  passage  of  the 
Rhone  and  Granicus ;  but  here  is  the  passage 
of  a  river  unknown  to  history,  yet  surpassing 
the  exploit  of  Hannibal  and  Alexander  as  much 
in  heroism  and  magnanimity  as  the  Father  of 
Floods  surpasses  in  magnitude  the  puny  stream 
of  Gaul  and  of  Asia  Minor. 

In  1796  the  same  danger  again  menaced 
Upper  Louisiana;  the  Baron  de  Caronddet 
looked  to  the  same  reliel^  the  riflemen  of  the 
West :  lands  were  gratnitously  given  them,  free 
of  taxes,  and  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  poured 
tlieir  earliest  settlers  across  the  MisaasippL 
The  cdebrated  Colonel  Boone  went  at  that 
time.  Emigrants  were  also  drawn  from  every 
part  of  the  United  States :  and  not  only  they, 
but  the  European  Frendi,  flying  from  the 
storms  of  the  Revolution,  the  inhabitants  <^ 
St  Domingo  escaping  from  massacre  and  con- 
flagration, the  Irish  retiring  from  the  calami- 
ties of  their  country,  all  found  refoge  in  Upper 
Louisiana,  and  received  gratuitous  grants  of 
hmds  from  the  Spanish  Government    Mr.  B. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBBSS. 


179 


I888.3 


Misnmi  Ltmd  TUUi. 


[Snim. 


stated  that  it  was  at  this  period  (the  dose  of 
the  last  oentory)  that  Upper  Louisiana  gained 
two-thirds  of  its  whole  poDolation ;  it  was  then 
that  the  chief  part  of  tne  <k>noes8ions  were 
made;  and  the  United  States  had  reached  the 
benefit  of  the  Baron  de  Oarondelet's  poH^ ;  for 
die  purchased  the  province  immediately  after, 
and  in  the  war  of  1812  these  Yery  people  de- 
fended Missouri  for  her  against  Bntish  and  In- 
dians^ (although  the  most  exposed  point  in  the 
Union,)  without  the  aid  of  regular  troops,  with- 
out fortifications,  and  without  calling  militia 
drangfats  and  Tolunteers  from  the  neighboring 
States.  And  now  these  people,  in  company 
with  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  country,  appear 
at  year  bar,  and  ask  you  to  confirm  to  them 
the  lands  which  were  conceded  to  them  by  the 
authority  of  the  Xing  of  Spain. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show,  that  many  of  these 
concessions  were  incomplete  on  the  day  of  the 
transfer  of  Upper  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  but  valid  on  that  day  against  France 
and  Spain,  and,  by  consequence,  valid  to  the 
same  extent  against  the  United  States. 

He  stated  1^  all  concessions  were  termed 
incomplete,  eyen  though  surveyed,  until  con- 
firmed by  the  Grovemor  General  or  Intendant 
at  New  Orieana^  and  a  patent  issued  by  them. 
He  said  it  might  readily  be  supposed  that  the 
greater  part  of  these  concessions  were  incom- 
plete^ when  it  is  seen  that  they  were  made  so 
near  the  dose  of  the  Spanish  govemmeut ;  that 
such  was  the  &ct,  he  read  from  Stoddart^s 
Sketches,  page  345,  to  show  that  not  one-twen- 
tieth of  the  whole  quantity  were  complete. 
Even  in  Lower  Louisiana,  so  much  longer  set- 
tied,  so  much  nearer  to  the  confirming  author- 
ity, he  showed  that  not  one-fourth  part  of  the 
ocmceded  lands  were  held  by  complete  titles  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  ttie  province. 

niiese  incomplete  titles  were,  nevertheless, 
considered  and  treated  as  property  by  the 
Spanish  laws,  and  respected  as  such  by  the 
Spanish  authorities.  In  support  of  this  asser- 
tion, Mr.  B.  read  from  Stoddart's  Sketches  of 
Louisiana,  page  245.  and  from  a  note  which  he 
had  taken  from  a  document  filed  by  order  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  the  Department  of  State,  rela- 
tire  to  Louisiana^  and  which,  on  the  subject  of 
land  titles,  says :  ^Perhaps  not  one-fourth  part 
of  the  lands  granted  in  Louisiana  are  held  by 
eomplete  titles.  Not  a  small  part  is  held  by 
occupancy,  with  a  simple  verbal  permission  of 
a  colonial  officer.  A  practice  which  has  been 
always  countenanced  by  the  Spanish  Gk>vem- 
ment,  in  order  that  poor  men,  when  they  found 
themselves  a  little  at  their  ease,  might,  at  their 
own  oonvenienoy,  apply  for  and  obtain  complete 
titles.  In  the  mean  time  such  imperfect  rights 
were  suffered  by  the  Gk)vemment  to  descend 
by  inheritance,  and  even  to  be  transfened  by 
private  contract^ 

Mr.  B.  hoped  that  these  quotations  were  con- 
dusive  on  the  two  points  that  there  were  in- 
eomplete  titles  in  Upper  Louisiana  on  the  day 
of  the  transfer  of  the  province  (lOth  Uardi, 


1804)  to  the  United  States,  and  that  these  in- 
choate rights  were  property  in  the  eye  of  the 
Spanish  law.  These  points  being  established, 
it  followed,  of  course,  that  the  titles  in  question 
were  protected  by  the  third  artide  of  the  treaty 
of  1808,  which  secures  to  the  people  of  Louisiana 
the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and 
property.  He  said  that  the  Treaty  of  San  Ilde- 
fonso  contained  an  equivalent  or  stronger  stipu- 
lation. That  treaty  had  not  been  published, 
but  its  contents,  in  this  particular,  were  made 
known  officially  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Mar^ 
quis  de  Oasa  Oalvo  ana  Generd  Salcedo,  Oom- 
missioners  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  Mcgesty 
for  ddivering  Louisiana  to  the  Oommissioners 
of  the  French  Republic. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  support  his  fourth  and 
last  proposition — ^that  the  United  States  had 
not  yet  provided  by  law  for  completing  these 
titles,  and  that  it  was  her  duty  now  to  do  so. 

The  first  act  of  Oongress  on  this  subject  was 
passed  on  the  26th  of  March,  1804^  sixteen  days 
after  the  change  of  fiags  in  Upper  Louisiana. 
It  declared  the  concessions  and  survey  made 
afber  the  Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  to  be  null  and 
void;  forbid  ftiture  surveys;  and  denounced  a 
pendty  of  fine  and  imprisonment  against  any 
person  attempting  to  survey  or  to  settle  on  pul>- 
lie  lands. 

The  first  part  of  this  act  was  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  which  admit  the  ordinary 
acts  of  sovereignty,  done  in  good  &ith  by  the 
sovereign  ds/acto^  to  be  good  and  valid.  But 
it  was  not  necessarv  to  argue  the  point,  because 
it  had  been  conceded  by  eveiy  subsequent  act 
of  Congress,  in  relation  to  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Louisiana. 

Severd  acts  of  Congress,  afterwards  passed, 
establishing  boards  of  commissioners,  with  au- 
thority to  confirm  small  tracts  to  actual  settiers, 
and  one,  in  1807,  which  authorized  the  con- 
firmation of  tracts  to  the  extent  of  2,000  arpens, 
where  there  had  been  an  actual  possession  for 
ten  consecutive  years.  But  the  act  of  the  most 
enlarged  and  liberd  provisioos,  passed  in  1814^ 
authorizing  the  board  of  commissioners  to  con- 
firm to  the  extent  of  one  league  square,  (7,066 
arpens,  eqnd  to  6,002  acres,)  if  conceded  and 
surveyed  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1804. 
This  act  would  nearly  have  settied  the  land 
claims  of  Missouri,  if  it  had  made  a  provision 
for  the  unsurveyed  ddms.  But  no  provision 
was  made  for  these,  and  the  pendty  agdnst 
surveying  remained  in  full  force.  By  the  laws 
of  Spain,  no  time  was  limited  for  making  the 
survey;  no  forfeiture  accrued  for  not  making  it 
within  any  given  time ;  it  was  left  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  party.  Mr.  B.  read  various  pas- 
sages from  Stoddart's  Sketdiea,  in  proof  of  this 
assertion.  He  sdd  that  no  forfeiture  had  yet 
accrued  under  any  kw  of  the  United  States,  for 
not  one  instant  of  time  had  ever  been  allowed 
for  making  surveys ;  on  the  contrary,  the  act  of 
26th  Mardi,  1804,  stopped  the  surveys  then  in 
progress,  and  nullified  many  already  made. 
The  cldms  now  in  question  were  prindpally  of 
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the  tmsnryeyed  class,  bat  this  class  indaded 
many  aotaaUj  soryeyed  before  the  10th  of 
March,  bat  not  retomed  to  the  Sorveyor- 
General's  office  ontil  after  that  day,  and  many 
others,  sorreyed  in  the  Spring  of  1804,  before 
the  act  against  sorveying  was  known  in  Mis- 
aoari. 

Mr.  B.  then  showed  what  provision  Congress 
had  made  for  the  claims  in  qnestion.  By  an 
act  of  1806,  they  were  reqaired  to  be  registered 
with  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  an  office  created 
by  Oongress,  and  to  pay  him  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  for  every  hondred  words  of  the  registrar 
tion.  By  an  act  of  1821,  every  claim  so  regis- 
tered, is  reserved  from  pnblio  sale,  antil  the  de- 
cision of  Oongress  shall  be  maile  thereon.  No 
decision  has  yet  been  made ;  no  law  has  been 
passed  by  virtae  of  which  their  validity  can  be 
tried.  Li  the  mean  time,  these  claims,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  de  facto  sarveyed  or  located, 
are  treated  as  property  by  the  laws  of  Missoari, 
ander  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1808.  They 
are  snbject  to  taxation,  to  be  sold  on  execation, 
to  descend  by  inheritance,  andH;o  be  transferred 
by  sale. 

Mr.  B.  expressed  an  earnest  belief  that  he 
had  made  oat  a  clear  right  to  the  relief  which 
^e  bill  contempkted.  He  believed  that  almost 
the  whole  of  the  claims  embraced  in  it — he 
wonld  not  say  every  one,  for  he  woald  not 
commit  himself  upon  a  declaration  beyond  his 
knowledge — bat  he  believed  that  the  body  of 
the  claims  were  valid,  and  such  as  woald  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  authorities  with- 
oat  delay,  and  without  expense.  The  United 
States,  successor  as  well  to  the  duties  as  to  the 
rights  of  Spain,  was  bound  to  do  the  same 
thing.  Eighteen  years  had  elapsed  once  this 
duty  had  accrued ;  eleven  since  Oongress 
pledged  herself  to  decide  them ;  four  since  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  had  reported 
the  same  bilL  in  principle,  which  is  now  under 
discussion;  fifty  days  since  the  bill  had  laid 
upon  our  tables,  and  no  decision  yet.  ^^  Hope, 
deferred,"  said  Mr.  B.,  ^^maketh  the  heart 
sick ; "  and  if  the  decision  of  these  claims  is  de- 
ferred much  longer,  the  hearts  of  these  daim- 
ants  must  be  "sick  unto  death." 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the 
ftirther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thurs- 
day next. 

Thubsday,  March  21. 
George  Shannon. 
Mr.  NoBLB  was  unwilling  to  grant  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  to  the  petitioner  in 
addition  to  a  pension  of  twelve  dollars  a  month, 
which  he  had  received  since  1818 ;  and  because 
the  men  who  accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark 
were  better  -rewardea  than  the  soldiers  who 
fought  the  battles  of  the  country.  He  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bilL  | 


Ebidat,  March  22. 
(km  nf  George  Shaamon,  one  <tf  Len%$  and 
GUvrh'e  Men,  in  tA«  ExpedUian  to  1M  Mouih 
of  the  Columbia. 

[Yesterday,  after  the  Senate  had  concluded 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business — 

Mr.  B.  M.  JomirBON,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and 
stated  that  official  duties  had  oblig^  him  to 
transact  some  business  at  the  public  offices,  and 
he  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  that  tiie 
bill  granting  to  George  Shannon  a  section  of 
land,  had  been  taken  up  in  his  absence  and  in- 
definitely postponed,  contrary  to  tiie  usual 
course  and  courtesy  of  this  body,  without  giv- 
ing an  opportunity  to  the  member  who  intro- 
duced the  proposition  to  vindicate  its  merits. 
He  had  been  charged  with  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Shannon,  who  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
Kentucky,  who  had  performed  distinguished 
services  to  his  countiy,  and  now  asked  for  a 
just  reward  for  the  personal  sacrifices  which  he 
had  made,  and  the  sufferiligs  whidi  he  had  en- 
dured, for  his  country.  Mr.  J.  said  that  Mr. 
Shannon  had  served  tiie  respectable  county  of 
Fayette  several  years  in  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky— ^that,  for  his  age,  he  was  a  promising 
and  a  distinguished  individual,  and  he  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  feelings  that  the  bill  for  his 
relief  should  be  diBpos^  of  while  he  had  been 
attending  to  official  duties  elsewhere — that  Mr. 
Shannon  was  a  high-minded,  honorable  man, 
and  had  been  urged^  by  his  friends,  to  present 
to  the  National  Legislature  his  just  ckdms  for 
consideration — that,  independent  of  his  sacri- 
fices and  sufferings,  his  liberal  disposition,  and 
his  patriotic  devotion  to  his  countiy.  had  kept 
him  in  indigent  circumstances,  witn  a  large 
growing  family  to  provide  for.  Mr.  J.  hopcra, 
under  these  circumstances,  that  tiie  Innate 
would  reconsider  the  question,  and  place  it  in 
statu  quo,  that  he  might,  on  a  proper  ocoadon, 
present  his  views  to  l£e  Senate. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  reconsideration,  and 
carried,  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  upon  the 
table.] 


MosDAY,  March  25. 
Indian  Factory  Syetem.* 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  to  abolish  the  United  States  trading  es- 
tablishment with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  opening  the  trade  to  licensed  indlTid- 
uals,''  the  question  being  on  agredng  to  oertain 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Bbnton  to  the  bill 
when  it  was  under  consideration  on  Thond^ 
last ;  which  in  substance  provide  for  abolishing 
and  bringing  to  a  close  the  concerns  of  the 


*  It  ugly  b«  wen  to  remind  the  reader  ihet,  up  to  tkia 
Ume,  tbe  Untted  States  kept  up  trading  eetabUeluncBti  hf 
flMtora,  ae  well  aa  a  apeelea  of  dlplonwtlo  Interownae  by 
agents.  The  former  were  aboUshed  hy  the  act  of  tbb  aao* 
sLon;  the  Utter  oontinnes. 


DEBATES  OP  CONOKESS. 


181 


liABGB,  lg82.] 


/fid£afi  Fitdory  8ydmL 


[Sesa 


present  trading  establishment,  hj  personB  to  be 
speciallj  appointed  to  that  duty  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  instead  of  the  present 
saperintendent  and  factors,  as  proposed  by  the 
bill ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  take  the  winding 
up  of  affairs  of  the  establishment  oat  of  the 
hands  of  the  present  offioers. 

Mr.  Bknton,  of  MissoorL  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  said,  that  the  &ctory  system  grew 
oat  of  a  national  calamity,  and  had  been  one 
itsell  It  grew  oat  of  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay^s  treaty — that  article  which  gave  the  Brit- 
ish the  right  to  navigate  the  Misaissippi,  and  to 
trade  widi  Lidians  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States;  privileges  to  which  we  have 
been  chiefly  indebted  for  oar  snbseqnent  Indian 
wars.  The  statesmen  of  that  day  had  their  eye 
to  this  oonseqaence,  and  undertook  to  avert,  by 
policy,  the  danger  which  they  had  incurred  by 
treaty.  Trade,  they  knew,  governed  all  people, 
civilized  or  barbarian.  They  had  recourse  to 
trade,  therefore,  to  gain  tiie  good  will  of  the 
Indiuis,  and  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
Briti^.  They  apprehended  that  private  traders 
had  not  capital  or  strength  to  accomplish  these 
objects,  and  national  trading  houses  were  re- 
solved upon.  The  factory  system  was  estab- 
lished^ and  went  into  operation  simoltaneously 
with  the  surrender  of  the  Western  posts — ^the 
Bonuner  of  1796. 

The  capital  first  invested  was  $160,000,  and 
the  annual  sum  of  $8,000  was  appropriated  for 
the  pay  of  the  saperintendent  and  factors. 
These  sums  were  afterwards  increased  by  sue- 
oesnve  acts  of  Oongress,  the  former  to  $300,000 
and  the  latter  to  $19,250 ;  in  the  whole  about 
$600,000  has  been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  on 
diese  accounts. 

The  act  of  1811  locates  the  factories.  They 
are  to  be  on  the  frontiers — in  the  Indian  coun- 
try— on  either  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  prescribes  the  terms  of  sales.  The  trade 
is  to  be  liberal — ^the  prices  to  be  so  regulated  as 
to  save  the  capital  from  diminution. 

It  defines  me  duties  of  the  superintendent. 
He  is  to  purchase  and  transmit  to  the  factories 
an  the  goods  intended  for  the  Indian  trade — ^to 
adl  the  furs  and  peltries  received  fisom  them  at 
different  places  in  the  United  States  at  public 
snction,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them  as  may  be 
most  advantageous  to  the  United  States.  He  is 
to  render  quarterly  returns  of  his  purchases  and 
aaks,  to  the  Treasury  Department— to  give 
bond  in  $20,000  with  securities,  conditioned 
for  the  taithfhl  discharge  of  his  duties,  takes  an 
oath  to  discharge  these  duties  fkithftilly,  and  is 
not  to  engage  in  private  trade. 

It  defines  the  duties  of  the  factors.  They  are 
to  receive  the  goods  sent  them  by  the  superin- 
tendent, and  dispose  of  them  in  trade  widi  the 
Indian  nations — to  settle  their  accounts  quarter- 
ly at  the  Treasary — ^to  give  bond  and  security, 
oondltioned  for  the  fiiithfcd  discharge  of  their 
dntaee — to  take  an  oath  to  discharge  them 
friildiiUy,  and  are  not  to  engage  in  private 
tnde. 


Under  this  act,  nine  factories  are  now  in  oper- 
ation, to  wit :  one  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
one  on  the  Red  River,  beyond  the  Mississippi) 
one  on  the  Arkansas,  two  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, two  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  two 
on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  B.  admitted  that  these  factories  were  lo- 
cated as  directed  by  the  act ;  they  were  all  in 
the  West,  and  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  or 
convenient  to  it. 

He  would  now  look  to  the  practical  operation 
of  this  system.  He  would  examine,  first,  the 
conduct  of  the  Superintendent  in  purohafflug 
goods.  Second,  the  conduct  of  the  factors  in 
selline  them.  Third,  the  conduct  of  the  super- 
intendent in  selling  the  fiirs  and  peltries  re- 
ceived from  the  factors. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  undertake  to  show 
that,  in  the  discharge  of  each  of  these  duties, 
great  abuses  had  been  committed.  He  might 
be  tedious  to  the  Senate,  but  he  would  not  be 
difiuse.  The  subject  required  precision,  and  he 
would  observe  it  He  would  be  precise  in  the 
allegation  of  misconduct,  and  equally  so  in  the 
appHcation  of  the  proofl  He  would  use  no 
proof  which  had  not  the  moral  force  of  judicial 
testimony.  He  would  limit  himself  to  two 
kinds;  First,  the  written  statements  of  Msjors 
John  Biddle,  OTallon,  and  Bell,  and  Mr.  R. 
Orooks ;  the  first  three  Indian  agents^  the  latter 
a  for  trader;  the  whole  known  to  him,  and 
known  to  be  gentlemen  of  truth  and  honor. 
Their  statements  were  given  verbally  to  the 
Indian  Committee,  in  the  presence  of  the  Super- 
intendent, subject  to  his  cross  examination: 
afterwards  reduced  to  writing  by  themselves, 
and  again  subjected  to  the  examination  and 
remarks  of  the  Superintendent  Second,  the 
written  statements  of  the  Superintendent  him- 
self^ ftimished  upon  interrogatories  submitted  by 
the  committee.  The  whole  printed  by  order 
of  the  Senate,  and  now  lying  on  the  tables  of 
the  members. 

On  the  first  head,  the  conduct  of  the  Superin- 
tendent in  purchasing  goods.  Three  distinct 
descriptions  of  abuse  are  alleged  against  him : 
Ist  In  purchasing  goods  not  adapted  to  the  In- 
dian trade.  2d.  In  purchasing  goods  of  bad 
quality.  8d.  In  purchasing  at  improper  places, 
and  at  extravagant  prices. 

In  support  of  the  first  specification,  Mr.  B. 
read  from  the  printed  exhibit  marked  A,  fhr- 
nished  by  the  Superintendent  himself^  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions  and  quantities  of  goods, 
purchased  at  (Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  transmitted  to  the  factories  in  the  year 
1820. 

U7  yards  of  silk  for 

286  yards  of  vestings  for 

816  yards  cords  and  vdvets  for 

50  pieces  Nankins  for  - 

20  pieces  Leno  muslin  for 

24  yards  of  cambric  for 

88  Iba  tea  (qaality  not  stated)  for 
216  pair  of  stockings  for 
8  gross  of  JewshazpB  for 


. 

$116  61 

- 

240  41 

. 

210  14 

. 

58  00 

. 

50  00 

. 

7  60 

88  00 

. 

79  68 

• 

80  16 
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Mr.  B.  stopped  at  this  last  item  to  make  a  re- 
mark. Except  this,  all  that  he  had  read,  was 
too  evidently  nnsaited  to  the  Indian  trade,  to 
need  the  slightest  illastration ;  hat  this  eight 
gross  of  Jewsharps  might  admit  of  a  question. 
He  had  not  seen  them  enumerated  among  arti- 
cles of  Indian  commerce  in  Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
Eenzie's  history  of  the  for  trade,  nor  could  he 
perceive  in  what  manner  they  could  he  used 
efficaciously  in  expelling  British  traders  from 
ti^e  Northwestern  Territories.  But  the  present 
Superintendent  had  superadded  some  ohjects  of 
a  (uffevent  character ;  schemes  for  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  heads  and  hearts  of  the  Indians ; 
to  improve  their  moral  and  intellectual  Acui- 
ties ;  to  draw  them  from  the  savage  and  hunt- 
er state,  and  induct  them  into  the  innocent 
pursuits  of  civilized  life.  In  the  execution  of 
these  schemes,  the  Jewsharps  might  have  their 
use.    They  are  a  musical  instrument,  and 

"  Htiflio  hath  chanuB  to  soothe  the  savage  heart" 

It  bad  heen  related  of  a  musician  of  old,  that 
he  even  tamed  wild  heasts,  and  bent  down  the 
tops  of  treea  and  drew  a  woman  out  of  hell,  by 
the  potent  onarms  of  music.  In  modem  times 
it  had  also  been  said, 

"  He  that  hath  not  mnsic  in  his  soul, 
Is  fit  for  treason,  stratagem,  and  spoiL" 

Mr.  B.  said  that  these  instruments  did  not)  in 
his  opinion, 

'*  Disoonrse  vexy  excellent  mnoc ; " 

but  that  was  an  affair  of  taste,  and,  "  DegwU- 
hu»  non  eat  diaputandum." 

They  were  certainly  an  innocent  instrument, 
and  on  that  account  had  been  spared  where 
better  had  been  oondenmed.  He  alluded  to  an 
ordinance  of  the  dty  of  Hartford,  during  the 
late  war,  against  drums  and  fifes,  and  which, 
as  he  had  been  told,  contained  express  excep- 
tion in  £ftvor  of  the  Jewsharp. 

They  were  innocent,  and  on  that  account 

gredsely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Super- 
itendent,  in  reclaiming  the  savage  from  the 
hunter  state.  The  first  state  after  that^  in  the 
road  to  refined  lifO)  is  the  pastoral,  and  without 
music  the  tawney-oolored  Corydons  and  the 
red-skinned  Amaryllises,  "'recubana  tub  Ug- 
mine  fagij^^  upon  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi,  could  make  no  progress  in  the  de- 
lightful business  of  love  ana  sentiment.  Even 
if  the  factories  should  be  abolished,  these  harps 
might  not  be  lost.  They  might  be  ^'hung 
upon  the  willows,"  and  .^lolus,  as  he  passes  by, 
might  discourse  upon  them  melancholy  strains, 
^  soft  and  sad,''  adapted  to  the  vicissitudes  of 
human  affairs,  the  death  of  the  factories,  and 
the  loss  of  that  innocent  age  they  were  intend- 
ed  to  introduce. 
Mr.  B.  resumed  the  reading  of  the  exhibit 

And  other  articles  adapted  to  a  common  coun- 
try store,  but  unknown  to  the  Indian  trade. 
Ho  said  this  proved  that  articles  of  an  im- 


proper kind  were  purchased  for  the  fiictoriea  in 
the  year  1820;  he  would  now  prove  that  it 
was  an  old  business,  regularly  followed  vp. 
He  read  from  the  printed  document. 

Major  (TFaUoiva  Statement — "  About  four 
years  since,  when  I  was  stationed  at  Prairie  da 
Ohien,  the  factor  received  what  was  called  sol- 
dier or  citizen  goods,  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  none  of  which  was  intended 
for  the  Indian  trade;  and  it  was  said,  and 
generally  believed,  to  be  a  private  concern.*' — 
FageH. 

Mr.  B.  then  tamed  to  the  copies  of  ^ye  or 
six  accounts,  also  printed,  and  fhrnished  by  Mr. 
0.  as  a  part  of  his  statement,  showing  that  the 
fl&ctor  at  Prairie  dn  Ohien  had  sold  every  arti- 
cle above  mentioned,  and  a  great  many  others^ 
to  the  white  peonle  of  that  ^ace;  among 
others,  to  Dixon,  iBrisbois,  and  Rolette,  all  of 
whom  stand  publicly  charged  with  carrying 
arms  against  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
at  the  head  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  head  of  mis- 
conduct in  the  Superintendent,  that  of  purchas- 
ing ffoods  of  bad  quality.  He  read  from  Migor 
Bidme's  statement :  ^^The  quality  of  the  goods 
in  the  factory  at  Green  Bay  is  generally  bad; 
the  blankets,  and  other  articles  of  wool,  par* 
ticularly  so." — Page  \,-—An»wer  to  ueond  guet- 
tion, 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  read  from  the  printed 
documents  to  show  the  bad  quality  of  the  goods 
sent  to  the  factories. 

Major  G*FalUm^$  Statement — ^^'I  have  seen 
in  factories,  goods,  evidently  the  remnants  of 
old  stores ;  and  a  few  years  eince,  I  received 
firom  General  Clark,  who  was  then  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis^  a  few 
goods  for  Indian  presents,  (furnished  nim  by 
the  factory  department,)  the  most  of  which  was 
of  such  inferior  quality,  that  I  was  ashamed  to 
offer  them  to  the  Indians,  and  have  them  sdll 
on  hand." — Page  8. 

Major  BeWs  Statement — '*In  the  oourse  of 
the  expedition,  I  was  at  a  Cherokee  settlement 
on  the  Arkansas ;  at  the  house  of  Webber  there 
was  a  store,  and  a  number  of  Indians  making 
considerable  purchases;  inquired  of  them  why 
they  did  not  trade  at  the  United  States  facAorj 
not  far  distant,  and  the  reply  was,  that  they 
could  procure  all  the  articles  they  wanted  at 
this  store,  at  a  less  price,  and  of  a  better  quality 
than  at  tibe  factory,  and  were  allowed  the  same 
prices  for  their  furs  and  peltries." — Page  9. 

Mr,  Oroohe^e  Statement — ^^  Blankets  and  other 
dry  goods  (in  the  factories  of  the  Northwest) 
generally,  have  been  uniformly  twenty-five  to 
fifty  per  cent,  inferior  to  the  corresponding 
articles  supplied  by  individual  adventurers. 
And  the  factor  at  Chicago  is  also  of  cminion 
that  remnants,  or  cut  pieces  of  goods,  do  not 
answer  quite  so  well  as  if  they  had  never  beoi 
unfolded  or  subjected  to  retail  operations  before 
they  reached  him." — Page  10. 

Mr.  B.  conceived  that  this  evidence  was  suf- 
ficient to  convict  the  Superintendent  of  sending 
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goods  of  inferior  and  bad  quality  to  the  facto- 
lieflL  He  went  on  to  the  third  point :  purchas- 
ing goods  at  improper  places,  and  at  extrava- 
gant prices.  To  show  this,  he  had  recourse  to 
the  exhibit  of  purchases  for  the  year  1820,  fur- 
nished by  the  buperinteodent,  as  before  stated. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seyenty-six 
pounds  shot  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
pound,  one  hundred  and  five  dollars ;  bought  at 
Georgetown,  District  of  Oolumbia,  and  sent  to 
the  western  factories. 

This  was  either  British  or  American  shot; 
the  firiends  of  the  Superintendent  might  take 
hold  of  which  horn  of  tne  dilemma  they  pleased : 
in  either  case  the  purchase  was  a  scandalous 
abuse.  Shot  was  made  in  any  quantity  at  Her- 
eulaneum,  thirty  mUes  below  St  Louis,  at  about 
two  cents  above  the  price  of  lead,  which  was 
five  cents  a  pound  in  the  year  1820,  and  of  a 
quality  so  superior  to  the  English,  that  it  read- 
uj  commanded  a  cent  more  in  the  pound  in  l^e 
llew  Orleans  market.  At  Herculaneum  there 
were  towers,  not  made  by  the  hands  of  man, 
but  of  perpendicular  rock,  from  one  to  three 
hundred  feet  high,  on  the  margin  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, from  the  top  of  which  the  melted  lead 
was  poured,  and  taken  up  in  shot  at  the  water^s 
edge,  and  conveyed  in  boats  wheresoever  it  was 
wanted.  He  said  it  was  from  this  place  that 
the  western  fitctories  should  have  been  supplied. 
It  would  have  cost  but  little  more  than  half  the 
Georgetown  price,  and  saved  the  cost  of  car- 
riage across  the  mountains.  But  it  was  the 
^ptem  of  these  times  to  make  the  West  pur- 
diase  from  the  East.  Daring  the  late  war,  Mr. 
B.,  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  United  States 
Army,  had  received  in  NashvUle,  Tennessee,  a 
oonsi^ment  of  tent-poles  and  wooden  mallets, 
from  Philadelphia.  The  English  had  a  proverb, 
^  Garry  coals  to  Newcastle ;"  the  Spaniards  had 
another,  ^  Garry  water  to  the  sea."  The  Amer- 
icans may  have  theirs  also,  "  Garry  wood  to 
Tennessee.^'  |^  Garry  lead  to  Missouri,''  said  a 
Senator.]  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  say  "  lead." 
The  word  in  the  document  was  ''shot,"  and  he 
might  be  met  with  a  contradiction  if  he  used 
one  for  the  other,  the  two  articles  being  so  ut- 
terly distinct,  that  their  names  could  not  be 
composed  of  any  letter  used  in  spelling  the 
otiier. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  document  an  ac- 
ooont  of  axes,  spades^  corn-hoes,  drawing- 
knives,  nailS)  frying-pans,  saddles,  bridles,  can- 
dle-wick, spurs,  gun-locks,  saws,  bed-cords, 
tools,  curtain  and  finger  rings,  shoes,  kettles, 
tin  pans,  tin  cups,  crockery  wares,  sad  irons, 
horse  and  cow  bells,  chisels,  augers,  locks, 
19,000  yards  domestic  cottons,  &c.,  bought  at 
Georgetown,  at  hish  prices,  from  a  select  few, 
whose  names  regularly  recurred  on  every  page^ 
when  the  greater  part  of  the  same  articles  coola 
have  been  piu'chased  at  Pittsburg  for  less  price, 
and  entire  saving  of  the  land  carriage. 

He  spoke  next  to  this  item  of  the  carriage. 

The  Superintendent,  in  answer  to  an  inter- 
xogatcxy,  stated  the  minimum  cost  frx>m  George- 


town to  St  Louis  at  four  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound ;  the  maximum,  at  nine  cents.  St.  Louis 
was  taken  as  a  central  point  on  the  MLsslssippi, 
where  a  transport  agent  was  stationed,  and 
warehouses  kept  for  the  reception  of  goods, 
fturs,  &C.,.  on  their  transit,  and  through  which  a 
moiety,  perhaps,  of  the  whole  quantity  ipnually 


Mr.  B.  was  constridned  to  believe  that  the 
carriage  of  these  goods  had  cost  more  than  the 
sum  stated.    His  belief  was  founded,  not  upon 
the  document  now  furnished  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, but  upon  one  furnished  by  him  at  the 
last  session  of  Gongress,  and  bound  up  in  volume 
eleven  of  the  State  papers.  No.  47. 

He  opened  the  book,  and  showed  an  exhibit : 
One   colunrn    contained   a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  merchandise  sent  by  the  Superin- 
tendent to  the  factories,  from  the  year  1811 
to  the  year  1820,  amounting  to     -  |466,874 
The  next  column  showed  titie  cost  of 

transporting  the  same,  amounting  to    1 10,548 
The  next  column  showed  the  contin- 
gencies attending  this  transporta- 
tion, (the  particulars  not  stated,) 
amounting  to.    .......      20,728 

From  this  document,  it  w6uld  seem  that 
nearly  one-third  of  the  viUue  of  the  goods  was 
consumed  in  getting  them  carried  to  the  places 
of  salel  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  he  was 
tiring  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  be 
minute  and  particular.  The  question  was  to 
abolish  a  system  conceived  by  eminent  states- 
men for  valuable  purposes,  which  had  stood  for 
twenty-seven  years;  and  which  question,  in  its 
progress,  involves  the  conduct  of  respectable 
men,  not  as  an  object,  but  as  a  consequence  of 
the  inquiry. 

Havincr  finished  the  examination  of  the  Su- 
perintendent's purchases,  the  next  inquiry  was 
into  the  conduct  of  the  factors,  in  making  their 
sales.  In  performing  this  duty,  they  were 
bound  to  sell  to  the  Indians — to  sell  on  liberal 
terms — ^to  sell  so  as  to  save  the  ori^nal  stock 
from  being  diminished.  On  each  pomt  it  is  in- 
sisted  that  the  law  has  been  constantly  and 
openly  violated.  On  the  first  point  M%jor  Bid* 
die  says,  ^^My  impression  has  always  been,  that 
the  factories  were  as  open  to  every  applicant  as 
any  other  store,  having  seen  various  persona 
purohaong  small  articles  there.  An  outfit  of 
goods  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Erwin,  factor  at 
Green  Bay,  to  William  Morrill,  who  was  li- 
censed by  me  in  September  last,  to  trade  on  the 
Fox  River."— p.  1. 

Mi^or  O'Fallon  says.  '^  I  know  very  well  that 
they  (the  factors)  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sell- 
ing to  officers,  soldiers,  and  citizens  and  in  fiact 
to  any  body,  without  reserve.  Mr.  Johnson, 
factor  at  Prairie  du  Ghien,  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  equipping  traders  without  license,  and 
sending  them  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  on 
htmting  excursions,  unrestrained;  and  did,  in 
one  instance,  furnish  goods  to  a  Ganadian,  who 
was  an  experienced  trader,  but  at  that  time 
oonmdcored  a  most  exceptionable  character,  from 
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the  circmnstanoe  of  his  having  borne  arms 
against  ns  by  the  side  of  the  Indians,  during 
the  late  war." — ^p.  7. 

Mr.  Orooks  says,  ^^  It  is  within  my  knowledge 
that  goods  have  been  sold  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  far  trade,  by  the  United  States  fisustories 
at  Fort  Osage,  Fort  Edwards,  Prairie  dn  Ghien, 
Chicago,  and  Green  Bay,  more  particularly  at 
the  f^t,  third,  and  last  of  the  places  mentioned. 
And  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  is  the 
constant  practice  of  all  the  factors  to  sell  the 
goods  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  posts 
where  they  are  located,  and  generally  to  the 
white  and  mixed  population  around  them." 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  the  next  point,  the  rate  at 
which  these  goods  were  sold. 

Migor  Biddle  says,  ''  that  he,  as  agent  of  the 
United  States,  paid  50  per  cent." — p.  1. 

M^jor  OTalton  says,  "that  he  and  others 
paid  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  npon  the  St.  Louis 
prices." — p.  7. 

Mr,  Orooks  saysj  "they  were  regulated  by  no 
rule.  Their  rates  were  oaprioious,  governed  by 
the  competition,  higher  or  lower,  as  that  was 
far  off  or  near  at  hand,  weak  or  vigorous."  (p. 
12.)  He  gives  many  copies  of  accounts^  signed 
by  factors,  in  which  66f  were  regularly  charged 
on  wholesale  operations;  the  retail  much  high- 
er. Ladies'  morocco  shoes  sold  at  %1  60,  which 
the  Superintendent  says  cost  76  and  87^  cents^ 
being  an  advance  of  about  100  per  cent.  Tea, 
the  quality  and  first  cost  not  stated,  but  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  as  that  sent  in  1820,  to 
wit,  $1  a  pound ;  the  Mr  price  of  which,  at  the 
factory,  could  not  have  exceeded  $1  124  cents, 
yet  sold  there  for  $8  60  and  $4  a  ponnd,  being 
an  advance  of  800  or  400  per  cent.  Powder 
sold  at  80  cents  a  pound,  which  must  have  cost 
about  25  cents;  advance,  more  than  200  per 
cent. 

Before  quitting  the  conduct  of  the  Motors, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  was  bound,  in  justice,  to  say,  and 
he  said  it  the  more  readily,  because  they  were 
not  here  to  speak  for  themselves,  that,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  had  re- 
marked upon  their  conduct  in  selling  the  Grov- 
ernment  goods  at  such  high  prices,  and  to 
bthers  than  Indians,  excusing  some  things,  ad- 
mitting some,  being  silent  as  to  some,  that  the 
factors  appear  to  have  acted  on  these  points 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  their 
principal. 

Mr.  B.,  in  pursuing  the  operations  of  the  £eic- 
tory  system,  came  back  to  the  Superintendent, 
and  examined  his  conduct  in  the  last  scene  of 
his  duties^— that  of  selling  the  furs  and  peltries 
received  from  the  factors.  In  doing  this,  the 
act  of  Oongress  made  it  his  duty  to  sell  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  the  United  States,  to  seU  at 
auction,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  these  articles 
as  might  be  most  advantageous  for  the  United 
States. 

In  execution  of  this  law,  the  sales  had  been 
principally  at  Georgetown,  perhaps  the  last 
place  in  America  that  any  man  would  think  of 
for  a  fai  market ;  and  many  had  been  made  at 


private  contract,  which  could  hardly  be  consid- 
ered as  the  most  advantageous  way  of  conduct* 
ing  the  sales  for  the  public.  And  the  event 
proved  the  fact ;  for  the  prices  obtained  were 
below  the  market  price. 

Mr.  B.  examined  the  sales  of  beaver  and  of 
deer  skins,  made  by  the  Superintendent  in  182 1, 
Of  the  first,  the  whole  quantity  received  was 
1,108  pounds,  and  sold  for  $2,115  02— a  fraction 
less  than  $2  a  pound.  The  current  price  was 
$8  fCt  St.  Louis.  The  proportion  of  Southern 
beaver  must  have  been  great  to  instify  so  low 
an  average  as  |2.  Of  deer  skins,  124,082 
pounds  were  received,  and  sold  for  $24,074  90 
— a  fraction  less  than  twenty  cents  a  pound. 
The  current  price  at  St.  Louis  was  thirty-three 
cents,  and  nothing  but  an  excessive  proportion 
of  bad  skins  could  have  reduced  the  average  of 
the  Superintendent's  salea  to  so  low  a  rate. 

A  private  sale  of  deer  skins  within  the  pres- 
ent year,  (1822,)  toKorckhaus,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  the  amount  of  near  $20,000,  was  also  shown, 
in  which  the  average  price  was  equally  low, 
though  a  credit  of  three  and  five  montLs  was 
given.  And  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Astoria 
agent  in  New  York,  complaining  of  this  private 
sale,  in  which  he  had  no  chance  to  bid. 

liow  as  was  the  average  of  the  beaver  and 
deer  skins  sold  in  1821,  that  price  is  still  to  be 
charged  with  transportation  and  contingencies, 
whidi  must  be  deducted  before  the  clear  gain 
could  be  counted.    No  data  for  this  calculation 
is  fumi^ed  in  the  sales  of  the  last  year;  but^ 
by  having  recourse  to  the  exhibit  furnished  by 
the  Superintendent  in  1820,  to  be  seen  in  vol- 
ume eleven  of  the  State  papers  of  that  year,  it 
may  be  ascertained  how  much  these  items  have 
amounted  to  on  other  sales  of  the  same  artidee. 
The  whole  amount  of  furs  and  pel- 
tries sold  by  the  Superintendent, 
from  1805  to  1809,  was  -    -    -    -  $474,007 
The  transportation  of  the  same,  for 
the  same  period,  to  New  Orleans 
and  Georgetown,  where   all   the 
sales  were  made,  was  -    -    .    -    .    159,348 
The  contingent  expenses  of  the  same, 
for  the  same  period,  were    -    -    -      89,390 

Put  these  two  items  together,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  mere  expense  of  getting  the  pub- 
lic furs  and  peltries  from  the  factories  to  the 
places  of  selHng  Uiem,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
sale,  was  near  50  per  cent,  upon  the  total  value 
of  the  articles  sold  I 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  must  now  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  another  point,  which  implicated 
the  Superintendent  in  the  double  culpability  of 
practising  an  imposition  upon  the  Indians  and 
a  speculation  upon  the  Government  To  fed 
the  force  of  the  £Eicts  as  they  were  disclosed,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  recollect  that  the  factory 
goods  were  the  property  of  the  Government, 
and  the  factors  nothing  but  trustees  in  the  pay 
of  the  public,  and  having  no  interest  in  the 
goods. 

Mc^or  Biddle'B  Statement.^''  In  the  bills  for 
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articles  bought  by  me,  (of  the  Green  Bay  fao- 
tor.)  a»  off^U,  the  original  price  is  stated,  to 
which  50  per  cent  is  added.  I  have  said  that 
the  qnalitj  was  bad.  Convinced  of  this,  and  of 
the  high  pricey  I  sent  to  the  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican For  Oompany,  at  HCackinac,  for  a  small  in- 
v<noe  of  goods,  to  the  amount  of  the  money  left 
in  my  hands  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
agency.  And  I  hare  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  they  formed  a  more  acceptable  present  to 
the  Indians  than  doable  the  snm  paia  for  them 
would  have  procured  from  the  £BK>tory." — 
pp.  4,  5. 

Major  CPFaOon'^  Statement.---^  I  do  not  re- 
collect to  have  been  ihmished  with  any  thing 
by  the  factories  on  account  of  Government 
But  they  have  sometimes  furnished  other  Indian 
agents  with  annuities  and  Indian  presents ;  and 
a  few  years  since,  when  they  were  permitted  to 
act  in  the  capacity  of  sub-Indian  agents,  they 
gave  presents  out  of  the  factory  goods  them- 
selves, which  were  charged  to  and  paid  by  the 
Indian  department.  A  few  years  since,  I  re- 
ceived from  General  Olark,  then  Superintendent 
of  Indian  AfQairs  at  St  Loui^  a  few  goods  for 
Indian  presents,  (furnished  him  by  the  factory 
deportment,)  the  most  of  which  was  of  su(m 
inferior  quality  that  I  was  ashamed  to  offer 
them  to  the  Indians,  and  have  them  still  on 
hand." — ^pp.  7,  8. 

Mr.  B.  returned  agiun  to  the  last  document 
It  showed  the  total  expenditure  in  the  In^n 
Department  for  the  year  1818,  to  have  been 
$559,367  47,  of  which  one  item  had  been  stated; 
another  was  $120,250  for  presents  in  money  to 
Indiana. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  amount  of  business 
done  by  the  factories.  He  took  the  year  1821, 
and  the  exhibit  of  the  Superintendent,  showinff 
the  total  amount  of  furs  and  peltries  received 
fit>m  each  &ctor,  and  the  amount  for  which 
they  were  sold. 

1.  Green  Bay. — Sent  nothing^  and  no  ex- 


8.  Red  Biver. — Sent  nothing^  fiustor  dead. 

8.  Marais  des  Oygnesi — Sent  nothing,  just 
established. 

4.  Fort  Edwards. — Does  something  better; 
sends  $44  worth  of  beeswax. 

6.  Chicago.— Does  better  still ;  sends  $829  98 
worth  of  mink,  raccoon,  and  muskrat  skins. 

6.  Osage.— Better  still ;  sends  $1,566  64 
worth  of  skins,  being  $444  less  than  the  salary 
pud  by  the  United  States  to  the  flEustor  and  sub- 
fiustor  for  their  personal  attention  to  this  im- 
portant concern. 

The  other  three,  Prairie  du  Ohien,  Ohoctaw, 
and  Arkansas,  sent  between  them  to  the  amount 
of  about  $30,000.  The  whole  making  a  miser- 
able display  upon  the  large  capital  invested,  and 
the  annual  salaries  of  $19,250,  paid  the  Super- 
intendent and  his  subordinates  from  the  Treas- 
oiy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  siud  that  he  had  now  shown  to  the 
Senate,  by  unimpeachable  testimony,  the  con- 
tinned  and  enormous  abuses  which  had  been 


practised  by  the  fiactories.  He  would  now  ask 
for  the  benefits  resulting  from  them. 

Had  it  expelled  the  British  traders  from  the 
Northern  and  Western  Territories?  On  the 
contrary,  they  had  remained  there  till  the  late 
war,  and  might  have  been  there  yet  if  the  treaty 
at  Ghent  had  revived  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty.       « 

Did  they  keep  the  Indians  at  peace  ?  So  far 
from  it  that  Fort  Wayne,  Ohioago,  and  Madi- 
son, (the  sites  of  factories,)  were  the  first  objects 
of  attack  and  pillage  in  the  late  war. 

Do  they  create  respect  and  attachment  for 
the  American  Government  in  the  bosoms  of  tiie 
Indians?  See  Major  (PFaXUnCe  Btatement, — 
^  The  fEictory  system  has  no  good  effect  in  con- 
ciliating the  good  will  of  the  Indians  towards 
us;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  calculated  to  g^ve 
them  unfavorable  impressions,  and  alienate 
them  from  us,  by  exhibiting  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  the  light  of  a  common 
trader."— p.  8. 

Do  they  prevent  the  Indians  from  now  going 
to  the  British  for  presents  ?  Mr,  Groohe^B  Btate- 
ment BhowB  the  contrary. — ^Fort  Maiden  and 
Drummond's  Island  is  the  annual  resort  of  In- 
dians, who  go  by  the  factories  to  receive  pres- 
ents, even  at  this  day. 

Do  they  protect  Indians  from  the  extortions 
of  traders  ?  So  far  from  it,  they  are  themselves 
the  greatest  extortioners,  selliag  the  meanest 
goods  for  the  highest  prices. 

Have  they  reclaimed  the  Indians  from  savage 
habits,  and  converted  them  to  Christianity? 
listen  to  the  evidence :  Major  Of  Fallon. — "  In 
reclaiming  them  (the  Indians)  from  savage 
habits,  and  converting  them  to  Christianity, 
these  establishments  have  the  same  effect  as  in- 
dividual traders." — ^p.  8. 

JI/r.O<?oito'«.— "Little  as  I  value  the  factory 
system,  considered  as  a  means  of  attaching  the 
Indians  to  the  United  States,  I  do  think  they 
are,  if  possible,  still  less  capable  of  producing 
religious  reformation  'either  in  the  Indians  or 
anybodv  else.  The  factories  have  now  degen- 
erated into  mere  places  of  trade,  to  which  all 
colors,  descriptions,  and  denominations  of  people 
resort  for  barter,  and  bear  a  much  more  striking 
resemblance  to  common  country  stores,  than  to 
the  public  establishment  of  a  benevolent  Gov- 
ernment The  desperate  efforts  which  the  fac- 
tors make  to  secure  individually  their  reputa- 
tions as  traders,  and  jointly  to  prop  the  ques- 
tionable pecuniary  credit  of  the  whole  system, 
are,  in  my  opinion,  but  little  favorable  to  that 
serenity  of  mind,  mildness  of  disposition,  and 
imdeviating  conformity  to  a  strictly  moral  de- 
portment, which  we,  in  civilized  society,  con- 
sider essential  qualities  in  those  we  trust  as  our 
guides  "  to  another  and  a  better  world."  Even 
we  value  example  as  high  as  precept;  with 
savages  the  former  is  most  likely  to  be  effica- 
cious. And  believing  these  gentlemen  (factors) 
to  be  equally  fallible  with  the  generality  of  their 
brethren  in  trade,  I  should  imagine  they  were 
selected  by  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade 
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more  for  their  trafficking  than  apostolic  abilities, 
as  the  head  of  that  department  is  too  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  natnre  of  missions  among 
a  rade  people,  to  have  appointed  the  present 
inoambents  to  teach  repentance  and  remission 
of  ans  to  the  children  of  the  wilderness." — 
p.  16. 

Yet  this  system  is  vannted  for  its  moral  and 
religious  innnence  npon  the  heads  and  the 
hearts  of  the  Indians,  and  many  good  dtizens 
of  the  United  States  have  been  so  far  imposed 
npon  as  to  send  petitions  here,  praying  its  con- 
tinnance,  and  an  increase  of  its  capital  on  that 
account — ^petitions,  which  it  is  believed  were 
made  here,  and  sent  out  to  be  signed,  and 
brought  back  in  time  to  help  this  precious  sys- 
tem to  stand  the  shock  of  the  present  attack. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  it  was  now  ftilly  shown 
to  the  Senate,  by  unimpeachable  testimony,  that 
the  factory  system  was  worse  than  useless ;  that 
ever^  public  consideration  required  it  to  he  im- 
mediately abolished,  the  accounts  of  all  con- 
cerned to  be  settled  up  and  closed ;  the  capital 
jto  be  returned  to  the  public  Treasury,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  found  ;*  the  salaries  of  all  its  offi- 
cers to  be  stopped,  and  an  exhibit  of  its  profit 
or  loss  to  be  shown  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  amendment  offered  by  him  was 
intended  to  accomplish  these  purposes,  and, 
with  that  view,  was  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  replied  at  some 
length,  to  show  the  grounds  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  had  reported  the  bill 
submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  subject  was  then  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  26. 
Indian  Factory  Syttem. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  conitideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  Indian  trade. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  continued,  at 


*  None  oonld  b«  foand;  tat  the  bill  was  peased,  and  the 
wmoern  placed  in  other  banda,  to  be  dosed  and  settled  np ; 
and  thus  the  glowing  representatlona  which  the  Bnperin- 
tendent  (Mr.  Thomaa  L.  MoKinney)  had  been  ao  long 
making  to  Oongreas,  were  men  romance,  and  deoeptiona  in- 
yentions.  It  was  one  of  the  instances  of  the  extreme  dlffl- 
eoltf  of  getting  rid  of  anj  Government  establishment,  no 
matter  how  vioions,  after  it  once  takes  root  and  has  created 
an  interest  for  itself  It  then  becomes  a  9il-fut^^  sluggish, 
deep-seated  sore,  insensible  to  either  pooltioe  or  plaster,  and 
only  amenable  to  the  knife  and  the  actual  cantexy.  So  of 
this  Indian  trading  establishment  It  was  commenced  as  an 
experiment,  and  for  the  limited  term  of  three  years,  nnder 
Washington's  administration,  and  for  the  double  purpose  of 
supplying  the  Indians  with  suitable  goods,  at  cost  and  car- 
riage, and  to  wean  them  off  from  the  British  traders^-then 
controlling  them  through  their  trade  In  all  the  Northwest 
Instead  of  terminating  at  the  end  of  three  years,  when  it 
waa  already  seen  that  the  experiment  was  a  Ihilnre,  the 
•fltabUshment  waa  continued  thirty  years  I  and  then  only 
terminated  by  the  moat  determined  efforts. 


some  length,  the  speech  he  yesterday  com- 
menced in  support  of  the  bill,  and  against  the 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Bsnton. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  BxNTON,  concerning  the  official  conduct  of 
the  agents  employed  in  conduetinff  the  system, 
said  uiat  it  was  not  on  the  ground  that  any  of 
those  agents  had  abused  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  A&ira 
had  reported  the  bill.  It  was  other  considerar 
tions  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  oommittee, 
made  it  expedient  to  abolish  the  factory  system, 
and  to  provide  more  effectively  for  opening 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians  by  li- 
censed traders.  He  had  examined  with  atten- 
tion, he  said,  the  documents  connected  with 
the  subject,  and  to  which  the  gentieman  from 
Missouri  had  referred,  and  could  perceive  in 
them  nothing  which  showed  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  trade,  or  that  the  fiictoni,  or 
agents,  had  not  futhfully  discharged  their  duty ; 
that,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  he  believed 
them  all  to  be  honest,  correct  men.  He  said 
that  he  had  but  a  sliffht  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  Superintendent^  but  the  character  oi 
that  gentieman  here,  for  integrity,  stands  high, 
and  that,  from  the  best  information  he  oould 
obtain,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Superin- 
tendent had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
ability,  and  perhaps  as  well  as  any  other  man 
could  have  performed  them. 

It  is  said  by  the  honorable  gentieman  from 
Missouri,  that  great  abuses  had  been  committed 
by  the  Superintendent  in  purchasing  goods  of 
bad  quality,  and  not  adapted  to  the  Indian 
trade;  in  making  the  purchases  at  improper 
places,  and  at  extravagant  prices;  and  in  the 
manner  of  selling  the  furs  and  peltries  received 
from  the  fjEictors.  Mr.  J.  said  that  some  of  the 
gentiemen  who  were  examined  before  the  com- 
mittee, seemed  lo  think  that  such  abuses  had 
been  committed.  But,  from  an  examination  of 
all  the  documents  laid  before  the  committee, 
and  from  other  information  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Superintend- 
ent had  performed  his  duty  with  the  utmost 
zeal  and  integrity.  With  respect,  he  said,  to 
the  quality  of  the  goods  purchased  for  the  fac- 
tories, there  seemed  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Superintendent,  dated  in  August,  1816,  says: 
^^I  have  been  much  gratified  to  find  the  goods 
sent  here  for  the  Indians  are  well  selected ;  per- 
fect justice  has  been  done.  I  am  informed  by 
persons  in  the  Indian  Department^  that  such  a 
selection  was  never  sent  to  this  country.  In 
fact,  I  cannot  conceive  that  they  could  be  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  objects  to  which  thev  are  sent." 
He  said  that  the  Uctor  at  Fort  Osage,  also^ 
speaks  favorably  of  the  goods  sent  to  him.  It 
is  probable,  he  remarked,  that  some  of  the  goods 
alluded  to  by  the  gentiemen  who  were  examined 
before  the  committee,  were  remnants  of  the 
old  stock  on  hand.  He  was  informed  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  goods  now  in  the  factories, 
had  been  purehased  about  the  dose  of  the  late 
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r  with  England,  when  goods  were  exorhitaiit, 
and  difficnlt  to  he  had  at  any  price.  He  he- 
liered,  at  that  period,  that  the  price  of  mer- 
ohandise  was  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per 
cei^  higher  than  twelve  months*  subsequent 
thereto.  As  to  the  places  at  which  the  goods 
had  been  purchased,  he  considered  a  matter  of 
no  ccttsequence,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
eonld  have  been  obtained  on  better  terms  at 
any  other  place.  Nor  does  it  appear,  he  oh- 
serred,  that  the  furs  and  peltries  received  of  the 
&ctorSy  oonld  have  been  disposed  of  to  more 
advantage.  The  act  of  1811  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Soperintendent,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  should  pre- 
aerihe,  to  cause  the  fura  and  peltry,  and  other 
articles  acquired  in  trade  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions, to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the 
United  States. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
oondnct  of  the  Superintendent  and  factors,  in 
relation  to  the  different  subjec)»  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had  commented, 
might  be  satisfactorily  explained,  without  im- 
plicating the  character  of  any  of  them.  These 
gentlemen,  he  remarked,  had  no  personal  in- 
terest whatever  in  the  Indian  trade ;  they  were 
ahaohitely  prohibited  from  being,  in  any  man- 
ner, personally  concerned  in  carrjing  it  on. 
They  act,  he  said,  under  the  obligations  of  an 
oath,  and  have  given  bond,  with  security,  for 
the  fiuthful  p^ormance  of  their  duty.  They 
act^  too,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  are  compelled  to  render  an  acc6unt, 
quarter-yearly,  of  all  money,  goods^  and  other 
property,  which  come  into  their  hands,  or  for 
which  tiiey  ought  to  account  Thus,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  the  Superintendent  and  factors 
have  acted  under  high  responsibilities,  and  that 
the  Government  has  had  every  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  and 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  any  of  them  had 
vkdated  their  duty,  they  would  have  been  re- 
moved firom  office. 

Mr.  LowBix,  of  Pennsylvania  said  that,  for 
several  years  he  had  been  seeking  information 
on  the  factory  system,  that  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined the  voluminous  documents  the  Senate 
had  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  subject.  He 
had  come  to  the  fbll  conviction  that  the  factory 
system  had  not  answered  the  purpose  intended 
by  its  establishment.  This  conviction,  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  L.,  has  not  been  produced  in  my 
mind  by  the  reasons  which  seem  to  operate 
with  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  /Mr.  Bei^- 
Tov.)  His  remarks  go  more  to  show  the  abuses 
of  the  system,  and,  indeed,  frauds  of  the  Super- 
intendent and  factors,  than  to  any  defect  in 
the  system  itself.  My  view  of  the  subject  is 
the  reverse  of  this.  I  think  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  show  that  all  the  transactions,  so 
aUy  commented  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
aoori,  (Mr.  Bbntok,)  could  have  happened  m 


the  absence  of  every  thing  involving  fraud  or 
official  misconduct  on  the  part  of  these  officers. 
They  are  not  here  to  answer  for  or  defend  them- 
selves, and  the  evidence  before  us  is  not  suffi- 
cient, in  my  judgment,  to  condemn  them. 
Placed  in  these  circumstances,  their  former  good 
characters  ought  to  ^  for  something.  The 
factors  are  first  nommated  by  the  President, 
and  then  have  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  this  body. 
I  do  not  know  any  of  them  personally,  and  with 
the  Superintendent  my  acquaintance  is  not  of 
long  standing.  The  official  intercourse  I  had 
witih  him,  during  two  years  that  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affbirs,  gave 
me  a  good  opportunity  .of  knowing  him.  It  is 
but  iustice  to  him  to  state,  that  I  consider  him 
an  able  and  a  &ithfu]  officer,  and,  what  is  of  as 
much  esteem  with  me,  an  honest  and  an  upright 
man. 

My  objection  to  the  continuance  of  this  trade 
goes  against  the  system  itself.  In  the  first 
place,  tiie  capital  is  entirely  inadeouate  for  the 
object.  On  this  point  I  have  not  aata  to  speak 
with  precision,  bnt^  to  supply  the  whole  of  the 
Indian  trade,  1  apprehend  that  ten  times  the 
amount  now  invested  would  be  necessary.  This 
alone  would  be  conclusive  against  the  system. 
The  present  capital  is  found  difficult  to  manage. 
The  Indian  border,  where  this  trade  is  carried 
on,  extends  over  several  thousand  miles.  In 
such  an  extended  market,  the  purchase  of  arti- 
cles suitable  for  the  wants^  real  or  imaginary, 
the  wishes  and  the  caprices  of  the  various 
tribes ;  the  transportation,  caro,  and  sale  of  the 
furs  and  peltries,  involve  such  a  complication 
of  circumstances,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  conduct  the  concern  to  advan- 
tage. All  these  difficulties  exist  with  the  pres- 
ent investment,  and  all  these  difficulties  would 
increase  with  the  enlargement  of  the  capital. 
Nothing  but  individual  enterprise,  individual 
industry  and  attention,  is  equal  to  such  a  busi- 
ness. Indeed,  I  dislike  the  idea  of  this  Govern- 
ment becoming  a  trader,  and  coming,  as  they 
must  come,  in  competition  with  private  traders. 
This  Government,  like  the  Government  of 
every  free  country,  requires  a  great  deal  of 
machinery  to  keep  it  in  motion.  Let  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  be  limited  to  those  objects 
which  must  be  attended  to.  Leave  the  Indian 
trade  to  individuals.  K  it  wants  regulations, 
let  those  regulations  be  made.  The  wisdom  of 
Congress  is  certainly  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 
I  never  knew  much  advantage  result  to  any 
Government  from  becoming  traders,  speculat- 
ing in  funds,  or  even  holding  bank  stock.  In 
every  competition,  individual  interest  is  always 
too  sharp-sighted,  where  the  Gk)vemment  is  a 
party. 

Still,  if  I  believed  this  trade  to  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  these  poor  Indians,  no  consideration 
of  loss,  on  our  part,  would  induce  me  to  with- 
draw it  from  them.  But  advantage  to  them, 
while  you  supply  so  small  a  part  of  their  trade, 
is  out  of  the  question.  Open  a  trade,  under 
proper  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  the  In- 
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dians  will  be  better  sapplied,  and  on  better 
terras.  Competition,  the  great  regulator  of  the 
trading  commanity,  wiil,  of  itself,  be  foond  suf- 
ficient. 

As  to  the  detail  of  the  bill,  I  prefer  the  sec- 
tions reported  by  the  committee.  I  think  the 
factors  should  be  permitted  to  close  this  busi- 
ness, and,  to  prevent  loss,  a  reasoDable  time 
should  be  allowed.  Either  plan,  however,  will 
answer  the  purpose.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find 
such  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  in  the  Senate  on 
the  propriety  of  witlidrawing  these  establish- 
ments. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 


WEbNESDAT,  March  27. 
Indian  Trade, 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish 
the  present  establishment  of  Indian  trade,  and 
to  provide  for  opening  tiiat  trade  to  licensed 
individuals—the  amendments  ofiered  by  Mr. 
Benton  (going  principally  to  discontinue  the 
establishment  in  June,  1822,  instead  of  1828 ; 
to  take  the  settlement  of  its  afiairs  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  present  officers,  and  to  confine  the 
present  bill  to  that  abolition  simply)  being  the 
question  still  pending. 

Mr.  BuGGLES  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  some  former  observations  of  Mr.  Benton, 
and  in  support  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Lankan  also  submitted  his  reasons  for 
preferring  the  bill  as  it  was,  to  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Vast  Btjben  spoke  at  some  length  to 
show  that  the  objections  urged  against  uie  ex- 
isting establishment  of  Indian  trade,  applied 
more  to  the  organization  of  the  system  t£an  to 
the  system  itself;  and  to  show  that,  if  it  were 
proper  to  abolish  it,  Uie  winding  up  of  its  con- 
cerns ought  to  be  confided  to  the  present  offi- 
cers, as  proposed  by  the  bill,  rather  than  to 
other  persons,  as  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ments, &o, 

Mr.  LowBiB  also  added  some  remarks  to  the 
same  effect  j 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  those  gentlemen  who 
had  adverted  to  his  remarks,  and  advocated,  at 
considerable  length,  not  only  the  course  he  had 
proposed  to  adopt  on  this  subject,  but  the  rea- 
sons and  facts  he  had  urged  in  its  support,  many 
of  which  he  repeated  and  enforced. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louidana,  replied  to  Mr. 
Benton  also  at  considerable  length,  and  sup- 
ported the  bill  against  the  objections  made 
to  it. 

Mr.  Van  Buben  subjoined  some  further  re- 
marks against  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Maoon  spoke  against  any  system  of  Gov- 
ernment trade  with  the  Indians,  as  unprofitable 
to  the  nation,  inexpedient,  and  every  way  more 
objectionable  than  a  well-regulated  system  of 
licensed  private  trade — contending  that  the 
Government  could  not  attend  to  all  uie  minutiffi 


of  Indian  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  all  die 
affairs  of  Europe,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  dl 
the  af^s  of  South  .Ajnerica,  which  were  now 
taken  in  hand.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  EiNG,  of  Alabama,  had  no  objectioii  to 
discontinuing  the  factory  system,  though  it  had 
been  productive  of  much  good ;  but  he  wished 
at  the  same  time  to  substitute  some  other  more 
eligible,  such  as  the  bill  provided,  and  spoke 
against  the  amendment  for  this,  and  also  for  the 
reason  that  it  would  not  leave  time  enougih  to 
wind  up  the  concerns  of  the  system,  if  directed 
to  be  done  by  June  next 

Mr.  Benton,  then,  after  observing  that  some 
time  had  elapsed  since  the  amendment  was  first 
offered,  stated  that  he  would  modify  the  propo- 
sition by  adding,  after  the  first  of  June,  1822, 
the  words,  "  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  can  conve- 
nientiy  be  done." 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thubsdat,  March  28. 
Indian  Trade. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  the  establishment 
of  Indian  trade  and  to  provide  for  opening  that 
trade  to  private  individuals — the  amendments 
offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Benton  still  pending. 

Mr.  Smith  delivered  the  reasons^  at  confflder- 
able  length,  which  influenced  him  to  fiftvor  the 
amendments  in  preference  to  the  original  bfll. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Ohio,  made  some  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  amendment ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Bkhton^b 
amendments,  and  they  were  agreed  to— ayea 
17,  noes  11. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
that  the  different  objects  which  it  embraoea, 
viz :  the  abolition  of  the  present  system — the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  private  trade^  &o., 
might  be  reported  in  separate  bills. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  subject, 
in  which  Messrs.  Otis,  Benton,  Talbot,  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  Ruooles,  Lowbik,  and  Lah- 
HAN,  took  part ;  and,  before  taking  any  qnea* 
tion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  March  29. 
Indian  Trade, 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  discontinue  the  Indian  trade 
system,  and  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to 
individuals  under  certain  regulations. 

Mr.  Benton  withdrew  the  motion  which  he 
made  yesterday  to  recommit  the  bill  with  cer- 
tain instructions ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  moved 
to  strike  out  all  those  sections  which  proposed 
to  establish  a  system  of  private  trade,  by  license, 
under  the  management  of  a  principal  Super- 
intendent to  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Govemment| 
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and  aaaistant  soperintendent  to  reside  at  St. 
Lonia,  in  MisaonrL  The  effect  of  tiiis  motion 
was  to  limit  the  present  bill  to  a  simple  aboli- 
tlon  and  settlement  of  the  concerns  of  the  pres- 
ent ^ctory  system. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  with- 
out debate  or  objection,  and  carried ;  and  the 
lull,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  April  1. 
MoMon  Bouge^B  Claim. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  permit  a  judicial  inves- 
tigation and  decision  of  the  claim  of  the  Mar- 
qajs  de  Maison  Rouge,  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Loniaana,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  then, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  introdncing  an  amendment. 
to  compel  the  District  Attorney  to  take  an  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  should  the  decision  be 
adverse  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Eaton  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  BsowN,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  the  amendment  was  im- 
neoessary,  inasmuch  as  the  District  Attorney 
would  certainly  deem  it  his  duty  to  prosecute 
an  appeal,  should  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the 
complainant;  that  the  claim  was  one  of  too 
great  magnitude  and  of  too  much  importance 
to  presume  that  an  attorney  would  omit  to  ap- 
pe^  and  that  the  Government  might  safely 
confide  in  that  officer  to  perform  his  duty  in 
that  respect  without  any  compulsory  provision 
in  this  bilL 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
committed. 


TuiSDAT,  April  2. 
Claim  of  Beaumarehaii, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbuidsnt  ov  the  XJnitkd  Btatss  : 
TotheSeaateo/Ae  UmtedState$: 

I  tmuDnit  to  Congress  the  tranilation  of  two  let- 
ten  from  the  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stite,  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Garon  de 
Beanmarrhais  upon  thii  Government,  with  the  docn« 
meats  dierewiih  enclosed,  recommending  them  to  fbe 
fintorahLe  ooiMideration  of  Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
W^AsmsoTOsr,  March  29,  1822. 

Indicm  Jffairs, 
Mr.  Bkstok  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  OQDffideration : 


.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  rsquested  to  oommnnioate  to  the  Senate,  at  their 
next  session,  such  information  as  may  in  the  mean 
time  be  obtained,  showing  the  number  of  persons  of 
whole  or  part  Indian  blood,  detached  from  their 
tribes,  and  liTing  among  the  white  people  in  each  of 
the  States  of  Missouri,  EHnois^  and  Indiana,  and  the 
Temtozies  of  Arkansas  and  SiGchlgan ;  the  names  of 
the  heads  of  each  family,  and  the  nomber  of  their 
ddidzen,  and  whether  tiheir  father  or  mother,  and 
wltidi,  is  of  wboLt  or  part  Indian  blood ;  tiie  names 
tf  eadi  nn^  peisoa  of  the  Mme  desoi^oa  above 


the  age  of  twenfy-ona  years ;  the  state  of  education 
among  them,  the  religion  which  they  profess,  and  the 
places  of  their  residence ;  the  canses  which  have  in- 
duced them  to  quit  their  tribes  and  settle  among  the 
white  people ;  and  whether  they  have  received  dona- 
tions in  land  from  the  French  and  Spanish,  or  Ameri- 
can Governments,  and  if  any,  how  much,  from  what 
Government  received,  where  sitoated,  and  whether 
the  donee  now  possesses  it 

Besolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  canse  the  said  information  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  United  States  Indian  agents,  and 
soch  others  as  he  ihall  think  proper,  by  canang  the 
appropriate  inqniries  to  be  sddressed  to  them ;  and 
the  sabstanoe  of  their  information  to  be  digested  into 
a  report,  and  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

In  introducing  the  preceding  resolutions,  the 
mover,  Mr.  Benton,  stated  his  objects  to  be  to 
obtain  correct  information  with  respect  to  the 
description  of  persons  therein  mentioned,  with 
a  view  of  making  some  provision  to  better  their 
condition.  He  Knew  of  many  persons  in  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  description  men- 
tioned, some  of  whom  had  applied  to  him  to 
propose  a  law  to  give  them  lands,  as  had  been 
given  to  the  early  white  settlers  in  the  same 
countries.  He  had  delayed  acting  on  their  re- 
quest in  order  to  obtain  full  and  correct  infor- 
mation, to  make  it  the  basis  of  a  law  that  would 
operate  generally  in  behalf  of  all  such  persons 
now  residing  in  the  white  settlements,  and 
others  who  may  choose  to  do  the  like ;  con- 
formably to  the  idea  contained  in  the  Presi- 
dent's inaugural  address  of  the  fourth  of  March 
last. 

Mai8on  BougeU  Claim. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing a  judicial  trial  of  the  title  of  the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land ;  which  bill 
was,  at  its  third  reading,  yesterday,  recommit- 
ted to  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  incorpo- 
rating certain,  amendments. 

Some  debate  occurred  on  certain  amendments 
of  form  which  were  offered,  and,  after  adopting 
one  to  compel  the  United  States  attorney  to 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Oourt  In  case  the  deci- 
sion of  the  District  Oourt  be  in  favor  of  the 
claimant,  the  bill  was  again  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  by  yeas  and  nays— 26  to  18,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — ^Messra  Brown  of  Louisiana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Fmdlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Low- 
rie.  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Seymour, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams  oS  Tennessee. 

Nats. — ^Messra  Barboor,  Bart(»,  Boardmsn,  Brown 
of  Ohio,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Tjanman,  Macon,  Roggles,  Van  Buren,  and 
Walker. 


Thubbdat,  April  4. 
Drawback  en  Cordage, 
The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  the  ez- 
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Sort  of  cordage  manufactured  from  foreign 
emp.  *' 

Mr.  D^WoLF  remarked,  that  he  did  not  ob- 
serve the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mi\  Diok- 
bbson)  who  reported  the  bill,  in  his  seat ;  he 
therefore  took  the  liberty  to  state  to  the  Senate, 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mauu- 
factures  had  taken  the  subject-matter  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  a  drawback  on  articles 
manufactured  from  foreign  materials,  under 
consideration,  and  resolved  to  report  the  bill 
now  before  tJie  Senate,  proposing  a  drawback 
on  one  article  only — cordage  made  from  foreign 
hemp.  Mr.  D'W.  observed,  that  he  was  not  de- 
sirous of  making  speeches ;  and  having  commti- 
nicated  his  views  upon  the  subject,  on  ofibring 
the  resolution,  if  there  were  no  objections  to 
the  bill,  he  hoped  it  would  pass,  and  if  there 
were,  he  should  wish  to  hear  them. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Bbowk,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Holmes,  of  Maineu  made  some 
remarks,  questioning  the  policy  ot  the  measure 
as  it  regards  the  home  growth  of  hemp,  the 
revenue,  &o. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  then  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
considered  the  policy  of  the  measure  sound; 
that  his  opinion  was  in  unison  with  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  if  it  militated 
against  the  domestic  production  of  hemp,  he 
would  abandon  the  project.  But,  Mr.  D'W. 
said,  he  was  well  satisfied  it  would  not  have  that 
effect ;  that,  although  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  encourage  the  importation  of  hemp,  it  would 
encourage  the  exportation  of  cordage  more, 
and  the  balance  of  encouragement  was  in  favor 
of  the  home  grower  ef  hemp,  who  always 
wished  to  see  the  market  bare  of  the  article 
when  he  brought  forward  his  crop  for  sale.  He 
said  that  the  Government  depended  on  the  con- 
sumption of  imports  for  its  revenue ;  and  more 
than  this,  he  believed,  they  could  not  have. 
Congress,  said  he,  takes  special  care  to  retain 
the  duties  on  all  that  is  consumed,  as  well  by 
the  elements  (fire  and  flood)  as  by  the  people, 
which  he  took  leave  to  remark,  operated  rather 
unequally,  and  bore  hard  upon  the  importers, 
being  a  direct  tax  upon  them.  As  to  the  reve- 
nue being  injured  by  the  measure,  he  did  not 
believe  tnat  would  be  the  case  if  fairly  con- 
ffldered — all  laws  were  liable  to  abuse ;  it  would 
not  do  to  say  that  Congress  ^ould  not  legislate 
on  subjects  of  this  nature  for  that  reason.  The 
revenue  was  and  must  be  derived  from  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people,  be  it  in  what  shape  it 
may.  We  have,  said  he.  Committees  of  Ways 
and  Means,  but  I  have  never  known  them  to  do 
or  say  much  about  the  means ;  the  time.of  Con- 
gress being  oonsumed  upon  the  ways  of  collect- 
ing and  disposing  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
means  were  left  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
Mr.  D^W.  considered  that  the  industry  of  the 
people  was  the  means,  and  that  any  measures 
which  went  to  enoourage  their  industry,  must 
be  favorable  to  the  revenue;  the  growers  of 
cotton  support  the  revenue,  because  they  fumii^ 
exports,  which  gave  the  means  to  produce  im- 


ports, and  from  imports  we  collect  oor  reveniie, 
as  does  every  branch  of  industry  which  adds 
to  the  Commonwealth  give  the  means  for  reve- 
nue. The  rope  maker,  who  adds  value  to  the 
imported  raw  material,  and  thus  makes  an  arti- 
cle of  export,  adds  to  our  means  of  revenue. 

He  wished,  he  said,  that  we  were  not  so  maoh 
in  the  habit  of  classing  our  industry.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  imported  policy  to  consider  the 
different  branches  of  our  industry  as  adverse 
interests.  He  wished  we  oould  view  the  indus- 
try of  the  whole  country  as  one  interest  He 
had  taken  much  pains  to  look  into  this  snbjeet, 
i^nd  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  find  any 
branch  of  home  industry  which  would  be  liable 
to  suffer  by  the  measure  now  proposed.  He 
was  not  of  the  opinion  with  some  gentlemen, 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  flourishing;  it 
may  be  well  enough  to  say  so  to  foreign  nations, 
wi&  whom  we  have  commercial  disputes,  but 
he  did  not  believe  the  fiftct  to  be  so.  He  had 
looked  at  the  book  sent  to  Congress  by  the  8eo- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasuir,  showing  the  exports 
and  imports ;  he  found  included  in  our  exports 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  sent  out  of 
the  countrv,  which  was  about  two  and  one-half 
millions ;  aeduct  this  from  our  exports,  and  it 
leaves  them  about  the  same  as  the  imports. 
This  was  not  a  flourishing  state  of  trade ;  but 
if  it  was  a  true  state  of  it,  he  should  not  be 
much  alfM'med.  He  was  not,  he  said,  a  gloomy 
man,  nor  very  desirous  to  show  the  worst  side 
of 'a  bad  case,  but  he  had  always  thought  he 
was  not  adding  any  thing  to  his  own  estsPte,  un- 
less he  was  seUing  more  of  the  produce  of  bia 
own  industry  than  he  purchased  of  others.  He 
had  attempted  to  make  some  statement  for  his 
own  guide  in  this  business,  but  had  not  finished 
it ;  the  result,  so  far  as  he  had  gone,  led  him  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  people  of  this  couDtry 
are  indebted  to  Europe  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  items  of  debt  are  many. 
To  pay  the  interest  of  this  debt,  whether  it  be 
public  or  private,  it  must  take  a  part  of  our  ex- 
ports, say  five  millions  at  least ;  and  this,  if  paid, 
leaves  a  balance  against  us  of  that  sum,  whidh 
is  adding  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  debts 
abroad ;  and  any  gentleman  who  feels  disposed 
to  offset  this  item  against  the  freight  our  ships 
make  in  carrying  our  produce  to  market,  end 
profits  on  our  exports,  I  will  offer  him,  said  Mr. 
D'W.,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  barrels  of 
flour  now  piled  up  in  the  ports  of  Europe,  and 
the  West  Indies,  sour  and  spoiled,  on  the  hands, 
and  on  account  of  the  shippers  in  this  country. 
As  for  profits  on  our  produce  exported,  he  be- 
lieved no  well-informed  merchant  would  pre- 
tend there  were  any ;  if  we  obtain  within  tea 
per  cent  of  the  cost  it  is  considered  doing 
pretty  well ;  it  is  on  the  return  cargoes  we  de- 
pend for  our  profits,  if  we  get  any. 

The  sliipping  interest  and  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  B^W.  thought  important  to  the  nation. 
Spanish  America,  said  he,  is  now  offering  a 
trade  to  the  world,  and  our  competitors,  the 
British,  are  eager  to  engross  it;  we  have  not 
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the  Tnanofaotoied  articles  with  which  to  sapply 
thAt  eoaotry,  nor  the  mannfaotories  to  consume 
their  raw  materials ;  but  we  have  ships,  seamen, 
and  enterprise,  and  some  capital,  (although  not 
00  much  as  Great  Britain,)  and  we  can  come  in 
for  a  share  of  this  trade,  if  the  Oovemment 
wiU  grant  the  same  aid  to  enable  us  to  compete 
with  itieuL  England  allows  drawbacks  on 
cordage  to  amount  of  duties,  both  on  the  hemp 
and  tar ;  they  obtain  their  hemp  from  Russia, 
the  same  country  which  supplies  us.  We  have 
the  machinery  and  art  for  making  cordage,  in 
as  great  perfection  as  the  British,  or  any  other 
European  nution,  and  our  people  are  as  cwable 
and  industrious ;  but  unless  we  get  the  draw- 
hackSf  we  must  give  up  that  branch  of  trade. 
The  measure  now  proposed  will  employ  some 
shipping  to  bring  the  hemp  for  making  cordage 
to  export,  and  as  far  as  this  goes,  creates  con- 
sumption of  the  article  in  our  own  country,  and 
of  course  directly  adds  to  the  revenue.  We 
shall  go  to  Europe  and  obtiun  manufactures  for 
the  Spanish  American  markets,  and  carry 
thither  the  raw  materials  of  that  countrv,  to 
such  ports  as  may  admit  us ;  but  the  merchant 
who  finds  the  manufactured  articles  needed  in 
his  own  country.  And  a  market  at  home  for  his 
retam  cargo,  must  have  great  advantages  over 
him  who  has  to  look  to  foreign  countries  for 
both.  Henoe^  if  it  be  any  object  with  Govern- 
ment to  aid  commerce,  he  could  see  no  way  to 
do  it  better  than  by  this  measure,  as  far  as  it 
went.  Mr.  D^W.  asked  if  the  drawback  on  re- 
fined sugar  injured  the  market  for  the  grower 
of  the  raw  sugar  in  Louisiana?  He  thought 
he  must  be  answered  in  .the  negative — and,  if  it 
did  not,  how  would  the  drawback  on  cordage 
injure  the  market  for  the  grower  of  hemp? 
The  imported  hemp  having  paid  the  duties,  is 
naturalized,  is  domesticated,  and  made  harm- 
leas  ;  it  is  domestic  hemp,  making  one  common 
stock  with  the  home-grown  article;  and  he 
contended  it  made  no  difference  to  the  revenue 
whether  the  cordage  exported  and  obtaining  a 
drawback,  was  made  of  the  imported  or  the 
home-grown,  hemp — he  said  it  made  no  differ- 
ence to  the  revenue ;  you  have,  said  he,  a  com- 
mon stock  of  the  imported  and  home  growth, 
and  if  it  be  more  than  the  consumption  of  your 
country,  yon  may  as  well  allow  the  surplus  to 
be  exported  in  cordage,  by  giving  back  tlie  du- 
ties oQ  the  hemp,  so  lar  as  it  has  any  effect  on 
your  revenues,  as  to  have  it  laying  over,  to  be 
ia  the  way  of  your  new  importations,  and  your 
sew  crop  of  home  growth.  He  did  not  advance 
these  ideas  in  regard  to  the  revenue,  as  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  satisfy 
those  gentl^en  who  feared  the  revenue  would 
be  ii\i ored  by  it.  When,  however,  said  he,  your 
home  growth  shall  be  equal,  oc  exoeed  your 
conaomption,  and  you  find  the  drawback  on 
cordage  equal  to,  or  exceeding  the  duties  on  the 
imported  hemp,  then,  to  be  sure,  it  may  be  time 
to  think' of  refusing  or  reducing  the  drawback, 
videsB  it  should  be  your  policy  to  consider  it  as 
a  boanty  on  the  home  grower  of  hemp,  and 


allow  it  for  that  purpose.  Hemp  is  an  nrtide 
which  cannot  be  exported  in  its  raw  state,  there 
being  no  market,  unless  carried  back  to  Europe 
from  where  it  came. 

Mr.  D'W.  said  he  hoped  for  an  opportunity 
of  giving  some  further  views  on  the  bill,  should 
its  polity  be  further  questioned. 

Mr.  Talbot  contended  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  import  hemp  from  Russia, 
manufacture  it  here,  and  then  compete  with 
Russia  in  the  sale  of  the  artide  in  the  foreign 
market ;  that  this  bill  would  produce  no  good 
effect,  but  that,  if  it  should  have  any  practical 
operation,  it  would  be  one  detrimental  to  the 
revenue ;  that  at  present  Russia  hemp  was  pre- 
ferred in  foreign-  markets,  from  its  superior 
beauty,  &c.,  and,  instead  of  discouraging  the 
home  product,  it  ought  to  be  promoted,  and  the 
duty  on  foreigfn  hemp  increased.  He  concluded 
by  moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Thursday 
next,  to  wait  the  progress  of  a  bill  in  the  other 
House,  and  to  allow  time  for  examining  the 
present  proposition  with  some  attention. 

Mr.  MoRBiLL  confessed  that,  if  he  believed 
die  effects  predicted  by  Mr.  D'Wolf  from  this 
measure  would  result  from  it,  he  would  readily 
vote  for  it;  but  he  was  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  believed  that  it  would  discourage  the  pro- 
duction of  domestic  hemp,  and  therefore  be  in- 
jurious to  the  agricultural  interest,  &c. 

Mr.  Otis  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  an 
earlier  consideration  of  this  bill  than  Thursday 
next ;  and  expressed  his  opinion  in  concurrence 
with  the  views  offered  in  its  favor  by  Mr. 
D'WoLF,  which  views  he  conceived  to  possess 
much  weight,  and  to  be  entitled  to  consider- 
ation. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  to  Monday  next^ 
the  motion  having  been  varied  to  that  day. 

Fbibay,  April  5. 
Ship-huUAmg  and  Na/oy  Ywrda—theiT  Cost  and 

ExpenuB^  andperwnalJBstaiblishment  ofM&n^ 

Officers^  and  Workpeople. 

Hie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  Mr.  Holmxs  of  the  2d  instant,  for 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  certain  information 
relative  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  same  having  beien  modified,  were  agreed  to, 
as  follows : 

Ruolv€d^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commanicate  to  the  Senate  the  ex- 
penses of  boilding  each  vessel  of  war  bnilt  at  each 
navy  yard  or  other  place  in  the  United  States,  an- 
thorifed  by  the  act  of  the  2d  January,  1818,  and  the 
acts  si^plementary  thereto ;  distinguishing,  in  each 
vessel  so  built,  the  expenses  of  timber,  iron,  copper, 
cordage,  hemp,  doth,  and  other  materials ;  the 
amount  paid  to  agents  or  superintendents,  specifying 
their  names ;  the  amount  paid  for  labor,  particular- 
izing the  sums  paid  to  carpentex]i,  mast  makers,  bout 
builders,  block  makers,  blacksmiths,  armorers,  caulk- 
ers, gun-carriage  makers,  sawyers,  sail  makers,  and 
riggers,  and  other  laborers. 

JUmAved^  That  the  PresidBnt  of  the  United  States 
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be  requested  to  oommitnicate  to  the  Senate  the 
names,  number,  and  grade  of  tibe  officers,  and  the 
number  of  men,  belonging  to  the  Navy,  employed  in 
and  attached  to  each  navy  yard  and  each  naval  sta^ 
tion  in  the  United  States,  with  the  services  each  has 
performed,  and  the  compensation  each  has  received 
in  pay,  rations,  and  other  emoluments,  during  the 
two  last  years  ending  on  the  first  of  Januaiy  last, 
including  the  value  of  the  benefit  to  any  officers  for 
the  use  or  improvement  of  any  public  property. 

Jietolvedf  That  the  infonnatioin  requued  by  the 
above  resolutions  be  furnished  to  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Belitf  of  Land  FureJuuen. 

The  Senate  took  xm  the  bill  sapplementary 
to  the  act  of  last  eession,  "for  the  relief  of  the 
pnrohasers  of  public  lands,"  (to  extend  the 
time  to  September,  1822,  in  which  the  pur- 
chasers may  avail  themselyes  of  the  provisions 
of  that  act.) 

Hr.  Thomas  ezpluned  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  Land  Oommittee  to. report  this  bill, 
and  the  considerations  which  rendered  its  pas- 
sage reasonable  and  proper. 

Mr.  Ohandlbr  ofiTered  a  few  remarks  adverse 
to  the  policy  of  le^^dating  any  further  on  this 
subject 

Messrs.  Bbown,  of  Ohio,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Babton,  and  Walkbb,  severally  advo- 
cated the  justice  and  expediency  of  uiis  bill, 
urging  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed,  after 
the  passage  of  the  late  act,  for  the  purcnasers 
to  make  the  necessarv  application  to  the  land 
offices,  the  injustice  oi  excluding  a  great  portion 
of  them,  who  were  actually  unable  to  make  ap- 
plication in  time,  after  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions and  forms  reached  the  different  land 
offices,  in  preparing  and  forwarding  which 
much  of  the  time  allowed  by  the  act  was  con- 
sumed, and  leaving  very  little  for  a  compliance 
with  the  law,  by  wose  for  whose  relief  it  was 
intended,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  who 
wished  gentlemen  to  have  time  to  compare  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  with  those  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next 


Monday,  April  8. 
Georgia  Claims. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliott,  sundry  authentic 
letters  between  the  Governors  of  Gheorgia  and 
the  War  Department,  with  others  from  various 
persons,  in  relation  to  Indian  depredations  on 
Georgia  in  the  years  1792, 1793,  and  1794^  com- 
municated by  tiie  Governor  of  Georgia  to  the 
Senators  from  that  State,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiurs. 


Tctsdat,  April  9. 

Drawback  en  Cordage, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

bill  to  allow  drawback  on  cordage  manufactured 

from  foreign  hemp,  and,  without  further  debate, 


the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative— yeas  ll,  nays  17. 
So  the  bill  was  r^ected. 

WXDNISDAT,  April  10. 

John  J.  C  OUfM. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
John  J.  C.  Oldfield,  of  Baltunore.  [The  peti- 
tioner was  the  innocent  purchaser  of  two  drafts, 
issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Paymaster  General,  in  favor  of  two  widows 
for  pensions,  which  drafts,  it  was  afterwards 
found,  were  issued  on  the  authority  of  fitiudu- 
lent  certificates  and  papers,  forged  for  the  pur* 
pose,  and  that  the  pretended  endorsement  of 
these  widows  on  the  drafts  were  forged,  lb*. 
Oldfield,  the  purchaser  of  these  drafts,  prays 
that  the  Gh>vemment  will  pay  them.] 

Mr.  Eaton,  deeming  the  claim  on  the  Gk>v- 
emment  an  equitable  one,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  so  as  to  give  it  a  duuracter  favorable  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  supported  his 
motion  with  a  number  of  remarks.  Messrs. 
Babton  and  Yan  Dtxx,  (members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Chums,}  opposed  this  motion,  and 
spoke  to  show  that  there  was  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  kw  or  equity, 
to  allow  the  chum.  Mr.  Llotd  argued  to  show 
that  the  claim  was  a  fur  one,  and  ought  to  be 
paid.  Mr.  Eaton  added  further  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  daim.  Messrs.  Lankan  and  Rod- 
NBT  replied  to  Mr.  E.,  and  advocated  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  After  some  further  de- 
bate^ which  Messrs.  Llotd,  D^Wolf,  Eaton, 
and  Y  AN  Dyke,  took  part,  die  motion  to  re> 
verse  the  report  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision, and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Ebidat,  April  12. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comxiiittee  on  Commeiee  and 
Mannfaotures  be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  giving  the  assent  of  Conjness  to  an  act  of 
die  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  inoorporate  a  company  entitled  the  Roa- 
noke Inlet  Compax^rt**  and  for  other  piiipQee& 

Monday,  April  15. 
Georgia  MiUtia  Claima, 

Mr.  Eluott,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  oidered 
to  be  printed : 

The  Militaxy  Committee,  to  whom  was  relemd 
the  resolution  instmctinff  them  to  inqmre  into  tiie 
expediency  of  providing  tor  the  final  se&ement  of  the 
mlHtUi  daime  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  for  lerrioea 
rendered  onder  orders  of  the  Preadent  of  the  Uidted 
States,  during  the  years  1792,  1798,  and  1794,  re- 
port: 

That,  in  the  exanunation  of  this  salgect^  snndiy 
authentic  letters  and  other  documents  were  submit- 
ted to  their  inspection ;  among  which,  the  following, 
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lieing  deemed  tlie  most  materia],  aie  here  so  arranged 
and  candensed  as  to  present  to  the  Senate,  with  &e 
least  possible  detail,  the  merits  of  the  ease,  tix  : 

A  letter  from  the  Goyemor  of  Georgia  to  the  Seo- 
letaiy  of  War,  dated  22d  of  Maj,  1792,  commnni- 
eatii]^  to  the  department  official  information  of  the 
hostile  di^msition  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
as  manifested  in  the  mnrders  which  thej  had  just 
committed,  and  the  houses  they  had  destroyed  by 
fire.  After  stating  these  fhcts,  the  GoTemor  pro- 
ceeds :  **  When  yon.  matm«ly  deliberate  on  the 
present  position  ii  tlie  federal  troops,  and  contem- 
plate the  orders  to  that  effect,  you  will  doubtless 
foresee  a  series  of  complicated  difficulties  that  may 
attend  tiie  army  in  the  event  of  general  hostilities. 
The  morement  of  the  army  ooght  to  be  govenied  by 
cJicirmstanoes ;  and,  whilst  it  is  to  remain  snlrject  to 
ozders  issued  at  the  remote  distance  of  one  thousand 
miles,  I  cannot  help  fteling  for  the  situation  of  tiie 
defenceless  settlers  scattered  OTer  an  eztenslYe  fion^^ 
of  at  least  three  hundred  miles.  The  sarage  depre- 
dationa  that  have  taken  place  for  ne^r  three  years 
past  hare  been  considerably  to  the  westward  of  the 
Bock  Tending,  finom  which,  to  the  river  Ingalo^  there 
is  a  frontier  of  about  one  hundred  and  ^irty  miles 
exposed  to  Indian  ravages.  When  I  point  out  this 
as  a  defenceless  ground,  I  do  not  leave  out  of  view 
that  portion  of  the  frontier  from  the  river  St.  Mary's 
to  the  Bock  Landing;  for,  should  a  pressure  take 
place  to  the  westward,  the  Indians  Imve  sufficient 
sagadty  to  retsliats  on  tiie  settlers  on  the  lower  fron- 
tiers. From  these  considerations,  additional  ex- 
ertions towards  a  general  defence  will  be  indispen- 
aaUe." 

On  the  15di  of  June,  1792,  Migor  Biohard  McCaD, 
the  commandant  of  the  federal  troops  in  Georgia, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  the  State :  *'  I  have 
just  retnzned  from  the  Big  or  High  Shoals  of  Oconee. 
On  my  way  up,  I  found  the  settlements  breaking. 
At  diis  pardcidar  crisis  the  settlers  neglecting  their' 
crops  wSb,  of  course,  be  an  injury  to  tiie  frontiers.  I 
have,  therefoTB,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's 
permisaion,  called  into  service  some  militia.  The  re- 
ports of  Captains  Bamet  and  WilHam  Strong,  my  let- 
ter to  General  Clark,  and  my  instructions  to  the 
difierent  officers,  will  show  me    occasion   of  the 


The  Governor  of  Georgia  was  informed  by  letter 
from  Andrew  Pickens,  dated  at  Hopewell,  12th  Sep- 
tember, 1792,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  instigated 
by  Spamah  agents,  had  manifested  an  unfriendly  dis- 
postdon,  and  that  four  towns  had  actually  determined 
on  war ;  that  the  chiefr  of  the  Creek  nation  had  not 
returned  from  Pensacola,  but  were  soon  expected 
viA  a  large  supply  of  ammunition,  at  which  time  it 
a  general  war  would  commence  be- 


tween that  nation  and  the  United  States.  This  let- 
ter was  accompanied  with  one  frimi  Captain  B.  B. 
Boberta^  commanding  the  United  States  troops  at 
Fort  Matthews^  Big  Shoals  of  Oconee,  informing  the 
Governor  of  the  contents  of  a  letter  received  by  him 
fiom  Mr.  Shaw,  the  superintendent  of  the  Cherokee 
natioo,  which  induced  him  to  look  for  a  predatory 
war,  if  nothing  more  serious.  *^  The  weakness  oif 
this  post,"  continues  the  Captain,  "  although  it  is  my 
doty  to  defend  it  to  the  last,  is  such  as  to  render  its 
tenure  very  precarious ;  the  strength  of  it  only  twenty- 
four  privates  I  The  frontiers  hero  an  truly  deplora- 
ble. No  ammunition,  no  authdrity,  and  no  settied 
mode  adopted  by  Government  for  their  protection. 

VauYIL— 18 


As  I  am  on  the  spot,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not 
imagine  I  prasome  to  dictate ;  but  nally,  sir,  if  the 
militia  aro  not  called  out  immediately,  in  force,  this 
settiement  will  be  totally  broken  up^  and  droadful 
consequences  will  ensue."  To  this  letter  the  Gov- 
ernor replied  on  the  18th  of  September,  1792,  <*  that 
the  commandant  of  the  federal  foroes  had  long  since 
been  served  with  a  provisional  arrangement  of  the 
mUitia,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  ample  provisi<m 
has  been  made  by  the  Government  for  any  events 
that  have  as  yet  arisen ;  and,  in  case  emergencies 
should  reqniro  additional  aid,  to  the  one-third  of 
the  militia,  under  orders  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid 
arrangement,  thero  shall  be  no  delay  on  my  part  in 
affordmg  every  support  that  the  situation  of  the  State 
win  admit"  In  confirmation  of  this  statement, 
copies  of  general  orders  of  the  yean  1790  and  1792 
aro  found  among  the  papers  referrod  to  the  commit- 
tee for  examination.  By  these,  the  miHtia  of  the 
State  are  classed,  and  held  ready  for  active  operations 
whenever  their  services  should  be  required. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1792,  the  Governor  of 
(Seorgia  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  <^  War  of  the 
determination  of  five  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  consist* 
ing  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  warriors,  and  aided 
by  the  Upper  Creeks,  to  commence  hostilities  against 
the  United  States.  <*  But,"  adds  the  Secretary,  "  as 
Congress  is  on  the  eve  of  theb  session,  this  informa- 
tion will  be  oommnnicated  to  them.  The  constitu- 
tion having  invested  that  body  with  the  powen  of 
war,  no  offensive  operations  can  be  taken  until  they 
shall  be  pleased  to  authorize  the  same.  At  present, 
the  information  does  not  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
more  of  the  Cherokees  than  five  towns,  and  the 
Creeks  before  mentioned,  are  for  hostilities;  but 
when  the  flames  of  war  aro  lighted  up,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult effectually  to  reatoain  them  within  narrow  limits. 
If  the  information  which  you  may  receive  shall  sub* 
stantiate  clearly  any  hostile  designs  of  the  Creeks 
against  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  yon  will  be  pleased 
to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the  defence 
theroof  as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  which  the  occa- 
sion may  requiro.'*  On  the  18th  of  November,  1792, 
the  Governor  was  informed  by  Mi^or  Heniy  Gaitiier, 
of  the  federal  troops,  that,  believing  it  to  be  neces- 
sary, in  consequence  of  his  permission  to  do  so,  he 
had  called  into  service  two  additional  troops,  one 
from  Wilkes  county,  and  the  other  from  the  county 
of  Elbert 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  April,  1798,  the  Secrotaiy 
of  War  was  thus  addressed  by  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia: *'From  depositions  of  Bexnamiu  Harrison  and 
Francis  Pugh,  and  from  the  information  of  Joseph 
Dabb,  thero  is  little  expectation  of  avoidipga  general 
war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians.  Blood 
has  been  spilt  in  every  direction  on  the  extended 
frontier  of  this  State,  and  one  man  killed  in  South 
Carolina."  After  stating  the  plans  he  had  adopted  for 
temporary  defence,  he  adds:  "I  shall  foUow  this 
plan  of  operation  until  measures  be  taken  by  the 
President  for  the  better  protection  of  the  unfortonafe 
settiers  on  this  exposed  frontier.  If  I  find  the  pres- 
sure become  great,  the  opposition  must  keep  pace 
with  the  several  emergencies." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1793,  his  Excellency  again 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  that,  **  such  was  the 
havoc  and  carnage  making  by  the  savages  in  every 
direction  on  our  frontiers,  retaliation  by  open  war 
became  the  only  rosoit ;  that  the  horrid  barbarities 
recenUy  committed  (some  recitals  of  which  were  eo* 
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dosed)  had  compelled  him  to  oaosethe  additional  aid 
of  six  troops  of  horse  to  be  drawn  Into  the  service." 
On  the  30th  of  May,  1793,  the  Secretary  of  War  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  the  several  letters  which 
had  been  addressed  bj  the  Governor  to  that  Depart- 
ment, and  adds,  "  that,  from  considerations  of  policy, 
at  this  critical  period,  relative  to  foreign  powers,  and 
the  pending  treaty  with  the  Northern  Indians,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  avoid  for  the  present  offensive 
expeditions  into  the  Creek  country;  but,  from  the 
oircnmstances  of  the  late  depredations  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Geor^a,  it  is  thought  expedient  to  increase 
the  force  in  that  quarter  for  defensive  purposes.  The 
President,  therefore,  authorizes  your  Excellency  to 
call  into,  and  keep  in  service,  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar force  stationed  in  Georgia,  one  hundred  horse  and 
one  hundred  militia  foot,  to  be  employed,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gaither,  in  repelling  in- 
roads, as  circumstances  may  require.'*  After  direct- 
ing the  manner  of  forming  and  employing  this  force, 
the  Secretary' concludes  thus:  *' llie  case  of  a  seri- 
ous invasion  of  Georgia  by  laz^  bodies  of  Indians 
must  be  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution ; 
but  the  proceeding  with  efficacy  in  future  (the  ne- 
cessity of  which  appears  but  too  probable)  requires 
absolutely  that  no  unnecessary  expense  shall  be  in- 
earred  in  the  mean  time.*'  In  reply  to  the  Goyemor's 
letter  of  May  8th,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  lOth 
of  June,  says :  "  The  State  of  Georgia  being  inyaded, 
or  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures  taken 
by  your  Excellency  may  be  considered  as  indispensa- 
ble. You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger,  and 
of  its  duration,  and  w^  undoubtedly  proportion  the 
defence  to  the  exigencies.  The  President,  however, 
expresses  his  confidence,  that,  as  soon  as  the  danger 
which  has  induced  you  to  call  out  so  large  a  body  of 
troops  shall  haye  subsided,  yon  will  reduce  the  troops 
to  the  existing  state  of  things,  provided  the  safety  of 
the  frontiers  will  admit  the  measure."  After  speak- 
ing of  some  military  supplies  that  had  been  forwarded, 
1a  thus  concludes :  '*  As  a  general  and  open  Creek 
war,  in  the  present  crisis  of  European  a£Eau^  would 
be  complicated  and  of  great  magnitude,  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxiously  desirous  of  avoiding  such  an  event" 
'  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  in  case  circumstances  should  require 
you  to  call  for  aid  from  that  State." 

The  language  of  this  letter  to  the  Goyemor  of 
South  Carolina  is  strongly  expressive  of  the  Pres- 
ident's apprehensions  of  a  state  of  serious  hostilities 
with  the  Lidians.  The  Secretary  says  to  the  Qoy- 
ernor :  **The  President  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
ceived authentic  information  from  Geoi^ia  of  the 
improvoked  and  cruel  outrages  of  parties  of  Creeks 
upon  the  frontiers  of  that  State ;  and,  as  it  is  at  pres- 
ent uncertain  to  what  degree  the  evils  complained  of 
may  be  extended,  the  President  has  directed  me  to 
request  your  Excellency  that,  in  case  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia  should  be  seriously  inyaded  by  laige  bodies 
of  hostile  Indians,  you  would,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Governor  of  said  State,  direct  such  parties  of  the 
militia  of  South  Carolina  to  march  to  the  assistance 
of  Georgia  as  the  case  may  require ;  for  the  expenses 
of  which  the  United  States  will  be  responsible." 

On  the  19ih  of  July,  Captain  Constant  Freeman 
was  sent  into  Georgia,  as  agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  regulate  l£e  issues  of  public  property  to  the 
troops  who  might  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  prevent  or  remedy  any  abuses  which 
existed.   Having,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  entered 


on  the  duties  of  his  appointntent,  on  the  17th  of  Oo> 
tober,  1793,  he  directed  Major  Gaither  to  attend  to 
the  instructions  which  he  had  communicated  to 
him  from  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  the 
monthly  muster  and  inspection  of  the  milida  in  the 
service  of  th%  United  States,  promising  to  aid  the 
person  he  should  appoint  with  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions. 

On  the  19th  of  Febmaxy,  1794,  his  Excellency 
George  Matthews,  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Telfur  in 
the  Government  of  Georgia,  having  in  person  exam- 
ined the  exposed  parts  ofthe  State,  offered  a  plan  for 
its  defence  to  the  War  Department.  He  protests 
against  the  orders  which  forbid  the  militia  from  par- 
suing  the  Indians,  whose  tracks  were  stained  with  the 
blood  of  those  they  had  just  murdered,  over  a  tempo- 
rary and  artificial  line,  as  calculated  to  encourage  the 
In^ans,  and  to  deprive  the.  citizens  of  the  State  of 
the  opportunity  of  reprisal,  enjoyed  by  tiXL  nations 
uyler  such  circumstances.  This  letter  is  concluded 
with  the  following  remarks :  "  I  haye  now  to  request 
that  some  person  may  be  appointed  to  muster  the 
militia  that  now  are  or  have  been  in  service,  as  I  pre- 
sume Captain  Freeman  has  informed  you  of  Major 
Gaither*s  having  refused  to  make  the  appointment 
I  can,  sir,  with  great  smceriiy  assure  you  that,  in  the 
defence  I  may  require  for  this  State,  I  have  not  a 
wish  to  make  the  expense  one  shilling  more  than  is 
requisite ;  and  when  you  reflect  that  we  possess  a 
frontier  of  more  than  four  hundred  miles,  exposed  to 
numerous  tribes  of  hostile  Indians,  I  flatter  my  self  the 
plan  I  now  submit  will  not  be  deemed  extrayagant. 
I  haye  to  request,  if  the  arsenals  or  military  stores  of 
the  United  States  will  admit  of  it,  that  you  send  for- 
ward equipmente  for  three  or  four  hundred  horse.  I 
trust  the  President  will  not  think  this  unreasonable, 
when  it  is  taken  into  view  that  this  Steto  forms  an 
extensive  barrier,  or  rather  picket,  to  the  United 
Stetes." 

In  letters  ofthe  25th  of  March  and  14th  of  May, 
1794,  the  Secretory  of  War  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  Governor  Matthews'  letter;  assente  to  the  prx)prie- 
ty  of  his  plans,  generally,  for  defence  of  the  Steto ; 
and  sanctions  particuUurly  the  erection  of  block- 
houses throughout  the  whole  line  of  exposure,  at  the 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles  apart.  On  the  subject 
of  the  pay  of  the  militia  theretofore  employed,  the 
Secretary  observes :  "  As  to  the  number  of  militia 
kept  up  by  your  predecessor  during  the  last  year,  no 
returns  or  muster-rolls  have  been  received — of  course 
no  judgment  can  be  formed  of  their  amount ;  some 
reporte  nave  made  the  number  before  mentioned  to 
you.  When  the  returns  and  musters  shall  be  received, 
the  question  will  be  impartially  considered  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stetes,  whether,  under  alltiie 
circumstances  of  the  case,  he  can  consider  himself  as 
authorized  to  pay  them.  If  he  cannot,  (which  is 
most  probable,)  the  question  wiQ  be  submitted  to 
Congress."  In  relation  to  the  muster  and  pay-rolls, 
the  agent  of  the  War  Department,  Captain  Freeman, 
thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  Georgia  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1794 :  **  I  am  very  happy  that  yoiur  Ex- 
cellency has  ordered  the  muster  and  pay-rolls  for  the 
militia  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded ;  and  that  we  so 
perfectiy  coincide  respecting  the  nature  ofthe  service 
which  has  been  performed.  I  make  no  doubt  but 
that  all  obstacles  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  for- 
mer accounts  of  the  militia  can  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  that  in  future  regulsri^  and  oxder  iviU  be 
mtroduced." 
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On  the  subject  of  those  daimsy  Captain  Freeman, 
ID  a  leport  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  the  25th 
of  October,  1802,  after  stating  what  muster  and  pay- 
loUs  he  bad  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  and 
particnlaxlj  noticing  those  for  the  service  termed 
wunUkorized^  remarks :  '*  When  the  Aoconntant  re- 
ceived the  first  estimates,  he  required  explanations 
relative  to  these  claims,  and  aflerwards  a  certificate 
firom  the  Governor  that  the  militia  had  been  called 
into  service  for  the  defensive  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. This  requisition  I  transmitted  to  his  Excel- 
lency, who  made  a  statement  of  the  militia  services. 
I  transmitted  it  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  from  whom 
I  reoeived  a  letter  which  encouraged  the  hope  that 
those  claims  would  be  admitted  and  paid ;  and  other 
letters  afterwards  received  from  the  Accountant  con- 
firmed this  belief.  However,  firom  the  peculiar  cir- 
cmnstances  of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
upon  other  objects^  and  he  left  the  Department  before 
any  decision  took  place.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  the 
citizens  of  Georgia  neyer  thought  the  fbrce  authorized 
by  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States  adequate  to  the 
protectioa  of  the  firontiers.'' 

From  the  foregoing  exposition  of  the  papers  sub- 
mitted to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  and  the 
contents  of  others  yet  to  be  noticed,  the  following 
facts  seem  to  be  established :  That  during  the  years 
1792,  179a,  and  1794,  the  State  of  Georgia  was  al- 
most constantly  in  a  state  of  serious  alarm  and  dan- 
ger firom  Ittdiaa  hostilities,  against  which  she  was  not 
permitted  to  defend  herself,  as  was  her  obvious  policy, 
hy  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  and 
by  bnrnJDg  and  destroying  their  villages  and  crops, 
to  relieve  her  dtizens  from  the  painfd  necessity  of 
being  for  years  in  arms  upon  her  frontiers.  That 
Georgia  was  not  permitted  to  pursue  this  oourse,  be- 
cause it  was  the  duty  and  one  of  the  attributes  of  the 
Federal  Government  *'to  provide  for  the  common 
defence ;"  and  its  policy  in  tills  instance,  having  a  due 
regard  to  the  safety  of  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
the  snocess  of  pending  negotiations  with  other  Indian 
tribes,  forbade  war  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians^  That  the  President  became  at  length  se- 
rioDsly  convinced  of  the  dangerous  situation  of  the 
State,  and,  not  having  Federal  troops  at  his  disposal, 
did  on  the  27th  of  October,  1792,  invest  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  with  discretionaiy  powers  in  relation  to 
tiie  force  to  be  employed  for  tibe  safety  of  the  inhabi* 
tuts,  but  confined  his  operations  strictly  to  defensive 
BMasures.  That  the  Governor  continued  in  the  ez- 
erdse  of  this  discretionary  power  until  the  30th  May, 
when  it  was  suspended  by  a  letter  of  that  date  from 
the  Secretary  of  War ;  but  from  the  increasing  pres* 
sore  upon  every  part  of  the  frontier,  the  power  to  act 
discretionary  was  again  restored  in  the  broadest  terms 
in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  10th  of 
June,  wherein  he  says :  **  The  State  of  Georgia  beifag 
mvaded,  <ff  in  imminent  danger  thereof,  the  measures 
taken  by  your  ExcelleDGy  may  be  considered  as  indis- 
pensable. Yon  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger, 
and  of  its  doralion,  and  will  undoubtedly  proportion 
the  defence  to  the  exigencies."  So  ample  was  this 
power  thus  given  for  defensive  purposes,  that  in  its 
cxerose  the  Governor  of  Georgia  was  not  restricted 
to  the  use  of  the  means  within  the  State,  but  was  in- 
fiomed^that  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  been 
xequired,  ahonld  he  request  it,  to  order  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  that  State  to  his  asmstance.  That, 
under  this  authority,  the  Governor  of  Georgia  did  call 


out  and  place  under  the  command  of  the  Federal 
ofiScers  in  that  State,  large  bodies  of  militia,  who 
were  employed  along  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles  for  defensive  purposes,  during  the  periods 
to  which  this  inquiry  was  directed.  The  services  of 
which  troops  are  acknowledged,  and  the  estimates  of 
the  pay  claimed  by  them,  amounting  to  $129,375  66, 
are  found  in  the  documents  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  in  relation  to  which  the  then  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  Pickering,  wrote  the  agent  of  the  War 
Department  in  Georgia  in  August,  1795 :  **  The  large 
estmiate  for  services,  about  which  my  predecessor 
doubted,  I  have  looked  into,  and  will  immediately 
further  examine.  From  the  complexion  of  these 
claims,  connected  with  the  Governor's  certificate, 
which  I  received  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  23d 
of  June,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  must  be 
generally  admitted." 

And,  again,  in  a  communication  to  the  Governor 
in  September  following,  the  Secretary  of  War  assures 
him  that  "  money  for  paying  the  Georgia  militia  is 
preparing  to  be  forwarded.  No  delay  will  take  place 
that  is  avoidable.  The  post  is  on  the  point  of  start* 
ing.    I  shall  write  you  particularly  by  the  next.** 

That  the  President  did  intend  to  Intrust  the  defence 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  discretion  of  the  Gov- 
ernor IS  apparent  from  his  requiring,  as  necessary  to 
a  decision  on  these  claims,  his  Excellency's  certificate 
that  the  troops  were  called  into  service  by  him,  and 
employed  for  defensive  purposes.  That  they  were  not, 
therefore,  admitted  and  paid  by  the  Administration 
under  which  they  were  authorized,  can  be  accounted 
for  only  upon  the  groimds  suggested  by  the  agent  of 
the  War  Department,  that,  **from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  wholly  occupied 
upon  other  objects,  and  he  left  the  Department  bdTore 
and  decision'*  could  be  made. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  youroommittee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  defence  of  Georgia  was  a  neces* 
sary  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government, 
but  became  expensive  and  protracted  from  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  United  States,  which  did  not  per- 
mit 'an  invasion  of  the  Indian  territory;  that  tiie 
forces  employed  by  the  Governor  in  defensive  opera- 
tions under  the  authority  of  the  President,  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  exigencies  of  a  frontier  of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred miles,  constantly  exposed  to  the  incursions  of 
treacherous  enemies  inhabiting  the  acyacent  territory, 
and  whose  security  fix>m  pursuit  enabled  them  to 
concert  in  safety  upon  the  very  confines  of  the  State, 
theur  plans  of  robbery  and  murder ;  and,  consequently, 
the  eiqpenses  of  this  defence  are  justiy  cluugeable 
against  the  United  States.  They,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Rescivedt  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  bill  appropriating  $120,375  %Q  in  full 
discharge  of  the  militia  daims  of  Georgia. 


Fbidat,  April  19. 
General  Appropriation  Bill— Stoppage  of  Pay 

to  such  Officeri  as  may  le  Indebted  to  the 

United  States. 

The  Senate  then  resnmed,  as  in  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  appro 
priation  bill  for  the  civil  list ;  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  proposing  to  extend  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill  heretofore  passed,  the 
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provision  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  any  person  while  he  shall  appear  to  be  in  ar- 
rears to  the  United  States.  The  amendment 
to  the  provision  was  adopted  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Eaton  thought  the  proviso  in  the  bill  al- 
together inexpedient,  and  wonld  prefer  to  strike 
it  out ;  but  believing  that  would  not  be  acceded 
to,  he  should  make  no  snch  attempt,  but  be 
satisfied  with  an  endeavor  to  qualify  it.  As  it 
stood,  it  amounted  to  a  declaration  that  there 
was  no  honesty  amongst  the  public  officers  of 
this  Government — ^a  charge  he  was  unwilling 
to  make,  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  think  it 
was  deserved.  The  provision,  in  its  operation, 
would,  he  thought,  produce  much  injury ;  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  distant  service, 
might  not  be  able  to  settle  their  accounts  wil^in 
the  period  limited  by  law;  the  adduction  of 
Touchers  could  alone  remove  the  debit  resting 
against  them;  and,  until  this  was  done,  their 
saiary  or  pay  could  not  be  received  by  their 
fiunilies.  He  said  the  black  book,  as  it  was 
usually  called,  was  a  very  sufficient  argument 
against  the  provision  as  it  stood.  Last  year  the 
balances  reported  amounted  to  15  millions  of 
dollars;  and,  although  during  the  last  year  10 
millions  of  this  had  been  settled,  there  md  been 
paid  the  inconsiderable  sum  of  $80,000.  Under 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  none  of  those  charged 
as  defaulters  could  have  received  any  salary 
due  them,  although  upon  a  settlement  scaro^y 
any  thing  was  found  to  be  dae.  He  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  provisions  so  as  to  apply 
to  arrears  which  shall  ^  arise  under  any  judg- 
ment had  against  the  party;  or  where  the 
balance  is  ascertained  to  be  justly  and  equi- 
tably due." 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  and  other  amend- 
ments, which  continued  about  three  hours,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  very  brief  view : 

Mr.  Lloyd  did  not  approve  of  this  provi^on, 
because  he  suspected  the  honesty  of  any  officer 
of  the  Gk>vemment,  or  because  he  had  any  con- 
fidence that  the  statement  of  the  list  of  balances 
implied  that  the  persons  there  named  were  de- 
faulters— he  knew  its  fallacy  too  well  to  believe 
that  to  be  the  case ;  but  he  supported  this  pro* 
vision  on  the  broad  principle,  that  every  man 
indebted  to  the  people  ought  to  discharge  tliat 
debt  before  he  receives  any  more  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  for  his  services ;  and  he  argued  at 
some  length  to  enforce  the  correctness  of  the 
principle,  and  the  expediency  of  carrying  it  into 
operation.  He  would,  however,  be  wuling  to 
modify  the  provision ;  and  read  an  amendment 
which  he  intended  to  offer. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  utterly  opposed 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  £AT02fr,  as  it 
would  do  away  the  value  and  utility  of  the  pro- 
vision, and  establish  an  odious  discrimination 
amongst  the  public  debtors.  It  would  give  to 
those  who  keep  back  from  a  settlement  of  their 
accounts  a  preference  over  those  who  come  for- 
ward and  settle  promptly,  because  those  who 
settled  and  were  found  indebted  would  be  sub* 


ject  to  its  operation,  while  those  who  avoided 
settlement  would  be  exempted  from  the  provi- 
sion. He  knew  there  was  the  power  of  ooerdon 
by  suit,  but  it  had  not  heretofore  been  effectoal, 
either  from  the  neglect  of  those  who  ought  to 
prosecute,  or  the  address  of  debtors  in  warding 
it  off.  This  amendment,  he  said,  would  more- 
over give  an  improper  power  of  discrimination 
to  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government^ 
&c.  He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  tJie  provision ;  but  the  committee 
had  this  morning  agreed  to  propose  an  amendr 
ment,  which  would  go  to  embrace  those  only 
who  should  have  been  in  arrear  one  year ;  and  he 
spoke  to  show  that  this  wonld  be  a  sufficient  re- 
laxation of  the  principle.  He  would  withhold 
not  a  dollar  from  any  o^cer,  which  they  had  a 
right  to ;  but,  while  they  were  indebted  to  the 
public,  every  dollar  due  to  them  should  go  to  the 
payment  of  that  debt  As  related  to  members 
of  Congress,  there  was  no  danger  that  the  peo- 
ple wo^d  elect  men  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public  and  could  not  or  would  not  settle — they 
would  never  elect  defaulters. 

Mr.  YAiir  Buben  thought  that  the  prindple 
and  object  of  the  provision  were  oorrect;  but 
its  application  to  tne  extent  proposed  by  Mc 
Holmes  would  be  carrying  it  too  far—- this  was 
the  danger  in  the  adoption  of  all  new  principlee. 
The  adoption  of  this  provision  to  the  extent  it 
came  finna  the  other  House,  would  be  an  in- 
stanoe  in  which,  in  the  attempt  to  do  right| 
they  would  fall  into  the  error  of  doing  wrong: 
it  would  be  acting  on  the  incorrect  presumption 
that  the  Government  was  always  rights  and  the 
individuals  always  wrong,  in  their  statementa. 
He  cited  cases  in  which  men  were  apparently 
indebted  to  the  Government,  yet  who  owed 
nothing  justly — amongst  the  examples  was  that 
in  which  officers  received  during  the  war  Treas- 
ury notes  at  par — ^they  were  compelled  to  re- 
ceive them  at  par — ^and  were  obliged  to  die- 
burse  them  at  a  loss^  and  thus  became  losers 
and  apparent  debtors;  they  had  an  equitable 
claim  on  the  Grovemmentfor  the  difference,  bat 
the  accounting  officers  could  not  allow  it,  and 
the  disburong  officers  of  course  continued  to 
appear,  and  were  reported  debtors  to  the  Got- 
emment.  He  asked  if  men  standing  in  this 
predicament,  gallant  and  heroic  men,  who  had 
sustained  the  honor  of  their  oountry  in  the  honr 
of  danger,  should  be  kept  out  of  their  just  dues 
for  such  a  reason!  He  argued  at  some  length 
to  show  that,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  the 
provision  onght  to  be  modified  at  least,  if  not 
expunged  altogether,  and  spoke  to  show  that 
the  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Holmes  would 
not  remove  the  unjust  and  oppressive  operation 
of  the  provision.  He  would  prefer  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  lioyd,  but  even  then  it  would  be  a 
harsh  and  often  an  uinust  provision;  arguing 
that  the  whole  wonld  be  retroactive,  so  tiar  as 
it  applied  to  those  who  had  made  contracts  on 
the  public  faith,  and  would  have  all  the  odious 
character  of  an  ex  post  &cto  law ;  would  be 
ruinous,  &c» 
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Ifr.  SiOTH  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
daiue  as  it  came  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives — and,  if  it  were  to  he  modified,  he  wovld 
take  only  that  modification  which  was  saggested 
hj  Mr.  Houos.  The  clause  had  in  view  simplj 
to  compel  those  who  owed  the  public  to  pay 
tfadr  debts,  and  this  was  called  an  expost/aeto 
law.  He  exhibited  to  the  Senate,  for  he  cotdd 
not  undertake  to  read  them,  tiie  volnminons 
lista  of  those  who  had  been  reported  public 
debtora  of  more  than  three  yeanr  standing,  to 
•how  the  necessity  of  this  provision.  He  re- 
plied to,  and  rebutted,  in  detail,  the  arguments  of 
thooe  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  provision. 
He  was  not  apprehensive  that  it  woula  apply  to 
members  of  Oongress— he  knew  not  of  any  to 
whom  it  would  apply ;  but,  if  it  did,  it  would 
be  right  and  just :  he  deemed  it  in  the  highest 
degree  reprehensible  for  any  man  intrusted  with 
the  public  mooeyto  lay  his  hands  on  it;  and 
■oeh  a  man  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  pub- 
lic confidence. 

Mr.  JoBHsos;  of  Kentucky,  did  not  view  the 
large  books  exhibited  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  same  light  as  that  gentleman;  he 
felt  for  those  volumes  no  respect  or  veneration, 
lor  he  constdared  them  as  no  more  than  offi<»al 
fllander.  He  dted  a  case,  with  which  he  was 
personally  acquainted,  in  which  one  gentleman, 
who  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
had  been  represented  as  a  delinquent  to  the 
amount  of  $36,000,  which  account,  on  anex- 
amination,  had  been  pared  down  to  $2,500,  to 
show  how  fallacious  the  official  lists  of  balances 
were.  Many  appeared  defaulters  because  they 
lost  their  vouchers  in  the  chances  of  war ;  some 
of  his  friends  thus  appeared,  whose  vouchers 
were  sunk  in  the  waves  of  Lake  Erie,  when  ^e 
holders  were  more  intent  on  meeting  the  enemy 
than  in  preserving  papera  He  referred  to  other 
cases  in  which  men  would  be  thrown  under  the 
operation  of  the  provirion,  by  having  become 
the  secorities  of  disbursing  officers;  and  was 
cppoaed  to  any  measure  wluch  would  embrace 
in  one  sweep  the  swindler  and  the  honest  man. 
He  argued,  also,  that  the  law  was  ahready  am- 
ple; because  new  appointments  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  and  those  now  in  office 
were  at  the  will  of  the  President,  and  could  now 
be  dismissed  where  they  were  delinquent.  The 
Government  had,  moreover,  the  power  of  bring- 
ing suit,  and  could  even  take  the  body,  and  im- 
prison the  debtor  at  pleasure,  when  tne  pound 
of  flesh  must  be  exacted;  and  he  conclnded  by 
declaring  he  thought  it  the  most  exceptionable 
principle  that  was  ever  ingrafted  in  the  laws. 
beeanse  it  would  operate  retrospectively,  and 
of  course  on  those  who  had  fought  the  battles 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  LowBiB  said  the  dmple  principle  of  this 
provision  was,  that  no  money  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  Government  to  a  man  who  is  indebted 
to  the  Government.  If  this  principle  were  put 
to  any  &rmer  in  the  country,  be  wodd  ap- 
prove it :  it  was  also  conformable  to  the  rules 
nf  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  appointsnent ;  when 


persons  were  nominated  to  office,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  to  ascertain  if  they  had 
settled  up  their  public  accounts.  But  it  was 
argued  there  were  difficulties  in  the  wsij  of  the 
adoption  of  this  principle;  and  these  difficul- 
ties, Mr.  L.  argued  to  show,  were  not  substantiaL 
As  to  the  list  of  balances,  he  drew  no  argument 
from  that  in  favor  of  this  provision;  for  he 
knew  the  nature  of  that  list  too  well,  and 
doubted  the  expediency  even  of  printing  it^ 
while  the  accounts  were  in  a  course  of  settle- 
ment. Mr.  L.  replied  to  some  of  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Van  Bttskn,  and  concluded  that,  altiiough 
there  would  be  cases  of  much  hardship,  under 
this  provision,  yet  it  would  do  much  good,  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  it  The  Heads  of  the  De- 
partments had  decided,  he  learned,  that  every 
officer  could  settle  his  accounts  within  a  year, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Houocs  would  place 
the  provision  on  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
departments. 

Messrs.  Yas  Bubbn,  Holmxs,  Lowbis,  and 
SiOTH,  severally  enforced  their  views  on  this 
subjects 

Mr.  RoDKET  presumed  no  one  would  deny  that 
an  officer  who  was  an  ascertained  and  bonajlde 
debtor  to  the  Government,  ought  to  be  made  to 
pay  the  debt,  and  that  the  provision  under  con- 
sideration ouffht  to  apply  to  all  such.  So  fiur, 
all  would  doubtless  agree  to,  but  it  was  impoli- 
ticL  he  argued,  to  go  fiirther.  The  great  list  ot 
balances  which  had  last  year  overshadowed  the 
country,  had  been  in  one  year,  it  appeared,  re- 
duced ten  millions,  and  scarcely  any  part  of 
these  ten  millions  of  settled  accounts  was  found 
due ;  that  book  was  no  evidence  of  delinquency, 
and  ou^t  to  have  no  influence  on  the  present 
question.  Should  the  provision  be  adopted  in 
its  full  extent,  it  would  allow  too  much  to  in- 
terpretation, too  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
accounting  officers,  who  woold  then  have  it  in 
their  power  to  fiivor  some  in  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts,  while  they  keep  oilers  in  sus- 
pense, and  thus  be  enabled,  by  partiality,  to 
commit  injustice,  &c. 

Mr.  Llotix  whose  only  object  was  to  obtain 
payment  of  the  public  money,  moved  to  modify 
Mr.  Eatoit^s  amendment,  conformably  to  whii 
he  had  suggested  previously,  but  the  modiflca- 
tion  was  negativea— yeas  14,  nays  14. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Eaton's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  ne^tive,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAs.— Moflsn.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana^ 
Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Muasaippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentooky,  Johnson  of  Lonisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Parrott,  Pleaaants,  Rod- 
ney, Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Borea 
—19. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dick- 
erson,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Qolmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble^ 
Pahner,  Rnsgles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  WilliamB  of  Tennessee 
21. 

Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  to  amend  the  provi* 
aion  to  read  as  fbllows: 
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That  no  money  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be 
paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensation  who  is  a 
debtor  to  the  United  States,  on  an  account  stated  and 
admitted,'  or  on  judgment,  nntil  such  person  shall 
have  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or  socnred  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasniy,  in  such  manner  as  the  President 
may  direct  and  approye,  all  sums  for  which  he  may 
be  so  indebted. 

The  qnestion  was  taken,  without  debate,  on 
agreeing  to  this  amen^ent,  and  was  negatived, 
by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  19,  nays  22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  pro- 
yision  was  amended  so  as  to  limit  its  operation 
to  those  who  have  been  for  one  year  in  arrears 
— ^yeas  26. 

Mr.  FiNDiiAT,  in  answer  to  those  who  had  said 
this  was  a  novel  principle,  stated  that  the  prin- 
ciple had  been  in  operation  several  years  in 
Pennsylvania ;  that  when  adopted  there,  it  was 
objected  to  for  reasons  similar  to  those  nsed  by 
its  opponents  on  the  present  occasion;  bat  none 
of  the  objections  or  inconveniences  predicted, 
had  in  practice  been  realized.  He  had  assisted 
in  its  adoption  there,  and  he  had  no  donbt  its 
effects  wonld  be  eqnally  as  salutary  in  personal 
affairs.  He  did  not,  however,  approve  of  the 
exact  shape  of  this  provision,  and  moved  a  slight 
amendment;  bat  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Yak  Bubsn  then,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
previously  offered  on  this  point,  moved  to  add 
to  the  provision  the  following : 

Propided^  further^  That  nothing  in  this  section 
contained,  flhall  extend  to  balances  aiiaiDg  solely  from 
the  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by  such 
person  to  be  expended  in  the  public  service. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Fmd- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Pleasants,  Sey- 
mour, 8tokes,  Van  Buren,  Williams  of  Tennessee — 
21.  1 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Gail- 
lard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  No- 
ble, Parrott,  Ru^es,  Smith,  Southard,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Walker,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi— 18. 

Mr.  Babboub  asked  if  it  was  designed  to  ap- 
ply the  principle  of  this  provision  to  those  who 
Decame  debtors  by  being  security  for  public 
officefs ;  if  so,  he  thought  it  would  be  carrying 
the  principle  too  far,  and  therefore  moved  an 
amendment,  making  the  provision  to  embrace 
principal  debtors  only. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Llotd,  Holsobs,  of  Maine,  and  Wauceb,  as  an 
inexpedient  and  unnecessary  discrimination; 
and  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Edwards, 
Talbot,  Babboub,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  ground  of  its  justice  and  expediency,  and 
its  conformity  to  legal  principles.  After  con- 
siderable debate,  the  amendment  was  negatived 
— ^yeas  lY,  nays  18. 

Xhe  Senate  then  proceeded  with  the  Wl^  and 


made  some  unimportant  amendments,  and  then 
laid  the  bill  on  the  table. 


Sathbdat,  April  20. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Bepair  of  the 
Qumberland  Boad. 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Appropriation  bilL 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  an 
appropriation  of  19,000,  for  repairing  the  na- 
tional road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling;  on 
which  motion  a  brief  debate  took  place. 

Mr.  Babboub  remarked,  that  in  opposing  the 
motion,  he  must  disclaim  any  hostility  to  the 
road,  whose  improvement  was  the  object  of  the 
appropriation.  So  far  from  it,  he  considered  it 
as  a  monument  of  the  liberality  of  the  national 
councils,  and,  as  far  as  a  freedom  of  intercourse 
for  social  or  commercial  purposes  is  friendly  to 
good  feelings,  in  so  fieur  was  it  important  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  Union.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  constitutional  objections  at  the 
commencement  of  this  question,  said  Mr.  B., 
our  predecessors,  among  whom  we  find  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  men  this  countiy  ever 
produced,  and  remarkable  for  the  correctness  of 
their  reading  of  the  constitution,  resolved,  and 
with  the  consent  of  tiie  States  of  Virginia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Maryland,  to  complete  this  great 
nationid  measure,  so  essential  to  the  interests  of 
vast  regions  of  our  country,  and  have  actually 
expended  $1,800,000,  by  successive  appropria- 
tions, for  near  twenty  years.  To  refuse  now  a 
pittance  to  keep  this  road  in  repair,  established 
under  such  circumstances,  would  indicate  a 
versatility  of  political  opinions,  and  so  fatal  to 
the  public  interests,  as  to  bring  a  reproach  on 
our  Gk)vemment.  But  Mr.  B.  remarked  that 
he  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  impolitic  to  incorporate  a  provision  in  thia 
bill,  which  could  not  be  expected  to  succeed, 
and  by  which  this  important  act  of  legislation^ 
so  essential  to  the  interests  of  thousands,  and 
whose  just  claims  have  been  already  too  long 
delayed,  would  be  Airther  postponed.  Further- 
more, it  was  known  that  a  bill  was  now  pend- 
ing in  both  Houses  to  erect  toll-gates  on  this 
road.  This  was  perfectly  correct,  because  those 
who  use  ought  to  pay  for  keeping  it  in  repair. 
If  at  the  time  when  that  bill  comes  up,  a  moti<m 
should  be  made  for  an  appropriation  to  put  the 
road  in  a  condition  to  justify  the  erection  of 
toU-^tes,  Mr.  B.  said,  as  at  present  advised,  he 
should  vote  for  it. 

Tjie  appropriation  was  advocated  hy  Messrs. 
Talbot,  Lloyd,  Houces,  andBuooLSs,  and  was 
agreed  to— ayes  21,  noes  10. 

Stoppage  of  Pay  to  JDtfa/iiUert, 
Mr.  Talbot  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  that  "no  per- 
son that  has  been  in  arrears  one  year  to  the 
United  States^  shall  reoeiye  any  compensatioa 
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Qoder  this  act,  until  he  shall  have  acconntedfor 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  liable ;"  and  in  lien  thereof^  to  insert 
the  following  as  a  new  and  distinct  section : 

And  Jbe  it  further  enaded,  That  no  person  or  per- 
nos  entitled  to  reoeire  moneys  fi:t)m  the  United 
States  m  -virtue  of  this  or  any  other  act  for  the  ap- 
propriaiion  of  moneys,  enacted  during  the  present 
sesoon  of  Congress,  ihaJl  receive  payment  thereof,  if 
any  sueh  person  or  persons  shall  be  at  the  time  of 
application  for  such  payment,  really  and  truly  in- 
debted to. the  United  States  on  his  or  their  own  ac- 
connt|  eiUier  hy  judgment  not  enjoined  or  appeal 
frcHD,  by  bond  or  other  obligation  on  which  no  cred- 
its are  claimed,  or  by  account  which  shall  have  been 
finally  closed  'and  settled  at  tbe  proper  department, 
and  which  has  not  been  appealed  from  or  contested, 
until  all  sums  ^us  due  from  such  applicant  shall 
have  been  paid  up  or  satisfactorily  secured. 

A  diviaion  of  the  qnestion  was  required  by 
Mr.  Wn.LiAMS  of  Tennessee,  so  as  to  be  first 
taken  on  striking  oat  the  existing  provision. 

Mr.  Talbot  avowed  his  concurrence  in  what 
appeared  to  be  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  Senate  as  to  tbe  correctness  of  the  general 
principle  of  this  provision ;  but,  for  the  reasons 
which  he  submitted  in  detail,  he  preferred  it  in 
the  shape  which  he  had  proposed.  He  could 
never  believe  that  it  was  proper,  equitable,  or 
just,  to  cany  the  principle  to  securities,  how- 
ever just  it  was  to  look  to  securities  in  the  last 
resort  for  payment  of  a  debt  due  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  delivered  his  sentiments  at  some 
length  against  the  whole  provision.  He  thought 
it  inexpedient  in  principle,  that  it  would  be  a 
disgrace  to  the  Government,  and  hoped  in  God 
it  would  be  r^ected  altogether. 

Mr.  Chakbleb,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Van  Buben, 
wrerally  added  some  remarks ;  when 

The  qnestion  was  taken  first  on  striking  out 
the  provision,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  B^olf,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Looxsiaiia,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Par- 
TOtt,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Talbot, 
and  Van  Baren — 17. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  Diokenon,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Smith,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Imssissippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 

And  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Talbot  fell  of 
oonrse. 

Mr.  Babboue,  encouraged  by  the  nearly  equal 
division  of  the  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  renewed  the  motion  which  he  offered 
without  success  in  committee,  to  make  the 
provision  applicable  to  principal  debtors  oidy, 
and  not  to  include  securities, 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  briefly  opposed  this 
amendment;  and  Mr.  Boonst  submitted  the 
groonda  why,  in  such  a  case  as  the  provision 


contemplated,  the  discrimination  between  the 
principal  debtor  and  his  security  was  proper, 
just  and  expedient;  repeating  his  concurrence 
in  the  soundness  of  the  general  principle,  which 
he  approved  so  heartily,  that  he  should  prefer  to 
see  one  so  important  and  valuable  in  a  separate 
act,  instead  of  a  sunple  proviso  in  a  common 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Kdto,  of  New  York,  Mr.  D'Wolp,  and 
Mr.  Van  Buben,  added  a  few  words  each ;  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Baeboub  to  except 
securities,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Holmes  erf*  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  ^i^  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Pleas- 
ants, Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Van  Buren^l9. 

Kays. — Messra  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man, Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer, 
PaiTott,  Buggies,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Missiastppi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
-23. 


Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following,  as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  sec- 
tion: 

Provided,  also,  That  no  person  shall  be  considered 
as  in  arrears  under  the  provision  of  this  act,  unless 
on  bond  or  obligation  for  the  payment  of  money, 
upon  which  credits  have  not  been  claimed :  on  a 
claim  confessed  or  admitted  or  on  judgment  tendered 
in  a  court  of  law :  And  on  securing  the  arrears  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  in  such  manner  as  the  Pres* 
ident  may  direct  and  approve,  such  debtor  shall  not 
be  liable  to  the  provisions  of  tlua  aoi 

Mr.  HoLMXs,  of  Maine,  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  Mr.  Llotd  offered  at  some  length  his 
reasons  in  favor  of  it — deeming  it  consistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  provision,  which  he 
heartily  approved,  but  the  proviso  he  thought 
necessary  to  give  the  principle  its  fair  and  just 
operation.  Mr.  D'Wolf  reiterated  his  decided 
hostility,  and  his  objection  to  the  whole  princi- 
ple of  the  proviso,  which  he  deemed  injurious 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proviso 
offered  by  Mr.  Llotb,  and  negatived,  by  yeas 
and  nays: 

Yeas. — ^MessnL  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Parrott, 
Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Southard,  Stokes,  Tal- 
bot, and  Van  Buren — 20. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dicker- 
son,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  N^Ie, 
Pahner,  Buggies,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 22. 

Mr.  Eatok  then  offered  the  following^  as  an 
amendment  of  the  proviso : 
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"  Bat  in  aU  cases  where  the  pay  or  salaiy  of  way 
person  !s  withheld  in  parsoance  of  this  act|  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  aoooanting  officers^  if  demanded  bj 
his  agent  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent 
of  the  Treasoiy  Department  the  balance  dne ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  agent,  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  to  oider  snit  to  be  oommeooed  against 
sach  delinqnent  and  his  sureties ;  and  on  failing  to  do 
Bo^  the  pay  or  salary  of  soch  snppoaed  deUnqnent 
shall  not  be  withheld." 

An  earnest,  and  in  some  degree  warm,  dis- 
cussion of  this  amendment  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Eatok,  Houces  of  Maine,  Johnbok  of 
Kentucky,  Lowetb,  Van  Bubbn,  and  D'Wolf, 
took  part,  and  whidi  tamed,  incidentally,  on 
the  general  principle  of  the  provision  also. 

Mr.  Wausr  moved  to  expuDge  that  part  of 
the  amendment  which  followed  the  word 
*' sureties;''  which  modification,  after  some 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Waucxb,  Eatov,  and 
BsowN  of  Ohio,  took  part,  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Eaton. 

The  amendment,  as  modlfted,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Surra,  for  the  reasons  that  he  snbmitted, 
offered  the  following  additional  proviso : 

Providei,  neverikdUu,  The  person  so  applying  and 
claiming  the  right  to  be  sued,  shall  first  tender  to  the 
public  officer  ample  secnrity  to  indemnify  the  Gov- 
ernment against  the  costs  of  the  suit. 

The  proviso  was  negatived,  yeas  16,  nays  21. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  then  offered  an 
amendment,  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
the  provision  those  pcs^ns  who  stand  in  arrears 
as  the  sureties  for  disbursing  officers  during  the 
late  war,  unless  where  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered against  himself  or  principal. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 
nays — ^14  to  25,  as  follows: 

Natb. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown  of  Louis- 
iana, Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  i^ymonr,  Talbot,  and 
TanBuren. 

YxAB.— Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  I^Wolf,  Dicker- 
son,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine;  King  of 
New  York,  Knight,  Tiimman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mor- 
rill, Noble,  Parrott,  Boggles,  Smith,  Southard,  Tay- 
lor. Thomas,  Walkez^  Ware,  Williams  of  MisoMippi, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  22. 
Baoolutionary  Feimont. 

The  Senate  took  up  in  Oonmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  tne  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  supplementary  to  the  acts  of  1818  and 
1820,  allowing  pennons  to  Bevolutionaiy  sol- 
diers, &c. 

[Under  the  act  of  1820,  several  thousand  pen- 
rioners  were  stricken  from  the  pension  roll,  who 
were  deficient  in  the  proofs  necessary  to  entitle 


them  to  be  continued  on  the  roH^  Subsequently 
those  so  stricken  off  presented  farther  proo&  in 
support  of  their  right  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
act  of  1818 ;  but  the  Attorney-General,  whoee 
opinion  was  taken  in  the  case  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  decided  that  the  persons  who  had  been 
struck  from  the  roll,  under  the  act  of  1820, 
could  not,  even  on  the  adduction  of  farther 
proo^  be  restored  thereto  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  inasmuch  as  the  Secretary's  authority  has 
ceased,  as  rdated  to  them.  And  the  present 
bill  was  intended  to  **  authorize  and  require  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  restore  to  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners tiie  name  of  any  person  who  may  nave 
been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  stricken  therefrom, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1820,  whenever  such 
person,  so  stricken  from  the  list  of  pensioners^ 
shall  f nmish  evidence,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  to  satisfy  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  he  is  in  such  indigent  circumstances 
as  to  be  unable  to  support  hmiself  without  the 
assistance  of  his  country."] 

The  Committee  on  Penaons,  to  which  this 
bill  had  been  referred,  reported  the  same  with 
a  recommendation  that  Uie  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed;  and  the  question  was  on  agreeing 
to  this  reconunendation. 

On  this  question  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued neany  two  hours.  The  indefinite  poet- 
ponement  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Diokkbsoh 
and  MoBBiLL ;  and  it  was  supported  by  Messra. 
NoBLB  and  Bbown  of  Louisiana.  The  question 
being  taken  on  the  indefinite  postoonement  of 
the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  afiormative  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  D'WoU;  £dwarda» 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of 
Looisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macoo, 


*  Pnmomis.— >Ib  ths  short  wjnopiH  which  we  pnblidiad 
on  Taesdsy  in  the  Benate  prooeedlngs,  of  th«  oMrattoa  «f 
the  pension  act  of  1S20,  and  the  object  of  the  bOl  recently 
before  Congress,  some  pains  were  taken  by  oar  reporter  thai 
the  flbctt  shoold  be  conrectly  stated,  and,  with  that  view,  tJh« 
statement  was  submitted  to  one  or  two  of  those  who  were 
presomed  to  be  most  familiar  with  the  subject  It  appeai% 
noweyer,  by  the  subjoined  letter  from  the  eentleman  who 
Buperlntenas  the  Pension  department,  that  tne  statement  la 
In  some  respects  liable  to  mlsconBtractton:  which  letter,  to 
ayoid  any  Airther  misapprehension,  we  think  it  beet  to  lA- 
sert  entire.— JRIttorfJ^  JnM. 

WiJi  DxpiJiTiaiiT,  Pinxov  Onwaa^ 
SSd  >i>f«;  188SL 
OaHTLXMBr:  There  is  an  error  In  jour  report  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday.  It  Is  therein  stated^ 
that  '*  several  thousand  were  stricken  from  the  pension  roll 
who  were  deficient  in  the  prooft  neoessary  to  entitle  f  * 
to  be  continued  on  the  roll/*  Not  so.  Not  a  man  has  _ 
dropped  from  the  list  under  the  act  of  Mar,  ISM.  who  haa 
not  exhibited**  the  procA  necessazy,**  L  e.  tne  eyldeBoe  m«» 
scribed  by  kw,  a  sonednle  of  property:  but  the  bill  whicJi 
passed  the  Hooae,  and  which  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  aa- 
thorized  the  Secretary  of  War  to  restore  those  to  the  roll  who^ 
since  they  were  dropped  therelh»m,  hsTo  become  indifent 


Ldimnt 
"Th« 


enough  to  need  **  the  aid  of  public  or  private  chari^.**  Tta* 
publication,  you  will  readily  perceive.  Is  calculatea  to  lead 
to  a  very  uniavorable  ooncioston,  in  rscard  to  the  due  ad* 
ministration  of  the  law ;  because,  on  reniring  to  the  act.  It 
will  be  found  that  no  authority  is  given  to  the  Secretary  to 
drop  any  name  from  the  list,  except  on  the  evidence  of  th* 
schedule.    Be  plessed  to  eoneot  urn  enor,  and  oblige  you 


pleased 
obedient  servant 


»  eiTor,t 
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Kobk,  Pleasanti,  Smith,  StokM,  Ti^boft,  Taylor, 
TbomM,  Walker,  Ware,  WOliama  of  Miadanppi,  and 
WUIiams  of  TenneaBee— 25. 

Kat& — ^Meaan.  Chandler,  DickerBon,  Holmes  of 
Ifainfi,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Moirill, 
PaloMTy  Panott,  Bng^ea^  Se^^onr,  and  Van  Bnren 

80  the  bill  was  rejected. 

WsDNiSDAT,  April  24. 
Lead  Mines  Beoenue. 

1&.  BKsrroK  Bnbmitted  the  following  motion 
for  oon^deradon : 

Beeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  make  known  to  the  Senate,  whether 
any  rvreaae  has  aocmed  to  the  United  States,  and  if 
any,  how  mncfa,  from  leases  of  lead  mines  in  the 
TsBey  of  the  Misassi|mi ;  whether  any  lease,  promise, 
or  agreement,  is  now  in  force  for  the  use  and  oocnpa- 
tioa  of  any  snch  mines,  with  copies  thereof,  if  writ- 
tea,  and  the  substance  thereof  if  verbal ;  with  the 
names  of  tbe  leesees^  and  their  places  of  residence ; 
whetiier  the  said  leases,  if  any  snch  there  are,  have 
heen  made  with  or  withoat  public  notice,  at  aoction 
er  by  private  contract,  by  whom  and  with  whom, 
wit^  a  copy  of  the  powers  onder  which  each  acted ; 
elscL  a  oopy  of  the  regnlations,  if  any  have  been 
mam,  for  carrying  into  effect  Uie  acts  of  Congress 
which  anthoriaed  the  lease  of  lead  mmes. 

Importation  of  Spirits. 

Mr.  JhcKKBSOn^  from  the  Committee  on  Oom- 
meroe  and  Mannfaetnres,  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed : 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfactores, 
vbo  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits, 
zeport : 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  agricultoral  as  well  as 
nanufactming  interest  of  the  United  States  would 
be  pnimoCed  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign 
snritsw  Tliat  the  quantity  of  spirits  that  would  in  a 
mart  time  be  manufactored  in  this  ootmtiy  to  supply 
the  place  of  that  now  imported,  would  afford  a 
nuroe  of  levenne  more  efficient,  and  much  less  pre- 
eaiJoas  than  that  now  derived  from  the  importation 
of  foreign  ^irits.  But,  as  an  immediate  prdiibitiou 
would  injure  the  commercial  interest  of  tbe  United 
States,  as  well  as  diminish  the  revenue,  until  a  system 
of  excise  could  be  brought  into  operation,  tbe  com- 
mittee think  it  would  be  expedient  to  arrive  gradu- 
ally at  tbe  objects  in  view,  by  increasing  the  duties 
on  foreign  qnrita.  A  bill,  however,  for  this  purpose, 
mnat  be  oonadered  as  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  and 
can  only  originate  in  the  House  of  I^presentatives. 
The  oommitteo  therefore  submit  the  following  tesolu^ 

lUeolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Conmierce  and 
Kannfactares  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
foreign  spirits. 

Naoy  Appropriations, 
The  Senate  then  restuned  the  consideration 
of  tbe  Navy  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  Pleasants 
withdrew  tlie  amendment  he  offered  on  Mon- 
day to  the  IaU,  to  make  an  additional  appropri* 


ation  for  the  snppreesion  of  piracy — Shaving  as** 
oertained  that  the  object  was  provided  for,  and 
the  amendment  nnneoessary. 

Mr.  Emo,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Finance  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  the  danse  ^serted  on  Mon- 
day) providing  that,  when  the  Navy  rations  are 
drawn  in  money,  the  ration  shall  be  valued  at 
twenty  eevUs  instead  of  25  cents,  which  the  reg- 
nlations of  the  Navy  have,  since  1814,  fizm 
the  oommntation  price  of  the  ration  at 

On  this  motion  a  long  discussion  took  place, 
which  continued  until  three  o'dook,  and  in 
which  Messrs.  Eino  of  New  York,  Holmbs  of 
Maine,  Pab^ott,  Ohaitdubb,  PLSASAinns,  John- 
BOK  of  Louisiana,  Lankan,  Eaton,  Lowbob, 
Bbown  of  Ohio,  Maoon,  and  Walxbb,  took 
part.  The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  stated,  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 


Thxjbsdat,  April  25. 
Importation  of  Slaves. 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  tiie  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rucived,  That  the  President  of  tiie  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  re* 
port  of  the  Attorney-General,  relative  to  any  persons 
(citizens  of  the  United  States)  who  have  been  charged 
with,  or  suspected  of,  introducing  any  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  contraiy  to  existing  laws. 

Lead  Mine  Rents. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonader  the  motion 
of  the  24th  instant,  for  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  certain  infonnation  relating  to  certain 
lead  mines  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Fur  Trade  of  the  West— Its  Value  as  a 
Branoh  of  Commerce  and  as  a  Means  of  con- 
trolling  the  Indians — Its  Regulation  as  a  Free 
Trade  in  the  hands  of  Licensed  Citizens. 
The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  1802, 
regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  tbe  Indian 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
first  section  in  the  following  words  :  ^*  And  the 
power  to  ^ant  licenses  slmL  be  vested  in  per- 
sons at  pomts  convenient  for  carrying  on  the 
trade." 

[The  bill  flind  amendments  propose  to  place  the  fur 
trade  on  liberal  principles ;  opens  it  to  all  American 
dtizens^  and  none  others;  vests  in  Superintendents  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  Indian  agents,  the  power  to  grant 
licenses  for  two  years  with  the  near  tribes,  and  seven 
years  with  the  remote  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi ; 
subjects  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  the  goods  of  all 
traders  who  cany  ardent  spirits  to  trjide  with  the 
Indians ;  and  repeals  the  section  of  the  former  act 
which  subjects  the  traders*  license  to  be  recalled 
without  notice  or  proof  of  misconduct3 

Mr.  BsNTON,  of  Missouri,  spoke  in  support  of 
the  bill  and  these  amendments. 
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He  considered  the  for  trade  as  an  object  of 
national  concern,  and  entitled  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.  He  spoke  of  it  in  two  points  of 
view: 

1.  As  a  branch  of  commerce. 

2.  As  the  means  of  controlling  the  Indians. 
On  the  first  point — Mr.  B.  quoted  several 

books  to  show  the  value  of  the  ^r  trade,  as 
carried  on  under  the  Spanish  Government,  at 
6t.  Louis;  under  the  Republic,  at  the  same 
place ;  and  by  the  British  trading  companies  on 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  and 
on  the  lakes  and  rivers  out  towards  the  Arctic 
region. 

The  work  of  Perrin,  a  French  writer,  sent 
by  Napoleon  to  examine  the  resources  of  Louis- 
iana, about  the  year  1800,  estimates  the  fhrs, 
robes,  and  peltries,  taken  on  the  waters  of  the 
Missouri,  at  600,000  Iwrea  t&umoU  annually, 
and  those  taken  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  at  1,200,000 ;  the  latter  being  almost 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  British. 

The  work  of  Major  Stoddart,  written  in  1804, 
states  the  value  of  this  trade,  at  St.  Louis  alone, 
to  have  averaged  $203,000  annually,  for  fifteen 
jrears  before  the  transfer  of  the  province,  amount- 
mg,  in  the  whole,  to  upwards  of  $3,000,000  in 
that  time. 

Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  which  showed  the 
value  of  the  trade  for  the  year  1816.  It  was 
taken  from  ih^  oflSce  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis,  (Governor  Olark,) 
and  embraced  all  the  business  done  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  by  the  American  and 
British  traders,  and  by  the  United  States  fac- 
tories, and  amounted  to  $441,200 ;  of  which 
$29,800  was  exported  by  the  way  of  New  Or- 
leans; $122,020  was  taken  up  the  Ohio  Biver 
into  the  Atlantic  States;  $258,400  was  taken 
through  the  Oanadas,  on  the  line  of  the  Illinois 
Biver,  the  lakes,  and  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  the 
remainder,  $31,000,  was  consumed  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  Sir  Alexander  Mc'Kenzie's 
EUtory  of  the  Fur  Trade^  and  Winterbotham's 
Vieu>  of  America^  to  show  the  value  of  this 
trade,  as  carried  on  by  the  Northwest  and  Hud- 
son Bay  Companies.  The  first  had  amounted, 
annually,  for  forty  years,  to  a  million  and  a 

Suarter  of  dollars  per  annum — fifty  millions  in 
tie  whole ;  and  much  of  it  taken  from  Uie  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States.  The  second,  being 
a  monopoly  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of 
Crown  favorites,  produced  but  a  trifle,  say 
$140,000  annually,  until  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk 
purchased  the  charter,  and  came  in  person  to 
push  the  trade.  The  two  companies  are  now 
united.  The  name  of  the  Northwest  is  merged 
in  that  of  Hudson^s  Bay,  under  whoso  charter 
the  trade  is  now  carried  on  with  increased  ac- 
tivity, and « with  such  prospect  of  emolument 
that  the  stock  of  the  company  is  Quoted,  in  the 
latest  London  papers,  at  one  hunared  per  cent, 
advance. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  trade  in  the  hands  of 
American  citizens  had  not  increased  for  some 


years.  A  rivalship  had  existed  between  the 
private  traders  and  the  Government  traders; 
and  the  latter,  having  the  ear  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  had  been  able  to  prejudice  the  former, 
without  doing  any  thing  themselves  proportion* 
ate  to  the  capital  of  $800,000,  which  was  placed 
in  their  hands.  He  had  not  precise  data  for 
fixing  the  amount  of  the  private  capital  now 
embarked,  but  would  estimate  it  at  $120,000 
for  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and 
$200,000  for  the  Missouri  and  its  tributaries. 
These  sums  were  intended  to  cover  only  the 
stock  in  trade ;  the  expenses  in  boats,  boatmen, 
provisions,  clerks,  interpreters,  &c.,  was  a  dis- 
tinct item,  and  a  large  one,  amounting,  in  some 
instances,  to  seventy-five  per  cent  upon  the 
capital. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  this  view  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  fur  trade,  as  a  branch  of  com- 
merce, was  entitled  to  the  notice  of  statesmea 
and  to  the  protection  of  ih»  Government ;  yet 
he  had  only  presented  a  limited  view  of  its 
value ;  he  had  confined  his  observations  to  the 
waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  to  the  Mia- 
souri  below  the  Mandan  Villages ;  he  had  not 
carried  the  eyes  of  the  Senate  to  the  Bocky 
Mountains,  and  shown  them  there  the  richest 
fur  region  in  the  world,  belonging,  by  law,  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Bepublio,  and  possessed,  in 
fact,  by  the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown. 
The  Republic  owns  the  section  of  the  Rooky 
Mountains  between  the  latitude  of  42  and  40 
north,  say  600  miles  from  north  to  south,  and, 
on  an  average^  300  wide ;  the  summits  of  the 
ridges  penetratmg  the  region  of  perpetual  snow ; 
the  valleys  rich  and  beautiful,  covered  with 
grass,  clover,  wood,  and  wild  fruits,  finely 
watered ;  abounding  in  horses,  bufialoea,  ante- 
lopes, and  the  most  valuable  of  the  furred  ani- 
mals, not  excepting  the  ermine ;  in  a  word, 
presenting  aU  the  characteristics  of  the  Alpine 
region  in  Switzerland,  before  it  was  cultivated. 
The  Republic  was  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of 
Lewis  and  Clark  for  the  discovery  of  this  ridi 
region.  Several  companies  of  American  dti* 
zens  had  attempted  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
discovery.  Liaa^  who,  with  250  men,  ascended 
the  Missouri  to  its  source  in  1808,  and  was  ex- 
pelled by  the  hostilities  of  the  Blackfeet  Indiana, 
supposed  to  be  instigated  by  the  Northwest 
Company.  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Crooks,  with  60 
men,  who  crossed  to  the  Columbia  about  the 
year  1811,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  their 
enterprise,  by  the  events  of  the  war,  which  soon 
after  broke  out;  and  a  company  of  100  men, 
headed  by  Mi^or  Andrew  Henry,  a  companion 
of  Lisa's  in  the  expedition  of  1807,  1808,  now 
ascending  the  Missouri,  and  who  will,  in  idl 
probability,  be  attacked  by  the  Aricaras,  the 
roving  bands  of  the  Sioux,  or  the  Assiniboins; 
tribes  intimately  associated  with  tiie  British  for 
companies. 

Taking  the  trade  of  the  mountiuns  into  the 
estimate,  and  Mr.  B.  computed  the  capital  it 
would  annually  employ  at  a  million  of  dollars, 
and  that  it  would  give  employment  to  2,000 
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men.  The  Britaah  oompanies  traded  upon  a 
greater  capital,  employed  about  2,600  men,  and 
wen  at  this  time  bringing  out  800  regular 
troops  from  England,  to  be  stationed  conveni- 
ent to  th«  northern  bend  of  the  Missonri,  which 
Cf^mndmatefl  to  the  line  of  their  forts  and  trad- 
iog  posts  on  the  rivers  of  the  Winipee  Lake. 

The  nature  of  the  capital  wonld  enhance  the 
Talae  of  the  trade  to  the  country.  It  wonld 
eonsist,  in  good  part,  of  articles  of  home  growth 
or  production — ^powder,  lead,  shot,  axes,  hatch- 
ets, knives,  guns,  tobacco,  and  coarse  fabrics 
of  wool  and  cotton ;  many  of  which  would  be 
got  in  the  West,  convenient  to  the  trade,  and 
would  give  a  spring  to  the  industry,  which  now 
langnishes  for  want  of  aliment  to  feed  it. 

The  nature  of  the  proceeds  would  still  further 
enhanoe  the  value  of  the  trade.  It  would  give, 
in  return,  articles  of  the  first  value  and  neces- 
sity— ^the  common  furs,  universally  in  demand 
as  the  chief  material  for  making  hats,  and  the 
richer  land,  esteemed,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  an  article  of  dress ;  worn  by  monarchs  for 
magnifioenoe,  ladies  and  city  gentlemen  for 
beauty,  and  by  traveUers  as  the  best  defence 
against  frost,  and  commanding  in  foreign  parts, 
China,  Japan,  Germany,  and  Rossia,  twice  or 
thrice  their  value  in  the  American  market 

Mr.  B.  contrasted  the  value  of  the  fur-trade 
with  the  coounerce  carried  on  with  many  for- 
eign powers,  and  for  the  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  which  the  Bepublic  keeps  up  expen- 
sive establiahments  of  embassies,  consuls,  and 
ships  of  war,  and  which  consume  less  amounts 
of  American  produce,  and  give  in  return  articles 
of  incomparably  less  value.  He  particularized 
the  commerce  of  Russia,  which  consumes 
$147,000  of  American  produce,  (taking  the 
year  1822  as  the  criterion,)  and  gives  m  return 
raw  hemp,  or  its  fabrics,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
growers  of  hemp  in  the  Western  States ;  the 
trade  with  Sweden,  which  takes  $154,000,  and 
returns  iron,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  our  own 
fistricts  which  prodace  that  metal ;  with  Por* 
tugal.  which  takes  $147,000,  and  sends  wine, 
to  put  our  own  whiskey  out  of  countenance, 
and  discourage  the  grain  growers ;  and  all  the 
porta  in  the  Mediterranean,  Levant^  and  Adri- 
atic seas,  taking  in  the  whole,  but  $615,000, 
and  sending  back  articles  of  taste  and  fancy,  of 
little  or  no  substantial  use.  Mr.  B.  considered 
all  this  commerce  as  a  miserable  object  com- 
pared to  the  fur  trade ;  yet  the  latter  was  neg- 
lected, and  the  richest  part  of  it  left  to  the 
(piiet  enjoyment  of  the  British,  to  the  great 
jyrejudice  of  the  Western  States;  while  the 
former  was  cherished,  at  an  annual  expense  of 
more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  ambas- 
sadors, consuls,  and  naval  armaments ;  and  the 
slightest  interruption  to  it  would  be  considered, 
by  all  the  Cis-Alleganian  States,  as  just  ground 
of  complaint  and  remonstrance  on  the  part  of 
the  Republic. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  ideas,  sug- 
gested in  his  instructions  to  Lewis  and  Olark — 
ike  jMracUeabiUtif  4^  taking  the  fwn  of  ike 


Bocky  MowUame  dvreet  to  China,  upon  the  line 
of  the  Cohirnbia  Biter  and  the  Faeific  Ocean. 
He  said  the  problem  had  been  resolved ;  it  had 
been  done ;  it  was  done  by  the  company  which 
crossed  the  mountains  in  1811,  and  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  it  The  Columbia  River  was  of 
easy  navigation,  a  good  harbor  in  its  mouth, 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean  void  of  peril.  The  re- 
gion of  the  mountains,  so  formidable  to  the 
progress  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  is  now  traversed 
by  various  and  easy  passes.  The  first  and  main 
ridge  is  crossed  upon  a  good  road,  made  by 
buffiiloes  and  Indians,  leadLig  from  the  Falls  of 
Missouri  to  the  forks  of  Clark's  River,  (150 
miles ;)  points  between  which  the  first  discov- 
erers travelled  about  1,200.  The  next  bed  of 
mountains  on  which  they  found  snow  twelve 
feet  deep  in  June,  is  now  turned  upon  the  right 
by  descending  Clark's  River  two  or  three  de- 
grees, and  then  passing  west  over  land  throu^ 
an  open  level  country,  to  Lake  Wayton,  whence 
issues  the  navigable  Lautau  River,  entering  the 
Columbia  at  a  short  distance,  and  avoiding  the 
falls  and  rapids  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 
Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  but  that  East  India  goods 
would  enter  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  upon 
the  same  route.  He  would  not  discuss  the 
question  now,  but  he  would  say,  that  the  sea 
between  America  and  Asia  was  peaceful ;  that 
the  tide  flowed  up  the  Columbia  183  miles; 
that  the  river  was  deep  and  gentle,  and  peri- 
odically flooded ;  that  the  land  carriage  was 
short  and  easy,  over  a  region  which  furnished 
snow  for  sleighs  six  months  in  the  year,  and 
convenient  to  the  fine  horses  on  the  Plains  of 
the  Columbia;  that  the  longest  part  of  the  route 
was  in  the  descent  of  the  Missouri,  (2,575  miles 
from  the  falls  to  the  Mississippi,)  which,  being 
down  the  stream^  was  nothing ;  that  the  articles 
to  be  brought  in  were  of  little  weight,  great 
value^  and  small  bulk,  such  as  were  once  car- 
ried some  thousand  miles  upon  camels,  and  con- 
stituted the  wealth  of  merchants  whose  opu- 
lence is  yet  seen  in  the  ruins  of  Alexandria  and 
Palmyra,  and  upon  the  line  on  whi(^  the  com- 
merce of  Asia  had  ever  flowed. 

On  the  eeeond  point — ^The  far  trade  is  the 
true  means  of  controUing  the  Indians.  The 
history  of  these  States,  when  colonies,  and  ever 
since,  is  full  of  the  proofs.  The  King's  Govern- 
ors always  operated  upon  the  Indians  through 
their  traders.  The  French  authorities  in  Cana- 
da, and  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  did  the 
same,  and  they  both  operated  suocessfcdly  upon 
them.  The  consequence  was,  that,  in  every 
war  between  the  French  and  the  British,  the 
Indians  came  in  more  as  principals  than  auxili- 
aries, and  always  took  the  side  of  the  power  to 
whom  their  respective  traders  belonged.  In 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  these  truths  were 
too  recent  not  to  be  known,  and  too  convincing 
not  to  prevail.  The  Congress  of  1776,  to  gain 
the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  addressed  them- 
selves to  the  American  traders.  *  They  even  ad- 
vanced money  to  purchase  goods,  to  be  sold 
without  profit  to  the  traders,  to  enable  them  to 
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cany  on  their  trade^  and  to  preserve  their  in- 
flnence  among  the  neighboring  tribes.  The  snm 
of  40,000  pounds  sterling,  was  voted  at  one 
time  (January,  1776)  for  this  object ;  and  the 
goods  distributed  to  the  traders  at  2^  per  oent. 
on  the  cost  and  freight.  Oar  enemies,  the 
Britit^  acted  upon  the  same  principle,  and 
with  more  sncoess,  because  they  acted  with  more 
perseverance,  and  had  greater  means  at  their 
disposal.  In  the  late  war  the  same  results 
were  seen.  A  trading-house  in  Pensaoola  di- 
rected the  Greeks  agaiust  us ;  the  agents  of  the 
Forth  West  Company  led  a  dozen  nations 
against  the  frontiers  of  Ohio.  The  Republic 
luid  comparatively  but  few  on  her  dde.  The 
reason  was,  that  she  had  no  traders  among 
them  to  gain  their  affections;  cmly  factories, 
''to  improve  their  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties, to  convert  them  into  fanaers  and  Chris- 
tians," charitable  iustitutions,  without  doubt, 
but  so  little  capable  of  controlling  the  warlike 
spirit  of  the  savagee,  that  the  factories  were 
themselves  the  first  objects  of  attack  on  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  fatigue  the  Senate  with  far- 
ther remarks  on  this  point  He  only  wished  to 
revive  the  recollection  of  the  poli^  observed 
by  our  ancestors  when  Indian  affairs  were  bet- 
ter understood  than  at  present  He  trusted 
that  he  had  said  euouffh  to  sustain  the  positions 
which  he  had  assumed  in  fetvor  of  the  rar  trade, 
and  shown  that  its  importance,  both  as  a  branch 
of  commerce,  and  the  true  means  of  governing 
the  Indiana,  entitled  it  to  the  national  protec- 
tion. 

The  bill  and  amendments  are  calculated  to 
give  it  some  protection.  They  repeal  the  7th 
section  of  the  act  of  1802,  because  that  section 
g^ves  to  superintendents  and  agents  the  power 
to  recall  the  license  of  traders,  without  show- 
ing cause,  and  trying  the  truth  of  it.  He  had 
heard  of  no  license  improperly  recalled,  but  it 
might  happen ;  and  a  trade  so  valuable,  in 
which  so  large  a  capital  would  be  embarked, 
should  not  be  subject  to  a  sudden  suspension  at 
the  will  of  any  man.  They  (the  bill  and  amend- 
ments) authorize  licenses  to  be  granted  for 
seven  years.  Heretofore  they  were  limited  to 
two.  This  period  was 'fixed  when  the  Missis- 
sippi was  the  boundary  of  the  Bepublic;  it  is 
no  longer  an  adequate  time,  when  that  river, 
ceasing  to  be  the  uUima  ihule  of  the  trader,  has 
become  his  starting  point  The  British  compa- 
nies have  just  had  their  license  (charter)  ex- 
tended twenty-one  years,  and  IJie  Russians 
twenty ;  and  seven  years  is  sufficiently  short  for 
the  American  trader,  who  goes  to  the  Booky 
Mountains  to  contend  with  the  former,  and  to 
the  Columbia  Biver  to  contend  with  the  latter. 
The  section  intended  to  be  repealed  left  the  trade 
open  to  British  subjects ;  it  was  obliged  to  do  so 
nnderthe  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay^s  Treaty;  but 
the  late  war  had  abrogated  that  treaty,  and  it 
was  worth  a  war  to  get  rid  of  it  The  Treaty  of 
Ghent  had  not  revived  the  odious  privileges  of 
tiie  third  article,  and  it  was  the  boonden  duty  of 


Congress  to  avail  itself  of  this  advantage,  and 
to  exdude  British  traders  tram  the  navigati<Mi 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  trade  of  our  Indianai. 
The  bill  and  amendments  propow  to  do  ao; 
they  confine  the  licenses  to  American  oitizena, 
and  the  goods  of  those  who  have  no  lioenaes 
will  be  subject  to  sdzuiB  and  confiscation.  The 
bill  facilitates  the  acquisition  of  lioenaes  to 
American  citizens,  by  vesting  the  power  to 
grant  them  in  officers  stationed  at  oonvenienft 
points  for  carrying  on  the  trade.  The  €k>vem- 
ors  of  Midii^  and  Arkansas,  as  superintend- 
ents, have  this  power.  All  the  agents  have  it^ 
A  superintendency  is  established  at  St  Loui^ 
to  exercise  it ;  and  this  facility  will  give  to  that 
town  the  advantage  which  its  geographical  po- 
sition has  always  claimed,  and  which  the  im- 
providence of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  had  conferred 
upon  Montresl — ^the  advantage  of  being  the  ei»- 
trepot  of  the  American  fur  trade. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  a  further  protection 
due  to  the  for  trade,  not  now  contemplated  by 
the  bill  before  the  Senate,  and  he  regretted  to 
say,  not  countenanced  heretofore  by  the  Con- 
gress. He  alluded  to  the  military  expedition  to 
the  Upper  Missouri.  His  local  position  beyond 
the  Mississippi  had  given  him  an  opportunity 
of  gaining  local  intelligence,  and,  presuming 
upon  thiS)  he  would  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
majority  of  the  Congress  which  had  stopped 
this  expedition.  He  applauded  the  policy  wluch 
selected  the  M'aiw^ftn  villages  for  a  military  post| 
which  intended  to  place  on  that  point  of  i^ 
proximation  to  tiie  British  establishments  of 
Lake  Winipee,  an  adequate  force  to  overawe 
her  traders,  and  to  encourage  our  own  in  car- 
rying their  commerce  to  the  region  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  He  considered  this  expedition  as  a 
branch  of  that  enlightened  system  of  national 
defence  which,  embracing  the  vast  circumfer- 
ence of  the  Republic,  and  seizing  at  once  all  the 
commanding  points  on  the  Lake,  the  Gul^  the 
maritime  and  western  frontier,  endeavored  to 
provide  for  everypart  an  efficient  and  appro- 
priate defence.  He  knew  that  a  waste  of  mo- 
ney had  taken  place  in  the  ascent  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  he  was  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with 
the  Senate  in  correcting  that  and  the  like  im- 
providences in  other  places;  but  he  utterly 
protested  against  the  justice  of  seizing  upon  a 
circumstance  to  defeat  a .  plan  of  national  de- 
fence, so  honorable  to  the  administration  which 
had  formed  it,  and  so  well  calculated  to  secure 
posterity,  as  well  as  ourselves,  from  the  calami- 
ties of  a  countrv  engaged  in  war,  and  open, 
upon  a  hundred  hnes,  by  land  and  water,  to  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy's  arms. 


Monday,  April  29. 
South  American  8tat»^JDiplomatic  InUreaurm 

fjoith  iueh  qf  them  cu  hios  BstablMed  their 

Independmce, 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole^  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  making 
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an  appropriation  of  $100,000  to  defrsj  the  ex- 
penses of  nnasionB  to  the  independent  nations 
on  the  Americaa  continent. 

The  amendment  reported  hj  the  Committee 
ef  Foreign  Bdations  to  the  bill,  (to  increase  the 
mproprulion  to  $110,000,  and  subjecting  the 
IhU  sp&a&caJlj  to  the  limitations  of  the  general 
law  oonoeming  the  compensation  of  public 
DunistefB})  was  negatived— Mr.  Kura,  of  New 
Y(»k,  having  expressed  the  opinion  that  they 
were  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
proviso: 

"iVmwfed;  scMfiftefetf,  That  no  money  ahall  be 
ianm  from  the  Treasary  for  that  pmpose  until  the 
Pnndeot  shall  be  ftxlly  satisfied  that  soch  missions 
vin  not  interropt  the  friendly  relations  of  the  United 


And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  foUows : 

Tkas. — MessrsL  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sinppi,  Lkiyd,  Mac^xn,  Boggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  and 
WiUiams  of  Mississipid^d. 

Nats. — Mesais.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
«f  Looiaana,  Bm^wn  of  Ohio^  Dickerson,  Findlay, 
Gaillard,  BoimS  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight^  J^mnan,  Lowrie,  Monill,  Palmer,  Par- 
TOtt,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Van  Baren,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennes- 
see—28. 

Mr.  Eaton  proposed  to  amend  tl^e  bill  so 
tliat  the  President  should  not  appoint  any  Min- 
ister bnt  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Sjsg,  of  New  York,  said  sach  an  amend- 
ment ooold  not  be  necessary,  because  the  Oon- 
stitntion  of  the  United  States  was  sofSciently 
explicit  on  the  subject.  It  was  only  in  appoint- 
ments that  become  vacant  during  the  recess 
that  the  President  was  authorized  to  exercise 
the  right  of  appointing  to  office.  In  original 
appointments,  where  there  had  not  been  an  in- 
combent  of  the  office,  such  a  power  under  the 
eoDstitntion  did  not  attach  to  the  Executive, 
and  henoe  could  not  be  exercised.  It  was  quite 
unnecessary,  therefore,  to  provide,  by  any  statu- 
tory provision,  for  that  which  was  already  suf- 
fidently  guarded  by  the  constitution. 

Mr  £.  was  aware  that  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman were  correct.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  correct  meaning  of  the  constitution 
was  soch  as  was  stated  by  Mr.  King ;  but,  how- 
ever tliis  fact  might  be,  it  was  not  to  be  dis- 
guised that  the  President  Of  the  United  States 
had,  by  the  course  he  had  pursued  on  a  former 
occasion,  manifested  a  different  understanding 
of  the  constitution.  Mr.  Madison  had  nomi- 
nated Ministers  to  negotiate  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  these 
were  not  vacancies,  but  original  appointments. 
If  thifl  had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  Senate, 
and  such  he  nnderstcKKl  had  be^n  the  case,  it 


might  be  considered  as  authority  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  adopt  that  course  again.  Such  a 
course  he  thought  unauthorized,  and  he  wished, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed,  to 
say  so.  The  Senate  should  retain  the  powers 
that  belonged  to  it ;  nor  was  it  leas  material 
that  it  should  judge  of  the  merits  and  qualifica- 
tions of  those  who  might  be  appointed. 

Mr.  HoLitSB,  of  Maine,  remarked  that  the 
constitution  was  certainly  definite  enough  upon 
this  subject;  the  amendment  proposed  could 
not  make  it  more  so ;  and  he  was  altogether 
unwilling,  where  the  rule  was  prescribed  al- 
ready by  an  instrument,  from  which  neither 
the  President  nor  this  body  had  a  right  to  de- 
part, to  attempt  either  to  enlaige  it,  or  to  de- 
clare what  should  or  should  not  be  its  true  con- 
struction. Hie  President  was  competent  to 
judge  of  this  matter  without  any  opinion  being 
offered  by  the  Senate. 

Some  remarks  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Waue- 
SB  and  Kjn&,  of  Alabama,  as  to  the  practice  of 
the  Senate,  the  intent  of  the  constitution,  &a ; 
when 

Mr.  Eatok  observed,  that,  having  referred  to 
the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  from  which 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  had  been  removed,  he 
had  found  that  the  principle  acted  on  by  Mr. 
Madison,^  in  relation  to  the  Ministers  who 
formed  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  had  not  been  ac- 
quiesced in,  but  had  been  protested  against  by 
the  Senate ;  it  was,  therefore,  not  to  be  viewed 
as  establishing  any  precedent,  and  he  would 
withdraw  the  amendment  he  had  offered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  £dwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Eentncky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par* 
rott,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Buggies,  Seymour,  SoutJjard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Buxen,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Misnssippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee— 39. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Lloyd,  Macon,  and  Smith — 3. 


Tuesday,  April  80. 
JRepeal  of  Florida  Territorial  Lofm, 
Mr.  HoLHBS,  of  Maine,  agreeably  to  notice, 
having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  re« 
lieve  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  operation 
of  certain  ordinances.  [This  bill  proposed  to 
repeal  the  ordinance  of  Governor  Jackson,  of 
July  18, 1821,  concerning  naturalization,  and 
the  ordinance  of  the  City  Council  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, of  October  19,  1821 ;  imposes  fines  and 
imprisonment  on  any  person  who  shall  here* 
after  attempt  to  enforce  said  ordinance ;  and 
provides  for  refunding  to  the  people  of  Florida 
all  moneys  which  they  have  paid  under  said 
ordinances.]  The  bUl  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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United  States  Militia  Fines. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  vesting  in 
the  respective  States  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  all  fines  assessed  for  the  non-perform- 
ance of  militia  duty  during  the  last  war,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  na- 
tions of  the  American  continent,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
House. 

Trade  with  British  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  following 
bill,  which  waa  read : 

Be  U  enacted,  ^,  That  on  satisfactory  evidence 
being  given  by  &e  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  ports  in  the  islands,  or  colonies,  in  the  West 
Indies,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  have 
been  opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  sbthorized  to  issue 
his  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  shall  thereafter  be  open  to  the  vessels 
of  Great  Britain,  employed  in  the  trade  and  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  such  islands  or 
eolonies,  subject  to  such  reciprocal  rules  and  restric- 
tions as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  by 
Buch  proclamation  make  and  publish,  any  thing  in 
the  laws,  entitled  *'  An  act  concerning  navigation,** 
or  an  act,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
oonoeming  navigation,'*  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  no  longer. 

Wednesday,  May  1. 
Trade  to  Norway. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tiie 
Fbestdent  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  the  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  their  present  session,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  the  Government  of  Norway  had  issued  an 
ordinance  for  admitting  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  then:  cargoes  into  the  ports  of  that  King- 
dom, upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  duties 
than  are  paid  by  Norwegian  vessels,  of  whatever  ar- 
ticles the  said  cargoes  may  consist,  and  from  what- 
ever ports  the  vessels  laden  with  them  may  come. 

In  communicating  this  ordinance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  of  Norway  has  re- 
quested the  benefit  of  a  similar  and  reciprocal  pro- 
vision for  the  vessels  of  Norway,  and  their  cargoes, 
which  may  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

This  provision  being  within  the  competency  only 
of  the  legislative  authority  of  Congress,  I  communi- 
cate to  them,  herewith,  copies  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  Norwegian  Government  in  relation 
to  the  subject,  and  recommend  the  same  to  their  con- 
^deration. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

WAaHXSGTOH^  May  1, 


The  Message  and  doomnents  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa 

Vaccination, 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
repeal  the  act  concerning  vaccination  was  next 
resumed. 

Mr.  Llotd  laid  before  the  Senate  an  ezplanft- 
tory  letter  from  the  late  vaccine  agent,  (Dr. 
Smith,)  and  moved  that  the  bill  with  the  letter 
be  recommitted;  but,  after  some  debate^  this 
motion  was  lost 

It  was  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely ;  and  a  debate  of  considerable  dora- 
tion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Mosbill,  Maooit, 
Lloyd,  Dioeebsok,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Eatok, 
and  others  took  part.  This  motion  was  aLso 
lost ;  and  t>hen  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mi»> 
sissippi.  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man,  lioyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Rodney,  Smidiy 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
Ware,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee— 29. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwardfi  Eniight,  HoEriO, 
Parrott,  and  Ruggles — 9. 

Duties  on  French  Vessels. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  concerning 
navigation,  having  been  previously  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ejxg,  of  New  York,  moved  the  additioii 
of  the  following  section : 

Ssa  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  Thaf^  in  the 
eVent  of  the  signature  of  any  treaty  or  conveotioa 
concerning  the  navigation  or  conuneroe  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  should  he 
deem  the  same  expedient,  by  proclamation,  to  sus- 
pend, until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  tiie 
operation  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  puiposes ;"  and  also  to  suspend,  as  aforesud,  all 
other  duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  Imported 
in  the  same,  which  may  exceed  the  duties  on  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Kpra  remarked  that  this  section  was  in- 
tended to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  meet  France,  in  case  that  Government 
should,  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  re- 
move the  existing  commercial  difilculties  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  by  repealing  what  was 
usually  termed  her  ^^  eighteen  dollar  act"  He 
did  not  say  what  probability  there  was  of  a  re- 
moval of  these  difficulties ;  he  coidd  only  say 
there  was  a  hope,  an  anxious  hope,  entertiuned 
for  their  removal — and,  shoold  that  event  hap- 
pily occur,  the  section  now  proposed  would 
enable  the  President  to  meet  promptly  any 
steps  which  France  might  take  towai^  so  de- 
sirable an  end. 
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The  amendment  was  adopted  without  objec- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

United  States  Militia  Mnea. 

The  bin  Testing  in  the  respective  States  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  sJl  fines  assessed 
for  the  non-performance  of  militia  dutj  daring 
the  late  war,  was  taken  np  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  FoTDi^Y,  BO  as  to  limit  it  to  the  State  of 
Pennsjlvania,  and  after  a  short  discussion,  the 
biB  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

While  the  above  bill  was  under  discussion — 

Iff.  LowKiB  said,  that,  when  he  first  intro- 
daeed  this  bill,  he  had  given  an  abstract  of  some 
of  the  fi&cts  and  principles  involved  in  it  At 
that  time  he  had  intended,  when  the  bill  came 
up  for  consideration,  to  have  given  a  fiill  and 
detailed  exposition  of  the  whole  subject ;  but, 
as  the  session  was  so  near  a  close,  he  would 
limit  his  remarks  as  much  as  justice  to  tiie  sub- 
ject would  permit. 

The  United  States,  said  Mr.  L.,  could  not  have 
collected  these  fines  but  for  the  assistance  of  the 
8tate.  This  is  a  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Senate. 

At  the  time  these  delinquencies  happened, 
there  was  no  law  on  this  subject  but  the  act  of 
the  Congress  of  1796.  That  act  provided  for 
the  pimishment  of  delinquents  by  courts-mar- 
tial,  but  did  not  specify  how,  when,  or  by  whom, 
aaeh  courts-martial  should  be  selected  and  or- 
ganized. To  every  practical  purpose,  therefore. 
on  thia  point,  the  act  of  Oongrees  was  a  dead 
letter,  and  any  individual,  with  a  knowledge  of 
this  circumstance,  might  set  at  defiance  every 
reqniaition  made  for  nis  services  in  defence  of 
the  oonntij. 

The  principles  of  law  which  govern  this  sub- 
ject are  now,  in  some  measure,  settied  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  The  distmction 
is  there  laid  down  and  supported,  between  an 
order  and  a  requisition.  If  the  Secretary  of 
War,  onder  the  authority  of  the  President)  issues 
an  order  to  any  officer  holding  a  military  com- 
mission under  the  State  autiiority,  all  fines, 
ariang  from  delinquencies  under  tiiat  order, 
belong,  of  right)  to  the  United  States.  But  if  a 
requisition  is  made  to  the  Executive  of  the 
State,  the  fines  arising  from  delinquencies  belong 
to  the  State. 

These  principles  have  also  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Executive  branch  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  an  extent  sufficient  for  my  present 
object  During  the  time  my  colleague  was 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  soihe  doubts  were 
entertained  whether  the  power  of  remitting 
these  fines  was  in  the  IVesidont  of  the  United 
States  or  the  executive  of  the  State.  On  the 
8th  January,  1818,  in  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  the  opinion  of  the 
Prudent  was  requested  on  this  point  To  this 
request  the  following  answer  was  given : 


*'DEFAHKMEirr  OF  State,  April  14,  1818. 

"  Sib  :  I  am  directed  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
the  8th  January  last,  to  state  to  yoo,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  that  the  power  of  remitting  the  fines, 
in  the  coses  referred  to  therein,  is  not  vested  in  him, 
but  in  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

*'  As,  in  coming  to  this  conclusion,  it  was  necessary 
to  give  a  particular  examination,  both  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  the  statute  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
lating to  the  subject,  and  as  it  was,  for  some  time,  ex- 
pected that  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  case  involving  the  question,  might 
have  rendered  any  further  proceedings,  on  the  part  of 
the  President,  in  relation  to  it,  unnecessary,  this  an- 
swer has  been,  much  to  his  regret,  delayed  until  thiff 
time.  In  communicating  it  to  you,  I  am  further  di- 
rected to  request  you  would  manifest  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  high  satisfaction  he  has  taken  in 
remarkix^  the  promptitude  and  e£Sciency  with  which 
the  requisition  upon  the  Commonwealth,  on  the  occa» 
slon  to  which  these  transactions  refer,  was  answered 
and  complied  wiib,  and  the  liberal  and  patriotic  spirit 
with  which  the  State  contributed  her  support  to  the 
defence  of  the  countxy. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

"JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS." 

As  the  case  is  now  decided,  the  State  acted 
gratuitously,  in  placing  these  fines  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  General  Government  But,  it  must 
be  recoUected^that)  at  that  period,  the  law  was 
not  settied.  when  the  militia  law  of  the  State 
passed,  in  1814, 1  was  then  in  that  Legidatnre. 
This  very  provision  embarrassed  the  Legisla- 
ture; and  some  of  our  members  of  Congress 
were  requested  to  procure  such  information  as 
was  at  Washington,  on  this  subject  But  noth- 
ing satisfactory  was  received,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  was  obliged  to  act  from  the 
best  lights  they  had.  It  will,  at  least,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  they  took  the  most  patriotic  side. 
It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  that  State  to 
discuss  principles  of  right  with  the  Federal 
Government,  when  the  enemy  was  at  the  door. 
The  Legislature,  by  the  act  of  1814,  supplied 
the  defect  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  1795,  and, 
lest  the  public  service  should  be  injured,  they 
agreed  to  your  unreasonable  provision,  that  the 
I^ited  States  should  be  ftimi^ed  with  the  men, 
and  have  the  fines  besides. 


Wednesday,  May  8. 
jAod  Mine  Leasee  on  the  Upper  Mmieeippi, 
Mr.  BBinx)N,  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  founded  upon  the  Message  of 
the  President  received  last  night,  covering  a  re- 
port from  the  Ordnance  branch  of  the  War  De- 
partment, on  the  subject  of  lead  mine  leases  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  He  would  ex- 
plain the  grounds  upon  which  the  resolution 
would  be  predicated.  The  Ordnance  report 
showed,  that  a  set  of  rules  had  been  adopted  for 
leases  of  lead  mines,  in  virtue  of  a  supposed 
power  in  the  act  of  Congress,  of  March  8d,  1807. 
Mr.  B.  was  of  opinion  that  the  act  did  not  in 
&ot,  nor  could  not  in  law,  impart  such  power. 
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The  lead  mines  were  national  property,  and,  as 
such,  it  belonged  to  Congress  alone  to  make 
roles  for  their  disposition.  He  referred  to  the 
constitntion,  and  contended  that  Congress  conld 
not,  if  it  wonld,  devolve  upon  others  the  power 
which  that  instmment  had  given  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  alone,  to  dispose  of  the 
national  property.  The  report  also  showed  that 
two  leases  (provisionally)  for  160  acres  each, 

rn  the  application  of  the  honorable  Biohabd 
Johnson,  had  been  made  this  winter  to 
Messrs.  J.  Johnson  and  others,  of  Kentucky,  to 
be  taken  where  the  lessees  please,  between  Lake 
Michigan  and  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  to  endure 
for  three  years,  with  the  right  of  renewal,  free 
of  rent  for  two  years,  and  paying  one-tenth  of 
the  ore  raised  on  the  third,  and  a  stipulation 
about  paying  for  improvements.  The  lease 
purported  to  be  conditional,  but  seemed  to  be  in 
a  train  of  execution.  The  lessees  were  authorized 
forthwith  to  make  their  selection  and  go  to 
work.  An  officer  of  artillery  (Lieutenant  Bur- 
dine)  had  been  ordered  to  meet  the  lessees  at 
the  Great  Crossings,  in  Kentucky,  on  the  first 
of  March,  and  proceed  with  them  to  select  the 
mine.  A  small  detachment  of  regular  troops 
were  to  g^ve  them  support  and  countenance. 
Three  Lidian  agents  have  been  directed  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  proceed  with  the 
lessees,  to  explain  to  the  Indians  the  views  of 
the  Government  in  making  the  leases,  and  se- 
curing the  lessees  in  the  uninterrupted  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work.  Mr.  B.  took  two  objections 
to  these  leases : 

1.  Disadvantageous  to  the  Eepublio. 

2.  Illegal. 

Fint,  Disadvantageous,  he  said,  because  the 
mines  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  lease  were 
worth  an  immense  sum,  and  were  parted  with 
for  a  song.  The  leases  would  be  located  on  Uie 
left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  between  Ouisconsin 
and  Rock  Biver,  Mr.  B.  showed  a  table  of  the 
Indian  trade  at  8t  Louis,  in  1816,  which  ex- 
hibited the  quantity  of  180,000  pounds  weight 
of  lead  sold  by  the  Indians  from  these  mines,  to 
the  fur  traders.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Bracken- 
ridge's  Views  of  Louisiana,  page  65,  to  show 
that,  in  1811,  the  same  item  amounted  to  500,- 
000  pounds  weight.  At  five  cents  a  pound,  the 
average  price  at  St.  Louis,  the  first  of  these 
quantities  would  command  $9,000,  and  the  sec- 
and  $26,000.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  richness  of 
these  mines  was  known  to  everybody  at  St 
Louis,  and  if  there  let  out  at  auction,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  upon  due  notice,  would  have 
commanded  an  immense  sum. 

Second,  These  leases  were  illegal,  because 
the  act  of  1807,  upon  which  the  lessor  relied, 
was  special,  and  would  exclude  the  present 
lessees.  Mr.  B.  read  the  act,  and  argued  that  it 
did  not  extend  to  the  whole  United  States,  but 
'  only  to  territory  ceded  by  foreign  powers, 
(Louisiana,)  or  by  some  State.  The  mines  in 
question  were  on  the  Yirginia  cession,  and 
would  not  exclude  the  lessees  upon  that  hmita- 
tion.    But  there  waa  another,  which  applied  to  I 


the  persons  capable  of  taking  the  lease,  which 
would  exclude  them.  The  lessor  relied  upon 
the  proviso  to  the  2d  section,  (volume  4,  Lawa 
U.  S.,  page  119.)  That  proviso  has  relation 
back  to  the  persons  described  in  the  preceding 
part ;  and  they  must  be,  Ist,  persons  settled 
upon  a  half  section  of  land  at  the  time  of  the 
cession;  2d,  settled  there  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  act,  (8d  March,  1807 ;)  8d,  and 
who  ^ould  apply  for  the  lease  before  &e  1st  of 
January,  1808.  To  "such  applicant,''  when 
the  half  section  includes  a  lead  mine,  the  Presi- 
dent may  "  grant  permission  to  work  the  same," 
and  cause  "  such  mine"  to  be  leased  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  present  lessees  were  exclud- 
ed upon  all  three  of  these  limitations.  Thej 
were  Eentuckians,  who  never  did  reside  upon 
the  half  section,  and  did  not  apply  for  their 
lease  tiU  the  wmter  of  182W2.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  Oongress  had  twice  shown  that  they  un- 
derstood the  act  as  he  did— 4n  1816,  when  tbeT 
re-enacted  this  section  for  one  year,  and  toox 
in  the  persons  then  settled,  and  who  should  ap- 
ply before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1817 ; 
and  in  1817,  when  the  same  section  was  con- 
tinued open  for  settle]^  till  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1818.    He  said  the  United  States  Sn- 

Ereme  Court,  in  the  late  Territory  of  Miasoari, 
ad  decided  the  same  way.  He,  Mr.  B.,  was 
counsel  for  Wilson,  and  others,  sued  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  United  States  for  about  $25JM)0  of 
rent  for  leases  under  the  act  of  1807.  He  de- 
murred for  want  of  power  in  the  lessor,  and  the 
plalhtiff  was  amerced,  pro  faUo  clamcr^  suo» 
Many  leases  had  been  made  in  MiasourL  He 
never  heard  of  but  one  who  paid,  Partenai,  a 
Frenchman,  who  paid  $2,800  on  the  first  lease^ 
as  Mr.  B.  had  been  informed. 

Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  another  consideration 
connected  with  this  lease — ^the  illegality  and 
disadvantage  of  it  out  of  the  question — the  In- 
dians would  appear  as  a  party,  under  circum- 
stances of  powerful  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Government.  They  daim  these 
mines.  They  are  weak — ^we  are  strong.  They 
have  the  possession — we  have  the  words  of  a 
treaty.  Mr.  B.  would  state  the  case  as  fidrly 
as  he  could  for  both  parties.  In  1804  the  Saoa 
and  Foxes  ceded  the  country  between  the  Ouis- 
consin and  Bock  River  QncJuding  the  mines  in 
question)  to  the  United  States;  ^e  ChippewaSi 
Ottawas,  and  Potawatamies.  disputed  thdr 
title.  In  1816  a  treaty  was  held  with  the  three 
latter  tribes,  and  the  dispute  with  the  United 
States  was  compromised  by  a  division  of  the 
disputed  tract :  a  line  was  agreed  upon  to  run 
west  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  left  bank  of  tbe  Mississippi;  the  United 
States  taking  what  was  to  the  south,  and  the 
three  tribes  taking  that  which  was  to  the  north, 
with  the  exception  of  one  reserve  of  three 
leagues  square,  to  include  the  fort  at  Prairie  da 
Ghien,  and  with  the  reserve  of  *^6ueh  other 
tracts  at  or  near  the  Ouisconsin  and  Missis- 
sippi, as  the  President  may  think  proper  to  ze> 
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Wire;  such  tracts  not  exceeding  five  leagues 
square."  (6  vol.  Laws  United  States,  page 
810.)  The  question,  as  it  concerns  the  Indians^ 
said  3Cr.  B.,  arises  out  of  the  last  reserve.  The 
tracts  are  not  designated ;  it  is  left  to  the  Presi- 
dent. The  Indians  deny  that  they  intended 
that  the  mines  should  he  taken,  and  have  often 
threatened  to  kill  any  white  people  who  should 
attempt  to  work  them.  It  is  dear  that  an  op- 
position is  now  apprehended,  for  the  present 
lessees  are  accompanied  by  a  triumyirate  of 
pacificators  to  quiet  the  Indians,  and  a  military 
demonstration  to  overawe  them.  Mr.  B.  thought 
that  the  lessees  ought  to  be  arrested,  if  not  for 
the  enormous  injury  doaQ  the  Bepublio  in  the 
lease,  at  least  for  its  illegality  and  severity  to- 
wards the  Indians. 

Mr.  B.  apologized  for  troubling  the  Senate  at 
the  last  moment  of  the  session.  He  could  not 
do  it  sooner.  The  report  was  only  received  the 
night  before,  and  he  could  not  resist  a  sense  of 
duty  which  compelled  him  to  lay  a  resolution 
on  the  table.  Mr.  B.  then  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

Betcittdf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  Lead 
Ifine  leaaes  made  with  James  Johnson,  and  others, 
of  Eentocky,  communicated  to  the  Senate  in  the 
PZMidenfa  Message  of  May  7th. 

Mr.  EnwABDS,  of  Illinois,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  Since  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  has  thought 
proper,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to 
bring  this  subject  before  the  Senate,  and  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  which  it  is  now  impossible  to 
act  upon,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  if  the 
ImpatieDce  of  gentlemen  to  adjourn  did  not  pre- 
clude all  hope  of  commanding  attention  to  a 
dryt  legal  investigation,  I  think  I  could  most 
sads&ctorily  demonstrate  that  the  construction 
which  the  gentleman  has  given  to  the  law  of 
180T,  and  from  which  he  infers  the  illegality 
of  the  leases  referred  to  in  his  resolution,  \b 
most  palpably  erroneous. 

That  his  is  opposed  to  the  contemporaneous 
and  practical  construction  which  has  been  given 
to  the  law,  by  all  those  whose  duty  it  has  been 
to  execute  it,  is  plainly  to  be  inferred,  even  fi^m 
the  fact  stated  by  himself  V  that  many  leases 
under  it  had  been  made  in  Missouri." 

The  same  construction,  however,  has  uni- 
f<Hmly  governed  in  a  variety  of  other  cases  of 
the  greatest  notoriety.  That  the  nation  has 
sanctioned  it,  is  evident,  not  only  from  its  ac- 
quiescence, for  the  last  fifteen  years,  in  all  those 
caaes,  but  from  positive  acts  of  legislation  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  them,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  the  Wabash  Saline,  in  Illinois. 

The  clause  of  the  law  to  which  the  gentleman 
re&rs,  embraces  "  salt  springs  "  as  weU  as  "  lead 
mines,"  and  the  authority  to  lease  the  one,  with 
every  limitation  prescribed,  equally  applies  to 
the  other.  The  duty  of  executing  this  law,  un- 
til very  recently,  appertained  to  the  Treasury 
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Department,  the  records  of  which  will  prove 
that  all  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have 
presided  over  that  Department,  and  every  Pres- 
ident, since  the  Sd  March,  1807,  have  sanction- 
ed, or  exercised  the  power,  now,  for  the  first 
time,  discovered  to  be  a  usurpation. 

The  first  lease  of  the  Wabash  Saline  wss  exe- 
cuted by  Governor  Harrison,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  Kentuckians.  All  the 
subsequent  leases  of  it  were  executed  by  myself 
under  the  direction  of  the  same  eentleman,  and 
his  successors  in  of3ce.  By  his  curections,  also, 
I  leased  a  large  body  of  land,  including  a  lead 
mine,  in  Illinois,  to  William  Ficklen,  of  Ken- 
tucky. In  1816  or  *17,  leases  were  made  of  a 
salt  spring  on  Big  Muddy  River,  in  Illinois,  and 
of  the  very  mines  referred  to  by  the  resolution 
submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  which 
were  vastly  more  extensive,  and  less  guarded 
than  those  now  objected  to,  and  I  presume  all 
those  leases  may  be  found  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment Other  similar  instances  might  be  re- 
ferred to,  but,  sir,  it  would  be  but  a  useless 
waste  of  time  to  multiply  the  evidences  of  the 
universally  received  construction  and  practical 
exposition  that  has  heea  uniformly  given  to  this 
law. 

But,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  R,  were  this  a 
case  of  the  first  impression,  there  is  nothing, 
either  in  the  letter,  or  intention  of  the  law,  to 
warrant  the  gentleman^s  construction.  The 
law  is  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  prevent  settlements 
being  made  on  land  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
until  authorized  by  law."  Its  provisions  accord 
well  with  its  title,  some  of  them  containing 
severe  prohibitions  against  unlawful,  and  others 
prescribing  the  means  of  obtaining  authorized 
settlements.  In  the  latter  it  was  dedared  that 
all  persons  settled  upon  public  land,  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  act  who  should,  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  first  of  January  following,  ap- 
ply to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  &c.,  for 
that  pmrpose,  should  obtain  permission  to  oc* 
cupy  their  settlements,  as  tenants  at  the  will  of 
the  Government,  upon  certain  specified  condi- 
tions, with  the  exception,  however,  of  all  tracts 
of  land,  including  lead  mines,  or  salt  springs.. 
To  tracts  of  this  description  the  power  of  the 
Register  did  not  extend.  Nor  was  it  intended  to 
secure  to  the  settlers  the  benefit  of  any  settle* 
ments  thereon.  These  tracts  were  expressly 
reserved  for  the  disposition  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  a  nroviso  in  the  following 
words,  viz :  ^'  That  in  all  cases  where  the  tract 
of  land  applied  for  includes  either  a  lead  mine 
or  salt  spring,  no  permission  to  work  the  same 
shall  be  granted,  without  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stat^  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  such  mines  or  springs  to  be 
leased  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  and 
on  such  conditions  as  he  shall  think  p;roper." 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  says,  '^  this  pro- 
viso has  relation  back  to  the  persons  described 
in  the  preceding  part."  It  has,  indeed,  .such 
^'  relation  back  "  to  those  persons,  so  &r  as  to 
negative  and  exdude  the  exclusive  ohdm,.on 
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their  part,  for  whioh  he  oontends,  and  to  limit 
the  power  of  the  register.  But  it  has  also  a  re- 
lation forward,  as  a  distinct  substantive  grant 
of  power  to  the  President,  to  lease  all  snch 
'^  mines  and  salt  springs,"  without  any  of  the 
limitations  imposed  upon  the  register,  as  to  per- 
sons, "  for  the  term  of  three  years,  on  snch  con- 
ditions as  he  shall  think  proper." 

The  provisions  in  relation  to  the  permission 
to  be  granted  to  the  settlers,  were  to  expire,  by 
their  own  limitation,  within  a  short  time. 
Those  settlers  conld  claim  na  benefit,  under  the 
law,  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  succeeding 
January.  The  power  to  lease  the  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
with  the  latitude  of  discretion  allowed  to  the 
President,  contemplated  regulations  of  a  per- 
manent character,  to  be  executed  as  well  i^r 
as  before  the  first  day  of  January,  and  must  be 
considered  wholly  independent  of  any  claims 
which  the  intruders  upon  public  land — the  vio- 
lators of  a  law  of  the  United  States— could  have 
upon  the  Government. 

But,  though  the  gentleman  admits  that  those 
mines  are  **  national  property,"  and  complains 
most  bitterly  of  the  immense  sacrifice  of  the 
public  interest,  in  the  two  leases  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  each,  that  are  the  sulject  of  his 
denunciation ;  yet,  he  contends  that  the  Presi- 
dent's power  of  leasing  is  confined  exclusively 
to  the  squatters  that  happen  to  be  on  mineral 
lands.  How,  let  me  aak,  would  the  public  in- 
terest be  better  consulted  by  enforcing  such  an 
unreasonable  limitation?  There  is  none  such 
annexed  to  the  power  granted  to  the  President, 
and  no  implication  can  warrant  it ;  for  there  is 
nothing  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  those 
squatters  were  such  favorites  that  the  legisla- 
ture intended  to  secure  to  them  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  leasing,  and  that,  too,  without  the 
possibUity  of  competition,  the  valuable  mines 
which  the  gentleman  has  described,  and  to 
which  every  other  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  an  equal  claim. 

The  gentleman,  however,  has  satisfied  him- 
self that  Congress  has  given  a  legislative  con- 
struction to  the  law  conformably  to  his  own ; 
for,  says  he,  "  Congress  had  twice  shown  that 
they  understood  l£e  act  as  he  did — ^in  1816, 
when  thej  re-enacted  this  section  for  one  year, 
and  took  m  the  persons  then  settled,  who  should 
apply  before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1817;  and 
in  1817,  when  the  same  section  was  continued 
open  to  the  setters  till  the  4th  day  of  Karch, 
1818."  But  here,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  gentle- 
man labors  under  a  great  mistake.  In  neither 
of  these  laws  is  the  section  referred  to  re-enacted. 
They  provide  temporarily  for  settlers  only,  and 
extend  to  them  all  the  rights,  privileges,  or 
benefits,  that  had  been  or  were  intended  to  be 
granted  to  others  in  the  like  situation.  The 
proviso  in  these  laws  is  in  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  That  in  all  cases  where  the  tract  of  land 
applied  for  includes  either  a  lead  mine  or  salt 
spring,  no  permission  to  work  the  same  shall 
be   grantea  without  the  approbation  of  the 


President  of  the  United  States."  But  that  part 
of  the  section,  in  the  law  of  1807^  which  con* 
fers  upon  Uie  President  the  power  of  leasing 
lead  mines  and  salt  springs,  is  not  re-enacted, 
doubtless  because  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
temporary,  or  to  apply  excludvely  to  the  set- 
tlers, as  the  gentleman  supposes.  [Here  Mr. 
Edwabds,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Eine,  of 
New  York,  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  lay  th^ 
resolution  on  the  table.] 

AdjaummenU 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  farther 
communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  they  are  readv  to  a^oum,  and  oon- 
curred  therein.  And  Mr.  Eino,  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Maook,  were  appointed  tiie  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Joint  com- 
mittee, reported  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

A  message  was  then  received  Sfrom  the  House 
of  Representatives,  notifying  the  Senate,  that 
the  House,  having  finished  ^e  business  before 
them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

The  Secretary  was  then  directed  to  inform 
the  House,  that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the 
business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 
Whereupon,  the  Pbesidbnt  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate without  day. 


EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGa 

Military  Organisation, 
In  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

AprU,  80, 1822. 
Ordffred^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from   the  following   proceedings  and 
documents,  and  that  they  be  printed. 


MoNDAT^  January  22, 1822. 
The  following  written  Message  was  received 
fi'om  the  Pbbsident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  BenaU  of  the  United  SttUe$: 

1  nominate  the  persons  whose  names  are  stated  in 
the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  for 
the  appointments  therein  respectively  proposed  for 
them. 

The  changes  in  tiie  army,  growing  oat  of  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  Maxch,  1821,  *'  To  reduce  and  fix  the 
Militaiy  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States," 
are  exhibited  in  the  official  register  for  the  year  182i2, 
hex«with  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Senate. 

Under  the  late  organisation  of  the  artilleiy  am, 
with  the  exception  of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
light  artilleiy^  there  were  no  grades  higher  than  Uev- 
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tenant-oolonel  reoogniied.  Three  of  the  four  colonels 
of  utnierjr  provided  for  by  the  act  of  CongreBs  of  the 
2d  of  Mmrch,  1821,  were  conadcred,  therefore,  as 
original  Taoandea,  to  be  filled,  as  the  good  of  the . 
sarrioe  ndg^t  dictate,  from  the  army  corps. 

The  pay  department  being  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  Ifilitaiy  Establishment,  and  within  the  meaning 
of  the  above-recited  act  oonstiitating  one  of  the  oorps 
of  the  army,  the  then  Paymaster  General  was  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments.  A  contrary 
coostmctaon,  which  wonld  have  limited  the  oorps 
specified  in  ^e  12th  section  of  the  act  to  the  line  of 
the  Army,  wonld  eqnally  have  excluded  all  the  other 
bnnchea  of  the  staff,  as  well  as  that  of  tiie  pay  de- 
paiteient,  whidi  was  expressly  comprehended  among 
ibom  to  be  reduced.  Snch  a  oonstmction  did  not 
seem  to  be  anthorixed  by  the  act,  since,  by  its  general 
tenns,  it  was  infened  to  have  been  intended  to  give  a 
power  of  sofficient  extent  to  make  the  reduction,  by 
which  so  many  were  to  be  disbanded,  operate  with  as 
filtle  inoonyenience  as  possible  to  the  parties.  Act- 
ing on  these  views,  and  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  General  Officers,  who  were  called  in,  on 
acooont  of  their  knowledge  and  experience,  to  aid  the 
Executive  in  so  delicate  a  service,  I  thought  it  prop- 
er to  appoint  Colonel  Towson  to  one  of  the  new 
regiments  of  artilleiy,  it  being  a  corps  in  which  he 
had  eminently  distinguished  himself,  and  acquired 
great  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  late  war. 

In  reooncifing  eonfiicting  claims,  provision  for  four 
officers  of  distinction  oould  only  be  made,  in  grades 
ittfisrior  to  those  which  they  formerly  held.  Their 
names  are  submitted,  with  the  nomination  for  the 
brevet  rank  of  the  grades  from  which  they  were  sever- 
ally reduced. 

It  is  proper,  also,  to  observe  that,  as  it  was  found 
difficult,  in  execu^Dg  the  act,  to  retain  each  officer  in 
the  corps  to  which  he  belonged,  the  power  of  trans- 
fening  officers  from  one  oorps  to  another  was  reserved 
in  the  general  orders  poblidied  in  the  re^ster,  till  the 
1st  day  of  January  last,  in  order  that,  upon  vacancies 
occainng,  those  who  had  been  put  out  of  their  proper 
corps  might,  as  far  as  possible,  be  restored  to  it.  Un- 
der this  reservation,  and  in  conformity  to  the  power 
vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  1st  section  of  the  75th 
artide  of  the  general  regulations  of  the  Army,  ap- 
proved by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  Ueutenanfr-Colonel  Mitchell,  of  the  corps  of 
artilleiy,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lindsay,  who  had  be- 
longed to  this  corps  before  the  late  reduction,  was 
transferred  back  to  it,  in  the  same  grade.  As  an  ad- 
ditiooal  motive  to  the  transfer,  it  had  the  effect  of 
preventing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  and  Major 
Woolley  being  reduced  to  lower  grades  than  those 
which  they  held  before  the  reduction,  and  Captain 
Cobb  from  being  disbanded  under  the  act.  These 
drcnznstanoes  were  considered  as  constituting  an  ex- 
tzaordinaiy  case,  within  the  meaning  of  the  section 
already  referred  to  of  the  regulations  of  the  Army. 
It  S%  however,  submitted  to  the  Senate  whether  tins 
is  a  case  requiring  their  confirmation — and,  in  case 
soch  ahoold  be  their  opinion,  it  is  submitted  to  them 
for  their  constitutional  oonfiimation. 

JAMES  MONROE 

WAaHxaoTOK,  Jaimary  17,  1822. 


Fbioat,  March  8. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bkhtok,  Bewhedy  That 
the  CommittM  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed 


to  make  a  report  to  the  Senate,  showing  the 
number  of  the  Colonels  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  their 
names,  dates  of  commission,  and  corps.  Also, 
showing  the  number  of  Colonels  in  service  un- 
der the  Peace  Establishment  of  1821,  their 
names,  the  highest  grade  before  held  by  them, 
the  date  of  tl^t  commission,  and  the  corps  to 
whidi  ^ey  belonged,  if  attached  to  any  corps. 
Also,  showing  the  number  of  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector Generals  in  service  on  the  said  2d  of 
March,  their  name&  the  highest  lineal  rank  pre- 
viously held  by  each  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  the  date  of  that  commission.  Also,  show- 
ing the  number  of  A^utant  and  Inspector 
Generals  in  service  under  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  1821,  their  names,  the  highest  lineal 
rank  previously  held  by  them,  and  the  date  of 
commission.  Also  a  list  of  all  transfers  and 
promotions  made  under  or  since  the  said  act  of 
March  22  showing  the  namee^  grades,  dates  of 
commissions,  and  corps  to  which  each  belonged 
at  the  time  of  the  transfer  or  promotion,  and  the 
office  to  which  transferred  or  promoted.  Also, 
showing  the  highest  lineal  rank  held  by  Colonel 
B.  Butler  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at 
any  time  before  the  said  2d  of  March,  the  time 
when,  and  his  rank  when  he  may  have  quit  the 
line  of  the  Anxnr;  and  the  grade  and  date  of 
commission  of  Migor  William  Bradford,  at  the 
time  aforesaid. 


Wednesdat,  March  18. 
Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  21st  of  January  nom- 
inating to  promotions  and  appointments  in  the 
Army,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
read : 

That  Colonel  Towson,  on  the  2d  day  of  March, 
1821,  was  Paymaster  General ;  that  he  held  neither 
rank  nor  command  in  the  Army ;  and,  not  belonging 
to  ai^  corps  of  the  Army,  the  President  had  no  power, 
under  the  law  reducing  and  fixing  the  Militaiy  Peace 
Establishment,  to  arrange  him  to  the  command  of 
one  of  the  regiments  retained  in  service  by  said  act. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  Colonel  Gads- 
den, on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  was  one  of  the  two 
Inspector  Grenerals  of  the  Army,  both  of  whom  were 
retained  in  service  by  the  act  reducing  the  Army ; 
that  there  were  two  Adjutant  Generals  in  service,  one 
of  whom  was  retained  in  service ;  and  the  President 
was  not  authorized  to  dismiss  both  of  them,  and  re- 
tain Colonel  Gadsden  as  Adjutant  Generai 

The  committee  further  report,  that  Colonel  Fen- 
wick,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  wus  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  light  artillery ;  that,  by  appointing  him 
to  the  conmiand  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  artillery, 
it  will  disband,  as  supernumerary,  a  full  colonel,  who, 
by  the  terms  of  the  law  of  the  2d  March,  1821,  was 
entitled  to  be  retained.  The  committee,  therefore, 
reoommend  that  the  Senate  do  not  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  nomination  of  Colonel  Fenwick. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  Generals  Ma- 
comb and  Atkinson,  Mi^rs  Bradford  and  Dalliba, 
are  nominated  to  grades  below  the  rank  they  for- 
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xnerly  held  in  the  Army ;  that  the  principle  of  razee 
was  recognized  hy  the  Senate  on  the  redaction  of  the 
Army,  in  1816 ;  and,  under  the  authority  of  that 
precedent,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  last 
four  mentioned  nominations  he  confirmed. 

Mr.  Williams,  fi'om  the  same  committee, 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  8th  instant,  re- 
ported the  Army  Register  of  May  17,  1821 ; 
which  was  read. 


Thttbsdat,  March  14. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomina- 
tion of  Nathan  Towson  to  appointment  in  the 
Army,  as  contained  in  the  message  of  the  21st 
JanuaiT,  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Fbidat,  March  15. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Nathan  Towson;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 


Satubdat,  March  16. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  Nathan  Towson;  and,  on  the 
question,  "  Will  the  Senate  advise  and  consent 
to  this  appointment!"  it  was  determined  as 
follows: 

TxAs. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
MissisBippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loiusi- 
ana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Pairott,  Southard,  Stokes,  and 
Talbot— 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  C9ian- 
dler,  D  WoU;.  Dickerson,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Buggies,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,yan 
Dyke,  Wfuker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Musissippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee— 25. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Nathan 
Towson,  to  be  Colonel  of  tne  second  regiment 
of  artillery. 


Monday,  March  18. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nominar 
tion  of  James  Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant  General, 
contained  in  the  message  of  the  21st  January ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  acyonmed. 


Thubsdat,  March  21. 
The  Senate  resumed  the^consideration  of  the 
nomination  of  James  Gadsden  to  be  A^'ntant 
General,  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  21st 
January;  and  on  the  question,  *^  Will  the  Sen- 
ate advise  and  consent  to  this  appointment  ?" 
it  was  determined  as  follows : 

TxAS. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of  Louisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,*^  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 


ana, King  of  Alabama,  Sng  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Tianman,  Mills,  Otis,  Panott,  Southard,  Stokes,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi— 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Mains, 
Maoon,  Monill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Buron,  Yaa 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  WiUiams  of  Tennessee— 28. 


So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James 
Gadsden  to  be  Adjutant  GeneraL 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nom- 
ination of  Alexander  Macomb,  to  be  Oolonel  of 
the  Oorps  of  Engineers,  contained  in  the  last- 
mentioned  message;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
SiOTB,  ordered,  that  the  question,  ^Wul  the 
Senate  advise  and  consent  to  this  appoint- 
ment f'^  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  the  nomination  lie 
on  the  table. 


Fbidat,  March  82. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nominations  to  promotions  and  appointments 
in  the  Aimy,  as  contained  in  the  message  of 
the  21st  January,  and  not  before  acted  on. 

On  the  question,  S^Will  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  be  Oolonel  of  Engineers,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  Brigadier  General?" 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof^ 
which  was  determined  as  follows : 

Year — ^Meons.  Barbour,  Boaidman,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dkkerson,  Eaton,  Elfiott, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentoctky, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  Yoik,  Kn^^t,  Lan- 
man. Maoon,  Mills,  MoiTill,  Panott,  Pkasants, 
Souttuffd,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bniwn,  Van  D^e, 
Walker,  and  Williams  of  TennesBee~26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D^oU; 
Gaillard,  Hohnes  of  Maine,  Noble^  Palmer,  Buggies^ 
Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Wara— 14. 


The  vote  was  taken  on  the  second  member 
of  the  said  question,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown  of  Lonia- 
iana,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentndcy,  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, ^iig  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  Toik,  Lanman, 
Macon,  Mills,  Morrill,  Otis,  Panott,  Pleaauits,  Sey- 
mour, Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bnren,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  and  Williams  of  Tennesaeo 
2a 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Boaidman,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Diokeiaon,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Knight,  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Smith, 
Taylor,  and  Thomas    16. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Alexander 
Macomb,  agreeable  to  the  nomination. 

On  the  question,  *'Will  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Henry 
Atkinson,  to  be  Oolonel  of  the  sixth  regiment 
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of  in&Qtry,  viUi  the  brevet  rank  of  Brigadier 
General?'' 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof 
and  determined  as  follows: 

Tka& — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Boardman,  Brown  of 
LoniaiaTiii,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  £d- 
warda,  EUiott,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  ^CssiBappiy  John- 
ton  of  Kentuicky,  Jobnaon  of  Lonlaana,  Kiiig  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  Yoik,  Knight,  Lanman,  Macon, 
IfiOa,  MoiTi]],  Otis,  PantDtt,  Pleasants,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  and 
WiDiama  of  Tennessee— 29. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  D'Wolf, 
Gaillaid,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Noble,  Pahner,  Rngffles, 
Seymoor,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Wai»— 14. 

And  the  second  member  of  the  question  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
S^ate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Henry  Atkinson,  agreeably  to  the  nom- 
ination. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  sepa- 
rately, the  nominations  contained  in  said  mes- 
•age,  which  had  not  been  finally  acted  on ;  and, 
resolved,  that  they  do  advise  and  consent  to  the 
B^  appointments  agreeably  to  the  nominations, 
respectively,  with  tiie  exception  of  Samnel  B. 
Archer,  Daniel  Parker,  J.  B.  Fenwick,  and 
TVlBiam  Bradford ;  which  were,  on  motion,  or- 
dered to  be  postponed  to  Taesday  nexL 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SifiTH,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  /esterday  on  the  nomination  of  James 
Gadsden,  it  was  determined  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Baibonr,  Brown  of  Looisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Findlay,  Hdhnes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentooky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  oi  Alabama,  King  of 
NewToik,  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Par- 
rott»  Smith,  Sovthazd,  Stokes,  Williams  of  Mississip- 
pi—2a 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  D'Wolf, 
DickersoD,  Graillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Macon,  Mor- 
liD,  Pahner,  Pleasants,  Bnggles,  Seymonr,  Talbot, 
Ta^or,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
Ware,  and  Williamson  of  Tennessee— 21. 

On  the  question,  "WUl  the  Senate  advise 
and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James  Gads- 
den to  be  A^jntant  General?'^  it  was  deter- 
mined as  follows : 


YxAs^^Messrs.  Baibonr,  Brown  of  Loninana, 
Blown  of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott^  Findlay, 
Hohnes  of  Misnssippi,  Johnson  c^  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
Toik,  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Pairott,  Smith, 
Soothazd,  Stokes,  Wflliams  of  Mississippi— 21. 

Nats. — ^Messn^  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Chan- 
dler, DH^olf,  Diekerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
MaeoD,  Moixill,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Bogies, 
Seymonr,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van 
D^oe,  Walker,  Ware,  Williams  of  Tennessee— la 

8o  it  was  JBtewjMcLf  That  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  James 
Gadsden,  to  be  Adjutant  General* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbhton, 

Se$oksdj  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
A£G^  inqmre  into  the  fusts,  and  inform  the 


Senate,  whether  Colonel  Robert  Batler  has  re- 
signed, or  refhsed  to  accept  the  place  of  Colonel 
or  Lientenant  Colonel  in  the  Military  Peace  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  and  whether 
hifl  resignation  has  been  accepted. 


Tuesday,  March  261 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Pbbsidbnt  of  thb  UBirsD  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Having  executed  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
duce and  fix  the  Militaiy  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  on  great  consideration,  and  aoooid- 
in^  to  my  best  judgment ;  and,  inferring  from  the 
rejection  of  the  nomination  of  Colonel.  Towson  and 
Colonel  Gadsden,  officers  of  very  distinguished  merit^ 
that  the  view  which  I  took  of  that  law,  has  not  been 
well  understood,  I  hereby  withdraw  all  the  nomina- 
tions on  which  the  Senate  has  not  decided,  until  I  can 
make  a  more  full  commuxucation  and  explanation  of 
that  view,  and  of  the  principles  on  which  I  have  act- 
ed, in  the  dischaige  of  that  very  delicate  and  impor- 
tant duty. 

JAMES  MONBOB. 

WASHmoToir,  March  2%  1822. 

The  Message  was  read. 


Fbidat,  April  12. 
The  following  Message,  from  the  Pbbsidxrt 
of  the  United  States,  was  received : 


[After  an  argument  in  justification  of  the  i 
in  which  tiie  act  reducing  the  army  had  been  exe- 
cuted, and  giving  his  reasons  for  renominating  the 
rejected  officers,  the  President  makes  the  renomxnar 
tions.] 
Tb  the  Senate  of  ths  United  Statee  : 

I  renominate  Nathan  Towson,  to  be  Colonel  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  artillery. 

James  (xadsden,  to  be  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

WAsmNOTOK,  Apra  12,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  ^itary  Affairs,  to  connder  and  report 
thereon;  and  that  it  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  under  an  mjnnotion  of  se- 
orecy. 

On  motion.  Ordered^  That  the  Message  of  the 
2lBt  January  last,  nominating  to  promotions 
and  appointments  in  the  Army,  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Militiffy  Afikirs,  further 
to  oontider  and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be 
reprinted  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy. 

On  motion,  Ord&red,  That  the  Message  of  the 
26th  March,  withdrawing  certain  nominations 
to  appointments  in  the  Army,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  under  an  ii^jnnction  of 
secrecy. 
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MosTDAT,  April  29. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  connder  the  mes- 
sage of  the  12th  of  AprO,  nominating  Nathan 
Towson  and  James  Gadsden  to  mifitarj  ap- 
pointments^ together  with  the  report  of  the 
jCilitary  Committee  therenpon* 

On  die  question,  "  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towson 
to  be  Oolonel  of  the  second  re^ment  of  artil- 
lery ?''  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
17,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Measia  Barbour,  Brown  of  Loiiisiana, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  'Eaton,  Edwards,  Fiodlay,  Hohnes 
of  MiBBinippi,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Johmioa  of 
Loaidaaa,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lamnan,  Par- 
rott,  Rodney,  Soathard,  Stokes,  and  Talbot 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  B^ton,  Chandler,  Didc- 
erson,  GaiUaid,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New 
Yoik,  IJoyd,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  MorrQl,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Pleaaanti,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas, 


Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Ware,  WiBiams  of 
Bfississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  question,  <<  Will  the  Senate  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  James  Gadsden 
to  he  Adjutant  Genera]  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative— yeas  17,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Baiboor,  Brown  of  Loniaiaiia, 
Brown  of  Ohio^  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hohnes  of 
Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  JohnikMi  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama,  Knigh^  Lamnan,  Parrot^ 
Rodney,  Southard,  Stokes,  and  Williams  ofMisnssmpi. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Chandler,  Dick- 
erson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  New  Toirk. 
lioyd,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  Monill,  NoUe,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Boggles,  Seymoor,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taykr, 
Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  Wars,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  not 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Na- 
than Towson  and  James  Gaosden. 
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SEVENTEENTH  CONaRESS -FIRST  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


MoHDAT,  December  8, 1821. 
At  12  o'dook,  the  Olerk  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  Mr.  Thomas  Dotjohebtt,  took 
bis  place,  and  called  the  roll  of  the  members, 
pUTsuant  to  usage.  Wherenpon,  the  following 
gentlemen  answered  to  their  names : 

Fr<m  Nev  ^amnjAira-^odah  Butler,  Matthew 
Harvey,  William  Plumer,  jr.,  Kathaniel  Upham,  and 
Thomas  Whipple,  jr. 


•  LIST  OF  BEPSESSNTATIYES. 

JTofM.— Joshua  Cnsliman,  Joseph  Dane,  Ebenexer 
HMTiek,  lisrk  Lu  Hill,  Enoch  linooln,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
WiUlun  D.  WUUamson. 

Ifme  i7a«sMMrs.-Jo6iah  BaOer,  Matthew  Harrej,  Wil- 
liam Plamer,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Upham,  Aaron  Watson,  Thomas 
Whipple,  jr. 

ifasMMsJhiMtffc— Samnel  C  Allen,  Gideon  Barstow,  Fran- 
cis BayUes,  Lewis  Blgelow,  Heniy  W.  Dwight, William  Ens- 
tiS)  Timothy  Fuller,  Bei\)amln  Gorham,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jere- 
miah Kelson,  John  Beed,  Jonathan  BnsselL 

JBiods  JdancL— Job  Dnrfee,  Bamnel  Eddy. 

Oma^eUevL—lSoyeB  Barber,  Daniel  Borrows,  Henry  W. 
Edwards,  Gideon  Tomlinson,  John  Bnsa,  Ansel  Sterling, 
Sbenecer  Btoddard. 

FsrwknML— Samnel  0.  Crafts,  Ellas  Keys,  Bollin  a  Hal- 
laiy,  John  llattoeks,  Charles  Bich,  Phineas  White. 

2^4910  rbri::— Oharles  Borland,  jr.,  Chnrchill  C  Cambreleng, 
Bamnel  Campbell,  Gadwallader  D.  Golden,  Alft«d  ConUing, 
John  J>.  Dickinson,  John  Gebhard,  John  Hawks,  Thomas 
H.  Hnhbard,  Joseph  Kirkland,  El^ah  Litchfield,  Biehard 
XeOarty,  John  L  Morgan,  Walter  Patterson,  Jeremiah  H. 
PierMm,  Kathaniel  Pitcher,  Solomon  Tan  Benaselaer,  Wil- 
1km  Bw  Bochester,  Charles  H.  Bnggles,  Peter  Sharpe,  Eli- 
jah Bpenoer,  John  W.  Taylor,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Beaben 
H.  Walworth,  Bllas  Wood,  David  Woodcock,  WiUlam  W. 
VanWyck. 

Jfsw  ./era^.— Ephraim  Bateman,  George  Caasedy,  Lewis 
Ocmdict,  George  Holcombe,  James  Matlack,  Bamnel  Swan. 

Pemuytoaft^Ow—Henry  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  James 
Buchanan,  William  Darlington,  George  Denlson,  Samuel 
Edwards,  Patrick  Farrelly,  Samuel  Groaa,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, Thomas  G.  McCuUoh,  James  McSherry,  WUllam  Mil- 
aor,  Jamea  8.  Mitchell^  Samuel  Moore,  Thomas  Murray, 
Thomas  Patterson,  John  Philips,  George  Plumer,  Thomas 
J.  Bogers,  John  Sergeant,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Tod,  Lnd- 
wig  Worman. 

J)tiawan,—IjoaSM  MoLane,  Cssar  A.  Bodney. 


JFVom  MauachuetU — Samuel  G.  Alien,  Gideon  Bar- 
stow,  Francis  Bavlies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Heniy  W 
Dwight,  William  Eostis,  Timoihj  Fuller,  Bonjamin 
Gorham,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Reed,  and  Jonathan  RusseU. 

Fnm  Rhode  Idand— Job  Durfee,  Samuel  Eddy. 

From  Canneeticut — ^Noyes  Barber,  Daniel  Burrows, 
Henrjr  W.  Edwards^  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Ellas  Keys, 
Bollm  C.  Mallaiy,  John  Mattocki,  Charles  Rich,  and 
Phineas  White. 


Jfaryton<2.— Thomas  Bayly,  Jeremiah  Causden,  Joseph 
Kent,  Peter  Little,  Baphael  Keale,  John  Kelson,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  B.  Warfleld,  Bobert  Wright 

Virginia,— Uxrk  Alexander,  William  8.  Archer,  William 
Lee  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell  Bassett,  John  Floyd, 
Bobert  8.  Gamett,  Edward  B.  Jackson,  James  Jones,  Jabes 
Leftwich,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas  L. 
Moore,  Hugh  Kelson,  Thomas  Kewton,  John  Bandolph, 
Arthur  Smith,  William  Sniith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew 
Stevenson,  Thomas  Tan  Swearengen,  George  Tucker,  Jared 
Williams. 

Jfbri\  CtoroMfia.— Hntchings  G.  Burton,  William  & 
Blaokledge,  Honry  Conner,  Josiah  Crudup,  Weldon  K. 
Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  MoKeill,  Bomulus  M.  Saunders,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Felix  Walker,  Lewis  Williams. 

Sovih  OiroMfko.— James  Blair,  Joseph  Gist,  William 
Lowndes,  George  McDuffee,  Thomas  B.  Mitchell,  Jamea 
Overstreet,  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  John  Wilson. 

^sor^o.— Joel  Abbot,  Alfred  Cuthbert,  George  B.  Gil- 
mer, Bobert  Baymond  Beid,  Edward  F.  Tatnall,  Wiley 
Thompson. 

Kentuety.^Jtaaei  D.  Breckenridge,  Benjamin  Hardia, 
Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Thomas  MetcaUh, 
Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony  Kew,  George  Bobertson, 
John  Speed  Smith,  David  Trimble,  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

T^mneMM.— Bobert  Allen,  Henry  H.  Bryan,  Kewtoa 
Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  John  Bhea. 

OAio.— Levi  Barber,  John  W.  Campbell,  David  Chambers* 
Thomas  B.  Boss,  John  Sloane,  Joseph  Tanoe. 

ZovMatuL—JoeiAh.  Stoddard  Johnston. 

/fMfiona.— William  Hendricks. 

ins«iM<i;!pi— Christopher  Bankln. 

iB<»ofo.— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

jita^Ofno.— Gabriel  Moore. 

JKlssoiiri.— John  Boott 

JOckigan  rerHtory.— Solomon  Sibley,  DOeQaU, 

Arkanta$  rsrrAory.— James  Woodson  Bates,  DdegaU, 
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From  New  Torb — Charles  Borland,  jr.,  Chnrchill 
C.  Cambreleiig,  Samuel  Campbell,  Alfred  Conkling, 
John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Gebhard,  James  Hawks, 
Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Kirkland,  Elijah  Litch- 
field, Bichard  McCarty,  John  J.  Morgan,  Walter 
Patterson,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel  Pitcher, 
William  B.  Rochester,  Elijah  Spencer,  John  W.  Tay- 
lor, Albert  H.  Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Wil- 
liam W.  Van  Wyck,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Silas 
Wood,  and  David  Woodcock. 

From  New  Jeney — Kphnum  Bateman,  Geoi;g^ 
Cassedy,  Lewis  Condict,  George  Holcombe,  James 
Matlacli^  and  Samuel  Swan. 

From  Pumtjflvania — Heniy  Baldwin,  John  Brown, 
James  Buchanan,  William  Darlington,  George  Deni- 
son,  Patrick  Farrelly,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, James  McSheny,  William  liHlnor,  James  S. 
Mitchell,  Samuel  Moore,  Thomas  Murray,  Thos.  Pat- 
terson, John  Philips,  George  Plumer,  Thos.  J.  Rog- 
ers, John  Sergeant,  JohnTod,  and  Ludwig  Worman. 

From  DdtKware  Louis  MoLsne,  and  CsBsar  A. 
Rodney. 

From  Maryland — Jeremiah  Causden,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  John  Nelson,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  B. 
Waxfidd.  and  Robert  Wright 

fVom  Virginia — ^Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  L.  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell 
Bassett,  John  Floyd,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Jabez  Left- 
wich,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas 
L.  Moore,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Arthur 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Ajidrew 
Stevenson,  George  Tucker,  and  Jaied  Williams. 

/Vom  North  CaroUta — Hutchings  G.  Burton,  Henry 
Conner,  Josiah  Cmdup)  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Charles 
Hooks,  John  Long,  Archibald  McNeill,  Romulus  M. 
Saunders,  Lemud  Sawyer,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — James  Blair,  Joseph  Gist, 
Gea  McDuffee,  Thos.  R.  Mitchell,  James  Overstreet, 
Joel  R.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  George  R.  Gilmer, 
Edward  F.  Tatnall,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

Firom  Kentucky — ^Be^jamin  Hardin,  Francis  John- 
son, John  T.  Johnson,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas 
Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  John  Speed  Smith,  Da- 
vid IMmble,  and  Samuel  H.  Woodson. 

From  TVitfMMOs-^Robert  Allen,  Newton  Cannon, 
John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Levi  Barber,  John  W.  Campbell^ 
David  Chambers,  Thomas  R.  Ross,  and  Joseph  Vance. 

Drom  Louinana — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston, 

From  Indiana — ^William  Hendricks. 

From  Miuitsippi — Christopher  Rankin. 

From  Illinoia—Damtl  P.  Cook. 

jFVom  Alabama — Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Maine — Joshua  Cushman,  Joseph  Done, 
Ebenezer  Herriok,  Mark  L.  Hill,  and  Enoch  Lincoln. 

From  Miieouri-^ohn  Scott. 

FromMi^iffon  rerrdcny— Solomon  Sibley,  Delegate. 

A  large  mdority  of  the  members  being  pres- 
ent, the  Olerk  pronounced  that  a  quorum  was 
assembled  for  the  transaction  of  busmess. 

Balloting  for  Speaker, 

On  motion,  the  House  then  proceeded  to  the 
oholoe  of  a  Spxaxsb. 

Messrs.  Newton,  of  Virginia)  and  Nxlbon,  of 
ICassachusetta,  were  appointed  tellers,  who  de- 
clared the  vote  on  the  first  ballot  to  stand  as 
follows :  Whole  number  of  yotes  161 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  81. 


[The  House  balloted  seven  times  without  making 
a  choice,  and  a4younied.  Mr.  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of 
Vug^nia,  and  Mr.  John  W.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  re- 
ceiving the  highest  number  of  votes.] 

Tuesday,  December  2. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samttsl  Lathbop  ;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Ajn>BSw  Stewast;  from  Maryland,  Bapbael 
Nealb;  from  Virginia,  Thomas  Van  Sweabut- 
OEN  and  Edwabd  B.  Jaokson;  from  Ohiot, 
John  Sloan;  and  from  Maine,  y-rranja.  Whit- 
man, appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Election  of  Speaker, 
The  House  then  resumed  tbe  business  of  yes- 
terday, by  proceediDg  to  an  eighth  ballot  for  the 
choice  of  a  Speaker,  when  the  following  result 
was  declared:  Whole  number  of  votes  172. 
Necessary  to  a  choice  87. 

[Four  ballotings  were  had  wiibout  a  choioe.] 
The  twelfth  ballot  resulted  as  follows :  Whola 
number  of  votes  172.    Necessary  to  a  choioe 
87.    Of  the  whole  number,  there  were — 
For  P.  P.  Barbour        .       -       -        .    88 

J.  W.  Taylor 67 

H.  Baldwin « 

S.Smith 4 

0.  A.  Bodney  -  ...  8 
Scattering  ....  -  4 
This  result  having  been  reported  by  the  Tel- 
lers, the  Clerk  pronounced,  accordingly,  that 
Pmup  P.  Babboub,  one  of  the  Bepresentatives 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  having  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  duly 
elected  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Babbour  was  conducted  to  the  'Chair. 
accordingly,  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  Wabfield,  of  Maryland,  and  the  Oath  of 
Office  was  administered  to  him  by  Mr.  WiaeBT, 
of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

GtidiUmen  of  the  Eouee  of  Jtepreeentativee : 

I  should  do  injustice  to  myself,  if  I  did  not  exmei 
to  you  the  warm  feelings  of  sratitude  which  have 
beeu  excited  in  my  bosom  by  we  appointment  which 
you  have  just  conferred  upon  me.  Those  feelings  are 
produced,  not  only  by  the  consideration  that  this 
mark  of  your  confidence  is  a  distinguished  one,  hot 
by  the  further  consideration  that  it  ia  unexpected  |ia 
it  is  distinguished.  In  accepting  the  office  to  whicli 
you  have  thus  called  me,  T  speak  in  the  most  perfect 
sincerity  of  my  heart  when  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  a 
fearM  apprehension  in  relation  to  my  ability  to  dia- 
chaige  its  duties  in  a  manner  equal  either  to  my  own 
wishes  or  your  expectations.  I  am  sensible  of  tiie 
arduousness  of  the  task ;  I  am  sensible,  too,  of  my 
own  want  of  experience.  One  thing,  however,  I  oaa 
with  safety  promise:  it  is,  that  whatever  can  be 
done  by  diligent  attention,  and  by  an  unceasing  ap- 
plication of  such  capacity  as  I  possess,  shall  be  doiie. 
As  it  respects  myself,  the  only  hope  which  I  enter- 
tain that  I  shall,  in  any  tolerable  degree,  acquit  my- 
self of  the  reiyonsibili^  which  I  am  abootto  1 
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rests  vpQQ  a  consciousness,  that  it  will  be  my  con- 
Btsnt  endeaTor  so  to  do ;  bat  my  great  relianoe  is  on 
the  support  of  this  House,  and  its  Knowledge  that  the 
preserriition  of  order  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
ghe  dignity  to  the  proceedings  of  any  deliberatiye 

After  which,  the  Spbaxeb  administered  to 
the  mionbers  present,  severally,  the  oath  to  sap- 
poit  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States. 

Glerh  and  Doorheeper. 
¥r.  Wood,  of  New  York,  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  form  of  choosing  a  derk  by  ballot,  and 
sppoiot  that  officer  by  motion. — Carried. 

}b.  Wbight,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  Thomas 
Dougherty  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  therenpon  agreed  to  nem,  eon,^  and 
Hi.  Dongherty  was  sworn  into  office  accord- 
Mr.  WsiaHT  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  direct- 
ed to  commnnicate  the  nsnal  message  to  the 
Senate. — Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weioht,  the  form  of  voting 
by  ballot  was  dispensed  with  in  regard  to  the 
office  of  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Thomas  Dunn 
appointed  to  that  office  on  nomination. 

The  same  course  prevailed  in  relation  to  the 
apoiotment  of  Doorkeeper,  and  Bei\jamin  Burch 
was  l2iereupon  appointed. 


WsDKBSDAT,  December  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  assembled,  and  are 
ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  pass- 
ed a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
nuttee  on  their  part,  to  join  such  committee  as 
may  he  appoint^  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
have  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them ;  in  which  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Tboibls 
were  i^pointed  of  the  said  committee  on  the 
put  of  the  House. 


Thubsdat,  December  6. 
Jaios  WooDfiON  Bates  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat, 
as  the  delegate  frran  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 


MoiTDAT,  December  10. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Weuuam  S.  Blagklbdgb,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Duty  on  BooJcs — Fetitufnfrom  Mr.  Jeffenon  (U 

Beetorofihe  Virginia  University. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Yirginia,  presented  a  petition 

of  the  Rector  and  visitors  of  the  University  of 

Yirginia,  signed  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  Hector, 


praying  that  the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress 
may  be  extended  to  the  cause  of  science  and 
literature  generally,  throughout  the  United 
States,  by  an  exemption  from  duties  of  all  books 
and  other  articles  generally  used  in  acquiring 
information.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 
The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  ihe  Senate  and  Bouse  of  RepretenUUives  of  the 

Untied  States  ofAmericay  in  Conffress  aasenUded : 

The  petition  of  the  rector  and  visitors  of  the  Uni. 
versity  of  Virginia,  on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  they 
are  in  the  office  of  preparing  the  means  of  instmction, 
as  well  as  of  others  seeking  it  elsewhere,  respectfully 
representeth : 

That  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  has  thought 
proper  lately  to  establish  a  university  for  instmction, 
generally,  in  all  the  nsefnl  branches  of  science,  of 
which  yonr  petitioners  are  appointed  rector  and  vis- 
itors, and  as  snch,  are  chaiged  with  attention  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  shaU  be  committed  to  then* 
care. 

That  they  observe,  by  the  tariff  of  duties  Imposed 
by  the  laws  of  Congress  on  importations  into  the 
United  States,  an  article  peculiarly  inauspicious  to 
the  objects  of  their  own,  and  of  all  other  litoraiy  in- 
stitations  throoghont  the  United  States. 

That  at  an  early  period  of  the  present  Government^ 
when  our  conntiy  was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debl^ 
contracted  in  the  war  of  Independence,  and  its  re- 
sources for  revenue  were  untried  and  uncertain,  the 
National  Legislature  thought  it  as  yet  inexpedient  to 
indulge  in  scruples  as  to  the  subjects  of  taxation,  and, 
among  others,  imposed  a  duty  on  books  imported 
from  abroad,  which  has  been  continued,  and  now 
is,  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  prime  cost,  raised  by 
ordinaiy  custom-house  charges  to  eighteen  per  cent., 
and  by  the  importer's  profits  to  pemaps  twenty-five 
per  cent.,  and  more. 

That,  after  many  years*  experience,  it  is  certainly 
found  that  the  reprinting  of  books  in  the  United 
States  is  confined  chiefly  to  ^ose  in  our  native  lan- 
guage, and  of  p(^)ulaT  characters,  and  to  cheap  edi- 
tions of  a  few  of  the  classics  for  ihe  use  of  schools ; 
while  the  valuable  editions  of  the  classical  authors, 
even  learned  works  in  the  English  language,  and 
books  in  all  foreign  livmg  languages,  (vehicles  of  the 
important  discoveries  and  improvements  in  science 
and  the  arts,  which  are  daily  advancing  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  other  nations,)  are  unprinted  here, 
and  unobtainable  from  abroad  but  under  the  buzden 
of  a  heavy  duty. 

That  of  many  important  books,  in  different  branch- 
es of  science,  it  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  single 
copy  in  the  United  States;  of  others,  but  a  few;  and 
these  too  distant  and  difficult  of  access  for  students 
and  writers  generally. 

That  the  difficulty  resulting  finom  this  mode  of  pro- 
curing books  of  the  first  order  in  the  sciences,  and  in 
foreign  languages,  ancient  and  modem,  is  an  unfair 
impediment  to  the  American  student,  who,  for  want 
of  these  aids,  already  possessed  or  easily  procurable 
in  all  countries  except  our  own,  enters  on  his  course 
with  very  unequal  means,  with  wants  unknown  to 
his  foreign  competitors,  and  often  with  that  imperfect 
result  which  subjects  us  to  reproaches  not  unfelt  by 
minds  alive  to  the  honor  and  mortified  sensibilities  of 
their  country. 

That^  to  obstruct  the  acquisition  of  books  ftom 
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abroad,  as  an  enoonragement  of  fhe  progreas  of  liter- 
ature at  home,  is  buTing  tbe  fountain  to  increase 
the  flow  of  its  waters. 

That  books,  and  especially  those  of  the  rare  and 
valuable  character,  thus  burdened,  are  not  articles  of 
consumption,  but  of  permanent  preservation  and 
value,  lasting  often  as  many  centuries  as  the  houses 
we  live  in,  of  which  examples  are  to  be  found  in 
ereiy  libraiy  of  note. 

That  books,  therefore,  are  capital,  often  the  only 
capital  of  professional  men  on  their  outset  in  life,  and 
of  students  destined  for  profesdons,  (as  most  of  our 
scholars  are,)  and  barely  able,  too,  for  the  most  part, 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  tuition,  and  less  to  pay  an 
extra  tax  on  the  books  necessary  for  their  instruc- 
tion ;  that  they  are  consequently  less  instructed  than 
they  would  be  ;  and  that  our  citizens  at  ^rm  do  not 
derive  from  their  employment  all  the  benents  which 
higher  qualifications  would  procure  them. 

That  this  is  the  only  form  of  capital  on  which  a 
tax  of  from  18  to  25  per  cent.  Is  first  levied  on  the 
gross,  and  the  proprietor  then  subject  to  all  other 
taxes  in  detail,  as  those  holding  capitals  in  other 
forms,  on  which  no  such  extra  tax  has  been  pre- 
yionsly  levied. 

That  it  is  tnie  that  no  duty  is  required  on  books 
imported  for  seminaries  of  learning ;  but  these,  locked 
np  in  libraries,  can  be  of  no  avail  to  the  practical 
man,  when  he  wishes  a  recurrence  to  them  for  the 
uses  of  life. 

That  more  than  thirty  years'  experience  of  the  re- 
sources of  our  country  prove  them  equal  to  all  its 
debts  and  wants,  and  pennit  its  Legislature  now  to 
favor  such  objects  as  the  public  interests  recommend 
to  favor. 

That  the  value  of  science  to  a  republican  people  ; 
the  security  it  gives  to  liberty,  by  enlightening  the 
minds  of  its  citizens ;  the  protection  it  affords  against 
foreign  power;  the  virtues  it  inculcates;  the  just 
emulation  of  the  distinction  it  confers  on  nations  fore- 
most in  it;  in  short,  its  identification  with  power, 
morals,  order,  and  happiness,  (which  merits  to  it 
premiums  of  encouragement  rather  than  repressive 
taxes,)  are  topics  which  your  petitioners  do  not  per- 
mit themselves  to  urge  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress^ 
before  whose  mind  these  considerations  are  always 
present,  and  bearing  with  their  just  weight 

And  they  conclude,  therefore,  with  praying  that 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  on  this  important 
subject  the  attention  it  merits,  and  ^ve  the  proper 
relief  to  the  candidates  of  science  among  ourselves, 
devoting  themselves  to  the  laudable  object  of  quali- 
fying themselves  to  become  the  instructors  and  bene- 
factors of  their  fellow-citizens. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray,  &a  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

JUdor  of  the  Univemty  qf  Virginia. 

NOTSBIBBB  80,  1821. 

Chaplain  to  the  Bouse. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Batemak,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  were  nominated,  viz : 

Rev.  Jared  Sparks,  Rev.  Maurice  W.  Bwight,  Rev. 
Burgess  Allison,  Rev.  John  M.  Bradford,  Rev.  Reu- 
ben Post,  Rev.  John  Chalmers. 

The  fourth  ballot  terminated  as  follows: 
Whole  number  of  votes,  156.  Necessary  to  a 
choioe,  78.    Of  which  there  were— 


For  Rev.  Mr.  Sparks  ....    84 

Allison  •        .        -        -    52 

Dwight  -        -        -        -    18 

Bla&  .....] 

Whereapon  it  was  declared  that  the  Rever- 
end Jabed  Spabks  was  chosen  Chaplain  to 
CoDgress  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 


TuBSDAT,  December  11. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Georgia,  Rob- 
BBT  Rathond  Rbid,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualifieo,  and  took  his  seat. 

Affaire  in  Florida —  General  JacJaon  {Governor) 
and  Elegiue  Fromentin,  Judge, 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, viz : 

Jiesohedj  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  direoied 
to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  any  oommiiniea- 
tions  received  at  his  office,  having  relation  to  any 
misunderstanding  which  may  have  existed  belween 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  Gk>vemor  of  the  Flmdas,  and 
Ele^pus  Fromentin,  as  judge  of  the  oourt  therein.  And 
also,  in  relation  to  any  delay  or  omission  on^the  pait 
of  the  officers  under  His  Catholic  Migesty  to  smren- 
der  to  the  officers  and  commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  any  of 
the  archives  and  documents  which  relate  directly  to 
the  property  and  sovereignty  in  and  over  the  said 
Floridas.  And  also,  in  relation  to  tiie  means  adopted 
by  the  officers  and  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  obtain  possession  of  such  azehives 
and  documents. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  until  to-morrow. 


WsDinsBDAT,  December  12. 
Annual  Treasury  EeporU 
The  Bpbakxb  announced  the  receipt  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Oomraittee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mallart,  6,000  copies 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

Treasubt  Depabtkbnt,  Dee,  10,  1831. 
Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  **  Act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department.'* 

I  have,  &c.,  WM.  R  OKAWFORD. 

Hon.  Philip  P.  Babbous, 

Speaker^  Uoute  qf  JUpreaeniadveB, 

REPORT. 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  '*  Act  supple- 
mentary to  tiie  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  req>eetfiil^ 
submits  the  following  report : 


1.  Of  the  ^ 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage^ 
internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 
other  incidental  receipts,  during  the  year  18 IS, 
amounted  to        -        -       -        -  $26,096,200  65 
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Vii: 
Customs 
Aireus  of 

dudes  ^ 

Amsn  of  direot  tftx 
PoUic  lands  ezehi'- 

siYe  of  Mississippi 

stock 
PmdflDdon  stock  in 

the  Bmik  of  the 

United  States      - 
PdstagB    and   other 

incidental  receipts 


$21,828,451  48 

947,946  88 
263,926  01 


2,464,527  90 

625,000  00 
65,848  98 


That  which  accrued  from  the  same 
mnoei^  dmiqg  the  year  1819, 
amoonted  to    -        -        -        -        $21,486,700  69 

Via: 
Customs         -       -  17,116,702  96 
Aireais  of  internal 


duties         -        - 

227,444  01 

Airears  of  dlieet  tax 

80,850  61 

Pnhlio  lands,  ezdn- 

m^dtmmm&p^ 

stock          -        - 

8,274,422  78 

Knt  instalment  fium 

tiie  Bank  of  the 

United  States,  and 

dividend  <m  stock 

inthathank       - 

676,000  00 

Postage   and   other 

61,280  88 

And  that  which  seemed  from  the 

-        -        $16,284,546 

29 

Viz: 

Coitams 

12,449,566  15 

Arrears  of  mtenial 

duties         -        - 

104^172  07 

Aneais  of  direct  tax 

61,286  82 

PaUie  lands,  excln- 

sire  of  Hiaossippi 

st«^          -        - 

1,636,871  61 

Second  and  thiid  in- 

stslments  from  the 

Bank  of  the  Unit- 

ed  States    - 

1,000,000  QO 

Pbitsge  and  other  in- 

cidental reoeipta  - 

63,659  64 

It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  amoont  of  duties  on 
merchandise  and  tonnage,  which  accrued  during  the 
iint  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  exceeds  $14,- 
088,000. 

The  payments  into  the  Treasniy, 
to  the  80th  September  last,  have 


to 

Via: 
Coetaois 
Pnbik  lands  - 
Azxeaxs  of  internal 

dnties  and  direct 

tax   -        - 
Bank  dividends 
Inddental  receipts  - 
Bepayments  -        ■ 


$16,219,197  70 


10,068,394  85 
940,980  85 


69,867  26 

105,000  00 

21,581  61 

13,373  73 

6,000,000  00 


And  the  pavmento  into  the  Treas- 
nrjr,  during  tte  .fourth  quarter,  are 
*        lat 


3,695,278  14 


Viz: 

Customs 

Public  lands  - 

Moneys  recovered 
out  of  advances 
4nade  in  the  War 
Depsrtment  before 
the  Ist  of  July, 
1815 

Balances  of  militaiy 
appropriations  car- 
ried to  the  account 
of  the  surplus  fund 

Direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and 
incidental  receipts 


8,000,000  00 
360,000  00 


120,000  00 


90,278  14 


26,000  00 


Making  the  total  amount  estimated 

to  be  received  into  the  Treasuiy 

during  the  year  1821   -        -  19,814,475  84 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 

Treasury  on  the  first  of  Januaiy 

last,  of       -        -        -        -  1,198,461  21 

Make  the  aggregate  amount  of        $21,012,987  05 


The  application  of  this  sum  for  the  year  1821,  is 
estimated  as  follows,  viz : 

The  payments  to  the  30lih  of  Sep- 
tember have  amounted  to      -        -  $16,665,288  47 
Civil,  dipbmatio,  & 

miscellaneous  -  1,772,717  30 
IClitary  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  departm*t, 
Bevolutionary  and 
military  pensions, 
ftprimg  the  mili- 
tia, and  arrearages 
prior  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1817  -  4,872,865  78 
Naval  service,  in- 
duding'the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the 
Navy  -        -    2,603,592  75 

Public  debt,  includ- 
ing $591,611  30 
of  Mississippi  st*k    6,406,112  64 


During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is 
estimated  that  the  payments  will 
amount  to     -        -        -        -        - 

Viz: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  & 

miscellaneous  -  690,000  00 
Military  service  -  290,000  00 
Naval  service  -       700,000  00 

Public  debt    -        -    1,900.000  00 


3,580,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of 

Which,  being  deducted  from  the 
above  sum  of  $21,012,987  05,  will 
leave  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day 
of  January  next,  a  balance  estimated 
at        ------ 


19,236288  47 


$1,777,648  58 


But,  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1821,  necessary  to  effect  the  olject 
of  tiiose  appropriations,  exduuve  of  balances,  which 
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will  not  be  required,  and  whicb  have  been  deducted 
from  the  estimates  of  the  jear  1822,  or  will  be  car- 
ried to  the  accoant  of  the  surplus  fund,  there  remains 
the  sum  of  $2,268,611  28,  which  is  an  existing 
charge  «pon  the  revenue  of  1821,  and  exceeds  the 
balance  estimated  to  be  in  the  Treasuiy  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  next,  by  $490,962  70. 

2.  Cf  the  public  debt. 

The  fimded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  ihe 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  dOth 
of  September,  1820,  amounted  to      $20,570,627  12 

And  that  contracted  subsequently 
to  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  1812,  and  un- 
redeemed on  the  SOth  of  September, 
1820,  amounted  to  -        -        -  70,654,988  65 


Making  tbe  aggregate  amount  of     -  91 225,560  77 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the 
amount  stated  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port as  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of 
October,  1820,  excepting  the  sum  of 
$88  66,  which  was  then  short  esti- 
mated, and  which  has  been  nnce 
corrected  by  actual  settlement. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year, 
there  was  added  to  the  above,  the 
•um  of 467,747  96 

(n  6  and  7  per  cent. 

stocks,  for  Treas- 

uiy  notes  brought 

into  the  Treasury, 

and  cancelled  -  $8,280  29 
In  6  per  cent,  stock, 

under  the  act  of 

May  16,  1820     -       464,667  66 


Making 91,688,808  72 

And  there  was  paid  in  the  fourth 

quarter  the  sum  of      -        -        -       888,892  21 
Viz: 

Deferred  stock  reim- 
bursed        -        -       249,401  58 

Payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  Lou- 
isiana stock        -       189,490  68 


Making  the  public  debt,  unredeemed 

on  the  1st  of  January,  1821         -  .91,294,416  51 
From  the  Ist  of  January  to  the  SOth 

of  September,  inclusive,  there  has 

been  added  the  sum  of         •        -    4,789,776  88 

Viz: 
Three     per     cent 

stock,  for  interest 

on  registered  debt  26  01 

Treasury  note  6  and 

7  per  cent  stock  4,454  07 

Loon  authorized  by 

act  of  8d  of  March, 

1821  -        -        -    4,786,296  80 


Payments  on  *  ac- 
count of  Louisi- 
ana stock  -        -    2,071,860  00 


Making      -        ...        -  96,084,192  89 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the 
nun  of      -        -        -        -        -    2,848,097  15 
Viz: 

Reimburse't  of  defer- 
red stock,  during 
the  same  period  -       276,787  16 


Making  the  public  debt  which  was 

unredeemed  on  die  1st  of  October, 

1821 98,686,095  74 

To  which  will  be  added,  in  the  fourth 

quarter.  Treasury  note  6  percent 

stock  issued       ....  890  40 


Making 98,086,486  14 

From  which  will  be  deducted,  in  the 

fourth  quarter,  the  sum  of  -        -       262,880  41 

Viz: 
ReimbuTBement     of 

deferred  stock     <>       257,812  26 
Residue  of  Louisiana 

stock  -        -  6,568  16 

Making  the  amount  of  the  puUic 
debt,  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1822,  as  estimated  $98,423,605  73 


The  Treasury  notes  yet  outstanding 
are  estimated  at  -        -        -       $28,495  00 


The  awards  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners, appointed  under  the  sev- 
eral acts  dT  Congress  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants 
of  public  lands  in  the  Missiflsippi 
Tenitory,  amounted  to        -        -    4,282»151  13 

Of  which  &ere  have 
been  received  at 
the  General  Land 
Office,  m  stock    -    2,442,686  89 

And  there  have  been 
paid  at  the  Treas- 
ury  -  .     -        -    1,784,490  86 


Making  together 


-    4,177,026  24 


And  leaving  outstanding  on  the  SOth 

of  September,  1821      .        -        -     $106,124  88 


All  which  is  req)ectfTi]ly  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Tbkabubt  Dvpabxkbrt,  Dec.  10^  182L 


Thitbsdat,  December  18. 
Death  of  Mr.  JHmhle. 

After  prayers  had  been  offered  by  th^e  Bev. 
Mr.  Byland,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read, 
when  a  message  was  received  from  the  Soiate^ 
announcing  the  decease  of  the  honoral)le  Wil- 
liam A.  Tbucble,  late  a  member  of  that  body 
from  the  8tate  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Oaupbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  diBpense 
with  the  order  of  business  in  this  House,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oahfbell,  it  was  further 

JUsolved,  ttnanimowly^  That  this  House  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  Wiluaic  A.  Tkix- 
BLE,  late  a  member  of  tiie  Senate,  frcan  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'doek,  and,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  the  dftcemsedi 
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win  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  for  thirty 
dajB. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  when  this 
HoQse  do  adUoom,  it  ad|joam  to  Saturday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwasdcl  of  North  Ooro- 
Uda,  the  House  then  adjonrned. 


Satubdat,  Deoember  15. 
Two  members,  to  wit:  from  Yir^ia,  John 
Raitdolph,  and  from  Maine,  William  D.  Wil^ 
UAMBOsr,  appeared,  prodnoed  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats.  "^ 


MoNDAT,  Deoember  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Oaro- 
]]na»  Thomas  H.  Hall,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
JhAUeaiian  of  the  Journal  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention of  1787,  and  of  the  Secret  Journal 
iif  ike  Congreae  qf  the  €o7\federation^  and  its 
J)iplomatiie  Oorreipondenee, 
Another  Message  was  also  received  from  the 
Pbbsidsht  of  thx  XJnitbd  States,  which  was 
read,  as  follows : 

To  ihe  Homae  of  Hqtretentathei  of  the  United  States : 
By  a  resohitioii  of  CongTesa,  f^ypioyed  on  the  27th 
of  Mareh,  1818^  it  was  directed  that  the  journal,  acta^ 
and  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
present  ConMitntion  of  the  United  States,  ahonld  he 
pahliafaed  nnder  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  secret  jonmals  of 
the  acts  and  proceedings,  and  the  foreign  ooirespond- 
enoe  (wi&  a  certain  exception)  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  first  meeting  hereof  down  to 
tiie  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitire  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1783,  and  that  one  thousand 
copies  thereof  should  be  printed,  of  which  one  copy 
abonid  be  inmished  to  each  memher  of  that  (the 
fifteenth)  Congress,  and  the  xesidoe  should  remain 
sulgect  to  the  futme  disposition  of  Congress. 

And  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  on  the 
81st  April,  1820,  it  was  nrovided  that  the  secret 
ymmaX,  together  with  all  tbe  papers  and  documents 
ooDoected  with  that  journal,  and  all  other  papers  and 
docaments  heretofore  considered  confidential,  of  the 
Old  Congress,  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  trea^  of  the  year  1783,  to  the  formation 
of  the  present  Government,  which  were  remaining  in 
the  oflSpe  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  he  pub- 
lisfaed,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  a  thousand  copies  thereof 
dKMild  be  printed  and  deposited  in  the  labraiy,  sub- 
ject to  die  dlqxieitioQ  of  Congress. 

In  pnrsaance  of  these  two  resolutions,  one  thousand 
copiea  of  the  journals  and  acts  of  the  Convention 
whidi  fonned  the  constitution,  have  been  heretofore 
printed  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Connresfl^  and 
one  thousand  copies  of  the  secret  journals  of  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederation,  complete,  have  been 
printed,  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  which  have 
been  xeserved  to  comply  with  the  direction  of  fur- 
zdahing  one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  fifteenth 
Congress,  the  remaining  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  have  been  depodtod  in  the  Library,  and  are 
r  at  the  disposal  of  Congress. 


By  the  general  appropriation  act  of  9th  April,  1818, 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  printing  done  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  of  the  27th  of  March,  of  that  year. 
No  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  to  defray  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  execution  of  the  resolution 
of  21st  April,  1820 ;  the  whole  expense  hitherto  in- 
curred in  carrying  both  resolutions  ioto  effect  has 
exceeded,  by  Bivq  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars 
fifty-six  cents,  the  i^ropriation  of  April,  1818. 
This  balance  remains  due  to  the  printers,  and  is  in- 
cluded in  the  estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  year 
1822.  That  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  2Tth 
March,  1818,  which  directs  the  publication  of  the 
foreign  correspondence  of  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, remains  yet  to  be  executed,  and  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  wUl  be  necessary  for  carrying  it 
into  effect. ' 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHUPOTOir,  Deo,  16, 1821. 

The  Messa^  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

FugiUoee  from  Labor* 
Mr.  WiaaHT  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
after  being  modified  at  the  sag^tion  of  Mr. 
Lathbop,  was  read  in  the  foUowmg  words : 

JReaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  more 
eifiectually  to  protect  the  rights  of  those  entitied  to 
the  service  or  labor  of  persons  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  and  for  their 
delivery  to  their  rightfS  owners,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  instead  of  a  select  committee. 

A  discussion  ensned  on  the  question  of  refer- 
ence, in  which  Messrs.  Wbioht  and  S.  Smith 
opposed,  and  Messrs.  Tomlinson  and  Moobx 
supported  the  amendment,  which  was  put  and 
carried— ayes  70,  noes  60.  [In  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  Mr.  Wbioht  warmly  deprecated  the 
interference  of  Quakers  and  others  to  prevent 
the  reclamation  of  slaves  in  some  of  the  States, 
and  hinted  that,  if  effectual  means  were  not 
taken  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  Southern 
States  in  this  particular,  he  did  not  know  but 
they  might  be  driven  to  take  up  arms  to  protect 
them.  Mr.  Oampbsll  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  did 
not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  subject,  but  ar- 
gued that  references  to  standing  committees 
were  preferable,  when  the  subjects  naturally 
belonged  to  a  committee  of  that  description.] 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  adopted* 

Affaire  in  Florida — Gov,  Jackeon  and  Judge 
FromenUn. 

Mr.  Whitman  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  by  him  submitted  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, requesting  information  from  tbe  Secretary 
of  State  relating  to  the  late  transactions  at  Pen- 
sacola,  &c. 

The  HoQse  agreed  to  consider  the  same; 
when 

Mr.  PomsBiT  moved  to  amend  it,  by  limiting 
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the  information  called  for  to  snoh  as  the  Presi- 
dent m^  think  proper  to  oommnnicate. 

Mr.  WnmcAN  assented  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bandolph  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  information  "  in  lieu  of  the  word  "  corre- 
spondence,*'  which  was  assented  to. 

Mr.  EdwasdS)  of  North  Oarolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  thought 
it  more  respectful  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed Btates  to  wait  for  the  information  on  the 
subject,  which  it  was  doubtless  the  intention 
of  the  Executive  to  communicate.  The  mes- 
sage that  had  been  delivered  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  referred  to  the  matter  in 
question  in  very  dear  and  explicit  terms.  Mr. 
E.  referred  to  that  document  to  show  that  it 
had  been  announced  as  the  intention  of  the 
Executive  to  communicate  further  information 
on  the  subject  to  Oongress.  Mr.  E.  thought  it, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  proper  courtesy  and  de- 
corum for  this  House  to  wait  until  the  Presi- 
dent should  think  proper  to  make  it  a  subject 
of  special  communication. 

Mr.  Whifman  opposed  the  motion.  At  the 
first  reading  of  the  President's  Message,  he  had 
entertained  the  same  opinion  which  his  honor- 
able friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Edwabds) 
had  expressed.  But,  on  fnrther  examination, 
he  had  found  it  impossible  to  determine  wheth- 
er the  matters  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  to  which 
the  President  referred,  were  of  the  same  char- 
acter with  those  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion. The  facts  alluded  to  in  the  message  were 
general  and  undefined.  I'hose  included  in  the 
resolution  were  particular  and  specific.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  be  disrespectful  to  ask  for 
information  on  a  subject  that  it  was  impossible 
to  say  had  been  even  alluded  to  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  But  the  resolution  called  for 
information  not  only  in  regard  to  the  contro- 
versy between  General  Jackson  and  Judge 
Fromentin,  but  it  was  contemplated  to  extend 
it  to  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  that  led  to  the 
issuing  of  an  order  by  the  Governor  of  the 
floridas  for  the  removid  of  certain  persons  from 
that  territory,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  in 
its  character  novel.  Mr.  W.  knew  of  no  law 
that  justified  a  sentence  of  banishment,  even  by 
the  Executives  of  sovereign  8tates;  still  less, 
could  he  comprehend  the  justifiable  exercise  of 
such  a  power  by  the  created  head  of  a  depend- 
ent Territory.  Such  a  sentence  might  perhaps 
be  allowed  as  a  punishment,  when  resulting 
from  a  conviction  by  the  verdict  of  peers,  or  a 
trial  before  a  court  on  tiie  charge  of  a  crime, 
but  he  knew  of  no  authority  that  could  justify 
such  a  sentence,  as  a  matter  of  political  expedi- 
ency, depending  on  the  Executive  will.  When, 
therefore,  the  subject  was  fairly  discussed,  Mr. 
W.  was  satisfied  it  would  be  found  that  the 
resolutions  he  had  submitted  were  of  a  charac- 
ter altogether  respectful  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  that  they  were  confined  to  dis- 
tinct and  definite  objects;  that  the  Message 
had  been  for  some  time  before  the  House,  and 
that  no  special  communication  on  the  specific 


subjects  alluded  to  have  been  made,  and  that  it 
was  fairly  inferable  that  the  message  and  the 
resolutions  had  different  objects  in  view.  He 
therefore  thought  the  subject  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  entitle  it  to  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

Mr.  Baij>win  suggested  that  it  was  evident, 
from  the  tenor  of  l]be  message,  that  this  was  a 
subject  to  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  not  been  inattentive.  It  might  be, 
that  it  had  become  a  subject  of  negotiation 
with  the  Spanish  Government — ^and  this  was 
perhaps  the  reason  wh^  it  had  not  been  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  House  subse- 
quent to  the  message.  The  Spanish  Minister 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  seat  of  Crovemment 
— ^and  possibly  it  was  owing  to  this  circumstanoe 
that  the  President  had  not  communicated  the 
papers  in  this  case  to  the  House.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  advisable  for  the  House 
not  yet  to  act  on  the  subject 

l&r,  Edwabds  then  renewed  his  motion  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  reasona 
he  had  before  stated. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  GAinioa^ 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Floyd,  when,  the  question 
being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Edwabds  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  December  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly,  appeared,  produced  hb  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

MissovH — Three  Per  Gent  Fund, 
The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  paying  to 
the  State  of  Missouri  three  per  cent  of  the 
net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands  within  the  State,  was  read  a  third  time. 

[The  bill  dix«ots  that  "  three  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
lying  within  the  State  of  Missonii,  which,  once  the 
first  day  of  Jannary,  1821,  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  sold  by  the  United  States,  afler  dedactin^f 
all  eroenses  incidental  to  the  same,  shall  be  paid, 
from  time  to  time,  to  stLch  person  or  persons  as  mar 
or  shall  be  anthorlEed  by  the  Legislatore  of  the  said 
State  of  Mifisoori  to  receive  the  same ;  which  sum  or 
sums  tims  paid,  shall  be  applied  to  the  making  pnUio 
roads  and  canals,  within  the  said  State  of  Missonii, 
under  the  direction  of  the  X^slatore  thereof,**  &&] 

Mr.  EusTis  suggested  a  doubt,  derived  from 
the  language  of  the  report,  whether  the  Ckm- 
gress  had  a  right  to  prescribe  to  a  State,  the 
manner  in  which  any  part  of  her  funds  shall  be 
expended. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  submitted,  that  an  alteration 
might  be  perhaps  advantaseously  made  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  bill,  makign  it  read  *^  roads 
or  canals,^  instead  of  ^^  roads  arid  canals." 

Mr.  SooTT  explained  to  the  House^that  the  bill 
had  been  drawn  up  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  third  clause  of  the  sixth  section 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  people  of  Miaaonri  to 
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fonn  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
wlpoh  provides  that  '^y^  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  within  the  State 
shall  be  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and 
eanak;  of  which  three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to 
tiKMe  objects  within  the  State  by  its  Legislature, 
and  the  remaining  two-fifths  shall  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  Congress,  to  the  con- 
etmction  of  roads  and  canals  leading  £o  the 
Stateu  In  pursuance  of  those  provisions,  ac- 
cepted by  Missouri,  and  thus  become  a  compact 
between  her  and  the  United  States,  this  bill 
had  been  framed,  ^,  and  required  no  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Rakxik  further  suggested  that,  to  make 
the  amendment  proposed  bj  Mr.  Smith,  would 
be  to  change  the  terms  of  the  compact^  which 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Oongrees,  bemg  one 
of  the  parties  to  it,  to  do. 

Without  further  observation,  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 


Friday,  December  21. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, WiLUAM  LowKDBS,  appeared,  produced 
his  credential^  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

WsDSESDAT,  December  26. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Connecticut, 
John  Bras,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Yvux 
Wauceb,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Public  LoU  in  Washington, 
The  Sfkaxeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Commisaioner  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  21  st  in- 
stant, calling  upon  him  to  state  the  amount  of 
unimproved  property  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  to  give  an 
estimate  of  its  probable  cash  value  at  this  time; 
which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Offigb  of  Com.  of  Pubuc  BniLDiiros, 

Washington^  Dec,  26,  1821. 

Sea :  In  obedience  to  a  leeolntion  of  the  Hoase  of 
BepRsentatiTea,  passed  the  2l8t  instant,  requiring  a 
-mgosit  of  Uie  amount  of  unimproved  property  in  the 
d^  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
with  an  estimate  of  its  probable  cash  value  at  this 
time,  I  have  &e  honor  to  state : 

That  the  publb  ground  in  ibis  city  consists  of 
two  deaeiiptionst  1st  Building- lots  asagned  to  the 
United  States  upon  a  division  with  the  original  pro- 
prietors, agreeably  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
deeds  ol  trust  for  the  ground  within  the  limits  of  the 
city,  by  which  die  proprietors  ceded  to  the  United 
States  one-half  of  the  building  lots,  without  any  pe- 
cuniary equivalent.  2dly.  '*  Reservations  **  of  entire 
squares,  or  larger  sections  of  ground,  purchased  from 
the  origizial  proprietors,  on  account  of,  and  for  the 
uae  of;  the  United  States. 

Of  the  building  lots  there  remain  unsold  about  the 
nomber  of  5, 150.  The  reservations  contain,  together, 
541  acres,  1  rood,  and  29  perches,  or  28.584,745 
sqoan  leet^  equal  to  4,479^  standard  lots. 


Any  estunate  of  the  cash  value  of  this  property 
must,  under  present  circumstanoes,  be  extremely  ar- 
bitrary. Owing  to  the  general  stagnation  of  busi- 
nesfl^  and  scarcity  of  a  circulating  medium,  few  sales 
have  been  effected,  either  on  publio  or  private  ac- 
count, within  the  last  year  or  two ;  and  it  is  only 
from  actual  sales  in  the  vicinity  that  the  value  of  any 
given  lot  can  be  ascertained.  The  average  price  ii 
the  public  lots  heretofore  sold  is  $180  per  lot,  or  about 
8  419-1000  cents  per  square  foot  Taking  this  as 
the  rule  of  valuation,  the  whole  of  the  grouad  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
would  amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ten  dol* 
lars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

SAMUEL  LANE, 
CommiuUmer  of  Public  BuUdiaga. 

Hon.  Pmup  P.  Barboub, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  HepreteniaHves, 


Wbdhbsdat,  January  2, 1822. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky. 
Jambs  D.  Bbsokbnbidob,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Tuesday,  January  8. 
Bankrupt  Law  of  1800. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blaib,  the  House  agreed, 
to  take  into  consideration  a  resolution  hereto- 
fore offered  by  him,  calling  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  i^ormation  relative  to 
the  operation  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  of  1800,  in 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryknd,  Pennsylvania, 
and  New  York. 

Mr.  B.  stated  his  object  to  be,  to  obtain  such 
information  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  old 
bankrupt  law  as  might  be  usefhl,  if  not  as  a 
guide,  at  least  as  a  reference,  to  those  who  were 
about  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  system 
which  he  conceived  to  be  similar  in  all  its  essen- 
tial features  and  properties  to  the  law  of  1800. 
He  thought  no  guide  was  so  safe  as  the  foot- 
steps of  experience.  In  anticipation  of  an  ob* 
jection  that  might  possibly  be  urged,  ho  would 
observe,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  bill  that  had  been 
reported  on  that  subject — nor  eliould  he,  at  any 
time,  solicit  a  postponement  of  that  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  time  to  obtain  the  informal 
tion  which  he  now  sought  He  had  confined 
the  call  for  information  to  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York 
— not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  partial  view 
of  the  subject,  but  because  those  States  were 
most  deeply  interested  In,  and  affected  by.  Its 
operation;  and  also  because  the  information 
from  those  States  could  be  obtained  more  ex- 
peditiously than  from  others  that  were  more 
remote.  They  afforded,  in  his  opinion,  the 
flEurest  sample  of  its  operation,  and  with  those 
view&  and  those  only,  he  had  proposed  to  limit 
the  imjuiry.  The  reason  why  he  addi-essed  the 
call  for  information  to  the  President  was  this : 
that  the  information  desired  was  with  the 
derks  of  the  several  District  Courts  of  the 
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United  States,  and  that  there  was  no  coimeo- 
tion  between  them  and  anj  of  the  Executive 
Departments;  and  that  the  course  which  he 
now  proposed  had  been  recommended  to  him 
by  a  gentleman  of  experience  in  the  business  of 
(jongress. 

Mr.  OooKB  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  including  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
suggestion  was  assented  to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Whitican  thought  tlie  proposition  was 
of  a  novel  character.  It  contemplated  a  call 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  in- 
formation on  a  subject  over  which  he  had  no 
more  control  than  any  member  of  that  House. 
It  did  not  refer  to  any  subject  that  could  be 
supposed  to  be  within  the  personal  knowledge 
of  the  Executive.  He  therefore  thought  the 
call  upon  tiiat  officer  was  incorrect  and  im- 
proper. If  the  information  was  worth  the  seek- 
mg,  he  thought  it  should  be  obtained  through 
the  medium  of  a  special  committee,  who  might 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and 
vested  with  the  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers.  At  all  events,  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  was  not  the  proper  person  of 
whom  the  inquiry  should  be  made — it  would 
be  more  correct  to  call  on  the  clerks  of  the 
courts,  to  which  the  proceedings  were,  by  that 
law,  made  returnable,  than  to  ask  it  of  the 
Executive,  who  had  no  agency  whatever  in  its 
execution.  Mr.  W.  also  adverted  to  the  limited 
operation  of  the  inquiry,  and  thought,  if  any 
importance  was  attached  to  it,  it  should  ex- 
tend to  other  districts  than  those  that  had  been 
named. 

Mr.  Lowndes  replied  to  the  suggestion,  that 
the  call  for  information  was  too  limited,  and 
remarked,  that  it  was  surely  an  xmsafe  position, 
because  all  the  information  that  was  desirable 
could  not  be  obtained,  that  it  was,  therefore, 
better  to  have  none  at  alL  He  thought  it  was 
safe  and  proper  to  rely  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  House,  in  respect  to  the  possible  result  of  a 
delay;  for  the  House  had  the  subject  always 
within  its  control,  and  could  resulate  and  direct 
it  by  such  principles  as  should  appear  to  be 
equitable  and  just.  In  respect  to  tne  source  of 
information  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  he 
would  remark,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had .  a  controlling  authority  over  all  the 
subordinate  officers  in  the  various  dep/uianents 
of  Government.  His  requisitions  would  be  re- 
ceived with  attention,  and  answered  with  re- 
rt,  and  it  was  not  so  much  a  transcript  from 
records  of  the  district  courts  which  the 
clerks  were  to  Ornish,  as  it  was  a  digest  of  the 
information  on  that  subject  which  the  Execu- 
tive was  supposed  to  possess. 

Mr.  SEBOEAin?  was  apprehensive  that  the 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  hereafter  press 
seriously  upon  the  House.  Frivolous  and  un- 
meaning resolutions  would  never  voluntarily 
receive  the  sanction  of  this  body ;  and,  if  this 
should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  information  that  it  proposed  to  obtain 
was  necessary  and  proper.    If,  then,  it  should 


not  be  obtained,  when  we  arrive  at  the  period 
of  discussion  in  which  it  may  be  supposed  to  be 
appropriate,  it  may  be  difficult  to  resist  the 
call  for  a  further  postponement,  until  it  can  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  8.  then  inquired,  and  examined  some- 
what in  detail  the  nature  and  situation  of  the 
records,  whose  repose  it  was  in  contemplation 
to  disturb.  Under  the  law  of  1800,  there  were 
commissioners  and  a  secretary  in  each  district, 
with  whom  these  papers  were  originally  placed. 
When  their  decision  had  been  consummated, 
these  papers  were  directed  to  be  deposited  in 
the  offices  of  the  several  derks  of  the  respective 
district  courts.  No  digest  or  record  of  them 
was  made.  Of  course  it  will  be  neoeanury, 
should  the  resolution  be  adopted,  that  the 
clerks  or  their  snccesson  should  look  back 
among  the  files,  reproduce  them  to  the  light, 
open  each  and  every  file,  examine  them,  how- 
ever voluminous,  from  their  inception  to  their 
end ;  and,  after  all,  what  light  would  th^  shed 
upon  the  expediency  of  the  bUl  that  was  now 
upon  the  table  f  What  if  it  should  appear  that 
the  dividends  had  been  small  f  That  must  lead 
to  the  inquiry,  wherefore  they  had  been  small  f 
for  the  fact,  without  the  reason,  would  be  a 
most  fallacious  and  inoondusive  guide  in  iQumi- 
nating  the  path  ci  inquiry.  He  would  not  enter, 
however,  cm  that  branch  of  the  subject,  and 
would  merely  observe  that,  although  he  was 
desirous  that  every  sort  of  infoimation  should 
be  given,  yet  he  should  be  reluctantly  com* 
pelled  to  vote  against  the  resolution,  because  it 
would  evidently  occasion  not  only  a  great  ex- 
pense^ but  a  consumption  of  time  that  might 
extremely  harass,  if  not  finally  defeat  a  bill  to 
which  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community 
looked  with  anxious  solicitude. 

The  resolution  was  further  supported  by 
Messrs.  Wbight  and  Wasvixld,  when  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  carried  in  the 
affinnative— yefis  77,  nays  71. 


Wbdkxsdat,  January  9. 
Another    member,  to   wit,  from  Georgia, 
Alfred  Outhbert,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


TmnassDAY,  January  10. 
Swneyon  OmeraL 
Mr.  Rabxin,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  requiring  surveyors 
general  to  g^ve  bond  and  security  for  the  faith- 
M  disbursement  of  public  money,  and  to  limit 
their  term  of  office ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

BavJi  qf  the  United  Statee. 
Mr.  AsTHXTB  Smith  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Buoivedf  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jaxuabt,  1822.] 


Indian  Departmem-^lu  Expenditwret. 


[a  OF  R 


zed  tlie  memorial  of  the  United  States  Bank,  be  in- 
strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  making  it 
the  condition  on  which  any  alteration  of  the  charter 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  made,  that 
tile  eighth  clanse  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
oonstitntion  of  said  bank  be  so  amended,  as  to  limit 
the  said  bank  in  the  contraction  of  debts,  and  the 
issue  of  its  notos,  to  some  multiple  of  the  gold  and 
siher  coin  of  the  lawiiil  cozrencj  of  the  UnUed  States 
Mtuallj  in  its  yaolts  or  possession,  and  hdd  to  an- 
swer the  demands  against  it ;  that  the  said  commit- 
tee also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  that 
the  plea  of  the  act  of  limitations  shall  not  bar  a  re- 
oovexy  in  an  action  brought  on  a  note  or  notes  is- 
sued b J  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  payable 
to  bearer. 

The  resolution  being  read,  tbe  question  was 
taken,  ''Will  the  House  agree  thereto f'  and 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Indian  Bepartment—Its  BtpendUurea, 

Mr.  PtuHKB,  of  New  Hampshire,  called  for 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  by  him  sub- 
mitted on  Wednesday  last,  calling  for  informa- 
tion from  the  War  Department  relative  to  the 
expenditures  of  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
year  1821. 

After  some  prefatory  remarks  by  the  mover, 
the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiB  hoped  the  resolution  would 
pass.  Had  it  been  moved  in  its  proper  season, 
sereral  days  ago,  it  mu;ht  have  prevented  the 
long  discussion  that  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  TfiACT  wished  to  extend  the  inquiry 
more  specifically  than  the  motion  seemed  to 
embrace.  He  therefore  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect 

Mr.  Baitdolph  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  objecting  to  the  original  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  nor  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York ; 
but  to  state  to  the  House  what,  in  his  opinion, 
was  an  obvious  principle  of  legislation.  There 
could  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
certainly  there  was  none  on  his,  to  receiving 
any  information  which  its  subordinate  depart- 
ments might  think  proper  to  impart  Such  in- 
formation, however,  was  not  requisite  for  him, 
in  sustaining  the  part  which  he  had  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  take  on  the  subject  It  was  incum- 
bent on  those  who  ask  for  an  issue  of  money 
from  the  public  purse,  to  show  their  reasons  for 
the  calL  The  onus  was  on  them.  Those  who 
asked  for  the  appropriation  were  to  show  cause 
why  it  should  be  done.  It  was  enough  for 
this  Hoase  to  remain  passive  until  those  who 
wanted  their  money  had  at  least  proven  the 
exigence  that  gave  birth  to  the  solicitation. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  cavil  on  the  ninth  part 
of  a  hair.  He  was  no  Hotspur.  But  when 
my  constituents  are  asked  for  money — ^for  H;is 
their  money,  said  Mr.  B.,  not  mine — ^it  is  not 
for  me  to  be  lavish  with  it;  nor  was  it  their 
province  to  go  in  quest  of  the  reasons  that  in- 
duce others  to  seek  it 

Mr.  Rhxa  moved  a   postponement;  which 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Run,  and  negatived. 
Vou  VIL— 16 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Teact's 
amendment,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Wabfield  was  satisfied  with  the  infor- 
mation already  obtained,  although  he  was  will- 
ing that  other  gentlemen  shodd  be  gratified 
who  wished  for  further  light  By  reference, 
however,  to  what  was  already  In  our  power, 
he  thought  it  would  appear  that  the  informa- 
tion contemplated  by  the  resolution  could  not 
be  obtained  in  time  for  the  partial  appropria- 
tion bill  to  which  it  seemed  to  refer,  muess  the 
debate  on  that  bill  should  be  protracted  until 
late  in  the  Spring. 

The  subject  was  fturther  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Pltjmeb,  Walwobth,  and  Abthub  Smith;  when 

Mr.  Rhea  remarked  that  he  wished  the  in- 
quiry to  go  further  back.  •  He  did  not  wish  for 
a  partial  examination  of  the  subject,  but  for  a 
full  elucidation.  This  he  tiiought  was  due  to 
the  Secretary  of  War;  and  he  would  there- 
fore move  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  ex- 
tend the  inquiry  not  only  to  1821,  but  also  to 
1820. 

Mr.  Guhbb  hoped  the  amendment  would 
succeed,  though  he  was  not  himself  desirous  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution. 
Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  course 
which  this  subject  had  taken,  and  incidentally 
on  the  merits  of  the  question  which  had  been 
for  several  days  under  debate,  at  considerable 
length — of  which  it  is  practicable  to  give  the 
substance  only.  It  seemed  to  him  that  some 
gentlemen  were  too  eager  to  identify  the  per- 
sonal character  of  the  Secretary  with  questions 
before  the  House,  and  taking  up  their  defence 
before  any  one  thought  of  makuog  an  attack. 
In  the  particular  cases  before  titie  House,  Mr.  G. 
confessed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not 
possess  his  confidence ;  though  he  believed  him 
to  be,  in  the  general  discharge  of  his  du^,  an 
able  and  enlightened  oflScer ;  and  he  believed 
that  officer  drew  much  too  largely  on  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House,  if  he  presxmied  it  would 
justify  him  in  the  course  he  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  excess  of  expenditure  above  the  ap- 
propriation. It  had  indeed  been  argued  that 
an  appropriation  law  is  not  the  authority  for 
expending  money ;  he  admitted  that  if  an  army 
is  authorized,  you  give  power  to  enlist  so  many 
soldiers;  that  if  contracts  cannot  be  made  on 
terms  as  cheap  as  were  anticipated  wLen  the 
law  passed,  it  was  competent  for  the  Secretary 
to  make  up  the  deficiency,  but  this  was  not  an 
analogous  case,  as  those  expenses  were  not 
authorized  by  any  law.  If  any  Secretary  ex- 
pended more  money  than  he  was  authorized  to 
do,  it  should  be  at  his  peril,  and  on  his  own 
responsibility.  This  was  the  great  question; 
ana  he  for  one  would  not  admit  that  any  Sec- 
retary should  dare — ^he  would  use  this  strong 
language — ^should  dare  to  place  his  constmotion 
above  the  construction  of  this  House,,  and  sub- 
stitute his  discretion  for  law.  Mr.  G.  contended 
further  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  have  prevented  a  large  portion 
of  this  unauthorized  expenditure.    It.  was  well 
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known  that  not  only  immense  nambers  of  tlie 
Indians  attended  at  uie  agencies  to  receive  their 
annuities,  but  that  they  came  attended  by  their 
women  and  children,  who  all  assembled  and  re- 
mained for  many  days  for  the  purpose  of  being 
fed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  This 
expense,  at  leasts  the  Secretary  could  have  con- 
trolled— tunely  orders  to  his  sub-agents  would 
have  prevented  it,  by  directing  that  rations 
should  not  be  issued  to  those  swarms  of  savages 
at  the  public  expense,  as  had  been  the  practice 
heretofore.  Such  an  order  would  have  sent 
the  Indians  home,  and  the  expense  would  have 
been  avoided.  Another  curtailment  of  expendi- 
ture, Mr.  G.  presumed,  might  have  been  made 
in  the  article  of  presents.  There  was  an  exist- 
ing statute  which  expressly  forbid  that  the  cost 
of  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes  should  exceed 
fifteen  thousand  dollars — there  was  no  discre- 
tion left  in  the  case  to  the  Executive;  Mr.  G. 
would  always  protest  against  the  exercise  of 
any  discretion  which  should  transcend  the  dis- 
bursement authorized.  Suppose  it  should  be 
discovered  that  the  Secretary  o^  tVar,  in  the 
great  discretionary  power  contended  for  by 
some  gentlemen,  should  have  thought  proper 
to  expend  for  presents  the  sum  of  $50,000,  in- 
stead of  $16,000— and  Mr.  G.  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  it  would  turn  out  so:  for  it  had 
oeen  stated  by  one  gentleman.  (Mr.  ^uohanan,) 
that  $40,000  was  expended  in  transporting  an- 
nuities, but  this  must  certainly  be  an  error,  and 
he  presumed  it  was  for  presents.  Mr.  G.  was 
of  opinion,  also,  that  the  expenditure  for  the 
Indian  department  might  have  been  reduced  in 
the  supply  of  agricultural  implements,  ploughs, 
&0.,  which  was  ftirmshed,  and  which  he  went 
on  to  show  might  have  been  reduced  without 
produdng  any  hardship  or  inconvenience  to 
the  tribes  to  whom  they  were  sent ;  for,  he 
observed,  these  inoplements  benefited  only  that 
class  amongst  the  Iiidians  which  were  wealthy, 
and  were  calculated  only  to  encourage  an  aris- 
tocracy amongst  them;  while  the  great  body 
of  the  tribes,  poor  and  miserable,  and  suffering, 
derived  no  sood  whatever  from  the  donation. 
But  these  things  were  not  known  perhaps  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  this  man  ot  towering 
genius,  to  which  so  much  homage  was  paicL 
Genius  he  might  have,  and  had,  Mr.  G.  said, 
but  for  his  part,  he  would  much  prefer  a  little 
practical  common  sense  to  all  the  powers  of 
imagination  which  had  been  ascribed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  It  was  not  his  object,  how- 
ever, Mr.  G.  said,  to-  assail  or  defend  any  Sec- 
retary— ^he  spoke  only  of  facts  and  principles. 
As  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  he  had 
no  idea  that  the  infcomation  it  called  for  would 
change  his  opinion  on  this  subject  He  was 
satisfied  that  money  had  been  expended  which 
was  not  authorized,  and  no  confidence  would 
induce  him  to  justify  such  dereliction  in  a  pub- 
lic office — ^he  would  give  no  such  confidence. 
The  people,  Mr.  G.  said,  placed  a  special  confi- 
dence in  their  representatives  in  matters  of  ap- 
propriation— ^it  was  unlike  matters  of  ordinary 


legislation — and  he  had  to  learn  that  confidence 
was  transferable. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  know  of  the  Chair 
whether,  on  this  resolution,  tiie  merits  of  the 
question  which  had  been  under  consideratioD 
for  some  days  were  debatable  % 

The  Speaxeb  thought  not;  but  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  determine  the  precise  line 
of  separation  between  the  two  subjects. 

Mr.  Plumeb  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment if  the  House  desired  additional  informn- 
tion ;  though  he  himself  did  not 

Mr.  Rhea^s  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes 
89;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  paseed 
without  a  count. 

Military  ApprapriaU(mM---IndianI)qMirtmenL 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  year  1822 — ^the  question  on  filling  the 
blank  for  the  Indian  department  being  yet  cm* 
der  consideration — 

Mr.  Randolph  remarked  that,  in  opposing 
the  appropriation  now  before  the  House,  him- 
self, and  those  who  acted  with  him,  had,  per- 
haps, shown  more  gallantry  than  discretioii. 
It  was,  perhaps,  proper  for  him  to  vindicate 
the  Administration  with  which  he  had  the 
honoiv— for  an  honor  it  was,  not  indeed  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  term  is  bandied  about  in 
this  House — ^to  act  He  regretted  that  so  much 
personality  had  been  introduced,  not  only  in 
relation  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  bat 
to  the  members  of  this  House.  There  were 
two  questions  which  the  committee  had  to  de- 
cide, that  in  his  opinion,  had  not  been  met^ 
probably  because  they  had  been  misconceived. 
The  first  and  most  important  question  was, 
Where  does  the  supreme  authority  of  this  Gov- 
ernment rest?  Does  it  reside  in  agents  or  in 
sub-agents?  or  shall  we  find  it  in  the  subordi- 
nates of  subordinates?  He  (Mr.  R)  would  not 
consent  to  admit  that  the  War  Department 
was  a  co-ordinate  or  correlative  branch  of  this 
House.  Should  it  be  said  that  the  Executive 
was  such  a  branch,  he  would  not  deny  it;  but 
when  we  approacli  the  Executive  or  Senate 
for  information,  it  is  in  the  respectful  terms  of 
request ;  when  we  speak  to  tne  subalterns  of 
the  Executive,  we  order  and  direct — ^in  lan- 
guage, civil  if  you  please,  but  mandatory.  The 
doctrine  of  these  departments  being  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Government,  was  therefore  un- 
sound— ^it  would  not  hold  water  a  moment. 
And  who  is  to  be  the  Judge^  and  what  ti^e 
measure  of  judgment?  What  is  their  power? 
It  is  derivative;  they  are  the  breath  of  the 
Executive  nostrils.  Mr.  R.  here  adverted  to 
the  situation  and  limitation  of  the  powers  of 
former  Secretaries,  and  was  disposed  to  do 
more  iustice  to  the  present  Secretary  of  War, 
than  his  friends  seemed  to  have  done.  The 
old  Spanish  proverb,  '^Save  me  from  my 
friends,**  &c.,  recurred  to  his  mind;  and  he 
would  not  take  the  Secretary  where  he  had 
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been  olaoed,  and  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not 
placed  himself  there.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  hard  measure  dealt  out  to  them 
on  both  sides.  They  had  tried  to  husband  the 
public  resources,  and  for  this  they  were  entitled 
to  credit  They  had  taken  the  only  course  that 
oonld  effect  that  object;  and  he  could  defy  the 
ingenuity  of  gentlemen  to  limit  the  e^>enditure 
of  the  Indian  department  in  any  other  manner 
than  by  limiting  the  appropriations  The  same 
course  was  required  as  when  you  would  teach 
frugality  to  a  child  at  school.  As  you  could 
not  define  every  item  of  expense,  the  only  and 
proper  way  would  be,  to  limit  by  a  precise  sum 
the  amount  of  his  expenditures,  beyond  which 
he  should  not  go.  There  was  no  other  mode  of 
retrenchment  where  the  expenditure  was  con- 
tingent. This  deficit,  said  lur.  R.,  comes  before 
us  m  a  most  questionable  shape.  Last  year,  the 
Secretary  made  his  estunate  of  $170,000.  Only 
$100,000  were  appropriated,  and  now  he  comes 
in  for  the  exact  balance.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
an  appropriation,  the  application  should  rather 
be  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  of  indemnity  to  pro- 
tect him  from  the  consequences  of  having  tran- 
scended the  powers  confided  to  him  by  tJie 
Representatives  of  the  people.  Such  an  act 
was  resorted  to  by  Lord  Chatham,  in  relation 
to  his  usurpations  on  the  subject  of  the  expor- 
tation of  corn.  Even  that  great  man,  who  fills 
80  large  a  q>ace  in  the  page  of  history,  and 
whose  name  wiU  be  reverenced  when  those 
who  now  figure  upon  the  scene  of  action  shall 
be  sunk,  deeper  than  the  plummet  ever  sounded, 
in  the  un&thomable  abyss  of  obUvion,  was 
obliged  to  seek  shelter  under  a  protecting  act, 
for  having  been  guilty  of  what  he  confessed  to 
be  a  thirty  days*  tyranny. 

The  gentleman  from  Penn^lvania  (Mr. 
3vcaASAs)  had  referred  to  the  day,  even  the 
day,  when  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  show  from 
tiie  history  of  that  period  that  then,  even  then. 
there  was  a  necessity  to  supply  the  deficits  of 
past  appropriations.  But  that  gentleman  would 
remember,  it  is  one  thing  to  know  for  what  (q>- 
propriations  are  made,  and  another  thing  to 
grant  them  without  knowledge — ^in  the  &rk. 
Iliere  was  but  one  unaccounted  deficit  supplied. 
within  his  recollection,  at  the  period  alludea 
to,  and  that  was  for  the  navsl  expenditure, 
which,  firom  the  nature  of  the  service,  was  most 
uncertain.  But  another  prodigious  discovery 
had  been  made  by  his  coUeague,  (Mr.  Smyth,) 
that  $100,000  had  been  granted  for  the  civil 
list  Bal^  though  the  appropriation  was  not 
specific  on  the  face  of  the  act,  yet  it  was  neces- 
sarilj  so  in  the  progress  of  the  disbursement 
The  salaries  of  the  President,  of  the  judges,  and 
of  the  various  ofiicers  of  the  Government,  were 
limited  and  defined.  There  was  no  reason  to 
fear  that  they  would  draw  for  larger  amounts 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  It  was  not  like 
the  Indian  department,  where  the  disbursement 
was  contingent^  and  undefined  by  law.  Did 
any  one  ever  hear  of  a  nation  being  ruined  by 


the  expenses  of  the  civil  list  ?  This  was  really 
saving  at  the  spigot  and  letting  out  at  the  two 
great  vortices — the  Army  and  the  Kavy.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  had  said 
hard  things  of  the  former  Secretary  of  War, 
(General  Dearborn,)  and  that  his  only  memora- 
ble act  was  his  sending  the  army  to  perish  and 
die  among  the  marshes  of  New  Orleans.  Now 
he  would  say,  and  he  would  say  it  without  fear, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  no  more  respon- 
sible for  that  act  of  the  commanding  General, 
than  the  head  of  the  Department  in  the  late 
war  was  for  any  of  the  blunders  of  the  oom- 
mandiug  Generals  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
[Mr.  S.  here  called  Mr.  B.  to  order.]  The 
Chairman  haviog  reauested  Mr.  B.  to  proceed, 
he  rose,  and  observed  that  neither  his  health, 
nor  his  fondness  for  debate,  or  rather  his  aver- 
sion to  it,  would  permit  him  to  extend  his  re- 
marks to  all  the  subjects  that  the  question  pre- 
sented. But,  so  long  as  his  constituents  looked 
to  him  with  so  much  partiality  as  to  send  him 
here  to  espouse  their  rights,  he  should  raise  his 
voice  without  fear,  against  any  principle  that 
compromitted  those  rights.  Ilie  law,  he  said, 
had  not  authorized  tibe  expenditure,  and  he 
here  read  and  commented  upon  the  statute  that 
authorizes  the  distribution  of  rations  to  tiiie 
Indians.  It  was  a  guarded  and  qualified  per^ 
mission,  not  a  peremptory  requirement.  The 
law  of  the  land,  therefore,  stood  violated,  and 
its  supreme  authority  was  disregarded  by  an 
officer  of  the  Government 

Yoa  may  be  Viceroys,  it  is  true, 
But  we'll  be  Viceroys  over  ycmt — 

was  now  virtually  the  language  held  to  this 
House.  It  could  not  excite  surprise  that  he 
(Mr.  B.)  should  enlist  under  the  banner  of  the 
people.  Although  he  had  once  a  connection 
with  the  court,  it  was  not  long  enough  to  es- 
strange  his  feelings  from  their  interest  His 
bias  leaned  to  the  payers  of  taxes,  not  to  the 
consumers.  Much  had  been  said  of  dignity, 
but  dignity  had  its  seat  in  the  mind.  It  might 
be  found  as  often  under  a  patched  coat  as  under 
a  flaunting  robe,  that  might  be  borrowed  or 
stolen.  True  dignity  consists  in  acting  well  in 
that  situation  in  which  it  has  pleased  God  to 
place  us;  and  in  a  Secretary  of  War  it  consists 
in  not  exceeding  his  appropriations.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buohanan) 
had  sud  that  he  did  not  believe  a  single  ceut 
was  unnecessarUy  expended  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  Q&i.  B.)  ootild 
not  go  so  far.  There  were  too  many  hun^ 
mouths  to  be  filled  under  all  administrations ; 
too  many  dogs  that  were  ready  to  eat  dirty 
bread  and  dirty  pudding.  But,  in  order  to  re- 
tain the  confidence  of  the  nation,  a  watchful 
guard  should  be  placed  over  the  people's  money. 
Keep  your  money,  and  your  money  will  keep 
you;  but  go  to  bed  with  confidence  in  your 
mouths,  and  you  will  awake  with  chains  on 
your  hands.  We  should  not  shun  tibe  law 
which  requires  scrutiny  in  the  disbursement  of 
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pnblio  moneys;  nor,  when  we  do  guard  the 
Treasnry,  should  we  be  put  on  our  deliverance. 
K  we  are  to  be  thus  put,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  aay 
with  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Floyd,) 
I  am  ready  to  go  to  Bpain!  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  under 
whose  displeasure  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
fell,  has  spoken  fevorably  of  the  employment 
of  the  troops  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture — 
that  their  swords,  or  the  use  of  them,  were  con- 
verted into  ploughshares.  But  I  can  remem- 
ber, said  Mr.  R.,  when  that  very  proposition 
was  hooted  out  of  the  House.  The  soldiers 
were  likened  to  the  barrow-men  of  Philadel- 
phia. Their  stations  and  dignity  were  too  high 
to  be  brought  down  to  the  business  of  making 
roads,  as  were  the  Roman  legions.  But  they 
were  not  confined  to  making  roads — they  were 
sent  up  the  Missouri  as  the  bait  to  the  trap  for 
an  Indian  war.  He  had  not  seen  an  account  of 
the  missing  in  that  war,  nor  the  death-roll  of 
the  army  sent  to  St.  Augustine.  Mr.  R.  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  dignity  of  the  debate 
had  not  been  interrupted  by  him.  His  life  was 
in  that  state  of  obscurity — ^he  would  not  say  of 
proscription — ^in  which  it  began.  He  could  now 
see  only  two  members  of  the  House,  (Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  New,)  who  belonged  to 
it  at  the  time  he  entered  that  body.  In  allud- 
ing to  the  events,  qtuxrwn  pars  fui,  he  could 
not  but  be  astonished  that  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time,  principles  were  received  as  matters  of 
course,  which  transcended,  beyond  measure, 
those  for  which  an  administration  of  that  day 
was  put  down,  and,  as  he  then  thought,  put 
down  forever.  He  feared,  from  the  past,  that 
whoever  succeeds,  will  find  the  constitution, 
like  the  horizon  from  the  traveller,  fly  from 
before  him ;  that  he  would  find  it  flying  before 
expediency  and  confidence.  However  the  Re- 
publican party  should  be  divided  or  subdivided, 
it  would  settle  down  into  the  parties  of  the 
Ck>urt  and  Country.  For  his  part,  the  side  of 
the  people  was  his  side.  He  was  identified 
with  them,  and  God  forbid,  said  he,  that  we 
should  causelessly  throw  away  that  money 
which  they  are  perhaps,  at  this  moment,  labor- 
ing to  earn. 

Mr.  Baldwik  was  sorry  the  range  of  debate 
had  been  so  wide  and  excursive ;  nor  could  he 
see  the  necessity  that  the  transactions  twenty 
years  ago  should  be  drawn  into  discussion 
with  more  propriety  than  the  wise  doubtings  of 
Wouter  Van  TwiUer,  or  the  inflexible  edicts  of 
Peter  the  Headstrong.  Mr.  B.  would  fully  con- 
cur with  gentlemen  in  the  propriety  of  making 
appropriations  speciflc;  but  it  seemed  to  have 
been  forgotten  that  the  specification  must  be 
made  in  this  House.  The  departments  were 
not  entitled  to  make  it;  and  no  information 
until  yesterday  had  been  asked  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  In  1820,  there  was  laid  upon  our 
tables  a  detailed  statement  of  the  whole  system 
of  policy  and  expenditure  in  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment for  a  long  series  of  years.  That  informa- 
tion was  to  be  considered  as  before  the  House, 


and  at  the  last  Congress  no  objection  was  made 
to  the  system.  The  appropriation  of  the  last 
year  did  not  Apply  to  the  policy  of  the  Indian 
department.  The  bill  came  in  blank,  and  he  did 
not  remember  to  have  heard  even  an  intima- 
tion that  it  was  intended  to  cut  down  any  part 
of  the  Indian  expenditure.  [Mr.  Smtth  ex- 
plained, and  said  the  estimate  was  $170,000,  and 
he  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $100,000 
only.]  This  appropriation,  said  "Mr.  B.,  was 
pa^ed  in  silence;  not  so  that  which  related 
to  the  fortifications.  The  extent  and  policy  of 
that  expenditure  was  tested  by  ^scussion  and 
by  vote.  Mr.  B.  was  as  little  disposed  as  oth- 
ers to  grant  away  the  public  money.  But  what 
was  more  common  than  that  committees  should 
be  mistaken  in  their  estimates?  It  happened 
almost  every  year — ^but  an  error  of  that  kind 
had  never  before,  as  he  bdieved,  been  construed 
into  an  indication  that  l^e  source  of  expendi- 
ture was  to  be  destroyed.  Mr.  B.  thought  the 
Secretary  of  War  could  not  be  said  to  have 
disobeyed  the  direction  of  the  House.  He 
had  never  been  called  upon  to  apportion  the 
$100,000.  That  would  be  an  act  which  he  had 
no  right  or  power  to  assume.  If  Congress 
directs  that  presents  shall  cease,  rations  be  dis- 
continued, or  the  agents,  interpreters,  &c.,  re- 
main unpaid,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  War 
Department  to  obey  the  mandate ;  but  to  limit 
and  apportion  to  each,  or  to  continue  one  and 
discontinue  another,  when  the  laws  were  in 
force  that  required  them  all,  would  certainly  be 
a  departure  from  his  duty.  By  voting  the  sum 
now  proposed,  the  Department  would  not  be 
exonerated  from  responsibility  of  subsequently 
accounting  for  it.  The  public  would,  therefore, 
be  safe,  and  he  thought  it  unwise  to  depart  at 
this  time  from  a  practice  which  had  uniibrmly 
obtained  for  forty  years,  without  setting  up  a 
buoy,  to  warn  the  Department  of  the  course 
which  was  prescribed  for  it  to  take. 

Mr.  Tod  rose  to  explain  his  reasons  for  vot- 
ing in  favor  of  the  sum  that  had  been  named 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
was  induced  to  do  this  from  the  circumstance 
that  other  gentlemen  on  that  committee  had 
thought  proper  to  explain  the  reasons  that 
would  influence  them  to  vote  against  it  Ibr. 
T.  passed  in  review  the  general  topics  that  had 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  debate ;  but  the  dif- 
flculty  of  hearing  precludes  a  full  and  extended 
report  of  his  observations.  He  thought  it  some- 
what singular  that,  with  one  solitary  exception, 
every  gentleman  who  had  resisted  the  report 
had  expressed  an  entire  confidence  in  the  gen- 
tleman who  directs  the  War  Department  They 
are  convinced  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  and  are 
solicitous  to  make  him  an  appropriation  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  that,  too,  founded 
on  the  same  data  and  principles  with  the  appro- 
priation which  they  oppose.  In  other  wordsL 
they  are  dissatisfied  with  his  past  conduct,  ana 
therefore  insist  upon  trusting  him  in  future; 
they  would  trust  in  his  promises  and  estimateiL 
but  not  in  his  fectst    A  great  anxiety  seemed 
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to  exist  for  accounts  ourrent — ^for  proofs  And 

Sipers.  He  donbted,  however,  whether  this 
onse  was  a  very  proper  place  to  audit  the 
Secretary's  accounts.  The  Third  Auditor^s 
apartment  was  most  appropriate  for  that  busi- 
neas,  where  papers  were  measured  by  the  cord. 
If  those  papers  were  even  brought  forward,  he 
dfiubted  whether  they  would  lead  to  a  yery 
beneficial  result.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  wish 
to  overhaul  papers,  and  hunt  up  receipts,  for 
half  a  pound  of  tobacco,  a  yard  of  wampum,  or  a 
pair  of  nippers,  furnished  to  an  Indian.  There 
were  officers  who  were  more  competent  to  per- 
form this  drudgery,  and  who  would  probably 
do  more  justice  to  the  subject  than  this  House 
in  their  representative  capacity.  Mr.  T.  ad- 
verted, also,  to  the  consequences  that  might 
arise  from  withholding  the  Indian  supplies,  and 
contended  that,  to  mfll:e  the  appropriation,  was 
called  for  as  much  by  the  dictates  of  policy  as 
of  justice  and  honor. 

Mr.  Stevenson  moved  to  rise  and  report, 
and  intimated  his  intention  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smyth  begged  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  a^w  observations  in  relation 
to  some  points  of  the  debate.  If  any  thing  of  a 
personal  character,  or  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House  had  occurred,  the  House  would 
bear  him  witness  that  it  had  not  fallen  from 
him.  Mr.  S.  read  a  part  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  that  related  to  personal  allusions,  and 
remarked  that  it  was  always  unpleasant  to 
q>eak  of  one's  self^  and  more  especially,  under 
any  degree  of  irritation ;  but  he  could  not  for- 
hw  to  give  a  short  answer  to  the  law  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Eandolfh,)  as  limiting  the  rations,  such  as 
could  be  spared.  The  extent  of  the  rations  to 
be  dealt  out,  was,  indeed,  in  some  degree,  a 
matter  of  discretion — ^unless  usage  had  given  it 
a  measure — ^but  the  obligation  to  furnish  them 
was  still  in  force  and  unrepealed.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  no  right  to  refuse  them.  The 
gentleman  says  the  act  of  sending  the  Army  to 
perish  among  the  marshes  that  surround  Kew 
Orleans,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  President  Jefferson. 
If  so,  why  should  not  the  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  department,  in  like  manner,  be  ascribed 
to  the  present  Executive?  The  fact  is,  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  commits 
these  things  to  the  heads  of  the  Departments, 
and  they  are  responsible  for  their  own  acts. 
Mr.  S.  could  not  believe  that  his  colleague  in- 
tended to  apply  that  to  him,  in  relation  to  the 
proceedings  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  which  he 
repelled  as  a  calumny.  By  this  he  would  as- 
sure both  that  gentleman  and  the  House,  that 
no  r^ection,  however  personal,  should  prevent 
him  from  the  performance  of  his  duty.  It  had 
been  undertaken,  and  should  be  performed, 
whatever  might  be  the  consequence.  Mr.  S. 
referred  to  two  appropriations  that  were  made 
to  cover  deficits  at  the  time  when  his  colleague 
contended  that  they  were  made  upon  account 
rendered.    One  was  made  in  I>e<^ber,  and 


the  other  in  the  January  following — ^and  both 
for  the  same  object,  which  showed  tbat  the 
accounts  or  estimates  could  not  have  been  ren- 
dered when  the  first  was  made— otherwise  it 
would  have  been  made  sufficiently  large  to  have 
prevented  the  necessity  of  the  second.  His  col- 
league had  said  that  he  was  of  the  party  of  the 
people.  So,  also,  am  I,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  belong 
not  to  the  court ;  and  when  will  it  be  found  that 
I  was  ever  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  cause  of 
the  people  ?  I  have  an  interest  in  the  people, 
and  m  posterity.  There  are  those  to  whom  my 
existence  is  important — ^but  even  that  existence 
shall  never  stand  in  the  way  of  my  duty. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Steven- 
son's motion  to  rise  and  report,  and  carried ; 
and  the  House  acyoumed. 


Fbidat,  January  11. 
Military  Appropriations — Indian  Department 
The  order  of  the  day  being  announced — 
Mr.  BuTLEB  moved  to  postpone  to  Tuesday 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  making 
partial  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  &c.,  for  the  year  1822.  The  reasons  he 
assigned  for  this  motion  were,  that  resolutions 
had  been  passed  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  certain  information,  the  want  of  whidi 
had  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  debate,  and  oc- 
casioned an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time. 
It  was  no  offence  to  the  officer  in  question  to 
have  asked  of  him  for  further  information.  Let 
it  be  received,  said  he ;  doubtless  the  Secretary 
can  fully  justify  his  course.  It  is  very  probable 
that  he  made  every  effort  within  lus  power  to 
bring  the  expenditure  within  the  appropriation, 
and  would  prove  it  by  the  facts  which  are  to 
be  reported  to  the  House.  The  debate,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  involved  the  genius  and  character  of 
that  officer  rather  than  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House;  and  all  difficulty  re- 
specting it  might  have  been  prevented  by  hav- 
ing the  information  first,  and  debating  the  sub- 
ject afterwards.  He  could  not  see  any  benefit 
that  could  arise  from  pressing  a  further  discus- 
sion at  this  moment,  and  therefore  wished  post- 
ponement, &c. 

Mr.  Golden  supported  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement, because  the  fhrther  discussion  of  it 
at  present  could  tend  to  no  beneficial  purpose. 
With  regard  to  the  debate  which  had  ali^ady 
taken  plac^  Mr.  0.  said  if  any  one  had  heard 
it  without  knowing  the  subject,  he  might  have 
supposed  the  House  was  sitting  in  caucus  on 
the  subject  of  the  President!^  election,  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  candidates.  The 
whole  and  sole  point  of  controversy  for  several 
days  had  been,  whether  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  given  to  the  House  such  information  a& 
will  authorize  it,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  in  voting  the  appropriation  which 
has  been  asked.  If  this  were  the  true  point, 
what  need  for  travelling  over  our  history,  &c., 
and  taking  so  wide  a  range  in  this  debate? 
No  member  had  questioned  during  these  ten 
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clays'  debate,  whether  it  was  in  the  power 
of  OoDgress  to  make  an  appropriation  of  this 
nature ;  the  only  question  had  been  as  to  the 
proof  of  its  necessity.  Such  being  the  case,  and 
the  information  being  now  called  for,  why  dis- 
cuss it  further  until  that  information  was  re- 
ceived ?  If  in  all  this  business  there  was  any 
fault — ^he  used  the  word  in  no  invidious  or 
unfriendly  sense — ^it  was  in  the  organ  of  this 
House.  If  there  was  a  defect  of  information, 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  he  apprehended, 
rather  than  the  Secretary  of  War,  had  commit- 
ted it.  The  committees  of  the  House,  Mr.  0.  said, 
are  supposed  to  hold  direct  communication  with 
l^e  heads  of  departments,  and  to  be  the  me- 
dium of  communication  between  them  and  this 
House.  It  was  for  this  purpose  he  understood 
that  the  Gonmodttee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
been  constituted.  If  that  committee  had  not 
been  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill 
now  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  they  would  not  have  reported  it. 
But  that  coDunittee  had  not  given  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  appeared  to  satisfy  the 
House.  The  Secretary  of  War,  however,  had 
shown  every  disposition  to  afford  the  House  all 
the  information  in  his  power,  and  if  this  bill 
were  postponed,  he  presumed  the  House  would 
by  Tuesday  receive  the  information  for  which 
it  had  asked. 

Mr.  BxjOHANAN  was  opposed  to  this  postpone- 
ment. For  what  purpose,  he  asked,  was  the 
subject  to  be  postponed?  It  was  said  to  ac- 
quire additional  information.  What  informa- 
tion, said  he,  have  you  already?  You  have 
precise  information  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
as  to  all  the  objects  of  the  expenditure,  and  he 
has  told  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you 
vouchers  showing  the  special  manner  in  which 
every  sum  of  expenditure  is  applied.  This,  it 
would  occur  to  every  one,  would  be  utterly  im- 
posdble,  because,  unless  the  Secretary  was 
more  fortunate  than  anybody  else,  he  could  not 
have  vouchers  and  receipts  for  the  expenditure 
before  the  expenditure  was  made.  In  a  general 
view,  then,  the  House  had  all  the  information 
which  could  be  expected ;  and  it  could  not  have 
it  in  detail  until  the  information  was  obtained 
by  the  Secretary.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  postponement  for  the  further  reason — 
that  as  the  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
had  occupied  the  floor  more  than  those  who 
were  opposed  to  them,  and  an  honorable  mem- 
ber from  y irginia  had  been  expected  to  address 
the  House  this  morning,  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  for 
extending  to  him  the  same  liberality  which  had 
been  accorded  to  others.  He  wanted  for  him- 
self no  further  information;  and  he  thought, 
also,  that  courtesy  ought  to  induce  the  House 
•now  to  go  on  with  the  discussion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cambbeleno  was  not  so  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  information  before  the  House  as  the 

gintieman  from  Pennsylvania  appeared  to  be. 
e  was  persuaded  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  able  and  perfectly  disposed  to  give  other  in- 
formation which  might  be  acceptable.  It  would, 


he  thought,  be  decorous  in  this  House  to  itsell^ 
as  well  as  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  poBtpone 
this  question,  until  he  should  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  called  for  by  its  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Maryland,  reviewed  the  course 
which  the  bill  now  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  had  taken  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  No  mention  had  been  made,  he  said,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bv  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  any  deficit  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment for  the  last  year.  They,  therefore,  oonld 
not  be  prepared  to  give  information  respecting 
it. 

[Here  Mr.  Sfeaxsb  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  question,  which  was  no  more  than 
a  question  of  postponement,  and  admitted,  ao- 
cording  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  of  no  dis- 
cussion on  the  merits  of  the  subject  proposed 
to  be  postponed.  During  the  whole  of  to-day's 
proceeding,  the  Speaker  endeavored  to  keep  gen- 
tlemen within  the  rule,  but  apparently  in  vain.] 

Mr.  Smith,  however,  submitted  to  the  decisioiL 
of  the  Chair,  saying  as  he  sat  down,  that  he  had 
supposed  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Colden)  would  have  been  obliged  to  him  to  set 
him  right  as  to  facts. 

Mr.  Little  thought  there  was  sufficient  infor- 
mation on  the  subiect  ahready  before  the  House, 
and  he  was  opposed  to  the  postponement,  because 
time  would  be  saved,  as  he  thought,  by  going  cm 
with  the  discussion.  If  he  thought,  indeed,  that 
it  would  shorten  the  discussion,  he  would  agree 
to  a  postponement  for  any  reasonable  time.  Snt, 
he  said,  the  House  was  bound  to  proceed ;  the 
faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged  for  these  expeo- 
ditures,  and  the  persons  having  claims  on  the 
Government  on  account  of  them  were  suffering 
by  this  delay. 

Mr.  BuBBOWB  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone* 
ment  would  not  prevail,  and  one  reason  why  he 
was  opposed  to  it  was,  that  he  had  no  doubt  the 
postponement,  if  it  prevailed,  would  be  a  means, 
peradventure,  of  protracting  the  argument  to  a 
greater  length  of  time  than  what  had  been 
already  occupied.  For  himself,  he  was  as  well 
prepared  to  vote  on  this  question  three  or  four 
days  ago,  before  all  the  able  arguments  which 
they  had  heard,  as  he  was  now.  Gentieinea 
were  bound,  he  said,  to  pay  attention  to  the 
questions  before  the  House,  and  bring  them  to  aa 
speedy  a  conclusion  as  was  consistent  with  exist- 
ing circumstances.  This  subject  had  already- 
occupied  several  days,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  further  postponement, 
with  a  view  either  to  give  a  chance  for,  or  to 
prevent,  further  debate. 

Mr.  Walwobth  was  opposed  to  frirther  delay 
of  a  decision  on  this  question.  He  recapitulated 
the  several  Indian  agencies,  and  described  their 
locations.  These  agencies,  he  said,  were  estab- 
lished by  law,  the  compensation  of  the  agents 
was  fixed  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  Executive 
had  no  discretion  to  appoint  them  or  not,  or  in 
regard  to  their  compensation.  Neither  had  it 
any  authority  to  reduce  their  number  or  lednoe 
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their  compensatioo,  without  authoritj  of  law. 
To  refuse  this  appropriation,  he  argued,  wonld 
be  to  subject  the  frontier  to  all  the  horrors  of 
Indian  warfare ;  and  he  made  a  glowing  appeal 
to  onr  Western  brethren,  whose  blood  had  freely 
flowed  in  conflict  with  the  Indians — ^to  those 
whose  conntrjmen's  scalps  had  been  displayed 
as  trophies  in  the  8tates  of  a  neighboring  (he 
had  almost  said  of  a  savage)  power,  whether  it 
wonld  not  be  better  to  preserve  peace  with  the 
Indians  than  to  fight  them.  Many  of  the  posts 
among  the  Indians,  he  said,  were  in  a  savage 
coontry,  where  there  were  no  roads,  and  it 
would  take  some  time  to  send  supplies  there ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  much  of  the 
expenditure  fur  the  year  must  be  incurred  before 
the  general  appropriation  bill  could  pass.  Par- 
tial appropriations  were  therefore  unavoidable, 

Mr.  NsLfloir,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion. 
In  his  view  the  information  was  not  only  insuffi- 
cient, but  there  was  really*  none  before  the 
House  on  which  they  could  understandingly  act. 
He  could  not  consent  to  make  a  grant  of  the 
public  money  without  more  knowledge  than  had 
hitherto  been  afforded.  He  wished  it  to  be 
clearly  shown  in  what  way  the  Secretary  of 
War  could  vindicate  himself  for  having  tran- 
scended the  appropriation  of  the  last  year.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  require  impossibilities  of 
that  oflScer,  but,  if  he  had  substituted  his  own 
discretion  for  the  constitutional  measure  of 
supply,  he  was  altogether  indisposed  to  sustain 
the  proceeding. 

Mr.  MoDxTTFiE  arose  with  the  view  of  express- 
ing to  the  House  his  desire  that  no  information 
might  be  withheld,  which  any  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  House  should  desire  to  receive. 
In  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  the  other  day 
he  had  said,  that  if  gentlemen  wished  for  infor- 
mation, and  would  ask  for  it,  they  would  un- 
questionably receive  it  Had  that  course  been 
then  adopted,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  the 
necessity  for  tiiis  debate  would  have  been  super- 
seded ;  and  he  had  only  to  express  his  surprise 
how  (^ntlemen  could  justify  a  debate  so  long,  on 
the  ground  of  a  want  of  information  which  they 
could  have  got,  but  did  not  ask  for  it.  For 
himself  he  was  satisfied,  and  he  believed  a  great 
migority  of  the  House  was,  but  he  was  desirous 
that  no  information  should  bewithheld.  When  the 
House  should  have  received  the  information,  he 
said,  he  believed  that  no  man,  viewing  the  sub- 
ject as  it  would  then  be  seen,  would  open  his 
mouth  against  the  appropriation.  Wo  have  all  of 
US  already,  said  he,  incurred  a  heiivy  responsi- 
bility, by  the  time  which  we  have  consumed 
in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  always  willing  to  encounter 
responsibility ;  but  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  willing  to  condescend  so 
&jr  as  to  impart  the  information  which  this  House 
ihould  require  from  him.  He  could  not  say, 
however,  that  it  would  be  valuable  to  the  House 
after  it  was  obtained ;  for,  if  he  had  understood 
tiiegentleman  (Mr.  MoDuffie)  the  other  day,  he 


told  us  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  understand 
it  if  it  were  obtained.  [Here  Mr.  McD.  rose  to 
explain,  but  the  floor  was  not  yielded.]  Perhaps 
his  (Mr.  F.'s)  mind  was  so  angular,  that  it  could 
not  comprehend  the  complexity  of  the  com- 
munications from  the  Departments.  He  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  when  the 
accounts  were  shown  that  could  support  it.  He 
had  heard  no  imputation  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War,  except  from  those  who  seem  to  consider 
themselves  as  his  advocates.  Yet  it  was  singu- 
lar that  when  Indians  and  agents  had  come  from 
a  vast  distance,  and  visited  our  galleries — ^when 
a  delegate  from  Michigan,  on  our  extreme  bor- 
der, had  come  here  in  sixteen  days  from  Detroit, 
that  the  accounts  of  expenditure  should  require 
such  a  vast  length  of  time  in  Uieir  transmission. 
The  vouchers  of  the  disbursements  ought  to 
travel  with  an  expedition  equal  to  that  of  the 
drafts  for  the  money.  He  would  not  doubt  that 
the  expenditure  had  been  fair,  but  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  the  evidence  of  it.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  friends  of  the  Secretary 
that  the  information  might  be  had  if  asked  for, 
but  he  felt  some  degradation,  that  it  was 
deemed  necessary  by  gentlemen  to  give  that 
assurance  where  the  House  had  a  right  to  demand 
it.  He  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  suppose  he  desired  to  withhold 
it ;  and  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  money 
was  expended  according  to  the  Secretary's  best 
ideas  of  propriety ;  but,  he  repeated,  he  wished 
to  know  how  it  was  expended,  and  he  would 
not  be  satisfied  without  this  information. 

Mr.  Stsvbnson  observed  that,  although  the 
conunittee  had  yesterday  agreed  to  rise  and  re- 
port on  his  suggestion,  yet  he  was  disposed  to 
waive  the  right  which  the  politeness  of  the 
House  had  given  him,  in  favor  of  the  motion 
now  before  that  bod  v.  The  reasons  assigned  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nblson)  were 
sufficient,  in  his  mind,  to  evince  the  expediency 
of  postponement.  He  wished  for  information 
on  the  subject,  not  partially,  but  to  its  full  ex- 
tent. While,  on  the  one  hand,  we  hear  that  the 
conduct  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  who 
fills  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  with  so  much 
honor,  has  been  arraigned,  and  that  his  reputa- 
tion is  involved  in  the  issue  of  this  question; 
when,  on  the  other,  we  are  told  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  etiquette ;  and  again,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  system  of  policy  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment is  in  question ;  among  this  discordance  of 
opinion  it  must  surely  be  important  to  pause 
and  reflect,  and  to  obtain  all  that  information  on 
the  subject  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  collect. 
Admitting  that  it  was  not  important  in  its  be- 
ginning, yet  it  has  certainly  become  so  by  the 
course  which  the  discussion  has  taken,  and  he 
frilly  agreed  with  his  colleague  that  it  was  a 
question,  not  as  between  co-ordinate  powers,  but 
between  a  subordinate  department  and  the 
people  who  created  it.  Yet  he  would  not  say, 
nor  would  he  be  understood  to  insinuate,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  not  acted  with  in- 
tegrity and  justice.    I  am  not  disposed,  said 
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Mr.  8.,  to  dond  the  lustre  of  his  reputation,  nor 
pluck  a  leaf  from  the  wreath  with  which  in- 
telligence and  genius  have  adorned  his  brow.  I 
would  as  soon  demolish  the  altar  where  I  wor- 
ship. I  admire  and  appreciate  the  qualities  of 
a  young  man  who  gives  us  the  fairest  promise 
of  filling  at  some  time  the  highest  councils  of 
his  country.  His  reputation  I  regard  as  the 
common  property  of  his  country,  and  I  wish 
not  to  thicken,  but  to  disperse  the  obscurities 
that  surround  him,  and  which  now  hang  like 
the  petty  mists  which  fret  themselves  at  the  base 
of  a  mighty  mountain.  Mr.  S.  would  trouble 
the  House  with  but  one  further  remark.  You 
have,  by  a  resolution,  called  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  War  Department  for  information  on  this 
very  subject  The  resolution  has  gone  forth. 
It  is  probably  under  consideration,  and  perhaps 
an  answer  is  preparing  to  this  formal  requisition 
of  the  House.  He  would  submit  it,  then, 
whether  it  would  be  proper  or  decorous  to  call 
for  information,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  decide 
the  question  to  which  the  information  refers, 
before  time  has  been  given  the  Department  to 
fhmish  it. 

Mr.  GiLMEB  was  understood  to  believe  that,  by 
referring  to  the  abstracts  of  expenditure  in  the 
Department  of  War  for  the  years  1818  and  1819. 
the  House  would  probably  see  the  necessity  or 
exploring  further  into  this  subject.  The  amount 
limited  by  law  for  presents  to  Indians,  was 
$15,000;  but  it  would  be  found  that^  in  1818, 
there  were  distributed  in  presents  to  them  the 
sum  of  $180,000  in  money,  and  $165,000  in 
goods,  making  an  aggregate  of  $285,000.  If 
tiiere  was  such  a  psdpable  excess  beyond  the 
provisions  of  the  law  in  that  year,  he  thought  it 
highly  proper  to  obtain  information  how  great 
was  l^e  excess  for  the  last  year. 

Mr.  Smith  would  withdraw  his  opposition  to 
the  motion  for  so  much  time  had  been  already 
consumed  in  discussing  it^  (it  being  nearly  three 
o'clock,)  that  there  was  no  time  left  to  enter  into 
a  discus^on  of  the  main  subject,  if  they  took  it 
up. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  postponemeut,  when  the 
question  was  taken  and  carried— ayes,  89. 

Thubsday,  January  IT. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
Virginia,  Jameb  Jones,  appeared,  produced  his 
Credeiftials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Satubdat,  January  19. 
Monument  to  General  Wboster. 
Mr.  ToMLmsoK  submitted  the  following : 
Reteived,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instriicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating the  som  of  five  hundred  dollan,  to  carry 
into  e£fect  a  resolntion  of  Congress,  passed  June  17, 
1777,  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  General  David  Wooster,  who  fell  in 
bravely  repelling  an  inroad  of  the  British  forces  to 
Danbmy,  in  Connecticat. 


Mr.  T.  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  followixig 
resolution  of  Congress : 

Ruolved^  That  a  monnment  be  elected  to  the 
memory  of  Genefal  Wooster,  with  the  following  io- 
scription : 

<*In  honor  of  David  Wooster,  Brigadier-GenenJ 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  In  defending  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  repelling  an  inroad 
of  the  British  forces  to  Danbnzy,  in  Connecticat,  he 
received  a  mortal  wonnd  on  the  27th  day  of  Aprfl, 
1777,  and  died  on  the  2d  day  of  May  following.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  merit  and  senrioes,  have  caused  this  monnment 
to  be  ereoted." 

JUtolvedy  That  the  Execntive  power  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  be  requested  to  cany  the  foregtung  leao- 
lution  into  execution,  and  that  B:ve  hundred  dolhun 
be  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that,  as  the  resolution  under 
consideration  proposed  an  inquiry  merely,  lie 
deemed  it  unnecessary  for  him,  on  this  ooca* 
sion,  to  do  more  than  briefly  state  the  facts 
which  had  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolution 
before  the  House.  He  said,  it  appeared  by  a 
certificate  from  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
the  sum  allowed  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolu* 
tion  of  Congress  which  had  been  read,  had  not 
been  paid  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Oon- 
necticut.  Mr.  T.  stated  that  he  had  received 
information  from  a  highly  respectable  source, 
that  no  monument  had  been  erected  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  resolution  to  which  he  had  adverted, 
to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  hero  namea 
in  that  resolution,  but  that  his  remains  now 
rested  with  nothing  except  a  rude  stone  to  mark 
the  spot  where  they  were  deposited. 

The  resolution  was  thereupon  adopted. 


Monday,  January  21. 
Eetimate  of  Appropriations, 
The  Spbaxeb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  lYeas- 
ury,  viz: 

Tbbasubt  Depabtmeht,  Jan.  19, 1822. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  aa 
estimate  of  appropriations,  proposed  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1822,  amounting  to  $8,891,285  48. 
For  the  Civil  List,      ...  $868,603  42 
For  Miscellaneous  Expenses,       -    456,875  60 
For  Foreign  Intercourse,     -        -    148,000  00 
For  Military  Department,  includ- 
ing Pensions,  Arming  the  Mili- 
tia, Indian    Department,   and 
Arrearages,  -        -        -        .  5,165,896  19 
Naval    Establishment,   including 
the  Marine  Corps,  •        -        -  2,252,410  27 

$8,891,285  46* 


*  In  the  working  of  every  Oovemment  there  are,  at  la- 
tervals,  certain  stand-points,  where  the  statesman  and  law- 
giver should  make  a  stand— shoold  stop  and  oonaldttx^— 
Bhoold  compare  the  psst  with  the  present,  and  work  out 
conclasions  in  his  own  mind.  This  epoch  of  1822,  and  this 
expense  of  .working  the  Oovemment  at  that  time,  oonstitota 
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The  funds  from  which  the  appropriatioiis  for  the 
year  1822  may  be  duchaiged,  aie  the  following,  viz : 

l9t.  The  Eom  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollus  an- 
noaUj  reserved  bj  the  act  of  the  4tfa  of  Angnst,  1790, 
out  of  the  duties  and  customs,  towards  the  expenses 
of  Govemmenl 

2d.  The  Muplus  which  may  remaii^  of  the  customs 
and  arrearages  of  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes, 
after  satisfying  the  sums  for  which  they  are  pledged 
and  appropriated. 

Sd.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1822. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  SPKAKBRo/the 

Hourn  of  Rq^Tumktlxoet. 


TuxsDAT,  January  22. 
Bankrupt  BiU. 

The  House  then  lesolyed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  unfinished  businefls 
of  yeeterday — ^the  Bankrupt  bilL 

Mr.  SsBoxAirr  resumed  his  remarks;  and 
begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few 
further  observations  on  the  subject  The  ^s- 
,  cnssion  of  yesterday,  in  his  view,  had  led  €o  this 
result — that  the  whole  of  the  civilized  world,  so 
far  as  it  was  oommerdal,  had  adopted,  with 
some  modification  or  other,  a  bankrupt  law; 
and  that,  whatever  modification  those  nations 
had  provided,  the  two  principal  points  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  regarded,  viz :  security  to 
the  creditor  and  relief  to  the  debtor.  He  did 
not  mean  to  be  understood  that  there  were  not 
specific  differences  among  those  laws  between 
the  several  nations.  In  respect  to  the  adn^nis- 
tration  of  those  laws,  the  dmerenoes  were  con- 
siderable ;  but,  after  all,  the  conclusion  seemed 
to  be  fixed,  and  that  by  the  common  consent  of 
nations^  that,  where  there  was  commerce,  there 
a  bankrupt  law  must  be— not  only  as  a  neces- 
sary, but  as  a  salutary  measure.  This  consid- 
eration was  fortified  by  the  fact,  that  the  firamers 


eae  of  these  stand-points,  in  which  a  lesson  may  be  fonnd  on 
that  cardinal  Tlrtae,  both  in  public  sad  private  life ;  1o  wU : 
eeo&omj.  The  QoTernment  had  then  been  in  operation 
fibirty-lbor  jesrs-^bont  one-half  of  its  existence  to  the 
present  time->its  territory  had  been  doubled  by  the  scqalsl- 
tion  of  Looislana  and  Florida,  and  yet  its  annual  ozpenso 
was  Ices  than  nine  millions  of  dolkrs.  Compare  that  with 
what  haa  taken  piece  since  1622 ;  with  what  has  taken  place 
in  the  thirty-foor  years  which  have  elapsed  since  that  time. 
Certainly,  the  word  ** economy"  had  an  existence  in  Ihct,  as 
weU  as  in  name,  at  that  time.  It  was  my  Urst  year  in  Con- 
(Teas;  and,  while  ** economy"  was  claimed  as  a  distinctiTS 
rqmblican  Tirtoe,  (for  the  name  of  democrat  had  not  then 
been  taken,)  I  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  Jostlce,  to  say,  that  I 
saw  the  same  regard  for  economy  in  the  federal  members 
(fiyr  aeitber  bad  th«y  changed  their  name  at  that  time)  that 
I  did  in  the  repnblicaa.  Less  than  nine  millions  a  year  for 
woikiaf  tlie  Ooremment  at  that  time  I  tnclnding  all  the 
beads  of  pabUc  expenditnre,  except  the  Interest  and  part  of 
the  pciaeipal  of  the  pnUio  debt,  which,  being  a  <f^<,  was  a 
separate  otjeet  to  be  provided  for,  and  payments  on  account 
ef  it  eonsatnted  no  part  of  the  e^ense  of  working  the  Ooyo 


of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  fore- 
seeing the  destinies  of  our  country,  made  this 
special  provision — ^believing,  as  they  doubtless 
did,  that  such  a  provision  would  be  found  es- 
sential as  the  commercial  resources  of  the  nation 
should  be  developed  and  expand.  In  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  which  he  had  referred,  other 
things  had  cmanged.  Their  external  relations 
and  their  internal  government  had  varied  with 
successive  sovereigns ;  but  the  principles  of  this 
law  had  remained  unshaken.  The  English 
bankrupt  law  was  first  established  under  the 
reign  of  Henry  YIH.,  at  a  time  when  commerce 
was  j ust  springing  into  life.  Dnrinff  the  various 
political  commotions — ^the  struggles  of  party 
and  the  ascendency  of  faction — ^this  law,  instead 
of  being  destroved,  had  gathered  strength  and 
improvement  with  the  progress  of  time.  It  had 
survived  the  stormy  period  of  the  Common- 
wealth— the  usurpation  of  Oromwell — the  re- 
storation of  Charles  II. — and  the  revolution  of 
1688,  that  placed  the  House  of  Orange  on  the 
throne  of  England.  In  France,  it  was  enacted 
prior  to  the  revolution.  It  subsisted  during  the 
period  of  that  tempest — ^was  unrepealed  by  the 
fluctuating  councils  of  the  republic — ^by  the 
Emperor  Napoleonr-and  is  at  this  time,  and 
ever  has  been,  the  law  of  France,  since  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons.  Before  the  revo- 
lution in  France,  it  is  well  known  that  com- 
merce was  in  a  degraded  state.  It  was  consid- 
ered a  disreputable  employment ;  and  it  is  rather 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  it  was  carried  on  at 
all,  than  that  it  should  have  received  any  sanc- 
tion from  the  Government.  It  is  probably 
owing  to  the  degradation  of  trade  that  we  find 
in  the  first  stages  of  the  bankrupt  law  such  se- 
vere enactments,  and  such  a  uniform  confound- 
ing of  criminality  with  misfortune.  The  Code 
Napoleon  mitigated  this  severity,  and  restored 
to  commerce,  in  a  measure  at  least,  that  con- 
sideration to  which  it  was  entitled.  The  Dutch 
law  on  bankruptcy  was  enacted  before  Napoleon 
had  placed  his  brother  on  the  throne  of  Hol- 
land. The  Code  Napoleon  and  the  bankrupt 
law  had  since  been  adopted  in  that  country, 
and  were  now  in  operation.  All  these  nations, 
in  the  different  periods,  had  concurred  in  the 
sentiment,  that  the  fiedling  merchant  should  be 
arrested  in  his  career,  and  his  property  placed 
in  proper  hands  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors. 
There  were  specific  differences  amonff  the  vari- 
ous nations,  as  to  the  proportions  and  numbers 
of  the  creditors,  whose  opinion,  in  regard  to  the 
effects  of  the  debtor,  should  control  and  bind 
the  rest.  In  England,  it  was  three-fifths ;  in 
Scotland,  three- fourths;  in  Ireland,  the  same 
as  in  England ;  in  France,  a  minority  in  number, 
being  three-fourths  in  amount ;  and  in  Spain  and 
Holland,  two-thirds  of  the  creditors  in  number, 
and  one-half  in  amount,  or  one-half  in  number, 
and  two-thirds  in  amount.  Mr.  S.  also  adverted 
to  the  different  operations  of  the  bankrupt  law 
in  the  respective  nations,  and  the  effect  which 
the  acts  of  the  mi^or  part  of  the  creditors  had 
in  binding  the  minority  and  releasing  tiie  debtor. 
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It  seems,  said  he,  that  the  oommon  sense  and 
common  jostioe  of  mankind  had  conferred  on 
this  subject,  and  that  their  miited  wisdom  had 
produced  a  uniform  l^snlt.  It  might  be  said 
that  the  example  of  England,  and  France,  and 
Spain,  were  entitled  to  little  weight  in  testing 
the  principles  bj  which  a  repnbSc  should  be 
governed.  So  far  as  it  applied  to  principles  of 
government,  he  would  cheerftdly  admit  that 
tiiose  nations  were  to  be  regarded  rather  a^ 
beacons  to  avoid,  than  as  examples  to  follow. 
But  in  pecuniaiy  concerns,  that  had  no  connec- 
tion with  politics,  he  thought  their  example, 
uniform  as  it  had  been,  carried  with  it  great 
weight  and  consideration. 

But  it  was  time  to  turn  from  the  Govern- 
ments of  other  nations  to  that  of  our  own. 
When  far  off,  it  was  discoverable  only  as  a  unit. 
It  gathered  magnitude  and  importance  the 
nearer  we  approached  it ;  but  it  was  not  until 
we  came  in  view  of  the  domestic  and  social  re- 
lations, that  its  deep  and  lasting  interests  were 
felt  and  regarded.  It  was  there  that  the  want 
of  such  a  system  was  peculiarly  and  distinctly 
seen.  When  the  unfortunate  and  unhappy 
merchant  was  left  without  resource  and  cut  off 
from  hope.  When  he  was  surrounded  by  a 
family  that  Providence  had  made  dependent 
upon  him,  and  at  the  same  time  found  himself 
not  only  unable  to  supply  their  wants,  but,  per- 
haps, shut  up  in  a  prison,  with  the  power  of 
society  acting  upon  himu  To  relieve  calamities 
like  these,  the  States  had  sometimes  interposed. 
Mr.  S.  alluded  particularly  to  the  bankrupt  law 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  made  in  1785,  be- 
fore tlie  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  then  the  most  commer- 
cial State  in  the  Union,  and  the  law  continued 
until  1793,  when  it  expired  by  its  own  limitar 
tion.  The  power  over  the  subject-matter  was 
supposed  to  be  transferred  to  the  (Government 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  referred  particu- 
larly to  the  preamble  of  that  law,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  as  containing  the  reasons 
which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  which  must  be 
admitted  to  be  cogent  in  all  commercial  com- 
munities. There  was  probably  as  strong  a 
moral  sense,  and  as  much  intelligence  in  the 
State  of  Peimsylvania  in  1785,  as  there  is  at 
present,  and  yet  the  law  continued  in  force 
eight  years,  and  its  operation  had  been  regarded 
as  salutary  to  the  people  of  the  State.  Unlike 
the  severity  of  the  British  law,  the  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania did  not  consider  the  debtor  as  necessa- 
rily criminal  because  he  had  been  unfortunate. 
It  was  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  opinions  of  the  age.  The  en- 
action of  a  bankrupt  law  in  the  individual  States 
was  not  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania.  It  had  been 
resorted  to,  also,  in  the  State  of  New  York — 
now  the  largest  and  most  commercial  State  in 
the  Union.  They  long  kept  what  was  called 
the  three-fourth  act,  a  sort  of  bankrupt  law,  but 
which  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United  States 
declared  they  were  not  competent  to  make.  In 
Rhode  Island  and  Maryland,  laws  of  the  same 


description  liad  been  long  since  enacted ;  and 
in  the  State  of.  Louisiana — a  new  comm^tnal 
State — a  bankrupt  law  was  enacted  in  1808,  but 
was  condemned  as  unconstitutional  by  the  Su- 
preme Oourt  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  McMillan  vs,  Minn.  It  yet  remains  upon  the 
statute  book  of  that  State.  Its  principal  featured 
were  taken  from  the  Spanish  law,  but  it  is  now 
a  dead  letter.  How  many  other  States  had  en- 
deavored to  provide  such  a  remedy,  he  (Mr.  S.) 
could  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  it  was  evident 
there  were  the  same  feelings  and  sentiments  in 
the  United  States,  as. in  the  other  parts  of  the 
world.  In  this  country  there  aeemed  to  be  a 
peculiar  necessity  and  propriety  in  adopting 
such  a  law.  Commerce,  so  fiEur  from  being  dis- 
reputable, was  considered  as  an  honorable  em- 
ployment. It  was  useful,  and  fiivored  by  the 
Gk>vemment.  But  the  profession  was  exposed 
to  hazards.  There  were  accidents  and  disasterB 
which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee,  and 
against  which  human  prudence  could  not  guard. 
If  there  was  no  redemption,  therefore,  by  public 
law.  the  merchant  might  be  deemed  perpetually 
liable  to  ruin,  in  its  most  extended  sense.  Nor 
are  himself  and  family  only  involved  in  it  It  * 
may  extend  to  all  those  to  whom  he  is  indebted. 
Whoever  has  often  seen  mercantile  failures, 
knows  that  there  is  a  sort  of  blindness  or  io- 
fatuation  that  seems  to  affect  them.  The  in- 
solvent IB  unwilling  to  penetrate  his  situation, 
or  to  believe  it  as  hopeless  as  it  really  is;  and 
hence  he  lingers  widi  some  chimerical,  unde- 
fined hope,  till  his  affiiirs  have  become  more 
deeply  involved^and  his  emluurassments  utterly 
irretrievable.  He  is  perhaps  the  very  worst 
person  that  could  be  selected  to  judge  of  his 
own  affairs.  He  is  led  by  the  delusion  to  ke^ 
up  his  credit  as  long  as  he  possibly  can ;  and 
yet  to  him  is  confided  the  nncontrolled  power 
of  disposing  of  his  estate.  He  may  waste  it^ 
destroy  it,  or  put  it  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
creditors,  and  when  he  comes  to  the  final  step 
of  an  assignment,  he  has  then  the  power  to 
make  his  preferences,  and  to  provide  for  the 
circle  of  his  friends,  while  his  distant  creditor, 
perhaps  equally  meritorious,  is  left  wi^out  re- 
dress or  hope  of  payment  What  is  the  oonse- 
quence?  It  is  now  become  a  nsage,  so  com- 
mon as  almost  to  have  acquired  tiie  force  of 
law,  that  endorsers  and  lenders  of  money  are 
first  to  be  paid.  What  but  this  has  created  the 
fictitious  capital  so  deeply  fi^lt  and  deplored 
throughout  this  country  ?  What  but  the  loan 
of  names,  by  which  a  credit  is  obtained,  and 
money  drawn  from  a  bank  t  And  yet,  in  case 
of  insolvency,  these  persons,  who,  by  lending 
their  names,  create  the  evil,  and  enable  the  fic- 
titious capitalist  to  borrow  money,  and  thereby 
hold  out  false  colors  to  decoy  the  unwary,  are 
first  to  be  paid ;  and  perhaps  the  very  goods 
that  were  sold  to  him  on  a  credit,  bottomed 
upon  the  loan,  are  sold  at  auction  after  the  in- 
solvency, to  repay  the  loan,  that  lured  the 
vender  to  sell.  That  these  are  evils  will  not  be 
denied;  but  Would  a4>ankrupt  ^stem  correct 
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them!  Mir.  S.  believed  it  would.  It  would 
distribute  the  effects  of  the  debtor  equally 
among  his  creditors.  It  would  cut  off  nndae 
preferences,  pay  to  all  their  proper  proportions, 
and  stop  the  bankmpt  from  appointing  his  own 
assignees,  and  from  prescribing  terms  to  his 
cremtor. 

Mr.  8.  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of  the 
certificate  of  discharge,  which  would  doubtless 
be  in  the  minds  of  aU.  Its  operation,  he  ad- 
mitted, would  be  to  cut  off  the  creditor  from  all 
future  daim.  But  he  would  try  this,  as  a  prac- 
tical objection,  and  test  it  by  experience.  He 
would  ask  the  question,  what  is  the  value  of  a 
daim  against  a  failing  creditor  now,  after  an 
agreement  has  been  made  and  acted  on  ?  Pre- 
cisely- what  it  would  be  after  a  certificate  of 
discharge  was  given.  After  an  assignment  the 
debt  subsists — so  it  does  after  a  certificate  of 
diachar^.  The  moral  obligation  remains  un- 
extingmshed ;  and  it  has  been  held  in  the  courts 
of  law,  tha^  upon  a  new  promise  to  pa^  a  debt, 
after  a  certificate  has  been  obtained,  is  a  suffi- 
cient consideration  to  support  the  action.  The 
certificate  doubtless  bars  the  legal  claim,  but  if 
the  sense  of  honor  will  induce  a  man  to  pay 
after  an  assignment,  it  will  be  equally  operative 
after  a  discbaige.  It  is  notorious  that  society 
draws  a  line  of  distinction  between  debts  created 
before  and  after  a  fiiilure ;  and  the  payment  of 
debts  after  assignment  creates  as  much  surprise, 
and  is  marked  with  as  much  emphasis,  as  if  it 
had  been  done  after  a  discharge.  This  consid- 
eration had,  in  his  opinion,  been  greatly  over- 
rated, and  more  importance  was  attached  to  it, 
than  experience  would  warrant  It  was  not 
only  private  creditors,  however,  but  the  (jov- 
ermnent  also,  which  was  interested  in  the 
adoption  of  the  law.  He  alluded  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  In  case  of  death  or  public 
bankroptcj,  where  the  property  is  subject  to  a 
dividend  pursuant  to  law,  the  (Government  is 
entitled  to  a  preference.  But  the  case  is  other- 
wise where  the  £uling  debtor  takes  the  law  into 
Ms  own  hands,  becomes  bis  own  commissioner. 
and  makes  such  preferences  as  his  own  will  and 
pleasure  may  dictate.  In  this  way  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  may  lose,  and  has  already  lost,  very  great 
sums  of  money.  Mr.  8.  would  not  undertake, 
at  this  time^  to  anticipate  the  various  objections 
that  might  be  raised  to  the  bill.  Some  had 
thought  that,  because  it  contained  within  itself 
severe  enactments  against  fraud,  that  it  pre- 
8nppo?«d  it  productive  of  fraud.  If  he  (Mr.  S.) 
thought  it  was  calculated  to  generate  fraud,  he 
would  by  no  means  support  it.  But  it  was  not 
obvious  that  a  bankrupt  law  was  more  liable  to 
frauds  than  other  modes  of  coercing  payment. 
Was  it  an  objection  to  an  execution,  obtained 
by  ordinary  process  of  law,  that  the  debtor  may 
be  guilty  of  fraud  to  evade  it  ?  It  was  so  liable, 
Mr.  S.  contended,  as  the  practice  that  now  pre- 
vailed, where  the  bankrupt  was  left  to  make 
the  law  for  himself.  In  the  way  in  which  the 
examinations  were  taken  in  England,  great  and 
frequent  fraud  were  unquestionably  practised. 


This  was  owing  not  so  much  to  the  bankrupt 
law,  as  to  the  growth  of  crime  in  that  kingdom. 
The  root  of  the  evil  was  in  the  state  of  society. 
The  Lord  Ohancellor  has  the  sole  cognizance 
and  direction  of  the  law  throughout  the  realm. 
The  examination  is  ex  parte  and  in  secret,  and 
the  merchant  is  ignorant  of  the  proceeding  until 
he  finds  his  name  in  the  gazette,  publidb^  as  a 
bankmpt  If  he  then  wishes  to  contest  the 
legality  of  the  commission,  he  must  petition  the 
Lord  Ohancellor  to  avoid  it  No  such  provision 
was  to  be  found  in  the  bill  before  the  House ; 
and  it  was  strange  indeed  that  it  had  ever  ob- 
tained among  the  enlightened  jurists  of  Eng- 
land. Another  mischief  arose  m  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  bankrupt  law  in  that  kingdom,  in 
relation  to  what  were  called  codntry  commis- 
sions ;  or  such  as  arose  out  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. In  those  cases  the  commisdoner  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  solicitor ;  here  he  is  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  State&  There 
the  business  was  transacted  without  regularity, 
in  the  midst  of  noise ;  and  the  oommisdpner  at 
one  table  would  perhaps  turn  round  and  be  a 
solicitor  at  the  next ;  but  no  such  mischief  could 
exist  under  this  bilL  Another  appalling  ob- 
jection had  been,  the  cost  and  expenses  of  an 
English  commission.  It  was  indeed  enormous 
— ^but  so  were  all  tbeir  modes  of  justice,  and 

Sarticularly  all  their  chancery  proceedings.  It 
ad  been  idso  said,  that  bankruptcies  occasioned 
delay;  but  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  that 
there  should  be  more  delay  on  this  case  than 
under  a  voluntary  assignment  The  weightiest 
argument,  however,  and  that  which  seemed  to 
have  sunk  deepest  into  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  the  bill,  was  the  operation  of  the  law  of 
1800. 

Mr.  S.  here  took  ocoaaon  to  advert  to  what 
he  believed  had  proved,  in  its  effect,  the  strong- 
est argument,  with  many  persons,  against  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  viz :  The  unpopu« 
larity  of  the  former  bankmpt  law,  which,  he 
argued,  ought  to  be  attributed  to  circumstances 
not  really  affecting  the  merits  of  that  systenu 
The  law  establishing  it  passed  in  the  year  1800, 
and  was  limited,  in  its  duration,  to  the  year 
1806,  but  was  repealed  in  December,  1808  ;  so 
that  time  was  not  allowed  for  a  fiur  experiment 
under  it  The  law  was  passed,  too,  at  a  time 
of  as  great  party  excitement  as  ever  existed  in 
the  United  States;  it  made  its  appearance  in 
the  midst  of  the  ferment  occasioned  by  other 
measures;  and  the  bankmpt  law  of  1800  is 
never  thought  of  by  many  without  associating 
it  in  idea  with  other  measures  of  that  day,  which 
had  no  necessary  connection  with  it.  It  came 
into  existence  amidst  the  storm  of  angry  pas- 
sions mshing  over  the  land ;  and  f^m  the  mo- 
ment it  made  its  appearance,  as  the  two  parties 
brought  every  thing  to  a  party  test^  it  had  one 
of  these  parties  for  its  friends  and  another  for  its 
enemies.  From  this  circumstance,  a  prejudice 
had  arisen  against  a  system  of  bankmptcy, 
which  ought  not  now  to  have  any  weight,  it 
not  having  now  any  party  aspect    The  objeo- 
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tions,  in  general,  whioh  were  made  to  this  bill. 
Mr.  8.  went  on  to  argae,  applied  with  equal 
force  to  the  existing  systems  iu  the  United 
States,  which  were  as  fertile  in  frands  and  in 
litigation  as  this  system  could  be  supposed  to 
be.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  attachment  law 
of  some  of  the  States?  What  was  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  on  the  statute 
book  tor  many  years?  It  was  an  imperfect 
mode  of  attempting  the  same  thing  which  a 
bankrupt  law  would  more  perfectly  accomplish. 
The  necessity  was  felt,  in  that  State  and  else- 
where, of  some  mode  of  laying  hold  of  the 
property  of  those  who  show,  by  secreting  their 
property,  or  by  absconding,  that  they  are  in  the 
act  of  failing.  In  Massachusetts,  also,  there  is 
an  attachment  law,  the  import  of  which  be  did 
not  precisely  know.  There  was  one  in  New 
York,  too,  which  he  understood  authorized  the 
creditor  to  seize  on  all  the  effects  of  the  absent 
or  absconding  debtor.  Mr.  S.  here  quoted  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  authoriz- 
ing, among  other  things,  that,  on  the  debtor's 
concealing  himself,  a  general  warrant  may 
issue,  &o.  This,  Mr.  8.  said,  was  the  very  act 
whioh  was  supposed  to  be  so  alarming  in  the 
bankrupt  law,  but  which  in  that  law,  as  well 
as  in  the  State  laws,  was  intended  to  prevent 
fraud  and  litigation,  &o.  He  anticipated  the 
argument  that,  if  the  States  could  pass  such 
laws,  it  was  not  necessary  for  Congress  to  act 
upon  the  subject,  b^  saying,  that  the  State  laws 
would  neither  be  uniform  nor  general  in  their 
operation,  being  confined  to  the  limits  of  the 
respective  States,  &c,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  an  efficient  substitute  for  a  system  of  bank- 
rnptoy.  The  fact,  however,  that  means  pre- 
cisely the  same  were  employed  by  the  States,  to 
the  extent  of  their  power,  as  those  now  pro- 
posed to  be  made  general  and  uniform,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  went  far  to  answer  that  ob- 
jection to  this  bilL 

Mr.  Stbyeksoit  said  that  he  would  proceed 
briefly  to  the  consideration  of  the  principles  and 
leading  provisions  of  the  bill. 

This  was,  in  effect,  the  English  system  of 
bankruptcy,  differing  only  in  some  of  its  details^ 
and  in  the  nature  of  its  punishments  and  ^o- 
hibitions.  He  objected  to  it  in  toto.  1st.  J3e- 
oause  it  had  wholly  failed  in  its  operation  in 
England,  (where  it  could  be  more  easily  en- 
forced than  in  this  country,)  and  would  conse- 
quently Ml  here.  2dly.  That  it  was  a  system 
filled  with  mischief  and  fraud,  not  suitable  to 
our  notions  of  civil  liberty  or  the  principles  of 
our  Jurisprudence,  nor  the  morals,  manners^  or 
habits  of  the  people. 

Let  us  see,  in  the  first  place,  how  the  system 
has  operated  in  Engluid.  And  here,  Mr.  S. 
said,  before  he  proceeded  further,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  say  one  word  in  answer  to  that  part  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Sebobant,)  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  of  France,  HoUand,  and  Spain. 
Those  countries  were  not  like  ours.  Their  Gov- 
ernments are  despotio,  ours  limited  and  con- 


fined* There  they  had  no  security  for  rights  of 
persons  and  property,  (but  discretion  of  ruling 
power,)  here  constitution — ^in  protections  and 
safeguiu^.  Their  principles  of  civil  liberty 
and  Jurisprudence  wholly  different  from  onn, 
as  well  as  the  morals  and  habits  of  the  people. 
The  effect  of  their  laws  ought  to  have  no  in- 
fluence here ;  and  we  should  look,  if  anywhere, 
alone  to  that  country,  from  whom  it  is  said  we 
borrow  the  system,  and  whose  Grovemment, 
laws,  and  people,  are  nearest  our  own.  That 
the  bankrupt  system  has  not  been  beneficial  in 
England,  Mr.  S.  said,  could  be  easily  shown. 
And  as  it  was  matter  of  fact,  rather  than  argu- 
ment, he  had  lately  examined  with  some  labor 
and  care  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before 
the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  to  consider  the  bankrupt  laws  and 
their  operation,  in  the  year  1818 ;  from  which 
he  had  talen  some  extracts,  which  he  dioold 
ask  leave  to  read  to  the  conmiittee.  As  to  the 
character  of  this  evidence,  and  the  weight  it 
should  have,  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  do  better 
than  give  the  words  of  the  committee  in  their 
report  to  the  House  of  Commons : 

"  Your  oommittee  did  not  consider  themaelyM  at 
liberty  to  contemplate  merely  the  case  of  ptitiealar 
and  insulated  defeots,  bat  felt  themfldves  under  aa 
obligation  to  take  a  general  and  oompreheniive  view 
of  the  whole  sj^stem  of  proceeding  under  the  present 
conatitation  of  tlie  bankrupt  code.  In  the  prosecution 
of  thdr  inquiry,  your  committee  have  sought  that  in- 
formation which  was  to  direct  their  judgment  fiom 
professional  men  of  extensive  experience ;  and  while 
your  committee  confess  their  unfeigned  admiration  of 
the  truly  upright  and  disinterested  manner  in  which 
these  gentlemen  have  delivered,  their  evidence  with 
respect  to  a  system  for  the  continuance  of  which  thej 
might  naturally  be  expected  to  feel  some  predilection, 
your  committee  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  that 
evidence  to  the  attentive  connderation  of  the  Honse." 

Mr.  S.  then  read  various  parts  of  the  evidence 
referred  to.  He  began  with  Basil  Montague, 
the  first  witness,  who  said : 

"That  he  believed  it  was  common  for  the  most 
undeserving  bankrupts  to  obtain  tiieir  oertifiefttes  by 
fraudulent  and  improper  means,  to  the  great  injarj 
of  the  good  creditor,  uid  to  the  great  injury  of  public 
justice  ;  and  he  thought  that  it  frequently  hi^ipened 
that  dishonest  bankiupts,  from  having  reoonne  to 
means  from  which  honesty  would  reooil,  had  greater 
facility  in  obtuning  their  certificates  than  noneet 


J.  F.  Vandercom  was  of  opinion  that  the  majority 
of  '*  commissions  were  issued  with  the  OGncurrenoe, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  bankrupt.  He  said  that  it 
often  happened  that  the  affiurs  of  a  bankrupt  were  in 
such  a  state  as  that,  however  imwilling  he  might  be 
to  fall  under  the  odium  of  a  bankrupt,  he  saw  it  to 
the  advantage  of  his  creditors  and  himself  to  aoqui 
in  the  measure,  and  therefore  he  managed  as  he 
directed  to  do^  and  an  aot  of  bankruptcy  was  < 
mitted.** 

Geo.  Lavie. — "  He  said  that,  as  the  bankrupt  laws 
are  at  present  administered,  they  afibrded  advantage 
to  no  one  except  to  bankrunta  Being  asked  whether 
his  prepossession  against  the  bankrupt  laws  did  not 
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arue  from  a  strong  opinion  of  iheir  general  insnffi- 
ciencj,  he  answer^  most  certainly ;  and  he  said  he 
saw  a  great  deal  of  it  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
irhSch  had  led  him  to  the  q>inions  he  now  entertamed 
of  tiie  total  inadequacy  of  the  hanknipt  laws,  as  now 


A.  Wattfaman. — ^The  following  interrogatozy  put 
\sj  the  oominittee :  **  Are  yon  of  opinion  that  the 
bankrupt  law,  as  it  now  exists  in  tins  conntry,  is  a 
scandal  and  disgrace  to  it  ?"  **  I  have  long  consider- 
ed it  so ;  that  It  has  held  oat  a  great  inducement  to 
dishonesty.  Mr.  Townsend,  the  Bow  Street  officer, 
ooce  told  me  he  had  a  conversation  with  Major  Sem- 
pie,  who  said  :  '  Why,  sir,  I  have  heen  a  fool  all  my 
ufe ;  I  hare  not  known  how  to  go  to  work ;  I  have 
been  nmning  the  risk  of  my  life  for  trifling  things ; 
but  if  I  were  to  begin  my  life  again,  I  wo^d  open  a 
shop  as  a  trader  or  merehaat,  and  become  a  hank- 
iqit,  and  make  my  foitone  at  once.' " 

J.  Ingram  Lockhart,  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
one  of  the  oomnutfceeL—- ^'The  obserrations  which  I 
hare  to  olTer  to  the  conmiittee  were  written  three 
years  since,  haye  heen  bnt  little  yaried,  and  are  the 
leeolt,  partly  of  an  experience  in  country  commis- 
siooa^  uhd  partly,  but  chie£|y,  of  frequent  thmlring  on 
the  subject.  I  have,  in  almost  every  commission  in 
which  I  haTQ  been  named,  found  that  the  bankrupt 
had  acted  with  great  injustice  towards  his  creditors, 
generally  with  duhonesty  and  fraud,  and  always  with 
unprndence  and  caielesmess,  of  the  wreck  of  his  sub- 
Bfanfff,  which  in  fact  was  not  his  own,  but  theirs ; 
and  ihia  conduct  I  can  only  trace  to  one  cause,  and 
that  18,  the  facility  with  whidi  almost  every  bankrupt 
goes  thzongh  the  operation  of  his  oommission,  and  the 
situation  he  is  generally  found  in  after  his  last  exam- 
inatioD,  and  tlw  appearance  he  is  enabled  by  some 
means  to  make,  and  the  connections  he  renews  after 
hia  bankruptoy.  The  want  of  due  investigation  into 
hia  conduct,  of  a  diBcrimination  between  the  dishon- 
eat  and  unfortnnatey  appear  to  me  to  be  a  radical 
fiudt  in  this  system  of  the  bankrupt  law,  pervading 
the  whole  of  it,  and  producing  the  most  pernicious 
effects  on  the  morals  of  the  subjects  of  this  reakn." 

Archibald  Cullen. — ^The  committee  will  be  happy 
to  hear  yovur  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt 
lawa.  He  answers:  '*The  bankrupt  lawwasintro- 
dnoed  with  a  view  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds 
of  debtaia,  and  to  distribute  their  property  equally 
among  aD  their  creditorB.  But  it  has  not  succeeded 
However  wiae  the  original  plan  may  have  been 
tfaci^ht,  yet  it  does  not  now,  even  with  all  its  subse- 
quent alterations  and  aooessions,  appear  to  e£fect  either 
of  the  objects  which  it  professed ;  the  property  is  not 
fintfaooming,  or  is  wasted ;  the  same  frauds  still  exist, 
neitber  diminished  nor  punished ;  and  a  new  class  has 
^mrng  up,  engendered  by  the  very  proceedings  which 
have  been  instituted  to  prevent  them ;  so  that  the 
piominent  and  growing  evil  of  the  present  day,  with 
respect  to  debtor  and  creditor,  appears  to  be  the 
bankrapt  law  itself" 

This  said  Mr.  Steysnboit.  is  the  evidenoe  of 
some  of  the  most  distingaisLed  solicitors,  coon- 
BelloTS^  and  commissioners  of  England,  upon  the 
effect  of  their  system  of  bankraptcy ;  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  add  one  additional  authority,  that 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  (reported  in  Yesey.) 

^The  Lord  Chancellor  took  the  first  occasion  of 
czpreMing  strong  indignatian  at  the  frauds  committed 
r  eases  of  the  baokropt  law,  and  his  determina- 


tion to  repress  such  pactices.  On  this  subject  his 
Lordship  observed,  with  warmth,  that  the  abuse  of 
the  bsnkrupt  laws  is  a  disgrace  to  the  country,  and 
it  would  be  better  at  once  to  repeal  all  the  statutes 
than  to  snflEer  them  to  1^  applied  to  such  purposes. 
As  they  are  frequently  conducted  in  the  country,  they 
are  little  more  than  stock  in  trade  for  the  commis- 
sioners, the  assignees,  and  solicitor." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  wonld  also  refer,  whilst  he  was 
on  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law 
in  Ireland,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania on  yesterday  had  allusion ;  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  the  system  had  failed,  not 
only  in  England,  but  Ireland : 

"  It  will  be  seen  (says  the  report)  that,  although 
much  and  very  material  evidence  has  been  collected 
upon  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law  in  Ireland — 
establishing  grievances  of  the  most  serious  descrip- 
tion, and,  indeed,  the  total  failure  of  the  plan  for  any 
beneficial  consequence,  your  committee  have  not  pro- 
posed anv  measures  to  meet  the  evils  which  are  the 
subject  of  complaint ;  they  therefore  feel  it  due  to  the 
House  to  state,  that  they  regard  the  statute  by  which 
the  bankrupt  system  was  established  in  Ireland,  as  of 
so  modem  a  date,  compared  with  the  English  statutes, 
that  it  oocnis  to  your  committee  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  establish  an  entirely  new  system  instead  of 
the  one  which  has  proved  so  unsatisfactory ;  but,  as 
it  is  essential  that  such  a  system  should  be  formed 
with  reference  to  local  circumstances,  and  to  principles 
of  jurisprudence  in  a  great  degree  peculiar  to  that  part 
of  the  empire,  and  not  familiar  to  your  committee,  it 
has  appeared  to  them  most  respectful  to  the  House 
merely  to  submit  the  evidence,  and  to  leave  ulterior 
measures  to  those  who  may  be  better  qualified  to 
form  a  judgment  with  respect  to  the  alterations  which 
it  would  be  most  for  the  public  interest  to  adopt." 

Have  we  not  already  had  one  proof  that  this 
system,  which  is  now  urged  upon  this  House  as 
an  experiment,  has  totally  failed  after  a  full  and 
fair  tnal  ?  The  gentleman  from  Pemisylvania 
(Mr.  Sebobant)  felt  the  force  of  his  objection, 
and  ingeniously  endeavored  to  avoid  it,  by  im- 
pressing the  House  with  the  opinion  that  the 
old  bankrupt  law  of  1800  was  the  offspring  of 
party,  and  was  ushered  into  being  amidst  the 
storms  and  excesses  of  party  spirit,  and  there- 
fore unpopular,  &o.  Of  this  fact,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
could  with  certainty  say  nothing,  being  too 
young  to  know  any  thing  personally  of  the  oo- 
currenoes  of  those  times,  but  he  might  venture 
to  say  that,  from  the  course  of  events  which 
succeeded  the  coming  in  of  the  Republican  par- 
ty, that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Ssroxant)  was  mistaken  in  the  fact.  We  all 
know,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  were  certain  laws 
which  passed  under  what  was  termed  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  and  believed  to  be  of  a 
party  character,  which  were  consequently  un- 
popular to  the  new  administration,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  so  until  repealed ;  the  judiciary 
and  bank  laws  Mr.  S.  particularly  alluded  to — 
the  one  was  directly  repealed,  and  Ihe  other 
expired.  But  if  this  bankrupt  law  had  been 
considered,  in  those  days  of  heat  and  contest^  as 
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a  party  measare,  and  intended  as  such,  to  be 
saddled  on  the  nation  by  a  party  going  ont  of 
power,  rely  on  it,  among  the  first  acts  done  by 
the  new  administration,  wonld  have  been  the 
repeal  of  this  law — it  would  have  been  ex- 
punged from  the  statute  book  which  it  stained, 
and  not  suffered  to  linger  out  an  existence  of  so 
many  years.  Hr.  S.  said  he  therefore  felt  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  the  fact  was  not  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Brbgbaitt)  had 
supposed ;  the  law  of  1800  was  passed,  (and  he 
said  it  too  in  honor  of  the  Congress  that  passed 
it,)  from  other  and  better  motives — as  an  ex- 
periment called  for  at  that  time  by  the  com- 
mercial part  of  the  country,  and  which  expired 
nnder  the  weight  of  its  own  sins.  It  ought  then 
to  be  considered  as  a  fair  experiment,  which  the 
enemies  of  this  bill  had  a  right  to  claim,  and 
which  should  have  weight  wiUi  the  House. 


Thubsdat,  January  24. 
Militia  Mnea, 

Mr.  BuoHAKAir  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution : 

Betolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House 
the  canses  why  no  part  of  the  sum  of  $248,609  41, 
the  amount  imposed  as  fines  by  courts-mardal,  held 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  on  militia- 
men within  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
delinquencies  which  occurred  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  has  yet  been  received  into  the  Treasuir ; 
how  much  of  the  said  sum  has  been  collected  from  the 
delinquents  by  the  late  marshal  and  the  present  mar- 
shals of  Pennsylvania,  and  their  deputaes  respectively, 
and  what  are  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
such  deputies ;  how  much  of  the  money  collected  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  deputies,  and  bow  much 
has  been  paid  over  by  tbem  to  their  respective  prin- 
cipals ;  who  are  the  sureties  of  the  late  marshal,  John 
Smith,  and  of  his  deputies,  respectively ;  what  is  the 
amount  of  each  of  their  bonds,  and  what  is  the  pros- 
pect of  recovering  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  money 
remaining  in  their  hands ;  what  causes  have  hereto- 
fore prevented  the  institution  of  suits  against  the  said 
John  Smith,  his  deputies,  and  their  sureties,  to  recover 
the  militia  fines  retained  by  them,  respectively ;  and 
under  what  authority,  by  whom  and  to  whom,  the 
sum  of  $41,531  77  has  been  paid  out  of  the  said  fines 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  oourts-martial  by  which 
they  were  assessed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Bvohasas 
said,  that  a  sense  of  duty,  and  not  a  desire  to 
give  trouble  and  cast  reflections  upon  any  ofiicer 
of  this  Government,  compelled  him  to  bring  be- 
fore this  House  the  subject  of  the  collection  of 
militia  fines  from  delinquent  militiamen  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  would,  he  said,  state  the  facts 
connected  with  it,  and  which  were  so  many 
reasons  why  the  resolution  should  pass,  without 
doing  more  at  the  present  time.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  during  the  late  war  furuisbed  her 
full  proportion  of  men  and  of  money  to  the 
General  Government,  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  the  contest  She  furnished  more  than  her 
quota  of  volunteers  and  militia.    It  howeVer 


happened,  that,  owing  to  the  pious  and  peace- 
ful habits  of  the  people  of  that  State,  oonsden- 
tionsly  sompulous  of  bearing  arms,  there  oc- 
curred, in  obtaining  the  number  of  men  required 
by  draught,  a  great  number  of  delinquencies ; 
which  were  more  than  made  Tip  by  volunteers. 
It  followed,  therefore,  that  whue  Pennsylvania, 
ss  a  State,  can  with  pride  and  with  pleasure 
declare  that  she  fulfilled,  in  the  most  ample 
manner,  all  her  federal  obligations,  yet  there 
was  a  very  large  proportion  of  her  citizens  fined 
as  delinquent  militiamen.  From  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  February  14,  1821,  it 
appeared  that  out  of  nine  States,  on  the  citizens 
of  which  militia  fines  were  assessed,  and  from 
eight  of  which  returns  have  been  received,  the 
fines  assessed  on  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  amount 
to  a  larger  sum  than  all  the  fines  assessed  on  the 
citizens  of  seven  of  the  States : 
The  assessment  on  Pennsylvania 

amounted  to  -  -  -  -  $248,009  41 
On  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, East  Tennessee,  West 
Tennessee,  to  -  -  •  240,076 
These  fines  were  assessed,  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, within  the  years  1818,  1814,  and  1816  ; 
and,  strange  and  wonderful  as  it  may  appear, 
not  one  cent  of  that  large  amount  assessed  on 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  has  yet  readied  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It  is  within  my 
own  knowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  very  large 
sums  of  this  money  have  been  collected  by  the 
deputy  marshals,  and  much  distress  has  been 
spread  over  the  country  in  levying  these  fines 
from  the  poorer  classes  of  the  citizens  within 
our  State.  It  is  very  natural  that  every  State 
in  the  Union,  particularly  Pennsylvania,  should 
be  anxious  to  have  the  darkness  which  hangs 
over  this  subject  dispelled,  and  the  guilty  agenta 
exposed  to  the  light  of  day.  It  is  possible  that 
by  an  investigation  something  may  be  obtained ; 
if  not,  the  authors  of  the  shameful  frauds  which 
have  been  perpetrated  will  be  dragged  from  the 
concealment  in  which  they  now  lurk.  On  the 
4tli  of  December,  1820,  at  the  instance  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  a  resolution  waa 
passed  by  this  House,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  on  the  subject^ 
which  for  some  cause  or  other  remuned  unan- 
swered, but  on  the  2d  of  January,  1821,  was 
renewed.  And,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  answer  haa 
been  g^  ven  to  it  ?  It  consists  of  six  clauses,  an- 
swers to  which  would  embrace  all  the  informa- 
tion we  desire.  The  answer  to  the  first  is  a 
letter  from  the  present  marshal,  which  Mr.  B. 
read ;  from  which,  he  said,  it  appeared  that  al- 
most three  years  had  been  suffered  to  expire 
since  this  communication,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  measures  have  becoi  tdcen  to  se- 
cure the  books  and  papers. 

The  department  could  therefore  communicate 
no  information  on  the  subject.  The  second 
query,  how  much  money  had  be^  received 
into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  these  fines, 
was  easily  answered ;  not  a  cent  had  been  re» 
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ceived.  The  third  qneiy  the  department  is  un- 
able to  answer,  except  that  $8,671  80  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  marshal,  and  $2,546  60  in 
the  hands  of  Lewis  Deffebaoh,  one  of  his  depu- 
ties in  Baoka  county.  The  fonrth  query,  as  to 
the  names  of  the  deputies  and  the  sureties  of 
the  late  marshal,  was  not  answered.  Indeed, 
it  appeared  that  the  department  never  either 
inquired  or  knew  who  were  the  sureties  of  the 
TimrHhal,  or  who  were  his  deputies  or  sureties. 
It  appeared,  farther,  that  no  action  had  ever 
yet  been  instituted  against  the  late  marshal  or 
his  deputies  on  these  bonds,  except  against  one 
of  the  deputies.  The  object,  therefore,  Mr.  B. 
aid,  of  his  resolution,  was  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation which  the  former  vote  of  the  House  had 
Med  to  procure,  &o. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  B.  was  agreed  to,  and 
Measra.  Buohanan,  Moobb  of  Penusjlyania, 
Kklson  of  Maryland,  Dubfsb,  and  Bioh,  were 
^>pointed  the  committee. 


Fbidat,  January  25. 
The  BanJcnipt  Bill. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  on  this  bilL 

Mr.  A.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  and 
the  question  thereon  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address 
the  Chair.  He  commenced  his  observations  by 
femarking  that  he  regarded  this  bill  as  contain- 
ing a  proposition  that  was  calculated  to  sacrifice 
the  libertiea  of  the  people,  to  destroy  persond 
security,  and  the  security  of  property;  to  abol- 
ish the  mild  and  equitable  systems  of  jurispru- 
dence which  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the 
States  had  ordained;  to  take  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  out  of  the  hands  of  independent 
judges^  and  to  transfer  it  to  obscure  and  ure- 
sponable  commissioners  paid  bj  the  day.  It 
changes,  said  he,  the  civil  code  of  the  country 
as  to  the  collection  of  debts,  conflicts  with  the 
admiuistration  of  justice  under  State  authority ; 
with  the  acts  against  fraudulent  conveyances ; 
wiUi  the  remedies  in  chancery  for  setting  such 
conveyances  aside,  and  transfers  those  to  the 
federal  courts.  He  considered  it  as  a  founda- 
tion on  which  nothing  good  could  be  erected ; 
and  the  details  of  the  bill,  having  received  the 
deliberate  approbation  of  its  friends,  having 
had  their  sanction  in  Eng^d  and  in  tnis  coun- 
tzy  in  1800,  in  1818,  and  1820,  will  be  oon- 
adered  as  necessary  parts  of  the  whole  system, 
and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  are  productive 
of  mbchief;  it  will  prove  that  the  whole  system 
is  radically  wrong. 

Under  Uie  British  system,  and  the  bill  on  the 
table,  the  first  inquiry  presented  was — ^who  may 
become  a  bankrupt  ?  The  term  merchant  was 
well  understood.  It  was  susceptible  of  predse 
definition.  But  this  law  had  received  such  a 
construction  that,  although  it  purported  to  be 
ponfined  to  them,  it  was  in  reality  extended  to 


others.  If  a  man  deals  at  all,  he  is  subject  to 
the  liabilities  of  the  English  bankrupt  law ;  nor 
does  that  liability  depend  upon  the  extent  of 
his  dealings.  By  the  British  system,  a  buying 
and  selling  brings  a  man  within  its  provisions. 
If  a  piece  of  doth  is  severed,  and  one  part  of 
it  is  taken  to  the  bleacher's  to  be  whitened,  and 
the  other  to  the  dyer's  to  be  colored,  the  latter 
is  held  to  be  liable  to  the  enactments  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  and  the  former  is  not — and  the 
reason  given  is,  that  the  bleacher  bestows  only 
his  labor,  and  the  dyer  incorporates  with  it  his 
colors,  which  brings  him  within  the  purview  of 
the  act.  The  bill  on  the  table,  it  is  admitted, 
contains  various  exceptions,  and  \b  so  framed  as 
to  avoid  this  distinction.  But  every  one  who 
buys  and  sells,  however  small  his  profits,  com- 
pared to  hiB  other  income,  and  however  few  the 
mstances  of  his  buying  and  selling,  is  liable  to 
be  a  bankrupt,  unless  he  comes  within  some 
one  of  the  particular  exceptions.  But,  although 
none  but  merchants  are  entitled  to  partake  of 
what  are  called  the  benefits  of  this  law,  yet  it 
is  far  from  the  fact  that  no  other  class  of  the 
coDununity  is  affected  by  it.  By  the  English 
svstem,  buying  and  selling  horses  will  subject 
the  fiEurner  to  bankruptcy ;  and  a  brick-maker 
who  rents  a  piece  of  land  and  makes  and  sells 
bricks,  will  idso  be  liable.  The  reason  of  these 
cases  will  subject  persons  to  the  operation  of 
this  biU  who  little  apprehend  sucm  a  conse- 
quence. 

There  was  another  objection  to  the  bill  of  no 
small  importance.  It  was  an  objection  of  a 
negative  character,  for  the  bill  contained  no 
provision  that  a  corporation,  for  instance  a 
bank,  should  be  a  bankrupt— and  this  provision, 
whenever  such  a  bill  was  about  to  be  passed, 
ought  to  stand  at  the  head  of  it.  If  there  ex- 
isted any  case  in  which  such  a  law  would  be 
justifiable  and  expedient,  it  would  be  in  the  case 
of  a  banking  corporation.  It  was  a  duty  im- 
posed on  Congress  by  the  constitution,  to  regu- 
late the  currency  of  the  country,  and  they 
ought  as  fftr  as  in  them  lay,  to  restore  sound- 
ness to  the  currency  of  the  United  States.  But 
instead  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  banking  corporations,  it  was  restricted  to 
merchants,  traders,  and  such  others  as  were 
specifically  enumerated. 

Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  principles  of  the 
bill  were  an  invasion  upon  the  rights  of  man — 
and  he  would  first  pay  attention  to  the  weaker 
sex.  It  was  an  unquestionable  error  of  the  com- 
mon law  that  it  did  not  sufiidently  guard  the 
just  rights  of  the  fairer  part  of  the  creation. 
By  marriage  the  husband  acquires  the  whole 
personal  estate  of  the  wife,  and,  if  he  becomes 
entitled  to  take  as  tenant  by  the  courtesy,  he 
has  the  whole  of  his  real  estate  daring  his  life ; 
whereas,  if  die  survives  him,  she  takes  only 
one-third  part  of  bis  lands  for  life,  as  dower, 
and  a  part  of  his  personal  estate,  which  is  fixed 
by  law. 

In  Virginia,  a  man  without  a  cent  marries  a 
lady  having  one  hundred  slaves ;  if  she  dies  to- 
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morrow,  the  skves  are  all  his ;  but  should  he 
die  to-morrow,  and  she  snryiye,  she  gets  back 
one-third  of  her  own  slaves  for  her  life  onlj'. 
This,  Mr.  S.  contended,  was  monstrous  ii\]ii8tick 
and  it  would  be  still  more  monstrons  to  extend 
the  evil  instead  of  applying  a  remedy.  Yet, 
such  would  be  the  naturid  and  inevitable  ten- 
dency of  the  bill.  Instead  of  softening  the 
rigor  of  the  common  law,  it  gave  new  severity, 
and  impaired  those  few  privileges  of  women 
which  the  common  law  and  laws  of  the  States 
had  left.  By  the  common  hiw,  choses  in  action, 
such  as  debts,  stocks,  and  the  like,  survived  to 
the  wife  in  case  the  husband  did  not  reduce 
them  to  possession  during  his  life.  But,  by  this 
bill,  the  assignees  may  come  in,  and  sweep  away 
from  her  aU  that  the  delicacy,  or  honor,  or 
sense  of  justice  of  her  husband  had  spared.  It 
takes  for  the  payment  of  the  husband's  debts 
what  does  not  yet  belong  to  the  husband — ^what 
would  survive  to  the  w&  if  she  should  outlive 
the  husband :  and  thus  adds  to  the  injustice  of 
the  oonmion  law.  By  the  Spanish  law,  when 
the  husband  was  made  a  bankrupt,  the  wife 
was  entitled  to  dower.  It  was  a  provision 
characteristic  of  the  chivalry  of  a  gallant  na-' 
tion,  and  deserving  of  example.  If  the  law, 
said  Mr.  Smyth,  is  to  be  made  for  the  mer- 
chants and  for  their  benefit  alone — then,  on 
them  only  should  it  operate.  But  how  does  it 
stand?  I  represent)  said  he,  a  large  diistrict, 
which  contams  fifty-five  persons  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits — ^merchants,  pedlars,  and 
merchants'  clerks,  and  near  ten  thousand  per- 
sons employed  in  agriculture.  The  fifty-five 
are,  to  those  engaged  in  i^riculture,  as  one  to 
one  hxmdred  and  fifty.  I^  indeed,  that  small 
proportion  wished  for  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  they  only  were  to  be  affected  by  itit  would 
not  be  so  objectionable.  But  the  difficulty  is, 
that  all  the  rest  of  the  conmiunity  must  severe- 
ly feel  its  effects.  A  merchant  becomes  buik- 
rupt  at  Bichmond,  and  has  a  debtor  four  hun- 
dred miles  in  the  interior,'  who  is  dragged  that 
whole  distance  to  answer  to  such  interrogatories 
as  the  commissioners  may,  in  their  wisdom,  see 
fit  to  propound.  Again — ^if  he  disputes  the 
claim  made  against  lum,  he  is  liable  to  a  heavy 
punishment  by  forfeiture  of  double  the  value 
of  the  debt  claimed,  on  the  ground  of  conceal- 
ment. Nor  is  this  all.  The  doors  of  any  man 
in  the  community  may  be  broken  open  on  sus- 
picion, either  real  or  pretended,  that  the  bank- 
rupt 18  within.  The  sanctua^  of  private  re- 
pose is  liable  to  invasion,  and  so  fiBr  from  his 
house  beinff  his  castle,  according  to  the  maxim 
of  the  English  law.  it  is  subject  to  be  violated 
by  every  minion  of  authority.  In  England  no 
one  can,  at  any  time,  break  and  eater  but  the 
sheriff.  He  is  a  known  public  ofScer.  But 
here  the  person  who  is  to  exercise  this  great 
power  is  not  even  sworn.  He  is  the  creature 
of  the  commissioners,  and  he  derives  from  them 
his  authority.  Sworn  officers  cannot  be  had. 
It  would  require  one  thousand  in  the  United 
States  duly  to  execute  this  system ;  yet  to  these 


unsworn  and  irresponsible  persons  is  confided 
this  tremendous  power.  Again — a  trustee  un- 
dertakes, with  the  most  benevolent  motives,  to 
manage  an  estate.  Within  ten  days  he  must 
disclose  it,  and  if  he  ffuls  to  do  so,  although 
through  ignorance,  not  knowing  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  disclose  the  trust,  yet  he  is  liable  to  a 
heavy  forfeiture  of  twice  the  value.  The  farm- 
ers, also,  are  subjected  to  another  great  incon- 
venience. When  they  contract  a  debt  with  a 
merchant  in  the  same  State,  they  are  liable  to 
be  sued  only  before  the  State  courts— but,  by  an 
act  of  bankruptcy  on  the  part  of  the  merchant, 
they  will  become  liable  to  be  sued  before  the 
federal  court,  and  subjected  to  all  the  increase 
of  cost,  trouble,  and  expense,  that  must  neoes- 
sarily  attend  it.  This  bill  violates  the  rules  of 
evidence.  It  gives  a  remedy  for  a  single  con- 
tract debt,  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
on  the  mere  affidavit  of  the  creditor,  and  on 
such  an  affidavit  of  such  a  debt,  the  person 
against  whom  it  is  claimed  may  be  declared  a 
bankrupt.  A  certified  copy  of  the  commission 
and  assignment  is  made  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  party  is  a  bankrupt,  although  declared 
so  without  a  hearing,  and  m  his  absence. 

But  it  had  been  urged  as  a  strong  argument 
in  favor  of  the  law,  that  it  provides  a  rdief  for 
the  unfortunate  debtor.  If  this  suggestion  were 
founded  in  fact,  he  should  look  to  the  bill  with 
a  more  favorable  eye.  But  he  had  examined  it 
with  attention,  and  he  could  find  nothing  in  it. 
decidedly  favorable  to  the  debtor.  It  was  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  the  wealthy  merchants.  This 
would  be  found  in  every  section.  So  tar  from 
being  fi&vorable  to  the  debtors,  it  was  hard  and 
Gruel  and  severe  upon  them,  especially  those  of 
the  middling  class.  Mr.  S.  would  agree  that 
those  who  were  now  insolvent  were  anxious  for 
its  passage ;  but  if  they  thought  it  could  afford 
them  reUe^  they  deluded  themselves.  They 
were  not  included  in  its  provisions.  The  law 
did  not  apply  to  those  who  were  already  insol- 
vent. To  take  the  benefit  of  it  they  must  be 
^actually  unng"  the  trade  of  merchandise. 
But  those  who  have  already  &iled,  cannot  be 
said  to  use,  in  the  present  tense,  the  trade  of 
merchandise.  That  time  has  passed  by— or 
should  they  undertake  it  again,  yet  they  would 
be  cut  off  by  another  provision — for  those  who 
mav  have  become  traders,  for  the  purpose  of 
takmg  the  benefit  of  the  law,  are,  by  the  34t}i 
section,  specially  excluded  from  it  All  present 
insolvents,  who  are  not  now  traders,  are  forbid- 
den to  expect  protection  from  a  certificate  ob- 
tained hereafter.  Their  hopes  are  blasted.  A 
certificate  will  yield  them  no  protection ;  and, 
what  is  worse,  this  question  may  be  raised  in 
every  case.  Nor  is  the  certificate  available,  if 
there  has  been  fraud  or  concealment,  which  of 
course  is  liable  to  endless  question.  Again :  The 
bankrupt  is  not  entitled  to  a  certificate,  miless 
the  commissioners  will  certify  that  he  has  made 
a  full  discovery.  This  admits  of  great  latitude 
of  construction.  They  must  certify  positively 
in  a  case  in  which  positive  knowledge  is  difiioult 
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to  obtain,  and  the  irant  of  which  nothing  else 
can  sappl^. 

There  was  no  constitational  power,  Mr.  8. 
contended,  to  discharge  a  miln  from  hiB  debts. 
This  was  a  Goyemment  of  delegated  powers. 
It  was  not  like  original  sovereign  States  who 
had  all  powers ;  bat  such  powers  as  were  not 
expressly  given,  were  reserved.  The  question 
then  here  hSj  where  is  the  oonstitntional  author- 
itj  to  take  the  properly  of  A  and  to  give  it  to 
B  ?  la  snch  a  power  expressly  given  ?  No ;  it 
will  not  be  pretended.  Is  it  given  by  impli- 
cation? Ko;  it  is  forbidden  by  strong  impli- 
cation. The  States  were  prohibited  fh>m  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts;  and  can  the 
General  €k>vemment  prescribe  to  others  moral 
obligations  to  which  it  is  not  bound  itself  to 
yield  obedience  ?  Oan  Congress  say  that,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  a  law,  a  horse  belong- 
ing to  A  shall  belong  to  B  ?  Snch  an  act  would 
be  a  violation  of  those  social  and  fundamental 
principles  on  which  the  Gk>vemment  is  based, 
and  by  which  it  is  held  together.  Snch  an  act 
would  be  not  only  beyond  the  power  of  a  Legis- 
lature, but  even  a  constitution ;  or  the  people 
themselves  could  never  sanction  it.  The  obli- 
gations of  Justice  and  right  are  paramount  to 
all  others.  Even  the  people,  in  their  primary 
and  collective  capaoi^,  have  no  power  to  divest 
individuals  of  their  rights  or  property.  A  debt 
is  property,  and  is  subject  to  the  same  rules, 
and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  protec- 
tion. It  is  provided  that  this  Government  can- 
not take  private  property  for  public  use,  with- 
out giving  to  the  owner  a  fair  and  adequate 
compensation.  It  is  also  true,  as  I  contend, 
that  Government  cannot  take  private  property 
for  private  use,  even  with  compensation,  much 
less  without  it  No  Government  has  the  moral 
right  to  do  iijustice  of  this  kind.  It  may  have 
the  power  to  effect  it,  but  to  exert  that  power 
would  be  an  act  of  tyranny. 

The  insolvent  laws  of  the  States  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved, were  preferable  to  a  ^neral  system. 
They  were  adapted  to  the  situation  and  curcum- 
stancee  of  those  on  whom  they  were  to  operate ; 
whereas^  this  law  was  of  an  arbitrary  character 
>->it  was  cruel,  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of 
a  free  and  generous  people.  We  ought  not  to 
familiarize  ourselves  to  laws  of  this  land.  It 
was  a  part  of  our  constitution  that  excessive 
fines  should  not  be  imposed,  nor  cruel  punish- 
ments inflicted.  And  yet,  turn  to  the  nineteenth 
section  of  the  act,  and  you  find  four  several 
offences  which  a  bankrupt  may  commit,  pun- 
ished with  ten  years'  imprisonment.  Is  this  in 
the  spirit  of  our  humane  institutions  ?  The  or- 
dinary punishment  for  peijury  is  three  years' 
imprisonment ;  but,  in  the  case  of  a  bankrupt 
committing  perjury,  the  punishment  is  ten  years' 
imprisonmoit ;  and.  such  are  the  singular  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  tnat,  wherever  the  debtor  or 
his  friends  swear  false,  the  false  oatii  is  declared 
perjury ;  but  wherever  the  creditor  or  his  friends 
swear  false,  it  is  no  offence  at  all,  as,  on  examin- 
ing the  second,  fifth,  seventh,  twenty-first,  and 
You  VIL— 16 


thirty-sixth  sections,  yon  will  perceive.  At 
least,  it  18  made  no  offence  by  this  bill.  Is  this 
equal  and  exact  justice  ?  Mr.  S.  also  adverted 
to  otiier  harsh  features  and  excessive  forfeitures 
that  the  bill  provided,  among  which  was  $1,000 
for  concealing,  or  even  receiving  the  bankrupt. 
Suppose  a  kind  and  indulgent  father  is  reduced 
from  affluence,  and  seeks  protection  from  pur- 
suit  under  the  roof  of  an  affectionate  son — a 
son  who  had  been  supported  by  his  tenderness 
and  nurtured  by  his  care.  He  appears  at  the 
gate,  and  asks  for  admittance,  bhall  the  son 
refuse  him?  K  he  receive  him,  he  is  ruined. 
The  fine  that  hangs  over  him  beggars  him  and 
his  children.  K  he  denies  him  he  agonizes  his 
own  heart,  and  stains  his  reputation  with  black 
ingratitude.  And  shall  a  law  be  passed  makiqg 
filial  piety  a  crime — a  law  which  cannot  be 
obeyed  without  incurring  dishonor  ?  It  was  a 
cruel  and  iniquitous  system.  But,  by  these  re- 
marks, he  would  not  be  understood  to  iinpli- 
cate,  in  the  remotest  degree,  th*e  gentieman  (Mr. 
SiuiGSAirr)  by  whom  the  bili  was  reported.  It 
was  taken  from  the  British  law,  and  remodellM 
after  the  act  of  1800.  Not  a  clause  of  it  was 
from  the  pen  of  the  gentieman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. A  difficulty  lay  in  the  system,  it  being 
the  English  system,  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  human  capacity  to  render  beneficial 
to  society.  It  was  a  system  caloolated  only  to 
fill  the  pocket  of  the  merchant  creditor;  andL 
by  referring  to  the  details  of  the  bOL  it  would 
be  seen  that  many  of  the  enormous  lorfeitnrea 
and  penalties  which  it  prescribed,  went  to  the 
use  of  the  creditors,  so  that  they  might  even 
grow  rich  upon  the  violations  of  the  law.  Every 
thing  was  brought  within  the  creditor's  grasp. 
Not  even  the  hdbeat  e&rpus  was  spared ;  that 
constitutional  safeguard  of  our  rights  was  liable, 
by  the  fortieth  section,  to  be  suspended,  and 
the  security  it  yields  destroyed.  The  course  of 
the  administration  of  justice  was  to  be  changed ; 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  to  take  the 
place  of  the  State  tribunals,  and  a  new  and 
productive  source  of  litigation  to  be  opened. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  speedy,  sp  far  as  it  regard- 
ed the  man,  for  he  would  be  speedily  destroyed ; 
but  not  so  the  cause.  The  old  law  was  in  oper* 
ation  but  eighteen  months,  and  yet  eighteen 
years  did  not  terminate  all  the  cases  that  arose 
under  it.  It  had  been  said  by  the  gentieman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sssgeant,)  that  that 
act  was  a  party  measure.  He  (Mr.  Smtth) 
would  agree  that  it  was  so  in  its  enaction,  but 
not  so  in  its  repeal ;  and  he  adverted  to  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  the  question,  'to  prove  that 
it  was  repealed  by  a  large  mijori^  of  both 
parties. 

But  there  was  another  constitutional  objeo- 
tion  thaty  to  his  mind,  was  insuperable.  The 
constitution  provides  that  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  states  shall  be  vested  in  the  Su- 
preme Oourt,  and  such  courts  as  Oongress  shall 
rtom  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish ;  and 
that  the  Judges  shall  be  independent  in  the 
tenure  of  their  office,  and  shall  receive  a  fixed 
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compensation.  Under  this  bill,  a  large  number 
(probably  not  less  than  8,000)  of  judges  are  to 
be  appointed,  by  the  name  of  commissioners. 
These  persons  will  be  in  fact  jndges.  Judicial 
powers  are  confided  to  them,  and  they  have 
been  recognized  in  England  as  courts  of  justice, 
exercising  equitable  powers.  Their  courts  are 
not  indeed  courts  of  record  in  that  country,  but 
they  would  be  so  here,  for  copies  of  their  pro- 
ceedings are  made  evidence.  By  the  express 
terms  of  the  bill  they  are  recognized  as  exer- 
cising ludicial  power.  They  are  said  to  "ad- 
judge," and  their  acts  are  spoken  of  as  "judg- 
ments." A  judge  is  he  who  applies  the  law  to 
the  facts  of  a  particular  case,  and  declares  the 
result.  Oan  there  be  a  doubt  that  that  declara- 
tipn  which  divests  a  man  of  property  and  liber- 
ie in  pursuance  oi  a  law,  is  a  judgment? 
Then,  £f  these  commissioners  exercise  judicial 
power,  they  cannot  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent alone  ;*  the  conouirence  of  the  Senate  is 
also  necessary.  TTheu:  tenure  of  o£Soe  should 
also  be  during  good  behavior,  and,  instead  of 
receiving  hireung  waees,  at  five  dollars  per  day, 
as  the  bul  provides,  they  should  have  a  com- 
pensation pursuant  to  the  constitution,  which 
should  be  neither  increased  nor  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office. 

In  addition  to  all  these  objections,  there  was 
another,  which  to  his  mind  was  of  still  greater 
importance.  It  was  an  objection  that  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  our  firee  and  equal  institutions. 
This  bill  proposed  to  incorporate  the  mercantile 
community  with  a  system  of  laws  peculiar  to 
themselves— to  embody  them  together,  and  to 
separate  them  from  the  rest  of  the  conmiunity. 
It  was  calculated  to  subject  the  middling  dass 
of  traders  to  the  power  of  the  wealthy  mer- 
chants, and  to  give  to  the  latter  distinctive  and 
corporate  powers.  They  would  be  as  com- 
pletely a  corporation  as  &e  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  And  what  would  be  the  effect?  The 
merchants  have  already,  as  one  of  them  for- 
merly told  us  on  this  floor,  nineteen-twentieths 
of  the  movable  property  in  the  country,  and 
all  the  banks.  The  result  would  be  that  the 
banks  would  govern  the  city  merchants,  the 
dty  merdiants  would  control  the  merchants  of 
the  country,  and  the  latter,  in  their  turn,  would 
give  law  to  (lie  rest  of  the  community.  Of  all 
aristocracies,  a  moneyed  aristocracy  was  most 
to  be  avoided — and  never  could  it  be  wise  in 
this  Government  to  amalgamate  the  force  of 
this  powerful  order,  and  give  to  it  an  interest 
and  sympathy  diverse  from  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple. If,  unfortunately,  such  a  body  should  be 
so  organized,  it  was  not  difficult  to  discern  that 
they  would,  ere  long,  ^t  the  Government  6f 
the  United  States,  and  control  its  destinies. 


Tuesday,  January  29. 
'   Ca/rwi^B  Grant. 
The  HoQse  then  agreed  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by 
Kr.  Walwobxh^  calling  for  informatioii  re- 


specting the  pretended  titles  of  the  heirs  of 
Jonathan  Carver,  of  certain  lands  near  the 
falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  Mississippi  Biver. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  frauds  were  conunitted, 
and  innocent  purchasers  drawn  in  by  persons 
pretending  to  a  title  to  these  lands.  His 
object  was,  that  such  information  might  be 
given,  through  the  medium  of  this  House,  as 
might  forewarn  purchasers  of  the  falsity  of  the 
title. 

Mr.  OoLDEir  thought  it  improper  for  this 
House  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  questions 
of  tide.  He  would  not  even  take  a  course  that 
might  prepossess  public  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other  on  such  a  question.  It  was  a  matter  not 
within  the  province  of  Congress.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "pre- 
tended," and  to  insert,  after  the  word  "  daiin,'* 
the  words  "made  by,"  before  the  words  "the 
heirs." 

The  amendment  prevailed,  and  after  a  few 
remarks  by  Mr.  Tbaot,  who  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  even  making  an  inquiry  into  thb  title 
more  than  into  titles  to  other  lands  claimed  by 
individuals,  the  question  was  taken,  and  thie 
resolution  adopted. 

General  Jackson  (md  Judge  FrofMntin. 

A  Message  received  yesterday,  from  the 
Pbesidsnt  of  thb  UinrsD  States,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows :  # 

To  the  ffouae  of  BqrmetUaHvet : 

In  oompliance  with  the  re8olnti<m  of  the  2d  instant, 
I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
an  the  documentB  relating  to  the  misunderstanding 
between  General  Jackson,  while  acting  as  Govemor 
of  the  Floridas,  and  Elegins  Fromentin,  judge  of  a 
court  therein ;  and  also  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  ^^ister  Pleni* 
potentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  on  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  that  Territoiy,  in  execution  of  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Governor  by  the  Executive,  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 
Being  always  desurous  to  communicate  to  Congfoaa^ 
or  to  ^ther  House,*  all  the  information  in  the  poo- 
session  of  the  Executive  rejecting  any  important 
interest  of  our  Union,  which  may  be  commnnicated 
without  real  ii\iury  to  our  constituents,  and  which- 
can  rarely  happen,  except  in  negotiations  pending 
with  foreign  powers ;  and  deeming  it  more  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government,  in  casea  sab- 
mitted  to  my  discretion,  as  in  the  present  instance,  to 
hazard  error  by  the  freedom  of  the  communicatiaa 
rather  tfaui  by  withholding  any  portion  of  infor- 
mation belonging  to  the  subject,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  communicate  every  document  comprised 
within  this  call.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikoton,  Janaary  28,  1822. 

Mr.  WnmcAN  moved  to  refer  the  Message, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  with  iiH 
structions  to  designate  m  thdr  report  such 
parts  thereof  as.  in  their  opinion,  it  might  be 
proper  to  publisn. 

Mr.  Baldwin  thought  the  part  which  related 
to  any  controversy  between  General  Jaokacm 
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and  Judge  Fromentin  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Jndioiary,  and  the  residue 
onlj  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr.  Weight  wished  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Messrs. 
Wabfield  and  Sebobaitt  thought,  if  one  part 
of  the  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  because  Judge  Fro- 
mentin was  concerned  in  it,  the  correspondent 
part  of  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affdrs,  because  it  related  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson ;  so  between  both  committees,  the 
one  laying  hold  of  tbe  Judge,  and  the  other  of 
the  General,  they  might  perhaps  be  kept  apart. 

Mr.  Wood  was  in  Davor  of  referring  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  but  the  question  was  at 
length  taken,  and  the  motion  prevailed  to  lay 
the  whole  on  tiie  table. 

Mr.  TT70KBB,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that 
the  communication  and  documents  be  printed ; 
which,  after  remarks  thereon  by  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  OusngOTsr,  F.  Johbs,  Mallabt,  and 
AuBN,  of  Tennessee,  was  carried,  as  to  each 
branch  of  the  documents  communicated.* 


•  Th»  coDUon  with  the  Judge,  Fromentin,  grew  out  of 
tba  aflUr  of  Goremor  GallftTft,  and  of  the  Jadge*8  attempt 
to  release  him  from  the  calabooae  by  writ  ist  habeas  eorput. 
On  hearfo;  of  that  attempt  the  Jndge  was  required  to  ap- 
pear before  Governor  Jackson,  forthwith,  **to  show  causo 
whj  he  haa  attempted  to  interfere  with  mj  authority  as 
OoTemor  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Gap- 
tain  General  and  Intendant  of  the  Ishmd  of  Guba,  or 
■aid  provinees  respectively,  in  my  judicial  capacity  as  su- 
preme judge  over  the  same,  and  as  chancellor  thereot"  Tho 
Judge  appeared  accordingly,  and  Goyemor  Jackson  having 
understood  the  Judge  to  confess  to  error  In  issuing  the  writ, 
and  pramistng  not  to  do  so  again,  he  accepted  the  declaration 
M  an  apology,  and  released  th^  Judge ;  but  Judge  Fromen- 
tla  having  denied  the  apology,  a  most  violent  contest  took 
place  between  them,  in  which  the  legality  of  the  Governor's 
eonduet,  both  with  respect  to  Callava,  was  vehemently  dis- 
puted, and  carried  the  Judge,  Fromentin,  before  the  Presi- 
dent. The  Judge  justified  his  issue  of  the  writ  upon  the 
eommoalaw,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  his  own 
eommlBaion  as  a  United  Btates  Territorial  Judge,  and  tho 
act  of  Congress  of  1789,  authorljdng  all  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  Issue  this  remedial  writ  Governor  Jack- 
ion  answered  him,  that  the  constitution  and  none  of  these 
lavs  axtanded  to  the  Territory— that  only  two  acts  of  Con- 
gieas  had  been  extended  to  it,  one  for  the  collection  of  the 
wvenue,  and  the  other  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  slaves 
tram  abroad;  and  that  he  (Judge  Fromentin)  must  confine 
kfanself  to  the  execution  of  these  two  acts.  It  was  the 
finhlon  dnzing  General  Jackson*s  public  111b  to  decry  him  as 
Ignorant  and  rash ;  yet  no  officer,  called  upon  so  often  to 
dedde  on  questions  of  national,  municipal,  or  constitutional 
law,  and  all  upon  the  instant,  and  in  camps,  or  on  the  fron- 
tisra,  could  have  dedded  so  correctly.  And  so  In  this  case 
«f  Fromentin.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  an- 
•vared  hia  eomplaint,  and  in  the  very  words  wldch  Gov- 
fltnor  Jackson  had  used,  saying:  **I  am  directed  by  the 
President  to  inibrm  you  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
ntettve  to  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  and  those  relating 
to  the  slave  trade,  having  been  the  only  ones  extended  by 
set  of  Congress  to  the  Territories  of  Florida,  it  was  to  the 


Thubsdat,  January  81. 

"Ht.  Bubton,  of  Korth  Oorolina,  rose,  and 
said  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he 
claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  on  any  subject,  when  he  re- 
membered the  manner  in  which  the  table  had 
been  crowded  for  several  weeks  past ;  but  he 
assured  the  House  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  add  to  the  present  herculean  task  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments.  For  all  those  gentle- 
men, said  he,  I  have  the  highest  respect ;  and 
believing  that  they  have  fidl  employment  id- 
ready,  I  shall  endeavor  to  sliow  my  respect  in 
some  other  way  than  by  adding  to  their  labors. 
Thus  far  in  the  present  session  I  have  remained 
silent ;  from  wmch  course  I  should  not  have 
departed,  in  the  present  instance,  but  from  an 
imperious  sense  of  duty.  The  substance  of  the 
resolution  which  I  propose  to  offer  is,  that  a  se- 
lect committee  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law  for 
the  encouragement  of  vaccination,  passed  in 
the  year  1818.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this 
law  originated  from  the  purest  principle  of  be- 
nevolence, Bince  it  has  for  its  object  to  guard 
the  human  family  against  one  of  the  most  £eital 
diseases  to  which  we  are  incident — ^I  mean  the 
small-pox.  But^  notwithstanding  I  have  before 
stated  that  I  believe  that  this  law  sprang  from 
the  best  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  yet  it  is 
likely Jx>  prove  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
whidi  has  for  several  years  befallen  that  part 
of  the  country  in  which  I  reside.    I  have  no 


execution  of  these  only  that  your  commission  ss  a  United 
States  Judge  was  intended  to  apply.  In  the  execution  of 
these  laws,  in  yom  Judicial  capacity,  the  Governor  (Jack- 
son) has  been  informed  that  you  are  considered  only 
amenable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  And 
thus,  the  constitution,  and  sll  the  habeas  earpue  laws  of  the 
United  States  with  which  the  Judge  had  fortlfled  himself 
were  taken  flrom  around  him ;  and  in  every  thing  except 
administering  the  revenue  and  the  slave  trade  laws,  he  wss 
left  to  the  authority  of  the  Captain  Genersl  and  Intendant  of 
Cuba,  in  his  supreme  executive,  legislative.  Judicial,  clvil,and 
military  powers.  By  way  of  easing  the  Judge  down,  a  com- 
pliment was  extended  on  the  integrity  of  his  motives,  while 
regretting  the  ooUIsIon  which  had  resulted  itom  his  mis- 
taken invocation  of  the  constitution  and  the  habeas  corpus 
statutes.  Thus :  "  In  the  different  view  which  you  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  President  is  persuaded  that  your 
motives  and  intentions  were  entirely  pure,  though  he  deep- 
ly regrets  the  collision  of  authority,  and  the  misunderstand- 
ing which  has  srisen  between  the  Governor  of  the  Territoiy 
and  yoTmOf'—LeUer  of  October  26M,  1881. 

I  deem  these  transactions  In  Florida,  and  the  act  finr  Its 
temporary  government,  the  strongest  iUnstrattons  of  th« 
differedce  between  States  and  Territories  which  can  be  de- 
vised. The  temporary  government  was  itself  a  continuation 
of  the  Spanish  government,  and  intended  to  be  Independent 
of  our  constitution.  That  was  decided  by  a  direct  vote,  aa 
well  as  shown  by  the  act  When  the  blH  was  under  dla* 
cusslon,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a  pn*9iso^  that 
the  government  established  by  it,  should  ^noi  be  income 
paiibUwWi  the  0(msMyiionqfihe  IMMm^i*"  ^hUili 
was  rejected  without  a  division. 
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Naval  Bill — Suppression  of  Piracy  m  the  West  Indies, 


[Februabt,  1829. 


wish  to  make  an  attack  tipon  Dr.  Bxnith,  of 
Baltimore,  (the  vaccine  agent,  nnder  that  law,) 
or  any  other  gentleman,  without  giving  him  a 
fair  opportunity  of  defending  himself.  But 
this  much  will  I  say,  that  by  some  strange  acci- 
dent that  disease  has  been  introduced  inlo 
North  Carolina,  and  has  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks  been  scattered  for  several  miles  around. 
How  this  happened,  no  satisfactory  account  has 
been  rendereid.  Borne  deat^  have  taken  place, 
and  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  country 
are  in  a  state  of  alarm  and  consternation,  more 
easily  imagined  than  described.  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  any  feeble  effort,  on  my  part,  would 
fjBtll  very  far  short  of  reality.  I  wish  a  select 
committee  to  be  appointed,  who  are  capable  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject. 
And  if  there  has  been  any  fault  on  the  part  of 
the  agent,  that  he  should  not  have  it  in  his 
power  a^edn  to  do  further  injury  under  the 
sanction  of  the  law.  And  i^  on  the  other 
hand,  there  has  been  no  fault  on  his  part,  he 
should  be  reinstated  to  public  confidence,  which 
has  been  much  shaken  by  the  late  transaction. 
Mr.  B.^s  resolution  was  in  the  following  words : 
lUsolvedf  That  a  select  cominittee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  Ihe  law 
passed  in  the  year  A.  D.  1813,  entitled  **An  act 
to  encourage  vaccination." 

Mr.  LiTTLB  made  a  few  observations  ex- 
pressive of  his  high  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  professional  talents  and  experience  of  Dr. 
Smith,  whose  conduct  had  been  impeached; 
and  believing  that  an  investigation  woul^  prove 
that  confidence  to  have  been  well  founded,  he 
expresse4  his  hope  that  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Flotd  thought  the  object  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  could  not  be  easuy  arrived  at  by 
a  committee  of  this  House.  Thinking,  as  he 
did,  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  entertaining  the  ideas 
which  he  did  of  the  benefits  he  had  rendered 
to  his  country,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed  such  an 
investigation  would  be  beneficial  to  Dr.  Smith. 
It  was  as  likely,  he  suggested,  that  the  small- 
pox had  been  introduced  into  North  Carolina 
by  some  North  Oarolinian,  as  by  any  mistake  of 
the  vaccine  agent.  The  latter  had  no  motive 
to  destroy  his  own  occupation,  but  every  pos- 
sible inducement  to  conduct  the  agency  with 
integrity^  care,  and  skill.  He  had  at  first 
thought  it  best  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on 
the  table  a  few  days,  until  the  subject  which 
was  now  undergoing  discussion  and  oonuder- 
ation  was  more  att^tively  examined ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  as  the  question  had  been  moved, 
he  would  make  no  objection  to  its  immediate 

adoption.  

THtrBSDAT,  February  7. 
Letter  from  the  Vaedns  Agent 

The  Bpxaxbb  presented  a  letter  from  Doctor 
James  Smith,  Vaccine  Agent,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Little,  was  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  that  subject,  and  ordered 
io  be  printed. 


EALTDfOBB,  FAruary  4, 1822.    • 

Sir  :  From  letters  which  I  received  fix>m  Dr. 
Hunter,  of  Tarboro*,  in  North  Carolina,  1  am  faltj 
persuaded  I  have  discoTared  the  cause  of  the  deplo- 
rable events  which  have  happened  there ;  and  I  am 
now  satisfied,  that  they  have  originated  from  an  ac- 
cident such  as  never  oocuzred  bdbfre,  and  there  is  no 
danger  that  the  like  will  ever  occur  again. 

I  had  a  paper  which  contained  some  small-pog 
scabs,  taken  by  myself  fifom  a  person  named  Wfdt* 
field,  about  4th  October,  1821 ;  and  on  this  paper  I 
had  written  carefully,  to  avoid  aoddenta^  that  it  con- 
tained the  variolous  or  small-poz  matter.  But  this 
paper  was  afterwards  raislai^  and,  after  fA^wliipg 
for  it  in  vain,  I  had  concluded  it  was  lost^  and  sop- 
posed  it  might  have  been  swept  out  of  my  office  with 
other  waste  papers. 

From  the  information,  however,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Hunter,  quoting  the  words  I  had 
written  on  it,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  same 
identical  paper  I  had  lost,  containing  the  small'-pox 
scabs,  and  marked  as  such,  was  put  up  in  Dr.  Waid*s 
letter  by  some  mistake  or  inadvertMioe,  instead  of 
the  glasses  of  vaccine  matter  which  I  intended  to 
send  to  him ;  and  which,  from  his  letter  to  me,  I 
supposed  he  had  received  and  used. 

We  may  now,  therefore  safely  conclude,  that  tba 
injury  done  is  of  more  limited  extent  than  I  feared ; 
and  every  citizen  of  North  Carolina  has  it  in  his 
power  to  he  secured  fiom  it,  if  they  will  use  the  vao- 
cine  matter  I  have  sent  them. 

Dr.  Hxmter  assures  me  that  the  vaccme  matter  ob- 
tained by  him  from  this  institution,  and  which  he 
was  using  "  in  a  general  and  extensive  vaccination," 
when  he  wrote  me,  19th  ultimo,  was  such  as  he 
knew  to  be  genuine. 

I  hope  you  wiU  be  so  good  as  to  make  the  con- 
tents of  tMs  letter  known  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives ;  and  I  will  be  happy  to  furnish  you  or  any 
committee  of  Congress  who  may  be  appointed  to 
make  inquhy  on  this  subject,  with  every  fact  relating 
to  it  which  has  or  may  hereaf^  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  

JAMES  SMITH. 

Hon.  Spbakxb  of  the 

House  of  Rqfreseniathes, 

Nofoal  BiU^Suppresnon  qfFiraey  in  the  WeU 
Indies, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  partial 
appropriations  for  toe  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  reported  the  bill, 
briefly  stated  that  the  olpect  of  it  was  to  sup- 
press the  piratical  depredations  that  were  com- 
mitted upon  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  officers  and  pay  of  the  seamen,  with  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollara.  The 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  blanks  for  provisiona 
and  repairs  were  also  severally  filled  with  the 
sums  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Smith  also  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
contingent  expenses,  with  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 
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Ifr.  Tbaot  inquired,  whether  the  whole  som 
was  required  for  this  particular  service,  or 
whether  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  general 
expenses  of  the  Naval  Departmenf  ?  If  it  was 
merely  for  this  particular  service,  it  was  a 
large  appropriation,  especially  after  the  liberal 
appropriations  for  provisions  and  repairs.  On 
a  reqnisitibn  for  contingent  expenses  by  a  de- 
partment, he  thought  the  House  ought  at  least 
to  be  possessed  of  some  of  the  principal  and 
pcominent  items  of  expenditure.  He  was  aware 
that  there  were  expenses  to  be  incurred,  that 
oould  not  be  specifically  named,  or  even  fore- 
seen ;  but  he  thought  it  the  right  of  the  House 
to  understand  something  of  the  outlines  of  the 
expense. 

Hr.  Smith  sai^  the  object  of  the  appropria- 
tion was  well  understood*  The  sum  of  $280,000 
was  reported  for  the  whole  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Naval  Department,  and  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  proposed  in  the  biU 
was  a  part  of  that  expense,  and  to  be  deducted 
from  it  This  bill  only  contemplated  an  ad- 
yancement  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  pira- 
<aes.  Mr.  S.  agreed,  that  when  an  expenditure 
can  be  specif^  it  ought  not  to  be  included 
under  the  bead  of  a  contingent  expense. 

Mr.  LownTDES  thought  that  the  House  should 
not  consider  the  iH*esent  appropriation  as  limit- 
ed to  a  specif c  object,  but  as  an  advancement 
of  the  general  navy  service.  It  was  part  of  the 
annual  appropriation,  but  advanced  at  an  early 
period  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
that  required  it 

Mr.  Randolph  would  not  throw  any  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  present  appropriation,  but  he 
thought  it  proper  to  apprise  the  committee  of 
the  great  doubt  that  existed,  whether,  by  in- 
^aftingou  our  naval  system  the  solecism  of 
tmperUan  in  imperio^  the  Naval  Department 
had  not  greatly  suffered  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Board  of  Naval  Commissioners.  Mr.  B. 
disclaimed  all  personal  considerations,  and  ex- 
pressed, for  those  who  constituted  it,  not  only 
a  confidence  in  their  ability  and  integrity,  but 
a  x>er8onal  regard.  But  the  difficulty  lay  in  the 
system,  and  he  believed  the  Commissioners 
themselves  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  were 
convinced  of  its  inutility,  and  would  concur  in 
abolishing  this  patchwork  in  our  national  sys- 
tem. He  hoped  that  others,  who  were  better 
acquainted  with  the  subject  would  take  it  into 
consideration,  and  apply  tne  remedy,  which, 
in  his  opinioii,  the  evil  called  for. 

Mr.  JoHNSov,  of  Louisiana,  stated  that  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill  on  account  of  the  object  of  it  The  bill  is 
for  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1822. 
It  is  founded  on  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  25th  January,  in  reply  to  a  note  of 
that  day,  requesting  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1822, 
for  Ihe  naval  service.  It  is  stated  that  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year  are  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  that  it  is  necessary  to  equipa  force  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce.    This  appro- 


priation is  for  the  naval  service  generally.  like 
letter,  with  regard  to  the  naval  force,  is  dated 
28th  January,  in  reply  to  inquiries  of  the  26th, 
with  regard  to  the  piracies.  In  this  it  is  pro- 
posed to  send  out  a  frigate.  This  object  is  the 
inducement  for  the  partial  appropriation. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  had  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  roso  only  to  reply,  in  a  single 
remark,  to  the  oV)servations  tibat  had  &llen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bah- 
noLPH.)  m  the  four  years  he  had  occupied  a 
seat  on  the  floor,  he  had  had  occasion  to  ex- 
amine into  the  office  alluded  to,  and  he  was 
fhlly  convinced,  from  the  examination,  which 
was  scrupulous  and  attentive,  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  that  board  had  saved  millions  to  the 
nation.  It  was  constituted  of  men  who  were 
possessed  not  only  of  ability,  but  of  experience 
and  practical  acquaintance  with  the  subject  on 
which  they  were  employed.  So  ftilly  satisfied 
was  he  of  the  importance  of  that  board,  that, 
were  he  driven  to  the  necessity  of  voting  to 
abolish  either  that  board,  or  the  head  of  the 
department,  he  should  feel  hhnself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  continuance  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Bandolph  hoped  he  was  not  understood 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  the  wisdom  of 
any  branch  of  the  Navy  Department.  But  he 
had  turned  not  an  unobservant  eye  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  believed  that  the  bureau,  he  might 
call  it — ^the  office,  wanted  new  modelling. 

Mr.  TnocBLB  made  a  few  further  observa- 
tions, and  expressed  his  such  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  management  of  that  board,  that  he 
was  led  to  wish  there  could  be  an  army  board 
in  like  manner  established. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  the  blank  filled 
as  proposed,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  House. 

In  the  House  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tame  this  day, 
and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Bankrupt  BUI 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seboeast,  then 
resolved  its^  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Mallabt,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  committee.  He  was  bpposed  to  its 
leading  principles,  and  could  not  give  his  sup- 

S)rt  to  any  measure  which  contained  them, 
y  these  principles,  he  meant  such  as  are  found 
in  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  compel  the 
debtor  to  surrender  his  property  for  the  pro- 
tended benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  exonerate 
the  debtor  from  the  obligation  of  his  contracts. 
He  considered,  that  all  who  were  opposed  to 
any  laws  containing  such  principles,  would  con- 
cur in  the  motion,  and  at  once  bring  the  sub- 
ject to  a  speedy  conclusion.  If  a  im^jority  of 
the  oommittee  approved  of  this  course,  much 
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time  would  be  sayed.  It  would  be  entirely 
useless  to  legislate  upon  the  details,  when  the 
bill  itself,  in  the  conclusion,  was  to  be  wholly 
rejected. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  the  e£fect8  of  the  pro- 
posed system  must  be  great.  The  relations  of 
creditor  and  debtor  would  be  changed.  The 
effects  would  not  be  confined  to  the  mercantile 
dass  of  our  citizens,  but  must  be  universal,  and 
felt  by  the  whole  community .  It  was  then  the 
duty  of  every  one  to  weigh  well  the  subject, 
and  ascertain,  as  &r  as  he  had  the  power, 
whether  the  effects  would  be  disastrous  or 
beneficial  to  the  nation.  Not  to  merchants  and 
traders  alone,  but  to  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple. The  probability  that  some  good  might  re- 
sult, was  not  sufficient  to  induce  Oongress  to 
hazard  the  experiment.  We  ought  to  be  sure, 
as  far  as  human  foresight  can  determine,  that 
the  proposed  measure  will  prevent  the  fre- 
quency of  bankruptcies,  discourage  the  perpe- 
tration of  flagrant  frauds,  and  elevate  the  value 
of  national  and  individual  credit.  Its  beneficial 
effects  ought  to  be  most  clearly  shown  by  its 
supporters.  A  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
laws  of  other  nations,  relating  to  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies.  They  have  been  urged  with 
mat  zeal  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SsHGEAirr,)  and  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  produce  the  deepest  impressions. 
He  has  told  the  conmiittee  that  we  should  con- 
sult the  experience  of  foreign  nations  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  whidi  are  interesting  to  our- 
selves. He  has  told  us  that  commerce  is  essen- 
tially the  same  in  England,  Holland,  France, 
and  Spain,  as  in  the  United  States.  Laws,  by 
those  nations,  ,had  been  adopted  of  a  similar 
character  to  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
Experience  abroad  had  given  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  their  utility.  Mr.  M.  admitted  that,, 
although  we  might  often  gain  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages by  consulting  the  lawsjmd  institutions 
of  other  nations,  yet  their  adoption  in  tiiis 
country  should  be  allowed  with  the  greatest 
caution.  It  was  certainly  very  dangerous  doc- 
trine to  admit,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
measures  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
foreign  Governments,  and  had  stood  confirmed 
by  their  experience,  should  be  sanctioned  here. 
Ilie  preservation  of  good  morals  is  an  object  of 
equiJ  importance  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  of  England,  yet  those  laws,  which 
have  for  centuries  received  the  approbation  of 
Englishmen,  may  be  illy  calculated  for  this 
country.  Pure  religion  may  be  the  same  in 
France  as  in  the  United  States,  yet  t^ose  laws 
which,  in  France,  have  been  deemed  necessary 
for  its  promotion,  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  contend  are  adapted  to 
our  condition.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  a  deep  interest  m  the  character  and  merits 
of  our  dergy,  but  the  English  laws,  granting 
tithes  for  their  support,  would  receive  no  very 
cordial  welcome  here.  Yet  the  experience  of 
England  and  France  might  be  referred  to  as 
evidence  of  their  utility. 


Mr.  M.  observed  he  had  alluded  to  these  sub- 
jects to  prove  that  the  experience  of  other  nar 
tions  would  often  prove  a  fatal  guide  to  our 
selves.  That^  although  there  might  be  a  variety 
of  interests  of  equal  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, and  foreign  nations,  the  nature  of  the  re- 
spective Governments,  and  the  diaracter  and 
feelings  of  the  people,  required,  or  admitted,  of 
very  different  regulations.  That,  although  the 
United  States  were  as  deeply  concerned  in  com- 
merce as  England,  Holland,  France,  or  Spain, 
it  could  not  with  safety  be  inferred  that  their 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  should  be 
adopted  by  the  American  Government. 


Monday,  February  11. 
Mail  ThefU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fabbblly,  the  Oommitsee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Boads  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  Militat- 
ing the  means  of  discovering  thefts,  destructaoa 
o^  or  opening  and  mutilating  letters,  commit- 
ted by  deputy  postmasters,  their  agents,  and 
mail  carriers;  and  also  into  the  proprietjr  of 
enacting  severer  and  other  penalties  against 
those  who  may  be  convicted  of  such  offences. 

Mr.  Fabbbixy  observed,  that  the  insecurity 
of  conveyance  by  the  mail  was  so  general  as  to 
destroy  its  utility.  Complaints  came  loudly 
from  all  quarters.  He  said  he  was  certain  the 
Postmaster  General  had  used  all  the  care  and 
vigilance  in  his  power  to  detect  and  prevent 
thefts  in  the  post  offices;  but  he  has  found 
them  to  be  ineffectual.  Something  surely  can 
be  done,  if  not  to  remedy,  at  least  to  mitigate, 
the  evils  so  loudly  complained  of.  We  all  know 
with  what  ease  the  recommendations  for  offices 
can  be  procured;  these  we  cannot  prevent. 
Perhaps  oy  enabling  the  county  courts  in  which 
the  respective  officers  are,  to  issue  a  commisfflon 
of  inspection,  or  giving  them  a  visitorial  power. 
the  fraud  might  be  prevented.  I  have  been  lea 
more  particularly  to  this  subject,  by  informa- 
tion received  from  my  district  Not  long  since, 
a  sum  of  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  was  sent  in 
a  letter  from  Erie,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Sallna, 
in  New  York.  This  letter  never  arrived;  it 
was  traced  to  Buffiilo,  but  beyond  that  all  sera- 
tiny  was  useless.  I  have  also  learned  that  a 
letter  containing  two  hundred  and  seventy  dol- 
lars, sent  from  Philadelphia  to  Warren,  in  my 
district,  has  never  been  received.  I  have  been 
informed  that  another  letter,  sent  from  Mead- 
vUle  to  Pittsburg,  has  also  been  lost  Since  I 
came  here,  I  received  a  small  sum  of  money  for 
a  public  institution  at  Meadville,  which  I  trans- 
mitted by  mail ;  it  has  never  been  received. 
We  have  not  heard  of  any  robbery  of  the  mails ; 
these  thefts  must  have  been  committed  by  the 
postmasters.  Indeed,  the  imury  done  the  pub- 
lic by  them,  in  this  way,  tar  outweighs  that 
done  by  robbery  of  the  mails.  Something^  I 
am  persuaded,  can  be  done  to  render  these 
crimes  less  frequent.  I  do  not  recollect  to  hare 
read  of  any  trials  in  England  of  postmasters  for 
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stealiDg  letters  on  the  way.  The  trials  are  for 
robberies  of  the  maUs,  and  thefts  after  the  letters 
arrive  at  their  destmation.  The  latter  part  of  the 
resolution  I  deem  neoessaiy.  The  a>nunon  law 
maxim  is,  that  the  pimishment  onght  to  be  se- 
vere, in  proportion  to  the  facility  of  commit- 
a\  offence.  In  this  case,  the  postmaster  is 
nded  in  his  office,  and  he  commits  a  doable 
crime— one  against  the  law,  the  other  against 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  natnre  of 
his  office. 

A  modification  was  proposed  hy  Mr.  Wal- 
worth, and  a  fnrther  modification  by  Mr.  La- 
THBOP,  which  were  severally  assented  to  by  the 
mover  and  agreed  to  by  the  Honse,  which 
brought  it  into  the  shape  in  which  it  is  above 
stated. 

OhUieation  of  the  Indians. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbidbnt  of  the  Unitbd  States  : 
To  ike  House  of  JtepresentoHves: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolntion  of  the  Honae  of 
Bepreeentativefi,  "  reqnestiiig  tHe  President  of  the 
United  States  to  canee  to  be  laid  before  this  Honse 
any  informatioB  which  he  may  have  of  the  condition 
of  the  seTenl  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States, 
and  &e  measures  hitherto  devised  and  pnrsned  for 
their  civilizaticm,''  I  now  transmit  a  leport  {rom  the 
SeoretaiyofWar. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabbhtgiok,  JFib,  10,  1822. 

Depabzioeht  of  Wab,  Feh.  8, 1822. 

The  Secietaiy  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
reaofaition  of  tiie  Honse  of  RepresentatiTes,  "  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
had,  befiare  this  House  any  information  which  he  may 
have  of  the  condition  of  the  several  Indian  tribes 
within  the  United  States,  and  the  progress  of  the 
measures  hitherto  derised  and  pursued  for  their  civ- 
ilisation," has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  ta- 
ble, marked  A,  containing  the  number  of  schools 
established  under  the  patronage  of  the  €k>vemment, 
within  the  Indian  country;  the  number  of  scholars  at 
eadi ;  the  time  of  their  commencement,  where  fixed, 
and  by  whom  established;  witii  remarks  on  their 
progress,  present  condition,  &a  By  reference  to  the 
table,  it  will  appear  that  there  are  eleven  principal 
■ebools,  with  three  subordinate  ones,  in  actual  opera- 
tion ;  and  that  there  are  several  in  a  state  of  prepa- 
zatioa ;  and  that  the  number  of  scholars,  at  the  last 
retnm,  at  the  principal  and  subordinate  schools, 
amounted  to  five  hundred  and  eight  On  these 
schools  there  has  been  expended  $15,827  56,  of  which 
$7,447  66  have  been  on  account  of  buildings,  and  the 
balance,  |8,380,  on  account  of  the  expense  of  tuition. 
It  Is  made  a  condition  of  the  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  that  the  schools  should  be  es- 
tabliwhed  witiiin  the  Indian  countiy,  and  that  the 
system  of  education,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing, 
mod  arithmetio,  should,  for  the  boys,  embrace  in- 
•tmetion  in  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  mechanic 
arts,  and  for  &e  girls  the  common  domestic  industry 
oftiiatsex. 

It  was  thought  advisable,  at  the  oommenoement  of 
the  sfstam,  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  enlarge 
the  ^ere  of  operation  as  experience  should  indicate 


the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  by  which  a  use- 
less expenditure  of  public  money  would  be  avoided, 
and  the  system  adopted  for  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians  have  the  fairest  trial.  Experience  has  thus 
^justified  those  which  have  been  adopted;  and  it 
is  accordingly  intended  to  give,  this  year,  a  greater 
activity  to  the  funds,  of  which  a  much  larger  portion 
may  be  applied  to  tuition,  the  necessary  buildings  at 
so  many  points  having  already  been  erected. 

Whether  the  system  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Government,  if  persevered  in,  will  ultimately  bring 
the  Indians  within  the  pale  of  civilization,  can  only 
be  determined  by  time.  It  has  been  in  operation 
too  short  a  period  to  pronounce  with  certainty  on 
the  result  The  present  generation,  which  cannot 
be  greatly  a£fected  by  it,  must  pass  away,  and  those 
who  have  been  reared  under  the  present  i^em  of 
education  must  succeed  them,  before  its  effects  can 
be  fnUy  tested.  As  far,  however,  as  ciTilization  may 
depend  on  education  only,  without  taking  into  con- 
tideration  the  force  of  circumstances,  it  would  seem 
that  there  is  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  effecting  the 
benevolent  intention  of  the  Government.  It  may  be 
affirmed,  almost  without  qualification,  that  all  of  the 
tribes  within  our  settiements,  and  near  our  borders, 
are  even  solicitous  for  the  education  of  their  children. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Creeks,  they  have  every 
where  freely  and  cheerfolly  assented  to  the  establTsh- 
ment  of  schools,  to  which,  in  some  instances,  they 
have  contributed.  The  Ghoctaws,  in  this  rospcct, 
have  evinced  the  most  liberal  spirit  having  set  aside 
six  thousand  dollars  of  their  annuity  in  aid  of  schools 
established  among  them.  The  reports  of  the  teachers 
are  almost  uniformly  favorable,  both  as  to  the  capa- 
city and  docility  of  their  youths.  Their  progress  i^ 
pears  to  be  quite  equal  to  that  of  white  cMldren  of 
the  same  age  ;  and  they  appear  to  be  equally  sus- 
ceptible of  acquiring  habits  of  industiy.  At  some  of 
the  establishments  a  considerable  portion  of  the  sup- 
plies are  raised  by  the  labor  of  the  scholars  and 
teachers. 

With  these  indications,  it  would  seem  that  there 
is  littie  hazard  hi  pronouncing,  that,  with  proper  and 
vigorous  efforts,  they  may  receive  an  education  equal 
to  that  of  the  labonng  portion  of  our  community. 
Still,  however,  tne  interesting  inquiry  remains  to  bo 
solved,  whether  such  an  education  would  lead  them 
to  that  state  of  morality,  civilization,  and  happinesB» 
to  which  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  bring 
them,  or  whether  there  is  not  something  in  their  situ- 
ation, which  presents  insuperable  obstacles  to  such  a 
state  ?  To  answer  this  inquiry,  we  have  but  littie  ex- 
perience. There  is  certainly  much  encouragement 
to  hope  for  the  best,  from  the  fact  that  the  Cherokee 
nation,  which  has  made  the  greatest  progress  in  edu- 
cation, has  also  made  the  greatest  towards  this  de- 
sirable state,  but  the  experience  which  it  affords  is 
yet  imperfect  They  have  adopted  some  written  pro- 
visions for  their  government,  to  a  copy  of  which,  with 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Steiner,  a  re* 
spectable  Moravian,  who  has  visited  the  nation  at  the 
interval  of  twenty  years,  and  states  the  progress  which 
they  have  made  in  that  time,  and  which  accompany 
this  report,  marked  B,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the 
House,  as  furnishing  the  best  testimony  of  the  actual 
progress  which  that  nation  has  made  towards  civiliza- 
tion. The  zeal  of  the  Cherokees  for  improvement, 
and  the  progress  which  they  have  made,  are  further 
evinced  from  the  liberal  provision  for  a  school  fund, 
for  which  the  last  treaty  with  them,  rat^Bed  on  the 


248 


ABRIDOMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  B.] 


RwryanigtUiom  fjf  tk€  Noioy, 


'EimuaMXTf  1829. 


10th  of  Maroh,  1819,  stipnlates,  and  the  fact  that  there 
are  now  establiahed  in  the  nation  six  sohoob,  (two 
of  which  axe  upon  the  Lancasterian  system,)  contain- 
ing in  the  aggregate  about  two  hundred  and  thirty 
e<£olar8.  Notwithstanding  these  favorable  appear- 
ances, many  obstacles,  difficult  to  be  surmounted,  will 
impede  the  progress  of  the  Indians  to  a  state  of  com- 
plete ciyilization. 

Without  adverting  to  others,  the  political  relation 
which  they  bear  to  us  is  of  itself  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude, if  not  removed,  to  prevent  so  desirable  a  state 
firom  being  attained.  We  have  always  treated  them 
as  an  independent  people ;  and,  however  insignificant 
a  tribe  may  become,  and  however  surrounded  by  a 
dense  white  population,  so  long  as  there  are  any  re- 
mains, it  continues  independent  of  our  laws  and  au- 
thority. To  tribes  thus  surrounded,  nothing  can  be 
conceived  mora  opposed  to  their  happiness  and  civili' 
zation  than  this  state  of  nominal  independence.  It 
has  not  one  of  the  advantages  of  real  independence, 
while  it  has  nearly  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  state  of 
complete  subjugation.  The  consequence  is  inevitable. 
They  lose  the  lofty  ^irit  and  heroic  courage  of  the 
savage  state,  without  acquiring  the  virtues  which 
belong  to  the  dviliied.  Depressed  in  spirits  and  de- 
bauched in  morals,  they  dwindle  away  through  a 
wretched  existence,  a  nuisance  to  the  suironnding 
country.  Unless  some  system  can  be  devised  gradu- 
ally to  change  this  relation,  and  with  the  progress  oS 
education,  to  extend  over  them  our  laws  and  authority, 
it  is  feared  that  all  efforts  to  civilize  them,  whatever 
flattering  appearances  they  may  for  a  time  exhibit, 
must  ultimately  fail  Tribe  after  tribe  will  sis^  with 
the  progress  of  our  settlements  and  the  pressure  of  our 
population,  into  wretchedness  and  oblivion.  Such  has 
been  their  past  history,  and  such,  without  this  change 
of  political  relation,  it  must  probably  continue  to  h^ 
To  effect  it  many  difficulties  present  themselves.  It 
will  require  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  States  within  which  the  Indians  may 
ledde.  With  a  zealous  and  enlightened  co-operation, 
it  is,  however,  believed  that  all  difficulties  may  be 
furmounted,  and  this  wretched,  but  in  many  respects, 
noble  race,  be  ultimately  brought  within  the  pale  of 
civilization.  Preparatory  to  so  radical  a  change  in 
our  relations  towards  them,  the  system  of  education 
which  has  been  adopted,  ou^t  to  be  put  into  exten- 
sive and  active  operation.  This  is  the  foundation  <^ 
all  other  improvements.  It  ought  gradually  to  be 
followed  with  a  plain  and  simple  system  of  laws  and 
government,  such  as  has  been  adopted  bvthe  Chero- 
lees,  a  proper  compression  of  their  semements,  and 
a  divinon  of  landed  property.  By  introducing  grad- 
ually and  judiciously  these  improvements,  they  will 
ultimately  attain  such  a  state  of  intelligence,  indus- 
try, and  civilization,  as  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
complete  extension  of  our  laws  and  authority  over 
them. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  would  respectfully  refer  tiie 
House  of  Representatives,  for  more  full  and  detailed 
information  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
Indians  in  civilization,  to  the  rejport  of  the  Bev.  Doctor 
Morse,  which  was  laid  before  the  House  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  22d  January  last 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  Prbbiddit  of  cAs  U.  8, 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affaire. 


Tjtbbday,  February  12. 

Reorganuatim  of  the  Navy—IbUe  ConxtrueUon 
of  the  Furlough  PrhUege — MvUipUcation  of 
Shore  EmploymenU, 

Mr.  CooKB  rose  to  snomit  a  resolution  direct- 
ing an  in^iry  into  certain  matters  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment  The  resolution  would 
point  out  the  object  which  he  had  in  yiew ;  but 
he  thought  it  important  that  the  House  should 
be  adviNd  of  the  reason  which  induced  him  to 
offer  the  resolution  for  consideration.  The  act  of 
Oongress,  Mr.  0.  said,  directed  that  the  officers 
of  the  Kavy  should  receive  but  half  their  monthly 
pay,  when  not  under  orders  for  actual  service. 
By  a  regulation  of  the  Secreta:^  of  the  Navy, 
each  officer  attached  to  the  Kaval  Establish- 
ment receives  (notwithstanding  the  law)  full 
pay,  except  when  on  forlough.  He  made  this 
statement  from  an  inspection  of  the  order  itself. 
He  viewed  it  as  a  departure  from  the  law — an 
evasion  of  the  law  more  reprehensible  than  a 
direct  violation  of  it — an  attempt  to  get  round 
the  law,  such  as  should  never  receive  his  sanc- 
tion whilflt  he  held  a  seat  on  this  floor.  There 
was  another  thing  to  which  he  was  desiroos 
especially  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  viz :  the  number  of 
separate  stations  at  which  officers  are  placed, 
having  the  effect  to  increase  their  compensa- 
tions, without  any  correspondent  service  being 
rendered.  At  Norfolk,  for  example,  he  under- 
stood there  were  two  officers  in  independent 
commands,  one  at  the  Navy  Yard,  and  one  at 
the  town.  At  Baltimore  there  was^  he  under- 
stood, another  commander ;  and,  from  what  in- 
formation he  had  received,  there  was  not  a  sin- 
gle armed  vessel  at  that  port — ^though  there  is 
a  commander  for  the  station,  who  receives  three 
^ousand  dollars  a  ^ear  whilst  living  on  his 
iarm^  and  not  attendmg  to  any  duty  at  alL  He 
wished  also  some  information  respecting  the 
vessds  on  the  Lakes.  He  understood  that 
most  of  them  were  sunk,  and  none  of  them  fit 
for  service ;  notwithstanding  which  a  number 
of  men  were  kept  in  employ  to  take  care  of 
these  sunken  v^sels ;  and,  if  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  superior  officer  on  that  station  was 
dubbed  Commodore,  as  if  he  were  commanding 
a  squadron  of  armed  ships  cruising  against  an 
enemy,  and  received  pay  accordingly.  This, 
Mr.  C.  said,  could  not  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  law.  He  wished  also  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  with  regard  to  reorganianff  the  Naval 
Establishment,  so  as  not  to  nave  a  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  Oonunissioner  of  the  Navy  too. 
His  friend  from  Kentucky  had  told  the  House, 
the  other  day,  that  millions  had  been  saved  to 
the  Government  by  those  conunismoners.  Mr. 
CooKB  said,  he  did  not  pretend  to  understand 
much  about  the  subject ;  but  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain what  he  did  know.  He  knew  that  the 
annual  expense  of  that  Board  and  its  clerks,  kc^ 
had  been  twenty  odd  thousand  dollars  per  year 
since  its  establishment.  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  wanted  counsellors,  Mr.  0.  said  he  thotm^t 
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they  might  be  obtained  at  a  less  expense  than 
this  to  the  Goyernment,  &o. 

Mr.  0.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

JSetohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs 
be  inatnicted  to  Inqiiire,  and  report,  how  manj  naval 
tCadoDi  are  occupied  Ij  the  United  States;  the 
mmiber  and  grade  of  tiie  officers  at  each;  what 
each  officer  has  received  as  pay  and  sabsittence, 
and  what  for  emohiments  or  extra  compensation 
fcr  snppoeed  services ;  how  many  have  received  theif 
fhn  monthly  pay  who  were  not  in  actual  service  at 
the  time,  aiid  by  what  anthority  they  were  so  paid ; 
and  also,  that  they  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of 
teofganizing  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Mr.  McLaiib,  Ohairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Kaval  Afiairs,  said  he  did  not  mean  to  mt&e  any 
objection  to  the  scope  of  the  present  inquiry. 
But,  he  siud  that  the  mode  which  the  gentle- 
man had  adopted  was  not  the  proper  mode  of 
obtaining  the  information  he  was  in  qnest  of. 
It  did  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of  the  Gom- 
nuttee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  famish  snob  details 
ifl  the  reaolntion  asked  for.  He  wonld  also 
Boggeat  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  al- 
though he  was  sore  the  gentleman^s  motives 
were  of  the  purest  kind,  as  a  general  remark, 
that  there  appeared  to  be  a  rather  unfair,  if  not 
an  ungenerous,  proceeding  creeping  into  the 
practice  of  this  House;  which  is,  that,  when 
gentlemen  want  information  from  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  they  should  preface 
it  with  an  argument,  calculated  to  affect,  and 
even  to  criminate  public  officers,  founded  on  an 
aasumption  of  &ctB  proposed  to  be  inquired 
into,  and  followed  by  consequences  almost  as 
eerioua  in  the  publio  mind,  as  if  the  facts  assum- 
ed were  known  to  be  true — ^when,  it  veiy  often 
happened,  that  the  facts,  being  obtained  from 
the  proper  authority,  wore  not  as  had  been  sup- 
pose He  did  not  say  that  the  facts  were  not, 
in  this  case,  such  as  they  had  been  represented 
to  be.  But  there  was  one  fkct  with  which  he 
was  acquainted,  and  would  state;  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  the 
construction  of  the  law  had  been,  that  everv  of- 
ficer of  the  Navy  received  pay  until  furloughed ; 
becaose  he  is  in  actual  service,  liable  every 
minute  to  be  called  to  duty,  until  he  is  ftir- 
lou^ed.  This  was  the  construction  which  the 
law  had  universally  received,  and  he  presumed 
it  was  the  proper  construction.  On  the  other 
points,  adverted  to,  he  was  not  as  fully  inform- 
ed, and  had,  in  no  view  of  the  subject,  any  ob- 
lection  to  the  inquiry,  but  to  the  shape  of  it — 
becanse4t  devolved  on  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
AjSairs  a  duty  which  did  not  belong  to  them, 
and  because  the  resolution,  in  its  present  shape, 
evaded  the  rule  of  the  House,  which  requires 
an  calls  for  information  to  lie  one  day  for  con- 
sideration. Mr.  MoLuTB.  not  intending  to 
shrink  from  such  part  of  tne  proposed  inauiry 
as  was  within  the  proper  duty  of  the  Naval 
Oommittee,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
kaving  part  of  it  for  a  separate  inquiry  directed 


to  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Retofvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
organizing the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oooke, 
as  proposing  an  unnecessary  division  of  bis  mo- 
tion into  two  distinct  resolves,  and  supported* 
by  Mr.  MoLakb  in  reply — and  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
without  opposition. 

Thubsday,  February  14. 

Ruman  ClaifM  on  the  Northwest  Coast  of 
America, 

Mr.  Flotd  remarked  that  in  consequence  of 
unofficial  reports  of  the  promulgation  of  an  im- 
perial ukase  of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Bussias. 
in  relation  to  the  western  limits  of  the  United 
States,  he  begged  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commtmicate  to  this  Honse  whether 
any  foreign  Government  has  made  claim  to  any  part 
of  the  tenitoiy  of  the  United  States  npon  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42^  of  latitude,  and 
to  what  extent;  whether  any  regulations  have  been 
made  by  foreign  powers  a£focting  the  trade  on  that 
coast ;  and  how  fiu:  it  affects  the  interests  of  this  Re- 
public ;  and  whether  any  communications  have  been 
made  to  this  Government,  by  foreign  powers,  touch- 
ing the  contemplated  occupation  of  the  Columbia 
Biver. 


Fbiday,  February  16. 
Preservat^^m  of  Lvee  Oak  Timber, 

Mr.  MoLanb,  from  the  €k)mmittee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  timber  of  the  United  States  in  Florida; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the 
preservation  of  the  timber  of  the  United  States 
m  Florida,'*  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Banks  of  Deposit^  dtc. 

The  Sfxas3b  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  ob^ 
dienoe  to  the  resolution  directing  him  to  report 
the  banks  in  which  the  moneys  received  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  have  been  deposited 
since  let  January,  1818:  the  contracts  under 
which  the  deposits  have  oeen  made;  the  corre- 
spondence relative  thereto ;  the  amount  of  de- 
posits left  in  each,  &c. ;  which  report  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  same,  together 
with  the  documents,  be  printed.  A  division  of 
the  question  on  this  motion  being  called  for,  the 
same  was  put  on  so  much  as  proposes  to  cause 
the  said  report  to  be  printed,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 
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Mr.  Tatlob  then  mored  that  the  question  on 
the  residue  of  said  motion,  which  proposes  to 
cause  the  documents  to  be  printed,  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  next ;  which  passed  in  the 
affirmative.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Tbeasubt  Dkpabtmekt,  F«ib,  14,  1822. 

SiH :  In  obedience  to  a  resolntion  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatiyes,  directing  that  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasniy  lay  before  the  House  *'  a  statement  show- 
ing in  what  banks  the  money  received  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  has  been  deposited  since  the  1st 
of  Januaiy,  1818 ;  the  contracts  nnder  which  said 
deposits  have  been  made ;  the  correspondence  be- 
tween them  and  the  Treasury  Department  relatiye 
thereto ;  the  amoont  of  deposits  that  were  to  be  left 
in  each,  in  consideration  of  taking  charge  of  the 
balance  of  the  money  deposited ;  whether,  In  any  in- 
stance, tiie  deposits  allowed  for  that  purpose  have 
been  increased,  and  why  snch  increase  was  allowed ; 
together  with  copies  of  their  situation  furnished  to 
said  Department  for  the  last  twelve  months  preceding 
snch  increase;  whether  any  of  those  banks  have 
failed  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  and  to  what 
amount;  the  ststements  made  by  each  for  the  last 
twelve  months  preceding  its  failure ;  what  measures 
have  been  taken,  in  consequence  tiiereof,  to  secure 
the  Government  against  any  losses  resulting  from 
snch  failure ;  what  uose  measures  have  been,  and  at 
what  expense ;  whether,  in  any  instance,  uncurrent 
or  depreciated  paper  has  been  received  fifom  them  or 
any  of  them,  which  the  GoTemment  was  not  bound 
to  receive  by  any  agreement  between  such  banks  and 
the  said  Secretaiy ;  and  whether  any  further  meas- 
ures are  necessary  to  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  transmission  of  the  public  money  from 
the  different  receivers  to  a  more  safe  place  of  deposit, 
and,  if  so,  what  plan  is  most  desirable" — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  several  statements  and  contracts, 
together  with  the  correspondence,  required  by  the 
resolution. 

From  an  examination  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  these  contracts,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  prin- 
cipal inducements  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  them  were — ^first,  to  increase  the  facilities  of 
making  payment  for  lands  previously  purchased;  and, 
secondly,  to  secure  the  transmission  of  the  public 
money  from  the  places  of  deposit  to  those  where  the 
public  engagements  required  it  to  be  expended,  with 
the  least  derangement  of  the  ordinary  moneyed  trans- 
actions of  those  States  from  whence  the  funds  were 
to  be  withdrawn. 

By  statement  X  it  will  be  seen  that  the  debt  due  by 
individuals  for  the  purchase  of  public  lands  had,  be- 
tween the  last  days  of  January,  1815  and  1819, 
been  augmented  from  three  millions  fbrty-t?ro  thou- 
sand six  hundred,  and  thirteen  dollars  and  eigh^^-nine 
cents,  to  sixteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-^ve  dolhurs 
and  fourteen  cents. 

In  the  year  1817,  most  of  the  banks  in  the  States 
where  the  land  offices  were  established,  and  in  those 
parts  of  other  States  immediately  adjoining  them, 
had  resumed  specie  pavments.  In  the  following  year 
a  great  proportion  of  tnem  stopped  payment ;  and,  in 
the  early  part  of  1819,  the  price  of  idl  articles  pro- 
duced in  the  Western  States  fell  so  low  as  scarcely  to 
defray  tiie  expense  of  transportation  to  the  ports  from 
whence  they  were  usually  exported  to  foreign  mar- 
kets.   This  condition  of  things,  which  had  not  been 


antidpated  when  the  debt  for  the  public  lands  was 
contracted,  produced  tiie  most  sezions  distress  at  ths 
moment,  and  excited  alarming  apprehensions  for  the 
friture.  The  forfeiture  of  the  hmds  purchased  be* 
tween  the  two  periods  already  described,  and  of  ihB 
great  amount  of  money  paid  at  the  time  of  purdiase, 
appeared  to  be  a  result  almost  inevitable,  unless  some 
facility  in  making  payment  could  be  affiKded.  The 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  whose 
notes  rormed,  almost  excdusively,  tiie  circulation  of  the 
States  where  the  debt  had  been  contracted,  and  Hm 
receipt  of  Aose  notes  at  &e  land  offices,  seemed  to  ba 
the  only  fkciJity  which  it  was  practicable  to  aflfard. 
To  e£foct  this  object,  the  oontraets  in  qnestioa  were 
tendered  to  the  local  banks  as'a  modifksstion  of  the 
various  propositions  which  had  been  made  by  them 
to  the  Department.  The  extent  of  the  facility  wludi 
would  be  afibrded  by  the  receipt  at  tiie  land  offices  of 
the  notes  of  such  local  banks  as  should  resume  ^eoia 
payments,  would  necessarily  depend  upon  the  amoont 
of  the  public  expenditure  at  the  banks  of  deposit,  and 
the  capacity  of  those  banks  to  transfer  what  could 
not  be  thus  expended  to  the^  places  where  tiie  pnbfio 
interests  required.  At  that  time  an  inconaderabla 
portion  of  the  sum  recetved  at  the  land  offioes  was 
expended  in  tiie  States  in  which  they  were  estahlidMML 
An  inducement  to  transfer  tiie  remainder  was  to  ba 
presented  to  the  banks  which  were  to  become  the 
depositories  of  the  public  revenue  arismg  from  tha 
sale  of  tiie  public  hmds.  In  making  the  propoeJtioa 
to  the  local  banks  to  transfer  such  portion  of  tiie  pub- 
lic money  deposited  in  their  vaults  as  could  not  ba 
expended  by  them  on  Treasury  drafts,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tiie  sum  agreed  to  be  left  in  deposit,  the 
obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  trans- 
fer tike  public  money  to  such  places  as  the  puMio 
exigencies  shall  require  was  duly  considered  Una 
obligation  extends  to  money,  and  not  to  bank  note& 
The  bank  was  under  no  obligation  to  eflfoot  tfaa 
transfer  of  the  public  funds  by  disposing  of  tfw 
notes  of  the  local  banks  whidh  had  been  receifad 
at  the  land  offices  in  the  purchase  of  bills  of  ex* 
change,  rather  than  by  a  direct  transportation 
of  specie  to  the  places  designated.  To  have  proposed 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  to  the  local  banks, 
on  the  condition  that  they  were  to  become  the  de- 
positories of  the  pubUc  mon^  received  at  the  land 
offices,  whilst  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  tha 
United  States  to  transfer  the  public  revenue  was  ta 
be  enforced,  was  to  insure  anotiier  failure  on  the  part 
of  those  banks ;  as  they  would  have  been  required, 
at  short  intervals,  to  discharge  m  specie  the  iHids 
amount  of  their  notes  whi<^  had  been  recdved  at  tte 
land  offices.  If  tiie  specie  which  would  thus  have 
been  drawn  from  their  vaults  could  have  been  Fa- 
stened to  the  local  oirouJation,  by  the  operations  uf 
the  Government,  it  would  have  been  pnustioable  ftr 
the  local  banks  to  have  continued  specie  paymeaia. 
But  tiie  whde  of  the  sums  which  would  have  been 
drawn  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stataa 
would  have  been  transferred  to  the  commercial  dtiea 
in  the  Atlantic  States,  whence  its  return  would  ne» 
cessarily  haye  been  slow  and  precarious.  It  was^ 
therefore,  indispensable  to  any  proposition  for  in- 
ducing the  local  banks  to  resume  and  continue  spec&s 
payments,  that  the  obligation  to  transfer  such  part  of 
the  public  money  deposited  with  them  as  was  to  ba 
expended  at  other  places,  should  be  imposed  upon 
tiiose  banks.  Altiumgh  it  was  manifestly  th^  in* 
terest  that  this  operation  should  be  efibeted  wi&« 
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oat  foddenlj  irithdrnwiog  from  drcnlation  the 
•monnt  to  be  transferred,  jet  it  was  eqnallj  manifest 
that  it  ooold  not  at  all  times  be  pemrmed  without 
inooirTOiiienoe  and  expense.  It  became,  therefore, 
aeccssaiy  to  present  to  them  some  other  indncement 
to  asBome  this  obligation,  than  the  mere  possesnon 
of  the  pablic  fmids  dnxing  the  time  that  was  reqni- 
■ts  for  making  the  transfer.  The  idea  of  a  deposit 
idiidi  they  were  not  bound  immediately  to  transfer 
was  adopted  br  the  Treasoiy,  and  accepted  by  the 
banks.  This  deposit,  however,  with  tilie  exoeptioos 
which  will  be  hereafter  ezplamed,  was  liable  to  be 
lednoed  at  all  times  by  the  payment  of  drafts  of  tiie 
Treaanrer  whenerer  it  was  practicable  to  expend 
money  at  those  banksL  The  whole  amount  deposited 
in  them  was,  at  all  times,  at  the  disposition  of  the 
Govexnment,  whenever  the  pablic  service  should  re- 
qniie  it,  and  the  opportoniiy  of  ezpenditnre  at  the 
banks  of  dspoat  shaft  occnr. 

Dnring  tlie  existence  of  the  former  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  a  nnmber  of  State  banks  were,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  banks  of  dqKMit, 
upon  copditJODS  which  seemed  to  them  a  considerable 
amoont  always  on  deposit,  without^  however,  speci^- 
ing  any  pardcnlar  sum.  It  was  stipulated  thst  the 
moneys  deposited  in  them  should  not  be  drawn  for  en 
SKuse;  and  that  whenever  drafts  should  be  drawn 
upon  them  with  a  view  to  transfer  any  portion  of  the 
poblic  money  in  their  possession,  uiey  should  be 
drawn  payable  at  dxty  ^ys.  As  these  drafts  were 
Always  ismed  ibr  smaller  sums  than  were  at  the  time 
on  deposit^  the  banks  generally  retained  in  their  pos- 
aessioa  a  sum  exceedmg  the  amount  of  the  deposits 
in  sixty  days.  An  arrangement  or  contract  d  this 
kind  stiU  exists  with  a  number  of  local  banks  in  the 
States  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Bhode  Island,  Gon- 
nacticat,  Vennoot,  and  Vix^g^ua. 

With  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  an  arrangement 
Ibr  tiie  transfer  of  the  public  funds  has  been  found  re- 
qniaite,  winch  necessarily  leaves  a  considerable  bal- 
aace  on  depodt  in  those  offices  from  which  transfers 
•le  to  be  made.  For  the  transfer  of  die  publio  funds 
from  New  Orlcani^  and  from  the  Western  States,  to 
the  principal  cities  on  the  Atlantio  coast,  the  bank  is 
allowed  four  months ;  from  places  north  of  the  seat  of 
Government  to  those  south  of  it,  two  months ;  and 
from  and  to  places  north  of  it,  andfrom  and  to  places 
aoDth  of  it,  one  month. 

In  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Miasouri,  Missis- 
sippi, and  AlAbama,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  established  no  office.  In  several  of  those  States 
it  was  found  impracticable  for  the  receivers  to  make 
tiieir  deponts  in  that  b^nk  or  its  offices,  without  in- 
coziiag  an  expense  nesiriy  equid  to  the  amount  of 
tiieir  salary  and  emoluments.  In  such  cases,  the 
only  alteniatrves  left  to  the  Department  were,  to 
■dfer  tlia  publio  money  to  remam  in  the  hands  of 
tibe  receiverB  until  it  could  be  expended,  or  to  direct 
it  to  be  deposited  in  some  of  the  local  banks,  Expe- 
lienee  bad  shown  that  it  was  not  prudent  to  adopt 
tiie  first  of  these  altemativea  Indeed,  Congress,  in- 
fiDflooed  probably  by  thisoonviction,  had,  in  the  year 
1800,  directed  that  &e  revenue  bonds  in  Boston,  New 
Toik,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Charles- 
ton, should  be  depodted  for  collection  in  the  Bank  of 
tile  United  Slates  and  iU  offices,  established  in  those 
oHes ;  and,  in  1809,  it  was  further  directed,  by  law, 
ttiat  the  principal  disbnrung  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment dioald,  whenever  practioable,  keep  the  public 
ttoneya  in  tiieiriuuids^  in  some  ino<»pQrat(id  bank,  to 


be  dedgnated  for  the  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Acting  in  the  spirit  of  these  leg^a- 
tive  ii^junctiouB,  founded  upon  the  idea  that  banks 
furnished  an  additional  securi^p',  not  only  in  the  col- 
lection but  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue^ 
my  predecessors  in  office  had  directed  that  the  publio 
money,  whenever  collected,  should  be  deposited  in 
banks  in  the  vicini^^  of  the  officers  who  collected 
it.  When  the  Department  was  placed  under  my 
direction,  in  October,  1816,  there  were  eighty-nine 
banks  of  deposit  in  the  different  States  of  the 
Union. 

If  recent  experience  has  funished  evidence  in  any 
degree  oonffictmg  with  that  which  produced  the  legis- 
lative iniunctions  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  has  also 
shown  that  the  official  integrity  of  the  publio  agents 
has  not  been  augmented. 

By  referring  to  the  contracts,  it  will  be  seen  that 
depoflits  have  oeen  made  in  the  Buik  of  Mississippi 
at  Natchez,  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Indiana,  and  in  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus^ 
Ohio,  upon  conditions  somewhat  different  from  those 
of  the  ciher  banks.  In  the  first,  there  is  no  stipulated 
deposits,  as  it  was  presumed  that  the  whole  amount 
which  would  be  received  could  be  disbursed  at  tiie 
bank,  or  transferred  without  hazard  or  inconvenience 
to  New  OHeans.  The  banks,  too,  whose  notes  circu- 
lated in  that  State,  were  generally  of  established 
credit ;  so  that  but  Uttie,  if  any,  risk  was  incurred  in 
receiving  and  creditingthem  in  the  account  of  tiie 
TVeasuier  as  ^ecie.  The  frequent  and  safe  >  inter- 
course  between  Natchez  and  New  Orleans  made  it 
easy  for  the  receiver  west  of  Pearl  River  to  make  his 
payments  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  failure  of  that  officer,  however,  to  make 
his  deposits  with  regularity,  and  his  misapplication 
of  a  large  amount  of  the  public  money,  about'  two 
years  ago,  so^gested  tiie  propriety  of  effiKsting  an  arw 
raugement  wiu  the  Bank  of  Mississippi. 

&e  second  is  entitied  to  a  deposit,  which  is  not  to 
be  diminished  by  Treasury  drafts.  It  is  boxmd  to 
transfer  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its 
offices,  any  excess  above  that  deposit  which  it  may 
receive  from  the  land  offices,  and  which  cannot  be 
disbursed  at  the  bank.  As  nearly  the  whole  amount 
that  should  be  received  by  the  bank  would  have  to  be 
transferred,  it  was  deemed  just  that  the  stipulated 
deposit  should  not  be  diminished  by  the  payment  of 
Treasury  drafts ;  and  it  was  believed  that  any  profit 
which  tiie  bank  could  derive  from  it  would  not  be 
more  than  equal  to  the  expense  which  would  necessa- 
rily be  incmred  in  making  the  stipulated  transfers. 

The  tUrd  is  entitied  to  a  small  deposit,  not  liable 
to  be  diminished,  and  is  not  bound  to  transfer  any 
part  of  the  publio  funds  deposited  with  it.  From  the 
geooraphical  situation  of  me  bank,  it  was  intended  to 
be  uie  depodtoiy  of  the  public  moneys  disbursed  upon 
the  northwestern  finontier,  as  &r  as  Lake  Superior, 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  received  at  Detroit 
and  MichiUmackinac  In  this  case,  as  the  bank  was 
not  bound  to  transfer,  the  deposit  was  intended  sun- 
ply  to  indemnify  it  against  losses  which  it  might 
incur  from  the  fiulure  of  any  bank  whose  notes  might 
be  received  at  the  land  offices  and  deposited  with  it. 

The  deposits  stipulated  in  the  contracts  have,  in 
no  instance,  been  increased ;  but  sums  to  a  much 
greater  amount  have,  at  diffinrent  times,  been  in  the 
possession  of  these  banks.  In  some  cases,  this  has 
been  the  result  of  a  want  of  punctuality  in  making 
tiie  transfers  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  con« 
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tracts,  and  in  others,  of  an  expectation  that  the 
amount  in  deposit  of  a  particnlar  bank  might  be  ex- 
pended without  transfer. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  deposited  in  these  banks, 
there  has  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  oflSces  the  sum  of  $2,959,523. 

It  results  from  this  statement,  that  there  has  been 
deposited  in  those  banks  the  sum  of  $4,968,997,  and 
that  there  remains  in  their  possession,  yet  to  be  ao- 
counted  for,  the  sum  of  $972,286.  Of  this  amount 
the  sum  of  $526,950  is  due  by  banks  which  have 
stopped  payment,  and  are  no  longer  banks  of  deposit, 
Tiz;  the  Planters  and  Merchantfl^  Bank  atHunts- 
ville,  the  Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville, 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  the  Bank  of  Yinoennes,  Uie 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  at  Cincinnati.  It  is  but  Just,  howeyer,  to 
state,  that  the  bank  at  Huntsyille  has  made  large 
payments  into  the  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  New  Orleans  and  Kew  York  since  its  fail- 
ure, and  that  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  It  will  dis- 
charge the  remainder  in  the  present  year.  These 
are  we  only  banks  which  hove  faUed  to  comply  with 
their  contracta 

The  statements  made  by  these  banks  for  the 
twelye  months  preceding  their  respectiTe  failures,  as 
far  as  ih«y  have  been  t^eeiYed,  are  marked  Cc,  Ee, 
6g,  Jj,  LL  The  statements  of  the  Bank  of  ACssouri 
will  be  found  in  the  correspondence. 

From  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  there  have  been  re- 
ceived $15,811,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of 
North  Carolina;  irom  the  Bank  of  Missouri  there 
have  been  received  the  following  sums,  viz :  in  notes 
of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  $42,000 ;  of 
&e  Bank  of  Nashville,  $29,844 ;  of  the  Fanners  and 
Mechanics*  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  $11,845 ;  of  the  Mi- 
ami Exporting  Company,  $8,661 ;  of  the  Bank  of 
Cincinnati,  $8,846;  of  the  Bank  of  Muskingum, 
$291 ;  and  of  tiie  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and  Manufac- 
turers' Bank  (^  Chilicothe,  $350 ;  and  from  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville  there  have  been  received  $18,562  in 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  branches.  In 
the  first  two  cases,  the  notes  were  received  in  the 
month  of  March,  1820 ;  and  in  the  third,  in  October, 
1821.  All  the  notes  above  described  were  uncurrent 
at  the  time  they  were  received  &om  tl^e  banks.  They 
were  current  when  thev  were  received  at  the  land 
offices,  and  when  deposited  in  those  banks  for  safe 
keeping.  These  deposits  were  made  before  the  date 
of  the  contracts  by  which  the  banks  engaged,  not 
only  to  account  to  the  Treasury  in  specie  for  bank 
notes  deposited  in  them,  which  might  become  un- 
current while  in  their  possession,  but  in  like  manner 
to  account  for  such  as  might  become  xmcurrent  in 
the  hands  of  the  receivers  of  public  money,  which 
had  been  received  before  notice  of  the  failure  of  any 
of  the  banks  whose  notes  the  banks  of  deposit  had 
authorized  them  to  receive.  As  the  banks  of  de- 
posit before  the  date  of  these  contracts  exercised  no 
discretion  or  judgment  in  determining  what  local  bank 
notes  should  be  received,  it  was  not  understood  that 
they  assumed  the  responsibility  of  accounting  to  the 
Treasury  in  specie  for  notes  deposited  with  them  for 
safe  keeping,  which  should  become  uncurrent  while 
on  deposit  Such  is  now  the  relation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Treasury,  in  all  cases  where 
the  notes  of  the  State  banks  received  at  the  land 
offices  are  deposited  in  it,  except  the  notes  of  the 
1>anks  in  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
In  no  other  case  have  uncurrent  bank  notes  been  re- 


ceived from  any  bank  in  which  the  public  money  has 
been  deposited ;  nor  have  any  such  notes  been  r»> 
ceived  in  contravention  of  any  agreement  between  the 
Department  and  those  banks.  It  is  proper  to  state, 
that  the  whole  of  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of 
North  Carolina  have  since  been  discharged;  and 
thi^  of  tiie  Nashville  Bank  notes  there  remains  only 
$4,208  89  unpaid. 

When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  into  op- 
ehition,  there  was  a  vexy  huge  amount  of  uncurrent 
bank  notes  in  the  Treasury,  which  were  designated 
by  the  term  tpedtd  dqposU,  It  consisted  of  bank 
notes  whieh  had  been  received  on  account  of  the 
Tileasury,  and  which  were  refused  to  be  entered  to 
tiie  general  credit  of  the  Treasurer  by  the  eighty-nine 
biwks  in  which  the  public  money  was  then  deposited ; 
notwithstanding  all  tiiose  banks,  with  &e  exception 
of  a  few  in  the  Eastern  States,  did  not  at  the  time 
discharge  their  own  notes  in  specie,  l^is  amount 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  balances  in  those  of  the 
Western  banks,  which,  when  the  public  deposits  were 
tuned  over  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were 
unable  to  make  any  arrangement  for  their  payment. 
To  convert  this  special  deposit  into  correut  money, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  tendered  its  best  et- 
forts,  which  were  accepted  by  the  Department  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  sum  was,  by  the  agency 
of  the  bank,  converted  into  avulable  fiinds;  but, 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  the  bank  declined 
all  ftoher  agency,  under  a  conviction  that  its  efTorts 
were  rather  ujuzious  than  beneficial  to  the  public  in- 
terest In  the  early  part  of  1819,  the  amount  of 
special  deposit  then  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
was  transferred  to  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  which  had 
offered  its  services  in  collecting  it  In  the  oonrae  of 
that  year,  its  cashier  visited  uie  banks  whoee  notes 
constituted  the  special  deposit,  and  which  were  estab- 
lished in  the  interior  of  Penufiylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
During  his  tour  he  succeeded  in  converting  a  portion 
of  the  notes  into  current  money ;  in  most  other  cases 
he  obtained  written  acknowledgments  of  the  amoont 
due,  and  generally  an  engagement  to  pay  interest 
until  the  debt  was  dischar^;  and  in  several  in- 
stances collateral  security  was  proposed,  which  has 
since  been  accepted.  Whilst  in  the  execution  of  this 
service,  he  was  charged  to  call  upon  the  Fanners  and 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  Cincinnati  for  the  amount  which 
had  been  deposited  with  it  during  the  three  months 
that  it  had  resumed  ^>ecie  payments  in  1819.  He 
was  not  able,  however,  to  make  any  arrangement 
either  for  the  payment  or  security  of  tiie  debt 

Since  that  time,  the  cliums  of  the  Treasury  upon 
the  banks  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  and  Yiiginia,  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  attorneys  of  the  United  States,  inlh.  in- 
stnictions  to  endeavor  in  eveiy  case  to  obtain  collat- 
eral security,  where  it  is  practicable.  Their  effiict% 
in  conformity  with  these  instructions,  have  been  at- 
tended with  some  success ;  but  it  is  now  manifest 
that  a  resort  to  legal  coercion  will,  in  some  cases,  be 
necessaxy. 

In  terminating  this  report,  it  is  respectfully  suIh- 
mitted  whether  it  is  not  expedient  that  some  special 
authority  be  given  for  the  disposition  of  the  ^wcial 
deposit  now  in  the  Treasury.  A  considerable  amount 
of  this  deposit  condsts  of  bank  notes,  which,  thou^ 
uncnrrent,  and  therefore  not  applicable  to  the  poblio 
service,  may  yet  be  disposed  of  on  loan,  upon  such 
security  as  to  insure  its  conversion  into  cnnent  m^ 
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007  ftC  tiie  expiration  of  one,  two,  and  three  yean. 
Another  part  ooiuists  of  eogagements  by  banks  whose 
notes  are  nnoniient^  whi^,  it  is  presumed,  those 
banks  would  willingly  dischai]ge  by  &e  issne  of  their 
Bote%  and  which  im^  be  disposed  of  in  the  same 
manner.  There  is,  howeyer,  a  small  portion  which 
probably  cannot,  without  conaderable  loss,  be  con- 
verted into  current  money  by  any  measure  whatever. 
An  authority  to  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  deposit  as 
IS  of  this  description,  upon  the  best  terms  that  can  be 
obtained  for  it,  wiU  probably  saye  something  to  the 
Treasury,  as  delay  in  relation  to  it  can  haye  no  ben- 
eficial eflfoct.    I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  &a 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hoo.  Sfeakkb  iffike 

H<mm  of  Mtprtw^ntatwet, 


Friday,  February  15. 

Buman  Clawis  on  the  I^orthwest  Coa$t  of 
America, 

The  resolation  snbmitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Flotd,  requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
.States  information  whether  any  foreignX^ovem- 
ment  has  made  olaim  to  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  4to.,  was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Flotb  observed  that  he  had  made  this 
motion  in  consequence  of  understanding  tiiat  a 
oop7  of  the  Baasian  ukase  on  the  subject  of  her 
dominions  on  the  Pacific  was  in  possesion  of 
our  Government  The  Russian  Government 
laid  claim,  it  appeared,  to  a  considerable  part 
of  the  territory  on  that  coast,  which  belonged 
to  the  United  States^  in  addition  to  what  she 
held  without  dispute.  From  a  claim  so  enor- 
mous, it  would  seem  that  the  Emperor  of  Bus- 
na  had  forgotten  the  cautious  policy  which  had 
diaracterized  him  heretofore;  and  the  claim 
was  such  a  one  as  would  be  resisted  by  any 
Goontry.  He  hoped  the  resolution  woidd  be 
agreed  to. 

Ihe  resolation  was  agreed  to  without  objec- 
tion. 


MoimAT,  February  18. 
Military  Academy. 

Mr.  WooDOooK  subnutted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Saoived,  That  ^  Secretary  of.War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Hoose  a  statement  of  the  nnmber  of 
cstdetB  educated  at  the  Military  Acadennr,  who  have 
remained  in  the  service  of  ue  United  States  five 
year%  and  the  nnmber  who  haye  receiyed  oommis- 
■ioiis  and  resigned,  or  been  discharged  from  seryice 
befine  the  expiration  of  fiye  years ;  also,  the  number 
^lat  hare  kft  the  MQitaiy  Academy  without  commis- 
sidiu^  and  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  paid 
caeh ;  alsoi,  the  amount  paid  to  cadets  between  the 
time  of  ihdr  appointment  and  that  of  their  being 
iBBStered  at  ^  academy,  and  the  time  of  leaving 
ttfi  academy,  and  the  time  of  receiving  commissions 
and  entering  the  aervioe  of  the  United  States ;  also^ 
ibe  mnnhfir  educated  at  the  academy  who  wera  in 
die  serrioe  during  the  late  war;  also,  the  expense  of 
maJTttaining  die  officers  and  instructors  of  the  acade- 
my each  year,  sinoe  1802 ;  and  the  expense  of  am- 


munition which  has  been  fumished  for  the  use  of  tha 
academy,  and  the  soldiers  who  have  been  stationed 
at  the  Sbcademy  for  the  assistance  of  the  officers  and 
cadets  since  its  establishment ;  and  also,  the  number 
of  cadets  educated  at  the  academy  since  its  establish- 
ment, distinguishing  those  who  are  the  sons  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their 
country,  or  died  in  its  service. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 


Wbdnssdat,  February  20. 

Military  Appropriations— Pay  and  Sulmstence 

qf  the  Army, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  tiie  state  of  the  Union,  and 
took  into  consideration  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  Umted 
States  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-two. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Maryland,  (Ohairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  bill,)  moved  to  fill  the  blank  ''for  the  pay 
of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  the  officers'' 
with  the  sum  of  $982,917. 

Mr.  Baldwin  wished,  before  an  appropriation 
of  this  sort  was  made,  to  see  a  plain  statement 
of  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  go  on  until  he  Imew  the  footing  on  which 
our  financial  concerns  really  stood.  He  was 
wiUiog  to  cut  the  expenses  down — ^he  cared  not 
how  high  nor  how  deep  it  cut — but  so  far  as  to 
meet  the  revenue.  The  House  was  now  called 
upon  to  pass  a  bUl  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
large  sum.  Before  he  could  accede  to  it  he 
wi&ed  to  see  a  plain,  tangible,  matter-of-fact 
statement  of  the  revenue,  and  tiien  the  House 
could  shape  its  measures  accordingly.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  borrowing  money,  nor 
was  he  inclined  to  appropriate  large  sums  in 
the  dark,  without  knowiug  from  what  quarter 
they  were  to  be  met.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  progress  on 
this  bill,  with  a  view  to  postponing  the  final 
decision  on  it  to  a  later  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  were  exhausted.  We 
are  now  two  months  on  the  new  year,  and  there 
is  nothing  wherewith  to  pay  the  demands  on 
that  department  Is  this,  then,  he  asked,  the 
proper  time  to^  delay?  Was  it  expected  that 
the  officers  of' the  Govemmept  should  make 
personal  advances?  Oertainly  not.  And  nei- 
ther the  army  nor  the  Bevolutionary  pensioners 
could  be  paid.  The  payment  of  the  latter  had 
been  deferred  last  September,  and  now  an  in- 
stalment became  due  early  in  March.  They 
were  sufieriug  for  the  want  of  it  The  passage 
of  this  bill  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  any 
propositions  for  economical  reform  which  gen- 
tlemen might  think  proper  to  make.  It  was 
only  intended  to  meet  tne  demands  that  arise 
from  laws  now  in  existence,  and  which  the  faith 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  to  fulfil    Mr.  & 
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was  disposed  to  enter  fhllyinto  the  views  of 
gentlemen  with  regard  to  any  proper  retrench- 
ment, where  it  did  not  inyolve  a  denial  of  jus- 
tice and  legal  right.  He  also  expressed  his  con- 
fidence in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry.  He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  sach 
a  revival  of  commerce  that  the  revenne  would 
be  adequate  to  the  ezpenditare,  and  he  saw  no 
necessity  that  the  committee  shonld  rise. 

Mr.  WiLLiAics,  of  North  Carolina,  was  not 
disposed  to  throw  any  embarrassments  in  the 
way  of  the  committee  that  had  reported  the 
bilL  Tet  he  thought  it  the  dictate  of  wisdom 
and  prudence  to  halt  at  this  step,  and  refiect 
upon  the  situation  of  the  revenue,  before  these 
appropriations  were  made.  From  his  acquaint- 
ance witJi  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  he  had 
been  led  to  observe  that  they  were  too  often 
driven  to  make  appropriations  by  the  pressure 
of  circumstances.  At  those  sessions  that  are 
terminated  by  law  on  the  4th  of  March,  the 
appropriation  bills  have  been  usually  presented 
a  few  days  before  its  close,  and  we  are  com- 
pelled to  pass  them  without  much  examination 
of  the  details,  for  fear  it  should  not  become  a 
law  witbin  the  constitutional  term,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  faith  of  the  nation  result  as  a  conse- 
quence. At  those  sessions,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  the  term  is  unlimited,  we  are  met  with 
a  bill  for  partial  appropriations  to  supply  the 
exigencies  of  the  nrst  part  of  the  year,  and 
which  we  are  always  told  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and  then 
this  genercd  appropnation  bill  is  introduced  at 
a  period  too  late,  or  under  circumstances  too 
urgent  to  allow  of  that  strict  scrutiny  which  it 
was  botiii  the  right  and  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  make.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  first  and  most 
obvious  inquiry  was,  whether  we  have  the 
money?  This  was  a  question  to  be  put  at  the 
threshold,  and  he  thought  the  inquiiy  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
had  not  been  answered.  If  the  Ohairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  give 
an  assurance  that  no  bill  shall  be  reported  to 
authorize  the  borrowing  of  money,  or  laying  a 
tax,  and  that  there  would  be  money  enough  in 
the  Treasury  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  it 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  he 
should  be  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  that  committee  had  reported. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  Wish  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  act  of  1816,  (to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  had  alluded ;)  and  he  was 
sorry  the  case  of  the  Revolutionary  pensioners 
could  not  be  attended  to,  and  their  wants  sup- 
plied^ without  drawing  after  them  other  appro- 
priations, on  which  he  thought  sufficient  mfor- 
mation  had  not  y^t  been  obtained.  The  bill 
was  reported  yesterday.  It  was  laid  on  our 
tables  this  morning,  and  is  not  yet  dry ;  and  if 
he  felt  himself  faulty  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
it  was  in  forbearing  too  long,  rather  than  in 
coming  forward  too  soon,  to  express  his  un- 
willingness to  commit  the  nation  to  such  an  ex- 
penditure without  knowing  on  what  foundation 


the  public  credit  was  placed.  He  respected  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as 
much  as  any  other  gentleman,  but  the  individ- 
ual opinions  of  a  member  were  not  a  sround  on 
which  it  was  safe  for  a  legislative  body  to  act^ 
They  involved  no  responsibili^.  By  a  former 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means, 
the  revenue  of  1822  was  to  exceed  the  expendi- 
ture by  $5,200,000,  and  where  is  this  surplus? 
He  would  consent  to  this  appropriation,  if  it 
was  to  be  limited  to  that  surplus  fund ;  but  it 
was  not ;  and  the  prophecies  of  four  years  hav- 
ing turned  out  to  be  incorrect,  he  was  Justified 
in  Judging  of  the  future  by  the  past  He  felt  it 
unsafe  to  adjust  the  appropriations  upon  any 
calculations  of  average ;  nor  was  he  disposed  to 
score  down  the  treasury  reports  like  the  fore- 
casts of  an  almanac,  that  predicts  that^  abont 
these  days  you  may  expect  to  meet  fair  weather 
at  the  bottom.  He  would  proceed  with  any 
gentleman  and  cut  down  expenditure,  strike 
where  it  would,  until  it  met  the  revenue.  He 
wished  to  see  where  the  revenue  really  was. . 
It  had  been  the  practice,  year  after  year,  to  talk 
of  balances.  But  where  were  they  ?  In  the 
air — and  if  balances  in  the  air  would  meet  the 
solid  approprintions  of  the  House,  there  would 
be  less  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
B.  then  adverted  to  the  statistical  account  of 
the  Treasury  to  show  that^  by  the  real  situation 
of  available  ftmds,  the  Treasury  was  actually  in 
arrear  by  much  more  than  a  million  of  dolfara. 
The  time  had  come  when  in  his  opinion  it  was 
necessary  to  make  a  serious  and  earnest  call  for 
the  true  condition  of  that  department.  Year 
aft«r  year  reports  had  been  made,  and  tiie  on]  j 
difference  between  them  seemed  to  be  in  the 
magnitude  of  the  errors  they  contained.  There 
was  one  thiug,  at  all  hazardis,  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  sustain— and  that  was  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  Let  this  bill  then  be  post- 
poned until  proper  inquiiy  be  made  into  that 
subject 

Mr.  CAimoN  supported  the  motion,  and,  inUr 
alictf  inquired  whether  this  appropnation  was 
not  founded  on  the  idea  of  a  continuation  of  the 
army  establishment  upon  its  present  basis^  with- 
out any  reduction  whatever? 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  cany  thtf  inquiry- 
one  step  further  than  the  gentieman  from  Penn- 
^Ivania — ^for  he  wanted  to  find,  not  only  where 
we  money  comes  fram^  but  where  it  goes  to/ 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not 
seem  to  be  a  committee  of  supply,  to  get  mo- 
ney, but  only  to  get  rid  of  it  It  seemed,  how- 
ever, that  we  had  grown  wiser  than  our  fathen^ 
and  that  it  was  now  an  object,  as  expressed  by- 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (2k(r.  Caxbbx- 
leno,)  of  total  indifference  whether  the  sinking 
fund  system  was  retained  or  not  Mr.  R.  then 
directed  his  remarks  principally  to  the  import- 
ance of  retaining  and  supporting  that  fund.  He 
presented,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  a  history  of 
its  origin  and  progress — traced  it  from  the  p** 
triots  who  originated  and  sustained  it^-ex- 
plained  the  difference  that  existed  between  it 
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and  the  dnluDg  ftind  of  EDgUnd — ^paid  an  do- 
ffant  tribate  of  respect  to  the  integrity  of  Ham- 
flton  and  the  wisdom  of  Sherman,  who  had  not 
thought  it  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  con- 
cluded hj  ezpressiDg  his  concorrence  with  the 
gentleman  fromPennsylrania,  that  further  light 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  actual  state  of  our 
finances  before  appropriations  of  so  large  an 
amount  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Gambbblxng  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  BAiJ>wi2r  and  Mr.  Bandolph. 

Mr.  Boss  renewed  an  inquiry,  suggested  by 
Mr.  Cabkon,  whether  this  bill  embraced  the 
otgects  of  tJie  partial  appropriation  bill,  that 
bad  been  discussed  some  weeks  since  in  this 
House? 

Mr.  SioTH,  <in  reply,  observed  that  it  em- 
braced only  such  disbursements  as  were  of  im- 
mediate and  indispensable  necessity.  The  par- 
tial appropriation  bill  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  l^ad  no  connection  whatever  with  me  pres- 
ent. .  The  bill  was  entirely  predicated  upon 
items  contained  in  the  statute  book,  Ao, 

Mr.  Trimblb  rose  to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  question. 
This  seventy  thousand  dollars  is  required  to 
purchase  dothing  for  the  army.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  it  was  intended,  in  maldng  the 

1>nrchase,  to  give  any  preference  to  tiie  wool- 
ens of  American  fabrication;  mid  why  the 
dothing  of  the  army  is  not  entirely  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture!  His  information  Justified 
him  in  saying,  that  this  desirable  object  could 
be  eaaly  accomplished  if  the  proper  depart- 
ments would  continue  their  efforts  from  year  to 
year  in  good  earnest.  He  said  he  had  an 
amendment  in  his  hand,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  limit  the  purchases  to  articles  of  .Ameri- 
can manu£Mstnre ;  and  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  offer  it,  u^ess  some  satisfactory  answer 
could  be  given  to  his  inquiry.  He  took  that 
occasion  to  say,  generally,  that  each  of  the  pur- 
chasing departments  ought  to  give  notice  in  all 
the  States  that  supplies  are  wanted,  and  desig- 
nate the  articles ;  allowing  ftill  time  for  persons 
fiving  at  the  most  distant  points  of  l^e  Union 
to  send  in  their  offers  to  supply.  This,  he  had 
been  told,  was  done  in  most  instanc^  and  it 
had  given  great  satisfieu^ion.  But  still  there 
were  many  complaints  made  on  this  subject, 
and,  in  some  instances,  not  without  good  rea- 
aoQ.  It  was  his  opinion  that  any  ol£er  mode 
of  gnmting  contracts  for  supplies  would,  in 
.  many  instances,  operate  as  a  monopoly  in  favor 
of  particular  sections  of  the  Union ;  that  it  was 
fiur  and  just  to  give  the  manu&cturers  in  every 
portion  of  the  country  an  equal  chance ;  that 
the  GoTemment  ought  to  invite  competition  by 
putting  all  upon  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect 
equality;  that  the  Treasury  itself  would  profit 
by  the  competition ;  that  he  had  heard  of  cases 
in  which  the  €rovemment  was  made  to  pay  a 
higher  price  for  articles  on  the  seaboard,  to 
supply  the  frontier,  than  similar  articles  of 
equal  quality  could  have  been  had  for  at  or  near 
the  piAcea  of  consumption.    He  would  give  two 


or  three  instances  from  the  department  of  In- 
dian trade,  which,  if  true,  were  manifest  abuses. 
Lead  was  made  in  great  quantities  in  Missouri, 
and  sent  to  the  large  cities  on  the  seaboard; 
and  that  about  thirty  miles  below  St.  Louis 
there  was  a  shot  factory,  where  any  quantity  of 
that  article  could  be  had,  of  a  very  superior 
quality,  such  as  might  come  fairly  in  competi- 
tion with  the  Philadelphia  shot,  and  drive  it 
out  of  the  market ;  and  yet,  it  was  stated  to 
him  as  a  fact,  that  lead  and  shot  had  been  pur- 
chased on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  and  sent 
to  the  West  to  supply  the  Indian  trading  houses. 
The  same  had  been  said,  and  he  believed  truly, 
of  tobacco,  tomahawks,  and  other  articles.  The 
frirs  received  at  the  trading  establishments  were 
usually  brought  to  Georgetown  to  be  sold ;  and 
it  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  a  portion  of  the 
same  ftirs  found  their  way  back  to  the  Western 
waters,  to  supply  the  demand  among  the  ha^ 
ters,  whereby  a  loss  accrued  to  the  consumer 
equal  to  the  expense  of  double  transportation. 
It  was  said  that  peltry  had  been  brought  from 
St.  Louis  to  Georgetown,  and  sold  there,  or  on 
the  coast,  for  very  little  more  than  half  tha 
current  price  at  St  Louis.  These  facts  had 
been  proven,  he  understood,  before  a  committee 
of  the  other  House ;  and  he  was  led  to  believe 
that  there  never  was  a  more  abominable  pecu- 
lation, in  the  small  way,  than  had  been  prac- 
tised upon  the  Government  in  some  of  these 
matters.  He  could  give  other  instances  of  the 
same  sort,  but  his  main  object  at  present  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  sub- 
ject of  domestic  woollens,  and  to  show  the  folly 
of  purchasing  supplies  on  the  seaboard  for  the 
Western  country.  There  was  one  factory  in 
Ohio  which,  he  believed,  could  frimish  all  the 
woollens  for  the  army.  And  all  that  he  would 
ask  for  the  Western  people  was,  to  let  them 
enjoy  their  local  advantages,  and  ptirchase  from 
them  such  things  as  are  consumed  among  them, 
if  to  be  had  there  on  equal  terms. 

Mr.  Smith  said  a  few  words  in  reply — ^refer- 
ring Mr.  Tbimblb  to  a  resolution  submitted 
some  days  ago  by  a  gentieman  from  Massachu- 
setts, ([Mr.  ExjBTis,)  respecting  the  clothing  the 
armv  in  American  manufactures. 

yir,  EusTis  observed  that,  since  he  had  of- 
ferred  the  resolution  referred  to,  he  had  com- 
municated with  the  head  of  the  purchasing 
department,  and,  to  his  great  satisfaction,  had 
found  that  his  views  had  been  anticipated  in 
relation  to  the  subject;  for  that  all  our  soldiers  , 
were  clothed  in  American  fiabrics.  He  ex- 
pressed great  confidence  in  that  officer,  and  was 
satisfied  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentieman 
from  Kentucky  was  superfiuous. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  $75,000,  as  proposed, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  Quartermaster-general's  department,  fqr 
regular  supplies,  transportation,  rent,  and  re- 
pairs, postage,  courts-martial,  fuel,  and  contin- 
gencies, and  for  extra  pay  to  soldiers  employed 
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in  the  erection  and  repairs  of  barracks,  and 
other  labor,  with  the  snm  of  $818,217. 

Mr.  Boss  observed,  that  he  nnderstood  that 
the  business  of  conrts-martial  had  become  a 
money-making  Job,  and  that  a  gentleman  from 
the  iforth  (Sew  York)  had  made  the  modest 
charge  of  thirteen  or  fonrteen  thousand  dollars 
for  presiding  in  them  one  year.  He  wished  to 
be  farther  informed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  appropriation  here  pro- 
posed was  in  the  usual  form ;  and  that,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  referred  to,  it  was  wb  judiee^ 
and  not  decided  upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  sum  pro- 
posed, and  decided  in  tiie  affirmative. 

Mr.  SiOTH  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
contingencies  of  the  army  with  the  sum  of 
$20,000. 

Mr.  OooEB  moved  to  strike  out  that  item ; 
If  hich  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Gannon  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
"Army,"  the  words  *'and  the  Military  Acade- 
my,''  which  was  also  negatived;  and,  the  quee- 
tion  being  then  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  it 
.was  carried. 

M^  Smith  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  Military  Academy  with  the  gam  of  $18,979. 

Mr.  Oamfbbll,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
proposition  by  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  '^for  quartermaster's  supplies,  transpor- 
tation, mathematical  instruments,  books  and 
stationeiy,  for  the  Military  Academy,  &c.," 
which  was  assented  to  by  Uie  mover,  and  the 
original  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Smith  also  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commuta- 
tion p^sioners,  and  the  widows  and  orphans 
Jin  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  $27,- 
91  06)  with  the  sum  of  $817,108,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  fbrther  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
pensions  to  the  Bevolntionary  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  ^duding  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  year  of  $i461.886  67, 
and  in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of 
$191,846  06  of  the  year  1820)  the  sum  of 
$1,6422691;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  to  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  precedes  the  appro- 
priation for  the  penfflons  to  invalid  and  Bevo- 
lntionary pensioners — ^intimating,  however,  a 
perfect  willingness  that,  if  any  gentleman  wished 
to  retain  any  particular  appropriation,  so  as  to 
,  make  it  a  partial  one,  he  would  modify  his  mo- 
tion accordingly. 

Such  a  disposition  not  being  manifested — 

Mr.  B.  urged  the  adoption  of  his  motion,  and 
observed  that  he  was  unwilling  that  the  ur- 
gency of  the  Bevolutionaxy  claims  should  drag 
after  them  other  appropriations,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  more  than  four  millions  of 
dollars,  on  such  a  premature  and  inconsiderate 
4^1iberation.  The  question  was  then  taken,  and 
negatived — ayes  40,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  committee 
lise  and  report  the  bills  amended,  which  was 


agreed  to;  and  the  House  a^oumed  withoat 
tSdng  up  the  report 


Ebidat,  February  22. 
Vaccination, 

Mr.  Elotd,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whetiier  it  is  necessary  to  make  any 
modification  in  the  law  passed  in  the  year  1818, 
entitied  "An  act  to  encourage  vaccination,'^ 
made  a  detailed  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  submitted  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  two  thousand  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  themselvea. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reaohfr- 
tion  of  the  sixth  instant,  directing  them  to  inqiuTe 
whether  it  be  necessary  to  make  any  modification  of 
the  law  passed  in  the  year  1813,  entitled  *<  An  act  to 
enconrage  vaccination,"  have  had  the  aamemider 
consideration,  and  report :  • 

That  the  committee  have  not  deemed  it  neceaniy 
to  report  the  various  reflections  which  have  presented 
themselves  upon  the  subject  of  vaccination,  bat  feel 
a  confidence  in  the  belief,  that  the  opinion  heretofore 
entertained  of  its  being  a  preventive  of  the  amall-fKiz 
is  well  founded,  and  believe  it  one  of  the  gEeatnt 
benefits  bestowed  upon  the  country,  and  one  whidi 
ought  to  be  cherished  by  every  dtixen  of  the  £»• 
public 

They  axe  aware  that  a  disease,  called  by  medical 
gentieman  varioloid,  has,  within  a  few  years  past^ 
made  its  appearance  in  Europe ;  that  it  mudi  re- 
sembles the  small-pox;  and,  under  similar  oircum* 
stances,  has  been  as  fatal  as  that  disease  ever  was ; 
none  are  exempt  from  its  influence,  neither  those  idio 
have  had  the  small-pox,  nor  yet  those  who  have  been 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  vaccine;  bat  it  ia 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  weight  of  authority  aeems 
to  favor  a  belief,  tiiat  all  those  exposed  to  the  inft»» 
tion  of  the  latter  sufier  much  less  than  any  others. 

The  committee  have  seen,  itith  pain  and  regra^ 
the  occurrences  which  have  lately  transpired  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  where  the  physicians  in  tiiat 
part  of  the  countxy  believed  the  smsJl-pox  to  exis^ 
These  occurrences  were  of  such  a  character  as  to 
daim  their  attention,  particularly  as  the  United 
States  vaccine  agent,  appointed  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  act  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  seemed 
to  create  a  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  vacdne  Izk  um 
prevention  of  small-pox,  and  left  the  impresnon  equiv- 
ocal, whether  it  was  not  his  belief  that  it  was  the 
varioloid  disease  in  North  Carolina,  produced  by  some 
change  in  the  vaccine  matter  whilst  on  its  way  to  a 
physician  in  that  State,  to  whom  he  had  sent  it^  or 
whether  it  had  not  assumed  that  eharaeter  horn  tiia 
drcumstanoe  of  the  small-pox  epidemic  in  the  ne^g^ 
borhood  from  whonoe  it  was  sent.  They  have  lop- 
bome  to  remark  upon  that  transaction,  as  the  vac- 
cine agent  has  since  ascertained,  and  acknowledged, 
that  it  was  the  eennine  small-pox  matter  he  had  sent 
to  North  Carohna,  through  lus  own  mistake,  which 
at  once  relieves  the  fears  of  those  who  doubt  tiie  effi- 
cacy of  the  cow-pox,  if  there  are  any  such,  and  dissi- 
pated the  mist  which  hung  over  the  subject,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  who  did  not  doubt. 

It  is  proper  to  remaik,  that  the  disease  caDed  vari- 
oloid seems  to  partake  more  of  the  character  of  small- 
pox  than  of  vaooine,  and  that  then  is  no  fittt^  witida 
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^e  oeope  of  their  inquiiy,  to  induoe  the  coxomittee 
to  believe  that  vaccine  ever  has  degenerated  into  va- 
zioloid.  It  is  unqueationablj  true,  that  instances  have 
oocmred  where  persons  have  taken  the  small-pox, 
after  having  the  vaccine,  thongh  snch  instances  are 
as  uncommon  as  it  is  for  persons  to  take  the  small- 
poK  a  second  time. 

The  tranqnillity  of  setded  belief  has  been  disturbed 
hj  alhisions  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  continu- 
ance of  genuine  matter,  titiough  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained by  your  committee  that  proper  attention  will 
overcome  every  obstacle  of  that  kind,  eradicate  every 
evU,  and,  finally,  triumph  over  preju(Uoe  itself  Some 
reproach  may  have  been  brought  upon  vaccination, 
not,  however,  ih»  result  of  any  well-founded  doubt 
as  to  ite  efficacy;  but  from  the  ignorance  or  careless- 
nesB  of  those  who  have  used  i^  &8  it  is  well  known 
that  many  benevolent  persons  throughout  the  com- 
munity have  taken  upon  themselves  to  vaccinate 
their  friends  and  odiers,  and,  doubtless,  have  done 
much  good ;  but  i^  in  the  progress  of  time,  by  want 
of  cize,  the  matter  shall  have  become  spurious,  there 
is  not  adequate  experience  to  detect  the  change,  and 
gjonsequcntly,  some  risk  of  exposing  the  person  to 
amall-pox,  tiiereby  bringing  danger  to  the  sufferer, 
and  unjust  reproach  to  the  cow-pox.  This  kind  of 
inoculation  done  by  every  individual  who  feels  chari- 
tably inclined,  if  with  care,  is  not  disapproved  of; 
liioag^  Uiey  axe  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  trust  it  to  Uie  judgment  and  care 
of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  country. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  not  irrelevant  to 
state  a  few  prominent  facts  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  these  diseases  in  different  countries,  which  will 
more  clearly  show  the  progress  of  opinion,  and  the 
advantages  of  vaccination.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
proper  to  stete,  that  there  is  authority  for  estimating 
the  deaths  in  the  natural  small-pox  at  one  in  six; 
and,  though  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  that  mal- 
ady, togeSier  with  any  benefit  arising  from  inocula- 
tiicm,  may  have  pot  it  more  in  the  power  of  physicians 
to  oontrol  it,  yet,  in  Grreat  Britain,  where  vaccination 
ia  less  attended  to  than  in  some  other  European  coun- 
tries fifty  thousand  persons  are  annually  destroyed 
b/  it.  But,  even  there,  by  vaccination,  all  agree  the 
waste  of  human  life  has  been  lessened.  It  not  only 
secures  the  person  from  the  small-pox,  but  greatly 
lessens  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  vario- 
loid disease,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  highly 
respectable  authority,  which  states  that,  at  Millau,  in 
France^  containing  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants, 
two  himdxed  vaccinated  persons  took  the  varioloid 
,  and  every  one  recovered,  whilst  two  hundred 
I  who  had  not  been  vaccmated  were  destroyed. 


In  Denmark,' by  the  care  which  the  Government 
has  tdcan  to  cause  the  people  to  vaccinate,  the  small- 
pox  no  longer  exists.  T^  remedy  was  introduced 
into  that  country  about  the  year  1600,  by  laws  which 
were  vigilanti/  enforced.  By  these  laws,  it  was  or- 
dered that  no  person  should  be  received  at  confirma- 
tioD,  adnutted  to  any  school,  bound  apprentice  to 
any  trade,  or  married,  who  had  not  been  vaccinated, 
unless  they  had  undergone  the  small-pox.  A  just 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  benefits  which  have  result- 
ed to  Denmark — a  country  where  the  preservation 
of  human  life  is  more  the  object  of  governmental 
eare  and  solicitude  than  almost  any  other — ^when  it 
is  known  that  the  <aty  of  Copenhagen  alone,  during 
tibe  twelve  years  preceding  tiie  introduction  of  the 
vaoane,  lost  by  the  small-pox  five  thousand  five  hun- 
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dred  of  its  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1805,  not  one 
death  occurred  in  the  whole  Danish  dominions  from 
the  small-pox.  Prussia  has  made  many  wise  regu 
lations  favorable  to  vacdnaldon,  which  have  produced 
highly  benefidal  results.  Formerly,  the  small-pox 
was  believed  to  destroy  about  forty  thousand  persons 
annually  in  that  kingdom.  In  1817,  by  this  mild 
and  entirely  safe  remedy,  the  deaths  were  reduced  to 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fortj,  so  that  the 
proportion  of  deaths  from  small-pox  to  those  from  all 
other  causes,  had  been  reduced  from  one  in  aeven, 
down  to  one  in  one  hundred  and  four. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principality  of  Anspach,  in 
Bavaria,  containing  a  population  of  236,406  individu- 
als, lost  five  hundred  annually  in  1797,  1708,  and 
1799;  and,  in  the  year  1800,  there  perished  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  nine  persons  of  that  dis- 
ease ;  but,  so  dear  and  distinct  have  been  the  effects 
of  vaccination,  that,  from  the  year  1809  to  the  year 
1819,  only  five  cases  have  occurred,  and  not  one 
death.  , 

In  France  prixes  are  g^ven  to  the  surgeons  who 
have  annually  vaccinated  the  greatest  number  of 
persons. 

In  Lombardy,  in  the  year  1808,  in  Milan  and  Ge- 
neva, vaccination  was  believed  to  have  extirpated 
the  small-pox. 

If  the  statements  of  intelligent  travellers  ought  to 
be  taken  as  evidence  upon  a  subject  of  this  kind, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  vaccination  has  operated 
the  same  beneficial  effects  m  South  America  which  it 
has  done  in  Europe ;  and  the  journals  of  our  own 
country  bear  testimony  to  ite  great  and  increasing 
good  throughout  the  Republic. 

The  committee  have  viewed,  with  attention  and 
concern,  the  promulgation  of  opinions  tending  to  les- 
sen the  just  confidence  of  the  community  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  vaccination,  from  the  circmhstance  of  there 
being  present  slight  affections  of  the  skin,  ulceration, 
or  vascular  disease.  They  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide what  may  be  the  effect  of  diseases  of  this  char- 
acter upon  the  result  of  vaccination,  when  they  have 
affected  the  constitution  of  the  individual,  but  think 
it  doing  no  violence  to  the  opinions  of  those  who 
have  adopted  such,  to  consider  them  as  a  class  dis- 
tinct from  the  mass  of  the  community.  They  are- 
indined  to  believe  that  the  constitution  of  the  indi- 
vidual vaccinated,  with  other  causes,  may  vary  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  in  some  degree,  but  not  to 
change  ite  character;  to  do  that,  there  would  he- 
partial  causes,  easily  detected  and  easily  understood. 

The  committee,  from  all  the  reflection  which  they 
have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject,  are  of 
opinion  that  no  modification  of  the  law  is  necessary,. 
as  its  provisions  put  it  amply  in  the  power  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  it  to  punish  abuses 
iHienever  any  exist  They  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  tiie  following  resolution : 

Heaolved,  That  the  committee  be  disohaiged  fimn 
the  frirther  consideration  of  the  subject  rSerrad  to 
them  by  the  resolution  of  the  6th  instant. 


Satubdat,  Febrnary  28. 
Gcue  of  Hewry  Aberdeen,  a  Free  Ma/n  qf  Cohry 

€md  Owner  of  a  Ooaeting  Schooner — Queetion 

qf  Citieenship. 

Mr.  Nbwtoit  presented  a  petition  of  Henry 
Aberdeen,  a  free  man  of  color,  master  of  a- 
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schooner  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that  owing  to  a  recent 
constrnction  regulating  the  enrolling  and  li- 
c^ising  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
he,  as  well  as  all  persons  of  his  description,  are 
debarred  the  right  of  owning  or  commanding  a 
vessel,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  praying  such  relief 
in  the  premises  as  may  be  Just  and  proper. 
Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Transaetions  in  Florida — ImprUanment  of  the 
Spanish  Officers^  Don  Marcos  de  Villiors^  and 
Captain  Amaldo  Ouillema/rd^  hy  Order  of 
the  Acting  Governor^  George  Walton^  Esq, 

Mr.  EusTis,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
A&irs,  requested  to  be  discharged  from  the 
forther  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Marcos 
de  Villiers  and  Amaldo  GuiUemard,  (who  pray 
the  interposition  of  Congress  to  release  tnem 
from  prison  in  Pensacola,  where  they  are  con- 
fined by  the  acting  Govemor  of  West  Florida;) 
and  moved  also  that  tibe  petition,  together  wilJi 
the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cooks  remarked,  that,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  petition  and  docxmnents 'referred  to, 
there  was  reason  to  apprehend  there  had  been 
such  a  usurpation  and  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  the  petitioners  as  required  the  inter- 
position of  uie  House.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Lowin)ES  thought  the  petition  afforded 
an  additional  reason  for  giving  more  promptly 
a  government  to  Florida,  yet  he  was  unwilling 
that  such  complaints  should  reach  the  Execu- 
tive ear  through  the  channel  of  this  House. 
Indeed,  he  considered  it  altogether  probable 
that  those  complaints  had  already  reached  the 
Executive.  He  therefore  thought  the  reference 
proposed  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Military  AjffiEiirs 
mmecessary,  and  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  QAx,  Qwjkk)  improper; 
and,  under  these  Impressions,  proposed  that 
the  same  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Trimble  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee.  He 
wanted  to'  know  whether  the  petitioners  were 
confined  under  a  military  ocder,  or  in  virtue  of 
some  civil  judicial  process  ?  If  the  confinement 
was  by  military  order,  he  was  satisfied  the  Pres- 
ident, as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  could  order  their  discharge ; 
but  if  confined  in  virtue  of  civil  jvocess,  then 
he  did  not  suppose  that  the  President  had  any 
power  to  interfere.  The  act  of  last  sesaon 
gave  the  President  power  to  appoint  a  Gov- 
ernor in  the  Floridas,  but  it  did  not  authorize 
him  to  reserve  to  hixnself  any  control  over  the 
Judicial  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor 
when  appointed.  There  was  no  such  reserva- 
tion in  the  Govemor^s  commission.  The  Pres- 
ident had,  it  was  said,  given  ample  powers  to 
the  Governor.    They  were  said  to  be  the  same 


or  equal  to  those  vested  in  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba ;  and  ^.  T.  could  not  vote  the  refei^ 
ence  of  a  petition  to  the  President,  as  an  inti* 
mation  to  him  to  assume  a  sort  of  supreme 
judidal  power  over  that  territory,  without 
being  first  satisfied  that  a  controlling  i>ower  of 
that  kind  ought  to  be  vested  in  him,  either  di- 
rectiy  or  indS-ectiy. 

Mr.  CoLDBM  entered  at  some  length  into  an 
examination  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case  of  the  petitioners;  and  was  proceeding  to 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  commitment 
of  the  petitioners  to  prison ;  when  a  question 
of  order  arose,  which  resulted  in  the  Sfbaxeb^s 
pronouncing  that  the  first  question,  and  ihe 
only  one  of  course  now  before  the  House,  was 
on  discharging  the  Military  Committee  from. 
the  consideration  of  the  petition. 

M>.  EusTis  explained  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  recommending  the  course  theyJiad 
thought  it  e^edient  to  adopt,  the  main  olgect 
of  which  was  to  procure  the  liberty  of  the 
petitioners,  if  they  were  entitied  to  it,  in  a  maif^ 
ner  more  expeditiously  than  they  could  obtain 
it  from  the  interposition  of  this  House. 

Mr.  LowNDBs  further  explained  his  views  in 
making  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Floyd  could  not  conceive  any  powers 
which  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  could  have, 
or  any  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
could  have,  to  violate  the  liberties  of  those  who 
should  fall  within  their  jurisdiction.  Here 
were  men  lingering  in  confinement — and  we 
were  not  now,  he  said,  deliberating  at  the- 
point  of  the  bayonet,  but  in  peace  and  safety 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  lay  the  petition  on 
the  table.  The  man  who  could  have  the 
temerity  in  this  House  to  lie  by  supinely  on 
such  a  subject,  may  well  tremble  snould  he 
happen  to  be* within  the  power  of  another  Gov- 
emment.  He  was  opposed  to  any  delay,  and 
thought  it  a  subject  that  required  the  immediate 
interference  of  the  House. 

Mr.  IUin)OLPH  thought  this  House  could  not, 
without  a  gross  violation  of  its  duty,  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  any  man  who  says  he  is  in  bonds 
against  law,  and  xmder  our  authority.  It  was 
not  for  us  to  sit  here  with  stoic  apathy,  under 
circumstances  like  the  presents  It  was  worse 
than  mockery  to  turn  ever  the  subject  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  known, 
if  not  to  appVove,  yet  not  to  disapprove,  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Ciq>ta]n  General  of  Florida. 
The  Congress  sat  here  as  the  guardians  of  law 
and  liberty.  Were  we  asked  whether  we  oonld 
not  yield  our  confidence  to  the  Executive  f  He 
answered,  No;  for  that  personage  was  sor- 
rounded  by  a  multitude  of  oounsdlora,  in  whom 
there  could  not  be  wisdom— for,  Hke  Ishmael- 
ites,  the  hand  of  each  was  raiaed  against  his 
brother.  He  disclaimed  any  personal  hostili^ 
to  any  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet^-of  one 
of  whom  he  knew  notiiing,  and  for  others  of 
them  he  entertained  a  personal  respect ;  but  he 
repeated  that,  with  snch  ocmipetitions  and  di- 
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Tiaons  as  existed  there,  he  would  vote  for  no 
SQch  reference. 

Mr.  Wright  thought  it  was  not  proper  to  re- 
inse  a  reference  of  subjects  that  constitutionally 
belonged  to  the  ExecuUve  Department,  on  the 
want  of  personal  confidence.  He  believed  it  was 
inexpedient  to  travel  out  of  the  road,  and  get 
into  a  field  not  our  own,  when  we  had  so  much 
business  of  an  ordinary  character  that  reouired 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  House.  Mr,  W. 
expr^sed  his  decided  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  late  Governor  of  Florida,  whose 
eonduot,  he  thought,  entitled  him  to  the  warm- 
est gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  country, 
He  also  adverted  to  the  delays  that  had  been 
interposed  by  the  Spanish  commanders  in  sur- 
roidering  that  territory  pursuant  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  various  expedients  that  had  been  re- 
sorted to,  to  create  sedition  and  insurrection  in 
that  country,  against  the  authority  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — ^which  therefore  rendered  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of  Florida 
an  arduous,  critical,  and  delicate  task,  and 
whidi  required  promptitude  and  energy.  He 
thought  it  was  therefore  proper  that  the  papers 
should  receive  the  reference  recommended. 

Mr.  Coij)Bar  addressed  the  House  to  free  him- 
fldf  from  any  imputation  of  being  actuated  by  a 
feeling  of  hostiUty  towards  General  Jackson, 
for  Mr.  O.  remembered  too  wdl  what  this 
country  owed  to  the  gallantry  of  that  man  to 
feel  any  sueh  sentiment.  Mr.  0.  proceeded 
then  to  argue  that  the  House  could  not  dispense 
with  inquiry  in  any  case  in  which  complaint 
was  made  to  it ;  that,  by  the  documents  pro- 
duced, enough  was  exhiMted  to  establish  a 
probability  that  a  violation  of  personal  rights 
bad  taken  place,  and  to  justify  an  exercise  of 
the  inquidtorial  power  of  the  House.  He  ar* 
gued  that  theae  men  had,  by  the  treaty,  become 
divested  of  thdr  military  character ;  that,  if  so. 
General  Jackson  had  no  right  under  the  treaty 
to  banish  Aem  from  the  province.  If  l^ey 
dioose  to  remain  in  the  Territory,  to  select  our 
institutions  and  soil,  and  forego  their  military 
character,  could  the  treaty  receive  such  a  con- 
struction as  to  enable  the  Governor  to  say  to 
them,  no,  you  shall  not  become  American  citi- 
sens — ^you  shall  be  banished  hence  ?  This  pro- 
clamation was  not  justified  by  any  law,  nor  by 
the  treaty ;  it  was  an  exercise  of  power  without 
light.  But  there  was  another  feature  in  the 
ease,  Mr.  O.  said,  so  gross  that  he  should  forfeit 
his  character  of  a  Representative  of  the  people 
Hot  to  express  his  dissent  from  it,  both  for  him- 
self and  colleagues.  These  banished  men  come 
back — ^they  are  imprisoned,  and  when  ^ey  ask 
to  be  liberated,  the  acting  Governor  says  to 
them,  you  ought  to  be  liberated — ^if  Governor 
Jackson  was  here  he  would  liberate  you— but 
I  cannot — ^there  is  no  remedy  for  you.  Oould 
this  be  the  fiiot,  asked  Mr.  0.,  that  there  was 
no  remedy  for  a  case  so  oppressive  ?  It  seemed 
that  the  Governor,  in  his  parting  orders  to 
Governor  Walton,  says  to  him,  you  must  obey 
BO  laws  and  no  orders  other  than  those  oooung 


through  me  and  delegated  by  me.  How,  asked 
Mr.  0.,  could  this  injunction  be  reconciled  with 
his  character  as  acting  Governor,  by  which  all 
the  powers  of  the  principal  devolved  on  him  ? 
Mr.  0.  put  the  question  whether  these  men 
were  to  be  left  in  prison,  and  the  House  to  say 
to  them,  there  is  no  remedy  for  you — ^we  leave 
you  to  your  fate?  Was  it  suflSoient  to  say 
they  have  their  resort  against  the  officer,  in 
the  courts,  and  by  the  recovery  of  damages  ? 
There  was  no  court  there  to  which  they  could 
appeal.  The  Governor  claims  supreme  judicial 
power,  and  would  it  not  be  a  mockery  to  refer 
these  men  to  the  sub-Governor  under  such  cir- 
cumstences?  What  redress  could  the  Presi- 
dent afford  ?  He  oould  dismiss  the  officer,  it 
was  true;  but  any  order  sent  there  by  the 
President,  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
would  not  be  obeyed  by  the  acting  Gk)vernor, 
for  Governor  Jackson  has  forbidden  him  to  obey 
any  that  comes  not  through  him.  Mr.  0. 
thought  some  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  given.  If  these  acts  are 
violations  of  our  own  feelings,  our  laws,  and 
our  principles — ^we  ought  to  say  to  the  world, 
this  is  not  our  act,  but  is  the  unauthorized  act 
of  an  individual.. 

Mr.  Wbioht  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Golden,)  and  contended  that 
the  return  of  the  militery  officers  of  Spain,  was 
a  violation  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  made. 
And  what  security  have  we  now  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  that  territory  if  those  military  officers 
can  be  authorized  to  make  a  show  of  departing 
according  to  treaty,  and  then  return  in  opposition 
to  its  ^irit,  and  sow  the  seeds  of  sedition  and 
revolt  among  the  people  ?  When  General  Jack- 
son retired  from  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory, the  admimstration  of  its  power  reverted 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes.  The 
referenee  to  the  Executive,  therefore,  was  pecu« 
liariy  proper. 

Mr.  Walworth  believed  that  his  respect  for 
the  liberty  of  the  people  was  not  less  than  that 
of  any  otuer  member  of  the  House ;  and  when 
a  proper  occasion  should  occur,  he  trusted  such 
a  disposition  would  be  made  manifest  But  he 
contended  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  benefit 
of  the  petitioners  that  the  subject  should  be 
token  up  by  a  body  more  competent  to  do  sum- 
mary justice  than  this  House.  The  laws  under 
which  those  transactions  took  place  would  ex- 
pire during  this  session,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  this  Congress  to  qutke  the  requisite  ex- 
aminations so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  rights  of  the 
petitioners  on  the  other.  The  committee  sup- 
posed the  President  was  competent  to  give  ad- 
equate relief,  and  that  our  Executive  possessed 
the  same  relation  to  the  Governor  of  Florida  as 
the  King  of  Spain  had  to  the  Captain  General 
of  Ouba.  He  had  no  olnectlon  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  any  miUtary  character  where 
the  duty  of  the  military  committee  (of  which  he 
was  a  member)  called  them;  but  the  great  ob- 
jection was,  that  neither  the  oommittee  nor  the 
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House  had  powers  and  facilities  adequate  to  the 
giying  of  that  prompt  relief  which  the  nature  of 
tiie  case  seemed  to  require. 

Mr.  LowKDBS  would  not  have  risen  again,  if 
the  question  had  not  assumed  a  new  aspect 
since  he  made  his  motion  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  table.  The  petitioners,  Mr.  L.  said^ere 
now  in  jail,  and  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House 
to  give  them  relief^  would  it  not  be  better  to 
adopt  that  course  which  would  afford  it  most 
promptiT^f  As  relief  could  be  most  speedily  of- 
fered by  the  Ezecutive,  would  it  not  be  better, 
Mr.  L.  asked,  to  leave  the  subject  to  him?  In 
adopting  this  course  the  House  would  not  aban- 
don its  inquisitorial  character,'  but  best  fulfil  it 
by  affording  the  most  expeditious  redress  which 
the  case  admitted.  I^  however,  the  House  dis- 
approved this  course,  let  it  at  once  put  a  period 
to  a  debate  which  appeared  interminable,  pro- 
vide a  government  for  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  put  an  end  to  this  thirty  days'  tyranny,  as 
it  was  called.  Mr.  L.  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  practice  of  going  into  debate  on 
every  trivial  occasion — on  every  resolution  or 
motion  proposing  no  matter  what,  and  dragging 
into  view  we  conduct  of  officers,  military  and 
civil,  when  the  investigation  was  not  intended 
to  be  followed  by  any  act  or  proceeding.  These 
discussions  were  injurious,  and,  he  thought,  im- 
proper, where  they  were  not  meant  to  result  in 
some  act  or  some  definite  effect.  Where  this 
was  not  the  intention,  and  where  no  new  fact 
could  be  expected,  what  advantage  could  result 
from  occupying  time  which  was  intended  for 
practical  and  useful  legislation  ? 

Mr.  Btbwabt  was  in  favor  of  discharging  not 
only  the  committee,  but  the  House,  firom  the 
further  connderation  of  the  subiect.  He  thought 
tiie  only  question  was,  or  should  be,  whether  or 
not  the  subject-matter  should  not  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Military  Oommittee,  to  report  the 
facts,  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  whether  it 
was  a  matter  for  the  legMation  of  this  House, 
or  for  the  exercise  of  Executive  authority.  In 
this  view,  it  was  merely  a  question  of  false  im- 
prisonment, and  it  seemed  to  be  a  matter  to  de- 
cide whether  this  House  will  resolve  itself  into 
a  court  to  determine  questions  of  that  sort. 
And  if  they  do  determine  to  try  such  questions 
for  the  benefit  of  Spaniards,  is  it  not  equally 
proper,  he  asked,  that  we  should  decide  similar 
oases  among  our  own  citizens  ?  And  if  we  are 
to  decide  cases  of  false  imprisonment,  is  it  not 
equally  proper  that  y^^  should  undertake  to  try 
questions  of  assault  and  battery?  He  really 
uiought  it  was  a  transposition  of  authority  be- 
tween the  judicial  and  legislative  departments, 
which  was  guarded  against  by  the  constitution. 
It  led,  in  his  opinion,  to  a  protracted  and  un- 
profitable discussion,  in  which  all  that  had 
been  said  of  Jackson  and  Oallava,  et  id  gwvus 
omne^  would  be  brought  into  view,  and  all  those 
angry  passions  which  those  matters  seemed  so 
fertile  in  produdng  would  break  out  anew.  He 
thought  every  principle  therefore  of  justice  and 
of  policy  required  that  it  should  be  referred  to 


the  Executive  department  It  might  also  inter- 
fere with  pending  negotiations  between  this 
Government  and  Spain. 

Mr.  MoDunriB  thought  the  sound  sense  of 
the  House  would  indicate  the  propriety  of  pur- 
suing the  course  recommended  by  the  IfiUtaiy 
Oommittee;  and  he  feared  that  if  the  House 
were  to  act  otherwise  upon  this  subject,  it  must 
act  upon  it  unwisely  and  iiyudicionsly.  What 
was  the  inquiry  he  asked  ?  Not  whether  our 
officers  had  acted  incorrectiy,  but  whether  the 
subjects  of  a  foreign  power  have  reoMved  from 
our  officers  an  injury.  And  to  whom  is  such 
application  for  redtess  to  be  preferred  ?  To  the 
Executive.  It  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  there 
were  difficult  questions  pending  between  this 
country  and  Spain  and  that  there  was  a  diipo- 
sition  on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  Spain  to  throw 
firebrands  into  the  publio  councils,  to  distract 
the  iH>erations  of  this  Government.  They  had 
already  attempted  to  excite  disaffiM^on  and 
disturbance  in  that  quarter.  He  would  admit 
there  ought  to  be  harmony  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
no  man  would  go  further  than  he  would  to  dis- 
countenance a  spirit  of  division  and  distrust. 
But  he  was  not  oispoeed  to  change  the  ordina- 
ry channels  in  which  business  shodd  proceed  on 
the  ground  that  the  nation  had  not  oonfidenoe 
in  the  Executive.  He  asked  if  the  gentiemaii 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  BAin>OLFH,)  in  speaking  of 
the  loss  of  confidence  in  the  Executive,  did  not 
mistake  his  own  for  the  pulse  of  the  House,  and 
of  the  nation  ?  What  Administration,  he  would 
ask,  had  ever  been  fortunate  enough  to  entitle 
itself  to  that  gentieman^s  oonfidenoe  I  Or  was 
it  proper  for  the  House  to  pay  very  great  defer- 
ence to  the  censures  of  a  gentieman  who  had 
opposed  every  Admmistration  ?  When  it  is  so 
difficult)  continued  Mr.  D.,  to  preserve  harnumj 
among  ourselves,  it  is  at  least  desirable  to  ex- 
clude the  effects  of  foreign  disorganization  and 
foreigi  influence.  And  what  is  there  bef<»e 
the  House  as  evidence  on  which  to  act,  but  es 
parte  statements  of  these  petitioners;  and  thiSi 
too,  to  the  exclusion  of  uiat  testimony  which 
the  hold  this  Government  has  upon  the  dotj 
and  the  honor  of  its  own  officers  and  agents 
presents  to  oppose  it  ?  And  nDhou/auU  toof  4tf 
he  toould  further  inquire^  that  the  gaoerftmeiU 
of  Fleriaa  woe  froeontutar  cmd  tyrtamAealf 
Whesehutour&wnf  The  government  of  Flw^ 
ida  was  an  anomaly— a  territory  of  this  Govern* 
ment  yet,  inhabited  by  Spaniards.  But  ooold 
a  free  government  be  adapted  to  the  condition 
of  slaves  I  A  free  government  is  only  aoxiliaiy 
to  human  happiness  when  it  holds  its  jurisdio- 
tion  over  a  free  people.  Mr.  MoDums  extend- 
ed his  observations  to  ccmsiderable  length  npon 
the  necessity  that  existed  of  erecting  a  f(xrm  of 
government  adapted  to  the  genius  and  habits  of 
the  people.  The  Spaniards  there  could  have  no 
just  ideas  of  dvil  liberty,  of  trial  by  jury,  dee., 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  agent  to  examine 
his  trust  in  the  spirit  of  that  government  with 
which  he  was  intrusted.  J^  an^  blame  reUed 
anifwhere^  thei^orefit  must  be  en  them  hif  whom 
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the  government  teae  organieecL  Bat,  in  review- 
ing the  Tarions  ciroomstances,  he  thought  we 
ought  not  to  oonntenance  a  oonrse  oaloolated 
to  prodnoe  distrost  in  our  own  EzecntiTe,  and 
to  lead  the  Spanish  Goyemment  to  believe  that 
we  would  not  sustain  our  own  Administration. 

Mr.  BsED  (as  well  as  he  could  be  heard)  spoke 
to  ahow  there  was  an  impropriety  in  referring 
this  petition  to  the  Militaiy  Oonmiittee,  but  that 
its  proper  course  would  have  been  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  as  well  from  respect  for  the 
officers  implicated,  as  to  show  to  them  that  if 
thw  conduct  had  been  improper,  it  would  re- 
ceive no  countenance  in  this  House.  He  knew 
nothing  of  the  drcumstances  bat  from  hearing 
the  paper  read ;  but  he  felt  much  interest  in  the 
transaction,  and  he  would  not  disguise,  that  in 
this  he  had  a  feeling  growing  out  of  an  intima- 
cy with  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  this  in- 
quiry, of  date  as  earlv  as  boyhood.  He  advo- 
cated a  reference  of  the  petition  ix>  the  commit- 
tee; and  let  the  censure  £&11  where  it  was  mer- 
ited. He  was  &r  from  expressing  any  distrust 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  this  oc- 
oasioD,  or  in  his  proceedings  in  relation  to  Flor- 
ida, but  there  was  certainly  no  propriety  in  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  him.  Where  was  the 
danse  of  the  constitution  which  referred  such 
a  case  to  the  Executive,  and  excluded  this  House 
from  inquiring  into  it  ?  If  both  are  coequal,  on 
what  pretence  will  the  House  answer  these 
Spanish  gentlemen  that  we  cannot  afford  them 
redress  ?  Was  it  because  it  would  produce  dis- 
cussion 9  Whatever  investinition  of  the  sub- 
ject or  discussion  might  take  place  here,  it 
would  not  derive  the  Executive  of  the  power 
to  act,  and  asord  ultimate  redress.  How  were 
these  peo^de  attempting  to  throw  firebrands  in 
the  public  councils  f  Had  they  not  been  ex- 
pelled from  their  firesides,  from  ttimr  homes,  and 
finally  thrown  into  prison  t  Was  this  a  case  of 
wanton  or  causeless  i^peal  to  the  House  ?  Mr. 
R  defended  the  act  of  last  session,  which,  though 
passed  in  haste,  was  not  intended  to  give  the 
trrannical  powers  imputed  to  it^— not  to  confer 
ib»  powers  of  a  Spanish  Captain  General  of  Cu- 
ba ;  and  the  first  idea  he  had  of  such  a  thing  was 
wfaMsn  he  heard  the  exercise  of  those  powers ;  and 
heard  of  them,  he  said,  with  amazement  The 
people  who  had  just  emerged  from  a  govern- 
ment of  tyranny,  were,  by  this  construction  of 
the  act,  thrown  back  into  it.  This  was  an  effect 
never  intended  by  Congressi 

Mr.  Bavdolph  made  some  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  his  reasons  for  calling  Mr.  MoBuv- 
wa  to  order,  (which  he  had  done  from  a  mis- 
u^prehension  of  that  gentleman's  meaning,)  and 
his  satiafiaction  with  the  explanation  given.  He 
had  not  tihe  least  disposi^n  to  carp  at  words 
naed  in  the  heat  of  debate,  but  the  words  used 
justified  his  construction  01  them.  He  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  these  poor  Spaniards,  kept  under 
lock  and  key  in  Pensacola,  throwing  the  brand 
ot  dlflcord  in  the  Cabinet— it  needed  no  Guy 
Fanx  to  execute  such  a  gunpowder  plot  as  that. 
In  zep^  to  the  remark  of  the  gendemau  frt>m 


South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDotfib,)  that  he  had 
not  supported  any  Administration,  he  would 
merely  say — ^though  not  to  know  that  gentle- 
man might  argue  himself  unknown — yet  he 
could  say  that,  for  more  years  than  he  had 
heard  that  gentJeman's  name,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this 
House,  and  gave  his  best  support  to  the  then 
Administration.  In  reference  to  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  Florida  bill  of  last  session,  he,  act- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Belations  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of 
the  Chairman,  waited  on  the  Preudent,  and 
asked  to  know  the  views  of  die  Executive — ^the 
bill  corresponded  with  those  views.*    He  had 


*  ThlB  Btotemeat  of  Mr.  Raxbolpb  canles  the  origin  ol 
the  biU  up  to  the  Prealdent  «ad  his  Cabinet,  as  aU  who  are 
oottTeraattt  with  legislation  under  each  dioiuDstaneae— car- 
xyliig  treaties  into  effect  bj  law— know  is  always  the  case. 
Bnch  bills  are  drawn  In  the  Department  of  State,  after  Cabi- 
net consoltatlon,  and  then  reported  to  the  House,  or  Senate, 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 
The  following  is  the  whole  of  the  bill  that  relates  to  the 
government  of  the  Territory : 

"  Sso.  a.  And  be  Ufurth&r  maeUd^  That,  until  the  end 
of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  unless  provision  for 
the  temporary  government  of  sud  Territories  be  sooner 
made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  Judicial  powers 
exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  ezistlng  government  of  the 
same  Teadtories,  shall  be  vested  in  such  person  snd  persons, 
and  shaU  M  exerdAsd  in  such  manner  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  direct,  for  the  maintaining  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Territories  in  the  ftee  enjoyment  ot  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  relating  to  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  subject  to 
the  modiflcauon  stipulated  by  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
said  treaty.  In  fiivor  of  Spanish  vessels  and  their  carsroes,  and 
the  laws  relating  to  the  importation  of  persons  of  oolor,  shall 
be  extended  to  the  said  Territories.*^ 

A  brief  enactment,  but  very  comprehensive,  and  under 
which  General  Jackson,  first  American  €h>vernor  of  the 
Florida^  was  commissioned  with  ^aU  ihspawert  and  a«- 
thoriiUt  h«retqfifr6  exeroiMd  lyy  Ui6  Ooevmor  amd  Cap- 
tain Owtiral  and  InUndani  qf  Ouba^  and  by  the  Oo9- 
emort  <^  Ukut  and  Wut  Florida,  within  UU  Mid  Fro9- 
incM,  rMpeetUely,^  And  upon  this  ample  power,  two 
limitations  alone  were  placed  by  the  eommission-^«<,  that 
no  new  tax  should  be  imposed  by  the  Oovemor ;  ssooiM^if, 
that  no  grant  for  land  should  be  made,  or  eonflrmed.  And 
with  this  commission  correqMuded  the  heading  to  the 
proclamation,  drawn  at  the  Department  of  State,  and  Itar- 
nlshed  to  the  General,  and  to  be  promulgated  on  taking  poa- 
sessiott of  tfie  Territories.  Thus:  ** JBy Mn^ General An^ 
drmo  Jackson,  Oovemor  qf  the  ProHnoee^ifthe  Floridoi, 
oaaorcMng  ths  powere  qf  the  Captain  General  and  qf  the 
Iniondant  of  the  Idand  of  Cuba  ooor  the  eald  provlneea, 
and  qf  Os  Govemore  qf  $aid  protinoee,  reepediMiy,'" 
And,  according  to  this  heading  fiirnlshed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, sll  the  public  acts  promulgated  by  General  Jackson— 
ordinances,  decrees.  Judgments,  proclamations,  An.,  were 
headed  with  the  same  words;  so  that  he  constantly  ap- 
peared. In  his  official  character,  as  Captain  General  and  In- 
tendant  of  Cuba,  and  as  the  Spanish  Governor  of  the  two 
Flortdss :  a  character  quite  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  any 
existence  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  his  dominion.  He  constantly  repulsed 
the  Idea  of  the  presence  of  the  constitution  in  the  Territory 
committed  to  his  charge ;  and  In  that  repulsion  he  waa  sus- 
tained by  the  Federal  Execatlve  Government  at  Washing- 
ton, and  by  each  House  of  CongresSt  each  of  these  authori* 
ttef  reftising  to  entertain,  as  braaebea  of  the  eoutttotioa,  th* 


262 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  B.] 


TramaeHatu  ai  Peiuacoia, 


[Fkbbvabt,  182S. 


oever  supported  the  bill  of  the  last  session.  He 
was,  therefore,  exempt  from  any  blame,  per- 
sonally, for  the  passage  of  it.  Mr.  R.  went  on 
at  considerable  lengtli  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoDuf- 
FiB,  to  vindicate  his  coarse  on  this  and  on  vari- 
ous other  subjects  connected  with  the  part  he 
took  in  the  public  councils  in  years  past.  Mr. 
B.  contended  that  it  was  perfectly  competent 
for  the  House  to  order  the  discharge  of  the  pe- 
titioners, as  it  had  in  the  case  of  American  citi- 
zens so  held  in  imprisonment  by  the  public  ofli- 
cers,  and  between  these  persons  and  American 
citizens  there  should  be  no  difference. 

Mr.  MoBuFFiB  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr. 
Randolph  on  those  points  of  his  remarks  not 
particularly  applicable  to  the  question  under 
consideration ;  and  concluded  with  an  argument 
to  show  that  the  Executiye  branch  of  the 
Gk)Temment  was  the  proper  department  to  ap- 
ply the  petition  for  redress  in  the  present  case, 
which  had  been  improperly  addr^eed  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Habdht  understood  the  import  of  the 
memorial  to  be,  that  the  petitioners  had  been 
long  citizens  of  Pensaoola,  and  officers  under 
the  GoYemment  of  Spain ;  that  they  departed 
from  the  territory  pursuant  to  treaty,  and  re- 
turned as  private  individuals,  for  the  purpose 
of  revisiting  the  land  of  their  nativity,  and  to 
ei\|oy  their  pronerty.  He  denied  the  arbitrary 
powers  which  the  gentleman  from  Soutiii  Garo- 
una  (Mr.  MoDutfib)  contended  the  Territorial 
Government  possessed ;  and  was  prpceeding  in 
his  remarks,  when  he  (it  being  after  4  o'clock) 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was 
agreed  to — ^ayes  81 ;  and,  thereupon,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Monday,  February  26. 
Trcm$aetions  at  Fensacola. 

^  The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  unfinished  business  of  Saturday,  and 
the  question  recurring  to  agree  to  a  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  on  Military  AfQsiirs 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
two  Spaniards,  imprisoned  in  Pensacola  by  the 
orders  of  the  acting  Governor — 

Mr.  Euens,  the  Ohairman  of  the«Military 
Oommittee,  stated  that  he  was  informed,  from 
good  authority,  that  the  papers  relative  to  the 
confinement  of  these  men  had  been  forwarded 
from  Pensacola  to  General  Jackson ;  that  he 
had  transmitted  them  to  the  President;  that 
they  were  received  in  this  city  on  Thursday 
last ;  that  an  order  was  issued  for  the  release 
of  ttte  men  on  Saturday,  and  was  actually 
despatched  for  Pensacok.  . 

^ ISo  question  was  t^en  on  the  subject  pro- 
vioua  to  the  adjournment,  which  took  place  be- 
fore four  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ran- 


oomplainta  forwaided  agaliut  him  by  thoee  who  had  been 
miUUrily  dealt  with  under  Us  goyenunent  For  all  which, 
see  the  debates  In  Congreaa,  and  the  anawen  of  the  Presl- 
dant  to  tha  wmplaialag  paitiea. 


DOLPH,  which  motion,  preceded  by  a  pertinent 
speech,  was  founded  on  report,  which  had 
reached  the  Oapitol,  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pihk- 
KEY,  Senator  from  Maryland,  which  report 
afterwarda  turned  out  to  be  premature. 
Mr.  Randolph's  remarks  were  as  follows : 
Mr.  R.  rose,  he  said,  to  announce  to  the 
House  a  fact,  which,  he  hoped,  would  put  an 
end,  at  least  for  this  day,  to  all  further  jar  or 
collision,  here  or  elsewhere,  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body.  Yes,  for  this  one  day,  at 
least,  said  he,  let  us  say,  as  our  first  mother  said 
to  our  first  father — 

^  While  yet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  hour  peih^pa^ 
Between  us  two  let  there  be  peace.** 

I  rise  to  announce  to  the  House,  the  not  un* 
looked-for  death  of  a  man  who  mled  the  first 
place  in  the  public  estimation,  in  the  first  pro- 
fession in  that  estimation,  in  this  or  in  any  other 
country.  We  have  been  talking  of  General 
Jackson,  and  a  greater  than  him  is,  not  here, 
but  gone  for  ever  I  I  dOinde,  sir,  to  the  boast 
of  Maryland,  and  the  pride  of  the  United  States 
— the  pride  of  all  of  us — ^but  particularly  ih» 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  profesdon  of  which 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  a  member,  and  an  emi- 
nent one.  He  was  a  man  with  whom  I  lived, 
when  a  member  of  this  House,  and  a  new  one 
too— and  ever  since  he  left  it  for  the  other — ^I 
speak  it  with  pride— in  habits,  not  merely  neg> 
atlvely  friendly,  but  of  kindness  and  cordiality. 
The  last  time  that  I  saw  him  was  on  Saturday 
— ^the  last  Saturday  but  one — ^in  the  pride  of 
life^  and  fidl  possession  and  vigor  of  all  his  fao- 
ulties,  in  that  lobby.  He  is  now  gone  to  his 
account,  (for  as  the  tree  falls,  so  it  must  lie,) 
where  we  must  all  go — ^where  I  must  very  soon 
go,  and  by  the  same  road  too,  the  course  of  na- 
ture ;  and  where  all  of  us,  put  off  the  evil  day 
as  long  as  we  may,  must  also  soon  go.  For 
what  is  the  past  but  as  a  span,  and  which  of  xm 
can  look  forward  to  as  many  years  as  we  have 
lived  ?  The  last  act  of  iQtercourse  between  xm 
was  an  act,  the  recollection  of  which  I  would 
not  be  without,  for  all  the  offices  tb&t  all  tlie 
men  of  the  United  States  have  filled,  or  ever 
shaU  fill.  He  had,  indeed,  his  fkults— foibles,  I 
should  rather  say;  and,  sir,  who  is  withont 
them  f  Let  such,  and  such  only,  cast  the  first 
stone.  And  these  foibles,  fiiults  if  yon  will, 
which  everybody  could  see,  because  everybody 
is  clear-sighted  in  regard  to  the  faults  and 
foibles  of  others;  he,  I  have  no  doubt,  would 
have  been  the  first  to  acknowledge,  on  a  proper 
representation  of  them.  Every  thing  now  is 
hidden  to  us— not  God  forbid  I  that  utter  daric- 
ness  rests  upon  the  grave,  which,  hideous  as  it 
is,  is  lighted,  cheered,  and  warmed  by  fire  fh»m 
Heaven — ^not  the  impious  fire  fabled  to  be  stolen 
from  Heaven  by  the  heathen,  but  bv  the  q)iiit 
of  the  living  God,  whom  we  all  pro&es  to  wor- 
ship, and  whom  I  hope  we  shidl  spend  the  i«- 
mamder  of  this  day  in  worshipping,  not  with 
mouth-honor,  but' in  our  hearts ;  in  spirit  and 
in  truth— that  it  may  not  be  said  of  va^  also^ 
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'^  This  people  draweth  nigh  nnto  me  with  their 
mouth,  and  honoretli  me  with  their  lips,  bat 
tiieir  heart  is  far  from  me."  Yes,  it  is  jnst  so. 
He  is  gone.  I  will  not  say  that  oar  loss  is  irre- 
parable; because  such  a  man  as  Juu  existed 
may  exist  again.  There  has  been  a  Homer; 
there  has  been  a  Shakspeare ;  there  has  been 
a  Milton;  there  has  been  a  Newton.  There 
may  then  be  another  Pinknej,  but  there  is  now 
none.  And  it  was  to  announce  this  event  I 
have  risen.  I  am,  said  Mr.  R.,  almost  inclined 
to  believe  in  presentiments.  I  have  been  all 
along  as  well  assured  of  the  fatal  termination  of 
that  disease  with  which  he  was  affected,  as  I 
am  now.  And  I  have  dragged  my  weary  limbs 
before  sunrise  to  the  door  of  his  sick  chamber, 
(for  I  would  not  intrude  upon  the  sacred  sor- 
rows of  his  family,)  almost  every  morning  since 
his  illness.  From  the  first  I  had  almost  no 
hope.  I  move  you,  sir,  that  this  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

When  Mr.  R.  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  adjournment,  and  carried,  nem.  eon,  . 


Tuesday,  February  26. 

After  the  Journal  o(  yesterday  had  been  read, 
in  a  part  of  which  the  fact  of  Mr.  Randolph's 
having  yesterday  announced  the  death  of  Mr. 
PiNKNST  was  stated — 

Mr.  Rakdolph  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
prayed  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
ddegation  from  Maryland,  and  particularly  of 
the  young  member  behind  him,  (Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Maryl^d,)  whom,  as  well  as  his  late  father, 
his  fellow-laborer  in  that  House,  he  was  happy 
to  call  his  friend,  for  having  announced  a  fact 
which  took  place  yesterday,  though  not  true  at 
the  time  the  annunciation  was  made.  [He  al- 
luded to  the  death  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  Mary- 
limd.]  And  it  was  due  to  his  own  character  to 
state  with  precision  the  canal  through  which 
he  obtained  the  information.  On  the  seats  re- 
Berved  for  them,  I  saw,  said  Mr.  R.,  one  of  the 
Jostioes  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United 
States,  who  told  me  that  the  fact  was  so.  I 
a^ed  him  if  he  was  sure  of  it.  He  replied  that 
he  was — ^for  he  had  just  seen  another  gentleman 
— a  most  worthy  member  of  the  bar  of  Balti- 
more, equally  entitled  to  credit,  and  none  could 
be  more  so— who  told  him  that  he  had  seen 
the  corpse.  From  thence  I  retnmed  to  my 
seat.  At  that  moment  a  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Roas)  was  addresang  the  Chair.  The  in- 
tervening time  did  not,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
exceed  two  minutes ;  and  time,  under  such  cir- 
comstancea,  would  hardly  appear  shorter  than 
the  reality.  I  was  myself,  said  Mr.  R.,  under 
an  impulse  which  I  was  as  utterly  unable  to 
ccmtrol,  as  I  now  am  to  control  the  throbbing 
arteries  of  my  frame.  It  was  under  that  im- 
pulse I  announced  it  as  a  fact  to  the  House — 
for  I  could  not  bear  that  we  should  be'  occupied 
with  that  sort  of  discussion  which  was  then 
pending^  or  with  any,  at  a 'time  when  a  loss 
nad  occurred  to  this  nation,  and 'a  void  created 


which  never  can  be  filled — ^the  loss  of  a  man 
whose  legal  reputation  transcended  that  of  any 
other  man  in  this  country — ^the  President  of 
that  Oourt — of  which  both  were  most  illustri- 
ous ornaments^nly  excepted;  for,  of  all 
others,  it  might  be  said  that,  in  point  of  profes- 
sional renown,  at  least,  they  were  proximi  hngo 
intervallo. 

Mr.  R.  concluded,  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  apology  he  had  made  would  be  ac- 
cepted by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  He 
owed  it  to  his  very  respectable  informant  to 
state,  that  the  whole  grew  out  of  that  gentle- 
man's mistaking  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  whom  he  had  drawn  hU  in^rmation.  • 
which  was,  that  he  had  seen  a  person  who  saia 
he  had  seen  the  last  sad  remains  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
and  not  that  he  had  seen  them  himself. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  entry  above  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Journal  was  then  expunged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
order  of  business  of  the  day  was  dispensed  with, 
and  a  recess  at  the  pleasure  of  the  House  was 
directed. 

Boon  afterwards  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate,  announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
William  Pinknet,  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  his 
fhneral  would  be  attended  on  to-morrow  from 
the  Senate  Ohimiber,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimoifily  agreed  to : 

Reeolved,  That  this  Honse  will  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  Hon.  William  Pinkney,  late  a  member  of  the 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  over  to  Thurs- 
day. 

Thubsday,  February  28. 

Treaties  with  the  Cherokee  ofnd  OreeJc  Indiana, 

to  extinguish  their  Title  to  Lands  in  Georgia, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Bouse  of  Repruentatives  of  the  United  States: 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  April,  1820,  for  holdinff  treaties 
with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for 
the  eztingoishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Georgia,  pnrsoant  to  the  4th  condition  of  the 
first  article  ofthe  Articles  of  Agreement  and  Cesnon 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  a  treaty  was  held  with 
the  Creek  nation,  ihe  expense  of  which,  upon  the  set- 
tlement of  the  acconnts  of  the  commissioners  who 
were  appointed  to  conduct  the  negotiation,  was  ascer- 
tained to  amount  to  the  sum  of  $24,695,  leaving  an 
miezpended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  of  $5,805, 
a  sun  too  small  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  also,  with  the 
Cherokees,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  act  making 
the  appropriation.    The  LegisUtore  of  Qeoxgia  being 
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still  desiroas  that  a  treaty  should  be  held  for  further 
extinguiahment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
that  State,  to  obtain  an  indemnity  to  the  citixens  of 
that  State  for  proper^  of  considerable  value  which 
had  been  taken  from  ^em  by  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
I  submit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
that  a  further  sum,  which,  in  addition  to  the  bakUice 
of  the  former  appropriation,  will  be  adequate  to  the 
expense  attending  a  treaty  with  them,  may  be  appro- 
priated, should  Congress  deem  it  prudent.* 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wabhzrgton,  Februafy  25,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Honse,  to  which  is 
committed  the  joint  resolntion  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  effect  the  Articles 
of  Agreement  and  Cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  entered  into 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Traruactiom  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Maine,  rose  to  address  the 
Honse.  He  thought  the  period  had  arrived  in 
which  it  had  become  proper  to  take  into  the 
serious  consideration  of  this  House  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  related  to  the 
transactions  in  Florida.  In  the  course  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the 
subject,  he  was  actuated  by  no  personal  hos- 
tility to  either  of  the  individuals  to  whose  con- 
duct the  inquiry  principally  related.  The  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  this  investigation  was  an  irk- 
some task,  but  he  believed  it  a  duty  to  perform 
it.  That  part  of  the  documents  whiiih  seemed 
to  be  referable  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  contained,  in  his  opinion,  facts  which 
ought  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Would  it  be  said  that  this  subject 
was  an  afE^  which  belonged  to  the  Executive 
only,  because  those  officers  were  appointed  by 
the  Executive?  If^  indeed,  said  Mr.  W.,  the 
Executive  only  were  affected  by  these  transac- 
tions, the  argument  might  be  a  good  one.  But 
the  character  of  the  nation  was  also  involved, 
and  it  could  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Bepreeent»- 
tives  of  the  people  to  sit  still,  when  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  Executive  had  no  disposition  to 
interfere. 

Mr.  Whitman  thereupon  handed  to  the  Chair 
the  following  resolutions : 


*  This  Heessge  from  Mr.  Mo&ioe  deserves  to  be  noted  for 
Its  strict  conformity  to  the  oonstltatlon.  In  obtaining  the 
sanction  of  Ck>ngress,  throogh  an  appropriation,  before  he 
tronld  make  a  treaty  inyolvliig  an  ezpenditore  to  cany  it 
into  effect  These  were  only  Indian  treaties,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Indian  lands  within  a  State ;  yet  he  would  not  hold 
the  treaty  until  the  object  was  sanctioned  by  the  LeglslatlTe 
power.  How  different  from  these  bter  times,  when  treaties 
•re  made,  or  proposed,  with  foreign  powers,  to  purchase 
foreign  territory  at  a  cost  of  10, 20, 00, 100,  and  260  miUions 
of  doUars ;  and  all  kept  a  secret  from  Congress  and  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  if  any  treaty  Is  made,  STcn  then  not  learing  Con- 
gress and  the  Senate  to  free  action  upon  it,  but  making  it  an 
administration  measure,  to  be  carried  Into  effect  \>j  all  the 
means  of  acting  on  the  will  of  members  known  to  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  President. 


Rewivedf  That  sach  parts'of  the  documents  i 
paDying  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  28th  Jannary  last,  as  oompriae  the 
correspondence  between  Andrew  Jackson,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Floridas,  his  deputies  and  snhstitatea, 
and  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  there  resi- 
dent, and  the  issning  by  the  said  Jackson  of  his 
proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1821,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Resolved^  That  snch  parts  of  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  Message  of  the  President  <^  Uia 
United  States,  of  the  28th  of  January  last,  as  relates 
to  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions  on  tiie  part  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  Governor  of  the  Florida^  and 
the  controversy  relative  thereto,  between  him  and 
Elegius  Fromentin,  Judge  of  the  Court  therein,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaxy. 
^  Resolved,  That  snch  parts  of  the  documents  ao- 
oompanying  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  28th  of  Januaiy  last,  as  relate 
to  the  employment  of  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  late  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  while 
claiming  to  act  in  a  judicial  capacity  tiiere,  and  te 
enforce  his  proclamation  of  the  29th  September,  1821, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiun. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Whitman  then  resumed  his  remarks  on 
the  snbject,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Gk)yemor  of  Florida  did  not  possess  those  jndi* 
cial  powers  of  which  he  claimed  the  exercise. 
He  referred  to  the  act  under  which  that  officer 
was  appointed,  and  contended  that  it  was  not  a 
fur  construction  of  that  law  to  consider  it  as 
conferring  upon  the  Governor  the  powers  which 
the  Spanish  Government  had  conferred  upoa 
the  Captain  General  of  Cuba.  The  law  was 
made  with  reference  to  the  existing  habits  and 
laws  of  this  country,  and  it  was  never  a  part  of 
the  policy  of  this  Government,  or  of  Uie  people^ 
to  combine  judicial,  'executive,  and  militanr 
powers  in  the  same  person — and  he  contended 
that  the  moment  the  cession  was  consummated, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  took  place  of  the 
Spanish  laws  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  He 
also  maintained  that^  so  far  as  the  lawB  of 
Florida  were  adoptea,  t^ey  were  cumulative 
only,  and  did  not  exclude  the  fundamental  laws 
of  this  Government)  and  these  laws  it  was  the 
especial  and  exclusive  right  of  the  jiidge  who 
was  appointed  over  that  Territory  to  interpret 
and  enlbrce.  He  therefore  thought  there  was 
a  peculiar  propriety  in  referring  this  part  of  the 
subject  to  the  committee-  to  which  he  proposed 
to  refer  it. 

In  respect  to  the  third  part  of  the  resolation, 
he  also  expressed  his  views  at  length  in  enforo- 
log  a  reference  of  it  to  the  Military  Committee; 
and  concluded  by  observing  that  he  should  have 
ceased  his  remarks  long  ago  had  be  not  beea 
interrupted ;  yet  he  could  not  forbear  to  express 
his  hope  that  the  House  would  not  sit  still  and 
sanction,  by  silent  acquiescence,  a  oombinati<Mi 
of  executive,  judicial,  and  military  powers  in  a 
single  individual,  which  was  a  precedent  too 
important  to  be  suffered  to  gather  strength  hj 
the  silence  of  the  Honse. 
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Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expreesed  his  re- 
gret  that  a  Bobject  which  had  ahready  excited 
oonaiderable  dlBcnsfflon,  should  now  be  brought 
forward  in  another  shape.  He  believed  it  was 
unwise  to  suffer  it  to  distract  the  attention  of 
the  House,  at  a  time  when  other  subjects  of 
greater  importance  were  pressing  upon  the  at- 
tention of  this  body.  He  contended  that  the 
oooTse  pursued  by  the  GK>vernor  of  Florida  was 
OTidentlj  correct,  and  that  the  documents  be- 
fore the  House  fully  proved  it.  He  had  read 
them  with  admiration,  and  they  renewed  his 
oonfidence  in  the  distinguished  person  who  was 
sent  to  execute  the  laws  in  Florida.  The  peo- 
ple of  that  place  did  not  even  possess  Territo- 
rid  laws.  It  was  not  possible,  at  that  time,  to 
make  such  a  code  of  laws,  and  General  Jackson 
was  sent,  clothed  with  authority  to  carry  such 
as  were  adopted  into  execution.  And  what  has 
he  done  ?  He  has  done  what  the  law  directed, 
and  he  has  done  no  more — and  such  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive.  If  anybody  is  in 
&ult,  it  is  the  Executive.  Why  not  move,  then, 
that  he  be  impeached?  Take  the  bull  oy  the 
horns  instead  of  directing  these  measures  against 
an  officer  whose  conduct  is  approved  by  the 
Executive  of  the  nation.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to 
the  equivocal  and  shuffling  evasions  that  were 
resorted  to  by  the  Spaniards  to  procrastinate  or 
defeat  the  cession.  Energetic  measures  were 
essentially  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects 
of  our  Government;  and,  as  G^eral  Jackson 
was  charged  with  that  duty,  he  was  under  an 
imperious  obligation  to  secure  the  rights  of  this 
Government.  In  the  performance  of  the  task 
required  of  him,  Mr.  W.  contended,  (General 
Jackson  had  acted  strictlv  within  ms  dntv. 
The  Spaniards  had  evaded,  by  eveiy  possible 
artifice,  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  cession. 
One  stipulation  of  that  treaty  was,  that  those 
Spaniards  who  were  there  shoidd  depart  from 
the  Territory.  It  was  contended,  however, 
tiiat,  althou^  they  came  back  again,  vet,  by 
once  departing,  they  had  complied  with  the 
treaty.  But  was  this  a  fulfilment  of  the  spirit 
of  tiiat  instrument  ? 

Mr.  Gujckb  rose  to  give  the  reasons  why  he 
thought  the  documents  relating  to  the  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Conmuttee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  is  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  establishing  a  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  quoted  the  law 
of  the  last  session  to  show  that,  by  it,  certain 
rights  were  reserved  to  the  people  of  Florida, 
dK.  He  also  quoted  that  law  to  show  what 
aort  of  authority  the  President  was  to  give  to 
officers  appointed  for  Florida,  and  compared 
General  Jackson's  commission  witii  the  pro- 
visions of  that  law,  with  a  view  to  show  that 
the  powers  granted  to  him,  (being  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Captain  General  of  Ouba,)  were 
greater  than  those  contemplated  by  the  law  of 
the  last  session.  It  was  important,  he  argued, 
that;  in  the  establishment  of  a  system  for  the 
fotnre  government  of  Florida,  no  such  mistake 
should  be  committed.    He  was^  with  a  view  to 


this  object,  about  inquiring  into  what  were  the 
powers  of  the  Oaptam  Greneral  of  Cuba,  when 
the  Speaker  restrained  him  in  the  range  of  his 
remarks,  by  observing  that  the  question  before 
the  House  (that  of  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
table)  did  not  admit  of  that  course  of  debate. 
Mr.  G.  then  only  added,  that  he  thought  it  im- 
portant that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  government  of  Florida,  should 
have  these  papers  before  them,  in  order  to  de- 
tect the  error  from  which  so  much  difficulty 
had  flowed. 

Mr.  LowNBBS  expressed  his  hope  that  those 
resolutions  would  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  further  expressed  his  opinion  that  no  ad- 
vantage would  result  from  referring  these  docu- 
ments to  any  committee.  The  general  fiicts 
which  they  presented  were  sufficiently  known 
to  be  referred  to  in  debate  on  the  Florida  Gov- 
ernment bill,  without  specially  referring  them 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject.  The  whole 
subject  was  already  before  the  House,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  he  did 
not  perceive  that  any  special  order  in  relation 
to  these  documents  was  necessary,  or  even  de- 
sirable, &c. 

Mr.  BuoHANAzr  was  of  opinion  that,  after 
what  had  passed,  a  full  investigation  oujg^t  to 
be  had  on  this  subject.  A  charge  had  been 
preferred  against  a  public  officer  of  high  char- 
acter, not  only  of  an  intention  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  country,  but  of  having  actually 
violated  them :  and,  said  Mr.  B.,  we,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  are  bound  to  investi- 
gate the  charge.  The  most  serious  consequences 
might  be  expected  to  result,  i^  after  charges  of 
this  sort  were  made  against  an  individual,  this 
House  should  avoid  meeting  the  question — 
should  put  them  to  sleep  bv  permanently  lay- 
ing them  on  the  table.  He,  for  one,  was  wiUing 
to  meet  the  proper  responsibility  of  declaring 
his  opinion,  either  of  ttte  guilt  or  innocence  of 
this  distinguished  individuaL  This  was  what 
the  people  would  expect  of  their  Bepresenta- 
tives,  and  Mr.  B.  trusted  they  would  not  be 
disappointed.  The  best  course,  he  thought^ 
which  this  subject  could  now  taike,  would  be,  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  take  it  up  after 
other  subiects,  demanding  more  immediate  at- 
tention, ehould  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  in  favor  of  laying  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  and  of  keeping  it  there.  He 
had  been  of  opinion  from  the  first  that  it  was 
not  a  proper  subject  for  the  interposition  of  this 
House.  If  any  improper  exercise  of  authority 
had  existed  in  Florida,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  responsible  for  it,  and  to  him 
he  wished  to  leave  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Whitman  made  a  few  ftirther  remarks ; 
when. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  prevailed — ayes 
101,  noes  41. 
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Satitbdat,  March  2. 
TranMctwiM  in  Florida — Final  Action  of  the 
House — Refimng  {without  division  of  its  mem- 
h&rs)  to  take  Cognisance  of  the  Complaints  of 
the  Persons  who  had  teen  Extemporaneously^ 
and  Militarily  dealt  with^  either  by  Oooemor 
JcMkson  himself  or  "by  the  Actinjg  Oovemory 
George  Walton^  Esq. 

The  next  sulgect  in  the  orders  of  the  day, 
was  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Mihtarj  Af- 
fairs on  the  petitions  of  the  Spanish  officers  con- 
fined in  Pensacola,  which  report  recommend- 
ed that  the  Military  Oommittee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof.  The 
motion  depending  when  this  subject  was  last 
nnder  consideration,  was,  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
— ^which  would  be  in  effect  to  put  aside  the 
subject.  And  the  question  was  taken  on  lay- 
ing the  same  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  diyision. 

Suppression  qfFiraey, 

Mr.  MoIiAifB,  from  the  Oommittee  on  ITaval 
Affairsj  reported,  in  part,  pursuant  to  certain 
resolutions  snbmitted  to  them,  respecting  the 
piracies  conmiitted  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  contiguous  seas— -setting  forth  the  measures 
that  had  been  resorted  to  to  suppress  them,  and 
the  views  of  the  committee  in  relation  to 
further  measures  that  were  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Afifkirs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  several  resolutions  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  3d  of  Januaxy,  and  5tii  and  6th  of 
Februaiy  last,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port, in  part :  That  they  have  made  the  investigation 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  and 
have  kept  in  view  the  general  object  of  protecting 
the  persons  and  properly  of  the  citiaens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  gaarding  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
from  violation,  upon  terms  the  least  embaxrauixig  to 
the  public  finances. 

The  extent,  however,  to  which  the  ^stem  of  plun- 
der upon  the  ocean  is  carried  on  in  uie  West  India 
seas,  and  the  Gulf  <^  Mexico,  is  truly  alarming,  and 
calls  imperiously  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  inter- 
podtioii  of  the  General  Government.  Some  fresh  in- 
stance of  the  atrocity  with  which  the  pirates  infesting 
those  seas  carry  on  their  depredations,  accompanied, 
too,  by  the  indiscriminate  massacre  of  the  defenceless 
and  unoffending,  is  brought  by  almost  every  mail,  so 
that  the  intercourse  between  the  Northern  and  South- 
em  seotians  of  the  Union,  by  sea,  is  almost  cut  off. 

The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  this 
system  of  piracy  is  now  spreading  itself  to  a  vast 
extent,  attracting  to  it  the  idle,  vicious,  and  des- 
perate of  all  nations,  and,  more  particularly,  those 
who  have  heretofore  been  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  from  which  the  vigilance  of  the  American 
cruisers  have  driven  them ;  and  that,  if  they  are 
not  winked  at  by  .the  authorities  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  they  are  in  no  respect  restrained  by  their  in- 
terference. 

The  oommittee  axe  also  of  opinion,  that,  extended 
as  the  American  coast  has  now  become,  the  daiu^r 
of  smuggling  has  considerably  increased,  and  l£at 


both  these  considerations  reoommend  the  emjdoy- 
ment  of  an  ample  naval  force,  which,  for  scouring 
those  seas,  shall  have  the  effect  of  driving  the  present 
freebooters  from  the  ocean,  and  of  preventing  others 
from  resorting  to  similar  practices.  Depredations  of 
this  description  can  be  effectually  broken  up  only  1^ 
keeping  up  such  a  force  as  will  render  the  hazard  of 
engaging  in  them  greater  than  the  emolument  to  be 
derived  from  success. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  ham 
inquired  into  the  situation  of  the  vessels  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain 
what  portion  of  them  may  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed for  the  purposes  embraced  in  the  above  reso- 
lutions. 

That  of  those  actually  employed,  they  find  that 
the  ship  Franklin,  of  74  guns,  is  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  whale  trade 
in  that  quarter ;  and  that  the  Constellation  frigate, 
of  86  guns,  is  in  the  same  ocean,  but  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Franklin ;  that  the  schooner  Dolphin,  of  12  guns,  ac- 
companies the  Franklin  as  absolutely  necessary  vpoo, 
so  long  a  cruise. 

That  the  frigate  Constitution,  of  44  guns ;  sloop  of 
war  Ontario,  of  18  guns ;  and  schooner  Nonsuch,  ot 
10  guns,  are  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  keep 
the  Barbary  Poweirs  in  awe,  and  protect  our  com* 
merce  on  diat  sea ;  and,  it  is  believed,  that  a  leas 
force  would  be  inadequate  f(Nr  these  objects. 

That  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  of  18  guns;  the 
brigs  Enterprise  and  Spark,  of  12  guns  each;  and 
the  schooners  Porpoise,  Grampus,  Shark,  and  Alliga- 
tor, of  12  guns  each,  are  already  crubing  in  the  West 
India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  suppression  of  piracy,  and  traffic  in  slaves ;  and 
that  two  gunboats,  Nos.  168  and  168,  are  also  cruis- 
ing along  the  coasts  of  Geoigia  and  Florida  for  the 
same  purposes. 

That  the  frigate  Macedonian  is  now  equipping  at 
Boston,  and  will  soon  sail  on  a  cruise  for  the  same 
object ;  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  at  leaal 
one  vessel  of  war,  either  a  corvette  or  schooner,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  as  the  most  efficient  means  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  foregoing 
enumerated  force  could  be  withdrawn  from  the  ser- 
inice  in  which  it  is  employed  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interest,  and  that  the  force  now  in  the 
West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  inadeq;oat» 
fbr  the  objects  specified  in  the  resolutions  above  re- 
ferred to. 

That  the  rest  of  the  force  belonging  to  the  navy, 
consbting  of  the  Java,  of  44  guns,  and  now  unworthj 
of  repairs ;  the  Erie,  of  18  guns ;  the  Peacock,  of  18 
guns ;  Congress,  of  86  guns ;  Guerriere,  of  44  guns  ; 
John  Adams,  of  24  guns ;  United  States,  of  44  guns  ; 
and  Cyane,  of  24  guns,  are  in  ordinary  at  the  coffer- 
ent  navy  yards,  at  Boston,  New  York,  Washingfeoo, 
and  Norfolk. 

But  the  conmiittee  do  not  hesitate  to  pronoonoe 
sloops  of  war  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  purpoeet 
contemplated  by  the  resolutions  than  frigates,  or 
smaller  vessels.  They  are  superior  to  frigates,  bo- 
cause  being  in  relation  to  the  service  equally  efficient^ 
and  costing  no  more  than  half  the  sum,  the  same  ex- 
pense will  enable  us  to  multiply  &e  chances  of  sno- 
cess  by  increasing  the  number  of  vessels,  and  dou- 
bling the  efficiency  of  the  same  expense.  They  an 
superior  to  smaller  vessels^  beoaase  they  are  deaded-^ 
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]j  of  a  gnster  f(»oe  than  any  of  the  piratical  cniiaen, 
or  eren  the  -vessels  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  many 
of  which  are  now,  or  soon  wonld  he,  more  than  a 
match  for  schooners.  The  nnmher  of  the  men  on 
board  of  sloops  of  war  would  also  give  these  vessels 
the  advantage,  hy  enabling  them  to  man  their  prizes 
more  secorefy ;  to  man  and  send  their  boats  in  force 
into  waters  too  shallow  for  schooners,  where  the  pi- 
rates seek  shelter,  and  for  many  other  objects  neces- 
sarily incident  to  such  a  service.  Nor  do  the  com- 
mittee suppose  that  the  consideration  of  promoting 
and  praserviug  a  proper  discipline  among  the  officers 
of  the  navy  is  altogether  to  be  overlooked  in  deciding 
upon  die  species  orforoe  to  be  employed  in  a  particu- 
lar seivice. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that^  to 
afibrd  immediate  and  e£foctnal  protection  to  our  oom- 
meioe  in  the  West  India  seas  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  most  expeditious  and  advisable  course,  in  tiie 
first  inntanofi,  would  be,  to  fit  out  the  corvettes  Qyane 
and  John  Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and 
Erie,  which  can  be  accomplished  within  a  short  time, 
and  with  Httie  expense ;  that  the  Erie  can  be  fitted 
Ibr  sea  in  tiie  course  of  five  months,  the  Peacock 
within  two  months,  the  John  Adams  within  six  weeks, 
and  that  the  Coostellatlon  frigate,  should  it  be  thought 
necessaiy,  may  be  directed,  on  her  return  firom  the 
Pacific,  to  cnuse  in  the  West  India  seas,  though  it  is 
believed  H  would  be  more  expensive  to  build  addi- 
tional doops  of  war  for  that  purpose. 

The  four  first-named  vessels  are  now  undergoing 
repairs,  and  the  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose  is 
already  embraeed  in  the  estimate  for  the  present  year ; 
so  that^  if  they  should  now  be  directed  to  be  put  in 
service,  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  increase  the  estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year  not  more  than  one 
himdred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  And  the  com- 
mittee sxe  authorind  to  state,  that  this  appropriation 
iriU  not  materially  vary  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  as 
diarlneed  by  the  Secretary's  report,  because,  since  the 
date  of  that  report^  there  has  been  transferred  to  the 
tnrplus  fund  an  amount  of  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriatioiis  for  the  naval  service,  sufficient  to  meet 
the  increased  expenditura  But  the  committee  can- 
not suppose,  that  where  tiie  safety  of  the  commerce 
and  citisens  of  the  United  States  call  imperiously  for 
tiie  exartion  of  the  national  force,  so  smiUl  an  expen- 
ditnre  can  be  a  matter  of  any  moment  If  the  pro- 
teetioQ  be  fMcenory,  it  must  be  yielded,  and  the  only 
consideration  connected  with  thd  cost  ahould  be,  that 
the  moDev  necessaiy  to  make  it  effectual  should  not 
be  wastenilly  expended. 

The  committee  further  report  that,  in  their  opinion, 
it  woold  be  mexpedieni  for  tiie  United  States  to  em- 
^oy,  arm,  and  equip  private  vessels,  for  this  puipose. 
If  the  foroe  already  indicated  be  insufficient  for  the 
purpose,  the  committee  would  prefer  recommending 
the  building  of  additional  sloops  of  war,  rather  than 
to  purchase  private  vessels ;  which  are  always  of  in- 
lerior  composition,  and  of  unsuitable  construction, 
and  requiring  repaurs  and  an  unprofitable  expense,  to 
alter  and  miS:e  them  at  all  fit  for  public  vessels. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  it  wonld  be 
mexpediemt  ^  to  authorize  the  destruction  of  persons 
and  vessels  found  at  sea,  or  in  uninhabited  places, 
m^^-wig  irar  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  regular  commission.*'  And  that  it  would 
ba  imrcnmttmt  "  with  public  law,  or  general  usage,  to 
give  any  authority  to  destroy  pirates  and  piratical 
fMwla  fduid  at  sea  or  in  uninhabited  places." 


The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
dangerous,  and  productive  of  great  evil,  to  vest  in  the 
commanders  of  our  public  vessels  an  authority  to 
treat  as  pirates,  and  punish  without  trial,  even  such 
persons  as  above  described. 

It  is  not  necessaiy  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  in  view  that  such  an  authority  should  be  g^ven, 
and  it  is  essentially  due  to  the  rights  of  all,  and  the 
principles  of  '*  public  law,  and  general  usage,"  that 
the  consequences  and  punishment  of  piracy  should 
follow  only  a  legal  abjudication  of  the  fact 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  thaf 
the  employment  of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  in 
the  West  India  seas,  and  the  Grulf  of  Mexico,  author- 
ized to  make  captures  xmder  the  exuting  laws  and 
regulations,  if  the  officers  are  properly  industrious  and ' 
enterprising,  would  afford  all  the  protection  required, 
and  the  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  forthwith,  to  fit  out 
and  put  in  service  the  corvettes  Gyane  and  John 
Adams,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and  Erie,  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  in  the  West  India  seas,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexi« 
00,  imd  also  to  employ  the  frigate  Constellation, 
should  the  President  of  the  United  States  deem  the 
employment  of  a  frigate  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

The  report  and  resolntion,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MoLani^  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JPropoi&d  Adj<nirnment, 

Mr.  RAin>OLPH,  agreeably  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  introdaoed  a  Joint  resolution  for  the 
double  purpose  of  raising  a  committee  to  select 
and  arrange  such  business  as  might  be  deemed 
indispensably  necessary  to  be  acted  on  at  this 
session,  and  also  to  fix  an  early  day  for  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Oaioton  was  wiUiug  to  concur  in  the  part 
of  the  joint  resolution  which  contemplated  a 
limited  day  for  adjournment.  But  he  was  en- 
tirely unwilling  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
Joint  committee  to  select  from  the  orders  of  the 
day  what  subjects  should  be  acted  on.  Expe- 
rience had  coMrinced  him  of  the  expediency  of 
refusing  to  appoint  any  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose, short  of  a  minority  of  the  House.  It  was 
desirable  that  equal  justice  should  be  done  to 
all,  and  perfect  impartiality  could  not  be  ex- 
pected in  the  disposition  of  the  business,  from 
any  committee  that  could  be  selected. 

Mr.  RooHBBTBB  Called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  the  branch  that  related  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  select  and 
arrange  the  business  necessary  to  be  done  was 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  the  House  had  not  the  ne- 
cessary facts  before  them  which  could  authorize 
them  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  session.  Three  or 
four  weeks  hence  it  would  be  much  easier  to 
act  on  this  resolution  than  now.  Hitherto  we 
have  done  almost  nothing  but  talk,  and  talking, 
too,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  dollars  an  hour. 
There  was  an  evident  eaeoethe$  loquendi  in  the 
House,  which,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would  be  re- 
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strained.  He  (Mr.  W.)  oame  here  as  a  public 
servant,  to  do  business,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  act  on  the  same  principles  in  re- 
lation to  their  business  as  a  court  of  justice 
would;  and  he  was  sorry  that  any  time  should 
be  taken  up  in  discusdng  this  question. 

Mr.  Sawteb  rose  to  inquire  whether,  if  such 
a  committee  were  raised,  it  could  place  upon  the 
list  such  cases  as  were  not  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  but  to  standing  or  select 
committees,  and  he  adverted  to  a  biU  which  he 
deemed  of  importance,  in  relation  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  sinecure  offices  in  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts, and  which  he  thought  should  be  acted  on 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  se- 
lecting and  arranging  tiie  business  that  was  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  be  acted  on  before 
Congress  should  adjourn.  It  was  a  practice  of 
long  standing,  and  he  thought  a  usefid,  if  not 
a  necessary  one. 

Mr.  E.  Johnson,  under  the  impression  that 
the  motion  was  premature,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  unwilling  that  the  sessions 
of  Congress  should  be  protracted  to  such  a 
length  Uiat  nobody  fit  to  represent  the  people 
would  be  able  to  come  here.  He  referred  to 
the  situations  of  the  merchants,  the  agriculturist^ 
and  the  lawyer,  to  show  that  such  persons  could 
not  afford  to  remain  here  during  a  long  session 
for  the  pay  they  received ;  and  he  feared  the 
oonseqnenoe  MTOuld  be  that  Congress  would  be 
made  up  of  the  refuse  and  offal  of  all  professions, 
not  excepting  the  clericaL  What  other  great 
measure,  he  asked,  had  been  elaborated  by  the 
committees  of  this  House,  except  the  bankrupt 
bill  ?  and  that  had  been  previously  cut  and 
dried.  There  was  no  more  pressing  or  impor- 
tant business  now  than  last  year,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  limited  to  the  4th  of  March,  and  there 
was  perhaps  more  danger  of  doing,  than  of  not 
doing,  the  public  business.  He  thought  he 
should  take  the  liberty  of  saying  no  to  every 
proposition  that  should  be  presented  to  the 
House,  before  he  went  away — ^not  excepting  the 
civil  list — ^for  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  away 
any  more  of  the  money  of  the  people,  until  that 
which  had  been  previously  voted  was  fully  ac- 
counted for,  &c. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry  that  this  proposition 
should  be  brought  forward  at  the  present  period 
of  the  business  of  Jhe  House.  It  was  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  very  little  had  been  done ;  and, 
if  we  now  go  home  and  say  we  have  done  noth- 
ing, and  are  inquired  of  for  the  reason  of  our 
abrupt  departure,  what  shall  be  the  answer  ? 
Can  a  satisfactory  one  be  rendered?  What 
would  any  man  say  to  an  agent  to  whom  he 
had  intrusted  his  private  business,  that  should 
render  him  no  other  excuse?  If  there  had 
been  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time,  the  way  to 
redeem  it  was,  not  to  go  away  and  leave  the 
business  unfinished,  but  to  make  no  such  waste 
of  more.  There  was  important  busLaess  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  and  impor- 


tant claims  on  the  Government  to  be  adjusted. 
But  what  are  we  told  ?  Are  we  to  say  no  to  every 
proposition  that  shall  be  presented  ?  Or  is  it 
not  our  duty  to  listen  and  examine?  Mr.  B. 
would  not  say  there  had  been  an  unnecessary 
waste  of  time  at  the  present  session;  but,  u 
there  had  not,  it  was  very  certain  that  it  took 
much  time  to  do  littie  business.  The  people 
and  petitioners  have  subjects  before  us  that  they 
expect  will  be  acted  upon — they  expect  thai 
their  daims  wDl  be  either  allowed  or  rgected. 
But  it  is  said  that  if  we  protract  the  session.  Con- 
gress will  be  filled  with  the  refiise  and  offals  of 
all  the  professions.  But  did  the  gentleman  firom 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  look  to  the  history  of 
Congress  when  he  made  the  remark  ?  The  first 
Congress  under  the  Gk)vermn6nt  sat  almost  the 
whole  year,  and  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  a  statement 
to  show  that  the  period  proposed  for  this  seemon 
was  shorter  than  had  been  ever  known  for  the 
first  session  of  any  Congress  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  Government.  There  was  much 
business  befbre  the  House.  The  nation  was  ex- 
tending in  its  population,  in  its  territory,  and 
in  its  interest,  and  in  all  its  rdationa.  Ha 
would  ask,  then,  whether  the  members  of  the 
House  could  feel  that  they  had  done  their  duty 
in  going  off  before  the  public  business  was  ac- 
complished? He  believed  that  the  apology  of 
personal  inconvenience  would  not  be  accepted. 
Mr.  B.  was  not  disposed  to  abridge  the  freedom 
of  debate.  He  believed  it  was  suited  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Government ;  but  it  was  generall j 
found  that  there  was  too  much  of  it  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  session,  and  too  littie  at  the 
close.  With  him  there  was  but  one  rule,  and 
that  was  to  do  the  public  business,  and  then 
adjourn. 

Mr  Edwasds,  of  North  Carolina,  w{»  opposed 
to  the  motion.  He  was  anxious  to  take  measures 
to  assign  some  limit  to  the  session.  By  referring 
to  the  journals,  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was 
usually  as  mucn  business  done  in  a  short  session 
as  in  a  long  one.  Fix  a  time  to  a^ionm,  sidd 
Mr.  E.,  and  then,  and  not  until  then,  shall  we 
attend  to  business. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  and  dedded  in  the  negft- 
tive  by  a  small  nu\jority. 

Military  Academy, 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  ooosider^ 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  making  certain  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment 

The  question  which  was  under  consideration, 
when  this  subject  was  last  up,  (on  SViday  week,) 
was  on  agreeing  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Military  Academy. 

To  tins  appropriation,  to  the  amount  proposed, 
objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Cockb;  whose  ob- 
ject was  to  appropriate  enou|B^  for  the  imm^ 
diate  support  of  the  institution  only,  wialung  to 
have  a  fail  view  of  the  expenses,  ^to.,  of  tfeds 
institution,  that  the  people  might  see  howmnbh 
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the  United  States  paid  for  the  support  of  the 
Bona  of  the  richest  men  in  the  conntiy. 

On  this  sabject  there  took  place  considerable 
debate,  and  on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill, 
In  which  Messrs.  Stbwast,  Maixaby,  Edwabds 
of  North  Oarolina,  F.  JomreoN,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Mercbi^  Wabfisld,  Kelson  of  Maryland, 
OoGKS,  and  Smith,  took  part, 

The  qnestion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  taken 
and  lost  ¥dthont  a  division. 


MoHDAY,  March  4. 
Sunday  MaiU. 
Mr.  Wbiqht  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Offioe 
and  Poet  Boods,  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pre- 
Tenting  the  oaniage  of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
aad  that  th^  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  WmoBT  rose  to  address  the  Ohair  in  sup- 
post  of  the  resolution.  The  following  has  been 
nuvSahed  by  Mr.  W.  as  being  the  substance  of 
his  remarks: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  requested  by  a  number  of 
my  constituents  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  regula- 
tion in  the  carriage  of  the  mails,  so  as  to  prevent 
their  being  carried  on  the  Sabbath  day.  We 
now  e^joy  a  profound  peace  with  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  under  the  kind  providence  of 
the  great  Bene&ctor  of  the  Universe,  who  has 
inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the  whole  human  famijv 
his  law,  ^  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy.''  It 
will  be  recollected  that  even  during  the  late  war, 
when  this  subject  was  before  this  House,  that  I 
then  advocated  tbis  restriction  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, not  inconsistent  with  the  best  interest  of 
my  country  ;  and  I  have  a  perfect  confidence 
that  my  devotion  to  the  prosecution  of  that  war 
by  ihe  exercise  of  all  the  energies  of  the  nation, 
^nll  never  be  forgotten.  I  have,  sir,  during  the 
war,  advocated  t£is  measure,  as  wUl  appear  by 
the  votes  and  proceedings  in  that  case.  Sir,  in 
every  State  in  this  Union  there  is  a  law  making 
it  p^uJ  to  violate  the  Sabbath  by  any  work  or 
labor.  Sir,  the  right  of  Oongress  to  direct  the 
carriage  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  day,  ought, 
in  its  execution,  to  be  so  exercised  as  neither  to 
vkdato  the  divine  law,  nor  in  any  manner  to 
anthorize  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  States, 
unlees  in  such  cases  as  necessity  may  impose,  in 
which  we  shall  find  our  justification  even  in  the 
divine  law.  I  have  consulted  the  Postmaster 
General  on  this  subject,  and  am  hsppy  to  inform 
this  House  that  it  meets  his  approbation  in  a 


Mr.  Tatu>b,  of  New  York,  required  the  ques- 
tion that  the  House  do  now  consider  the  reso- 
'      ludon ;  which  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.    So  the  House  refiised 
now  to  consider  the  resolution. 

MUiiary  Appropriation  BiU^Milittvry  Acad- 
emy— its  eapenaea. 
The  orders  of  tiie  day  being  then  called  for, 
the  bill  makingan  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establiahment  for  the  year  1822, 


was  read  a  third  time,  when  Mr.  Oooks  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing a  mistake  which  he  had  been  instrumental 
in  producing  in  the  bill,  in  which  he  had  sup- 
posed that  $86,900  would  cover  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  of  the  Military  Academy.  He  had 
since  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  $98,139  would 
be  necessary  for  its  support  on  its  present  foot- 
ing, and  it  was  with  the  view  of  correcting  that 
error  in  the  bill  that  he  proposed  the  recommit- 
ment of  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  remarks  at  some 
length  in  &vor  of  a  recommitment,  with  views 
more  comprehensive  than  those  of  Mr.  Ooges. 

Mr.  Van  Wtok  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  against 
this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  and  at  this  time. 
But  sir,  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill,  because  I 
think  it  high  time  tl^t  this  Grovemment  cur- 
tailed its  expenses.  Indeed,  sir,  the  very 
moment  after  the  peace  of  1815,  steps  ought  to 
have  been  taken  to  have  returned  to  the  old 
Peace  Establishment  of  1808  and  1809.  At 
peace,  as  we  now  are,  with  all  the  world — ^not 
a  nation,  that  I  know  of,  that  would  raise  a 
finger  against  us— it  can,  therefore,  no  longer  be 
necessary  to  keep  up  this  expensive  and  impos- 
ing attitude.  If,  under  the  old  Peace  Establish- 
ment, when  Mr.  Jefferson  administered  this 
Government^  when  we  were  every  day  threat- 
ened with  a  war,  a  reliance  could  iken  be  placed 
on  ourselves,  or  rather  on  the  militia  of  our 
country,  I  think  at  this  time  the  same  confidence 
may  again  be  restored .  Under  that  Administra- 
tion, for  eight  years,  the  whole  sum  appropriated 
for  the  Military  Department  was  but  $11,295,- 
625,  or  the  annual  average  appropriation  was 
only  $1,412,075.  But,  sir,  what  does  this  bill 
require ;  or,  rather,  what  does  the  Secretary  say 
will  be  necessary  for  the  year  1822  ?  Not  less 
than  $5,165,896  19.  In  two  years,  then,  in  a 
profound  state  of  peace  too,  we  now  require  as 
much  as  was  then  used  in  eight  years,  although 
the  country  was  in  a  partial  state  of  war. 

Let  us  take  another  retrospect.  During  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country  averaged  annually 
but  $18,868,860,  and  with  it  was  not  only  paid 
all  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government/but 
the  national  debt  was  sunk  $40,000,000.  But 
sir,  for  the  last  two  years  the  average  annual 
revenue  of  the  United  States  has  been  $15,054,- 
511.  And  with  it,  sir,  what  have  we  done? 
Not  only  the  whole  of  this  has  been  expended, 
but  the  national  debt  has  been  increased  $4,554,- 
272  16.  With  an  annual  revenue  of  $1,690,711 
more  than  was  received  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jeffersom  we  have  actually  swelled 
our  debt  more  rapidly  than  it  was  ever  done  in 
the  most  nrodigal  days  of  the  Federal  Adminis- 
tration. I^  sir,  it  is  intended  to  be  profQse  with 
the  public  money,  I  hope  it  will  be  backed  at 
once  with  a  bill  for  a  direct  tax  of  five  or  ten 
millions.  Let  the  people  see  our  drift.  I  am 
certain  that  they  will,  as  in  1799  and  1800, 
come  out  and  meet  us  on  this  subject.  For  a 
young  nation  so  remote  from  danger,  and  one, 
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too,  who  has  so  lately  experienced  a  total  loss 
of  pecuniary  credit  in  time  of  war,  so  soon  to 
forget  this ;  so  soon  to  forget  that  economy,  and 
the  discharge  of  our  debts  in  time  of  peace,  are 
the  only  solid  base  for  a  good  credit  in  time  of 
war ;  and  so  soon,  too,  to  forget  those  excellent 
lessons  left  ns  by  that  legislative  body  nnder  the 
Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  I  think, 
angurs  nothing  favorable. 

I  hope,  however,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  take  no  ex- 
ceptions at  what  I  have  said ;  for  I  do  not  think 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  more  than  was  re- 
quired. He  has  reported  to  ns  a  bill  predicated 
npon  the  existing  laws  of  his  country.  What 
less  could  he  have  done  ?  If  you  will  so  con- 
tinue the  form  of  your  laws  as  to  keep  up  a  large 
military  establishment,  do  you  expect  that  the 
Secretwy  of  War  will  be  able,  without  our  assist- 
ance, to  maintain  them  ?  If  you  will  build  748^ 
and  display  them  upon  the  ocean  in  time  oi 
peace,  you  cannot  expect  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  or  any  other  Secretary,  will  do  it  at 
their  own  expense.  And,  though  not  exactly 
applicable,  if  you  will  swell  this  representative 
body,  and  pay  us  eight  instead  of  six  dollars  a 
day,  you  must  expect  that  these  trifling  items, 
as  they  have  been  called,  will  also  swell  the  mass. 
From  pennies,  pounds  are  produced.  From  our 
inattention  to  these  little  insignificant  sums,  as 
they  have  been  so  sarcastically  called,  of  $100,- 
000,  $200,000,  $800,000,  or  $400,000  each,  when 
they  appear  in  the  aggregate,  astonishment  will 
be  produced,  and  suspicion  out  too  often  suc- 
ceeds. 

So,  sir,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive part  of  this  Government.  We  are  a  free 
and  independent  branch ;  let  us  do  our  duty, 
and  if  the  others  will  not  concur  in  altering  a  set 
of  laws  that  have  drained  our  Treasury,  swelled 
our  debt,  and  actually  baffled  the  skill  of  our 
financier  to  furnish  the  means,  let  them  be  ac- 
countable to  the  proper  authority — ^to  the  people. 

Our  course  now,  I  hope,  will  be  to  recommit 
this  bUl,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  partial 
appropriation  bill,  to  answer  the  immediate 
exigencies  of  Government,  and  not  to  pass  the 
ffeneral  bill  until  after  that  select  committee 
have  reported,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry 
into  the  modification  of  our  laws,  so  as  to  place 
us  upon  the  old  Peace  Establishment  of  1808  and 
1809.  When  that  is  done,  and  we  have  altered 
our  laws,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  bring 
in  a  general  bill  predicated  upon  those  laws. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Cookb, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  proposed  re- 
commitment, and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  87. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bilL  and  Mr.  Rakdolph  having  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon,  (his  leading  objections  being 
to  the  appropriation  for  clothing  of  the  Army  so 
far  in  advance  as  for  1828,)  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken  accordingly;  and  there  were — ^for 
the  bill  188;  against  it  28. 


Tuesday,  March  5. 
CMsUanieation  of  Indiant—LeoM   to  wUk' 
drofU)  the  Papers, 
Mr.  Mbtoalfb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  moved,  on  behalf  of  that  committee,  the 
following  resolution : 

Besolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiur^  to 
which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Reverend  Jedi- 
diah  Morse,  made  by  him  in  pnrsnance  of  the  objects 
specified  in  his  commission  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  hearing  date  the  7th  of  Febnuuy, 
1820,  he  dischai^ged  from  the  further  consideratioii 
thereof  and  that  the  said  Reverend  Jedidiah  Morse 
have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same,  and  also  the  aooom* 
panying  docimients. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  questlQii 
to  agree  thereto,  it  passed  in  the  aflrmative. 

Tratuactians  in  Florida— Mr,  Archer^s  Seao- 
hitiom,  ^ 

Mr.  AsoHBB  moved  that  the  House  do  oome 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

/  1.  Resolved^  That  the  appointment,  dniing  the 
past  year,  of  a  Governor  of  the  provinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  invested  with  laiger  powers  than 
were  "  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment" of  said  provinces  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
liveiy  to  the  United  States,  was  not  authorized  by 
the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *' An 
act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Washings 
ton,  the  22d  of  February,  1819." 

2.  Haolvedj  That  the  appointment  of  a  Governor 
of  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida,  with  au- 
thority to  exercise  supreme  executive  powers  within 
the  same,  was  a  contraventioin  of  the  Constitutioin  of 
the  United  States. 

8.  Reaohedj  That  the  arrest  and  imprisonment,  in 
the  month  of  August  last,  in  Pensacola,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  West  Florida,  hy  order  of  the  chief  executive 
o^cer  therein,  of  Don  Jose  Callava,  then  or  recently 
charged  with  the  functions  and  character  of  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Government  of  Spain,  were  in  con* 
travention  of  the  immunities  attached  to  the  condi- 
tion of  agents  of  a  public  character,  by  the  law  and 
usage  of  cirilized  nations. 

4.  Ruolved,  That  the  issuing,  about  the  same 
time,  by  the  same  officer,  of  a  citation,  in  the  natniB 
of  a  process  of  contempt,  against  a  person  holding 
the  conmiission  of  a  judge  of  the  United  States  with- 
in the  said  province,  for  an  alleged  undue  dischax]^ 
of  a  judicial  function,  was  a  proceeding  not  war- 
ranted by  any  legal  authority  vested  in  the  said 
officer. 

Mj;.  Aboheb  was  proceeding  to  state  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolves; 
when 

The  question  to  connder  the  resolves  (which 
admits  of  no  debate)  was  put,  and  deciaed  in 
the  negative.  So  the  House  refused  "now  to 
consider  "  these  resolutions.* 


^And  thus  the  House  reftised  to  '^eonslder"  the  raso- 
IntloDS  submitted  by  Ifr.  Archer,  one  of  which  dedaxed  a 
breach  of  the  Constifcntion  of  the  United  States— the  hraaeh 
attaohlng  itself  to  the  **4>poiatment*  of  a  €h»v«nior  wtth 
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An^  Esepmditwre$. 


[a  OP  R. 


Army  BBpendUureB. 
The  Speakkb  laid  before  the  HouBe  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  sabmitting  a  oom- 
paradve  view  of  the  expenses  of  the  army 


Boeb  eztezislTe  powers.  This  reftual  ooxreiponded  with  re- 
puted other  dedeioDs  by  the  Hoom,  coupled  with  expree- 
iioDs  of  regret  from  members  that  General  Jaokson  had  aeted 
with  so  much  energy;  but,  as  to  the  right  to  do  so^  there 
was  no  qaestion.  The  temporary  aet  of  1881  aathorized  it ; 
and,  as  for  our  oonstitation.  It  had  no  more  application  in 
Florida  under  that  act,  or  by  its  own  yigor,  than  the  Koran 
had.  Judge  Fromentin  planted  himself  upon  the  consti- 
totlon,  and  was  immediately  shown  his  error  by  General 
Jacfcaon,  and  afterwards  by  the*  Administration— to  which 
be  appealed.  Gallava  presented  the  strongest  case ;  and  he 
was  too  wen  advised  to  have  reeonne  to  the  constitution : 
be  took  position  under  the  law  of  nations,  and  his  character 
as  Commissary  of  the  King  of  Spain  for  the  delivery  of  the 
province ;  and  presented  his  case  formally  to  the  Executive 
Government  through  the  Spanish  Minister.  From  it  he  re- 
•elved  the  same  answer  which  General  Jackson  had  pre- 
Tloualy  given,  and  which  was  as  follows : 

Mr,  Adama  to  Don  Jbam4m  de  AnduoffOt  MkUtA&rfrom 

[SZTRAOT.] 

Far  would  it  be  IVom  the  intention  of  the  American  Gov- 
•mment  to  draw  within  its  rieoroas  limits  the  exemption 
from  ordinanr  legal  process  of  a  foreign  public  officer.  It 
would  extend  to  them  a  liberal  measure  or  time  and  a  Aill 
portion  ot  indulgence  for  the  execatlon  of  the  trust,  and  for 
departore  after  it8  completion.  But  it  cannot  perceive  the 
Jnadee  of  extending  these  privileges  beyond  their  limits  as 
saoetlooed  by  custom,  for  purposes  of  Iqjnstiee  and  wrong. 
And  here  we  are  led  to  the  Inquiry,  what  was  the  immediate 
oeeasion  of  the  summons  to  Colonel  Callava,  his  resistance 
agynst  which  prompted  the  subsequent  rigorous  measures, 
tn  reference  to  his  person,  house,  and  papers,  complained  of 
in  the  note  of  Mr.  Salmon  I  He  had  withheld,  and  caused 
to  be  packed  in  boxes  for  transportation,  public  records,  re- 
lating to  the  property  of  the  orovlnce— ju<Ucial  documents, 
tttdi^pensable  for  vindicating  the  titles  to  succession  of  inlhnt 
and  orphan  children.  Application  wss  made  to  General 
Jaefcson,  in  behalf  of  those  orphans,  for  the  legal  ludlcial 
paooeas  to  obtain  those  papers.  He  had  proof  that  tney  had 
been  removed,  after  a  sunmions  ttom  him  to  the  person  in 
whoee  possession  they  had  been  to  produce  them,  to  the 
house  andpoeseaaion  of  Colonel  Callava,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
poae  of  subtracting  them  from  the  process  issued  by  his  au- 
ihoiity.    Had  that  offlcer*a  personal  immunity  been  com- 

C'ete  and  unou«etionable,  what  greater  abuse  of  it  could 
ve  been  made  than  thus  to  wrest  from.the  course  of  justice 
the  vouchers  on  which  depended  the  rights  and  the  sub- 
sistence of  orphans  I  General  Jackson,  considering  that 
Colonel  Callava  was  not  entitled  to  sncn  exemption  from 
legal  pro4»as,  issued  the  ordinary-  summons  wnidi  would 
have  been  applicable  to  any  other  individual;  and,  on  his 
refliasl  to  answer  the  Interrogatories  put  to  him,  committed 
Um,  aa  others  in  like  esses  would  have  been  committed,  to 
prison.  By  the  same  order  he  issued  a  eommission  for  se- 
euing  the  papers,  which  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up 
before,  with  all  suitable  caution,  to  prevent  the  taking  of 
any  others,  and,  inomediately  after  the  satisfoctory  return  of 
that  eommlasioiL  ordered  the  release  of  Colonel  CaUava. 
appears  to  have  been  the  character  of  the  transaction, 


TOom  tJ 
tbou^ 


I  rraort  of  it  made  by  General  Jackson ;  and,  al- 
_  1  the  Presldentcannot  buteontemplate  with  unfeigned 
xeigret  this  oocnrrenoe,  he  thinks  that  blune  should  be  im- 
puted to  the  party  deeerving  it,  and  whose  misconduct  pro- 
duced it;  and  that  it  is  a  justice  due  to  Genersl  Jackson  to 
aufce  him  acquainted  with  the  ol^ections  in  the  note  of  Mr. 
Salmon  to  hie  conduct,  and  to  receive  his  foil  explanation  of 
the  motives  and  considerations  which  governed  nim. 

In  eoncluding  this  letter,  X  cannot  forbear  reminding  you, 
^  that  not  onlv  this,  but  all.  the  other  transactions  of  a 
painfril  nature  which  have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  Uie 
treaty,  and  which  it  was  hoped  would  have  terminated  all 
the  <BfiereuceS)  and  have  led  to  the  now  harmonious  inter- 
eoorse  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  have  pro- 
ceeded i^m  the  unjustifiable  delays  and  evasions  of 
His  Gatholio  Mi^esty's  officers,  in  direct  contravention,  as 
is  mdeistood,  to  hia  ordera  and  inteBtlonSi  in  withholding 


proper,  and  MUitary  Academy,  for  the  yean 
1818, 1819,  1820,  and  1821,  and  estimates  for 
1822,  arranged  imder  the  yarions  heads  of  ex- 
penditure, aooording  to  the  present  and  former 
organizatioi^of  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 


the  documents,  archives,  and  vouchers,  of  which  the  delivery 
had  been  expressly  stipulated— vouchers  indispensable  to 
the  United  States,  both  for  the  din>ensation  of  private  tustiee 
and  for  the  establishment  of  public  risht,  but  utterly  use- 
less to  Spain  J  and  the  detention  of  wnich,  by  the  Captain 
Genersl  and  Governor  of  Cuba,  and  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ors of  both  East  and  West  Florida,  however  intended,  and 
by  whatever  motive  induced,  can  subserve  no  purposes  but 
those  of  fhtud,  lEgustice,  and  oppression.  After  a  succession 
of  delays,  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  at  the  Havana,  in  a  cli- 
mate noted  for  its  unhealthiness  to  strangers,  of  the  Com  • 
missioner  of  the  United  States  authorized  to  receive  those 
documents,  and  of  the  vessel  which  had  conveyed  him,  he 
was  compelled  to  depart  without  them,  nor  have  they  yet 
been  delivered.  The  attempts  to  carry  away,  both  frx>m 
Pensaoola  and  from  St  Augustine,  many  of  those  papers, 
can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  flagrant  violations 
of  (he  treaty:  The  President  relies  that  they  will  be  so  con- 
sidered by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  that  he  has  ere  this 
given  the  most  positive  and  effectual  orders  for  the  fUthftil 
execution,  in  this  respect,  of  that  instrument  X  pray  you, 
&0.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Don  JoAQVnr  di  Akdvaoa, 

Bnkoy  JBiatraordinaryt  dbc 


The  following  is  Governor  Callava^s  own  statement  of 
his  case,  as  fhmished  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  dated  October 
8,1821: 

On  the  17th  day  of  July  last,  (1821,)  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  delivered  West  Florida,  which  wss  that  day  un- 
der my  charge  as  Governor,  in  which  character  he  met  me, 
to  the  conunissaiy,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  In  a  public  act, 
held  in  the  Government  house.  There  he  received  from  me 
all  the  archives  and  documents  registered,  and  directly  rela- 
tive to  the  property  and  soverelnity  of  that  province  of 
Florida;  ana  he  received  them  byfiithAil  and  exact  inven- 
tories, which  had  been  compared  with  the  documents  by 
four  persons,  and  had  been  certified  to  be  correct  From 
the  constitutional  Spanish  alcalde,  and  by  my  order,  an  al- 
calde named  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson  received,  by  like  in- 
ventories all  the  criminal  and  civil  causes  of  the  suits  of  the 
neighborhood  which  are  pending  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
first  instance,  over  which  he  presided,  and  also  the  notices 
and  papers  of  its  archives. 

The  day  previous  to  these  transactions,  (the  21st  of  Au- 
gust,) three  persons,  dependents  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
(George  Walton,  £eq..  Secretary  of  West  Florida;  Henry 
M.  Brackenridge,  Esq.,  Alcalde  for  the  City  of  Penaacola; 
and  Mr.  John  Miller,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for  the 
County  of  Escambia,)  came  to  the  house  of  the  secretary, 
(Sousa,)  to  be  informed  if  he  had  in  his  possession  some 
military  testamentary  dispositions,  which  they  mentioned 
to  hlno.  Sousa  told  them  yes.  uid  without  reserve  they 
were  shown  to  them;  and  he  informed  them  that  if  they 
wished  for  any  thing,  they  should  ask  me.  All  the  papera 
which  he  had  in  his  chaise  were  doselv  examined ;  they  de- 
clared they  would  carry  off  those  which  they  had  pointed 
out  to  him,  because  they  could  not  be  in  his  possession  as  a 
private  IndlviduaL  Sousa  told  them  that  he  was  not  a  pri- 
vate individual ;  that  he  was  an  officer  depending  on  my 
commission  and  authority ;  and  that  he  could  not  give  them 
without  my  order.  Ana  finally  they  went  away,  leaving 
the  papers.  They  demanded  or  him  an  answer  in  writing, 
which  they  obtained  horn.  Sousa,  on  a  second  visit 

The  following  day,  (the  22d,)  in  the  morning,  this  officer 
(Sousa)  met  me  in  the  street  He  informed  me  of  the  oc- 
currence, and  also  told  me  that  he  had  resolved  to  carry  the 
boxes  to  my  hous&  with  all  the  papers  which  he  had  in  his 

Eiession,  and  had  delivered  them  to  my  steward,  not  hav- 
found  me  within ;  because  he  wa«  afraid,  from  what  he 
observed  in  those  people,  that  they  might  take  them 
away  from  his  houscL  and  he  wished  to  save  himself  from 
the  responsibility.    And  1  answered  that  it  wo*  toell. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  not  much 
before,  I  was  dining  at  the  table  of  Colonel  George  M. 
Brooke,  of  the  fourui  regiment  of  the  United  States  line, 
and  of  the  garrison  at  Pensacola,  by  whom  I  had  been  lu- 
vited,  with  all  the  Spanish  officers  residing  there.  The  com- 
pany consisted  of  Brooke,  his  wife.  Judge  Fromentin,  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  Enterprise, 
Mr.  Michael  Kearney,  the  citizens  Yicar  Don  James  Cole- 
man, Don  John  Innerailty,  Don  Joan  de  la  Bna,  Don  Pedro 
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obedienoe  to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  ultimo, 
whioh  was  oommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 


de  Alba,  and  Don  Joee  Noriega;  and  the  offleen  lieutenant 
Oolonelfl  Don  Marooe  de  Yilllen  and  Don  Franclaoo  Palmoe ; 
Captains  Don  Lois  Guayare  and  Don  Bernardo  Prieto; 
Lieutenants  Don  Amaldo  OuiUemard  and  Don  Oarloe  de 
Yilliers;  and  8ab-Ueatenants  Don  Mariano  Latadj  and 
Don  Jose  Ignacio  Gmzat,  secretair  of  my  Qoyerament 

Don  Donungo  Boosa  presented  nimself  to  me  there,  with 
an  offleer  of  tne  United  States,  telling  me  that  he  was  a 
prisoner ;  and  that  the  reason  was,  that  the  three  persons  of 
the  former  day  had  returned  to  his  house  the  day  before, 
telling  him  that  they  came  with  orders  from  Oovemor  An- 
drew Jackson  to  seize  the  papers;  that,  haying  informed 
them  that  he  had  that  morning  sent  them  to  my  house,  they 
searched  his  houses  and  at  last  carried  him  to  prison.  And 
he  related  before  the  company  what  had  oceurrad  about  the 
papers  with  the  same  persons  the  preceding  day. 

I  immediately  ordered  my  aide-de-camp,  Don  Bernardo 
Frieto,  accompanied  by  Alba,  who  was  tne  public  inter- 
preter, to  present  my  oonopliments  to  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  to  Inform  him  that  Sonsa  was  in  Act,  as  he  had  inti- 
mated, an  indiyldaal  of  my  oonunisslon.  and  was  under  my 
power  and  authority ;  and  that  he  could  not  deliyer  the  pa- 
pers in  qaestlon  of  nimself;  that  he  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  ask  me  in  writing  for  such  as  he  might  find  it  proper 
to 'claim ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  |(iven  by  the  regulation  of 
the  treaty,  or  other  particular  circumstances,  I  would  deUyer 
them  to  him  by  the  same  procedure  which  indispensable 
regularity  dictated^  as  had  been  done  with  the  other  papers ; 
or  that  he  should  haye.  In  thci,  same  way,  a  disttnet  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  which  preyented  their  deliyery ;  and 
that  eyery  direct  mode  of  conciliation  should  be  sought, 
if  there  was  any  thing  that  could  be  of  use  to  him  in  any 
way. 

The  aide-de-camp  and  Interpreter  brought  back  for  answer 
that  8onsa  should  go  to  prison,  and  that  Uiey  should  tell  me 
that  I  should  be  put  into  another  dungeon  with  him. 

It  appearing  to  me  that  Don  Andrew  Jackson  had  not 
been  well  informed  of  my  message  by  the  inteipretatlon, 
(although  the  incident  oliended  me  and  suiprlsea  those  at 
table,)  I  made  the  same  persons  return  and  inform  him  a 
second  time ;  and  that  gentleman  repeated  to  them  in  a  loud 
yoice,  in  the  presence  of  seyeral  persons,  and  upon  the  street 
balcony,  the  same  thing,  saying,  Colonel  Callaya  to  the 
dungeon  1 

An  occurrence  so  strange  and  abnatye  in  the  presence  of 
those  who  surrounded  me  at  table,  a  great  part  of  whom 
were  there  as  a  greater  compliment  to  me,  and  others  my 
flubordinates,  conld  not  but  raise  a  blu^  in  my  foce,  and  dis- 
order my  stomach  in  the  yery  act  of  eating,  and  in  the  con- 
yalescent  state  in  which  I  wss ;  and  I  felt  myself  attacked 
by  a  deadly  pain,  ^which  I  almost  habitually  suffered,  and 
which  had  frequently  attacked  me  on  the  preceding  days ;) 
notwithstanding,  I  concealed  the  circumstance  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  impoesible  to  be  disooyered,  that,  upon  quitting  the 
table,  I  nolght  go  and  reflect,  for  it  was  not  known  upon  what 
lach  answers  or  occurrences  rested. 

We  all  left  the  table.  Brockets  lady  was  yery  much 
grieyed,  and  I  was  going  to  the  street,  when  three  persons 
presented  themeelyes  to  me  in  Brooke's  house,  telling  me, 
from  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  that  they  came  for  the  papers 
which  Sonsa  had  carried  to  my  houscL  or  to  carry  me  wiUi 
them  to  Jaekson's  house ;  because  the  Ooyeinor,  with  his 
suthoritT,  could  not  respect  me  in  any  other  light  than  as  a 
priyate  IndiylduaL 

The  ofBcers  went  away  to  carry  my  answer,  which  was 
ciyen  them  in  the  presence  of  all  at  Brooke's  house ;  and  I, 
feeling  now  a  recurrence  of  my  pain,  requested  them  to  per- 
mit me  to  go  home,  whither  seyeral  of  uioee  persons  accom- 
panied me.  As  soon  ss  I  arriyed,  I  caused  my  secretary  to 
extend  in  my  ofllce  all  that  I  had  said  to  the  persons  sent, 
and  with  him  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  ViUiers,  accom- 
panied by  another  ofllcer,  to  the  Ooyemor,  thinking  t^*«i* 
thus  my  answer  might  be  more  coirectly  understood  by 
htan;  but.  when  it  was  presented  he  would  notreoeiye  lt» 
and  they  brought  It  back  to  me  unopen. 

After  these  officers  returned  to  me,  now  at  my  own  house, 
the  same  three  persons  came  with  a  determined  and  t^ier 
messue  that  I  must  not  make  any  pretensions  to  oflldal 
situation  or  other  considerations^-"  tne  papers,  or  go  with 
them."  I  was  surrounded  by  my  officer^  and  other  persons 
of  character,  whose  countenances  I  saw  filled  with  pain  and 
anrprlse  to  see  me  in  the  sad  state  of  suffering,  and  unable 
to  remain  tranquil.  Till  then  I  knew  not  of  what  papers 
they  spoke,  as  I  had  not  entered  upon  an  inqulnr,  nornad 
thfl^  I^TMi  nM  an  opportoaitj  of  doing  so;  and  I  annrtz^ 


Depabxmxnt  of  Wab,  March  1,  1822. 
Sir:  Paraoant  to  a  lesolntiaii  of  the  Hoqm  of  Bcp- 
resentativea  of  the  7ih  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honor 
of  sabmitting  "  a  comparatiYe  view  of  the  expenses 


them  that  I  was  unable  to  go  out  of  my  house.  I  entreated 
that  they  would,  at  least,  give  me  an  abstract  of  what 
papers  and  of  what  class  those  were  which  they  demanded, 
and  I  would  inform  Don  Andrew  Jackson  that  i  was  sick. 

Without  giyinff  me  any  answer,  they  went  away,  and  I 
laid  myself  on  the  bed.  An  hour  afterwards,  one  of  the 
three  presented  himself  in  my  house,  and  mye  me  an  ab- 
stract, written  on  a  half  sheet  of  paper,  in  flie  EngUah  lan- 
guage, and  aimed  *" Alcalde  Brackenridge."  I  took  it;  I 
told  him  that  I  should  haye  it  tranalated,  and  ahonld  repl  j* 
to  it  He  went  away.  I  gaye  it  to  the  interpreter  at  uuit 
hour,  which  was  nine  at  night,  and  soufidit  repose  on  the 
bed ;  but,  a  while  after,  and  without  ftirther  prellminarif, 
a  party  of  troops^  with  tile  commissioners,  assaulted  the 
house,  breaking  the  fence,  notwithstanding  the  door  was 
open ;  and  the  oonunlasioners  entered  my  apartment ;  thej 
surrounded  my  bed  with  soldiers  with  orawn  bayonets  in 
their  hands;  tney  remoyed  the  mosquito  net;  tneymade 
roe  sit  up;  and  demanded  "the  papers,  or  they  would  nam 
the  arms  against  my  person." 

In  fine,  in  a  short  while  after,  one  of  the  three  went  ont, 
and  returned  accompanied  with  an  officer,  who,  placing  hln^- 
self  before  me,  told  me  I  was  a  prisoner,  and  oraered  me  to 
dress  myself  I  answered  that  Iwas  so,  but  that  he  would 
haye  the  goodness  to  obserye  that  I  was  so  sick  as  that  I 
ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of  my  house  at  that  hour.  He 
made  no  answer  to  the  inteipreter,  and  remained  sUent ;  bat 
one  of  three  deliberately  oraered  me  to  dressi  I  dressed  la 
my  uniform,  was  going  to  put  on  mv  sword,  but,  npoa  re- 
flection, thousht  it  better  to  deliyer  it  to  the  ofllcer.  I  did 
so,  and  one  of  the  three  took  it  from  his  hand  and  thj«w  it 
upon  the  chimney,  and  in  this  manner  I  waa  condueted 
through  the  streets  among  the  troopa. 

They  took  me  to  a  priyate  house,  in  whldi  they  presented 
me  to  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  who,  with  two  other  penonsiwae 
seated  near  a  table;  the  house  was  filled  with  people  or  aQ 
ages  and  olwweH,  and  there  he  made  me  a  sign  to  ait  down, 
wnich  I  did.  By  the  only  inteipreter  who  had  hitherto  de- 
liyered  and  carried  back  uie  yerbal  measages  I  haye  alreadj 
mentioned,  he  out  one  question  to  me,  aeoording  to  my  re- 
collection, eonmied  solely  to  whether  certain  vptn  had 
been  carried  to  my  house  by  Don  Domingo  Bousa,  and  de- 
Uyered  to  my  steward. 

I  requested  him  to  permit  me  to  answer  In  writings  and  to 
do  so  with  my  own  hand.  He  granted  It  readily.  1  set  my- 
self to  write  a  regular  protest,  tnat  I  might  go  on  to  answer 
afterwards;  but  I  had  hardly  begun  when  Don  Andrew 
Jackson  took  the  paper  from  before  me,  and,  with  xnu«k 
ylolence  and  ftirious  gestures,  spoke  for  aoatB  time,  lookfag 
at  the  bystanders;  and  when  he  had  concluded,  the  Inter- 
preter told  me  that  he  had  ordered  me  to  giye  no  other  an- 
swer to  all  that  he  had  asked  me  but  yes  or  no. 

Don  Andrew  Jackson  proceeded  to  epeak  for  a  eoneldar- 
able  time,  looking  at  the  people,  but  speaking  ftuiooaly ; 
and  in  the  countenancea  of  the  bystanders  I  pereelyed  tar 
or  surprise,  caused  by  what  he  said.  He  oondnded,  and  the 
interpreter  told  me  Uiat  the  Ooyemor  would  not  treat  with 
me  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  priyate  indiyidual ;  this  idea 

Srhlch  I  knew  not  now  to  account  for)  made  me  catch  at 
e  word,  and  demand  some  explanations.  Don  Andrew 
Jackson  did  not  permit  me  to  qmuc  I  inalated  that  the  in- 
terpreter should  translate  .---•-» 
about  to  do  this,  and  he  inl 

ning;  so  that  of  all  that  he  a  

drew  Jackson  directed  himself  to  me.)  only  the  aforeaaid 
intimation  was  translated  to  me,  that  I  had  not  a  word  to 
answer  but  yea^  or  no,  to  what  I  ahonld  be  asked,  and  tlMt 
the  €K>yeraor  would  not  treat  me  in  any  other  way  than  at 
a  priyate  IndlyidnaL 

I  remained  silent;  ther  called  my  steward;  they  asked 
him  if  oertainpapers  had  been  dellyered  to  him  by  Booaaat 
my  house  I    He  answered,  yes. 

Don  Andrew  Jackson  drew  from  among  ether  puen  one 
which  was  already  written ;  he  read  it  to  me,  ana  it  con- 
tained the  order  for  committing  me  and  my  steward  to 
prison. 

I  got  upon  my  feet;  I  begged  the  Interpreter  to  aak  him 
if  he  did  not  ahndder,  and  waa  not  atruck  with  honor  at  in- 
sulting me ;  and  I  pronounced  a  solemn  protest  against  Ua 
proceedings.    The  interpreter  informed  hun,  and  he  replied. 


proceedina.  The  inteipreter  informed  him,  and  he  replied, 
that  for  what  he  had  done  he  had  no  aoooont  to  give  bnt  to 
his  Gk>yemment,  and  he  told  me  that  I  might  protest  before 
Gh>d  himself 

I  was  carried  off  to  prison  at  twelye  at  nl^t,  and  m 
steward  also.   X  left  my  hoots  open,  with  three  «r  four  eel" 
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of  the  Armj  proper,  and  Biilitaiy  Academy,  for  the 
years  1818,  1819,  1820, 1821,  and  estimates  for  1822, 
arranged  under  the  varioos  heads  of  expenditares  ac- 
cording to  the  present  and  fonner  organization  of  the 
Department  of  War."  The  military  disbursements 
for  the  years  1816  and  1817,  as  explained  by  the  let- 
ttr  from  the  Second  Auditor,  accompanying  this  re- 
port, are  so  blended  -with  the  arrearages  of  prior 
years,  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  militia,  and  claims 
of  certain  States  and  individuals,  arising  out  of  the 


diers  of  the  United  States  troops  in  it.  I  left  all  my  private 
papers,  mil  the  official  oorrespondenoe  of  my  Government, 
sad  whai  was  under  my  charge  officially,  withoat  any  ac- 
c<nint,  at  the  discretion  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
keys  of  my  tnmkB  and  money  chests  were  not  removed.  I 
left  in  my  house  no  person  to  represent  me,  and  who  was  in 
my  confidence ;  and,  lastly,  by  a  respectable  citLsen  of  the 
United  States,  and  my  officers,  at  two  in  the  morning,  a 
eooch  was  spread  for  me  and  te^  other  asidstantB  to  throw 
onrseivea  down  upon ;  (for,  by  Bon  Andrew  Jackson,  I  was 
permitted  to  throw  myself,  sick  as  I  was,  upon  the  bricks  of 
Ae  prison ;)  when,  afterwards,  I  was  informed  by  various 
pecsons  who  nndentood  the  Spanish  and  English  languages, 
that  the  matters  above  related,  which  had  peen  conceived 
against  me,  and  were  not  translated  by  the  interpreter,  con- 
suted  In  having  endeavored  to  persuade  the  people  that  the 
papers  were  taken  from  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  and  that  I 
was  an  aooomplioe  in  that  criminal  action. 

At  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  (the  28d,) 
Jndge  Elegins  Fromentin  iasned  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for 
the  release  of  my  person ;  and  Don  Andrew  Jackson  an- 
■wered  that  it  was  not  proper  to  carry  it  into  ozecatlon ;  but, 
on  the  same  day,  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  he  gave  order  that 
an  officer  should  inform  me  that  I  was  released  from  prison, 
and  might  be  aooompaniod  by  him  to  my  house  to  examine 
if  the  boxes  were  sealed. 


I  replied  to  the  person  who  eommunicated  this  to  me  that 
I  coofd  not  enter  it  unless  accompanied  by  a  judse,  who 
might  be  present,  and  certify  to  the  situation  in  wnich  bH 


things  in  it  were  found,  since  I  had  been  dragged  from  it, 
leaving  every  thing  to  their  discretion. 

The  officer  accompanied  me  into  the  presence  of  Jndge 
Fiomentin,  whom  we  found  sick.  I  related  to  him  wut 
had  happened,  and  entreated  him  to  afford  the  protection  of 
the  law  to  my  preit^tive,  person,  and  house.  He  informed 
me  that  he  could  not  assist  me,  because  his  situation  ren- 
dered it  tmpoetible :  but  he  would  cause  witnesses  to  accom- 
pany me,  who  should  make  the  examination,  and  sign  it 

I  went  thither  with  the  officer  and  many  other  persons : 
it  was  Ibund  open,  with  three  or  four  soldiers  within ;  the 


papers  of  official  correspondence  scattered  upon  the  table. 
and  the  covers  open ;  one  box,  which  was  left  shut,  and 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  my  Oovernment,  had  been  burst 


open,  the  seals  broken,  and  again  shut,  with  different  seals; 
and  nothing  was  fbn^d  wrong  in  the  contents  of  the  money 
chest.  I  had  not  time  to  examine  the  papers,  nor  could  I 
do  it»  because  I  was  too  much  indisposed. 

On  the  26th  day  of  the  same  month,  about  half  past  three 
In  the  afternoon,  the  secretary  of  the  Oovernment  of  Don 
Andrew  Jackson  delivered  to  mine  the  testimony  which  I 
had  ssked  on  the  night  of  the  22d ;  and  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  followioz  day.  (the  27th,)  sick  as  1  was,  I  set  out  with 
my  secretary  lor  Washington,  to  give  an  account  to  the 
Hnuster  Flenipotcntiary  of  Ills  Catholic  Majesty  near  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  leaving  without  my  power 
and  anthozlty  in  P^psacola  what  was  under  my  charge  be- 
loBgiiK  to  the  nation  of  which  I  am  a  dependent,  because  In 
me  aU  confidence  and  every  law  of  nations  had  been  vio- 
lated by  the  authority  now  existing  there. 


THE  0A8S  OF  YIDAL'b  HEIBS. 
There  were  several  casee,  all  judicial  and  affecting  the 
tights  at  persons,  in  which  the  ex-Oovemor  retained  the 
papers  to  carry  away;  but  the  one  which  was  the  imme- 
diate exifttlng  cause  of  the  strong  proceedings  against  Cal- 
lava,  his  secretary,  Bousa,  his  major  damOy  Fullarat,  and 
Jndge  Fromentin,  was  that  of  the  heirs  of  YidsL  The  cose 
was  this :  Don  Nicholas  Harla  Yidal  had  been  an  officer  of 
the  Spanish  Government,  an  auditor  of  war;  and  died  at 
Fenaaoola  in  1807,  leaving  considerable  property,  and  four 
chfldren,  minorB,  and  all  girls— the  offspring  of  a  connection 
vtth  a  qyutdtoot^  woman— of  eomse  lUesltimate.  The 
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late  war,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  ascertain- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  army  for  those  years,  and  so 
as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  embrace  them  in  the 
comparative  view  called  for ;  though  it  is  believed,  if 
it  could  be  embraced  in  the  comparison,  the  result 
would  not  vaiy  materially  from  that  founded  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1818,  in  which  year  a  sepa- 
ration was  made,  for  the  first  time,  between  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  army,  and  the  arrearages  grow- 
ing out  of  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war. 


property  he  gave  by  will  to  these  children,  and  duMng  four- 
teen years  that  had  elapsed  since  his  death,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  possession  of  any  part  of  it.  Claims 
were  set  up  against  the  estate,  and  suits  instituted,  and  sales 
made,  and  the  proceed  went  into  the  hands  of  the  strong 
house  of  Forbes  and  Ck>m];>any,  and  John  Innerarity,  as  de- 
positaries; and  who  proved,  in  one  respect,  to  be  very  safe 
depositaries,  as  the  heirs  could  get  nothing  from  them. 
Great  illegalities  snd  frauds  had  been  committed  in  the  pro- 
ceedings sgainst  the  estate— so  flagrant  in  one  instance  that 
the  sale  of  18,000  acres  of  land,  twice  made,  had  been  twieo 
set  aside  for  fraud;  and  once  by  Osllava  himself  acting  as 
judge.  Property  sold  4n  New  Orleans,  and  other  places, 
brought  nothing  to  the  children :  the  proceeds  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  depositaries,  and  although  decrees  were  repeat- 
edly made,  ordering  them  to  aooonnt  with  the  heirs,  yet 
every  decree  remained  without  execution.  This  was  the 
state  of  the  case  when  the  Floridas  changed  hands,  and  the 
Americans  arrived  to  supersede  the  Spanish  authoritiea. 
The  Yidal  estate,  so  flv  ss  the  heirs  and  the  depositaries 
were  ooneemed,  remained  as  it  had  done  for  fourteen  years 
—the  depositaries,  and  some  daimants,  the  whole  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  estate ;  the  heirs,  aliens  to  their  fiither*s 
property.  And  now,  a  new  feature  of  (^pression  developed 
itself  The  records  of  the  case  were  to  be  carried  off  by 
Callava !  By  the  treaty  all  the  archives  of  the  province, 
and  all  evidences  of  titles  and  Judicial  proceedings,  were  to 
be  delivered  up  to  the  American  authorities;  and  the  great- 
er part  were  so  delivered.  But  the  p^mts  in  this  case  of 
Yidal,  and'some  others,  formed  an  exception;  and  were  re- 
tained by  the  Governor  to  be  carried  to  the  Havannah.  If 
this  was  done,  there  was  an  end  of  Justice  to  the  children 
of  YidaL  They  heard  what  was  to  be  done :  they  applied 
to  American  lawyers:  and  they  brought  the  case  before 
General  Jackson,  ss  the  supreme  Judicial  authority  of 
Florida.  He  took  cognizance  of  it— found  all  the  statements 
made  to  him  to  be  true;  and  immediately  Instituted  those 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  papers  which  led  to  the 
arrest  of  Domingo  Sousa,  Fullarat,  Oallava,  Fromentin,  and 
others.  The  design  of  all  these  arrests  was  to  ooeroe  the 
delivery  of  the  piqwrs,  which  being  accomplished,  the  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned  persons  were  set  at  liberty,  and  the 
cause  regularly  proceeded  with  before  Governor  Jackson  in. 
his  supreme  Judicial  capacity,  and  Justice  done  to  the  heirs 
of  YidsL  In  the  United  States,  where  people  are  accus- 
tomed to  the  regular  administration  of  Justice,  the  sum- 
mary and  energetic  proceedings  of  General  Jackson  ap- 
peared to  be  harsh,  and  even  lawless ;  but  they  were  all  Jus- 
tified by  the  Administration,  and  sanctioned  by  the  negative 
aetion  of  Congress ;  and  in  Florida,  where  they  took  pboe, 
and  where  it  wss  seen  that  no  wealth  or  power  could  screen 
the  oppressor;  and  that  governors,  Judges,  and  rich  mer- 
chants were  laid  by  the  heels,  like  common  offenders;  and 
the  protecting  shield  of  law  and  Justice  thrown  over  the 
most  humble  and  helpless:  in  this  province,  so  long  a  prey 
to  oppression  and  corruption,  the  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son i^peared  like  an  emanation  of  divine  Justtoa,  greatly 
exalting  the  American  eharaeter. 
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Table  A,  accompanying  this  report,  is  the  state- 
ment of  the  Second  Auditor,  and  exhibits  a  view  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  Armj  proper,  including  the 
Military  Academy,  from  the  year  1818  to  1821,  in- 
clusive ;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  expenditures, 
after  deducting  for  the  increased  expense,  on  account 
of  the  Seminole  War,  in  1818,  were,  respectively,  for 
those  years,  f  8,702,495  04,  $3,374,781  95,  $816,414 
11,  and  $2,180,093  53;  adding  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  lost  year  the  arrearages  of  the  Quartermaster's 
department,  and  subtracting  the  expenditure  inci- 
dent to  the  reducing  the  Military  Establishment  in 
June  last,  the  estimate  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1822,  including  the  balances  of  such  of  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year  as  are  required  for  the 
service  of  this,  amoimt  to  $1,800,424  85. 

Table  B,  is  an  Abstract  of  the  general  returns  of 
the  Army,  for  the  years  1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821, 
showing  the  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men,  as 
reported  by  the  last  returns  received  at  the  Adjutant 
General's  office,  together  with  the  academic  staff  and 
military  school  at  West  Point,  to  which  is  added  the 
number  of  the  Militaiy  Establishment,  by  the  pres- 
ent organization,  for  the  year  1822.  From  the  ex- 
hibit in  the  table,  it  appears  that  the  average  strength 
of  the  Army,  including  officers  and  cadets,  for 
the  year  1818,  was  8,199;  for  1819,  8,428;  for 
1820,  9,693;  for  1821,  8,109;  and  tbat,  from  the 
organization  of  the  present  Military  Establishment, 
if  the  rank  and  file  are  kept  full,  the  strength,  for 
1822,  will  amount  to  6,442. 

It  also  appears,  firom  the  same  table,  that  the  com- 
missioned officers  were,  in  proporUon  to  the  cadets 
and  rank  ana  file  of  the  army,  in  service,  for  those 
years,  thus: 


In  1818,  as 
In  1819,  as 
In  1820,  as 
In  1821,  as 
In  1822,  as 


1  to  11.75. 
1  to  12  11. 
1  to  13.57. 
1  to  12.18. 
1  to  10.26. 


Table  C,  exhibits  the  result  of  the  comparative 
sriew  of  the  expenditures  of  the  army  for  the  years 
1618,  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  and  estimates  of  expen- 
ditures for  1822.  To  illustrate  distinctly  the  opera- 
tions of  the  present  system,  in  controlling  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  army,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  a  proper  organized  staff,  the  items  composing  the 
expenditures  of  the  army  have  been  classed  under  two 
divisions,  viz: 

First  Those  which  are  fixed  by  law,  and  which 
cannot  be  materially  a£Eected  by  administration ;  such 
as,  pay  to  #he  officers  and  men,  subsistence  to  the 
fonner,  and  the  allowance  to  them  for  servants,  for- 
age, transportation  for  baggage,  &c 

Secondly.  Those  items  which  are  embraced  under 
the  general  character  of  supplies  for  the  army,  and 
wiiich  may  be  reduced  by  correct  administration; 
such  as,  subsistence  to  soldiers,  clothing.  Quarter- 
master's and  medical  stores.  As  most  of  the  articles 
embraced  under  the  above  denomination,  are  exposed 
to  fluctuate  in  price,  and  a  considerable  reduction 
took  place  in  the  medical,  subsistence,  and  clothing 
supplies,  within  the  periods  compared,  proper  allow- 
ances have  been  made  on  that  account,  amounting, 
in  the  price  of  provisions,  from  forty  to  thirty-nine 
and  a  half  per  centum,  and,  in  that  of  clothing  and 
medical  Btorea,  from  seven  to  eight  and  a  ludif  per 
centum.  The  contracts  made  by  the  different  de^ 
partments,  and  the  price  cnzients  for  those  ytun,  in 


the  principal  cities,  have  been  the  guides  in  fixing  on 
those  allowances.  To  the  Quartermaster's  disburse- 
ments no  additions  have  been  made,  as  any  reduc- 
tion which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  price  of  sup- 
plies furnished  Vy  that  department,  has  been  more 
than  balanced  by  the  increased  expenditures  to  which 
it  has  been  subject  from  the  extension  and  multipli- 
cation of  the  frontier  posts. 

From  table  C,  it  appears  that  the  expenditures  of 
the  army,  (additions  being  made  as  above  stated,  for 
the  reduction  in  prices  of  stores  and  biq>plies  in  the 
years  subsequent  to  1818,  so  as  to  nuse  the  prices  of 
those  years  to  the  standard  of  those  of  that  year,) 
would  amoxmt  to — 


$3,702,495 
3,663,735 
8,061,884 
2,327,562 
1,929,179 


04 
16 
00 
13 
91 


In  1818 

In  1819 

In  1820 

In  1821 
And  by  estimates  for.  1822 
FVom  the  above  data  and  average  strength  of  each 
year,  conformably  to  an  abstract  of  the  general  re- 
turns of  the  army,  it  results  that  the  average  cost  of 
the  army,  for  each  individual,  taking  the  aggregate 
of  the  officers,  professors  of  the  Militaiy  Academy, 
cadets,  and  exilisted  men,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ' 


$151  93 


64 


For  the  year  ISIS  z 
In  expenditures, not  materially  affected  by 

administration,  on  an  average,  each    - 
Its  expenditures  which  may  be  affected  by 

administration,  on  an  average,  each   -       299 


Total  average  cost  for  officers  and  en- 
listed men,  &c^  each 

For  Hie  year  1819. 
In  expenditures  of  the  first  class,  each 
In  expenditures  of  the  second  dass,  each 

Total  average  cost,  each 

For  the  year  1820. 
In  expenditures  of  the  first  dass,  each     - 
In  expenditures  of  the  second  class,  each 

Total  average  cost,  each 

For  ike  year  IS21. 
In  expenditures  of  the  first  class,  each     - 
In  expenditures  of  the  second  class,  each 

Total  average  cost        -         -  *      - 

For  the  year  1822. 
Confbrmably  to  estimates,  of  the  first  dasa^ 

each  -  •  -  -  - 
Conformably  to  estimates,    of  the  second 

class,  each        .        .        .        - 

Total  average  cost,  each 


From  the  above,  it  appears  that  there  has  been  an 
actual  annual  reduction  in  the  average  expense  of 
each  officer  and  soldier  in  the  service — 

In  tiie  year  1819,  of        -        -       $16  87  each. 

In  the  year  1820,  of       -       -        185  69  each. 


$451  67 

$158 
275 

72 

98 

$434 

70 

$140 
178 

45 
43 

$315 

88 

$136 
150 

62 
40 

$287 

02 

$155  80 

I 

144  16 

^99 

46 
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In  the  year  1821,  of 
And  by  esdmates  for 


of- 


164  65  each. 
168 11  each. 


The  act  of  Congress  for  ozganizing  the  general 
staff,  agreeably  to  its  present  formation,  was  not  ap- 
proved nntil  the  14th  of  April,  1818;  and  the  change 
in  the  system  for  controlling  the  disbursements  of  the 
army,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chiefs  of  each 
department  located  at  Washington,  could  not  be 
sofficiently  matured  before  the  dose  of  the  year  1819  ; 
which,  with  the  additional  expense  to  which  the 
Qoartennaster^s  department  was  unavoidably  sub- 
jected in  the  year  1819,  from  occupying  advanced 
militaiy  posts  on  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers, 
will  account  for  the  comparatively  little  reduction  in 
the  expenditure  in  that  year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  1822,  compared  with 
the  aggregate  of  individuals  composing  the  Military 
Establishment,  though  favorable  as  contrasted  with 
the  expenses  of  1318,  1819,  and  1820,  is  not  so  with 
182L  This  difference  is  accounted  for  from  the 
present  organization  of  the  Militaiy  Establishment, 
the  ofBoers  being  in  larger  proportion  to  the  rank  and 
file  than  under  the  former  organization.  But,  if  we 
should  suppose  the  proportion  to  be  the  same,  the 
comparison,  founded  on  the  estimates  for  1822,  would 
be  more  favorable  in  its  results  than  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  preceding  year.  From  table  C,  it  fur- 
ther appears  that  the  army  for  the  year  1818,  being 
8,199  strong,  including  general  staff,  professors  of 
the  Militaiy  Academy,  cadets,  and  enlisted  men,  cost 
for  that  year  $3,702,496  04  ;  and  that  for  the  same 
numerical  force,  at  the  rate  of  expenditures  in  1818, 
would  have  cost — 


For  the  year  1819 
For  die  year  1820 
For  the  year  1821 
And  on  the  estimates  for 


.     $8,664,106  80 

-  2,589,900   12 

-  2,858,276  98 
2,466,272  51 

After  making  an  allowance  for  the  difference  in 
prices  of  articl^  of  supplies,  as  above  stated,  the  re- 
sults in  favor  of  the  latter  years  are,  respectively, 
$138,389  74,  $1,112,694  92,  $1,349,218,  and$l,247,- 
222  60. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hov.  PaiLip  P.  Babbour, 

Speaker  Hotue  of  R^retenialioet  U,  8. 


Wednesday,  March  6. 
Ccue  of  Judge  TaiU 

The  Sfeakes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him,  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  Alabama, 
complaiDing  of  alleged  official  misooDduct  on  the 
part  of  Charles  Tait,  district  judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Alabama. 

The  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  mo\ed  to  refer  the  letter,  with 
the  documents  enclosed  in  it,  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to 
the  reference,  as  giving  too  much  importance  to 
the  complaints  of  a  person,  who  had  heretofore 
laid  before  the  House  charges  against  Judge 
Toalmin,  and  failed  to  substantiate  them.  He 
subsequently  wirhdrew  his  opposition,  and  ac- 
ceded to  the  reference. 

Mr.  MooBE,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  prepared 


a  resolve  on  the  subject,  which  he  supposed 
would  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  viz:  That  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  Judge  Tait,  &c. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  such  a  resolution 
would  give  a  very  different  aspect  from  that  of 
a  mere  reference  of  the  papers  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  he  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
it.  Let  the  papers  be  sent,  as  now  moved,  said 
Mr.  W.,  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  they 
will  come,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  a  very  correct 
conclusion  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Trimble  suggested  that  it  would  not  look 
well  to  be  more  anxious  to  inquire  into  cases  of 
controversy  between  citizens  and  judges  than 
between  generals  and  judges:  and  thought 
General  Jackson's  case  had  better  be  referred 
along  with  Mr.  Lewis's  to  the  same  committee. 

The  question  of  a  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  of  the  papers  presented  by  the 
Speaker,  was  then  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 


Friday,  March  8. 
Spanish  American  Provinces. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  RepreettUatives  of  the  United  SUOea: 
In  transmitting  to  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  the 
documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  that  House, 
of  the  80th  January,  I  consider  it  my  duly  to  invite 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  veiy  important  sub- 
ject, and  to  communicate  the  sentiments  of  the  Exec- 
utive on  it,  that,  should  Congress  entertain  similar 
sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co-operation  between 
the  two  departments  of  the  government,  as  their  re- 
spective rights  and  duties  may  require. 

The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces in  this  hemisphere,  attracted  the  attention  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  its 
commencement.  This  feeling  was  natural  and  hon- 
orable to  them,  from  causes  which  need  not  be  com- 
municated to  you.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  all  to 
see  the  general  acquiescence  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  policy  which  the  constituted  authorities 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest.  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  success  of 
the  provinces  probable,  the  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  equal  parties  to  a 
civil  war,  were  extended  to  them.  Each  party  was 
permitted  to  enter  our  ports  with  its  public  and  pri- 
vate ships,  and  to  take  from  them  every  article  which 
was  the  subject  of  conunerce  with  other  nations. 
Our  citizens,  also,  have  carried  on  commerce  with 
both  parties,  and  the  Government  has  protected  it, 
with  each,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war.  Through 
the  whole  of  this  contest  the  United  States  have  re- 
mained neutral,  and' have  fulfilled  with  the  utmost 
impartiality,  all  the  obligations  incident  to  that  char- 
acter. 

This  contest  has  now  reached  such  a  stage,  and 
been  attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the  part 
of  the  provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profound  con- 
sideration, whetiier  their  right  to  the  rank  of  inde- 
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pendent  nations,  with  all  the  advantages  incident  to 
it,  in  their  interooune  with  the  United  States,  is  not 
complete.  Buenos  Ayres  assnmed  that  rank  by  a 
formal  declaration  in  1816,  and  has  enjoyed  it  since 
1810  free  finom  invasion  by  t|ie  parent  conntry.  The 
provinces  compomng  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  after 
having  separately  declared  their  independence,  were 
united  by  a  fimdamental  law  of  the  17th  of  December, 
1819.  A  strong  Spanish  force  occupied,  at  that  time, 
certain  parts  of  the  territoiy  within  their  limits,  and 
waged  a  destructive  war.  That  force  has  since  been 
repeatedly  defeated,  and  the  whole  of  it  either  made 
prisoners  or  destroyed,  or  expelled  fix>m  the  countiy, 
¥dth  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable  portion  only, 
which  is  blockaded  in  two  fortresses.  The  prov- 
inces on  the  Pacific  have  likewise  been  veiy  successful. 
Chili  declared  independence  in  1818,  and  has  since 
enjoyed  it  undisturbed ;  and  of  late,  by  the  assistance 
of  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  revolution  has  ex- 
tended to  Peru.  Of  the  movement  in  Mexico  our 
information  is  less  authentic,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
distinctiy  understood,  that  the  new  Grovemment  has 
declared  its  independence,  and  that  there  is  now  no 
opposition  to  it  tiiere,  or  force  to  make  any.  For  the 
last  three  years  the  Government  of  Spain  has  not 
sent  a  sLngie  corps  of  troops  to  any  part  of  that  ooun- 
tzy  ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  it  will  send 
any  in  future.  Thus,  it  is  manifest,  that  all  those 
provinces  are  not  only  in  the  full  eigoyment  of  their 
independence,  but,  considering  the  state  of  the  war 
and  other  circumstances,  that  there  is  not  the  most 
remote  proapeot  of  their  being  deprived  of  it. 

When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestiy  set- 
tied,  the  new  Governments  have  a  claim  to  recogni- 
tion by  other  powers,  which  ought  not  to  be  resisted. 
Civil  wars  too  often  excite  feelings  which  the  |>arties 
cannot  controL  The  opinion  entertained  by  other 
powers  as  to  the  result,  may  assuage  those  feelings 
and  promote  an  accommodation  between  them  useful 
and  honorable  to  both.  The  delay  which  has  been 
observed  in  making  a  decision  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, will,  it  Ib  presumed,  have  aSbrded  an  uneqmvo- 
cal  proof  to  Spain,  as  it  must  have  done  to  other  pow- 
ers, of  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the  United 
States  for  her  rights,  and  of  their  determination  not 
to  interfere  with  them.  The  provinces  belonging  to 
this  hemisphere  are  our  neighbors,  and  have,  succes- 
sively, as  each  portion  of  the  country  acquired  its 
independence,  pressed  their  recognition  bv  an  app^ 
to  facts  not  to  be  contested,  and  which  they  thought 
gave  them  a  just  titie  to  it.  To  motives  of  interest 
this  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed  all  pre- 
tension, being  resolved  to  take  no  part  in  the  contro- 
versy, or  other  measure  in  regard  to  it,  which  should 
not  merit  the  sanction  of  the  civilized  world.  To 
other  claims  a  just  sensibility  has  been  always  felt, 
and  frankly  acknowledged,  but  they,  in  themselves, 
could  never  become  an  adequate  cause  of  action.  It 
was  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  look  to  every 
important  fact  and  circumstance  on  which  a  sound 
opinion  could  be  fonned,  which  has  been  done. 
When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length  of  time  which 
this  war  has  been  prosecuted,  the  complete  success 
which  has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  provinces,  the 
present  condition  of  the  parties,  and  tiie  utter  ina- 
bility of  Spain  to  produce  any  change  in  it,  we  are 
compelled  to  conclude  that  its  fate  is  settied,  and  that 
the  provinces  which  have  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to  be  re- 
cognized. 


Of  tiie  views  of  tiie  Spanish  Govenmient  on  this 
subject,  no  particular  information  has  been  recentiy 
received.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the  sooceasfiil 
progress  of  the  revolution,  through  such  a  long  series 
of  years,  gaining  strength,  and  extending  annually  in 
every  direction,  and  embracing,  by  the  late  impor- 
tant events,  with  littie  exception,  all  the  dominions 
of  Spain  south  of  the  United  States,  on  this  ocmtinen^ 
placing  thereby  the  complete  sovereignty  over  the 
whole  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  reconcile  the 
parent  country  to  an  accommodation  with  them,  on 
the  basis  of  their  unqualified  independence.  Nor  has 
any  authentic  infonnation  been  recently  received  of 
the  dispodtion  of  other  powers  respecting  it  A  sin- 
cere desire  has  been  cherished  to  act  in  concert  with 
them  in  the  proposed  recognition,  of  which  several 
were  some  time  past  duly  apprised,  but  it  was  muder- 
stood  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  it.  The  im- 
mense apace  between  those  powers,  even  those  whidi 
border  on  the  Atiantic,  and  these  provinces,  makes 
the  movement  an  affair  of  less  interest  and  excite- 
ment to  them  than  to  us.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  they  have  been  less  attentive  to  its  progress 
than  we  have  been.  It  may  be  presumed,  however, 
that  the  late  events  will  dispel  all  doubt  of  the 
result. 

In  propoong  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  change  thereby,  in  the  slightest  manner,  our 
fiiendly  relations  with  either  of  the  parties,  but  to 
observe,  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  should  the  war 
be  continued,  the  most  perfect  neutralitry  between 
them.  Of  tiiis  friendly  disposition,  an  assurance  win 
be  given  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  to  whom  it  is 
presumed  it  will  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  satisfactory. 
The  measure  is  proposed,  under  a  thorough  oonvio- 
tion  tiiat  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  n^ 
tions ;  that  it  Ib  just  and  right  as  to  the  parties ;  and 
that  the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  statioo  and 
character  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential 
interests  to  adopt  it.  Should  Congress  concur  in  the 
view  herein  presented,  they  will  doubtiess  see  the 
propriety  of  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
carrying  it  into  effect 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHDiaTOV,  Manh  8, 1622. 

[Accompanying  the  Message  of  the  Pteadent 
of  the  United  States  was  the  following  report:] 

DEPABTXKlfT  OF  StATS, 

WAflBXHtiTON,  March  7,  1822. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  relenred 
the  resolution  of  tiie  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
20th  of  January  last,  requesting  tiie  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lay  before  that  House  such  commii- 
nications  as  might  be  in  the  nossession  of  the  Execu- 
tive from  the  agent  of  the  united  States,  with  the 
Governments  soutii  of  the  United  States  which  have 
declared  their  independence;  and  the  communica- 
tions from  the  agents  of  such  Governments  in  the 
United  States,  wi£  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  tend 
to  show  the  political  condition  of  their  Governments^ 
and  the  state  of  war  between  them  and  Spain,  as  it 
might  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  com- 
municate, has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  Presi- 
dent the  papers  required  by  that  resolution. 

The  communications  from  the  agents  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  only  those  most  recently  received,  and 
exhibiting  their  views  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
sevend  South  American  revolutionaiy  Govenuaents. 
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No  oommmiicatioD  hss  yet  been  reoeiTed  from  Mr. 
Fnvogt  atnce  hk  airiiral  at  Lima. 

There  has  been  hitherto  no  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico ;  bat  among  the  papers  herewith 
sobmitted  is  a  letter  recently  received  from  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  some  years  re- 
siding there,  contaiubg  the  best  information  in  pos- 
session of  the  Goremment,  concerning  the  late  revo- 
lntion  in  that  country,  and  specially  of  the  character 
embraced  by  the  resolution  of  ^e  House. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

To  the  PsESiDEHT  of  the  United  States, 

'Mr.  CoKDiOT  moved  to  refer  the  Message, 
and  documents  accompanying  it,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Rhea  preferred  that  they  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Gonunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  JosKBy  and  Mr.  Lowndcs,  preferred 
that  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  as  the  course  most 
conformable  to  custom,  and  in  itself  the  most 
proper.  The  first  named  of  these  gentlemen 
espreesed  his  ^reat  satisfaction  in  having  re- 
ceived such  a  Message,  and  his  regret  that  it 
bad  not  been  sent  earlier. 

The  question  to  refer  the  papers  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  negatived ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Co^unittee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

On  the  question  to  print  the  documents,  Mr. 
Cook  supported  that  motion.  The  papera,  he 
said,  had  a  cloee  bearing  on  the  subject,  and 
were  from  official  sources.  Kot  having  himself 
that  intuitive  knowledge  of  the  subject  which 
some  gentiemen  seemed  to  possess,  he  wished 
these  documents  to  be  printed,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  both  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  The  question  was  stated 
on  printing  five  thousand  copies  of  the  Message 
— ^when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatloe,  (at  six 
o^dock  nearly,)  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  March  9. 
National  Medale. 

Mr.  PoiNBBTT,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report : 

<•  The  Committee  on  tiie  library  of  Cougress,  to 
which  was  referred  a  letter  from  Bir.  Geoige  W. 
Erriiig,  amionncing  that  he  had  transmitted  to  the 
Speaker  <^  this  House  a  collection  of  medals,  coined 
in  commemoration  of  some  of  the  most  important 
military  successes  of  France,  under  its  republican 
Government,  and  under  that  of  Napoleon ;  as  well  as 
those  marking  less  important  epochs  in  the  history 
of  that  empire,  together  with  the  only  medals  coined 
in  that  coontzy  relating  to  the  events  of  our  Revolu- 
tion, and  reqnesting,  through  him,  to  present  this 
coUectioa  to  the  Libraiy  of  Congress,  have  agreed  to 
report: 

'*  That,  from  a  letter  addressed  to  the  honorable 
llir.  Dickerson,  of  the  Senate,  by  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  it  appears  that  the  medals  were 
shipped  at  Havre,  on  board  the  brig  Factor,  in  the 


Summer  of  1810,  bound  to  New  Yoik,  which  vessel 
has  not  since  been  heard  o^  and  is  supposed  to  have 
foundered  at  sea. 

*'The  loss  of  this  very  valuable  collection  of 
medals  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  dies  from  which  they  were  struck 
have  been  since  destroyed,  and  these  medals  axe  now, 
therefore,  extremely  rare  and  costly. 

**  The  committee  recommend  that  they  be  author- 
iced  to  purchase,  for  the  Library,  the  medals  struck 
in  France  relating  to  the  events  of  our  Revolution, 
and  which  may  still  be  bought  at  the  Mint,  in  Paris. 

"  The  practice,  so  general  in  Europe,  of  multiply- 
ing medals  struck  in  commemoration  of  great  events, 
and  of  important  epochs  in  the  annals  of  a  nation, 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  oonunittee,  to  be  adopt- 
ed in  this  country.  This  would  enable  the  publio 
libraries  and  individuals  throughout  the  United 
States  to  acquire  all  the  medals  which  have  been 
struck  in  commemoration  of  events  of  our  Revolu- 
tion, and  of  our  late  naval  and  military  successes. 
They,  therefore,  reconmiend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution : 

Reeoived  by  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  Representor 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Conffress  as- 
sembledf  That  the  Director  of  the  Mint  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  instructed  to  cause  a  reasonable  number  of 
the  medals  commemorative  of  important  events  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  to  be  coined,  at  such 
times  as  shall  not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  the  Mint,  and  to  be  sold  at  a  price  adequate 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  coining.'* 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  lilonday 
next 


Monday,  March  11. 
Report  on  Weights  and  Measures, 
Mr.  LowNDKs,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  weights  and  measures,  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  committed  to  a 
Oonunittee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  resolutions : 

The  conmiittee  to  whom  has  been  referred  '*  the 
report  on  weights  and  measures,*'  made  by  the 
Secretazy  of  State,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1821, 
report: 

That  BO  comprehensive  a  view  has  been  given,  in 
the  documents  referred  to  them,  of  the  origin  and 
history  of  the  measures  and  weights  now  in  use  in 
the  United  States,  and  so  full  an  examination  of  the 
different  proposals  which  have  been  made  for  tlieir 
improvement)  that  they  deem  it  scarcely  neceseaiy 
to  do  more  than  to  submit  the  resolutions  which 
they  think  it  expedient  that  Congress  should  pass  at 
this  time.  Their  object  is  only  to  ^*  render  uniform 
and  stable  the  measures  and  weights  which  we  at 
present  possess.** 

To  effect  this,  they  propose  that  the  President 
shall  cause  application  to  be  made  to  the  English 
Government  to  allow  models  of  the  yard,  the  Win- 
chester bushel,  wine,  gallon,  and  pound,  (avoirdu- 
pois,) to  be  procured  from  its  offices.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  easy  and  perfect  comparison,  it  may  be  as 
well  that  the  yard  should  be  traced  upon  the  rod  of 
platina  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  of  State, 
on  which  is  traced  the  French  metre.     These  models 
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shonld  be  made  with  the  ntcQost  accuracy  which  the 
art  and  gcience  of  England  can  give,  and,  if  sadsfao- 
tory  to  Congress^  should  he  declared  the  standard 
yard,  bushel,  liquid  urallon,  and  pound,  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
tile  material  of  which  the  standards  shall  be  formed. 
The  committee  will  not  detain  the  House  by  a  full 
exposition  of  the  reasons  which  led  them  to  conclnde, 
that,  at  least,  the  standards  of  length  and  weight 
shonld  be  of  platina,  as  the  material  on  which  time 
is  found  to  produce  the  smallest  change.  The  Secre- 
taiy  of  State,  who  adopts  an  opposite  opinion,  has 
said  that  *'  the  very  extraordinary  properties  of 
platina,  its  unequalled  specific  gravity,  its  infnsibility, 
its  durability,  its  powers  of  resistance  against  all'tbe 
ordinary  agents  of  destruction  and  change,  give  it 
advantages  and  claims  to  employment  as  a  primary 
standard  for  weights  and  measures  and  coins,  to 
which  no  other  substance  in  nature  has  equal  pre- 
tensions. Should  the  fortunate  period  arrive  when 
the  improvement  in  the  moral  and  political  condition 
of  man  will  admit  of  the  introduction  of  one  univer- 
sal standard  for  the  use  of  all  mankind,  it  is  hoped 
and  believpd,  that  the  platina  metre  will  be  that 
standard."  But,  if  the  immutability  of  platina  re- 
commend it  so  strongly  as  a  standard  for  all  nations 
and  all  time,  it  can  hardly  be  amiss  to  adopt  it  for 
the  interval  which  may  elapse  before  the  universal 
adoption  of  a  national  standard.  This  interval  the 
Secretary  and  the  oommittee  may  be  willing  to 
shorten,  but  it  seems  likely  to  last  as  long  as  diversi- 
ties of  laws  and  language  among  men.  If  the 
standard  pound  shall  be  of  platina,  it  must,  of  course, 
be  made  equiponderant  with  the  English  pound  in 
vacuo,  and  the  same  means  must  be  used  in  making 
the  models  of  weight  which  are  intended  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  States.  The  standards  of  measures 
of  capacity  must,  probably,  be  of  copper  or  brass,  and 
the  careftd  preservation  of  all  the  standards  may  be 
provided  for  in  the  law  which  shall  establish  them. 
The  oommittee  think  it  best  that  they  should  be  kept 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  used  only  to  verify 
the  models  which  may  be  issued  under  the  authority 
of  Government. 

The  committee  believe  that,  by  distributing  accu- 
rate copies  of  these  standards  among  the  States,  the 
present  inequality  of  weights  and  measures  will  be  so 
far  removed  as  to  leave  little  practical  inconvenience 
in  that  regard.  They  propose  that  the  President 
shall  cause  to  be  procured  such  a  number  of  copies 
or  models  of  these  standards  of  weight  and  measure 
(with  their  most  convenient  multiples  and  divisions) 
as  may  be  necessarr  to  allow  one  model  of  each 
standard  to  be  lodged  with  the  derk  of  each  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  one  to  be  given  to 
each  State  and  Territory,  to  be  disposed  of  as  its 
Legislature  may  direct.  The  most  convenient  ma- 
terial for  those  copies  will  probably  be  copper  or 
brass,  but  the  determination  of  this  question  may 
best  be  referred  to  the  authority  which  shaU  procure 
them. 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  obligation  will  be  re- 
quired to  enforce,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  the  use  of  weights  and 
measures  conformed  to  the  standards  established  by 
law,  than  that  which  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  depend- 
ence upon  the  Government  for  their  continuance  in 
office  must  produce.  The  committee  think  it  best, 
that  Congress,  after  providing  the  standards  of 
weights  and  measures,  and  funushing  models  of  them 


to  every  State,  should  leave  it  to  the  laws  of  IIm 
several  States  to  enforce  their  use  by  persons  who 
are  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
custom-house  and  land  offices,  the  measures  and 
weights  may  be  provided  from  the  same  funds,  and 
under  the  same  authority,  which  have  been  hitherto 
employed.  The  committee  suppose  it  necessary  only 
to  provide  for  such  a  distribution  of  models  as  may 
make  it  easy  to  verify  the  weights  and  measures 
which  may  be  used  either  by  public  officers,  or  in 
private  transactions.  It  was  proposed  by  a  former 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  a  re- 
port made  in  January,  1819,  that  the  relations  be- 
tween the  different  standards  should  be  accurately 
ascertained  and  declared  in  the  law  which  shonld  es- 
tablish them. 

It  was  observed,  that  *'  the  determination  of  the 
proportions  between  lineal  measures  and  measures 
of  capacity,  and  between  both  these  and  weights^ 
may  have  some  effect  in  enabling  us  to  detect,  with- 
out too  difficult  a  process,  the  defects  of  measures  of 
capacity,  and  possibly  of  weights  in  common  use. 
For  this  purpose  it  would  perhaps  be  convenient  to 
establish,  not  merely  the  cubical  contents  of  tha 
common  measures  of  capacity,  but  to  fix  determinate 
forms  for  all  these,  and  dimensions  whose  correctness 
might  be  ascertained  by  the  common  measures  of 
length.**  But  the  relations  between  the  standards 
cannot  be  ascertained  with  that  absolute  certaintj 
which  should  be  exacted  in  a  law  fixing  permanent 
standards.  The  calculation  of  the  dimensions  of 
vessels  of  capacity  is  found,  even  by  the  most  practi- 
cal artists,  to  be  so  uncertain,  that  they  rely  entire- 
ly upon  the  trials  by  the  weight  of  water  wUch  they 
contain.  It  is  of  some  importance,  that  the  forma 
of  measures  of  capacity,  which  are  used  in  com- 
merce, should  be  left  to  d^>end  upon  the  material,  or 
the  art  which  it  is  found  most  convenient  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  our  country  to  employ.  And,  in  fine, 
those  relations  and  dimensions  which  it  is  useful  to 
know,  will  be  ascertained  by  philosophical  inquiry, 
and  published  in  books  of  easy  reference.  Indeed, 
they  have  been  so. 

The  committee  have  proposed  to  establish  but  one 
standard  of  weight.  It  will  be  necessary  that  accu- 
rate models  of  the  grain  and  its  usual  multiplea, 
should  be  provided  to  verify  the  weights  which  ars 
used  for  the  precious  metals  and  for  medicine.  The 
law  which  shall  establish  the  standard  pound,  may 
declare  the  gnun  to  be  the  seven  thousandth  part  of 
the  pound,  as  frequent  and  careM  examination  has 
shown  it  to  be. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions; 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  Rqpretentativta 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  w  Congress  assembUdf 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
(if  tiie  consent  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britun 
shall  be  ^ven  thereto)  to  cause  to  be  traced  on  a  rod 
of  platina,  the  yard  of  the  year  1601,  which  is  kept 
in  the  British  Exchequer;  to  cause  to  be  made  of 
platina  a  pound,  of  the  weight  in  vacuo  of  the  English 
avoirdupois  pound;  and  that  he  also  cause  to  be 
made,  of  whatsoever  material  he  shall  deem  best  for 
standards  of  those  measures,  a  vessel  of  the  same  ca- 
paci^  as  the  standard  Winchester  bushel,  and  also  a 
vessel  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  standard  wine  gal- 
lon of  England. 

Jtesolvedt  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  made,  for  distribution  among  the  States  and 
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Teiritoriei,  and  for  the  puipoee  of  yerifying  the 
"weights  and  measares  used  therein,  models  of  the 
yazd,  on  which  shall  he  traced  its  divisions  of  feet 
and  inches ;  models  of  the  hoshel,  half-hnshel,  qnar- 
ter-hnshel,  or  peck,  thirtj-second  part  of  a  hnshel  or 
quart ;  models  of  the  wine  gallon,  of  the  wine  quart 
and  pint ;  models  of  the  pound,  half-pound,  quarter- 
pound,  of  the  sixteenth  of  a  pound  or  ounce ;  of  the 
seven  thousandth  part  of  a  pound  or  grain ;  models 
of  the  pennyweight  or  twenty-four  grains,  of  the 
semple  or  twenty  grains ;  and,  of  the  apothecaries' 
dram  or  sixty  grains ;  models  of  tl^e  weight  of  twelve 
and  a  half  pounds,  of  twenty-five  pounds,  of  fifty 
pounds,  and  of  one  hundred  pounds;  that  these 
models  of  weight  and  measore  he  formed  with  the 
utmost  practical  exactness  from  the  weight  and 
measures  procured  xmder  the  authority  of  the  fore- 
going resolution,  and  that  the  number  to  be  procured 
of  each  model  shaU  not  exceed . 


TuBBDAY,  March  12. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  Shephsn  Van  Renssblakb,  elected 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qnalified,  and 
took  his  seat 

The  Spkakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Stbphsn  Van  Rsnssb- 
LASR,  as  one  of  the  R^resentatives  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Hemp  and  Flax  Machine, 
Mr.  BuTLKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petition 
of  Anthony  Dey  and  Jumes  McDonald,  praying 
for  encouragement  by  Congress  of  their  in- 
vention for  the  breaking  and  dressing  flax 
and  hemp,  &c.,  recommending  a  reference  of 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  a  view  to  an  examination  on  the  bearing 
of  the  patent  laws ;  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James 
McDonald,  report :  The  petition  oUeges,  that  the  said 
McDonald,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Dey,  has  in- 
vented and  constructed  a  new  and  useful  machine  for 
breaking  and  cleaning  of  hemp  and  fiax,  in  an  unrot- 
ted  state,  and  that  the  said  Dey  has  discovered  the 
means  by  which  hemp  and  flax,  after  being  cleaned  in 
an  uniotted  state  in  their  machine,  may  be  bleached 
by  a  process  hitherto  unknown;  that  they  believe 
their  method  of  dressing  hemp  and  flax  is  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
conntiy,  and,  therefore,  ask  an  extension  of  the  ex- 
chisive  right  to  make,  construct,  use,  and  vend,  to 
others  to  be  used,  the  said  invention  and  discov- 

From  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  petitioners,  it 
appears  that  they  have  invented  a  machine  for  break- 
ing and  cleaning  hemp  and  flax,  in  au  unrotted  state, 
which  is  dififerent  in  its  principles  and  construction 
from  any  mi^hine  that  ever  has  been  used  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  the  said  Dey  has  also  discovered  a 
pcooeas,  never  before  used,  for  bleaching  hemp  and  I 


flax  after  it  has  been  dressed  in  an  unrotted  state. 
And,  also,  it  appears  by  the  certificates  of  respectable 
gentiemen,  who  have  witnessed  the  operation  of  the 
machine,  that  it  will,  by  the  power  of  one  horse,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  man  and  three  boys,  separate 
the  integument  and  wood  from  the  fibrous  part  of  the 
hemp  and  flax  plants,  and  clean  the  same,  at  the  rate 
of  one  pound  in  a  fraction  of  time  over  a  minute,  fit 
for  bleaching. 

The  petitioners  further  assure  us,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  one  machine  by  horse  power,  with  the  at- 
tendance of  one  man  and  three  b^vs,  from  1,600  to 
2,000  pounds  of  unrotted  hemp  or  flax  may  be  clean- 
ed in  a  day,  yielding  from  400  to  500  pounds  after 
it  is  bleached ;  and  that,  by  the  addition  of  another 
machine,  which  can  be  moved  by  the  same  horso, 
with  the  addition  of  one  man  and  one  boy  more, 
from  800  to  1,000  pounds  may  be  cleaned  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  five  dollars.  And  the  committee 
are  informed  by  Mr.  Dey  that  one  man  can  bleach 
850  pounds  of  hemp  or  flax,  after  it  has  been  cleaned 
by  their  machine  in  a  day,  at  an  expense  of  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy-five  cents  for  the  article  which  he 
uses  in  the  process. 

From  these  calculations,  it  appears  that  any  quan- 
tity of  xmrotted  hemp  or  flax  taken  from  the  field, 
where  it  is  raised,  may  be  broke,  cleaned,  and 
bleached,  at  a  rate  of  less  than  two  cents  per  pound, 
delivered  in  a  bleached  state ;  and,  allowing  one  cent 
per  pound  for  the  plant,  as  it  comes  from  the  field, 
the  whole  cost,  (except  for  the  wear  of  the  machines,) 
in  growing  this  valuable  plant,  and  breaking,  clean- 
ing, and  bleaching  it,  will  be  less  than  six  cents  per 
pound.  The  committee  are  not  informed  what  the 
cost  of  hatchelling  or  combing  it,  (which  is  done  afW 
it  is  bleached,)  and  preparing  it  for  the  manufacturer, 
would  be,  but  presume  it  will  not  exceed  two  cents 
per  pound.  If  the  information  the  committee  have 
received,  and  their  calculations,  are  correct,  either 
hemp  or  flax  may  be  raised,  dressed,  and  prepared 
for  the  best  manufacture,  at  an  expense  of  eight 
cents,  and  not  exceeding,  in  any  case,  ten  cents  per 
pound. 

By  the  experiments  of  the  petitioners,  and  others, 
it  is  found  tiiat  flax,  dressed  and  hatchelled  in  tho 
ordinary  way,  after  it  has  been  dew-rotted,  yields 
nine  pounds  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  plant 
which  has  been  rotted,  being  sixteen  pounds  less  than 
is  produced  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  unrotted  flax, 
cleaned  and  bleached  by  the  method  which  the  peti- 
tioners have  discovered.  But  no  experiments  have 
yet  been  made  to  determine  the  difference  in  the 
weight  of  the  plant,  before  and  after  it  is  rotted ; 
therefore,  it  cannot  now  be  ascertained  how  much 
will  be  saved,  in  quantity,  by  this  method  of  breaking 
and  cleaning  it  before  it  is  rotted.  It  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  doubted,  that  the  common  process  of  rotting 
flax,  especially  by  dew,  destroys  or  injures  many  of 
its  fibres,  and,  of  course,  the  quality,  as  well  as  the 
quantity,  must  be,  in  some  degree,  diminished. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  machine,  and 
have  seen  it  operate,  and  believe  it  \n\l  prove  one  of 
the  most  important  and  valuable  discoveries.  The 
committee  have,  also,  examined  the  hemp  and  flax 
which  has  been  bleached  in  this  new  method  and 
hatchelled,  and  find  that  the  colored  matter  and 
harshness  of  the  fibres  are  removed,  and  that  the  flax 
is  rendered  very  white,  and  as  soft  and  fine  as  silk. 
This  method  of  bleaching  hemp  and  flax,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  be  of  great  value  to  the  grower  and  man- 
Q&otarer  of  these  plants. 
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CoDsideiiDg  hemp  and  flax  among  the  moat  Talna- 
hle  plants  which  can  be  cultivated  in  this  conntiy, 
and  believing  there  ia  an  abundance  of  soil  in  eveiy 
State  in  the  Union  which  is  well  adapted  to  their  cul- 
ture and  growth,  the  committee  are  highly  pleased 
with  the  invention  and  discovery  of  the  petitioners. 
If  hemp  and  flax  can  be  raised  in  this  country  as 
easily  aud  as  cheap  as  in  any  other,  and  these  inven- 
tions should  prove  as  valuable  as  the  committee  be- 
lieve thev  may,  the  cultivation  of  these  plants  will 
engage  the  attention  of  a  laige  portion  of  the  agri- 
culturists, and  become  excee&ngly  important  to  the 
United  States.  It  may  be  seen  by  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  quantity  aAd 
value  of  merchandise  imported,  that,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  dOth  of  September,  1821,  86,192  cwt. 
of  hemp,  valued  at  $510,489,  (being  about  $120  per 
ton ;)  hempen  goods,  of  the  value  of  $226,174:  duck 
and  sheeting,  of  the  value  of  $894,276 ;  cordage,  of 
the  value  of  $107,868 ;  and  linens,  bleached  and  un- 
bleached, of  the  value  of  $2,664,169,  were  imported 
into  this  countzy,  amounting  to  $4,802,968,  and  that 
the  whole  value  of  the  exports  of  domestio  and  foreign 
produce  of  the  same  kind,  amounted  only  to  $822,976, 
leaving  the  value  of  $8,479,187  in  the  merchandise 
produced  from  the  hemp  and  flax  plants  to  be  con- 
sumed in  this  country. 

As  the  petitioners  desire  an  extension  of  time,  and 
further  protectbn  than  is  secured  by  the  patent  law 
m  its  present  form,  and  as  it  is  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaty  to  report  any  re- 
vioon  or  amendment  of  that  law  which  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  your  oonmiittee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Anthony  Dey  and  James  McDonald,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciaxy. 

Banhrapt  BiUy  amended  m  as  to  include  all 
Persons^  wTiether  Traders^  or  not ;  arid  the 
Question  "being  upon  Ordering  the  Bill  to  he 
Engrossed  for  a  Third  Beading^ 
Mr.  BuGHANAN,  of  Pennsylyania,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  Before  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  tibe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had 
obtained  the  sanction  of  this  House,  the  ques- 
tion whetiier  the  bill  should  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  one  of  very  great  impor- 
tance. That  question  has,  however,  dwindled 
into  insignificance,  compared  with  the  one  at 
present  under  consideration.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  decide  the  fate  of  a  measure  of 
awful  importance.  The  most  dreadful  respon- 
sibility rests  upon  us.  We  are  not  now  to  de- 
termine, merely,  whether  a  bankrupt  law  shall 
be  extended  to  the  trading  classes  of  the  com- 
munity; but  whether  it  shall  embrace  every 
citizen  of  this  Union,  and  spread  its  demoraliz- 
ing influence  over  the  whole  surface  of  society. 
The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  to- 
day, makes  it  my  imperative  duty,  even  at  this 
protracted  period  of  the  debate,  to  trespass 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House.  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  of  representing  an  honest,  a 
wealthy,  and  a  respectable  agricultural  commu- 


nity. I  owe  it  to  them,  to  my  conscience,  and 
to  my  God,  not  to  suffer  this  bill  to  pasa,  which 
I  conceive  to  be  now  fraught  with  destmcdoii 
to  their  best  interests,  both  moral  and  political, 
without  entering  my  solemn  protest  against  its 
provisions. 

We  have  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over 
again,  by  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  bill,  that  it 
should  be  confined  to  the  mercantile  classes. 
One  of  the  principal  arguments  urged  in  its 
favor,  by  its  eloquent  supporters,  was^  that 
merchants,  from  the  nature  of  their  pursuits^ 
were  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune 
more  than  other  men ;  and  that  therefore  their 
situation  required  a  peculiar  system  of  laws. 
That,  in  this  country,  their  fortunes  had  not 
only  been  exposed  to  the  dangers  commonly 
incident  to  their  profession ;  but,  that  the  com- 
mercial regulations  of  the  Government,  the  em- 
bargo, the  non-intercourse  laws,  and  finally  the 
war,  had  brought  ruin  upon  thousanda.  It 
was,  therefbre,  inferred,  XhsX  Congress  were 
under  a  moral  obligation  to  pass  a  bankrupt 
law  for  their  relief. 

The  policy  of  aU  the  modem  commercial  na- 
tions in  the  world,  was  presented  before  us  f<Nr 
our  imitation.  England,  France,  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, HoUand,  and  Spain,  we  had  been  told, 
each  extended  a  bankrupt  law  to  the  merchant, 
and  absolved  him  from  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  upon  certain  conditions.  Indeed,  a  great 
portion  of  the  argument  consisted  in  drawing  a 
line  of  distinction  between  traders  and  the  re- 
maining clasess  of  society. 

Judge  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  my  astonish- 
ment, when  to-day  I  found  those  very  gentle- 
men voting  in  favor  of  introducing  an  amend- 
ment, extendine  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to 
every  individutd  in  society,  who  might  ask  to 
become  its  object. 

Will  you  pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  the  fiftrmer? 
WiU  you  teach  that  vast  body  of  your  best  citi- 
zens to  disregard  the  faith  of  contracts?  Are 
you  prepared  to  sanction  a  principle  by  which 
the  whole  mass  of  society  will  be  in  danger  of 
being  demoralized,  and  it  will  be  left  to  an  elec- 
tion by  every  man's  creditors,  in  which  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  in  number  and  valn& 
against  the  consent  of  the  remainder,  shall 
have  the  power  of  discharging  him  from  the 
obligation  of  ail  his  contracts?  Surely  the 
House  of  B:epresentatives  are  not  prepared  to 
answer  these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  No 
nation  in  the  world,  whether  commercial  or 
agricultural,  whether  civilized  or  savage,  has 
ever  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of  ex- 
tending the  operation  of  their  bankrupt  lawa 
beyond  the  class  of  traders.  Fortunately  for 
our  constituents,  we  have  not  the  power  of  do- 
ing so.  The  constitution,  correctly  expounded, 
has  proclaimed,  "  hitherto  shalt  thou  go,  but  no 
farther."  Nothing  but  a  desperate  eflTort  to  re- 
vive this  expiring  bill,  could  ever  have  induced 
its  friends  to  have  adopted  the  amendment  which 
has  just  now  been  carried. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  I  can  aa- 
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sure  the  House,  it  is  not  mj  intention  to  travel 
over  the  gronnd  which  has  been  already  occu- 
pied, or  to  repeat  the  arg^nments  whidi  have 
been  ahready  niged. 

The  sabject  natoraUj  divides  itself  into  two 
qaestions — ^the  one  of  constitutional  power,  the 
other  of  x>olicj.  On  the  first,  as  the  bill  stood 
before  the  introduction  of  the  last  amendment, 
I  had  not  a  single  doubt.  Much  as  I  woula 
have  deprecated  the  passage  of  the  then  bill,  I 
^ould  have  been  infinitely  more  alarmed  if  this 
House  had  determined  tiLat  the  enactment  of 
such  a  law  transcended  the  constitutional  power 
of  GongresSb  Upon  this  branch  of  the  sul^ect, 
the  ingenious  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  not  created  a  doubt  in  my  mind. 
Where  doubts  before  did  exist,  the  argument 
of  tlie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowHDES,)  and  of  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
SBBGKAirr,)  were,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  en- 
tirely to  remove  them,  and  to  carry  conyiotion 
to  every  understanding. 

A  new  question  of  constitutional  power  has 
now  arisen  on  the  amendment.  The  constitu- 
tion declares  that  "the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject 
of  b^ikruptcies  throughout  the  United  States." 
To  this  provision  I  am  willing  to  give  a  fair  and 
a  liberal  construction.  Congress  have  the  pow- 
er to  discliarge  from  their  debts,  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  bill,  all  persons  upon  whom  a 
law  emanating  from  this  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, may  l^itimately  act  But  can  Congress 
make  a  law  extending  the  penalties  and  the 
privileges  of  a  bankrupt  system  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  society?  Can  they  embrace  in  its 
provisions  the  farmer,  the  clergyman,  the  phy- 
siciaa,  or  the  lawyer?  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  seriously  contended  for  before  this  day. 

By  considering  the  meaning  of  the  term 
banirupty  we  shiul  be  able  at  once  to  solve  the 
difScolty.  In  adverting  to  its  origin,  we  find 
the  literal  signification  of  the  word  to  be  a  bro- 
ken counter;  which,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  has 
been  applied  in  our  language  to  a  broken  mer- 
chant. In  the  commercial  laws  of  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  continent  of  Europe,  bankruptcy  is 
confined  to  merchants,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  word.  The  operation  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
of  England  has  been  extended,  by  judicial  con- 
struction, somewhat  further;  and  they  now 
embrace  vnthin  their  grasp  not  only  the  mer- 
chant, properly  so  called,  but  all  persons  who 
are  traders,  and  are  concerned  in  buying  and 
selling  any  kind  of  merchandise,  unless  they 
have  been  expressly  excepted  by  some  positive 
l^^lative  provision.  This  exposition  of  the 
law  extends  not  only  to  those  who  sell  any 
commodity  in  the  same  State  in  which  they  pur- 
chased it,  but  also  to  the  manufacturer  and  the 
mechanic  who  bestow  upon  it  their  favor  and 
their  skUl,  and  thus  render  it  more  valuable. 
The  bill,  as  it  formerly  stood,  confined  itself  strict- 
ly within  this  range.  Indeed,  it  was  more  circum- 
scribed as  to  the  persons  on  whom  it  would  have 
<^rated  than  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England. 


I  am  willing  then  to  expound  the  power  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject  literally.  In  con- 
struing the  constitution.  Congress  ought  not  to 
be  fettered  by  nice  technic^  rules.  I  admit 
that  they  have  the  power,  whenever  they  think 
proper  to  call  it  into  exercise,  of  establishing  a 
system  of  bankruptcy  which  shall  embrace  all 
persons  who  have  ever  been  embraced,  even  by 
the  bankrupt  laws  of  England.  Furtiier  tliuu 
this  they  cannot  proceed,  without  extending  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  word  Ixmhruptcy  as  it  has 
been  received  by  every  commercial  nation  of 
Europe,  and  violatmg  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution. 

In  making  this  admission,  I  am  sensible  that 
many  may  suppose  I  am  giving  a  latitude  of 
construction  to  the  instrument  which  is  not 
warranted  by  its  spirit.  The  authority  "to  es- 
tablish uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies throughout  the  United  States,"  is  con- 
tained in  a  clause  of  the  constitution  which  im- 
mediately follows  that  "to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  The  pow-: 
er  over  bankruptcy  evidently  originated  from, 
and  is  closely  connected  with,  that  over  com- 
merce. This  conmierce,  which  Congress  has 
the  power  of  regulating,  is  chiefly,  if  not  excln- 
sively,  conducted  by  merchants  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  principally  by  that  class 
of  them  denominated  importers.  They  are  the 
men  most  exposed  to  the  vicissitude  of  trade, 
and  on  that  account  are  more  properly  the  ob- 
jects of  such  a  law  than  people  of  any  other 
description.  It  might,  therefore,  with  much 
plausibility  be  contended  that  the  power  of 
Congress  over  bankruptcy  is  confined  to  that 
description  of  merchants. 

Another  argument,  which  would  give  addi- 
tional strength  to  this  construction,  arises  from 
tiie  general  spirit  of  the  federal  institutions. 
They  do  not  propose  to  embrace  the  internal 
policy  of  the  States.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
federal  courts  is  confined  by  the  constitution 
to  controversies  between  citizens  of  different 
States,  and  between  foreigners  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  To  such  suits  the  mer- 
chants who  carry  on  the  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  different  States, 
are  most  generally  parties. 

The  object  which  'l  have  in  view  in  using 
these  arguments,  is  not  to  prove  that  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  is  confined  to 
such  merchants;  but  to  show  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  nature  and  the  spirit  of  our  Government 
to  extend  it  to  aU  classes  of  people  in  the  com- 
munity. The  bill  as  it  stood  before  the  amend- 
ment, went  quite  far  enough.  It  would  even  then 
have  brought  the  operation  of  the  law  and  the  ju< 
risdiction  of  the  federal  courts  into  the  bosom  of 
every  community.  The  bilL  however,  as  it  now 
stands,  if  it  should  pass,  willentirely  destroy  the 
symmetry  of  our  system,  and  make  those  courts 
the  arbiters  in  almost  every  case  of  contract  to 
which  any  member  of  society,  who  thinks 
proper  to  become  a  bankrupt,  may  be  a  party. 
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It  will  at  onoe  be,  in  a  great  degree,  a  judicial 
consolidation  of  the  Union.  This  was  never 
intended  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  Some 
of  the  terrible  evils  which  would  flow  from  such 
a  system,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  delineate,  when 
I  come  to  speak  of  the  policy  of  its  adoption. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  House 
my  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  As  it 
now  stands,  certain  classes  of  society  are  ex- 
posed to  its  adverse  operation  upon  the  commis- 
sion of  any  of  the  acts  of  bankruptcy,  described 
in  its  first  section.  Every  individual  in  the 
community,  includiug  those  embraced  by  the 
bill  previous  to  the  late  amendment,  may  be- 
come voluntary  bankrupts. 

It  will  be  necessary,  here,  briefly  to  inquire 
who  may  be  declared  bankrupts  against  their 
will.  The  adverse  operation  of  the  law  will  not 
be  confined  to  wholesale  and  retail  merchants, 
strictly  speaking,  and  to  dealers  in  exchange, 
banker&i,  brokers,  factors,  underwriters,  and 
marine  insurers.  By  the  construction  which 
has  been  placed  upon  the  words  ^^  other  person, 
actually  using  the  trade  of  merchandise,  by 
buying  and  selling,  in  gross  or  by  retail,"  not 
only  every  dealer  in  any  article,  but  every  man- 
ufacturer or  mechanic  who  purchases  any  ma- 
terial, bestows  his  skiU  and  labor  upon  it,  and 
sells  it  in  its  improved  state,  falls  within  the 
compulsory  branch  of  this  bill,  unless  expressly 
excepted  by  the  proviso  in  its  first  section.  Thus 
the  distiller  who  purchases  grain,  converts  it 
into  whiskey,  and  sells  the  whiskey,  would 
clearly  be  within  its  operation.  The  miller, 
also,  who  buys  wheat,  and  sells  it  converted  into 
flour,  may  be  declared  a  bankrupt  against  his 
will.  These  cases  are  cited  only  as  examples  to 
illustrate  the  general  rule.  Each  individual 
member  can  imagine  many  others. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  that  which  strikes  my 
mind  as  a  radical  objection  to  the  existence  of 
this  or  any  other  adversary  bankrupt  biU  in  the 
United  States.  It  arises  from  the  nature  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  is  one  that  exists  in  no 
other  country  on  the  globe.  It  springs  out  of 
the  best  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  it  cannot  be  removed  without  expunging 
them  from  the  instrument. 

In  what  manner  is  a  person  to  be  declared  a 
bankrupt  by  the  bill  now  before  the  House  ? 
On  the  petition  of  any  creditor  accompanied  by 
an  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  his  debt,  the  circuit 
or  district  judge  of  the  United  States  is  author- 
ized to  issue  a  commission  of  bankruptcy.  The 
alleged  bankrupt  may,  however,  appear  before 
the  commissioners,  deny  that  he  has  committed 
any  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  demand  a  trial  by 
a  jury  of  his  country,  before  the  judge  who  is- 
sued the  commission.  This  is  a  right  of  which 
he  cannot  be  deprived  by  the  power  of  Congress. 
In  the  emphatic  language  of  the  constitution, 
^'  he  shall  not  be  deprived  of  his  life,  his  liberty, 
or  his  property,  without  due  process  of  law." 

This  trial  before  the  circuit  or  district  judge 
may,  and  probably  will,  in  a  majority  of  oases, 
be  delayed  for  years,  before  its  final  termina-  I 


tion.  In  free  governments  we  cannot  move 
with  the  celerity  of  despotism.  During  its  pen- 
dency, what  becomes  of  the  property  of  the  al- 
leged bankrupt  ?  He  cannot  be  dispossessed  of 
it  under  the  constitution  of  the  country,  or  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  until  the  jury  shsA 
have  convicted  him  of  some  one  of  the  acts  of 
bankruptcy  described  in  its  first  section.  But 
although  it  cannot  be  wrested  from  him  until 
after  the  event,  yet  the  moment  the  oommissioa 
issues,  he,  in  effect,  loses  sQl  control  over  his  es- 
tate. The  reason  of  this  is,  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  all  intermediate  dispositions 
made  by  the  debtor  of  his  property  are  abso- 
lutely void,  should  he  finally  be  declared  a  bank- 
rupt. No  person,  therefore,  could,  with  safety, 
in  the  mean  time  enter  into  any  contract  with 
him,  or  purchase  any  part  of  his  estate.  From 
the  very  nature  of  an  adverse  bankrupt  system, 
this  must  necessarily  be  the  case.  If  it  were  not^ 
every,  man  charged  with  having  committed  an 
act  of  bankruptcy,  would  demand  a  trial  by  jury 
before  the  district  or  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States ;  so  that  during  its  pendency  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  property 
as  he  thought  proper.  This  would  be  giving  a 
legal  sanction  to  the  very  evil  whid^  the  friends 
of  the  XAMl  say  it  is  chiefiy  intended  to  remedy. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  which  the  bill 
plaees  every  man  within  its  adverse  provisions? 
Any  of  his  creditors,  or  pretended  creditors,  by 
making  an  expa/rte  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  bis 
debt,  without  even  proving  by  his  own  oath,  or 
otherwise,  any  act  of  bankruptcy  against  him, 
may  bring  upon  him  inevitable  and  overwhelm- 
ing destruction.  If  envy  or  malice  against  him 
rankles  in  the.soul  of  any  enemy  who  either  is  his 
creditor,  or  who  will  swear  that  he  is,  that  enemy 
may  wreak  his  vengeance  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
wishes,  by  having  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  is- 
sued against  him.  Tiie  commission  itself  would  be 
the  death  warrant  of  his  property,  notwithstand- 
ing his  propertv  may  have  been  sufficient  to 
discharge  his  debts,  and  he  may  have  been  guilty 
of  no  act  of  bankruptcy.  If  he  submits  to  the 
commission,  his  credit  is  gone,  and  his  power  <^ 
exertion  is  at  an  end  until  he  shall  have  obtain- 
ed his  final  discharge.  If  he  does  not,  and  de- 
mands a  trial,  he  is,  during  its  pendency,  in  the 
situation  of  Tantalus  in  the  infernal  regions. 
Although  he  may  be  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  the  means  of  extricating  him- 
self from  his  difficulties,  he  has  not  the  power  of 
using  them.  If  he  should  be  a  merchant,  bis 
counting  house  roust  be  closed,  and  hU  capital 
remain  idle  awaiting  the  result  of  a  tedious  law- 
suit. If  he  be  a  farmer  who  has  carried  on  a 
distillery,  or  who  has  been  a  miller  or  retail  mer^ 
chant,  he  cannot  dispose  of  an  acre  of  his  land 
or  any  of  his  personal  property  until  the  con- 
troversy is  determined.  "Whether  therefore  he 
submits  to  the  commission,  or  does  not,  if  he 
be  an  honest  man  he  is  exposed  to  inevitable 
ruin.  If  he  be  a  fraudulent  debtor,  the  delay  dT 
the  trial  will  afford  him  ample  time  and  oppor* 
tunity  to  secrete  his  property,  and  place  it  be* 
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yond  the  reach  of  his  creditors;  and  in  this  sit- 
xzation  he  will  hare  the  strongest  temptation 
to  be  guilty  of  fraad. 

The  bankmpt  law  of  England,  the  model  from 
which  the  present  bill  has  been  drawn,  provides 
an  effectnal  remedj  for  this  evil.  It  Is  one, 
however,  which  we  have  no  constitutional 
power  to  adopt,  and,  if  we  had,  it  would  be  re- 
pugnant to  every  feeling  of  the  hearts  of  free- 
men. In  that  country  the  bare  issuing  of  the 
commission  is  itself  equivalent  to  an  execution. 
The  debtor  is  at  once  deprived  of  the  possession 
of  all  his  property,  and  it  is  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners. Although  he  may  declare  that  he 
has  never  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
and  petition  for  a  trid,  he  petitions  in  vain.  The 
iron  hand  of  the  law  is  upon  him,  and  no  inno- 
cence can  elude  its  grasp.  In  that  country  the 
law  declares  that  **  caveats  against  commissions 
are  not  allowed,  for  they  give  too  much  time  for 
a  fraudulent  debtor."  The  proceedings  under 
it  resemble  those  of  the  judses  in  the  infernal 
regions,  who  first  condemn  and  afterwards  hear. 
They  first  deprive  a  man  of  aU  his  property  by 
Tirtne  of  the  commission,  and  after  the  evil  has 
been  done,  allow  him  to  apply  to  the  Ohancellor 
to  have  it  superseded. 

From  the  nature  of  those  Governments  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  under  whose  dominion 
bankrupt  laws  prevail,  and  from  the  peculiar 
character  of  those  laws  and  of  the  commercial 
tribunals  by  whom  they  are  administered,  the 
same  evils  do  not  exist.  I  will  not  exhaust  the 
patience  of  the  House  by  detailing  their  differ- 
ent provisions. 

It  may  be  said,  that  as  the  bill  provides  that 
the  petitioning  creditor,  before  the  commission 
can  issue,  shaQ  give  bond,  to  be  taken  by  the 
circuit  or  district  judge,  in  such  penalty  and 
with  such  surety  as  he  may  direct,  conditioned 
that  the  obligor  shall  prove  the  debtor  to  be  a 
bankmpt,  he  will  be  enabled  to  recover  dam- 
ages to  the  extent  of  any  injury  which  he  may 
sustain  in  case  the  condition  of  the  bond  should 
be  violated. 

This  remedy,  from  its  nature,  could  be  no 
compensation  for  the  injury  sustained.  To  in- 
form a  man,  after  he  had  been  arrested  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  business  by  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy; after  his  prospects  in  life  had  been 
blasted ;  after  his  credit  had  been  destroyed ; 
and  after  he  had  been  pursued  for  years  in  a 
course  of  litigation,  which  had  terminated  in 
his  favor,  that  he  might  then  enter  upon  another 
lawsuit,  and  bring  his  action  upon  the  bond, 
iHTOuld  be  laughing  at  his  calamity.  This  would 
present  no  prospect  of  indemnity,  even  if  the 
obligors  should  be  solvent ;  but  from  the  igno- 
rance of  the  judges,  so  far  removed  from  the 
people  as  those  of  the  United  States  necessarily 
are,  respecting  the  solvency  of  the  sureties,  and 
from  the  lapse  of  time  which  must  transpire  be- 
fore any  suit  could  be  sustained  upon  the  bond,  it 
would,  in  most  instances,  be  of  little  or  no  value. 

These,  then,  would  be  the  effects  of  the  bill 
on  the  persons  within  its  adverse  operation. 


Lei  us  next  inquire  what  would  be  the  moral 
and  practical  effects  of  this  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment just  adopted,  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. Should  it  pass  in  its  present  shape,  I 
shudder  at  the  consequences.  How  will  it  af- 
fect the  great  agricultural  interest  of  the  coun- 
try? I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  a 
district  chiefly  composed  of  farmers.  They  are 
honest,  they  are  industrious,  and  they  esteem 
their  contracts  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable.  The 
word  of  most  of  them,  could  their  existence  be 
perpetuated,  binds  them  as  forcibly  as  their 
bond.  Have  they,  or  have  any  other  agricultur- 
ists, over  the  whole  range  of  this  extensive 
Union,  asked  you  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law  in 
their  favor  ?  Have  they  ever  petitioned  you  to 
discharge  them  from  the  obligation  of  their 
contracts,  which  they  feel  themselves  as  mu(di 
bound  in  conscience  as  in  law  to  perform  ?  It  is 
certain  that  many  honest  and  respectable  men 
of  that  valuable  class  of  society  have  been  un- 
fortunate, and  I  pity  them  from  my  inmost  soul ; 
but  I  beseech  you,  spare  them  from  a  law  for 
which  they  have  never  asked,  and  which  would 
tempt  them  to  add  guilt  to  misfortune. 

What  would  be  the  necessary  operation  of  such 
a  law,  when  brought  home  to  them,  and  to 
every  other  member  of  society  ?  Once  declare 
that  contracts  shall  be  no  longer  sacred :  that 
any  debtor,  whether  he  has  been  a  trader  or 
not,  by  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law  may  have  an  election  held  by  his  creditors, 
and  if  two-thirds  of  them  in  number  or  value 
consent,  may  be  relieved  from  all  his  debts 
against  the  will  of  the  remainder;  and  yon 
make  a  direct  attack  on  the  first  principles  of 
moral  honesty  by  which  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  have  been  hitherto  directed.  Let  a  bank- 
rupt be  presented  to  the  view  of  society,  who 
has  become  wealthy  since  his  discharge,  and 
who,  after  having  ruined  a  number  of  his  credit- 
ors, shields  himself  from  the  payment  of  his  hon- 
est debts  by  his  certificate,  and  what  effects  would 
such  a  spectacle  be  calculated  to  produce?  Ex- 
amples of  this  nature  must  at  length  demoralize 
any  people.  The  contagion  introduced  by  tiie 
laws  of  the  country,  would,  for  that  very  rea- 
son, spread  like  a  pestilence,  until  honesty,  hon- 
or, and  faith,  will  at  length  be  swept  from  the 
intercourse  of  society.  Leave  the  agricultural 
interest  pure  and  uncorrupted,  and  they  will  for- 
ever form  the  basis  on  which  the  constitution 
and  liberties  of  your  country  may  safely  repose. 
Do  not,  I  beseech  you,  teach  them  to  think 
lightly  of  the  solemn  obligation  of  contracts. 
No  Government  on  earth,  however  corrupt,  has 
ever  enacted  a  bankrupt  law  for  farmers;  it 
would  be  a  perfect  monster  in  this  country, 
where  our  institutions  depend  altogether  upon 
the  virtue  of  the  people.  We  have  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  pass  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ;  and,  if  we 
had,  we  never  should  do  so,  because  such  a  pro- 
vision would  spread  a  moral  taint  through  soci- 
ety which  would  corrupt  it  to  its  very  core. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  th]9 
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bill^  in  its  practical  effects,  would  be  intolerable. 
The  jurisdiction  of  federal  courts  over  citizens  of 
tlie  United  States,  is  now  chiefly  oonflned  to 
controversies  existiDg  between  the  citizens  of 
different  States.  This  bill,  if  it  should  become 
a  law,  will  amount  to  almost  a  judicial  oonsol- 
idation  of  the  Union.  The  litigation  which  will 
arise  out  of  it,  and  which,  by  its  provisions, 
must  be  exclusively  determined  by  the  federal 
courts,  will  embrace  a  large  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  every  State,  either  as  parties  or  witnesses. 

The  numerous  acts  of  bankruptcy  described  in 
the  bin,  many  of  which  depend  altogether  upon 
the  intention  of  the  party  charged  with  having 
committed  them,  would  form  the  first  ample 
source  of  exclusive  federal  jurisdiction. 

By  the  fifty-sixth  section  it  is  provided  that 
any  creditor  of  a  bankrupt,  appearing  before  the 
Commissioners,  may,  at  his  election,  have  the 
validity  of  his  claim  determined  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  district  in  which  the  bankrupt  re- 
sides. The  same  privilege  is  extended  to  the 
assignees  objecting  to  the  validity  of  any  claim 
upon  the  bankrupt,  presented  before  the  Com- 
missioners ;  in  this  manner  every  lawsuit  which 
could  arise  in  the  settlement  of  a  bankrupt's 
estate,  respecting  the  demands  of  any  of  his 
creditors,  would  be  drawn  into  the  circuit  court 
for  decision.  This  would  be  the  case  whether 
he  became  a  bankrupt  voluntarily,  or  by  Com- 
pulsion, and  without  any  regard  either  to  his 
occupation  or  place  of  residence,  or  that  of  his 
creditors.  The  whole  structure  of  the  National 
Judiciary  would  thus  be  changed.  It  would 
then  possess  jurisdiction,  not  only  over  contro- 
versies arising  between  citiitens  of  different 
States,  but  over  an  immense  number  of  those 
existing  between  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate,  and  perhaps 
impossible  to  foresee,  all  the  controversies  which, 
xmder  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  must  exclusive- 
ly be  determined  by  the  federal  courts.  The 
sixty-third  section  contains  a  sweeping  clause 
upon  this  subiect.  It  provides  "  that,  except  in 
the  cases  which  are  in  this  act  otherwise 
specially  provided  for,  if  any  bankrupt,  or  any 
assignee  or  assignees,  creditor  or  creditors,  or 
any  other  person,  shall  conceive  himself,  herself 
or  themselves,  aggrieved  by  any  examination, 
order,  decision,  denial,  or  other  proceeding  of 
the  Oommifisioners,  under  any  conmiission,  or 
any  act,  proceeding,  refusal,  neglect,  or  omission 
of  the  bankrupt,  or  any  assignee  or  assignees,  or 
creditor  or  creditors,  under,  or  by  virtue  of 
this  act,"  such  person  may  petition  the  circuit 
court,  for  the  district  where  the  commission 
issued,  or  either  of  its  judges,  for  relief.  The 
court,  or  the  judge,  is  then  bound  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  complaint,  and,  at  the  election  of 
either  party,  direct  any  facts  in  controversy  to 
be  tried  by  a  jury. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  there  are  but 
two  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  one 
located  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  other  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburg.  The  distance  between 
these  two  places  is  three  hundred  miles.    The 


inconvenience  and  expense  to  the  peoole,  from 
every  section  of  the  State,  of  attending  tnose  two 
couits,  as  parties,  and  as  witnesses,  would  be  an 
intolerable  grievance.  Under  the  proviaiona  of 
this  bilL  however,  such  attendance  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  matter  of  daily  occurrence.  The 
people  are  already  sufficiently  harassed,  by 
being  obliged  to  be  present  at  the  courts  within 
their  own  counties ;  but,  if  you  compel  them 
to  travel  to  the  federal  courts,  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  a  large  State  to  the  other,  it  would 
be  an  evil  scarcely  to  be  endured.  The  same 
inconveniences  will  exist  in  every  other  State  in 
the  Union,  but  they  will  be  felt  in  a  greater  de- 
gree by  the  people  of  the  larger  States.  This  is 
another  radical  objection  against  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  bill  by  Oongress.  It  is  one  which 
cannot  be  renewed,  because  it  results  from  the 
organization  of  the  federal  courts  under  the 
constitution,  and  the  allotment  of  judicial  power 
between  them  and  the  courts  of  the  several 
States.  It  demonstrates,  however,  that  the  power 
to  pass  bankrupt  laws  could  be  exercised  by  the 
States  much  more  conveniently  for  the  people, 
than  by  the  General  Government. 

Another  serious  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  is  its  manifest  tendency  to  increase  the  per- 
petration of  fraud.  It  is  true,  it  has  been  strenu- 
ously maintained  by  its  friends,  that  it  will,  in 
a  great  degree,  repress  that  evil.  Has  the  ex- 
perience of  England  justified  them  in  making 
this  prediction  ?  Does  not  the  testimony  which 
has  been  taken  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  prove  clearly  the  contrary  t 
Indeed,  so  pressed  down  with  its  weight  was  my 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  S.,)  that  he  was  obliged 
to  attribute  the  innumerable  frauds  which  had 
been  committed  under  the  bankrupt  law  of  that , 
country,  not  to  the  operation  of  the  law  itself^ 
but  to  the  general  corruption  which  prevailed 
among  the  people.  This  bill,  should  it  become 
a  law,  must  be  productive  of  innumerable  frauds, 
unless  it  will  have  the  power  of  changing  the 
nature  of  man,  and  rendering  him  the  less  crimi- 
nal because  he  is  the  more  tempted.  He  who 
created  man,  and  therefore  best  knew  his  hearti 
directed  him  to  pray  that  he  might  not  be  led 
into  temptation.  This  bill  informs  the  debtee 
that,  if  he  will  conform  to  its  provisions,  he  shall 
obtain  a  certificate  which  will  discharge  him  from 
all  his  debts.  The  State  insolvent  laws  declare 
to  him  that,  when  he  has  given  up  all  his  prop- 
erty for  the  use  of  his  creditors,  he  has  done 
no  more  than  his  duty,  and  that  his  future  ac- 
quisitions shall  be  answerable  xmtil  his  debts 
are  paid.  If  a  debtor  can  pass  the  ordeal  of  this 
bankrupt  law,  and  obtain  his  certificate,  he  may 
then  in  security  enjov  that  property  which  suo- 
cessful  fraud  has  enabled  him  to  conceal.  Un- 
der the  State  insolvent  laws,  however,  he  must 
know  that  the  moment  his  concealed  property 
is  brought  to  light,  it  is  liable  to  be  seiz^  by 
his  creditors.  Whilst,  therefore,  a  b'ankruiSk 
law  holds  out  every  temptation  to  make  the 
debtor  dishonest,  an  insolvent  law  presents  him 
no  such  inducement.    Indeed,  his  ^e  policy  is 
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directly  the  reverse.  Upon  his  good  and  fair 
oondact,  and  the  conseqnent  favorable  regard 
of  his  creditors,  depends  his  hopes  of  a  dis- 
charge. 

It  is  tme,  that  bj  this  bill  a  bankrupt  cannot 
obtain  a  discharge  from  all  his  debts,  unless  by 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  his  creditors  in  num- 
ber and  value.  In  theory,  this  would  appear  to 
present  a  considerable  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  a  certificate.  In  practice,  under  the 
English  bankrupt  laws,  it  has  been  found  more 
nominal  than  real  Indeed,  but  few  instances 
have,  I  believe,  occurred  in  the  history  of  their 
bankmpt  laws,  in  which  consent  has  not  been 
obtained.  In  this  country,  under  our  judiciary 
flyateni,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  still  easier  for  the 
iMmkmpt  to  escape  from  his  debts.  He  himself, 
if  he  be  fraudulently  disposed,  can,  by  his  own 
act,  create  as  many  creditors  as  he  chooses.  If 
the  assignees  or  the  other  creditors  think  proper 
to  dispute  the  claims  of  those  believed  to  be 
fraudulent,  they  may  insist  upon  having  a  trial 
by  iury  before  the  circuit  court  Where  the 
bankrupt  has  little  or  no  property  to  divide,  as 
would  be  the  case  in  most  instances,  neither  his 
asedgnees  nor  honest  creditors  would  incur  the 
expense  and  trouble  of  carrying  on  a  lawsuit, 
perhaps  a  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  disprove 
any  debt  presented  before  the  commissioners. 
Even  should  they  think  proper  to  do  so,  it  would 
be  difScuIt  to  accomplish  it^  if  the  fraud  had 
been  conducted  with  any  art ;  because,  in  the 
law,  fraud  is  never  to  be  presumed,  but  must  be 
clearly  proved. 

The  evils  which  would  flow  from  the  retro- 
spective operation  of  this  bill,  I  shall  not  tonch ; 
they  have  already  been  ably  and  eloquently 
descanted  upon  by  others. 

I  shall  now  come  to  my  concluding  argument 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  would  tend 
again  to  arouse.the  spirit  of  wild  and  extrava- 
gant speculation,  which  has  spread  distress  far 
and  wide  over  the  land.  It  wiU  tend  again 
to  prodnce  those  very  evils  for  which  its  friends 
say  it  is  intended  to  provide  a  remedy. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  this  country  ? 
Upon  this  subject  let  us  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  dictates  of  experience.  It  is  the  best  teacher 
of  political  wisdom. 

Under  our  glorions  constitution,  the  human 
mind  is  unrestrained  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
The  calm  of  despotism  does  not  rest  upon  us. 
Keither  the  institutions  of  the  country,  nor  the 
habits  of  society,  have  established  any  castes 
within  the  limits  of  which  man  shall  be  confined. 
The  human  intellect  walks  abroad  in  its  m^esty. 
This  admirable  system  of  government,  which 
incorporates  the  rights  of  man  into  the  consti- 
tation  of  the  country,  developes  aJl  tiie  latent 
resooroes  of  the  intellect,  and  brings  ^em  into 
active  energy.  The  road  to  wealth  and  to  honor 
is  not  closed  against  the  humblest  citizen;  and 
Heaven  forbid  that  it  ever  should  I 

It  is,  however,  the  destiny  of  man  to  learn 
that  evil  often  treads  closely  upon  the  footsteps 
of  good.    The  very  liberty  which  we  enjoy,  un- 


less we  are  restrained  by  the  dictates  of  morality 
and  of  prudence,  has  a  tendency  to  make  us 
discontented  with  our  condition.  It  often  pro- 
duces a  restless  temper,  and  a  disposition  to  be 
perpetually  changing  our  pursuits,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  becoming  more  wealthy  or  more  distin- 
guished. The  frame  of  mind  produced  by  free- 
dom, if  kept  within  proper  bounds,  is  a  source 
of  the  greatest  advantages  to  individuals  and 
to  society;  if  unrestrained  and  suffered  to  run 
wild,  it  leads  to  every  species  of  extravagance 
and  folly. 

A  few  merchants,  both  in  the  cities  and  in 
the  country,  have  amassed  spendidand  princely 
fortunes.  These  have  glittered  in  the  fancy  of 
the  thoughtless  and  unsuspecting  countryman, 
and  have  roused  his  ambition  or  his  avarice. 
He  never  calculated  that  it  requires  a  union  of 
considerable  parts,  with  great  experience,  to 
make  an  accomplished  merchant ;  and  tiiat,  with 
all  these  advantages,  but  few  comparatively  are 
successful.  His  son  is  taught  book-keeping  at 
a  country  school,  and  then  he  abandons  the 
pursuit  of  his  fathers.  He  leaves  the  business 
of  agriculture,  which  is  the  most  peaceful,  the 
most  happy,  the  most  independent,  and,  I  might 
add,  the  most  respectable,  in  society,  to  become 
a  merchant  He  spurns  the  idea  of  treading  in  the 
path  of  his  ancestors,  and  acquiring  his  living  by 
the  sweat  of  his  brow.  Wealth  and  distinction 
have  become  his  idols,  and  have  turned  his  brain. 

Is  not  this  the  history  of  thousands  in  our 
country  within  the  last  twenty  years  ?  It  was 
not  difficult  to  predict  what  would  be  the 
melancholy  catastrophe.  Bankruptcy  and  ruin 
have  fallen  upon  the  thoughtless  adventurers. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  country 
had  this  spirit  of  speculation  confined  itself  to 
the  farmer  who  turned  merchant.  We  have 
witnessed  it  spreading  over  every  dass  of  the 
community.  We  have,  in  innumerable  instances, 
seen  the  plain,  sober,  industrious,  and  experi- 
enced fEumer,  converted  into  a  speculator  in  land 
and  in  stocks.  We  have  lived  in  a  time  when 
the  foundations  of  society  appeared  to  be  shaken, 
and  when  the  love  of  gain  seemed  to  swallow 
up  every  other  passion  of  the  heart.  This  dis- 
position gave  birth  to  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  banks  which  have  spread  themselves 
over  the  country.  Their  reaction  upon  the 
people  doubled  the  force  of  the  original  cause 
which  produced  thenu  They  dduged  the 
country  with  bank  paper.  The  price  of  land 
rose  far  beyond  its  real  value ;  it  commanded 
from  $200  to  |400  per  acre  in  many  parts  of  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent ;  and  I  know  one  instance  in  which  a 
man  agre^  to  give  $1,500  per  acre  for  a  tract  of 
land,  which  he  afterwards  laid  out  in  town  lots. 
He  sold  the  lots  at  so  large  a  profit  that  he 
would  have  accumulated  an  independent  fortune 
by  the  speculation,  had  not  the  times  changed, 
and  the  lot-holders,  in  consequence,  been  unable 
to  pay  the  purchase  money. 

This  universal  delusion  has  vanished;  the 
enchantment  is  at  an  end ;  the  people  have  been 
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restored  to  their  sober  senses.  In  the  change, 
which  was  rapid,  many  honest  and  respectable 
citizens  have  been  rained.  Among  many, 
misery  and  want  have  usurped  the  abodes  of 
happiness  and  plenty.  I  most  sincerely  deplore 
their  situation;  but,  as  legislators,  we  should 
also  have  some  compassion  on  the  community. 
Experience  has  taught  us  a  lesson  which,  I  trast, 
we  shall  never  forget — ^that  a  wild  and  extrava- 
gant spirit  of  speculation  is  one  of  the  ^eatest 
curses  which  can  pervade  our  country.  Do  you 
wish  again  to  arouse  it?  Do  you  wish  again  to 
witness  the  desolation  which  it  has  spread  over 
the  land,  and  which  we  are  now  slowly  repair- 
ing? Then  pass  this  bankrupt  bill.  Inform  the 
farmer,  who  is  now  contented  and  happy,  and 
whom  experience  has  taught  the  danger  of  en- 
tering into  trade,  that  he  may  become  a  merchant 
or  a  lan^jobber ;  'that  he  may  proceed  to  any 
excess  he  thinks  proper ;  that  he  need  confine 
the  extravagance  of  his  speculations  within  no 
other  limit  but  the  extent  of  his  credit ;  that  if, 
at  last,  he  should  be  successful,  unbounded  wealth 
will  be  his  portion — if  not,  the  law  will  dis- 
charge him  from  all  his  debts,  and  enable  him 
>to  begin  a  new  career ;  hold  out  a  lure  to  all 
the  indastrious  classes  in  society  to  abandon 
their  useful  and  honorable  pursuits,  and  enter 
into  a  speculation  of  some  kind  or  other,  by  pro- 
claiming it  as  the  law,  that,  if  they  should  prove 
'unsuccessful,  their  debts  shall  be  cancelled,  and 
they  shaD  be  restored  to  their  former  situation. 
Sudb  a  law  would  present  the  strongest  temp- 
tations to  a  man  in  society  to  become  indolent 
and  extravagant,  because  every  man  in  society 
is  embraced  by  its  provisions.  In  this  respect 
it  is  as  novel  as  it  is  dangerous.  Rest  assured, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  population  require  the 
curb  more  than  the  rein.  If  you  hold  out  such 
encouragement  to  unbounded  speculation  as  this 
bill  presents,  we  shall,  before  many  years,  see  all 
the  occurrences  again  presented  before  us  which 
have  involved  the  country  in  unexampled  dis- 
tress. 

The  time  may  come,  ages  hence,  when  a 
bankrupt  law  may  become  necessary  for  the 
encouragement  of  commerce.  History  has  in- 
structed us  that  nations,  like  men,  rise,  and 
flourish,  and  decay.  At  present  our  population 
possesses  all  the  vigor  and  enterprise  of  youth. 
The  stimulus  of  such  a  bill  woul/1  drive  us  on  to 
madness.  It  would  be  putting  into  the  hands 
of  PhsBton  the  reins  of  the  chariot  of  the  sun. 
The  day  will  come,  but  I  trust  it  is  now  far 
distant,  when  old  age  shall  fall  upon  us  as  a  na- 
tion— when  wealth  shall  beget  luxury  and  cor- 
ruption— and  when  we  shall  be  enfeebled  in  all 
our  exertions.  Then  it  may  be  necessary  to 
hold  out  extraordinary  allurements  to  commer- 
cial enterprise.  When  that  day  shall  arrive ; 
when  our  country  shall  be  sinking  into  decline ; 
when  her  energies  shall  be  paralyzed ;  and 
when,  perhaps,  a  new  Kepublio,  vigorous  as 
ours  is  at  present,  may  be  her  competitor  in 
commerce,  tiien,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  ne- 
cessary that  Congress  should  exercise  the  power 
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vested  in  them  by  the  constitution,  and  pass 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Wright  replied. 

To  put  an  end  to  further  discussion  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  Tatlob  remarked  that  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  call  for  the  previous  question,  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  96. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Nelsoit,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Oambreleno  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  for  the  previous  question  just  taken ; 
but  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  same-^ 
yeas  69,  nays  88. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and 
was  put,  on  reading  the  bill  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  72,  nays  99,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachnsetts,  Baldwin, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Borland, 
Breckenridge,  Bnrrows,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Causden,  Cocke,  Golden,  Conkling, 
Cri^  Cnshman,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dnrfee, 
Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticnt,  Edwaids  of 
Pennsylvania,  Enstis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gor- 
ham,  Hawks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Holoombe,  Hubbard, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Little,  McCarty, 
Milnor,  Montgomery,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  Mo<^ 
of  Vii^nia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Pitcher,  Poin- 
sett, Rich,  Bochester,  Rogers,  Buggies,  Buss,  Rnaaell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  of 
Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stoddard,  Taylor, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  White, 
Whitman,  Williamson,  Wood,  Woodson,  and  Wright. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bateman, 
Baylies,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bur- 
ton, Butler,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Caasedy, 
Chambers,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Cuthbert,  Dane, 
Dickinson,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Gil- 
mer, Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hobarty 
Hooks,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  LefU 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mallary,  MaUa^ 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pierson,  PInmer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed  of 
Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Geoi^a,  Rhea,  Ross,  Sanders, 
Scott,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Swan,  Swearingen,  Tat- 
nail,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Vanee,  Van  W^yck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, Wniiams  of  Virginia,  Wilson,  Woodcock,  and 
Worman. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected.  And  then  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thuesdat,  March  14. 
Exchange  of  Stocks. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
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the  Whole,  on  "  a  hill  to  aathorize  the  Secretary 
f  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks.'* 

The  general  object  of  the  bill  was  to  pay  off 
the  United  States  stocks,  bearing  six  and  seven 
per  cent  interest  at  five  per  cent  redeemable  at 
a  fntnie  period. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "  thirteen*'  in  the  7th 
line,  the  words,  "  and  also  two  millions  of  the 
six  per  cent  stocks  of  1820.** 

Mr,  Lowndes  suggested  that  it  was  probable, 
from  the  tenor  of  tibe  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  two  millions  contem- 
plated by  the  amendment  would  be  redeemed 
within  no  long  time,  and  it  would  therefore  be 
inexpedient  to  continue  for  many  years  to  pay 
interest  for  the  sum  when  it  was  in  our  power 
to  redeem  the  principal ;  and  that  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  would  naturally  be  to  injure 
the  public  credit,  by  carrying  with  it  the  im- 
pression that  the  Government  was  not  able  to 
redeem  that  portion  of  the  debt  as  soon  as  ex- 
pected. 

Mr.  TnoKXB,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  modify 
the  amendment  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  it 
discretionary  with  the  Executive  to  include  the 
six  per  cent  of  1820,  or  not,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient. 

This  course  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Oambbb- 
jxsOj  but  the  modification  was  not  then  acced- 
ed to  by  the  mover,  and  an  extensive  range  of 
debate  ensued  upon  the  original  amendment, 
which  was  supported  by  the  mover  and  Messrs. 
TsDiBLB,  Mallabt,  Buohanan,  Ross,  and  Fab* 
BSLLY,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Ck>LDBN,  Lowndes,  Wood,  Gobham,  and 
Nelson,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Baldwin  finally  expressed  his  willingness 
to  leave  it  to  the  Executive  to  include  the  stock 
of  1820  or  not,  conformably  to  Mr.  Tuoebb's 
proposition ;  but  before  the  question  was  deter- 
mined, the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  18. 
Militwry  Eatdbliahment, 
Mr.  CooxB  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Reiolved,  That  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821, 
to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Eatablishment 
of  the  United  States,  was  not  intended  to  authorize 
the  Preudent  of  the  United  States  to  dismiss  officers 
then  in  serrice,  and  introduce  others  of  the  same 
grade  into  the  army. 

2.  Jiesolved,  That  the  dismission  of  Brevet  Briga- 
dier General  Daniel  Bissell,  Colonel  of  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  infantiy,  and  of  Joseph  L.  Smith,  Colonel  of 
the  Sd  regiment  of  infantry,  as  supernumerary,  and 
the  creation  of  three  new  colonels,  to  wit :  Towson, 
Fenwick,  and  Butler,  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1821, 
was  not  authorised  by  the  terms  or  by  ihe  spirit  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 

3.  Jietohed,  That  the  appointment  of  Colonel 
James  Gadaden  to  the  o£Sce  of  Adjutant  General  of 
tile  United  States  Anny,  and  the  dismission  of  Colo- 


nels Butler  and  Jones  from  that  office,  was  not  justi- 
£ed  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821. 

4u  Resolved,  That  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Lindsay  from  the  seventh  regiment  of  infantry  to 
the  third  regiment  of  artillery,  after  the  1st  of  June, 
1821,  was  contrary  to  the  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  of  the  Umted  States,  and  not  au- 
thorized by  the  terms  or  spirit  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1821. 

5.  Reaolvtdt  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  upon 
national  principles  and  considerations,  to  protect  each 
officer  and  soldier  of  the  army  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  legal  and  constitutional  rights. 

Mr.  OooEE  thought  that  the  subject  embraced 
by  the  resolutions  was  one  which  involved  the 
interest  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Walwobth  observed  that  the  subject 
embraced  by  the  resolutions  was  now  before  the 
Military  Committee,  and  he  believed  a  member 
of  it  was  employed  at  that  moment  in  drawing 
a  report  upon  it. 

The  Speakeb  observed  that  he  thought  it 
was  proper  on  this  occasion  to  put  the  question 
of  consideration,  and  he  was  about  to  put  the 
question,  whether  the  House  would  now  con- 
sider the  resolutions;  when 

Mr.  Cooke  inquired  by  what  rule  he  was  de- 
prived of  the  right  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table? 

The  Spsakeb  referred  to  the  rule  of  the 
House,  that,  "  when  any  motion  or  proposition 
is  made,  the  question,  *Will  the  II ou.se  now 
consider  it  ?'  shall  not  be  put,  unless  it  is  de- 
manded by  some  member,  or  is  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  Speaker" — and  the  question  of  con- 
sideration was  then  put,  and  carried — ayes  62, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  OooKB  then  renewed  his  original  motion 
that  the  resolutions  belaid  on  the  table  and 
printed;  which  was  carried  without  a  division. 


Tttssdat,  March  19. 
South  American  Independence. 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  con- 
cerning the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  late  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  made 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
number.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiiirs,  to  which  were 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  concerning  the 
recognition  of  the  late  Spanish  provinces  in  America, 
and  the  documents  therewith  communicated,  having 
examined  the  same  with  the  most  proibuiid  attention, 
unanimously  report : 

That  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayrea,  after  having, 
from  the  year  1810,  proceeded  in  their  revolutionary 
movements  without  any  obstacle  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  formally  declared  their  independence 
of  that  Government  in  1816.    After  various  intestine 
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commotioxia  and  external  ooQisicmB,  those  proyinoes 
now  enjoy  domestic  tranqnDUty  and  good  nndentand- 
ing  witii  aU  their  neighborB,  and  actoajOiy  exercise, 
withont  opposition  from  within  or  the  fear  of  annoy- 
ance from  withont,  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty. 

The  provinces  of  Veneznela  'and  New  Granada, 
after  having,  separately,  declared  their  independence, 
sustained,  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten  years,  a  des- 
olating war  against  the  armies  of  Spain,  and  having 
severally  attained,  by  their  triumph  over  those  ar- 
mies, the  object  for  which  they  contended,  united 
themselves,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1819,  in  one 
nation,  under  the  title  of  ''the  Republio  of  Co- 
lombia." 

The  Republic  of  Colombia  has  now  a  well-organ- 
ized Government,  instituted  by  the  free  will  of  its 
citizens,  and  exercises  all  the  functions  of  sovereignty, 
fearless  alike  of  internal  and  foreign  enemies.  The 
small  remnant  of  the  numerous  armies  commissioned 
to  preserve  the  supremacy  of  the  parent  State,  is  now 
blockaded,  in  two  fortresses,  where  it  is  innoxious, 
and  where,  deprived  as  it  is,  of  hope  of  succor,  it 
must  soon  surrender  at  discretion ;  when  this  event 
shall  have  occurred,  there  will  not  remain  a  vestige 
of  foreign  power  in  all  that  immense  Bepublic,  con- 
taining between  three  and  four  millions  of  inhab- 
itants. 

The  province  of  ChUi,  since  it  declared  its  inde- 
pendence, in  the  year  1 818,  has  been  in  the  constant 
and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  sovereignty  which 
it  then  assumed. 

The  province  of  Peru,  situated  like  Chili,  beyond 
the  Andes,  and  bordering  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  was 
for  a  long  time  deterred  from  making  any  eflfectnal 
effort  for  independence,  by  the  presence  of  an  impos- 
ing militaxy  force,  which  Spain  had  kept  up  in  that 
country.  It  was  not,  therefore,  until  the  12th  of 
June  of  the  last  year,  that  its  capital,  the  city  of  li- 
ma, capitulated  to  an  army,  chiefly  composed  of 
troops  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  San  Martin.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  royal  troops  which  escaped  on  that  occa^on  re- 
treated to  the  mountains,  but  soon  left  them  to  return 
to  the  coast,  there  to  join  the  royal  garrison  in  the 
fortress  of  Callao.  The  surrender  of  that  fortress, 
soon  after,  to  the  Americans,  may  be  regarded  as  the 
termination  of  the  war  in  that  quarter. 

When  the  people  of  Peru  found  themselves,  by  this 
event,  free  to  express  their  will,  they  most  unequivo- 
cally expressed  in  favor  of  independence,  and  with  a 
unanimity  and  enthusiasm  whidi  have  nowhere  been 
excelled. 

The  revolution  in  Mexico  has  been  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  its  character  and  progress  from  the  revolu- 
tions in  the  other  Spanish  American  provinces,  and 
its  result,  in  respect  to  the  organization  of  its  internal 
government,  has,  also,  not  l^n  precisely  the  same. 
Independence,  however,  has  been  as  emphatically 
declared  and  as  practically  established,  since  the  2im 
of  August  last,  by  the  ''  Mexican  Empbre,"  as  ever  it 
has  been  by  the  Republics  of  the  South;  and  her 
geographical  situation,  her  population,  and  her  re- 
sources, eminently  qualify  her  to  maintain  the  inde- 
pendence which  aLe  has  thus  declared,  and  now  ac- 
tually enjoys. 

Such  are  the  facts  which  have  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  your  committee,  and  which,  in  their  opinion, 
irresistibly  prove  that  the  nations  of  Mexico,  Colom- 
bia, Buenos  Ayres,  Peru,  and  Chili,  in  Spanish  Amer- 
ica, are  in  fact  independent 


It  now  remaios  for  your  committee  to  examine  the 
right  and  the  expedience,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  of  reoogmzing  the  independence  which  thoee 
nations  have  thus  effectually  achieved. 

In  this  examination,  it  cannot  be  necessaiy  to  in- 
quire into  the  right  of  the  people  of  Spani^  America 
"  to  dissolve  the  political  ban^  which  have  connected 
them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  pow- 
ers of  the  earth,  that  separate  and  equal  station  to 
which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle 
them."  The  right  to  change  ibe  political  institutions 
of  ^e  State  has,  indeed,  ^n  exercised  equally  by 
Spain  and  by  her  colonies ;  and  for  us  to  deny  to  the 
people  of  Spanish  America  the  right  to  independence, 
on  the  principles  which  alone  sanction  it  here,  would 
be  virtually  to  renounce  our  own. 

The  political  right  of  this  nation  to  aoknowledge 
their  independence,  without  offending  others,  does 
not  depend  on  its  justace,  but  on  its  actual  establish- 
ment. To  justify  such  a  recognition,  by  us,  it  is  ne- 
cessuy  only  to  show,  as  is  already  sufficiently  shown, 
that  the  people  of  Spanish  America  are,  within  their 
respective  limits,  exclusively  sovereign ;  and  thus,  in 
fact,  independent  With  them,  as  with  every  other 
Government  possessing  and  exercising  the  power  of 
making  w^,  the  United  States,  in  common  with  aU 
nations,  have  the  right  of  concerting  the  terms  of 
mutual  peace  and  intercourse. 

Who  ie  the  riffhtfid  sovereiffn  of  a  country,  is  not  an 
inquiry  permitted  to  foreign  nations,  to  whom  it  is 
competent  only  to  treat  with  **  the  powers  that  be.'* 

There  is  no  diffdrenoe  in  opinion  on  this  point 
among  the  writers  on  public  law,  and  no  diversity, 
with  respect  to  it,  in  the  practice  of  civilized  nationiL 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  cite  authority  for  a  doc- 
trine familiar  to  all  who  paid  the  slightest  attention 
to  the  subject,  nor  to  go  back,  for  its  practical  illus- 
tration, to  the  civil  wars  between  the  houses  of  York 
and  Lancaster.  Long  since,  the  chiefs  of  those  con- 
flicting houses  alternately  triumphed  and  ruled,  and 
were  alternately  obeyed  at  home  and  recognized 
abroad,  according  as  they,  successively,  exercised  the 
power,  without  demonstrating  the  right — ^monarchies 
have  become  commonwealths  or  republics,  and  pow- 
erful nsuipers  have  been  recognized  by  foreign  na- 
tions, in  preference  to  legitimate  and  powerless  pre- 
tenders. Modem  history  is  replete  with  instances  in 
point.  Have  we  not,  indeed,  within  the  brief  period 
of  our  own  remembrance,  beheld  governments  vary 
their  forms,  and  change  their  rulers,  according  to  the 
prevailing  power  or  passion  of  the  moment,  and  doing 
so  in  virtue  of  the  principle  now  in  question,  without 
materially  and  lastingly  aflbcting  their  reUtions  with 
other  Governments  ?  Have  we  not  seen  the  empe- 
rors and  kings  of  yesterday  receive,  on  the  thrones 
of  exiled  sovereigns,  who  churned  the  right  to  reign 
there,  the  friendly  embassies  of  other  powers,  with 
whom  thoee  exiled  sovereigns  had  sought  an  aJBylnm 
— and  have  we  not  seen  to-day  those  emperors  and 
kings,  thus  courted  and  recognized  yesterday,  reft  of 
their  sceptres,  and,  from  a  mere  change  of  circum* 
stances,  not  o£  right,  treated  as  usurpers  by  their  sno- 
oessors,  who>  in  Uieir  turn,  have  been  acknowledged 
and  caressed  by  the  same  foreign  powers  ? 

The  peace  of  the  world,  and  the  Independence  of 
every  member  of  the  great  political  famOy,  require 
that  each  should  be  the  exclusive  judge  of  its  own 
internal  proceedings,  and  that  the  fact  alone  should 
be  regarded  by  foreign  nations.  '*  Even  when  civil 
war  breaks  the  bonds  of  society  and  of  government^ 
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or,  at  least,  snmnds  their  fbroe  and  effect,  it  giTps 
Inrth  In  the  nation  to  two  independent  parties,  who 
regard  each  other  as  enemies,  and  aoknowle^  no 
common  jftdge."  It  is  of  necessity,  therefore,  that 
fliese  two  parties  should  be  considered,  hy  foreign 
States,  as  two  disdnct  and  independent  nations.  To 
consider  or  treat  them  otherwise  would  be  to  interfere 
in  their  domestic  concerns,  to  deny  them  the  right  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  in  thehr  own  way,  and  to 
violate  the  essential  attributes  of  their  respective  sov- 
ereignty. For  a  nation  to  be  entitled,  in  respect  to 
foreign  States,  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  attributes, 
<«  and  to  figure  directly  in  the  great  political  society, 
it  is  sufficient  that  it  is  really  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent ;  that  ia,  that  it  governs  itself  by  its  own  au- 
thority and  laws."  The  people  of  Spanish  America 
do,  notoriously,  so  govern  themselves,  and  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  governments 
which  they  have  instituted  is  incontestabk.  A  doubt 
of  the  expediency  of  such  a  recognition  can  be  sug- 
gested oidy  by  the  apprehension  that  it  may  injuri- 
ously affect  our  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with 
the  nations  of  the^  other  hemisphere. 

Can  such  an  apprehension  be  well  founded? 
Have  not  all  those  nations  practically  sanctioned, 
within  the  last  thirty  years,  the  veiy  principle  on 
which  we  now  propose  to  act ;  or  have  they  ever 
<X)mplained  of  one  another,  or  of  us,  for  acting  on 
that  prindple  ? 

No  nation  of  Europe,  excepting  Spain  herself,  has, 
hitherto^  opposed  force  to  the  independence  of  Span- 
ish America.  Some  of  those  nations  have  not  only 
constantly  maintained  commercial  and  friendly  inter- 
course with  them,  in  every  stage  of  the  Revolution, 
but  indirectly  and  efficiently,  though  not  avowedly, 
aided  them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  great  object. 
To  these  the  acknowledgment,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  attainment  of  that  object,  must  be  satisfactoiy. 
To  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  who  have  regarded 
the  events  occmring  in  Spanish  America,  not  only 
without  interference,  but  with  apparent  indifference, 
BQch  an  acknowledgment  ought  not  to  be  offensive. 

The  nations  who  have  thus  respectively  favored, 
or  never  opposed,  the  Spanish  American  people  dur- 
ing their  active  struggle  for  independence,  cannot,  it 
is  believed,  regard  with  dissatisfaction  the  formal  re- 
cognition of  that  independence  by  a  nation,  which, 
while  that  struggle  lasted,  has  religiously  observed, 
towards  both  the  conflicting  parties,  all  the  duties  of 
neuteility.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  we  have  a  right,  on  this  occasion,  confidently  to 
expect,  from  what  these  nations  have  done  or  for- 
borne to  do,  during  the  various  fortunes  of  the  dvil 
war  which  has  terminated,  that  they  will  frankly  ap- 
prove the  course  of  policy  which  the  United  States 
may  now  think  proper  to  adopt  m  relation  to  the  suc- 
cessful par^  in  that  war.  It  surely  cannot  be  rea- 
sonably apprehended,  that  nations  who  have  thus  been 
the  tranquil  spectators,  the  apparent  well-wishers,  if 
not  the  efficient  supporters,  of  tMs  par^,  and  who  have 
not  made  the  faintest  attempt  to  arrest  its  progress, 
or  to  prevent  its  success,  should  be  displeased  with  a 
third  power,  for  merely  recognizing  the  Governments 
which,  owing  to  that  success,  have  thus  been  virtu- 
ally permitted,  or  impliedly  approved,  in  acquiring 
the  undiepnted  and  exclusive  control  of  the  countries 
in  which  they  are  established.  It  is  therefore  on  tibe 
consistency  as  well  as  on  the  justice  of  these  nations 
of  Europe,  that  we  may  coiSSdently  rely,  that  the 
afanple  recognition,  on  the  part  of  the  Ui^ted  States^ 
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of  the  necessary  efibct  of  what  has  already  been 
done,  will  not  be  considered  as  a  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  them;  while  the  interested  and  im- 
mediate agents,  who  have  been  directly  and  actively 
engaged  in  producing  that  effect,  have  neither  been 
opposed  nor  censured. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  instead  of  seriously  ap- 
prehending that  the  recognition,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  independence  of  Spanish  America,  will  be  un- 
acceptable to  these  nations,  are  not  without  hope 
that  they  may  practically  approve  it,  by  severally 
adopting  a  similar  measure.  It  is  not,  indeed,  un- 
reasonable to  suppose,  that  those  Governments  have, 
like  this,  waited  only  for  the  evidence  of  facts  which 
miffht  not  only  suffice  to  justify  them,  under  the  laws 
and  usages  of  nations,  but  to  satisfy  Spain  herself, 
that  noting  has  been  prematurely  done,  or  which 
could  justly  offend  her  feelings,  or  be  considered  9M 
inconsistent  with  her  rights.  As  their  motives  for 
not  having  hitherto  recognized  the  independence  of 
Spanish  America,  may  thus  be  supposed  to  have 
been  analogous  to  our  own,  it  is  permitted  to  pre- 
sume that  the  facts  and  reasons  which  have  prevail- 
ed on  us  no  longer  to  hesitate,  will,  confirmed  a« 
they  are  by  our  example,  have  a  like  influence  on 
them. 

No  nation  can  entertain  a  more  sincere  deference 
for  the  feelings  of  Spain,  or  take  a  more  lively  in- 
terest in  her  welfare,  than  the  United  States.  It  is 
to  this  deference,  too  evident  to  be  doubted  or  mis- 
understood, that  ought  to  be  ascribed  the  hesitation 
of  this  Government,  until  now,  to  yield  to  the  claims 
of  Spcmish  America,  although  these  claims  were  in 
perfect  accordance  with  our  own  principles,  feelings, 
and  interests.  Having  thus  forborne  to  act,  even  at 
the  hazard  of  having  those  principles  and  feelings 
misunderstood  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  we  have, 
as  your  committee  believe,  given  at  once  satisfactory 
proof  of  our  disinterestedness  and  moderation;  and 
of  our  scrupulous  respect  to  the  principle  which  leaves 
the  politicid  institutions  of  every  foreign  State  to 
be  directed  by  its  own  view  of  its  own  rights  and 
interests. 

Your  committee  have  been  particularly  anxious  to 
show,  in  a  maimer  satisfactoiy  to  Spain  herself^  that 
tiie  measure  which  this  Government  now  proposes  to 
adopt,  has  been  considered  with  the  most  respectful 
attention,  both  in  relation  to  her  rights  and  to  her 
feelings. 

It  is  not  on  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  or  on . 
the  practice  of  Spain  herself  on  like  occasions,  thai 
your  committee  have  relied  for  our  justiiicatiou  to- 
wards her. 

The  fact  that,  for  the  last  three  years,  she  ha&not. 
sent  a  single  compcmy  of  troops  against  her  transat- 
lantic colonies,  has  not  been  used  as  evidence  of  their 
actual  independence,  or  of  her  want  of  power  to  op- 
pose it  This  fact,  explained  as  it  is,  by  the  public 
acts  of  Spam  herself,  is  regarded  by  your  conmuttee 
as  evidence  only  of  her  policy. 

The  kst  troops  collected  at  Cadiz,  in  1819,  which 
were  destined  to  suppress  the  revolutionary  move- 
ments in  Spanish  America,  not  only  r^ected.  that  ser- 
vice, but  joined  in  the  revolution,  which  hss  sinoe 
proved  successful  in  Spain  itsel£  The  declaration  of 
the  leaders  in  that  revolution  was,  that  *^  Spanish 
Am<tica  had  a  right  to  be  free,  and  that  Spain 
should  be  free."  Although  the  constitution,  which 
was  re-established  by  that  revolution,  guaranteed  the 
integrity  of  the  Spanish  dominions^  yet  the.  principles 
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on  which  that  oonsdtation  ww  founded  aeem  to  dis- 
counteniuiGe  the  employment  of  force  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  ohject,  in  contempt  of  the  equal 
rights  and  declared  will  of  the  American  portion  of 
the  Spanish  people.  The  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment, organized  under  that  constitution,  has  uniform- 
ly heen,  in  this  respect,  in  conformity  to  those  princi- 
ples. Since  its  existence,  there  has  not  heen  even  a 
proposal  hy  that  Government  to  employ  force  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  American  proviuoes,  but  merely 
recommendations  of  condliatoiy  measures  for  their 
pacification. 

The  answer  of  the  Cortes,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1820, 
to  the  address  of  the  King,  furnishes  conclusiye  proof 
of  this  policy. 

"  The  intimate  union,"  says  this  answer,  **  of  the 
Cortes  with  your  Majesty;  the  re-establishment  of 
the  constitution ;  the  faithiful  performance  of  prom- 
ises, depriving  malevolence  of  all  pretext,  wOl  facili- 
tate the  pacification  of  the  ultra  marine  provinces, 
which  are  in  a  state  of  agitation  and  dissension.  The 
Cortes,  on  its  part,  will  omit  n&  opportunity  to  pro- 
pose and  adopt  measures  necessary  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  constitution  and  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity in  those  countries,  to  the  end  that  the  Spain 
of  both  worlds  may  thus  fonn  a  single  and  happy 
fiunUy." 

Although  the  ultra  marine  provinces  are  not  here 
encouraged  to  expect  absolute  mdependence,  yet  they 
are  no  longer  treated  as  vassal  colonies^  or  threatened 
with  subjugation,  but  are  actually  recognized  as 
brothers  in  the  great  constitutional  and  free  family 
of  Spain. 

A  report  made  to  the  Cortes  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1821,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  that  body,  not 
only  manifestly  corroborates  the  policy  above  stated, 
but  sufficientiy  intimates  that  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  Spanish  America  by  Spain  herself, 
had  nearly  been  tiie  measure  recommended  by  that 
oommittee. 

That  report  avers  that  '^  tranquillity  is  not  suffi- 
cient, even  if  it  should  extend  throughout  America, 
with  a  prospect  of  permanency.  No ;  it  falls  short  of 
the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  humanity.'* 

In  speaking  of  the  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis, 
it  says  that  this  measure  was  not  only  wannly  ap- 
proved by  the  conunittee,  but  at  first  entirely  assent- 
ed to  by  the  Ministers  with  whom  it  had  been  dis- 
cussed, and  failed  only  to  be  proposed  to  the  Cortes 
''by  these  Ministers  having,  on  account  of  peculiar 
occurzences,  suspended  their  judgment'*  It  speaks 
of  this  measure  as  indicative  of  a*  new  and  glorious 
resolution ;  that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and 
the  tme  interests  of  the  Peninsula ;  that  from  it 
Spain  might  reap  advantages  which  otherwise  she 
ooold  never  expect ;  and  that  the  ties  of  kindred  and 
the  unilbnniiy  of  religion,  with  commercial  relations, 
and  those  ftmanating  from  free  institutions,  would 
be  the  sorest  pledge  of  mutual  harmony  and  dose 
union. 

Your  committee 'do  not  feel  themselves  authorized 
to  say  positively  what  that  measure  was,  but  they 
do  not  hesitate  ito  declare  their  entire  conviction 
that  no  measure  short  of  a  full  recognition  of  uncon- 
ditional independence,  isonld  have  deserved  the  char- 
acter, nor  been  capable  of  producing  the  effects  as- 
cribed to  it 

It  is  therefore  soffidentiy  manifest  that  Spain,  far 
firom  wishing  to. call  into  Action  her  means  oif  prose- 
cuting hoBtilities  against  the  people  of  Spanish  Amer- 


ica, has  renounced  even  the  feelings  of  an  enemy 
towards  them,  and  but  for  '^  peculiar  occurrences** 
had  been  prepared  nearly  a  year  ago  to  consent  to 
their  independence.  • 

She  has  not  only  practically  discontinued,  and  even 
emphatically  deprecated,  the  employment  of  force  to 
restore  tranquillity  to  Spanish  America,  but  she  has 
declared  that  even  universal  and  permanent  tranquil- 
lity there  "  falls  short  of  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of 
humanity.*' 

While  she  appeals  to  the  ''  ties  of  kindred,*  she  un- 
doubtedly feels  them ;  and  if  she  has  not  abandoned 
her  desire,  so  often  avowed,  of  mere  constitutional 
union  and  equal  commercial  intercourse  with  her  for- 
mer colonies,  as  between  provinces  of  the  same  em- 
pire, a  union  and  an  intercourse  which  intervening 
Andes  and  oceans  seem  to  render  highly  inconvenient, 
if  not  utterly  impracticable,  she  evidentiy  refers  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desire  to  the  unawed  delibera- 
tions and  to  the  congenial  and  kindred  feelings  of  the 
people  of  those  colonies,  and  thus  substantially  ac- 
knowledges their  independence. 

Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  Spain,  however,  in 
respect  to  her  former  American  colonies,  our  recogni- 
tion of  their  independence  can  neither  affsct  her 
rights  nor  impair  her  means  in  the  accomplishment 
of  that  policy.  We  cannot  for  this  be  justiy  accused 
of  aiding  in  the  attainment  of  an  independence  which 
has  already  been  established  without  our  assistance. 
Besides,  our  recognition  must  necessarily  be  co-exist- 
ent with  the  fact  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  cannot 
survive  it  While  the  nations  of  Spanish  America 
are  actually  independent,  it  is  simply  to  speak  the 
truth  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  so. 

Should  Spain,  contrary  to  her  avowed  principlea 
and  acknowledged  interests,  renew  the  war  for  the 
conquest  of  South  America,  we  shall  indeed  regret  it ; 
but  we  shall  observe,  as  we  have  done  between  the 
independent  parties,  an  honest  and  impartial  neutral- 
ity. But  on  the  otiier  hand  should  Spain,  faithful  to 
her  own  gloiy  and  prosperity,  consent  that  her  off- 
spring in  the  New  World  should  enjoy  the  right  of 
self-government  equally  with  their  brethren  m  the 
Old,  we  shall  sincerely  rejoice ;  and  we  shall  cherish 
with  equal  satisfaction,  and  cultivate  with  equal  as- 
siduity, the  friendship  of  regenerated  Spam  and  of 
emancipated  America. 

Your  committee,  in  justice  to  tiieir  own  feeUngs 
and  to  the  feelings  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have 
made  this  declaration  without  disguise;  and  they 
trust  that  the  uniform  character  and  conduct  of 
this  people  will  save  it  from  all  liability  to  misintep- 
pretatioo. 

Happy  in  our  own  institutions,  we  claim  no  privi- 
lege; we  indulge  no  ambition  to  extend  them  to 
other  nations ;  we  admit  the  equal  rights  of  all  na- 
tions to  form  their  own  governments  and  to  administer 
their  own  internal  affairs  as  they  may  judge  proper ; 
and  however  they  may  in  these  respects  dififer  from 
us,  we  do  not  on  that  account,  regard  with  the  leas 
satisfaction  their  tranquillity  and  happiness. 

Your  committee,  having  thus  considered  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them  in  all  its  aspects,  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  it  is  just  and  expedient  to  ao- 
knowledge  the  independence  of  the  several  nations  of 
Spanish  America,  without  any  reference  to  the  di- 
versity in  the  forms  of  their  govermnents ;  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  opinion,  they  req^ectfuUy  submit 
the  following  resolntions: 
Jie$ohed,  That  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  ooa* 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


291 


1822.] 


MewUuiumatjf  Pmuiom  BilL 


[H.  ow  B. 


cur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  President  in  his 
Hesnge  of  the  8th  of  March,  1822,  Aat  the  Ameri- 
can provinces  of  Spain  which  have  declared  their  in- 
dependence, and  are  in  the  exyojment  of  it,  ought  to 
he  reoognixed  by  the  United  States  as  independent 
nations. 

Relived,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  som, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  due  effect 
to  such  recognition. 

THt7B8DAY)  March  21. 
Dutriet  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
triet  of  Oolombia,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
9th  instant,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  said  District)  reported  a  bill  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  the  bistriot  of  Columbia  to 
form  a  frame  of  government ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.— The  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  Bin  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Colnmbia  to  form  a  frame  of  Government. 

Be  ii  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepretent- 
atives  of  tJke  United  States  of  America,  m  Congrete 
astembUdf  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  hold  a 
Convention,  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  for  their 
benefit  to  have  tlie  rights  of  self-government  extend- 
ed to  them,  so  far  as  the  same  may  constitutionally 
be  done ;  and  if  they  shall  be  of  tmch  opinion,  to  form 
a  fnmie  of  government,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress 
for  their  approbation. 

Ssxx  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Canventkm  shall  be  composed  of  twelve  representa- 
tives for  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Washington  east  of  ^ock  Creek ;  of  eight 
representatives  for  the  town  of  Georgetown,  and  that 
part  of  the  county  west  of  Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine 
representatives  liom  the  town  and  county  of  Alexan- 
dria. The  said  representatives  to  be  free  white  tax- 
able males,  inhabitants  of  said  District,  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
by  the  free  white  taxable  males,  inhabitants  of  said 
IHstrict,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  on  the 

day  of next,  under  the  superintendence  of 

such  judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the  said  towns, 
and  subject  to  such  other  directions,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  persons 
so  chosen  shall  convene,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
at  such  place  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  on  the day  of ,  and  shall 

organize  themselves  by  the  appointment  of  a  presid- 
ing ofiioer,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. A  majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  and  their  proceedings  shall  be  communicat- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  by 
him  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session. 


Monday,  March  25. 
Betolutumary  Pennon  BUI. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 


Mr.  Eetbb  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section :  ^*  and  in  all  oases  he 
shall  be  considered  unable  to  support  himself  if 
he  is  over  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  bis 
property  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  Ketes  observed  that  this  was  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  two  acts  passed  by  Congress. 
The  first  was  passed  March  18, 1818,  which  was 
favorable  to  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolutionary  Army.  The  other  act  of 
Congress,  which  was  in  addition  to  the  act  of 
1818,  was  passed  May  1, 1820,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  K.,  it  had  torn  out  a  part  of  the 
bowels  of  die  act  of  1818 ;  for  it  gave  one  man 
authority  to  drop  from  the  pension  roll  as  many 
men  as  he  should  please — and  it  had  been  his 
pleasure  to  drop  from  the  pension  roll  in  per- 
suance  of  said  act,  more  of  the  old  soldiers  tnaa 
the  British,  and  their  allies,  the  Hessians  and 
Indians,  ever  slew  in  any  one  battle  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  And  the  striking  off  of  the 
pension  roll,  is  the  cause  of  so  numy  prayers  andt 
petitions  being  presented  to  this  Congress  from 
the  old  heroes — stating  that  they  were  wrong- 
fully struck  off  the  pension  roll,  and  now  beg- 
ging Congress  to  restore  them  to  said  roll  again; 
and  I  ask  Congress,  said  Mr.  K.,  what  will  you 
do  with  these  old  worthies?  Time  is  short — ^I 
mean  it  is  short  with  the  remnant  of  that  Rev- 
olutionary Army.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  make 
a  calculation.  Many  of  that  Army,  in  the  year 
1775,  were  rising  of  sixty  years  of  age  forty- 
seven  years  ago.  That  would  make  tiiis  class 
of  soldiers  one  hundred  and  seven  years  old. 
Where  are  they,  Mr.  Chairman?  The}'  are 
all  in  their  graves.  No  pensions  are  needed  for 
this  class  of  soldiers.  Bat,  sir,  generally  speak- 
ing, that  Army  were  from  the  age  of  forty-five 
to  eighteen  years  of  age.  Take  forty-five  and 
add  forty-seven  years,  since  the  commencement 
of  that  war,  and  it  would  make  that  class 
ninety-two  years  old  at  the  present  time.  I  ask 
where  are  they  ?  They  likewise  are  all  in  their 
graves,  or  nearly  alL  You  will  not  have  any 
pensions  to  give  them,  or,  if  any,  but  few.  We 
will  now  speak  of  the  youngest  class,  or  nearly 
so— eighteen  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
forty-seven  since,  will  make  that  class  nxty -five. 
This  class  is  in  the  evening  of  their  days,  and 
will  you  not  afford  them  a  little  relief?  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  was  one  of  those  American  Revolu- 
tionary rebels^  as  the  British  were  pleased  to 
call  us,  when  we  fought  under  the  aatbority  of 
the  thirteen  colonies,  and  I  well  remember  the 
cold  and  hunger,  the  fatigue  and  slaughter  which 
that  Army  had  to  meet  with.  Yes,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  Revolutionary  Army,  under  the  con- 
federated States,  underwent  every  thing  but 
death,  in  defending  their  country  from  the  op- 
pression and  tyranny  of  their  mother  country, 
and  thousands  and  thousands  of  them  were  slain 
in  that  bloody  and  awful  conflict.  These  old 
heroes  were  undoubtedly  the  bravest  men  that 
the  world  ever  produced,  ever  since  David 
fought  Goliath,  the  Lion,  and  the  Bear.  And 
how,  Mr.  Chairman,  weretheee  worthy  soldiers 
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paid  for  the  great  seryices  thej  had  rendered 
their  country?  I  answer,  they  were  paid  in 
rags,  made  into  Continental  bills,  which  bills 
represented  gold  and  silver.  Bat  these  bills 
were  never  redeemed,  therefore  the  soldiers 
were  never  paid  according  to  contract.  Bat 
these*  old  heroes,  after  they  had  spent  the  glory 
of  Iheir  days  in  defending  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  sat  down  easy  and  contented.  Ko 
marmoring— no  complaint  was  heard  from  them. 
No  prayers — no  petitions  were  presented  by 
them  to  Congress  to  give  them  pensions;  and 
so  the  old  heroes  would  have  remained  in  their 
poverty  until  death,  had  not  the  Congress  in 
Ilaroh,  1818,  of  their  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord, ansolidted  by  the  indigent  soldiers,  passed 
a  generous  law,  inviting  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  were  poor  and  needy,  to  come  and  take  & 
pension  for  life.  Congress  pointed  out  the  road 
for  them  to  come ;  and  what,  said  Mr.  K,  were 
the  requirements  of  Congress  in  that  bill?  I 
«nswer,  the  applicant  was  to  make  a  declaration 
'  under  oath,  before  a  United  States  judge,  or 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  State,  Territory,  or 
county,  where  the  applicant  resided,  stating  his 
reduced  circumstances,  and  need  of  his  country's 
help — ^the  time  he  engaged  in  the  United  States 
service— the  company,  regiment,  and  the  line 
of  the  Army  he  served  in,  the  time  and  manner 
of  his  discharge  from  the  Army,  and  what 
other  proof  was  in  his  power  to  make;  and 
when  he  had  thus  sworn  under  oath  before  the 
said  Judge,  and  made  what  other  proof  he  could 
— ^if  the  judge  was  of  the  opinion  he  had  served 
against  the  common  enemy,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act,  and  was  in  such  reduced 
circumstances  as  to  need  the  assistance  of  his 
country,  the  Judge  was  to  transmit  the  testimony 
in  the  case,  and  the  proceedings  had  thereon, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Departyient  of  War,  and 
if  he  was  satisfied  that  the  soldier  or  sailor 
comes  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  it  was 
his  duty  to  put  him  on  the  pension  rolL  And 
was  this  alL  Mr.  Chairman  ?  No — there  was 
a  clause  in  the  act  which  provided  that,  if  any 
applicant  gave  false  testimony  in  his  declara- 
tion, he  should  be  liable  to  indictment  for  wilM 
and  corrupt  perjury.  And  now  I  ask  every 
lawyer  in  this  Congress  the  question,  whether 
tiiere  was  any  other  legal  way  to  have  dropped 
any  soldier  from  the  pension  roll,  except  to  first 
convict  him  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjuiy?  And 
and  I  am  friUy  persuaded  that  every  lawyer  of 
good  understanding  will  join  me  in  the  opinion, 
that  there  was  not  any  other  legal  way  to  drop 
any  off  of  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  AuEXAimBB,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  order 
to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  him. 
He  was  not  so  much  opposed  to  the  second, 
which  resulted  from  the  necessity  of  the  case ; 
but,  rather  than  gain  that  at  the  expense  of  the 
other,  he  would  be  willing  to  give  up  the  whole. 
He  must  confess  his  surprise  to  find  his  friend 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cooes)  among  the  advo- 


cates of  this  bill,  who  had  at  all  times  evinced 
such  a  disposition  to  economize  every  depart- 
ment, and  to  bring  the  expenditure  within  the 
means  of  the  Government.  It  was  not  so  sur- 
pridng  to  find  a  support  elsewhere,  when  he  re- 
collected, at  a  former  period,  that  every  effort 
was  made  to  destroy  the  provisions  of  the  last 
act  upon  the  subject,  which,  however  reluc- 
tantly, gentlemen  are  obliged  to  admit  have 
been  extremely  salutary.  No  one  ever  thought 
under  the  original  act,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  appropriate  three  millions  of  dollars  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  And  no  one  can  take  upon  him- 
self to  say — ^not  even  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee^if  the  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape, 
that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  add  five 
hundred  thousand  or  a  million  to  the  present 
fund  for  the  present  purpose.  These  contingen- 
cies, like  some  others,  will  be  presented  at  a  time 
when  we  are  least  prepared  to  meet  the  de- 
mand, and  will  have  to  be  put  down  under  the 
head  of  deficiencies.  And  1  do  deem  it  of  some 
consequence  to  know  what  will  be  the  probable 
estimate,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  entail 
this  system  upon  the  nation.  The  amount^  how- 
ever, out  of  the  question,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  in  principle. 

Gentlemen  may  call  it  by  what  name  they 
please,  it  is  little  else  than  the  original  act  itseli^ 
liable  to  the  same  system  of  frau^  peijury,  and 
corruption,  which  have  heretofore  been  practis- 
ed upon  the  Government.  For,  sir,  what  is  the 
character  of  it?  It  provides  that  "in  all  cases 
where  persons  are  stricken  frt>m  the  pension  roU^ 
and  they  are  afterwards  from  any  cause  so  re- 
duced in  circumstances  as  to  be  incapable  of 
supporting  themselves,  they  may  be  permitted 
to  come  in  and  take  advantage  of  the  act  passed 
in  1820."  And,  my  word  for  it  there  will  be 
scarcely  one  who  wiU  not  bring  himself  within 
the  rule ;  for  we  know  how  easy  a  matter  it  is 
for  an  individual,  if  you  prescribe  to  him  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  required,  to  make  out 
his  case.  It  is  in  fact  an  invitation — ^nay,  an 
encouragement — to  those  who,  with  a  proper 
share  of  industry  and  exertion,  are  capaUe  of 
supporting  themselves  and  family,  to  get  rid  of 
the  little  property  which  they  have  as  an  en- 
cumbrance, by  putting  it  to  hazard  in  dissipation 
or  any  other  way,  provided  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  done  with  a  fraudulent  intent ;  and  (as  the 
ingenuity  of  man  is  always  capable  of  the  task) 
well  knowing  that,  let  the  worst  happen,  they 
can  here  take  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act, 
by  which  they  will  be  placed  in  a  more  solvent 
condition. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  will  be  the  case  with  all 
of  them,  but  that  it  will  with  the  greater  part 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  notwithstand- 
ing your  oaths,  your  schedules,  and  every  thing 
besides ;  particularly  when  we  have  been  told 
tliat  an  individual  who  once  claimed  the  honor 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  it  is  presumed  stood 
well  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  felt  no 
scruples  upon  this  subject.  And  with  such  high 
examples  Wore  their  eyes,  is  it  at  all  wonderfdl 
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that  they  who  move  in  a  mnoh  humbler  sphere 
should  equally  disregard  the  Bolenmity  and  ob- 
ligation of  an  oath  t 

I  do  not  mean  to  disparage  the  olaim  of  the 
Revolutionary  soldier,  bnt,  as  my  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Bandouph)  very  properly  remarked 
on  a  former  oooasion,  it  is  disparaged  by  the 
very  act  itselfl  For  yon  know,  sir,  it  is  one 
thing  to  face  yonr  enemy,  and  another  to  turn 
your  back  upon  him ;  and  no  one  will  pretend 
to  say,  that  these  are  equally  deserving  the  af- 
fections of  the  American  people. 

Grentlemen  tell  us  that  the  Revolation&ry  sol- 
di^  is  fast  hastening  to  his  home ;  and  the  one 
who  spoke  first  in  this  debate  (Mr.  Keyxs)  un- 
dertook to  prove — what  is  reduced  to  almost 
arithmetical  certainty — ^that  the  first  enlistment 
is  fidrly  off  the  stage,  and  the  last  well  turned 
of  sixty,  and  a  few  more  days  will  light  their 
**way  to  dusty  death.'^  Yes,  sir,  labitur  et 
labetur  is  applied  to  the  progress  of  time,  and 
I  wish  it  may  not  with  some  propriety  be  ap- 

Slied  to  the  Revolutionary  coarse  of  the  sol- 
iers ;  for  in  truth,  from  the  evidence  before 
us,  they  put  me  very  much  in  mind  of  the  buck- 
ram gentry,  who,  instead  of  diminishing,  mul- 
tiply in  a  geometrical  ratio.  The  system,  sir, 
is  wrong  in  itself;  and  the  more  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  mended,  the  worse  it  is  for  the  na- 
tion. 

Mr,  MoCoY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  was  lost;  when  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  26. 
Freyeet  of  the  French  citizen^  Mom.  Frwnclieu, 
far  the  Protection  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prem. 
The  Sfeuoer  laid  before  the  House  two 
pamphlets  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him 
as  Speaker,  by  Monsieur  Franclieu,  a  citizen  of 
France,  containing  a  project  for  the  protection 
of  the  Uberty  of  the  press,  which  he  desired  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 
They  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

EenohUiona/ry  Pention  BUL 
An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  providing  for  the  relief  of 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  th^  United  States  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,^  was  read  the  third  time. 

And.  on  the  question,  *^  Shall  the  said  bill 
pass?''  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  128,  nays  28. 

JEstpendUuree  on  PubUe  Buildinge, 
Mr.  Nblsoit,  (^Massachusetts, from  theOom- 
mittee  on  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Ezpenditares  on  the  Publio 
Bnildioffa,  report:  That  it  appears  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pnblic  Buildings,  | 
laid  before  the  committee,  that  his  disbuxsements  on  i 


account  of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  daring 

the  year  1821,  were  as  follows,  vis : 

For  materials  .....     $82,209  50 

For  freight,  warfage,  drayage,  tools, 
smith's  bill,  fuel,  stationeiy,  &c.     -        7,922  49 

For  compensation  to  architect,  clerk, 
and  three  persons  at  the  head  of 
carvers^,  stonecutters',  and  carpen- 
ters^ departments  ....         8,250  00 

For  labor,  including  pay  of  five  persons 
employed  as  foremen  and  overseers  -       58,983  80 

Amount  expended  on  centre  building 

of  Capitol,  in  1821        ...   |102,8U  29 

And  there  was  expended  upon  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  in  the  same  year, 
the  sum  of   -        -        -        .        .         5,405  82 

For  old  Executive  offices  ...         5,786  67 

For  ground  around  the  Capitol   -        -         2,017  56 

Amount  expended  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  Capitol  square,  in  1821       -  $115,473  84 


Appropriations, 
March  8,  1821.     For  the  work  on  cen- 

tre  building  of  Capitol,  in  addition  to 

unexpended  balances  of   appropim- 

tions  to  other  buildings    .        .        -  $80,000  00 
Januazy  1,  1821.   The  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  former  appropriations  for  the 

centre  building,   as  appears  by  the 

Commissioner's  letter,  of  the  25th  of 

January,  1821,  was-        ...    85,66419 
The  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 

tions  of  the  11th  of  April,  1820,  for 

wings  of  Capitol  and  Senate  Chamber, 

transTerred  by  act  of  8d  March,  1821, 

was 998  28 

March  8,  1819.    For  covering  the  old 

Executive  offices  with  Slate    -        .      10,00000 
March  8,  1821.    For  covering  the  roof 

of  the  President's  house  with  copper  7,845  00 

March  8,  1821.    For  graduating  and 

improving    the   ground  around  the 

Capitol 2,000  00 

Amount  ^>plicable  to  public  buildings 

and  Capitol  square,  m  1821     .        .  $186,502  45 


From  the  forogoing  statement  it  will  be  perceived 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  excess  in  the  dis- 
bursement on  Capitol  square,  the  expenditures  have 
been  kept  within  the  appropriations ;  that,  on  the  1st 
January,  1822,  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  of 
appropriations  for  the  centra  building  and  wings  of 
the  Capitol,  of  $14,848  16,  applici^e  to  the  work 
on  the  centra  building ;  and  that  the  amount  of  the 
sums  expended  upon  the  President's  house,  the  old 
Executive  offices,  and  the  ground  around  the  Capi- 
tol, in  1821,  is  less  by  $6,685  45  than  the  amount  of 
appropriations  for  those  objects,  by  the  acts  of  the 
8d  of  March,  1819,  and  the  8d  of  March,  1821.  An 
appropriation  of  $700  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1821,  for  improvements  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in 
the  library,  is  not  embraced  in  the  above  statement. 
The  committee  aro  of  opinion  that  the  materials 
wera  purohased  at  moderate  prices ;  that  the  labor 
was  procured  on  reasonable  tenns;  and  that  the 
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iroik  bas  been  executed  in  a  substantial  and  work- 
manlike manner. 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ^slbon, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Florida    Territorial  Oatemment — Refusal  to 
Extend  "  tlie  Principles  of  the  Constitution  " 
to  the  Territory  for  the  Protection  of  Liberty^ 
Property^  and  Religion;  and  the  Grant  of  the 
same  Protection  under  the  Ordinance  of  ^87 ^ 
and  the  Treaty  of  Cession, 
The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
xnittee  of  the  Whele  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  Ter- 
ritorial government  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Hill  proposed  to  insert  in  the  20th  line 
of  seventh  section,  after  the  word  ^^  court,"  the 
words  who  shall  reside  in  or  near  St.  Augustine 
and  Pensaoola.  respectively."  The  amendment 
was  supportea  bj  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Mesara.  Ssbokant  and  Moobb,  of  Alabama, 
when  the  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment 
negatived. 

Many  amendments  were  proposed  and  con- 
fiidered ;  among  which  were  two  by  Mr.  San- 
DSBB,  of  North  Carolina,  which  gave  rise  to 
some  debate,  one  of  which  was  withdrawn  by 
the  mover,  and  the  other  was  adopted.  Among 
the  gentlemen  who  proposed  or  spoke  to  amend- 
ments, were  Messrs.  Allbk,  of  Massachusetts, 
fiiTBTON,  Rhba,  and  many  others. 

Mr.  MoNTOOMEBT,  after  a  few  pre&tory  re- 
marks) submitted,  as  a  substitute  for  a  section 
which  it  was  proposed  to  strike  out,  the  fol- 
bwing: 

And  be  iifitrther  enacted,  That  all  the  principles  of 
the  United  States  Constitution,  for  the  security  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  and  for  the  security  of 
property,  and  the  saoredness  of  rights  to  things  in  ac- 
tion ;  and  all  the  prohibitions  to  legislation,  as  well 
with  respect  to  Congress  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
applicable  to  the  said  Territory,  mm  paramount  acts. 

Mr.  Bhba  said  he  would  vote  against  striking 
out  the  section  under  consideration.  We  have, 
said  he,  lately  obtained  the  sovereignty  of 
Horida.  The  people  inhabiting  that  country 
have  not  long  been  oomprehenaed  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  The  ninth 
[tenth]  section  of  the  bill  contains  three  great 
principles,  namely :  one  securing  the  right  of 
conscience,  one  securing  personal  liberty,  and 
another  securing  the  right  of  property.  The 
people  of  Florida  (except  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  may  have  removed  there  either 
temporarily  or  permanently)  know  little  of  our 
constitution  and  laws;  to  these  they  are  stran- 
gers. Many  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  require  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  them  into  operation.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  the  Constitiltion  of  the 
United  States  covers  the  people  of  Florida,  and 
that  is  sufficient.  The  treaty  whereby  Spain 
ceded  Florida  to  the  United  States  might  as 
well  be  urged  in  this  argument  as  the  Constitu- 


tion of  the  United  States ;  for  that  trea^  pro- 
vides for  the  security  of  the  people  of  florida 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  and  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  right  of  property.  The  Ooq- 
stitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  into  this  Union; 
the  treaty  with  Spain  provides  that  the  people 
of  florida  shall,  in  due  time,  be  admitted  into 
this  Union ;  but  laws  of  the  United  States, 
providing  for  such  admission,  are  necessary. 
Who  has  heard  of  a  new  State  being  admitted 
into  this  Union  without  laws  of  tiie  United 
States  providing  for  such  admission?  This 
^^bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
government  in  Florida,^'  provides  that  certain 
laws  of  the  United  States  shall  have  full  force 
and  effect  in  Florida.  The  reasons  urged  for 
striking  out  the  ninth  section  may,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  urged  for  striking  out  the  eighth 
section  of  this  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
said  laws  shall  be  in  force  and  obtain  in  Flori^ 
da,  because  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, and  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  give 
power  to  Congress  to  enact  such  laws.  That 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  shall  ob- 
tain and  have  full  force  and  effect  in  a  territory 
not  included  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of 
the  territories  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  or 
either  of  them,  but  which  has  been  acquired 
by  treaty  from  any  foreign  power  since  the 
adoption  of  that  constitution,  and  that  the  in- 
habitants of  such  territory  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  ^e  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  sanc- 
tioned and  confirmed  by  the  constitution  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  it  appears  neces- 
sary and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  sovereign  people 
shall,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
enact  laws  preparatory  to,  and  declaratory  o^ 
the  admission  of  such  territorv  to  a  participa- 
tion of  the  rights,  &c.,  derived  from  the  con- 
stitution, and  afterwards  to  be  admitted  a  State 
of  this  Union  on  the  same  footing  as  one  of  the 
original  States ;  the  people  of  such  new  State 
wiU  then  have  their  full  representation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
then  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
in  full  operation  in  and  over  such  new  States  as 
it  is  in  one  of  the  original  States. 

Religious  liberty,  the  right  to  worship  the 
Eternal,  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
is  the  highest  right  a  human  being  can  pos- 
sess. The  treaties  made  by  the  United  States 
with  foreign  powers,  by  which  territory  has 
been  acquired,  do  guarantee  religious  liberty^ 
the  right  to  worship  the  Eternal,  agreeably  to 
the  dictates  of  conscience,  to  the  people  of  that 
acquired  territory.  The  first  article  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
declares  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  re- 
specting an  establishment  of  religion,  or  pro- 
hibiting the  exercise  thereof— the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  guarantees  to  each  State 
a  republican  form  of  government ;  and  the  con- 
stitution of  each  State  req>ectively  guarantees 
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to  the  citizeDs  thereof  the  freedom  of  religious 
opinions,  professions,  or  worship — and  the  citi- 
zens are  protected  in  their  liberty  and  proper- 
ty. The  ninth  section  of  this  bill  proviaes  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Florida  shall  be  protected  in 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  exercise  of  their 
religion ;  thereby  connrming,  by  the  sovereign 
powers  of  the  United  States,  the  rights  which 
the  Florida  treaty  reserved  to  thein. 

This  ninth  section^  so  far  as  it  goes,  may  be 
considered  as  a  constitution  containing  princi- 
ples of  a  permanent  nature ;  on  which  is  bot- 
tomed, 80  far  as  this  bill  provides,  the  consti- 
tutional compact  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  the  people  of  Florida;  this  section 
declares  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  that  they 
shall  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  religion — and  it  noti- 
fies them  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  valid,  which 
shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain  them  in  the 
freedom  of  their  religious  opinions,  professions, 
or  worship. 

In  all  ages,  men  who  sincerely  worshipped 
the  Almighty,  in  any  manner  or  form,  have 
deemed  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  free- 
dom of  religious  opinions  most  sacred ;  of  this 
right  they  have  been  most  tenacious,  and  have 
suffered  persecution  of  every  kind  rather  than 
surrender  or  give  it  up  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
others.  The  inhabitants  of  Florida  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  tenacious  of  their  religious  opin- 
ions, as  well  as  of  their  liberty  and  rights  of 
property.  They  may  have  been  informed  that 
the  Florida  treaty  provides  that  they  shall  pos- 
sess these  rights — ^they  may  imderstand  that 
they  are  to  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible  into 
this  Union,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  let  the  ninth  section  of  this  bill 
be  retained,  and  they  will  be  expressly  in- 
formed that  the  rights  enumerated  in  this  sec- 
tion are  to  them  confirmed  by  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  striking 
out  the  10th  section,  (of  which  Mr.  Montoom- 
xbt's  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  inserted 
as  a  substitute,)  and  the  motion  was  lost.* 


^  This  prompt  r^ection  of  Mr.  Montgomery's  proposition, 
allows  wlist  the  Congress  of  1822  thonght  of  the  right  of 
territories  to  the  enjoyment  of  any  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  TTntted  States.  The  proposition  wss  to  extend,  not 
the  constitatlon  generally,  but  the  ** principles'  of  it,  in 
three  emimerated  cases,  to  the  territory ;  and  it  was  rejected 
upon  the  ground  that  the  **prificipU9  "  of  the  constitution 
required  laws  of  Congress  to  put  them  into  operation ;  and 
also  upon  the  ground  that  the  bill  Itself  contained  the  three 
principles,  (as  all  territorial  bills  did  from  the  ordinance  of 
^  down  to  the  present  time.)  The  three  principles  were: 
protection  to  liberty,  property,  and  religion;  so  that  the 
only  question  between  Mr.  Montgomery's  proposition  sad 
the  clause  already  in  the  bill  waa,  as  to  the  tenure  by  which 
these  rights  should  be  held;  whether  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  under  a  law  of  Congress  and  the 
treaty  of  oesalon.  And  the  decision  was,  that  they  should 
be  held  under  the  law  and  the  treaty.  Thus  a  direct  Issue 
was  made  between  constitutional  rights  on  one  hand,  and 


Mr.  Waucbb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  authorize  the  people  of  Florida  to  elect 
their  Legislative  Council.  The  question  was 
taken  and  lost — ^ayes  16. 

Mr.  OoLDKN  cidled  for  the  reading  of  a  me- 
morial of  certain  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  suppression  of  slavery  in 
Florida,  and  which  had  been  referred  to  this 
committee ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended  to  the  House,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  respectively  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  amend  the  7th  line  of 
the  6th  section,  by  inserting  after  the  wdrd 
"  law,"  the  words  "  which  is  now  in  force  or 
which  shall  hereafter  be  passed.'^ 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  MoDxtf- 
Fix,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MoKTQOMEBT  agslu  submitted  the  sub- 
stitute he  had  offered  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  which  was  again  negatived. 

Ko  further  amendment  having  been  offered, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Wkditxsdat,  March  27. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consid- 
er the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, on  the  petition  of  the  General  Araembly 
of  Alabama,  for  permission  to  tax  certain  lands; 
and  the  said  report  was  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tiible. 

Mr.  Warfisld  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  inatmcted  to  inqniie  into  the  expediency  of 
appropriating  a  sufficient  som  of  money  to  turnpike 
the  post  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Washington  to 
Fredericktown,  in  the  State  of  Maxyland. 


the  discretion  of  Congress  on  the  other,  in  the  government 
of  this  territory,  and  decided  promptiy,  and  without  debate 
(for  there  was  no  speech  after  that  of  Mr.  Bhea  on  either 
side,)  against  the  constitution.  It  was  tantamount  to  the 
express  declaration,  **  You  ehall  have  these  prinotplee 
vihiehareiniheeonslUiMon;  hut  fu4  as  a  eonsMuUonal 
rights  nor  even  as  a  grant  uvDn  the  constitution^  but  as 
ajusOceftowing  from  our  discretion^  and  as  an  obPfgO" 
tion  imposed  bp  the  treaty  iohioh  iran^rred  you  to  owr 
sovereignty.'^  This  is  the  language  which  this  legislation 
speaks ;  and  I  defy  any  language  to  be  more  explicit— more 
to  the  point— or  more  authoritatire. 

The  following  is  the  tenth  section  of  the  bill,  granting 
these  rights  to  the  territory,  and  other  rights,  constituting, 
in  ikct,  its  oonstitatioa : 

"Bio.  la  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  the  end 
that  the  inhabitants  may  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  no  law  shall  ever  be 
valid  which  shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain,  the  free- 
dom of  religious  opinions,  professions,  or  worship.  They 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  coipua. 
They  shall  be  bailable,  in  all  cases,  except  for  oapitafof 
fences,  where  the  proof  Is  evident  or  the  presumption  great 
All  lines  shall  be  moderate  and  proportioned  to  the  effenoe ; 
and  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  cruel  or  unu- 
sual punishments  inflicted.  No  eaa  post  facto  law,  or  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  shall  ever  bo  passed: 
nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  uses,  without 
just  compensation." 
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And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the 
resolution  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Bicm  called  for  the  consideration  of  a 
resolution  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  for 
placing  a  glass  ceiling  under  t^e  dome  of  the 
Representative  Hall,  but  the  House  refused  to 
consider  the  same,  ayes  62,  noes  64. 

Hr.  Bbid  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

lUtolvedy  That  the  eanvas  lately  ooveriog  the  Hall, 
be  replaced,  under  the  direction  of  the  Spe&er. 

But  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  MoFarland.  The 
House  agreed  to  consider  the  same,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  On  the  question  of  en- 
grofisiuff  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Cooks,  Alsxaitdsh,  and 
MoCoT,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Cook,  Steb- 
UNG,  of  New  York,  and  Moobe,  of  Alabama ; 
when,  after  a  further  amendment,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Bakkin,  had  been  adopted,  the 
said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing £e  disagreement  of  that  House  to  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  granting  certain  lots  of 
lands  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of 
Mobile,  &c. ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sxbobant, 
the  House  receded  from  their  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  passed. 

Col.  TrumbulPs  Faintinffs, 
The  joint  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by 
Hr.  Blaokledoe,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  relative  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition of  the  paintings  of  Colonel  Trumbull, 
was  called  up,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
following  substitute  was  received  in  lieu  there- 
of; 

jRetoltedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  three  members,  jointly  with  such  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  examine  and 
report  to  the  respective  Houses  the  most  eligible  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  the  national  paintings  exe- 
cuted by  Colonel  Trambnll,  nnder  the  anthority  of 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Government  of  Florida. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  government  in 
Florida,  with  the  amendments  adopted  in  this 
House,  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  without  debate,  and  carried  without 
opposition.  [The  bill  has  to  go  back  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments.] 

Fugitive  Slavee. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 


in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall 
escape  to  any  other  State  or  Territory. 

No  amendment  having  been  proposed  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  the  second  was  read, 
when 

Mr.  CoLDXN  moved  to  strike  from  the  differ- 
ent parts  thereof  where  they  occurred,  the 
words  *^  or  justice,"  so  as  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  the  power  contained  in  that  section,  to  judges 
of  a  court  of  record.  He  contended  that  the 
great  powers  contemplated,  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  justices  of  tne  peace,  who  were,  in 
rank,  the  most  inferior  ofScers  to  whom  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  is  confided. 

Mr.  Wbight  replied,  and  observed  that  he 
had  no  great  objection  to  this  specific  proposi- 
tion; nor  did  he  wish  to  extend  the  powers 
contemplated  by  the  bill  to  juslaces  of  the 
peace,  but  contended  that  the  word  justice^  in 
the  bill,  was  used  in  its  primitive  sense.  Mr. 
W.  extended  his  renuurks  to  considerable  length, 
not  only  in  respect  to  the  amendment,  but  on 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  which  he 
contended  were  in  conformity  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  each  member  of  the  House  was 
sworn  to  observe. 

Mr.  MooBE,  of  Virginia,  observed  that  he 
felt  a  strong  and  peculiar  interest  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  He  thought  he  shoula  be 
correct  in  saying  that  the  district  he  represent- 
ed sustained  an  annual  loss  of  four  o^  five 
thousand  dollars  by  runaway  slaves.  The  law 
of  1798  was  inadequate  to  the  object  it  pro- 
posed to  effect ;  and  he  believed  a  bill  of  this 
sort  was  indispensably  necessary,  and  urged  a 
variety  of  reasous  in  &vor  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  then  withdrew  the  amendment 
he  had  proposed,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  to  test  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
He  observed  that  no  man  would  go  further 
than  he  would  to  give  effect  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  all  agreed  to  denominate  sacred. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  visionary  philanthro- 
pists who  would  contend  for  immediate  aud 
universal  emancipation.  He  was  aware  that 
such  an  attempt  was  impracticable,  however 
greatly  it  was  to  be  desired.  As  a  primary 
consideration,  it  was  first  to  be  determined 
whether  this  bill  contained  any  necessary  and 
valuable  provisions  beyond  those  already  exist- 
ing, and  under  this  view  of  the  subject  he  ex- 
amined with  minuteness  the  present  laws  on 
the  subject,  and  contrasted  them  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  He  thought  the  latter  were 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  and 
had  a  direct  and  efficient  agency  to  promote  the 
traffic  which  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  ex- 
tent of  seizing  free  blacks  and  selling  them  for 
slaves.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  compe- 
tent to  violate  the  principles  of  civil  liberty 
merely  because  some  districts  had  sustained 
injury,  as  ^^  been  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moobe.) 

Mr.  Wbioht  believed  that  the  bill  was  suffi- 
I  dently  guarded  for  the  protection  of  civil  lib- 
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erty — ezpreased  hiB  devotioii  to  its  cause,  and 
to  the  prmdples  of  the  constitntion,  and  his 
insh  thiat  the  ffeatleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
GoLDKn)  would  nnite  in  gaardlng  the  bill  from 
encroachments  upon  that  instrument^  if  he 
feared  it  was  about  to  be  impaired.  Mr.  W. 
referred  to  cases  that  had  occurred  in  Mary- 
land and  elsewhere,  which  called  imperiously 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Nblsok, 
of  Virginia,  against  the  motion,  and  by  Mr. 
Chxmbsbs  in  support  of  it,  Mr.  Woodoook 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  pro- 
gress, which  was  agreed  to,  and  leave  was 
given  to  the  committee  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  March  28. 
Vaccination, 

Mr.  SEBAEASfT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  requiring  that  committee  to  inauire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying 
the  law  of  1818,  on  the  subject  of  vaccination, 
moved  that  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  BuBTON  said  that  it  was  a  matter  of  much 
more  importance  than  those  not  immediately  in- 
terested believed  it  to  be.  Ten  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  he  said,  had  lost  their  lives — and  by 
whom  ?  By  the  act  of  a  man  who  styled  him- 
self the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  a  law  of 
the  United  States  had  placed  it  in  his  power  to 
do  this  irreparable  injury.  If  this  subject  was 
not  to  be  inquired  into,  what  would  be  the  im- 
pression on  the  public  mind  ?  Would  not  the 
boasted  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
be  considered  a  solemn  farce,  if  the  lives  of  our 
fellow-citzens  were  to  be  taken,  and  passed  over 
with  the  same  indifference  as  if  there  had  been 
so  many  cattle  slaughtered?  My  object,  said 
Mr.  B.,  is  to  repeal  the  law,  or  place  the  institu- 
tion on  a  more  respectable  footing,  and  make  the 
agent  in  some  way  responsible,  that  the  same 
accident  may  not  again  occur.  He  further  said, 
he  believed  he  coidd  prove,  to  the  satlsfiEustion 
of  any  impartial  mind,  that  the  present  agency 
was  not  only  a  nuisance,  but  a  nuisance  of  the 
most  dangerous  kind. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Bubton,  Hall,  Whipflb,  Holoombb, 
and  Dabl^gtoit,  were  appointed  said  select 
committee. 

S(nith  American  OovernmentB. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  recommending  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  South  American  provinces, 
and  proposing  an  appropriation  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect 

The  resolutions  with  which  the  report  con- 
cludes are  as  follows: 

Setolved,  That  the  Houae  of  Bapreaentativet  oonour 


in  the  opinion  ezpreeaed  by  the  President,  in  bis  Mes- 
sage of  the  8th  of  Maich,  1822,  that  the  American 
provinces  of  Spain,  which  have  declared  their  inde- 
pendence, and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  ought  to  be 
recognized  by  the  United  States  as  independent 
nations. 

JResoivedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  arid  Means 
be  instmcted  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  smn,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  due  effect 
to  such  recognition. 

Mr.  Tbdcblb  said,  that  as  he  had,  some  weeks 
past,  offered  a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  all  the 
South  American  Governments,  and  as  the  prop- 
osition before  the  committee  was  in  accordance 
with  his  feelings  and  his  wishes,  it  might  be  ex- 
pected here,  as  he  was  sure  it  would  elsewhere, 
that  he  should  say  something  on  the  occasion. 
When  he  offered  the  resolution  referred  to,  it 
was  his  intention  to  discuss  the  sublect  freely 
and  at  large.  He  would  have  entered  upon  that 
discussion  with  much  zeal  he  was  sure,  but,  he 
feared,  without  much  ability.  Happily,  the 
Messaffe  and  documents  had  given  a  new  taoe  to 
the  whole  subject,  and  saved  the  people  the  un- 
pleasant necessity  of  expressing  an  opinion  against 
the  course  of  policy  which  their  fears  had  pre- 
pared them  to  expect.  Had  the  President  failed 
to  recommend  the  recognition  of  those  Govern- 
ments, impartial  history — if  men  may  look  dimly 
into  futurity — would  have  torn  from  his  temples 
the  garland  which  a  grateful  countrv  had  placed 
there,  as  a  reward  for  his  public  and  revolation- 
ary  services.  But  he  has  not  failed.  Futhfhl 
to  the  principles  which  gave  birth  to  our  own 
revolution,  and  regardful  of  the  voice  and  wishes 
of  his  country,  he  has  recommended  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  all  the  nations  of  America.  It  was 
a  Message  of  good  tidings  to  twenty  millions  of 
freemen.  It  nils  up  the  measure  of  his  fame, 
and  now  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave,  with 
his  patriot  compeers,  ripe  in  age,  and  full  of 
honor  and  renown. 

Mr.  T.  congratulated  the  President  and  the 
country,  and  die  iriends  of  freedom  every  where, 
upon  the  great  political  event  just  struggling 
into  birth.  The  friends  of  America,  he  sai^ 
are  not  called  upon  now,  as  formerly,  to  show 
that  its  Governments  are  indc^ndent.  The 
President  aflSrms  the  fact,  and  none  will  question 
his  veracity.  The-  letters  of  Mr.  Torres  prove 
all  that  is  material  to  know,  and  the  Message 
admits  his  statements  to  be  true.  They' are 
known  to  be  so  by  all  Europe  and  America. 
Those  letters,  said  Mr.  T.,  do  honor  to  the  heart 
and  head  that  wrote  them.  They  equal  in  merit 
the  finest  State  papers  of  the  age.  Colombia 
may  claim  the  writer  and  the  facts  as  hers,  but 
the  papers  are  the  property  of  nations.  Free  gov- 
ernments will  preserve  them  as  invaluable  treaa- 
urea.  Such  a  man  is  an  ornament  to  his  country, 
as  his  country  is  an  ornament  to  others.  Everv 
thing,  he  said,  from  tiiat  Republic  fills  us  with 
admiration.  The  valor  of  its  armies— the  patriot- 
lam  of  the  people— their  devotion  to  the  cause 
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of  independeooe,  entitle  them  to  our  profound 
regard.  But,  above  all,  their  oonstitntion,  sim- 
ilar in  all  its  important  features  to  onr  own,  is 
most  flattering  to  onr  pride,  and  most  consoling 
to  onr  hopes.  We  have  the  best  authority  for 
believing  that  Bnenos  Ajres,  Ohili,  and  Pern, 
are  advancing  in  the  science  of  self-government ; 
and,  although  we  know  but  little  of  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico,  yet  what  we  do  know  gives 
assurances  that  it  also  has  a  Bolivar.  Much,  it 
would  seem,  is  in  the  power  of  Iturbide.  Let 
us  hope  that  he  will  not  sacrifice  his  country  on 
the  altar  of  ambition,  and  that  Mexico,  like 
Colombia,  will  have  its  Washington. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  trouble  the 
committee  with  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  Revolution ;  nor  to  array  before  them  the 
great  events  which  had  conducted  the  Spanish 
colonies  to  independence.  He  would  omit  a 
summary  of  sieges ;  ^^  of  battles  lost  and  won ;" 
of  invading  armies,  and  the  means  and  measures 
taken  to  conquer  or  expel  them ;  nor  would  he 
digress  into  statistical  estimates  or  geographical 
details,  especially  as  all  these  were  better  known 
to  a  member  near  him,  (Mr.  Poinsett,  ^  who,  he 
hoped,  would  assist  the  committee  witn  his  in- 
formation; and  also  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Nelson,)  both  of  whom,  he  was  sure, 
would  be  listened  to  with  much  pleasure  by  the 
House. 

One  fact,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  clear :  All  the  Spanish 
nations  of  America  are' free.  .  They  have  all 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  *^  holding  her  as 
they  do  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war, 
in  peace  friend^*."  Each  has  declared  itself  in- 
dependent, and  all  enjoy  the  rights  of  self-gov- 
ernment, under  the  guarantee  of  written  consti- 
tutions, adopted  or  preparing  for  adoption. 
Hitherto  we  have  maintained  a  strict  neu- 
trality between  the  two  Spains.  We  shall  do 
the  same  in  future,  but  there  is  a  period  beyond 
which  nations  cannot  safely  refuse  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  each  other.  No  states- 
man has  asserted,  or  will  assert,  unless  he  in- 
tends to  invite  the  execrations  of  his  country, 
that  we  ought  always  to  refuse  a  recognition. 
All  agree  that  we  must,  at  some  time  or  other, 
act  upon  the  subject  The  President  informs 
us  that  the  time  has  oome,  and  there  ought  to 
be  but  one  opinion  about  vie  manner  of  making 
the  acknowledgment.  The  respect  which  free 
Governments  owe  to  themselves,  and  to  each 
other,  ought  to  decide  the  question.  It  was 
the  known  usage,  he  said,  among  crowned 
heads,  to  send  ambassadors  of  the  highest  rank 
to  each  other,  and  ministers  of  the  lowest 
grades  to  republics;  and  for  that  very  reason, 
republics  ought  to  send  ambassadors  of  the 
highest  rank  to  each  other,  and  ministers  of  the 
lowest  grade  to  crowned  heads.  This  ought  to 
be  decisive,  in  extcaordinary  cases  like  the  preiD- 
ent.  He  would  not  advance  an  opinion  as  to 
the  number  of  ministers  that  ought  tp  be  sent 
out,  but  he  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  in  justice 
to  the  country,  that  ambassadors  extraordinary 
ought  to  be  sent  to  Colombia  and  Mexico ;  and 


if  ever  the  best  talent  JUi  the  nation  ought  to  be 
selected  for  a  mission,  this  was  surely  the  oc- 
casion. If  a  free  people  ought  at  any  period 
to  appear  in  all  their  weight  of  character  and 
talent,  arrayed  in  all  the  pride  of  plain  republi- 
can simplicity,  this  was  the  time.  He  was 
much  mistaken  if  the  country  would  tolerate 
any  selection,  made  from  among  citizens  of  sec- 
ond rate  capacity. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  nations  of  America  had  suf- 
fered more  from  the  severity  of  commercial  in- 
terdictions and  colonial  monopoly,  than  they 
had  from  the  cruelty  of  arbitrary  power — ^that 
commercial  vassalage  had  been  more  oppree- 
sive  to  them  than  political  dependence;  and 
that  they  are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  free  trade  as  they  are  of  free  gov- 
ernment— ^that  the  radical  change  made  in  their 
political  condition  would  necessarily  be  attend- 
ed with  a  corresponding  change  in  their  com- 
mercial intercourse  and  maritime  relations — 
that  their  case,  in  all  its  aspects,  was  similar  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  would  terminate 
in  similar  results — ^that  the  entire  emancipation 
of  the  new  from  the  old  continent  could  oxdj 
be  effected  by  two  great  revolutions :  the  one 
political,  the  other  commercial — that  both  had 
commenced  in  the  United  States  under  the 
most  favorable  auspices,  and  were  progressing 
southward  in  the  ^^full  tide  of  successfd  exper- 
iment"— ^that  these  revolutions  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  a  "wide-spread  range"  of  moral  refor- 
mation— that  the  new  hemisphere  had  produced 
a  new  catalogue  of  civil  maxims — ^a  new  family 
of  political  institutions — a  new  code  of  com- 
mercial regulations — ^that  all  civilized  nations 
were  under  the  dominion  of  two  great  social 
systems,  differing  widely  from  each  other — that 
one  was  established  in  the  Oceidental,  the  oth- 
er in  the  Oriental  world — ^that  the  spirit  of  the 
age  was  against  the  European  system — ^that  the 
American  system  had  invaded  Europe,  and 
spread  alarm  and  consternation  everywhere 
among  its  kings  and  emperors — ^that  a  coalition 
of  crowned  heads  was  created  to  oppose  it,  and 
two  millions  of  armed  men  embodied  to  expel 
it  from  that  continent.  And  what,  said  he,  are 
these  systems?  What  is  the  American  sys- 
tem? Why  is  it  that  it  agitates  two  worlds? 
Why  should  kings  shudder  at  it,  while  their 
subjects  bid  it  welcome?  Of  what  is  it  com- 
posed? What  is  the  element  that  thus,  when 
unresisted,  operates  unseen,  but,  when  opposed, 
launches  its  thunderbolts  at  diadems,  and  shakes 
the  nations  like  an  earthquake?  It  has  two 
aspects,  two  essential  principles— one  politicaL 
the  other  commerciaL  The  first  is  known  ana 
distinguished  by  written  constitutions,  r^re- 
sentative  government,  religious  toleration,  free- 
dom of  opinion,  of  spee<£,  and  of  the  press. 
The  second,  by  sailors^  rights,  free  trade,  and 
freedom  of  the  seas.  Contrast  it  with  the  Euro- 
pean system.  The  political  character  of  that 
system  is  aristocracy,  monarchy,  imperial  gov- 
ernment, arbitrary  power,  passive  obedience, 
and  unconditional  sabmiasion.    Its  commercial 
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character  is  prohibitioB,  restriction,  interdic- 
tion, impressment^  colonial  monopoly,  and  mar- 
itime domination.  These  systems,  said  he,  are 
the  antipodes  of  each  other.  Thej  are  sworn 
enemies,  and  cannot  harmonize. 

The  American  system  is  free  government  and 
free  trade;  monarchy  and  monopoly  is  that  of 
Europe.  Bat  the  European  system  is  artificial, 
and  wHl  x>eri8h  with  the  spnrions  causes  that 
produced  it.  The  American  system  is  natural, 
and,  therefore,  durable— natural,  because  it 
springs  from  public  opinion — ^from  the  embodied 
will  of  nations  acting  freely  for  themselves; 
durable,  because  it  reposes  upon  written  consti- 
tutions. Its  first  appearance  struck  the  despots 
with  dismay.  Our  Revolution  gave  it  birth. 
Its  nativity  was  cast  among  these  States.  It 
grows  with  their  growth,  and  strengthens  with 
iheir  strength.  The  impulse  of  the  age  accel- 
erates its  motion.  Nothing  can  impede  its 
march,  because  it  moves  in  the  mi^esfy  of  na- 
tional opinion,  and  public  opinion  is  a  power 
that  cannot  be  resisted.  From  every  zone  we 
hear  of  Congresses,  elected  by  the  people,  as- 
sembled and  assembling  to  establish  written 
oonstitations.  The  system  spreads  like  light — 
its  rays  fall  everywhere.  The  nations  hail  it 
as  the  harbinger  of  peace  and  happiness.  They 
act  wisely  in  laboring  to  adopt  it^  seeing  that 
the  people  of  this  Union  have  prospered  under 
it  beyond  all  former  parallel.  He  said  that  the 
tendency  of  the  American  system  was  manifest 
to  every  statesman.  That  its  political  progress 
and  extension  could  be  seen  by  every  observer, 
and  time  would  develop  its  maritime  results. 
A  single  instance  would  explain  its  commercial 
operation.  The  continent  is  free ;  not  so,  the 
Islands.  Europe,  as  to  them,  will  continue  its 
system  of  colonial  monopoly — ^its  system  of  in- 
terdictions, prohibitions,  and  restrictions.  These 
will  act  and  re-act  upon  all  the  Americas,  but 
more  especially  upon  Colombia,  Mexico,  and 
the  United  States.  Those  powers  will  retali- 
ate, and  unite  in  their  ret^iation.  The  com- 
mon injury  will  find  a  common  remedy.  They 
will  adopt  the  counter-check  of  navigation  laws, 
and,  by  simultaneously  protecting  regulations, 
exclude  all  foreign  tonnage  from  their  ports  and 
harbors.  A  blow  like  that,  he  said,  would  be 
decirive.  It  would  forever  prostrate  the  colo- 
nial system,  and  open  a  free  trade  to  all  the 
Island.  The  measure,  when  adopted,  would 
finish  the  commercial  revolution.  It  would 
subvert  the  whole  system  of  maritime  domina- 
tion, and  restore  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  And 
thus  the  Americas,  by  the  reaction  of  internal 
laws  and  regulations,  well  concerted  and  well 
directed,  may  enforce  their  system  of  free 
trade.  Thus,  without  the  waste  of  blood  or 
treasure,  they  may  sustain  the  general  system, 
and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  con- 
tinent. Hitherto,  he  said,  the  American  sys- 
tem of  free  trade  had  been  struggling,  single- 
handed,  with  the  European  system  of  colonial 
monopoly,  and  had  maintained  itself  against 
the  fearful  odds.    Hereafter,  all  the  Americas 


will  co-operate.  The  subject  ought  to  have 
their  prompt  attention.  It  required  a  careful 
examination,  because  the  course  of  policy  to  be 
adopted  by  them  would  settle,  finally  and  for- 
ever, whether  the  American  system  shall  pre- 
vail, or  that  of  Europe  triumph  over  it. 

Mr.  T.  was  anxious  to  show,  for  various  rea- 
sons, that  the  great  interests  of  the  West  India 
Islands  were  in  unison  with  the  interests  of  the 
continent,  and  for  that  purpose  went  at  some 
length  into  an  explanation  of  their  present  con- 
dition, and  their  future  prospects.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  they  would  soon  throw  off  the 
yoke  of  Europe,  and  declare  their  independ- 
ence. Perhaps  they  would  form  a  league,  and 
Cuba,  in  that  event,  would  be  the  head.  Per^ 
haps  they  would  claim  a  guarantee,  and  become 
dependencies  of  the  American  nations.  In  any 
event,  he  said,  they  would  adopt  the  American 
system,  because  their  interests  are  all  Ameri- 
can, and  their  moral  feelings  and  social  habits 
are  acclimating  themselves,  and  every  day  be- 
coming anti-European. 

If,  said  he,  we  consider  this  subject  in  refer- 
ence to  ourselves,  and  our  relations,  foreign  and 
domestic,  we  shidl  find  no  solid  reasons  for  de- 
lay. If  we  consult  the  great  political  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  Americas,  we  shall  find 
inducements  to  hasten  the  acknowledgment 
It  is  agreed,  he  said,  that  those  nations  are  able 
to  maintain  their  independence.  That  their 
means  of  defence  are  superior  to  any  armament 
with  which  the  mother  country  can  assail 
them.  That  they  exercise  all  the  various  pow- 
ers of  self-government,  legislative,  executive, 
and  Judicial;  the  powers  of  peace  and  war;  of 
protection  and  defence.  That  they  make  and 
administer  domestic  laws,  and  regulate  all  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  nations,  and  enforce 
these  regulations.  In  this  situation  we  must 
either  recognize  them  as  free  and  independent^ 
or  put  them  in  abeyance,  by  a  denial  of  their 
rights,  and  thereby  incur  all  the  injuries  which 
might  Justly  be  inflicted  on  our  commerce  with 
them.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  another  to 
do  itself  a  voluntary  ii^ury — ^the  laws  of  neu- 
trality do  not  involve  such  dangerous  and  oner- 
ous consequences — Gk>verpments,  like  men,  owe 
duties  to  each  other,  and  a  failure  to  perform 
them  is  often  punished  by  national  compunc- 
tion, and  forfeiture  of  reputation.  The  first 
duty  of  one  people  to  another  is  to  declare  who 
Bhsil  be  respected  as  members  of  the  great  fam- 
ily of  nations — ^the  power  and  the  right  to  do 
so,  exists  in  every  government,  no  matter  what 
may  be  its  form.  There  is  no  other  mode,  save 
that  of  military  force,  by  which  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  nations  can  be  kept  in  preserva- 
tion. And  shall  the  people  of  this  continent 
forego  the  advantages  of  free  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse, to  indulge  the  mother  country  in  her 
love  of  dominion  ?  Bhall  we,  as  a  nation,  stifle ' 
all  our  sympathies  in  favor  of  free  govern- 
ments, to  gratify  the  vain-glorious  pride  of 
Spain?  K  we  do,  we  shall'  betray  the  rights 
and  interests  of  republics.    Heaven,  in  giving 
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freedom  to  ns  first,  made  it  our  primal  eldest 
duty  to  go  forth  first,  and  acknowledge  it  in 
others.  Honor  and  duty  call  alike  upon  us  to 
perform  the  rightful  obligation.  The  same 
rrovidence  that  gave  us  succor  in  the  perils  of 
our  Eevolutionary  struggle,  is  conducting  the 
other  nations  of  America,  through  bloody  wars, 
to  peace  and  independence.  Our  approbation 
may  inspire  them  with  fresh  confidence,  and 
stimulate  their  love  of  liberty.  If  there  are 
any  who  have  fears  that  the  proposed  acknowl- 
edgment will  produce  a  war  with  Spain,  let 
them  remember  that  Cuba  is  a  hostage  for  her 
peace.  The  moment  she  fires  a  gun  at  us,  we 
shall  occupy  that  island,  and  her  dominion  over 
it  wiU  cease  forever.  And  England,  in  aiding 
8pain,  would  only  hasten  the  downfall  of  her 
favorite  colonial  system — ^a  coalition  between 
Colombia.  Mexico,  and  the  United  States,  would 
convince  ner  of  her  folly.  It  would  be  better 
for  us  if  our  statesmen  would  look  less  east- 
ward, and  more  southward  than  they  do  at 
present. 

Some  statesmen  hold,  he  said,  that  nations, 
whose  political  principles  and  opinions  have 
been  formed  in  the  school  of  despotism,  must 
undergo  long  periods  of  probationary  prepara- 
tion, before  they  can  be  qualified  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  self-government.  Thifr  is  but  a  modi- 
fication of  the  exploded  maxim,  **  that  t^e  peo- 
ple know  not  how  to  ffovem," — ^that  kiugs 
must  save  them  fronr  Sieir  worst  enemies, 
themselves.  Such  opinions,  if  true,  form  no 
argument  against  the  policy  or  justice  of  ac- 
knowledging the  nations  of  America.  If  true, 
in  former  ages,  and  on  the  old  continent,  they 
are  more  than  doubtful  in  modem  times,  and  in 
the  new  hemisphere.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
present  and  past  ages  are  alike  in  nothing. 
The  whole  civilized  world  is  under  the  domin- 
ion of  a  different  mind.  Men  and  nations  are 
ithaking  off  their  mental  imbecilities,  and  pre- 
paring themselves  to  regulate  their  own  affairs. 
It  was  necessary  that  moral  regeneration  should 
precede  political  reform ;  and  thus  it  has  hap- 
pened. A  great  moral  revolution  has  occurred, 
and  is  occurring.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is  busy 
— ^reformation  is  eveiywhere  at  work,  and  upon 
all  subjects.  We  see  the  beginning,  not  the 
end  of  revolutions.  No  statesman,  no  nation, 
should  mistake  the  character  and  fashion  of  the 
times.  Every  thing,  in  fifty  years,  has  changed, 
and  every  thing  is  changing.  "Nothingof  tiie 
future  will  resemble  what  is  past"  We  live 
in  the  crisis  of  aU  ages.  The  whole  civilized 
world  is  laboring  in  a  crisis — ^a  great  moral  cri- 
sis-—a  great  political  crisis — ^a  great  commercial 
crisis.  Nations  have  changed  their  moral  char- 
acters, and  political  opinions  and  Governments 
must  change  t^eit  form  and  purpose.  Former- 
ly, the  sword  was  umpire  of  the  world ;  and 
then  tiie  maxim  grew,  that  nations  were  inca- 
pable of  self-command.  Now,  public  opinion 
IS  the  great  chancellor  of  nations.  All  tonnes 
and  kindreds  own  its  jurisdiction,  and  kmgs 
and  subjects  are  submissive  to  its  rule;  none 


dare  oppose  its  high  authority — ^none  with  im- 
punity resist  its  just  decrees.  Wars  were  fought 
formerly,  for  families,  and  dynasties;  for  the 
rights  of  thrones,  and  prerogatives  of  crowns ; 
and  then,  the  people  were  assuredly  their  own 
worst  enemies.  Now,  men  fight  for  written 
constitutions ;  for  the  rights  of  man  and  pre- 
rogatives of  nations;  and  fighting,  learn  to 
govern  for  themselves.  The  contest  now  is  not 
between  dynasties  and  diadems,  but  between 
oreed&  and  principles,  and  institutions.  Nar 
tions  formerly  had  no  volition ;  kings  thought 
and  acted  for  them,  rudely  pretending  tnat 
their  subjects  had  no  capaci^  for  affairs  of 
State.  But  now,  the  will  of  nations  has  su- 
premacy of  rank,  and  speaks  by  delegation  in 
assembled  Congresses;  and  now,  we  find  more 
talent — ^more  patriotic  feeling — ^more  public  vir- 
tue—more every  thing,  that  strengthens  and 
improves  the  social  system.  Time  was,  when 
kings  held  power  by  arrogation,  and  used  it  at 
their  pleasure  and  discretion;  and  then  the 
people  were  denounced  as  "a  many-headed 
monster."  The  people  now  reclaim  all  power 
as  inherent  in  themselves,  and  delegate  it  only 
as  a  trust;  and  now  nations  are  more  peacefi^ 
more  prosperous,  more  happy,  and  more  just, 
than  formerly.  History  speaks  only  of  alli- 
ances, or  wars,  between  contemporary  despots 
— ^now,  nothing  is  talked  of  but  Congresses,  and 
Constitutions,  and  Representative  Governments ; 
and  do  we  find  things  changing  for  the  worse  ? 
The  spirit  of  the  age  is,  peace  and  moderation. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  free  government  and  written 
constitutions.  Its  conservative  principles  are — 
wide-spread  knowledge,  equality  of  rights,  free- 
dom of  opinion,  and  frequent  and  free  elec- 
tions. The  spirit  of  past  ages  was  war  and 
domination.  The  trade  of  man,  of  all  the  sons 
of  men,  was  war — ^from  the  first  conqueror 
down  to  ^76.  It  was  the  storm  of  empires.  It 
raged  unspent  and  unabated.  It  swept  ^ong 
the  field  of  time,  and  all  was  desolation  that 
was  left.  It  had  no  limits  but  the  margin  of 
the  world.  Its  stream  of  blood  flowed  on  from 
age  to  age ;  its  sources,  like  the  Nile,  unknown, 
lost  in  the  desert  of  forgotten  years ;  but  still, 
the  stream  rolled  on,  increasing  with  a  thou- 
sand tributary  torrents,  and  spreading  far  and 
wide  its  overwhelming  floods.  Such  was  the 
history,  he  said,  of  past  times,  and  of  the  olden 
world.  Our  continent,  on  the  contrary,  is  the 
chosen  land  of  liberty — ^vineyard  of  the  God  d 
peace ;  and  we,  its  husbandmen,  selected  by  the 
unseen  will  of  Providence  to  till  the  soil,  and 
feed  the  famished  nations  with  the  food  of  in- 
dependence. Let  us  perform  the  sacred  trust 
impartially.  It  is  our  duty,  as  a  free  people, 
not  to  sanction,  but  refute  the  heresies  that  na- 
tions are  incapable  of  managing  their  own  con- 
cerns. They  have  disabused  themselves  by 
illustrious  examples,  and  we  should  be  careful 
not  to  weaken  their  effect. 

It  was  the  will  of  Providence,  he  said,  that 
this  continent  should  be  the  arena  of  successive 
revolutions— of  moral,  and  political,  and  com- 
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meroial  reyolntions — ^the  theatre  of  man's  polit- 
ical regeneration — ^the  hemisphere  in  which 
nations  should  be  reinstated  in  their  rights^  and 
remvested  of  their  "long-lost  liberty.''  On 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  Congress  of  the  thir- 
teen States  declared  their  independence.  On 
this  daj,  r28th  March,  1822,)  the  assembled 
Congress  of  the  Union  will  announce  the  inde- 
pendence of  all  the  nations  of  America.  These 
are  glorious  epochs.  Let  history  commemorate 
them  as  co-essential  in  the  works  of  reforma- 
tion. Freemen  are  this  day  called  upon  to  frsr 
temize  with  freemen;  nations  to  fraternize 
witi^  nations.  All  the  Americas  are  summoned 
to  embrace  as  friends  and  equals,  and  make  a 
lasting  ooyenant  of  peace.  It  is  not  the  flight 
of  a  false  prophet,  or  the  foundation  of  a  city; 
tiie  birthday  of  a  petty  chieftain,  or  an  heir- 
apparent,  that  we  are  assembled  here  to  cele 
brate.  No ;  a  continent  has  disenchained  itseli^ 
and  stands  unfettered  and  erect.  It  is  the 
birthday  of  a  hemisphere  redeemed.  It  is  the 
jnbUee  of  nations.    Let  the  world  rejoice. 

If  experience  and  long-suffering  can  create 
the  faculties  of  self-government,  then  the  peo- 
ple of  America  are  prepared  to  manage  and 
control  their  own  affairs.  For  three  long  cen- 
turies they  "clanked  the  chains"  of  lawless 
power;  fbr  three  long  lingerinff  ages  they  felt 
the  "keen  lash"  and  galling  yoke  of  despotism 
^-each  generation  leaving  its  manacles  to  pos- 
terity as  their  only  heritage.  Gontinued  ago- 
nies had  worn  away  the  memory  of  better 
times.  The  light  of  hope  had  left  the  Children 
of  the  Sun,  and  dark  despair,  like  soporiflc 
drugs,  had  stupefied  the  powers  of  will  and 
faculties  of  life.  They  slept  to  mitigate  their 
pain;  for  nations  sleep  and  never  die.  But  the 
day  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand.  The 
Spirit  of  God  was  abroad  in  the  sky.  It  called, 
and  the  slumbering  nations  awoke.  It  breathed 
the  electric  fire  of  freedom  on  the  air,  and  a 
whole  continent  ran  simultaneously  to  arms  I 
One  great,  one  godlike  purpose  animated  all — 
it  was  death  or  independence  I  like  us,  they 
pledged  their  lives,  their  fortrmes,  and  their  sa- 
cred honor,  to  live  as  freemen,  or  die  in  its  de- 
fence. They  fouffht  from  field  to  field.  A 
thonsand  battles  left  the  cause  in  doubt;  a 
thousand  passions  mingled  in  the  fray;  and  all 
that  history  has  told  of  savage  cruelty,  fero- 
cious vengeance,  rapine,  plunder,  treachery, 
eold-blooded  massacre,  and  every  violence  and 
every  crime  that  shocks  humanity,  was  perpe- 
trated over  and  over  again  upon  idl  ages,  sexes, 
and  conditions.  But  the  God  of  Battles  fought 
on  freedom's  side,  and,  sickening  at  the  scene  of 
carnage  and  of  desolation,  and  hastening  to  end  it, 
he  took  a  Bolivar  wnd  eonseorated  him  a  Wcuihr 
inffUm,  and  putting  in  his  hand  a  flaming  sword, 
commanded  him  to  go  forth  to  the  uttermost 
ends  of  the  continent,  conquering  and  to  oon- 
qaer,  untQ  oppression  should  surcease,  and  man 
learn  tyranny  no  more.  And  behold  the  work 
is  flniriied,  and  Colombia  is  free,  and  all  the 
Americas  are  free— free  as  oTfinelves;  for  there 


all  power  is  acknowledged  in  th^  people,  and 
vassalage  abolished  and  unknown ;  for  there  aU 
officers  are  elective,  and  held  by  the  tenure  of 
the  law  and  the  constitution ;  for  there,  free  in 
their  property,  their  persons,  and  religion — 

"  They  own  no  Lord  but  him  in  heaven, 
No  power  but  what  consent  has  ^ven." 

Mr.  PomsBTT  addressed  the  chair  as  follows : 

I  shall  offer,  said  Mr.  P.,  no  apology  to  the 
committee  for  addressing  them  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  have  resided  so  long  in  the  countries 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  place  in  the  rank  of 
nations — am  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
causes  and  character  of  the  revolution  they 
have  undergone,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
convey  to  the  committee,  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
the  information  I  possess  on  this  subject. 

Sir,  if  ov^  there  was  an  occasion  that  justi- 
fied a  revolution,  that  called  upon  a  people  to 
recur  to  first  principles,  and  to  seek  relief  from 
the  abuse  of  power  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  this 
was  one.  The  revolution  of  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies did  not  arise  from  a  mere  question  of  ab- 
stract right,  but  from  actual  suffering  and  griev- 
ous oppression;  from  causes  radical  and  cer- 
tain, though  gradual  in  their  operations ;  causes 
that  would  have  inevitaUy  produced  the  revo- 
lution without  the  violent  crisis  to  which  the 
mother  country  was  exposed,  and  which  only 
accelerated  that  event.  It  was  felt  in  their 
Government,  in  tiie  administration  of  justice, 
in  their  agriculture,  in  their  commerce,  and  in 
their  pursuits  of  happiness.  Governed  by 
viceroys  responsible  in  name,  but,  in  fact,  as 
arbitrary  as  the  King  of  Spain  himself,  who 
commanded  not  only  the  military  governors 
and  intendants  of  provinces,  but  presided  over 
^e  tribunals  of  justice,  and  let  any  one  imagine 
what  government  the  miserable  colonist  must 
have  enjoyed  under  European  Spaniards  vested 
with  such  powers,  and  who  had  nothing  to 
dread  but  an  examination  of  their  conduct  be- 
fore a  tribunal,  two  thousand  leagues  from  the 
theatre  of  their  injustice.  The  colonist  could 
not  even  enjoy  the  natural  advantages  by  which 
he  was  surrounded. 

The  eyes  of  a  jealous  and  suspicious  Govern- 
ment constantly  watched  the  progress  of  his 
industry.  No  sooner  did  a  settlement  betray 
symptoms  of  prosperity,  than  it  became  the  sub- 
ject of  oppressive  legislation,  and  was  over- 
whelmed by  a  swarm  of  officers,  who,  like 
locusts,  destroyed  the  fair  prospects  of  the  har- 
vest The  trade  was  not  only  confined  to  cer- 
tain specified  articles,  but  to  a  few  favored 
towns.  Rich  as  these  favored  regions  are,  and 
capable  of  bringing  forth  the  productions  of 
every  climate,  possessing  great  facilities  of  in- 
ternal and  of  foreign  commence,  they  were  re- 
duced to  indolence  and  penury  by  absurd  and 
oppressive  restrictions  on  their  industry,  on 
their  trade,  and  on  their  private  enjoyments. 
Without  a  market  for  their  produce,  it  rotted 
on  the  ground.  I  have  seen  the  most  fertile 
districts  of  that  fine  country  barren  and  deso- 
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late — ^I  have  seen  the  inhabitants,  surrounded 
bj  all  the  bounties  of  nature,  destitute  of  the 
ordinary  comforts  of  civilized  society.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  progress  of  this 
revolution,  and  compared  it  with  our  own,  the 
difference  must  appear  striking,  and  from  the 
civil  dissensions  that  have  agitated  those  coun- 
tries, it  has  been  argued  by  some  that  the  Span- 
ish Creoles  were  incapable  of  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  liberty — ^were  unfit  for  self-govern- 
ment. In  making  this  comparison  between  the 
two  countries,  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten 
that  our  civil  and  political  institutions,  our  hab- 
its, our  customs,  our  laws,  our  rights  of  proper- 
ty, scarcely  suffered  any  alteration  by  the  tran- 
sition from  a  colonial  to  an  independent  state. 
The  principles  of  free  government,  republican 
principles,  had  deep  root  in  this  countiy  before 
our  Eevolution;  and  if  they  have  ^own  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strength, 
they  were  as  well  understood  then  as  now. 
The  Spanish  colonies  had  never  been  intrusted, 
as  we  had,  with  any  part  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration, and  were  ignorant  and  unprac- 
tised in  government.  The  means  of  education, 
I  mean  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  education, 
were  withheld  from  the  Creole ;  printing  press- 
es were  to  be  found  c^ly  in  a  few  of  the  larger 
cities,  where,  under  a  rigid  inspection,  a  gazette 
and  an  almanac  were  permitted  to  be  published. 
The  policy  of  Spain  repressed  the  advancement 
of  knowledge  in  her  colonies — ignorance  and 
superstition  were  the  powerful  means  employed 
to  keep  them  in  subjection.  The  despot  is 
aware  that  those  who  possess  knowledge  will 
struggle  for  freedom,  and  will  achieve  it;  for 
knowledge  is  power.  Dread  of  religious  toler- 
ation, and  of  what  was  worse,  of  spoliation, 
excited  the  clergy  to  oppose  the  revolution. 
The  influence  they  exercised  over  the  minds  of 
the  people  was  unbounded ;  and,  had  not  a  few 
virtuous,  well-enlightened  priests  espoused  the 
cause  of  liberty,  the  colonies  would  still  have 
been  dependent.  The  aristocracy  formed  an- 
other and  a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  progress 
of  this  revolution — a  class  that  abhor  every 
constitution  founded  on  an  equality  of  rights — 
a  class  that  would  rather  be  deprived  of  those 
rights,  than  see  all  participate  in  them;  that 
prefer  any  state  of  suffering,  rather  than  see 
power  exercised  by  their  inferiors.  I  speak 
now  of  the  mass  of  the  titled  men  in  the  colo- 
nies. Some  few  were  distinguished  for  their 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  independence. 

Another  and  very  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  consisted  in  the  num- 
ber of  Europeans,  who  had  distinct  privileges 
from  the  Creoles,  for  oppression  did  not  there 
fall  equally  on  all.  They  were,  to  be  sure,  the 
smaller  party,  hot  the  wealth  and  power  they 
possessed,  their  union,  their  influence,  the 
nabitual  respect  in  which  they  were  held,  their 
ideas  of  their  own  superiority,  rendered  them 
a  very  formidable  body.  They  were  aware 
that  their  proud  pretensions  had  roused  against 
them  a  feeling  of  indignation ;  that  the  oppres- 


sive measures  they  had  promoted  against  the 
interests  of  the  land,  had  produced  hatred  and 
an  eager  thirst  for  revenge ;  and  common  inter- 
est and  common  danger  united  them  against  the 
Creoles.  '  They  could  not  suppress  the  revolu- 
tion, but  they  retarded  its  progress,  and  pro- 
crastinated the  contest.  I^  therefore,  we  re- 
gard the  little  advancement  of  these  countries, 
their  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment, their  civil  dissensions,  and  the  procrasti- 
nated struggle  for  liberty  after  all  opposition 
had  ceased  on  the  part  of  Spain,  it  impresses 
us  more  strongly  with  the  urgent  necessity  that 
existed  of  shaking  off  the  colonial  Government. 
It  was  the  Government  that  placed  obstructions 
in  the  way  of  agriculture  and  conmierce.  It 
was  the  Government,  that,  forgetful  of  its  pri- 
mary obligations,  suffered,  nay,  encouraged  the 
daily  violation  of  the  rights  and  properties  of 
its  subjects.  It  was  the  Government,  in  short, 
that  sought  to  keep  the  people  in  the  profound- 
est  ignorance,  as  the  means  of  keeping  them  in 
subjection.  A  revolution  proceeding  n*om  such 
causes,  was  not  to  be  prevented  by  empty 
declarations  of  abstract  rights,  such  as  were 
made  by  the  mother  country  when  struggling 
for  her  own  existence.  The  decrees  of  the  dif- 
ferent Governments  established  in  Spain  during 
that  period,  were  magnificent  in  promise.  The 
colonies  were  told  they  had  the  same  rights  as 
the  mother  country,  but  were  treated  as  if  they 
had  none.  They  were  deluded  with  hopes  that 
were  never  realized,  and  were  mocked  with  the 
semblance  of  a  representation.  Deputies  as- 
signed them,  not  elected  by  them.  At  no  time 
was  there  more  peculation,  violence,  and  op- 
pression, than  during  the  interval  between  the 
invasion  of  Spain  and  the  insurrection  of  the 
colonies.  These  causes  operated  alike  on  all, 
and  the  revolution  commenced  without  previ- 
ous concert,  almost  at  the  same  moment  in 
every  part  of  this  vast  continent.  It  has  tri- 
umphed not  only  over  the  opposition  of  the 
mother  country,  but  over  civil  dissensions,  and 
Uie  storms  of  party.  In  Caraccas,  where  the 
revolution  first  commenced,  its  success  was  re- 
tarded by  one  of  the  most  awful  events  re- 
corded in  history.  The  city  was  almost  enUre- 
ly  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  their  revolutionary  movement  The 
clergy  availed  themselves  of  this  event,  and, 
assisted  bv  the  sunerstition  of  the  people,  re- 
estabhshed,  for  a  snort  time,  the  royal  author- 
ity. The  brave  and  patriotic  Bolivar  kept  up 
the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  His  active  exer- 
tions renewed  the  struggle  for  liberty ;  and  his 
zeal  and  perseverance  restored  his  country  to 
freedom.  By  his  conduct  and  valor,  the  most 
formidable  armament  ever  sent  across  the  At- 
lantic, has  been  destroyed.  His  efforts  have 
united  Caraccas  and  New  Granada,  into  one 
Republic,  and  he  has  spread  the  principles  of 
independence  and  of  free  government  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Buenos  Ayree  has  triumphed  over  the  re- 
peated and  formidable  efforts  of  the  mother 
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countiy  to  sabdne  them.  They  have  had,  be- 
sides, to  contend  against  a  powerM  part j  of 
royalists  in  the  interior  proTinoes.  The  weidthy 
Creoles  of  that  country  could  not  be  easily 
roused  to  take  an  active  part  in  a  contest,  the 
issue  of  which  was  uncertain.  No  doubt  they 
preferred  a  national  goyemment,  and  freedom 
of  commerce,  but  that  was  not  strong  enough 
to  vanquish  their  love  of  repose  and  indolent 
habits;  to  urge  them,  in  snort,  to  long  and 
painful  sacrifices.  The  royalists  are  still  in  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  finest  provinces  of  La 
Plata.  The  interior  provinces  of  the  viceroy- 
alty  of  Lima  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  royal- 
ists; were,  I  should  have  said,  for  it  is  reason- 
able to  expect  that  the  example  of  the  capital 
will  be  followed  by  the  provinces.  Chili,  agi- 
tated for  some  time  by  civil  dissensions,  and 
overrun  by  the  army  of  the  royalists,  has  at 
length  established  tranquillity  at  home;  and 
not  only  driven  out  the  invaders,  but  carried 
the  war  successfully  into  their  strongholds  The 
revolution  in  lama  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  this 
brave  people.  Mexico,  where  the  revolution 
commenced  at  an  early  period,  and  where,  after 
a  desperate  struggle,  it  appeared  to  be  quelled, 
fk  now  independent.  The  spirit  of  the  revolu- 
tion continued  to  exist  among  the  people.  Hi- 
dalgo, and  the  gallant  men  who  fdU  in  the  first 
revolutionary  movement,  did  not  perish  in  vain. 
To  prove  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  re- 
cover possession  of  these  countries,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  take  a  view  of  their  vast  extent, 
of  their  population  and  resources,  and  to  com- 
pare them  with  those  of  Spain,  agitated  as  she 
now  is,  by  intestine  commotions,  and,  for  many 
years  past,  regarded  as  the  country  of  Europe 
the  most  destitute  of  industry,  of  commerce, 
and  of  enterprise.  The  mere  recital  of  the 
names  which  distinguish  the  Spanish  colonies 
in  America,  eztendmg  over  79  degrees  of  lati- 
tode,  with  a  space  of  at  least  1,900  leagues,  in- 
terposed between  its  most  distant  settlements; 
the  vast  extent  of  their  mountains,  their  mag- 
nificent rivers,  the  varied  productions  of  the 
soil,  the  riches  of  their  mines,  impress  us  at 
once  with  the  magnitude  of  their  resources. 
Buenos  Ayres,  comprising  the  finest  provinces 
of  Peru,  the  rich  mines  of  Potosi,  and  the  fer- 
tile province  of  Coehabamba,  with  a  population 
of  one  million  and  a  half;  coining  annually  up- 
wards of  five  millions  of  dollars,  exporting  ten 
millions,  and  importing  about  the  same  amount 
Chili,  the  garden  of  the  world,  possessing  the 
most  fertile  soil,  productive  of  all  the  fruits  of 
Europe  and  of  the  tropics,  equally  rich  in  the 
precious  and  in  the  useful  metals,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  more  than  one  million,  coining  three 
millions  of  dollars  ammally,  exporting  four  mil- 
lions, and  importing  more  than  three  millions. 
Lima,  I  mean  the  vleeroyalty  of  Lima,  includ- 
ing Cnsco,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Incas,  with 
a  population  of  1,200,000  souls,  coining  annu- 
ally five  millions  of  dollars,  importing  ten  mil- 
lions, and  exporting  thirteen  millions.  New 
Granada,  contiuning  not  less  th«T»  two  millions 


of  inhabitants,  with  a  trade  of  more  than  six 
millions  of  imports,  coining  annually  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Caraccas,  with  a  million  of 
inhabitants,  and  about  the  same  resources  as 
New  Granada.  These  two  countries  have  since 
been  united  under  one  Government,  the  Repub- 
lic of  Colombia.  Guatemala,  the  country  which 
comprises  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua,  and 
bounds  on  New  Granada,  a  fertile  and  well-cul- 
tivated country,  containing  one  million  and  a 
half  of  souls.  New  Spam,  or  Mexico,  con- 
tained, in  1808,  a  population  of  five  millions 
nine  hundred  thousand,  a  population  not  likely 
to  have  been  diminished  since  that  period. 
Coining  at  that  time  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  importing  twenty  millions,  and 
exporting  between  twenty  and  &irty  millions. 
The  detached  governments  contained  nearly  a 
million  of  inhabitants,  making  an  aggregate  of 
fifteen  miUions. 

I  will  not  detain  the  committee  by  going 
into  an  examination  of  the  resources  of  each 
particular  State.  It  will  be  suflScient  for  my 
purposes  to  particularize  those  of  Mexico.  The 
whole  annual  agricultural  product  of  Mexico 
was  estimated  at  twenty-nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  the  annual  product  of  the  precious  metals 
at  twenty-three  millions;  the  annual  product 
of  the  manufactures  at  eight  millions ;  the  ex- 
ports at  twenty-two  millions;  the  imports  at 
twenty  millions ;  the  revenue  of  Mexico,  for 
customs  and  taxes,  amounted  to  not  less  than 
twenty  millions. 

If;  says  Baron  Humboldt,  the  political  strength 
of  a  nation  depended  only  upon  the  extent  of 
country  and  number  of  inhabitants.  New  Spain 
might  rank  with  the  United  States.  Such  was 
the  state  of  these  countries  under  all  the  disad- 
vantages of  the  colonial  system,  for  I  have  pur- 
posely taken  the  statement  previous  to  the  rev- 
(^ution.  Thus  we  see  that  the  total  population 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  exceeded  fifteen  mil- 
lions ;  the  imports  were  never  less  than  sixty 
millions,  Vid  the  exports  seventy. 

The  estimated  population  of  those  countries 
ii  more  likely  to  &11  short  of  the  truth,  than  to 
exceed  it.  The  census  was  taken  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation,  which  induced  the  inhab- 
itants to  ooneeal  their  real  numbers.  And  here 
let  me  remark,  that  this  population  is  more 
effective,  and  the  proportion  of  whites  greater 
than  has  been  generally  sunposed.  The  most 
favorable  statement  ever  published  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  Spain,  previous  to  the  late  wars, 
made  it  amount  to  10,409,879.  A  population 
much  tiiinned  by  wars,  and  pestilence,  and  fam- 
ine, within  the  last  ten  years.  The  exports  of 
Spain  amounted  to  about  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars,  and  the  imports  to  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  millions.  Let  me^sk,  then,  wheth- 
er it  is  probable  that  Spain,  with  not  quite 
two-thirds  the  population,  with  inferior  re- 
sources at  all  times,  and  those  much  diminished 
by  this  defection,  can  reconquer  countries  at 
a  distance,  some  of  them  of  two  thousand 
leagues,  and  none  less  than  one  thousand!  The 
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history  of  SDain  herself  is  an  answer  to  this 
anestion.  With  a  courage  and  enerpiythat  a 
determination  to  be  free  alone  oonld  give,  Spain 
repelled  the  hosts  of  France  that  invaded  her 
territory ;  weak  in  numbers  and  resooroes  when 
compared  to  France,  they  suocessfally  resisted 
the  utmost  efforts  of  that  power  to  subdue 
them.  One  word,  sir,  on  this  subject.  It  is 
too  niuch  our  custom  to  speak  contemptuously 
of  this  brave  and  high-minded  peonle;  they 
were  long  bowed  down  by  an  iron  despotism. 
But  other  days  have  dawned  on  that  fair  coun- 
try; after  resisting,  with  unexampled  resolu- 
tion, foreign  usurpation,  they  have  resolved  to 
be  free.  Their  suffermgs  from  the  vfces  and 
defects  of  long  servitude,  ought  to  excite  our 
sympathies,  and  their  efforts  to  establish  free 
and  liberal  institutions,  entitle  them  to  our  re- 
spect 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  colonies  would  injure  the 
prosperity  of  the  United  States ;  possessing  a 
more  fertile  soil,  and  raising  the  same  produc- 
tions, they  would  drive  us  from  the  markets  of 
Europe.  It  has  been  said  that  colonies  are 
safer  neighbors  than  free  States,  and  that  so 
long  as  Ihey  were  bound  down  by  the  oppres- 
sive restrictions  of  Spain,  they  would  neither 
be  dangerous  rivals  nor  formidable  competitors. 
It  is  unwise,  therefore,  in  us  to  offer  them  any 
encouragement.  Not  only  the  best  feelings  of 
the  heart  revolt  at  such  a  conclusion,  but  it  is 
manifestly  false;  it  is  our  interest  thaf  they 
shoidd  be  free.  With  an  extensive  line  of 
coast,  with  numerous  navigable  rivers,  facili- 
tating their  internal  trade,  with  a  population  of 
more  than  fifteen  millions,  almost  without  man- 
ufactures, with  a  demand  for  one  hxmdred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  without  the  means  of  car- 
rying on  their  foreign  commerce,  these  coun- 
tries present  a  market  for  the  skill  and  industry 
of  our  merchants,  which  promises  the  greatest 
advantages.  Let  any  one  look  back  and  ob- 
serve how  the  demand  has  everywhere  in- 
creased with  the  increasing  produce. 

The  wars  and  revolutions  which  have  lately 
afflicted  Europe,  are  known  now  only  by  their 
beneficial  effects.  Effects  to  be  seen  in  the 
amelioration  and  extension  of  their  agriculture, 
in  the  increase  of  their  tpwns  and  villages,  in 
the  augmentation  of  manufactures,  in  .the  b^e- 
flts  of  education,  the  desire  of  freedom,  and  in 
tiie  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  impossible  to  pass  through  any  part 
of  Europe,  at  present,  without  being  struck 
with  the  improved  condition  of  the  people. 
An  improvemetn  which,  as  it  advances,  will 
augment  the  demand  for  all  the  productions  of 
the  West  The  intercourse  of  the  provinces  of 
Spanish  America  with  these  countries,  will  aug- 
ment their  means  of  information,  and  will  en- 
lighten them  on  the  subject  of  government,  on 
public  welfare  and  private  happiness.  With 
the  increase  of  knowledge,  will  arise  free  and 
well-organized  institutions,  the  refinements  and 
Tarious  wants  of  civiUxation.    This  cannot  fiul 


to  produce  a  demand  for  all  the  manufSaotoreB 
of  this  country,  and  for  all  the  objects  of  trade. 
I  had  intended  to  have  entered  fully  into  the 
importance  of  our  political  relations  with  these 
countries.  I  fear,  however,  that  I  ^ould  ex- 
haust the  patience  of  the  committee,  were  I  to 
attempt  it ;  and  I  feel  that  I  should  exhaust  my 
own  strength.  I  am  compelled,  therefore, 
however  reluctantly,  to  waive  this  part  of  tiie 
subject  The  question  for  the  conaderation  of 
the  committee  is,  whether  we  shall  now  adopt 
a  measure  called  for  by  every  motive  of  feeling 
and  of  policy,  at  a  moment  when  it  may  give 
us  weight  and  influence  in  those  countries ;  a 
measure  by  which  we  shall  at  once  assume  the 
station  that  becomes  our  character,  among  the 
great  republics  of  this  hemisphere ;  or  whether 
we  shall  wait  the  alow  and  unwilling  consent 
of  Spain,  or  the  uncertain  policy  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  latter  have  refused  to  co-operate  with 
us.  It  does  not  acoojrd  with  their  avowed  prin- 
ciples to  countenance  any  rerastance  against  the 
abuse  of  power,  however  flagrant  and  unjust 
In  all  ages,  Spain  has  been  slow  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  those  countries  which  have 
been  driven  to  rebellion  by  her  oppression.  I{ 
is  not  probable  that  she  will  pursue  a  different 
policy  with  regard  to  her  colonies  in  America, 
in  this  particular,  and  in  this  alone,  I  differ 
from  the  report  now  under  consideration.  It 
proves  incontestably  the  right  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  the  measure  recommended  by 
these  resolutions.  It  is  a  dear  and  convincing 
argument  highly  honorable  to  the  committee, 
and,  as  I  entertain  great  deference  for  their 
opinion,  it  is  with  reluctance  I  differ  with  them 
in  this  particular.  The  committee  think  it 
manifest,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Cortes,  "  that  Spain  had  not  only  renounced 
the  feeling  of  an  enemy  towards  the  colonies, 
but  had  been  prepared,  a  year  ago,  to  consent 
to  their  indei>endence,  but  fw  particula/r  occur- 
renees.'*^  They  are  led  to  thb  conclusion  from 
the  terms  in  which  the  committee  speak  of 
^Hhe  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis,  as  one 
indicative  of  a  new  and  diorious  resolution; 
that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and  by  the 
true  interests  of  the  Peninsula:  that,  from  it 
Spain  might  reap  advantages,  which  otherwise 
she  could  never  expect;  and  that  the  ties  of 
kindred  and  the  uniformity  of  religion,  with 
commercial  relations  and  those  emanating  from 
free  institntionB,  would  be  the  surest  pledge  of 
mutual  harmony  and  dose  union." 

I  agree  with  the  committee,  ^^  that  no  meas- 
ure short  of  a  fUl  recognition  of  unconditional 
independence,  could  have  deserved  the  oharac- 
ter  nor  been  o^>able  of  producing  the  effects 
ascribed  to  it.**  But,  sir,  what  say  the  docu- 
ments on  your  table  t  The  American  deputiee, 
diBq>poiuted  in  their  expectations,  presented 
proportions,  in  substance,  Mr.  Brent  tells  us,  the 
same  as  those  that  at  first  met  the  approbation 
of  ministers,  and  which  would  have  Doen  adopt- 
ed, but  for  particular  ooonrrenoes.    These  pro- 
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pontions  oontain  no  demand  for  an  aoknowl 
edgment  of  independence;  but  merelj  for 
permiflBion  to  establiflb  an  internal  administra- 
tion, dependent  upon  the  motber  conntry,  free- 
dom of  commerce  and  eqoal  rigbts  with  Euro- 
pean Spaniards.  This  was,  in  subatance,  tbe 
measure  first  proposed  by  tbe  committee  of 
Cortes,  and  wbich  was  subsequently  rejected 
by  the  king,  "  as  a  violation  of  toe  coDstitution ; 
that  public  opinion  was  not  prepared  for  it,  that 
it  was  against  the  interests  of  Spain  and  of 
America."  Something  less  favorable  must  be 
intended  by  the  king,  when  he  says  ^  his  Gov- 
ernment, urged  by  the  Oortes,  to  propose  the 
measures  they  may  think  most  proper  for  their 
welfare,  or  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  these 
countries,  they  will  do  so  immediately,  and 
with  the  utmost  generosity."  No,  sir.  The 
recognition  of  the  iDdependence  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  would  be  opposed  both  by  the  interests 
and  by  the  prejudices  of  the  Spanish  nation. 
Independently  of  the  revenue  derived  by  the 
Grown  fi-om  tiiose  countries — a  revenue  of  more 
than  eight  millions  of  dollars— the  patronage 
they  arorded  was  immense.  Places  in  Spanish 
America  were  the  reward  of  services  and  the 
means  of  corruption.  The  aristocracy,  who 
profited  by  those  places,  and  who  regarded 
them  as  the  means  of  maintaining  their  splendid 
establishments  in  Europe,  will  abandon,  with 
relactance,  the  prospect  of  wealth  America 

S resented.  The  clergy  will  exert  their  in- 
uenoe  to  prevent  it  America  was  to  them  a 
source  of  ambition  and  of  profit.  The  posses- 
sion of  America  extended  their  spiritual  do- 
minion and  augmented  their  temporal  wealth. 
The  merchants,  who.  by  a  code  of  laws  framed 
in  the  spirit  of  restriction  and  oppression,  mo- 
nopolized the  trade  of  the  coloni^  will  oppose 
their  recognition ;  and  the  people  generally  will 
not  consent  to  relinquish,  without  a  desperate 
struggle,  the  dominion  over  the  colonies,  con- 
nected, as  it  is,  with  their  most  pleasing  recol- 
lections of  national  honor  and  glory. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they  are  reaUy  inde- 
pendent. The  Spaniards  will  not  abandon  all 
hope  of  recovering  possession  of  them  until  they 
are  recognized  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  are  many  of  the  former 
inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo,  now  in  France, 
who  still  cherish  the  hope  of  being  restored  to 
their  estates  in  that  island. 

These  motives  will  operate  powerfully  upon 
the  Spanish  nation,  and,  it  is  to  be  feareid,  wiU 
not  only  prevent  their  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  countries,  but  lead  them  to 
view  this  measure,  on  our  part,  as  an  unfiriendly, 
perhaps  as  a  hostile  act  They  certainly  have 
no  rignt  to  do  so  according  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations.  But  the  resentment  of 
wounded  pride  is  not  always  restrained  by  con- 
siderations of  national  law. 

But,  sir,  this  risk,  even  if  it  were  less  re- 
mote, ou^t  not  to  deter  us  from  adopting  the 
resolutions  on  your  table.    It  is  a  measure  call- 
ed for  both  by  justice  and  policy.    The  conduct 
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of  the  Qovemment,  in  relation  to  this  contest, 
has  given  tbe  best  evidence  of  our  respect  for 
the  rights  of  Spain.  So  long  as  that  nation 
made  an  effort  to  recover  her  dominion  over 
her  colonies,  the  United  States  abstained  from 
recognizing  their  independence.  But  now, 
when  all  opposition  has  ceased  on  the  part  of 
Spain ;  now  that  those  countries  are  free  from 
the  intestine  conmiotions  which  divided  ^em 
into  factions^  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  distin- 
guish which  was  the  legitimate  government,  it 
would  be  ui^ust  to  withhold  it 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  committee  wOl  adopt 
the  resolutions  now  under  consideration.  It  is 
due  to  the  rights  of  the  fi^  and  independent 
Governments  that  expect  it  at  our  hands,  and 
due  to  our  own  character  and  station. 

After  some  furtiier  conversation,  in  which 
Messrs.  Wood,  Wbiqht,  Rhsa,  Tuokeb,  and  H« 
Nblson,  bore  pai't,  Mr.  Tucxxb  varied  his  mo- 
•tion  so  as  to  make  the  resolve  read,  ^'  the  late 
American  provinces  of  Spain;"  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  agreeing  to  the  said  first  resolution ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereupon  stood— yeas 
167,  nays  1,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — ^MesBTB.  Alezaader,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, AUen  of  Teimesaee,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Banett, 
Baylies,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Borland, 
Breckenridge,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Bnrton, 
Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Campbell 
ofOhio,  Caxmon,Ca8sedy,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Colden, 
Condicl^  Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts^  Cnahman, 
Cnthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  {lenison,  Dickti:^90ii, 
Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennflylvania,  Edwards  of  Nortii  Carolina, 
Eustis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foller,  Gebhard,  Gilmei; 
Qist,  Qross,  Hall,  Uarvey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Heirick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holoombe,  Hooks, 
Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Keyes,  Eirkland,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Littie,  Long,  Lowndes, 
McCarty,  McCoy,  McDnffie,  McLane,  McNeil,  Mc- 
Shenr,  Mallary,  Matiack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalfe,  Milnor,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Yiiginia,  Moore  . 
of  Alabama,  Moigan,  Mniray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Yirginia,  Newton,  New,  Over- 
street,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pemw 
sylvania,  Phillips.  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
kin, Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Goorgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rnggles,  Rnss,  Russell,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  Arthur 
Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New 
York,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Tat- 
nan,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Whipple,,  White,.  Whit- 
man,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Woodf 
son,  Wonnan,  and  Wri^t 
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80  the  first  resolve  passed  nnanimouBly,  with 
the  exception  of  a  sinsle  vote. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  second 
resolution,  and  carried  unanimously. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Kblsoit,  the 
House  acUourned. 

Fbidat,  March  29. 

Title  to  the  Fortifieation  Site  in  the  DeUwxvre 

Biver^  eaUed  the  Fea  Fatch, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fbbsident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  ffotue  of  Ji^pruentaHvei  qf  the  United  States  : 

In  coxDpliaiice  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hoom  of 
Bepretentatiyes,  of  the  Ut  instant,  requesting  "  the 
President  to  communicate  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  relative  to  any  private  claim  against  the 
piece  of  land  in  the  Delaware  River,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Pea  Patch,  and  to  state,  if  any,  and 
what,  process  has  been  instituted  on  behalf  of  such^ 
daim,*^  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre-* 
taiy  of  War,  furnishing  the  information  required. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHmoTOir,  March  8,  1822. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Gradual  Inereaae  qf  the  Ifa/ey. 

Mr.  MoLanx,  from  the  Oonmiittee  on  Naval 
Afairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  resolution, 
**  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,'  so  as 
to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appropriation  to 
be  expended  in  the  construction  of  vessels  of  an 
inferior  force  to  those  now  authorized  by  said 
law  to  be  buUt,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  permanent  the 
Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  n- 
ferred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  4th  instant»  instracting  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act,  entitled  *<  An  act 
fi>r  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,**  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  vessels 
of  an  in&zior  force  to  those  now  authorized  by  said 
law  to  be  built,  make  the  following  report : 

That,  by  the  act  above  referred  to^  passed  the  29th 
April,  1816,  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num was  appropriated  for  the  gradual  incmae  of  die 
Navy  of  the  United  States;  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  authorixed  to  cause  to  be  built  nine 
ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  74  guns  each ;  and  twelve 
ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  44  guns  each,  includuig 
one  74  and  three  44  ffun  ships^  authorized  by  a  pre- 
vious law.  The  President  was  also  authorized  to  pro- 
cure steam  en^es,  and  all  the  imperishable  mate- 
rials necessary  for  building  and  equipping  three  steam 
batteries;  and  by  the  4£  section  of  the  act,  it  was 


provided  that  "  the  moneys  aj^ropiiated  by  this  act 
shall  not  be  transferred  to  any  other  object  of  expen- 
diture." B^  the  act  of  8d  March,  1821,  instead  of 
the  appropnation  contained  in  the  original  act,  iho 
sum  of  $500,000  per  annum,  for  six  years,  was  ap- 
propriated to  carry  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the 
said  act ;  and  that  the  whole  of  this  sum  wUl  be  re- 
quired to  complete  the  objects  contemplated  by  these 
acts.  That,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  and  objects 
of  these  laws,  there  has  been  built  and  equipped  one 
ship-of-the-line,  viz :  the  Columbus ;  and  that  there 
has  been  built  and  launched  three  ships- of-the-line, 
viz :  the  Ohio,  the  North  Carolina,  and  the  Delaware, 
and  one  frigate  at  Washington,  the  Potomac ;  that 
there  is  now  on  the  stocks,  built  and  ready  to  launch, 
one  ship-of-the-line  at  Boston — that  there  are  now 
on  the  stocks,  nearly  finished,  one  ship-of-the-line  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  one  frigate  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  one  frigate  at  New  York — ^that  there  is 
on  the  stocks,  about  half  finished,  one  ship-of-the- 
line  at  Gosport,  Virginia — ^that  preparations  have, 
for  some  time  past,  been  making,  for  putting  on  the 
stocks  one  ship-of-the-line  at  Boston,  one  frigate  at 
New  York,  one  frigate  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  one  frigate  at  Washington,  and  that  the 
frames,  and  nearly  all  the  timber,  and  other  mate- 
rials, have  been  provided  for  building  one  ship-of-th&> 
line  at  Philadelphia,  one  frigate  at  Washington,  one 
frigate  at  Boston,  and  one  frigate  at  Norfolk — ^that 
the  live  oak  frames,  and  nearly  all  the  other  timber, 
and  two  steam  engines,  have  been  provided  for  two 
steam  batteries  at  New  York,  anfl  one  steam  battery 
at  Washington.  The  committee  further  report  that 
the  articles  on  hand,  and  those  contracted  for,  could 
not  be  advantageously  applied  to  the  building  of 
vessels  of  a  smaller  class  than  those  for  which  they 
were  provided  and  designed.  "The  frames  of  our 
ships-of-the-line  are  aU  got  to  moulds ;  each  particu- 
lar piece  has  its  appropriate  place  in  the  frame,**  and 
the  labor  of  reducing  them  to  a  size  suitable  to 
smaller  vessels  would  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  the  expense  of  a  new  frame.  The  copper  pro* 
vided,  too,  is  generally  heavier  than  is  used  for 
doopeof  war. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  frames  being 
cut  to  moulds,  which,  being  the  cheaper  and  better 
plan,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  before-recited  acts,  were  authorized  to 
direct,  there  would  be  great  risk  of  losing  them  en- 
tirely, by  their  warping  out  of  place,  if  they  are  not 
put  together. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  frmda 
appropriated  for  the  g^radual  increase  of  the  navy, 
cannot  be  diverted  to  any  other  objects,  consistently 
with  good  faith,  or  the  real  interests  of  the  nation. 

The  policy  was  adopted  upon  great  oonsidoration, 
and  wiUi  a  view  to  the  defence  of  our  seaooast,  and 
ux  a  well-founded  conviction  that  it  was  wise  and  pru- 
dent gradually  to  inoroase  our  naval  force  in  time  of 
peace,  and  to  render  it  efiioient  in  the  exigencies  to 
which  the  oonntzy  must  be  always  more  or  less  ex* 
posed.  It  is  believed  that  the  best  defence  for  this 
country,  and  that  on  which  it  must  principally  rely, 
not  odIj  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  but  to 
prevent  the  actual  invasion  of  the  soil,  is  the  naval 
force.  The  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy 
was  founded  on  this  presumption,  and  designed  by 
gradual  means;  in  a  manner  least  oppresave  to  the 
country,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  eflkient  naval 
power,  and  to  prepare,  in  time  of  peaoe,  that  descrip* 
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tkm  force,  -which  ooold  not  be*  easily  raised  up  in 
time  of  war,  but  which  would  be  indispensable  in 
such  a  crisis.  It  requires  much  time  and  great  care 
to  prepare  the  materials,  and  construot  the  ves- 
sels of  the  class  provided  for  in  the  acts,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  late  war  has  folly  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  sach  a  force ;  by  teaching  us  the  facility 
with  which  the  enemy  could  blockade  a  large  portion 
of  our  coast  with  a  uogle  ship-of  tbe-line. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  change  this  system,  founded  upon  so  many 
important  considerations,  without  some  urgent  neces- 
sity, and  in  their  opinion,  none  such  exists ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  seems  to  be  even  stronger  reasons  for 
adhering  to  the  policy,  and  cherishing  the  growth  of 
oar  naval  power,  now  diat  foreign  nations  are  model- 
ling their  naval  architecture  after  our  improvements, 
and  at  a  moment  when  our  foreign  relations  are 
about  to  be  extended,  upon  a  scale  which  should,  at 
least,  admonish  us  against  any  dimuaition  of,  or  an 
iDditference  to  the  means  of  national  defence. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  importance  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  a  class  of  naval  force,  indispensable 
both  in  time  of  peace  and  war ;  but  they  are  a  class 
which  may  be  provided  in  a  shorter  time,  and  with 
considerable  advantage,  even  after  the  exigency  has 
arisen,  and,  though  they  would  be  useful  in  time  of 
peace  for  many  services,  and  especially  for  the  disci- 
ple of  our  officers,  and  the  more  effectual  suppres- 
sion of  the  piratical  marauders  upon  our  commerce, 
the  committee  believe  it  would  be  unwise  to  break  in 
npon  the  fund  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
even  for  such  objects ;  and,  therefore,  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Re§olvrd^  That  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  act, 
entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,"  so  as  to  require  a  part  of  the 
annual  appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion of  vessels  of  an  inferior  force  to  those  now  au- 
thorized by  the  said  law  to  be  built. 

Intpectian  of  Land  Offices. 
Mr.  McLane,  from  a  select  committee,  deliv- 
ered in  the  following  report;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[This  report,  which  was  the  result  of  an  inquiry 
expected  to  criminate  a  Senator,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  concluded  thus :] 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  have  seen  nothing  in 
the  case  submitted  to  them,  which  can  lead  to  the 
presumption,  that  either  of  the  individuals  concerned 
had  any  intention  either  to  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  or  to  abuse  or  disregard  the  spirit  and  policy 
of  our  institutions. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Thomas  to  examine  the  land  ofBces  originated  in 
a  desire  honestly  to  discharge  an  important  public 
duty ;  that  the  peculiar  importance  of  the  trust  at 
the* time,  and  the  character  and  elevation  of  the  in- 
dividual employed,  were  calculated  rather  to  invite 
than  forbid  the  selection.  Nor  have  the  committee 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  duty  has  not  been 
faithfully  performed,  and  in  a  manner  conducive  to 
the  pubUc  good. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  such  impres- 
sion'', the  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  sin- 
gle out  this  ca-se  for  particular  animadversion,  or  to 
pronounce  upon  the  comprehensiveness  or  precise  im- 
port of  the  act  of  1808.    They  content  themselves 


with  referring  to  the  construction  which  it  has  uni- 
formly received  in  practice,  and  to  the  conviction  that 
the  public  good,  and  not  any  sinister  or  improper 
purpose,  was  intended ;  and  they  therefore  reoom- 
mend  the  following  resolution : 

Buolvedf  That  the  committee  be  disdhaiged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

Mr.  OooK  stated,  that  it  was  dne  to  himself 
and  to  the  committee  to  say,  that  the  commit- 
tee were  not  nnanimons  in  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port, and  to  express  the  views  which  he  per- 
sonally had  of  this  subject,  which  he  considered, 
in  some  points  of  view,  as  of  great  importance, 
he  offered  a  connter-resolntion,  which  he  re- 
quested might  accompauy  the  report,  and  be 
laid  on  the  table  with  it 

Mr.  MoLans  said  he  was  sorry  that,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
had  thought  it  proper  to  deviate  from  the  usual 
practice  on  making  reports,  in  stating,  as  he 
had  done,  that  there  was  a  division  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  report.  An  obvious 
objection  to  such  a  proceeding  was,  that  each 
member  of  the  committee  might  feel  himself 
called  upon  to  say  how  ?ie  had  voted,  if  any  one 
of  the  committee  did  so.  He  believed,  he  said, 
that  he  should  be  authorized  in  saying  that  -the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  was  the  only  one 
of  the  committee  who  disagreed  to  the  resolu- 
tion now  on  the  table.  Mr.  MoLAira  did  not 
think  this  course  to  be  the  proper  one  to  be 
pursued.  It  would  be  an  encroachment  on  pro- 
priety to  suffer  a  committee  to  make  a  report, 
and  accompany  it  with  another  report,  which 
might  possibly  be  of  a  very  different  tendency. 
The  object  of  the  gentleman,  besides,  could  be 
as  well  attained  by  moving  his  proposition  in 
the  shape  of  a  separate  and  distinct  resolntlon, 
as  in  the  way  he  proposed. 

The  Spsakbr,  deprecating  the  debates  grow- 
ing out  of  incidental  questions,  uselessly  con- 
suming the  time  of  the  House,  pronounced  his 
decision,  that  nothing  can  be  received  as  the  act 
of  a  committee  but  what  is  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  a  committee  can  make  bnt  one 
report  Nothing,  therefore,  bnt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  now  under  consideration.  He 
adverted  to  the  famons  case  of  the  Seminole 
war,  in  which  a  counter  report  had  been  offered 
by  one  of  the  committee,  and  received  by  the 
House,  but  he  considered  it  an  erroneous  pro- 
ceeding, and  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent 

Mr.  Meroeb  concurred  in  the  view  which  the 
Speaker  had  taken  of  this  point,  and  added 
that,  in  the  case  of  the  Seminole  war,  the  coun- 
ter report  had  not  been  received  until  after 
considerable  debate,  and  it  was  afterwards  a 
subject  of  genera]  regret  that  it  had  been  re- 
ceived at  all.  ' 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  not  sure  he  had  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Delaware  Qir. 
MoLane)  correctly — ^but  repeating  what  he  had 
said  when  before  up,  Mr.  C.  now  justified  it 
It  was  no  new  thing  for  it  to  be  announced,  on 
the  presentation  of  a  report,  that  the  committee 
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was  divided  in  relation  to  it  He  quoted  the 
example  of  the  case  of  the  report  at  the  last 
session  on.  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  member 
from  Delaware  meant  to  intimate  that  he  had 
made  an  inoorreot  statement  or  taken  any  un- 
due advantage.  He  would  rather  abandon  his 
seat — he  would  rather  never  have  set  foot  in 
this  House,  than  do  a  dishonorable  act,  or  even 
an  act  of  unkindness  to  any  of  his  fellow-mem- 
bers. He  deemed  it  a  matter  of  importance 
even  to  the  persons  about  whom,  on  this  subject, 
so  much  had  been  said,  to  frankly  present  to  the 
House  his  views,  that  no  man  ciiould  be  taken 
by  surprise  in  voting  on  a  question  deeply  con- 
nected with  the  purity  of  the  leg^lative 
body 

The  Sfbaxkb  here  arrested  the  debate,  as 
going  improperly  into  the  main  subject,  on  a 
question  merely  incidental. 

Mr.  MoLanx  disclaimed  any  intention,  in 
what  he  had  said,  to  alarm  l^e  feelings  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  or  impeach  his  mo- 
tives. He  considered  it  an  act  of  justice  to  him- 
self and  to  the  committee  to  state  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  he  had  done  no  more. 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  report 
on  the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Oook,  and  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Oook  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Eesohed,  That  the  employment  of  members  of 
Congress  by  the  Ezecative,  or  any  Ezecntive  officer 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  perfonnance  of  any  pub- 
lic service,  dnrinff  the  continoanoe  of  their  member- 
ship, for  which  tney  receive  compensation  out  of  the 
pablic  Traasmiy,  is  inconsistent  with  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress,  and  in  derogation  of  the  ri^to  of 
the  people,  and,  if  it  be  nqt  already,  ought  to  be 
prohibited. 

Mr.  Oahkoit  required  the  question  of  consid- 
eration  of  the  resolution;  and,  that  question 
being  taken,  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the 
same. 

Mr.  Oook  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  taken  upon  the  disposal  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee:  on  the  ground  that 
his  object  was  to  o£fer  the  last  resolution  as  an 
amendment,  or  rather  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee. 

A  question  of  order  occurred,  in  which  Messrs. 
Oook,  H.  Nelson,  Oaiwon,  and  Taylor,  took 
part,  when  the  proceedings  ended  in  deciding 
to  lay  Mr.  Oook's  resolution  on  the  table,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  report  had  been ;  and  botii 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Fugitive  SIomb, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in 
any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall  es- 
cape into  any  other  State  or  Teritory. 

The  question  was,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNsoir  was  willing  to  legislate  on 


the  subject,  but  he  thought  this  bill  was  calcu- 
lated to  introduce  new  and  unknown  rules  in 
relation  to  property.  Its  operation  was  not 
confined  to  the  slaveholding  States,  and  he 
thought  its  tendency  would  bs  injurious  to  so- 
ciety, and  the  administration  of  justice.  He 
was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
authorized  a  suspension  of  the  right  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  table,  or  recommitted,  in  order 
that  these  objections  may  be  removed;  and 
with  that  view,  he  proposed  that  the  commit- 
tee rise  and  report;  which  motion  was  put  and 
carried,  ayes  55,  noes  48. 

In  the  House,  leave  to  sit  again  was  refused 
to  the  committee ;  and 

Mr.  F.  JoHHBOK  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  a  select  committee,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
Mr.  JoHNBOK  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Ooldbn,  Mr. 
WmoHT.  Mr.  Nelson  of  Vir^ia,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
llamb  or  North  Oarolina,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

JSbnei  Lovt  in  the  Seminole  War, 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Claims 
unfavorable  to  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  claiming  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  campaign. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  moved  to  amend  tne  report  of 
the  committee  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not," 
so  as  to  give  it  an  affirmative  character. 

The  motion  was  suppoxted  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Alxen  said:  This  daim  presents  itself 
very  differently  from  most  others  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  decide.  It  rests  upon  a  positive 
contract  between  the  soldier  and  his  Govern- 
ment. We  find  the  Commander  of  the  Southern 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in- 
viting mounted  volunteers  to  enter  the  service, 
under  a  promise  to  pay  them  forty  cents  per 
day  for  their  horses,  and  furnish  them  with  tor- 
age  and  subsistence,  at  a  time  .when  a  law  ex- 
isted to  pay  the  soldiers,  who  had  lust  returned 
from  service,  for  theur  horses  that  had  been  lost 
on  account  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  forage  them.  The  inspection  roll 
of  the  army  proves  that  these  men  entered  the 
service,  and  performed  their  duty  faithfUly,  and 
were  honorably  discharged.  It  is  admitted  that, 
during  a  long  and  rapid  march  through  a  wil- 
derness, no  forage  whatever  was  furnished. 
What  was  the  consequence?  Death  to  the 
horse  and  loss  to  the  owner,  but  a  giiin  to  the 
Government  of  all  that  forage  and  transportation 
would  have  cost.  If  that  has  been  done  in  vio- 
lation of  the  contract  with  the  soldier,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  pay  the  damages  that  accrued  to 
the  soldier  who  performed  las  part  of  the  cove- 
nant? HIb  claim  would  be  sustainable  in  law, 
were  the  Government  suable;  and,  because  it 
is  not,  are  we  to  reject  it?  I  hope  not ;  I  will 
not  agree  to  do  so  without  stronger  reasons 
than  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Claims.    I  cannot  see  how  the  sol* 
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dier^B  demand  for  his  horse  is  at  all  impaired 
by  any  thing  paid  him  for  his  services.  Eie  per- 
formed the  duties  required  of  him,  and  only  re- 
ceived the  wages  promised  for  doing  so ;  yet 
this  ingenions  report  tells  ns  that  that  payment 
exceeded  the  average  value  of  the  horses,  and 
infers,  from  it,  that  the  soldier  is  already  over- 
paid. Agreeahly  to  this  mode  of  reasoning,  if 
one  of  these  soldiers  had  served  six  months 
longer,  the  Government  would  have  had  a  claim 
against  him  equal  to  the  value  of  another  horse. 
If  he  is  to  be  charged  with  his  wages  when  he 
receives  credit  for  his  horse,  it  is  evident  that 
the  longer  he  served  the  greater  would  be  the 
balance  against  him.  This  may  be  good  argu- 
ment, but,  in  my  opinion,  very  poor  pay.  There 
is  a  laboring,  throughout  this  report,  to  draw 
the  mind  off  from  the  merits  of  the  claim,  and 
fix  it  upon  charges  and  expenditures  that  at- 
tended the  campaign,  for  which  the  soldier  is 
not  at  all  accountable.  After  all  the  trouble  of 
searching  every  department  in  the  War  Office, 
it  is  discovered  that,  out  of  the  arms  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  volunteers,  forty-nine  muskets 
were  never  returned.  This,  I  tiiink,  might  ea- 
aly  be  accounted  for  by  looking  at  the  number 
of  men  that  never  returned.  The  killed  and 
wounded  could  not  be  expected  to  return  their 
arms,  and  certainly  their  comrades  are  not  to  be 
made  accoantable*for  them.  Is  it  believed  that 
we  are  never  to  want  another  army  ?  If  we  do, 
does  any  one  think  we  will  get  soldiers,  if  they 
are  to  be  made  accountable  for  all  the  expenses  ? 
Was  that  the  course  adopted  during  the  last  war  ? 
No;  the  mounted  men  then  engaged,  were 
paid  for  their  services  and  their  losses.  These 
troops  only  ask  the  same  measure  of  justice  all 
others  received.  If  the  policy  even  is  doubtful, 
is  it  just  to  change  it  now,  and  exclude  a  few 
that  have  been  deceived  by  confiding  in  it? 
Certainly  not  If  you  want  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  remember  that,  next  to  their  liberty, 
they  claim  from  their  Government  equal  justice. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  denied  to  these  meritorious 
men — soldiers,  I  would  say,  if  I  was  not  well 
aware  that  the  very  name  of  soldier  sounds  an 
alarm  here,  not  for  their  valor,  but  for  our 
money.  Sir,  these  soldiers  are  too  proud  to 
beg.  Give  them  justice  or  g^ve  them  nothing. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
granted* 

Batitbdat,  March  80. 
SotUh  American  Go9«mmsnt$. 
The  8PBAKBB  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House. 

WASHmoTOir,  Maroh  80,  1822. 
To  the  HonoralUe,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  o/Bepre- 


Sm:  Severe  indisposition  prevented  me  from  at- 
tending the  House  on  Thnriday,  and  recording  my 


vote  in  favor  of  the  Independence  of  the  Sonth  Amer- 
ican Governments;  the  same  canse  prevented  me 
from  attending  the  House  yesterday ;  nor  was  it  on- 
ta  the  hour  of  adjoomment  that  I  was  informed  that 
the  members  who  were  absent  when  the  above  vote 
was  taken,  were  yesterday  permitted,  by  universal 
consent,  to  have  their  votes  entered  on  the  Journal. 
Thus  circnmstanoed,  I  shall  feel  highly  honored  by 
the  House  if  they  will  permit  my  name  to  be  recorded 
in  the  affinnative  on  that  question,  by  placing  it 
with  the  yeas ;  or  if  that  cannot  be  done,-  liy  pladng 
this  letter  on  the  JonrnaL  I  have  ihe  honor  to 
be,  &c  PHILIP  KEID. 

Mr.  G ABNKTT  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  make 
a  motion ;  he  said  he  wished  to  make  one  on 
the  subject  of  the  vote  he  had  given  on  Thurs- 
day last,  on  the  recognition  of  the  late  South 
American  Provinces.  That  it  has  been  his  mis- 
fortune, not  only  to  differ  with  all  his  colleagues, 
but  with  the  whole  House  on  this  subject;  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  recall  his  vote,  for  he  was 
fully  prepared  for  all  the  oonsei^uences  that 
could  arise  fh>m  it,  when  he  gave  it ;  but  there 
was  one  view  of  the  subject  which  occasioned 
regret;  the  event  of  her  recognition  would  ne- 
cessarily be  announced  to  the  world,  and  his 
vote  would  be  probably  misinterpreted  by  the 
public,  who  might  believe  that  he  was  unfriend- 
ly to  the  independence  of  the  South  Americas ; 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  believed,  that 
there  could  be  an  American  Legislator  in  the 
19th  century,  who  could  be  unfriendly  to  civil 
liberty,  and  the  rights  of  man,  anywhere.  That 
he  felt  great  gratification  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  success  in  which 
the  struggle  of  the  South  Americans  had  even- 
tuated; and  that  he  refrained  from  voting  to 
recognize  them,  from  considerations  of  policy, 
which  he  wished  to  make  known,  by  spreading 
them  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House,  the  only 
permanent  and  authentic  record.  This  was 
partly  a  national,  and  parUy  a  personal  motive ; 
but  there  was  a  secondary  motive,  which  was 
entirely  personfd.  He  wished  it  to  be  known 
that  he  had  not  voted  entirely  vrithout  reflec- 
tion, or  from  caprice  or  prejudice,  by  making 
known  his  reasons,  which^  whether  well  or  ill- 
founded,  would  show  that  he  had  bestowed 
some  consideration  on  the  subject.  With  this 
view  he  offered  the  following  declaration,  and 
moved  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  Journal : 

I  voted  against  the  recognition  of  the  l&te  Ameri- 
can Provinces  of  Spain,  not  because  I  am  opposed  to 
their  independence,  on  the  oontraiy,  I  rejoice  in  its 
accomplishment,  and  believe  that  it  woold  be  even 
better  for  ibem  to  be  independent  with  a  worse  form 
of  government,  than  to  be  dependent  with  a  better ; 
bat  I  voted  against  it  becanse  I  am  of  (pinion, 

That  recognition  must  be  either  the  mere  formal 
declaration  of  a  &ct  which  will  be  moperative,  and 
therefore  useless,  or  it  must  be  sabstanoal,  and  pro- 
pose some  advantage  to  one  or  both  of  the  parties — 
that,  if  it  be  substantial,  it  must  be  intended  either 
to  impart  to  the  party  recognized  the  physical  means, 
or  the  moral  force,  necessary  to  accomplish  their 
revolution,  or  to  establish  relations  for  the  mutoal 
benefit  of  both  the  parties  ooncenied— that  the  idea 
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of  aasistance,  to  consnixmiatd  a  revolution,  concedes 
that  it  ia  not  completed,  and  is  incompatible  with 
the  neutral  obligations  to  the  country  claiming  juris- 
diction ;  and  that  the  second  alternative  of  mutual 
benefit  reduces  it  to  a  question  of  policy,  in  which 
it  is  only  neoessaxy  to  balance  the  good  with  the 
evil: 

That  we  have  no  right  to  recognize  nations  because 
they  have  adopted  forms  of  government  congenial 
witL  our  own,  if  our  recognition  would  not  otherwise 
be  proper ;  and,  to  maintain  this  doctrine,  would  be 
to  assert  the  odious  principle  of  legitimacy,  that  na- 
tions have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  each  other,  which  must  be  beneficial  or  in- 
jurious, accordingly  as  free  principles  or  despotism 
happens  to  prevail  in  the  world ;  and  that,  for  this 
reasonmlso,  the  pre'sent  is  a  question  of  policy,  not  of 
principle : 

That,  the  period  having  ptet  when  our  recognition 
of  the  independent  Governments  of  South  America 
could  be  of  any  substantial  benefit  to  them  ;  their  in- 
dependence being  already  firmly  established ;  it  is  im- 
politic in  us,  for  the  sake  of  any  advantages  which 
either  party  is  likely  to  derive  from  an  intercourse  at 
this  time,  to  risk  those  we  already  possess : 

TBat,  if  Spain  only,  through  mistaken  pride,  re- 
sents our  act,  thou^  perhaps  too  feeble  to  carry  on  a 
war  with  us,  she  may  interdict  our  commerce  with 
her  remaining  colonies,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  a  trade 
more  valuable  than  any  we  can  expect  to  substitute, 
for  a  lonff  time,  with  the  independent  provinces : 

That,  if  the  importance  of  this  trade  to  those  colo- 
nies should  induce  them  to  revolt,  or  our  recognition 
itself  should  produce  in  them  revolutionaiy  move- 
ments, the  island  of  Cuba,  the  most  valuable  to  us, 
will  either  fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  colored 
population,  or  of  our  jealous  and  ambitious  rival, 
England,  or  we  must  occupy  it  ourselves,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  war  with  that  rival,  who  will  certainly 
leek  to  prevent  tiiat  occupation  at  the  same  cost : 

That  the  elements  of  new  revolutions  still  exist  in 
Mexico^  in  consequence  of  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  priesthood  and  the  landed  aristocracy,  who  gave 
theur  ud  to  the  late  revolution,  under  the  belief  that 
they  were  to  have  an  imperial  government,  which  se- 
cures to  them  their  property — which  probably  cannot 
be  carried  into  operation,  and  which,  if  attempted,  it 
is  said,  will  be  resisted  by  the  Republic  of  Colombia 
— and  that  these  commotions  will  still  farther  retard 
the  return  of  their  productive  labor  to  domestic  in- 
dustiy. 

That  the  atnation  of  Mexico  is  somewhat  equivo- 
cal in  relation  to  its  claim  to  reoognition,  as  it  appears 
by  the  letter  of  the  American  Chaig^  d'Affaires  near 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  that  the  authorized  agents  of 
that  Government,  after  the  revolt  of  Iturbide,  and  the 
adoption  of  articles  of  government,  was  known  to 
them,  still  contemplated  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
Empire,  as  it  concerns  this  province. 

And,  finally,  that  circumstances  do  not  warrant 
precipitancy-^that  the  great  interests  of  both  parties 
will  be  endangered  without  any  adequate  motive  for 
the  risk ;  and  that  the  temporary  eclat  which  priority 
of  recoj^tion  may  obtain  for  us,  is  not  to  be  put  in 
opposition  to  the  great  permanent  interests  of  both 
countries,  which  inll  be  best  promoted  by  adhering, 
on  their  part,  to  the  sage  monitions  inculcated  in  the 
language  of  one  of  their  meet  distinguished  patriots, 
Bivadavia,  who  declared,  as  late  as  September  last, 
**  that  they  did  not  seek  the  reoognition  of  other  na- 


tions, because  it  must  operate,  if  unsuccessful,  to  the 
humiliation  of  the  provinces,  and  if  successful,  to  mis- 
lead the  people,  by  persuading  them  that  such  recog- 
nition was  all  sufficient  to  their  political  existence 
and  happiness ;  that  the  most  efficacious  system  would 
be  to  establish  order  and  wise  institutions  of  govern- 
ment throughout  the  provinces,  and  to  show  them- 
selves worthy  of  the  fraternity  of  other  nations,  when 
it  would  be  voluntarily  o£fered  ;**  and,  on  our  part, 
by  abstaining  to  propose  that  fraternity,  until  the  ele- 
ments of  their  political  society,  purified  from  the 
crimes  and  corruption  engendered  by  former  oppres- 
sion, have  settied  down  into  order,  and  they  have 
fully  demonstrated  their  capacity  for  self-government, 
and  until  we  are  mutually  in  a  condition  to  derive 
advantages  from  a  free  intercourse,  which  will  over- 
balance the  considerations  of  the  evU,  which  imme- 
diate recognition  presents,  without  a  prospect  of  good. 
EGBERT  S.  GARNETT, 
A  member  from  Virffmia, 

The  question  being  taken  upon  entering  the 
said  written  declaration  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  it  was  negatived,  ayes  49,  noes  61. 

Exchange  of  Stocla, 

An  enerossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain 
stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent.,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  TnoKBR,  of  South  Carolina,  caUed  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill ;  which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  said  he  should  not  again 
have  troubled  the  House  upon  the  subject,  but 
for  the  very  singular  course  which  had  marked 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  and  but  for  the  utter 
repugnance  he  felt  for  the  measure — ^a  loan  bill 
of  twenty-six  millions  in  profound  peace ;  that 
he  considered  the  subject,  as  the  friends  of  it 
had  said,  of  ^*  vital  importances^  in  its  conse- 
quences, and  as  a  precedent.  He  said  that  the 
bill,  as  now  amended,  was  more  objectionable 
than  at  first;  that  it  now  allowed  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt  of  1814  and  1816,  as  well  as 
1812  and  1818,  to  be  postponed  and  put  ftirther 
off.  It  was  now  a  proposition  to  create  a  loan 
of  twenty-six  millions  to  discharge  so  maoh  of 
the  public  debt  which  falls  redeemable  in  1825, 
^26,  *27,  *28,  and  to  postpone  the  payment 
thereof  until  a  more  distant  period, — ^taxing 
the  community,  in  the  mean  time,  and  for  all 
that  time,  with  an  interest  on  the  debt,  and 
which  interest,  as  mentioned  on  a  former  day, 
was  upwards  of  ^yq  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually;  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  had  urged  several  grounds  for  its  pas- 
sage: first,  that  it  was  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  secondly,  that  we 
^all  not  be  able  to  discharge  the  debt  when  it 
falls  redeemable;  and,  foreseeing  that  evenL 
now  was  the  golden  moment,  now  the  accepted 
time,  to  make  a  good  bargain  out  of  the  money 
brokers,  and,  by  so  doing,  to  save  to  the  nation 

^  See  letter  of  J.  M.  Forbes,  of  the  17th  of  September, 
1881. 
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the  pajment  of  6  and  7  per  oent.  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
5  per  cent.  These  arguments,  he  said,  had 
l>een  answered,  and  that  satisfactorilj,  in  his 
cpinion,  by  his  honorable  friends  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Tbaot,)  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
ToMLmsoN,)  and  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seb- 
GSAST.)  It  had  been  demonstrated  over  and 
over  again,  that  the  stockholders  will  not  ac- 
cept the  exchange  you  propose,  unless  it  shall 
be  more  advantageous  to  them  than  the  con- 
tract they  now  hold  on  you,  and  consequently 
more  disadvantageous  to  the  Government;  so 
that  it  is  to  make  a  bargain  in  any  event,  if 
we  bargain  at  all ;  and  he  said  they  had,  more- 
over, shown  that  there  was  no  good  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  credit  of  the  Grovemment 
would  fall,  unless  uncompromitted  by  some 
such  measure  as  the  bill.  But,  he  said,  yield- 
ing to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  the  truth  of  both 
the  facts  they  had  assumed,  namely,  that  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  pay  the  debt  of  1825,  1826. 
1827,  and  1828,  when  it  falls  redeemable,  and 
that  money  will  be  more  in  demand  and  the  in- 
terest higher ;  yet  he  contended  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  was  not  established  ;  he  said, 
the  argument  which  goes  to  show  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  pay  off  the  public  debt,  presupposes 
and  assumes  for  its  basis,  that  there  is  to  be  no 
material  increase  in  the  revenue,  nor  any  mate- 
rial change  in  the  economy  of  the  affairs  of  the 
nation ;  and  he  begged  gentlemen  to  say, 
whether  the  same  arguments,  if  admitted  to  be 
correct,  did  not  go  conclusively  to  show  that 
we  never  should  be  able  to  pay  the  public  debt 
He  said,  if  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
the  reduction  of  public  expenditure,  will  not 
enable  the  Government  to  pay  off  a  good  por- 
tion of  the  debt  in  two,  three,  four,  ^ve^  and 
fflx  years,  he  should  like  to  know  what  was  to 
happen  after  that  period  to  enable  them  to  pay 
the  debt;  and,  said  he,  I  pray  gentlemen,  who 
rely  so  much  more  on  their  predictions  for  our 
inability  to  pay  the  debt,  than  on  exertions  to 
pay  it,  to  open  to  us  the  events  of  futurity,  and 
l^ve  us  a  view,  if  it  be  but  a  faint  one,  of  the 
prosperity  which  is  after  that  time  to  advance 
our  revenue  and  resources  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
pay  this  debt,  with  an  accumulation  of  fifty-five 
per  cent,  on  it,  that  we  may  have  faith,  and, 
having  faith,  we  may  live  in  hopes,  that,  with- 
out any  exertion  but  the  mere  process  of  cre- 
ating*  new  loans  to  pay  off  old  ones,  we  shall 
some  day  relieve  the  country  of  this  enormous 
debt.  And  if  they  would  be  kind  enough,  he 
said,  to  develop  the  process  by  which  men  or 
nations  could  get  out  of  debt  by  borrowing,  it 
would  be  a  most  acceptable  invention  in  these 
times.  The  argument,  he  said,  which  was  ad- 
vanced to  show  that  the  interest  on  money 
would  increase  in  a  year  or  two,  and  hence  the 
condu^on  that  we  ought  to  borrow  while  in- 
terest is  low  and  before  it  rises,  was  founded 
upon  the  assertion  that  the  capital  in  the  coun- 
ty, which  was  now  unemployed,  would  in  a 
short  time  be  employed  in  a  profitable  com- 


merce ;  that  commerce  was  increasing,  and 
would  increase,  and  would  employ  the  capital 
of  the  country.  So  be  it,  said  he ;  and  what 
does  it  prove? 

If  commerce  increases  and  flourishes,  does  it 
not  inevitably  advance,  in  the  proportion  of  its 
increase,  the  revenue  of  the  nation?  Most 
assuredly  it  does.  And,  if  the  revenue  thus  in- 
creases, it  gives  the  means  directly  and  inevita- 
bly to  pay  off  the  debt.  For,  in  the  same  ex- 
tent, you  admit  the  argument  contended  for,  he 
said,  that  the  capital  of  the  country  would  be 
employed  in  prontable  commerce,  and  therefore 
coidd  not  be  obtained  on  loan,  but  at  a  higher 
interest  than  now,  also  proved  with  it  a  like 
proportion  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
an  increase  of  the  revenue  gave  the  means  of 
paying  the  debt;  and  the  argument  thus  urged, 
he  said,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  was  most  clearly 
against  it.  So,  he  stud,  to  him,  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  that,  take  the  argument  either  or  boUi 
ways  in  which  it  had  been  contended  for,  that 
it  was  against  the  policy  and  propriety  of  the 
measure.  But,  said  he,  we  are  told  that  two 
millions  of  dollars  are  to  be  saved  to  the  nation 
by  this  bill,  and  several  hundred  thousand 
every  year.    Astonishing  result,  he  said,  to  be 

§  reduced  by  borrowing  money.  It  was  vain 
elusion  to  talk  of  saving  millions,  while  you 
plunged  the  nation  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt ; 
while  you  increased  and  extended  the  amount 
of  interest,  and  gave  it  a  sort  of  perpetuity  on 
posterity  that  seems  without  end,  it  is  vain  de- 
lusioD  to  talk  of  saving;  it  was  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal sophism  in  which  he  did  not  believe;  the 
fact,  he  said,  was  not  so;  unless  gentlemen 
meant  to  make  the  debt  perpetual,  to  adopt  the 
old  maxim — a  public  debt  a  public  llemng — 
then,  to  be  sure,  it  would  be  some  temporary 
relief  to  the  finances  to  pay  one  per  cent,  less 
on  the  debt  How  stood  the  facts,  he  asked,  in 
this  case?  Say  a  part  of  the  debt  is  proposed 
not  to  be  redeemed  until  the  end  of  eleven 
years,  and  you  agree,  in  the  mean  time,  to  pay 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  quarterly,  on  the 
debt,  is  it  not  an  agreement  to  pay  fifty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  money  loaned,  before  you  return 
it,  you  being  allowed  eleven  years  credit  for  the 
principal,  by  paying,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
oent.  per  annum,  quarterly,  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury? On  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  of  dpllars. 
for  twenty  years,  at  this  rate,  you  pay  in  all 
forty  millions,  and  the  twenty  millions  df  inter- 
est, quarter  yearly ;  whereas  the  same  loan  of 
twenty  millions,  continued  but  five  years  at  six 

Eer  cent,  will  only  amount  to  twenty-six  mil- 
ons ;  the  difference,  therefore,  in  favor  of  six 
per  cent  for  a  few  years,  is  more  favorable  to 
the  nation  than  paying  five  per  cent  for  a  great 
number  of  years ;  five  per  cent  for  eleven  years 
makes  an  aggregate  of  interest,  on  any  given 
sum,  fifty-five  per  cent. ;  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  for  nine  years,  makes  an  aggregate  of  in- 
terest, on  the  same  sum,  but  mty-four  per 
cent ;  hence,  he  said,  it  was  most  clear  that  the 
actual  saving  to  the  nation  was  in  the  same  pro- 
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portion  as  the  debt  was  eztdnguished  within 
nine  years,  beyond  what  it  wonld  be  to  con- 
tinue and  put  off  the  payment  of  any  part  nntil 
the  end  of  eleven  years.  So  much,  he  smd,  he 
had  thought  proper  to  say  in  addition  to  what 
had  been  heretofore  said  on  the  dollar  and  cent 
part  of  the  argument. 

But,  he  said,  there  were  other  points  of  view 
in  which  this  subject  might  be  profitably  re- 
ceived and  considered.  Loans  or  a  national 
debt,  under  a  certain  administration,  was  once 
considered  a  national  blessing,  but  it  had  been 
long  since  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  a  na- 
tional debt  was  a  nation^s  curse ;  we  then  de- 
precated a  national  debt,  and  we  still  continue 
to  view  it  as  a  national  evil;  but  it  would 
seem,  he  said,  that  times  change,  and  we  change 
with  the  times.  That  very  system  which,  un- 
der a  former  Administration,  was  opposed, 
abused,  and  cried  down,  as  tending  directly  to 
the  oppression  of  the  people,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government,  we  now  propose  to 
adopt  and  speak  of  with  as  much  indifference 
and  unconcern  as  if  it  was  of  but  momentary 
consequence;  that  very  system  of  loans  and 
public  debt  was  one  of  the  levers  that  over- 
threw that  administration,  and  established  in  its 
stead  an  administration  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment— an  administration  which  consulted 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  studied  the  per- 
petuation of  American  liberty — ^an  administra^ 
tlon  which  arrested  the  career  to  consolidation 
and  profusion,  and  restored  correct  principles 
and  economy — an  administration  that,  with  less 
capital  and  wealth  in  the  nation;  with  less 
population ;  with  fewer  resources  than  we  now 
possess;  yes,  with  the  remains  of  means  of  the 
preceding  administration,  extinguished  about 
sixty-five  millions  of  the  public  debt.  And 
how  was  it  done  ?  It  was  effected,  he  said,  by 
the  then  Executive  of  the  nation  turning  its  at- 
tention to  the  deranged  finances  of  the  country, 
correcting  the  faults,  errors,  and  profusions, 
that  had  crept  into  the  various  Departments  of 
the  Government,  and  by  husbanding  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  and  which  had  been  es- 
teemed, in  the  preceding  administration,  so 
inadequate  to  the  annual  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government  that  direct  and  internal  taxes 
had  been  levied  with  a  liberal  hand,  on  the 
people,  to  supply  the  alleged  deficits  in  the  rev- 
enue,* derived  from  imnorts  and  tonnage,  &c. 
All  these  obnoxious  and  oppressive  laws  were 
repealed,  and,  notwithstandmg  the  clamorous 
predictions  of  ruin  and  devastation  which  was 
to  overtake  the  nation,  by  reason  of  the  new 
organization  of  things  which  wei*e  everywhere 
uttered  by  the  enemies  of  that  administration, 
the  sage  of  Monticello,  to  the  utter  astonish- 
ment and  confusion  of  his  enemies,  not  only 
kept  the  Government  in  operation  and  in  peace, 
but  with  the  remains  of  means  extinguished 
about  sixty-five  millions  of  public  debt. 

He  said,  he  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
House  to  say,  whether  it  was  scarcely  possible 
for  the  members,  however  industrious  and  per- 


severing, if  they  perform  the  duties  of  the 
House  and  those  on  committees,  to  become  weU 
acquainted,  even  in  the  course  of  several  ses- 
sions, with  the  expenditures  in  the  different  de- 
partments, and  the  labor,  and  service,  and  na- 
ture of  service  required,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
suggest  and  point  to  reform  in  every  one,  and 
to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  had  been  disbursed 
without  the*  authority  of  law — ^he  said,  so  nu- 
merous and  complicated  are  its  concerns,  that 
it  is  almost  wholly  impracticable,  and  hence, 
said  he,  we  have  to  confine  our  efibrts  to  the 
more  prominent  establishments  of  the  country, 
the  .Army  and  the  Navy,  and  attempts  at  the 
Civil  department.  The  Army,  said  he,  we  re- 
duced last  session,  and  that  department  had 
introduced  and  was  approaching,  a  degree  of 
economy  not  observed,  it  was  believed,  in  any 
other.  And  is  there,  he  said,  no  necessity  for 
attention  to  this  subject?  He  said  that  some- 
thing like  five  millions  a  year  was  appropriated 
by  Congress  in  the  nature  of  its  expenditure, 
more  or  less  contingent — some  of  it  altogether 
contingent)  the  residue  depending  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  various  persons  in  its  administration 
and  disbursement.  He  did  not  say  that  abuses 
had  taken  place,  and  if  there  was  not,  he  said, 
it  was  right  upon  principle  to  investigate  and 
to  understand,  but  that^  from  the  manner  of  re- 
porting the  accounts  of  the  various  expendi- 
tures to  the  House,  but  little  or  no  information 
is  afforded;  they  are  chiefly  reported  in  sun- 
dries— so  much  for  sundries,  &c.,  and  he  could 
not  any  better  judge  after  such  accounts  came 
in  than  before,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  ex- 
penditure, but  he  supposed  it  was  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  auditors  kept  their  ac- 
counts; he  supposed  they  just  sent  extracts 
from  their  ledgers.  He  said  he  observed  some 
items,  however,  that  he  could  find  no  authority 
for,  but  he  would  not  now  trouble  the  House 
with  the  mention  of  them  upon  this  occasion, 
but  he  just  observed  that  in  an  appropriation 
of  $80,000  for  an  Indian  treaty,  he  saw  ten 
thousand  dollars  set  down  as  so  much  given 
away,  for  which  there  was  no  other  evidence 
tlian  the  word  or  certificate  of  the  givers  of  the 
money;  $10,000  paid  in  part  for  the  cession 
obtained,  the  residue  absorbed  in  expenses  and 
wages.  Look  at  the  contingent  expenses  npoa 
almost  any  subject,  and  see  if  there  is  not 
something  of  the  same  want  of  attention  to  the 
public  interest;  this  he  mentioned  as  a  small 
circumstance  that  had  just  crossed  his  mind ;  it 
was  small  compared  to  other  appropriations — 
he  knew  of  no  authority  for  giving  away  the 
public  m(«iey,  and  none  for  admitting  credits 
and  disbursements  without  evidence ;  it  might, 
he  said,  be  right,  but  it  was  certainly  a  danger- 
ous sort  of  principle  to  sanction — ^irresponsibil- 
ity for  the  expenditure  of  pubUc  money ;  in- 
deed, he  said  it  would  seem  there  was  some- 
how or  other  too  much  indifference  about  the 
expenditure  of  public  money.  The  Ghent 
commissioners  are,  he  said,  a  singolar  evidence 
upon  the  subject;  these  commissioners  have 
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been  for  five  or  six  years,  drawing  immense 
Boms  of  money  oat  of  the  Treasury,  and  a 
great  part  of  tibe  time  about  their  own  busi- 
ness; dome  excuse  or  other  is  offered  for  not 
completing  the  business,  but  the  money  goe& 
if  the  business  stands ;  and  they  are  retiunea 
on  wages.  Captain  Cook  or  Sir  W.  Raleigh,  he 
said,  would  have  sailed  round  the  world  two  or 
three  times  while  tiiese  commissioners  have 
been  engaged  in  running  a  line  upon  a  very 
small  part  of  its  surface.  He  had  taken  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  these  subjects,  as  most  likely 
not  to  have  esGiq>ed  the  eye,  yet  nothing  is 
said;  and  he  would  suggest,  tibese  items  were 
in  his  opinion  neither  the  most  flagrant  nor 
most  numerous.  Look  at  various  reports  and 
Judge  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  BnoHAKAK  observed,  that,  although  the 
bOl  before  the  House,  even  as  it  had  been 
amended,  did  not  please  him  in  all  its  details, 
yet,  imperlect  as  it  was  in  his  estimation,  he 
deemed  it  in  principle  to  be  a  measure  so  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country  that  it  should  recieve 
his  decided  support.  The  gentleman  fh>m  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Johnson)  has  complained  that  the 
friends  of  retrenchment,  of  whom  he  professed 
to  be  one  of  the  most  zc^ous,  were  denounced 
as  radicals  and  enemies  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. Mr.  B.'  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  application  such  remarks  had  to  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration.  If  they  had  any,  for 
one  he  could  observe,  that  denunciations  of  this 
kind  would  have  no  terrors  for  him.  He  neither 
desired  nor  expected  any  favor  from  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  and  he  trusted  that  whilst  he  held 
the  high  and  honorable  station  of  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people,  he  should  neither  wish  nor 
ask  for  any  other  distinction.  He  was,  therefore, 
alike  indifferent  whether  he  was  called  a  radical 
or  an  ultra. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  present  amount  of  the 
national  debt  might  be  stated,  for  the  sake  of 
even  numbers,  at  $08,000,000.  $68,000,000  of 
this  sum  is  the  balance  of  the  war  loans  yet 
remaining  unpaid,  and  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  and  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum.  This 
balance  will  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Government,  in  the  years  1826,  1826,  1827, 
and  1828.  The  measure  proposed  by  the  pres- 
ent bill  is  an  exchange  of  $26,000,000  of  this 
stock,  upon  which  the  Government  now  pav 
an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  for  stock 
to  that  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent  and  not  redeemable  until  1880, 1881, 1882, 
and  1888.  This  exchange,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, can  now  be  effected.  The  only  question, 
therefore,  to  be  decided,  is  the  policy  of  tiie 
measure. 

It  is  said  by  its  enemies  that  this  bill  should 
not  pass,  because  it  will  deprive  the  Government 
of  the  power  of  redeeming  $26,000,000  of  the 
public  debt,  during  the  years  in  which  it  will 
become  due.  If  the  slightest  prospect  existed 
that  we  should  be  able  to  pay  the  $63,000,000 
during  those  years,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  admit 
this  would  be  a  conclusive  objection  to  the  bill. 


Unquestionably  we  should  not  deprive  ourselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  dischargmg  our  debts, 
whenever  we  shall  have  the  ability.  But  does 
any  gentleman,  however  sanguine  he  may  be  in 
his  <^culations,  really  believe  that  our  revenue, 
during  the  years  1825,  1826,  1827,  and  1828, 
will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Gk>vemment,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
whole  of  the  national  debt,  and  dnk  $68,000,000 
of  the  principal?  During  each  of  the  two  last 
years  our  debt  has  been  increased  upwards  of 
$2,000,000;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, . 
in  his  annual  report,  has  informed  us  that  until 

1825,  the  year  when  the  first  of  the  war  loans 
may  be  redeemed,  he  does  not  calculate  that 
our  ordinary  receipts  will  enable  him  to  do 
more  than  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, the  interest  of  t^e  national  debt,  and 
the  payment  to  the  public  creditors  of  the  small 
balance  yet  unpaid  of  the  deferred  rax  per  cent, 
stock.  That  officer,  we  are  informed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Gonunittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
now  believes,  from  the  late  improvement  in 
the  revenue,  that  the  $2,000,000  of  six  per  cent 
stock  owned  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
may  also  be  discharged  during  the  intermediate 
years.  This,  however,  is  the  utmost  extent, 
beyond  which  our  most  sanguine  expectations 
have  not  carried  us. 

If  you  should  delay  making  such  a  provision 
as  that  contemplated  by  this  bUl  until  1826,  what* 
will  then  be  your  situation?  During  that  and 
the  three  subsequent  years,  you  will  either  have 
a  debt  of  $65,000,000  to  discharge,  or  you  will 
be  compelled  to  pay  for  it  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent  If  you  pay  the  amount,  you  must  provide 
the  means,  by  resorting  to  loans ;  and  your  ne- 
cessities will  then  compel  you  to  borrow  so  much 
at  once,  that  the  value  of  money  will  be  raised 
in  the  market,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain 
it  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  it  can  now  be  procured. 
Is  it  not,  therefore,  infinitely  more  politic  to 
make  the  contemplated  exchange  of  $26,000,000 
at  the  present  time,  when  it  can  be  done  upon 
advantageous  terms,  than,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  trust  to  the  future? 

Should  this  exchange  be  effected  to  its  full 
extent,  there  will  remain  still  $87,000,000,  whidi 
we  may  p^  in  1825,  1826,  1827,  and  1828 ;  up- 
wards of  $9,000,000  each  year.  This  sum  so 
greatly  exceeds  that  portion  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of 
the  debt  during  those  years,  even  should  it  be 
in  operation  to  the  full  extent  at  present  con- 
templated by  law,  that  we  shall  then  be  obliged 
to  borrow  large  sums  of  money.  This  bill  is 
calculated  to  £vide  the  pressure.  Let  us  now 
make  an  exchange  of  a  part  upon  good  terms; 
and  by  doing  so,  we  shall  secure  to  ourselves 
infinitely  better  terms  for  the  balance  in  1825, 

1826,  1827,  and  1828,  than  we  could  otherwise 


T,  B.  said  he  believed  this  to  be  the  auspi- 
cious moment  for  making  the  exchange.  Trade 
is  reviving,  and  the  demand  for  money  becoming 
consequently  greater.     Should  we  realize  the 
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oommmercial  advantages  whieb  we  expect  from 
our  declaration,  that  die  South  American  prov- 
inces are  free  and  independent,  new  avennes 
wUl  be  opened  for  mercantile  enterprise,  and  for 
the  employment  of  that  capital  which  now  re- 
mains idle.  The  interest  of  money  mnst  rise  as 
the  demand  for  it  increases.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  Spain  should,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of 
justice  and  of  the  laws  of  nations,  declare  war 
against  us  for  recognizing  the  independence  of 
her  colonies,  or  even  threaten  it,  the  necessary 
result  must  be  a  depression  in  the  price  of  your 
stocks.  The  experience  of  every  country  in  a 
state  of  actual  or  probable  war,  proves  the  truth 
of  this  position.  This,  then,  appears  to  be  the 
£iivorabIe  time  which,  if  we  suffer  to  pass  away, 
may  never  again  return. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  exchange  will 
be  an  annual  saving  of  $260,000.  My  friend 
from  Kentucky,  said  Mr  B.,  who  is  so  laudably 
desirous  of  introducing  economy  in  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money,  should  have  included 
this  item  in  his  calculations. 

The  present  biU,  we  have  been  informed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  is  a  financial  measure  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Now,  although  the  opinion  of 
that  officer,  even  in  matters  of  finance,  should 
not  be  authority ;  yet,  from  his  character  and 
official  station,  it  is  entitled  to  much  weight. 
'When  there  is  doubt — ^when  the  judgment  is 
nearly  balanced,  it  should  at  least  turn  the  scale. 
If  Congress  reject  this  measure,  thus  recom- 
mended, and  if  we  shall  be  compelled  to  accept 
much  worse  terms  in  1826  than  the  bill  pro- 
poses, our  constituents  would  have  a  just  right 
to  complain  of  our  conduct. 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  expressing  his  decided 
opinion  that,  in  whatever  view  this  bill  could 
be  presented,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  he  hoped  it  might  pass. 

Mr.  FuLLBB  expressed  his  sentiments  against 
the  bill,  and,  among  other  objections,  he  urged 
that  it  provided  for  giving  to  one  class  of  the 
public  creditors  an  advantage  over  another,  by 
permitting  the  holders  of  stocks  of  different 
loans  and  value  to  come  in  and  avail  themselves 
of  a  common  privilege.  He  remarked,  that  if 
the  state  of  tlie  stock  market  should  bb  the  same 
two  years  hence  as  at  present,  this  would  be  a 
losing  bargain,  and  he  thought  the  chances  of  its 
favorable  fiuctuation  was  not  such  as  to  authorize 
the  calculations  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  he 
rose  to  address  the  House  at  this  stage  of  the 
biU,  not  with  a  view  of  trespassing  long  on  its 
patience  in  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  he 
had  hoped  a  few  days  since  was  finally  disposed 
of^  and  the  reconsideration  of  which  was  not  to 
be  anticipated.  However,  in  the  vicissitude  of 
events,  it  has  bo  happened  that  it  is  again  pre- 
sented ;  and  a  sense  of  imperious  duty  compel- 
led him  to  solicit  their  indulgence,  whilst  be 
briefly  expressed  his  own,  and,  he  believed,  the 
sentiments  of  those  by  whose  confidence  he  was 
honored  with  a  seat  in  this  House. 


This  bill  authorise  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  propose 
to  a  specific  class  of  its  creditors  an  exchange  of 
$26,000,000  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  ft 
per  cent  for  a  like  amount  of  6  and  7  per  cent, 
stock ;  and  the  only  inducement  held  out  to 
present  selected  stockholders,  is  the  extension 
of  the  term  of  redemption  some  four  or  five 
years. 

A  single  moment's  reflection  on  the  obaraoter 
of  the  measure,  produces  the  conviction  that  it  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  loan  in  disguise, 
and  that,  too,  by  anticipation. 

The  people,  whose  will  he  is  bound  to  obey, 
judging  from  lessons  of  experience,  condemn  lite 
nabit  of  resorting  to  loans  in  times  of  profound 
peace  to  sustain  the  operations  of  Government, 
or  any  measure  calculated  to  rivet  upoQ  them  or 
their  posterity  an  immense  debt,  which  they 
are  not  as  yet  prepared  to  admit  is  a  national 
blessing.  In  Uie  hour  of  war  and  difficulty,  it 
is  true,  their  patriotism  and  devotion  create  an 
inexhaustible  fund,  upon  which  th^  represent- 
atives may  draw,  with  oonfidenoe,  unlimited 
bills  of  credit.  But,  when  the  tempest  has  sab- 
sided,  and  serenity  succeeds,  they  in  return  re- 
quire that  prudence  and  economy  should  be 
observed,  and  aid  in  relieving  them  from  ocoa- 
mulated  pressure.  They  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  empty  professions ;  they  act  when  neces- 
sary, and  we,  as  their  faith&l  representatives, 
ought  to  fbllow  their  example. 

A  Government  is  justly  assimilated  bv  them 
to  an  individual,  and  the  same  results  relied  on 
from  the  same  causes.  What  would  public  sen- 
timent pronounce,  then,  of  an  individual  who 
managed  his  private  concerns  in  a  manner  re- 
quiring a  habitual  resort  to. bank  accommoda- 
tions or  loans  to  defray  bis  ordinary  expenses, 
or  discharge  his  debts?  To  say  the  least,  it 
would  negative  the  idea  of  his  prudence,  and 
calculate  with  certainty  on  his  ultimate  embar- 
rassment and  humiliation. 

This  system  of  measures,  he  contended,  creat- 
ed and  confirmed  a  moneyed  aristocracy  in  the 
country,  distinct  and  separate  in  their  feelings 
and  interest  from  the  great  mass  of  the  ooDunn- 
nity  -influencing,  as  he  feared,  at  this  moment, 
and  hereafter  destined  to  give  tone  and  diiarao- 
ter  to  all  our  national  measures ;  to  cause  lux- 
ury, extravagance,  and  idleness,  to  supplant  the 
virtuous  republican  manners,  the  economy,  the 
active  enterprise,  and  hardy  labor  of  our  ancea- 
tors — sap  the  public  virtue,  and  ultimately  de- 
molish the  Government  of  the  people.  Should 
they  stop  short  of  those  dreadfcd  results,  they 
will  at  least  paralyze  the  public  enterprise 
and  retard  its  prosperity,  by  diverting  the 
capital  of  the  country  from  permanent  estab- 
lishments, requiring  labor,  care,  and  ingenuity, 
and  yielding  but  a  moderate  though  sure  profit, 
into  funded  debt.  Wealth  is  power — ^money  is 
said  to  be  the  sinew  of  war.  Place  the  purse  or 
the  credit  of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of  a  privi- 
leged few,  or  of  foreigners,  and  sooner  or  later 
the  swora  will  accompany  it    These  may  be 
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considered  by  some  as  groundless  speonlatio] 
idle  fears.  They  are  such  as  were  entertained 
bj  the  founders  of  oor  Bepnblio,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  other  oonntries  has  too  frequently  wit- 
nessed their  sad  reality.  Oan  the  nation  toler- 
ate the  humiliating  idea  of  being  the  debtors,  and 
consequently  sobject  to  the  superoilions  interfer- 
ence and  control  of  a  foreign  nation  jealous  of 
our  rising  greatness  ?  If  not,  let  me  entreat  this 
Honse  to  paose  before  they  adopt  this  measure ; 
for  I  Tentnre  to  predict,  if  the  exchange  is  ef- 
fected, by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  stock 
will  be  exported  to,  and  di^>06ed  oi^  in  a  foreign 
country — ^remitted,  in  other  and  more  specific 
langna^  to  England. 

K  this  event  be  not  only  possible,  but  highly 
probable,  from  the  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange 
against  us,  and  we  should  hereafter  come  in 
oollisLon  with  that  power,  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  vindicate  our  insulted  honor,  or  maintain 
our  rights,  can  we  resort  to  war  ?  Indeed,  can 
we  assame,  in  any  respect,  the  proud  and  ele- 
vated attitude  of  an  independent,  high-'hiinded 
nation  ?  No.  That  same  honor  would  suspend 
the-  arm  of  vengeance  until  the  debt  was  paid. 

But,  some  gentlemen  have  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment wonld  acquire  additional  strength  and 
security;  that  your  enemy  would  be  interested 
in  preserving  peace,  to  prevent  a  confiscation  of 
their  debts.  This  is  by  no  means  a  novel  idea ; 
experience  has  long  since  proved  its  fallacy. 

Their  infiuence  will  be  exerted  to  depress  the 
public  spirit,  and  obtain  from  us  dishonorable 
concessions.  They  know  fuU  well  that  thp 
sacrednees  of  public  debt  has  been  settled  by 
universal  consent,  and  that  no  nation  dare  to 
violate  it. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  consequences  so 
obvious  and  awful. 

What  is  the  pressing  emergency,  the  dire 
necessity,  requiring  such  despatch — ^this  sudden 
risk  of  public  credit  ? 

Why  this  reversal  of  the  pleasing  prospects  of 
our  increasing  commerce  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  our  revenue — ^the  fond  hope  of  the  speedy 
and  actual  payment  of  our  national  debt,  pre- 
sented and  received  with  so  much  eclat  at  the 
commencement  of  our  sesdon  ?  Were  they  de- 
Bigned  to  be  delusive  ?  It  would  be  uncharitable 
to  believe  so.  If  not,  why  is  it  that  our  Gov- 
ernment is  now  represented  as  a  vessel  in  a  dead 
calm,  and  an  experienced  helmsman  warning 
the  crew  of  a  distant  speck  in  the  horizon,  the 
harbinger  of  an  approaching  storm  ?  I  cannot 
perceive.  But,  if  the  present  side  of  the  picture 
be  the  real  one,  let  us  profit  by  experience; 
haul  in  our  sails;  make  the  vessel  tight  and 
snug,  and  she  will  still  ride  the  waves  in  safety. 
Do  not  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  Government 
revolt  at  the  idea  of  being  placed  at  the  mercy 
of  brokers,  bankmen,  usurers,  stockjobbers,  and 
money  dealers  of  every  character,  some  of 
whom,  I  suppose  it  would  be  admitted,  were 
governed  exclusively  by  their  views  of  profit 
and  loss,  or  ambition,  and  with  whom  patriotism 
will  be  but  as  a  feather  in  the  balance  ? 


When  was  the  real  money-lender^s  heart 
known  to  soften  at  distress,  or  his  demands 
lowered  by  the  extent  of  your  necessities?  How 
often  does  a  candid  acknowledgment  of  your 
inability  to  pay  enable  you  to  obtain  more 
favorable  terms  on  the  solicited  renewal  of  your 
bond?  Let  those  who  have  experienced  the 
bles^gs  of  bank  accommodations,  or  tiie  in- 
dulgences of  the  most  polite  creditors,  respond. 

Mr.  MoDuTFis  said,  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  a  very  great  diversity  of  opinion 
should  prevail  in  relation  to  the  proposition 
before  the  House  ;  nor,  was  it  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that,  on  a  financial  question  of  some 
novelty,  involving  the  consideration  of  millions 
of  the  public  debt,  the  House  should  not  only 
feel  a  deep  interest,  but  considerable  doubts  and 
difiSculties.  But,  he  said,  he  was  much  surprised 
when  he  saw  the  two  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  F.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Woodson)  adding  to 
the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  the  question  by  the 
introduction  of  topics  foreign  to  its  merits. 
One  of  those  gentlemen  (Mr.  Woodson)  had 
boldly  disclaimed  all  regard  to  financial  calcula^ 
tions,  and  in  doing  so,  had  distinctiy  disclaimed 
all  regard  to  the  only  considerations  that  ought 
to  have  any  weight  with  the  House.  And  he 
confessed  that,  afber  this  broad  disclaimer  on  the 
part  of  that  gentleman,  he  was  not  surprised  at 
the  wide  and  excursive  range  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  debate.  But,  sir,  said  he,  this  is 
essentially  a  financial  question,  and  I  cannot 
conceive  how  we  can  determine  whether  or  not 
it  is  expedient  to  adopt  it,  if  we  do  not  descend 
to  the  business  of  calculation.  We  must  inquire, 
What  is  the  amount  of  the  public  debt?  When 
will  it  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Government?  And  what  then  will  be  the  prob- 
able capacity  of  the  Government  to  effect  the 
redemption  ?  Now  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands, 
and,  if  it  were  not  admitted,  it  is  apparent  from 
the  official  documents  before  us,  that  during  the 
years  1826,  '6,  *7,  and  '8,  sixty-three  millions  of 
the  public  debt,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and 
seven  per  cent.,  will  become  redeemable.  It  is 
equally  apparent,  that  the  surplus  which  shall 
remain  of  the  ordinary  revenue,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
discharging  the  interest  of  the  national  debt, 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  redeem  within  fifty  mil- 
lions of  the  sum  that  will  be  thus  redeemftble.  Sir, 
when  these  two  propositions  are  granted,  which 
no  gentleman  has  denied  or  can  deny,  it  requires 
no  great  powers  of  logic  to  deduce  the  conse- 
quences. They  are  clear  and  inevitable.  We 
must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  by  direct  taxation,  between  this  time 
and  the  year  1828,  or  we  must  procrastinate 
the  period  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt. 

The  former  alternative  is  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. No  gentleman  would  seriously  recom- 
mend so  enormous  a  tax  for  such  an  object,  at 
a  time  when  we  are  but  just  recovering  from 
the  most  overwhelming  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment that  ever  befell  a  prosperous  nation — an 
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embarrassment,  too,  wbioh  we  mast  trace  to 
that  very  war  in  which  this  debt  was  contracted. 
In^teed  one,  or  perhaps  both  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  took  occasion  to  deprecate  a 
resort  to  direct  taxes,  in  the  very  act  of  oppos- 
ing, upon  the  broadest  principles,  the  only 
measore  by  which  such  taxes  can  be  avoided. 
This  seemed  to  involve  an  inconsistency  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain. 
Bat,  sdd  he,  as  it  is  granted  that  a  direct  tax  is 
not  contemplated,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  we  must  procrastinate  the  period 
at  which  the  public  debt  shall  be  redeemable ; 
and  it  only  remains  to  be  determined  how  this 
can  be  effected  on  terms  most  advantageous  to 
the  (Government.  It  may  be  reasonably  esti- 
mated, as  already  intimated,  that  there  will  be 
fifty  millions  of  the  public  debt,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  and  seven  per  cent.,  which  will  be 
redeemable  at  or  before  the  year  1828,  and 
which  the  Government  cannot  then  redeem. 
In  this  state  of  things  the  public  creditors  ask 
it  as  a  favor  that  we  should  not  pay  them  the 
principal  of  their  debt,  and  tell  us  that,  if  we 
will  throw  forward  the  period  of  redemption, 
they  will  take  five  per  cent,  instead  of  six  and 
seven.  In  other  words,  tiiey  will  exchange 
their  six  and  seven  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable 
four  or  five  years  hence,  fi)r  five  per  cent,  stock, 
redeemable  ten  or  twelve  years  hence.  And 
shall  we  not  accede  to  this  proposition  ?  Is  it 
not  better  that  we  should  pay  five  per  cent  than 
nx  and  seven  per  cent.  ? 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut, (Mr  ToMLnrsoN,)  had  on  a  former  day, 
used  a  very  plausible  and  imposing  argument  on 
this  point--an  argument  which  had  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  the  House,  and  which, 
for  the  moment,  Mr.McD.  said,  made  a  similar 
impression  upon  him.  But  he  was  prepared  to 
show  that  uie  gentleman's  argument,  when 
pushed  to  its  full  extent,  would  lead  to  a  result 
difierent  from  that  which  he  had  supposed. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  to  contend  that 
we  ought  to  wait  until  the  six  and  seven  per  cent, 
stocks  become  redeemable,  and  then  open  a  new 
loan  to  raise  the  money  to  redeem  them.  And, 
said  the  gentleman,  as  the  six  and  seven  per 
cents,  wil^  of  course,  be  at  par,  it  will  follow 
that,  if  the  five  per  cents,  remain  as  at  present, 
nine  or  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  we  shall  gain, 
by  postponing  the  operation,  a  sum  equal  to  the 
aggregate  amount  that  the  five  per  cents,  will 
produce  above  their  par  value.  But,  he  said, 
the  fallacy  of  this  argument  consisted  in  the 
supposition  that  the  value  of  the  ^ve  per  cent, 
stock  will  not  be  diminished  by  increasing  the 
quantity  in  market.  The  price  of  stocks,  like 
tnat  of  every  other  article,  depends  upon  the 
relation  subsisting  between  the  supply  and  de- 
mand. Indeed,  the  gentleman  himself  very  j  ustly 
ascribed  the  present  high  price  of  the  five  per 
cents,  to  the  smaUness  of  the  amount  in  market. 
And  when  he  told  us  we  should  depress  their 
price  by  the  proposed  exchange,  which  will  sub- 
BtantiaUy  throw  twenty-six  millions  into  the 


market,  it  is  strange  that  be  did  not  extend  hia 
view  a  little  farther.  If  he  had  done  so,  he 
would,  doubtless,  have  seen  that  a  much  greater 
depression  would  be  produced  by  suddenly 
throwing  into  the  market  fifty  millions  ^ve  or 
six  years  hence.  What,  said  Mr.  McD.,  would 
be  the  situation  of  the  Government,  and  what 
the  interest  of  the  public  creditors?  The  Grov- 
emment  would  come  into  the  market  to  obtain 
a  loan  for  so  large  an  amount,  with  a  declaration 
of  insolvency,  as  the  only  inducement  it  could 
ofier  the  public  creditors  to  subscribe  to  the  new 
loan.  What  would  be  the  conduct  of  the  cred- 
itors? They  would  use  every  effort  and  resort 
to  every  combination  to  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment firom  obtaining  favorable  loans.  For,  as 
they  would  be  the  holders  of  six  and  seven  per 
cent,  stock,  which  the  Government  could  redeem 
only  by  loans,  they  would  have  a  deep  interest 
in  preventing  a  loan  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest^ 
whereby  they  would,  in  effect,  lose  their  stock, 
or  have  the  interest  proportionably  reduced. 
Mr.  McD.  appealed  to  those  who  were  familiar 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  operations  of  borrowing  and  lending,  to  say 
how  great  would  be  the  effect  which  the  hold- 
ers of  fifty  millions  of  stock  might  produce  on 
the  price  of  stock.  Suppose,  said  he,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  propose  to  effect  a  loan  to  that 
amount  by  the  issue  of  five  per  cent,  stock. 
The  very  fact  that  the  holders  of  the  six  and 
seven  per  cents,  should  refuse  to  subscribe  to  the 
new  stock,  would  so  far  diminish  the  demand 
and  the  competition,  that  its  price  would  be 
greatly  depressed.  And  he  would  venture  to 
predict  that,  if  this  bill  should  not  pass,  the  five. 
»per  cent,  stocks,  for  which  we  can  now  obtain 
the  six  and  seven  per  cents.,  (thereby  saving  in 
interest  between  one  and  two  millions  of  dollars,) 
will,  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  years,  be  at  par, 
if  not  lower. 

Mr.  TuoKBB,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  he 
had  no  feeling  on  this  subject ;  he  viewed  the 
proposed  exchange  of  stocks  merely  as  a  pru- 
dent financial  measure,  and  had  therefore  always 
been  in  favor  of  the  bill.  And  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  spoke  first,  (Mr.  Johhsok,) 
had,  by  a  sort  of  general  challenge,  called  upon 
its  friends  to  point  out  those  future  changes  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  on  which  they 
justified  the  measure,  he  would  briefly  state  the 
considerations  which  influenced  him.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  was  friendly  to  the  bill,  under  the  persuasion 
that  the  interest  of  money  would  rise  in  this 
country ;  consequently,  that  stocks  would  fall ; 
for  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  FvLLEB,)  that  we  should  gain  or 
lose  by  the  exchange,  according  to  the  price 
which  our  flve  per  cent,  stock  may  bear  in  the 
market,  when  the  six  and  seven  per  cents,  became 
redeemable.  Thus,  if;  in  1826,  our  five  per  cent 
stock  should  bring  six  per  cent  above  par,  then, 
as  we  save  bv  the  exchange  two  per  cent  per 
annum,  for  three  years,  in  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, it  comes  to  nearly  the  same  thing ;  and  if 
our  five  per  cents,  should  be  higher,  then  we 
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ghoold  lose.    But  he  thought  there  was  much 
greater  probability  of  their  falling. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  there  were  two  very  different 
causes  for  the  fall  in  the  interest  of  money-H)ne 
was  the  gradual  aocnmnlation  of  large  capitals 
in  Ihe  hands  of  individuals,  during  a  long  course 
of  prosperity,  such  as  existed  in  England  and 
Holland,  when  interest  had  gradually  declined 
from  ten  per  cent,  to  eight,  to  six,  to  four,  and, 
he  belieyed  that,  in  Amsterdam,  large  sums  may 
be  now  borrowed  as  low  as  three  per  cent. 
He  said,  the  same  cause  operated  in  this  country, 
and  in  every  period  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  by 
the  acomnnlation  of  private  wealth,  interest  may 
be  expected  to  falL  But,  he  said,  there  was 
another  cause,  which  was  the  sudden  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  a  country,  by  which  that 
capital  which  had  been  actively  employed,  had 
beoome  idle  and  redundant ;  and  he  contended 
that  the  last  was  the  cause  of  the  low  rate 
of  interest  in  this  country ;  that  it  was  the  effect 
of  comparative  adversity,  rather  than  prosperity ; 
^  that  we  had  now  lost  much  of  that  extensive 
'  and  gainful  commerce  we  had  lately  ei^oyed, 
-which  had  made  more  capital  in  the  country 
than  could  immediately  find  profitable  invest- 
ment But,  whenever  interest  is  low  fh)m  this 
cause,  it  cannot  be  permanent.  If  our  commerce 
should  revive,  of  which  there  were  some  present 
symptoms  and  encouraging  prospects,  then  much 
of  the  money,  now  vested  in  the  funds,  will  be 
demanded  for  mercantile  pursuits,  by  which,  of 
course,  the  natural  interest  of  money  will  rise, 
and  stock  will  fall.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  present  stagnation  of  commerce  should  con- 
tinue, then  the  present  redundancy  of  capital  is 
'constantly  diminishing.  In  the  natural  course 
of  things,  it  wiU  seek  other  investments ;  it  will 
find  employment  in  manufactures,  or  in  the 
purchase  of  Western  lands.  It  will  be  subdi- 
vided among  children,  or  will  melt  away  and  be 
consumed.  The  present  low  rate  of  interest, 
less  than  five  per  cent,  is  not  its  natural  state  in 
this  country,  which  has  so  many  m*odes  of  ab- 
sorbing capital,  as  fast  as  it  can  be  created,  it  can- 
not last;  and  whether  our  commerce  improves 
or  falls  off,  or  continues  as  it  is,  the  natural  in- 
terest of  money  must  shortly  rise  from  what  it 
now  is. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  commented  at  length, 
in  an  able  and  lucid  manner,  upon  the  observa- 
tions that  had  been  made  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  severally  expressed  their  sentiments 
against  the  bill.  Finally  the  question  was  taken 
on  its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  99,  nays  55,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bald- 
win, Barber  of  Conneoticat,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Baylies, 
Bayly,  Bladdedge,  Borland,  Breekenridge,  Bnchan- 
sm,  Bmrows,  Bnrton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
Tork>  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Conkling,  Cush- 
man,  Cnthbert,  Dane,  Doifee,  Dwight,  Ed<fy,  Fmd- 
lay,  Gebhard,  Gilmer,  Gross,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hen- 
dricks, Herriok,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent» 
Kixkland,  Litchfield,  Lowndes,   MbCarty,    McCoy, 


Mc]>nffee,  McSheny,  Mallary,  Matson,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Montgomery,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachosetts,  Nelson  of  '^iginia,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plnmer 
of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Reed  of  Massachusetts, 
Reid  of  Geoigia,  Rhea,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Rnss,  Rus- 
sell, Sanders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling  of 
Connecticdt,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stevenson,  Swan, 
Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth, 
Whipple,  Williamson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Wright. 
NATS.-^Messr8L  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ball,  Bigelow,  Blair,  Brown,  Cannon,  Cham- 
bers, Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Darlington,  Den- 
ison,  Edwaids  of  Connecticut,  Edvrards  of  North 
Carolina,  Farrelly,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gist,  Gorham, 
Hall,  Hemphill,  Holcombe,  F.  Johnson,  Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Long,  McNeil,  Mattocks.  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Murray,  Overstreet,  Phillips,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Ross,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  Stoddard, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Up- 
ham,  Warfield,  White,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williams  of  '^xginia,  Wilson,  Woodson, 
and  Worman. 


Monday,  April  1. 
FugiHvet  from  Service, 
Mr.  F.  Johnson,  firom  the  Select  Committee 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  to  provide  for 
delivering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 
in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall 
escape  into  any  other  State  or  Territory,  re- 
ported Ihe  same  with  amendments,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Col&nel  7}nmbuW»  Paintings, 
The  engrossed  Joint  resolution,  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  national  paintings,  ex- 
ecuted by  Colonel  l^umbuU,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Claim  of  Bea/uma/rchais, 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsidsnt 
or  THB  United  States,  as  follows : 
To  Ike  HouM  <^  Btpmentatives  of  the  United  Btatet: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  the  translation  of  two  let- 
ters from  the  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais  upon  this  Government,  with  the  docu- 
ments therewith  enclosed,  recommending  them  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WiSHSfOTOir,  March  29,  1822. 

7%e  Baron  de  NetmOe  to  (he  Secrtiary  of  State. 
WASBnroroir,  February  26,  1822. 
Snt :  I  have  been  instructed  by  mj  Court  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais.  His  Majesty's 
Government  indulges  a  hope  that  their  legitimate 
and  w^ll-founded  rights  wiU  cease  at  least  to  be  dis- 
puted, and  that  prejudices  will  yield  at  length  to  the 
influence  of  indisputable  facts,  especially  when  those 
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prejudices  are  totally  trngronsded,  and  have  been 
abandoned  hj  all  those  who  have  maturely  examined 
the  case. 

The  Beaomarchais  claim  was  first  produced  in 
1778. 

The  French  Government  has  never  ceased  to  sap- 
port  it  with  that  interest  which  evexy  Government 
owes  to  the  jnst  claims  of  its  citizens.  It  has  been 
earnestly  recommended  to  Congress  by  Presidents 
Madison  and  Monroe. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  Message  of  the  Slst  of  Jann- 
ary,  1817,  expresses  himself  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  Considering  that  the  sum  of  which  thQ  million 
ci  livres  in  qnestion  made  a  part,  was  a  gratuitous 
grant  from  the  French  Government  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  declaration  of  that  Government  that 
that  part  of  the  grant  was  put  in  the  hands  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais  as  its  agent,  not  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  dtily  accounted  for  by  him 
to  the  French  Government ;  considering  also  the 
concurring  opinions  of  two  Attorney-Generals  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  said  debt  was  not  legally 
sustainable  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  I  recom- 
mend the  case  to  the  favorable  attention  of  the 
Legislature,  whose  authority  alone  can  finally  decide 
on  it" 

Mr.  Monroe  says,  in  his  Message  of  January, 
1818,  **  The  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  late 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais  having  been  recommended 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislature  by 
my  predecessor  in  his  Message  to  Congress  of  the 
Slst  of  Januaiy  last,  and  concurring  in  the  senti- 
ments therein  expressed,  I  now  transmit  copies  of  a 
new  representation  relative  to  it." 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  December, 
1816,  to  the  Due  de  Richelieu,  owns  that  a  simple 
but  explicit  negative  declaration  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  that  the  said  million  was  not 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  supplies  furnished  by  M. 
de  Beaumarehais  to  the  United  States,  would  have  re- 
moved the  doubts  entertained  by  the  officers  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department  when  the  account 
was  settled  there. 

The  Due  de  Richelieu,  whose  veracity  and  loyalty 
are  so  well  known,  made  the  following  answer  to  Mr. 
Gallatin  on  the  20th  of  December : 

*'  I  am  therefore  warranted,  sir,  after  a  finssh  ex- 
amination of  the  facts,  in  persisting  in  the  declaration 
above  stated,  and  in  considering  as  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty, that  the  million  paid  on  the  10th  of  June  was 
not  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  shipments  made  to 
the  United  States  at  that  period  by  M.  de  Beaumar- 
chais.**  And,  finally,  the  select  committee  charged 
with  the  examination  of  the  business,  and  with  re- 
porting to  Conp'ess  on  the  subject  acknowledge  the 
rights  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  in  the  most 
solemn  manner.  **The  committee"  (says  the  re- 
porter) "  have  devoted  much  time,  and  made  a  la- 
borious examination  of  the  merits  of  this  case ;  they 
have  been  able  to  discover  no  reason  why  the  imi- 
form  declarations  of  thb  French  Government  should 
not  be  credited.  There  is  no  fact  to  contradict 
them." 

"  They  fully  agree  with  our  great  Revolutionary 
financier,  Robert  Morris,  *  that,  if  any  thing  is  due 
M.  de  Beaumarchais,  the  reputation  of  the  country 
will  be  compromised  until  it  is  paid ;  that  the  pay- 
ments of  debts  may  be  expensive,  but  that  it  is  in- 
finitely more  expensive  to  withhold  the  payment 


The  former  is  an  expense  of  money,  when  money 
may  be  commanded  to  defray  it ;  but  the  latter  in- 
volves the  destruction  of  that  source  from  which 
money  can  Be  derived  when  aU  other  sources  fail. 
That  source,  abundant,  nay,  almost  inexhaustible,  is 
public  credit  The  country  in  which  it  may  with 
greatest  ease  be  established  and  preserved,  is  Amer- 
ica ;  and  America  is  the  country  which  most  stands 
in  need  of  if  In  conclusion,  the  committee  will 
remark  that,  in  every  point  in  which  the  case  can  be 
viewed  by  them,  they  are  fully  of  opinion  that  the 
heirs  of  Beaumarchais  are  creditors  of  the  United 
States." 

To  such  an  expose  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
nothing  to  add  when  they  appeal  to  the  equity  of  this 
Republia 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

G.  H.  DE  NEUVnXE. 

The  Baron  de  Neuoille  to  Iht  Secretaiy  of  State, 
Washinoton,  Febrttary  27,  1822, 
Sm  I  I  forgot  to  add  to  my  letter  of  yesterday  re- 
lative to  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais — 

1.  The  memoir  or  recital  of  the  aflTair  to  1817. 

2.  The  President's  Message  of  the  16th  of  January, 
1818. 

These  pieces,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  form,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  of  February, 
1818,  the  whole  of  the  necessary  documents.  If 
they  be  not  judged  sufficient,  if  a  careful  examination 
of  them  do  not  produce  deep  conviction,  it  must  be 
admitted,  sir,  that  there  are  some  prejudices  which 
can  never  be  overcome. 

I  dare  say  that  truth  never  appeared  more  evident 
than  in  this  unfortunate  and  interminable  affinir; 
why  then  does  it  meet  with  so  much  opposition  ? 

Moreover,  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  know  that 
they  will  not  in  vain  appeal  to  the  justice  of  their 
judges:  prejudice  will  never  be  able  to  overcome 
justice  in  their  hearts ;  they,  therefore,  confine  them- 
selves to  request  of  them  a  strict,  a  very  strict  ex- 
amination of  theur  claim :  they  only  aay  to  them, 
<*  We  are  ruined,  because  our  father  rendered  services 
to  the  Republic,  and  our  right  is  forgotten.  Be 
pleased  to  read  very  attentively,  and  your  justice 
will  proclaim  our  right*' 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high 
conffideratioiL 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE, 

Envoy  Extraordinary^  jr. 

The  Baron  Byde  de  Newnlle  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  March  dO,  1822. 

Sm :  A  report  was  put  into  circulation  about  two 
years  since,  that  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  were  no 
longer  proprietors  of  their  claim,  and  that  it  had  been 
sold  to  a  third  party. 

Even  if  this  were  true,  it  would  not  in  any  degree 
invalidate  their  titie ;  but  I  can  attest,  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  the  report  is  perfectly  ridicu- 
lous. The  claim  stDl  remains  tlie  property  of  M. 
de  Beaumarchais's  daughter.  I  will  add,  that  it  is 
the  hope ;  indeed,  the  only  remaining  hope  of  that 
interesting  lady  and  of  her  family.  Why  should  she 
cease  to  rely  upon  a  titie  so  perfoctiy  legitimate  ? 
This  would  argue  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  equity 
of  a  whole  nation. 
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The  dangbt«r  of  M.  de  Bflftomazchtdf  nrast  there- 
fore hope  that  jnstioe  will  at  last  be  done  to  her,  and 
that,  after  sufimng  many  privations,  she  will  at  last 
be  able  to  hand  down  to  her  children  the  inheritance 
of  her  father. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assuianoe  of  my  high  considera- 

tiOD. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE. 

The  Message  and  docoments  were  ordered  to 
He  an  the  table. 

South  Ameriean  Oovemments, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  a  reconsider- 
atiOQ  of  the  vote  taken  on  Saturday,  by  which 
permission  was  refused  to  the  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gabnxtt,)  to  spread  upon  the 
Journals  his  reasons  for  voting  against  the  res- 
olutions of  this  House  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South  American  Gk)vemments. 
After  a  few  explanatory  observations  by  Mr. 
Gabnstt,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Meboeb,  Wbiout,  Moobe,  of 
Alabama,  and  Williams,  of  Korth  Oarolina, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon  and 
carried. 

Mr.  Taylob  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  T.  thought  it  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerous  nature  for  the  House  to  authorize  a 
practice  of  this  kind.  If  a  member  has  a  right 
to  record  his  reasons  for  voting  in  the  negative, 
it  would  be  equally  the  right  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  to  spread  their  reasons 
on  the  record.  The  only  case  to  be  found,  of 
reasons  for  a  vote  being  spread  upon  the  Jour- 
nal, was  that  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  then  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi,  having 
no  right  to  vote,  and  whose  motion  respecting 
his  own  opinions  was  to  be  found  on  recor£ 
But  that  case  was  altogether  different  from  the 
present,  though  the  Delegate  was  not  in  that 
permitted  formally  to  record  his  opinion.  In 
thd  present  case  the  member  has  voted;  yet 
even  that  case  admitted  of  much  controversy 
and  question.  The  vote  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gaehbtt,)  was  doubtless  an  in- 
dependent and  honest  one,  but  he  thought  it 
inexpedient  and  improper  to  encumber  the 
Journals  with  the  speeches  of  members  in  sup- 
port of  their  respective  opinions. 

Mr.  Mbbgeb  thought  the  permission  that  had 
been  granted  to  the  gentleman  to  vote  the  next 
day  a^r  this  question  had  been  decided,  was 
affording  a  worse  precedent  than  that  which 
was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Fuller  remarked  that  this  ought  never 
to  be  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  ehould  be  either 
admitted  or  refused,  as  a  matter  of  right  at  all 
times;  and  believing,  as  he  did,  that  such  a 
practice  would  be  improper  and  inconvenient, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  and  believed  that  no  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  precedent,  for  questions 
of  such  grand  magnitude  very  seldom  occur. 

Mr.  Nbxson,  of  Virginia^  regarded  the  case 


of  Mr.  Poindexter  to  be  a  precedent  of  author- 
ity. So  also  was  that  of  General  Reid,  who, 
on  this  very  question,  had  been  permitted  vir- 
tually to  record  his  vote,  even  when  absent 
from  the  House.  And  should  it  be  said  by  a 
mjgority — if  you  will  go  with  us,  we  will  go  to 
any  length  in  assisting  you  to  accomplish  your 
wishes,  but,  if  you  have  independence  enough 
to  vote  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  and  the  nation,  we  will  withhold  that 
privilege  ?  Such  a  picture,  he  thought,  ought 
not  to  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  Wabfield  thought  there  could  be  no 
danger  of  the  case  being  drawn  into  a  prece* 
den^  for  few  questions  occurred  of  so  great  im- 
portance as  this,  and  it  would  always  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  limit  the  privilege,  if,  in 
its  operation,  it  should  be  found  inconvenient. 
It  was  not  now  claimed  on  the  ground  of  right, 
but  of  courtesy,  and  that  courtesy  had  been  ac- 
corded to  several  members  of  the  House,  in  per- 
mitting them  to  vote  after  the  time  allowed  by 
the  rule. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion,  but  he  would  enter 
his  protest  against  it  as  a  precedent.  He  felt 
himself  pressed  to  vote  for  it,  on  the  ground 
that  similar  indulgences  had  been  granted  to 
others  on  this  Question,  but  he  regarded  it  as  a 
principle,  whion,  if  allowed  to  acquire  the  au- 
thority of  precedent,  wouHS  be  attended  with 
very  inconvenient  consequences. 

Mr.  Tatlob  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Golden  against  the 
motion,  and  by  Mr.  Gilmeb  in  favor  of  it, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— yeas  89,  nays  71,  as 
foUows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bald* 
win,  Ball,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Breckenridge, 
Buchanan,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Conkling,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Farrelly,  Geb- 
hard,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gorham,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Herrick,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Jackson,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Leftwicb,  Litchfield, 
Long,  Lowndes,  McSherry,  Mallaiy,  Mercer,  Met- 
calfe, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  South 
Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Moi^an,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Patterson 
of  New  York,  Poinsett,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Rnggles,  Russell,  Scott,  Sergeant,  S. 
Smith,  W.  Smiu^  Alexander  Smyth,  Stevenson, 
Tatnall,  Thomson,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Nortih 
Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir^a,  Worman,  and 
Wright. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bigelow, 
Blair,  Borland,  Brown,  Burrows,  Butler,  Cassedy, 
Chambers,  Cooke,  Colden,  Condict,  Dane,  Darliug- 
ton,  Deniflon,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Nortii  Carolina,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Harvey,  Hawks, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  F.  Johnson,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  lin- 
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coin,  Little,  McCarty,  McCoy,  McNeill,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Milnor,  Moore  of  Pennaylvania, 
Murray,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pierson, 
Plmner  of  New  Hampshire,  Plmner  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rankin,  Reed  of  Massachnsetts,  Rich,  Rass,  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spenser, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Vance,  Van  Wyck.  Wal- 
worth, White,  Whitman,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woodcock,  «nd  Woodson. 

Mr.  Gabnett  then  submitted  his  declaration, 
which  he  had  reduced  to  an  abbreviated  sub- 
stitute for  tliat  proposed  by  him  on  Saturday, 
to  be  entered  on  the  Journal,  which  was  as 
follows : 

I,  RoBEBT  S.  Garrett,  a  memh  er  from  Virginia, 
make  the  following  declaration:  That  I  voted 
against  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
late  American  provinces  of  Spain,  because,  consider- 
ing it  a  question  of  policy/,  not  of  prineiple^  I  believed 
that  no  immediate  advantage  oox^d  grow  out  of  it  to 
either  country,  whilst  many  considerations,  affecting 
the  interest  of  both,  rendered  it  at  this  time  inex- 
pedient I  am  not  o{^)osed  to  the  independence  of 
the  late  provinces ;  on  the  contrary,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  my  countrymen,  I  heartily  rejoice  in  its 
accomplishment^  and  in  the  prospects  of  freedom  and 
happiness  which  it  opens  to  them. 


WXDNESDAT,  April  8. 

JPublie  D^cntUen, 

Mr.  KiBKLAND  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

RetolvedfThat  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  punishment  of  such  officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  are  intrusted  with  public  moneys  by 
virtue  of  their  office,  who  shall  apply  the  same  to  any 
purpose  or  purposes  incompatible  with  the  duties  of 
their  office,  whereby  the  United  States  shall  sustain 
a  loss. 

In  introducing  the  resolution — 

Mr.  KiRSXAND  observed  that,  as  the  resolu- 
tion contemplated  introducing  a  provision  into 
our  laws  of  an  unusual  character,  it  might  not 
be  deemed  improper  for  him  to  assign,  briefly, 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  him  to 
present  it.  I  find,  said  Mr.  Z.,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  our  statute  book,  that  there  is  no  provi- 
sion for  the  punishment  of  public  defaulters,  and 
that  they  are  not  subject  to  any  penalty  for  the 
misapplication  and  embezzlement  of  the  public 
moneys  intrusted  to  their  care;  and  they  are 
responsible  only  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view ; 
that  there  is  no  remedy  but  a  civil  suit ;  pursued 
in  the  usual  course  between  debtor  and  creditor, 
for  the  recovenr  of  the  money  which  has  been 
misapplied  by  the  officer ;  that  there  is  no  pun- 
ishment, no  penalty,  but  such  as  exists  between 
debtor  and  creditor  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  in  society.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  K,  that 
in  some  cases,  security  is  required  of  the  officer, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  but  in 
most  cases,  perhaps  nine  out  of  ten,  where  the 
principal  is  insolvent,  the  seouritv  will  be  found 
imable  to  respond  to  the  pulmo;  and  if  it 


should  sometimes  fortunately  happen  that  the 
security  is  solvent,  what  follows?  A  petstion 
from  the  bail  and  his  frienda,  setting  forth,  in 
strong  language,  the  utter  ruin  of  himself  and 
family,  if  he  is  compelled  topay  the  money,  and 
making  a  forcible,  and  frequently  a  successful, 
appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  House  for  relief. 
The  consequence  is,  that,  after  great  erpenaea 
incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  both  principal 
and  security,  we  discharge  the  one,  and  cancel 
the  bond  of  the  other.  It  is  not  believed  that 
there  is  enough  collected  from  the  public  de- 
faulters to  pay  the  aggregate  of  the  expense 
incurred  by  the  different  prosecutions  against  the 
officers  who  have  embezzled  the  public  money. 
It  may  be  said,  Mr.  £.  remarked,  that  you 
have  the  integrity  of  the  officer;  but  thia  is 
found,  in  too  many  instances,  a  poor  security 
indeed.  The  documents  upon  your  table  show 
most  abundantly  that  little,  very  little  trust,  is 
to  be  placed  in  the  integrity  of  many  of  .your 
officers  who  are  intrusted  with  the  public 
money.  Here  you  find  defaulters  for  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  millions.  These  documents,  and  the 
daily  information  we  have  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  our  public  money,  furnish  lamentable  proof 
of  the  entire  want  of  moral  principles  in  many 
of  the  public  officers,  and  a  most  shameful  disre- 
gard of  their  public  trusts.  Your  public  default- 
ers are  to  be  found,  not  only  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  but  in  the  civil  department — ^your  collect- 
ors of  the  revenue,  marshals,  district  attorneys, 
clerks  of  district  and  circuit  courts,  receivers  of 
public  moneys  for  the  sale  of  lands,  Indian 
agents,  and  those  employed  to  paythe  pensions 
given  to  Revolutionary  soldiers.  We  have  now 
upon  our  tables  evidence  of  one  pension  figcnt 
who  has  misapplied  (if  the  report  of  our  officer 
is  true^  ten  thousand  dollars  of  moneys  placed 
in  his  nands  to  pay  the  veteran  soldiers  of  the 
Bevolution — an  act  that  should  brand  him  with 
perpetual  infamy.  The  present  laws  are  wholly 
inadequate  to  secure  the  Treasury  from  loss  by 
the  misconduct  of  the  public  officers.  There  is 
no  provision  adequate  to  elfbct  this  object.  And 
while  we  are,  upon  one  hand,  busily  engaged  in 
devising  ways  and  means  to  fill  our  Treasury ; 
and  while  some  of  our  most  able,  distinguished, 
and  industrious  members,  are  engaged  unremit- 
tingly upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment  in  tho 
public  expenditures;  and  different  committees 
are  inquiring  minutely,  and  with  great  vigilance^ 
into  the  expenditures  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Government — ^there  is  an  imperious 
necessity  for  making  some  provision  which  shall 
more  effectually  guard  the  Treasurv  against 
loss  by  the  embezzlement  and  misapplication  of 
public  moneys  by  those  to  whom  they  are  in- 
trusted. It  would  not  upon  this  occasion,  said 
Mr.  K.,  become  me  to  go  minutely  into  the  de- 
tails of  a  law  making  the  necessary  provisions 
to  guard  our  public  Treasury,  and  to  secure 
fidelity  to  the  public  officers.  This  would  be 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  highly  respectable 
conmiittee  whose  duty  it  will  be  by  the  resola- 
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tion  to  make  the  inquiry,  and  to  report  a  bill ; 
bat  he  oonld  not  forbear  offering  a  few  ideas 
upon  the  provisions  which  it  may  be  fonnd 
necessary  to  insert  in  the  law.  The  officer  in- 
trusted with  public  moneys  should  consider  the 
trust  a  sacred  one;  no  temptation,  however 
strong,  should  induce  him  to  violate  it.  He 
ought  to  consider  his  obligation  to  the  public 
paramount  to  every  other.  No  other  rdation 
in  society  can  have  such  strong  daims  upon 
him  as  the  people  for  whose  benefit  the  moneys 
are  committed  to  his  care;  and  he  who  will 
knowingly  and  deliberately  violate  a  trust  so 
sacred  ^ould  be  held  infamous,  and  no  longer 
be  admitted  into  the  society  of  the  honest  and 
virtuous  part  of  the  community.  I  would  ren- 
der him,  said  Mr.  £.,  ineligible  to  any  public 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.  I  would  im- 
mediately cause  him  to  be  dismissed  from  public 
employ.  I  would  leave  it  discretionary  wi^ 
the  court  before  whom  he  was  tried,  upon  his 
convicticMQ,  to  cause  him  to  be  fined,  or  im- 
prisoned, or  botb,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
Nay,  sir,  I  would  go  somewhat  further  —  I 
would  leave  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  in 
very  enormous  cases,  to  sentence  the  culprit  to 
the  penitentiary,  i  would  place  him  oeside 
the  felon  who  counterfeits  your  coin,  who  alters 
your  public  records,  and  who  forges  your  bank 
paper.  This  would  not  be  too  severe  a  punish- 
ment for  him,  who,  in  his  wild  speculations,  has 
used  your  money  to  the  amount  of  tens  and 
hundreds  of  thousands — who  has  applied  it  to 
the  aggrandizement  of  his  family ;  and  who  has 
for  years  rioted  upon  the  fruits  of  his  iniquity, 
in  living  in  splendor  and  show;  and  who, 
-  when  he  is  called  on  to  account,  laughs  at  your 
public  officer,  and  treats  his  calls  for  the  public 
moneys  with  neglect  and  contempt. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  this  very  defimlter 
is  eli^ble  to  public  office;  and  it  is  not/if  he 
(Mr.  K.)  was  rightly  informed,  a  very  uncom- 
mon occurrence,  that  the  defaulter  and  his 
friends  are  seen  petitioning  the  Executive  for 
public  employ,  and  sometimes,  he  feared,  with 
success.  Public  defaulters  are  now  considered 
.merely  in  the  light  of  unfortunate  debtors;  as 
those  who,  in  the  course  of  their  business,  have, 
from  events  beyond  their  control,  been  rendered 
insolvent,  and  who  are  justly  entitled  to  the 
sympathies,  both  of  the  public  and  of  individuals. 
It  is  a  shame,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  a  public  defaidter 
should,  in  the  view  of  the  laws,  and  in  that  of 
society,  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
an  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor,  in  whose  be- 
half the  whole  community  sympathize.  It  is 
time,  high  time,  that  the  laws  Shovld  speak  a 
different  language.  K  a  provision  had  been 
inserted  in  your  statute  book,  said  Mr  K.,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  similar  in 
its  provisions  to  the  one  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  ^ow  presented,  it  would,  in  all  prob- 
ability, have  saved  to  the  nation  many  millions 
of  the  puUic  money.  Mr.  X.  anticipated  from 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (if  the  committee 
should  report  in  conformity  to  it)  very  salutary 
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effects.  The  people  of  this  country  have  a  high 
sense  of  integrity.  "We  boast,  said  Mr.  K.,  of  our 
public  and  private  virtue ;  and  it  is  time  that 
we  should,  from  our  statute  book,  speak  a  strong 
and  decisive  language  to  all  those  who  embezzle 
the  public  money.  They  should  learn  Uiat  they 
can  no  longer  violate  the  sacred  trust  commit- 
ted to  their  chsrge  with  impunity.  Mr.  K. 
concluded  by  observing,  that  he  anticipated  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House  in  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  would  be  referred  would  find 
time  to  report  a  bill  at  the  present  session. 
*  Mr.  Bassett  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
but  wished  to  extend  it  to  those  who  had  &e 
public  property  in  keeping,  and  he  proposed  a 
modification  to  that  effect,  by  inserting  in  the 
body  of  the  resolve  the  words  "  or  with  the  safe 
keeping  of  public  property  ;*^  which  modification 
was  assented  to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Hasdin  was  apprehensive  that  the  pun- 
ishment which  seemea  to  be  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  KjxsojkSD) 
would  be  found  too  severe ;  and,  in  such  cases, 
a  law  if  too  severe  for  public  sentiment  to  sus- 
tain, would  become  a  dead  letter.  Mr.  H.  did 
not  think  public  sentiment  was  such  as  to  brand 
the  public  defaulter  with  infamy.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  proceeds  of  his  defalcation  support  him, 
and  enable  him  to  drink  his  wine  and  give  his 
dinners ;  nor  would  it  be  possible  to  put  a  man 
in  the  penitentiary  merely  for  being  a  defaulter. 
Mr.  H.  adverted  particularly  to  the  case  of  the 
district  attorneys,  and  thought  the  only  course 
in  relation  to  them  would  be  to  make  them  give 
bond  for  the  fftithfnl  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  also  to  require,  if  they  fail  to  account,  that 
that  failure  should  vacate  their  offices. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
'*by  which  the  United  States  shall  sustain  a 
loss."  Mr.  0.  was  disposed  to  repress  all  specu- 
lation b/  the  holders  of  the  public  moneys. 
The  public  moneys  should  be  kept  separate  and 
sacred  for  the  public  service,  and  he  would  not 
suffer  the  public  agents  to  use  them  for  any 
other  purpose,  however  weU  able  they  might 
be  to  replace  them  when  called  for. 

Mr.  KnEXLANn  was  not  inclined  to  carry  his 
prohibition  so  &r.  If  the  officers  and  agents  of 
the  Government  can  and  do  respond  according 
to  law,  that,  he  thought,  was  all  that  need  be 
required  of  them. 

iir.  GoNDioT  replied.  Mr.  F.  Johkson  also 
made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  MiTOHELL,  of  South  Oarolina,  also  express- 
ed himself  in  favor  of  the  amendment  Ix>ok- 
ing  over  the  document  which  had  been  referred 
to,  (the  list  of  unsettled  baJances,)  he  thought 
its  contents  were  a  disgrace  to  the  Government 
— a  libel  on  the  country.  Until  he  saw  that 
document,  he  did  not  think  that  the  country 
was  capable  of  jprodudng  such  a  one. 

Finally,  Mr.  KmsLAim  assented  to  the  modift- 
cation  proposed  by  Mr.  Oondiot. 

Mr.  Ooox  proposed  to  add  to  the  resolntioa. 
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the  following  sentenoe:  ^^And  also,  ioto  the 
expediency  of  i^eqniring  all  snch  officers  to  he 
dismissed  from  office  upon  failure  futhfuUj  to 
aooonnt  for  the  money  or  property  so  confided 
to  them."  This  proposition  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Hoose,  and  liie  resolution,  as  modified,  was 
ihereopon  adopted. 


The  bill  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 


Thubsdat,  April  4. 
AUowmce  of  Fensunn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  House  then  took 
into  consideration  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  certain  acts  concerning  allowances  for 
pensions  upon  a  relinqaishment  of  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  Long  was  in  hopes  that  the  bill  would  not 
meet  with  mu(^  opposition.  If  it  ever  was  right 
(which  he  believed  it  was)  to  pass  the  law,  it 
was  right  that  all  should  equally  have  the  bene- 
fit of.  it  as  intended.  To  this  end  it  would  be- 
come necessary  to  revive  the  law,  as  it  had  now 
expired,  before  they  all  had  applied.  If,  how- 
ever, gentlemen  felt  any  disposition  to  vote 
against  the  bill,  he  hoped  they  would  reflect, 
and  see  the  situation  or  those  poor  widows  and 
children  as  it  would  be  if  the  House  revises  to 
pass  the  bill.  Congress,  said  he,  has  heretofore 
passed  a  law  which  held  out  to  them  some  relief. 
We  may  natorallv  suppose  that  they  have  ap- 
plied as  soon  as  they  luiew  there  was  a  law  for 
their  relief;  but,  to  apply  efiectuaily,  it  not  only 
required  some  time,  but  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable expense  in  getting  their  papers  in  due 
form,  which  was  done  generally  by  professioDal 
men ;  a  class  of  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
being  weU  paid  for  their  services.  In  some 
oases  the  expense  was  more  than  those  applicants 
were  able  to  bear— and,  after  they  had  expended 
every  cent  they  were  worth  in  setting  forth 
their  claim,  they  are  informed  that  the  law  has 
expired,  and  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  what 
was  intended  for  them,  merely  because  they 
have  not  applied  within  a  certain  day.  It  can- 
not be  expected,  said  Mr  L.,  that  a  poor  woman 
and  children,  settled  down  on  some  remote 
corner  of  the  earth,  constantly  engaged  at  home 
in  procuring  bread,  could  know  anything  about 
the  operation  or  existence  of  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  circum- 
stance of  their  not  applying  before  the  law 
expired,  would  not  be  urged  as  an  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  that  we  should  not 
be  fbund  ready  to  snap  at  this  little  advantage 
that  may  be  here  taken  of  the  poor  and  igno- 
rant. He  was  as  much  opposed  to  an  improper 
expenditure  of  public  money  as  any  member 
of  tInB  House,  and  would  go  as  feur  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  his  opinion  ought  to  go  to  bring  our 
expeEkditures  within  the  amount  of  our  revenue, 
which  he  oonodved  to  be  the  indispensable 
duty  of  this  Houses  but  he  eould  not  consent  to 
begin  here,  and  withhold  this  pitiful  sum  from 
the  widow  and  fatherless,  who  have  lost  him 
who  ought  to  have  been  their  protector,  whilst 
engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  pro- 
tection of  our  lures  and  liberties. 


Fbidat,  April  5. 
Cfeneral  Appropriatum  Bill— Minister  to 
FortugaZ, 

Mr.  Mallaby  suggested  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fied that  it  was  necessary  to  send  a  Minister  to 
Lisbon,  and  that  a  Charg6  des  Affaires  would 
perhape  be  sufficient  He  therefore  called  for 
mformation  on  the  subject  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
quiries of  Mr.  Mallaby,  reviewed  at  considera- 
ble length  the  political  and  commercial  relations 
which,  for  a  long  period,  have  subsisted  between 
this  country  and  Portugal  We  had  long  ex- 
ported, he  said,  vast  quantities  of  flour  to  that 
country ;  but  at  length  the  Government  Md  a 
duty  of  $2  per  barrel  on  all  the  flour  imported 
into  that  kingdom,  from  this  country,  and  gave 
privileges  and  held  out  inducements  to  the  no- 
bility to  erect  mills,  which  was  done,  and  they 
were  in  a  great  measure  supplied  with  wheat 
from  Poland.  Our  people  exported  no  wheat. 
They  manufactured  it  themselves ;  but  the  duty, 
which  was  intended  as  a  prohibition,  was  severe- 
ly felt,  and  our  Government  sent  a  minister  to 
tliat  dourt  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  duty.  Min- 
isters, however,  are  not  always  the  best  negotia- 
tors in  mercantile  concerns ;  and  the  object  was 
not  effected.  But  it  was  afterwards  accomplish- 
ed by  a  Consul  General,  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  commercial  subjects,  and  the 
duty  was  taken  off.  Subsequently,  the  Court  was 
removed  to  the  Brazils,  firom  which  it  has  re- 
cently returned  to  Europe.  But  the  duty  of  $2 
per  barrel  has  been  renewed  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  agriculture,  and  of  giving  it  a  new 
direction,  instead  of  cultivating  almost  exclu- 
sively the  vine.  The  Government  of  that 
country  has  thought  us  to  be  hostile—particu- 
larly from  the  greater  duties  we  have  imposed 
upon  the  wines  of  Madeira  and  Fayal,  than  upon 
the  wines  of  other  countries.  Large  quantities 
of  corn  are  sent  from  this  country  to  Madeira ; 
and  they  are  understood  to  be  about  petitioning 
the  Cortes  to  impose  restrictions  upon  the  im- 
portation of  our  com;  and  the  consequence 
may  be,  that  we  may  be  wholly  deprived  of  the 
benefits  of  that  trade.  All  attempts  to  reduce 
our  enormous  duties  upon  these  wines  have 
hitherto  been  ineffectual,  because  they  are  drank 
by  the  rich,  without  seeming  to  regard  the  im- 
portance of  the  trade.  Mr.  S.  further  observed, 
that  he  thought  it  expedient  not  to  withhold  the 
appropriation,  inasmuch  as  the  President  had 
recommended  the  measure;  and,  should  we 
refuse,  the  consequences  and  the  responsibility 
of  that  refusal  will  rest  upon  us. 

Mr.  Mallaby  remarked,  that  the  object  of 
sending  Ministers  abroad  was  for  the  purposes, 
either  of  policy  or  commerce.  In  relation  to 
the  policy,  he  thought  a  Minister  was  not  neces- 
sary.   The  Government  of  Portugal  was  not 
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formidable,  either  at  sea  or  on  land  With  re- 
spect to  commerce,  it  was  evident,  from  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Smith,)  that  a  commercial  object,  which  a 
Minister  could  not  effect,  a  Consul  Greneral  was 
competent  to  accomplish.  Mr.  M.  therefore 
thought  a  Charge  des  Affaires  was  adequate  to 
the  object.  There  were  twenty  places  in  Eu- 
rope where  we  send  no  Minister,  of  more  com- 
mercial importance  to  this  country  than  Lisbon. 
Mr  M.  adverted  to  a  statistic  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  to  show  the  superiority 
of  the  trade  of  other  countries ;  and  he  particu- 
larly referred  to  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Swe- 
den. The  latter  nation  was  certainly  at  least 
equal  in  dignity,  and  superior  in  strength  to 
Portugal,  and  was  as  well  entitled  to  expect  a 
Minister  from  us  as  the  latter  Government;  and 
with  respect  to  the  Brazils,  he  believed  they 
would  emancipate  themselves  from  the  control 
of  the  parent  country,  whenever  they  tliought 
proper  to  dissolve  the  connection  and  assume 
their  independence.  Mr.  Mallaby  concluded 
by  moving  to  transpose  the  word  Lisbon,  so  as 
to  provide  for  a  Charg6  des  Affaires  in  that 
country  instead  of  a  Minister. 

Mr.  Smfth  replied,  by  referring  to  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  He  observed  that  Por- 
tugal had  expressed  a  sincere  desire  to  renew  a 
friendly  intercourse,  and,  he  understood,  had  ac- 
tually appointed  a  Minister  to  this  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Mallart) 
had  said  that  the  trade  with  Portagal  was  unim- 
portant. He  (Mr.  S.)  admitted  it,  and  it  was  to 
restore  it  to  importance  that  the  mission  was 
proposed.  A  Charg6  des  Affaires  might  be  ade- 
quate i^  as  in  the  case  of  Sweden,  a  treaty  was 
already  subsisting ;  but  we  want  a  Minister  to 
make  a  treaty,  and  a  Charg6  des  Affaires  may 
afterwards  be  sufficient. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mallaby  was  further  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Gilmer,  Hardin,  and  Ross, 
and  opposed  by .  Messrs.  Wright,  Poinsett, 
Baldwin,  Wood,  Rhea,  Archer,  Farrelly, 
Woodson,  Merger,  and  Smith  ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  negatived — 
ayes  84. 

The  question  for  expenses  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  beinff  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Cooke  observed,  that  he  should  be  op- 
posed to  making  any  further  appropriation  for 
that  object,  until  he  was  informed  that  those 
commissioner?  had  settled  tlieir  accounts.  They 
had  heretofore  been  called  on,  but  only  one  class 
of  them,  to  his  knowledge,  had  obeyed  the  call ; 
and  among  the  charges  it  included,  was  to  be 
found  expenses  incurred  for  fish-hooks,  and  fish- 
ing nets,  and  bacon,  hams,  and  other  like  items, 
that  did  not  seem  to  be  a  proper  expenditure 
for  the  nation.  The  business  had  been  already 
protracted  eight  years,  almost  as  long  as  it  took 
to  destroy  Troy;  and  if  we  go  on,  said  he,  ap- 
propriating from  session  to  session,  it  will  be- 
come a  life  estate  to  those  concern^.    He  was 


averse  to  placing  any  more  money  in  their  hands, 
until  they  had  accounted  for  what  thev  had  al- 
ready received ;  and  he  moved  to  fill  tlie  blank 
with  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

M.  F.  Johnson  adverted  to  the  law  of  the 
last  session  that  limits  their  allowance  to  a  spe- 
cific salary  in  lien  of  all  other  expenses. 

Mr.  Baldwin  believed  there  nad  been  too 
lavish  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money ;  nor 
would  he  now  vote  for  the  appropriation,  did 
he  not  fear  the  public  service  might  suffer  from 
the  delay  a  refusal  of  it  might  occasion.  It 
was  a  business  connected  with  a  foreign  power, 
and  he  wished  the  concern  might  be  dosed. 

Mr.  Cocsx  said  we  were  told  that  the  line 
could  not  be  run  in  the  winter,  because  the 
climate  is  too  cold;  and  in  the  summer  the 
commissioners,  he  understood,  were  frolicking* 
at  Ballston  Springs.  He  thought  it  was  high 
time  that  Congress  should  interpose,  and  pre- 
vent this  waste  of  the  public  treasure. 

Mr.  Williamson  remarked,  that  the  people  of 
Maine  were  as  much  dissatisfied  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  commissioners  as  the  people  of  the 
United  States  could  be.  He  observed  that,  in 
a  reply  to  a  call  which  had  been  made  on  the 
Executive  at  this  session,  on  the  aspect  of  the 
fifth  article,  we  had  been  assured  that  it  would 
be  concluded  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
spring.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  most  expe- 
dient course  would  be  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion called  for,  so  as  to  have  the  business  con- 
cluded without  further  delay. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  |26,000,  and  negatived ; 
and  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  $12,500. 

Bounda/ry  Line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  under  the  Florida  Treaty  with  Spain. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  said,  as  far 
as  this  appropriation  is  intended  to  cover  the 
expense  of  running  the  boundary  line  establish- 
ed by  the  treaty  with  Spain  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  it  was  unnecessary.  This 
House,  he  said,  had  determined  to  recognize  the 
independence  of  Mexico ;  it  would  involve  an 
absurdity  now  to  recognize  the  right  of  Spain 
to  fix  with  us  the  limits  of  a  country,  over 
which  all  authority  has  ceased ;  to  define  the 
limits  after  ^e  has  ceased  to  exercise  any  other 
sovereignty  there.  This  is  a  right  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  public  rights  of  the  inde- 
pendent Government  that  now  reigns  over  it. 
If  a  commissioner  was  appointed  by  Spain  as  it 
is  stated,  he  was  named  before  the  new  state 
of  things  existed,  and  his  powers  would  be  re- 
called by  Spain  herself,  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  she  had  no  longer  any  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  stated  that  the  treaty  was  bind- 
ing on  Mexico,  as  Spain  exercised  sovereignty 
over  it  at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  That  may  be 
true,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  and  Mexico  will  carry  it  into 
effect  in  good  faith.  There  is  no  danger  of  her 
refusal  to  accept  a  treaty,  which  relinquishes  our 
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right  to  her  territory,  and  gives  her  six  hundred 
miles  of  seahoard.  She  has  very  little  objection 
to  Spain  giving  ns  Florida,  and  leaving  her  the 
province  of  Texas.  We  claimed  their  country 
to  the  Rio  Grande— by  the  treaty  we  have  sur- 
rendered it.  They  do  not  claim  our  territory — 
we  have  relinquished  our  right  to  Texas.  We 
have  made  the  saciifice,  not  they ;  all  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Sabine  is  now  a  part  of  Mexico. 
Besides,  said  he,  can  we  send  agents  to  run  and 
mark  her  limits,  against  her  consent,  without 
insulting  her  sovereignty,  and  violating  her 
territory?  What!  send  armed  troops  (as  was 
intimated)  into  a  foceign  country,  in  defiance 
of  the  law  of  nations.  This  must  now  be  a  sub- 
ject of  arrangement  with  the  Government  of 
Mexico.  It  is  better  to  leave  it  open ;  we  have 
now  nothing  to  lose;  we  have  already  lost  all 
in  that  quarter. 

A  discussion  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Oookb,  Milnob,  Walworth,  Buchan- 
an, Smith  of  Maryland^  Wabfield,  Oooe, 
Rhba,  and  Edwabds  of  Oonnecticut,  took  part; 
when  tiiie  question  was  taken,  and  the  modifi- 
cation adopted — ayes  78. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  filling  the 
blank  witii  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  carried;  when,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satubdat,  April  6. 

Appropriation  JnU — Repair  qf  the  Cumberland 

Boad. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Gonmiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday — ^the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

The  clause  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Cum- 
berland road  being  under  consideration — 

lib.  OoNDioT  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause. 
He  said  the  United  States  had  already  ex- 
pended enormous  sums  in  the  construction  of 
this  road,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  impose 
on  his  constituents  any  further  expense  in  re- 
pairing it. 

Mr.  Bbboeienbidgb  had  not  expected  the  op- 
position which  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  OoimioT)  had  made  to  the  bill,  and  the 
manner  was  as  unexpected  as  the  matter.  He 
has  said  that  he  is  unwilling  to  tax  his  constit- 
uents for  this  object.  Does  not  that  sentleman 
recollect  tiiat  the  people  of  the  West  have  been 
from  time  to  time  heavily  taxed,  to  build  forti- 
fications on  the  seaboard,  and  support  navies, 
in  which  they  have  no  special  interest?  What 
would  that  gentleman  say,  if  we  should  avow 
that  we  would  pay  no  more  for  these  objects, 
and  urge  for  reason  that  we  are  far  enough  out 
of  the  way  of  an  enemy,  and  therefore  are  not 
disposed  to  contribute  to  the  conmion  defence? 
This  was  a  magnificent  plan  of  connecting  the 
Eastern  with  the  Western  States.  It  was  cred- 
itable to  the  munificence  and  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  he  would  not  ask  whether  it  was 
expedient  to  suffer  this  valuable  road  to  go  to  de- 
cay and  ruin,  rather  than  appropriate  this  trifling 


sum  to  an  object  so  important.  It  was  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  audit  could  not  be 
conformable  to  the  mterests  of  the  country  to 
break  the  chain  that  binds  the  Eastern  and 
Western  States  together. 

Mr.  Fabbeixt  regetted  that  the  gentleman  last 
up  should  have  introduced  local  considerations 
into  this  discussion.  He  did  not  understand  in 
what  way  this  appropriation  found  its  way  into 
the  bill. '  He  objected  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  brought  forward,  and  thought  it 
should  be  done  by  way  of  bill,  as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  payment  for  horses  destroyed  in  the 
Seminole  camp^gn.  Nor  did  he  see  how  the 
repair  of  this  road  could  come  within  the  con- 
stitutional provision  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Mr.  F.  was  willing  to  go  as  far  on 
this  subject  as  the  compact  requir^.  The  act 
of  Congress  on  this  subject,  provided  for  the 
construction  but  not  for  the  repair  of  the  road. 
K  this  appropriation  was  made,  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  similar  calls  from  year  to  year  to  keep 
it  in  repair. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  enilained  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  provision  had  been  introduoed 
into  the  appropriation  bill,  which  was  in  oonse- 
ouence  of  a  resolution  of  the  House,  directing 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  the  unexpended 
balance  of  former  appropriations  for  this  pur- 
pose. That  comnuttee  haa  obeyed  the  direction 
of  the  House,  and  they  thought  themselves  jus- 
tified in  that  course,  when  they  knew  that 
$1,000,000  had  been  expended  by  the  United 
States  in  constructing  tlie  Cumberland  road, 
and  that  it  was  now  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 
All  the  items  of  that  amount  had  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  appropriation  bills. 
The  committee  thought  that  sum  would  be  well 
applied  in  repairing  and  protecting  what  it  had 
cost  so  large  a  sum  to  construct.  The  superin- 
tendent had  been  consulted,  and  it  appeared, 
from  his  statements,  that  the  road,  owing  to  the 
torrents,  &c.,  in  that  mountainous  country,  will 
soon  be  impassable,  unless  the  necessary  repairs 
are  made.  The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether 
you  will  throw  away  what  you  have  already 
done,  rather  than  be  at  a  little  expense  to  sus- 
tain it 

Mr.  Camf^elIm  of  Ohio,  thought  the  same 
reasons  that  had  induced  the  Government  to 
build  the  road,  would  now  infiuence  them  to 
preserve  it  He  had  recently  travelled  it,  and 
he  found  that  the  first  part  made,  wanted  but 
little  repair.  That  portion  of  it  which  was 
more  recently  constructed,  naturally  required 
attention.  The  hills  slide  down,  and  the  road 
is  filled  up,  so  that  repairs  are  necessary.  Mr. 
C.  contended  that  the  road  was  valuable  to  the 
United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  rendered  the  pub- 
lic lands  more  accessible ;  and  the  people  of  the 
West  had  a  right  to  expect  this  smsdl  appro- 
priation for  such  an  object.  If  a  large  appropri- 
ation was  asked  for,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  expe- 
dient to  pause.  But  the  small  sum  of  |9,000  is 
all  that  is  now  required,  and  probably  not  even 
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8o  large  a  sum  as  that  will  be  necessary  in  fu- 
ture years,  after  the  road  shall  have  been  thor- 
oughly completed. 

Mr.  Maxlast  was  also  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  this  danse  of  the  section. 
The  facts,  he  observed,  were  familiar  to  the 
House.  The  Grovermnent  had  expended  $1,800,- 
000  on  this  road,  and  the  policy  of  this  expen- 
ditore  had  been  repeatedly  coi^rmed.  It  was 
now  oat  of  repair,  and  there  were  no  means 
provided  to  miuntain  it  The  first  question, 
then,  was,  whether  it  was  an  object  of  su£Scient 
consideration  to  authorize  this  appropriation? 
It  was  admitted  to  be  the  great  chain  to  bind 
the  East  and  West  together,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  object  much  depended  on  the 
£acility  of  communication.  The  House  had  been 
called  on  in  this  very  bill  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $6,000  to  pay  John  Trumbull  for  a  na- 
tional painting.  They  had  done  it.  And  was 
it  not  an  object  at  least  as  national  and  impor- 
tant to  preserve  the  great  avenue  to  the  West? 
We  annually  appropriate  thousands,  s^id  Mr. 
M.,  for  the  completion  of  this  stupendous  pile, 
the  Oapitol.  Aiid  is  not  the  Cumberland  road 
as  valuable  a  monument  of  national  policy  and 
munificence  ?  When  we  appropriate  so  much 
to  construct  the  road,  he  thought  it  worth  while 
to  contribute  a  pittance  to  save  it.  The  people 
in  that  region,  Mr.  M.  contended,  had  calcu- 
lated, and  prudently  calculated,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not  be  at  so  much  expense  to 
construct  the  road,  and  then  abandon  it.  He 
thought  it  was  now  ungenerous,  if  not  unjust, 
to  disappoint  their  expectations.  The  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  was  a  great  thorough- 
fSure  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  it  was 
not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  that 
State  should  not  view  the  road  with  an  eye  of 
complacency.  It  was  correct.  It  was  natural 
for  them  to  regard  primarily  their  own  inter- 
ests. But  the  nation  had  decided  in  favor  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  he  thought  it  was 
expedient  that  Congress  should  not  now  depart 
from  that  decision.* 

Mr.  Stewabt  rose  to  disclose  some  facts  that 
were  within  his  personal  knowledge  and  observa- 
tion. This  road  he  observed,  was  completed  the 
last  Summer.  Every  Congress,  for  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  influenced  by  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy,  had  appropriated  money  for 
its  construction.  It  was  now  asked,  merely  to 
fl^ply  to  the  reparation  of  the  road  an  unex- 
pended balance  which  had  previously  been  ap- 
propriated for  its  completion,  and  a  trifling  sum 
to  erect  a  bridge.  It  was  not  expected,  with 
this  sum,  to  make  durable  repairs  of  stone,  but 
to  remove  obstructions,  and  put  it  in  passable 
repair,  until  Congress  should  make  some  perma- 
nent provision  on  the  sublect  In  some  places 
the  hills  had  slipped  and  filled  the  road;  in 
others,  the  road  has  ^ven  way  and  precipitated 
80  as  to  become  almost  impassable.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  public  travel  and  the 
public  mail  have  been  seriously  obstructed. 
It  had  been  said  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Fabbel- 


LT,)  that  the  people  living  on  the  road  should 
repair  it.  But  it  would  be  recollected  that  this 
road  was  made  over  a  mountainous,  and,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  an  uninhabited  country. 
A  considerable  part  of  it  passes  through  Penn- 
sylvania, which,  as  a  State,  is  known  to  be  hos- 
tile to  it.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  F.)  has  stated 
that  it  is  destructive  to  Pennsylvania ;  she  has 
$600,000  of  stock  in  her  own  road,  running 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg;  yet  he  says 
that,  if  the  road  could  not  support  itself  it  ought 
to  be  given  back  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ; 
this,  by  the  gentleman^s  showing,  would  be  to 
give  l^e  lamb  to  the  keeping  of  me  wolf.  Such 
a  course  could  not  be  required  nor  justified. 
This  was  a  national  road.  It  was  bmlt  for  a 
national  purpose,  and  in  a  spirit  of  national 
munificence.  And  the  important  question  be- 
fore us  now  is,  whether  the  whole  object  for 
which  the  expense  was  incurred  shall  be  lost, 
for  want  of  a  trifle  to  repair  and  preserve  it. 
We  have  been  told,  however,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  has  been 
improperly  expended.  For  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, be  it  so ;  and  what  then?  Is  that  a  rea- 
son for  abandoning  the  road?  Large  sums, 
also,  have  been  appropriated  for  the  erection  of 
the  spacious  building  in  which  we  sit.  But 
shall  we  stop  the  wo^  because  it  may  be  sug- 
gested that  some  of  the  agents  employed  had 
been  unfaithful  to  their  trust?  Should  we  re- 
linquish the  completion  of  this  stupendous  fab- 
ric, and  leave  it  roofless,  merely  because  there 
may  have  been  extravagance  and  want  of  econ- 
omy in  the  application  of  the  public  moneys? 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that,  when  it  was 
stated  that  two  counties  had  produced  871,000 
barrels  of  flour  and  28,000  barrels  of  whiskey 
in  a  year  for  market,  he  thought  it  was  too  much 
to  say  that  they  were  so  poor  that  they  could 
not  repair  the  slip  of  hill  that  had  fallen  into 
the  ro^.  When  a  particular  object  was  to  be 
carried,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  excite  a  clam- 
or, in  order  that  the  real  question  might  be  lost 
sight  of.  The  cry  of  mad  dog  was  raised,  the 
better  to  elude  inquiry.  The  gentleman  in  fa- 
vor of  the  appropriation  had  talked  much  of 
this  as  a  national  road  and  a  national  object, 
and  of  the  illiberal,  local  views  of  those  who 
oppose  it.  But  gentlemen  should  recollect  that 
there  is  a  wid^  difference  between  the  victims 
and  the  favorites  of  the  Government  This 
road  had  gone  far  to  desolate  ninety  miles  of 
the  mountainous  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Was  it 
then  to  be  expected  that  it  could  be  viewed  by 
that  State  with  indifference?  Even  -the  worm 
that  is  trod  on  has  the  right  to  groan.  When 
the  last  appropriation  was  made  for  the  Cum- 
berland road,  a  pledge  was  given  that  no  more 
should  be  askea  for.  But  now  it  is  openly 
avowed  by,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Cakpbkll,)  that  this  is  to  be  followed  by  future 
appropriations,  and  to  be  sustained  by  the  na- 
tion as  a  perpetual  charity.  And  why  should 
this  be  done?  If  it  is  so  valuable,  why  can  it 
not  support  itself?     Where  the  Cumberland 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Commiasioner  of  PuUie  BuUdinffi, 


[Apbil,  Ib'Ji, 


road  passes  over  the  mountains,  the  country  is 
not  more  barren  than  the  corresponding  coun- 
ty where  the  Pennsylvania  road  crosses  them. 
But  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  connecting  chain 
that  binds  together  the  East  and  the  West.  It 
is  a  singular  chain,  indeed,  that  is  broken  in  the 
middle.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  road  be- 
tween Hagerstown  and  Boonsborough?  Little 
better  than  a  mud  hole  or  a  swamp.  This  is  a 
part  of  the  chain.  And  where  are  the  chains  to 
connect  the  other  parts  of  the  country  ?  By 
what  national  road  are  the  North  and  the  South 
connected?  What  national  road  runs  to  the 
East?  Is  this  the  only  national  object  which 
the  Government  is  authorized  to  foster?  The 
House  are  now  to  decide  an  important  question 
— Whether  a  part  of  the  country  that  lives  upon 
and  grows  rich  by  this  road,  shall  be  exempted 
from  the  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repair  ? 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  further  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Woodcock,  of  New  York,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Wbight,  and  Mr.  Wabfibld, 
when  the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  car- 
ried—ayes 70. 


Monday,  April  8. 

Territory  of  Florida — The  Temporary  Act  for 
its  Ooeemment — Presidenfs  Understanding 
of  the  Act,  ijohich  was  to  continue  the  Eicisting 
Spanish  Government,  administered  by  our 
Officers,  until  Congress  had  time  to  Firovide 
Territorial  Government  more  Congenial  to 
our  own  Institutions. 
A  Message  from  the  Pbesidsnt  or  thb  Unit- 

XD  Statbs,  received  on  Saturday  last,  was  read, 

and  is  as  follows: 

Sfb  the  ffouse  of  BepresentoHves  of  the  Ututed  States  : 

I  commimicate  herewith  to  the  House  a  report  from 
tiie  Secretaiy  of  War,  contaioing  information  request- 
ed by  their  reeolution  of  the  5th  ultimo. 

It  may  be  proper  fnrther  to  add,  that  the  secreta- 
ries of  both  the  Territories  have  occasionally  re- 
S Hired  and  received  the  aid  of  the  militaiy  force  of 
tie  United  States,  stationed  within  them,  respective- 
ly, to  oarry  into  effect  tbe  acts  of  their  anthority. 

The  government  of  East  and  West  Florida  was, 
under  the  Spanish  dominion,  almost  exchisively  mili- 
tary; tiie  governors  of  both  were  militaiy  oifficers, 
and  miited  in  their  persons  the  chief  anthority,  both 
dvil  and  militaiy. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  last  session,  providing  for  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  the  newly  ceded  provinces,  was  carried  into 
execnlion,  has  been  commnnicated  to  Congress  in 
my  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  It  was 
to  leave  the  anthorities  of  the  conntry,  as  they  were 
found  existing  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  to  be  exer- 
dsed  until  the  meeting  of  Congress,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  introduction  of  a  system,  more  con- 
genial to  our  own  institations,  would.be  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  important  subjects  of  their  deliber- 
ations. From  this,  among  other  obvious  considera- 
tions, military  oflScers  were  appointed  to  take  pos- 
session of  both  provinces.  But,  as  the  military  com- 
mand of  General  Jackson  was  to  cease  on  the  Ist  of 


June,  Genera]  Gaines,  the  officer  next  in  command, 
then  here,  who  was  fint  designated  to  take  possession 
of  East  Florida,  received  from  me  a  verbal  dhection 
to  give  such  effect  to  any  requisition  from  the  Gov- 
ernor for  military  aid,  to  enforce  his  authority,  as  the 
circumstances  might  require.  It  was  not  foreseen 
that  the  command  in  both  the  provinces  would,  be- 
fore further  legislation  by  Congress  on  that  subject, 
devolve  upon  the  secretaries  of  the  Territories,  but, 
had  it  been  foreseen,  the  same  direction  would  have 
been  given  as  applicable  to  them. 

No  authority  has  been  given  to  either  of  the  secre- 
taries to  issue  commands  to  that  portion  of  the  Army 
which  is  in  Florida ;  and  whenever  the  aid  of  the 
militaiy  has  been  required  by  them,  it  has  been  by 
written  requisitions  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
troops,  who  have  yielded  compliance  thereto,  doubt- 
less under  the  directions  received  from  General 
Gaines,  as  understood  by  him  to  be  authorized. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  a  letter 
was  received  at  the  War  Department  from  Colonel 
Brooke,  the  officer  commanding  at  Pensacola,  re- 
questing instructions  how  far  he  was  to  conader  these 
requisitions  as  authoritative  ;  but  the  assurance  that 
a  new  oiganization  of  the  government  was  immedi- 
ately to  be  authorized  by  Congress,  was  a  motive  for 
superseding  any  specific  decision  upon  the  inquiiy. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHorGTOir,  April  5,  1822. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 

Mr.  Blaoklbdoe  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  instructed  "  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  transferring  the 
duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings  to  the  principal 
architect,"  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
said  commissioner ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Conunittee  on  the  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  2d  of  April  instant, 
directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  *'  into  the  expediency 
of  tran^eiring  the  duties  heretofore  performed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  PubUc  Buildings  to  the  prin- 
cipal architect,"  report : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Coiiffress»  passed  on  the  16th 
day  of  July,  1790,  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
was  authorized  to  appoint,  and  keep  in  appointment 
so  long  as  might  be  necessaxy,  three  commissionersy 
whose  duty,  among  other  things,  it  was  made  by  the 
said  act,  (according  to  such  plans  as  tiie  President 
should  approve,)  to  provide  suitable  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  Congress,  and  of  the  Fresident, 
and  for  the  public  offices  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  The  office  of  the  commissioners,  cre- 
ated by  the  above-mentioned  act,  was  abolished  by 
an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1802 ;  and  the  affiiirs  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, which  had  been  under  the  care  and  superintend- 
ence of  the  commissioners,  were  placed  under  the 
direction  of  a  superintendent,  appointed  by  and  acting 
under  the  control  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  superintendent  was  invested  with  all 
the  powers,  and  charged  ¥rith  the  performance  of  all 
the  duties  of  .the  commissioners,  by  or  in  virtue  »- 
any  act  of  Congress,  or  any  act  of  the  General  Aol 
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lembly  of  MaxyUmd,  or  say  deed  or  deeds  of  tamst 
from  Uie  original  proprietors  of  the  lots  in  the  said 
diy,  or  in  any  odier  manner  whatever.  The  salaiy 
of  the  superintendent  was  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  8d 
of  March,  1803,  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
nom,  besides  contingent  expenses. 

By  the  act  of  ApiS  29th,  1806,  the  office  of  super- 
intendent was  abolished,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  wilii  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
was  required  to  appoint  one  commissioner,  who  shall 
hold  no  other  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States ;  who  is  allowed  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  with  wluch 
the  three  commissioners  were  chaiged,  and  the  du- 
ties of  the  superintendent.  It  is  the  dutjr  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Buildings  to  select  and  ap- 
point the  architect  and  all  other  agents  engaged  in 
the  public  buildings^  to  fix  their  compensation,  to 
determine  the  number  and  description  of  workmen  to 
be  employed,  and  their  pay,  to  provide  and  purchase 
materials,  to  inspect  the  plans  and  execution  of  the 
work,  and  to  have  the  general  regulation  and  supex^ 
intenidence  of  the  whole.  It  is  his  duty  to  make  all 
the  disbursements  of  money,  either  on  account  of 
labor  or  materials,  to  procure  regular  vouchers  for 
the  same,  and  to  account  at  the  Treasuiy  for  all  sums 
appropriated  to  objects  within  his  department.  It  is 
also  his  duty,  as  superintendent  of  the  dty  of  Wash- 
ington, to-  see  that  the  plan  and  regulations  are  ob- 
served, to  attend  to  the  sale  of  pubUc  lots,  to  collect 
and  account  for  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  make,  under 
certain  circumstances,  streets  through,  and  footways 
in  front  of  the  public  grounds,  and  to  have  the  care 
and  management  of  those  grounds  It  is  also  under- 
stood, that  the  United  States  are  parties  to  the  sev- 
eral suits  now  pending  to  try  the  right  to  the  property 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  of  a  considerable  amount, 
the  care  and  management  of  which  suits  appertain  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings.  It  may 
not  be  thought  irrelevant  here  to  refer  to  a  report 
made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  BuUdings,  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  present 
session,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  by  which  it  appears,  "  that  of  the  build- 
ing lots  there  remain  unsold  about  the  number  of 
5,150,  the  reservations,  containing  together  541 
acres,  1  rood  and  29  perches,  or  28,584,745  square 
feet,  equal  to  4,479^  standard  lots ;  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  the  public  lots  heretofore  sold  is  $180  per 
lot,  and  at  this  valuation  the  whole  of  the  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
mgton,  amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thhrty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  dollars." 
There  is  no  such  officer  created  by  law  as  an  archi- 
tect of  the  public  buildings,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  to  employ  an  ar- 
chitect, when  necessary,  as  it  is  his  duty  likewise  to 
employ  all  other  necessaiy  agents;  and  when  the 
public  buildings  shall  be  completed,  the  services  of 
an  architect  may  be  dispensed  with.  From  the  view 
which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  taking  into 
consideration  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  public 
property  subject  to  his  care  and  management,  they 
cannot  resist  the  impression  that  the  office  is  a  neces- 
sary one,  that  its  duties  are  important,  and  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  transfer  them,  as  propoeed  by  the  res- 
olution. The  committee,  however,  being  anxious  to 
retrench  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  where 
it  may  be  done  without  sacrifice  of  the  public  inter- 


est, and  believing  that  the  duties  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Public  Buildings  are  less  arduous  than  they 
formerly  were,  in  consequence  of  the  progress  made 
towards  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  recommend 
a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  commissioner  to  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  for 
that  purpose  have  directed  that  a  bill  be  reported. 

MonufMnt  to  Baron  De  Kalb, 
Mr.  Wright,  pnranant  to  notice,  asked  leave 
to  introdaoe  a  bill  to  erect  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Baron  De  Kalb.  Mr.  W. 
produced  the  proceedings  of  Gongreas  of  1780, 
as  follows : 

lUtolved,  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Major  General  Baron  De  Kalb, 
in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
with  the  following  inscription : 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  Baron  De  Ealb» 

Knight  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Military  Merit, 

Brigadier  of  the  Armies  of  France, 

and 

Major  General  in  the  Service  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 

Having  served,  with  honor  and  reputation, 

for  three  years, 

He  gave  a  last  and  glorious  proof 

<^  his  attachnient  to  the  liberties 

of  mankind  and  the  cause  of  America, 

In  the  action  near  Camden,  in  the  State  of  S.  Carolina, 

On  the  16th  April,  1780. 

When,  leading  on  the  troops  of 

the  Maryland  and  Delaware  Lines 

against  superior  numbers^ 

And  animating  them  by  his  example, 

to  deeds  of  valor, 

He  was  pierced  with  many  wounds, 

and  on  the  19th  following  expired, 

in  the  48th  year  of  his  age. 

Hie  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

In  gratitude  to  his 

leal,  services,  and  merit,  have  decreed 

This  Monument 

Haying  read  this  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said  lie 
believed  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  a  Represeutatiye 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ment of  those  patriots  of  the  Revolution  who 
achieved  our  independence,  in  a  case  like  this, 
where  they  intended  to  honor  a  hero  of  a  for- 
eign clime,  who  shed  his  blood  for  the  libertiea 
of  America;  especially  as,  in  doing  this,  they 
perpetuate  the  services  of  the  Maryland  and 
Delaware  lines,  who  distinguished  themselyea 
on  that  occasion.  The  small  sum  requisite  to 
do  this  business,  he  was  sure,  would  not  influ- 
ence any  member  of  the  House  against  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  grateful  intentions  of  those 
patriots  who  declared  us  independent 

[The  House  refused  to  consider  Mr.  W.'s  mo- 
tion— ayes  26.] 

Appropriatum  BUl—Stoppage  <^  Fay  to 

DtfauUer$. 
Mr.  OooKB  submited  the  foUowing  as  a  proyiso 
to  the  bill: 
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*'  Provide  hotDeveTf  That  no  money  appropriated  hj 
this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his  compensa- 
tion, who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until 
such  person  shall  have  aoconnted  for,  and  paid  into 
the  Treasuiy,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable/' 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  proviso  it 
weA  carried  without  a  division. 

The  oommittee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended.  

TuKSDAT,  April  9. 
Prohibition  of  Advances,  unless  in  Ext/rcbordi- 

nary  CaseSy  and  Prompt  Settlement  of  Public 

Accounts, 

Mr.  Bassbtt  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolveiy  That  in  all  fntore  transactions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, either  where  services  are  to  be  rendered,  or 
sapplies  famished,  no  money  shall  be  advanced  by  the 
Government,  or  payments  made,  but  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  work  done,  or  services  rendered,  or  supplies 
furnished,  before  such  payment 

Resolved^  That  when  any  oflScer,  or  other  agent  of 
the  Government,  shall  fail  to  settle  his  accounts  with- 
in the  period  prescribed  therefor,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary,  or  the  head  of  the  Department  in 
which  it  shall  occur,  to  dismiss  such  oflScer  immedi- 
ately, and  in  those  cases  where  the  power  to  dismiss 
is  not  in  the  head  of  the  Department,  it  is  hereby 
made  his  duty  to  report  such  case  to  the  President, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  dismiss  such  officer  or  agent 
from  the  service  of  the  Government 

Retolved,  That  the  President  may,  for  the  payment 
of  pensions,  military  pay,  and  supplies,  order  such  ad- 
vances to  be  miide  as  the  public  service  may  imperi- 
ously require,  and  shall  have  like  power  to  order  such 
necessary  advances  as  the  public  good  may  imperi- 
ously require  in  the  remoter  points  of  the  United 
States,  or  without  the  United  States,  but  no  such  ad- 
vances shall  be  made  on  contracts  hereafter  to  be 
made  with  the  Government ;  all  advances  made  under 
this  authority  shall  be  accounted  for  within  the  period 
prescribed,  and  shall,  on  failure,  be  subject  to  th6 
penalties  prescribed  in  other  cases. 

Besolveif  That  all  officers,  agents,  or  contraotors, 
of  the  Government,  shall,  if  within  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  settle  their  accounts  once 
in  every  quarter ;  if  within  four  hundred  miles,  in  four 
months ;  if  widiin  five  hundred,  five  months ;  if 
within  the  United  States,  six  months.  And  all  such, 
officers  or  agents  of  the  Government,  to  whom  it  may 
be  necessary  to  advance  money  without  the  United 
States,  shall  be  held  to  make  settlement  in  three 
months  after  their  return  to  the  United  States. 

JUsolvtd^  That  the  President  and  heads  of  Depart- 
ments apply  these  principles,  in  an  equitable  manner, 
to  all  persons  now  indebted  to  the  UnitM  States. 

Mr.  B.  explained  brieflv  his  views  in  offering 
the  resolutions,  and  oonduded  by  moving  that 
the  same  be  laid  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Appropriation  Bill. 
The  House  then  agreed  to  resume  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1822 ; 
and  the  immediate  question  was,  upon  a  concur- 
rence with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  strik- 


ing out  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the 
Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  concluded  his  speech  of  yester- 
day, and  c^ed  for  tiie  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question ;  which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  make  no  apol- 
ogy for  rising  to  address  the  House  upon  the 
present  occasion.  The  character  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  said,  had  been  attacked,  and  her  views 
had  been  misrepresented,  by  honorable  gentle- 
men upon  this  floor ;  and  he  should  feel  himself 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
as  one  of  her  representatives,  if^  after  what  had 
been  said,  he  were  not  to  stand  forth  in  her  de- 
fence. 

As  it  often  happened,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  men 
are  most  afflicted  by  imaginary  diseases,  so  it 
occurs  that  they  most  dread  imaginary  dangers. 
This  has  heen  tiie  case  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones.)  He  has  heen  grappling 
with  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  though  she 
stood  ready  to  hurl  the  mountain  into  the  Cum- 
berland road,  described  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Bayly,)  and  he  were  the  Atlas 
who  could  sustain  it  upon  his  shoulders,  and 
thus  make  the  attempt  unavailing.  This  fancy 
of  the  gentleman  has  produced  an  excellent 
speech.  Indeed,  without  much  imagination  and 
ardor  of  feeling  there  can  be  but  little  eloquence. 
Let  me,  however,  assure  that  gentleman  and  this 
House,  that  neither  Pennsylvania  nor  her  repre- 
sentatives dream  of  the  destruction  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  JoNsa,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Har- 
din,) have  ingeniously  attempted  to  connect  the 
grant  of  this  appropriation  with  the  preservation 
or  destruction  of  this  road.  They  have  asked 
us  if  we  will  now  destroy  that  great  national 
work— if  we  will  close  the  avenues  which  keep 
the  intercourse  open  between  the  East  and  the 
West  I  answer,  we  will  not.  We  all  admit 
that  the  road  should  be  preserved.  The  question 
now  to  be  determined  by  this  House,  is  not 
whether  the  road  shall  be  destroyed,  but  by 
whom  shall  it  be  repaired?  whether  by  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  people  who  use,  and 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  constructed.  The 
National  Government  have  made  the  road  at  an 
expense  of  $1,000,000.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  about  the  ex- 
istence of  a  compact  for  that  purpose,  it  now 
appears  that  five-sixths  of  this  enormous  expen- 
diture has  been  pure  bounty.  It  has  been 
stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  the  two  per 
cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales  of 
lands  of  Ohio,  which  was  the  sum  pledged  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  road,  does  not  exceed 
$800,000.  The  United  States  then,  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cumberland  road,  have  been 
actuated  by  the  most  liberal  policy  towards  the 
people  of  the  West 

What  has  been  the  principal  argument  urged 
by  gentiemen  friendly  to  this  appropriation,  to 
induce  us  to  keep  the  road  in  repair?  In  my 
opinion  it  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  which 
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has  erer  teen  preBented  to  this  Hotise.  Say 
they,  because  yon  have  made  the  road,  yoa 
shoold,  therefore,  be  at  the  expense  of  supporting 
it.  Is  not  this  a  oonclasion  directly  the  reverse 
of  one  which  would  naturally  flow  from  the 
premises?  If  we  haye  been  so  generous  as  to 
make  a  road  for  you,  ought  you  not,  at  least,  to 
keep  it  in  repair?  If  tolls  could  not  be  col- 
lected upon  it  sufficient  for  its  preservation,  there 
would  be  some  force  in  the  argument  This, 
however,  is  not  pretended.  Indeed,  we  should 
be  almost  induced  to  believe,  from  the  represen- 
tations of  its  friends,  if  we  did  not  know  to  the 
contrary,  that  it  was  the  only  road  which  con- 
nects the  West  with  the  East. 

In  what  estimation  would  an  individual  be 
held  who  had  received  as  a  free  gift  a  valuable 
fium,  if,  when,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  it  needed 
repairs,  he  should  demand  from  his  benefactor 
the  sum  which  they  might  cost,  and  assign  his 
generosity  in  conferring  the  original  bounty,  as 
a  reason  why  he  was  bound  to  satisfy  this,  new 
claim?  The  present  is  a  case  precisely  parallel 
with  the  one  now  before  the  House,  so  far  as  it 
goes.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  ^r. 
Haboin,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Jokes),  have  gone  still  further,  and  have 
attributed  not  only  to  my  colleagues  who  have 
heretofore  addressed  you  on  this  subject,  but  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  a  selfish 
and  illiberal  policy,  because  they  have  resisted 
this  unreasonable  demand.  With  what  justice 
the  charge  has  been  made  remains  for  this  House 
to  determine. 

Gentlemen  have  instituted  comparisons  be- 
tween the  amount  of  public  money  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the  East  and 
in  the  West  As  a  present  consolation  for  the 
disparity  in  this  respect,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Habdin)  supposes  to  exist 
in  fJEkVor  of  the  East,  he  has  predicted  that  the 
day  will  ere  long  arrive  when  the  weight  of 
power  shall  be  transferred  to  the  West.  It  is 
because  my  feelings  are  all  friendly  to  that  por- 
tion of  our  Union,  that  I  dislike  to  hear  such 
sentiments  from  sources  so  respectable.  Gentle- 
men, without  intending  it  I  am  convinced,  have 
been  thus  endeavoring  to  excite  iealousies  be- 
tween people,  whose  feelings  and  whose  com- 
mon interests  are  both  precisely  the  same. 

With  what  justice  has  it  been  contended  by 
gentlemen,  that  the  money  expended  in  the 
construction  of  a  navy,  has  been  exclusively  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Union  ? 
Although  it  is  now  generally  admitted  that  a 
navy  is  the  best  defence  for  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  yet  it  is  peculiarly  the  bulwark  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 
The  extent  of  coast  upon  the  Atlantic,  would 
render  it  impracticable  for  any  hostile  naval 
force  altogether  to  prevent  us  from  sending  a 
portion  of  our  produce  to  market ;  but  let  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  be  blockaded  by  a 
force  of  that  description,  superior  to  our  own, 
and,  I  ask,  what  will  become  of  all  the  surplus 
agricultural  productions  of  the  vast  and  fertile 


valley  watered  by  that  river  and  its  tributary 
streams?  The  truth  is,  we  are  all  so  connect- 
ed together  by  our  interest,  as  to  place  us  in  a 
state  of  mutual  dependence  upon  each  other, 
and  to  make  that  which  is  for  the  interest  of 
any  one  member  of  the  federal  family  benefi- 
cial, in  most  instances,  to  all  the  rest  We 
never  can  be  divided  without  first  being  guilty 
of  political  suicide.  The  prosperity  of  all  the 
States  depends  as  much  upon  their  Union  as  the 
human  life  depends  upon  that  of  the  soul  and 
the  body. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  about  the  illiber- 
ality  of  whose  views  on  this  subject  so  much 
has  been  said,  never  has  acted  towards  you  in 
the  manner  those  interested  in  the  Cumberland 
road  have  done.  Had  you  advanced  us  the 
money  to  construct  a  road  which  would  have 
been  advantageous  to  our  citizens  generally, 
you  should  never  afterwards  have  been  askea 
to  advance  money  to  keep  it  in  repair.  We 
should  have  considered  such  a  request  both 
ungrateful  and  unjust  The  citizens  of  that 
State,  with  the  aid  which  she  has  liberally  be- 
stowed, have  already  completed  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven  miles  of  turnpike  road,  of 
which  about  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  are  of 
solid  stone.  Laws  have  been  passed  for  the 
construction  of  seven  hundred  and  fourteen 
miles  more.  The  State  has  expended  upon  these 
objects  $1,861,642,  and  individuals,  $4,158,347. 
One  of  these  roads  runs  nearly  parallel  with 
the  Oumberland  road,  and  ccmnects  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  with  that  of  PitJsburg.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  two  years  ago,  found 
this  road  to  be  a  bad  one.  The  temper  of 
mind  with  which  people  travel  has  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  their  judgment  of  the  road,  and  I 
fear  this  cause  has  operated,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, upon  the  mind  of  my  honorable  friend. 

It  is  expected  that  this  road,  as  well  as  all  oth- 
ers of  the  same  kind  in  Pennsylvania,  shall  not 
OEdy  support  itself,  but  yield  some  small  divi- 
dend upon  the  stock  subscribed  for  its  construc- 
tion. I  ask,  then,  with  what  justice  towards 
that  State  can  you  repair  the  Oumberland  road 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  make  it  perfectly  free  ? 
Even  after  you  shall  have  placed  toll  gates  upon 
it,  there  will  be  no  fair  competition.  No  more 
toll  will  be  collected  upon  it  than  will  be  neces- 
sary for  its  preservation,  whilst  our  road,  in 
addition  to  that  amount,  must  pay  an  interest 
to  the  State,  and  to  the  stockholders.  With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  Pennsylvania  be  cen- 
sured for  maintaining  the  principle,  that  those 
who  travel  upon  the  Oumberland  road,  and  are 
most  interested  in  its  preservation,  should  keep 
it  in  repair.  She  does  not  deserve,  at  your 
hands,  that  you  should  give  a  premium  out  of 
the  public  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  divert- 
ing ti*avellers  away  from  her  roao,  and  inducing 
them  to  use  another  which  is  in  no  respect 
superior.  It  will  not  be  denied  but  that,  in 
times  of  trial,  she  has  both  fought  and  paid 
with  as  much  alacrity  as  any  other  State  in  the 
Union. 
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Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said,  I  be- 
lieve, as  firmly  as  I  do  in  mj  existence,  that  the 
Mends  of  this  road  might  with  safety  retrocede 
it  to  Pennsylvania.  It  would  not  be  delivering 
up  the  lamb  to  the  wol^  to  use  the  expression 
01  an  honorable  gentleman.  Pennsylvania  is 
now  no  more  governed  by  a  selfish  policy,  than 
when  she  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  soil 
over  which  the  rpad  passes.  She  then  under- 
stood her  true  interest  as  well  as  now.  There 
certainly  has  been  nothing  in  her  conduct  since, 
which  could  induce  a  rational  belief  that  she 
would  destroy  this  great  public  work,  if  it  were 
placed  in  her  power.  In  that  case  she  would 
do  nothing  more  than  impose  a  toll  upon  it, 
sufficient  to  create  a  fair  competition  between 
it  and  her  own  road ;  and  then  leave  the  pub- 
lic to  decide  which  they  would  use.  We  do 
not,  however,  ask  for  a  retrocession;  all  we 
desire  is,  that  the  road  may  hereafter  support 
itself,  and  not  be  a  perpetual  drain  upon  the 
public  treasury. 

The  existence  of  this  road,  I  can  assure  gen- 
tlemen, is  not  a  subject  of  such  alarm  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  nor  to  her  metropolis, 
as  they  suppose.  Whilst  Philadelphia  shall  de- 
serve the  character  which  she  has  so  justly  ac- 
auired  for  commercial  integrity,  she  will  always 
find  customers  in  the  West,  no  matter  over 
what  road  they  may  travel  Her  experience 
has  already  proved  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 
It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  both  for  the  sake 
of  her  merchants  and  those  of  the  West,  that, 
hereafter,  the  latter  may  be  able  to  comply 
with  their  contracts  better  than  they  have  done 
heretofore.  In  making  this  observation,  I  have 
not  the  most  remote  intention  of  giving  offence, 
because  I  know  that  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  people  of  the  West  arose  from  causes, 
the  operation  of  which  they  did  not  at  first 
foresee,  and  could  not  afterwards  control. 

We  have  all,  then,  arrived  at  this  conclusion, 
that  the  road  shall  not  be  suffered  to  go  to  ruin. 
Whatever  doubts  may  at  present  be  enter- 
tained, either  of  the  policy  of  its  original  con- 
struction or  location,  about  which  I  have  my 
own  opinion,  we  must  not  now  aUow  it  to  be  de- 
stroyed. Before  toll  can  with  justice  be  de- 
manded from  travellers,  it  must  be  repaired. 
The  mountain,  which  it  is  said  has  slid  down 
into  it,  must  be  removed.  From  motives  of 
generosity  to  people  of  the  West,  and  not  of 
justice,  I  am,  therefore,  free  to  acknowledge, 
that  I  am  willing  a  provision  shall  be  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  for  the  collection  of  tolls, 
appropriating  to  the  road  this  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  $9,194  25.  After,  however,  we  shall 
have  given  them  that  amount  and  our  blessing, 
it  should  be  explicitly  understood  that  we  shidl 
never  again  hear  any  more  demands  for  money 
from  that  quarter  on  the  same  account 

Mr.  Batlt,  of  Maryland,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  not  heretofore  occupied  as  much  of  your 
time  upon  the  fioor  as  some  other  gentlemen 
have  done,  but  f^all,  upon  this  question,  give 
yon  a  little  of  my  slang.    I  consider  this  road  a 


great  national  object.  Some  gentlemen  take 
the  liberty  of  talking  a  great  deal  without 
knowing  much  of  the  subject,  and  some  of  the 
newspapers  have  styled  this  tihe  wisest  Con- 
gress we  have  ever  had ;  and,  if  being  dilatory 
in  action  is  a  mark  of  wisdom,  it  is  eminently 
entitled  to  that  appellation — ^in  truth,  we  are  a 
talking  people,  and  take  a  long  time  to  consider 
upon  Uie  most  trifiing  appropriation.  What  ie 
this  $9,000,  compared  with  its  object?  Let  ub 
give  it  to  them  to  make  a  good  road,  which  will 
&cilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  East  and 
the  West,  and  diffuse  knowledge.  Some  of  our 
brothers  in  the  West  must  stand  in  need  of  in- 
telligence, otherwise  they  would  not  oppose  the 
completion  of  this  road.  If  we  have  not  the 
means  of  communication,  we  shall  in  time  b^ 
come  divided,  and  think  we  have  separate  and 
distinct  interests.  The  Union  cannot  be  pre- 
served, except  by  commercial  intercourse,  azhl 
a  free  and  easy  commerce  will  always  keep  us 
united.  Why  was  Alexander  called  "Alexan- 
der the  Great?"  Not  solely  because  he  con- 
quered the  world,  but  because  he  connected 
together  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  a  grand 
commercial  system — ^he  built  Alexandria,  and 
associated  his  name  with  the  great  system  of 
international  knowledge  and  profit,  of  which  he 
was  the  author.  That  is  the  true  reason  he  has 
been  universally  called  the  Great.  Nations 
whose  interests  are  not  united  by  commerce, 
become  prejudiced,  and  despise  and  kill  eadi 
other. 

Pennsylvania,  from  her  opposition,  would 
seem  more  willing  to  put  a  mountain  in  the 
middle  of  the  Cumberland  road,  than  to  repair 
it.  A  large  portion  of  that  State  does  not,  nor 
never  did,  like  this  road;  that  is,  the  Pittsburg 
interest  does  not,  because  it  does  not  pass 
through  that  town.  Is  this  road  exclusively 
advantageous  to  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Philadelphia?  That  is  the  question  with  them. 
I  am  myself  perfectly  disinterested,  living  upon 
the  Atlantic,  having  never  been  on  this  road, 
and  perhaps  never  shall,  for  I  have  no  intention 
as  yet  of  becoming  an  emigrant,  and  regret 
that,  at  present,  such  a  mania  prevails  in  the 
Atlantic  States,  of  sinkmg  fortunes  in  the  west- 
em  wilds ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  time, 
the  tide  will  change,  and  these  emigrants  will 
see  their  error,  and  wish  to  return  to  the  de- 
lightful land  of  their  fathers,  and  then  let  them 
have  a  good  road  and  bridges  to  facilitate  their 
return.  The  distinctions  of  Northern,  Eastern, 
and  Western,  or  men  of  the  woods,  should  be 
deprecated.  We  should  be  but  one  people, 
Americans — and  this  desirable  object  is  to  be 
attained  and  preserved  only  by  keeping  up  an 
easy  and  comfortable  communication,  and  re- 
ciprocating benefits  and  favors  to  one  another, 
and  then  we  shall  find  that  we  think,  feel,  and 
speak  alike.  Ecod  1  then  we  shall  be  very  good 
friends.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  only  speak  in  the 
language  of  our  brethren  from  the  West.  This 
is  a  great  national  object,  and  connected  with 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  which  can 
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be  easily  effected,  will  unite,  hj  an  easy  pas- 
sage, the  Western  country  with  the  whole  At- 
lantic coast  New  York  is  cutting  a  magnifi- 
cent canal,  for  which  she  is  entitled  to  great 
credit,  but  some  of  her  great  men  here  think 
that  it  goes  round  the  world,  and  that  no  other 
nationsu  improvement  is  worthy  consideration. 
Her  politics  seem  to  be  bounded  by  De  Witt 
Clinton  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  all  public . 
improvements  to  end  with  this  canal.  She  has 
wise  men  too,  wiser,  no  doubt,  than  she  has 
sent  here  for  these  two  or  three  years.  How- 
ever, that  State  is  great  in  resources,  but  she 
has  received  a  little  help  in  making  her  canal 
by  her  salt,  and  Saratoga  waters,  and  tax  upon 
travellers  in  steamboats.  But  this  has  not 
much  to  do  with  the  subject.  This  road  ought 
to  be  repaired,  and  then  kept  up  by  a  toll. 
There  should  likewise  be  a  good  bridge  over 
the  Monongahela;  and,  instead  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  build  a  wooden  one,  there 
should  be  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  to 
make  a  ^ood  substantial  stone  bridge— a  good 
road,  bndg^,  and  canals,  connecting  the  East 
with  the  West,  will  enable  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  lend  speedy  aid  and  assistance  to 
each  other,  when  they  shall  stand  in  need  in 
the  hour  of  battle. 

The  objection  against  making  this  appropria- 
tion upon  constitutional  ground,  comes  too 
late;  the  road  and  bridges  are  nearly  finished, 
and  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  have 
been  sanctioned  by  Presidents  Jefferson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe,  and  by  many  Congresses. 
There  is,  however,  now,  rarely  an  appropria- 
tion that  can  be  thought  of,  but  some  gentle- 
man has  constitutional  scruples,  and  one  would 
suppose  that,  in  Virginia,  from  the  nice  scru- 
ples manifested  by  some  of  her  members,  that 
it  is  there  thought  to  be  unconstitutional  to 
have  or  to  travel  upon  a  good  road.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  had  merely  risen  to  assist  his 
Western  brethren,  that  he  had  not  any  personal 
interest  in  the  business,  and  that  he  believed 
that  the  gentleman  from  Richmond  here,  (who 
sat  before  him,)  was  in  the  same  situation,  and 
that  he  hoped  that  he  would  lay  aside  his  con-* 
stitutional  scruples,  and  lend  his  assistance.    . 

Mr.  Chambebs,  of  Chio,  observed,  that  he 
regretted  much  to  rise  at  that  period  of  the 
debate,  and  swell  the  list  of  speakers  on  the 
subject  before  the  House,  but,  lest  he  should  be 
thought  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the  present 
question,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks against  a  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  repairing  the  Cumberland  road. 
He  was  the  more  induced  so  to  do,  from  ob- 
serving so  great  an  opposition  in  many  parts  of 
the  House  to  granting  this  pittance,  which, 
although  deemed  of  immense  importance  in 
promoting  the  views  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West,  was  so  small  as  scarcely  to  be 
worth  contending  for.  We  do  not  claim  this 
appropriation  as  a  matter  of  absolute  right,  but 
appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  representatives 


of  this  nation  for  a  small  share  of  the  general 
benefits.  He  hoped  that,  independent  of  con- 
stitutional objections,  which  he  would  not  now 
argue,  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the 
road,  and  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  repair, 
which  could  be  timeously  effected  in  no  other 
way,  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  representatives  of  this  nation 
to  maintain  this  work,  heretofore  generally 
considered  as  of  a  national  character. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he 
should  have  given  a  silent  vote,  had  not  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jonss)  chal- 
lenged those  who  were  opposed  to  this  appro- 
priation to  give  the  reasons  for  their  opposition. 

He  had  constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation;  the 
advocates  of  the  appropriation  had  obviously 
confounded  the  power  of  the  State  and  Gene- 
ral Governments,  as  well  as  the  constitutional- 
ity andpolicy  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  w.  observed,  that  the  subject-matter  of 
the  present  discussion  was  a  branch  of  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  internal  improvements;  that 
these  were  physical  or  moral ;  that  the  first 
head  comprehended  roads,  bridges,  and  canals ; 
and  the  second,  literary  institutions,  religious 
and  scientific  establishments,  corporations  for 
mechanical,  manufacturing,  charitable,  and  oth- 
er purposes,  calculated  to  enlighten  the  public 
mind,  improve  the  morals,  invigorate  the  in- 
dustry, and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  society. 

The  real  question,  therefore,  before  the  com- 
mittee w&%  have  Congress  the  power  to  legis- 
late upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvements 
within  the  States? 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  in  justification  of  the  vote  he  should 
give  on  the  question  before  the  committee ;  it  was 
not  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  but  the 
constitutional  principle  that  would  be  violated, 
that  rendered  it  important — ^that  he  had  barely 
suggested  the  outline  of  an  argument  without 
detail  or  illustration — that,  to  save  the  time  of 
the  House,  he  forbore  to  enter  further  into  the 
subject.  He  repeated  that  these  were  his  views 
of  the  constitution,  which  he  was  bound  to  sup- 
port, and  that  the  advocates  of  the  appropria- 
tion must  either  remove  his  objections  or  excuse 
his  vote. 

Messrs.  Pluhsb  of  New  Hampshire,  Rsm, 
Rhea,  Milnob,  and  SEBaEANT,  expressed  their 
opinions  in  favor  of  the  concurrence ;  and 
Messrs.  Ross,  Wbioht,  Habdin,  Nelson  of 
of  Maryland,  Stewart,  and  Smith  of  Mary* 
land,  against  it ;  when  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  concurrence 
— ^yeas  105,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

YsAa — Messrs.  Alexander,  ABen  of  Massachnsetts, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Borland,  Brown,  Bndianan, 
Burrows,  Burton,  Oambreleng,  Cannon,  Cassedy, 
Cocke,  Colden,  Condiot,  Conkling,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticnt,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enstis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Fuller,   Garoett,  Gebhaxd,  Gilmer,  Giiit| 
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Gorham,  Gross,  Hawks,  HemphiU,  Hobsr^  Hooks, 
Habbard,  Keys,  Eirkland,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lin- 
coln, Long,  McCarty,  McCoy,  McDnffie,  McNeill, 
McSherry,  Matlaok,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Milnor,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania,  Mo]> 
gan,  Murray,  Kelson  of  Vixginia,  Overstreet,  Phillips, 
Pierson,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
^Ivania,  Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Russell, 
Sanders,  Sergeant,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Stevenson,  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Vance, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  Whipple, 
White,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
son, Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Wonnan. 

Nay«. — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barstow,  Bay- 
lies,- Bayly,  Brockenridge,  Butler,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Chambers,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton, Dwieht,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Heirick,  Hill,  Hol- 
combe,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes, 
Mallary,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Montgomery,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson  of  Maiyhmd,  New,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Mary- 
land, Ross,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith, 
J.  S.  Smith,  Stewart,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson,  Trim- 
ble, Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WiUiamson,  Wood- 
son, and  Wright 

Wednesday,  April  10 
FroWnUon  upon  Members  of  Congress  to  re- 
ceive Office.  Contract^  or  JSmphyment^  from 
the  Federal  Oovemment, 
Mr.  MrroHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Whereas  an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1808,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  public  contracts,^' 
has  been  so  construed  as  to  sanction  the  appointment 
of  members  of  Congress  to  divers  public  employ- 
ments, agencies,  or  trust,  by  the  authority  of  £xecu-> 
tive  officers  of  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  on 
the  purity  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  their  freedom  from  Executive  influence, 
depend  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  durabil- 
ity, soundness,  and  integrity  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution ! 

JUtoived,  therefore,  That  the  Judidaiy  Committee 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  member  of  Congress,  whUe  he  continues 
as  such,  from  executing  or  holding  any  employment, 

rcy,  or  trust,  in  behalf  of,  or  anywise  concerning. 
Government,  either  political,  legal,  or  profes- 
sional, to  which  the  said  member  may  be  appointed, 
by  any  Executive  officer  of  the  United  States. 

Satubday,  April  18. 
Public  Accounts, 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  went 
into  consid^ation  of  the  bill  entitled  an  act,  in 
adition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  providing  for 
tJie  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts ;  when 
Mjr.  Rich  proposed  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill: 

Sac.  2.  And  be  itfmihir  enacted,  That,  whenever, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  before  mentioned,  a 


diiSerenoe  of  opinion  shall  arise  between  accounting 
officers,  as  to  we  extent  of  the  credits  to  be  allowed 
under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  such  case  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  d^e  ^retaiy  of  War,  whose  decision  shall 
be  conclusive.  And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
the  said  Secretary,  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement,  comprising  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
accounts  shall  have  been  settled  the  preceding  year, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  the  credit 
of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expenditures,  and 
upon  oUier  evidence  than  such  as  is  prescribed  by  pre- 
existing laws  and  regulations. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  falsely,  touching  tiie 
expenditure  of  public  money,  or  in  support  of  any 
cl^m  against  the  United  States,  he,  or  she,  shall, 
upon  conviction  thereof^  boSbt  as  for  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt peijuiy. 

Mr.  CooKB  moved  that  the  bill,  together  with 
the  amendments,  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich  opposed  the  motion ;  to  whom  Mr. 
Cooke  replied. 

Mr.  MoGoT  opposed  the  motion,  and  inci- 
dentally supported  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Newton 
gave  the  bill  his  decided  approbation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  amendments  submitted  by  Mr. 
Rich,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  went  into  consideration  of  a  bill  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and,  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  8mith, 
of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  April  16. 
Military  Peace  Establishmmt. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  it  has  been  asked  what  has 
been  done  for  the  ojfficers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army?  To  this  it  has  been  answered,  that 
every  thing  promised  has  been  paid.  Congress 
made  ample  provision  by  giving  a  bounty  in 
land — one-quarter  section  to  eadi  soldier  who 
enlisted  under  the  first  act,  and  one-half  section 
to  each  soldier  who  enlisted  under  the  second 
act,  for  five  years  or  during  the  war,  besides 
bounty  in  money,  subsistence,  pay,  and  cloth- 
ing ;  all  these  things  the  soldiers  merited.  The 
United  States  of  America  have  always  bounti- 
fully rewarded  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their 
army.  Witness  the  law  giving  pensions  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army. 
But  it  is  intimated  that  the  bounty  land  given 
to  the  soldiers  is  not  good ;  if  that  oe  true,  it  is 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  Government.  Con- 
gress provided  by  law  that  the  bounty  land  be 
fit  for  cultivation ;  if  it  is  not,  some  mode  will 
be  adopted  to  discover  how  that  is,  and  who 
has  been  the  cause  of  it. 

It  is  often  urged  that^  to  preserve  peace,  a 
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nation  most  be  prepared  for  war.  On  this 
proposition  an  inqnirj  arises — at  what  time  will 
war  be?*  What  is  the  adeqna^  measure  of 
preparation  ?  The  existing  nations  of  Earope, 
great  and  powerful  several  of  them,  in  them- 
selres,  and  respectively  coodguous  to,  and  sur- 
TooDded  by,  powerful  nations,  are  compelled,  by 
the  principle  of  self-preservation,  to  retain  and 
keep  large  and  nnmeroos  standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace ;  other  reasons,  showing  why  the 
roling  powers  of  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
compelled  to  keep  large  and  numerous  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  can  be  stated.  The 
existence  of  standing  armies  in  Europe  did  not 
always  obtain — ^the  overflowing  nations  of  the 
NortL  in  the  decline  of  the  Boman  Empire, 
poured  their  swarms  from  the  northern  hive 
into  the  provinces  of  that  empire,  and  even  into 


*  This  la  ft  T6ry  pertinent  question,  and  may  find  its  an- 
av«r  in  our  past  history.  We  have  been  seTenty-fonr  years 
an  acknowledged  independent  people,  and  in  that  time  hare 
had  two  years  of  war  with  a  European  power,  and  that  aboye 
torij  years  ago^  and  no  prospect  of  one  now.  Upon  the 
same  basla,  and  taking  time  alone  as  the  element  of  caloula^ 
tion,  and  it  should  be  seventy-four  yeaxs  befbre  we  should 
have  more  than  two  years  ot  another  European  war.  But 
time  is  no  longer  the  rule  to  go  by.  The  world  is  changed, 
and  the  disposition  of  the  only  European  power  with  whom 
we  hare  ever  had  war  has  ohanged  also.  European  govem- 
ments,  fi>rmerly  so  prone  to  war,  now  cherish  peace.  The 
boalneas  populations  of  the  great  powers,  formerly  without 
a  Toice  in  the  great  questions  of  peace  and  war,  now  control 
both,  and  will  haye  no  interruption  to  their  Industrial  pur- 
suits except  Ibr  Just  cause:  and  there  cannot  be  any  Just 
cause  for  war  between  the  United  States  and  any  European 
power.  Oreat  Britain  alone,  of  all  the  European  powers, 
haa  eyer  had  a  war  with  us,  and  her  disposition  has  entirely 
changed  with  respect  to  na.  After  the  Beyolution,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  war  of  1818,  there  was  resentment  and  morti- 
fication with  respect  to  us,  and  a  temper  to  wrong  or  degrade 
us ;  and  many  questions  of  national  concern  to  settle— im- 
pressment, boundaries,  and  inteiferonce  with  our  Indians. 
All  this  is  goneu  The  only  competition  between  the  two 
nations  now  la  that  of  emulation  in  works  of  honor  and  kind* 
neia  to  each  other ;  and  the  conyictlon  is  universal  among 
the  governments  and  the  people  of  each  power,  that  their 
own  Interest,  and  that  of  the  dvlllzed  world,  requires  them 
to  be  at  peace.  And  that  Is  the  sentiment  of  all  the  great 
powers.  There  is,  then,  no  chance  for  a  European  war  for 
us  within  the  scope  and  scan  of  human  vision.  On  our  own 
eontinent  there  is  no  chance,  either  with  foreign  States,  or 
with  Indian  tribea,  for  any  thing  that  can  be  called  a  war. 
Our  own  Indians,  onoe  so  formidable,  have  become  ol:|)eets 
of  military  contempt  Thus,  there  is  no  prospect  before  us 
bat  that  of  peace  with  the  worid ;  and  all  the  old  saws,  onoe 
ao  sage— "in  peace  prqwre  for  war  "—belong  to  a  procession 
which  has  passed  by,  never  to  return ;  and  ii;  by  any  per- 
yexae  management,  there  should  be  war  with  any  power,  it 
would  not  be  the  doughty  peace  preparations  which  would 
terminate  it,  but  the  extemporaneous  explosion  of  the  vol- 
unteer system  which  belongs  to  the  genius  of  our  people- 
volunteer  troops  on  land,  volunteer  privateers  on  the  ocean. 
The  money  now  spent  in  our  preparationa  for  war— building 
aoipe  to  rot,  and  learning  men  to  fight  who  will  die  In  their 
beda,  and  perfecting  weapons  which  are  only  used  in  killing 
each  othei^ls  the  ghost  of  what  was  wisdom  onoe,  and  the 
xeality  of  what  is  folly  now. 


Italy  itself  and  ultimately  rending  in  pieces  that 
Empire,  established  new  governments  therein, 
bottomed  on  the  feudal  system.  The  power  of 
the  leaders,  and  of  those  named  barons,  became 
obnoxious  to  the  chief.  Jealousies  arose,  and 
finally  the  power  of  the  barons  was  put  down 
by  various  ways,  and  the  power  of  the  chief 
became  paramount ;  to  maintain  that  power,  as 
well  at  home  as  abroad,  standing  armies  became 
necessary ;  and,  although  but  Sttle  at  the  be- 
ginning, they  have  increased  greatly  in  Europe, 
and  at  this  time  are  deemed  necessary  to  keep 
in  subjection  the  unarmed  million,  and  to  sup- 
port power  over  those  called  subjects,  and  to 
perpetuate  their  subjection.  Between  govern- 
ments east  of  the  Atlantic,  and  tliat  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  there  is  no  similitude 
—east  of  the  Atlantic  the  people  are  subjects, 
not  sovereign,  and  receive  the  law;  in  the 
United  States  of  America  the  people  are  the 
sovereign,  and  give  the  law ;  that  is,  they  or- 
dain and  make  constitutions  and  enact  laws  for 
their  government  and  when  ordauied  and  en- 
acted, they  are  the  constitutions  and  laws  of 
freemen. 

We  are  told  frequently,  and  politicians  repeat 
and  repeat,  "  that,  to  preserve-  peace,  we  must 
be  prepared  for  war ; "  so  many  talks  have  been 
made,  within  two  or  three  days  past,  about 
preparing  for  war.  that  I  have  been,  said  Mr. 
R.,  almost  persuaded  that  we  are  about  to  be 
immediately  at  war  with  some  power.  We 
are  told  that,  to  preserve  peace,  we  must  be 
prepared  for  war.  If  so,  then,  when  wiU  war 
be,  and  with  whom  ?  What  is,  or  shall  be,  the 
niMse^ary  measure  of  preparation  ?  With  any 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  there  is  no  probability 
that  the  United  States  will  soon  be  at  war. 
The  nations  and  powers  of  Europe  have  busi- 
ness of  their  own  to  attend  to,  and  to  keep 
them  engaged  in  preserving  their  European  re- 
latiolis.  The  differences  existing  between  Bus- 
sia  and  Turkey,  and  the  mighty  efforts  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  Greeks  to  liberate  themselves 
from  Ottoman  despotism,  engage  tiie  attention 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  An  invasion  by 
an  army  of  any  European  power  tibe  United 
States  need  not  be  apprehensive  of.  The  days 
of  such  invasion  are  past.  In  respect  to  being 
prepared  for^war,  as  relates  to  this  bill,  the 
proposition  argues  nothing ;  the  present  Military 
Establishment  consists  of  about  six  thousand 
men— -they  are  scattered  in  positions  over  the 
United  States  from  east  to  west,  from  north  to 
south,  extending  as  far  as  the  territories  of  this 
republican  empire  do  extend,  and  for  that 
reason,  to  an  immediate  resistance  of  invasion, 
cannot  be  effectual  It  has  been  said,  ^^Let 
gentlemen  of  the  South  look  to  a  servile  war.'* 
What  an  insinuation  is  tiiis— look  to  a  servile 
war  I  From  whence,  and  from  whom  ?  The 
idea  of  a  servile  war  never  ought  to  be  clothed 
with  words.  The  constitutional  principles  of 
our  Government  are  not  better  understood  than 
they  ought  to  be.  This  is  not  a  consolidated 
Government— it  is  a  Goyemment  consisting  of 
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twenty-four  confederated  States,  all  Bovereign- 
ties,  independent  of  each  other — each  one  hav- 
ing a  distinct  oonstitntion  for  its  own  internal 
government;  bnt  by  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
Union  bound  together  as  one  nation,  for  their 
general  welfare.  The  citizens  of  all  the  States, 
in  their  constitutional  union,  are  the  sovereign, 
and  the  dtizens  of  each  State  are  the  sovereign 
in  that  State,  for  the  internal  regnlations  there- 
of pursuant  to  their  respective  constitutions, 
not  contravening  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  defence  of  this  nation  is  confided 
to  the  General  Government,  but  not  originally 
in  every  case.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution  provides  that  the 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in 
l^is  Union  a  republican  form  of  Government, 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion, 
and,  on  application,  against  domestic  violence; 
but  each  State,  in  case  of  invasion,  has,  in  re- 
spect to  its  own  safety,  a  particular  duty  to 
perform;  a  State  is  prohibited,  by  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  to 
engage  in  a  war,  unless  **'  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
delay."  The  constitution,  in  these  cases,  au- 
thorizes a  State  to  engage  in  war.  With  what 
forces  shall  a  State  engage  in  war?  Not  with 
the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  if  there 
be  any  within  its  limits.  An  ofiScer  command- 
ing regular  troops  of  the  United  States  might, 
in  the  first  instance,  refuse  the  orders  of  a  State 
authority.  With  whom,  and  with  what  de- 
scription of  force,  shall  a  State  make  war,  in 
case  of  sudden  invasion  or  immineut  danger, 
that  will  not  admit  of  delay  ?  With  the  mili- 
tia. I  repeat,  said  Mr.  R.,'with  the  militia, 
who  are  the  strong  bulwark  and  impregnable 
defence  of  this  nation ;  with  the  militia,  who 
first  must  meet  the  storm  of  invasion ;  with  the 
militia,  from  whom  is  drawn  all  the  materials 
of  a  regular  army ;  with  the  militia,  that  great 
body  of  citizens  who  work  for  all,  who  fight 
fpr  all,  and  who  ultimately  pay  all.  The  Oon- 
stitntion of  the  United  States  does  not  contem- 
plate a  regular  army,  except  in  tune  of  war ;  the 
constitutions  of  the  respective  States  declare 
standing  armies  dangerous  in  time  of  peace; 
that  principle  ought  not  to  be  contraaicted. 
Admit  the  contrary  to  prevail,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people  will  ultimately  be  prostrated. 
The  United  States  are  now  a  nation  of  armed 
citizens.  If  a  great  standing  army,  under  any 
pretence,  is  established  and  continued,  and  the 
citizens  are  loaded  with  taxes  of  any  description 
to  support  and  maintain  that  army,  they  will 
cease  to  be  a  nation  of  armed  freemen,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  will  be  prostrated  from 
their  sovereignty,  and  become  subjects.  The 
United  States  are  now  encumbered  with  a  large 
debt — some  of  it  is  the  residue  of  the  unpaid 
debt  incurred  by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
a  residue  of  that  incurred  in  the  late  war,  and 
for  other  items  of  national  expenditure.  The 
best  policy,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will,  without  a  system 


of  internal  revenue,  extinguish  that  debt.  The 
resources  of  this  nation,  arising  from  agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  are  great,  and  will,  if  not 
restricted,  in  a  few  years,  if  suflSdently  pro- 
tected, extinguish  that  debt ;  the  revenue  will 
be  relieved  from  pressure,  and  may  then  be  ap- 
plied to  any  useful  purpose.  To  provide  efiTect- 
ually  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  is  the  preparation  for  war.  The 
recollection  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
scarcity  of  money,  which  the  United  States 
had  to  meet  during  the  last  war,  ought  to  per- 
suade to  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures  as 
will,  without  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  con- 
duce to  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt  Let  it  be  remembered  that  a  public  debt, 
never  to  the  people  of  these  United  States  can 
be  a  public  blessing. 

When  "^^  R.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  senti- 
ments in  opposition  to  the  motion ;  when  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  negatived — 
ayes  41,  noes  89. 

On  motion  of  "^^  Williams,  of  North  Oaro- 
lina,  the  committee  rose  and  reported,  and  the 
House  acyonmed. 


Webnssdat,  April  17. 
Evjmom,  Territorial  Claims^  and  Oommercial 

Regulatiom  on  the  Northwest  ODost  o/Amer^ 

ica, 

A  Message  received  from  the  Prbsii>ent  of 
THE  Unitsd  Statbs  yesterday,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Bouse  o/R^areseiUativea  of  the  United  Statet: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  tho  Honse  of 
Represeotatives  of  the  16th  of  February  last,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  *'  to  com- 
municate to  that  Hoa«e  whether  any  foreign  Govern- 
ment has  made  any  claim  to  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  upon  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  north  of  the  42d  degree  of  latitude, 
and  to  what  extent ;  whether  any  regulations  haye 
been  made  by  foreign  powers,  afibcting  the  trade  on 
that  coast ;  and  how  it  affects  the  interest  of  this  re- 
public ;  and  whether  any  communications  have  been 
made  to  this  Government,  by  foreign  powers,  touch- 
ing the  contemplated  occupation  of  Columbia  lUver  ;* 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
containing  the  information  embraced  by  that  reso- 
lution. JAMES  MONROE. 
WAsmMOTov,  AprU  15,  1622. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Fbidat,  April  19. 
Affairs  in  Florida. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesident 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  qf  JRqfresentatives : 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
copies  of  sundry  papers  having  relation  to  the  trans- 
actions in  East  and  West  Florida,  which  have  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  since  my  Mes- 
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Mge  to  the  two  Hoiues  of  Congreai^  of  tbe  28th  of 
January  Uat^  together  with  oopiee  of  two  letters 
fifom  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  same  sabject 
JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHDroTOM,  April  18,  1822. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Tine  <md  Olive. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  part  of  the 
pnblio  lands  to  enoonrage  the  cultivation  of  the 
Tine  and  olive,  was  re&d.  a  third  time. 

Mr.  RAif Kur  presented  a  variety  of  consider- 
ations in  support  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
replied  to  inquiries  made  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Walwobth. 

Mr.  GiLMBB  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  enabled  the  purchasers  and  occupiers  of 
certain  parts  of  the  land  to  hold  the  same  at 
two  dollars  per  acre,  when  they  were  worth 
forty,  and  the  residue  of  the  lands  would  be 
useless  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cook  was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  same 
ground,  aud  he  added  that  tbe  individuals  who 
entered  into  the  association  well  understood 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  departed  from. 

Mr.  Tatlob  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  object  for  which  the  grant  was  origi- 
nally made.  To  encourage  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  and  olive  was  the  primary  object  of 
the  grant,  and,  without  the  provision  of  this 
bill,  he  believed  that  object  could  not  be  at- 
tained. 

Mr.  GnjcBB  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
On  this  motion  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  in- 
cidentally discussed  by  Messrs.  Gilmxb  and 
Alexakdbb  Smtth,  in  favor  of  the  recommit- 
ment, and  by  Messrs.  Bahkin,  Walwobth, 
Moobb  of  Alabama^  Mbbobb,  and  Bhba,  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  that  had  been  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Rankin,)  and 
hoped  the  bill  might  be  adopted  in  its  present 
shape. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  negatived ; 
aud  the  bill  was  finally  passed  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 


Sattjedat,  April  20. 
Military  Appropriatione, 

The  Hosse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1822. 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  Fort  Calhoun, 
on  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  same  was  put  and 
negatived  by  a  large  minority. 

Mr.  Butlbb,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 


amend  the  section  by  adding  thereto  a  clause, 
providing  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation 
should  be  applied  on  the  contract  made  with 
Eliiax  Mix,  on  the  25th  July,  1818. 

Mr.  Sawtbb  was  opposed  to  the  proviso,  but 
the  reasons  which  he  offered  could  not  be 
heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  also  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  regarded  it  as  going  to  declare 
a  dissolution  of  a  contract  which  Congress  had 
repeatedly  affirmed. 

Mr.  BuTLEB  contended  that  the  contract  was 
made  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  there  was  such  reason 
to  suspect  that  there  was  fraud  in  the  case,  as 
would  justify  us  in  withholding  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Boss  opposed  the  proviso,  not  only  on 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  but  also  on  the  princi- 
ple that,  Congress  having  recognized  the  con- 
tract, it  was  now  too  late  to  annul  it,  and  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment^  although 
he  had  been  opposed  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Tod  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject,  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
motion  negatived  by  a  large  minority ;  and  tbe 
blank  was  filled  as  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  appropriation  for  fortifying  Mobile  Point 
being  unaer  consideration, 

Mr.  CoGKB  moved  to  strike  out  the  section, 
and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  an  appropriation 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  collecting  materials 
for  that  fortification.  The  principle  on  which 
he  preferred  a  specific  appropriation  was,  that 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  for- 
tification at  Mobile  Point  had  not  been  applied 
to  that  object,  but  had  been  transferred  to  Col- 
onel Qratiot,  at  Norfolk,  and  he  referred  to 
documents  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  contended  that  the  money 
had  been  applied  to  the  great  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  he  examined  with 
minuteness  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  in  question.  Mr.  J.  also  adverted  to  the 
topics  that  had  been  drawn  into  discussion  yes- 
terday, and  contended  that  the  question,  wheth- 
er the  Secretary  had  assumed  an  undue  respon- 
sibility upon  himself  or  not,  ought  not  to  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CocKB  replied,  and  expressed  his  dissent 
to  the  justification  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Lonisiana,  (Mr.  Johnston,)  and  again  reviewed 
the  positions  he  had  taken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  facts 
in  relation  to  the  origin  and  changes  of  the 
contract  for  huilding  the  fortifications  at  Mobile 
Point,  and  made  a  general  exposition  of  the 
siibject  of  fortifications,  with  an  historical 
sketch  of  the  policy  that  had  been  pursued  for 
a  series  of  years,  in  their  erection  and  extent. 
He  also  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cooxb,)  and  intimated  an  opin- 
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ion  that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  United 
States  to  abandon  the  system  of  erecting  their 
fortifications  bj  contract. 

Mr.  Alexanosb  Smyth  thought  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cooke)  was  mistaken 
in  the  facts,  and  that  he  had  been  misled  bj 
the  similarity,  of  sums  to  suppose  that  a  trans- 
fer had  been  made  of  the  appropriation  for  Mo- 
bile Point.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was  incor- 
rect policy  to  make  specific  appropriations  to 
fortifications  by  name.  A  sum  should  be  desig- 
nated by  Congress  for  the  general  object,  and 
the  distribution  of  it  should  be  left  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  and  on  that  department 
the  responsibility  should  rest,  for  its  correct 
and  faithful  disbursement  and  application.  In 
reference  to  the  alleged  transfer,  he  remarked 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  absent  at  the 
time  the  fiscal  arrangement  was  entered  into— 
that  it  was  done  by  Sie  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Chief  of  the  Engineer  department  The  Secre- 
tary of  War,  said  he,  probably  approved  of  it 
subsequently,  but  the  responsibility,  whatever 
it  was,  seemed  to  rest  upon  the  President;  but 
the  money,  he  believed,  was  fairly  expended  in 
the  public  service,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  Tbaot  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  equivalent  to  an  ex- 
pression of  the  intention  of  the  House  to  dis- 
continue the  contract  for  building  the  fortifica- 
tion at  Mobile  Point ;  from  whidx  contract  he 
contended  the  United  States  was  fairly  ab- 
solved, for  the  work  was  to  have  been  com- 
pleted in  1821  by  the  terms  of  it.  He  also  ad- 
verted to  the  items  of  the  contract,  which  he 
thought  fully  proved  that  the  contract  was  dis- 
advantageous to  the  Government,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  continue  it  further  than  a  legal  lia- 
bility imposed  an  obligation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Muyland,  rose  to  correct  what 
he  thought  was  an  «rror  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  in  relation  to  the  agency 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  trans- 
action aUuded  to,  and  which  he  said  was  limit- 
ed to  the  transfer  of  the  money  from  De  Eusse 
to  Colonel  Gratiot. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  had  no  expecta- 
tion that  the  contract  would  be  fulfilled  by  Uie 
sureties  of  Colonel  Hawkins,  and  he  tiiought  it 
most  expedient  to  apply  the  appropriation  to 
the  procurement  of  materials,  which  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  only  mode  in  which  the  great 
object  was  most  likely  to  be  accomplished. 
Mr.  J.  was  unwilling  to  enter  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  because  that 
was  a  point  which  should  be  left  to  those  to 
whom  it  was  by  law  confided.  The  dangers  of 
dimate,  and  the  deamess  of  provision,  rendered 
labor  higher  at  Mobile  tiian  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  power  of  appropriation,  he  con- 
tended, was  the  great  moral  power  of  this 
House,  and  he  differed  entirely  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virgmia  (Mr.  Smyth)  in  respect  to 
the  expediency  of  making  appropriations  spe- 


cific. He  also  contended  it  was  expedient  to 
prevent  the  competition  of  the  various  parts  of 
the  Union,  which  would  bring  odium  and 
charge  of  partiality  upon  the  Executive  ofiScers. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  replied,  and  contended 
that  it  was  improper  for  the  (rovemment  to  re-* 
fuse  to  fulfil  the  contract,  for  if  the  contractors 
had  violated  the  contract  by  non-fdlfilment  on 
the  one  hand,  the  Government  had  equally  vio- 
lated it  by  withholding  the  stipulated  payments 
on  the  other.  He  also  animadverted  upon  the 
other  topics  connected  with  the  discussion.  He 
expressed  his  willingness  even  to  borrow  money 
for  fortifications,  if  necessity  required  it.  For 
institutions  of  a  perishable  nature,  he  was  not 
willing  to  make  a  charge  upon  posterity ;  but 
for  imperishable  fortifications,  built  of  granite, 
and  calculated  to  last  for  eternity,  he  did  not 
feel  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  tax  posterity,  as 
they,  as  well  as  the  present  generation,  were  to 
participate  in  the  benefits  and  security  they 
may  afford.  The  subject  was  further  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Tbact,  F.  Johnson,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Habdin,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  <H.  Nelson,  and  Cook,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Plumxb,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  $30,000  instead 
of  $50,000,  which  motion  was  supported  by  the 
mover  and  Mr.  Cochee,  and  oppos^  by  Messrs. 
MooBE  of  Alabama,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
and  Smith  of  Maryland,  when  the  question 
was  taken  thereon,  and  carried. 

After  the  appropriation  for  fortifications  at 
the  Rigolets,  and  Chef  Menteur,  had  been  car- 
ried, Mr.  Seboeant  moved  to  insert  a  clause  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  $19,000,  to  complete 
the  Arsenal  at  Frankfort,  Pennsylvania. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Wr,  Smith,  of  Maryland ;  but  before 
any  question  was  taken  thereon,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  22. 
Lead  Mine  Leases  in  Missouri, 
Mr.  SooTT  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Betdlfxdy  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  oommunicate  to  this  House  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  how  much  revenue  has  aocmed  to 
the  United  States  from  the  leases  of  lead  mines  in 
Missouri ;  whether  any  lease,  promise,  or  a^preement^ 
is  now  in  force  for  any  lead  mine  in  Missonn,  and  the 
copies  thereof^  if  in  writing,  and  the  substance  there- 
of, if  verbal,  with  all  the  terms,  conditions,  axfed  stipa- 
lations,  written  or  verbal,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  as  on  the  part  of  the  lessee,  the  quan- 
tity of  land  leased,  promised,  or  engaged,  to  each 
person,  their  names  and  places  of  residence,  together 
with  tne  names  and  places  of  residence  of  their  secu- 
rides,  if  any;  whether  the  said  leases,  promises, 
agreements,  or  engagements,  if  any,  are  in  force,  if 
not  now  in  force,  when  will  they  be  completed  or  put 
in  force ;  whether  sooh  leases,  promises  or  engage- 
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manias  hvn  been  nude  with  or  without  public  notice, 
and  hj  whom  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  whom  on  the  part  of  the  leasees,  and  their  se- 
coritiefl^  if  anj.  Aiid  also  a  copy  of  the  regolations 
and  instmctions,  if  any  have  been  made,  for  oanyinff 
into  e£foct  any  law  authorizing  the  leasing  of  lead 


The  resolntion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  daj. 

MhP$  Ocntraet/or  Stone, 

Mr.  Btttlbb  snbmitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

JSesohed,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qnixo  into  the  contract  between  the  War  Department 
of  the  United  States  and  Elijah  Mix,  of  the  25th 
Jnlj,  1818,  to  report  whether  the  same  was  made  in 
pursuance  of  law,  and  whether  the  said  Mix  has 
poformed  his  covenant ;  and  such  other  facts  as  thej 
may  deem  proper  relative  to  said  contract. 

In  offering  this  resolntion,  Mr.  Butlbr  re- 
marked, that  he  discovered,  on  consulting  the 
documents  on  this  subject,  that,  accordii^  to 
the  contract,  there  was  due  to  the  United 
States  the  delivery  of  150,000  perch  of  stone 
on  the  1st  January  last,  and  that,  on  that  day, 
tiiere  had  been  actually  delivered  only  102,487 
perches ;  so  that  the  contract  had  not  been  ful- 
fiUed  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mix,  and  was  no  longer 
binding  on  the  United  States  Besides^  he 
said,  t^ere  were,  to  say  the  least  suspicious 
appearances  about  this  contract.  Jso  proposals 
fi>r  1^  contract  were  publicly  invited,  by  ad- 
vertisement or  otherwise.  It  was  said,  too, 
that  Mr.  Mix  had  sold  out  his  contract  at  a 
dollar  and  a  half  per  perch ;  and  Mr.  B.  said 
he  observed,  from  the  account  of  contracts  laid 
before  the  Mouse,  that  a  contract  had  actually 
been  made  by  the  Government,  at  Philadelphia, 
for  stone,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Pea  Patoh,  for 
a  dollar  and  a  half  per  perch,  whilst  three  dol- 
lars per  perch  was  paid  to  Mix.  Taking  the 
time,  plaos,  and  manner  of  the  contract  into 
oonsideradon.  and  the  default  of  the  contrac- 
tor to  fulfil  nis  engagements,  he  had  thought 
proper  to  submit  tiiis  resolution.  No  appro- 
priation that  is  made  at  this  session,  Mr.  B. 
contended,  ought  to  be  expended  under  that 
oontract. 

Mr.  MoDuFin  said  he  was  very  glad  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  intro- 
duced this  resolution.  It  was  the  proper  course 
to  pursue  in  cases  of  this  kind.  If  there  was 
any  thing  improper  in  the  conduct  of  any  officer 
of  the  Government,  it  was  proper  to  inquire 
into  it,  not  incidentally  in  debate,  or  by  expairU 
statements  on  this  floor,  but  by  Judicial  inves- 
tigation. While  up,  Mr.  McD.  said  he  would 
•tete,  that,  on  an  investigation^  the  facts  of  this 
case  would  be  found  very  different  from  what 
they  had  been  represented  to  be.  He  was  au- 
thorized to  say  that,  if  Mr.  Mix  had  not  taken 
this  contract,  a  loss  would  have  been  occasion- 
ed to  the  United  Stetes  of  $75,000— the  con- 
tract having  been  taken  by  Mr.  Mix  at  half  a 
ddlar  per  perch  less  than  was  Just  about  to  be 
oontraoted  for  with  another  person*  A  great 
Vol.  yn.— 23 


deal  had  been  said  abont  the  extravagance  of 
the  price  of  this  stone.  At  this  time  such  a 
price  would  be  high,  but  the  contract  was  made 
in  the  year  1818,  at  which  time  every  article 
was  higher  than  it  now  is,  in  consequence  of' 
the  depreciation  of  the  national  currency; 
which  fact  ought  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sawtkb  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
resolution ;  but  as  for  the  abrogation  of  the 
contract  with  Mr.  Mix,  on  account  of  his  fail- 
ure to  deliver  a  stipulated  quantity  of  stone,  it 
was  sufficient  to  sav,  that,  if  the  allegation 
were  true,  the  fault  fay  not  with  Mr.  Mix,  but 
with  this  House,  which  reduced  the  appropria- 
tion for  fortifications  below  the  amount  re- 
quired by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with 
existing  contracts.  For  this  Mr.  Mix  was  cer- 
tainly not  to  blame. 

Jiii.  Gahbbslkno  said  he  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted.  He  thought,  from  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  some  days  since,  that  the 
subiect  required  investigation.  On  one  point, 
he  begged  leave  to  differ  from  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Oarolina  and  North  Oardina.  He 
did  not  think  that  Government,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, ought  to  have  made  a  contract 
with  Mr.  Mix.  This  opinion  was  formed  from 
what  he  had  heard  from  gentlemen  on  different 
sides  of  the  House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  MsTOALFB  proposed  an  amendment  for 
giving  to  the  committee  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.  He  dia  not  mean  to  censure 
the  individual  who  was  implicated  in  this  dis- 
cussion, nor  to  exonerate  him  from  censure. 
But  he  was  induced  to  believe  some  very  satis- 
factory information  might  be  got  on  this  subject 
by  a  resort  to  oral  testimony. 

Mr.  BuTLBB  accepted  the  proposed  amend- 
ment as  part  of  his  motion ;  and,  thus  modified, 
Mr.  B.'s  motion  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition.' And  Messrs.  Sutlkb,  Mbtoalfx,  and 
Oamfbell,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 


Thubsdat,  April  25. 
Trcmtfer  qf  the  United  Statee  Militia  Mna 
in  Fenmyloania  to  the  State. 
Mr.  BuoHANijr,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
to  whom  that  subject  was  referred,  made  a 
report  respecting  certain  fines  imposed  on  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  concluding 
with  the  following  resolution,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  unoollected  militia  fines  due 
from  delinquents  in  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania, 
which  have  been  aaseMed  by  conrts-martia],  and 
all  fines  collected  by  the  late  or  present  marahals  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  their  deputies,  wnich  have  not  be«n 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  expenses  of  ooorts-martialy 
be  transferred  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  ftiU 
power  to  collect  the  same. 
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Satubday,  April  27. 
Fay  to  Absent  Members. 
Mr.  Arohsb,  of  Yirginia,  nsderstood  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Hill  as  a  general  intimation 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  memhers  of  this 
Honse,  to  receive  pay  dnring  occasional  ahsence 
from  it.  His  ohject  in  risine  was,  to  disclaim 
and  deny,  for  the  delegation  from  Virginia,  the 
existence  of  any  practice  of  that  sort,  and  to 
assert  that  there  was  no  member  of  that  dele- 
gation who  was  capable  of  claiming  such  an 
allowance. 


Satubdat,  M8y4w 

Indian  Trade^  amd  Civilisation  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Mbtoalfb,  from  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill  from  the 
Senate  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercoorse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,'* 
reported  the  same  with  amendments,  consisting 
of  two  additional  sections,  as  follows : 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  thir- 
toenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  inteiconne  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to 
preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  approved  the  thir- 
tieth of  March,  one  tiMosand  eight  himdred  and  twe, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  act, 
entitied  **  An  act  mudng  provision  for  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  the  frontier  set- 
ilementB,*'  approved  Mareh  the  third,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed:  IVovided,  however.  That  nothing 
contained  In  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  ftf  in  any- 
wise to  alter  or  impair  the  effect  of  any  treaty  stipu- 
lation, or  other  obligation,  which  may  have  been 
entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  azgr  Indian 
tribe  or  tribes. 

On  these  amendments  a  debate  ensned,  in 
which  they  were  supported  by  Mr.  Flotd  and 
Mr.  Mjbtoalfb,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wood  and 
Mr.  Vauoe. 

Mr.  MsTOAurx  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  not  object  to  any  di- 
rection which  It  might  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  give  to  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  an  opportunity  of  a  more  faU  and 
thorough  mvestigation  ef  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
were  it  not  too  late  in  the  session  for  delay, 
and  because  it  is  important  that  the  bill  should 
pass,  whether  tJie  amendment  be  adopted  or 
r^ected. 

Perhaps,  said  Mr.  M,  an  ^apology  is  due  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee,  was  not  consulted 
touching  the  proposed  amendment.  This  bill 
was  not  referr^  to  the  committee  until  yester- 
day, and  as  the  session  is  nearly  at  a  close,  it 
was  expected  by  all  the  warm  friends  of  the 
bill  that  the  committee  would  not  fail  to  report 
it  on  this  day.    My  own  4«ty  on  another  com- 


mittee, and  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed, 
prevented  a  regular  meeting,  this  morning,  of 
the  Conmiittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  therefore 
it  was,  that  I  consulted  such  of  the  members 
only  as  conld  be  found  in  the  Honse  at  the 
moment,  and  obtained  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority, to  the  amendment  proppsed. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  M.,  that,  by 
the  authority  of  the  House,  it  has  been  made 
the  special  duty  of  this  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
civilization  and  happiness  of  the  Indian  tribes 
under  the  system  which  has  been  devised  and 
pursued  for  that  purpose.  It  is,  therefore,  my 
duty  to  communicate  to  the  House  the  result  of 
the  inquiries.  Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the 
18th  section  of  the  act  of  1802,  by  which  the 
sum  of  $15,000,  annually,  is  appropriated  for 
civilizing  purposes;  for  presents,  &c.  He  ob- 
jected to  this  expenditure  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  no  longer  necessary,  that  the  Indians  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  it;  and  because  no  satis- 
factory account  eould  be  obtained  of  its  appli- 
cation, to  whom  paid,  or  for  what  purpose. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  act  of  1819,  appropria- 
ting the  sum  of  $10,000,  annually,  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  Indians  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  to  educate  them ;  and  read  a  communica- 
tion from  the  President,  showing  if  the  Presi- 
dent himself  was  not  deceived,  as  Mr*.  M  sup- 
posed he  might  be,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  this  sum  had  been  applied  to  the  erection  of 
buii<tinga  in  the  Indian  settlements,  which  in 
his  opinion  ou|^t  not  to  be  tolerated.  And 
he  objected  to  t£e  enmloyment  of  Dr.  J.  Morse, 
and  to  the  sum  paid  for  his  services,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  law.  But,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
we  may  know  something  of  the  situation  of 
those  people,  and  of  their  numbers,  that  we  may 
be  well  informed  of  the  nature  and  condition 
of  l^e  materials  upon  which  we  are  about  to 
operate,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Li  Kew  England  there  are  nine  tribes,  2,247 
souls.  In  New  York  ten  tribes,  4,840  souls. 
In  Pennsylvania,  thirty  years  ago,  three  tribes, 
1,800  souls,  number  at  this  time  not  known. 
In  Ohio,  fifteen  tribes,  2,047  souls.  In  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Northwest  Territory,  thirty-six 
tribes,  27,480  souls.  In  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
14  tribes,  15,522  souls.  Southern  Indians  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  twenty  tribes,  66,487  souls. 
Total  number  east  of  the  Mississippi,  twenty 
tribes,  120,288  souls.  North  of  the  Missouri 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  thirteen  tribes, 
41,850  souls.  East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  between  Missouri,  and  Red 
River,  or  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rocky 
MountauiB,  86  tribes,  105,021  souls.  Between 
Red  River  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  42  tribes, 
105,021  souls.  Whole  number  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, 887,841.  Total  numbers  in  the  United 
States,  besides  about  5,000  in  Florida,  and  ten 
tribes  (number  not  known)  inhabiting  the  Up- 
per IGssissippi,  457,442  souls. 


DEBATES  OF  C0NGBE8S. 


Mat,    1822.] 


Indian  Trade^  and  dvHizcUion  of  Indiana. 


[H.  OF  B. 


Kow,  said  Mr.  M.,  how  to  civilize  and  refine, 
and  christianize  these  onr  red  brothers  and  sis- 
ters is  the  question — a  question  trolj  of  consid- 
erable magnitude— the  solution  of  which  ap- 
pears to  be  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  dif- 
ficulty. The  past  and  the  present  history  of  this 
matter  sheds  a  faint  gleam  of  light,  by  which  to 
guide  us  in  future.  Here  Mr.  M.  referred  to 
Loskiel's  history  of  the  missions  amone  the  In- 
dians in  North  America  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago.  At  that  period  the  author  in- 
forms us  that  much  had  been  done  for  the  edu- 
cation and  refinement  of  the  Indians;  that 
vast  numbers  of  them  were  at  that  time  a  pious 
and  an  exemplary  people,  rapidly  increasing  in 
civilization,  and  in  Christian  knowledge.  By 
reading  their  subsequent  history,  however,  we 
are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  conclusion,  that 
their  spiritual  fathers  wrote  with  an  eye  to 
their  own  exclusive  benefit  and  emolument, 
making  those  upon  whom  their  heavy  contribu- 
tions were  levied,  the  dupes. 

Mr.  M.  now  referred  to  Bouchette  on  Cana- 
da, giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
domiciliated  Indians  of  St.  Regis,  who  for  cen- 
turies have  been  blessed  with  resident  Catholic 
missionaries  as  their  spiritual  fathers ;  and,  in- 
stead of  progressing  in  civilization  and  refine- 
ment, or  in  Christian  piety  and  virtue,  were 
still  a  lazy,  dirty,  and  degraded  band  of  savages, 
unchristian,  immoral,  and  vicious  in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  now  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  various  tribes,  or  remnant  of  tribes,  in 
the  interior  of  our  own  country,  by  reading 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse.  The 
Rev.  E.  Kellogg  writes  the  following  account : 
'^The  Passamaqnoddies  and  Penobscots  are 
Catholics,  and  under  the  care  of  Catholic 
priests,  who  receive  a  stated  stipend  from  the 
State  treasury.  They  have  made  no  other  than 
incipient  improvements  in  any  thing  which  per- 
tains to  civilized  life,  and  are  sadly  ^ven  to  in- 
temperance.^' So  much  for  the  Indians  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  Now  for  those  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts — "All  the  Indians  remaining  in 
this  State  reside  on  their  respective  reservations 
at  Marshpee,  Herring  Pond,  Martha's  Vineyard, 
aud  Troy,  on  the  southeast  part  of  the  State, 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles  from  Boston. 
The  State,  by  a  board  of  overseers,  exercises  a 
guardian  care  over  them,  as  to  their  lands  and 
civil  rights  and  privileges.  And  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  and 
others  in  North  America,  provide  for  their  re- 
ligious and  moral  instruction,  having  charity 
funds  in  its  treasury,  appropriated  for  the  use 
imd  benefit  of  the  Indians,  the  former  $12,000 
the  latter  (9,000.  A  stated  missionary,  Rev. 
Dr.  Fish,  is  supported  at  Marshpee.  The  Rev. 
Doctor  writes  that,  among  them  are  a  few  who 
are  eminently  pious,  considerable  numbers  de- 
cent in  their  lives,  and  not  a  few  shockingly 
profligate.  The  state  of  morals  low.  Intem- 
perance, with  its  concomitants,  is  found  among 
them.    The  number  of  pure  blooded  Indians  is 


extremely  small,  say  fifty  or  sixty,  and  is  daily 
decreasing.  The  mixture  of  blood  arises  far 
more  from  their  connection  with  negroes,  than 
with  the  whites ;  their  number  is  diminishing 
on  account  of  their  vices."  Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher 
writes  as  follows :  "  It  is  true  we  think  we  see 
but  little  good  in  preaching  to  these  people. 
Did  we  not  take  into  consideration  the  evils 
which  we  probably  prevent,  who  would  not  be 
discouraged  and  give  up  the  cause,  saying  I 
have  labored  in  vain,  and  spent  my  strength  for 
naught  ? "  In  Rhode  Island  it  is  said  their  con- 
dition is  not  quite  so  bad. 

Of  those  in  Connecticut,  it  is  said  "  that  the 
few  now  remaining  in  this  State  have  made  but 
few  advances  in  any  thing  which  pertains  to 
civilization,  and  are  gradually  wasting  away, 
after  the  manner  of  other  tribes,  now  extinct. 
The  State  has  assumed  the  care  of  their  prop- 
erty, in  like  manner  as  the  other  New  England 
States  have  provided  for  their  Indians.  They 
have  such  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  in- 
struction as  they  are  willing  to  receive,  which 
are  few,  and  the  effects  proportionably  smidl. 
Those  Indians,  epecially  at  North  Stonington, 
and  at  Groton,  are  said  to  be,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  intemperate  and  improvident;  of 
course,  poor  and  miserable.  They  manufacture 
mats,  brooms,  baskets,  and  so  on,  which  they 
generally  sell  for  ardent  spirits."  Such  are  the 
results  of  long  experience,  as  we  have  it  from 
the  mouths  of  individuals  who  are  employed  to 
civilize  and  to  convert  them  to  Christianity, 
and  who  are  compensated  for  their  services  by 
public  or  private  donations.  Shall  this  Govern- 
ment take  up  and  follow  the  hopeless  example? 

"  The  Six  Nations,  residing  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  number  4,675,  remain  on  their 
respective  reservations,  containing  in  all,  about 
265,315  acres  of  land."  "  Many  petty  depreda- 
tions and  thefts,  and  trespass,  are  committed 
by  them  and  the  whites  upon  each  other."  To 
this  testimony  may  be  added  that  of  honorable 
members  from  New  York,  who  inform  us  that^ 
instead  of  advancing  in  civilization  or  in  piety, 
they  are  rapidly  degenerating  into  vice  ana  cor- 
ruption. 

Of  those  in  the  State  of  Ohio  it  is  said :  ^'  The 
Wyandots  came  from  the  country  near  Quebec, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  when 
the  French  had  dominion  of  Canada.  They 
maintained  a  Roman  Catholic  Missionary  among 
them.  By  these  missionaries  they  were  nearly 
all  baptized,  and  nearly  all  the  aged  ones  still 
carry  crucifixes  in  their  bosoms,  under  their 
shirts.  Between  the  years  1803  and  1810  the 
Presbyterians  supported  a  missionary  among 
them,  on  the  Sandusky  River.  A  few  converts 
were  made,  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  Cath- 
olic Indians  on  account  of  their  religion." 

From  this  I  infer  that  it  is  improper  to  im- 
pose a  tax  upon  our  Protestant  citizens  for  the 
support  of  Catholic  missionaries,  and  equally  as 
improper  to  tax  the  Catholic  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  Protestant  missionaries.  To  preserve 
our  holy  religion  in  its  purity,  we  must  let  it 
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make  its  own  way,  with  the  smiles  and  friendly 
conntenanoe  oi  the  Government  beaming  npon 
every  sect  and  denomination,  without  giving  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  any  one.  "  The  number  of  Cher- 
okees,  inclusive  of  whites,  blacks,  and  mixed 
blood,  is  estimated  at  11,600.  In  the  treaty  of 
Marcb,  1819,  they  ceded  a  part  of  their  terri- 
tory to  the  United  States.  Among  other  reser- 
vations is  one  of  a  tract  of  land,  of  twelve  miles 
square,  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
vested  by  the  President  in  the  most  profitable 
stock,  as  a  school  fund  for  the  Cherokee  nation.'' 

For  a  population  not  half  equal  to  that  which 
is  contained  in  a  small  county  in  one  of  our 
States,  this  appears  to  be  an  ample  provision. 
Our  own  citizens,  in  any  part  of  this  Union, 
would  rejoice  to  have  su(ji  a  school  fund  as  this. 

The  Choctaws,  it  is  said,  are  also  well  pro- 
vided for. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  what  are  we  told  by  that 
distinguished  fellow-citizen,  whose  keen  and 
penetrating  intellect,  and  whose  long  experience 
enables  him  to  speak  to  us  the  language  of  wis- 
dom, and  to  afford  us  so  much  light  upon'  this 
momentous  subject?  [He  then  read  from  the 
Dterary  and  Scientific  Repository  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Cass :] 

''The  Imsohb  of  experience  npon  this  sabject  are 
too  important  to  be  dlsnjgarded.  In  the  zealous  ef- 
forts which  are  now  making  to  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  we  have  mnch  to  learn  from  the 
history  of  the  progress  and  result  of  the  same  experi- 
ment which  was  made  by  the  Jesnits.  We  cannot 
bring  to  the  task  more  fervid  zeal,  more  profound 
talents,  more  extensive  or  varied  acquirements,  nor 
probably  a  deeper  knowledge  of  Ihe  principles  of  hu- 
man nature.  But,  so  far  as  respects  any  permanent 
or  valuable  impression,  they  have  wholly  failed. 
Teiy  few  of  the  Indians  profess  any  attachment  to 
the  Christian  religion ;  and,  of  those  who  make  this 
profession,  there  is  not  probably  one  whose  knowledge 
18  not  confined  to  the  imposing  rites  and  external 
ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  church.  A  more  vivid 
impression  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  the 
Wyandots  than  upon  any  others ;  and  Ihey  preserved 
for  a  longer  term  than  any  other  tribe,  traces  of  the 
indefatigable  exertions  of  their  spiritual  fathers.  But, 
even  with  tiiem,  superior  as  they  are  in  intellectual 
endowments,  and  placed  by  their  local  situation  in 
contact  with  a  Catholic  community,  the  subject  is 
forgotten,  or,  if  remembered,  it  is  remembered  only 
by  a  few  aged  and  decrepit  persons,  like  other  tradi- 
tionaiy  legends  of  their  nation." 

Upon  these  remarks,  said  Mr.  M.,  no  com- 
mentary can  be  necessary.  I  will  now  pass  to 
one  more  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sibley,  an 
intelligent  Indian  agent,  of  long  experience 
among  that  people,  to  Dr.  Morse,  which  I  have 
taken  from  his  report : 

*'  I  have  noticed  Indians  observing  with  mnch  ap- 
parent interest  the  efiects  of  our  agricultural  skill, 
our  fine  gardens,  abxmdant  crops,  ana  numerous  com- 
forts and  conveniencea  A  very  sensible  Osage,  the 
Big  Solder,  who  had  twice  been  at  Washington,  once 
said  to  me,  when  I  was  urging  the  subject  of  civiliza- 
tion upon  him :  '  I  see  and  admire  your  manner  of 
living,  your  good  warm  houses,  your  extensive  fields 


of  com,  your  gardens,  your  cows,  oxen,  work  horseS| 
wagons,  and  a  thousand  machines  that  I  know  not 
the  use  of.  I  see  that  you  are  able  to  clothe  your- 
selves, even  from  weeds  and  grass.  In  short,  yon  can 
do  almost  what  yon  please.  You  whites  possess  the 
power  of  subduing  almost  every  animal  to  your  use.' 
But,  after  this  aclmowledgment,  on  his  part,  of  our 
superior  skill  in  the  various  arts,  and  this  candid  ex- 
pression of  his  admiration,  he  oontinues  thus :  *  You 
are  surrounded  by  davea  Every  thing  about  you  is 
in  chains ;  and  you  axe  slaves  yourselves.  I  fear,  if 
I  should  change  my  pursuits  for  yours,  I  should  be- 
come  a  slave.  Talk  to  my  sons ;  perhaps  they  may 
be  persuaded  to  adopt  your  fashions,  or  at  least  to 
recommend  them  to  their  sons ;  but,  for  myself,  I 
was  bom  free,  and  wish  to  die  free  I  I  am  perfectly 
content  with  my  condition.  The  forests  and  rivers 
supply  all  the  wants  of  nature  in  plenty;  and  there 
is  no  lack  of  white  people  to  purchase  the  products 
of  our  labor.*" 

Such,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  said  to  be  the  language, 
such  the  sentiments  of  the  Indians  generally. 
And  what  a  commentary  is  this  upon  the  pecu- 
lations of  the  theorist!  upon  him  whose  fanci- 
ful notions  give  direction  to  all  his  actional 
What  a  lesson  to  the  proud  presumptuous  man, 
who  never  thinks  of  doing  good  to  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  nearer  and  dearer,  and 
much  nobler  objects  immediately  around  hdm, 
who  are  fairly  within  the  sphere  of  his  action, 
and  in  need  of  his  assistance,  but  is  continually 
casting  ahead  before  the  light  breezes  of  his  own 
inordinate  vanity,  pretending  to  vie  with  his 
Maker  in  acts  of  univeroal  benevolence!  Yes, 
of  universal  benevolence  I  How  has  his  imagin- 
ary casties  been  upset  and  demolished  by  those 
plain  but  irresistiole  and  self-evident  truths 
which  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  an  Indian  I 

When  the  forests  no  longer  abound  in  game, 
nor  the  rivers  with  fish,  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  the  sustenance  and  support  of  the  In^an,  he 
will  abandon  the  life  of  tiie  hunter  for  that  of 
the  agriculturist,  and  not  before.  As  lone  as 
furs  and  peltries  are  in  demand,  and  can  be  nad 
by  following  the  diase,  that  long  there  must 
and  will,  and  ought  to  be  hunters;  and  were  it 
in  our  power  by  forced  measures  or  otherwise, 
to  vnthdraw  the  Indian  from  the  recesses  of  the 
wilderness,  from  the  pursuits  of  the  chase,  and 
learn  him  to  become  a  tiller  of  the  ground,  what 
would  be  the  consequence)  Would  not  the 
white  man  become  a  hunter  vx  his  stead  ?  And 
thus  while  with  such  eager  solicitude  we  ui^ 
and  press,  and  force,  if  we  could  force,  the  Vi- 
dians into  a  state  of  civilization,  do  we  unciyO- 
ize,  or,  rather,  savagize,  an  equal  number  of  our 
own  citizens.  Wo^d  not  this  be  the  inevitable 
result?  No  one,  it  is  presumed,  will,  or  can, 
deny  the  fact.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  worthy  our 
most  serious  consideration?  I  candidly  ac- 
knowledge that,  for  my  own  part,  I  havo  no 
great  partiality  for  such  a  change,  or  rather  for 
such  an  exchange,  even  were  it  in  our  power  to 
accomplish  it. 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  if  effected  at  aU,  is  to  be  the  work  not 
only  of  time,  but  of  necessity.  Yes,  sir,  of  sheer^ 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


841 


Hat,  1822.] 


Indian  Ihuk,  and  Gwilization  of  Indiant. 


[H.  ov  R. 


of  stem  necessitj;  Slowlj  progressive  in  its 
maroh,  and  bj  degrees,  almost  imperceptible,  it 
will,  within  the  time,  and  to  such  extent  as 
their  great  and  good  spirit  shall  direct,  come  to 
pass.  Let  us  be  careful  to  throw  no  obstacles 
in  the  way.  On  the  contrary,  let  us  set  them  a 
bright  example,  and  that  example  will  have  its 
attractions.  We  are  much  the  strongest  partj ; 
therefore,  let  justice,  peace,  and  mercy,  towards 
them,  be  our  motto.  It  is  our  duty  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  tenderness,  and  not  to 
abuse  the  power  we  possess,  by  wielding  it  to 
their  injury  and  destruction.  And,  sir,  if  we  go 
beyond  this,  if  we  must  and  will  draw  upon  our 
oountry^s  IVeasury  to  help  them  on,  let  it  only 
be  done  when  there  is  at  least  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  attaining  the  great  object  we  have 
in  view. 

Much  of  the  treasure  of  this  people  has  al- 
ready been  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts 
to  civilize  the  Indians.  I  say  wasted,  because 
its  application  has  had  no  good  effect  upon 
them,  and  has  subserved  no  other  purpose,  ex- 
cept to  fill  the  pockets  of  a  few  favored  individ- 
uals, who  are  interested  in  deceiving  us,  and  all 
of  whom  now  unite  in  one  general  cry  for  more 
money — ^more  money — ^give  us  more  money  and 
the  public  land,  and  the  good  work  shall  be 
done  I  Not  that  any  good  is  likely  to  be  done 
80  as  to  be  discernible  to  those  who  live  in  our 
day,  and  generation.  Oh  no  I  But  perhaps 
some  small  ti*aces  of  the  good  effects  of  our  hon- 
est and  disinterested  efforts  may  be  visible  to 
those  of  our  posterity  a  few  centuries  hence,  who 
delight  so  much  in  looking  back  through  the 
dark  mists  and  shadows,  as  they  are  closing  be- 
hind them — through  the  twilight  of  uncertainty, 
for  the  purpose  of  descrying,  and  of  contem- 
plating the  virtues  and  the  generosity  of  tlieir  an- 
cestors ;  and  of  profiting  as  individuals  of  a  simi- 
lar cast  always  have  done,  as  they  now  do,  and 
always  will  do — ^very  little  by  any  good  exam- 
ple. 

How  various  are  the  pursuits  of  various 
men.  One  man  is  engaged,  deeply  and  ardently 
engaged,  in  contemplating  the  scenes  which 
have  long  since  gone  by,  and  over  which  Time, 
bald  pat^  Time  I  is  about  to  throw,  or  perhaps 
has  already  thrown,  his  impenetrable  mantle, 
for  the  purpose  of  hiding  tnose  scenes  forever 
from  the  view  of  mortals. 

Another  devotes  his  whole  life  most  earnestly 
and  zealously  to  the  study  of  some  plan,  or 
scheme,  or  project,  by  which  he  fondly  hopes 
to  add  very  greatly  to  the  future  stock  of  human 
happiness,  of  human  grandeur,  and  of  human 
glory,  and  thereby  to  procure  for  himself  a 
name  immortal  Whil^  on  the  other  hand,  such 
men  as  myscdf^  limiteo,  extremely  limited  no 
doubt  in  their  views,  and  fully  sensible  of  their 
own  weakness,  without  looking  quite  so  much 
at  the  past,  or  pretending  to  form  any  very  ex- 
tensive plans  for  the  future,  confine  liieir  hum- 
ble and  feeble  exertions  principally  to  that 
which,  in  their  opinion,  wul  redound  most  to 
iho  honor  and  interest  of  their  compeers;  es- 


pecially of  those  upon  whom  their  acts  are  to 
nave  an  immediate  and  certain  effect — ^retuminff 
thanks  occasionally,  to  be  sure,  for  the  good 
with  which  their  ancestors  were  blessed,  and 
praying  for  the  good  of  posterity,  but  without 
once  losing  sight  of  what  they  consider  a  great, 
a  paramount,  and  an  indispensable  duty,  which 
they  owe  to  the  present  generation. 

Such  men  as  Uiese,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  neces- 
sarily inquire  of  you,  how  do  we  raise  the  revenue 
out  of  which  this  civilizing  cash  is  to  be  fur- 
nished ?  They  will  not  forget  that  it  is  raised 
in  part  by  an  indirect  tax  upon  articles  of  the 
very  first  necessity ;  and  in  part  by  taxing  those 
articles  from  the  use  of  which  our  citizens  derive 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  all  their  comforts, 
and  of  all  their  ei^oyments;  that  it  is  a  tax 
upon  articles  of  necessary  consumption,  a  mat- 
ter of  very  doubtful  policy  at  any  time.  For  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  such  a  tax,  do  we 
depress  our  own  productive  citizens,  and  discour- 
age and  check  the  increasing  population  of  our 
own  country.  Yes,  ofour  own  country  I  endear- 
ing name,  but  always  lost  sight  of  when  we  are 
chasing  a  shadow,  or  pursuing  a  phantom,  from 
which  no  good  is  to  be  realized.  He  that  will 
not  provide  for  his  own  household  is  said,  by  the 
highest  authority,  to  be  worse  than  an  infidel. 
We  have  a  numerous  household,  consisting  of 
nearly  ten  millions  of  souls,  for  whom,  if  we 
do  not  provide,  let  us  not  deprive  them  of  the 
means  which  they  are  industriously  striving  to 
provide  for  themselves. 

The  citizen  of  this  republic  who  rears  a  nu- 
merous family  in  decency,  were  he  to  sit  down 
and  calculate  the  amount  of  taxes  annually  paid 
by  him  upon  the  articles  of  sugar,  molasses,  tea, 
coffee,  pepper,  spices,  muslins,  calicoes,  cloths, 
and  so  on — ^an  endless  list — would  be  lost  in  as- 
tonishment Yes,  he  would  be  lost  in  astonish- 
ment 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  represent  a 
magnanimous  and  a  generous  people.  Of  taxes 
they  will  not  complain  if  imposed  for  humane, 
and  benevolent,  and  useful  purposes,  and  ap- 
plied accordingly.  But  we  are  deceiving  our- 
selves, and  the  people  are  deceived,  in  sup- 
posing that  we  promote  the  cause  of  humanity, 
or  add  any  real  substantial*  benefit  to  tlie  In- 
dians by  this  idle  application  of  our  money — 
this  wanton  waste  of  the  nation's  treasure.  A 
word  or  two  in  relation  to  those  Indians  who 
are  dispersed  and  scattered  over  that  vast  re- 
gion of  wilderness  beyond  the  borders  of  our 
settlements.  And  here  I  do  not  mean  to  travel 
with  you  upon  the  waters  of  the  Rio  del  Norte 
or  along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  Nor  do  I 
intend  at  present  to  run  across  the  path  of  my 
honorable  and  highly  respected  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, by  disturbing  his  infant  colony  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia;  though  I  may  here- 
after stand  at  his  back,  when  it  shall  become 
necessary  to  support  him  in  opposition  to  the 
Emperor  Alexander.  But,  coxifining  myself  to 
the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the  Bocky  Mountains 
— ^what  do  they  think  of  our  civilizing  systems? 
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Let  them  answer  for  themselves.  The  words 
of  a  principal  chief  of  the  Fox  tribes,  as  related 
by  Mr.  Sibley,  will  show  you  their  aversion  to 
our  laws,  and  the  repugnance  they  feel  to  what 
we  call  civilization.  ^^  The  Great  Spirit  (said 
Wah-ha-lo)  put  the  Indians  on  the  earth  to 
hunt,  and  to  gain  a  living  in  the  wilderness; 
and  I  always  find  that  when  any  of  our  people 
depart  from  this  mode  of  life,  by  attempting  to 
read  and  write,  and  live  like  the  white  people 
do,  the  Great  Spirit  is  displeased  with  them, 
and  they  soon  die."*  Here  we  discover  that 
submission  to  laws,  however  mild  and  equita- 
ble in  their  provisions,  is,  in  their  estimation, 
the  most  intolerable  bondage.  The  various 
cords  and  links  by  which,  under  the  social  com- 
pact, aU  civilized  societies  are  united,  they  look 
upon  as  BO  many  galling  chains,  as  the  very 
badges  of  slavery,  and  therefore  not  to  be  en- 
dured. These  wild,  but  proud  and  lofty  spirits, 
indignantly  spurn  what  they  are  led  to  con- 
sider a  dull  and  ponderous  load.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  know  not  how  to  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature. 
But  little  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
study  of  her  laws.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say 
whether  in  the  organization  and  construction  of 
the  interior  man  there  is  so  great  a  difference 
that  the  white  and  red  man  cannot  be  brought 
to  think  and  act  alike,  under  similar  circum- 
stances. But  I  will  say,  that  all  our  attempts  to 
make  them  think  and  act  alike,  under  circum- 
stances so  dissimilar,  is  not  only  vain,  but  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  the  expression,  it  is  in  my  opin- 
ion an  exceeding  folly,  if  not  presumption. 

There  are  certain  animals  which,  in  their  ex- 
terior appearance,  bear  as  strong  a  resemblance 
to  each  other  as  does  the  white  man  and  the 
Indian,  and  yet  by  nature  they  are  wholly  irre- 
concilable. Not  to  mention  certain  quadrupeds 
of  this  description,  I  will  barely  point  to  some 
of  the  feathered  tribes.  The  wild  duck,  for  in- 
stance-—how  soon  it  dives  to  hide  from  you. 
The  partridge  conceals  itself  while  the  shell 
is  yet  upon  its  head.  But  more  especially  the 
turkey.  Do  we  not  see  what  we  very  properly 
call  the  wild  turkey  often  brought  into  life  by, 
and  raised  with,  those  of  the  domestic  breed, 
without  having  seen  one  of  its  own  kind  ?  And 
yet,  we  find  that,  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at  sufiS- 
cient  strength  and  maturity,  scorning  the  bam- 

*  The  addreas  of  the  IndUtn  ohlefr  to  the  Preetde^t  daring 
the  present  eeesloa  of  Congreae,  is  well  known  to  contain 
•imiuur  eentlments;  they  could  not  think  of  bruietng  their 
hands  bj  labor. 

[The  eironniBtaneea  were  these:  Borne  Panie  chleft  and 
warriors  from  beyond  the  Mlsslaeippl  having  come  to  Wash- 
ington City  this  winter,  (1621-*fi,)  where  the  dTlIliation  of  the 
Indians  was  all  the  vogue  at  the  War  OiBoe,  President  Mon- 
roe was  Induced  to  have  them  assembled  at  the  Presidential 
mansion,  and  to  deliver  them  a  speech  in  fiiTor  of  quitting 
the  hunter  state,  and  betaking  themselves  to  ploughing 
and  hoeing  for  a  comfortable  living.  When  he  had  finished, 
•  chief  answered  him  briefly,  and  to  the  point,  **  that  all  that 
might  do  very  well  for  the  white  people;  but,  as  for  himself, 
he  would  never  bruise  his  hands  digging  in  the  ground, 
while  he  coold  find  a  builUo  to  kill,  or  a  hoxse  to  steaL*^ 


yard,  though  strewed  with  abundance,  it  leave 
the  roost  of  its  companions,  and  boundisg  aloft 
it  perches  on  the  top  of  some  distant  towering 
tree— on  the  branches  of  the  proudest  monarch 
of  the  forest  within  its  reach.  This  is  repeated 
ag^in  and  again.  Wandering  from  the  side  of 
the  gentle  brood,  he  strolls  in  pursuit  of  otiier 
objects,  which,  though  he  has  never  seen,  he  is 
by  the  irresistible  force  of  nature  led  to  believe  do 
somewhere  exist  With  desire  keen  and  strong, 
he  seeks,  and,  if  successful,  he  bids  farewell,  along 
farewell,  to  all  his  old  companions,  and  returns 
to  them  no  more.  And  thus  it  is  that  whole 
broods  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  brought 
into  life  and  raised  up  on  the  farm,  and  have 
as  invariably  disappeared.  Where  are  they  now 
to  be  found  ?  Though  I  will  not  indulge  in  ^e 
afflicting  belief  that  such  a  destiny  as  this  does 
really  await  our  red  brethren,  yet  I  do  most  sih- 
cerely  believe  that  such  is  the  barrier  which  na- 
ture interposes  between  the  two  people,  together 
with  the  powerful  force  of  habit  operating  upon 
them,  that  all  our  attempts  to  civilize  those  In- 
dians, who  are  dispersed-  and  scattered  in  the 
wilderness,  will  be  fruitless  and  unavailing. 
And,  therefore,  in  plain  and  common  language, 
I  do  most  respectfully  give  it  as  my  humble 
opinion  that  we  had  much  better  mind  our  own 
business;  yes,  we  had  much  better  mind  our 
own  business.  And  equally  vain  will  be  all  our 
attempts  to  civilize  those  within  the  interior  of 
our  country  and  surrounded  by  our  settlements, 
unless  we  first  remove  certain  artificial  obsta- 
cles which  we  must  see,  and  perhaps  can  re- 
move. I  mean  that  we  must  radically  change 
our  present  system  of  policy — the  political  rela- 
tions existing  between  them  and  us.  We  may 
educate  them,  instruct  them  in  agricultural  and 
mechanic  arts,  furnish  them  with  the  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  try  to  convert  them 
to  Christianity;  and,  after  all,  unless  we  se- 
cure to  them  the  benefit  and  protection  of  our 
laws  and  municipal  regulations,  and,  in  this 
way,  ingraft  them,  like  so  many  twigs,  upon 
the  stalk,  or  upon  the  branches  of  the  stalk  of 
the  republic,  all  our  efforts  will  be  without 
effect. 

If  the  States,  respectively,  in  which  the  small 
tribes  or  remnant  of  tribes  remain,  will  not  con- 
sent to  the  removal  of  these  artificial  obstacles, 
and  suffer  our  civilizing  experiments  to  be 
fairly  made,  for  one,  I  despair  of  success ;  and, 
abandoning  all  our  projects  as  idle,  and  even 
visionary,  I  will  not  vote  my  country's  treas- 
ure  to  any  such  purpose.  Encompassed  around 
about  by  such  a  power  as  this,  what  can  they 
do,  while  they  remain,  not  independent  com- 
munities, but  dependent  upon  our  will,  and  yet 
without  the  pale  of  our  laws.  Aliens  in  their 
own  oountry,  they  can  do  nothing;  they  may 
recede,  they  cannot  advance.  If  the  GoTem- 
ment  will  give  them,  individually,  a  just  and 
reasonable  portion  of  their  lands---of  their  re- 
spective reservations,  laid  out  in  its  proper 
metes  and  boundaries,  and  take  them  under 
the  jurisdiction  and  oontrcli  of  the  laws^  grad' 
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naDy  extending  to  them  snch  rights  and  privi- 
lege8  as  shall  be  reasonable,  perhaps  something 
may  be  done.  Otherwise,  viewing  all  oar  pro- 
jects as  a  mere  mockery,  I  am  prepared  to  give 
it  over. 

In  support  of  these  views,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
would  refer  honorable  members  to  the  Inau- 
gural Address  of  the  President,  on  the  4th  of 
last  March,  and  also,  to  the  report  o(  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War,  during  ttie  present 
session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  at  the  session  of 
1818.  It  is  but  right,  sdd  he,  to  give  the  In- 
dians fair  play.  Encourage  them  to  the  ex- 
ertion of  their  own  faculties,  of  their  own  ener- 
gies; but  do  not  impose  heavy  contributions 
upon  our  white  citizens,  from  which  the  In- 
dians are,  in  truth,  to  derive  no  profit,  no  ad- 
vantage ;  but  which  goes  to  the  special  and  ex- 
clusive benefit  of  those  who  can,  with  the 
greatest  facility  and  convenience,  obtain  access 
to  your  treasury. 

Mr.  Yai^gb  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  the  House:  and  the 
previous  question  being  taken,  was  aecided  in 
the  affirmative.  The  main  question  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  thereby  ex- 
cluding the  proposed  amendments  of  Mr.  Met- 
OALFs,  was  put  and  carried. 


Cumberland  Boad 


BiU—Preridenfa 


A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsident 
OF  THE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Gk>uvemeur,  his 
Secretary,  who,  by  command  of  the  President, 
returned  to  the  House  the  enrolled  bill  passed 
by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Boad,"  presented  to  the  President  for  his  ap- 
probation and  signature  on  this  day,  to  which 
bill  the  President,  having  made  objections  in 
writing,  the  same  were  also  delivered  in  by  the 
said  Secretary  at  the  Speaker's  table;  who 
thereupon  withdrew. 

The  said  objections  were  read,  and  are  as 
follows : 

To  the  Home  of  ReprettntaHvtt  qfihe  Untied  SUOu : 
Having  duly  considered  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Road,**  it  is  with  deep  regret,  approving,  as  I  do,  the 
pdicy,  that  I  am  compelled  to  object  to  its  passage, 
and  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  in  which  it  originated,  under  a  conviction  that 
Congress  do  not  possess  the  power,  under  the  consti- 
tution, to  pass  such  a  law. 

A  power  to  establish  turnpikes,  with  gates  and 
tdls,  and  to  enforce  the  collection  of  tolls  by  penal- 
ties, implies  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  com- 
plete system  of  internal  improvement.  A  right  to 
impose  duties  to  be  paid  by  all  persons,  passing  a 
certain  road,  and  on  horses  and  carriages,  as  is  done 
by  this  bill,  involves  the  right  to  take  the  land  from 
the  pn^etor,  on  a  valuation,  and  to  pass  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  road  from  injuries ;  and,  if  it 
eadst  as  to  one  road,  it  exists  as  to  any  other,  and  to 
as  many  roads  as  Congress  may  thiiJc  proper  to  es- 
tablish. A  right  to  legislate  for  one  of  these  pur- 
poses is  a  right  to  legislate  for  the  others.    It  Is  a 


complete  right  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  for  all 
the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  not  merely 
the  right  ci  applying  money,  under  the  power  vested  in 
Congress  to  make  appropriations,  under  which  power, 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  this 
road  passes,  the  work  was  originally  commenced,  and 
has  been  so  far  executed.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Con- 
gress do  not  possess  this  power ;  that  the  States,  in- 
dividually,  cannot  grant  it;  for,  although  they  may 
assent  to  the  appropriation  of  money  within  their 
limits  for  such  purposes,  they  can  grant  no  power  of 
jurisdiction  or  sovereignty  by  special  compacts  with 
the  United  States.  Tdib  power  can  be  granted  only 
by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  and  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  it 

If  the  power  exist,  it  must  be,  either  because  it 
has  been  specifically  granted  .to  the  United  States, 
or  that  it  is  incidental  to  some  power  which  has  been 
specifically  granted.  If  we  examine  the  specific 
grants  of  power,  we  do  not  find  it  among  them ;  nor 
is  it  incidental  to  any  power  which  has  been  sped- 
ficaUy  granted. 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  power  was 
specifically  granted.  It  is  claimed  only  as  being  in- 
cidental to  some  one  or  more  of  the  powers  which  are 
specifically  granted.  The  following  are  the  powers 
from  whidi  it  is  said  to  be  derived : 

Ist  From  the  right  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads.  2d.  From  the  right  to  declare  war.  8d. 
To  regulate  commerce.  4th.  To  pay  the  debts  and 
provi^  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
6th.  From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  the  powers 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof 
6tb,  and  lastlv.  From  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needfiil  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  States. 

According  to  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  derived 
from  either  of  those  powers,  nor  from  all  of  them 
united,  and  in  consequence  it  does  not  exist 

Having  stated  my  objections  to  the  bill,  I  should 
now  cheerfully  communicate  at  large  the  reasons  on 
which  they  are  founded,  if  I  had  tune  to  reduce  them 
to  such  form  as  to  include  them  in  this  paper.  The 
advanced  stage  of  the  session  renders  that  imposdble. 
Having,  at  tbe  commencement  of  my  service  in  this 
high  trust,  considered  it  a  duty  to  express  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  United  States  do  not  possess  the  power 
in  question,  and  to  suggest^  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  the  propriety  of  reconunendlng  to  the 
States  an  amen^Bient  to  the  oonstitntion,  to  vest  the 
power  in  the  United  States,  m^  attention  has  been 
often  drawn  to  the  subject  since,  in  consequence 
whereof  I  have  occasionally  committed  my  senti- 
ments to  paper  respecting  it  The  form  which  this 
exposition  has  assumed,  is  not  such  as  I  should  have 
given  it,  had  it  been  intended  for  Congress,  nor  is  it 
concluded.  Nevertheless,  as  it  contains  my  views  on 
this  subject^  being  one  which  I  deem  of  very  high 
importance,  and  which,  in  many  of  its  bearings,  lus 
now  become  peculiarly  urgent,  I  will  communicate  it 
to  Congress,  if  in  my  po  wer,  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
or  certunly  on  Monday  next 

JAMES  MOMBOK 
WiSHSiOTON,  Jfay  4, 1822. 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  that  the  Message  and  the 
bill  be  hiid  on  the  table,  which  was  carried— 
ayes  82. 
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Monday,  May  6. 
Collection  o/Dutiea,  d^. 

The  HoDse  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage in  Florida,  and  for  other  pnrposes ;  a  bill 
to  anthorize  the  building  of  light-houses  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  a  bill 
ftirther  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  certain  col- 
lection districts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Oahbbelenq  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
9th  section  the  words  "New  York."  Mr.  0. 
remarked,  that  he  considered  any  attempt  to 
amend  the  bill  hopeless ;  but  he  thought  there 
were  some  very  strong  circumstances  in  favor 
of  exciting  the  revenue  officers  of  the  port  of 
New  York  from  the  general  reduction  now 
about  to  be  made.  No  gentleman  would  ac- 
cuse him  (Mr.  0.)  of  a  disposition  to  oppose  any 
bill  tending  Judiciously  and  Justly  to  retrench 
the  expenses  of  Government  He  regretted 
that  this  biU  had  been  kept  back  so  long  as  to 
preclude  debate.  He  would  only  detain  the 
Mouse  a  few  moments.  The  salaries  of  these 
officers  were  regulated  in  1790,  and  they  have 
never  been  augmented  or  diminished  since;  in 
1802  they  were  limited  as  they  now  are;  it 
would  be  recollected  that  this  was  during  Mr. 
Jefferson^s  Administration.  Mr.  0.  was  not  the 
eulogist  of  that  or  any  other  Administration, 
but  he  b^eved  it  had  been  properly  deemed  an 
economical  Administration.  By  looking  to  the 
history  of  the  revenue  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
it  appeared  that  in  1790,  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  collected  was  |470,000 ;  at  that  time  in 
the  whole  United  States,  the  revenue  collected 
was  little  more  than  three  millions.  The  reve- 
nue collected  at  the  port  of  New  York  last  year, 
was  $7,200,000,  and  he  presumed  that  during 
the  present  year  the  revenue  would  be  between 
nine  and  ten  millions^  or  equal  to  the  half  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  United  States.  He  asked 
whether,  under  tbese  circumstances,  it  was 
proper  or  Just  to  reduce  tiie  salaries  of  these 
officers.  There  were  no  officers  under  the  Gov- 
ernment who  more  faithfully  earned  their  sala- 
ries— ^there  was  no  department  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment,  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  or  State,  with  all 
their  auditors  and  clerks,  which  performed  as 
much  labor  as  was  executed  at  the  custom-house 
at  New  York.  As  we  had  a  few  days  since 
virtusJly  rejected  the  bill  reducing  our  own 
compensation,  he  hoped  the  House  would,  for 
this  session,  at  least,  rorbear  to  touch  the  salaries 
of  officers  whose  laoors  and  responsibility  had 
been  so  mudi  increased  in  thirt^jr  years.  It  was 
a  mistaken  policy  to  change  the  salaries  of  reve- 
nue offices. 

Mr.  Ohahbess  again  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  sustained  by  the  House — 
yeas  67,  nays  46. 

The  question,  ^' Shall  the  miun  question 
be  now  putt"  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 


nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  85, 
nays  51. 

The  main  question,  <<  Shall  the  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  oe  ordered  for  a  third  reading?" 
was  then  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walwobth,  a  recess  was 
ordered  until  6  o'clock. 


EvENnra  Session. 

Cumberland  Boad  Bgmir  BiU-^PreMenfs 
Veto, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbimbue,  the  several  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  pur^ 
pose;  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  the  pre- 
servation and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road," 
which  was  returned  to  this  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  instant, 
with  the  objections  which  appear  upon  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  4th  instant,  and  which  said  bill  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

An  Act  for  the  preaervation  and  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland Road. 

B«  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Route  of  i2eprs- 
aentattvee  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congreet 
atsembM,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  andiorixed  to  caase  to  be 
erected,  on  the  national  road  leading  from  Comber- 
land,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  so 
many  toll  houses,  gates,  and  tompikes,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  will  be  necessaiy  and  sufficient  to  collect 
the  duties  and  tolls  hereinafter  mentioned,  from  all 
persons  travelling  on  the  same,  to  be  erected  at  such 
places  as  he  may  determine ;  Provided^  That  the 
number  of  snch  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  not  exceed 
twelve,  nor  be  less  than  six ;  and  that  snch  gates 
and  tompikes  shall  be  erected  at  a  distance  not  less 
than  ten  miles  from  each  other. 

SEa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  as  soon 
as  the  said  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  be  ercNCted,  die 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised 
to  appoint,  or  cause  to  be  appointed,  toU-gatherers, 
to  demand  and  receive,  for  passing  the  Mid  turn- 
pikes, the  toUs  and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  who 
may  stop  any  person  riding,  leading,  or  driving,  any 
horses,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chair,  chaise^ 
phaeton,  cart,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  cania^ 
of  burden  or  pleasure,  from  passing  through  the  said 
gates  or  turnpikes,  until  they  shall  respectively  have 
paid  the  same,  that  is  to  say :  For  evexy  space  of 
twenty  miles  in  length  of  the  said  road,  the  following 
sums  of  money,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  ffreater 
or  lesser  distance,  to  wit :  For  every  score  of  sheep 
or  hogs,  six  and  a  quarter  cents ;  for  every  score  of 
cattle,  twelve  and  a  half  cents ;  for  every  led  or 
drove  horse,  one  cent ;  for  evexy  horse  and  rider,  six 
and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  sleigh  or  sled,  for 
each  horse  and  ox  drawing  the  same,  three  cents  ; 
for  every  dearborn,  sulky,  chair«  or  chaise,  with  one 
horse,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  for  every  chariot, 
coach,  coachee,  stage  wagon,  phaeton,  chaise,  or  dear- 
bom,  with  two  horses  and  four  wheels,  eighteen  and 
three-quarter  cents ;  for  either  of  the  carriages  last 
mentioned,  with  four  horses,  twenty-five  cents.  For 
every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  whatever 
name  it  may  go,  the  like  sum,  according  to  the 
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nomber  of  wheeb  and  hones  drawing  the  same.  For 
ertrj  oart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed 
the  hreadtfa  of  four  inches,  six  and  one-fourth  cents 
fbr  each  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same.  For  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth 
fonr  inches,  and  not  exceeding  six  inches,  three 
cents  for  every  hone  or  ox  drawing  the  same ;  and 
every  other  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  ex- 
ceed six  inches,  shall  pass  the  said  gates  free  and 
clear  of  toll :  Provided,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  authorize  the  superintendent  of 
the  road  to  commute  the  rates  of  toU  with  any  per- 
son, or  persons,  by  taking  of  him  or  thorn  a  certain 
anm  annually,  in  lieu  of  the  tolls  aforesaid :  And 
provided,  alto,  That  nothing  in  Htna  act  shall  be  con- 
strued BO  as  to  authorise  any  tolls  to  be  received  or 
collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  from  public 
worship,  or  to  or  ftom  his  common  business  on  his 
farm  or  woodland,  or  to  or  from  m  funeral,  or  to  or 
ftom  a  mill:  And  provided  further,  That  too  toll 
shall  be  received  or  collected  6r  the  passage  of  any 
wagon  or  carriage  laden  with  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  cannon  or  mUitazy  stores  bo- 
longing  to  the  United  States,  to  any  of  the  States 
composing  this  Union,  or  any  person  or  persons  on 
duty  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  miUtia  of  any  of  the  States. 

Ssa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
toU-gatheren  shall  settle  their  acconnts  quarterly 
with  the  superintendent  of  the  road,  and  at  all  other 
times  when  thereunto  required,  and  shall,  at  all 
times,  pay  over  to  him,  on  demand,  the  amount  of 
toUs  by  them  collected ;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
account  for  the  same  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy,  once  in  each  year,  and  quarterly,  if  re- 
quired. And  tile  said  superintendent  and  toll-gath- 
erers shall  ffovem  themselves  by  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations whldi  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  of  tolls,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  ex- 
penses and  charges  of  collection,  shall  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  repairs  and  preservation  of  said  road, 
in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  he 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  s^  to  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  directon 
shall  be  erected  at  proper  and  convenient  situations, 
to  caution  all  conductors  or  drivers  of  carriages  on 
the  road  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  at  all  times  pass 
on  the  left  of  each  other,  under  the  penalty  of  three 
dollars  for  every  offence. 

Ssa  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
crease or  diminish  tiie  tolls  established  by  this  act, 
in  case  it  should  be  found  upon  trial  that  the  sum 
collected  is  more,  or  less,  than  is  necessarv  to  keep 
the  said  road  in  repair ;  and  to  increase  or  lessen  the 
tolls  from  time  to  time,  on  any  particular  kind  of 
travelling  or  tran^rtation,  so  as  to  preserve  an  equi- 
table scale  of  rates,  and  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
tolls  at  such  seasons  of  the  year  as  he  may  direct : 
Provided,  however,  That  the  items  of  tolls  shall  not, 
at  any  time,  be  Increased  to  more  than  double  the 
rates  herein  established  and  allowed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjwriker  enacted.  That  if  any  of 
the  toll  gatheren  shau  unreasonably  delay  or  hinder 
any  passenger  or  traveller,  at  any  of  the  gates,  or 
shall  demand  or  receive  more  toll  tiian  is  by  this  act 


established,  he  shall,  for  each  and  eveiy  such  offence, 
forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  party  so  aggrieved,  the  sum  of 
ten  doDars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  if  any  perw 
son  who  shall  use  the  said  road,  shall,  with  a  view  to 
evade  the  payment  of  the  tolls  required  by  this  act, 
leave  the  said  road,  and  go  round  the  said  gates, 
every  such  person  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
and  pay  to,  and  for  the  use  of,  the  United  States,  the 
sum  of  twelve  dollars. 

Sxc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  toll 
gatheren  on  the  said  road  shall,  respectively,  receive 
compensation  for  their  services  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  cent*  on  the  amount  of  tolls  by  them  respectively 
collected:  Provided,  That  the  annual  compensation 
of  any  toll  gatherer  shall'  never  exceed  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  nor  shall  the  same  be 
less  in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
doUan ;  and  in  case  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount 
collected  by  any  toll  gatherer,  below  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  the  residue  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  tolls  collected  at  the  other  gates  on  the 
said  road. 

Saa  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  re- 
pairing the  Cumberland  road,  the  sum  of  nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents,  (being  an  unexpended  balance  of  money 
appropriated  by  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  for  completing  the  same,) 
be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated :  Provided,  however^  That  all  expenditures  aris- 
ing under  this  act,  or  connected  with  the  support  or 
repair  of  said  road,  beyond  the  sum  herein  appro- 
priated, shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  tolls  collected 
under  said  acts,  and  from  no  other  fund. 

Mr.  Bassett,  with  a  view  to  sooh  a  oonsid- 
eration  of  the  subject  as  its  importance  appear- 
ed to  him  to  require,  moved  to  refer  the  bill 
and  objections  to  a  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole; 
bat  the  House  refused  to  commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  expressed  in  strong  terms  his 
approbation  of  the  Message  of  the  President^ 
particularly  on  the  ground  that,  to  impose  a 
toll  on  this  particular  road,  while  other  roads 
were  free,  would  be  an  unequal  and  oppressive 
tax,  &c.  He  was,  however,  in  favor  of  keeping 
this  road  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  '^  Shall  this 
bin  pass,  notwithstanding  the  oblections  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ?^^  and  the  vote 
was  as  follows : 

YBA8.~MessrB.  Barstow,  Bateman,  Bhuddedge, 
Burrows,  Campbel  lof  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Chambers, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Deni- 
son,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
ticut, Findlay,  Fuller,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Hooks,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kirkland,  Leftwich,  Little,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Dof&e,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Milnor,  Montgomery,  Moore 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Neale,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Rankin,  Reid  of  Geor- 
gia, Rich,  Ross,  Russ,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sex^ 
geant,  Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Swearingen,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Upham, 
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Yance,  Walker,  WalworUi,  Williams  of  Viiginia,  and 
Woodson— 68. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Speaker,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  Archer,  Ball,  Bassett,  Blair,  Borland, 
Burton,  Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  Yoik, 
Cannon,  Colden,  Conner,  Crafts,  Crudup,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Farrelly,  Floyd,  Gilmer, 
Gist,  Gross,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hobart,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  McCoy, 
McSherzy,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Vii^ginia,  Over- 
street,  Patterson  of  New  Yoik,  Phillips,  Pitcher,  Reed 
of  Massachusetts,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rhea,  Rogers^ 
Ruggles,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spencer, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Tucker  of  Viigima,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Van  Wyok,  Whipple,  White,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
Worman,  and  Wright— 72. 

Two-thirds  of  all  the  members  being  required 
to  carry  this  question,  and  a  majority  having 
voted  against  it,  it  was  of  ooarse  not  oarried  ; 
and  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Wednbsdat,  May  8. 

The  House  met  at  six  o^clock,  according  to 
order,  and,  it  appearing  that  a  quoram  was  not 
present,  and  it  being  made  known  to  the  House 
that  the  Senate  did  not  meet  until  ten  o^olock 
to-day,  a  recess  of  this  House  was  ordered  un- 
til ten  o*clock. 

At  ten  o^dock  the  House  reassembled,  and 
continued  in  session,  with  occasional  recesses, 
until  all  the  business  which  was  transacted  yes- 
terday was  put  in  form,  and  the  necessary  mes« 
sages  interchanged  between  the  President  and 
the  two  Houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallabt,  (Mr.  Tatlos 
being  temporarily  in  the  chair,)  it  was 

Besolved,  vnanimoudy^  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  &e  honorable  Philip  P.  Bar- 
BOUB,  for  the  assiduity,  promptitude,  and  ability,  with 
which  he  has  administered  the  duties  of  the  Chair 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  LrrrLE  were  appointed  to 
announce  to  the  President  that  the  House  had 
got  through  their  business,  and  were  ready  to 
adjourn. 

The  committee  liaving  a  little  before  three 
o'clock  stated  to  the  House,  that  the  President 
had  informed  them  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make — 

Mr.  Speaker  Babboub  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  sesdon,  when 
I  was  unexpectedly  called  by  you  to  the  Chair,  I  ex- 
pressed the  profound  sense  of  gratitude  which  I  felt 
for  that  distinguished  mark  of  your  confidence ;  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  I  have  to  acknowledge  a  new 
and  increased  weight  of  obligation,  arising  fVom  the 
lesolution  which  you  have  this  day  adopted.  I 
should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  have  been  vain 
enough  to  suppose  that  I  could  have  passed  throogh 
the  long  and  laborious  session,  which  u  just  about  to 


be  terminated,  without  falling  into  some  eiror ;  still 
less  could  I  have  hoped  for  it,  under  the  oonscions- 
nes§  which  I  felt  of  my  inexperienoe  in  relation  to  the 
duties  of  my  office ;  if,  however,  I  have  erred,  I  trust 
it  has  been  in  points  not  material ;  I  know  it  has 
been  unintentional ;  and  the  approbation  which  yoa 
have  to-day  expressed  of  my  conduct  aflbrds  to  me  m 
gratifying  proof,  that,  whiLst  you  have  given  me  m 
generous  credit  for  the  purity  of  my  motives,  whilst 
you  have,  with  a  kind  indulgence,*  overlooked  my  de- 
fects, you  have  done  more  than  justice  to  my  best 
efforts  to  merit  your  good  opinion.  The  recollection 
of  these  things  will  long  be  cherished  by  me  as  m 
somroe  of  pleasure;  it  wifi  add  to  a  sense  of  duty,  m 
new  motive  to  endeavor,  by  v^erj  possible  exertion^ 
to  acquit  myself  of  tlie  high  responsibility  of  my  offioe^ 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  you.  At  this  moment  of 
approaching  separation,  permit  me  to  assure  yoa  of 
my  firiendship  and  good  feelings  to  you  all,  and  to 
express  the  sincere  desire,  that,  upon  retiring  from 
the  toils  of  legislation,  you  may  have  a  safe  and  happy 
retnm  to  the  bosoms  of  your  respective  families,  and 
that,  when  you  have  arrived  there,  you  may  ei^oy 
the  happiness  and  peace  which  ought  to  belong  to  the 
domestio  state. 

The  Spbasxb  then  adjourned  the  House  un- 
til the^s^  Monday  in  jbeeemh&r  next^  the  day 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress. 


SXJPPLEMENTAL  SPEECH. 

[From  the  Naiumal  JtddUg&ustr,  October  16, 1865.] 

A  Relxo  of  the  late  William  Lowndes. — Of 
all  the  distinguished  men  who  have  passed  periods  of 
their  lives  in  either  House  of  Congress  there  b  cer- 
tainly no  one,  of  any  thmg  like  equal  ability,  who 
has  left  fewer  traces  on  the  page  of  history,  or  on  the 
records  of  Congress,  than  William  Lowndes,  the 
eminent  Representative  for  several  yean  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina.  Not  that  he  was  less  honored 
and  respected,  as  well  for  his  elevated  patriotism  and 
his  fine  intellect,  as  for  his  high  moral  qualities  and 
his  social  virtues,  than  any  one  of  his  contempora- 
ries in  public  life.  But  that  so  few  of  his  eloquent 
speeches  are  to  be  found  on  record  is  attributable,  in 
part,  to  his  unfeigned  diffidence,  which  placed  less 
tiian  their  true  value  upon  his  own  exertions,  and  in 
part  to  an  objection  which  he  had,  on  principle,  to 
the  practice,  then  general,  of  writing  oui  speeches  for 
pubhcation,.  either  before  or  after  the  delivery. 

A  sketch,  however,  of  one  of  the  briefest  of  the 
speeches  of  this  eminent  statesman,  (who  but  for  his 
retiring  modesty  might,  to  our  luiowledge,  have 
worn  £e  highest  honors  in  the  gift  of  his  Govern- 
ment,} we  are  now  enabled  to  present  to  our  readers^ 
through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  into  whose  posses- 
sion it  came  by  the  death  of  a  relative.  Besides  the 
rarity  of  this  production,  as  an  exception  to  Mr.  L.'s 
rule  to  decline  writing  out  his  speeches,  the  sulgect  to 
which  it  relates  cannot  fail  to  interest  every  reader 
who  rishtly  appreciates  the  memory  of  Pbrrt,  the  re- 
nowned naval  commander,  whose  victory  on  Lake  Erie, 
during  the  war  of  1812,  gave  safety  to  the  exposed 
frontier  of  the  country,  and  greatiy  contributed,  with 
the  subsequent  events,  to  bring  about  an  honoraUe 
and  happy  peace. — £diion  NaL  InL 
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SujaplemmUal  Speech. 


[H.  OF  R. 


Bndorudin  Mr,  Senator  Silsbxx'b  handtoritinff^ 
"Sfbioh  of  Eon,  W.  Lowkdxs,  for  the  Ro- 
lief  of  the  Family  of  Commodore  I^dkbt, 
written  offly  Mr.  L.  at  my  request.^^  Sewion 
tf/1820-'21.— J^an.  28-24. 

Mr.  Gbairman :  I  ooold  wish,  bnt  I  dare  not 
hope,  that  the  gentleman  from  Eentuckj,  (Mr. 
HXsdin,)  by  withdrawing  his  amendment,  will 
afford  to  the  committee  uie  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing a  direct  vote  on  the  bill  which  is  before 
them.  If  the  health  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolph)  had  allowed  him  to  ex- 
plain his  views  to  the  committee,  I  shoold  have 
been  entirely  silent.  As  it  is, ^I  ^all  say  but  a 
few  words. 

We  do  not  object  to  the  law  which  defines 
the  cases  in  which  pensions  may  be  given  by 
the  EzecQtive  Government,  and  limits  their 
amount  It  is  right  that  there  should  be  a 
general  rule,  and  that  prescribed  by  the  law  is 
a  safe  one.  It  is  a  law  to  tiie  Executive  Gov- 
ernment But  it  does  not  withdraw  from  Oon- 
gress  the  power.  It  caunot  supersede  the  duty 
of  expressing  our  gratitude  for  signal  services, 
and  of  providing  (where  the  letter  of  the  law 
does  not  do  so)  for  the  family  of  the  man  who 
lived  and  died  for  his  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  says  that 
Commodore  Perry  did  not  die  of  a  wound.  It 
was  his  last  regret  that  he  had  not  fallen  on  the 
quarter-deck  of  his  own  ship.  Bnt  the  disease 
which  carried  him  off  was  one  to  which  he 
could  not  have  been  exposed  but  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  his  Government  He  died  not 
only  while  he  was  in  service,  but  because  he 
was  in  service.  Shall  we  aggravate  the  irre- 
parable loss  of  his  famUy  by  leaving  it  in  hope- 
less poverty  f  Gentlemen  are  unwiUing  to  grant 
pensions.  They  are  granted  now.  They  fear, 
from  the  example  of  other  nations,  that  we  shall 
become  profuse  in  our  generositv.  No  Govern- 
ment has  been  lavish  to  the  aead.  Postpone 
the  remuneration  for  the  highest  military  ser- 
vices until  the  man  who  rendered  them  is  no 
more,  and  the  most  suspicious  economy  may 
hug  itself  in  confidence  that  the  hour  of  danger- 
ous extravagance  has  passed. 

Yon  wiU  not  say  that  our  giuititude  should 
end  with  the  services  of  Commodore  Perry — 
with  his  life  ?  But,  his  services  have  not  ended. 
We  have  still  the  inland  seas  which  were  re- 
covered by  his  arms.  His  example  lives;  and 
i^  at  some  period  of  fhture  depression  and  dis- 
may, we  shall  be  told  that  single  ships  may  an- 
noy the  commerce  of  our  enemy,  but  that  an 
assembled  fieet  would  be  a  prize  to  a  power 


which  it  is  wiser  to  elude  than  to  resist,  his  ex- 
ample shall  rebuke  our  weakness  and  enlighten 
our  feeling.  Yqu  will  rally  the  desponding 
spirits  of  the  country  by  his  name.  I  am  not 
willing  to  speak  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  It 
is  a  theme  for  pride  and  emulation,  and  that 
temper  is  subdued  in  me  now,  by  the  condition 
of  that  man's  fSamily,  to  whom  we  owe  the  vic- 
tory. But,  though  I  cannot  describe,  never 
shfiJl  I  forget  the  circumstances  of  that  battle. 
Courage  might  have  saved  your  fleet  from  cap- 
ture, not  from  destruction.  The  highest  praise 
of  other  men  would  have  been  to  take  refuge 
from  captivity  in  honorable  death.  The  hattU 
tocu  already  lost;  and  it  was  at  a  moment  when 
the  rarest  union  of  skill  and  courage  could  not 
have  effected  a  retreat,  that  the  genius  of  Peny 
gave  you  a  victory.  You  all  remember  the  de- 
spondence which  preceded  that  victory,  the 
confidence  which  followed  it  It  gave  a  new. 
and,  I  trust,  a  permanent  direction  to  the  naval 
policy  of  this  country.  I  know  of  no  action  of 
modem  or  of  ancient  times  where  success  has 
resulted  more  undeniably  from  the  personal 
conduct  of  the  commander.  Two  of  the  great- 
est actions  of  our  day  have  been  decided  by  the 
arrival  of  an  unexpected  reinforcement*  Bnt 
who  will  tell  tne  of  another  commander,  who, 
in  the  most  desperate  peril  of  his  battle,  left  the 
command  which  he  could  not  otherwise  save, 
and  brought  back  with  him  the  reinforcement 
which  saved  his  victory  ?  The  naval  glory  of 
the  country  is  without  spot  I  make  no  invidi- 
ous demonstration.  I  apply  no  prism  to  the 
ray  to  separate  the  different  colors  whose  gene- 
ral character  ie  light.  Hut  the  Navy  which  has 
done  so  much  for  the  nation  feels  how  much 
has  been  done  by  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  for  its 
character  and  its  prospects.  There  is  not  a  sea- 
man whose  homely  meal  would  not  be  embit- 
tered by  the  refiection  that  the  family  of  his  old 
commander  had  been  excluded  from  the  bounty 
of  his  Government.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
commander  had  longer  lived,  if  another  war,  if 

an  Atlantic  Navy But  I  must  not  pursue 

this  course  of  observation.  My  mind  is  suffi- 
ciently filled  with  the  recollection  of  what  he 
was,  without  refiecting  upon  what  he  would  have 
been.  We  have,  gentlemen,  the  fullest  proof 
that  the  objects  of  the  proposed  bounty  are  en- 
tirely destitute.  The  question  is  a  simple  one.' 
Will  you  decide,  by  your  votes,  that  the  children 
of  Commodore  Perry  shall  be  without  educa- 
tion— his  wife  without  a  home? 


*  ICarengo  and  Waterloa 
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SEVENTEENTH  CONGRESS-SECOND  SESSION. 


BEGUN   AT   THE    CITY   OF   WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER   2,  1822. 


PEOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  December  2, 1822. 
The  Second  SesBion  of  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
gress commenced  this  day  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

pbbsent: 

David  L.  Mobbill,  and  John  F.  Fabbott, 
from  New  Hampshire. 

James  Llotd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Nehbmiah  R.  Knight,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Elijah  Boabdman,  and  Jahes  Lankan,  frpm 
Connecticut. 

WiTXTAM  A.  Palmbb,  and  Hobatio  Setmottb, 
from  Vermont. 

RuFus  Kino,  and  Mabtin  Van  Buben,  from 
New  York. 

Mahlon  Dioexbson,  from  New  Jersey. 

WiLUAM  FiNDLAT,  and  Walteb  Lowbie, 
from  Pennsylvania. 

CfiSAB  A  Rodney,  and  Nicholas  Van  Dyide, 
from  Delaware. 

James  Babboub,  and  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd,  and  William  Smith,  from 
South  Carolina. 

RiOHABD  M.  Johnson,  and  Isham  Talbot, 
from  Kentucky. 

John  H.  Eaton,  and  John  Wiluams,  from 
Tennessee. 

Ethan  Allen  Bbown,  and  Benjamin  Rug- 
GLES,  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Bbown,  and  Henby  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana.  » 

James  Noble,  and  Walleb  Taylob,  from  In- 
diana. 

David  Holmes,  and  Thomas  H.  Williamb, 
from  Mississippi. 

NiNiAN  Edwabds,  from  Illinois. 

John  Chandleb,  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Babton,  from  Missouri. 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
samed  the  Chair. 


James  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Habbison  Gbay  Otis,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate. 

A  quorum  of  the  members  being  present,  a 
message  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  announcing 
the  fact,  and  the  readiness,  of  the  Senate  to 
proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babboxtb,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  t^e  two 
Houses  are  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
from  him;  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Maoon,  were  appointed;  and  the  Senate 
then  ad(joumed. 


Tuesday,  December  8. 

Daniel  D,  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  reported,  from  the 
joint  committee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  informed  the 
committee  that  he  would  make  H  communica- 
tion to  the  two  Houses  this  day. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  proposition  for  the 
appointment  of  two  ohaplams,  to  interchange 
weekly  between  the  two  nouses  of  Congress. 

Fre»ident^9  Annual  Meu(ig&, 
After  adopting  several  orders  connected  with 

the  despatch  of  business — 
The  following  Message  was  received  frx>m  the 

Pbesident  07  the  United  States  : 

FeUouMAigaiB  ^  the  jSenaU  and 

House  of  BqtrueniaUvet : 
Many  causes  unite  to  make  our  present  meethig 
peculiarly  interesting  to  car  constitaents.    The  ope- 
ration of  our  laws  on  the  various  salgeots  to  whidi 
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Dbckwbkr, 


Presidm^g  AmnuU  Metaage, 


[SmrATK. 


ihey  apply,  with  the  amendments  which  thej  ooca- 
donallj  require,  imposes,  ammaily,  an  important  daty 
on  the  representatives  of  a  free  people.  Onr  system 
has  happQj  advanced  to  snch  matority,  that  I  am 
not  aware  that  yomr  cares,  in  ihat  respect^  will  be 
angmented.  Other  causes  exist  which  are  bigUy  in- 
teresting to  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  to  no  por- 
tion of  it  more  so,  in  certain  views,  than  to  the 
United  States.  Of  these  causes,  and  of  their  bearing 
on  the  interests  of  our  Union,  I  shall  communioate 
tiie  sentiments  which  I  have  formed  with  that  free- 
dom which  a  sense  of  duty  dictates.  It  is  proper, 
however,  to  invite  your  attention,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  those  concerns  respecting  which  Legislative 
provision  is  thought  to  be  particularly  urgent 

On  the  24th  of  June  last,  a  Convention  of  Naviga- 
tion and  Commerce  was  concluded,  in  this  city,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  by  Bfinisters 
duly  authorized  for  the  purpose.  The  sanction  of  the 
Executive  having  been  given  to  this  convention  under 
m  conviction  that,  taking  tSl  its  stipulations  into  view, 
it  rested  essentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and  equal 
advantage,  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  in  complianoe  with 
the  authority  vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  of  the  6th  May, 
oonoeming  navigation,  to  suspend,  by  proclamation, 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  op- 
eration of  the  act,  entitied  "  An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  purposes,*  and  to  suspend,  likewise,  all  other 
duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in 
them,  which  exceeded  the  duties  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  on  amilar  goods  imported  in  them.  I 
shall  submit  this  convention  forthwith  to  the  Senate 
for  its  advice  and  consent  as  to  the  ratification. 

Since  your  last  session,  the  prohibition  which  had 
been  imposed  on  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colonies,  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  this  continent,  has  likewise  been  removed. 
Sal&sfactoiy  evidence  having  been  adduced  that  the 
ports  of  those  colonies  had  been  opened  to  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  by  an  act  of  the  British 
Parliament,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  June  last,  on 
the  conditions  q»ecified  therein,  I  deemed  it  proper, 
in  compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  the  last  session  above  recited,  to  declare, 
by  proclamation,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  August 
last,  that  the  ports  of  the  United  States  should 
thenceforward,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  be  open  to  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain 
employed  in  that  trade,  under  the  limitation  spedfied 
in  that  proclamation. 

A  dqpbt  was  entertained  whether  the  act  of  Con- 
gress applied  to  the  British  colonies  on  this  conti- 
nent, as  well  as  to  those  in  the  West  Indies ;  but,  as 
the  act  of  Parliament  opened  the  intercourse  equally 
with  both,  and  it  was  the  manifest  intention  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  the  obvious  policy  of  the  United 
Stetes,  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Parliament 
should  be  met,  in  equal  extent,  on  the  part  of  ^e 
United  States,  and  as  also  the  act  of  Congress  was 
supposed  to  vest  in  the  President  some  dinretion  in 
the  execution  of  it,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  give  it  a 
corresponding  construction. 

Should  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  Senate 
be  given  to  the  ratification  of  the  Convention  with 
France,  legislative  provisions  will  be  necessary  to 
cmj  it  fully  into  efibct,  as  it  likewise  will  be  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be  deemed 
JQSt  and  proper,  the  intercourse  which  has  been 


opened  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies.  Every  light  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tive, will,  in  due  time,  be  communicated  on  both 
subjects. 

Besting  essentially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and 
equal  advantage,  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  transactions  with  other  powers,  to  meet  the 
propositions  of  each  with  a  liberal  ^irit,  believing 
that  thereby  the  interest  of  our  country  would  be 
most  effectually  promoted.  This  course  has  been 
systematicallv  pursued  in  the  late  occurrences  with 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  strict  accord  with 
the  views  of  the  Legislature.  A  confident  hope  is 
entertained,  that,  by  the  arrangement  thus  com- 
menced with  each,  all  differences  respecting  navigar- 
tion  and  commerce  with  the  dominions  in  question, 
will  be  adjusted,  and  a  solid  foundation  be  laid  for  an 
active  ana  permanent  intercourse,  which  will  prove 
equally  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

The  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  on  the  question  submitted  to  him  by  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concerning  the 
construction  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  has  been  received.  A  Convention  has  since 
been  concluded,  between  the  parties,  under  the  me- 
diation of  His  Imperial  Mfgesty,  to  prescribe  the 
mode  by  which  that  article  shall  be  carried  into 
effect,  in  conformity  with  that  decision.  I  shall  sub- 
mit this  Convention  to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and 
consent,  as  to  the  ratification,  and,  if  obtained,  shall 
immediately  bring  the  subject  be&re  Congress,  for 
such  provisions  as  may  require^  the  interposition  of 
the  Legislature. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session,  a 
tenitorial  government  has  been  established  in 
Florida,  on  the  principles  of  our  system.*  By  this 
act,  the  inhabitants  are  secured  in  the  full  ei^joyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  to  admission  into 
the  Union,  with  equal  participation  in  the  govern- 
ment with  the  original  States,  on  the  conditions 
heretofore  prescribed  to  other  territories.  By  a 
clause  in  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain, 
by  which  that  Territory  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  it  is  stipulated  that  satisfaction  shall  be  made 
for  the  ixguries,  if  any,  which,  by  process  of  law, 
shall  be  establidied  to  have  been  suffered,  by  the 
Spanish  officers,  and  individual  Spanish  inhabitants, 
by  the  late  operations  of  our  troops,  in  Florida.  No 
provision  having  yet  been  made  to  cany  that  stipu- 
lation into  effect,  it  is  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  to  vest  the 

*  In  oontrsdlstlnotlon  to  the  Spanish  system,  which  was 
only  temporary,  and  to  prevail  while  taking  possession  of 
the  Territory,  and  until  Congress  ooold  have  time  to  organ- 
ize a  regular  Territorial  Oovemment  The  energy  with 
which  General  Jackson  had  exercised  the  powers  of  Captain 
Ctoneral  of  Cuba,  had  quickened  the  diligence  of  Congress, 
and  the  bill,  **  on  the  principles  of  our  own  system,"  was 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  Congress,  after  the  exhibition 
of  that  energy.  It  was  the  first  grade  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  as  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  "87,  with  so 
much  of  the  second  grade  as  admitted  a  resident  cooncU  to 
a  share  in  the  legislative  powor~-the  same  that  had  been 
allowed  to  the  Orleans  Territorial  €K>vemment  when  a  reg^ 
ular  government  was  given  to  that  Territory  in  place  of  the 
temporary  Spanish  system,  which  was  oontlnned  as  it  was 
found  nntil  Congress  had  time  to  matore  a  government  ac- 
cording to  that  oonstltntion  for  Tenltoiies— the  ordinance 
of  *87,  adopted  by  the  Congress  of  *89. 
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competent  power  in  the  district  court  at  Pensacola, 
or  in  some  tribunal,  to  be  specially  organised  for  the 
purpose. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  year  have  been  more 
SQCcessfnl  than  had  been  anticipated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year,  have  exceeded  the  sum  of 
fourteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  payments  made  at  the  Treasury 
during  the  same  period,  have  exceeded  twelve  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  dollars ; 
leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  80th  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  (including  one  million  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  which  were  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janiiaiy  last,)  a  sum 
exceeding  four  millions  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  doUars. 

Besides  discharging  aU  demands  for  the  cuirent 
service  of  tlie  year,  including  the  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  public  debt,  the  six  per  cent  stock 
of  1796,  amounting  to  eighty  thousand  dollars,  has 
been  redeemed.  It  is  estimated  that,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  present  quarter,  and  re- 
deeming the  two  millions  of  six  per  cent  stock  of 
1820,  there  will  remain  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  nearly  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
.  which  have  been  secured,  from  the  first  of  Januazy 
to  the  30th  of  September  last,  has  exceeded  nine- 
teen millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
amount  for  the  whole  year  will  probably  not  fall 
short  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars. 

Of  the  actual  force  in  service  under  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  the  posts  at  which  it  is  sta- 
tioned, and  the  condition  of  each  post,  a  report  from 
'  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  now  conmiunicated, 
will  give  a  distinct  idea.  By  like  reports,  the  state 
of  the  Academy  at  West  Point  will  be  seen,  as  will 
be  the  progress  which  has  been  made  on  the  fortifi- 
cations along  the  coast,  and  at  the  National  Armo- 
ries and  Arsenals. 

The  position  on  tiie  Red  River,  and  that  at  the 
Sault  of  St  Marie,  are  the  only  new  posts  that  have 
been  taken.  These  posts,  with  those  already  occu- 
pied in  the  interior,  are  thought  to  be  well  adapted 
to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers.  AU  the  force,  not 
placed  in  the  garrisons  along  the  ooast,  and  in  the 
ordnance  depots,  and  indispensably  necessary  there, 
is  placed  on  the  frontiers. 

The  organization  of  the  several  corps  composing 
the  army,  is  such  as  to  admit  its  expansion  to  a  great 
extent,  in  case  of  emergency,  the  officers'  carrying 
with  them  all  the  light  which  they  possess  to  the 
new  corps,  to  which  they  might  be  appointed. 

With  the  organization  of  the  stafi;  there  is  equal 
cause  to  be  satisfied.  By  the  concentration  of  every 
branch,  with  its  chief  in  this  city,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Department,  and  with  a  grade,  in  the  chief  mili- 
tary station,  to  keep  alive  and  cherish  a  military 
spirit,  the  greatest  promptitude  in  the  execution  of 
orders,  with  the  greatest  economy  and  efficiency,  are 
secured.  The  same  view  is  taken  of  the  Military 
Academy.  Good  order  is  preserved  in  it,  and  the 
youth  are  well  instructed  in  every  science  connected 
with  the  great  objects  of  the  InstitutioiL  They  are 
also  well  trained  and  disciplined  in  the  practical 
parts  of  the  profession.  It  has  been  always  found 
difficult  to  control  the  aidor  insepanible  from  that 


early  age,  in  such  maimer  as  to  give  it  a  proper 
direction.  The  rights  of  manhood  are  too  often 
claimed,  prematurely ;  in  pressing  which  too  far,  the 
respect  which  is  due  to  age,  and  the  obedience  ne- 
cessary to  a  course  of  study  and  instruction,  in  every 
such  institution,  are  sometimes  lost  sight  of.  The 
great  object  to  be  accomplished,  is  the  restraint  of 
tiiat  ardor,  by  such  wise  regulations  and  govermnent, 
as,  by  directing  all  the  energies  of  the  youthful  mind 
to  the  attainment  of  useful  knowledge,  will  keep  it 
within  a  jast  subordination,  and  at  the  same  time  • 
elevate  it  to  the  highest  purposes.  This  object  seems 
to  be  essentially  obtained  in  this  Institution,  and 
with  great  advantage  to  tiie  Union. 

The  Military  Academy  forms  the  basis,  in  regard 
to  science,  on  which,  the  Military  Elstablishment 
rests.  It  furnishes  annually,  after  due  examination, 
and  on  the  report  of  the  academic  staff,  many  well- 
informed  youths  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occur  in 
the  several  corps  of  the  army,  while  otiiers,  who  re- 
tire to  private  life,  carry  with  them  such  attain- 
ments, as,  under  the  right  reserved  to  the  several 
States  to  appoint  the  officers,  and  to  train  the  militia, 
will  enable  them,  by  affording  a  wider  field  for  se- 
lection, to  promote  the  great  object  of  the  power 
vested  in  Congress,  of  providing  for  the  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia.  Thus,  by  the 
mutual  and  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  two 
Governments,  in  the  execution  of  a  power  divided 
between  them,  an  object  always  to  be  cherished,  the 
attainment  of  a  great  result,  on  which  our  liberties 
may  depend,  cannot  fail  to  be  secured.  I  have  to 
add,  that,  in  proportion  as  our  regular  force  is  small, 
should  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  the  militia, 
the  great  resource  on  which  we  rely,  be  pushed  to 
the  utmost  extent  that  circumstances  will  admit 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  oK  the  Navy  wiU  com- 
municate the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  with  other  interesting 
details  respecting  the  actual  state  of  the  affairs  of 
that  department  It  has  been  found  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce,  to  maintain  the 
usual  squadrons  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  Pacific, 
and  along  the  Atiantic  coast,  extending  the  cruises 
of  the  latter  into  the  West  Indies,  whero  piracy,  or- 
ganized into  a  system,  has  preyed  on  the  commerce 
of  every  country  trading  thither.  A  cruise  has  also 
been  maintained  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  when  the 
season  would  permit,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade;  and  orders  have  been  given  to  the  com- 
manders of  all  our  public  ships  to  seize  our  own  ves- 
sels, should  they  find  any  engaged  in  that  trade,  and 
to  bring  them  in  for  ai^dication. 

lu  the  West  Indies  piracy  is  of  recent  date,  which 
may  explain  the  cause  why  other  powers  have  not 
combined  against  it  By  the  documents  communi- 
cated, it  will  be  seen  that  the  efforts  of  the  United 
States  to  suppress  it,  have  had  a  very  salutary  effect 
The  benevolent  provision  of  the  act,  under  which  the 
protection  has  been  extended  alike  to  the  commerce 
of  other  nations,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated 
by  them. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  last  session,  en- 
titied  *'  An  act  to  abolish  the  United  States  Trddiog 
EstabUshments,"  agents  were  immediately  appointed, 
and  instructed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  close  the  business  of  the  trading- 
houses  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  settle  th^;  ac- 
counts of  the  factors  and  sub-factors  engaged  in  that 
trade,  and  to  execute,  in  all  other  respects,  the  in- 
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jnnetioiis  of  that  act,  in  fli«  mode  praicribed  tiierem. 
A  final  nport  of  ^tdt  prooeedinga  shall  be  oomimi> 
located  to  Coagms  as  soon  as  it  is  reoeired. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  hare  to  state  that  a  seii- 
oos  malad J  has  deprived  ns  of  manjTthiaUe  citiaens 
at  Pensaoola,  and  cheeked  the  ptogiess  of  some  of 
flioM  aRan^ements  -which  are  important  to  the  Ter- 
ritory. This  eflect  has  bean  sensibly  felt  in  respect 
to  the  Indians  who  inhabit  that  Territory,  consisting 
of  the  remnants  of  sereral  tribes,  who  oociq>y  the 
middle  ground  between  St  Angnstine  and  Pensaoola, 
with  extendvB  dakas,  bvt  undefined  boondaries. 
Although  peace  is  preserved  with  those  Indians^  yet 
their  position  and  claims  tend  essentially  to  intoimpt 
the  intoroonrse  between  the  Easterly  and  Western 
pnts  of  the  Territory,  on  which  our  nihabitants  are 
principally  settled.  It  is  essential  to  the  growth  and 
prosperi^  of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  to  the  inter- 
esto  of  the  Union,  that  these  Indians  should  be  re- 
moved, by  special  compact  with  them,  to  some  other 
position,  or  concentrated  within  narrower  limits 
iriiere  they  are.  With  the  limited  means  in  the 
power  of  Uie  Executive,  instructions  were  given  to 
the  '(Yovemor  to  accomplish  this  object,  so  far  as  it 
mig^t  be  practicable,  which  was  prevented  by  the 
distressing  malady  referred  ta  To  carry  it  fully 
into  eflect,  in  either  mode,  additional  funds  will  be 
necessary,  to  the  provision  of  which  the  powers  of 
Congress  alone  are  competent  With  a  view  to  such 
provision  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  the  subject  is 
submitted  to  your  consideration,  and^  in  the  interim, 
further  proceedings  are  suspended. 

It  appearing  that  so  mudi  of  the  act,  entitled  *<  An 
act  regulating  the  staff  of  the  Army,"  which  passed 
on  the  14th  April,  1818,  as  relates  to  the  Commia- 
sariat,  will  expire  in  April  next,  and  the  practical 
operation  of  that  department  having  evinced  its  great 
utility,  the  propriety  of  its  renewal  is  submitt^  to 
your  consideration. 

The  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the  probable 
productiveness  of  the  lead  mines,  connected  with  the 
importance  of  the  material  to  the  public  defence, 
makes  it  expedient  that  they  should  be  managed 
with  peculiar  care.  It  is  therefore  suggested  whether 
it  will  not  comport  with  the  public  interest  to  provide 
by  law  for  the  appointment  <^  an  agent  skilled  in 
mineralogy,  to  superintend  them,  under  the  direction 
of  the  proper  department 

It  is  understood  that  the  Cumberland  road,  which 
was  constructed  at  a  great  expense,  has  alreadv  suf- 
fered firom  the  want  of  that  regular  superintendence, 
and  of  those  repairs,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  such  a  work.  This  road  is  of  incal- 
culable advantage,  in  facilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Western  and  the  Atlantic  States.  Through 
it,  the  whole  country  from  the  northern  extremi^ 
of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Mississippi,  and  from  all  the 
waters  which  empty  into  each,  finds  an  easy  and  di- 
rect communication  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
thence  to  the  Atlantic  The  facility  which  it  affords 
to  all  military  and  commercial  operations,  and  also 
to  those  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  cannot  be 
estimated  too  highly.  This  great  work  is  likewise 
an  ornament  and  an  honor  to  the  nation.  Believing 
that  a  competent  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  r^s- 
tom  of  internal  improvement  has  not  been  granted  to 
Congress,  but  that  such  a  power,  confined  to  great 
national  purposes,  and  with  proper  limitations,  would 
be  productive  of  eminent  advantage  to  our  Union,  I 
have  thought  it  advisable  that  an  amendment  of  tiie 


oonstitntion,  to  that  elftct,  should  be  reoommended 
to  the  several  States.  A  bill  which  assumed  the 
right  to  adopt  and  execute  such  a  system  having 
been  presented  for  my  signature,  at  the  last  sesrion, 
I  was  compelled,  firom  the  view  which  I  had  taken 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  to  negative 
it,  on  which  occasion  I  thought  it  proper  to  commu- 
nicate the  sentimente  which  I  had  formed,  on  mature 
oontideration,  on  the  whole  subject  To  that  com- 
munication, in  all  the  views  in  which  the  great  inter- 
est  to  which  it  relates  may  be  supposed  to  merit 
your  attention,  I  have  now  to  refer.  Should  Con- 
gress, however,  deem  it  improper  to  recommend  such 
an  amendment,  they  have,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, the  right  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  by  pro- 
viding for  the  superintendence  of  it,  and  appropriating 
the  money  necessary  for  repairs.  Surely,  if  they  had 
the  right  to  appropriate  money  to  make  the  road, 
they  hiave  a  right  to  appropriate  it  to  preserve  tha 
road  firom  ruin.  From  the  exercise  of  this  power  no 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Under  our  happy  sys- 
tem, the  people  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  fountain 
of  power.  Each  government  originates  from  them, 
and  to  them  alone,  each  to  its  proper  constituents^ 
are  they  respectively  and  solely  responsible,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  within  their  oonsti«* 
tutional  limits.  And  that  the  people  will  confine 
their  public  agents,  of  every  station,  to  the  strict  line 
of  tlieir  constitutional  duties,  there  is  no  cause  to 
doubt  Having,  however,  oommupicated  my  senti- 
mente to  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  fully,  in  the 
docimient  to  which  I  have  referred,  respecting  the 
right  of  appropriation,  as  distinct  from  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  over  the  territory  in 
question,  I  deem  it  imprc^r  to  enlarge  on  the  sub- 
ject here. 

From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  it  i^pears  that  our  manufactures,  though 
depressed  immediately  after  the  peace,  have  con- 
siderably increased,  and  are  still  increasing,  under 
the  encouragement  given  them  by  the  tariff  of  1816, 
and  by  subsequent  laws.  Satisfied  I  am,  whatever 
may  be  the  abstract  doctrine  in  favor  of  unrestricted 
commerce,  provided  all  nations  would  concur  in  it, 
and  it  was  not  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  war,  which 
has  never  occurred,  and  cannot  be  expected,  that 
there  ara  other  strong  reasons  applicable  to  our  situ- 
ation, and  relations  with  other  countries,  which  im- 
pose on  us  the  obligation  to  cherish  and  sustain  our 
manufactures.  Satisfied,  however,  I  likewise  am, 
tiiat  the  interest  of  every  part  of  our  Union,  evep  of 
those  most  benefited  by  manufactures,  requires  that 
this  subject  should  be  touched  witii  the  greatest 
caution,  and  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  effect  to  be 
produced  by  the  slightest  change.  On  full  consid- 
eration of  tne  subject,  in  all  its  relations,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  a  further  augmentation  may  now  be 
made  of  the  duties  on  certain  foreign  articles,  in 
favor  of  our  own,  and  without  affecting,  injuriously, 
any  other  interest.  For  more  precise  details,  I  refer 
you  to  the  communications  which  were  made  to  Con- 
gress during  the  last  session. 

So  great  was  she  amount  of  accounte  for  moneys 
advanced  during  the  late  war,  in  addition  to  others 
of  a  previous  date,  which,  in  the  regular  operations 
of  the  Government,  necessarily  remained  unsettied, 
that  it  required  a  considerable  length  of  time  tur 
their  a^ustment  By  a  report  from  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  on  the  fourth 
cf  March,  1817,  the  accounte  then  nnsettled  amounts 
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ed  to  on«  hundred  and  three  millions  sixty-eight 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  serentj-^z  dollars  and 
forty-one  cents,  of  which,  on  the  80th  of  Septemher 
of  the  present  year,  ninety-three  millions  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thonsand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  had  heen  set- 
tled ;  leaving  on  that  day  a  balance  unsettled  of  nine 
millions  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollsirs  and  eighty-five 
cents.  That  there  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury, in  paying  the  public  debt,  and  sustaining  the 
Government  in  all  its  operations  and  disbursements 
since  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  millions  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents,  the  accounts  for  which  have  been  settled  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions 
five  hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  twelve  oents ;  leaving  a  balance 
unsettled  of  nineteen  millions  six  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents.  For  precise  de- 
tails respecting  each  of  these  balances,  I  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller,  and  the  documents  which 
accompany  it. 

Fh>m  this  view  it  appears  that  oor  commercial 
differences  with  France  and  Great  Britain  have 
been  placed  in  a  train  of  amicable  arrangement^  on 
conditions  fair  and  honorable  in  both  instances  to 
each  party ;  that  our  finances  are  in  m  very  produo- 
tive  state,  our  revenue  being  at  present  ftilly  com- 
petent to  all  the  demands  upon  it ;  that  our  militazy 
force  is  well  organized  in  all  its  branches,  and  capable 
of  rendering  the  most  important  service,  in  case  of 
emergency,^  that  its  number  will  admit  of;  that 
due  progress  has  been  made,  under  existing  appro- 
priations, in  the  construction  of  fortificalaons  and  in 
the  operations  of  the  Ordnance  Department ;  that 
due  progress  has,  in  like  manner,  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  diips  of  war ;  that  our  Navy  is  In  the 
best  condition,  felt  and  respected  in  eveiy  sea  in 
which  it  is  employed  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce ;  that  our  manufactures  have  augmented  in 
amount  and  improved  in  quality ;  that  great  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  and  in 
the  recovery  of  the  balances  due  by  individuals ;  and 
that  the  utmost  economy  is  secured  and  observed  in 
eveiy  Department  of  the  Administration. 

Other  objects  will  likewise  daim  your  attention ; 
beoause,  from  the  station  which  the  United  States 
hold  as  a  member  of  the  great  community  of  nations, 
they  have  rights  to  maintain,  duties  to  perform,  and 
dangers  to  encounter. 

A  strong  hope  was  entertained  that  peace  would 
ere  this  have  been  concluded  between  Spain  and  the 
independent  Governments  south  of  the  United  States 
in  this  hemisphere.  Long  experience  having  evinced 
the  competency  of  those  Governments  to  maintain 
the  independence  which  they  have  declared,  it  was 
presumed  that  the  considerations  which  induced 
their  recognition  by  the  United  States^  would  have 
had  equal  weight  witii  other  powers,  and  that  Spain 
herBelt^  yielding  to  those  magnanimous  feelings  of 
which  her  history  furnishes  so  many  examples^ 
would  have  terminated,  on  that  basis,  a  controversy 
ao  unavailing,  and  at  the  same  time  so  destructive. 
We  still  cherish  the  hope  that  this  result  will  not 
Umg  be  postponed. 

Sustaining  our  neutral  position,  and  allowing  to 
each  party,  while  the  war  otmtinues,  equal  righl^  it 


is  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  daim  of  each 
with  equal  rigor,  the  faithful  observance  of  our  ru^ts^ 
according  to  the  well-known  law  of  nations.  From 
each,  therefore,  a  like  co-operation  is  expected  in  the 
suppression  of  the  piratical  practioe  which  has  grown 
out  of  this  war,  and  of  blo<^ades  of  extensive  coasts 
on  both  seas,  which,  consideiing  the  smaU  force  em- 
ployed to  sustain  them,  have  not  the  slightest  founda- 
tion to  rest  on. 

Europe  is  still  unsettled,  and  although  the  war  long 
menaced  between  Russia  and  Turicey  has  not  broken 
out^  there  is  no  certainty  that  tfab  dinsrences  between 
those  powers  will  be  amicably  adjusted.  If  is  impos- 
sible to  look  to  the  oppressions  of  Ae  country,  re- 
specting which  those  dinsrenoes  arose,,  without  being 
deeply  afiected.  The  mention  of  Greece  fills  the 
mind  with  the  most  exalted  sentiments,  and  arouses 
in  our  bosoms  the  best  feelings  of  which  our  nature 
is  susceptible.  Superior  skill  and  refinement  in  the 
arts,  heroic  gallantry  in  action,  disinterested  patriot- 
ism, enthusiastic  zeal  and  devotion  in  favor  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  are  associated  with  our  recollections  of 
andent  Greece.  That  sudi  a  country  should  have 
been  overwhelmed,  and  so  long  hidden,  as  it  were» 
from  the  world,  under  a  gloomy  despotiAn,  has  been 
a  cause  of  unceasing  and  deep  resret  to  generous 
minds  for  ages  past  It  was  natunJ,  therefore,  that 
the  reappearance  of  these  people  in  tiieix  original 
character,  contending  in  favor  of  their  libertaes, 
should  produce  that  great  exdtement  and  mipathy 
in  their  favor,  which  have  been  so  signally  displayed 
throughout  the  United  States.  A  strong  hope  is  en- 
tertained that  these  people  will  recover  their  inde- 
pendence, and  resume  their  equal  station  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  in  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  it 
must  be  very  consoling,  to  all  benevolent  minds,  to 
see  the  extraordinazy  moderation  with  which  it  has 
be^i  conducted.  That  it  may  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  both  nations,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  this  whole 
people,  to  the  expresnon  of  which  we  confine  our- 
sdves ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  feelings  or  senti- 
ments which  eveiy  individual  under  our  Government 
has  a  right  to  indulge  and  express,  it  ib,  neverthdessi 
a  sacred  maxim,  equally  with  the  (roremment  and 
people,  that  the  destiny  of  evezy  independent  na- 
tion, in  what  relates  to  such  improvements,  of  right 
belongs,  and  ought  to  be  left,  exclusively  to  th«n- 
selves. 

Whether  we  reason  from  the  late  wars,  or  from 
those  menacing  symptoms  which  now  appear  in  Eu- 
rope, it  is  manifest  that,  if  a  convulsion  should  take 
place  in  any  of  those  countries,  it  wHl  proceed  from 
causes  which  have  no  existence,  and  are  utterly  un- 
known in  these  States,  in  which  there  is  but  one  or- 
der, that  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  sovereignty  ex- 
olusivdy  bdongs.  Should  war  break  out  in  any  of 
those  countries,  who  can  foretell  the  extent  to  which 
it  may  be  carried,  or  the  desolation  which  it  may 
^readl  Exempt  as  we  are  from  these  causes,  our 
internal  tranquility  is  secure ;  and,  distant  as  we  are 
from  the  troubled  scene,  and  faithful  to  first  prind- 
ples,  in  regard  to  other  powers,  we  might  reasonably 
presume  uuit  we  should  not  be  molested  by  them. 
This,  however,  ought  not  to  be  calculated  on  as  cer- 
tain* Unprovoked  iniuries  are  often  inflicted,  and 
even  the  peculiar  fdicity  of  our  atnation  might,  with 
some,  be  a  cause  for  exdtement  and  aggression. 
The  history  of  the  late  wars  in  Eun^  fuznishee  a 
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complete  demonstration  that  no  system  of  conduct, 
howerer  correct  in  principle,  can  protect  nentral 
powers  from  injury  from  any  party ;  that  a  defence- 
less position,  and  distinguished  love  of  peace,  are 
the  surest  invitations  to  war ;  and  that  there  is  no 
way  to  avoid  it,  other  than  by  being  always  pre- 
pared, and  willing,  for  fust  cause,  to  meet  it.  If 
there  be  a  people  on  eardi  whose  more  especial  duty 
it  is  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  defend  the  rights 
with  whi<^  they  are  blessed,  and  to  surpass  all  others 
in  sustaining  the  necessary  burdens,  and  in  submit- 
ting to  sacrifices  to  make  such  preparations,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly the  people  of  these  States. 

When  we  see  ^at  a  civil  war,  of  the  most  fright- 
ful character,  rages  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Black 
Sea ;  that  strong  symptoms  of  war  appear  in  other 
parts,  proceeding  from  causes  which,  should  it  break 
out,  may  become  general,  and  be  of  long  duration ; 
tiiat  the  war  still  continues  between  Spain  and  the 
Independent  Governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this 
hemisphere ;  that  it  is  likewise  menaced  between  Por- 
tugal and  Brazil,  in  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the 
latter  to  dismember  itself  from  the  former ;  and  that 
a  system  of  piracy,  of  great  extent,  is  maintained  in 
the  neighboring  seas,  which  will  require  equal  vigi- 
lance and  decision  to  suppress  it,  the  reasons  for  sus- 
taining the  attitude  which  we  now  hold,  and  for  push- 
ing forward  all  our  measures  of  defence  witik  the 
utmost  vigor,  appear  to  me  to  acquire  new  force. 

The  United  States  owe  to  the  world  a  great  exam- 
ple, and,  by  means  thereof,  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  humanity,  a  generous  support.  They  have  so 
far  succeeded,  to  the  satiafaction  of  the  virtuous  and 
enlightened  of  evexy  country.  There  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  their  whole  movement  will  be  regulated 
by  a  sacred  regard  to  principle,  all  our  Institutions 
being  founded  on  that  basis.  The  ability  to  support 
our  own  cause,  under  any  trial  to  which  it  may  be 
exposed,  is  the  great  point  on  which  the  public  soli- 
citude rests.  It  has  been  often  charged  against  free 
^ovenmients,  that  they  have  neither  the  foresight 
XMr  the  virtue  to  provide,  at  the  proper  season,  for 
gfeat  emergencies ;  that  their  course  is  improvident 
and  expensive ;  that  war  will  always  find  them  un- 
prepared, and  whatever  may  be  its  calamities,  that 
its  terrible  warnings  will  be  disregarded  and  forgotten 
as  soon  as  peace  returns.  I  have  full  confidence  that 
this  charge,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  United  States, 
will  be  shown  to  be  utterly  destitute  of  truth. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiMGTOir,  Dee,  3,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  doonments 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wbdnxsdat,  December  4. 
Nicholas  Waeb,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 


Thubbdat,  December  5. 
Jbsse  B.  Thomas,  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
attended. 


Monday,  December  9. 
Samuel  L.  Soxjthabd,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  arrived  on  the  sixth  instant,  and  attend- 
ed this  day. 

Vou  Vn.— 28 


On  motion  of  Mr.  PLSASAiiTa,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  ObaplaiD,  and  on 
counting  the  ballots,  they  stood  as  follows : 

For  the  Rev.  Ohablbs  McIlyainb  -    -  23 
"      Rev.  John  Bkgb       -    ...    9 

Mr.  MoIlyainb  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  whole  nxunber  of  votes,  was  accordingly 
elected. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 
Elijah  H.  Mills,  irom  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and,  also,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
the  State  of  Missouri,  severally  attended  this 
day. 

Pirates  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Pbesident  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  our  sea- 
men and  commerce,  by  tiie  pirates,  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death  of 
a  very  meritorious  officer,  seems  to  caU  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Grovemment.  All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that 
service,  which  can  be  spared  from  other  indispensa- 
ble duties,  are  already  employed  in  it ;  but,  from  the 
knowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  places 
from  whence  these  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  they 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  that  it  will  require  a 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  them 
into  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effectu- 
ally to  suppress  them.  I  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  propriety  of  oiganizing  such  force 
for  that  important  object 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHZMGTOir,  December  9,  1822. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Christian  Indians  in  Ohio, 
The  following  Message  was  also    received' 
from  the  Pbesidknt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  UnUed  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senati,  of 
the  22d  Febmaiy  last,  ^*  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  best  information 
which  he  may  be  able  to  -  obtain,  relative  to  certain 
Christian  Indians,  and  the  lands  intended  for  their 
benefit,  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
granted  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  June  1st,  1790, 
to  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propa- 
gating the  Gospel  among  the  heathen ;  showing  as 
correctly  as  possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  said 
Indians  in  numbers,  moraU,  and  intellectual  endow- 
ments ;  whether  the  lands  have  inured  to  their  sole 
benefit,  and  if  not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
have  such  benefits  accrued;"  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accompanying 
documents. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabhinoton,  December  9,  1822. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
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were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Imprmmment  for  Debt 
Agreeably  to  notioe,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  having  obtained  leave,  introdaced  a  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  by  the  courts 
of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  general  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 
Jambs  D'Wolp,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  attended 
this  day. 

Thttbsdat,  December  12. 
Suppremon  of  Piracy. 
Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  bill,  which  was 
twice  read  by  general  consent : 

Be  it  enactedf  dc.  That,  for  the  purpofle  of  enabling 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  afford  more 
efficient  protection  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  depredations  of  pirates  in  th&  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  West  India  seas,  the  sum  of dol- 
lars is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasniy,  not  otherwise  appropriated ; 
which  sum  shall  be  used  by  the  President  in  provid- 
ing such  an  additional  force  as  in  his  judgment  shall 
be  best  calculated  to  answer  the  end  aforesaid. 

[Accompanying  this  bill,  Mr.  Pleasants  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee,  furnishing  estimates  of  the 
additional  force  deemed  necessary  for  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy,  and  the  expense  thereof. 
The  Secretary,  having  the  concurring  opinion 
of  the  Navy  Board  in  its  favor,  recommends 
an  additional  force,  of 

First,  1  steamboat  of  90  to  120  tons,  to  carry 
two  18  pounders,  and  two  12  pounders,  upon 
travelling  carriages,  so  as  to  fire  from  any  part 
of  ^e  vessel.  Second,  10  fast  sailing  schooners, 
of  45  to  60  tons  burden,  to  draw  not  more  than 
6  to  7  feet  water ;  each  to  be  armed  -with  one 
long  12  or  18  pounder,  mounted  on  a  circle, 
with  two  12  pound  carronades,  with  the  neces- 
sary number  of  small  arms;  to  row  from  20  to 
24  sweeps ;  and,  Third,  6  light  double  bark  cut- 
ters, each  to  row  20  oars,  and  adapted  to  carry 
40  men,  well  armed  with  muskets,  pistols, 
boarding  pikes,  cutlasses,  &c. 

The  whole  cost  of  procuring  these  additional 
vessels  and  of  equipping  and  fitting  them  for  ser- 
vice, is  estimated  at  $44,000.] 


Monday,  December  16. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  Pi^asants,  notifying  the  resignation  of 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  which  was  read. 


Suppresdon  of  Piracy. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 

bill  making  an  appropriation  of  dollars 

"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  afford  more  efficient  protection 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  from  the 
depredations  of  pirates  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  West  India  seas,  by  providing,  such  ad- 
ditional force  as  in  his  judgment  shall  be  best 
calculated  to  answer  that  end." 

The  Senate  had  made  some  progress  in  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  had  adopted  one 
or  two  verbal  amendments  to  it,  when 

The  bill  which  passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives on  Friday  last,  on  the  same  subject,  was 
brought  up  by  the  Clerk  of  that  House  for  the 
concurrence  of  tlie  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bajbboub,  (who  thought  it 
best,  before  the  Senate  proceeded  further  with 
their  own  bill,  that  they  should  see  what  course 
the  other  House  had  adopted  on  this  subject,) 
the  Senate  laid  their  own  bill  on  the  table,  and 
took  up  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

This  bill  was  then  twice  read,  by  general  con- 
sent, and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[The  bin  of  the  House  of  Representatives  pro- 
vides, "That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase  or  construct  a 
sufficient  number  of  vessels,  m  addition  to  those  now 
employed,  of  such  burden  and  construction  as  he  may 
deem  necessaiy,  and  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  the  same 
for  inmiediate  service,  for  the  purpose  of  repressing 
piracy,  and  of  affording  effectual  protection  to  the 
citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  a^jacent^ 

and  that  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropriated  to 

meet  the  expenditure  tol>e  incurred  as  aforesaid,  aira 
paid  out  of  anv  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated.'^ 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 
Mr.  Babboub  rose  to  move  that  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  adopting  it  as  an  amend- 
ment thereto.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  was  preferable  to  the  other  in  the 
plan  which  it  proposed  for  adoption.  The  bill 
of  the  other  House,  he  said,  appropriated  the 
fund  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  object  to 
specific^  purposes,  leaving  no  discretion  with  the 
£xec3tive  in  its  application ;  whereas,  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  left,  as  it  ought  to  leave,  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  money  to  the  President's  dis- 
cretion, without  any  control  or  limitation  of 
that  sort  In  all  warlike  objects  he  thought  it 
was  consistent  with  the  theory  of  our  Crovem- 
ment,  to  leave  the  application  of  money,  except 
in  cases  of  great  urgency,  to  the  discretion  and 
judgment  of  the  Executive.  Congress  could 
not  anticipate  the  various  phases  which  might 
arise,  and  could  not  judge  what  might  be  the 
most  judicious  mode  of  applying  the  appropria- 
tion to  attain  the  object  in  view.  The  theory  of 
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the  CoDStitation  preferred  that  the  means  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  who  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  nation  for  the  application  of  the 
money  and  the  mode  of  conducting  the  defence 
of  the  country,  or  other  warlike  measures.  He, 
for  this  reason,  thought  it  expedient  to  adopt 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  in  preference  to  that  of 
the  other  House.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  observed 
that  it  had  been  questioned  elsewhere,  [alluding 
obviously  to  the  debate  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Friday,]  how 
far  the  power  of  the  President  reached  in  the 
punishment  of  those  buccaneers ;  and  although 
there  was  perhaps  no  necessity  for  introducing 
in  the  bill  any  instructions  to  the  Executive  on 
this  point,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  avowing  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  pirates  might  be  pursued  and 
seized  in  a  neutrtu  territorv.  Mr.  B.  would  not 
say  that  our  officers  might  go  into  a  neutral 
territorv  in  search  of  those  outlaws ;  but  he  had 
no  douDt,  in  the  heat  of  pursuit,  they  might 
be  followed  and  punished  in  the  territory  of  a 
neutral  power.  The  principle  he  took  to  be  the 
same  as  that  which  prevailed  in  municipal  regu- 
lations. Tou  may  not  of  right  go  mto  the 
pounds  of  a  neighbor  to  start  the  chase;  but, 
having  started  it  elsewhere,  you  may  pursue  it 
into  your  neighbor's  limits.  Mr.  B.  did  not  be- 
lieve any  nation  or  any  authority  would  feel  it- 
self aggrieved  by  having  those  freebooters  pur- 
sued within  its  jurisdiction  for  punishment,  or 
could  so  far  sympathize  with  such  atrocious 
beings  as  not  to  rejoice  in  their  extermination — 
beings  who  were  Tiostet  humani  g&neris— who 
bore  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  their  foreheads— 
whose  hand  was  raised  against  every  man — who, 
therefore,  deserved  death  at  every  man's  hand, 
and  whom  it  was  just  and  proper  to  exterminate 
wheresoever  they  could  be  found.  He  con- 
cluded, by  hoping  the  Senate  would  agree  to  his 
motion  to  take  its  own  bill  in  preference  to  that 
of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  GnAKDLEB  thought  it  of  importance  to  act 
with  the  greatest  degree  of  promptitude  on  this 
subject;  that  as  he  did  not  see  any  material 
dif^rence  between  the  two  bills,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Senate's  bill  in  preference  to  the 
other  would  produce  a  delay  of  at  least  one  day, 
(as  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  the  substitute 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence,)  he  should 
vote  a£»Linst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shown,  of  Louisiana,  could  not  perceive 
between  the  two  bills  any  essential  difference. 
One  contained  a  simple  appropriation  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  build  or  purchase  additional 
vessels  to  put  down  piracy;  the  otiier  appro- 
priated the  money,  leaving  the  details  of  its  ap- 
plication with  the  Executive.  There  was  in 
this  no  difference  sufficient  to  justify  delay,  and 
he  should  regret  to  see  any  created  by  an  unne- 
cessary amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  recited  the  provisions 
of  the  two  bills  to  show  that  there  was  no  sub- 
stantial difference  between  them ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  hardly  worth  whUe  to  send  the 
bill  back  to  the  House  of  Repreeentativea  for 


the  triflinff  difference  in  form  which  existed. 
The  President  would  have  the  same  powers,  sub- 
stantially, in  one  case,  as  the  other,  and  would 
no  doubt  under  either,  adopt  the  course  he 
should  think  best  to  accomplish  the  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  Baeboub  remarked  that  he  had  intended 
to  eipress  to  the  Senate  his  willingness,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  insert  a  clause 
in  the  biU  authorizing  the  Executive  to  pursue 
the  buccaneers  whithersoever  they  might  fly; 
because  he  believed  it  would  be  right  and  law- 
ftd  to  do  so ;  but  he  did  not  know  that  such  an 
instruction  was  necessary.  He  proceeded  fur- 
ther to  justify  his  preference  of  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  to  that  from  the  other  House;  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  substantial  and  material  differ- 
ence between  them,  rendering  the  one  more 
expedient  than  the  other,  and  i^ed  if  four-and- 
twenty  hours  could  be  so  important  a  delay  as 
to  induce  the  Senate  to  adopt  an  exceptionable 
bill  merely  to  save  that  muon  time  f  in  one  of 
those  bills  the  President  was  peremptorily  di- 
rected to  build  or  purchase  additional  vessels^ 
and  if  it  should  appear  to  the  President  that  the 
object  could  be  arrived  at  more  promptly  by 
any  other  course,  he  would  not  be  permitted  to 
depart  from  the  strict  regulations  of  the  law. 
By  the  bill  of  the  Senate  all  the  power  was  con- 
ferred on  the  Executive,  without  limiting  him 
as  to  the  mode  by  which  he  might  afford  addi- 
tional protection  to  our  oonmierce  against  the 
pirates.  This  being,  in  his  view,  an  important 
difference — ^the  difference  between  specific  and 
general  powers — ^he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
adopt  their  own  bill,  instead  of  the  one  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  HoLMSs,  of  Maine,  rejoined,  that  the 
House  bill  could  mean  nothing  different  from 
what  was  intended  by  the  Senate's  bilL  Ilie 
former  authorized  the  President  to  procure  ad- 
ditional naval  force — the  latter  could  mean 
only  the  same  thing,  unless,  indeed,  it  was 
thought  practicable  for  the  President  to  send 
the  Army  or  the  militia  out  against  the  pirates ; 
but  as  it  was  not  probable  the  Executive  would 
think  of  ordering  either  the  Army  or  the  militia 
out  on  this  service,  the  bill  of  the  Senate  could 
authorize  nothing  else  than  naval  force,  though 
it  did  not  expressly  buy  so.  The  House  bill  merely 
specified  what  the  Senate's  bill  intended,  and 
could  only  produce ;  and  as  it  would  save  time 
to  pass  tiie  former,  he  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bab- 
boub's  motion  to  substitute  the  Senate's  bill  for 
that  of  the  other  House,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  15,  noes  22. 

The  bill  was  ^en  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  general  consent ;  and 
^  On  motion  of  Mr.  B asboub,  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  without  objection,  passed  nem»  eon.  and 
returned  to  the  other  House. 
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Tuesday,  December  17. 

Sahtjiel  Skith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  place 
of  William  Pinkney,  deceased,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

MoNTFOET  Stozes,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina ;  and,  also,  William  R.  Kino,  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  severally  attended  this  day. 


Monday,  December  80. 

Edwaed  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended  this  day. 

John  Taylob,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  place  of 
James  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 

Senate.  

Tuesday,  December  31. 
Bobert  Purdy, 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oolonel  Kobert 
Purdy. 

[The  circumstances  on  which  this  bin  was  founded, 
were,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  the  following :  In  the  year  1809, 
Robert  Pnrdy,  the  petitioner,  was  a  lieutenant  Col- 
onel in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  stationed  at  Highwassee  garrison. 
A  certain  William  Lnty,  a  pedlar  by  occupation^  ap- 
plied for  permission  to  sell  goods  to  the  soldiers,  which 
was  granted  him  on  condition  that  he  wonld  not  sell 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  soldiers,  nor  Indian  country- 
men. Shortly  after  said  Luty  obtained  this  permis- 
sion, he  was  detected  in  yiolating  garrison  orders, 
whereupon  he  was  confined  under  guard,  and  was 
oouTicted  by  a  court  of  inquiiy,  of  having  sold  spirits, 
both  to  the  troops  and  &dian  countrymen.  Luty 
was  kept  under  guard  for  about  three  days,  when  he 
was  liberated  and  directed  to  leave  the  garrison ;  but, 
instead  of  complying  with  these  directions,  Lufy  got 
possession  of  one  or  two  cabins  near  the  garrison, 
and  within  the  Indian  territoiy,  where  he  continued 
to  sell  spirits,  to  tiie  great  injury  of  the  subordination 
and  discipline  of  the  garrison,  and  in  violation  of  the 
laws  regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
Colonel  Purdy  ordered  the  cabins  in  which  Luty  had 
taken  shelter  to  be  pulled  down,  and  they  were  de- 
molished accordingly.  After  Luty  was  thus  forced 
to  leave  the  garrison,  he  instituted  actions  of  trespass 
and  false  imprisonment  against  Colonel  Purdy,  and 
thereby  subjected  him  to  the  payment  of  $816  70 
costs,  and  charges.  It  appears  iktA  the  court  in  Ten- 
nessee claimed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  of  acts 
committed  within  the  Indian  territory,  and  deter- 
mined that  Luty  could  not  be  considered  a  sutler, 
because  he  was  prohibited  from  selling  ^riu.  The 
oommittee  remark  that  it  is  a  subject  of  much  deli- 
cacy to  review  the  decisions  of  our  courts  of  justice  : 
but  are  compelled  to  remark,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  in  this  case  is  doubtful,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  And  they  are  confident  that  a  license  to  sell 
spirits  is  not  essential  to  constitute  the  character  of  a 
sutler.  But,  admitting  the  court  to  be  correct,  both 
as  to  jurisdiction,  and  the  definition  of  a  sutler,  yet 
the  oommittee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  entitled 
to  relief  Because,  they  are  satisfied  he  acted  with 
the  sole  view  of  promoting  the  public  interest  con« 


fided  to  his  command  |  that  he  had  no  other  means 
of  restoring  order  and  subordination  among  the 
troops,  and  of  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
regelating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  And, 
that  he  pursued,  on  this  occasion,  the  same  course 
which  had  been  universally  adopted  by  the  command- 
ing o£5cer  of  our  firontier  garrisons.  And,  therefore, 
they  reported  the  bill  for  his  relie£] 

Mr.  WnjJAMa,  of  Tennessee,  recapitulated, 
for  the  information  of  gentlemen  who  were  not 
in  the  Senate  in  former  sessions  when  this  bill 
was  considered,  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the 
reasons  generally  which  rendered  its  passage 
Just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  Maoon  made  an  inquiry  or  two  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  relative 
to  some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  report,  touch- 
ing the  legality  of  the  conduct  of  Oolonel  Purdy. 
It  was  a  pretty  high-handed  measure,  Mr.  M. 
said,  for  a  citizen  to  be  imprisoned  by  a  mili- 
tary officer,  and  he  wished  to  be  satined  that 
the  act  was  Justifiable. 

Mr.  WiLUAHs,  of  Tennessee,  replied  to  the 
question  of  Mr.  Maoon.  The  cabins  occupied 
by  Luty  were  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, and  when  that  part  which  was  within  the 
boundary  was  demolished,  the  other  of  course 
fell.  When  Luty  committed  the  act  for  which 
he  was  imprisoned,  it  was  not  onjy  within  the 
Indian  reservation,  but  within  the  encampment 
ground  of  Colonel  Purdy.  Mr.  W.  said  the 
courts  of  Tennessee  had  decided  that  tlie  juris- 
diction of  the  State  was  coextensive  wiUi  its 
chartered  limits,  as  well  within  the  Indian 
grounds  as  where  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  had,  in  pursuance  of  that  prin- 
ciple, given  damages  to  Luty.  The  courts  of 
Georgia,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  understood  had  decid- 
ed differently,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think 
this  decision  was  a  correct  one,  though  he  was 
not  prepared  to  give  a  positive  opinion. 

After  a  few  Airther  explanatory  remarks  from 
Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr.  Whjjamb,  the  question 
was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  carried  wiUiout  a 
division. 

A<yourned  to  Friday. 

Fbtoat,  January  8,  1828. 
Cost  of  Building  certain  Ships  of  War, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  three  resolutions  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  5th  April,  1822,  requesting  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  communicate,  in  detail, 
the  expenses  of  building  each  vessel  of  war  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  January,  1818,  and  its 
supplements ;  and,  also,  the  names,  number,  grade, 
&c.,  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  at  each  naval 
station,  during  the  two  years  Immediately  preceding 
the  first  of  January,  1822,  I  herewith  transmit  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  which  contain  the  deared 
information.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WiamROTOir,  Janmiy  8, 1828. 
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The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


WBDinaDAT,  Janoary  8. 
John  Elliott,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  at- 
tended this  day. 

Suppression  qf  Piracy, 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Bodnet  on 
Monday,  instructing  the  Gonmiittee  on  Kaval 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  public  armed  vessels  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
for  prisoners  captured  and  the  guns  taken  by 
them  in  any  piratical  vessel,  was  read  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  RoDincT  said  he  thought  that  in  the  war 
we  were  waging  against  the  buccaneers  of  the 
West  Indian  seas,  the  GK>vernment  ought  to 
hold  out  inducements  to  oiir  ofScers  and  sea- 
men, greater  than  were  now  offered  to  them, 
and  thus  do  all  in  its  power  to  put  a  speedy  end 
to  the  war.  In  such  a  warfare,  he  had  no  idea 
that  there  was  any  thing  like  honor  to  be  ao- 
Guired,  and  as  that  stimulus  was  not  afforded  to 
the  brave  men  who  would  be  engi^^  in  prose- 
cuting it,  something  ought  to  be  held  out  to 
them  in  its  place.  It  was  a  warfare  of  much 
danger ;  the  service  was  arduous,  and  the  ex- 
posure, day  and  night,  which  such  a  service  re- 
quired, was,  in  those  seas,  extremely  hazardous, 
from  the  great  liability  to  the  &tal  diseases  of 
the  climate.  He  thought,  also,  that  some  en- 
couragement ought  to  be  held  out  to  private 
armed  vessels  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  possible, 
in  bringing  this  war  to  a  dose.  What  that  en- 
couragement ought  to  be,  he  could  not  say; 
that  would  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate. 
The  late  war  afforded,  however,  a  precedent 
for  his  object,  and  that  was  the  amount  of  the 
bounty.  In  that  contest  a  bounty  of  $25  for 
each  prisoner  was  at  first  allowed,  and,  subse- 
quently, $50  were  granted.  The  bounty  which 
he  propc^ed,  Mr.  K.  said,  would  have  the  fur- 
ther eftect  of  inducing  sulors  to  enter  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  thus  place  promptly  in  the 
hands  of  the  officer  charged  with  conducting 
the  expedition  (and  a  most  suitable  and  excel- 
lent appointment  it  was^  the  means  of  prose- 
cuting the  war  effectually.  It  was  demanded 
by  the  interest  of  the  country,  Mr.  B.  said,  that 
it  ^ould  be  so  prosecuted,  and  ended  as  soon 
as  possibles  as  the  commerce  of  the  country  had 
suffered,  irom  the  depredations  of  piracy,  a 
degree  of  prostration  which  it  had  not  expe- 
rienced for  a  long  time  before.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  had  offered  the  resolution  for 
the  investigation  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Fedoat,  January  17. 
Ghent  TVeaty — Deportation  of  SloMS— Award 
qf  the  Emperor  Alexander. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pjuesident  of  tii£  United  States  : 


To  ike  Vice  I*renderU  of  the 

Untied  StateM,  and  PrendmU  of  the  Senate  : 

The  Convention  oonclnded  and  signed  at  St.  Pe- 
tenbnig,  on  the  12th  day  of  Jnly  last,  under  the 
mediation  of  His  Imperial  Migesty  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Bossias,  haring  been  ratified  by  the  three 
powers,  parties  thereto,  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
same  having  been  duly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are 
now  communicated  to  Congress,  to  the  end  that  the 
measures  for  carrying  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  the  Legislature,  necessary  to  the  accompUshment 
of  some  of  its  provisions.  A  translation  is  subjoined 
of  three  explanatory  documents,  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, referred  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  annexed  to  it  The  agreement  executed 
at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  is  likewise  com* 
municated.* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHmoToir,  16^A  January^  1828. 


♦  THE  FOLLOWING  IS  THE  AWABD. 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible  Trinitv: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  His 
M^esty  the  Einx  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
ana  Ireland,  haring  agreed.  In  pnrsnanoe  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  Convention  oonclnded  at  London  on  the  80th  day  of 
October,  1818,  to  refer  the  differences  which  had  ariaen  be- 
tween the  two  Oovernmunts,  upon  the  tnie  oonatruotlon 
and  meaning  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity,  oonclnded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  day  of  December, 
1814.  to  the  friendly  arbitration  of  His  Mi^estr  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Bosaias,  mntnally  agreeing  to  oonaiaer  his  deoiaion 
as  final  and  conclusive ;  and  nis  said  Imperial  Hqjesty  hay- 
ing after  due  consideration,  given  his  decision  upon  these 
differences  in  the  following  terms,  to  wit : 

*'  That  the  United  SUtes  of  America  are  entitled  to  claim 
f^om  Great  Britain  a  Inst  indemnification  for  all  private 
property,  which  the  Brftbh  forces  may  have  carried  away : 
ana  as  the  question  relates  to  slaves  more  especUllv,  for  all 
the  slaves  that  the  British  forces  may  have  carried  away 
firom  places  and  territories  of  which  the  Treaty  stipulates 
the  restitution,  in  quitting  these  same  plaoos  and  terri- 
tories.'* 

"That  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  consider  as  hav- 
ing been  so  carried  away,  all  such  slaves  as  may  have  been 
transferred  from  the  above-mentioned  territories  to  British 
vessels  within  the  waters  of  the  said*  territories,  and  who 
for  this  reason  may  not  have  been  restored.** 

**  But  that,  if  there  should  be  any  American  slaves  who 
were  carried  away  from  territories  of  which  the  first  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  not  stipuhited  the  restitution  to 
the  United  States,  the  United  SUtes  are  not  enUUed  to 
claim  an  indemnification  for  the  said  slaves.** 

A  similar  provision  for  the  restoration  of  deported  slaves 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1788,  remained  nnesecuted,  in 
despite  of  all  the  redamatlons  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  of  the  most  earnest  appeals  of  the  Washington  Adminis- 
tration, and  was  finally  given  up  in  Jay*s  treaty,  to  the  im- 
mense loss  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  absolute  ruin  of 
many  fkmllies  who  remained  bound  to  pay  the  debts  con- 
tracted with  British  merchants  before  the  Bevolution,'  while 
the  means  of  paying  those  debts  were  taken  horn  them  by 
the  creditor  nation.  Happily,  at  the  end  of  the  war  of  1818, 
when  the  same  question  aroee  again  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  threatening  to  involve  their  peace, 
there  was  a  BcpusBVTATrrB  of  Pxaob  on  one  of  the  great- 
eat  thrones  of  Europe— the  Empsbok  Alsxaudbb— who 
offered  his  peaceful  mediation,  and,  by  a  Just  decision,  put 
an  end  to  an  angry  question,  which,  with  other  angry  ques- 
tions then  coming  to  a  head,  (North-eastern  boundary.  North 
western  bonndary,  Oregon,  Canadian  dU&cnlties,  and  bordei 
sympathy  for  the  disaffected,  and  liberation  of  American 
slaves  carried  by  mntiny  or  stress  of  weather,  into  British 
West  India  islands  while  on  coasting  voyages  between  the 
ports  of  their  own  country,  and  almost  in  sight  of  its  shores,) 
nUght  have  led  to  war. 
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Monday,  January  20. 
Christian  Indiaru  in  Ohio, 

Mr.  LowBDE  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
Dal  Bohweinctz,  agent  for  the  Society  of  the 
United  Brethren,  praying  to  be  divested  of  a 
certain  trnst  estate,  for  the  benefit  of  Christian 
Indians,  on  being  compensated  for  the  improve- 
ments made  thereon.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowbis,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  10th 
of  December  last,  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
was  referred  to  the  same  conrndttee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

£oad  from  New  OrUam  to  NiuImUe. 

The  Senate  took  up  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
JomraoN,  of  LouisiaIliE^  on  Friday  la8t,as  follows : 

Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instmoted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repairing  the  mail  road  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Nashville,  and  of  establishing  ferries  at  the 
water-courses  on  the  route,  or  of  making  bridges 
over  them,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans ;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repairing  the  national  road 
commencing  at  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Lonis- 
iana,  and  terminating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee 
River,  and  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  mail  on  the  said  rente,  in  covered 
carriages. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  had  at  the 
last  session  introduced  these  propositions,  but 
they  were  not  finally  acted  on  for  the  want  of 
time ;  that,  as  the  inconveniences  complained  of 
still  existed,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  again  to  call 
up  the  subjects,  and  to  present  them  in  a  shape 
to  be  acted  on.  It  would  be  perceived,  from 
the  present  mode  of  conveying  the  mails  from 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  on  horse- 
back, through  a  wilderness  of  several  hundred 
miles,  between  New  Orleans  and  Nashville, 
over  water-courses  destitute  of  bridges  or  fer- 
ries, that  they  were  constantly  exposed  to 
delays;  and  it  is  a  fact,  he  said,  that,  in  conse- 
quence, the  mails  were  often  damaged,  and,  in 
some  instances,  entirely  lost.  In  short,  the 
failure  of  the  mails,  on  the  route  alluded  to, 
were  so  frequent  as  to  render  the  miail  estab- 
lishment, to  the  State  of  Louisiana^  almost  useless. 

Mr.  J.  said  that^  in  providing  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  suggested  the  great 
constitutional  question,  whicSi  had  excited  so 
much  interest  as  to  the  power  of  the  National 
Government  to  appropriate  the  public  money 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement,  is  not 
involved.  That  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
country,  through  which  both  these  roads  pass, 
belongs  to  the  U  nited  States,  and  other  portions 
of  it  are  claimed  by  Indian  tribes ;  consequently, 
the  General  Gh>vemment  can  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  these  subjects.  It  appears,  by 
the  acts  of  Congress,  he  said,  that  a  number  of 
roads  were  constructed  by  the  United  States, 


and  under  different  administrations,  some  of 
which  are  in  the  original  States,  ana  that  the 
money  expended  in  constructing  them  was  piud 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  There 
could  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriations  re- 
quired in  this  instance,  and  to  adopt  such  other 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
objects  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  J.  said,  with  respect  to  the  great  national 
road  alluded  to,  he  had,  at  the  last  session,  ex- 
plained ita  bad  condition,  and  suggested  the 
proprie^  of  repairing  it.  The  troops  of  the 
United  States  had  been  employed  for  a  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  under  the  immediate 
command  and  direction  of  General  Jackson,  in 
opening  this  road,  and  immense  labor  had  been 
bestowed  on  it.  He  thought  it  not  less  im- 
portant to  the  Western  country  than  the  Cum- 
berland road ;  in  a  military  point  of  view,  it 
was  calculated  to  be  much  more  Important; 
and,  as  a  mail  route,  it  would  be  of  great 
utility.  The  distance  from  New  Orleans  to 
Nashville  by  this  road,  is  said  to  be  about  three 
hundred  miles  less  than  by  the  route  now  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails.  But  it  is  now 
unfit  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  is  not  used. 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Government,  he  asked, 
after  having  accomplished  this  great  work,  so 
important,  in  many  respects^  to  the  whole 
Western  country,  to  adopt  such  steps  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair  f  It  could  be 
done  at  a  small  expense.  In  addition,  however, 
to  this  expense,  it  was  necessary,  he  thought, 
to  obtain  grants  for  small  tracts  of  land  at  some 
of  the  water-courses  on  the  route,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  ferries  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  concluded,  by  remarking  that  the  rev- 
enue accruing  to  the  United  States  from  the 
post  office  at  New  Orleans  is  considerable,  and 
that  the  people  of  Louisiana  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  the  same  advantages  as  are  ei^oyed 
by  the  other  States,  in  regard  to  the  mful  es- 
tablishment, will  be  extended  to  thenu  The 
road  should  be  inmiediately  repaired,  the  neces- 
sary bridges  and  ferries  estabUshed,  and  the 
miuls  carried  in  covered  carriages. 


Tuesday,  January  21. 
Sale  qf  Lead  Minee  and  Salt  Springs. 
Mr.  Bbnton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United.  States  to  cause  the  lead  mine  and  salt 
spring  lands  belon^ng  to  the  United  States,  to 
be  exposed  to  public  sale;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 


Thubsdat,  January  28. 
Carver' 8  Grant — Grant  from  Indiane  to  Cap- 
tain JoTuUhwn  Ca/rwr^  hefore  the  Eevolution^ 
of  a  large  Territory  on  the  Upper  Mime- 
eippi. 
Mr.  Yak  Dtxe,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
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lio  Lands,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Samnel  Harrison,  agent  for  the 
heirs  of  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  praying  for  the 
recognition  and  confirmation  of  an  Indian  deed  for  a 
large  tract  of  land  near  St  Anthony's  FaBs,  on  the 
Mississippi ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the  Rev.  Samnel 
Peters,  LL.D.,  who  claims  said  tract  of  land  as  as- 
signee of  the  heirs  of  said  Captain  Carver,  and  prays 
Uukt  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  possession  of  the 
same,  report : 

The  petitioners  state  that  Captain  Jonathan  Car- 
ver, in  the  year  1766,  took  a  long  tour  among  the 
In&n  tribes,  two  hundred  miles  west  of  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  made  important 
discoveries  during  his  travels  and  residence  of  two 
years  and  five  months  with  various  Indian  tribes, 
which  he  caused  to  be  printed  and  published  in  Lon- 
don in  1778. 

That,  by  his  conciliatory  manners,  he  gained  the 
good  wiU  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  became  the  peace- 
maker between  two  laige  nations  who  were  at  war ; 
and,  to  reward  him  for  his  wisdom  and  friendly  in- 
terposition, the  Sachems  of  the  Naudowissies  were 
pleased  to  grant,  and  accordingly  gave  to  him  and 
Ids  heirs  a  deed  for  a  tract  of  land,  therein  specially 
described,  dated  at  the  Great  Cave,  May  ^e  1st, 
1767.  That  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe  made  him  a 
chief  of  their  tribe  on  the  same  day,  and  he  then  en- 
gaged to  return  and  settle  in  said  territory  with  his 
family  and  connections.  (An  alleged  copy  of  said 
deed  is  inserted  in  the  first-mentioned  petition.)  That 
Captain  Jonathan  Carver  afterwards  returned  to  Bos- 
ton, and  sailed  for  London,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
year  1769,  and  soon  after  laid  his  deed  before  the 
British  Government,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of 
it,  and  received  fi)r  answer,  that  it  should  be  confirm- 
ed as  soon  as  the  history  of  his  travels  was  printed 
and  published.  But,  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
understanding which  existed  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  the  ratification  of  the  deed  was  sus- 

y ended.  That  Captain  J.  Carver  died  in  London, 
anuary  the  81sf,  1780,  leaving  a  numerous  progeny; 
and,  by  the  establishment  of  the  independence  of 
America,  the  rig^t  to  ratify  Indian  grants  devolved 
upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Peters  in  his  petition  further 
states  that  Lefei,  the  present  Emperor  of  the  Sioux 
and  NaudounssUs^  and  Rediffing^  a  Sachem,  the  heirs 
and  successors  of  the  two  grand  chiefs  who  signed  the 
said  deed  to  Captain  Carver,  have  given  satasfactoiy 
and  positive  proof  that  they  allowed  their  ancestors' 
deed  to  be  genuine,  good,  and  valid,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Carver's  heirs  and  assigns  are  the  owners  of 
said  territory,  and  may  occupy  it  finee  of  all  molesta- 
tion. 

The  committee  have  examined  and  considered  the 
claim  thus  exhibited  hj  the  petitioners,  and  remark, 
that  the  original  deed  is  not  produced,  nor  any  com- 
petent legal  evidence  offered  of  its  execution ;  nor  is 
there  any  proof  that  the  persons  who  it  is  alleged 
made  the  deed  were  the  chieft  of  said  tribe,  nor  that 
(if  chiefs)  they  had  authority  to  grant  and  give 
away  the  land  belonging  to  Iheir  tribe.  The  paper 
annexed  to  the  petition  as  a  copy  of  said  deed  has 
no  subscribing  witnesses,  and  it  would  seem  im- 
possible, at  this  remote  period,  to  ascertain  the  im- 
portant fact  that  the  persons  who  ogned  the  deed 


comprehended  and  understood  the  meaning  and  effect 
of  their  acts. 

The  want  of  proof  as  to  these  facts  would  interpose 
in  the  way  of  the  claimants  insuperable  difficulties. 
But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claim  is  not 
such  as  the  United  States  are  under  any  obligation 
to  allow,  even  if  the  deed  were  proved  in  legal  form. 
The  British  Government,  before  the  time  when  the 
alleged  deed  bears  date,  had  deemed  it  prudent  and 
necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  under  their  sovereignty,  protection,  and 
dominion,  to  prevent  British  snbiects  from  purchas- 
ing lands  from  the  Indians ;  and  this  rule  of  policy 
was  made  known  and  enforced  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  of  the  7th  October,  1768, 
which  contains  an  express  prohibition.  Captain  Car- 
ver, aware  of  the  law,  and  knowing  that  such  a  con- 
tract could  not  vest  the  legal  titie  in  him,  applied  to 
the  British  Government  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  In- 
dian grant ;  and  though  it  was  competent  for  that  Gov- 
ernment then  to  confirm  the  grant,  and  vest  the  title 
of  said  land  in  him,  yet,  firom  some  cause,  that  Gov- 
ernment did  not  think  proper  to  do  so.  The  territory 
has  sinoe  become  the  property  of  the  United  States; 
and  an  Indian  grant  not  good  against  the  British 
Government  would  appear  to  be  not  binding  upon  the 
United  States'  Government.  What  benefit  the  Brit- 
ish Government  derived  from  the  services  of  Captain 
Carver,  by  his  travels  and  residence  among  the  In- 
dians, that  Government  alone  could  determine,  and 
alone  could  judge  what  remuneration  those  services 
deserved.  One  fact  appears  from  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Peters  in  his  statement  in  writing  among  the 
papers  exhibited,  namely,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment did  give  Captam  Carver  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  sterling,  &c.  To  the  United 
States,  however.  Captain  Carver  rendered  no  service 
which  could  be  assumed  as  an  equitable  ground  for 
the  support  of  the  petitioners'  daim. 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  are  not  bound  in  law  or  equity  to  confirm  the 
said  alleged  Indian  grant,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : 

Retoivedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  29. 
The  Pbxsidsnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Csbas,  A.  Rodnkt,  a  member  of  tlie 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  resigning 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  his 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres: 
which  letter  being  read,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Van  Dtee,  ordered  that  the  President  of 
the  Senate  transmit  to  the  Executive  of  the  State 
of  Delaware  information  of  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Rodney. 


Thubsdat,  January  80. 
Lauuiana  Land8» 
The  Senate  next  took  up  the  following  reso- 
lution, submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
on  Monday  last : 

Betcived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PobUo  Lands 
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be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  public  laaOB  and  private  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  to  be  immediately  surveyed ;  and  also 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  patents  for 
all  claims  to  lands  in  the  said  State,  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  J.  said  that  the  treaty  traDsferring  to  the 
United  States  the  province  of  Louisiana^  not 
only  secures  to  the  people  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property, 
but  it  imposes  upon  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  the  obligation  to  provide  for  the 
speedy  adjustment  of  their  land  claims,  and  to 
encourage  emigration  to  the  country,  by  bring- 
ing the  public  lands  into  the  market.  He  could 
not  perceive  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  that  policy 
which  had  induced  the  Government  to  c:iuse 
the  public  lands  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
elsewhere,  to  be  surveyed  and  sold,  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  in  Louisiana.  The  territory  which 
now  composes  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  which, 
be  said,  was  a  wilderness  a  few  years  ago,  had 
been  surveyed  and  sold,  and  at  this  time  con- 
tains a  white  population  perhaps  equal  to  that  of 
Louisiana.  And  the  public  lands  in  Mississippi, 
Lidiana,  and  JUinois,  had  been  surveyed  and  of- 
fered for  sale.  He  said,  independently  of  the 
obligations  imposed  by  the  treaty,  from  the  local 
situation  of  Louisiana,  being  afrontier,  and  being 
in  many  respects  the  most  important  section  of 
the  Union,  and  being  more  exposed  than  either 
of  the  other  States,  to  extertial  invasion  and  to 
internal  conunotion,  it  was  certainly  much 
more  important  to  strengthen  and  to  defend  the 
country  by  a  dense  white  population.  The  neces- 
sity of  such  a  population  was  sensibly  felt  during 
the  late  war.  Had  the  waste  lands  in  Louisiana 
been  settled  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the 
country  by  the  British  troops,  they  would  have 
contained  a  force  nearly  adequate  to  the  defence 
of  the  State ;  and  most  of  the  militia  employed 
from  the  upper  country  might  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  great  expense  thereby  in- 
curred saved  to  the  nation,  and  many  of  those 
who  perished  by  the  effects  of  the  climate 
would  have  been  preserved.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that,  although  the  United  States  have  had 
possession  of  Louisiana  about  seventeen  years, 
neither  the  public  lands  nor  private  claims 
were  yet  surveyed,  nor  were  all  the  claims  even 
ac^usted.  There  are  many  large  claims  in  the 
country,  conflicting  with  small  ones,  which  had 
been  suspended,  and  are  not  yet  decided  on. 
These  are  subjects  of  deep  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana,  and  they  have  a  right  to  com- 
pLun  of  the  delays  alluded  to.  Indeed,  the 
policy  which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to 
this  subject  was  pregnant  with  serious  evils. 
The  people  were  not  only  kept  in  suspense  and 
uncertainty,  in  regard  to  their  claims,  but  the 
influx  of  American  population  had  been  check- 
ed ;  agriculture  had  been  discouraged,  and  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  the  State  re- 
tarded. The  people  of  Louisiana,  he  said,  were 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  a  very  important  act 


of  Congress,  which  passed  two  years  ago, 
granting  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  their 
back  possessions,  for  the  want  of  surveyors  to 
execute  the  surveys  required  b^  the  act. 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  the  surveying  m  Louisiana  has 
not  progressed  for  the  want  of  an  adequate  com- 
pensation to  the  surveyors,  their  fe^  should  be 
augmented ;  but,  if  the  delay  in  completing  the 
work  is  owing  to  the  neglect  or  incompetency 
of  the  surveyors  employed,  they  should  be  dis- 
missed and  others  appointed ;  or,  if  it  is  to  be 
ascribed,  as  is  suggested  by  some,  to  the  want 
of  funds  to  defray  the  expenses,  the  necessary 
appropriations  to  effect  the  object  should  be 
made.  He  said,  at  every  session  since  he  had 
taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  had  urged  the 
importance  of  these  subjects  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government.  StiU  no  effec- 
tual step  had  been  adopted  calculated  to  bring 
the  business  to  a  close.  He  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  complaining,  but  were  he  not  to  ex- 
press freely  the  sentiments  he  entertained  in 
relation  to  these  subjects,  so  interesting  to  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  he 
would  be  unmindful  of  the  duty  he  owed  his 
constituents. 

Mr.  J.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  patents 
had  not  been  granted  by  the  Government  for 
any  claims  in  Louisiana;  that  the  people  are 
anxious  to  obtain  that  evidence  of  their  titles 
which  renders  them  secure ;  and,  in  his  opinion, 
patents  should  have  been  issued  as  their  claims 
were  confirmed.  He  had  assurances  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Creneral  Land  Oflice,  that 
the  subject  should  now  be  attended  to;  but, 
if  further  legislative  provision  is  required  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject,  existing  laws  should  be 
amended  without  delay. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  inquiry,  but  added  a  remark  on 
the  inapplicability  of  what  Mr.  J.  had  said  in 
relation  to  the  surveys  in  Alabama. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


Frtoat,  February  7. 
British  Colonial  Trade, 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  British  colonial 
ports. 

[This  bill  suspends  our  restrictive  acts  of 
1818  and  1820,  and  embraces  a  number  of  pro- 
visions growing  out  of  the  repeal  of  the  late  re- 
strictive laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
foreign  intercourse  and  trade  with  her  Ameri- 
can possessions.] 

Mr.  Bahboub  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations)  presented  to  the  Senate,  in 
a  speech  of  considerable  length,  a  number  of  de- 
tails and  facts  connected  with  the  subject  of  tliis 
bill ;  he  took  a  historical  view  of  the  trade  and 
intercourse  of  this  country,  while  in  its  colonial 
state,  with  the  mother  country ;  traced  the  sub> 
ject  down,  through  all  the  embarrassments  and 
difGlculties  which  have  subsequently  occurred 
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in  our  oommercial  interoonrse  with  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies;  the  treaties  formed 
on  the  sabject;  the  causes  and  necessity  of 
our  late  restrictions,  forced  on  ns  b j  the  close, 
selfish,  and  nnreciprocal  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  she  has  at  length  receded,  after 
finding  that  the  counteracting  measures  adopted 
by  the  United  States  were  firmly  and  tenacious- 
ly adhered  to.  Mr.  B.  also  took  this  occasion 
to  Justify  l^e  agency  which  he  had,  as  an  auzil- 
iarv  only,  and  not  a  principal,  in  producing 
and  maintaining  the  retaliatory  restriotlTe  sys- 
tem of  this  country;  this  he  did  because  Uie 
system  had  borne  hard  on  the  interest  of  some 
parts  of  the  country,  and  it  had  been  imputed 
to  him  as  a  fault  that  he  had  aided  in  adopting 
and  adhering  to  this  policy.  He  urged  the  suc- 
cess of  the  system  in  vindication  of  its  wisdom, 
and  dwelt  some  time  on  the  beneficial  effect 
(referring  to  the  unanimity  with  which  that 
system  was  adopted  and  adhered  to  by  Con- 
gress) of  united  counsels  in  all  questions  between 
foreign  nations  and  ourselves.  "When  Mr.  B. 
concluded,  the  bill  was  laid  over  to  Monday^ 


Monday,  February  10. 
Beoolutionary  Pensiam. 
Mr.  NoBUB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
communicated  the  following  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed : 

War  Depabimiemt,  Feb,  8,  1828. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  yon,  in  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  that,  tmtil  the  month 
of  Angust,  1818,  no  particular  aoconnt  was  kept  of 
the  number  of  applicationB  for  pensions,  under  the 
act  of  the  18th  March,  1818.  Since  that  time,  how- 
ever, a  register  of  the  claimants  has  been  kept,  from 
which  it  would  appear,  that  27,948  have  applied  for 
the  benefits  of  that  act,  and  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  May  Ist,  1820,  2,039  have  applied  nnder  both 
laws — 18,880  claims  have  been  admitted  in  all; 
2,828  of  which  have  been  rejected,  or  dropt  from  the 
roll,  under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1820.  On  the 
4th  of  September  last  12,831  were  tiien  on  the  pen- 
sion list  The  remaining  4,221  are  either  dead,  or, 
from  causes  unknown  to  tiiis  Department,  have  failed 
to  exhibit  schedules  of  property.  In  1818,  the  sum 
of  $104,900  85,  was  paid  to  pensioners,  under  the 
act  of  that  year;  in  1819,  $1,811,828  96;  in  1820, 
the  snm  paid  was  only  $1,873,849  41,  the  list  of 
pensioners  having  been  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  the  1st  May,  1820 ;  in  1821,  the  sum  of 
$1,200,000  was  paid;  and  in  the  year  1822,  the 
tarn  of  $1,888,986  30. 

The  apparent  exoen  ctf  expenditure  in  1822,  arises 
from  the  circomstance  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  a 
deficiency  was  occasioned  by  a  greater  number  hav- 
ing applied  for  pensions  that  year  than  was  antici- 
pated when  the  estimates  were  made :  $461,836  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  last  year  was  due  l^e  pension- 
ers in  the  preceding  year. 

I  woold  respectfully  suggest  to  the  committee,  of 
which  yon  are  chaurman,  the  propriety  of  limiting  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  pensions^  in  all 
,  to  the  time  of  completing  thie  testimony,  not 


only  in  original  claims,  but  where  persons  have  been 
continued  on,  or  restored  to  the  pension  roll.  At 
present^  the  latter  class  receive  their  pay  from  the 
4th  March,  1820  ;  and  the  prospect  of  receiving  the 
amount  of  three  years*  stipend,  at  one  time,  opens  a 
door  to  attempts  at  fraud,  and  is  no  small  inducement 
for  many  to  dispose  of  their  property  with  a  view  of 
receiving  pensions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  James  Noble, 

Chairman  Com.  Pendons, 


Tuesday,  February  11. 

New  England  Misdmppi  Land  Company. 

Mr.  Van  Buebn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  of 
the  MaBsachusetts  Directors  of  the  Assodatioii 
called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Oom- 
pany,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  adverse 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  dated  March  81, 1814, 
entitled  *^  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  pubUc  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  it  is  enacted,  that  every  person  or  persons 
claiming  said  land,  who  have  exhibited  their  claim 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  ^  shall  be  allowed  xuitil  the 
first  Monday  in  January  next,  to  deposit,  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  a 
sufficient  legal  release  pf  all  such  claim  or  claims,  to 
the  United  States,  and  an  assignment  and  transfer  to 
the  United  Stateis,  of  their  right  and  claim  to  any 
sum  of  money,''  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  as  a  consideration  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land  released,  with  a  power  to  recover  the  same ; 
*<  such  release,  assignment,  transfer,  and  power,  to 
take  effect,  on  indemnification  of  such  claimants 
being  made,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act.* 

And  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
uiy,  and  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being,  were  thereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed a  Board  of  Commissioners,  "  and  fully  au- 
thorized and  required  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  release,  and  assignments,  and 
powers,  to  be  executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  to  adjudge,  and 
finally  to  determine  upon,  all  controversies  arising 
from  such  claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may 
be  found  to  conffict  with,  and  be  adverse  to,  each 
other;  and,  also,  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all 
such  claims,  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  may  be  found  to  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law." 

By  the  act  aforesaid,  the  President  was  authorized 
and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively, 
certificates  of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  said  public  lands ;  and  among  other 
companies,  to  the  person  claiming  in  the  name,  or 
under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  under  the 
like  terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding,  in 
the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars: 

**  Provided^  That  any  person  having  claims  under 
either  of  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indemnity  by 
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"virtae  of  this  act,  ahall  receive  each  indemnity  only 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  snch  claim/' 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  sapplementaiy  to  the  above, 
dated  28d  Jannary,  1815,  tiie  Prendent  was  anthor- 
ized,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  app(nnt 
three  fit  and  disinterested  persons  to  be  and  act  as 
commissioners,  by  virtne  of  said  first-mentioned  act, 
in.  the  place  of  the  public  officers  therein  mentioned. 
The  said  persons  were  constituted  and  appointed  a 
Board  of  Commissioners ;  which  board  was  <*  declared 
to  be  intended  to  e£fect  the  same  purposes  and  ser- 
vices as  the  said  original  board,"  and  was  thereby 
'*  authorized  to  execute  all  the  powers  granted  to, 
and  directed  to  perform  all  the  duties  enjoined  upon, 
the  said  original  Board  of  Commissioners,  according 
to  the  intent  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid.'* 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act,  Tho- 
mas Swan,  Francis  S.  Key,  and  John  Law,  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  duly  appointed  commissionen 
to  perform  said  service ;  and  from  the  decree  here- 
with exhibited,  and  from  the  case  of  Brown  agfunst 
Gilman,  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  reported  in  4th  volume  of  Wheaton's  Re- 
ports, it  doth  appear,  that  the  Geoigia  Mississippi 
Company,  mentioned  in  said  act,  sold  and  conveyed 
to  certam  persons  in  New  England,  aU  the  land  which 
they  had  acquired  by  said  act,  or  pretended  act,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  estimated  to  contain  eleven 
millions  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  acres,  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  acre ;  two  cents  of 
which  were  paid  in  money,  and  the  residue  by  notes 
of  the  respective  purchasers,  payable  in  successive 
years,  with  approved  endorsers.  The  deed  of  con- 
veyance, in  due  form  of  law,  was  made  to  the  pur- 
chasers, and  being  placed  in  ''escrow ".for  a  short 
time,  on  payment  of  the  money,  and  reception  of 
notes,  with  endorsers  satisfactory  to  the  vendors,  said 
deed  was  duly  delivered  to  the  purchasers,  who  form- 
ed the  association  above  mentioned,  and  conveyed 
their  respective  shares  in  said  land  to  the  trustees  of 
said  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  who 
were  authorized  to  issue  negotiable  certificates,  or 
scrips,  BO  called,  declaring  ^e  possessor  thereof  to  be 
entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  quantity  of  land  there- 
in mentioned.  The  said  trustees  of  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  directors  thereof,  pe- 
titioners as  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  said  act  of  in- 
demnification, made  proper  releases  and  assignments 
of  aU  right  and  claim  to  said  land,  and  money  in  the 
treasury  of  Georgia,  to  the  United  States,  and  de- 
posited the  same  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  as  required  by  said  act,  and  presented  a 
dum  for  indemnification  for  the  whole  of  said  land, 
amounting,  by  said  act,  to  one  million  five  hundred 
and  fiffy  thousand  dollars. 

The  Geoigia  Mississippi  Company,  above  named, 
presented  a  claim  to  said  commissioners  for  indemni- 
fications to  the  amount  of  957,600  acres,  part  of  said 
land  sold  by  them  as  aforesaid,  equal  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say  $180,425  12,)  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  unpaid  notes  they  possessed,  given 
in  part  for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  amounting  to 
ninety-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
(say  195,760 ;)  which  claim  of  said  Georgia  SiGssis- 
sippi  Company,  was  opposed  by  said  New  England 
Company,  none  of  which  members  were  indebted  on 
said  notes ;  the  sale  of  said  land  by  the  said  original 
purchasers  or  parties  to  said  notes  having  been  made 
soon  after  they  acquired  the  title  as  above,  their  ae- 


ngnees  being  members  of  the  company.    The  said 
commissioners,  however,  a^udged  and  decreed  that 
the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company,  as  ven- 
dors of  said  land,  (although  no  mortgage  or  special 
security  was  made  or  reserved  hereon,)  had  a  just 
right  or  lien  upon  said  quanti^  of  land,  for  whic^ 
said  unpaid  not^s  were  given ;  uid  the  said  commis- 
sioners accordingly  did  adjudge  and  assign,  out  of 
the  said  sum  of  $1,550,000,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  (say  $180,425  12,)  to  the 
said  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company ;  the  lai^geat 
portion  of  which,  about  thrte-fcwrUn^  as  appears  by 
the  said  decree  of  said  commissioners,  was  adjudged 
to  belong  to  the  United  States,  who  claimed  under 
the  said  Geoi^a  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  vir- 
tne of  shares  therein  surrendered  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  by  the  act  aforesaid  reserved  to  the  United 
States.    And  the  United  States,  as  appears  by  said 
decree,  now  retain  from  said  original  sum,  as  repre- 
senting shares  of  said  Georgia  Musissippi  Limd  Com- 
pany, a  larger  sum  than  tiie  said  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
twelve  cents,  (say  $180,425  12,)  taken  by  said  com- 
missioners from  the  said  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company  as  aforesaid.    It  al«)  i^pears  by  the 
report  of  said  commissioners,  herewith,  tiiat  the  said 
commissioners  received  as  cliums  on  said  fund  the 
certificates  or  scrip  of  divers  persons,  issued  by  the 
trustees  of  said  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany, to  the  amount  of  ono-fonrth  part  of  the  stock 
of  said  company,  or  thereaboutiw     Sud  directors 
urged  to  said  oommissioners  that  persons  who  held 
their  certificates,  and  were  thereby  members  of  the 
company,  ought  to  resort  to  the  trustees  or  treasurer 
for  tiieir  share  or  dividend,  after  the  indemnification 
had  been  received  by  the  treasurer ;  but  the  board 
considered  that  such  certificate  h(^der  might  well  ap- 
ply to  them  for  payment  or  satis&ction  of  their  scrip 
in  said  company,  deducting  the  reasonable  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  the  company.     They  also  de- 
creed that  persons  holding  the  scrip  <x  certificates  of 
said  company,  which  were  derived  originally  from 
the  sales  made  by  parties  to  said  unpaid  notes,  had 
no  claim  whatever  on  said  fund ;  and  in  a  dis&ibii- 
tion  thereof,  assigned  to  such  certificate  holders  whose 
claims  they  allowed  as  above,  their  proportion  of 
the  company's  funds,  unencumbered,  by  certificates 
derived  originally  from  the  parties  to  said  notes  as 
aforesaid. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  said  case  of  Brown 
and  Gilman  being  a  suit  brought  against  said  direct- 
ors by  the  holder  of  one  of  said  certificates  which 
had  issued  from  the  title  of  the  parties  to  said  uiqwid 
notes  aforesaid,  that  the  commissioners  erred  in  pro- 
nouncing that  there  was  any  lien  upon  said  land,  in 
consequence  of  said  unpaid  notes ;  and  the  said  di- 
rectors were  a^udged  Uable  to  pay  the  same  certifi- 
cates, whidi  the  commissioners  had  declared  were 
not  obligatory ;  and  thus  the  said  directors,  the  pe- 
titioners, whO)  by  the  proceedings  of  said  commis- 
sioners, received  only  about  three-fourths  of  the  stock 
of  the  company,  were  held  liable  to  pay,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  whole  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  twelve 
cents,  (say  $180,425  12.) 

It  also  appears  that  tiie  oommissioners  were  uos 
informed  of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  which,  similar  to 
those  of  Massachusetts,  do  not  allow  any  lien  to  the 
vendor  of  land  without  mortgage  or  special  aecnhty ; 
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and  the  surviving  commisaonen  (Meaam  Swann  and 
Key)  are  fuUy  satisfied  that  the  said  award  was  er- 
roneous. 

On  the  above  facts,  the  petitioners  have  prayed 
that  the  aforesaid  sum,  erroneously  withheld  from 
them  by  said  commissioners,  may  be  granted  to 
them ;  and,  if  not,  that  they  may^e  reinvested  in 
their  title  to  said  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  acres  (say  957,600  acres)  of  land, 
for  which  they  have  received  no  indemnification,  by 
an  act  declaring  that  the  said  release  executed  by 
them  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  inoperative  as  re- 
spects said  quantity  of  land ;  and  that  the  deeds  and 
evidence  of  title,  which  in  virtue  of  said  act  have 
been  deposited  by  said  commissioners  in  said  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  may  be  restored  to  them, 
or  attested  copies  granted,  allowing  the  same  to  have 
the  force  of  originals  in  courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  the 
said  sum  of  $1,650,000  ought  in  strictness  to  have 
been  awarded  to  said  directors  of  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company  by  said  commissioners; 
but  they  apprehend  that  the  above  prayer  of  the  pe- , 
titioners  ought  not  to  be  granted,  for  the  following 
reasons,  viz : 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  if  granted,  must  be 
satisfied  out  <^  the  moneys  awarded  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
and  to  the  United  States,  as  assignees  of  such  of  the 
Geoxgia  Mississippi  Land  Company  as  had  surrender- 
ed under  the  act  of  Geoigia. 

The  reference  to  the  commissioners  was,  as  has 
a2read|y  been  stated,  "  to  a^udge,  and  finally  deter- 
mine upon,  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims, 
so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  con- 
flict with,  and  to  be  adverse  to,  each  other;  and, 
also,  to  adjudge,  and  determine  upon,  all  such 
claims,  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended  act,  as 
may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  tiie  United  States 
by  operation  of  law."  The  contemplated  compensa- 
tion, which  was  to  extinguish  a  disputed  daim,  was 
made  by  the  United  States  for  the  sake  of  peace ;  the 
submission  was  voluntarily  entered  into  by  the  par-^ 
ties,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners, the  circumstances  of  their  selection,  the 
conclusiveness  of  their  award,  and  their  liability  to 
err.  If  the  mistake  had  been  in  favor  of  those  who 
claim  the  fund,  those  who  hold  it  would  have  been 
without  redress.  AH  that  the  United  States  were 
responsible  for,  was  an  honest  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties by  the  commissioners.  That  such  has  been  the 
case,  is  not  controverted ;  and  that  being  admitted, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners 
have  no  reason  to  complain,  if  the  award  is  suffered 
to  remain  as  binding  upon  them,  as  it  necessarily 
was  upon  their  adversaries. 

Secondly.  Independentiy  of  these  considerations, 
the  trustees  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
entitied  to  the  relief  they  ask.  They  have  lost  their 
legal  rights  by  the  error  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  circumstances  which  have  been  stated ;  and  their 
application  now  is  to  the  equi^  of  the  Government, 
which  can  only  be  to  relieve  them  from  injustice. 
What  is  their  equity  ?  They  ask  money  for  lands  for 
which  they  have  never  paid.  They  a^  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  who  have.  If,  through  the  improvi- 
dence of  those  from  whom  they  purchased,  they,  be- 
fore the  submission  and  award,  could,  on  strict  legal 
principles,  entitle  themselves  to  what  they  now  ask, 


it  was  their  good  fortune ;  but,  having  lost  that  legal 
advantage  without  fraud,  they  are  without  cause  of 
complaint  that  it  is  not  restored  to  them ;  for  they 
have  lost  nothing  to  which  they  were  in  conscience 
entitied. 

Thirdly.  If  the  loss  had  faUen  on  those  of  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company  who  had  not  paid, 
or  their  immediate  assignees,  it  is  conceded  that  this 
application  would  be  without  merit.  That  it  has 
fSdlen  on  others,  is  on  account  of  the  terms  of  the  origi- 
nal Association,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  their 
butiness,  authorized  by  the  trustees  and  those  they 
represent ;  and  can  furnish  no  ground  of  claim  against 
those  who  had  no  agency  in  that  matter,  and  who 
are,  at  least,  equally  innocent. 

Fourthly.  If  the  grounds  relied  on  by  the  com- 
mittee for  refuang  the  direct  relief  prayed  for,  are 
well  grounded,  they  are  equally  valid  against  the 
prayer  for  the  surrender  of  the  release. 


Feidat,  February  14. 

Northwest  Coast  ofAmericc^  and  Occupation  qf 

the  Columbia. 

Mr.  BsKTOiir  sabmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JResolveij  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  take  and  retain  possession  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America. 

Lead  Mines  and  Salt  Springs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbnton,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideratioon  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  several  acts  reserving  from  public  sale  the 
lead  mines  and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  the  lead  mines  and  the 
salt  springs,  and  the  lands  contiguous  thereto, 
to  be  exposed  to  public  sale. 

Mr.  Benton  rose,  and  in  support  of  the  bill 
delivered  himself  to  the  following  effect : 

The  Senate  is  now  to  deliberate  upon  a  subject 
of  great  national  importance.  The  mines  and 
salines  of  Upper  Louisiana  still  belong  to  the 
nation.  They  are  great  in  extent  and  rich  in 
value.  They  are  found  scattered  in  detached 
districts  over  a  line  of  six  hundred  miles ;  from 
the  left  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Falls  of  St  Anthony.  The  State  of 
Missouri,  in  the  centre  of  this  line,  is  their  chief 
seat.  Salines  are  found  in  every  part  of  the 
State,  but  chiefly  in  the  part  known  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Boon's  lick  country."  Here  the 
salt  water  runs  off  from  the  surface  of  the  earth 
in  a  thousand  streams.  Large  creeks,  on  which 
mills  are  built,  are  sensibly  impregnated  with 
it ;  and  over  an  extent  of  four  or  five  counties, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri,  in  a  country  of 
unrivalled  fertility,  scarcely  a  mile  square  could 
be  found  in  whicn  saline  indications  are  not 
visible  to  the  daily  passenger. 

The  lead  district  is  located  in  a  different  part 
of  the  State,  on  the  waters  of  the  Merrimac, 
Gasconade,  and  St.  Frauds,  and  what  was  for- 
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merlj  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  now  divided 
into  several  counties,  of  "which  Washington  is 
the  centre,  and  the  chief  seat  of  the  mines. 

The  great  indications  of  mineral  wealth  in 
this  district  attracted  the  attention  of  enterpris- 
ing men  more  than  a  century  ago.  The  cele- 
brated "Mississippi  Scheme"  was  bottomed 
upon  the  mines  of  Upper  Louisiana;  but  the 
precious,  not  the  valuable  metals,  were  the  object 
of  pursuit  to  the  projectors  of  that  scheme.  It 
was  the  middle  of  the  last  century  before  the 
lead  mines  were  worked,  and  the  experience  of 
seventy  years  has  since  shown  that  a  large  dis- 
trict of  countrv  abounds  with  this  mineral,  the 
ore  exceedingly  rich,  yielding  eighty-two  per 
cent.,  and  the  metals  so  much  finer  than  the 
English  as  to  command  a  cent  more  on  the  pound 
in  the  white  and  red  lead  factories.  In  1803  the 
province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  fame  of  her  mineral  wealth  pro- 
digiously enhanced,  in  public  estimation,  the 
value  of  the  acquisition.  Congress  proceeded 
upon  the  idea  that  these  mines  were  too  valuable 
to  be  owned  by  individuals ;  that  they  ought  to 
be  reserved  as  national  property ;  and  a  system 
of  reservation  and  Government  monopoly  was 
adopted  and  has  been  persevered  in  ever  since. 

The  surveyors  of  the  public  lands  were  in- 
structed to  note  on  their  maps  all  indications  of 
mines  and  salines ;  portions  of  contiguous  land 
were  directed  to  be  reserved  convenient  to 
each ;  the  officers  of  the  land  department  were 
forbid  to  sell  them ;  the  boards  of  commission- 
ers for  confirming  Spanish  titles  were  interdicted 
from  deciding  a  claim  which  covered  lead  or  salt ; 
and,  to  complete  this  system  of  monopoly,  an 
odious  law  of  retroactive  operation  was  passed, 
to  vacate  the  sales  of  land  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  in  the  event  of  afterwards  finding 
lead  or  salt  upon  it,  and  fixing  on  the  purchasers, 
by  the  aid  of  some  inquisitorial  process,  the 
successful  charge  of  previous  knowledge  and 
fraudulent  concealment. 

The  National  Government,  by  these  acts, 
having  concentrated  in  its  own  hands  tJie  posses- 
sion of  the  mines  and  salines,  undertook,  in  the 
year  1807,  to  reap  the  fruit  of  its  able  policy. 
For  this  purpose,  the  luminous  idea  was  adopt- 
ed of  converting  itself  into  a  national  landlord, 
the  miners  into  national  tenants,  and  deriving 
a  national  revenue  from  salt  water  boilers  and 
lead-ore  diggers.  This  system  was  adopted  in 
1807.  Fifteen  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  cer- 
tainly fifteen  years  of  annual  experience  is  sufii- 
cient  to  test  the  vice  or  the  virtue  of  all  money- 
making  schemes.  What  then  has  been  the  fruit 
of  th  is  monopolizing  and  leasing  system  ?  Have 
any  leases  been  taken  ?  Yes,  many.  Has  any 
lead  been  dug  ?  Yes,  many  millions  of  pounds 
weight. '  Have  any  rents  been  paid  ?  No,  not 
a  dollar — not  one  cent.  But,  perhaps  it  may 
be  thought  that  valuable  improvements  have 
been  made,  the  benefit  of  which  will  inure  to  the 
Kepublic,  and  compensate  it  for  the  loss  of  rents. 
I  answer,  none.  No  improvement  can  be  made 
at  salines,  except  by  sinking  wells  or  boring 


holes  some  hundred  feet  to  the  strata  of  salt  or 
streams  of  strong  water  which  lie  below,  neither 
of  which  has  been  done  at  a  public  saline.  No 
improvement  can  be  made  at  a  mine,  except 
by  sinking  shafts,  opening  ^allerie^  providing 
ventilators  andjiydraulic  engmes,  and  construct- 
ing permanent  furnaces ;  not  one  of  which  things 
has  been  done  at  a  public  mine,  or  ever  will  be 
done  by  a  tenant  or  lessee  for  years.  The  spirit  of 
tenantry  is  everywhere  the  same ;  it  is  a  spirit 
adverse  to  improvement,  always  leaning  towards 
the  ii\jury  of  the  property  in  possession,  and 
always  holding  back  from  the  payment  of  rent. 
This  spirit  has  had  its  full  range  in  the  mineral 
lands  of  the  United  States,  where  no  improve- 
ment has  been  made,  no  rent  paid,  and  great 
injury  done  in  the  destruction  of  timber,  and  in 
ravaging  the  ground  in  search  of  minerals.  Not 
only  no  improvement  has  been  made,  but  not 
even  a  mine  discovered  even  twenty  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  Of  the  fifty  or  sixty 
public  mines  enumerated  in  the  report  from  the 
War  Department,  not  one  was  known  as  a  mine 
at  this  time.  They  were  nothing  but  superficial 
diggings,  exhausted  and  abandoned  in  a  few 
weeks  or  months  after  the  first  discovery.  The 
veins  and  masses  of  ore  which  approach  the 
surface  have  alone  been  touched.  Miners  call 
this  "  picking  at  the  eyes  of  the  mine,'*  while 
the  body  of  it  lies  at  the  distance  of  some  hun- 
dred, or  some  thousand,  feet  below.  In  fine,  the 
fruit  of  this  whole  system  has  been  injury  to  the 
national  property,  loss  to  the  national  tretusury, 
and  a  recourse  to  foreign  powers  to  supply  us 
with  the  articles  of  which  God  in  his  providence 
has  given  to  us  more  than  he  has  given  to  them. 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say  whether 
it  was  not  time  to  change  this  system.  His  own 
mind  was  made  up,  and  had  been  during  the 
seven  years  that  he  had  lived  in  Missouri,  and 
witnessed  the  evils  which  he  had  faintly  sketched. 
He  was  against  the  leasing  system.  He  knew  that 
it  might  be  improved,  but  with  all  the  improve- 
ments that  could  be  ingrafted  upon  it,  he  held 
it  to  be  wrong  in  its  first  principles,  and  fraught 
with  evil  in  cdl  the  ramifications  of  its  practice. 
To  continue  it  will  be  to  perpetuate  the  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant  throughout  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  the  mineral  districts  of  the  Republic ; 
that  landlord  being  the  Federal  Government,  and 
holding  its  domains  and  body  of  tenantry  within 
the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State.  I  deny  such  a 
power  to  the  Federal  Government.  I  take  my 
stand  upon  the  words  of  the  constitution  upon 
the  left  hand  of  the  venerable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Taylob,)  and  deny  to  the  Federal 
Government  a  power  to  hold  lands  in  any  State, 
except  upon  grants  made,  in  cases  enumerated, 
and  for  purposes  specified,  in  the  constitution. 
I  speak  of  permanent  ownership,  not  of  the 
transient  trustee-possession,  which  is  necessary 
to  a  fair  distribution  of  the  property,  and  whici 
is  recognized  in  the  compacts  with  the  new 
States  by  an  agreement  not  to  tax  the  public 
land  '^  before  it  is  sold,  and  for  five  years  there- 
after."   I  deny  to  the  Federal  Government  the 
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capacity  to  bold  a  body  of  tenantry  within  the 
limits  of  any  State.  The  monarchies  of  Europe 
have  their  serfs  and  vassals,  bnt  tiie  gen  ins  of 
the  Republic  disclaims  the  tenure  and  the  spirit 
of  vassalage,  and  calls  for  freemen,  owners  of 
the  soil,  masters  of  their  own  castles,  and  free 
from  the  influence  of  a  foreign  sovereign. 

Bnt  if  a  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  right 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  hold  lands  and 
tenants  in  the  bosoms  of  the  States,  none  can 
exist  as  to  the  evils  of  such  a  practice.  Even  if 
confined  to  minerals  and  salines,  the  mischief 
must  be  great.  In  the  first  place,  large  districts 
of  country  must  be  locked  up  from  uie  people, 
fenced  in  with  prohibitory  laws,  and  protected 
from  waste  like  the  forest  lands  in  Europe.  The 
soil  and  timber  on  the  reserved  tracts  must  be 
placed  under  the  guardianship  of  penal  statutes ; 
Federal  officers  must  be  appomted  to  stand  over 
the  miners  and  watch  their  hands,  and  search 
their  pockets,  and  detect  all  attempts  to  carry 
off  the  ores  before  ^'  the  lord  has  received  his 
tithe."  Other  laws  must  be  made  to  compel 
the  payment  of  rent ;  the  odious  remedy  by 
^  distress,"  must  be  introduced,  and  this  splendid 
Federal  Government,  created  by  our  fathers  for 
great  national  purposes,  must  be  seen  descend- 
ing from  its  high  estate,  and  going  down  to  the 
level  of  a  petty  landlord  Impounding  the  cattle 
of  his  miserable  tenant,  to  force  out  of  his  hands 
the  arrearages  of  his  rent.  But  what  is  the 
effect  to  the  States  in  which  these  things  shall 
be  done  ?  Population  retarded,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country  delayed,  large  bodies  of  land 
held  free  of  taxation,  and  their  elections  more 
or  less  influenced  by  the  presence  of  men  hold- 
ing their  leases  at  the  will  of  the  Federid  Gov- 
ernment. All  this  is  bad  enough,  but  the  worst 
is  yet  to  be  named.  The  foundation  of  the 
whole  is  monopoly,  odious  in  itself  and  aggra- 
vated in  this  instance  from  the  nature  of  ^e 
articles  monopolized.  God  placed  lead  and  salt 
in  Missouri  for  the  use  of  &e  people  who  go 
there  to  live ;  he  gave  them  a  surplus  of  both 
to  sell  to  their  neighbors ;  but,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  a  foreign  Government,  the  people  are 
denied  the  benefit  of  tlie  use  and  the  profits  of 
supplying  their  neighbors. 

But  it  is  not  only  lead  and  salt  which  will  be 
monopolized  under  the  continuance  of  this  sys- 
tem, but  a  great  variety  of  other  minerals  and 
fossils,  and  large  tracts  of  farming  land  to  supply 
them  with  wood.  The  base  metals  have  an  af- 
finity to  each  other,  and  are  generally  found  in 
company.  The  lead  districts  in  the  Mendip 
Hills  and  Derbyshire,  in  England,  abound  with 
zinc,  iron,  coal,  mineral  waters,  plumbago,  every 
one  of  which,  and  many  others,  are  found  in  the 
mineral  districts  of  Missouri.'*'  All  these  must 
be  lost  to  the  inhabitants  if  the  leasing  system  is 


*  Geological  reaearohes  haTe  dlscoTered  in  Mlasonii,  be- 
BideB  the  artidea  above  named,  ohalks,  red  and  white; 
ochres,  red,  white,  and  yellow :  fUUer*6  earth ;  potter^a  clay; 
a  plaatlc  white  clay,  anow  white;  piaster  of  Paris;  flint; 
xnanganeae:  granular  qoartz;  anlphur;  saltpetre;  aevaral 
▼arietiea  of  marble,  including  porphyfr  and  alabaster; 
preolona  stonea»  cornelian  and  Jaapar ;  antimony ;  alnm. 


perpetuated.  And  what  is  the  advantage  pro- 
posed to  the  Federal  Government  in  return  for 
so  many  evils?  Bevennel  money  for  the  Treas- 
ury ]&  the  object  proposed.  But  who  can  enter- 
tain a  serious  idea  of  drawing  any  thing  worth 
a  nation^s  notice,  from  such  a  source?  We 
have  already  had  fifteen  years^  experience,  and 
shall  we  wait  for  fifteen  more  ?  8hall  the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations  be  lost  upon  us  ?  Of 
all  the  money-making  projects  that  ever  entered 
the  head  of  a  nation,  that  of  mining  is  held  to 
be  the  most  chimerical.  So  says  Adam  Smith. 
He  even  places  national  mining  below  lotteries, 
and  so  do  I.  And  if  compell^  to  choose  be- 
tween them,  I  would  certainly  direct  our  Minis- 
ter of  the  Treasury  to  repair  to  Benjamin  O. 
Tyler's  Grand  National  Temple  of  Fortune  on 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  (especially  if  furnished 
with  tickets  selected  by  the  truly  fortunate 
dreamer  of  Richmond,)  in  preference  to  resting 
his  hopes  for  friture  revenue  on  a  secona 
^  Mississippi  Scheme"  among  the  mines  of  Up- 
per Louisiana. 

I  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the 
bad  policy  of  leasing.  Shall  we  then  adopt  the 
alternative  proposed  by  the  bilL  and  deliver  up 
the  mines  and  salines  of  the  Republic  to  the 
pursuit  of  individual  industry,  to  the  activity  of 
mdividual  entei'prise,  to  the  care  of  individuid 
interest,  guided  and  sustained  by  the  skill  and 
capital  of  those  who  may  choose  to  hold  them  ? 
I  maintain  it  to  be  our  true  policy  to  do  so,  and 
that  the  Gk)vemment  wiU  find  its  indemnity  in 
tbe  price  which  will  be  paid  for  them,  and  in 
the  increased  wealth  of  its  citizens,  which  is,  in 
fact,  the  wealth  of  the  Government  itself.  [Be- 
sides, without  a  freehold  in  the  soil,  the  expe* 
rience  of  all  countries  proves  that  the  riches  of 
the  mineral  kingdom  can  never  be  discovered 
or  brought  into  action.  A  lessee  for  years  can- 
not incur  the  expenses  of  sinking  shafts,  con- 
necting them  by  galleries,  opening  ventilators, 
constructing  hydraulic  machines,  and  building 
permanent  frimaces.  And  without  these  labors, 
the  mineral  riches  which  lay  some  htmdred  feet 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  can  never  be  discov- 
ered. All  this  is  now  ^  proved  on  the  mineral 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  Missouri.  Fifty 
or  sixty  mines  have  been  opened,  exhausted, 
and  abandoned.  Yes,  in  the  space  of  a  few 
months  a  mine  is  exhausted,  while  in  England, 
mines  are  now  worked  which  were  opened  two 
thousand  years  ago.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
The  English  miner,  having  the  freehold  of  the 
soil,  husbands  and  improves  his  property,  and 
follows  the  vein  downwards,  even  to  the  dis- 
tance of  two  thousand  feet.  The  American 
lessee  can  only  take  what  he  finds  near  the  sur- 
£EU>e  of  the  ground.  He  cannot  pierce  the  rock 
in  pursuit  of  the  descending  veins  which  lead  to 
the  great  beds  of  ore  below.  He  can  only  ^^  pick 
out  the  eyes  of  the  mine,'^^^  without  touching  its 
body;  nor  is  it  possible  to  tell  where  nature 
has  deposited  her  hidden  treasures  except  by 
opening  the  earth  to  the  places  where  they  lie. 
Neither  the  eye  of  Science,  nor  the  ooi^urors' 
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rod,  can  detect  a  mine  at  any  given  distance  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  earth.  All  over  the  world 
mineral  wealth  has  been  discovered  either  by 
accident,  or  by  the  persevering  labor  of  the 
owner  of  the  soil.  It  is  needless  to  multiply 
examples  to  prove  the  assertion.  Every  Sena- 
tor's reading  will  ftimish  him  with  a  mmtitade. 
Two  only  will  I  mention — ^the  discoveries  of  tihe 
great  copper  mine  in  Anglesea  and  the  salt  mine 
in  Cheshire.  The  former,  though  the  richest  in 
the  world,  and  furnishing,  at  this  day,  more 
copper  than  all  the  mines  of  Europe  put  together, 
and  seated  in  the  bosom  of  a  country  setUed  for 
several  thousand  years,  was  only  discovered 
about  fifty  years  ago ;  the'  latter  only  discovered 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  though 
known  as  a  saline  to  the  Roman  soldiers  when 
Britain  was  a  province  of  the  Roman  empire. 
This  vast  salt  mine  is  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and 
then  commences  in  ttrata  sixty  feet  thick,  and 
yet  was  never  discovered  till  tiie  eiui^h  was  pen- 
etrated by  the  owner  of  the  soiL  If  situated  in 
the  United  States  on  public  lands,  it  would 
never  be  found  at  all,  for  the  lessee  for  years 
could  do  nothing  but  boil  the  water  which 
flowed  from  the  saline,  or  was  dipped  out  of  a 
well  a  few  feet  deep.  He  could  not  have  gone 
even  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep  into  the 
earth.  But  change  the  tenure,  create  a  fee 
simple  in  the  soil,  and  what  may  not  be  found 
in  a  country  like  Missouri,  where  a  thousand 
salines  present  themselves — ^where  a  thousand 
springs  and  branches,  and  even  a  river,  (laminej) 
turning  mills,  are  impregnated  with  salt,  indi- 
cating such  mines  and  fountains  of  salt  below, 
as  neither  England,  nor  any  other  countiy  upon 
earth,  can  be  supposed  to  contain.  The  same 
may  be  supposed  of  the  lead  districts,  and  may 
not  tin  and  copper  also  be  found  in  the  mineral 
districts  of  Missouri  ?  The  theory  of  mineralc^ 
authorizes  the  belief ;  foi  these,  too,  belong  to  t£e 
family  of  base  metals,  and  are  often  found  in 
company  of  lead. 

The  example  of  England  presents  itself  to  us. 
In  the  early  ages  her  base  metals  were  consid- 
ered as  too  precious  for  the  people,  and  were 
reserved  as  Grown  property.  Her  mines  were 
leased  out ;  and  the  great  tin  mines  of  Oomwall 
brought  the  imposing  sum  of  one  hundred  marks 
per  annum,  and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  the 
reign  of  Philip  and  Mary  this  policy  was  changed. 
The  mineral  kingdom,  by  an  act  of  Parliament, 
ceased  to  be  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Grown.  It  was  delivered  up  to  the  skill,  and 
capital,  and  industry  of  individuals,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been,  that  the  iron,  lead,  copper,  tin^ 
coal,  and  salt,  of  England/ have  carried  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  British  empire  to  a 
height  to  which  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico 
could  never  have  exalted  her.  And  let  us  follow 
her  example,  not  the  example  of  her  dark  ages, 
but  of  that  enlightened  period  which  has  made, 
of  a  small  island  in  the  sea,  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  powerful  empii-es  upon  the  face  of  l^e 
globe. 


When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Messrs.  Diokbbsov,  Lowrib,  Shith  of  Mary- 
land, Babtok,  Yak  Bxtbek,  Tatlob  of  Virginia^ 
HoLMBS  of  Maine,  Bbowk  of  Ohio,  King  oi 
New  York,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  followed 
Mr.  Benton,  witii  their  respective  views  of  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  this  measure^  and 
continued  the  debate  until  past  three  o'dock 

In  the  end,  the  bill  was,  at  the  request  of  a 
member,  laid  over  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  17. 
Nbrthweat  Coast  of  America. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  in  rdation  to  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  on  the  Northwest 
Coast  of  America,  and  the  same  having  been 
amended  by  substituting  the  Committee  on 
"  Foreign  JSelations,^^  was  agreed  to,  as  amended. 
The  remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  were  as  follows : 
Mr.  Benton  (mover  of  the  resolution)  said 
it  was  due  to  the  Senate  to  state  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  offer  it.  This  was, 
to  prevent  the  country  in  question  f^om  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another  power.  He  knew  that 
the  public  mind  was  tranquil  upon  this  point ; 
but  he  believed  that  this  tranquillity  arose,  not 
from  an  indifference  to  the  loss  of  the  Columbia 
River,  and  the  great  country  drained  by  its 
waters,  but  from  a  belief  that  our  title  to  it  was 
undisputed,  and  the  possession  open  to  our  citi- 
zens whenever  the  Government  would  permit 
them  to  enter  upon  it  The  contrary  of  idl  this, 
Mr.  B.  held  to  be  the  &ct,  and  he  would  under* 
take  to  show  to  the  Senate- 
first.  That  our  claim  of  wcereignty  is  dis- 
puted by  England. 

Second.  That  England  is  now  the  party  in 
po88emon. 

Third.  That  she  resists  the  possession  of  the 
United  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  party  in  possession  in  1828 
will  have  the  right  of  possession  under  the  law 
of  nations,  until  the  question  of  sovereignty  shall 
be  decided  by  war  or  negotiation. 

In  supporting  these  positions,  Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  womd  rely  for  his  proofs  upon  two  sources 
only ;  first,  the  document  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  President)  on  tJie  ITUi  April,  1822 ; 
second,  the  London  treaty  of  October  20th,  1818. 
The  document  would  be  found  in  vol.  8,  of  the 
State  Papers,  No.  112,  and  the  treaty  in  vol.  6, 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  607. 

1.  That  the  sovereignty  of  the  Columbiaii 
River  is  claimed  by  England.  Mr.  B.  premised, 
as  matter  of  historical  notoriety,  that  an  Ameri- 
can settlement,  Astoria,  existed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war;  that  it  was  captured  by  a  British 
doop-of-war,  in  1818,  converted  into  a  military 
post,  and  called  Fort  George ;  and  that^  by  the 
first  article  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  a  mutual  resti- 
tution was  stipulated  of  all  places  taken  from 
ei^er  party  by  the  other  in  the  progress  of  the 
war. 
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In  yirtne  of  this  stipulation,  the  American 
Gk>veTBment,  in  the  year  1815,  determined  to 
*'  Twecupy  "  the  post  on  theOolmnbiaBiver,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  16th 
of  July  of  that  year,  communicated  that  intention 
to  the  British  Gharg6  d^ Affaires  at  Washington, 
and  *'  requested  a  letter  *'  from  him  to  facilitate 
the  restitution.  Mr.  Baker  refused  the  letter, 
and  assigned  for  his  reason,  that  he  had  no  in- 
structions upon  tiie  subject,  from  the  British 
Government  He  set  up  no  titie,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Gk>yemment  of  the 
United  States,  apprehending  no  opposition,  de- 
spatched the  sloop-of-war  Ontario  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  to  reoccupy  the  post.  Two 
years  afterwards,  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
Mr.  Bagot,  arrives  from  England,  calls  personfOly 
on  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  inquires 
into  the  destination  of  the  Ontario,  and  being 
informed  that  one  object  of  her  voyage  was  "  to 
establish  a  settiement  on  the  Columbia  Biver,'^ 
he  complains  of  this  intention  as  injurious  to  the 
^'  rights  and  interests ''  of  His  Britannic  Mfgesty, 
and,  on  the  2Yth  of  November,  two  days  after 
his  personal  interview,  he  addressed  an  official 
note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  requesting  an 
explanation"  of  the  views  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment with  respect  to  the  settiement,  deny- 
ing that  the  restitution  of  Astoria  could  be 
claimed  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  and  declaring 
that  *Hhe  territory  in  question  had  early  been 
taken  possession  of  in  His  Majesty's  name,  and 
had  since  been  considered  as  forming  part  of 
His  Miyesty's  dominions." 

What  answer  was  given  by  the  American 
Government,  to  this  high-toned  communication, 
is  to  me  unknown,  said  Mr.  B.  I  draw  my  infor- 
mation from  the  papers  communicated  in  the 
document  No.  112,  and  no  answer  is  there  to  be 
found.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Ontario  returned 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean  without  getting  posses- 
sion of  the  post  on  the  Columbia. 

The  next  paper  upon  this  subject  is  from  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  to  the  same  effect,  and 
of  still  higher  authority,  coming  from  I^ord 
Castiereagh  himself  and  given  in  person  to  Mr. 
Bush,  the  American  Minister  in  London.  Mr. 
Bush  communicates  it  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
14th  of  February,  1818.  He  states  tiiat  "His 
Lordship  mentioned  the  affair  of  the  establish- 
ment at  the  Columbia  Biver ;"  expressed  his 
"  regret "  at  the  steps  taken  by  the  United  States 
to  repossess  itself  of  the  territory  in  question, 
I*  Great  Britain  having  a  claim  of  dominion  over 
it ; "  and  that  Mr.  Bagot  had  sent  in  "  a  remon- 
strance" upon  the  occasion,  to  which  no  answer 
had  been  made  at  the  last  dates.  For  settling 
the  question  of  titie  between  the  two  powers. 
Lord  Castiereagh  proposed  that  a  reference 
should  be  made  of  it  to  the  arbitration  of  some 
friendly  sovereign,  and  admitted  that  the 
United  States  was  entitied  to  restitution  of 
possession  under  the  first  article  of  the  Ghent 
treaty. 

This  despatch  from  Mr.  Bush  draws  out  the 
American  Secretary.    On  the  20tii  of  May  fol- 


lowing, Mr.  Adams  writes  to  Mr.  Bush,  instruct- 
ing him  to  decline  the  proposed  arbitration,  and 
to  express  to  Lord  Castiereagh  the  unwillingness 
of  the  United  States  to  include  tiiis  subject 
among  the  objects  of  "  serious  discussion,"  be 
cause  of  "  the  minuteness  of  the  present  interests" 
of  either  party  involved  in  it. 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  end  of  the  published 
oorre^ndence  on  this  point.  The  next  place 
in  which  the  British  claim  shows  itself  is  in  the 
London  treaty  of  October,  1818. 

The  first  article  of  that  treaty  secures  to  Amer- 
ican fishermen  the  liberty  of  curing  fish  on  the 
unsettied  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

The  second  determines  a  portion  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  His  Britan- 
nic Migesty's  dominions  in  America,  to  wit: 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of 
the  Bocky  Mountains,  and  fixes  it  upon  the 
parallel  of  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  third  applies  to  the  country  drained  by 
the  Columbia  Biver,  and  is  in  these  words : 

'*It  18  agreed  that  any  country  which  may  be 
claimed  by  either  party,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America,  westward  of  the  Stoney  Momitaina,  shall, 
together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the 
navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free  and 
open  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the 
signatnre  of  the  present  convention,  to  the  vessels, 
citizens,  and  sabjects,  of  the  two  powers;  it  being 
well  understood  that  tiiis  agreement  is  not  to  be  con- 
strued to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part 
of  the  said  country ;  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect 
the  claims  of  any  other  power  or  State  to  any  part 
of  the  said  country ;  the  only  object  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  in  that  respect,  beinff  to  prevent  dis- 
putes and  differences  amongst  themselves." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  was  the  last  and  the 
highest  piece  of  evidence  which  he  intended  to 
submit  in  support  of  his  assertion  that  Great 
Britain  now  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Columbia  Biver.  He  had  traced  that  daim 
from  its  first  appearance  above  the  horizon  of 
diplomatic  discussion  to  its  safe  lodgment  in  the 
bosom  of  a  treaty ;  and  surely  no  claim  had  ever 
grown  up  with  such  surprising  rapidity.  When 
Louisiana  was  purchased  from  Spain,  in  1803,  it 
was  not  heard  of;  when  Lewis  and  Clarke  took 
possession  of  the  country,  in  1806,  it  was  not 
heard  of;  when  Astoria  wbb  founded,  in  1810,  it 
was  still  unheard  of;  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  no  one 
mentioned  it;  in  1816,  the  British  Charg6 
d'Affaires  at  Washington  City,  knows  nothing 
about  it.  It  is  only  in  November,  1817,  that  a 
British  Minister  first  avows  it;  in  May,  1818, 
that  an  American  Secretary  considers  it  too 
^^ minute"  to  be  classed  among  objects  of 
*' serious  discussion;"  and  in  October  of  the 
same  year  that  it  obtains  foothold  in  a  solemn 
treaty,  there  to  remain  the  fruitful  source  of  fu- 
ture negotiation  and  perhaps  of  war. 

Mr.  £(.  proceeded  to  his  second  point:  That 
England  now  has  the  possession  of  the  country 
in  question. 

He  apprehended  that  a  transaction  in  which 
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Mr.  Prevost  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  had  misled  the  pnblic  mind  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  facts  are,  that  a  British  ship  of  war 
called  at  Lima,  in  the  Fall  of  1818,  took  up  Mr. 
Prevost,  carried  him  to  Astoria  (Fort  George) 
on  the  1st  day  of  October,  and  brought  him  away 
on  the  6th.  While  there,  Mr.  Prevost,  under  the 
authority  of  the  American  Government,  signed 
a  receipt  for  the  delivery  of  Fort  George,  and 
accepted  a  remonstrance  from  the  British 
against  the  delivery  "  until  the  final  decision  of 
the  right  of  sovereignty  to  the  country  between 
the  two  Governments."  The  possession  of  the 
fort  was  not  changed,  nor  intended  to  be  changed 
by  any  thing  that  Mr.  Prevost  did.  He  could 
not  man  the  fort  himself  and  had  not  a  single 
soldier  or  sailor  to  do  it  for  him.  The  ceremony 
of  lowering  the  British  flag,  and  hoisting  the 
American,  was  a  piece  of  form  arranged  b^ore- 
hand  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  words  of 
the  Ghent  Treaty  by  a  nominal  restitution,  while 
the  post  itself  remained  with  the  English  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  Mr.  Prevost  had  n^ver  made 
his  visit.  No  attempt  has  since  been  made  by 
the  American  Government  to  realize  the  pos- 
session, and  Fort  George  remains  to  this  day  in 
the  hands  of  the  British. 

The  third  point:  That  England  resists  the 
possession  of  the  United  States. 

This  has  been  already  proved,  in  showing 
that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Bagot,  in  1817, 
'^  remonstrated  "  against  the  occupation  of  the 
country  by  the  sloop-of-war  Ontario,  and  in 
the  notorious  fact  that  the  Ontario  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  the  object  of  her  voyage.  In  1818,  it 
is  shown  by  Mr.  Prevost,  that  it  was  still  the 
intention  of  the  American  Government  to  set- 
tle the  country,  which  we  fdl  know  has  not 
been  done.  His  words  are  these :  "  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  President,  in  sending  me  thus 
far,  was  to  obtain  such  information  of  the  place, 
its  access,  and  its  commercial  importance,  as 
might  enable  him  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  measures  for  the  protection  and 
extension  of  the  establishment"  The  report  of 
Mr.  Prevost  was  most  favorable  on  all  these 
points,  but  no  plan,  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
by  him,  has  been  submitted  to  Congress  by  the 
Executive ;  and,  since  that  period,  the  present 
British  Minister  in  Washington,  Mr.  Canning, 
in  two  several  interviews  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  reference  to  the  bill  depending  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  occupation  of 
the  Columbia  River,  "  suggested  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  claims  on  the  Northwest  coast  of 
America,  with  which  he  conceived  that  such 
occupation,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
would  conflict;  and  requested  to  be  informed 
what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  this  respect." 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  resistance,  and  resistance 
in  the  most  imposing  form.  It  is  direct  from 
the  Minister  of  England  to  the  American  Sec- 
retary of  State.  It  is  &oe  to  face ;  not  once 
only,  but  on  two  distinct  and  separate  occasions. 
It  goes  the  whole  length  of  unqualified  opposi- 


tion ;  renewing  the  "  ohiim  "  of  Great  Britain, 
warning  the  Republic  of  a  "  conflict,"  and  call- 
ing  upon  the  Executive  to  declare  its  ^*  inten- 
tions.'' What  further  the  Minister  would  have 
said  or  done,  if  the  Executive  had  avowed  a  dis- 
position to  occupy  the  Columbia,  cannot  be 
known,  as  no  such  avowal  was  made,  but 
enough  is  known  to  prove  that  the  Minister  of 
England  has  virtually  attempted  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  a  legislative  act  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States— an  attempt  which,  if  I  am 
not  greatly  mistaken  in  the  temper  of  the 
American  people,  will  accelerate  the  measure  it 
was  intended  to  impede. 

The  fourth  pomt :  That  the  party  in  posses- 
sion, in  the  year  1828,  will  have  the  ngU  of 
possession  until  the  question  of  titie  is  decided 
by  war  or  negotiation. 

This  consequence,  said  Mr.  B.,  results  from, 
the  terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
London.  That  article  has  been  read.  The  read- 
ing of  it  will  have  dissipated  two  errors  which 
had  obtained  a  wide  spread  in  the  public  mind 
—first,  that  the  Engli^  recognized  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  latitude  as  the  lK)undary  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and, 
second,  that  the  United  States  granted  to  her 
the  use  of  the  Columbia  River,  and  the  trade  of 
its  inhabitants,  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 
The  facts  are,  that  the  boundary  is  only  fixed 
to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  tho 
sovereignty  of  each  is  considered  as  equal  to  all 
the  country  beyond.  Neither  surrenders  any 
part  of  its  own  daim ;  the  treaty  is  not  to  be 
construed  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  title  of 
either;  by  consequence,  neidier  is  considered 
as  having  accepted  a  privilege  from  the  other ; 
but  each  retains  possession,  by  virtue  of  his  own 
claim  to  sovereignty,  andeadii  agrees  to  tolerate 
the  possession  of  the  other  for  ten  years.  It  re- 
sults, of  course,  from  this  stipulation,  that  the 
party  in  possession,  at  the  end  of  the  ten  years, 
will  have  the  right  of  possession  till  the  ques- 
tion of  title  shall  be  decided.  It  requires  no 
YatUl  to  tell  us  this.  The  prindpfe  is  the 
samcp  in  national  and  in  municipal  law.  When 
the  title  is  disputed,  the  party  in  possession  of 
the  disputed  property  has  the  right  to  keep  it 
till  tlie  question  of  title  is  decided,  by  a  court 
of  justice,  when  the  dispute  is  between  individ- 
uals; ana  by  arms  or  negotiation,  if  between 
nations.  In  the  case  before  the  Senate,  the 
United  States  have  a  right  of  possession  under 
the  Ghent  treaty,  and  a  right  of  entry  under 
the  treaty  of  1818 ;  but  the  latter  is  ahready 
half  run  out,  and  the  former  must  be  considered 
as  abandoned,  if  not  renewed  and  effectually 
asserted. 

Mr.  B.  made  further  remarks  upon  the  third 
article  of  the  London  treaty.  He  had  heard  it 
said  t^at  an  able  diplomatist  never  signed  a 
treaty  without  having  first  deposited  in  it  the 
seed  of  a  new  contestation.  If  so,  the  nego- 
tiators of  this  article  have  shown  themselves 
eminently  able.    They  have  not  only  sowed  the 
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seed  of  a  new  contest  with  England,  but  with 
all  the  powers  who  may  choose  to  contend  with 
US  for  the  Northwest  coast  of  America.  They 
have  inserted  a  saving  danse  in  behalf  of  all 
other  "claims''  of  all  other  "States  and 
Powers  "  to  the  same  district  of  country.  When 
I  saw  this  gratuitous  and  extraordinary  reser- 
vation, I  could  not  avoid  casting  my  eyes  to  the 
foot  of  the  treaty,  and  searching  among  the 
signatures  for  the  names  of  Nesselrode  and 
Capo  D'Istria ;  not  seeing  their  names  there,  I 
nevertheless  bldlieve  that  I  see  the  finger  of 
Russia  in  the  treaty  itself;  and  in  a  reservation 
BO  vague  and  so  foreign  to  the  interest  of  the 
Republic,  every  one  may  see  the  policy  of  Eng- 
land, securing  to  herself  the  means  of  strength- 
ening her  own  pretensions  by  Joining  to  them 
the  "  claims  "  of  all  other  "  Powers  and  States." 

Mr.  B.  found  other  provisions,  to  him  unac- 
countable, in  this  treaty.  The  "  fishing  privi- 
lege "  is  yielded  to  us,  without  an  equivalent, 
which,  at  Ghent,  could  not  be  obtained,  except 
to  balance  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  he  found  the  sovereignty  of  the  Columbia 
a  concession  not  even  asked  for  at  Ghent,  more 
than  half  surrendered  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
associate  pretenders,  and  this,  too,  without  the 
shadow  of  an  equivalent  to  the  United  States; 
unless,  indeed,  by  a  stib  HlenHo  agreement,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Columbia  was  substituted  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi^  as  the  price  of 
the  important  privilege  of  takmg  and  curing 
fish  on  the  desert  shores  of  Labrador  and  New- 
foundland. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  pursue  this  subject  any  fur- 
ther. He  flattered  himself  that  he  had  made 
good  all  the  points  which  he  had  taken  before 
file  Senate,  and  that  it  was  now  apparent  that 
the  Republic,  partly  through  its  own  remissness, 
partly  from  the  concessions  of  our  Ministers  in 
liondon,  but  chiefly  from  the  bold  pretensions 
of  England,  is  in  imminent  danser  of  losingall 
Its  territory  beyond  the  Rocky  MonntainsTThe 
evils  of  such  a  loss  to  us,  and  the  advantage  of 
such  an  acquisition  to  her,  are  too  obvious  to  be 
here  insisted  upon.  Every  one  can  see  that  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia,  in  the  hands  of  Eng- 
land, would  be  immediately  converted  into  a 
grand  naval  station,  for  the  protection  of  her 
trade  and  navigation  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
for  the  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  aH  otiber 
powers.  Not  an  American  ship  will  be  able  to 
show  itself  bevond  Cape  Horn,  but  with  the 
permission  of  the  V^ngiigh. 

The  direct  intercourse  between  Asia  and  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  intercepted. 
The  fiir  trade  of  the  Kocky  Monntains  would 
fall  into  the  hands  of  British  subjects,  and  with 
it  the  entire  command  of  all  the  Indians  of  the 
West  and  North,  to  be  turned  loose  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  Blinois 
and  Michigan,  upon  the  first  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 


Tttbsdat,  February  18. 
Lead  Mine$  and  Salt  Springs, 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  offer  at  public  sale  the  salt  springs  and 
lead  mines  of  the  United  States,  and  the  public 
land  contiguous  thereto. 

Mr.  DiOKXBSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  a  substitute, 
providing,  in  substance,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  appoint  some 
fit  person,  skilled  in  mineralogy,  for  the  space 
of  three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
reporting,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  nunes  and 
minerals  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois, 
and  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  allowing  him  a 
salary  therefor. 

Mr.  DioKKRSoir  supported  this  proposition, 
and  opposed  the  original  bilL 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  Louisiana,  advocated,  at  some 
length,  and  Mr.  M&.00K  briefiy,  the  expediency 
of  selling  the  mine  lands.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  some  remarks  against  the  biU, 
and  Mr.  Talbot  likewise,  in  its  present  shape. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the 
Senate  acyonrned. 


Vol.  YIL— 24 


WsDNBSDAT,  February  19. 
Election  qfPreeident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
At  12  o'clock  to-day,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  called  the  Senate  to  order ;  and  having 
stated  that  the  hour  had  arrived  at  which  the 
Senate  had  resolved  to  proceed  to  Uie  election 
of  President  |>ro  tempore^  he  requested  the  mem- 
bers to  prepare  their  ballots  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  |>r<^  tem,^  and  the  result  was  as 
follows : 
For  John  Gaillabd,  of  South  Carolina   82 
For  James  Babboub,  of  Virginia  -        --6 
Scattering      ....        .        ^6 
So  Mr.  Gaillabd  was  elected  President  of  the 
Senate  pro  tempore;  and,  having  taken  the 
Chair,  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Gkrtlbmen  :  On  taking  the  statioii.  with  which 
yon  have  honored  me,  I  mii«t  be  permitted  to  tender 
you  my  acknowledgments  for  ao  flattenng  an  evidence 
of  the  continuance  of  your  confidonoe  and  favor. 
Were  my  capacity  to  fill  this  place  oommensnrate 
with  your  kindness,  or  equal  to  tha  gratitude  I  feed, 
I  might  then  reasonably  expect  to  merit  your  appro- 
bation, T^ch  would  bo  the  highest  reward  I  could 
obtain,  and  the  most  spratifying  compensation  for  tiie 
cares  and  solidtude  indch  must  ever  be  attendant  on 
the  situation  to  which  I  am  called.  Forbidden,  how- 
ever, by  a  thorough  conviction  of  my  defieieBcies  in 
many  essential  respects  to  hope  for  so  favorable  a 
result,  I  most  agam  throw  myself  for  encoumgement 
and  support  on  your  known  liberality,  and  on  the 
experience  I  have  had  of  your  fonner  indul^noe, 
and  they  will,  I  trust,  sustain  me. in.  the  attempt  I 
shall  make  to  discharge  the  duties  devolving  on  me 
with  fidelity  and  impartiality ;  being  fully  persuaded 
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thftt  I  shall  thereby  furnish  the  most  satisfactory  testi- 
mony that  can  be  offered  of  my  hjfh  respect  for  this 
body,  as  veil  as  of  my  esteem  and  personal  regard 
for  the  individuals  composing  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miu^,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  election  of  Mr. 
Gaiixabd  as  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  Pbbsident  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  inform  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
thereof. 


Thubsdat,  February  20. 
Christian  Indians  in  Ohio — Failure  qf  the 

Mtperimentm 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BTraoLss, 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  m- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  as  maybe  necessary  for 
purchasing  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  certain 
Indians  luve  in  and  to  three  several  tracts  of  land, 
of  four  thousand  acres  each,  lying  in  the  coun^  of 
Tuscaroras,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  lands  were 
granted  by  Congress,  in  the  year  1796,  to  the  "  So- 
ciety of  United  Brethren  for  propagatiog  the  Gospel 
among  the  Heathen,"  in  trust,  for  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  Indians ;  said  purchase  to  be  made 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Socie^. 


MoKDAT,  February  24^ 

The  Presidsnt  communicated  the  credentials 
of  John  Taylor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next;  and  also,  the  credentials  of 
Nehbmiah  B.  KNioHt,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Bhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  for  the  same  term  of 
six  years ;  which  were  severally  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

Case  (if  Divorce, 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  divorce 
John  Wheelwright^  of  Alexandria^  and  Oaro- 
line  Eliza  Wheelwright  his  wife. 

Mr.  W.  petitions  for  a  divorce,  on  the  ground 
of  the  insanity  of  his  wife,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  (though  then  to  him  unknown ;)  of 
the  increase  of  the  malady  until  it  became  en- 
tirely settled  and  confirmed ;  of  its  having  now 
continued  for  several  years,  and  the  belief,  (in 
which  he  has  the  opinion  of  the  physicians  in 
whose  care  she  has  be^i  long  placed,)  that  the 
insanity  is  incurable. 

A  long  and  feeling  debate  took  place  on  this 
bill:— chiefiy  on  these  points :  Whether  the  in- 
sanity actually  existed  at  the  time  of  marriage, 
so  as  to  render  the  contract  void ;  whether  an 
affliction  of  this  character  ought  to  dissolve  the 
marriage  contract ;  whether,  if  it  was  entitled 
to  relief,  t^e  tribunal  appointed  for  tlie  purpose 
of  granting  such  relief  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, (where  the  marriage  was  contracted,)  was 
not  the  proper  place  for  the  petitioner  to  seek 


it ;  whether  it  was  right  for  Congress  to  grant 
divorces  at  all,  (it  has  never  yet  granted  one,) 
&c.  It  was  agreed,  on  all  hands,  the  facts 
being  generally  admitted,  that  it  was  a  case  of 
great  hardship.  Messrs.  Basboub  and  Soitth- 
ABD  advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnestness. 
It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York, 
Benton,  Mills,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Ohan- 
DLSB.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  without 
taking  sides  on  the  bill,  spoke  in  corroboration 
of  the  facts  set  forth  by  the  petitioner,  and  as 
to  the  great  respectability  of  the  connections  of 
the  lady  residing  in  Boston.    * 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Yeas. — Messra  Barbour,  Barton,  D'Wol^  Dicke^ 
son,  Eaton,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, Kelly,  Knight,  Lanman,  Noble,  Farrott,  South- 
ard, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 16. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandl^,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  MorriU,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Stokes,  Taylor  of  Yiigtnia^ 
Thomas,  Yan  Buren,  Yan  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams 
of  Mississippi — ^26. 

So  the  bill  was  r^ected. 


Tuesday,  February  26. 
Louisiana  Land  Titles, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  tJie  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable 
the  holders  of  French.  British,  and  Spanish 
titles  to  land,  within  tne  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  have  not  been  recognized  as  valid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  ob- 
jects of  the  biU,  and  urged  the  importance  of 
acting  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session.  He 
thought  it  was  not  only  the  duty  but  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  claims  embraced  by  the  bill. 
If  they  are  not  valid,  they  belong  to  the  United 
States,  and  should  be  brought  into  market, 
which  could  not  be  done  until  they  are  decided 
on.  But  he  complained  of  the  injury  done  to 
Louisiana,  by  keeping  large  cldms  of  land  waste, 
within  the  limits  of  the  State.  Emigration  had 
then  been  checked,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  retarded.  He  said,  when  the  subject 
was  under  consideration  some  days  sioce,  he 
liad  proposed  to  exclude  from  the  operation  of 
the  bill  three  large  claims  known  by  the  names 
of  Bastrop's,  Maison  Bouge's,  and  Houmas'a,  not 
because  he  had  changed  his  opinion  since  he 
introduced  the  bill,  but  because  he  understood 
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it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Pablio 
Lands  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  that  it 
was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  decision  in  a 
separate  bill.  But  as  no  such  bUl  had  been 
since  introdaced  for  the  purpose,  he  was  now 
opposed  to  title  amendment  under  consideration, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  proposed  to  exclude  these  claims  from 
the  operation  of  the  bilL  He  considered  it  of 
the  first  importance  in  every  point  of  view,  that 
these  claims  should  be  also  a^usted  without 
further  delay. 

Upon  this  amendment  a  discussion  arose, 
which  occupied  more  than  three  hours.  It  was 
ultimately  adopted— ayes  27,  noes  10. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  several 
members,  that  the  three  claims  alluded  to, 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary,  bat  be 
decided  on  by  Congress  itself;  though  the  Sen- 
ate seems  to  have  acted  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  expedient  to  provide  for  their  ai^ustment 
by  a  separate  bilL 

The  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  favor  of  includ- 
ing the  three  large  olaixna^  named  above  in  the 
biU,  were  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Van 
Dtes,  Bbown  of  Louisiana,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Milub;  .and  those  who  opposed  it  were 
Messrs.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buben, 
Eaton,  Lanhan,  Babboub,  and  Chandleb. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  other  details 
of  the  bill,  and  the  adoption  of  several  amend- 
ments; and  after  rejecting  a  motion  to  post- 
pone the  biU  indefinitely,  the  question  was  put 
on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  decided  in  the  afSrmatiVe  by  yeas  and  nays 
— yeas  28,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — ^Measrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown 
of  Looisiana,  Brown  of  Ohio,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gail* 
lard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massaohnsetts,  Macon,  Mills, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stokes, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  Dickerson, 
Lanman,  Morrill,  and  Smith  of  South  Carolina. 


Wkdnbsday,  February  26. 

nr  EXBCunvB  sbssion. 

Political  and  Commercial  state  of  the  Idand  of 

St,  Domingo* 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 
7h  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  .* 

By  a  resolution  of  the  27th  of  December  last,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate,  such  information  as  he  might 
possess,  respecting  the  political  state  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Domingo ;  whether  the  government  thereof  was 
claimed  by  any  European  nation,  what  our  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  government  of  the  island  were, 
and  whether  any  further  commercial  relations  with 
that  Government  would  be  consistent  with  the  interest 
and  safety  of  the  United  Statea 

Fxom  the  import  of  the  resolution,  it  is  inferred 
tnat  the  Senate  were  fully  aware  of  the  delicate  and 


interesting  nature  of  the  subject  embraced  by  it,  in 
aU  its  branches.  The  call  supposes  something  pecu- 
liar in  the  nature  of  the  government  of  that  idand, 
and  in  the  character  of  its  population,  to  which  at- 
tention is  due.  Impressed  always  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  meet  every  call  of  either  House  for  infor- 
mation, I  most  willingly  comply  in  this  instance, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  particular  circumstances  al- 
luded to. 

In  adverting  to  the  political  state  of  St  Domingo,  I 
have  to  observe,  that  the  whole  island  is  now  united 
under  one  government,  under  a  constitution,  which 
retains  the  sovereignty  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
color,  and  with  provisions  which  prohibit  the  employ- 
ment in  the  government,  of  all  white  persons  who 
have  emigrated  there  since  1816,  or  who  may  here- 
after emigrate  there ;  and  which  prohibit,  also,  the 
acquisition,  by  such  persons,  of  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship, or  to  real  estate  in  the  island.  ^  the  exercise 
of  tliis  sovereignty,  the  government  has  not  been 
molested  by  any  European  power.  No  invasion  of 
the  island  has  been  made,  or  attempted,  by  any 
power.  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  the  relations 
between .  the  Government  of  France  and  the  island 
have  not  been  adjusted,  that  its  independence  has  not 
been  recognized  by  France,  nor  has  peace  been  for- 
mally established  between  the  parties. 

The  establishment  of  a  government  of  a  people  of 
color  in  the  island,  on  the  principles  above  stated, 
evinces,  distinctly,  the  idea  of  a  separate  interest,  and 
a  distrust  of  other  nations.  Had  that  jealousy  been 
confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parent  country,  it 
would  have  been  less  an  object  of  attention.  But,  by 
extending  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries, 
with  whom  no  difference  ever  existed,  the  policy  as- 
sumes a  character  which  does  not  admit  of  a  like  ex- 
planation. To  what  extent  that  spirit  may  be  in- 
dulged, or  to  what  purposes  applied,  our  experience 
has  yet  been  too  limited  to  enable  us  to  form  a  just 
estimate.  These  are  inquiries  more  peculiarly  inter- 
esting to  the  neighboring  islands.  They,  neverthe- 
less, deserve  the  attention  of  the  United  States. 

Between  the  United  States  and  the  island  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  exists,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  the 
object  of  this  Government  to  promote  it.  Our  com- 
merce there  has  been  subjected  to  higher  duties  than 
have  been  imposed  on  like  articles  from  some  other 
nations.  Is  has,  nevertheless,  been  extensive ;  pro- 
ceeding from  the  wants  of  the  respective  parties,  and 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.  Of  this  discrimination 
to  our  injury,  we  had  a  right  to  complain,  and  have 
complained.  It  is  expected  that  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  the  ishmd  will  be  placed  on  the  footing 
of  the  most  favored  natioa  No  preference  is  sought 
in  our  favor,  hor  ouffht  any  to  be  given  to  others. 
Regarding  the  high  mterest  of  our  happy  Union,  and 
looking  to  every  circumstance,  which  may,  by  any 
possibility,  afiect  the  tranquillity  of  any  part,  how- 
ever remotely,  and  guarding  agtunst  such  injury,  by 
suitable  precautions,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government 
to  promote,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  and  by  a 
fair  an<r  honorable  policy,  the  best  interest  of  every 
other  part,  and  thereby  of  the  whole.  Feeling,  pro- 
foundly, the  force  of  this  obligation,  I  shall  continue 
to  exert,  with  unwearied  zetd,  my  best  facilities  to 
give  it  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Fbbbuart  25, 182a 

The  Message  was  laid  on  the  table  for  ooii« 
sideration. 
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Thubsdat,  February  S7. 
Fa/rrow  and  Earris. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  adjastment  of  the 
accounts  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris 
(formerly  contractors  for  building  the  fortifica- 
tions on  Dauphin  Island,  now  abandoned)  was 
Uiken  up.  A  debate  of  considerable  duration 
took  place  on  this  bill  and  the  Torious  amend- 
ments offered  thereto. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  opposed  to  the  postpone* 
ment  of  the  bill.  He  said  the  object  of  the 
motion  seemed  to  be  to  postpone  the  bill  under 
consideration,  which  had  been  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners.  He  did  not  approve  of 
either  of  the  billn,  as  neither  of  them  is  calcu- 
lated to  afford  prompt  relief!  He  thought  the 
Senate^s  bill,  however,  best  calculated  to  attain 
that  object 

Mr.  J.  now  explained  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  exposed  the  hardships  to  which 
the  petitioners  had  been  subjected,  and  the 
cruel  injustice  which  had  been  done  them  by 
Congress,  as  he  conceived,  in  withholding  the 
appropriations  necessary  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment, on  its  part,  to  fulfil  the  contract  made 
with  the  petitioners.  Farrow,  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  who  was  most  interested,  and  whom 
he  represented  as  being  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
tract a  gentieman  of  high  respectability,  and 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  Virginia, 
had,  in  consequence  of  this  failure  on  the  part 
•  of  the  Gk>vernment,  been  reduced  from  a  state 
of  affiuence  and  independence  to  that  of  poverty 
and  want ;  and  he  had  been  harassed  and  op- 
pressed for  a  conniderable  time,  and,  he  be- 
neved,  without  the  least  fault  on  his  part.  He 
referred  to  the  contract.  In  the  montii  of  July, 
1818,  Farrow  and  Harris  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Government  to  construct  on 
Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  Bay,  a  fort  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  engaged  to  be  on  the 
ialAnd  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1818,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the  works. 
And  it  was  stipulated  between'the  parties  that 
the  United  States  engineer  would  be  on  the 
island  at  the  time  specified,  and  designate  the 
spot  on  which  the  buildings  were  to  be  erected, 
and  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
to  be  executed.  It  appjears  Farrow  and  Harris 
arrived  on  the  island  with  their  men,  materials, 
and  implements,  to  a  very  great  amount,  ready 
to  carry  into  effect  their  part  of  the  contract. 
But  the  United  States  engineer,  who  was  to 
designate  the  site  for  the  intended  works,  did 
not  arrive  till  some  time  in  January ;  so  that 
the  contractors,  with  all  their  mechanics,  la- 
borers, and  overseers,  had  to  wait  nearly  two 
montluB  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty, 
and  wore  in  consequence  sul^ected  to  great  in- 
conveniences, and  sustained  heavy  losses.  Still, 
notwithstanding  this  Mure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  the  contractors  had  commenced, 


and  progressed  rapidly  with  the  works ;  they 
had  surmounted  uie  difficulties  that  had  im- 
peded their  progress;  the  materials  sufiScient 
for  the  completion  of  the  works  had  been  ob- 
tained ;  and  at  the  time  Congress  withheld  the 
appropriations  which  occasioned  the  progress 
of  the  works  to  be  stopped,  there  was  ever> 
reason  to  believe  the  contract  would  soon  be 
fulfilled,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Chief  Engineer,  in  his  report,  states: 
"The  contract  for  fortifications  at  Dauphin 
Island  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the> 
time  the  appropriation  was  withheld ;  and,  from 
the  means  applicable  to  its  prosecution,  as 
shown  in  the  table,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
its  progress  would  have  continued  to  be  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  and  that  it  would  be  erected 
within  the  estimate."  And  it  appears  by  a 
statement  from  the  proper  department,  that  on 
account  of  $162,877,  advanced  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  Farrow  and  Harris,  a  credit  of  $48,899 
is  allowed,  and  that  the  value  of  the  articles  on 
hand  applicable  to  the  works  is  set  down  at 
$120,000— making  together  the  sum  of  $168,899 
—showing  a  balance  of  $6,647  due  to  Farrow 
and  Harris,  independentiy  of  the  heavy  dam- 
ages they  have  sustained  from  the  violation  of 
the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
and  for  which  they  are  certainly  entitied  to 
compensation. 

Contracts  with  the  United  States  are  gov- 
erned by  the  same  principles  as  between  indi- 
viduals; each  party  being  bound  to  fulfil  what 
they  agree  to  do,  and  l£e  party  that  fails  to 
perform  the  agreement  \s  Uable  to  damages. 

Thus  it  appears,  from  these  statements,  that 
at  the  time  the  progress  of  the  works  was 
stopped  by  the  GhDvemment,  the  materials  on 
hand  were  perhai)s  equal  to  the  completion  of 
the  works  contemplated,  and  the  means  neces- 
sary, in  full  operation,  to  complete  them  in  a 
short  time,  and  all  the  expenses  incurred,  on 
whidi  the  profits  are  predicated.  Notwith- 
standing tills  view  of  the  subject,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  correct,  the  contractors  have  been 
prosecuted  by  the  Government,  and  their  prop- 
erty withheld  to  a  large  amount,  and  a  suit  is 
now  actually  pending  against  them  and  their 
securities  to  recover  back  the  amount  of  ad- 
vances made  by  the  Government  on  account  of 
the  contract;  after  deducting  the  value,  by  ad- 
measurement, of  so  much  of  the  work  as  was 
actually  done,  at  the  contract  rates.  The 
amount  of  the  price  of  this  work,  added  to  the 
value  of  the  materials  on  hand,  at  a  fair  valua- 
tion, would  be  no  compensation  to  the  con- 
tractors. By  this  mode  of  settiement,  no  allow- 
ance would  be  made  for  the  great  investments 
of  capital,  or  for  the  labor  and  expenses  be- 
stowed m  collecting  the  materials,  and  prepar- 
ing for  the  execution  of  the  work;  nor  would 
any  allowance  be  made  for  the  losses  and  risks 
incident  to  such  an  undertaking,  or  for  such 
materials  as  were  either  paid  or  contracted  for, 
though  not  actually  delivered.    The  profits  to 
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be  derived  from  his  contract  could  arise,  not 
from  the  collection  of  the  materials  on  the 
island,  bnt  from  putting  the  materials  together 
in  the  construction  of  the  works. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  state,  that  about  80  or 
100  slaves  had  been  purchased  on  account  of 
the  Government,  for  the  purpose  ^f  executing 
the  works,  and  were  mortgaged  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  advances  made,  and  are  now  held 
subject  to  the  mortgage.  And  what  is  contem- 
plated to  be  done,  he  asked,  hj  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives?  It  provides  for 
the  sale  of  the  slaves  and  materialB  alluded  to, 
for  prompt  payment,  with  the  view  of  giving 
the  contractors  credit  for  the  amount  of  the 
proceeds  of  sales.  It  was  evident,  he  said,  that 
the  property,  if  thus  disposed  of,  would  be  sac- 
rificed. Besides,  the  power  of  Congress  to 
adopt  such  a  step  might  be  questioned.  If  the 
materials  famished  for  the  lortifications  belong 
to  the  United  States,  they  require  no  law  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  them.  If  they  are  the 
property  of  the  contractors,  Congress  has  no 
right  to  pass  a  law  directing  the  aale  of  them. 
But,  presuming  the  materials  to  belong  to  the 
contractors,  and  admitting  the  power  thus  to 
dispose  of  them,  would  it  be  just  or  politic  to 
exercise  it?  He  thought  not.  The  materids 
are  wanted,  and  may  all  be  emploved,  as  he  is 
informed,  in  completing  the  fortincations  now 
building  at  Mobile  Point,  three  miles  from 
Dauphin  Island.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  should  be  authorized  to 
receive  them  at  a  fsiir  estimation,  leaving  the 
question  of  damages  open  for  further  investiga- 
tion. He  was  aim  of  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  directed  by  this  act  to  receive 
the  slaves  in  question  at  the  price  for  which 
they  were  purchased,  or  at  least  to  discharge 
the  mortgage  on  them.  The  gendeman  who 
had  purchased  the  slaves  for  tibe  Government 
had  not  been  credited  with  the  amount  paid  for 
them,  nor  was  he  permitted  to  use  or  to  dispose 
of  them.  This  seems  to  present  a  case  of  pecu- 
liar hardship,  nor  could  he  reconcile  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject with  his  ideas  of  the  principles  of  justice. 

The  bill  under  consideration,  he  said,  requires 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  to  be  investigated,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  Congress  at  their  next  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to  act  advisedly 
on  the  subject  There  was  one  great  objection 
to  this  plan.  If  adopted,  the  ac^ustment  of  the 
subjects  in  controversy  will  be  suspended  for 
another  year^greatiy  to  the  injury  of  all  parties 
ooncemed.  He  would  prefer  to  see  the  bill 
modified,  so  as  to  make  an  immediate  disposition 
of  the  materials  and  slaves  alluded  to,  in  the 
manner  he  had  suggested,  leaving  the  question 
of  damages  to  be  ascertained  as  provided  for  by 
the  bilL  Nevertheless,  he  preferred  this  bill  to 
iha  one  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 

The  motion  was  relected,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  passed. 


Fbidat,  February  28. 
Ooftemmmt  DepoHU  in  Banks. 
The  Pbssident  lidd  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rela- 
tive to  loans  or  deposits  made  by  the  Treasury 
to  banks  from  the  year  1Y89  to  the  present 
time — ^rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate ;  which  report  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  EAT05r,  ordered  to  oe  printed.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

Treasubt  DsPAimcEiiT,  Jfkh,  35, 1823. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resohxtion  of  tiie  Senate,  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  zeqnesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  '*  to  inform  the  Senate  if  any  loans  of  mo- 
ney to  any  amount,  and  for  what  purpose,  have  been 
made  from  the  Treasnzy,  to  any  individufldB  or  bank- 
ing institutions,  since  the  third  day  of  Maivh,  1789, 
and  whether  such  loims,  so  made,  have  been  repaid, 
or  in  any  manner  adequately  secured,  so  that  the 
Government  will  ultimately  be  satisfactorily  reim- 
bursed," I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  letten 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  19th  of 
March,  1792,  to  the  17th  of  July,  1819,  inclusive,  to 
the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
its  branches,  and  to  the  officers  of  certain  State 
banks,  and  to  other  officers  and  individuals,  which 
contain  the  information  required  by  the  resolution,  as 
far  as  it  can  be  collected  from  the  correspondence  oi 
the  department. 

By  reference  to  tho  papers  numbered  from  1  to  II, 
induSLve,  it  is  apparent  that  loans  in  fact,  though  not 
in  terms,  were  offered  by  the  Treasmy  Department 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  State 
banks  to  which  they  were  directed. 

By  the  first  of  these  letters,  dated  the  19th  March, 
1792,  the  Secretoiy  of  the  Treasury  informed  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  that  it 
had  been  represented  to  him  that  an  unusually  laxge 
sum  of  money  had,  and  would  become  due  to  the 
United  States,  from  importers  in  the  district  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  month  of  March,  1792,  and  reminded 
him  that,  in  consequence  of  standing  circular  instruc- 
tions, the  collector  of  the  district  would  receive  from 
the  merchants,  as  cash,  the  post  notes  of  the  Bank  oi 
the  Um'ted  States,  if  not  issued  for  a  longer  period  of 
payment  than  thirty  days,  and  that  he  would  judge 
how  far  it  might  be  convenient  to  make  operations 
payable  in  such  notes,  which  might  not  be  convenient 
if  payable  immediately  in  specie  or  oash  notes.  On 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  was  addressed, 
by  the  same  officer,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland,  stating  that  it  hsA  been  intimated  to  him 
that  considerable  sums  of  duties  had  become  due,  or 
were  to  fall  due,  in  Baltimore,  in  the  course  of  the 
month,  and  that  it  was  at  all  times  his  wish  to  give 
to  the  merchants  as  much  facility  as  the  public  busi- 
ness would  admit;  that  he  had,  therefore,  deter- 
mined, if  he  should  incline  to  make  discounts  for  the 
importers,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  duties  due  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  April  thereafter,  he  would  leave 
a  sum  of  money  equal  Uiereto,  in  bis  hands,  for  sixty 
days  after  the  dates  of  the  notes. 

By  his  letters  of  the  10th  of  April,  1792,  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
Bank  of  Maryland  were  informed  that  ciroumstancet 
within  his  knowledge  induced  him  to  state  that  the 
operatioo,  suggest^  in  his  letter  of  the  29tii  of 
Masoh,  continued  to  be  desirable  in  relation  to  those 
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who  haye  payments  to  make  at  the  custom-house,  in 
the  coone  of  that  month.  By  his  letter  of  the  8th  of 
December,  1792,  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  informed  that  the  Secretary  had  no 
objection  that  notes  in  which  the  Government  was  in- 
terested should  be  renewed  for  thirty  days  in  all  cases 
where  it  could  be  done  with  perfect  safety  to  the  pub- 
lic By  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  —  of  Feb- 
roaiy,  1793,  the  presidents  of  the  offices  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  New  York  and  Baltimore 
were  informed  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  accom* 
modation  of  the  merchanto  of  Philadelphia,  whose 
bonds  for  duties  were  to  become  payable  between  that 
date  and  the  last  day  of  the  ensuing  month,  by  which 
the  bank  would  discount  the  notes  of  such  merchanto 
as  were  indebted  to  the  custom-house,  for  thirty  days, 
for  the  respectiye  sums  that  should  become  payable ; 
the  bank  to  receiye  those  notes  from  the  collector  as 
cash,  to  be  drawn  for  only  by  the  collector.  The 
president  of  the  office  was  informed  that»  if  a  similar 
arrangement  appeared  to  him  to  be  requisite  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  merchanto  of  New  Toik,  he 
would  not  draw  for  the  sums  that  had  relation  to 
the  transaction,  until  about  the  middle  of  May  there- 
after. On  the  5th  of  March,  1793,  a  sunilar  letter 
was  addressed  to  the  presidento  of  the  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  at  Boston  and  Providence.  His 
letters  of  the  5th  of  April,  1793,  and  the  16th  of 
Februaiy,  1797,  marked  10,  11,  have  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view ;  that  is  to  say,  Ihey  offisr,  as  induce- 
mento  to  the  banks  to  discount  the  notes  of  persons 
indebted  upon  duty  bonds,  that  the  amount  of  such 
bonds  shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  banics  until  the 
notes  discounted  were  payable,  or  that  post  notes 
shall  be  receivable  by  the  collector  in  discharge  of 
such  bonds. 

The  latter  of  those  letters  relates  to  the  case  of  an 
individoa],  in  whose  favor  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury submito  to  the  consideration  of  the  bank,  whether 
an  accommodation  could  not  be  granted  to  him,  on 
condition  that  the  sum  discounted  should  be  paid  in 
a  post  note,  to  be  deposited  with  the  collector  of  the 
customsw  This  representetion  was  made  in  conse- 
quence of  the  individual's  being  unable  to  obtain  a 
credit  at  the  custom-house  on  a  carvo  of  coffee,  be- 
cause he  had  duty  bonds  to  a  considerable  amount 
then  due.  It  appears,  from  the  letter  of  the  23d  of 
February,  1793,  abeady  referred  to,  that  arrange- 
mente  of  that  nature  were  made,  verbally,  with  the 
bank,  as  the  arrangement  referred  to  in  that  letter  is 
not  of  record  in  the  office. 

The  conre^Kmdence  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  banks,  generally,  does  not  show 
upon  what  account  the  deposito  in  those  banks  were 
made.  The  letters  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurer 
are  still  more  general,  simply  directing  the  deposit 

The  aooounto  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  banks,  an- 
terior to  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1811,  have  not 
been  preserved;  no  inference,  therefore,  can  be 
drawn,  from  the  stete  of  the  acoonntsw  as  to  the  object 
or  purpose  for  which  any  deposit  was  made,  previous- 
ly to  Ihat  date.  From  the  acconnto  with  the  banks, 
from  that  period,  it  appears  that  many  depodto  were 
made  by  transferring  public  money  from  one  bank  to 
another,  when  the  amoont  in  the  bank  to  which  the 
transfer  was  made  was  much  more  than  sufficient  to 
meet  the  drafts  drawn  upon  it.  Although  the  infer- 
ences which  may  be  drawn  from  the  stete  of  the  ao- 
oounto between  the  Treasurer  and  a  bank  in  which 


deposito  are  made,  apparentiy  not  required  for  the 
public  expenditure,  cannot  be  considerod  as  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  such  deposito  were  made  to  sustain 
the  bank  against  a  run,  or  press  upon  it,  or  to  aid  in 
ito  operations;  yet  the  presumption  is  sufficientiy 
strong  to  make  it  proper  to  present  a  few  of  those 
cases.  On  the  6th  of  March,  1812,  a  draft  was 
drawn  for  |50,000,  in  favor  of  the  Mechanics  Bank 
of  New  York,  upon  the  Stete  Bank  at  Charleston, 
and  on  the  7th  of  May,  for  $80,000.  On  the  2d  of 
March,  there  was  on  deposit,  in  the  former  bank, 
$432,000,  which  was  not  reduced  below  $319,000 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month ;  and  on  the  4th 
of  May,  the  deposit  was  $133,000,  which  sum  was 
not  diminished  during  the  montii ;  and  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter  it  had  increased  to  $224,000.  There 
were  drawn  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia the  following  drafts,  viz :  12th  March,  1812,  upon 
the  Union  Bank  of  Boston,  $50,000;  6th  July,  upon 
the  State  Bank  of  Boston,  $49,000 ;  m  October  of 
the  same  year,  upon  the  BaiJc  of  Baltimore,  $200,000 ; 
and  upon  the  Manhattan  Company,  $100,000.  At 
the  date  of  the  first  draft,  there  was  stending  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  books  of  the  bank, 
$133,000,  which  was  not  diminished  during  the 
montii ;  and  at  ito  dose,  amounted  to  $294,000.  At 
the  date  of  the  second,  the  deposit  amounted  to 
$164,000,  which  continued  increasing,  and  amounted, 
on  the  17th  August,  to  $403,000 ;  and  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter,  to  $636,000.  On  the  6th  of  October, 
the  date  of  the  first  draft,  in  that  month,  it  amount- 
ed to  $465,000,  and  at  the  close  of  the  month,  to 
$593,000.  The  records  of  the  office  affoxtl  no  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  these  transfers ;  and  many 
others,  of  a  similar  nature,  were  made  from  time  to 
time.  But  on  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  by  letter  of  that  date,  in- 
formed the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  that  the  great 
and  unprecedented  demand  upon  that  institution  for 
specie,  principally  from  the  eastward,  induced  him  to 
request  that,  if  consistent  with  the  interesto  of  the 
Government,  he  would  give  him  drafts  either  on  New 
York  or  Boston,  to  an  amount  that  would  counteract 
those  demands,  stoting  that  the  amount  of  speoie  in 
the  vaulto  but  littie  exceeded  $200,000,  and  that  the 
demands  of  the  bank  upon  those  to  the  south  irard  of 
Philadelphia,  if  called  for,  might  put  them  to  serious 
inconvenience.  Upon  this  representetion,  a  draft 
was,  on  the  8th  of  the  month,  drawn  by  the  Treas- 
urer, in  favor  of  the  bank,  for  $150,000,  upon  the 
Bank  of  New  York.  Upon  the  28tii  of  February 
preceding  this  transaction,  there  was  in  the  bank  a 
deposit  of  $755,000,  and  on  the  81st  of  March, 
$799,000.  By  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  President 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  which  accompanies  this 
report,  it  appears  that,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1801, 
the  Secretory  of  the  Treasuxy  made  a  deposit  in  that 
bank  of  $50,000,  to  enable  it  to  sustain  itself  against 
a  run  wldch  was  then  making  upon  it,  and  that  other 
sums  were  subsequentiy  deposited  in  that  bank  by 
the  department,  to  aid  in  ito  operations.  In  the  let* 
tor  of  the  acting  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
27th  May,  1818,  to  Stephen  Girard,  he  is  informed 
that  ^*  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  rela- 
tive to  the  deposit  of  the  public  moneys  drawn  from 
your  bank,  in  favor  of  the  public  agents,  was  to 
shield  you  against  the  attecks  of  die  incorpoorated 
banks,  to  whom  such  money  would  otherwise  have 
been  transferred ;  and  the  magnitude  of  your  ooa- 
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tract  might  Hitis  hare  been  rendered  highly  prejadi> 
cial  to  yoor  institution.  It  is  the  particniar  province, 
and  it  has  been  the  practice,  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasuxy  of  the  United  States,  to  direct  the  mon- 
eyed operations  of  the  public,  to  the  preservation  of 
credit,  by  maintaining  ihe  equilibrium  between  the 
moneyed  institutions  of  the  country ;  and  as  it  has 
protected  your  institution,  by  the  arrangement  alluded 
to,  so  it  will  guard  those  institutions  against  any  un- 
due pressure  which  the  public  funds  in  your  vaults 
may  enable  you  to  direct  against  tiiem.  I  am  in- 
formed that  you  have  made  some  very  heavy  and 
unnecessary  drafts  of  specie  from  several  banks,  and 
particularly  from  the  Pennsylvania  and  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Banks,  witii  indications  of  a  disposition  to 
persevere,  which  has  excited  considerable  apprehen- 
sion. I  tiierefore  deem  it  necessary  to  inform  you, 
that  a  continuance  of  tiiat  system  will  induce  the 
prompt  application  of  a  specific  remedy." 

From  my  personal  intercourse  with  Mr.  Qallatin,  I 
know  he  entertained  the  sentiments  communicated  in 
this  letter,  and  I  presume  they  have  been  entertained 
by  all  of  his  predecessors  and  successors  in  office,  and 
acted  upon  whenever  cases  occuzred  which  rendered 
it  necessary. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1816,  the  banks  in 
all  the  States,  except  those  in  Massachusetts,  had 
suspended  specie  payments.  My  immediate  prede- 
cessor in  office  had  made  an  ineffectual  attempt,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  to  induce  them  to  commence 
specie  payments,  by  discharging,  in  specie,  all  notes 
not  exceeding  five  dollars.  By  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  to  go  Into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1817.  It  was,  after  mature 
deliberation,  determined  that  another  effort  should 
be  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  to  induce  the 
State  banks  to  aid  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
restoring  the  currency  to  a  sound  state.  There  was 
then  in  the  Treasury  more  than  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  and  the  esti- 
mate of  receipts  for  the  year  1817,  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year.  It  was, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  Department,  that  no  part 
of  the  sums  then  in  the  State  banks  should  be  drawn 
from  them  before  the  1st  of  July,  unless  the  receipts 
should  not  be  equal  to  the  expenditure — an  event 
which  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend — and  that, 
after  that  time^  it  should  be  gradually  drawn,  as  the 
public  service  should  require,  but  in  no  case  were 
drafts  to  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  unless  it  should  become  necessary  to  protect 
it  Agoinst  the  State  banks.  This  advantageous  pro- 
position was  declined  without  hesitation.  The  banks 
in  the  principal  Atlantic  cities,  however,  entered  into 
an  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  they  engaged  to  resume  specie  payments, 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1817,  the  resumption, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  became  general  throughout 
the  Union.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  some 
of  the  banks  in  the  Western  States  stopped  payment. 
The  sudden  fall  in  the  price  of  all  domestic  articles, 
which  occurred  about  the  same  period,  created  a 
general  pressure  upon  the  banks.  In  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1819,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  in 
^e  opinion  of  the  enlightened  officer  who  presided 
over  its  direction,  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the 
preservation  of  its  credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its 
creditors,  and  to  the  support  which  it  received  from 
the  Treasuiy  Department.    Such  were  my  impres- 


sions of  its  critical  state,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
accept  propositions  made  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  have  been 
declined. 

During  this  general  pressure,  the  banks  in  this  Dis- 
trict, which,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  office  of 
discount  and  deposit  in  the  city,  had  not  taken  ad- 
vantage of  that  event  to  reduce  their  circulations,  by 
contracting  their  discounts,  were  pressed  by  continual 
and  increasing  demands  for  specie  from  the  eastward, 
and  by  the  return  of  their  notes  upon  them  from  the 
western  parts  of  Virginia,  where  certain  banks,  char- 
tered by  that  State,  had  commenced,  or  were  prepar-' 
inff  to  commence  business.  Pressed  thus  on  both 
sides,  their  means  of  meeting  the  demands  made 
upon  them,  and  of  preserving  their  credit,  were  be- 
lieved to  be  insufficient  In  this  critical  situation, 
several  of  them  applied,  personally,  by  their  directors, 
to  the  Department,  to  ascertain  whether,  in  case  of 
great  emeigency,  they  would  receive  any  support 
Considering  this  crisis  as  highly  important  to  the 
nation,  and  believing  that  a  failure  of  one  or  more 
of  those  banks  would  produce  a  general  run  upon  all, 
of  a  difibrent  nature  from  that  v£ich  was  then  press- 
ing upon  them,  assurances  were  given  that  a  reason- 
able support  might  be  relied  upon. 

In  consequence  of  this  assurance,  depodts  were, 
from  time  to  time,  made  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria^  the  Mechanics  Bank,  and  the  Franklin  Bank, 
of  the  same  place ;  in  the  Union  and  Central  Banks 
of  Greorgetown ;  in  the  Bank  of  Washington,  and  in 
the  Patriotic  Bank.  All  these  sums  have  been  re- 
paid, except  the  sum  of  |48,000,  deposited  in  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria.  The  whole  of  the 
funds  of  that  bank  have  been  assigned  to  the  United 
States,  and  legal  measures  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  recoveiy  of  the 
amount  from  the  debtors  of  the  bank.  The  letter  of 
that  officer,  which  is  herewith  communicated,  shows 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  any  loss  to  the  United 
States.  Copies  of  the  letters  to  the  Treasurer,  direct- 
ing the  deposits  to  be  made  in  that  bank  to  his  credit, 
are  also  commuzdcated.  These  deposits  were  made 
upon  the  representations  of  Greneral  Thompson  Ma- 
son, then  collector  of  the  district  of  Alexandria,  and 
of  John  T.  Ricketts,  Esq.,  who  were  both  men  of 
great  respectability,  and  considerable  stockholders  in 
the  bank.  W.  T.  Swann,  Esq.,  a  man  of  the  fkirest 
character,  and  of  considerable  property,  was  then  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  No  doubt  was  entertained  of 
the  integrity  with  which  the  bank  was  administered^ 
and  of  its  capacity,  if  aided  for  a  short  time,  of  pre- 
serving its  credit,  and  of  meeting  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  depomted  by  him  to  hia 
credit  This  anticipation,  it  is  believed,  would  have 
been  realized,  had  not  the  notes  of  the  bank  been  so 
successfully  counterfeited  as  to  have  imposed  upon  its 
officers  to  a  considerable  amount  The  same  misfor- 
tune befell  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown.  In  the 
month  of  May  of  the  same  year,  when  the  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Columbia  was  about  to  set  out  on  his 
journey  through  the  interior  of  the  States  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  Maryluid,  and  Ohio,  for  tiie  purpose  of  de- 
manding payment  of  the  special  deposit  which  had 
been  transferred  to  that  bai^  he  represented  to  the 
Department  that  he  should  be  at  vexy  considerable 
expense,  and  that,  during  his  absence,  there  might 
be  a  press  made  upon  the  bank,  and  therefore  re- 
quested that  a  deposit  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars 
might  be  made  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the 
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Treasoier.  As  no  chai^  was  to  be  made  for  the  ex- 
pense and  risk  whicli  was  incixired,  in  carrying  a 
large  amonnt  of  bank  notes  throngb  the  oonntiy,  the 
request  was  considered  reasonable,  and  the  deposit 
was  aooordinglj  made.  This  bank  has  never  ceased 
to  paj  its  notes  in  specie,  on  demand. 

These  are  all  the  transadj^ons  with  banks  which 
are  beliered  to  be  within  the  intent  or  terms  of  the 
resolution,  except  certain  transactions  with  the  banks 
in  this  district,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817, 
which  were  specifically  reported  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1817,  and  printed 
among  the  public  documents  of  that  session.  In  that 
report,  it  is  stated  that  a  deposit  of  $75,000  had  been 
made  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  George- 
town, to  sustain  it  in  its  operations,  immediately  after 
resuming  specie  payments.  The  principle  and  prac- 
tioe  of  toe  Treasury  in  sustaining  the  credit  of  banks, 
disposed  to  act  correctly,  was,  in  this  communication, 
frankly  disclosed  to  Congress,  when  not  the  sHghtest 
symptom  of  dissatisfaction  was  manifested,  or  the 
right  or  propriety  of  the  practice  called,  directly  or 
indireotly,  in  question. 

It  is  pr«8amed  that  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  lend  the  public  money  to  individ- 
uals. By  reference  to  letters  numbered  from  12  to 
16,  inolusiye^  it  will  be  found  that  public  money  has 
been  advanced  to  indi'riduals,  which,  however,  have 
that  appearance ;  but  it  is  possible  that  those  transac- 
tions may  admit  of  explanations,  which  may  take 
from  them  that  character.  From  Nos.  14,  16,  it  ap- 
pears that  o(»isiderable  sums  were,  in  1798,  advanced 
to  Lane  ft  Salter,  and  others,  to  enable  them  to  erect 
the  necessary  machinery  for  making  cannon,  when 
no  contract  for  that  object  had  been  made.  The  only 
case  which  has  occurred  since  I  took  charge  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  can  have  given  rise  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution,  is  one  connected  with  the 
public  money  deposited  by  the  Receiver  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  6t  that 
place. 

That  bank,  a  short  time  after  the  date  of  its  agree- 
ment with  the  Department,  in  1819,  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  has  not,  when  called  upon,  offered  any 
explanations,  or  given  any  reply,  to  the  several  let- 
ters addressed  to  it  by  the  Department  When,  in 
tho  course  of  that  year,  Mr.  Whann  visited  Cincin- 
nati, as  the  agent  of  iha  Treasury,  to  convert  the 
spedal  deposit  into  current  notes  or  specie,  or  to  ob- 
tain acknowledgments  that  should  bear  interest, 
he  reported  that  all  the  banks  upon  which  he  had 
called,  with  the  exception  of  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics, had  shown  a  disposition  to  art  fairly — ^had 
exposed  to  him  the  state  of  their  afbirs,  and  given 
him  such  explanations  as  were  satisfactory;  but  that 
the  officers  of  that  bank  had  refused  to  expose  the 
state  of  its  affairs,  or  give  explanations  of  any  kind. 
It  also  refused  to  give  any  receipt  or  acknowledgment 
of  the  amount  which  had  been  deposited  in  it.  No 
return  has  yet  been  made  by  the  bank  to  the  Treas- 
urer, or  to  his  office,  stating  the  amount  in  its  pos- 
session. These  circumstances  had  produced  a  most 
unfavorable  impression,  not  only  as  to  the  integrity 
with  which  the  bank  was  directed,  but  also  as  to  its 
solvency.  In  the  spring  of  1820,  Colonel  Johnson, 
of  the  Senate,  as  the  agent  of  his  brother,  applied  to 
the  Department  to  ascertain  whether,  upon  his  trane- 
feiring  notes  to  the  United  States,  upon  persons  in 
good  credit,  in  this  place,  a  credit  would  be  given  to 


his  brother  for  the  amount  with  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Bank.  Believing,  as  I  did,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  been  stated,  that  the  debt  due 
by  the  bank  was  not  safe,  and  that  notes  upon  solvent 
persons  in  this  place  afforded  a  more  certain  prospect 
of  receiving  payment  than  from  the  bank,  the  oflbr 
was  accepted,  and  notes,  to  the  amount  of  $30,588  24, 
a  considerable  proportion  of  which  were  secured  by 
mortgage,  were  deposited  in  the  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  in  this  place,  and  a  credit  for  the  amount 
given  to  Colonel  Johnson  with  the  bank  at  Cincin- 
nati The  transaction,  however,  was  never  consid- 
ered as  a  loan  of  money.  It  was,  in  fact,  changing 
one  debt  for  another,  and  receiving,  as  it  was  then, 
and  is  still  believed,  a  better  security  for  it  than  what 
was  given  in  exchange.  Subsequent  reflection,  how- 
ever, upon  the  subject,  excited  doubts  whether  the 
responsibility  of  chan^^ng  the  nature  of  any  debt  due 
to  the  United  States,  except  by  taking  collateral  or 
additional  security,  ought  to  be  incurred  by  the  De- 
partment. An  application  of  a  similar  kind,  made 
subsequently,  by  the  same  gentleman,  was  accord- 
ingly declined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  John  Gaillaed, 

Pretideni,  pro  tem,y  of  the  Senate, 


Satubdat,  March  1. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Bepreseiitatiyes 
iBformed  die  Senate  that  the  Honse  adhere  to 
their  amendment  to  the  reeolntion  directing  the 
printing  of  the  Journal  of  Congress,  from  the 
5th  day  of  September,  1774,  to  the  8d  day  of 
November,  1786. 

[This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  but 
one,  and  the  joint  rale  of  Congress  forbidding 
that  any  bill  shall  be  presented  to  the  Pi*eadent 
of  the  United  States,  for  his  approbation,  on 
the  last  day,  the  Senate  continued  in  session 
until  near  liiree  o'clock  in  the  morning,  con- 
sidering the  remaining  bills  from  the  other 
House ;  and  in  reading  the  third  time  and  pass- 
ing those  bills  which  had  previously,  yesterday 
and  to-day,  beea  ordered  to  a  third  reading.] 


Moin>AT,  March  8. 

Having  received  official  information  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  approved 
the  several  bills  presented  for  his  signature. 

The  Senate  appointed  Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr. 
EiNO,  of  New  York,  to  give  the  customary 
notice  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  they  had  completed  all  the  legislative  bus- 
iness before  them,  and  were  ready  to  a^iourn. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business,  and  continued  so  occu- 
pied until  half  past  3  o'clock ;  when  they  ad- 
journed to  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  six  o'clock  the  Senate  resumed  its  session^ 
and  continued  with  closed  doors  (deliberating 
on  Executive  nominations,  it  was  understood) 
nntil  a  late  hour ;  when  the  Senate  a^oumed 
sine  die. 
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THE    HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday,  December  2, 1822. 

At  12  o'clock,  precisely,  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  P. 
P.  Barboub,  of  Yirginia,)  took  the  chair,  and 
"Mr.  Samuel  Bub  oh,  principal  derk  in  the 
office  of  Gerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
called  over  the  roll  of  members,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  the  following  members  were  pres- 
ent, viz : 

From  Muue — Joshna  Cnsbmaii,  Joseph  Dane, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  Mark  L.  HOI,  Enoch  Lincoln,  and 
William  D.  Williamflon* 

From  New  SampMv — Jodah  Bntler,  Matthew 
Harvej,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Plnmer,  jr.,  Na- 
thaniel Upham,  and  Thomaa  Whipple,  jr. 

From  JfauaehiueUi — Samuel  C.  Allen,  Francis 
Baylies,  Lewis  Bigelow,  Henry  W.  Dwight,  William 
Eostis,  Timothy  Fuller,  Bei^amin  Gorham,  Aaron 
Hobart,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John  Beed,  and  Jonathan 
Russell. 

From  Ehode  Uland—Joh  Durfee,  and  Samuel 
Eddy. 

From  Comuettctd—Noyei  Barber,  Heniy  W.  Ed- 
wards^ John  Buss,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stod- 
dazd,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Verm&Ht — Samuel  G.  Crafts,  Elias  Keys, 
BoDln  G.  MaUaiy,  John  Mattocks,  and  Phineas 
White. 

From  New  Jbrl»— Ghuichill  C.  Cambreleng,  Sam* 
uel  Gampbell,  Alfred  Conkling,  John  D.  Diddnson, 
John  Gebhaid,  James  Hawks^  Thomas  H.  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Kirkland,  Elisha  LitchiSeld,  Richard  McCarty, 
Walter  Patterson,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  Nathaniel 
Pitcher,  William  B.  Rochester,  Charles  H.  Boggles, 
Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Micah  Sterling,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
William  W.  Van  Wyck,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Silas 
Wood,  and  David  Woodcock. 

From  New  Jerm^ — Ephraim  Bateman,  George 
Cassedy,  Lewis  Condict,  George  Holcombe,  James 
Matlack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

Froim  Pemujflvania-^cim  Brown,  William  Dar- 
lington, George  Denison,  Samuel  Edwards,  Patrick 
Farielly,  John  Findlay,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemp- 
hill, James  McSheny,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas 
Murray,  jr.,  Thomas  Patterson,  John  Phillips,  George 
Plumer,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  and  John  Tod. 

From  Delaware^LomB  McLane. 

i^Vm  if afyJajM^Philip  Reed,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter 


Little,  John  Nelson,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  R.  Wap- 
Eeld,  and  Robert  Wright  ^ 

lirom  Virginia — ^Mark  Alexander,  William  S. 
Archer,  Burwell  Bassett,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Edward 
B.  Jackson,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy,  Charles 
F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ran 
dolph,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  Ste- 
venson, George  Tucker,  and  Jared  WiUiams. 

From  North  Cbro/tn<»— Wdliam  S.  Blackledge, 
Hutchins  G.  Burton,  Henry  Conner,  Welden  N.  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  McNeil,  Romulus  M.  Saunders,  Feluc 
Walker,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  Sotah  Carolma-^oseipk  Gist,  Thomas  R. 
Mitchell,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

Fhfm  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  George  R.  Gilmer, 
Edward  F.  Tatnall,  and  Wiley  Thompson. 

From  Keniuckif — James  D.  Breckenridge,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  fVancis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas  Montgomery,  Anthony 
New,  David  Trimble,  and  Samtiel  H.  Woodson. 

From  Tennessee. — Robert  Allen,  Newton  Cannon, 
John  Cooke,  Francis  Jones,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  (?At9— Levi  Barber,  David  Chambers,  Thos. 
B.  Ross,  John  Sloane,  and  Joseph  Vance. 

From  Lotasiana — Josiah  Stoddard  Johnston. 

From  Mmisdppi — Christopher  Rankin. 

From  ///mow— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Missouri — John  Scott 

The  following  new  members  appeared,  to 
wit: 

From  Maine — ^Mark  Harris,  m  the  room  of  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  resigned. 

From  Pennsylvania — Walter  Forward,  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Baldwin,  resigned ;  and  Thomas  Forrest,  in 
the  room  of  William  Milnor,  resigned. 

From  Delaware — Daniel  Rodney,  in  the  room  of 
CsBsar  A.  Rodney,  resigned. 

From  Virffinia—Jamea  Stephenson,  in  the  room 
of  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  deceased ;  and 

From  Indiana — Jonathan  Jennings,  in  the  room 
of  William  Hendricks,  resigned — 

Who  severally  produced-  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

James  Woodson  Bates,  the  Delegate  from 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also  appeared  and 
took  his  seat 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  a 
message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  bodj  that  a  qnomm  of  this 
House  was  formed,  and  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  also,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  act 
jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  inform  him  that  the 
two  Houses  were  in  session,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  he  mignt  have 
to  make  to  them. 

Balloting  for  Cl&rh. 

After  receiving  a  message  from  the  Senate, 
by  their  Secret^,  that  tibey  had  formed  a 
quorum — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Clerk,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Dougherty,  Esquire,  late 
Olerk  of  this  House. 

This  being  an  office  to  which  persons  other 
than  members  of  the  House  may  be  elected, 
nominations  of  candidates  are,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  required  previous  to  election ;  and 
twenty  persons  were  nominated  as  candidates 
for  the  office. 

[Six  ballotiiigs  were  had  without  a  majority  for 
any  one.] 

Ttjesdat,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Con- 
necticut, Daniel  Bubbows  ;  from  New  York, 
Ohables  Bobland,  jr.,  and  John  J.  Moboan  ; 
from  Maryland,  Raphasl  Nbale;  from  Vir- 
ginia, WiLUAM  Smith,  John  Floyd,  and  Tho- 
mas L.  MooBE ;  from  Kentucky,  John  Speed 
Smith;  and  from  Ohio,  John  W.  Campbell, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Speaeeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, enclosing  authentic  returns  of  the 
election  of  Thomas  Fobbest,  Samuel  D.  Ino- 
HAM,  and  Walteb  Fobwabd,  to  serve  in  this 
House  as  Representatives  of  that  State  in  the 
room  of  William  Milnor,  Samuel  Moore,  and 
Henry  Baldwin,  who  have  resigned;  which 
letter  and  returns  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesident 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  IJnion,  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof  with  the  accompanying  documents,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  ih\a  House. 

[For  this  Message,  see  Senate  proceedings, 
ante  page  848.] 

Election  qf  Olerh 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  Ahe  7th 
time)  for  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Clerk  of 


the  House,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Thomas 

Dougherty,  Esq. 
The  eleventh  ballot  gave — 
For  Matthew  St.  Clair  Claike,  .        .    98 
For  Robert  Temple,      ...         48 
Scatterings 4 

So  Matthew  St.  Claib  Clabkx,  having  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  by  the 
Speaeeb  to  be  duly  elected  Clerk  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Clabkb  accordingly  attended,  and  was 
sworn  into  ofilce. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Josiah  Obudup,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Anew  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Andbew  R.  Gotan,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  James 
Overstreet,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seaL 


Thubsdat,  December  5. 
Another  member,  to  wit,    from    Pennsyl- 
vania, Andbew  Stbwabt,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat 

Claim  of  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  communication  made 
at  a  late  period  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  the  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  French  Govern- 
ment and  the  United  States  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais.  The  sub- 
ject had  tihen  been  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, which  did  not  report  upon  it.  He  now 
moved  that  the  subject  be  again  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  suggested  that  the  better  course 
would  be  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims  for  investigation,  and  made  a  motion 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that 
this  claim  differed  from  ordinary  claims  so  far 
(the  evidence  in  support  of  it  being  so  volumin- 
ous, and  the  questions  it  embraced  of  such 
magnitude  and  difficulty)  that  it  ought  not  to 
take  the  course  of  common  cases  of  claims,  but 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He 
intimated,  frirther,  that  no  committee  could 
properly  examine  the  questions  involved  in  this 
daim,  without  devoting  nearly  the  whole  ses- 
sion to  it. 

Mr.  Stevenson  ftirther  supported  the  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  in  preference  to  the 
standing  committee ;  when — 

The  question  on  referring  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative.  And  the  subject  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five  members;  and  Mr. 
Andbew  Stevenson,  Mr.  Cambbrlenq,    Mr. 
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Fbanois  Johnbok,  Mr.  Dwioht,  and  Mr.  Hol- 
ooMBS,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

^        Election  of  Chaplain, 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  choice 
of  two  Chaplains— one  for  each  Honse— having 
been  received,  was  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Batemak,  the  House 
proceeded  to  make  a  choice  by  ballot  of  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part. 

And  the  Bev.  Mr.  BRSOinsNBnMJB,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  elected  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 


Fbidat,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Ja- 
BBZ  Lbftwioh,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
8AMT7XL  D.  Ingham,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel 
Moore,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat 

Solomon  Siblbt,  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Monday,  December  0. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  Lathrop,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Disbursement  of  Public  Moneys, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Babsett,  the  House  then 
resolved  itoelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last  session,  ^  con- 
cerning the  disbursement  of  public  moneys.'* 
The  bill  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Babsett,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
which  prepared  this  biU,  stated  the  general 
views  on  which  it  was  founded.  This  bill,  he 
said,  had  been  drawn  with  a  great  degree  of 
caution,  so  as,  by  embracing  all  cases  in  which 
advances  could  be  necessary,  to  take  away  any 
possible  objection  which  could  be  made  against 
It;  and  it  had  afterwards  been  submitted  to 
the  Treasury  Department  to  undergo  any  alter- 
ations which  it  might  appear  to  require.  The 
jeopardizing  of  the  public  money  was  of  that 
character,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  the  consequent  waste 
of  it  so  enormous,  that  it  was  time  for  this 
House  to  look  into  it.  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  a  catalogue  of  defalcations  had  been 
presented,  which  astonished  everybody,  em- 
bracing a  range,  the  extent  of  which  could 
hiu^y  have  been  conceived.  Mr.  B.  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  House  also  to  one  or  two 
facts  stated  in  the  President's  Message.  The 
fact  was  there  disclosed,  that,  at  one  time,  ac- 
counts for  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ad- 
vanced for  different  objects  remained  unsettled. 
Such  an  amount,  dependent  on  the  personal 
responsibility  of  individuals,  at  once  tells  us 
how  careful  Congress  ought  to  be  in  trusting 
so  great  an  interest  in  the  hands  of  public 
agents.  If  it  had  been  found  that  this  great 
trust  had  been  confided  to  them  without  injury 


to  the  public  interest,  legislation  on  the  subject 
might  DC  lesB  necessary ;  but  such  was  not  the 
fact  At  the  last  session,  the  House  was  pre- 
sented with  a  large  amount  of  balances  due  by 
individuals,  and  supposed  to  be  lost ;  and  the 
Message  of  the  President  spoke  of  several  mil- 
lions of  suspended  accounts.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  been  told  that,  since  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  public  officers  had  gone  off  the  stage 
of  life  considerably  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment— officers,  too.  in  whom  the  greatest  con- 
fidence had  been  placed.  This  showed,  he  said, 
that  it  was  time  to  change  the  present  system. 
It  was  most  obvious,  if  we  took  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  the  history  of  other  countries,  or  the 
experience  of  this,  that  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
ercise a  more  rigorous  control  over  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  moneys.  It  was  more 
than  probable,  Mr.  B.  continued,  that  on  the 
first  establishment  of  this  Government,  the  dif- 
ferent State  institutions  having  little  connection 
or  sympathy  with  one  another,  it  was  not  very 
easy  to  transact  the  fiscal  business  of  the  nation, 
or  to  carry  money  from  one  part  of  it  to  the 
other,  &c. ;  but  the  Government  had  been  now 
established  for  forty  years,  and  every  difficulty 
of  that  sort  had  ceased.  Could  it  be  right,  on 
the  plea  of  enabling  the  poor  man  to  be  em- 
ployed in  public  service,  that  the  public  money 
should  be  put  in  jeopardy  ?  It  was  not  neces- 
sary, he  said,  that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  mo- 
ment the  Government  makes  a  contract,  the 
contractor  has  credit  to  the  amount  of  his  con- 
tract, and  can  borrow  or  buy  upon  that  credit.  It 
was  not  true,  in  feet,  that  advances  were  neces- 
sary, and  it  could  not  therefore  be  right  to  make 
them.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  some  of  the 
general  views  which  led  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  bin  now  under  consideration,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  House.  If  the  bill  were  to  go 
through  the  committee,  without  amendment, 
he  i^ould  then,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  all  proper 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  few 
of  the  members  had  preserved  the  printed 
copies  of  the  bill  from  the  last  session;  and,  as 
the  subject  was  of  some  magnitude,  he  thought 
the  members  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it.  He  therefore,  with  this  view,  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  printedL 

American  Captives  amongthe  Indiaru  during 
the  late  Wa  . 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  reported 
at  the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
t^e  relief  of  American  captives  during  the  late 
war ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S3let,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject    The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  Sibley  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the 
bill.  After  the  surrender  of  Detroit  during  the 
late  war,  and  subsequent  to  the  defeat  after- 
wards sustained,  in  1818,  many  persons  taken 
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under  our  standard  were  brought  captive  by 
the  Indians  to  and  through  Detroit.  The  citi- 
zens of  Detroit,  moved  at  the  spectacle,  though 
themselves  at  tlie  time  in  a  state  of  vassalage, 
exerted  themselves  to  relieve  the  sufferers,  and 
employed  in  that  manner  all  the  money  they 
could  raise.  These  facts  were  made  known  to 
Congress,  and  an  act  was  passed  to  reimburse 
to  them  the  money  thus  advanced.  But  the 
act  was  of  that  narrow  construction,  that  it  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  give  the  relief  contem- 
plated by  it.  It  required,  in  the  first  place^ 
that  the  persons  relieved  from  captivity  should 
be  Americans  citizens ;  which,  in  the  first  place, 
was  hardly  susceptible  of  proo^  and,  if  it  were, 
was  not  materia),  where  the  individuals  were 
taken  under  the  American  flag.  Another  re- 
quisition of  that  law  was,  that  written  evidence 
of  the  amount  paid,  or  a  receipt  forthe  ransom 
money,  should  be  produced,  to  entitle  to  relief. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  money  was  paid  to  In- 
dians; and  every  one  must  know  that  they 
give  no  receipts  for  ransoms,  and  that  such  a 
receipt,  if  given,  would  be  good  for  nothing,  in- 
asmuch as  an  Indian  would  as  readily  give  a 
receipt  for  ten  thousand  dollars  as  for  ten.  In 
the  agitation,  alarm,  and  hurry  of  the  times, 
the  people  did  not  calculate  where  or  how  they 
were  to  get  their  money  again,  and  thought  of 
nothing  less  than  the  taking  receipts  for  it,  &c. 
Besides,  Mr.  S.  said,  clothing  was  furnished  to 
the  captives,  the  season  bemg  inclement,  and 
they  literally  naked.  For  this,  also,  the  citizens 
of  Detroit  ought  to  be  remunerated.  The  claims 
embraced  in  this  bill,  he  said,  were  altogether 
bottomed  on  humanity,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
patriotic  exertions  made  by  the  people  of  De- 
troit, whilst  they  themselves  were  oppressed  by 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  would  not  be  disre- 
garded, but  that  they  would  at  length  be  repaid 
ti^e  money  which  they  had  advanced  almost  ten 
years  ago. 

No  other  remarks  being  made  on  the  bill,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 
Unsettled  Accounts, 

Mr.  WooDCOOK  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  all  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  GoTemment,  on  contracts  or  otherwise, 
either  to  agents,  sub-agents,  contractors,  sub-con- 
tractors, or  to  individuals,  since  the  Ist  of  January, 
1816,  which  have  not  been  accounted  for  on  settle- 
ment ;  and  the  amount  of  loss  (if  any)  sustained  in 
each ;  and  whether,  in  all  cases,  on  the  advancement 
of  money,  security  has  been  taken,  and  the  names  of 
the  sureties. 

All  resolutions,  like  this,  calling  for  infor- 
mation, lie  upon  the  table  one  day  of  course, 
by  tiie  roles  of  the  House. 


ITa/tal  Peace  EstahliskmenU 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesidxnt 
OF  THx  IJnitsd  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Ecfute  of  Refreeentatioei  <^  the  UniUdBtaUt: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requiring 
that  a  plan  for  the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Stately  and  also  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
should  be  communicated  to  that  House  at  the  present 
session,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  containing  a  phm,  which  has  been  prepared 
for  me  proposed  establishment 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washdtoton,  December  6,  1822. 

Navt  Depabtmkrt,  Dec.  2,  1823. 

Sib:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  die  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  that  House  a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of 
submitting  the  accompanying  papers  on  that  sub- 
ject 

The  paper,  marked  A,  is  the  draft  of  a  bill  em- 
bracing all  the  provisions  which  have  been  deemed 
necessary ;  presuming  that  a  plan  presented  in  this 
form  would  best  meet  the  object  contemplated  by 
the  resolution.  It  is  deemed  necessary,  in  this  re- 
port, to  notice  only  briefly  such  parts  of  the  bill  as 
contain  new  modifications  of  our  Naval  Establish- 
ment 

The  bin,  it  will  be  perceived,  contemplates  the 
establishment  of  two  new  grades  of  office,  viz :  com- 
modore and  rear  admiraL  These  grades  are  con- 
sidered, if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at  least  of  very 
great  importance  as  regards  due  subordination,  and 
tiie  discipline  of  the  service ;  and,  in  recommending 
the  adootion  of  the  provision,  I  can  only  repeat  what 
I  have  nad  occasion  heretofore  to  urge  in  support  of 
this  measure.  The  rank  of  captain  is  now  the  high- 
est grade  in  the  navy  recognized  by  law ;  and  dnnng 
the  infancy  of  our  navy,  and  whilst  we  had  no  vessels 
of  a  higher  class  than  frigates,  and  the  number  of 
captains  small,  it  was,  perhi^s,  as  high  a  grade  as 
the  good  of  the  service  required.  It  is,  however,  be* 
lieved  that  from  the  additions  both  to  the  number 
and  class  of  our  public  vessels,  and  from  what  may 
reasonably  be  anticipated  to  be  the  situation  of  our 
navy  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  both  justice  and 
policy  require  the  establishment  of  some  higher 
grades.  According  to  the  relative  rank,  as  now  reg- 
ulated between  the  militaxy  and  naval  officers,  a 
captain  in  the  navy  only  ranks  with  a  colonel  in  the 
army.  This  is  thought  to  be  contrary  to  sound  policy 
and  the  good  of  the  service.  The  establishment  of  the 
grades  contemplated  by  the  bill,  will  place  the  rela- 
tive rank  in  the  army  and  navy  upon  a  just  footing. 
A  oonmiodore  will  rank  with  a  brigadier-general, 
and  a  rear  admiral  with  a  migor-gei^ral.  But  the 
more  important  and  substantial  benefit,  it  is  believed, 
growing  out  of  this  measure,  will  be  the  effect  it  will 
have  upon  the  discipline  of  the  service.  The  impor- 
tance of  rank,  both  in  the  military  and  naval  service, 
will  readily  occur  to  all  in  any  degree  acquainted 
with  either.  In  a  fleet  or  squadron,  when  the  differ- 
ent vessels  may  be  commanded  by  officers  of  the 
same  grade,  and  their  relative  rank,  and  even  that 
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of  the  commander  himself,  known  only  by  the  dates 
of  thdr  oommiflsions,  there  will  not  be  that  rewpoaX 
and  sabordination  obeerred  that  are  essential  to  order 
and  hamiony.  The  additional  pay,  it  is  thought, 
cannot  aflbrd  any  well-founded  olgection  to  the  meas- 
ure, if  the  real  benefits  confidently  beliered  to  result 
from  it  are  duly  appreciated. 

Authormng  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  who 
have  been  examined  and  found  qualified  for  promo- 
tion, to  the  duty  of  sailing-master,  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  service.  By  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, sailing-masters  are  not  confddered  in  the  line 
of  promotion,  and  have  not,  of  course,  so  strong  in- 
ducements to  remain  permanently  attached  to  the 
service,  as  officers  who  have  this  prospect  before 
them ;  and  whenever  more  profitable  employment  in 
the  merchant  service  is  presented,  they  wlQ  generally 
accept  of  it 

The  number  of  lieutenants  is  already  so  great 
that  the  prospect  of  promotion  of  midshipmen  is  not 
very  promising.  To  employ  examined  midshipmen 
as  sailing-masters,  would  be  giving  them  some  little 
distinction,  and  afibrding  them  an  opportunity  of  im- 
proving themselves  for  the  higher  and  more  impor- 
tant dwties  of  the  service. 

In  most  of  the  classes  of  oommiseioned  officers, 
the  number  fixed  by  the  bill  embraces  all  at  present 
in  office,  and  where  that  is  not  the  case,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  none  shall  be  diBchai«ed  but  Uie  number 
reduced  to  that  contemplated  in  uie  bill,  by  omitting 
to  fill  the  vacancies  as  they  may  oocur.  This,  it  is 
thought,  is  no  more  than  justice  reqmres ;  and,  as 
the  number  thus  retained  is  but  small,  the  expense 
will  be  inconsiderable,  uid  will  soon  entirely  cease. 

The  increased  pay  provided  for  some  few  of  the 
officers  attached  to  ships-of-the-line  and  frigates, 
while  in  actual  service,  is  recommended  by  consid- 
erations of  justice,  and  the  good  of  the  service.  To 
perform  the  duties  required  of  these  officers  on  board 
the  largest  ships  involves  far  more  responsibility, 
and  requires  not  only  greater  professional  knowlec^ 
uid  experience,  but  much  more  labor;  these,  or 
Him  liar  distinctions,  are  recognized  in  eveiy  well- 
regulated  service ;  and  as  but  a  small  number  of  our 
laigest  yessels  are  kept  m  service  in  time  of  peace, 
the  additional  expense  will  be  of  no  great  amount 

It  has  been  considered  a  more  simple  mode  of 
payment,  and  less  liable  to  abuse,  to  allow  fixed 
salaries  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy 
yards  and  naval  stations,  than  as  now  provided  by 
law  by  monthly  pay  and  rations. 

That  part  of  the  bill  which  makes  the  marine 
guard,  detailed  for  the  protection  of  navy  yards, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  tiie  yard, 
is  deemed  essential  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
harmony.  The  difficulties  which  have  occurred  un- 
der the  present  regulations  on  that  subject,  suggest 
the  necessity  of  some  alteration ;  and  no  well-founded 
objection  is  perceivBd  to  placing  this  guard  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
yard,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  marine  guard  is 
placed  on  ship-board  under  the  orders  of  the  oaptaia 

The  exhibits  accompanying  this  bill  wiU  serve  to 
show  the  applicability  of  its  provirions  to  our  present 
Naval  Establishment,  and  die  comparative  expense 
between  it  and  the  one  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

Paper  B  is  an  exhibit  showing  dbe  number  of 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  required  to  officer 
certain  ships,  and  vessels,  and  navy  yaids. 

Paper  C  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  petty  offioen, 


able  seamen,  oidinaiy  seamen,  and  boys,  requued  for 
the  vessels  of  war  in  active  service. 

Paper  D  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  whole  number 
of  commission  and  warrant  officers  required  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  when  the  ships-of-the- 
line,  frigates,  and  steam-batteries,  directed  by  the 
'*  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,"  shall  be 
completed. 

Paper  £  is  an  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  proposed  by  the  bill,  includ- 
ing the  oxganization  of  the  navy  yards,  and  a  com- 
parative view  between  the  present  expense  and  that 
proposed. 

By  which  last  exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  the  an- 
nual expense  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  will  be  re- 
duced about  ninety  thousand  dollars  below  the  esti- 
mates nocessaxy  under  the  existing  establishment 

A  Peace  Establishment  for  the  marine  corps  hay- 
ing been  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  liarcl^  1817, 
and  no  material  alteration  being  deemed  necessary, 
no  other  plan  has  been  prepared  to  accompany  this 
report 

Although,  perhaps,  not  falling  strictly  vrithin  the 
scope  of  the  resolution,  yet  the  present  affbrds  a  fit 

rrtunity  of  respectfully  suggesting  the  importance 
tablishing  a  Nayal  Academy  for  the  instruction 
of  our  young  officers  in  the  sciences  connected  with 
their  profession.  As  this  is  intended  as  a  mere  sug- 
gestion of  a  measure  deserving  consideration,  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  present  any  plan  for  cairyiuff 
it  into  effect  This  may  be  done  hereafter,  should 
the  measure  meet  with  a  favorable  reception ;  nor  is 
it  deemed  fit  for  me^  at  this  time,  to  urge  the  many 
considerations  which  will  readily  occur  to  all  liberal 
and  enlightened  minds  in  favor  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. 

All  which  is  respectfrdly  submitted, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

The  Presidemt  of  the  U.  8, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Buss,  to  lay  the 
Message  on  the  table,  and  print  it. 

Mr.  CooKB  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  that  it  would  be  referred  to  the 
Naval  Oommittee,  there  to  undergo  the  proper 
iovestigation,  and  to  be  reported  upon. 

Mr.  Knss  withdrawing  his  motion^  the  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
AifairB. 

SuppresHon  of  Piracy. 
Mr.  OoiTDioT,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a 
motion.  In  the  Message  of  the  President  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  be  said,  a  very  brief  allusion  was  made 
to  piracies,  committed  in  the  West  Indies.  All 
that  was  said  on  that  subject,  is  comprised  in  a 
short  paragraph,  which  Mr.  0.  read.  Intelli- 
gence has  been  recently  received,  and  probably 
since  that  part  of  the  Message  was  penned,  of 
transactions,  so  flagrant  and  outrageous  in  their 
character,  as  to  call,  imperiously,  for  the  early 
and  eflftcient  interposition  of  this  House.  The 
premature  death  of  the  ^^lant  and  lament- 
ed Allen,  has  excited  a  spirit  of  indignation 
throughout  our  country,  unequalled  once  the 
late  war.  It  calls  loudly  for  retributive  justice 
upon  those  lawless  barbarians;  and  I  hope  to 
see,  with  as  little  delay  as  praotioable,  a  com- 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  a 
message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  this 
House  was  formed,  and  was  read j  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  also,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  act 
jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  inform  him  that  the 
two  Houses  were  in  session,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  he  might  have 
to  make  to  them. 

Balloting  for  Clerk 

After  receiving  a  message  from  the  Senate, 
by  their  Secretary,  that  they  had  formed  a 
quorum — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Clerk,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Dougherty,  Esquire,  late 
Olerk  of  this  House. 

This  being  an  office  to  which  persons  other 
than  members  of  the  House  may  be  elected, 
nominations  of  candidates  are,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  required  previous  to  election ;  and 
twenty  persons  were  nominated  as  candidates 
for  the  office. 

[Six  ballotixigs  were  hod  without  a  xnigonty  for 
any  one.] 

Tuesday,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Con- 
necticut, Danibl  Bubbowb  ;  from  New  York, 
Ohablbs  Borland,  jr.,  and  John  J.  Morgan  ; 
from  Maryland,  Raphael  Nbalb;  from  Vir- 
ginia, WilllAlM  Smith,  John  Floyd,  and  Tho- 
mas L.  MooRB ;  from  Kentucky,  John  Speed 
Smith;  and  from  Ohio,  John  W.  Campbell, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, enclosing  authentic  returns  of  the 
dection  of  Thomas  Forrest,  Samuel  D.  Ing- 
ham, and  Walter  Forward,  to  serve  in  this 
House  as  Representatives  of  that  State  in  the 
room  of  William  Milnor,  Samuel  Moore,  and 
Henry  Baldwin,  who  have  resigned ;  which 
letter  and  returns  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  thb  United  States,  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  five  thousand  copies 
thereof  with  the  accompanying  documents,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  House. 

(For  this  Message,  see  Senate  proceedings, 
ante  page  848.] 

ElecUon  qf  Clerk. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  O^e  7th 
time)  for  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Clerk  of 


the  House,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Thomas 

Dougherty,  Esq. 
The  eleventh  ballot  gave — 
For  Matthew  St.  Clair  Claike,  .        .    98 
For  Robert  Temple,      ...         48 
Scatterings 4 

So  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  having  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  by  the 
Speasxr  to  be  duly  elected  Clerk  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Clarke  accordingly  attended,  and  was 
sworn  into  office. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caro- 
lina, JosuLH  Crtjdup,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Andrew  R.  Govan,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  James 
Overstreet,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Thursday,  December  6. 
Another  member,  to  wit,    from    Pennsyl- 
vania, Andrew  Stewart,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat 

Claim  of  BeaumaarchaU. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  communication  made 
at  a  late  period  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  the  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  French  Govern- 
ment and  the  United  States  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchals.  The  sub- 
ject had  then  been  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, which  did  not  report  upon  it.  He  now 
moved  that  the  subject  be  again  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  suggested  that  the  better  course 
would  be  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims  for  investigation,  and  made  a  motion 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Willdlms,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that 
this  claim  differed  from  ordinary  claims  so  fxt 
(the  evidence  in  support  of  it  being  so  volumin- 
ous, and  the  questions  it  embraced  of  such 
magnitude  and  difficulty)  that  it  ought  not  to 
take  ^e  course  of  common  cases  of  claims,  but 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He 
intimated,  frirther,  that  no  committee  could 
properly  examine  the  questions  involved  in  this 
claim,  without  devoting  nearly  the  whole  ses- 
sion to  it. 

Mr.  Stevenson  ftirther  supported  the  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  in  preference  to  the 
standing  committee ;  when — 

The  question  on  referring  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative.  And  the  subject  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five  members;  and  Mr. 
Andrew   Stevenson,  Mr.  Cambrelkno,   Mr. 
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Fbakois  Johnbov,  Mr.  Dwioht,  and  Mr.  Hol- 
ooMBS,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Election  of  Chaplain, 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  choice 
of  two  Chaplains — one  for  each  House— having 
been  received,  was  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Batebcak,  the  House 
proceeded  to  miake  a  choice  by  ballot  of  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part. 

And  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bbeoken^idob,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  elected  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 


Fbidat,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Ja- 
Bxz  Lbftwioh,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Samubl  D.  Ikoham,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel 
Moore,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat 

Solomon  Siblbt,  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat 


MoNDAT,  December  9, 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  Lathbop,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Ditbvrsement  of  Public  Moneys, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last  session,  ^  con- 
cerning the  disbursement  of  public  moneys." 
The  bill  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Babsstt,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
which  prepared  this  bill,  stated  the  general 
views  on  which  it  was  founded.  This  bill,  he 
said,  had  been  drawn  with  a  great  degree  of 
caution,  so  as,  by  embracing  all  cases  in  whidi 
advances  could  be  necessary,  to  take  away  any 
possible  objection  which  could  be  made  against 
It;  and  it  had  afterwards  been  submitted  to 
the  Treasury  Department  to  undergo  any  alter- 
ations which  it  might  appear  to  require.  The 
jeopardizing  of  the  public  money  was  of  that 
character,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  the  consequent  waste 
of  it  so  enormous,  that  it  was  time  for  this 
House  to  look  into  it.  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  a  catalogue  of  defalcations  had  been 
presented,  which  astonished  everybody,  em- 
bracing a  range,  the  extent  of  which  could 
hardly  have  been  conceived.  Mr,  B.  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  House  also  to  one  or  two 
facts  stated  in  the  President's  Message.  The 
fact  was  there  disclosed,  that,  at  one  time,  ac- 
counts for  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ad- 
vanced for  different  objects  remained  unsettled. 
Such  an  amount,  dependent  on  the  personal 
responsibility  of  individuals,  at  once  tells  us 
how  careful  Congress  ought  to  be  in  trusting 
so  great  an  interest  in  the  hands  of  public 
agents.  If  it  had  been  found  that  this  great 
trust  had  been  confided  to  them  without  injury 


to  the  public  interest,  legislation  on  the  subject 
might  DC  less  necessary ;  but  such  was  not  the 
fact  At  the  last  session,  the  House  was  pre- 
sented with  a  large  amount  of  balances  due  by 
individuals,  and  supposed  to  be  lost ;  and  the 
Message  of  the  President  spoke  of  several  mil- 
lions of  suspended  accounts.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  been  told  that,  since  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  public  oflScers  had  gone  off  the  stage 
of  Itfe  considerably  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment— officers,  too,  in  whom  the  greatest  con- 
fidence had  been  placed.  This  showed,  he  said, 
that  it  was  time  to  change  the  present  system. 
It  was  most  obvious,  if  we  took  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  t^e  history  of  other  countries,  or  the 
experience  of  this,  that  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
ercise a  more  rigorous  control  over  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  moneys.  It  was  more 
than  probable,  Mr.  B.  continued,  that  on  the 
first  establishment  of  this  Government,  the  dif- 
ferent State  institutions  having  little  connection 
or  sympathy  with  one  another,  it  was  not  very 
easy  to  transact  the  fiscal  business  of  the  nation, 
or  to  carry  money  from  one  part  of  it  to  the 
other.  &c. ;  but  the  Government  had  been  now 
established  for  forty  years,  and  every  difficulty 
of  that  sort  had  ceased.  Could  it  be  right,  on 
the  plea  of  enabling  the  poor  man  to  be  em- 
ployed in  public  service,  that  the  public  money 
should  be  put  in  jeopardy  ?  It  was  not  neces- 
sary, he  said,  that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  mo- 
ment Uie  Government  makes  a  contract,  the 
contractor  has  credit  to  the  amount  of  his  con- 
tract, and  can  borrow  or  buy  upon  that  credit.  It 
was  not  true,  in  fact,  that  advances  were  neces- 
sary, and  it  could  not  therefore  be  right  to  make 
them.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  some  of  the 
general  views  which  led  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  bin  now  under  consideration,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  House.  If  the  bill  were  to  go 
through  the  committee,  without  amendment, 
he  should  then,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  all  proper 
time  to  consider  the  subject  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  few 
of  the  members  had  preserved  the  printed 
copies  of  the  bill  from  the  last  session ;  and,  as 
the  subject  was  of  some  magnitude,  he  thought 
the  members  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it.  He  therefore,  with  this  view,  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

American  Oo/ptices  among  the  Indiaru  during 
the  late  Wa  . 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  reported 
at  the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  American  captives  during  the  late 
war ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  House 
resolved  itscdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject    The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  SiBLET  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the 
bill.  After  the  surrender  of  Detroit  during  the 
late  war,  and  subsequent  to  the  defeat  after- 
wards sustained,  in  1818,  many  persons  taken 
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under  our  standard  were  brought  cap^ve  by 
the  Indians  to  and  through  Detroit.  The  citi- 
zens of  Detroit,  moved  at  the  spectacle,  though 
themselyes  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  vassalage, 
exerted  themselves  to  relieve  the  sufferers,  and 
employed  in  that  manner  all  the  money  they 
comd  raise.  These  facts  were  made  known  to 
Congress,  and  an  act  was  passed  to  reimburse 
to  them  the  money  thus  advanced.  But  the 
act  was  of  that  narrow  construction,  that  it  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  give  the  relief  contem- 
plated by  it.  It  required,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  pei^sons  relieved  from  captivity  should 
be  Americans  citizens ;  which,  in  the  first  place, 
was  hardly  susceptible  of  proo^  and,  if  it  were, 
was  not  material,  where  the  individuals  were 
taken  under  the  American  fiag.  Another  re- 
quisition of  that  law  was,  that  written  evidence 
of  the  amount  paid,  or  a  receipt  for^he  ransom 
money,  should  be  produced,  to  entitle  to  relief. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  money  was  paid  to  In- 
dians; and  every  one  must  know  that  they 
give  no  receipts  for  ransoms,  and  that  such  a 
receipt,  if  given,  would  be  good  for  nothing,  in- 
asmuch as  an  Indian  would  as  readily  give  a 
receipt  for  ten  thousand  dollars  as  for  ten.  In 
the  agitation,  alarm,  and  hurry  of  the  times, 
the  people  did  not  calculate  where  or  how  they 
were  to  get  their  money  agam,  and  thought  of 
nothing  less  than  the  taking  receipts  for  it,  &o. 
Besides,  Mr.  S.  said,  clothing  was  furnished  to 
the  captives,  the  season  being  inclement,  and 
th^  UteraUy  naked.  For  this,  also,  the  citizens 
of  Detroit  ought  to  be  remunerated.  The  claims 
embraced  in  this  bill,  he  said,  were  altogether 
bottomed  on  humanity,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
patriotic  exertions  made  by  the  people  of  De- 
troit, whilst  they  themselves  were  oppressed  by 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  would  not  be  disre- 
garded, but  that  they  would  at  length  be  repaid 
the  money  which  they  had  advanced  almost  ten 
years  ago. 

No  other  remarks  being  made  on  the  bill,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  tlie  House,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 
Unsettled  Accounts. 

Mr.  WooDOOOK  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  all  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  Government,  on  contracts  or  otherwise, 
either  to  agents,  sub-agents,  contractors,  sub-con- 
tractors, or  to  iuiUviduals,  since  the  1st  of  January, 
1816,  which  have  not  been  accounted  for  on  settle- 
ment ;  and  the  amount  of  loss  (if  any)  sustained  in 
each ;  and  whether,  in  all  cases,  on  the  advancement 
of  money,  security  has  been  taken,  and  the  names  of 
the  Buretiea 

All  resolutions,  like  this,  calling  for  infor- 
mation, lie  upon  the  table  one  day  of  course, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House. 


yaval  Peace  EstdblishmenL 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbbidxnt 
OF  THx  Unitbd  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Soute  of  Repreeentatioee  qf  ike  UniiedSiaiet: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requiring 
that  a  plan  for  the  Peace  Estabhshment  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
should  be  communicated  to  that  House  at  the  present 
session,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navv,  containing  a  pUm,  which  has  been  prepared 
for  me  proposed  establishment 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washdtoton,  December  6,  1822. 

Navt  Depabxmert,  Pee.  2,  1823. 

Sib:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  fc^  laid 
before  that  House  a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of 
submitting  the  accompanying  papers  on  that  sub- 
ject 

The  paper,  marked  A,  is  the  draft  of  a  bill  em- 
bracing all  the  provisions  which  have  been  deemed 
necessary ;  presuming  that  a  plan  presented  in  this 
form  would  best  meet  the  object  contemplated  by 
the  resolution.  It  is  deemed  necessary,  in  this  re- 
port, to  notice  only  briefly  such  parts  of  the  bill  as 
contain  new  modifications  of  our  Naval  Establish- 
ment 

The  bin,  it  will  be  perceived,  contemplates  the 
establishment  of  two  new  grades  of  office,  viz :  com- 
modore and  rear  admiral.  These  grades  are  con- 
sidered, if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at  least  of  very 
great  importance  as  regards  due  subordination,  and 
the  discipline  of  the  service ;  and,  in  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  provision,  I  can  only  repeat  what 
I  have  nad  occasion  heretofore  to  uige  in  support  of 
this  measure.  The  rank  of  captain  is  now  the  high- 
est grade  in  the  navy  recognized  by  law ;  and  dunng 
the  mfanoy  of  our  navy,  and  whilst  we  had  no  vesseb 
of  a  higher  class  than  frigates,  and  the  number  of 
captains  small,  it  was,  perhaps,  as  high  a  grade  as 
the  good  of  the  service  required.  It  is,  however,  be- 
lieved that,  from  the  additions  both  to  the  number 
and  class  or  our  public  vessels,  and  from  what  may 
reasonably  be  anticipated  to  be  the  situation  of  our 
navy  in  the  course  d[  a  few  years,  both  justice  and 
policy  require  the  establishment  of  some  higher 
grades.  According  to  the  relative  rank,  as  now  reg- 
ulated between  the  military  and  naval  officers,  a 
captain  in  the  navy  only  ranks  with  a  colonel  in  the 
army.  This  is  thought  to  be  oontraiy  to  souud  policy 
and  the  good  of  the  service.  The  establishment  of  the 
grades  contemplated  by  the  bill,  will  place  the  rela- 
tive rank  in  the  army  and  navy  upon  a  just  footing. 
A  commodore  will  rank  with  a  brigadier-general, 
and  a  rear  admiral  with  a  migor-geiuBral.  But  the 
more  important  and  substantial  benefit,  it  is  believed, 
ffrowing  out  of  this  measure,  will  be  the  effect  it  will 
have  upon  the  discipline  of  the  service.  The  impor- 
tance of  rank,  both  in  the  military  and  naval  service, 
will  readily  occur  to  all  in  any  degree  acquainted 
with  either.  In  a  fleet  or  squadron,  when  the  differ- 
ent vessels  may  be  commanded  by  officers  of  the 
same  grade,  and  their  relative  rank,  and  even  that 
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of  the  commander  himself,  known  only  hj  the  dates 
of  ibmr  commissions,  there  will  not  he  that  req)eot 
and  sahoidination  ohsenred  that  are  essential  to  order 
and  harnionj.  The  additional  paj,  it  is  thought, 
cannot  afford  any  weU-fonnded  ol^ection  to  the  meas- 
ure, if  the  real  benefits  oonfidentlj  helieyed  to  result 
from  it  are  duly  appreciated. 

Authoriang  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  who 
have  been  examined  and  found  qualified  for  promo- 
tion, to  the  duly  of  sailing-master,  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the. service.  By  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, sailing-masters  are  not  considered  in  the  line 
of  promotion,  and  have  not,  of  course,  so  strong  in- 
ducements to  remain  permanently  attached  to  the 
service,  as  officers  who  have  this  prospect  before 
them ;  and  whenerer  more  profitable  employment  in 
the  merchant  service  is  presented,  ihey  wUl  generally 
accept  of  it 

The  number  of  lieutenants  is  already  so  great 
that  the  prospect  of  promotion  of  midshipmen  is  not 
veiy  prominng.  To  employ  examined  midshipmen 
as  saUing-masters,  would  be  giving  them  some  little 
distinction,  and  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  im- 
proving themselves  for  the  higher  and  more  impor- 
tant duties  of  the  service. 

In  most  of  the  classes  of  commissioned  officers, 
the  number  fixed  by  the  bill  embraces  all  at  present 
in  office,  and  where  that  is  not  the  case,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  none  shall  be  dischazged  but  iJie  number 
reduced  to  that  contemplated  in  Sie  bill,  by  omitting 
to  fill  the  vacancies  as  they  may  occur.  This,  it  is 
thought,  is  no  more  than  justice  requhnes ;  and,  as 
the  number  thus  retained  is  but  small,  the  expense 
will  be  inconsiderable,  and  will  soon  entirely  cease. 

The  increased  pay  provided  for  some  few  of  the 
officers  attached  to  snips-of-the-line  and  frigates, 
while  in  actual  service,  is  recommended  by  connd- 
erations  of  justice,  and  the  good  of  the  service.  To 
perform  the  duties  required  of  these  officers  on  board 
the  largest  ships  involves  far  more  responsibility, 
and  requires  not  only  greater  professional  knowledge 
and  experience,  but  much  more  labor;  these,  or 
similar  distinctions,  are  recognized  in  eveiy  well- 
regulated  service ;  and  as  but  a  small  number  of  our 
laigest  vessels  are  kept  in  service  in  time  of  peace, 
the  additional  expense  will  be  of  no  great  amount. 

It  has  been  considered  a  more  simple  mode  of 
payment,  and  less  liable  to  abuse,  to  allow  fixed 
salaries  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy 
yards  and  naval  stations,  than  as  now  provided  by 
law  by  monthly  pay  and  rations. 

That  part  of  the  bill  which  makes  the  marine 
guard,  detailed  for  the  protection  of  navy  yards, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  tiie  yard, 
is  deemed  essential  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
harmony.  The  difficulties  which  have  occurred  un- 
der the  present  regulations  on  that  subject,  suggest 
the  necessity  of  some  alteration ;  and  no  weU-founded 
olgection  is  peroeivjed  to  placing  this  guard  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
yard,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  marine  guard  is 
placed  on  ship-board  under  the  orders  of  the  captain. 

The  exhibits  accompanying  this  bill  wiQ  serve  to 
show  the  applicability  of  its  provisions  to  our  present 
Naval  Establishment,  and  tiie  comparative  expense 
between  it  and  the  one  contemplated  by  the  bilL 

Paper  B  is  an  exhibit  showing  d^e  number  of 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  required  to  officer 
certain  ships,  and  vessels,  and  navy  yards. 

Paper  C  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  petty  officers, 
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able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  requhred  for 
the  vessels  of  war  in  active  service. 

Paper  D  is  an  exhibit  showing  the  whole  number 
of  commission  and  warrant  officers  required  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  when  the  ships^-the- 
Une,  frigates,  and  steam-batteries,  directed  by  the 
**  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,"  shall  be 


Paper  £  is  an  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  proposed  by  the  bill,  includ- 
ing the  organization  of  the  navy  yards,  and  a  com- 
parative view  between  the  present  expense  and  that 
proposed. 

By  which  last  exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  the  an- 
nual expense  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  will  be  re- 
duced about  ninety  thousand  doUars  below  the  esti- 
mates necessary  under  the  existing  establishment. 

A  Peace  Establishment  for  the  marine  corps  hav- 
ing been  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1817, 
ai^  no  material  alteration  being  deemed  necessary, 
no  other  plan  has  been  preparea  to  accompany  this 
report. 

Although,  perhaps,  not  falling  strictly  within  the 
scope  of  the  resolution,  yet  the  present  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  of  respectfully  suggesting  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  Naval  Academy  for  the  instruction 
of  our  young  officers  in  the  sciences  connected  with 
their  profession.  As  this  is  intended  as  a  mere  sug- 
gestion of  a  measure  deserving  consideration,  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  present  any  plan  for  carrying 
it  into  dBfect.  This  may  be  done  hereafter,  should 
the  measure  meet  with  a  favorable  reception ;  nor  is 
it  deemed  fit  for  me^  at  this  time,  to  urge  the  many 
considerations  which  will  readily  occur  to  all  liberal 
and  enlightened  minds  in  favor  of  such  an  institu- 
tion* 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

The  PszsiDEXiT  of  the  U.  S, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Buss,  to  lay  the 
Message  on  the  table,  and  print  it. 

Mr.  CooKB  hoped  it  would  not  be  kid  on  the 
table,  but  that  it  would  be  referred  to  the 
Naval  Oommittee,  there  to  undergo  the  proper 
investigation,  and  to  be  reported  upon. 

Mr.  Buss  withdrawing  bis  motion,  the  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
Atfairs. 

SuppresHan  of  Piraey, 
Mr.  OoiroioT,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a 
motion.  In  the  Message  of  the  President  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  he  said,  a  very  brief  allusion  was  made 
to  piracies,  committed  in  the  West  Indies.  All 
that  was  said  on  that  subject,  is  comprised  in  a 
short  paragraph,  which  Mr.  0.  read.  Intelli- 
gence has  been  recently  received,  and  probably 
since  that  part  of  the  Message  was  penned,  of 
transactions,  so  flagrant  and  outrageous  in  their 
character,  as  to  call,  imperiously,  for  the  early 
and  eflftcient  interposition  of  this  House.  The 
premature  death  of  the  gallant  and  lament- 
ed Allen,  has  excited  a  spirit  of  indignation 
throughout  our  country,  unequalled  since  the 
late  war.  It  calls  loudly  for  retributive  justice 
upon  those  lawless  barbarians;  and  I  hope  to 
see,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  com- 
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petent  force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive, 
under  some  one  of  the  most  experienced  naval 
officers,  with  ample  powers  and  instructions  to 
ferret  them  out  of  their  lurking  holes,  and  to 
drag  them  to  a  certain  and  speedy  punishment. 
A  speedy  punishment,  because  I  have  no  idea 
of  incurring  the  delay,  or  the  hazard,  of  trans- 
porting them  here,  or  of  extending  to  them  a 
trial  by  jury,  with  all  the  delays  incident  to  our 
courts  of  justice.  They  have  placed  themselves 
beyond  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  civilized 
society;  they  have  set  at  open  defiance  the 
laws  of  God  and  man;  their  hand  is  against 
every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  should  com- 
bine against  them.  And  the  most  effectual 
restraint  which  you  can  impose  upon  their  bar- 
barities, is  to  furnish  to  them  the  spectacle  of  a 
few  dozen  of  their  leaders  suspended  by  the 
halter,'  from  the  yard-arms  of  some  of  our  pub- 
lic ships.  Deeming  it  expedient  that  Congress 
should,  at  an  early  period^  adopt  some  decisive 
measures  on  this  subject,  I  submit  the  foUowmg 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Nayal  ASain 
be  instrocted  to  inqnire,  and  report  as  early  as  may 
be,  what  farther  measures  are  necessaiy,  not  only 
for  the  more  efficient  protection  of  onr  commerce  in 
the  West  India  seas  from  piracy ;  bnt  for  the  entire 
extirpation  of  those  freebooters,  and  the  punishment 
of  those  who  may  be  found  to  aid  and  abet  them. 

Piratical  OutrageB  in  the  West  Indie»^Death 
of  Lieutenant  AUen. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Oondiot,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table ;  and  the  Message  of  the  PBEsmEin: 
was  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Boute  of  JRtprtfentaUnei  qf  ihe  United  Statee: 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages  and 
depredations  which  have  been  committed  on  onr 
seamen  and  commerce  by  the  pirates  in  the  W^ 
Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by  the  death 
of  a  very  meritorious  officer,  seems  to  call  for  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that 
service,  which  can  be  spared  from  other  indispensa- 
ble duties,  are  already  employed  in  it ;  but,  from  the 
knowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  places 
from  whence  those  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  they 
escape  from  danger,  it  appears  that  it  will  require  a 
particular  kind  of  force,  capable  of  pursuing  them 
into'  the  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effec- 
tually to  suppress  them.  I  submit  to  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  Congress,  the  propriety  of  oi^ganiang  such  a 
force  for  that  important  object 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHsroTON,  Deoemher  6, 1822. 

The  said  Message  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 


Wbdnssday,  December  11. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Elijah  Spbnosb;  from  Yij^^inia,  Wil- 


liam LsB  Ball;  and  from  Georgia,  Alfbbd 
.OuTHBSBT,  and  Robbbt  Batmonb  Rbid,  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  Sonth  Oarolinai 
John  Cabtbb,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  James  JBlair, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

EoBiile  Bjmeditions  from  the  United  States 
against  Countries  at  Peace  with  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  GoLDXzr  snbmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Retolved,  That  the  Prasident  of  the  United  StatM 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess  with  regard  to  any  hostile 
expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared  in  the 
United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the 
present  year,  against  the  territory  or  dependoicy  of 
any  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States ;  and  to 
inform  this  House  whether  any  measures  have  hoea 
taken  to  bring  to  oondign  punishment  the  persona 
who  may  have  been  concerned  in  sudi  expeditioB, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day. 


Thxjbsdat,  December  12. 

Presentation  of  Medals  to  Congress. 

The  Spbaksb  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  letter : 

Boerrov,  July  4,  1822. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

Sib  :  The  letter  which  1  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  you  on  the  4th  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr.  Lowndes 
was  80  obliging  as  to  take  charge  of  and  deliver,  was 
intended  tonave  been  accompanied  by  the  collection 
of  medals  therein  referred  to ;  but  this  was  unfortu- 
nately lost  on  board  the  ship  Factor,  bound  to  New 
York,  of  which  accident  it  appears  that  the  House 
was  duly  informed  by  its  committee.  As  soon  as  I 
heard  of  it,  I  endeavored  to  procure  a  duplicate  of 
the  collection,  and  succeeded  a  few  days  before  I  left 
Paris^  in  April  last.  ^This,  together  with  the  medals 
which  have  been  struck  at  Paris,  to  commemorate 
some  principal  events  of,  and  men  distinguished  in, 
our  Revolution,  I  take  the  liberty  through  you,  sir,  of 
herewith  sending  and  offering  to  Congress,  for  the 
use  of  the  National  Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

P.  S.— A  printed  catalogue  of  the  French  medals 
proper  is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains  them. 

The  American  medals  are  but  five  proper,  viz : 

One  of  Greneral  Washington,  at  the  siege  of  Boston ; 

One  of  Doctor  Franklin ; 

One  of  Paul  Jones ;  and 

Two  of  the  battie  of  the  Cowpena 

To  these  I  have  thought  it  well  to  add  Columbus 
and  Kosciusko,  taken  from  the  oollection  of  illustri- 
ous men,  deceased,  now  publishing  in  the  French 
Mint. 

The  letter  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plumeb, 
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of  New  Hampehire,  referred  to  the  Library 
Oommittee. 

Diaburaement  ofFublie  Mimey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  imposing  more  rigorous  checks  on 
the  disbursement  of  pablio  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babsbtt,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  to  it  the  following,  as  a 
new  section : 

SEa  i.  Be  ii  further  enacted.  That  no  seonrity 
given  to,  of  obligation  entered  into,  with  the  Govern- 
ment, shall  be  in  any  wise  impaired  by  the  dismiffiing 
any  officer,  or  firom  failure  of  the  Finsident  to  dis- 
miss any  officer,  coming  under  the  providona  of  this 
act. 

Another  slight  amendment  being  made — 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babsbtt,  who  did  not 
wish  to  precipitate  the  bill  through  the  House, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  was  for  the 
present  deferred. 

LawUes  EsDpeMtion  ctgainst  Porto  Rieo, 
The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitfed 
by  Mr.  Ooldbn  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  saoh  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess  with  regard  to  any  hostile 
expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared  in  the 
United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the 
present  year,  against  the  territory  or  dependency  of 
any  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States^  and  to 
inform  this  House  whether  any  measures  have  been 
taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who 
may  have  been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  Uie  United  States. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  follows  the  word 
*^  States,"  in  the  7th  line,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
Insert  the  following : 

<*  And  inform  this  House  what  amendments  to  the 
existing  laws  are  necessary  to  punish  persons  who 
may  have  heen  concerned  in  any  such  expedition." 

Mr.  Golden  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
amendment,  as  he  understood  it,  though  for  his 
own  part  he  believed  that  the  existing  laws 
were  competent  to  the  purpose  of  punishing  this 
offence  against  the  public  peace.  It  was  pun- 
ishable, by  law,  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
three  years,  and  also  by  fine.  It  appeared 
proper,  Mr.  0.  said,  that  he  shonld  ask  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  whilst 
he  explained  the  considerations  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  propose  this  resolution.  It  was 
well  understood,  he  presumed,  that  it  had  refer- 
ence to  an  expedition,  said  to  have  been  fitted 
out  from  our  ports  against  the  dependency  of  a 
country  with  which  we  are  in  amity — ^he  meant 
the  expedition  against  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 
Although  we  have  no  further  information  on 
the  subject  than  what  is  derived  from  the  news- 
papers, he  believed  the  information  was  of  that 
sort  to  justify  the  proposition  now  on  the  table. 


In  regard  to  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  there  had 
been  various  reports.  It  had  been  stated  that  a 
considerable  hostile  expedition  had  been  fitted 
out  from  our  shores — ^partly,  it  was  said,  from 
the  port  of  Philadelphia;  in  part  from  the  port 
of  Baltimore,  and  in  part  from  N"ew  York.  The 
accounts  of  it  were  contradictory,  but  all  agreed 
in  this:  that  such  an  expedition  had  departed 
from  this  country.  It  appeared  to  him  tliere 
were  some  considerations  connected  with  this 
expedition,  which  deserved  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  It  must  be  recollected  by  all,  that, 
not  long  since,  the  United  States  had  taken 
possession  of  one  of  the  dependencies  of  tlids 
very  power,  viz.,  Amelia  Island.  Our  justifica- 
tion K>r  doing  so,  was,  that  it  was  a  harbor  for 
pirates,  or  a  place  where  expeditions  were  fitted 
out  without  the  interference  of  the  Government 
of  Spain  to  prevent  it.  It  was  not  long  since, 
moreover,  we  had  made  applications  to  Spain 
and  to  her  colonial  government  of  Cuba,  re- 
monstrating to  that  power,  that  she  had  not 
done  her  duty  to  us  and  to  the  world,  inasmuch 
as  she  has  not  restrained  the  enterprises  of  indi- 
viduals from  her  ports;  and  it  was  a  remark- 
able circumstance,  that  at  the  very  time  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  to  wrest  from  the 
mother  country  this  dependency  of  Porto  Rico, 
we  had  a  negotiator  there  remonstrating  with 
the  Governor  of  that  dependency  in  strong 
terms,  but  with  a  courtesy  and  propriety  of 
manner  which  did  honor  to  the  naval  diaracter, 
(Captain  Spence,)  who  conducted  the  negotia- 
tion, against  the  unlawfol  expeditions  fitted 
from  that  port  to  cruise  on  the  high  seas.  Aji- 
other  singnlar  circumstance,  Mr.  C.  said,  was 
worth  notice :  that  one  of  the  persons  at  the 
head  of  this  hostile  expedition,  he  who  signed 
his  name  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  a  gentle- 
man who,  not  very  long  ago,  was  diplomatic 
agent  of  this  Government  to  the  territories  of 
that  €k>vemment  to  which  Porto  Rico  was  a 
dependency.  Mr.  0.  said  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion, by  this  resolution,  to  cast  censure  on  any 
one.  We  do  know,  said  he,  that  expeditions 
may  be  fitted  out  firom  our  ports  without  our 
Government  having  knowledge  of  the  fiEUjt,  or 
the  means  of  preventing  it.  It  was  quite  prob- 
able the  President  might  answer,  to  this  resolu- 
tion, that  he  had  no  information  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  or,  if  he  did  not,  he  might  tell  the  House 
that  he  has  directed  the  proper  officers  to  in- 
vestigate the  transaction  in  question.  In  either 
case,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  be  satisfied.  His 
great  object  was  to  show  to  other  nations  that, 
while  we  demand  justice  from  them,  we  are 
not  indifferent  to  the  conduct  of  our  own  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  said  his  reason  for  proposing  any 
amendment  to  this  resolution  was,  that  he  felt 
no  disposition  to  give  his  assent  to  a  resolution 
which  called  in  question  the  conduct  of  the  Ex. 
ecutive  of  the  country  in  relation  to  an  idleged 
violation  of  existing  laws.  He  did  not  feel  him- 
self justified  in  voting  for  a  declaration,  in 
effect,  that  the  proper  authorities  have  refused 
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or  neglected  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 
His  amendment  was  drawn  np  in  haste,  on  the 
suggestion  of  tibe  moment,  and  oertainly  not 
wi£  the  most  distant  idea  of  passing  ex  post 
facto  laws.    His  object  was,  to  devise  laws  to 

Ennish  offences  of  this  description  that  maj  be 
ereafter  committed,  if  such  laws  do  not  now 
exist.  If  the  gentleman  would  consent  to  strike 
out  the  latter  clause,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would 
waive  his  proposed  amendment,  leaving  the 
question  of  law  to  be  examined  oy  the  proper 
committees  of  this  House. 

Mr.  L.  then  withdrew  his  amendment  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  re- 
solve, without  proposing  to  substitute  any  thing 
for  it. 

Mr.  OooKB  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  strike  out  the  latter  dause  of  the  reso- 
lution. It  only  proposed  to  inquire  of  the 
President  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken 
by  the  Government  to  bring  to  punishment  the 
persons,  if  any,  who  have  been  concerned  in 
fitting  out  an  expedition  from  our  ports.  K  the 
President  has  been  apprised  of  prosecutions 
having  been  set  on  foot  against  those  persons, 
it  will  be  necessary  fortius  House  to  proceed 
further.  But,  suppose  it  should  not  be  so,  and 
the  President  should  tell  the  House  he  had  re- 
ceived no  information  to  justify  a  prosecution  ; 
the  subject  would  then  be  fairly  before  the 
House,  and  it  would  take  such  measures  to 
punish  those  who  shall  be  guilty  of  violations 
of  public  peace  as  it  should  deem  necessary. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  could  not  perceive 
in  this  resolution  any  imputations  against  any- 
body.   All  that  was  asked  for  was  information. 

There  was  no  imputation  whatever  against 
the  President  in  the  dause  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
retain  it  and  get  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject which  tiie  resolution  calls  for. 

Mr.  Wbioht  did  not  approve  of  the  idea  of 
calling  on  the  President  to  know  what  laws 
were  to  be  passed,  or  what  prosecutions  had 
been  instituted,  in  regard  to  this  or  any  other 
matter.  The  proper  course,  he  thought^  would 
be,  to  refer  these  inquiries  to  the  Judidary 
Committee.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
know  what  the  laws  of  the  country  are,  and  not 
to  go  to  the  President  for  information  on  that 
head.  Besides,  to  refer  an  inquiry  of  this  sort 
to  the  Executive  would  be  to  blend  and  con- 
found its  duties  with  those  of  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  W.  protested  against  the  idea  of  passing 
laws  to  punish  those  who  have  committed 
crimes  not  heretofore  provided  for.  Every 
heart  must  revolt,  he  said,  against  a  proposition 
of  that  sort  Even  the  Supreme  Being  would 
not  inflict  punishment  for  the  disobedience  of 
his  laws,  if  he  had  not  previously  communicated 
it.  No  law  can  be  violated  which  has  not  pre- 
existed and  been  divulged.  With  regard  to  the 
description  of  offences  against  the  laws  of  na- 
tions embraced  in  this  resolution,  Mr.  W.  said 
we  had  gone  further  in  our  provisions  to  pre- 
vent and  punish  them  than  any  other  nation  in 


the  world.  We  fed  as  much  indignation  at 
them  as  any  other  people  on  earth,  and  we  have 
gone  as  far  to  show  it.  The  presumption,  Mr. 
W.  said,  was  that  the  Executive  had  done  hi^ 
duty  in  this  matter;  and  the  House  could  find 
employment  enough  in  the  discharge  of  its  own 
du^,  without  calling  on  the  Executive  to  ask 
him  whether  he  has  done  his  duty.  The  pre- 
sumption was,  that  the  Executive  had  done  its 
duty,  and  the  House  had  no  right,  without  in- 
formation to  that  effect,  to  suppose  otherwise. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  added  a  few  words  in  favor  of  his 
motion  to  strikeout  the  latter  clause  of  the  reso- 
lution; when  the  question  was  taken  on  his 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing;  to 
the  resolution  in  its  original  shape,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  a  large  migority. 

Ebidat,  December  18. 
Mr.  Batlt,  from  M^land,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Svpprestionof  Piraoy. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  took  up  the  following  bill,  being  that  re- 
ported this  day  by  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
Affurs. 

An  Act  anthorizixig  an  additioxial  naval  foroe  far  the 
snppreaaion  of  pinu^. 

Ssa  1.  Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  qf 
R^preeenUxUvet  (^the  United  States  of  America,  in  Qm- 
grets  ammbied,  That  the  Pretddent  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthorized  to  purchase  or 
constmct  a  soffident  number  of  yessds  in  addition  to 
those  now  employed,  of  sndi  bnrden  and  constmo- 
tion  as  be  may  deem  necessaiy,  and  to  fit,  eqnip,  and 
man  the  same  for  immediate  service,  for  the  purpose 
of  repressing  piracy,  and  of  afibrding  ofibctoal  pro- 
tection to  the  dtizens  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  m  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  teni- 
tories  adjacent 

Ssa  2.  And  he  it  JSaikcr  enacted,  That  the  sam 
of-^  dollars  be  appropriated  to  meet  the  ezpendi- 
toze  to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid,  and  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  FuLLEB  presented  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  ^avy,  embracing  the  details  of 
force  necessary  to  be  provided,  and  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  tibereof^  which  was  read.  In  con- 
formity to  the  suggestions  contained  in  that 
document,  and  to  the  opinion  of  the  Kaval 
Oonmiittee,  Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  bill  with  the  sum  of  $160,000— declining  to 
urge  any  arguments  in  support  of  the  measure 
itself^  as  not  considering  them  necessary. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words  *^  purchase 
or,"  so  as  to  require  the  vessels  therein  men- 
tioned to  be  built,  and  not  purchased.  If  we 
are  to  embark  in  schemes  for  spending  the  three 
or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury,  Mr.  F.  said  he 
should  prefer  that  the  objects  of  the  expendi- 
ture should  be  such  as  were  worthy  of  it.    He 
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was  opposed  to  making  this  appropriation  for 
purchasing  the  reftise  commodities  of  unprofit- 
able traders — ^those  schooners  and  steamboats, 
referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  Just 
read.  The  mania  for  steamboats  prevailed  for 
a  while,  but  the  paper  mania  had  ruined  that, 
and  there  were  abundance  of  steamboats  now 
to  sell.  If  any  vessels  were  to  be  procured,  he 
wished  they  might  be  such  as  should  be  perma- 
nently useful,  and  not  such  as,  according  to  the 
suggestion  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  might  be 
sold  after  the  cut-throats  of  Matanzas  were  dis- 
posed of.  Mr.  F.  assigned  some  grounds  on 
which  he  placed  little  faith  in  estimates  of  the 
description  now  presented  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FnixsB  said,  if  the  question  was  between 
purchasing  and  building  vessels,  and  the  one 
could  be  done  in  any  thing  like  the  same  time 
as  the  other,  he  should  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man in  preferring  the  construction  to  the  pur- 
chase of  them.  Vessels  constructed  for  the 
purpose  might,  however,  be  as  indifferent  as 
any  that  could  be  purchased;  and  it  was  quite 
likely  to  be  the  case  if  they  should  be  constructed 
in  haste.  K  the  gentleman  meant  to  give  six  or 
eight  or  ten  months' time  to  their  construction, 
and  in  the  mean  time  let  the  pirates  have  their 
way,  (and  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
success  of  this  motion,)  Mr.  F.  was  wholly 
averse  to  it.  If  the  vessels  were  to  be  biult 
suddenly,  of  green  timber,  they  would  be  worse 
than  any  that  were  likely  to  be  purchased. 
The  service  for  which  thev  were  intended  would 
be  a  short  one ;  and,  if  the  vessels  escaped  out 
of  it,  they  would  be  so  little  deteriorateid  as  to 
sell  for  nearly  or  quite  as  much  as  they  would 
cost;  and  it  might  be  an  argument  in  favor  of 
this  plan,  at  least  with  the  gentlemen  who  are 
very  fond  of  economy,  Chat  no  great  loss  would 
be  sustained  by  the  employment  of  this  addi- 
tional force.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  with  Mr. 
Flotd  in  the  existence,  now  or  heretofore,  of  a 
steamboat  mania.  They  were  almost  tJie  only 
objects  presenting  an  opportunity  for  the  exer* 
cise  of  tiie  spirit  of  speculation,  on  which  there 
had  not  been  a  mania.  He  was  convinced  that, 
on  this  subject,  not  only  this  House,  but  the 
whole  nation,  was  in  possession  of  its  sober 
eensee^  and  that  a  beneficial  use  would  be  made 
of  the  agency  of  steam  under  this  bill,  which, 
however,  would  be  passed  to  little  purpose,  \f, 
before  pursuing  the  pirates,  time  were  taken  to 
bnild  vessels  for  the  purpose. 

'Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  un- 
derstand his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  as 
opposing  the  measures  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
piracy,  but  as  suggesting  that  it  would  be  better 
to  build  the  vessels  than  to  purchase  them.  Mr. 
S.  believed  that  the  power  of  purchasing  these 
vessels  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Executive.  He 
believed  that  vessels  could  be  bought  for  this 
service  as  fit  for  it  as  if  built  for  the  purpose — 
such  vessels  as  were  constancy  builmng  with- 
in the  Chesapeake  Bay — such  as  are  captured 
by  the  pirates  themselves  and  converted  to 
their  use.  There  were  no  vessels  of  tiiieir  class 
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superior  to  this  description  of  vessels  which  are 
built  for  sale  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake. 
The  object  of  the  biU,  he  thought,  would  be  bet- 
ter answered  by  leaving  to  fiie  Executive  the 
right  of  purchasing  these  vessels,  and  he  hoped, 
that,  by  an  exertion  of  this  right,  such  a  force 
would  be  speedily  organized  as  completely  to 
suppress  piracies. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
tragedy  so  recently  acted  in  the  West  Indies  fur- 
nished to  his  mind  a  conclusive  argument  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  firom 
Virginia.  He  assented  to  the  generid  proposi- 
tion that  it  is  better  to  build  than  to  purchase 
vessels  of  war  of  every  class.  The  experience 
and  professional  skill  of  those  distinguisned  offi- 
cers who  fill  the  place  of  commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board  with  so  much  honor  to  themselves 
and  advantage  to  the  nation,  were  appreciated 
by  none  more  highly  than  by  him.  On  all  oc- 
casions when  imperious  necessity  did  not  forbid, 
he  should  advocate  the  propriety  of  having  our 
national  vessels  constructea  under  their  super- 
intendence. But,  in  our  present  exigency,  said 
Mr.  Taylob,  we  cannot  wait  the  slow  process 
of  construction.  We  have  no  time  to  lose. 
Piracies  are  multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree. 
It  is  to  the  disgrace  of  civilized  nations  that  they 
have  been  perpetrated  so  long,  so  wantonly,  and 
under  the  eye  of  constituted  authorities.  Pub- 
lic feeling  at  length  is  aroused.  But  it  required 
an  invaluable  sacrifice  to  effect  it.  The  shade 
of  the  brave  departed  Allen  invokes  im- 
mediate protection  for  our  defenceless  seamen. 
This  youthful  hero  is  laid  in  his  grave,  distant, 
far  distant  from  his  native  land,  and  from  the 
protecting  roof  which  filial  piety  had  afforded 
to  his  now  disconsolate  friends.  He  was  slain 
by  ignoble  hands,  but  he  fell  in  a  glorious  cause. 
Humanity  weeps  over  the  tomb  of  her  champion, 
and  demands  of  his  murderers  an  awful  retribu- 
tion. He  poured  out  his  life  in  confiict  against 
the  foe  of  God  and  man,  and  the  voice  of  God 
and  man  cry  for  speedy  vengeance.  Let  us,  in 
justice  to  public  feeling,  whidi  in  every  portion 
of  our  country  is  deep  and  indignant  against  the 
inhuman,  the  unrelenting  cruidlties  of  the  pirates 
in  the  West  Indies,  promptly  organize  a  force  ad- 
equate to  their  total  extermination.  Temporiz- 
ing measures  would  enhance  the  evil;  they 
would  invite  to  the  perpetration  of  new  atrocities, 
while  another — another — and  yet  another  brave 
seaman  would  be  laid  by  the  side  of  the  lamented 
Allen.  Mr.  T.,  in  conclusion^  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  ^ginia  would  consent 
to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  EusTis  said  he  was  well  aware  that  it 
was  desirable  that  this  bill  should  pass  without 
any  improper  delay ;  but  it  was  more  desirable 
that  no  bill  should  pass  this  House  without  the- 
deliberate  consideration  due  to  it.  He  did  not 
know  ti^at  the  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  an  ex- 
pression in  that  bill  was  well  founded,  but  it 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  necessary  for 
him  to  call  tiiie  attention  of  the  House  to  it  He 
alluded  to  the  expression  in  the  biE  aUading  ta 
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the  West  India  seas  "and  territoriea  adjacent.*' 
He  doubted  for  himself  whether  piracy  could 
effectually  be  put  an  end  to  without  giving  an- 
thoritj  to  our  naval  officers  to  pursue  the 
pirates  on  the  land,  and  there  make  them  pris- 
oners. He  did  not  know  but  such  a  provision* 
was  necessarv ;  but,  if  so,  it  was  proper  that  the 
House  should  know  that  such  an  authority  was 
given.  This  bill,  it  appeared  to  him,  went  to 
authorize  any  hostile  operations  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  the  suppression  of 
piracy.  He  had  been  one  of  those  who  was  in 
nivor  of  passing  a  bill  even  to  that  extent;  but 
he  had  his  doubts  whether  this  House  was  ready 
to  invest  the.  Executive  with  a  power  amount- 
ing to  that  of  making  war.  He  supposed  cases 
which  might  arise  under  this  bilL  Our  officers 
might  pursue  pirates  into  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  .the  Spanish  authorities  might  resist  them. 
Here  was  at  once  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties between  us  and  Spain.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  not  worth  the  hazard  of  a  war 
to  authorize  our  officers  to  enter  the  territories 
of  other  powers  in  search  of  pirates.  The  power 
which  he  supposed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  bill 
was  one  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  Executive, 
and  even  our  Navy  officers  would  exercise  with 
discretion ;  but  it  was  one  which  ought  to  be 
reflected  upon  well  before  it  was  given.  The 
same  argument  might  be  drawn  from  the  sup- 
posed entry  of  a  British  Island  as  of  a  Spanish 
territory.  He  did  not  rise  to  make  a  motion, 
but  to  suggest  a  doubt;  and  if  that  doubt  were 
oonflned  to  himself^  he  should  not  object  to  the 
bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  FuLLEB  said  the  committee  which  report- 
ed the  bill,  aware  that  there  might  be  a  difficulty 
on  this  point,  had  not  reported  a  biU  to  author- 
ize even  the  pursuing  the  pirates  on  the  land, 
much  less  the  entering  ,the  territories  of  foreign 
powers  to  search  for  them.  The  bill  was  simply 
mtended  to  provide  for  the  suppression  of  piracy 
and  the  protection  of  commerce ;  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  could  by  possibility  warrant 
the  construction  that  it  was  to  give  authority  to 
the  Executive  to  seek  for  pirates  in  the  terri- 
tories of  foreign  powers.  The  question  with 
regard  to  the  law  of  nations  on  tnis  subject,  it 
was  not  necessary  here  to  discuss ;  but  Mr.  F. 
confessed  that  he  had  entertained  the  opinion, 
that  if  an  officer  should  find  pirates  escaping 
from  his  pursuit  to  a  territory  of  a  foreign  pow- 
er, he  might  have  a  right  to  pursue  them  into 
the  actual  (not  nominal)  jurisdiction  of  that 
power.  Whether  that  was  the  law  or  not,  this 
Dill  conferred  no  authority  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject It  was  a  question,  the  decision  of  which 
must  depend  on  the  laws  of  nations.  On  this 
point  he  had  no  doubt  such  instructions  would 
oe  given  by  the  Executive  to  our  cruisers  as 
would  completely  ffuard  the  amicable  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries. 
This  bill  would  not  have  the  least  tendency 
towards  a  different  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  EusTis  said  he  did  not  understand,  that, 
aooording  to  the  law  of  nations,  any  one  power 


has  a  riffht  to  make  war  on  the  territory  of  a 
neutral,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Every  na- 
tion has  a  right  to  pursue  pirates  on  the  high 
seas,  but  Mr.  E.  very  much  doubted  whether 
the  officers  of  one  nation  had  a  right  to  enter 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  another  country  for 
any  purpose  whatever.  We  have  a  right  to  ex- 
ecute our  own  laws  but  not  to  undertake  to 
make  or  execute  laws  for  another  country.  The 
power  to  pursue  pirates  into  the  territories  of 
another  nation  was  a  very  broad  one :  it  was  in 
fact  a  power  to  make  war.  If  the  bill  were  to 
pass  in  this  shape,  not  only  would  the  Executive 
audits  officers  feel  disposed  to  fulfil  the  wishes 
of  the  Legislature,  but  they  would  be  bound  to 
do  it  He  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  as 
making  unnecessary  objections ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  Congress  could  not,  consistentlT 
with  the  laws  of  nations,  confer  the  power  whioi 
this  bUl  appeared  to  him  to  give. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  proposed  an 
amendment,  to  constitute  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words: 

*^And  be  U  further  enacted,  Th&tihe'BnaAenih^^ 
and  be  ib  hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  pnziad 
the  pirates  by  laad  on  any  of  the  West  India  Islands 
to  which  they  may  resort,  as  well  as  on  the  ocean, 
until  they  are  exterminated." 

Mr.  S.  said,  as  the  power  of  doing  this  was 
doubted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
he  thought  it  essentially  necessary  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  power  should  be  met  and  decided 
here.  He  trusted  Oongress  would  not  pass  a 
law  in  which  the  duty  of  the  Executive  was  un- 
defined, so  as  to  throw  the  responsibility  from 
themselves  upon  the  Executive.  If  any  respon- 
sibility is  to  DC  borne  in  respect  to  this  matter, 
Mr.  S.  said,  let  it  faU  here.  He  proposed  by  his 
amendment,  not  only  that  the  Executive  should 
have  the  power,  but  that  it  should  be  its  duty, 
to  pursue  the  piratea  wherever  they  may  retreat 
Pirates  are  to  be  considered  as  the  enemies  of  all 
mankind;  all  nations  should  be  considered  as 
allies  against  them,  and  we  should  be  considered 
as  allies  of  all  other  powers  in  pursuing  the 
pirates  in  the  West  Indian  seas,  liut,  whether 
we  were  considered  so  or  not,  it  is  lawful, 
even  in  national  war,  where  an  enemy  passes 
into  a  neutral  territory,  to  pursue  that  enemy 
tiiither.  Every  nation,  moreover,  has  a  right  to 
put  down  piracy.  If  we  have  a  right  to  exter- 
minate the  pirates  we  have  a  right  to  adopt  the 
necessary  means  to  accomplish  the  object,  which 
cannot  be  effected  without  our  allowing  our 
Navy  to  g9  further  than  the  ^gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  proposed.  That  gentleman  would 
confine  its  operations  to  the  ocean.  According 
to  that  strictness  of  limitation,  our  officers  are 
not  to  enter  a  bay  or  creek  to  pursue  the  pirates. 
Foreign  nations,  Mr.  S.  said,  act  too  much  by 
reason  to  take  exceptions  to  our  measures.  But, 
said  he,  let  us  give  a  direct  sanction  to  the  ne- 
cessary measures ;  let  this  amendment  be  adopt- 
ed, that  it  may  be  understood  the  pirates  are  to 
be  pursued  until  they  are  entirely  destroyed, 
wherever  found. 
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Mr.  MoIiAmE,  of  Delaware,  felt  as  strongly  as 
any  one  the  necessity  of  effeotnal  measures  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy ;  bat  we  ought  in  con- 
certing our  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  be  at 
least  persuaded  that  they  are  calculated  to  effect 
the  object  in  view,  and  not  to  invo^FC  us  in  more 
serious  difSculties.  By  the  amendment  now 
proposed  to  this  bill,  the  utmost  scope  is  given 
— ^no  limit  is  opposed  to  the  power  of  the- Gov- 
emment  to  authorize  our  cruisers  to  pursue 
pirates,  or   supposed   pirates,  wherever  they 

S lease;  and  they  may  mvade,  at  pleasure,  the 
ominions  of  a  friendly  power  in  pursuit  of  any 
whom  they  may  suppose  to  be  pirates.  We 
have  not  the  rights  said  Mr.  McL.,  on  any  prin- 
ciple of  the  laws  of  nations  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  to  adopt  such  a  provision.  Nor  is 
it  necessary  for  tiie  object  in  view  that  we 
fihonld  adopt  any  such  provision.  In  framing 
our  laws,  we  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  laws 
of  nations^  by  which  we  ourselves  profess  to 
be  governed  in  our  conduct  towards  other 
nations,  and  by  which  we  insist  that  other 
nations  shall  be  governed  in  their  conduct 
towards  us.  We  have  no  right  to  pursue  even 
a  pirate  into  the  territory  of  a  neutral  or  friend- 
ly power,  until  that  power  has  refused  to  inter- 
pose ^r  Ib  incompetent  by  reason  of  its  own  im- 
becility to  prevent  and  punish  the  crime.  Has 
this  House  any  information  that>the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  has  refused  its  aid  to  suppress 
these  piracies,  or  that  she  is  incompetent  to  do 
it?  We  have  no  such  information,  nor  any  on 
which  we  could  around  such  a  measure  as  that 
which  is  proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  if  we 
were  to  pursue  pirates  on  her  territory,  the  re- 
sult would  be  an  immediate  complaint  of  sudi 
invasion  of  her  territorial  rights.  And  what 
answer  could  we  return  to  such  complaint? 
Could  we  say  that  the  Government  of  Spain 
was  unable  or  unwilling  to  interpose  its  aid  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  piracies?  We 
could  not,  because  on  that  point  we  have  no  in- 
formation. But,  was  it  necessary  for  our  pur- 
pose, to  pursue  these  pirates  on  tiie  land  ?  Was 
It  not  almost  certain  they  might  be  put  down 
without  our  doing  so?  The  documents  npon 
the  table  state  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  and 
of  the  Navy  Department  to  be  explicitly  that 
this  object  may  be  accomplished  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  without  any  such  desperate 
and  dangerous  remedy  as  is  contained  in  this 
amendment,  which  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
consider  when  its  consideration  was  forced  upon 
ns  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Let  us,  said 
he,  give  the  Executive  this  appropriation.  Let 
us  enable  it  to  send  out  this  force,  and  after  it 
has  been  employed  i^omptly  and  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  its  capac|^— if;  after  the  Executive 
has  used  every  means  in  its  hands,  we  find  these 
pirates  cannot  be  exterminated,  let  us  remon- 
strate and  call  on  the  Spanish  Government  to 
expel  them  from  its  coasts  and  territories.  If, 
after  this,  the  Spanish  Government  refuses  or  is 
tmable  to  do  its  duty,  then  I  will  go  with  the 
gentleman.    But,  Mr.  McL.  said,  until  it  is  de- 


m<mstrated  that  our  means  proposed  to  be  ap« 
plied  to  this  object  are  insufficient,  he  could  not 
agree  to  a  proposition  which  seemed  to  be 
fraught  with  so  much  evil  as  the  proposed 
amendment 

Mr.  OiniBBELENa,  of  New  York,  said  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fatality  in  every  thing  connected 
with  these  pirates.  When  our  vcsmIs  capture 
them,  ill-timed  clemency  saves  them  from  tibe 
gallows;  and  when  we  capture  vessels  which 
are  to  all  intents  pirates,  they  make  their  escape 
from  a  just  fate  throueh  the  sinuosities  of  the 
law.  Now  we  have  a  bill  before  us,  for  putting 
an  end  to  piracy,  which  calls  for  prompt  action, 
and  its  progress  is  impeded  by  needless  prop- 
ositions for  amendment  This  bill,  Mr.  0.  said, 
did  not  call  for  any  land  force  to  take  possession 
of  any  territory,  nor  were  we  now  required  to 
discuss  any  question  of  national  law.  This  biU 
does  not  authorize  the  President  to  send  a  land 
force  to  pursue  the  pirates  and  break  up  their 
establislunents.  Whenever  that  great  question 
comes  up,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it 
At  present,  however,  he  hoped  gentiemen  would 
throw  no  needless  impediment  in  the  way  of  this 
bilL  He  should  himself  vote  aga|nst  this  amend- 
ment, or  any  other  resembling  it  He  liked  the 
bill  as  it  was ;  and  he  hoped  our  officers  when  in 
pursuit  of  those  pirates,  would  not  pause  at  an 
imaginary  line.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
pursuit  of  the  pirates  would  not  involve  us  in 
war;  but,  if  war  must  be  the  consequence,  he 
hoped  every  member  of  this  House  was  pre- 
pared to  abide  by  it  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
pass,  and  that  the  questions  of  law  which  do  not 
belong  to  it  would  be  deferred  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Babboub  (the  Speaker)  was  ecually  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  as  now  modified  and 
as  originally  proposed.  If,  he  said,  the  House 
were  now  legislating  on  a  subject  on  which  it 
had  complete  power  unconnected  with  national 
law,  they  might  giv0  to  it  what  direction 
they  pleased.  But  the  power  of  any  nation  in 
relation  to  pirates  d^nds  on  the  doctrines  of 
the  law  of  nations.  We  cannot,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  B.,  by  legislating  here,  impart  any  power  to 
the  Executive  in  regard  to  this  subject  beyond 
what  is  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations.  He 
put  this  question  to  tiie  House:  The  President 
is  Oommander-in-Ohief  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States;  in  the  execution  of  any 
duty  in  which  he  is  to  call  the  Army  and  Navy 
into  action,  he  is  to  act  according  to  his  legiti- 
mate power.  If  the  subject  be  one  oi^  which 
the  legislation  of  Oongress  is  binding,  he  will 
follow  the  law.  If  the  subject  be  one  upon 
which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  the  rule  of 
conduct,  he  will  follow  that  Without  this 
Houfii!^  then,  deciding  the  question  of  the  law 
cf  nations,  it  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the  Execu 
tive  has  the  question  to  decide,  and  that  it  is 
one  on  which  this  House  ought  not  to  attempt 
a  decision.  With  regard  to  the  idea  of  pirates 
being  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  it,  and  on  the  great  highway  of 
nations  we  have  a  right  to  take  tiiem  and  deal 
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with  them  as  we  please.  Bnt  it  was  another 
question  how  far  we  have  a  right  to  pnrsne 
tnem  on  the  territory  of  another  and  a  friendly 

Sower.  As  to  die  idea  of  all  nations  being  al- 
es on  such  an  occasion,  the  gentleman  should 
recollect  that  there  are  no  allies  until  the  par- 
ties have  determined  to  make  war  togetner. 
All  nations  have  a  right  to  make  war;  but 
whether  they  will  actually  engage  in  it  is  a 
question  for  every  nation  to  determine  for  itself. 
The  argmnent  of  his  colleague  was,  therefore, 
Mr.  B.  said,  in  this  particular,  founded  on  a  pre- 
sumption which  dia  not  exist.  Without  having 
referred  to  the  books  on  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  to  be,  that  we  have  not  a 
right  to  enter  into  the  territory  of  any  neutral 
power  to  suppress  piracy,  at  least  untU  it  is  as- 
certained that  such  nation  has  consented  to  our 
doing  so.  Whatever  rule  we  apply,  it  ought  to 
be  recollected,  may, of  right  De  reciprocated 
upon  us;  and  ne  a&ed  the  gentleman  whether 
he  would  allow  any  foreign  power  to  land 
troops  on  our  shores,  or  march  through  our 
country,  on  the  plea  of  seekiog  for  pirates? 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  generally  his 
decided  objection  to  the  amendment 

Mr.  AsoHXB,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  all  parts 
of  the  amendment.  He  objected  to  it  on  sev- 
eral grounds;  among  which,  one  was,  that  it 
proposed  in  effect  to  divest  Congress  and  to 
ffive  to  the  Executive  the  power  to  make  war. 
Nor  was  this  all.  No  nation,  though  having  just 
cause  of  war,  has  a  right  to  make  war,  until  the 
grounds  of  the  war  have  been  submitted  to  the 
adversary  power,  and  the  demand  for  repara- 
tion of  &e  injury  has  been  found  unavailing. 
This  amendment,  however,  said  Mr.  A.,  goes  to 
give  the  Executive  the  power  to  make  war  in  a 
case,  in  which  even  we,  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  people,  could  not  have  the  power.  From 
mere  wantonness,  or  volition  of  any  officer,  un- 
der the  amendment,  war  might  be  made  on  the 
territories  of  Spain  or  any  other  power.  There  is 
no  such  power  even  in  us,  said  he ;  no  such  power 
could  be  given  to  us  by  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  and  we  could  not  confer  such  a  pow- 
er. We  have  been  told,  by  recent  advices  from 
Europe,  that  application  has  been  made  by  the 
British  Qovemment  to  that  of  Spain  for  the 
very  permission  to  pursue  the  pirates  which  is 
contemplated  by  thii  amendment.  Now,  Mr. 
A.  put  it  to  this  House,  whether  it  would  not 
only  give  power  to  the  Executive  to  make  war 
upon  a  foreign  nation,  but  also  authority  to  de- 
pute that  power,  whether  it  would  do  so,  with- 
out any  necessity  whatever,  when  we  know  too 
that  permission  has  been  obtained  by  another 
power,  from  that  foreign  power,  to  pursue  the 
pirates  on  its  territory,  and  may  be  obtained'for 
this  Government  also,  if  desired.  The  amend- 
ment he  considered,  therefore,  to  be  not  only 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  public  law, 
but  with  the  necessity  in  wmch  we  are  placed 
at  this  time,  &c. 

Mr.  OoLDBN  said,  referring  to  Mr.  Ei78tib's 
suggestion,  that  as  he  understood  the  bill,  no 


power  was  proposed  to  be  communicated  by  it 
to  the  Executive  which  the  Executive  does  not 
possess — ^not  power  which  he  is  not  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  as  an  authority  derived,  not  from  this 
House,  but  from  the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  0. 
adverted  to  the  phraseology  of  the  bill:  the 
only  thing  which  looked  like  giving  power  was 
that  sentence  which  defines  the  pim>oses  for 
which  the  force  about  to  be  created  is  to  bo 
employed.  Did  this  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
Executive  ?  Surely  not.  Whence  was  derived 
the  power  which  was  now  exercised  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  regard  to  piracy.  There  has  been  no 
law  passed  by  Congress  defining  piracy :  it  is 
under  the  law  of  nations  that  we  pursue  and 
ciq>ture  pirates.  Under  this  law  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  we  should  be  on  land  to  be  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  another  power.  We  are  in  his  ter- 
ritory when  within  the  limits  which  define  the 
extent  of  his  jurisdiction  over  the  sea,  vi2:  the 
distance  of  cannon  shot  (or  three  miles)  fr^m 
the  shore.  By  the  use  of  the  word  '^terri- 
tories," therefore,  no  power  was  intended  to  bo 
given  by  this  bill.  The  President  will  exercise 
the  same  power,  after  tiie  passage  of  this  bill, 
that  he  does  now,  and  to  the  same  degree,  un- 
der the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  0.  then  directed 
his  attention  to  the  amendment  which  was  now 
before  the  House.  It  proposed  to  extend  the 
power  of  the  Executive  beyond  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  would  be  so  far  nugatory.  Was  it 
possible  such  a  right  could  exist  as  was  there 
assumed?  Our  own  feelings  tell  us.  said  he, 
tiiat  this  right  can  be  no  part  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. That  law  is  founded  on  the  common 
feeling  and  the  common  consent  of  all  mankind ; 
and  it  would  be  at  once  acknowledged  on  reflec- 
tion, that  there  could  be  no  common  feeling  or 
common  consent  in  favor  of  such  a  provision. 
You  cannot  pursue  a  pirate  on  the  inhabited 
territory  or  m  the  towns  or  fortifications  of 
another  power;  but  still,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  do  not 
believe  tiie  law  of  nations  ties  up  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  in  pursuit  of  these  common  dep- 
redators, so  that  the  moment  they  put  their  foot 
on  the  territory  of  a  nation  in  amity  with  us, 
we  must  cease  to  follow  them.  Whatever  is 
the  power  in  this  respect,  however,  the  Pres- 
ident now  possesses  it  under  the  law  of  nations. 
The  modification  of  the  amendment,  Mr.  0. 
considered  worse  than  the  original  amend- 
ment because,  by  that  if  he  was  right,  an  un- 
just hmit  was  proposea  to  be  set  to  the  power 
of  the  Executive ;  for  it  would  be  easily  con- 
ceived that,  if  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
cruising  officer  to  ask  the  permission  there  re- 
ferred to,  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  armamenWibout  to  be  fitted 
out.  Mr.  0.  supposed  caseVto  show,  without 
theorizing,  its  practical  effect.  The  true  line  of 
right  in  mis  case,  was  so  plain,  it  might  be  said 
to  be  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on  the  hearts 
of  men,  and  might  be  thus  rendered :  You  shall 
not  pursue  these  pirates  on  my  territory  where 
I  have  a  force  sufficient  to  correct  them ;  by 
doing  BO,  you  violate  my  rights;  but  when  the 
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depredator  flies  into  that  part  of  my  territory 
where  I  cannot  exercise  authority,  you  may 
pursne  him.  So  that,  if  the  pirates  land  on  one 
of  the  keys  in  the  West  Indies,  can  any  one 
doubt  our  right  to  pursue  them,  whoever  claims 
dominion  of  the  naked  soil  t  The  simple  object 
of  this  bill  was,  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive the  means  of  executing  the  laws  of  na- 
tions with  regard  to  pirates,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  pass  without  amendment 

Mr.  Tbimblb.  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not 
know  but  he  should  be  disposed  to  legislate  to 
the  utmost  verge  of  the  powers  of  this  House 
for  the  suppression  of  piracy ;  but  he  was  not 
perfectly  satisfied  what  that  verge  was,  or  that 
this  committee  was  at  this  moment  well  ad- 
vised of  it  He  thought  himself  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country  was  concerned  in  the  passage 
of  any  legislative  act  which  may  in  itself  violate 
national  law.  He  did  not  say  that  any  propo- 
sition now  before  the  House  did  so.  He  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stood ;  but  he 
thought  it  advisable  that  more  time  should  be 
taken  to  consider  its  provisions — ^that  it  might 
be  voted  upon  on  Monday  with  more  fixed  opin- 
ions than  gentlemen  appeared  now  to  entertain. 
The  law  of  nations,  he  said,  was  not  very  occult ; 
but  whilst  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law  had,  in 
this  debate,  differed  in  opinion  as  to  what  the 
law  is,  was  it  not  due  to  the  character  of  the 
House  and  the  nation  to  take  care,  whilst  legis- 
lating to  the  very  verge  of  its  powers,  they  did 
not  go  beyond  that  point  He  proposed,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  in 
its  original  form  (as  given  in  the  beginning  of 
the  debate)  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  passed 
without  a  division,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  theP 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

A^oumed  to  Monday. 

MoKDAT,  December  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  BvoHANAN,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Lieuterumt  Pierce. 
Mr.  Fabbkllt  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

BucHted,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affliin  be 
isfltmcted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
some  provision  for  the  support  of  the  widow  and  child 
of  Lieutenant  Geoige  Pierce,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  lately  dufl  of  the  yellow  fever,  contracted 
on  board  of  the  frigate  Macedonia,  when  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  oonntry. 

Mr.  Fabbelly  accompanied  this  motion  with 
A  few  observations.  It  was,  he  conceived,  of  a 
nature  analogous  to  that  adopted  the  other  day, 
proposing  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
mother  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Alien.  It  was 
.trnei  he  said,  that  Lieutenant  Pierce  did  not 
fall  m  battle,  but  he  lost  his  life  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  pursuing  the  common  enemy  of 
all  nations  into  a  pestuential  climate.    Mr.  F. 


said  it  was  his  fortune  to  know  Lieutenant 
Pierce  when  on  service  at  Erie,  where  he  was 
distinguished  for  the  strictness  of  his  discipline, 
and  for  every  trait  which  distinguishes  a  gentle- 
man,  which  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew 
him.  His  wife  (whom  he  married  at  Erie)  and 
his  child  were  now,  he  understood,  in  Virginia, 
without  even  means  of  returning  to  the  place 
of  her  nativity.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
which  made  the  duty  to  provide  for  the  family 
of  the  deceased  less  incumbent  than  it  would 
have  been  had  he  fallen  by  the  hands  of  the 
robbers  whom  he  was  in  pursuit  of,  in  which 
case,  by  the  existing  provisions  of  our  laws,  his 
family  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  pension,  dso. 
The  question  was  taken,  without  further  de- 
bate, on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  a  small  majority — 67  votes 
to  54, 


TuKSDAT,  December  17. 
Reward  for  Ccmtwrivvg  Pirates, 
Mr.  OoLDKS  presented  a  memorial  of  Lawrence 
Kearney,  commander  of  the  United  States  brig 
of  war  "  Enterprise,"  on  behalf  of  himself  the 
officers,  and  crew,  of  said  brig,  setting  forth,  that., 
in  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Departr 
ment,  he  captured  in  the  month  of  October,  1821, 
five  piratical  vessels,  with  two  of  tiieir  prizes ; 
that  he  destroyed  two  of  the  piratical  vessels, 
and  with  the  remaining  three  and  the  two  prizes 
arrived  in  the  port  of  Oharleston,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  the  former  were  libelled  for  condem- 
nation, and  the  latter  for  salvage;  that  the  con- 
demnation took  place,  and  the  claim  for  salvage 
was  allowed,  but  that  the  costs  of  prosecution 
were  so  enormous  as  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  dollars  more  than  was  received 
for  the  sale  of  the  prizes,  which  deficiency  he 
has  been  compelled  to  pay ;  and  that  the  costs 
of  prosecuting  the  clfum  for  salvage  amount  to 
almost  as  much  as  the  proceeds  of  said  clum. 
leaving  but  a  small  balance  to  be  distributed 
among  his  crew  as  prize-money;  that  tiie  mer- 
chandise libelled  for  salvage  paid  upwards  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  duties  into  the  Treasury, 
and  praying  that  such  part  of  said  duties  may  be 
refunded  as  will  moke  a  reasonable  compeusation 
to  himself,  his  officers,  and  crew,  for  the  risk  and 
trouble  they  have  had  in  the  capture  aforesaid. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

JSesignatian  of  O&n,  Samuel  Smithy  o/Md, 
The  Spbakeb  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letter,  to  wit: 

WAsamoTON,  Dec,  17,  1822. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have 
been  appointed  a  Senator  to  represent  the  State  of 
Maryland  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
oonaeqnence  do  resign  my  seat  in  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

S.  SMITH. 
Hon.  PHiiiiP  P.  Babboub^ 

Speaker  of  the  Route  ofRept, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letter  do  lie  on  the 
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table,  and  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  di- 
rected to  oonnnunioate  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Smith  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

IHibur^ement  <^  Puhlie  Money. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  conoeming  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  moneys,"  (forbidding  advances  on 
contracts,)  was  read  a  tmrd  time ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  ''  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  NxwToir,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  bill,  for  reasons  which  he  would  briefly 
state.  The  present  system  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  two  and  thirty  years,  and  had  been 
amended,  from  time  to  time,  until  it  had  been 
made  such  as  to  compel  those  who  had  the  dis- 
bursement of  public  money  to  account  for  it 
promptly.  He  believed,  he  said,  notwithstanding 
a  considerable  noise  had  been  mftde  about  the 
loss  of  public  money  in  its  collection  and  dis- 
bursement, it  would  be  found,  when  the  subject 
^88  fairly  considered,  and  all  the  facts  fully 
known,  that  the  total  amount  of  losses,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Grovemment,  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  about  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  In  the  port  of  New  York,  in 
which  most  of  the  duties  on  imports  were  col- 
lected, he  did  not  know  that  the  total  loss  would 
amount  to  $600,000.  Mr.  N.  was  satisfied,  he 
said,  that  the  Government  isgoing  on  extremely 
well ;  that  tiie  accounting  officers  are  extremely 
vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty ;  that  all 
those  into  whose  hands  the  public  money  goes, 
are  called  strictly  to  account  for  its  expenditure. 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  pass  new  laws  upon  the 
subject?  Things  are  going  on  very  well;  let 
us  be  satisfied  with  them  as  they  are.  Mr.  N. 
said  he  believed  that  the  greatest  curse  which 
could  befall  a  republican  people  was  the  multi- 
plication of  unnecessary  laws.  Besides  this  gene- 
ral objection,  however,  he  had  other  serious  ob- 
jections to  this  bill.  The  bill  provides  that  no 
money  shall  be  advanced  to  contractors  but  for 
articles  furnished,  the  value  of  which  shall  be 
ascertained,  and  for  services  actually  rendered. 
Then  comes  a  proviso,  authorizing  the  officers 
of  Government  to  make  advances  when  they 
think  them  necessary  to  the  public  service.  Thus, 
Mr.  N.  said,  the  proviso  neutralizes  the  enact- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  leaves  things  exactiy  as 
they  now  are.  But  suppose  it  does  not  leave 
things  as  they  are.  By  excluding  advances  you 
put  an  end  at  once  to  competition,  by  which  the 
public  interest  is  so  much  consulted.  Your  most 
valui^e  citizens  are  at  once  excluded  from  en- 
gaging in  the  business  of  supply  for  the  public 
service.  The  wealth  of  the  mechanics  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  N.  said,  consists  in  their  hon- 
esty and  tiieir  enterprise ;  they  have  no  other 
capitaL  They  cannot  make  contracts,  if  you  for- 
bid advances  to  them.  By  doing  so,  you  throw 
the  business  of  contracts  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
men  who  have  capital,  and  who  will  make  the 
Government  pay  as  high  as  possible  for  that 
they  furnish.  So  far  from  producing  the  delight- 
ful system  of  economy  wnich  the  supporters  of 
the  bill  imaginci  it  will  produce  the  opposite 


effect,  of  prodigality,  and,  in  addition,  will  be  a 
proscription  of  a  large  class  of  our  fellow-citi- 
aens.  This,  however,  was  not  his  only  objection 
to  l^e  bilL  This  House,  he  said,  was  the  Grand 
Inquest  of  the  nation,  whose  bunness  it  was  to 
arrest  and  punish  usurpations  of  power.  But 
the  House  was  about  itself  to  usurp  power,  in 
dimnissing  persons  fh>m  public  offices  by  law, 
(on  their  fiiilure  periodically  to  settie  their  ac- 
counts; &c.)  This,  Mr.  N.  said,  was  an  Executive 
power ;  it  was  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
President.  K  he  do  not  do  his  duty  in  removing 
from  offiice  those  who  may  neglect  their  duly,  he 
is  amenable  to  this  House  for  his  misconduct. 
For  these,  and  other  reasons,  whieh  he  would 
notffttigue  the  House  by  stating,  Mr.  N.  believed 
that  the  bill  was  unnecessary  and  ought  not  to 
pass,  and  should  give  it  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said  that  to  the  whole  of  the  ob- 
jections adduced  by  his  colleague  to  this  bill,  it 
would  be  a  sufficient  answer,  perhaps,  that  the 
present  practice  in  the  Government  approached 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  system  proposed  in 
this  bill.  Khis  arguments,  therefore,  were  well 
founded,  they  formed  no. objection  to  the  biU; 
inasmudi  as,  that  what  was  now  practice  in  the 
Government  could  not  be  worse  if  it  were  made 
law.  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  yestenlay  read  to  the  House,  from 
whidii  it  appeared  that  that  Department  had 
found  it  necessary  to  bring  the  public  business 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  system  proposed  by 
this  bilL  Mr.  B.  had  farther  understood  in 
conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  it 
was  desirable  that  the  ^stem  now  established 
in  practice  should  be  fixed  and  made  permanent 
by  a  legislative  act;  because  every  new  officer 
coming  into  the  Grovemment,  unapprised  and 
unacquainted  with  the  difficulties  of  this  sort 
Vhich  he  would  have  to  encounter  under  the 
former  system  of  advances,  ^;,  was  thrown, 
before  he  knew  it,  into  the  very  vortex  of  them. 
Was  not  this,  Mr.  B.  asked,  a  demonstrable  ar- 

Cent  in  favor  of  this  bill  and  asainst  his  col- 
_  ae  ?  Mr.  B.  quoted  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  to  show  the  quantities  of  public 
money  which  were  at  one  time  in  the  hands  of 
public  agents.  Are  the  moneys  of  the  country, 
said  he,  to  be  thus  thrown  abroad,  subject  only 
to  the  accountability  of  individuals?  Was  this 
necessary  f  Could  not  Government  be  support- 
ed but  on  principles  fraught  with  destruction 
to  the  public  interest?  And  if  there  be  an  in- 
dividual who  is  benefited  by  profligacy  in  the 
public  expenditure,  is  that  a  reason  why  this 
bill  shoula  not  pass?  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  his 
colleague  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  would 
support  the  principle  that  any  individusl  in  the 
Government,  let  his  situation  be  what  it  will,  is 
to  be  sustained  at  the  public  expense.  Mr.  B. 
defended  the  bill  from  the  charge  of  partiality. 
The  causes  of  discrimination  between  persons 
seekinff  contracts  are,  said  Mr.  B.,  beyond  our 
control.  Did  the  gentieman  suppose  the  Gov- 
ernment was  to  make  contracts  with  persons 
who  are  paupers,  and  put  large  sums  into  thmr 
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hands,  relying  upon  their  aooonntahllitjf  The 
gentlenian  wonld  be  himself  one  of  the  first  to 
bkme  the  Goyemment  for  doing  so.  This  bill, 
besides,  Mr.  B.  said,  would  save  the  pnblic 
money  from  being  lost,  and,  from  what  appeared 
from  the  President's  Message,  it  was  hign  time 
some  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  farther  dilap- 
idation of  the  pnblic  money.  Mr.  B.  took  far- 
ther views  of  the  sabjeot,  of  the  same  import 
with  the  preceding.  He  narticalarlv  denied 
that  the  bill  bore  on  the  less  wefilthy  more 
severely  than  on  others,  inasmach  as  their  con- 
tracts, he  urged,  wonld  give  them  credit  for  as 
mnoh  money  as  was  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  comply  with  them.  And  with  regard  to 
nsurpation,  which  had  been  charged  npon  the 
bill,  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  supposed  the  very  es- 
sence of  legislation  to  be  to  lay  down  general 
rales  under  which  those  who  perform  tiieEx* 
ecutive  fonctions  are  to  act  If  the  Legislatore 
were  cut  off  from  this  authority,  the  Executive 
was  supreme  as  to  every  thing  relatii^  to  public 
offices,  and  no  act  of  Confess  could  affact  him, 
which  was  a  doctrine  which  he  presumed  the 
House,  would  not  sustain,  &c. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  by  a  hurge  minority, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Georgia  and  the  United  Statee. 

The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  articles 
of  cession  and  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  G^r^ia,  as  affected  by 
the  Greek  and  Cherokee  treaties. 

The  resolutions  are  in  the  following  words: 

Retolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaentaiivea 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  m  Congress  assem- 
hied,  That  io  much  of  the  above  treaties  as  pretends 
to  grant  to^l^e  Indians  fee-«mple  tides  to  lands  widi- 
in  the  limits  of  Geoigia,  is  a  violation  of  the  sover- 
eign rights  of  that  State. 

%,  Betohod,  That  so  mnch  of  the  said  treaties  as 
porports  to  grant  to  the  Indians  the  ri^t  of  citizen- 
ship,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Congress. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  som  of  — -  b^  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  titles  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

4.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  treaty,  made 
the  27th  of  February,  1819,  as  directs  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to 
be  vested  in  some  public  stock,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  does  not  acoord 
with  the  general  policy  of  this  Government,  and  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  pnblio  property  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Tathtaix,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  three  of  these  resolutions,  and  insert  in 
lien  thereof  the  following : 

1.  Resdved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  (^Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  m  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  so  much  of  the  several  treaties,  made 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  and  Chero- 


kee Indians,  as  provides  for  resenres  to  the  Indians^ 
of  lands  in  fee  simple,  within  the  territory*  ceded  to 
Georgia,  is  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  sovereign 
rights  of  that  State,  and  is  in  direct  violation  of  t£e 
^'artioles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,"  concluded 
on  the  24th  of  Anril,  1802. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that 
an  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress,  of  a  sum, 
adequate  to  the  extinction  of  the  Ii^an  titie,  to  the 
**  reserves  "embraced  within  the  treaties  above  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  TATTNiXL  said  it  was  not  his  intention, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  was  that  of  his  colleagues, 
to  detain  the  attention  of  this  House  by  remarks 
upon  this  subject.  It  had  been  so  ftdly  discnsB- 
ed  at  the  last  session  by  one  of  his  colleagues, 
and  the  views  which  he  had  taken  of  it  had  been 
so  decidedly  supported  by  the  vote  of  this  House 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  refer- 
red to  in  the  third  resolution,  he  should  say  no 
more  on  the  subject  now,  than  that  the  resolu- 
tions now  submitted  were  a  mere  modificatipn 
of  those  for  which  he  proposed  to  substitute 
them.  The  only  subject  involved  was  that  of 
the  lands  reserved  to  the  Indians  in  fee  simple. 
It  would  be  remembered  by  all,  that,  by  the 
articles  of  cession  and  agreement  of  1802,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Georgia,  it  became 
obligatory  on  the  United  States  to  extinguish 
the  fee  simple,  as  well  as  the  national  rights  of 
the  Indians.  Through  the  inadvertence  of  those 
who  were  authoriz^  to  make  the  treaties  in 
question,  or  from  some  other  cause,  among  other 
provisions,  certain  reserves  in  fee  simple  were 
made  to  pajrticular  Indians.  The  consequence 
of  this  was,  a  state  of  things  perfectly  unparal- 
leled. For  it  was  a  fact  that  it  was  now  a 
question  agitated  in  the  courts  of  Georgia 
whether  there  existed  over  those  reservations, 
at  this  moment  any  national  jurisdiction  what- 
soever. According  to  his  view  of  the  matter,  Mr. 
T.  siiid,  these  spots  are  not  at  present  subject  to 
any  national  lurisdiction  whatsoever.  These 
resolutions  called  upon  the  House  simply  to  en- 
force the  agreement  between  -the  United  States 
and  Georgia — ^to  recognize  the  principle  that  an 
appropriation  ought  to  be  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  amount  of  it  would  be  a  matter  to  be  settled 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wood  professed  himself  to  be  in  want  of 
some  further  information  than  he  now  had  on 
this  subject.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
amount  involved  in  these  reservations,  &o.  He 
suggested,  also,  that,  as  the  first  resolution  was 
merely  an  abstract  declaration,  which  could 
have  no  legal  effect,  it  was  calculated  to  embar- 
rass the  House  without  any  correspondent  ad- 
vantage to  the  State  of  Georgia,  &c.  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  moving,  in  order  to  allow  further 
time  to  examine  the  subject,  that  the  committee 
now  rise  and  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Tattnall  said  he  was  not  tenacious  as  to 
the  first  resolution.  But^  when  monev  was 
asked  to  be  appropriated,  there  appeared  to  be 
a  propriety  in  statmg  the  grounds  oi  the  aj^ro* 
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priation.  But,  said  he,  give  ns  the  money,  if 
the  House  choose,  and  we  will  relinquish  the 
declaration.  Give  us  justice,  and  we  care 
nothing  ahout  resolutions.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had 
no  objection  to  giving  further  time  for  consid- 
eration, being  well  assured  that,  when  well 
understood,  these  resolutions  woidd  not  meet 
with  the  least  objection. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  upon  the  subject. 

The  bill  to  authorize  certain  persons  in  Mis- 
souri to  try  the  titles  to  their  lands,  was  next  in 
order,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Banxik,  was  re- 
conmiitted  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands. 

Occupation  of  Columbia  Rvoer, 
The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia River,  and  the  House  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 
Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that 
after  the  labor  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
this  subject  by  the  Committee  on  the  Occupation 
of  the  Columbia  Kiver,  and  the  long  report 
which  they  had  presented  to  the  House,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  he  should  say  much  that 
was  new  or  interesting  in  support  of  the  bill : 
all  that  he  desired  was  to  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  short  time,  until  he  offered  a 
few  &ct8  which  were  in  his  possession,  and  such 
reflections  as  had  presented  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  the  measure. 

I  know,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  much  has  been  said 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia,  or 
Oregon,  and  that  the  measure  has  been  by  some 
called  fancifd,  and  I  a  bold  projector;  against 
which  in  the  outset  I  must  protest,  as  I  have 
always  conceived  person^  of  that  character  to 
be  often  governed  by  motives  other  than  the 
good  of  their  country,  though  the  nation  may 
sometimes  even  be  benefited  by  them.  I  hope, 
however,  to  show  in  this  that  benefits  will  result 
to  the  public;  and  at  most  it  is  only  acting 
promptly,  under  precisely  the  same  principle 
which  has  directed  the  progress  of  population 
from  the  moment  the  English  first  landed  in 
Virginia,  until  it  has  penetrated  far  into  the 
bosom  of  the  forest.  I  will,  in  the  first  place, 
notice  its  course. 

The  first  charter  granted  to  Virginia,  by  King 
James  the  First  of  England,  bears  date  the  10th 
of  April,  1606,  which  limits  the  settlements  to 
one  hundred  miles.  In  his  subsequent  charters 
the  boundary  is  extended.  But,  some  time  af- 
ter that,  the  authority  of  the  crown  was  used 
to  prevent  any  settlement  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountain ;  which  proved  to  be  altogether 
a  fruitless  attempt,  as  (to  use  the  words  of  the 
celebrated  Voltaire)  "  the  ball  of  empire  was 
rolling  to  the  West; ''  no  power  of  government 
could  resist  its  progress. 

Tennessee,  I  believe,  was  settled  contrary  to 
the  command  of  Government;  and  Governor 
Sevier,  a  gentleman  of  great  enterprise,  high 
integrity  and  honor,  was  even  outlawed  for 


having  the  temerity  to  go  beyond  the  limits  as- 
signed to  the  people  by  their  Government.  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  that  State,  but  I  see  enough  of  her  intelligent 
members  to  correct  me  if  I  am  in  an  error. 

Kentucky,  it  is  true,  was  afterwards  settled 
by  Virginia,  but  her  citizens  occupied  the  coun- 
try at  Qieir  own  hazard,  maintained  it  by  their 
own  wars,  and  brought  it  to  its  present  state  ^ 
grandeur  and  improvement.  A  more  recent 
example  is  afforded  us  in  the  settlement  of 
Boon^s  lick — ^the  finest,  fairest,  and  most  fer- 
tile part  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Individual 
enterprise  sought  that  country,  and  occupied  it 
contrary  to  the  wishes  and  authority  of  this 
Government.  Of  this  fact  I  have  not  tiie  proof^ 
but  have  not  heard  the  charge  denied.  Thus  it 
is  with  those  who  hold  authority,  whether  Be- 
publican,  Imperial,  or  Boyal;  all  take  upon 
themselves  the  exclusive  privilege  of  thinking 
for  the  people ;  of  checking  the  progress  of 
population  in  one  direction,  and  fixing  bounda- 
ries to  it  in  another,  beyond  which  they  are  not 
permitted  to  pa^s; — all  must  quadrate  with  the 
Executive  notion  of  military  defence.  This  dis- 
position of  Government  checked,  but  the  flood 
rolled  slowly  onward — *^  the  ball  of  empire  "  is 
indeed  "  rolling  to  the  West." 

In  the  year  1755  the  population  of  Virginia 
had  spread  three  hundred  miles  into  the  interior 
of  the  country,  comprising  a  period  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  years.  From  the  year  1755 
to  the  year  1779,  owing  perhaps  to  the  war,  no 
great  change  was  visible  in  the  western  fron- 
tiei:i  At  this  period  the  western  country  be- 
gan to  be  inhabited;  and  down  to  the  year 
1822,  comprising  a  period  of  forty-three  years, 
we  find  that  the  population  has  spread  over  the 
country  to  the  distance  of  one  thousand  and 
forty-one  miles.  The  war  of  the  Bevolution 
put  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people ;  they 
were  not  disposed  to  be  kept  crammed  on  sterile 
soil,  because  the  military  aspect  of  the  country 
would  better  please  the  notions  of  their  op- 
pressors. Every  man  had  a  right,  by  our  prin- 
ciples, to  "seek  his  own  happiness  in  his  own 
way ; "  and  the  mandates  which  would  have 
kept  Boon's  lick  a  wilderness  were  disregard- 
ed. This  short  space  of  time  is  less  than  the 
life  of  many  individuals  in  this  House.  This  is 
not ''  a  tale  of  the  times  of  old ; "  it  has  taken 
place  in  our  own  day.  There  are  strong  proofs 
that  the  people  perceive  their  own  interests  long 
before  the  Government  can  be  prevailed  upon 
to  relinquish  to  them  the  privilege  of  acting. 

The  settlement  on  the  Oregon,  aa  contem- 
plated by  this  bill,  connecting  the  trade  of  that 
river  and  coast  witii  the  Missouri  and  the  Missia- 
sippi,  is  to  open  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  ship- 
ping interests  and  the  western  country,  sur- 
passing the  hopes  even  of  avarice  itself.  It 
consists  principally  of  things  which  will  pur- 
chase the  manufactures  and  products  of  China 
at  a  better  profit  than  gold  and  silver ;  and  if 
that  attention  is  bestowed  upon  the  country  to 
which  its  value  and  position  entitle  it,  it  will 
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yield  a  profit,  prodaoing  more  wealth  to  the 
nation  tluin  all  the  Bbipments  which  have  ever 
in  anj  one  year  been  made  to  Canton  from  the 
United  States. 

These  three  magnificent  rivers  water  a  tract 
of  country  where  tiie  best  ftmi  in  America  are 
taken,  of  three  thousand  miles  in  extent,  spread- 
ing from  the  forty-second  to  the  forty-ninth  de- 
gree of  north  latitude.  Bat  as  the  convention 
of  London,  entered  into  on  the  20th  October, 
1818,  does  not  extend  beyond  the  Rocky  momi- 
tain,  the  claim  of  tlie  United  States  is  believed 
to  bd  much  broader  on  that  side,  comprehend- 
ing Uie  most  yaloable  copper  mines  on  the  Oon- 
tinent — so  pure  that  the  natives  form  their 
ntensils  and  their  ornaments  of  it  without  dif- 
ficolty,  and  it  is  to  be  had  in  profose  abun- 
dance. 

Most  of  the  hunting  ground  on  the  Missouri 
has  been  for  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  traders;  and,  xmtil  within  a  few  years, 
that  of  the  Mississippi  was  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, and  so  entirely  have  they  been  convinced 
of  its  importance  that  no  expedient  was  left 
untried  to  secure  the  prize.  They  have  ad- 
yanced  isx  into  the  interior,  to  make  their  es- 
tablishment, and  resorted  to  every  means  in 
their  power  to  impress  the  Indians  with  unfa- 
vorable opinions  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  which  the  paltry  peddling  factory  sys- 
tem, with  all  its  knavery,  was  well  calculated  to 
fa.  on  their  minds.  Under  all  the  disadvan- 
tages which  the  American  trader  had  to  labor, 
encountering  the  hostility  of  the  English,  and 
stiU  greater  hostility  of  our  factory  system, 
there  was  produced  from  the  Mississippi  trade 
with  the  Indians^  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  and  from  the  Mis- 
souri below  tlie  Mandan  villages,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
The  capital  which  produced  this  result  was 
small,  and  composed  of  things  of  little  value : 
\lf  opening,  too,  a  trade  far  into  tiie  interior, 
conducted  by  enterprising  individuals,  you  pro- 
duce a  corresponding  mfluence,  which  will 
strongly  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good 
understanding  which  now  exists  with  the  In- 
dians. They  are  a  proud,  high-spirited  people ; 
when  once  deceived  are  rarely  reconciled ;  but 
as  the  trader^s  safety,  his  life,  and  his  hope  of 
gain,  and  prospect  of  success,  depends  upon  his 
influence  with  them,  and  the  exbtence  and  con- 
tinuance of  peace,  you  have  the  strongest  pos- 
sible assurance  from  him,  to  cultivate  a  good 
understanding  with  them :  and  in  this  way  you 
will  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers  more  ef- 
fectually than  by  ail  the  laws  you  can  pass.  In 
war  the  trader  is  always  plundered,  and  mur- 
dered :  the  more  wealth  he  has,  the  less  his 
chance  of  escape. 

I  will,  Mr.  Chiurman,  in  this  place,  take  some 
notice  of  the  value  of  this  trade  in  the  hands 
of  the  English,  when  it  has  been  encouraged 
and  attended  to— what  a  contrast!  with  the 
finest  rivers  in  America,  and  almost  all  the  fur 
districts^  we  have  reaped  but  a  scanty  benefit 


from  a  trade,  capable  of  enriching  an  empire. 
Wliilst  ours  has  yielded  us  only  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars  annually; 
theirs  has  amounted  to  millions  for  export  In 
the  year  1808,  there  were  exported  from  Que- 
bec alone,  the  skins  of  650^,729  quadrupeds, 
93,778  of  which  were  of  the  beaver.  A  re- 
spectable and  intelligent  hatter  of  Washington 
City  gives  the  following  as  the  price  here :  Bea- 
ver, first  quality,  $5  to  $6  per  pound ;  a  skin 
will  weigh  from  three-fourths  of  a  pound,  to 
one  pound  and  a  half;  muskrats,  from  45  to  65 
cents  per  skin ;  raccoons  65  cents  per  skin.  For 
the  year  1820, 1  have  only  the  notice  taken  of 
the  trade  of  Canada  by  a  New  York  paper ;  it 
bears  all  the  marks  of  an  oflloial  document,  and, 
I  think,  may  be  safely  relied  upon.  It  makes 
this  statement:  Notwithstanding  the  general 
depression  of  trade,  the  conmierce  of  Lower 
Canada  seems  to  be  prosperous,  and,  from  a  list 
of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year  1820,  we 
bondude  the  colony  is  gradually  becoming  a 
yery  important  and  valuable  addition  to  the 
British  Crown.  In  the  last  year  585  vessels, 
147,754  tons,  and  6,767  men,  entered  the  port 
of  Quebec,  bringing  wine  and  spirituous  liq- 
uors, sugar,  coffee,  and  tobacco,  with  other  ar- 
ticles, amounting  to  1,165,993  pounds,  Halifiix 
currency,  four  dollars  to  the  pound :  exporting 
timber  of  all  kinds,  ashes,  grain,  fish-oil,  furs, 
peltries,  ^.,  to  the  amount  of  £790,521,  exclu- 
sive of  the  furs  and  peltries,  which  is  estimated 
at  one  miUion  of  dollars.  This  year  there  were 
exported  106,617  martin  skins,  57,192  beaver, 
86,116  muskrat  with  various  other  skins,  be- 
sides casks  and  kegs  of  castorum.  For  tiie 
year  1821, 1  hold  in  my  hand  an  oflScial  state- 
ment of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Quebec. 
In  that  year  there  were  exported  the  skins  of 
164,880  quadrupeds,  of  which  there  were 
75,562  martins,  which,  I  am  informed,  were 
worth  at  a  low  estimate,  $188,805 ;  there  were 
also  66,080  beaver  skins.  For  this  official  pa- 
per, I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a  gentle- 
man whose  integrity,  personal  worth,  and  sound 
understanding,  are  well  known  to  this  House, 
of  which  he  was  lately  a  member.  I  allude  to 
Mr.  Ezra  Meech,  of  Shelbum.  In  his  letter  to 
me,  of  the  20th  of  January,  1822,  he  makes 
this  statement:  *^The  exports  of  furs  is  about 
one-half  less  in  1821  than  in  1820.  Since  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  NorUiwest 
have  united,  the  furs  are  mostiy  exported  from 
Hudson's  Bay ;  in  future  nearly  the  whole  will 
go  fh>m  that  place.  The  furs  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated at  less,  from  both  places,  tluui  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually." 

How  valuable,  then,  must  that  trade  be,  which 
can  export  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of 
dollars,  after  supplying  all  the  demands  at  home, 
which,  from  the  habits  of  the  people  and  the 
length  and  severity  of  tiieir  winters,  we  must 
suppose  to  be  very  greati 

There  is,  in  contemplating  this  trade,  some- 
thing to  encourage  us,  but  much  to  humble  our 
boasted  spirit  of  enterprise.    We  have  no  ex- 
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ports  from  these  rivers  worth  recarriiig  to,  and 
the  sapply  is  but  small  in  amount  for  home 
oonsnniption.  Whilst  we  might  trade  through 
long,  deep  rivers  without  interruption  or  diflScS- 
ty,  from  8t.  Louis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon, 
or  Oolnmbia,  the  British  take  their  goods  with 
difficulty  through  more  than  sixty  lakes,  and 
numerous  rivers.  Their  means  of  transporta- 
tion are  bark  canoes :  the  rivers  through  which 
they  pass  are  interrupted  in  at  least  a  hundred 
places  by  falls  and  rapids,  and  over  one  hundred 
and  thirty  pl&ces  the -trader  has  to  carry  both 
his  canoe  and  cargo  on  his  back.  Moreover,  it 
is  three  years  before  their  complete  circle  of 
trade  can  be  made:  whereas,  in  the  United 
States,  the  results  occur  from  the  May  of  one 
year  until  the  September  of  the  year  following. 
Yet  do  we  wonder  at  their  wealth,  and  pause 
at  fancied  difficulties.  This  is  the  trade  I  would 
turn  to  the  Oregon,  and  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river  make  the  shipments,  and  return  with  the 
rich  exchange  to  our  Atlantic  cities,  and  save 
much  of  the  gold  and  silver  which  is  now  sink- 
ing in  Asia — ^according  to  the  opinion  of  some, 
never  to  return. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  presentlv  be 
able  to  show  that,  were  this  trade  cheristied, 
and  pursued  in  connection,  with  our  whale  fish- 
eries, we  could  purchase  the  whole  supplies  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Oanton  market,  with- 
out carrying  one  dollar  out  of  the  country. 
Other  benefits  would  be  gained  as  important  to 
the  republic  as  the  trade  itself.  This  would 
•  become  the  school  in  which  to  bring  up  our 
seamen ;  and  every  vovage  would  add  many  to 
the  list  of  sailors,  ready,  in  war,  to  defend  the 
rights  of  the  nation :  a  single  voyage  into  those 
seas  would  be  sufficient  to  make  them  seamen ; 
and,  in  any  future  emeiigency,  they  would  sup- 
port the  well-earned  character  of  the  navy.  It 
was  these  hardy  sons  of  the  sea,  who  had  been 
nursed  in  the  fisheries  and  the  whale  trade,  who 
first,  during  the  late  war,  shed  a  blaze  of  glory 
over  the  arms  of  this  nation,  and  taught  the 
British  lion  to  crouch  to  the  banners  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  principal  part  of  the  whale  ships  are 
owned  in  New  Bedford  and  Nantucket ;  and  in 
point  of  real  value,  is  second  alone  to  the  fur 
trade.  Here  there  is  some  capital  vested  in  the 
purchase  of  a  ship,  which  is  often  from  three 
to  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  of  the  best 
workmanship ;  the  active  capital  is  the  labor  of 
the  hands  in  taking  the  whale,  with  the  profit 
they  make  on  articles  of  hardware,  which  is 
taken  on  board  to  trade  with  the  Indians  on 
our  western  coast;  the  return  is  great^  and 
ought  to  be  considered  created  rather  than  the 
gain  of  commerce. 

Formerly,  the  finest  whales  were  taken  on 
the  coast  of  South  America ;  but  now,  the  fish- 
ing ground  is  off  the  Columbia  River.  At  that 
pomt,  and  northward,  is  likewise  the  place  most 
resorted  to  for  takmg  the  sea  otter,  which  is 
here  most  abundant,  and  of  the  finest  kind. 
These  enterprising  seamen  observed,  with  the 


eyes  of  a  lynx,  all  the  avenues  to  gain,  and  have 
found  a  profit  in  cutting  timber  on  the  Colum- 
bia River,  and  shipping  it  to  Chili  and  Peru. 
This  trade,  at  no  distant  day,  is  destined  to  em- 
ploy many  individuals,  and  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  wealth  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

In  order  to  give  as  short  and  hasty  a  sketch 
of  the  whale  trade  as  possible,  as  it  has  been 
pursued  for  some  years  on  that  coast,  I  will  only 
recur  to  the  voyages  made  in  the  years  1819  and 
1820:  the  lateness  of  the  hour  will  induce  me 
to  be  brief. 

From  New  Bedfprd  there  sailed  this  year  fif- 
teen ships,  seven  brigs,  and  one  sloop;  they 
numbered  five  tliousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  tons,  and  were  navigated  by  four 
hundred  and  sixteen  seamen.  One  cargo  of 
sperm  oil,  in  this  year,  amounted  to  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  sixty-four  barrels; 
whale  oil  was  also  brought  in  to  the  amount  of 
one  thousand  and  seventy-two  barrels,  sperm 
seven  hundred  and  thirty -three,  in  anotner. 
^  From  Nantucket,  there  went  out  this  vear 
seventy-five  ships,  amounting  to  eighteen  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  tons,  navi- 
gated by  one  thousand  tiiree  hundr^  and  fif- 
teen seamen;  seven  brigs,  amounting  to  nine 
hundred  and  eightv-nine  tons,  having  on  board 
one  hundred  and  three  seamen;  two  schoonera^ 
measuring  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  tona, 
with  twenty-eight  seamen;  and  one  sloop,  of 
eighty-two  tons,  with  fourteen  seamen ; — ^mak- 
ing eighty-five  vessels,  twenty  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  tons,  and  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty  seamen.  Other  vessels, 
I  am  informed,  have  every  year  been  added  to 
the  number  of  those  engaged  in  that  trade. 
One  brig  and  &y&  ships,  the  year  following,  fol- 
lowed to  the  Pacific,  navigated  by  one  hundred 
'and  fourteen  seamen ;  and  we  sometimes  find  a 
vessel  out  in  this  trade  three  years,  before  she 
returns.  Why  is  it  not  cherished?  What  can 
be  better  calculated  to  produce  seamen? 

From  a  memorandum  which  I  hold  in  i^ 
hand,  presented  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  last 
Congress,  it  appears  that  Nantucket  is  believed 
to  be  interested  in  this  trade,  to  the  amount  of 
four  millions  of  dollarsL  and  New  Bedford  two 
millions  of  dollars.  Tnis  trade,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, employs  more  tonnage,  and  a  mudi 
greater  number  of  seamen,  ihaxk  the  Canton 
trade,  which  has  been  so  prized  by  the  rich 
merchant. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  take  some  notice 
of  the  China  market,  where  we  procure  many 
of  our  supplies.  It  has  been  severely  remarked 
upon,  throughout  the  country,  more  particn- 
l^ly  by  those  engaged  in  the  European  trade, 
and  even  in  this  Bouse,  no  very  favorable  im- 
pressions of  it,  at  one  time,  existed.  But,  from 
aught  I  can  see,  it  is  a  trade  rather  to  be  cher- 
ished than  deprecated ;  and  if  it  has  not  yielded 
us  all  we  wanted,  it  has  been  owing  to  t}ie 
manner  in  which  we  ourselves  have  carried  it 
on.  I  hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  a  short 
time,  that  I  may  take  some  notice  of  the  doea- 
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inent  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
8tate&  at  Canton,  to  this  Qovernment;  it  is 
officiaL 

It  appears  from  this  paper,  that  the  trade  of 
China  has  fluctuated  very  considerably,  from 
the  season  of  1804-'5,  to  the  present  time,  ow- 
ing, no  doubt,  to  the  various  causes  which  have 
influenced  this  Government  during  that  period. 
In  the  course  of  that  year,  there  were  thirty- 
four  vessels,  which  made  up  the  sum  of  10,169 
tons ;  they  carried,  in  specie,  $2,902,000,  yet 
the  total  amount  of  value  that  year  entered  in 
Canton,  was  $5,655,618 ;  the  whole  of  which, 
exclusive  of  the  specie,  and  excepting  also 
$1,080  in  ginseng,  was  fhrs,  seal  sldns,  ebony 
and  sandal  wood,  making  their  value  amount  to 
$2,668,688.  In  the  season  1805-*6,  the  result 
is  different^forty-two  vessels  entered  that  year, 
middng  the  number  of  tons  19,480,  carrying 
$i,176,000.  The  total  value  of  the  trade  was, 
that  year,  $6,826,868,  which  was  produced  by 
the  furs,  seal  skins,  sandal  wood,  and  ebony ; 
making  the  amount  $1,176,858;  but  in  this 
must  be  reckoned  1,884  peculs  of  ginseng,  102 
of  opium,  48  of  quicksilver,  140  of  lead,  846 
of  iron,  and  600  of  copper.  There  were  that 
year  sent  17,446  sea-otter  skins,  and  140,297 
seal  skins.  In  the  season  of  1806-'7,  there 
were  entered  at  that  port,  thirty-seven  vessels, 
making  11,268  tons.  They  had  on  board 
$2,896,000.  The  total  value  of  trade  that  year, 
was  $8,877,862;  of  which,  there  was  about 
the  same  proportion  of  ginseng,  quicksilver, 
iron,  lead,  &c.,  that  there  was  the  season  be- 
^re ;  but  this  year  14,251  sea-otter  skins  and 
261,880  seal  skins ;  this  would  make  the  fuis, 
eeal,  Ac.,  amount,  this  year,  to  $981,862.  I 
will  skip  over  some  of  these  years,  and  present 
to  the  House  a  few  of  those  most  worthy  of 
notice.  Here  is  the  return  for  the  season  of 
1808-'9 ;  this  year,  as  our  diflKculties  in  Europe 
increased,  our  trade  declined,  though  the  result 
is  worthy  to  be  remarked.  There  were  but 
eight  vessels  entered  at  Canton,  numbering 
2,215  tons,  carrying  $70,000;  the  total  amount 
of  trade  that  year  was  $479,850 ;  the  amount 
thisyear,  over  the  $70,000,  was  $409,850.  This 
amount  was  produced  by  7,944  sea-otter  skins, 
84,000  seal.  8,400  land  otter,  6,170  beaver,  480 
peculs  of  eoony,  2,050  of  cotton,  and  4,800  pe- 
culs of  sandal  wood. 

The  season  of  181W12  gives  this  result: 
$1,876,000  in  specie,  sent  to  that  market ;  the 
total  amount  of  the  trade  was  $8,182,810;  con- 
sequently the  $1,267,810  was  made  up  of  furs, 
seal  skinis,  and  sandal  wood,  with  the  exception 
of  1,657  peculs  of  ginseng,  200  of  opium,  29  of 
quicksilver,  5,814  of  iron,  and  2,798  of  copper. 

In  the  season  of  1812-18  there  was  taken  to 
Canton  $616,000,  and  the  total  amount  of  trade 
that  season  was  $1,468,000,  made  up  of  furs, 
seal  skins,  and  sandal  wc<)d,  with  the  exception, 
likewise,  of  250  peculs  of  ginseng,  lOO  of  opium, 
and  6,629  of  copper. 

During  the  whole  of  the  years  1818-'14,  and 
1814-16,  there  was  not  one  dollar  sent  to  Chi- 


I  na— 'there  was,  with  the  exception  of  480  peculs 
of  ginseng,  nothing  sent  but  furs,  sea-otter, 
seato,  land  otters,  fox,  beaver,  and  sandal  wood ; 
these  were  taken  in  the  forest,  or  hewn  down 
with  the  axe  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  yet  the 
amount  is  $451,600. 

The  season  of  1816-16  is  favorable.  That  of 
181(^17  ffives  $5,609,600,  as  the  total  amount 
of  trade,  though  there  was  of  this  $4,646,000  in 
specie. 

The  season  of  1817-18  gives  89  vessels. 
14,825  tons,  $5,601,000  in  specie ;  the  total 
amount  of  trade  that  year  was  $7,076,228,  mak- 
ing $2,676,828  in  furs,  sandal  wood,  &C.,  with 
1,601  peouis  of  ginseng^  448  of  opium,  106  of 
steel,  lead,  quicksilver,  iron,  copper,  nearly  in 
the  same  proportions. 

The  estimate  of  our  trade,  for  the  season  of 
1818-19,  states  the  amount  in  specie  to  be 
$7,414,000,  and  the  total  amount  $10,217,151, 
of  which  sum,  the  sandal  wood  forms  an  item 
of  $91,868,  sea-otter  tails  $10,186,  beaver  skins 
$70,065,  seal  $100,800,  sea-otter  $124,068,  be- 
sides all  other  furs,  &c,  with  ginseng,  lead, 
opium,  &C.,  which  forms  this  season  large  items 
in  the  imports. 

In  the  season  1820-'21.  there  was  taken  to 
Canton  $2,996,000,  though  the  total  value  of 
the  trade  that  year  is  $6,892,796 ;  sandal  wood 
this  year  amounted  to  $67,188 ;  sea-otter  skins 
to  $176,648;  land  otter  to  $44,660;  beaver 
$68,000,  and  sea-otter  tails  to  $14,422;  seals 
$22,078,  &a,  &o. 

Havinff,  sir,  exhibited  this  view  of  the  subieot 
to  the  House,  I  will  now  trespass  upon  their 
time  for  a  moment,  to  present  one  other  point 
in  this  trade,  which  will  place  the  whole  sub- 
ject in  such  a  light,  that  I  hope  it  will  be  easily 
understood.  We  have  been  constantiy  in  the 
habit  of  exclaiming  against  the  Canton  trade, 
SB  ruinous  to  us,  as  draining  the  country  of  its 
specie,  without  once  referring  to  the  indirect 
trade,  bv  which  many  of  the  dollars  here  ex- 
hibited have  been  taken  from  Europe,  and  the 
Mediterranean.  During  the  season  of  1 818-1 9, 
there  arrived  at  Canton  from  the  United  States, 
forty-six  vessels,  amounting  to  16,022  tons,  with 
984  seamen.  From  Boston  there  cleared  that 
season  thirteen  vessels — ^four  touched  at  Europe, 
five  at  South  America  and  the  Northwest  coast, 
four  went  direct,  employing  260  seamen.  From 
Salem  three  cleared,  two  touched  at  South 
America  and  the  Northwest  coast,  one  direct — 69 
seamen.  From  New  York,  seven  vessels  deared, 
two  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South  America 
and  the  Pacific,  four  direct — 140  seamen.  From 
Providence  six  vessels  deared,  five  touched  at 
Europe,  and  one  at  South  America  and  the  Pa- 
cific— 182  seamen.  From  Philaddphia  there 
cleared  eleven  vessels,  two  by  Europe  or  tiie 
Mediterranean,  one  at  South  America  and  the 
Pacific,  eight  direct — 199  seamen.  From  Balti- 
more two  vessels  deared,  one  by  Europe  or  the 
Mediterranean,  one  direct— with  47  seamen. 
Amsterdam,  three  vessels,  two  touched  at  the 
Mediterranean,  one  by  South  America  and  the 
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Pacifio— 57  seamen.     One  yessel  purchased  at 
Whomford,  with  80  seamen. 

In  the  season  of  1819- 20,  there  arrived  at 
Canton  forty-three  vessels,  making  15,139  tons, 
navigated  by  829  seamen.  Eleven  cleared  at 
Boston ;  one  touched  at  Europe,  one  at  South 
America,  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon,  or 
Columbia,  one  at  the  Sandwich  Isles^  one  at 
Batavia,  and  six  direct,  navigated  by  208  seamen. 
From  Salem,  two  vessels  cleared ;  one  touched 
at  Europe,  one  at  Manilla,  with  88  seamen. 
From  New  York,  nine  vessels  cleared;  two 
touched  at  Europe,  one  in  the  Pacific,  ax  direct 
— 198  seamen.  From  Providence,  there  cleared 
six  vessels ;  two  touched  at  Europe,  three  in  the 
Pacific,  two  direct — ^98  ^amen.  From  Phila- 
delphia, there  cleared  ten  vessels ;  four  touched 
at  Europe,  one  in  the  Pacific,  and  five  direct — 
navigated  by  195  seamen.  From  Marblehead, 
there  cleared  one  vessel ;  touched  at  Manilla — 
navigated  by  20  seamen.  From  Newburyport, 
one  vessel  touched  at  Batavia — 15  seamen. 
From  Rotterdam,  by  Portsmouth,  having  24 
seamen.  Valparaiso,  one  direct — ^28  seamen. 
South  America,  one  touched  at  the  Sandwich 
Isles— 20  seamen. 

During  the  season  of  1820-^21,  there  arrived 
at  Canton  twenty-eight  American  vessels, 
amounting  to  9,887  tons^  conveying  $2,995,000. 
F^m  Boston  six  cleared,  one  touched  at  Europe, 
one  at  South  America,  and  four  at  Columbia 
Biver  and  the  Pacific.  From  New  York,  four 
cleared;  one  touched  at  Java,  three  direct. 
From  Salem,  two  cleared ;  touched  at  Sumatra. 
From  Providence,  six  cleared;  four  touched  at 
Europe  or  Java,  two  direct  From  London, 
four  cleared  direct.  From  Liverpool,  two; 
touched  at  Sumatra.  From  Pniladephia, 
three  direct.  From  Gibraltar,  one ;  touched  at 
Sumatra. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  aspect  of  our 
Canton  trade,  and  in  all  instancs  of  a  vessel's  tak- 
ing any  other  course  than  the  direct  route,  it 
has  been  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the 
commodities  of  our  own  country  for  silver, 
either  in  Europe  or  in  South  America,  or  by 
obtaining  the  furs  of  the  Northwest  Coast,  the 
sandal  wood  of  the  Pacific,  for  the  products  of 
tlie  United  States ;  thence  to  Canton,  and  re- 
turn with  the  richest  cargoes.  In  this  way  much 
of  the  silver  which  is  entered  at  Canton  is  ob- 
tained, and  has  at  first  view  the  appearance  of 
having  been  taken  from  the  United  States.  In 
the  seasons,  for  instance  of  1819  and  1820,  the 
schooner  Flying  Fish,  of  285  tons,  Fitch,  master, 
belonging  to  a  company  of  merchants  cleared 
irom  South  America,  touched  at  the  Sandwich 
Isles  probably  for  sandal  wood,  carried  specie  to 
the  amount  of  $100,000.  The  schooner  Packet^ 
Hill,  master,  281  tons,  cleared  from  Valparaiso, 
Thorndike,  owner,  went  direct  with  $140,000. 
During  the  season  of  1820  and  1821,  of  which 
I  Iiave  Just  now  spoken,  it  will  be  observed  that 
four  vessels  cleared  from  London  and  two  from 
Liverpool  From  London,  the  Robert  Edward, 
fiherburn,  master,  went  direct  to  Canton  with 


$107,000  on  board.  The  ship  Canton  Packet, 
King,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London  with  $200,000.  The  ship  Honqua, 
Nash,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London,  direct,  with  $50,000.  Ship  Augusta, 
Giles,  master,  owned  by  Perkins,  cleared  from 
London,  with  steel,  cotton,  furs,  &o.  From 
liveipool,  the  ship  Columbian  deared  this  sea- 
son, Sherman,  master,  owned  by  Evans,  and 
sailed  direct  to  Canton  with  $60,000.  Ship 
Addison  from  Liverpool,  took  no  specie.  Thla 
at  least  we  know,  that  $817,000  went  this  season 
from  London  and  Liverpool,  and  how  much  else, 
by  our  vessels  touching  for  the  purpose  spoken 
of,  at  different  ports  in  Europe,  the  islands,  &c., 
is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed  to  a  consider- 
able amount 

Besides  this,  it  does  appear  that  much  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  is  gained  by  our  merchants 
in  carrying  the  products  of  Canton  to  Europe, 
and  vending  them  there,  and  either  returning 
home  with  the  manufactures  of  Europe  suited 
to  our  wants,  or  bringing  with  them  the  specie 
— Whence  the  drain  of  specie  is  from  Europe  in 
proportion  to  the  goods  shipped  from  Canton 
for  that  country.  If  the  House  will  indulge  me 
a  little  longer,  I  will  show  the  proportions  ship- 
ped to  the  United  States  and  to  Europe  by  our 
traders.  In  the  seasons  of  1815,  and  1816, 
there  was  destined  for  Europe  2,781,010  lbs.  of 
tea,  1,650  peculs  of  cassia,  and  185,000  pieces  of 
Nankeens.  The  proportion  destined  for  the 
United  States,  was  4,514,280  lbs.  of  tea.  1,696 
peculs  of  cassia,  and  455,000  pieces  ot  Nan- 
keens. The  proportion  of  exports  for  the  sea- 
son of  1816  and  1817,  destined  for  Europe,  was 
2,880,000  lbs.  of  tea,  172,588  lbs.  of  cassia, 
600,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  and  860,000  pieces  of 
Nsjokieens.  The  proportion  destined  for  the 
United  States  was  6,074,100  lbs.  of  tea,  660,000 
lbs.  of  cassia,  888,000  lbs.  of  sugar,  1,484^000 
pieces  of  Nankeens.  The  proportion  of  exports 
destined  for  Europe  in  the  seasons  of  1817  and 
1818,  was  2.086,245  lbs.  of  tea,  78,800  lbs.  cas- 
sia, 160,000  lbs.  sugar;  46,600  lbs.  sugar  candy, 
10,600  lbs.  rhubarb,  66,000  lbs.  gallingal,  22,600 
lbs.  raw  silk,  6,600  lbs.  vermilion,  650  pieces 
of  silks,  241,000  pieces  of  Nankeens,  2,600  lbs. 
of  gamboge.  That  destined  for  the  United 
States,  was  7,585,885  lbs.  of  tea,  China  ware, 
11,487  peculs,  272,988  lbs.  cassia,  1,428,988  lbs. 
sugar,  87,200  lbs.  rhubarb,  1,608  peculs  of  mats^ 
200,886  pieces  of  silks,  76,800  lbs.  sewing  silks,  • 
87,600  lbs.  vermilion,  14,000  lbs.  gallingal, 
6,988  lbs.  China  root,  1,888  lbs.  camphor,  83,000 
lbs.  of  sugar  candy,  1,228,000  pieces  of  Nan- 
keens. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  season 
the  value  of  all  the  China  ware  exported  by 
American  vessels,  is  estimated  at  $172,805; 
and  all  the  sandal- wood  sold  this  year  in  China, 
taken  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  principally, 
is  estimated  at  $174,075.  All  the  imperial  tea 
exported  this  season  bv  American  vessels  from 
China,  is  estimated  at  $816,152.  And  the  seap- 
otter  skins,  land-otter,  beaver,  and  seal  skinsi 
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alone,  imported  this  season,  are  estimated  at 
$818,680. 

During  the  season  of  1820,  and  1821,  there 
was  exported  from  Ohina  for  the  United  States, 
Ohina  ware  to  the  amount  of  $188,266.  There 
were  imported  that  jear  by  our  yessels,  sea- 
otter  skins,  valued  at  $176,648 :  Thus  may  it 
be  seen  that  the  whole  of  Uie  China  ware  of 
the  United  States  is  purchased  by  that  which 
we  fish  from  the  sea  on  our  western  coast,  at 
or  near  the  mouth  of  Columbia,  or  it  is  cut 
from  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  the  shape  of  san- 
dal wood. 

I  wiU  not  fatigue  the  House  with  any  thing 
more  relative  to  our  trade  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  at  Canton.  Enough  has  been  unfolded  to 
oall  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  that  subject ; 
their  own  reflections  will  supply  more  than  I 
oould  say.  Were  this  trade  cherished  as  it 
ooght  to  be,  new  benefits  would  every  day  de- 
velop themselves,  and  fresh  sources  of  wealth 
be  opened  to  the  Republic.  Our  whale  ships 
are  annuaUv  on  that  coast  with  no  other  canro 
than  some  hardware,  and  omaments,  to  traffic 
with  the  natives.  Perhaps  the  greatest  value 
on  board  their  vessels  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars;  the  rest  is 
made  up  by  their  labor,  in  fishing  it  from  the 
ocean.  Yet  we  witness  their  return  every  year 
enriched  by  the  products  of  their  voyages.  The 
best  fishing  ground  is  known  to  be  on  our  West- 
em  coast,  and  our  commerce  in  those  seas, 
every  day  increasing,  is  now  so  important  as 
to  require  a  ship-of- we-line  and  smaller  vessels, 
to  protect  it;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  three  ships  of  war  will  soon  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose.  Kor  have  we  a  place  to  refit  our 
ships,  on  that  side  of  the  continent,  or  to  even 
drive  a  nail  in  one  of  our  vessels,  should  it  be 
wanted,  though  we  have  many  excellent  har- 
bors. For  any  accommodation  of  that  kind, 
we  must  be  obliged  to  the  good  dispositions  of 
other  nations,  or  sail  back  to  our  own  ports  on 
the  Atlantic,  near  twenty  thousand  miles  round 
Cape  Horn.  The  catastrophe  on  that  side, 
during  the  late  war,  ought  to.  have  taught  us 
wisdom.  While  our  ships  out  up  and  destroyed 
the  enemy  in  that  sea,  there  was  no  place  to 
rest  secure,  with  the  vessels  they  captured,  or 
we  would  not  have  witnessed  the  destruction 
of  so  many  which  have  been  taken.  Neither 
should  we  have  felt  the  effect  of  that  terrible 
soene  at  Valparaiso.  The  coast  on  that  side 
can  be  more  easily  defended  than  any  in  Amer- 
ica; the  entrance  of  Oregon,  or  Columbia,  is 
eaqr,  affording  seventeen  fathom  water;  the 
whole  extent  of  the  river,  below  the  falls,  is 
deep,  placid,  and,  near  its  mouth,  tiiere  are 
points  which  altogether  command  the  entrance, 
with  perpendicular  rocks  on  either  side,  where 
forts  may  be  constructed  so  strong  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  all  the  military  science  of  the  world. 

On  a  former  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  gen- 
tlet&an  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  express-, 
ed  some  surprise  that  I  should  be  in  fiivor  of 
reducing  the  Army,  when  I  had  a  proposition 


to  occupy  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This, 
sir,  was  the  reason,  I  am  tiioroughly  persuaded, 
that  the  post  at  the  Council  Bloffs  is  not  wisely 
chosen,  and  that  the  troops  now  at  that  point, 
would  render  more  service  to  the  country  at 
the  mouth  of  Columbia,  than  where  they  are : 
they  are  too  far  to  protect  the  white  population 
of  Missouri,  and  not  fat  enough  either  to  check 
the  British  trader,  or  render  any  other  service. 
One  of  the  principal  orossiDg  places  of  the  In- 
dians is  some  distance  below  that  post,  the 
other  far  above.  But,  if  •!  were  to  suggest  a 
plan  to  awe  the  Indian  and  keep  him  at  peace^ 
it  would  be,  to  show  him  your  troops  occasion- 
ally, penetrate  into  his  country,  and  let  him 
witness  their  display;  then  return;  prove  to 
him  by  this  conduct  that  you  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  take  his  country,  and  he  will  respect 
and  fear  you.  The  Indian  is  the  proudest  man 
that  has  ever  lived,  and  loves  his  country  as  ar- 
dently as  man  can.  Three  hundred  years  of 
war  has  proved  to  the  white  man  that  he  can 
be  killed,  but  never  subdaed;  war  is  the  road 
to  fame  with  him ;  the  warrior  is  the  proudest 
title  he  can  prize,  the  only  one  of  value ;  where- 
fore, the  moment  your  soldiers  lay  off  their 
military  dress,  and  appear  in  their  fatigue 
clothes,  and  oonunence  their  labors,  that  in- 
stant all  respect,  aU  apprehension  is  banished 
from  his  mind,  and  is  succeeded  by  ineffable 
contempt  and  disgust ;  for  they,  like  the  nobil- 
ity of  every  country,  hold  labor  as  disgraceful. 

The  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is 
easy,  safe,  and  expeditious.  We  all  recollect, 
distinctly,  the  delays,  dangers,  and  difficulties, 
which  attended  the  merchant,  on  his  first  open- 
ing the  trade  to  Kentucky ;  in  those  days,  much 
preparation  was  necessary,  and  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  days  were  exhausted  in  getting  to 
market;  his  goods  were  then  transported  to 
Fort  Pitt,  or  Wheeling,  by  wagon,  creeping  on 
with  appalling  slowness ;  if  there  was  a  freshet 
in  the  Ohio  he  arrived  in  the  season,  but  sorrow 
and  ruin  attended  him.  if  his  goods  did  not  ar- 
rive in  time  for  this  advantage ;  his  Spring  sup- 
plies arrived  in  the  Fall,  and  his  Fall  goods  de- 
tained sometimes  until  the  Spring.  Even  now, 
an  intelligent  friend  from  Tennessee,  who  usu- 
ally sits  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  tells 
me,  that  the  merchants  of  Nashville  take  their 
wagoners^  receipts,  to  deliver  their  goods  at  that 
place  in  from  80  to  60  days.  From  Louisville, 
in  Kentucky,  down  to  New  Orleans,  formerly 
required  a  voyage  of  from  80  to  40  days,  and 
using,  on  the  voyage  up  the  river,  what  they 
cftll^  a  barge,  it  required  them  90  days  to 
make  the  trip,  in  what  they  called  good  time ; 
the  distance  is  estimated,  I  believe,  at  1,600 
miles.  Now,  however,  by  steamboat  naviga- 
tion, they  make  the  voyage  down,  in  seven 
days,  and  up  in  sixteen  days.  This,  I  believe, 
is  the  average  voyage  between  those  places;  if 
I  am  in  error,  I  can  be  corrected,  as  I  see  in  the 
House  some  of  the  steamboat  owners  on  those 
rivers. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  be  miBtaken, 
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when  we  apply  the  same  calculations  to  the 
route  to  the  month  of  the  Oregon;  as  steam- 
boat navigation  we  all  know  to  be  safe  and  sure. 
Wherefore,  it  will  take  a  steamboat  24  days  to 
arrive  at  the  falls  of  the  Missouri ;  thence,  I  al- 
low a  wagon  14  days  to  travel  two  hundred 
miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Olai'k's  River,  thence  7 
days  to  the  mouth  of  Oregon ;  making  the  time 
necessary  for  that  trip  44  days.  To  return,  the 
boat  would  reach  Clark's  River  in  14  days, 
double  the  time  she  would  go  down ;  the  wag- 
on would  return  to  the  falls  of  Missouri  in  18 
days;  thence  the  boat  vould  arrive  at  St. 
Louis,  in  half  the  time  necessary  for  her  up- 
ward voyage,  which  would  be  twelve  days; 
making  the  whole  time  39  days. 

If  there  were  any  doubt  existing  in  the  mind 
of  any  gentlemen,  surely  it  might  be  done 
away,  when  we  recur  to  the  fact  of  a  wagon 
having  already  passed  from  SL  Louis  to  Santa 
Fe,  and  returned  in  the  course  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, bringing  with  it  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  as  the  profit  of  the  trip ;  this  informa- 
tion I  get  through  the  me4ium  of  the  newspa- 
pers^ alike  known  to  all,  and  the  fact,  I  believe, 
has  never  been  doubted ;  another  party  return- 
ed from  the  direction  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
with  a  profit  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  where  none 
existed  before,  and  making  that  easy,  which, 
but  a  short  time  ago,  was  thought  an  impossi- 
bUity. 

I  am  apprised  that  something  is  said  relative 
to  the  probability  of  the  settlement  of  the  Ore- 
gon, contemplated  by  this  bill,  producing,  in 
the  end.  bad  consequences  to  this  country,  if 
not,  finally,  a  separation  of  these  States.  The 
great  distance  has  also  been  urged  as  a  reason 
for  its  rejection.  Sir,  I  would  look  with  as 
much  fear  upon  a  measure  which  might,  even 
at  a  remote  day,  produce  a  separation  of  these 
Republics,  as  any  man ;  but  no  result  can  take 
place  of  that  kind;  all  contemplate  with  joy 
the  period  when  these  States  shall  extend  to 
the  Kocky  Mountains.  Why  not,  then,  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean?  Would  that  country,  cut  off 
from  this,  be  benefited  by  the  change,  pressed, 
as  it  would  be,  by  two  powerfid  roreign  na- 
tions, both  to  the  North  and  to  the  South? 
Rather  would  not  that  prevent  so  fatal  a  step, 
as  it  would  be  to  Oregon  ?  Or,  if  we  consulted 
our  own  interests,  and  believea  the  separation 
inevitable^  would  it  not  be  wisdom  m  us  to 
have  a  people  there  who  were  descended  from 
us,  speaking  the  same  language,  admiring  and 
maintaining  the  same  laws,  constitution,  and 
government,  than  to  have  English,  Russians,  or 
Frendi,  with  all  their  disgusting  notions  of  mon- 
archy, which  degrades  the  noblest  intellect,  and 
makes  the  man  a  slave  ?  You  cannot  choose — 
you  must  have  your  children's  enemies  the  oc- 
cupantB  of  Oregon.  As  to  distance.  I  have 
shown  that,  in  point  of  time,  the  mouth  of  Ore- 
gon, or  Columbia,  is  not  further  distant  than 
Louisville  was  thirty  years  ago,  from  New  York, 
or  St  Louis  was  twenty  years  ago  from  Phila- 


delphia. The  whole  expense  of  oarrying  on* 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  cannon  to  the  month 
of  that  river,  and  making  a  survey  of  all  our 
harbors  on  that  coast,  is  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  al 
$26,000,  a  sum  small,  indeed,  to  accomplish  an 
object  of  such  importance  to  the  Republic.  On 
that  side  there  can  be  no  fbar  of  those  collisions 
which  we  are  constantly  in  danger  of  from  the 
constantiv  varying  policy  of  Europe.  On  the 
east  of  the  Atiantic  Ocean  there  is  continual 
strife,  and  their  Governments  appear  to  be  ad- 
ministered according  to  the  angry  passions  of 
the  man,  rather  than  according  to  the  spirit  of 
the  laws,  which  have  no  passion.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  Pacific  there  is  peace,  and  an  nnin- 
terrupted  calm,  which  not  even  English  poliogr 
can  disturb.  All  the  supplies  which  man  can 
want  are  there  to  be  had  in  plenty,  purchased 
by  us  with  the  products  of  the  forest  and  tho 
sea,  which  require  no  labor,  no  skill  of  the  arti* 
san  to  give  them  value.  Is  it  not  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  statesman  and  the  mer- 
chants, whether  our  citizens  might  not  lay  En- 
rope  under  contribution,  by  increasing  the  fur 
trade  through  these  rivers?  This,  with  the 
products  of  tiiat  sea,  would  purchase  in  Canton 
all  we  want  to  consume ;  the  residue  might  be 
sold  in  Europe,  which  would  at  once  employ 
many  tons  of  shipping,  and  bring  us  the  money 
of  that  country  which  now  they  send  to  China. 
Li  other  words,  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon 
would  offer  so  many  facilities  to  the  Canton 
trade,  where  a  voyage  can  be  performed  in  fifty 
or  seventy  days,  the  products  of  the  sea  and 
forest  so  vast,  the  copper  of  the  North  so  pure 
and  abundant^  the  sandal  wood  immediately  on 
the  route  to  market,  that  the  wealth  of  those 
reffious,  and  that  trade,  seem  to  implore  yon 
omy  to  stretch  forth  your  hands  and  receive  it. 
This  would  soon  drive  the  English  out  of 
market,  as  their  East  India  privileges  benefit 
them  merely  because  it  prevents  other  of  their 
subjects  from  getting  ridi;  it  could  not  reach 
us,  or  affect  our  trade.  Young  as  our  commerce 
is,  and  unfriended  as  it  has  been,  its  total  valu^ 
as  shown  by  thi^  paper,  was.  in  the  season  of 
1817-'18,  $7,076,828 ;  whilst  that  of  the  English, 
for  the  same  year,  was,  $16,126,700— but  a  sony 
account  of  their  charters  and  institutions,  pam- 

?ered  to  suffocation.  In  the  season  of  1818-'19, 
have  shown,  by  this  document,  the  total  value 
of  our  trade  to  have  been  $10,217,151,  whilst 
that  year,  the  same  paper  shows  the  English 
trade  to  have  been  nearly  stationary,  amount- 
ing to  $16,297,922. 

One  other  advantage  presents.itself  to  us.  by 
occupying  the  Oregon,  as  proposed  by  this  bill, 
and  I  speak  of  it  with  the  more  satisfaction,  as 
it  concerns  the  plough,  which  is,  at  last,  tho 
great  benefactor  of  mankind.  The  lands  of  the 
Oregon  are  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  wheat, 
rye,  com,  barley,  and  every  species  of  grain; 
that  position  will  enable  them  to  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce  with  certainty,  and  purchase  the 
manu£actures  of  China,  by  on  exchange  of 
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labor.  I  know  it  is  the  common  belief  that  the 
Cttiineae  will  not  take  any  thing  but  silver,  gold, 
and  a  few  articles  prized  by  them;  but,  from 
all  I  can  learn,  this  would  seem  to  be  a  common 
error,  produced  by  the  circnmstanoe  of  the  im- 
practicability of  taking  floor  or  breadstoffs  to 
that  market  From  Europe  or  the  United 
States,  there  would  be  no  hope  of  their  arriving 
in  any  tolerable  condition;  the  climate  is  so 
warm,  the  voyage  so  long,  that  they  must  spoil 
on  the  way.  Besides,  the  merchant  would  not 
risk  a  voyage  with  such  bulky,  heavy,  low-priced 
articles;  consequently,  the  commerce  of  Canton 
is  carried  on  in  all  the  richer  productions,  as 
they  yield  a  profit  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
pense, length  of  voyage,  and  great  delay  in 
prosecuting  it.  Many,  likewise,  of  the  neigh- 
boring countries,  carry  on  trade  in  the  richer 
products  of  the  soil,  as  cotton,  sugar,  coffee,  &o., 
wherefore,  tiiere  is  little  surolus  breadstuffs  to 
dispose  of.  This,  then,  would  operate  almost  as 
an  exclusive  privilege  to  the  farmers  of  Oregon, 
to  supply  their  wants  on  that  side ;  and,  by  so 
doing,  obtain  for  themselves  the  comforts  which 
all  mankind  are  in  search  ot 

When  Mr.  F.  concluded,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


WsDNiESDAT,  Deccmbcr  18. 
jkr.  Ttevosfs  Report  ofhia  Miinon  to  the 

Columbia  River, 
Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  State  be  req[ae8ted 
to  lay  before  the  Hocue  ao  much  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Prevost  as  relates  to  the  establishment  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Colombia  River,  and  such  informatiion  as  he 
may  have  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  airange- 
ments  made  about  the  year  1814,  by  the  Northwest 
Company,  with  the  proprietors  of  a  settlement  made 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  month  of  the 
Columbia  River,  by  which  that  company  became  pos- 
sessed of  that  settlement. 

Occupation  of  Columbia  River. 

The  House,  then,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  occu- 
pation of  the  mouth  of  the  Oalumbia  River. 

No  debate  or  proposition  being  offered  there- 
on, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  with  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  sevendly  taken  up  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  the  bill  being  fur- 
ther amended, 

Mr.  Weight  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  hoped,  from  the  ardent 
and  Inmmous  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Flotd, 
of  Virginia,  who  reported  this  bill,  and  from  its 
vast  importance  to  the  enterprising  navigating 
interests  of  the  United  States,  frequenting  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  to  whom  this  establishment  must 
be  all-important,  that  this  measure  would  have 
received  the  warm  support  of  tiiis  House ;  but^ 


sir,  the  seeming  apathy  that  I  have  thought  I 
discovered,  has  alarmed  my  fears  for  its  fate, 
and  induced  me  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  at  least  to  elicit  a  discussion,  whereby 
the  subject  may  be  perfectly  understood,  and 
the  passage  of  the  bill  thereby  secured.  Sir, 
this  territory  has  been  fairly  purchased  from 
France  by  the  United  States,  and  its  limits  re^ 
cently  and  distinctly  marked  by  our  late  treaty 
with  Spain.  By  the  compact  by  which  we  ac- 
quired this  territory,  the  inhabitants  of  it  were^ 
by  its  letter,  secured  in  the  protection  of  their 
legitimate  rights,  and,  becoming  thereby  a  por- 
tion of  these  United  States,  were  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  our  constitution:  protection  and 
allegiance  are  reciprocal  obligations.  Every 
temtory  is,  by  the  constitution,  entitled  to,  and 
has  been  protected  by,  a  territorial  govemment| 
progressing  with  its  population,  in  &e  progres- 
sive grades  of  territorial  governments  to  whidi 
it  w]&  be  found  this  territory  is,  both  by  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  compact,  clearly  entitled. 
I  felt  it  necessary  to  make  these  remarks  to 
awaken  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  con- 
stitutional claims  of  the  people,  who,  with  the 
Senate,  form  their  legislative  organ,  to  give 
practical  operation  to  such  measures  as.  are 
necessary  to  the  lawful  government  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  region,  who  have  no  means  of 
recovering  the  smallest  debt,  but  by  physical 
force.  Sir,  the  indissoluble  ties  of  the  consti- 
tution, I  cannot  doubt,  will  be  duly  regarded; 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  particularly  of  the 
Northeast,  I  had  presumed,  would  have  bound 
the  Representatives  from  that  quarter  to  its  firm 
and  united  support ;  particularly  on  examination 
of  the  very  interesting  documents  ]presented  by 
the  chairman  that  reported  that  bill.  The  fur 
trade,  even  in  its  incipient  stages,  appears  to  be 
of  great  value.  We  know  that  the  mat  Creator 
has,  in  his  providence,  graduated  the  habits  of 
the  ftir-daa  tribes,  by  the  dimate^  and  the  fdr- 
ther  North  they  are  found,  the  better  the  furs. 
The  fidieries  in  the  Southern  ocean  are,  also, 
even  in  tibeir  first  stages,  shown  to  be  of  great 
value ;  and  who  can  cast  his  eye  upon  the  map, 
and  not  pronounce  the  proposed  establishment 
to  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Americans  trad- 
ing in  the  furs  and  fish  of  the  Pacific  Ocean? 
And  who,  that  has  any  regard  to  our  hardy 
American  seamen,  who  have  so  often  covered 
this  nation  with  glory,  will  deny  them  this 
facility,  whose  enterprises  in  the  acquisition  of 
coffee,  under  the  restrictions  of  St.  Domingo, 
elicited  the  rough  compliment  of  the  then  sable 
Prince  Regent  of  that  Government.  Sir,  not 
long  since,  one  of  our  ships  in  the  whale  fishery 
was  destroyed  by  the  stroke  of  a  whale,  and  the 
crew  compelled  to  take  to  their  boats  for  safety. 
What  a  convenience  would  such  an  establish- 
ment have  been  to  them!  what  relief  would  it 
have  ministered  to  their  awful  bodings  I  But, 
sir,  independent  of  the  advantage  to  the  citizens 
engaged  in  this  trade,  I  have  no  doubt  a  custom- 
house there  would,  in  a  little  time,  repay  all  the 
excuses  of  this  establishment  in  a  ten-fold  latio^ 
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aad  form  the  best  means  of  ezDloring  the 
character  of  the  people,  the  soil,  ana  climate  of 
that  region,  now  little  known  to  ns,  and  thns 
learning  what  may  be  of  great  importance  to  ns. 
In  1795,  Great  Britain  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  cotton  from  the  United  States — noto  so 
important  to  her.  Sir,  snch  has  been  the  enter- 
prise of  this  Republic  since  its  establishment,  and 
such  its  success,  especiallj  in  canals,  and  such 
the  spirit  of  improvement  elicited  by  our  ex- 
ample, that  I  am  surprised  that  the  union  of  the 
Atiantio  with  the  Pacific,  at  the  Isthmus  of 
Darien,  has  not  yet  been  undertaken.  But,  sir, 
its  yast  importance  to  the  world  cannot  long 
permit  it  to  be  neglected.  The  stock  in  that 
canal  would  be  of  great  value,  and  suggests  the 
pleasing  anticipations  of  its  completion.  The 
preposterous  claim  of  Russia  to  the  vicinage  of 
the  river  Columbia,  speaks  loudly  the  value  of 
the  trade  in  that  region,  vrhich,  united  with 
the  evidence  in  possession  of  this  House,  I  hope 
will  induce  them  to  pass  this  bill,  and  thereby 
protect  and  govern  our  people  liiere  by  law, 
and  not  leave  them  to  the  government  of  sav- 
ages, in  violation  of  that  compact  that  made 
tliem  American  citizens. 

Kr.  Baylibs,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  as 
one  of  t}ie  committee  who  had  reported  the  oill, 
he  fdt  himself  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duly,  to 
present  to  the  House  some  views  which  he  had 
taken  of  this  subject.  All  the  obieotions  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  which  he  had  heard,  he 
had  heard  out  of  the  Hopse ;  and  he  had  in- 
dulged himself  in  the  hope  (as  no  serious  oppo- 
sition had  been  manifested  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole)  that  the  luminous  view  which  had 
been  taken  of  this  subject  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Flotd)  would  have  induced 
its  adoption  without  further  discussion. 

Of  me  objections  which  he  had  heard,  he 
would,  however,  say  that  some  were  weighty, 
and  all  were  plausible.  The  objects  which  the 
bill  contemplated,  were  of  much  importance  to 
a  portion  of  the  country  which  he  represented, 
and  its  vicinity,  from  which  there  is  the  most 
extensive  whale  fishery  in  the  world,  and  that 
he  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  state  of  that 
fishery  was  now  such  as  to  require  a  port  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  on  the  waters 
connected  with  that  ocean. 

The  expense  of  the  territorial  establishment 
contemplated  by  the  bill  had  been  urged  as  an 
argument  against  it  He  admitted  that  tiie 
measure  would  be  attended  with  some  expense, 
and  that,  for  some  years,  the  prospect  of  revenue, 
from  a  settlement  so  remote,  would  be  but 
small ;  but  the  utility  of  this  undertaking  ought 
not  to  be  measured  by  its  expense.  Measures, 
creating  more  expense,  have  frequently  been 
adopted  by  this  nation,  whose  utility  was  &r 
more  questionable  than  this.  If  there  is  one 
branch  of  the  mercantile  industry  of  the  country 
which  deserves  encouragement  more  than  an- 
other, it  is  the  whde  fishery.  It  is  an  employ- 
ment of  a  peculiar  character ;  it  creates  its  own 
capitaL    It  does  not  come  upon  the  country  for 


specie,  to  purchase  the  cotton  and  woollen  man- 
ufaotured  goods,  the  wines,  the  brandies,  and 
the  silks  of  Europe.  Its  capital  is  created  by 
labor ;  it  is  dragged  up  from  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean ;  it  has  now  become  a  business  of  national 
importance.  With  a  view  to  elicit  some  infor- 
mation on  this  su^ect,  he  had  addressed  some 
inquiries  to  Mr.  Hftwes.  the  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  New  Bedford,  a  gentleman  of  great 
respectability,  whose  knowledge  was  practiciJ, 
who  had  visited  the  seas  where  whales  are 
taken,  and  whose  peculiar  infonnation  would 
entitie  his  statements  to  much  consideration. 

Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  communications,  which 
were  in  substance  as  follows: — ^The  first  letter 
which  Mr.  Hawes  had  addressed  to  him  was 
dated  January  5, 1822.  In  this  letter  he  stated 
that  sixty-five  vessels  were  employed  in  the 
whale  fij^ery,  from  the  port  of  New  Bedford, 
tonnaging  16,222,  navigated  by  1,850  men  and 
boys ;  that  thirty-six  of  the  largest  of  these  ves- 
sels were  employed  in  fishing  for  spermaceti 
whales  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  tonnaging  9,942, 
and  navigated  by  about  800  men ;  that  since  the 
late  war,  the  greater  number  of  the  whaling  i^ps 
of  Kew  Bedford  had  been  employed  on  the 
coast  of  Patagonia  and  the  adjacent  waters,  in 
fishing  for  ri^ht  whales;  but  oil  of  that  de^ 
scription  havmg  fallen  in  price  within  the  last 
two  years,  many  vessels  have  been  taken  from 
that  fishery,  and  had  been  despatched  to  the 
Pacific,  to  fish  for  spermaceti  whales,  as  the  oil 
made  from  them  had  frQly  sustained  its  prices. 
From  the  Pacific  it  was  spermaceti  oil  which  had 
been  obtained  principally,  and  not  more  than  sev- 
en or  eight  hundred  of  tiie  bUck  oil.  The  black 
whale  oil  was  taken  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  in  the 
bays  and  harbors.  He  estimated  aU  the  oil  and 
bone  brought  from  the  Pacific  to  the  port  of 
New  Bedford,  since  the  late  war,  at  $1,718,600 
— to  January  1, 1822.  The  number  of  the  ships 
in  the  fishery  to  the  west  of  Cape  Horn  had  in- 
creased, and  would  increase ;  that  the  sperm  oil 
was  now  manufactured  before  it  was  carried  to 
market;  and  the  manufacturing  of  it  was  con- 
sidered very  profitable.  Mr.  Hawes  estimated 
the  <annuid  value  of  the  whale  fishery  to  New 
Bedford,  in  the  Pacific  alone,  at  $500,000,  exclu- 
sive of  the  profits  arising  from  the  manufiusture 
of  spermaceti  candles.  The  capital  he  estimated 
at  $850,000.  The  bills  of  some  of  the  ships 
employed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  were  as  high  as 
$82,000  or  $88,000.  Spermaceti  oil  was  general- 
ly from  80  to  100  cents ;  sea  elephant^  from  45 
to  50,  and  right  whale  or  black  oil,  from  80  to  85 
cents  per  gallon.  The  price  of  the  sperm  oU  he 
had  estimated  as  it  was  when  in  its  crude  state ; 
after  pressing,  it  would  average  one  dollar  per 
gallon.  The  ships  employed  in  the  whale  fish- 
ery from  Nantucket,  smce  the  last  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Hawes,  considerably 
exceeded  those  of  New  Bedford;  and  all  the 
Nantucket  ships,  except  one,  were  in  the  Paoifio 
Ocean.  He  estimated  the  annual  value  of  the 
fineries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford  alone^  at  $1,500,000,  and  the  oil 
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and  bone  which  had  been  bronght  to  both  places, 
since  the  last  war,  exceeded  $6,000,000;  and 
that  the  number  of  seamen  onployed  was  2,500. 
He  also  stated  that  there  were  three  fine  ships 
Itom  Martha^s  Vineyard,  employed  in  this  fishery. 
He  also  stated  that  sea  elephuits  and  cod  had 
been  fonnd  in  abundance  on  the  coast  of  Oali- 
fomia. 

In  answer  to  one  of  the  queries  of  Mr.  B.,  re* 
spectingthe  number  of  mecnanics  to  whom  this 
business  gave  employment,  Mr.  Hawes  said, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  overrate,  if 
he  said  that  it  gave  employment  to  all  the 
mechanics  of  both  places.  And  he  expressed 
his  conviction  that  he  had  not  in  his  estimates  of 
the  value  of  this  fishery  exceeded  the  truth. 
He  also  stated  that  the  whale  fishery  in  the 
South  Pacific  was  failing;  and  that  in  future 
they  must  look  to  the  North  Pacific  for  snccess- 
fa\  fishing  where  there  were  spermaceti  whales, 
right  whales,  and  sea  elephants  in  great  abun- 
dance.   He  concludes  his  letter  thus : 

"  A  settlement  at  the  Columbia  River,  if  properly 
oondncted,  would  infiire  to  oar  nation  an  immenwe 
loarce  of  wealth.  A  company  of  traders  and  nayiga- 
tors,  there  settled,  miffht  have  small  TesseLi  of  from 
100  to  150  tons ;  with  these  vesseLi  at  home,  they 
eonld  explore  the  coast,  and  each  fiaherv  conld  be 
poisaed  m  its  pr<^)er  season.  The  right  whales  come 
mto  the  harbors  and  bays  on  that  coast  to  bring 
fbrth  their  yomig;  at  that  season  they  will  make  the 
most  oiL  The  sea  elephants  are  there  foond  in 
abundance.  I  have  no  doubt  seal  skins  can  be  ob- 
tained in  plenty  in  their  season ;  this  I  am  certain 
d^  if  we  are  permitted  as  far  north  as  the  Fox 
Islands,  latitude  52°  58'  north,  if  we  have  prcqper 
vessels  for  taking  them.  The  seals  are  nearly  all 
destroyed  in  the  ^uth  Pacific,  where  the  weather  is 
warm  and  mild ;  laige  ships  conld  send  there  open 
boats^  and  take  them ;  but  to  the  north  the  bnsiness 
cannot  be  carried  on  in  the  same  manner.  There 
nrast  be  small  Tessels  to  search  oat  the  harbors. 
Seal  oil  is  an  important  article,  if  taken  near  a  set- 
tlement ;  to  saTO  this  oQ  in  its  parity  it  most  be 
handed  and  put  into  vats;  like  other  blabber,  it 
most  not  be  boiled.  Oreat  quantities  of  diflbrent 
oils  miffht  be  procured  by  the  settlers,  in  tiieir  neigh- 
borhood, and  preserved  in  the  ground ;  it  is  the  l^st 
way  to  preserve  oil,  and  saves  the  expense  of  cades ; 
itwoold  be  an  object  for  our  merchant  vessels  to 
take  their  cargoes  from  the  tanks  of  the  settlement 
The  fisheries  in  the  South  Pacific  are  failing :  it  is 
from  the  North  we  must  look  for  good  voyages ;  this 
will  lengthen  Toyages  already  too  long.  It  is  nnr 
opinion  that  a  settlement  on  the  Northwest  wiU 
greatly  increase  oar  fisheries,  our  commerce,  our 
seamen,  and  the  revenue;  and,  if  I  was  twenty  years 
younger,  I  should  like  to  be  one  of  the  first  settlers." 

Mr.  B.  then  produced  another  letter  from 
this  gentleman  of  a  subsequent  date,  firom  which 
he  r^  the  following  extract :  ^^  Since  my  last 
I  have  learned  from  a  very  intelligent  ship- 
master who  has  recently  arrived  from  Valpa- 
raiso, that  a  vessel  loaded  with  spars  from 
Columbia  River  had  arrived  there  and  found  a 
ffood  market.  I  am  led  to  believe  with  him  that 
lumber  trade  from  the  settlement  at  the  mouth 
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of  that  river  to  Peru  and  Ohili  must  be  made 
profitable,  as  there  is  not  any  wood  in  either  of 
those  places  proper  for  spars.  I  have  known 
spars  carried  from  the  island  of  New  Zealand  to 
those  places,  which  paid  a  very  great  freight" 

Mr.  B.  then  read  another  statement,  addressed 
to  the  collector  by  a  gentleman  in  his  vicinity, 
in  which  the  number  of  ships  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  from  aU  the 
ports  in  New  England  and  New  York,  were  es- 
timated at  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  averag- 
ing about  three  hundred  tons  each,  vidued  at 
the  time  of  sailing,  at  one  hundred  aoUars  per 
ton,  amounting  to  three  millions  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dollars;  and  confirming 
the  statement  of  the  collector  that  tHe  most 
profitable  whale  fishing  was  now  in  the  North 
Pacific,  between  the  latitudes  of  thirty-eieht  and 
forty-eight  Tet^  sir,  notwithstanding  Uie  im- 
mense value  of  the  whale  fishery  in  the  Padfic 
Ocean ;  notwithstanding  the  immense  value  of 
the  frir  trade  on  the  long  line  of  its  shore, 
from  Cape  Horn  to  Analaska ;  there  is  not  a 
solitary  port  at  which  our  vessels  can  enter, 
to  refit  or  procure  supplies,  unless  it  be  by 
permission  and  the  payment  of  duties.  To 
the  courtesy  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  fears  of 
the  native  Indians  we  have  hitherto  been  in- 
debted fbr  all  the  facilities  which  have  been 
affi>rded  to  our  shipping.  I  should  have  thought, 
sir,  that  during  the  liut  war,  this  country  had 
received  a  lesson  at  Valparaiso  which  would 
have  induced  us  to  establish  some  place  on  this 
coast  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our 
ships.  In  the  event  of  another  war  with  Great 
Britain,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  a  certain  truth 
that  in  Ohili,  Peru,  and  Mexico,  the  infiuence  of 
Great  Britain  will  be  the  predominating  influ- 
ence, and  the  miserable  Creoles  who  inhabit 
these  shores  will  connive,  as  they  have  done,  at 
the  violation  of  their  independence  and  their 
neutrality  ;  they  will  sufi'er  our  vessels  to  be 
captured  under  the  guns  of  their  batteries.  Nay. 
they  will  do  more— they  will  permit  the  titled 
marauder,  who  commands  their  navies,  to  plun- 
der our  merchants^  and  will  share  in  the  plun- 
der. If  we  neglect  those  means  of  protection 
which  we  have  m  our  power,  let  us  not  complain 
if  the  bloody  flag  of  the  pirate  should  wave  in 
triumph  over  that  mighty  ocean,  if  it  should  be 
lighted  up  with  the  blaze  of  our  burning  vessels, 
and  if  the  whole  of  that  trade  which  now  gives 
employment  and  wealth  to  thousands  of  our 
citizens  should  be  annihilated. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  well  out 
of  as  in  the  House,  that  by  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  the  limits  of  our  empire  would  be  ex- 
tended too  far,  and  that  the  Union  itself  would 
be  exposed  tothe  danger  of  dismemberment  If 
it  were  so,  it  would  be  well  worth  connderi^ 
tion  whether  the  experiment  would  justify  the 
hazard.  But,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  the  unity  of 
this  nation  depends  in  some  measure  upon  its 
extension.  There  is  less  danger  of  separation  hi 
a  confederacy  of  twenty  or  thirty  States  than  in 
one  of  a  smaller  number.    If  the  Union  were 
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composed  of  bnt  two  States,  they  would  inevita- 
bly separate,  or  one  of  tliem  would  conquer 
the  other.  In  like  manner,  if  there  were  only 
two  interdftts  in  the  country — a  Northern  and  a 
Southern  interest — ^a  slaveholding  and  a  non- 
slayeholding  interest— the  hazard  of  separation 
would  be  greatly  increased.  But,  by  multiplying 
and  extending  the  States  of  the  Union,  you  wiU 
create  so  many  different  interests  that  they  will 
neutralize  each  other.  On  some  questions  the 
interest  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States 
might  be  found  to  be  the  same;  others  the 
Eastern  and  Western ;  others  the  Middle  States 
and  the  Southern,  Eastern,  and  Western,  and  so 
on;  aud  so  conflicting  interests  which  might 
arise  from  time  to  time  (so  great  at  times  as  to 
threaten  dismemberment)  be  rendered  less  dan- 
gerous, and  the  angry  passions  of  the  few  be 
controlled  by  the  sober  feelings  of  the  mcyority. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  I  have  heard  another 
objection  to  this  measure.  It  is  said  that  the 
chances  of  war  might  be  increased  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  post  on  the  Pacific.  I  have  in- 
deed heard  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has 
daimed  all  the  Northwest  coast  down  to  the 
fifty-first  degree  of  North  latitude  and  one  hun- 
dred Italian  miles  south  of  that ;  and  that  he  has 
also  set  up  a  claim  of  a  character  so  monstrous 
that  no  people  in  their  senses  can  admit  it  He 
claims,  sir,  all  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  that  de- 
gree of  latitude  on  the  American  coast,  to  a 
corresponding  point  on  the  Asiatic,  under  the 
pretence  that  it  is  a  close  sea.  A  dose  sea  I  and 
four  or  five  thousand'miles  in  width  t  and  by  his 
Imperial  ukase  has  subjected  all  vessels  to  con- 
fiscation which  shall  be  found  within  those  Hmits  t 
If  this  be  the  fact,  (and  there  is  no  doubt  of  it,) 
the  time  has  arrived  when  we  are  bound  to 
strengthen  ourselves  in  that  region.  This  meas- 
ure is  one,  not  of  expediency,  but  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  hvoe  the  ability  to  protect 
our  trade  on  that  ocean.  During  the  last  waf, 
Oommodore  Porter,  with  a  single  frigate,  for  a 
long  time  effectually  protected  our  trade,  and 
bad  materially  annoyed  that  of  the  enemy.  It 
is  unwise  in  us  to  despair  of  our  ability  to  do 
this.  Arguments  founded  upon  what  may  hap- 
pen would  go  equally  to  prove  the  futility  of 
establishing  a  navy,  which  might  be  captured 
by  the  adversary,  and  so  add  to  his  naval  strength 
as  to  evince  the  frnitlessness  of  building  vessels 
for  trade,  because  they  may  be  taken.  If  a 
measure  be  right  in  itself,  it  is  unwise  to  reject 
it  because  its  beneficial  effects  may  be  defeated 
by  a  war.  Had  we  always  acted  from  such 
policy,  we  should  never  have  built  a  navy,  nor 
suffered  a  merchant  vessel  to  cross  tJie  ocean. 

The  maxim  of  the  Komans,  neoer  to  detpair  of 
the  Eepvhlic^  was  a  maxim  of  wisdom  as  well 
as  of  courage.  If  we  are  to  suffer  this  territory 
to  remain  a  barren  waste,  the  desire  we  had  to 
extend  our  nominal  limits  to  the  western  waters 
was  vain  and  childish.  Were  it  not  ours  some 
other  nation  would  have  occupied  it;  civiliza* 
tion  would  have  commenced,  and  the  means  of 
increasing  the  happiness  of  man  would  have 


been  extended.  It  is  the  duty  of  civilized  na- 
tions, who  have  acquired  a  savage  country,  to 
cultivate  it,  to  redaim  its  wandering  aborigines, 
to  draw  them  from  their  forests,  to  condense 
their  population,  and  to  convert  them,  if  not  into 
farmers,  at  least  into  diepherds  and  herdsmen ; 
and  if,  after  making  every  honest  effort  to  im- 
prove their  condition,  they  still  continue  to  be 
obstinately  hostile,  never  to  hesitate  at  the 
adoption  of  means  necessary  to  secure  the  civil- 
ized race  in  their  possessions. 

Mr.  Bayuss  adverted  to  the  importance  of 
that  branch  of  our  commerce  which  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Northwest  trade.  He  said  be 
did  not  know  but  that  it  was  of  more  value  than 
the  whale  fishery ;  and,  like  that,  it  grew  out  of 
nothing ;  labor  was  its  capital.  The  foundations 
of  some  of  the  most  princely  fortunes  in  Bos- 
ton, were  laid  in  that  trade.  Vessels  would  sail 
from  ports  in  the  United  States  sometimes,  aa 
he  was  told,  with  small  assortments  of  hardware, 
scarcely  exceeding  $5,000  in  value ;  and  with  such 
articles  a  traffic  for  furs  is  carried  on  with  the 
natives  of  the  Northwest  Coast ;  in  their  passage 
from  that  coast  to  China  they  have  touched  at 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  completed  their 
lading  with  sandal  wood;  those  articles  and 
ginseng  being  the  only  ones  which  were  salable 
in  the  Canton  market,  witii  the  manufactured 
goods  and  teas  of  China.  They  had  proceeded 
to  South  America,  and,  with  the  specie  obtained 
from  their  sales  there,  would  return  again  to 
Cluna ;  and,  after  performing  a  drcuit  of  ad- 
venture, perhaps  for  five  or  six  years,  return 
home  with  their  origmal  five,  six,  or  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  increased  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

But  more  magnificent  prospects,  Mr.  Speaker, 
open  upon  our  view  in  relation  to  the  commerce 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  practicability  of  a 
water  conununication  which  should  unite  the 
two  oceans,  the  Atiantic  and  the  Pacific,  has 
been  alluded  to  by  the  gentieman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Wbight.)  To  some,  this  scheme  may  ap- 
pear visionary ;  but  the  Baron  Humboldt^  one  of 
the  most  scientific  and  intelligent  of  travellers, 
has  pointed  out  five  places  at  which  the  junc- 
tion of  the  different  waters  might  be  effected ; 
he  had  no  doubt  of  its  perfect  practicability. 
In  less  than  thirty  vears,  this  communication 
will  be  made.  K  a  broad  and  capacious  ship- 
channel  cannot  be  formed,  it  will  certainly  not 
be  difficult  to  make  a  channel  for  boat  naviga- 
tion. In  either  case,  a  change  will  be  effected 
in  the  affairs  of  the  w^orld  more  stupendous  in 
its  consequences  than  any  which  has  happened 
since  the  discovery  of  America.  Two  great  cities 
at  the  extremities  of  this  canal  would  be  the 
depots  of  the  commerce  of  both  hemispheres. 
A  voyage  from  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans  to 
China  could  be  effected  in  less  than  fifty  days. 
Space  and  distance  would  be  conquered,  and  the 
ends  of  the  earth  would  be  brought  together. 
There  never  was  a  fairer  field  for  l£e  enterprise 
of  the  mariner  than  that  which  the  Pacific 
Ocean  presents.    It  is  seldom   disturbed  by 
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storms;  over  an  immense  space  a  perpetnal 
sommer  reigns ;  and  it  bas  been  demonstrated 
to  be  susceptible  of  navigation  for  nearly  five 
thousand  nmes  in  an  open  boat.  The  mutiny 
on  board  the  British  ship  Bounty,  must  be  well 
recollected,  and  the  passage  of  Captain  Bligh 
from  the  South  Sea  islands  to  Timor.  It  would 
afford  the  safest  steamboat. navigation  in  the 
world,  and  the  time  would  come  when  the  fires 
of  thousands  of  thqee  conquerors  of  time,  and 
the  elements,  would  illuminato  the  long  tract  of 
its  waters. 

It  has  been  said,  Hr.  Speaker,  continued  Mr. 
Batubs,  that  this  is  a  colonizing  plan,  and  that 
colonizing  is  not  good  policy  for  this  nation. 
The  bill  under  consideration  does  not  contem- 
plate a  (^lonial  settlement.  The  territory  pro- 
poed  to  be  occupied,  is  already  a  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  But  suppose  it  is  such  a  plan.  Let  us 
look  to  history  and  see  what  have  been  the  effects 
of  systems  of  colonization. 

llie  colonizing  States  of  ancient  times  were 
the  most  powerful.  Carthage  was  one  of  the 
most  considerable  of  them,  and  it  was  with  the 
wealth  which  she  derived  from  her  colonies, 
that  she  was  enabled  to  contend  so  long  against 
the  colossal  power  of  Home. 

The  great  colonizing  nations  of  modem  Europe 
have  been  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  France, 
and  England ;  and  which  of  these  nations  has 
suffered  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  their 
colonies  ?  It  has  been  said  that  Spain  has  lost 
her  strength,  her  population,  and  her  riches. 
By  referring  to  the  history  of  that  monarchy  it 
will  be  found  that  it  was  originally  divided  into 
a  number  of  independent  and  petty  kingdoms, 
possessing  neither  6h*ength  nor  consistency, 
which  were  finally  united  by  the  marriage  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  in  whose  reign  America 
was  discovered.  In  the  reign  of  their  successor, 
the  Emperor  Charles  Y.,  Spain  began  to  colo- 
nize America.  From  the  great  actions  in  which 
that  monarch  was  engaged,  a  fictitious  grandeur 
was  thrown  over  Spain.  He  was  rather  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  King  of  Bohemia  and 
Sovereign  of  the  Low  Countries,  than  King  of 
Spain.  Upon  his  abdication  his  successor  was 
left  with  dismembered  territory  and  diminished 
power,  yet  the  colonies  of  Spain  continued  to 
flourish  and  increase,  and  Spain  remained  a 
principal  power  in  Europe.  It  is  now  undenia- 
bly true,  that  the  weight  and  influence  of  Spain 
have  been  materially  diminished  5  yet  the  colo- 
nies, instead  of  exhausting,  have  f^ished  Ibe 
aliment  of  her  existence,  the  weaJth  which  for  a 
long  time  she  drew  from  America,  upheld  her 
tottering  power,  and  recruited  her  wasting 
strength.  The  population  of  Spain  is  as  great 
at  this  day  as  ever. 

There  are  as  many  men  to  fill  the  ranks  of  her 
armies,  as  there  were  in  the  proudest  day  of  her 
glory.  But,  sir,  her  moral  energy  has  departed ; 
it  has  been  buried  in  the  cells  of  the  Inquisition ; 
it  has  been  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the  priests. 
Bigotry  has  sat  upon  the  bosom  of  that  nation 
like  the  nightmare,  and  every  noble  and  patri- 


otic feeling  has  been  paralyzed ;  but,  sir,  her 
colonies  have  not  diminished  her  wealth,  her  • 
population,  or  her  power.  Portugal,  a  kingdom 
scarcely  exceeding  the  smallest  of  our  States 
in  temtorial  extent,  with  a  population  less  than 
2,000,000 ;  in  consequence  of  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  her  magnificent  colonies,  has  always 
maintained  a  high  standing  amon^  the  nations 
of  Europe.  When  the  storm  vmich  recently 
desolated  that  Continent  burst  upon  her  head, 
the  mother  was  protected  by  tne  child;  her 
fallen  throne  was  reared,  and  her  wandering 
monarch  was  sheltered  in  America.  Brazil  has 
worn  the  metropolitan  honors  of  PortugaL 
Holland,  in  extent,  was  scarcely  equal  to  the 
Stete  of  Maryland ;  yet  she  soon  became  the 
first  of  the  colonizing  nations,  and  by  her  wise 
and  sagacious  policy  she  gave  bread  and  riches 
to  her  people,  when  her  territory  could  have 
hardly  e^orded  them  subsistence  ;  she  ravished 
the  India  trade  from  the  Portuguese,  she  esteb- 
lished  her  colonial  system  on  a  solid  basis ;  "  her 
merchants  were  princes,"  and  in  the  continental 
wars  of  the  last  century,  the  Bank  of  Amster- 
dam w&s  more  terrible  than  "  an  army  with 
banners."  Her  wealth  enabled  her  to  hold  the 
balance  of  European  power ;  she  supplied  the 
world  with  money,  and  the  coffers  of  her  mer- 
chants materially  aided  the  cause  of  American 
Independence.  Holland  has  passed  for  a  time 
under  a  foreign  yoke ;  but  colonization  certainly 
did  not  produce  that  degradation.  She  became 
too  rich,  and  with  the  fear  of  losing,  and  with 
the  hope  of -preserving  her  wealth,  she  submitted ; 
she  yielded  her  independence  in  the  vain  hope 
that  her  dollars  might  be  spared. 

France,  in  looking  back  to  the  numerous  and 
powerful  colonies  which  once  acknowledged  her 
dominion,  must  feel,  one  would  think,  the  most 
poign^ant  regret.  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Louisi- 
ana, St.  Domingo,  the  Isle  of  France,  Pondi- 
cherry,  &c.,  were  the  brightest  jewels  in  the 
Crown  of  the  Bourbons,  and,  in  the  proudest  day 
of  her  revolutionary  and  imperial  triumphs,  her 
people  sighed  when  they  remembered  that  the 
aays  of  her  colonial  grandeur  were  the  days  of 
her  happiness.  The  restless  ambition  of  her 
Kings  lost  many  of  these  colonies  to  France; 
and  after  the  restoration  of  one,  which  now 
forms  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  American 
Republic,  the  necessities  of  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon (perhaps  the  necessities  of  ambition)  in- 
duced iiim  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States  for 
money  I  Yet,  Napoleon  never  uttered  words  of 
more  wisdom,  than  when  he  said,  *^  I  want  ships, 
commerce,  and  colonies."  The  elasticity  of  the 
French  character  is  one  of  its  finest  traits.  A 
Frenchman  never  despairs ;  he  never  loses  sight 
of  the  smallest  national  advantage;  and  France 
is  even  now,  after  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
a  war  of  twenty-five  years ;  after  the  burdens 
which  have  been  imposed  on  her  people,  by  the 
unsuccessful  termination  of  her  contest  with 
United  Europe,  preparing  such  means  as  she  has 
to  establish  another  colony  in  the  Island  of 
Madagascar. 
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Was  Great  Britain  more  powerftil,  wealthy, 
and  bappy,  before  she  began  to  colonize,  than 
now  ?  I  think  not  The  magnifioent  eystem  of 
colonization  oommenoed  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  During  the  reign  of  that  extraordi- 
nary female,  the  minds  of  her  subjects  received 
a  new  and  momentous  impulse.  The  romantic 
spirit  of  adventure  was  abroad.  Beligjon,  am* 
bition,  enterprise,  and  avarice,  all  conspired  to 
lead  the  pious,  the  aspiring,  the  bold,  and  the 
rapacious,  to  explore  tiiiose  vast  but  distant  re- 

f'Lons,  which  had  been  opened  to  the  view  of 
urope,  and  from  that  time  she  has  been  grow- 
ing in  wealth,  in  grandeur,  in  population,  and  in 
power,  in  a  ratio  which  almost  d^es  calculation. 
Thirteen  of  her  colonies  now  form  a  powerful 
nation,  glorying  in  their  independence,  and  de- 
fying her  power ;  and  notwitbstandinff  all  her 
exhausting  wars,  and  all  the  drain  of  her  co- 
lonial emjffxation,  she  was  never  more  populous, 
more  wealthv,  or  more  powerful,  than  she  is  at 
this  day.  I  know,  sir,  tiiat  much  has  been  said 
of  the  magnitude  of  her  national  debt,  and  her 
ruin  has  again  and  again  been  predicted.  The 
debt,  dr,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  proof  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation.  It  is  due  from  the  nation  in  the 
aggregate,  to  its  individual  subjects,  and  surely 
they  must  have  been  a  rich  people  who  were 
able  to  lend  to  their  Government  an  amount  of 
money  so  enormous.  Is  this  nation  in  debt  to 
other  nations?  Half  the  nations  in  Europe 
have  been,  and  stiU  are,  indebted  to  her.    In- 

rt  the  balance  sheets  of  her  merchants,  and 
whole  trading  world  will  be. found  to  be 
their  debtors.  She  has  riches  on  her  surface, ' 
she  has  riches  under  her  snr&ce;  and  cultiva- 
tion has  exhausted  all  its  powers  on  her  soiL 

I  have  advanced  these  historical  facts,  Hr. 
Speaker,  to  show,  as  I  think  I  have  conclusively 
shown,  that  colonization  does  not  impair  the 
strength,  or  diminish  tiie  wealth  of  nations. 

I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  not  be  considered  too  en- 
thusiastic on  this  subject ;  it  is  one  which  I  have 
much  at  heart.  Afflicted  as  I  am  with  a  severe 
cold,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  speak,  yet  I  will 
make  an  effort  to  add  a  few  words  more. 

If  the  worst  that  has  been  predicted  should 
happen;  if  the  population  beyond  the  Booky 
Mountains  should  wish  for  independence^  ana 
should  be  able  to  effect  it,  would  it  not  be  better 
that  it  should  be  amicably  conceded?  And 
ought  we  to  regret  it  ?  Sir,  I  think  not  Most 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  been  anxious 
to  transmit  the  evidence  of  their  greatness  and 
lienown  to  posterity.  It  is  a  natural  desire  and 
passion;  for  this  purpose  the  triumphal  edifices 
of  tihe  Bomans  were  reared ;  for  tnis  purpose 
the  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  erected  ;  for  this 
purpose  the  world  is  filled  with  the  monuments 
of  art;  but,  with  a  nation  of  kindred  blood, 
governed  by  laws  nmilar  to  yours,  oherishiuff 
your  principles,  speaking  your  language,  and 
worshippingvour  God,  you  may  rear  a  monument 
more  ma|nifioent  than  the  Arch  of  Tn^an,  more 
durable  toan  the  pyramids ;  a  living,  animated, 
and  everlasting  monument  of  your  glory  and 


your  greatness.  I  £^ould  delight  to  know  that  in 
this  desolate  spot,  where  the  prowling  cannibal 
now  lurks  in  me  forest,  hung  round  with  human 
bones,  and  with  human  scalps,  that  tlie  temples 
of  justice  and  the  temples  of  God  were  reared, 
and  man  made  sensible  of  the  beneficent  inten- 
tions of  his  Greater. 

Will  none  of  iJie  living  witness  scenes  like 
these?  There  are  now  living  witnesses  of 
scenes  more  wonderful— I  might  say  more 
miraculous. 

Every  gentleman  within  these  walls  will  re- 
coUect  the  splendid  sally  of  eloquence  whidi 
was  elidted  from  Edmund  Burke  when  describ- 
ing the  progress  of  North  America  from  a  state 
of  colonial  infancy  to  manhood.  Yet  we  have 
now  living  witnesses  of  scenes  which  even  the 
glowing  mind  of  Burke  could  not  have  imagined 
or  conceived;  men  who  have  seen  the  countrr 
of  which  they  were  natives  rise  from  the  rank 
of  humble  colonies  to  that  of  a  migh^  empire ; 
who  have  seen  a  commerce  which  in  their 
youth  crept  along  our  shores  in  miserable  boats, 
gleaning  a  few  wretched  articles  from  a  povertrf - 
stricken  country,  spreading  their  sails  to  ev^ 
breeze,  and  ^*  invading  the  ice  of  either  pole^'' 
who  have  seen  a  population  of  scarcely  six  hun- 
dred thousand  swelled  into  ten  millions ;  a  pop- 
ulation which,  in  their  youth,  extended  scarcely 
a  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  spreading  be- 
yond the  mountains  of  the  West,  and  sweeping 
down  those  mighty  waters  which  open  into 
regions  of  such  matchless  fertility  and  beauty. 

Some  now  within  these  walls  may,  before 
they  die,  witness  scenes  more  wonderful  than 
these;  and  in  aftertimes  may  cherish  de]i«htfal 
recollections  of  this  day,  when  America,  almost 
shrinking  from  the  '^  shadows  of  coming  events," 
first  placed  her  feet  upon  untrodden  ground, 
scarcely  daring  to  anticipate  the  grandeur  which 
awaited  her.  Let  us  march  boldly  on  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  important,  tiuis  useful, 
and  this  splendid  object,  and.  my  word  for  it,  no 
one  who  gives  his  vote  for  tnis  bill  will  repent 
On  the  contraiy,  he  may  consider  it  as  one  of 
the  proudest  acts  of  his  life. 

lur.  Tttgkxb  said  that  he  had  intended  to  g^ve 
a  dlent  negative  to  the  bill ;  but  when  he  wit- 
nessed the  sinsular  spectacle  of  three  long  and 
eloquent  speeches  made  in  support  of  it,  and  no 
member  rising  against  it,  though  there  were 
such  strong  symptoms  of  opposition  to  the 
measure,  he  thought  it  due  to  a  frank  and  manly 
course  of  legislation,  and  respectful  to  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  to  Irtate  his  objections  to  it,  regret- 
ting, however,  that  the  task  had  not  devolved  on 
some  person  more  competent  and  better  prepar* 
ed  than  himself.  ^.  T.  said  he  did  not  object 
to  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
Biver  because  he  considered  it  visionary  and 
unfeasible,  for  he  thought  it  but  too  practicable, 
but  because  it  was  calculated  to  draw  off  our 
population  and  capital  to  a  point  where  they 
will  be  less  efficient  and  useful  than  at  present 
and  where  they  must  eventually  be  lost  to  these 
States.     I  also  agree,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  the 
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gentlemaa  who  introdiioed  the  hill,  (Mr.  Flotd,) 
that  we  cannot  arrest  the  progress  of  oar  popu- 
lation to  the  West.  In  vain  may  the  Govern- 
ment attempt  to  set  limits  to  its  coarse.  It 
marches  on  with  the  increasing  rapidity  of  a 
fire,  and  nothing  will  st»p  it  nntil  it  reaches  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific.  We  have  some  data  by 
which  we  may  estimate  this  progress.  Oar 
popolation  has  been  found  to  doable  in  some- 
thing less  than  twenty-five  yeara.  Now.  if  oar 
settlements  have  aavanoed  westwardly  five 
hundred  miles  in  that  period,  (and  few  would 
estimate  it  so  low,)  then,  in  the  next  twenty- 
five  years,  we  shall  have  advanced  one  thousand 
miles,  and,  in  the  twenty-five  years  after,  two 
thousand  miles ;  which,  in  a  nght  line,  would 
bring  us  in  the  Pacifio  Ocean.  Thus,  in  less 
than  half  a  century,  the  people  of  these  States 
will  have  spread  tiiemselves  across  this  conti- 
nent, and  many  now  living  will  see  the  vision 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  realized, 
of  Ohristian  churches  and  temples  of  justice 
reared  in  the  wilderness,  now  exclusively  occu- 
pied by  savages.  But  wnile  I  consider  this  pro- 
gress of  our  population  to  the  West  as  inevitable, 
I  have  no  wish  to  accelerate  it,  because,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  the  people  on  the  east  and  the 
west  side  of  the  Kocky  Mountains  must  have  a 
permanent  separation  of  interests. 

The  whole  country,  said  Mr.  T.,  lying  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  is  bound  together  by  the 
strongest  and  most  indissoluble  ties.  It  is  all 
Atlantic  country,  and  that  extensive  commerce 
which  is  so  beneficial  to  the  different  parts  must 
all  be  carried  on,  on  the  Atlantic  lior  is  this 
all.  Those  immense  and  fertile  rej^ons  which 
are  drained  bv  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  have 
but  one  outlet  for  their  surplus  products,  one 
channel  for  their  trade,  and  they  must  owe  the 
secure  eigoyment  of  it  to  the  States  lying  on  the 
Atlantic,  as  they  alone  can  fhmish  the  seamen 
which  a  navy  requires.  We  are  thus  held  to- 
gether by  the  strong  bands  of  commerce  and 
mutual  defence.  But  not  so  with  the  population 
west  of  the  Bocky  Mountains.  Their  rivers, 
emptying  themselves  into  the  Pacific,  tiieir  trade 
will  naturally  be  with  China,  Japan,  and  the 
Philippine  Islands.  They  will  not  only  oe  invited 
to  this  trade  by  their  local  position,  but  by  the 
circumstances  of  their  situation.  Commerce  is 
never  so  profitable  as  when  it  is  carried  on  be- 
tween a  newly  settled  country  in  which  land  is 
fresh  and  easily  obtained,  and  one  in  which  a 
dense  population  has  made  manufactures  cheap 
and  abundant.  The  people  on  the  Pacifio  wiU 
then  find  their  best  employment  in  exchanging 
their  lumber,  and  bread  stufb  and  provisions 
of  all  sorts,  for  the  manufactures  of  uhina  and 
Ji4>an.  They  can  have  no  inducement  to  trade 
with  us.  Wnat  common  interest  can  they  have 
with  us  on  the  Atlantic  f  The  connection  would 
be  an  inconvenience  and  a  burden  to  both.  If 
we  invite  people  there  we  must  protect  them 
until  they  are  able  to  protect  themselves,  and 
this  protection  would  be  to  us  expensive,  and  to 
them,  on  account  of  the  distance,  often  tardy 


and  inadequate.  If  the  proposed  settlement  is 
to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  it  is  with- 
out example  for  a  country  to  have  a  part 
of  its  territory  so  remote  from  the  rest,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia,  I  believe  the  distance  to  be  about 
four  thousand  miles  by  any  route  that  is  now 
known. 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  gentleman  frx>m  Massachusetts 
has  endeavored  to  derive  aid  to  the  bill  by  in- 
nsting  on  the  advantages  of  colonies.  Si^ 
when  the  mother  coun^  has  a  monopoly  of 
their  trade,  they  may  increase  its  maritime 
strength  and  its  conomercial  wealth,  but  in  other 
req>ects  they  are  uncongenial  to  our  Republican 
institutions.  To  preserve  their  independenoe,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  give  large  disoretioniury 
powers  to  those  who  govern  them,  and  I  have 
no  wish  to  see  introduced  among  us  those  distant 
prstorships  whose  effects  were  so  pernicious  in 
the  Roman  Empire. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  aware  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  the  whale  fisheries  and  the  ftir  trade; 
he  believed  that  no  employment  of  our  ships  or 
seamen  was  so  gainfhl  as  tiiese.  But  he  thought 
that  the  communications  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bayubs,)  showing 
that  most  of  the  whales  and  seals  were  now 
taken  in  the  South  Padflc^  though,  from  the 
growing  scarcity  of  whales  in  that  ocean,  they 
might  be  obtained  in  greater  abundance  in  the 
Northern  Ocean.  [Mr.  Bayubs  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  mistjiken,  and  made  an 
explanation.]  Mr.  T.  continued:  Admitting 
that  I  am  mistaken  in  that  fiict,  and  that  our 
whale  and  seal  ships  are  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  this  trade 
requires  not  your  protection  or  encouragement. 
There  has  been  no  document  laid  before  the 
House  to  show  that  it  is  required  or  even  asked 
for.  If  protection  were  required,  I  should  be 
as  ready  to  vote  for  it  as  any  member  of  this 
House ;  but  even  then  I  should  only  be  for  es- 
tablishing a  military  post  The  advocates  for 
the  bill  say  there  is  no  port  on  the  whole  coast 
of  the  Pacific  in  which  our  vessels  have  a  right 
to  enter  and  refit.  But,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
our  citizens  have  not  only  found  it  practicable 
to  refit  their  ships  on  the  Columbia  Kiver,  but 
they  have  even  built  vessels  there.  At  idl  events 
those  who  are  concerned  in  the  trade  have  not 
complained  of  this  inconvenience,  and,  until 
they  do,  I  am  not  for  inviting  a  settlement  whidb, 
before  very  long,  must,  in  ue  nature  of  things, 
be  lost  to  this  nation.  Mr.  T.  said  such  were 
his  honest  views  of  the  bill,  and  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  disclose  them,  professing  himself  ready 
to  abandon  them  if  they  should  be  shown  to  be 
erroneous. 

Mr.  Flotd  rose,  and,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  wishes  of  some  gentlemen,  who  desired 
time  to  consider  this  subject,  and  luso  because  a 
resolution  had  been  this  day  laid  on  the  table 
calling  for  fbrther  information  on  the  subjectL 
moved  that  the  further  connderation  of  this  bill 
be  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  January. 
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This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
acyonrned* 

Thubsdat,  December  19. 
Presentation  of  MedaU  ly  George  W,  Brving, 
JSsq,,  late  U,  8,  Minuter  to  Spain. 
Ifr.  ALSXAin>EB  Smyth,  from  the  Joint  Li- 
brary Oommittee»  to  whom  was  referred  the 
letter  of  George  W.  Erving,  Esq.,  accompany- 
ing a  collection  of  medals,  reported  that 'they 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
reconmiend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Besohedf  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  to  express 
to  Geoxge  W.  Ernng,  Esq.,  the  thanks  of  this  House 
for  the  liberal  donation  of  French  and  American 
medals  made  by  him  to  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the 
National  Library. 

The  report  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken  to  concur  in  the  resolution  therein  sub- 
mitted, and  passed  in  the  affirmative  unani- 
mously. 

The  following  letter  and  catalogue  accom- 
panied the  report : 

Boston,  Ju/y  4,  1822. 

Sib  :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  you  on  the  4th  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  so  obliging  as  to  take  change  of  and 
deliver,  was  intended  to  have  been  aooompanied  by 
the  collection  of  medals  therein  referred  to,  but  this 
was  tmfortunately  lost  on  board  the  ship  **  Factor/ 
bound  to  New  York ;  of  which  accident  it  appears 
that  the  House  was  duly  informed  by  its  committee. 
As  soon  as  I  heard  of  it,  I  endeavored  to  procure  a 
duplicate  of  the  collection,  and  succeeded,  a  few 
days  before  I  left  Paris,  in  April  last  This,  to- 
gether with  the  medals  which  have  been  sferndc  at 
Paris  to  oommemorate  some  principal  events  of,  and 
men  distinguished  in,  our  Revolution,  I  take  the  lib- 
erty, through  you,  sir,  of  herewith  sending  and 
offering  to  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  National 
Library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERYING. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speakeb 

of  the  House  of  B^retentatives. 

P.  S.  A  principal  catalogue  of  the  French  medals 
is  enclosed  m  the  ease  which  contains  them.  The 
American  medals  are  but  Gre,  proper,  viz :  One  of 
General  Washington  at  the  sioffo  of  Boston ;  one  of 
Doctor  Franklin ;  one  of  Paul  Jones ;  two  of  the 
battle  of  the  Cowpens.  To  these  I  have  thoo^^t  it 
well  to  add  Columbus  and  Kosciusko,  taken  from 
the  collection  of  illustrious  men  deceased,  now  pub- 
lishing in  the  French  Mint  G.  W.  £. 

HONNAIE  DES  MEDAILLES. 

CoUecHon  de$  Medailles  en  bronze^  det  campagnet  et  du 

rigne  de  PEmperewr  NapoUoiu 

TaaoasAsias  dbs  xbdaillis. 

1796  BatalUe  de  Montenotte.* 
Bataille  de  Mill^simo. 
BatalUe  de  CastigUone. 

1797  Beddition  de  Mantoue. 
Capxtoktion  de  Mantoue.* 


1797  Passage  du  Tagliamento. 
Trait6  de  Campo-Formia 

1798  Conqu^te  de  la  Basse-Egypte.* 
Conquftte  de  la  Haute-Egypte.* 
L'Es^Tte  Conquise.* 

1799  Retour  k  Fr^jus.* 

1800  Passage  du  Grand  Sunt-Bemard.* 
Bataille  de  Marengo. 

Mort  du  G6n6ral  Desaix. 
Colonne  D^partementale. 
Colonne  naticmale. 
Le  Quai  Desaix. 
Honneurs  rendus  k  Tnrenne. 
Attentat  du  trois  Nivose. 

1801  Paix  de  Lun6viUe. 
Autre  sur  le  m^me  s^jet 

1802  Paix  d'Amiens. 

Autre  sur  le  m^me  nget 
R^tablissement  du  Culte. 
Organisation  de  rinstruetion  publique.* 
1808  N6gociations  avec  I'Angletene.* 
Conqu^te  du  Hanovre.* 
La  y6nus  de  M^cis.* 
Les  Ecoles  de  Pharmacie.* 
La  Fortune  Conservatrice.* 
Le  Mus6e  Napol6on,    f  Salle  de  TAppoDoo.* 

(2  medals.)  (Salle  du  Laocoon.* 

La  L^on  d'Honneur.* 
L'Ecole  des  Mines  du  Mont-Blanc* 
Le  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 
Construction  des  deux,  mille  Barques.* 
Le  Code  NapoUon.* 

1804  Le  Couronnement  k  Paris.*  (4  medals.) 
Le  Sacre .♦ 

Repas  donn6  par  la  ville  de  Paris. 
Fdtes  du  Couronnement 
Distribution  des  Aigles.* 
La  Monnaie  des  Medailles  r6tablie.* 
Soci6t6  Centrale  de  Vaccine.* 
1806  Visite  du  Pape  Pie  VIL* 
Couronnement  k  Milan.* 
Le  Tombeau  de  Desaix." 
Autre,  avec  inscription.* 
La  ligurie  r6unie  k  la  France.* 
Les  Ecoles  de  M6decine.* 

Prtm&rt  Campagne  ^Autriche, 

1805  Lev6e  du  Camp  de  Boulogne.* 
Allocution  sur  le  Pont  du.Lech.* 
Capitolation  d'Ulm  et  de  Memmingen.* 
Prise  de  Yienne  et  de  Presbours.* 
Rq>iise  des  Drapeaux  k  Inspnick.* 
Bataille  d'Austerlitz.* 

Les  trois  Empereurs.* 
Entrevue  des  deux  Emperenrsw* 
Deputation  des  Maizes  de  Paris  et  Sdhoen* 

brOnn. 
Paix  de  Presbouig.* 
Cath6drale  de  Tienne.* 
Conqu^te  de  Venise.* 

1806  Conqu^te  de  Tlstrie.* 
Conqu^te  de  la  Dalmatic* 
ConquSte  de  Naples.* 
Souverainet6s  donn^es.* 
Manage  du  Prince  de  Bade* 
Colonne  de  la  Grande  Aim6a* 
L'Aro  de  Triomphe.* 

Ccunpagnet  de  Pruste  et  de  Poiogne, 
1806  Confederation  du  Rhin.* 
BatalUe  d'l^na.* 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 


407 


VajEMBKB,  1822.] 


Road  tkrouffh  the  Bhdi  Swamp,  in  Ohio. 


[H.  OF  R. 


1806  Antre  sva  le  mtoie  m\jet 
Enti^  k  Berlin.* 

Gapitolation  des  qtiatre  FortereMOt  da   U 

PruMe.* 
Alliance  avec  la  Saxe.* 
Occupation  de  Hambonrg.* 

1807  Les  Aigles  Fran^fUMS  but  la  Ylstnle.* 
Bataille  d'Eylan.* 

S^jonr  k  Ost6rode.* 

Bataille  de  Friedland.* 

La  Victoire  da  14  Juin.* 

Oocnpation  des  trois  Capitales.* 

Conqndte  de  la  Sil^sie.* 

Pdx  de  Tilrit* 

Le  grand  Dach^  de  Yanoyie.* 

Le  Royanme  de  Westphalie.* 

Mariage  dn  Roi  de  Westphalie.* 

Reunion  de  rEtmrie  k  TEmpiie.* 

Le  Simplou.* 

Route  de  Nice  k  Rome.* 

L*Aigle  conronn6e.* 

Ccanpagne  d^Espagn^* 

1808  L'Entr^e  a  Madrid. 

Seconde  Campagne  dAtOriche, 

1809  Rnptnre  du  Trait6  de  Presbonrg,  et  Batailles 

d'Abensbeig  et  d'EckmUhL* 
D6part  de  Paris,  et  entr6e  k  Yienne.* 
Bataille  d'Essling,  et  passage  du  Danube.* 
Prise  de  Raab.* 

Attaque  d'Anvers,  et  S^Jonr  k  Schoenbrilnn.* 
Reunion  de  I'Etat  Romain  k  TEmpire.* 
Rome  seconde  Capitale.* 
Conqudte  de  miyrie.* 
Bataille  de  Wagram.* 
Pwx  de  Yienne.* 
Yirite  du  Roi  de  Saxe  k  la  Monnaie  des  M6- 

daUles.* 

1810  Yisite  du  Roi  et  de  la  Reine  de  BaTi^re  k  la 

Monnaie  des  M6dailles.* 
Mariage  de  l*£mperear.*    (4  medals.) 
L'Amour  emportant  le  Foudre.* 
Yisite  du  Grand  Duo  de  Wurtzbouig  k  la 

Monnaie  des  M^dailles. 
Statue  de  Desaix.* 
Le  Canal  de  rOnrcq.* 
Orphellnes  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur  * 
Pompe  Fun^bre  du  Due  de  Montebella 

1811  Naissance  du  Roi  de  Rome.* 
Bapteme  du  Roi  de  Rome. 

Le  Roi  de  Rome.*    (3  medals.) 

Campagne  de  Ritssiei 

1812  Prise  de  Wilna.* 
Bataille  de  la  Moskqwa.* 
Entr6e  k  Moscou.* 

Les  Aigles  Fran^aises  sur  le  Boiysih^ne.* 
Les  Aigles  Frangaises  sur  le  Wolga.* 
Retraite  de  rArm^e.* 

Fondation  do  TEcole  des  Beaux  Arts  k  Rome. 
1818  Bataille  de  Lutzen.* 
Bataille  de  Wurtchen.* 
Le  Monument  du  Mont  Cenis.* 

1814  F6vrier,  1814.* 

1815  Retour  de  TEmpereur.* 
Llmp6ratrioe  Marie  Louise.* 
La  Princesse  Elisa.* 

La  Princesse  Pauline.* 


1815  La  Reine  de  Naples.* 
La  Reine  Hortense.* 

Note. — ^Those  marked  thus  (*)  were  ordered  hj 
the  Government^  and  designed  and  executed  under 
the  direction  of  M.  Denon. 


Monday,  December  28. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  FennBylvania, 
Daniel  TJdbee,  elected  to  Bopply  the  yaoanoj 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Ladwig  Worman, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat 

Mr,  Enimg  and  ths  Medalt. 
The  Spbakeb  commnnicated  to  the  Honse  the 
fbllowing  letter : 

WABHDroTON,  Deomber  21,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  am  highly  sensible  of  the  honor  which  I 
have  received  in  your  official  letter  of  yesterday,  ao- 
quainting  me  wiu  the  resolution  which  the  House  of 
Representatiyes  has  deigned  to  pass,  in  reference  to 
the  contribution  towards  a  cabinet  of  medals,  for  the 
use  of  the  National  Library,  which  I  yentured  to  pre- 
sent to  it. 

I  beg  you,  or,  to  accept  my  best  acknowledgments 
for  the  very  obliging  terms  in  which  you  have  com- 
municated that  resolution,  and  for  the  personal  senti- 
ments with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  accom- 
pany it.    With  yeiy  great  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 
Hon.  Phiup  P.  Babbovr, 

Speaker  ofiht  House  qf  EepreeenUaivet, 

The  letter  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

£oad  through  the  Black  Swamp^  in  Ohio, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  the  House  then  re- 
solyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  xoad,  from  the 
lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Western  boundaiy  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
servo,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown. 
Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  State  of  Ohio  is  here- 
by authorized  to  lay  out,  open,  and  construct  a  road, 
from  the  lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  may  by  law  provide,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  road,  when  con- 
structed, shall  forever  remain  a  public  highway. 

Sec.  2.  That,  in  order  to  enable  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  open  and  construct  said  road,  a  tract  of  land,  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  whereon  to  locate  the 
same,  together  with  one  mile  on  each  side  thereof  and 
adioining  thereto^  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making 
said  roi^  is  hereby  ^nted  to  said  State,  to  com- 
mence at  the  Miami  Rapids,  and  terminate  at  the 
Western  boundaiy  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve, with  full  power  and  authority  to  sell  and  con- 
vey tiie  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  makW 
of  said  road ;  and  in  case  the  said  tract  of  land  shaS 
sell  for  a  greater  sum  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  com- 
plete such  road,  then  the  residue  thereof  shall  remain 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  a  fund  for  the  porpoae  of 
keeping  said  road  in  repair. 
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Sao.  3.  That,  in  caae  any  of  the  lancb,  throngh 
which  it  may  he  thought  expedient  to  open  said  road, 
may  ha^e  been  previously  sold  by  the  United  States, 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasoiy  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  snch  officer  as  the  State  of  Ohio  may  appoint  for 
that  parpoee,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  one  xnile  on  each  side  of  said  road. 

Sbo.  4.  That,  whenever  the  Governor  of  the  iState 
of  Ohio  shall  have  laid  before  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States  a  survey  of  the  location  of  said  road, 
and  the  President  shall  have  approved  the  same,  dien 
the  right  of  the  State  to  said  tract  of  land  shall  be 
considered  as  complete,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
and  the  President  shall  direct,  that,  until  the  fint  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  none  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  sold,  witmn 
three  miles  on  each  side  of  a  line,  to  be  drawn  direct 
from  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky,  thence  to  the 
Western  boundazy  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 


On  a  call  for  information  of  the  gronnds  and 
oblect  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Yanob  briefly  stated  them,  as  they  stand 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  accompanying 
the  bill;  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  treaty 
referred  to  in  the  bill  was  condnded  on  the  26th 
da^  of  November,  1808,  and  that  its  ezclnsiye 
obieot  appears  to  nave  been  to  obtain  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road 
from  the  interior  settlements  of  the  United 
States  to  those  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  condnded,  were,  in  yirtne  of  pre- 
vious treaties,  entitled  to  receive,  within  that 
Territory,  large  annuities.  There  never  had 
been  any  artificial  road  leading  to  it,  except 
throngh  the  province  of  Upper  Canada.  Delays 
had,  consequently,  occurred  in  the  transmission 
of  those  annnities,and  reiterated  complaints  were 
made  because  they  were  not  received,  or,  if  re- 
ceived, frequently  damaged.  To  obviate  such 
difficullies,  and  in  the  expectation  that  many 
important  advantages  would  result  to  them, 
from  a  measure  which  promised  to  bring  them 
more  immediately  under  the  observation  and 
protection  of  the  Government,  the  Indians, 
parties  to  the  treaty,  without  any  other  remu- 
neration than  such  incidental  benefits  as  they 
antidpated  from  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
posed road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  the  "foot 
of  the  RajHds  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,'*  to  the 
we8tei*n  line  of  the  "  Ck)nnecticut  Western  Re- 
serve," and  all  the  land  within  one  mile  of  said 
tract,  on  each  side  of  it ;  and  also  another  tract 
of  land,  of  ontf  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in 
width,  extending  from  Lower  Sandusky,  south- 
wardly, to  the  l^undary  line  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville.  Afterwards,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1817,  the  Treaty  of  the  Bapids  of  the. 
IGami  was  condnded,  (2d  Session,  16th  Oon- 
gress,)  by  the  subsequent  ratification  of  whidi, 
tiie  Indian  title  to  the  whole  country  within 
which  the  contemplated  roads  were  to  be  locat- 
ed became  vested  in  this  Government    The 


Black  Swamp,  so  celebrated  in  the  annals  of 
our  recent  history,  is  an  extensive  morass,  which 
winds  round  the  southeastern  border  of  Michi- 
gan ;  it  terminates,  on  the  north,  at  the  border 
of  Lake  Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about 
thirty  miles.  It  extends  so  far  southerly  and 
southwesterly,  as  to  interrupt  all  communication 
by  land  between  the  settlements  in  Michigan 
and  those  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States. 
No  reliauce,  however,  can  be  placed  upon  the 
individual  industry  of  that  country  to  construct 
a  road  over  such  a  morass.  The  construction 
of  a  road  must  precede  the  establishment  there 
of  any  considerable  population,  ^sc.  The  land 
which  was  asked  for,  Mr.  Y.  said,  was  of  no 
value  to  the  United  States  at  present,  and  could 
be  of  none  until  the  road  was  made.  An  ap- 
propriation of  land  was  asked  for  this  purpose^ 
because  it  was  supposed  it  would  be  more 
readily  granted  than  an  appropriation  of  money. 
Had  this  road  been  made  before  the  late  war, 
Mr.  y.  said,  millions  of  dollars  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  United  States ;  and,  if  we  should 
be  again  at  war  with  the  owners  of  Canada,  it 
would  be  more  important  to  this  Government 
than  any  fortification,  however  oostiy,  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.  At  present,  for  more 
than  six  months  of  the  year  the  road  was  wholly 
impassable ;  and  at  the  time  the  ordinary  course 
of  traveLUng  to  get  into  the  State  from  Michi- 
gan, &c.,  was  to  go  through  Canada,  dec.  The 
road  was  of  comparatively  littie  importance  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  along  her  margin 
only,  but  it  was  of  vast  importance  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloans,  of  Ohio,  the  bill 
was  amended,  bv  adding,  to  the  end  of  the 
third  section,  the  worcus  "at  the  minimum 
price." 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentieman.  the  bill 
was  further  amended,  by  adding  to  the  bill  a 
proviso  that  nothing  in  this  bill  contained 
should  be  construed  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  daim  any  money  from  the  Treasury  for 
tiie  making  this  road,  except  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  land  designated  in  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanob,  the  latter  part  of 
the  fourth  section,  beginning  with  the  words 
"  And  the  President,"  &c.,  was  stricken  out 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yakob,  who 
wished  to  give  rail  time  to  gentiemen  to  ex- 
amine the  bill  and  report,  &c..  the  bill  was  for 
the  present  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
GiDBON  Babstow,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

State  of  the  Finaneee. 
The  Spbaxbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting the  annual  report  from  that  department 
on  the  state  of  the  finances ;  of  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoLanb,  five  thousand  copies  were 
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ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "  Act  saj^le- 
jnentaiy  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasniy  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasniy  respeotfnlly 
sabmlts  the  foUonring  report : 

l.Qftke  jpMie  revenue  and  eapendkure  of  Ae  yean 
1821  and  1822. 
The  net  zeyenne  which  accmed  firom  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1821,  amount- 
ed to  $15,894,434  42. 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1821,  including  the  loan  of  $5,000,000,  amounted 

to 119,578,708  72 

Vis: 
Customs        -         $18,004,447  15 
Public  lands  exdu- 


gire  of  Mississippi 
stock 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax;  diyidend  on 
stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United 
States,  and  other 
incidental  receipts 

Loan  authorized  by 
act  of  the  8d  of 
March,  1821,  in- 
duding  a  premi- 
um of  $264,708 
70,  gained  on  the 
same  -        -        - 


Making,  with  the 
balances  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the 
1st  of  January, 
1821,  of       - 


-    1,212,966  46 


856,290  11 


5,000,000  00 


1,198,461  21 


An  aggregate  of       -        -        -        20,772,164  98 
The  expenditures  during  the  year 

1821,  amounted  to  -        -        19,090,572  69 

Civil,  diplomatic,  & 
miscellaneous        $2,241,871  54 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance,  * 
Indian  depart- 
ment, Bevolution- 
ary  and  militaiy 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  the  Ist  Jan- 
uary, 1817      -        5,162,864  47 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  Navy        -        8,819,248  06 

Public  debt         -        8,867,098  62 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1822,  of 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury, 
during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year  1822,  are  estimated  to 
have  amounted  to  $14,745,408  75. 


1,681,592  24 


Customs 


PuUic  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  -        -        - 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  dividend  on 
stock  in  the  bank, 
and  other  inciden- 
tal receipts 

Balances  of  appro- 
priations for  the 
War  and  Navy 
Departments,  re- 
turned to  the 
'nreasoiy,  and 
carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund 

The  actual  receipts 
into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  4ui 
quarter,  are  esti* 
mated  at 

Making  the  total 
estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury 
during  the  year 
1822 


Vis: 
$12,648,988  15 


1,298,484  56 


891,871  76 


406,119  28 


5,000,000  00 


19,745,408  75 


21,427,000  99 


And  with  the  balance  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  January,  1822, 
forming  an  aggregate  of 

The  expenditores  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1822, 
are  estimated  to  have  amounted 
to  $12,278,658  82. 

Tizi 

Civil,  diplomatic,  & 
miscellaneous         $1,586,484  24 

Military  service,  in- 
cluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment. Revolution- 
ary and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  1st  January, 
1817 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  Navy 

Public  debt 

Expenditures  during 
tiie  fourth  quar- 
ter, including  the 
redemption  of  the 
$2,500,000  of  six 
per  cent,  stock  of 
1820,  are  estima^ 
ted  at       '       "     6,000,000  00 


Making  the  total  estimated  expendi^ 
tnreofthe  year  1822        -        -     18,278,658  82 


4,980,210  56 


1,588,952  00 
4,273,056  52 
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And  leaving  in  the  Tnamuy,  on  the 
Ist  of  Jannanr,  1823,  an  estima- 
ted balance  of       -        -        . 


$8,148,847  67 


After  dednctiDg  from  this  torn  certain  balances  of 
appropriation,  amounting  to  $1,232,212  11,  which 
are  neoessaiy  to  efiect  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  scTerally  made,  or  have  been  dedncted  from 
the  esthnatea,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a 
balance  of  $1,916,185  56  remains ;  which,  wifli  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasuir  during  the  year  1823, 
constitutes  the  means  for  defraying  tiie  current  8er-> 
vice  of  that  year. 

Aid  to  (he  Oreeh, 
Mr.  DwioHT  said  be  was  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  William  Tbomton,   Walter 
Jones,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  respect- 
able citizens  of  the  District  of  Oolambia,  in 
behalf  of  the  Greeks.    Whatever  doubts  this 
House  might  entertain  in  regard  to  the  specific 
appropriation  prayed  for  by  the  memorial  in 
behalf  of  this  interesting  and  nnfortnnate  peo- 
ple—donbts  which  he  felt  himself  constrained 
to  say  he  entertained  not  less  sparingly  than 
any  gentleman  upon  the  floor;  he  felt  assured 
that  they  would  all  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  memorialists  were  not 
less  honorable  to  them  than  accordant  to  the 
spirit  of  this  nation.    Indeed,  he  was  quite  sure 
he  did  not  exaggerate  when  he  asserted  that 
there  was  a  sympathy,  deep  and  universal, 
throughout  the  country,  in  behalf  of  this  op- 
pressed and  injured  nation.    The  memorialists, 
m  reply  to  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  in  relation 
to  a  remote  and  feeble  people  struggling  for 
liberty  against  the  power  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire, would  have  a  right  to  call  upon  the  House 
to  recollect  that  not  half  a  century  had  elapsed 
since  a  less  numerous,  though  more  enlightened 
people,  had  successfully  made  war  upon  the 
most  powerful  nation  on  earth;  and  that,  too. 
for  evils  which,  compared  to  the  massacre  of 
Ohios  and  the  tyranny  of  those  inhuman  mas- 
ters, were  easily  to  be  borne.    Nor,  nr,  will  the 
House  need  to  be  reminded  that  not  half  a  doz- 
en years  have  elapsed  once  the  intrepid  and 
eloquent  advocate  of  South  American  independ- 
ence, stood  in  a  small  minority  upon  this  floor, 
and^  upon  a  question,  too,  which,  at  the  last 
Bj^ion,  was  carried  in  this  House  by  acclama- 
tion.   Indeed,  but  yesterday  we  were  told  that 
the  recognition  of  South  American  independ- 
ence was  no  longer  opposed  by  the  British 
Government,  because  it  can  no  longer  be  resist- 
ed.   Kegard  to  the  just  interests  of  our  own 
country,  perhaps,  ought  to  prevent  our  making 
the  appropriation  prayed  for ;  but  no  considei^ 
ations  of  delicacy  or  propriety  could  deter  the 
memorialists  from  the  expressions  of  feeling  in 
behalf  of  the  Greeks  agtdnst  a  nation  with 
whom  we  have  never  had  negotiation,  or  truce, 
or  treaty.    The  House  would  view,  with  an  in- 
terest proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
question,  that,  should  Liberty  be  now  unable  to 
mAint4iin  herself  in  Greece,  the  countxj  of  her 


earliest  temples  and  longest  worship,  she  would 
oease  to  have  a  footing  on  either  of  three  con- 
tinents, or  an  existence  in  the  governments  of 
six  hundred  millions  of  neople.  He  did  not 
mean,  by  the  remarks  he  had  noade,  to  commit 
himself  to  any  ulterior  measures  upon  the  sub- 
'  ject;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  refuse 
an  application  from  so  respectable  a  source,  and 
particularly  from  a  portion  of  our  citizens  who 
are  unrepresented  upon  this  floor.  For  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  House 
as  to  the<  destination  of  Hie  memorial,  he  would 
now  move  that  it  be  read,  and  he  hoped  that 
some  gentleman  of  more  exoerienoe  than  him- 
self would  move  for  it  suon  reference  as  the 
House  might  think  proper  to  give  it. 

Opposition  being  made  to  the  memorial, 

Mr.  DwiOHT  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  in- 
duced by  the  suggestions  of  some  gentlemen, 
for  whose  opinions  he  had  the  highest  respect, 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  referring  the  me- 
morial to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
and  moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.     And  the  House  adjourned  to 

Friday.  

Fbidat,  December  27. 
Revolutionary  Canadian  Befugeee, 

Mr.  Walworth  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Un- 
finished Business  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reviving  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  acts  of  the  7th  of  April,  1798,  and 
of  the  24th  of  Febraary,  1810,  which  provide  for 
the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  Britiili  Provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  April,  1783,  and  the 
18th  of  April,  1785. 

Some  opposition  appearing  to  this  resolution — 
Mr.  Walworth  stated  the  object  of  it.  la 
the  year  1788,  the  Old  Congress,  by  resolution, 
promised  to  make  provision  for  those  persona 
who  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war  of  the  Bevolution.  In 
1785,  thJb  pledge  was  renewed  in  the  same 
manner,  if  othmg  was  done  towards  the  re- 
demption of  these  pledges,  until  the  year  1798, 
when  a  law  passed  for  their  relief,  the  duration 
of  which  was  limited  to  two  years.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  shortness  of  the  limitation,  a  great 
many  of  those  who  were  entitied  to  relief  did 
not  obtain  it  In  1810,  the  law  was  revived 
for  another  short  term  of  time,  and  then  suffered 
to  expire,  before  some  of  these  persons  had  as- 
certained that  such  a  law  had  ever  passed.  He 
wished  this  law  to  be  now  revived,  that  three 
or  four  of  his  constituents,  who  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  law  whilst  it  was  in  force,  might 
now  obtain  the  benefit  of  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
could  not  see  any  lust  reason  why  the  United 
States  should  establish  a  statute  of  limitatioiiB 
in  bar  of  equitable  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment He  himself  knew  one  person  who  was 
driven  from  his  home  during  the  Eevolution, 
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and  sacrifioed  an  immense  property,  who  was 
now  in  bis  seventieth  year,  pming  in  want. 
It  was  for  the  relief  of  snch  objects  as  this  that 
he  wanted  the  hill  passed. 

Mr.  Bassktt  suggested  that,  if  the  cases  were 
80  few  it  would  be  much  better  to  act  npon  them 
individnally,  instead  of  passing  any  general  law 
npon  the  sabject.  He  was  not  an  advocate  for 
an  act  of  limitation  farther  than  it  was  neces- 
sary to  guard  the  Government  against  imposi- 
tions, but  limitation  to  claims  seemed  in  that 
point  of  view  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Walwobth  said  he  coold  not  undertake 
to  say  how  many  cases  there  were  in  other  jparts 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  on  the  indi- 
vidual cases  that  he  relied  for  the  ground  of  his 
motion,  but  it  was  the  principle  of  the  case 
that  he  spoke  of.  Whether  tnere  were  one, 
two,  twenty,  or  two  hundred  cases,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  them. 
This  law  would,  moreover,  grant  nothing  to  the 
claimants,  but  merely  authorize  them  to  bring 
forward  their  claims  for  Congress  to  pass  upon. 

Mr.  Yanoe  said,  the  land  set  apart  for  the 
location  of  land  warrants  in  the  case  of  the 
Canadian  refugees,  was  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and,  as  soon  as  the  warrants  were 
located  under  the  former  law,  the  Government 
had  ordered  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the 
land  to  be  surveyed  and  sold.  The  titles  to  the 
lands  thus  sold,  and  now  highly  improved,  ought 
not  to  be  disturbed,  or  in  any  manner  affected 
by  reviving  the  obsolete  law  which  set  apart 
that  land  for  a  particular  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Walworth^s  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — 69  to  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inauire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  new  land  district 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  embrace  the 
lands  lying  in  the  Saguina  county  of  Lake  Huron, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished. 

Charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
The  Sfbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 
addressed  to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  preferring  charges  of  improper, 
corrupt,  and  extra-judicial  conduct,  against 
Charles  Tait,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Alabama,  and 
floliciting  an  inquiry,  by  this  House,  into  the 
correctness  of  said  charges. 

Mr.  Cooke,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  the  reference  of  these 
papers  to  the  Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary,  but 
the  motion  to  print  the  documents,  without  any 
accusation  being  framed  in  this  House  against 
the  judge,  Mr.  C.  thought  was  going  beyond  the 
line  of  strict  duty.  K  the  committee  should  be 
of  opinion  that  there  was  just  ground  of  accusa- 
tion against  Judge  Tait,  then  the  papers  might 
be  printed;  but  until  that  was  done,  he  should 
think  it  was  doing  great  injustice  to  Judge  Tait 
to  print  documen^  the  printing  of  which  might 
have  the  effect  to  blast  nis  reputation,  as  seem- 


ing to  suppose  that  the  charges  of  this  individ- 
ual against  him  were  well  founded. 

Mr.  SAUi!n>EB8,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  conunittee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  whom  a  communication,  of  similar  im- 
port to  this,  had  been  referred,  and  a  general 
impression  jprevailed  that  the  writer  must  be  a 
madman.    Those  who  examined   the   papers 


were  entirely  satisfied  that  no  injustice  had  been 
done  to  this  man.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama considered  these  papers  entitled  to  any 
credit,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  have  a  select  com- 
mittee raised  to  examine  them.  Mr.  S.  was  confi- 
dent the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  not 
look  into  them,  because,  as  far  as  it  did  look  into 
the  similar  papers  at  the  last  session,  the  commit- 
tee was  satisned  they  were  not  worth  its  notice. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  if  he 
did  vote  for  the  reference  of  these  papers,  it 
would  be  with  the  most  perfect  conviction,  on 
his  mind,  that  the  inquiry  would  result  in  the 
clear  acquittal  of  the  judge  who  is  accused. 
The  gentleman  who  had  thought  proper  to 
bring  forward  these  charges,  was  no  stranger 
to  many  members  of  this  House ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  spoke  had  informed  the 
House  that  some  members  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  at  the  last  session,  believed  him  to 
be  insane.  He  believed  the  whole  history  of 
that  person^B  life  was  such  as  in  some  degree  to 
justify  this  impression,  and  it  was  high  time 
that  Congress  should  cease  to  be  harassed  by 
him.  He  was  totally  opposed  to  printing  the 
documents  in  this  or  any  case  presented  to  the 
House,  before  they  had  passed  under  the  review 
of  a  committee.  Suppose  these  accusations 
should  turn  oht,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
turn  out,  to  be  frivolous  and  unworthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  House ;  would  it  not  be  a 
subject  of  regret,  that  so  much  importance  had 
been  given  to  these  papers  as  to  print  them? 

Mr.  WiLUAMS  said  he  had  avowed,  that 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  reference  of  this 
memorial,  &c.  This  declaration  might  have 
assured  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  prejudge  the  case.  Nor, 
Mr.  W.  said,  did  he  pretend  to  any  acquaintance 
with  the  person  who  had  forwarded  this  me- 
morial. It  was  his  character,  and  not  his  per- 
son, he  said,  that  was  known  to  many  members 
of  this  House;  and  how  kn6wn?  Some  six  or 
eight  years  ago,  it  would  be  recollected  by 
many  members,  this  Mr.  Lewis  sent  forward, 
more  than  once,  some  very  grave  charges  to 
this  House,  against  Judge  Toulmin,  who  was 
then  one  or  the  judges  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Territory  of  Alabama.  The  House  at  length 
took  them  up,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  them.  The  committee,  having  done 
so,  reported  the  charges  to  be  frivolous  and  un- 
founded. The  gentleman  from  Alabama  him- 
self recollects  that,  at  the  last  session,  the  some 
individual  preferred  charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
and  we  are  now  assured,  by  a  member  of  that 
committee,  that  it  was  beUeved  by  some  of  them, 
after  examining  them,  that  the  man  was  not  in 


412 


ABBIDGHBNT  OF  THB 


H.  or  R.] 


JSyrgmns  m  tk$  Jfa/vjf. 


[Dmbmbbb,  16UL 


his  right  senses.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this 
acqnaintance  with  the  memorialist^  Mr.  W.  was 
wiUing  his  charges  should  he  investigated.  Bnt, 
how  long,  said  he,  are  we  to  be  troubled  in  this 
way?  I  suppose  if  he  sends  us  on  frivolous 
ch£u*ges  against  the  judges  for  ninetj-  and  nine 
times,  we  are  patiently  to  hear  him  the  hun- 
dredtn  tune,  even  though,  as  now,  he  intimates 
he  has  no  new  matter  to  present  to  the  House. 
It  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  House  that  a 
stop  should  be  put  to  such  proceedings,  and  he 
hoped,  after  this  investigation,  to  hear  no  more 
of  this  person's  charges,  kc, 

Mr.  Wbight  said  he  had  a  perfect  recollection 
of  the  case  of  Judge  Toulmin,  against  whom 
charges  were  preferred  by  this  Mr.  Lewis ;  and 
the  committee  which  investigated  that  subject 
found  the  conduct  of  the  Judge  to  have  been 
perfectly  unexceptionable.  Members  who  rep- 
resented States  on  this  floor,  Mr.  W.  said,  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  they  brought  matters 
of  this  sort  into  the  House,  and  ought  not  to  do 
it  but  upon  their  own  belief  in  the  truth  of  the 
accusations.  He  recollected,  at  the  last  session, 
the  Speaker  and  other  members  having  received 
letters  from  madmen,  complaining  of  supposed 
grievances,  &c., — ^and  in  the  course  of  his  expe- 
rience, every  member  of  Congress  will  recollect 
such  cases. 

Mr.  Nblson,  of  Maryland,  said,  this  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  tiiis  House  at  the  last 
session ;  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  it 
under  their  consideration,  and  they  found  noth- 
ing in  the  petition  or  documents  to  induce 
them  formally  to  investigate  the  case.  Now, 
Mr.  K  put  it  to  the  House,  and  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  whether,  liter 
having  once  examined  the  case,  and  the  com- 
mittee being  satisfied  that  there  was  no  reason- 
able ground  for  complaint  against  the  judge,  it 
was  Incoming  in  the  House  to  lend  its  sanction  to 
a  resolution  deliberately  implicating  the  charac- 
ter of  a  judge  ?  K  the  gentleman  would  consent 
to  lay  his  resolution  on  the  table,  Mr.  K  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  papers ;  but 
he  could  not  consent,  and  he  was  sure  this 
House  would  not,  viewing  it  as  he  did,  consent 
to  pass  this  resolution. 

Mr.  MooBB  sai^  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  accommodate  gentlemen,  and  he  wished 
ne  could  accommodate  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  the  extent  of  his  wish;  and  he  as- 
sured him,  that  if  the  effect  of  his  resolution 
would  be  to  make  an  imputation  upon  the  char- 
acter of  a  judge  without  just  ground  for  it,  he 
should  be  glad  the  business  would  take  that 
course  which  the  gentleman  proposed.  But, 
Mr.  M.  said  these  papers  had  not  been  read ; 
nor  were  they  read  at  the  last  session ;  he  there- 
fore wished  to  have  a  report  upon  them  from 
the  Judici£u*y  Committee.  And  what  have  we 
to  dread,  said  Ikfr.  M.,  if  they  should  be  required 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges?  No 
more  injury  could  be  done  to  the  character  oiC 
the  judge  by  asking  them  to  inquire  into  this  I 


matter,  than  would  be  done  by  a  bare  reference 
of  the  documents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  afSrmative— 
ayes  71.    So  it  was 

JUtolvedf  That  the  commimicatioxi  and  accompany^ 
ing  documents  of  £.  Lewis,  Esq.,  impeacbiiig  ttie 
official  condaet  of  Oharies  Tait,  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Uziited  States  Court  for  the  district  of  Almhmr^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaiy. 

After  announcing  the  decision — 

The  Speaker  rose,  and  said,  that,  in  regard  to 
these  paper&  whatever  might  be  his  personal 
feelinffs,  he  did  not  think  that  he  had  a  right 
to  forbear  laying  them  before  the  House.  He 
had  sometimes  felt  hesitation  in  laying  before 
this  House  papers  forwarded  to  him  as  Speaker; 
and  in  cases  where  the  matter  contained  in  them 
was  obviously  libellous,  he  had  forborne.  But 
a  charge  of  tiie  nature  of  this,  though  it  may, 
as  he  trusted  it  would,  turn  out  to  be  utterly 
libellous,  might  be  otherwise,  and  the  Speaker 
thought  he  had  not  the  right  to  withhold  the 
papers  from  the  House. 

The  House  acyoumed  to  Monday. 

Tuesday,  December  81. 

JShirffeons  in  the  Na/oy. 
Mr.  MrroHEii.  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  he  besged  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution 
with  regard  to  the  surgeon's  department  in  the 
Navy.  His  mind  had  been  led  to  this  subject 
by  the  state  of  our  TV'est  India  fleet.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  some  time  since  the  Mace- 
donian returned  from  her  cruise  with  the  lose 
of  eighty  men;  the  last  accounts  from  the 
Cyane  were,  that  she  lay  at  Laguira,  with  a 
dreadful  mortality  raging  on  board  of  her ;  and 
the  situation  of  the  Peacock  was  no  better.  He 
said  thatj  at  first,  the  mortality  on  board  of  the 
Macedonian  was  attributed  to  her  not  being 
properly  purified  after  her  return  from  the  Par 
cific  Ocean.  That,  he  believed,  had  been  made 
a  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  naval  court,  and,  upon 
investigation,  it  had  been  ascertained  tibat  every 
art  of  purification  had  been  employed  to  cleanse 
her.  He  said  that  he  had  not  observed  that  the 
crews  of  the  merchant  vessels  employed  in  the 
TV'est  India  trade  had  been  afiSictea  in  this  way, 
and  he  could  not  but  attribute  it  to  some  defcwt 
in  the  surgeon's  department.  He  hoped  that  it 
was  not  so ;  but  it  was  a  subject  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  House.  He  con^dered  the 
Navy  as  our  proper  defence — ^that  it  had  not 
only  protected  our  commerce,  but  given  char- 
acter to  our  nation — and  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  watch  over  it  with  the  greatest  solicitude. 
The  following  was  Mr.  Mitchell's  resolution: 

JUtolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  Honse,  how  many  surgeons  and 
soxgeon^  mates  are  on  duty,  and  where ;  what  an 
the  annual  receipts  of  each ;  and,  where  additional 
pay  is  received  for  extra  service,  what  is  the  natara 
and  extent  of  snch  sendee. 


The  resolution  was  agreed  tow 
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Intereoune  mik  EaytL 
Kr.  Hill  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Rucived^  That  the  Committee  on  Commeroe  be  m- 
ftmcted  to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  trade 
and  interconrse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Island  of  Ha^fci,  and  report  what  measures  wonld  be 
necessary  to  improve  the  oommerce  between  those 
Qonntrie& 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  aware  that  another  branch 
of  tiie  Government  had  called  for  information 
from  the  President  on  this  snMect.  If  anj  were 
obtained  by  that  call,  this  Honse  should  avail 
itself  of  the  advantage  of  it.  Be  that  as  it 
might,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  very  desirous  that 
the  committee  should  now  be  directed  to  inves- 
tigate this  subject,  for  he  had  contemplated 
suomitting  a  similar  resolution  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  should  have  done  it,  were  it  not  that 
we  then  had  important  negotiations  depending 
with  some  of  the  powers  of  Europe.  That  now 
ceases  to  be  the  case.  Hayti  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  islands  on  the  globe,  and  contains  in 
some  parts  of  it  a  dense  population,  a  great 
share  of  effective  labor,  and  possesses,  within 
itself^  the  resources  of  an  empire.  He  hoped 
therefore  the  resolution  might  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  debate. 

Ebidat,  January  8, 1823. 
JosKPH  If.  Hbbnanbbz,  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

FubliG  Accounts. 

yii,  WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Oommittee  of  Olaims,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  by  resolution,  reported  a  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,^'  and  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  crime  of  peijury ;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 

Bb  U  enacted,  ^,  That  in  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts of  persons  remaining  charged  on  the  books  of 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  with  pnblic  mo- 
neys advanced  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1815, 
the  proper  accomiting  officers  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, aulhorized  to  admit  to  the  credit  of  snch  persons, 
te^ctively,  the  amount  of  any  ezpenditores  made 
by  them,  which  were  at  the  time  aathorized  by  law 
or  regulations,  notwithstanding  reffnlar  vouchers  for 
the  same  majr  not  be  produced,  if  Sie  impracticabil- 
ity of  prodnciDff  snch  vouchers  shall  be'proved,  to  the 
s^iifaction  of  the  said  accounting  officers;  and  if  the 
evidence  exhibited  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  the  best  the 
nature  of  the  several  oases  will  admit  of,  and  such  as 
wonld  be  received  in  courts  of  justice :  Provided^  never- 
IkeleeSf  That  the  credits  to  be  allowed  shidl  in  no  case 
exceed  in  amount  the  sums  with  which  such  persons 
respectively  shall  be  chaiged  on  the  books  of  tiie  said 
Third  Auditor. 

Sxa  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever, 
in  the  settiement  of  tiie  accounts  before  mentioned,  a 
difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  between  the  acoount- 


ing  officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credits  to  be  al- 
lowed, under,  or  by  virtne  of,  tins  act,  ^ch  case  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  decision 
shall  be  conclusive.  And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
6i  the  said  Secretary  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  oommencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  comprising  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
accounts  shall  have  been  settled  the  preceding  year, 
agreeably  to  the  proviaons  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  the 
credit  of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expenditme, 
and,  upon  eyidenoe  other  than  such  as  has  been 
prescribed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  existing  be- 
fore the  passage  of  this  act 

Seo.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son ahall  swear,  or  affirm,  falsely,  touching  the  ex- 
penditure of  pnbUo  money,  or  in  support  of  any  claim 
against  tiie  United  States,  he  or  she  shall,  upon  con- 
viction thereof,  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. 

HoNPAT,  January  6. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Carolina, 
James  HAiOLTOir,  Jun.,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  appeai^ed,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  tOQk  his  seat. 

Indian  Trading  EstablishmenU. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Fbbsidbnt 
OY  THB  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 
To  ihe  ffouee  qf  lUpreeeatatitfee  of  the  United  Btaiee: 

In  oomplianoe  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  19tii  of  December  last,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  abolish  the  Indian  Trading  Es- 
tablishments,** with  a  report  from  the  fiictories  re- 
spectively, as  the  same  were  made  to  him ;  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 
with  the  doomnents  referred  to  by  that  resolution. 
In  further  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
treaties  have  since  been  made  with  the  Osage  and 
Sao  Indians^  by  which  those  tribes  have  severally  re* 
linquished  to  the  United  States  their  right,  under 
preceding  treaties,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  factoiy 
within  each,  respective^.        JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHoroTON,  Joik  6^  1828. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Indian  Amdrs. 


Tuesday,  January  7. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Vermont, 
Ohablbs  Kioh,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lsm- 
tiSL  Sawtbb,  appeared,  and  took  thdr  seats. 

Wedkesdat,  January  8. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  from   Maryland, 
Isaac  McKdc,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Smith, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Division  of  Florida. 
Mr.  Hebnakdez  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Flori- 
da, praying  that  the  Eloridas  may  be  formed 
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into  two  distinct  Territorial  goyemments;  that 
a  separate  board  of  commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
the  eastern  section  of  said  Territory ;  that  the 
expenses  attending  the  exhibition  of  proof  of 
title  to  lands  may  be  defrayed  ont  of  the  Public 
Treasury ;  that  settlements  may  be  allowed  on 
the  public  lands,  with  permission  to  the  set- 
tlers, subsequently,  to  purchase  their  improve- 
ments at  the  minimum  price  established  for 
said  lands ;  that  the  aid  of  Oongress  may  be 
extended  in  tiie  opening  and  repairing  of  roads, 
and  the  erection  of  bridges  in  said  Territory ; 
tibat  lighthouses  and  buoys  may  be  erected  and 
placed  at  certain  points,  designated  in  said  me- 
morial ;  that  adequate  measures  may  be  adopt- 
ed to  insure  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  the 
Territory  against  the  aggressions  of  the  Semi- 
nole Indians;  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  settling  the  claims  to  land  derived  from 
grants  from  the  British  Government,  common- 
ly called  British  grants ;  that  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  may  hereafter  be  elected 
by  the  people;  that  the  operation  of  an  act, 
passed  by  the  said  council,  for  the  levying  and 
collection  of  taxes,  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain of  as  oppressive  and  tiujust,  may  be  sus- 
pended by  act  of  Congress.  The  memorialists 
further  complain  against  another  act  of  the  said 
couDcU,  whereby  common  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  quartered  in  said  Terri- 
tory, are  permitted  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a 
delegate  to  Congress,  and  praying  for  a  correc- 
tion of  the  evil.  And  further,  that  the  judicial 
system  of  said  Territory  m&j  be  so  altered  as 
to  be  better  suited  to  the  genius  and  condition, 
and  the  present  political  situation  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  which  memorial  was  read ;  and  its  sub- 
jects referred  to  the  proper  committees. 


Thussdat,  January  9. 
Eoad/rom  Ohio  to  Michig<m, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yanob, 
took  up  the  bill  to  appropriate  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land  to  defray  the  charge  of  laying  out 
and  making  a  road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mi- 
ami of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve. 

Mr.  Vakob  delivered,  more  at  length  than 
heretofore,  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
the  importance  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
bilL  He  stated  facts  showing  the  enormous 
charge  of  transportation  of  supplies  from  Ohio 
to  Michigan,  during  the  late  war,  for  the  want 
of  a  passable  road.  He  replied  to  anticipated 
objections,  on  the  score  of  the  value  of  the  land 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  object.  The 
whole  quantity  to  be  granted  to  the  purpose  he 
estimated  at  57,000  acres,  worth,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  $72,000,  but  in  fact  worth  much 
less  to  the  United  States,  from  its  inaccessi- 
bility. He  did  not  believe,  however,  it  was 
worth,  in  the  market,  more  than  sixty-two  and 
a  hdf  cents  per  acre^  which  would  make  only 
an  amount  of  $36,000  to  be  applied  to  this  great 
object.    He  hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  a 


heresy  in  politics  to  state  that  the  Northwestern 
frontier  was  equally  entitled  to  protection  with 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  If  this  land 
was  in  reality  worth  two  dollars  and  a  half  per 
acre,  it  would  amount  only  to  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  a  very  small  amount,  certainly,  compared 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of  protecting 
that  frontier  by  this  military  road.  In  addition 
to  all  these  arguments  of  expediency  and  neoes- 
sity,  in  favor  of  this  measure,  there  is,  he  said, 
a  treaty  stipulation  by  which  the  United  States 
have  bound  themselves  to  make  the  road,  (re- 
ferring to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown;)  and  hib 
made  some  statements  to  show  that  the  Indian^ 
who  were  parties  to  that  treaty,  were  desirona 
the  road  should  be  made.  There  was  such  a 
disposition  to  impute  to  the  Western  memberB 
interested  motives,  in  regard  to  all  measures 
concerning  public  lands,  he  had  rather  ask  this' 
as  a  matter  of  right,  under  the  treaty,  than  as  a 
matter  of  favor.  But,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  though  there  had  been  no 
treaty,  he  would  ask  the  passage  of  this  bill  as 
a  matter  of  justice  as  well  as  favor  to  the  people 
of  Michigan,  to  connect  th^  witii  the  settled 
parts  of  the  United  States.  As  respects  tho 
State  of  Ohio,  though  somewhat  interested  in 
the  road,  it  was  mucn  less  so  than  the  people  of 
Michigan.  Nor  was  the  whole  Union  less  intei^ 
ested  in  it  The  defeat  at  Frenchtown,  during 
the  late  war,  was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  it 
from  the  impracticability  of  uniting  the  di^ 
ferent  detachments  of  the  army,  and  during  the 
whole  war  there  was  much  waste  of  life  and 
treasure  from  the  same  cause.  Mr.  Y.  added 
other  remarks  illustrative  of  these  positions. 

After  moving  an  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House — 

Mr.  SiBLET,  the  delegate  from  Michigan,  also 
spoke  in  fkvor  of  the  bill,  in  which  he  said  his 
constituents  were  deeply  interested,  separated 
as  they  were  from  the  rest  of  the  United  States^ 
and  in  a  manner  isolated  from  the  Territory 
with  which  they  are  particularly  connected. 
He  first  adverted  to  the  provision  of  the  treaty, 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
wherein  a  grant  of  the  land  for  the  road,  and 
of  a  mile  deep  on  each  side  of  it,  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  on  the  condition 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  road.  Since 
that  time  the  remainder  of  the  territory  had  been 
ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  bnt 
nothing  had  been  done  by  the  United  States 
towards  making  the  road.  The  interest  of  the 
Grovemment,  in  making  this  road,  with  a  view 
to  military  operations,  Mr.  S.  sdd,  was  in  fact 
much  greater  than  the  local  interest  in  it.  It  was 
a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States^ 
weaker,  more  exposed,  and  more  likely  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  during  war  than 
any  other.  During  a  war,  (with  Great  Britain, 
should  it  ever  again  happen^  it  would  be  of  the 
first  importance  to  make  this  point  safe ;  and  to 
do  this  securely.  Hie  population  of  the  a^aoent 
States,  on  which  its  defence  must  gready  de- 
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pend,  ought  to  have  the  meana  of  concentrating 
Its  strength,  the  want  of  which  means  was  so 
severely  felt  daring  the  late  war.  Mr.  S.  added 
other  argoments  in  support  of  the  bill ;  such  as 
that  the  road  is  necessary  to  secure  any  thing 
like  a  regular  transportation  of  the  maU ;  that 
tlie  Michigan  Territory  must  people  slowly  until 
an  access  is  opened  to  it,  without  being  obliged, 
as  was  now  necessary  at  some  seasons  of  the 
yearjto  go  through  foreign  territory  to  get  to 
it.  Thus,  Mr.  8.  said,  supposing  there  was  no 
right  derived  from  the  treaty,  the  object  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  the  bill  proposed  no 
new  principle.  Lands  had  been  often  granted 
by  Oongress  for  objects  of  much  less  importance, 
and,  as  for  this  land,  it  would  be  of  no  value  4;o 
the  United  States  until  a  road  was  made,  and  it 
became  worth  the  trouble  to  drain  it.  The 
quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  allotted  to  this 
purpose  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient 
to  accomplish  it,  but  it  was  probable  that,  by 
the  aid  of  this  grant,  those  who  were  interested 
would  be  able  to  complete  the  work. 

Mr.  Cooke  said,  that  a  reference  to  almost 
every  treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  twenty  years 
psst,  would  exhibit  provisions  for  roads  in  al- 
most every  direction.  It  was  no  new  thing  to 
prevail  upon  the  Indians  to  give  their  consent 
to  have  a  road  made.  The  Indians  are  pressed 
into  the  measure;  and  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  heard  it  suggested  that  the  Indians 
were  desirous  of  having  a  highway  through 
their  lands.  Such  an  idea  was  contrary  to  their 
nature ;  their  pursuits  are  repugnant  to  it.  He 
could  not  therefore  yield  to  the  argument,  in 
fftvor  of  this  bill,  that  the  Indians  are  desirous 
to  see  the  road  made.  He  did  not  understand, 
lie  said,  how  the  making  of  a  road  through  it 
was  to  drain  the  swamp,  and  he  wished  for  in- 
formation on  that  head.  And  why  were  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  making  this  road  any 
more  than  roads  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ? 
Were  the  people  of  Michigan  so  regardless  of 
their  interest  that  they  would  not  make  a  road 
to  lead  to  their  Territory  ?  K  it  was  necessary 
to  appropriate  this  land  to  this  object,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  why  was  it 
to  be  given  to  the  State  of  Ohio  ?  Why  not  let 
Michigan  have  it?  No,  Mr.  0.  said,  let  us  keep 
it  in  our  hands,  that  we  may  ourselves  regulate 
the  matter,  if  the  road  is  to  be  made.  He  was 
obliged  to  the  gentieman  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  land  would  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  make  the  road.  This  bill  would  then 
be  but  a  beginning.  And,  said  he,  once  enter 
the  wedge,  and  you  will  not  get  clear  of  it  for 
ten  years  to  come.  Mr.  0.  concluded  by  re- 
quiring the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
ordering  this  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Little  said  that,  to  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  any  section  of  our  country,  and  not  impairiog 
the  rights  of  anybody,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
give  his  support.  That  the  public  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill, 
had  been  suffidentiy  shown.    The  treasure  of 


the  country,  as  well  as  its  blood,  had  been 
wasted  for  want  of  the  road.  His  reflection  on 
the  subject,  too,  had  induced  him  to  believe, 
that  it  was  in  conseauence  of  the  access  being 
so  difficult,  that  the  Michigan  country  had  filled 
up  so  slowly.  It  was  an  inconvenience  which 
ought  to  be  remedied ;  that,  in  order  to  get  into 
the  United  States,  it  was  for  one  half  of  the 
year  necessary  for  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
pass  through  the  territory  of  a  nation  with 
whom  we  have  already  had  two  wars,  and  with 
whom  he  should  not  1>e  surprised  to  live  to  see 
a  third.  It  was  no  reason  against  this  bill,  that 
application  might  be  hereafter  made  from  other 
Quarters  for  similar  grants.  This  is  not  the 
nrst  grant  which  has  been  made  for  similar 
purposes,  but  no  grant  had  been  made  for  any 
as  important  The  facts  which  had  been  stated 
respecting  the  evils  suffered  in  the  late  war  for 
want  of  this  road  were  undoubted ;  and  Mr.  L. 
hoped  that,  on  farther  consideration,  the  gen- 
tieman from  Tennessee  would  withdraw  Mb  op- 
position to  the  bilL 

Mr.  MiTOHZLL,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
he  knew  very  littie  of  the  merits  of  tti\a  quesr- 
tion,  but  what  he  had  gathered  from  the  report 
which  accompanied  the  bill.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  this  cession  ought  to  be 
made.  In  the  first  place,  he  said,  this  land  was 
conveyed  to  the  United  States  for  the  express 
purpose  of  making  the  road ;  and  with  the  same 
object  the  land  had  been  surveyed,  without  any 
thing  further  being  done  upon  it.  If  we  choose 
to  give  this  land,  he  said,  while  we  do  not  di- 
mtnish  the  funds  of  the  nation,  we  comply  with 
the  condition  of  the  cession  to  us,  and  effect  a 
valuable  object  to  the  nation.  It  was,  he  said, 
a  matter  of  peat  importance  to  the  United 
States  that  this  road  should  be  made.  The 
country  between  the  Miami  Biver  and  the  Con- 
necticut Reserve  is  a  swamp,  often  impassable, 
and  intercepts  the  communication  between 
Michigan  and  Ohio.  Michigan  is  a  frontier 
country;  it  a^'oins  Upper  Canada;  its  popula- 
tion is  so  small  that  it  cannot  defend  itself  in 
the  event  of  a  war  again  occurring  with  the 
owners  of  Upper  Canada,  and  must  fall,  unless 
a  communication  be  established  between  it  and 
the  more  populous  parts  of  our  country.  It  is 
our  interest,  therefore,  if  we  wish  to  hold  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  to  have  the  road  cut. 
At  present,  it  is  understood  that  the  communi- 
cation to  and  from  Michigan  with  the  United 
States  must,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
year,  be  carried  on  through  Upper  Canada. 
Ought  we,  he  asked,  to  permit  our  territory  to 
be  so  dissociated  as  to  have  to  communicate 
with  it  through  the  medium  of  a  foreign  terri- 
tory? He  thought  not,  and  was  therefore  in 
flavor  of  this  bilL 

Mr.  Habdin  said  that,  of  the  power  of  Conr 
gress  to  pass  this  bill,  he  entertained  no  doubt. 
One  of  the  most  vulnerable  points  of  our  coun- 
try to  an  enemy  is  the  Michigan  Territory.  It 
has  not  within  itself  strength  for  its  defence^ 
and  has  to  call  on  the  neighboring  States  for 
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snooor  to  repel  invasioiu  Hr.  H.  adyerted  to 
the  enormous  expense  to  vhich  the  United 
States  were  put  on  that  frontier  during  the  late 
war,  which  would  not  have  heen  one-ionrth  as 
great  had  the  proposed  road  then  existed.  The 
whole  army,  when  at  Fort  Meigs,  d^,  had  to 
be  supplied  by  transportation  on  horses  for  a 
hnndi^  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  so  that 
every  barrel  of  flour  consumed  had  cost  the 
United  States  some  fifty  dollars  per  barrel  It 
was  important,  therefore,  that  a  direct  inter- 
course should  be  opened  between  the  settled 
country  and  that  part  of  our  territory.  There 
could  be  no  objection,  in  a  constitutional  view, 
to  making  this  road,  m  the  character  of  a  mili- 
tary road.  As  to  the  expediency  of  the  road, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt.  The  two 
Tulnerable  points  of  our  country  are  Florida 
and  liQchigan.  Mr.  H.  said  he  wished  to  see 
them  strengthened  as  much  as  possible  and  as 
fast  as  possible.  He  also  adverted  to  tiie  in- 
creased value  which  would  be  given  to  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter  by 
the  increased  facility  of  access.  There  was  but 
one  objection  to  the  bill,  that  he  could  see.  It 
was  this:  that,  if  we  cede  the  land  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  she  does  not  make  the  road,  we 
shall  have  no  power  to  get  it  back  again,  but, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  so  much  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  pass  the  bill  without  a  clause  providing 
for  its  reveision  in  such  case.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  State  of  Ohio  would  Liy  out  every 
cent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
making  or  repairing  the  road.  Tliis  case  being 
dearly  distingmshable  from  the  exercise  of  the 
general  power  of  internal  improvement,  as  con- 
templating a  military  road,  he  hoped  his  friend 
from  Tennessee  would  withdraw  his  opposition, 
and  let  the  bill  pass  by  a  unanimous  vote.  He 
h<^>ed,  too,  when  the  question  regarding  the 
Omnberland  road  came  up,  to  witness  the  same 
spirit  of  unanimity  in  its  favor  whidi  was  to  be 
seen  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Oakpbell,  of  Ohio,  rose,  not  so  much  to 
urge  arguments  in  support  of  tne  bill,  as  to  no- 
tice a  remark  which  fell  from  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  as  to  what  might 
be  the  conduct  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in  regard 
to  the  road.  A  year  ago,  Mr,  O.  said,  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  had  passed  an  act  on  this 
subject,  in  which  she  had  evinced  her  willing- 
ness to  take  upon  herself  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  making  this  road,  if  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  land  in  question  were  ceded 
to  her.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  l^t  this 
road  would  not  be  an  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  but  it  would  be  of  more  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  Union  generally.  The 
country  in  which  this  road  lies  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  in  the  Union,  and  as  little  had 
been  done  for  it  as  for  any  section  of  the  Union. 
On  this  point  he  would  only  observe,  he  said, 
that  so  great  was  his  zeal  to  increase  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  he  was 
willing  to  vote  even  two  or  three  hundred 


thousand  acres  of  land  to  those  who  would  set- 
tle it)  or  he  would  sell  the  land  at  fi%  cents 
g)r  acre  if  it  would  induce  a  settlement  of  it^ 
e  would  use  every  means  to  accomplish  an 
object  so  desirable.  On  the  score  of  money, 
which  was  said  to  be  the  sinew  of  war,  much 
that  was  expended  during  the  late  war  would 
have  been  saved,  had  the  proposed  road  then 
existed;  and  the  petitions  even  at  this  dsj pre- 
sented by  the  delegate  from  that  Territory  re- 
mind us  in  what  condition  the  fortune  of  war 
has  once  phioed  it.  '  In  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  Mr.  0.  said,  the  House  could  not  err  in 
passing  this  bilL  As  fiir  as  he  knew  the  senti- 
ment of  the  State  of  Ohio,  she  would  take  a 
deep  interest  in  making  the  road.  Mr.  0.  ex- 
amined the  treaty  provision  respecting  this 
road,  which,  he  argued,  did  not  assimilate  itself 
to  uie  general  treaty  provisions  respeotiiig 
roads,  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Oookb,  inasmuch  as 
those  provisions  were  inserted  to  acoonunodate 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  executed  at  our 
pleasure,  whilst  in  this  case  the  stipulation  was 
obligatory  and  binding  on  the  United  States. 
The  population  of  Upper  Canada,  Mr.  0.  said, 
had  greatly  increased  in  consequence  of  the 
Ubertdity  of  the  British  Government  to  settlers. 
That  Government  considers  its  posBesnons  in 
that  quarter  vulnerable;  but  they  are  not  as 
vulnerable  as  ours.  Whilst  they  are  increasing 
their  strength  in  that  direction,  ought  we  not 
to  be  increasing  ours?  Any  course  different 
from  this  must  be  a  blind  one,  and  such  as  the 
Gk>vemment  ought  not  to  pursue.  The  genfle- 
man  f]x>m  Tennessee  had  said,  if  the  people  of 
Michigan  are  interested,  let  them  make  the 
road.  But,  Mr.  0.  askecL  wiU  their  physical 
means  enable  them  to  make  it?  They  are  in- 
terested in  the  road,  it  is  true;  but  there  is  no 
population  in  the  Union  of  ten  thousand  soak 
able  to  make  a  road  of  forty-five  miles  in  length 
through  such  a  swamp  as  that  They  are  al- 
ready weighed  down  with  taxation,  and  are 
perhaps  the  most  oppressed  people  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  In  answer 
to  the  remark  that,  if  this  bill  passed,  applica- 
tion would  be  hereafter  made  to  the  tfnited 
States  for  further  aid  to  complete  the  road,  Mr. 
0.  said,  when  those  applications  were  made  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  act  upon 
them  as  should  appear  to  be  right  They  most 
stand  or  fiiil  on  thdr  own  merits  or  demerits. 
K  lightfhl,  they  would  be  granted ;  if  otherwiae, 
they  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Fabbxixy  observed,  that  he  lived  on  tibie 
Northwestern  frontier,  and  rose  to  communicate 
facts  which  every  one  on  that  frontier  must 
know.  Michigan  was.  without  doubt,  the  most 
exposed  poinV  &nd  also  the  weakest  of  the 
Union.  The  Territory  was  inhabited  by  nu- 
merous nations  of  Indians,  who  had  beenaocna- 
tomed  to  war  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  From  the  dose  of  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution down  to  the  defeat  of  General  Wayne, 
they  were  in  a  state  of  continual  hostility. 
During  the  late  war  they  desolated  that  Terri- 
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toiT ;  and,  iu  case  of  any  rupture  between  us 
and  the  British  OoTernment,  we  know,  from 
the  experience  of  the  past,  on  which  side  they 
will  be  engaged.  If  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
were  able  to  protect  itself  during  the  late  war, 
what  a  saving  it  would  have  been  to  the  nation 
in  treasure  and  blood;  the  Kentucky  militia 
would  not  have  been  massacred — ^which  hap- 
pened after  they  passed  that  swamp.  It  is  an 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  United 
States  to  encourage  tiie^opulation  of  Michigan, 
which  has  been  hitherto  kept  down  by  the  im- 
practicability of  going  to  it  By  passing  the 
bill,  the  United  States  will  secure  the  most  im- 
portant advantages.  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
the  merchants  of  the  place  where  I  reside,  and 
generally  of  the  district  I  represent,  who  have 
commercial  relations  with  Detroit,  nave  to  go 
there  and  return,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year, 
through  Upper  Canada,  in  consequence  of  the 
obstacles  opposed  by  the  Black  Swamp.  The 
United  States  fleet  has  disappeared  on  Lake 
Erie;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
strengthen  the  interior  of  the  country,  which 
has  not  resources  itself  to  make  this  road. 

Mr.  SiBLBT  again  rose.  There  was,  he  said, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cocke,  no  want  of  patriotism 
and  liberality  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  He 
mentioned  large  appropriations  of  money  which 
they  had  had  to  make  for  roads,  of  which  the 
United  States  were  deriving  the  benefit ;  and 
also  that  there  was  a  road  of  considerable  length 
which  the  Territory  would  have  to  make  to 
meet  the  very  road  embraced  in  this  bilL  He 
appealed  to  uie  House  whether  Michigan,  who 
had  been  doing  her  utmost  to  connect  herself 
with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  ought  to  be  expect- 
ed to  make  this  road. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  ^ird  time,  and 
decided— yeas  ISO,  nays  21. 


MoNDAT,  January  20. 
John  SEBe£ABT,  from  Pennsylvania,  appear- 
ed, and  took  his  seat. 

Ifa/oal  Peace  JEktabluhment, 
Mr.  FuLLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message  from 
the  President,  upon  the  subject  of  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  perma- 
nent the  Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

ComfMfee  and  NoMgation. 
The  Spsaxbb  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

Tbbasubt  Depabtmbkt,  Jan.  18,  1828. 
Sib  ;  In  confonni^  with  the  prorisions  of  the  act 
of  10th  Jainuuy,  1820,  entitled  *'Aii  act  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  stotements  of  the  foreign 
conuneroe  of  the  United  Statea,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
Vol.  VIL— 27 


submit  the  foUowiiu^  statements  of  the  commerce  and 
nayigation  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  80th  September,  1822,  riz : 

Ist  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

2d.  A  snmmaiy  statement  of  the  same. 

8d.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  domestic  articles  exported. 

4th.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value 
of  foreign  articles  exported. 

5th  and  6th.  Summary  statements  of  the  value  of 
domestic  and  foreign  articles  exported. 

7th.  A  general  statement  of  Ihe  amount  of  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States. 

8th.  A  geperal  statistical  view  of  the  commerce 
and  nayigation  of  the  United  States ;  and 

9th.  A  btatement  of  the  tonnage  entered  and 
oleazed,  in  and  from  the  several  States. 

From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  im- 
ports, during  the  year  endhig  on  tiie  dOth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1822,  have  amounted  to  $88,241,541,  of  which 
amount  $76,984,881  were  imported  in  American 
yessels  and  $6,257,210  in  foreign  vessels :  That  the 
exports  haye,  during  the  same  period,  amounted 
to  $72,160,281,  of  which  $49,874,079  were  domestic, 
and  $22,286,202  were  foreign  articles :  That  of  the 
domestic  articles  $39,981,918  were  exported  in 
American  yessels,  and  $9,942,166  in  foreign  yessels; 
and,  of  the  foreign  articles  exported,  $20,788,655 
were  exported  in  American,  and  $1,502,547  in  for- 
eign vessels:  That  787,961  tons  of  American  shin- 
pinff  entered,  and  818,748  cleared  from  porta  of  tAe 
Umted  States;  and  that  100,541  tons  of  foreign 
shipping  entered,  and  97,490  cleared  from  the  p<nts 
of  the  United  States  during  the  same  period 
I  remain,  with  reflpect,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Babboub, 

Speaker  of  the  Hou8e  qf  R^preeeiUatioee. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  doon- 
menta,  ord^ured  to  be  printed. 


TnsBDAT,  January  21. 
Pendon  to  Sarah  Perry. 
Mr.  FuLi^EB,  from  the  Committee  on  NavaL 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  committed  the  petition  of 
Sarah  JPerry,  mother  of  Oliver  H.  Perry,  late  & 
Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,, 
made  the  following  report;  which  was  sead. 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

By  the  decease  of  the  son  of  the  petitionee^  Giptain 
Oliver  H.  Peny,  and,  snbseqnentiy,  by  the  decease 
of  another  son,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  she  has  been 
deprived  of  the  siq>port  which  those  sons  had  soooea- 
sively  bestowed ;  and  is,  as  sufficientiy  appeal*  to  the 
committee,  advanced  in  years,  and  incapable  of  pro- 
viding for  herself.  The  eminent  services  of  her  son 
first  mentioned  having  called  forth  the  bounty  of  the 
Government  in  providing  for  bis  widow  and  children, 
by  an  act  for  their  relief;  passed  on  the  Sd  of  Marnh^ 
1821,  the  committee  beUevo  that  his  mother,  the 
prpsent  petitioner,  is  entitied  to  consideration,  in  at 
least  an  equal  degree,  and  for  similar  reasons.  They 
therefore  report  a  bill  in  her  favor. 
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To  iJu  honorable  ike  Speaker  o/tke  JToum  (^Jtepreeenl- 

ativea  qf  the  UniUd  Stated^  Ike  Memortal  of  Sarah 

Perry,  of  ike  State  of  Rhode  Itlandy  respectfully 

thoweth: 

That  your  petitioner  has  at  length  detennined  to 
intrnde  her  sorrows  aad  distreMes  on  yonr  notice, 
confident  of  obtaining  your  sympathy  and  commisera- 
tion, Bhould  she  even  iail  in  addncing  any  claims  to 
yonr  justice  and  liberally. 

Your  petitioner,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
(who  haa  the  honor  of  bearing  a  commission  in  the 
naral  service  of  his  countiy,)  subsisted  on  the  bounty 
of  her  deceased  son,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  whose 
fiUal  devotion  and  afiection  wen  such  as  to  leav«  none 
of  her  wants,  and  few  of  her  desires,  in  this  world, 
unsatisfied.  During  his  life,  he  invariably  set  aside 
a  liberal  proportion  of  his  pay  and  emoluments  for 
the  support  of  your  petitioner,  notwithstanding  the 
many  claims  of  his  immediate  family  on  hia  compara- 
tively slender  income. 

The  lamentable  death  of  this  son,  on  board  of  the 
John  Adams,  at  Port  Trinidad,  in  August,  1819,  de- 
prived your  petitioner  of  this  succor,  and  the  burden 
of  the  snpport  of  herself  and  an  unmarried  daughter 
devolved  on  the  younger  branches  of  her  family, 
more  espeoially  on  her  son,  the  late  Lieutenant  James 
Alexander  Periy,  whose  recent  loss  your  petitioner 
has  also  to  deplore. 

It  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  your  honorable 
body,  that,  afber  the  death  of  your  petitioner's  son, 
Oliver  U.  Peny,  a  bill  waa  introiduced  into  the  Houae 
of  Representatives,  and  finally  passed  both  branches 
of  Congress  making  a  provision  for  his  immediate 
family.  In  this  bm,  as  originally  reported  by  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  there  was  a 
clause  affoodixig  a  competent  support  for  your  peti- 
tioner. In  its  progress,  however,  through  the  House, 
some  of  its  best  Inenda,  fearful  that  the  whole  bill 
might  be  lost  if  too  much  was  asked,  consented  that 
the  clause  in  jour  petitioner's  behalf  should  be  stricken 
out,  which  was  accordingly  done ;  and,  in  this  shape, 
the  bin  ultimately  passed,  with  an  unanimity  on  the 
part  of  Congress  that  ooofenred  an  inestimable  value 
on  the  gifts  <^  their  patriotic  benevolence. 

Your  petitioner  did  not  repine  that  the  oonsidera^ 
tion  of  her  olaimsi  whatever  they  mifht  have  been, 
should  have  been  thua  postponed;  it  was  enough 
that  such  a  sacrifice  was  deemed  essential  in  pro- 
curing a  support  for  the  wife  and  children  of  such  a 
•on. 

About  this  period,  the  son  of  your  petitioner,  James 
Alexander  Peny,  who  had  recently  been  psomoted  to 
a  lieutenantcy  in  the  Navy  returned  from  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  forthwith  contributed  a  large  pro- 
portion of  his  pay  and  emoluments  to  the  support  <^ 
your  petitioner.  Had  his  precious  life  been  spared, 
your  petitioner  would  not  have  been  constrained  to 
make  this  application.  The  calami^  by  which  this 
last  resource  has  been  out  off  horn  your  petitioner  is 
known  to  you ;  and,  although  she  cannot  boast  that 
this  son  has  fallen  in  the  kitties  of  his  countrr,  she 
has  tiie  consolation  of  refiecting  that^  at  the  eaxiy  age 
of  thirteen,  be  fought  by  hia  brother's  side  in  £e 
memorable  engagement  on  Lake  Erie ;  and  that  the 
life  which  he  had  devoted  to  his  country  was  sacrific- 
ed, ultimately,  in  a  generous  and  noble  effort  for  the 
preservation  of  another. 

To  confess  our  pover^^is  a  humiliating  declara- 
tion. Your  petitioner  is  destitute,  and  her  support, 
small  as  it  is,  is  thrown  on  hands  but  inadequately 


capable  of  bearing  it  She  knows  not  that  she  has 
any  other  claims  on  the  liberality  of  her  country,  than 
to  say  that  she  has  reared  five  tcms  for  its  service, 
and  that  die  is  the  mother  of  that  hero  who  earned 
for  his  country  a  brilliant  victory,  and  trinmi»bed 
over  your  enemies,  as  well  in  magnanimi^  as  by  the 
invincible  force  of  your  arma. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  hopes  that  your 
honorable  body  will  take  her  situation  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  place  her  on  the 
pension  list  for  five  years,  or  grant  her  such  other 
permanent  support  or  relief  as  to  you  shall  seem 
meet  and  proper. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray,  &c.  SARAH  PERRY. 

Death  of  WiUiam  Lowndu. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Soath  Carolina,  rose  and 
said,  the  melancholy  intelligence  which  was  an- 
nonnced  in  the.  gazettes  of  yesterday,  of  the 
death  of  my  distingnished  predecessor,  the  pri- 
vate advices  which  I  have  received  from  Soath 
Carolina  have  bat  too  fnlly  confirmed.  When, 
sir,  (said  he,)  it  is  recollected  that  Mr.  Lowndes 
was  constmctively  a  member  of  this  House  at 
the  period  of  his  death,  for  I  believe  that  his 
resignation  at  that  time  had  not  then  reached 
his  home;  but,  above  all,  sir,  when  we  con- 
sider the  station  which  he  occnpied  on  this 
floor,  with  snch  remarkable  honor  to  himself 
and  advantage  to  his  conntry;  when  we  are 
sensible  that  he  was  here  as  it  were  but  yester- 
day, occnpyinff  that  place  which  I  now  so  feebly 
and  inefficiently  fill ;  that  the  impression  left  by 
his  delightftil  character  and  commanding  in- 
tellect, is  yet  almost  animated  by  the  vigor  of 
life,  I  am  sare  yon  will  not  regM*d  the  few  ob- 
servations I  shall  oflfer  on  this  moamfdl  occa- 
sion, as  an  unseasonable  trespass.  I  know  too 
well  how  you  cherish  the  recollection  of  his  vir- 
tues, not  to  be  certain  of  your  kindest  and  most, 
respectful  sympathy. 

It  might,  sir,  be  seemingly  presumptuous  in 
me  to  descant  on  his  public  virtues  in  this  as- 
sembly, where  they  were  so  conspicuous!  v  exer- 
cised for  a  period  of  ten  years,  in  winch  the 
richest  and  most  various  knowledge  was  suc- 
c^sfully  blended  with  the  purity  and  ardor  of 
an  ingenuous  spirit,  and  the  intelligence  of  a 
lofty  intellect  But,  of  his  private  virtues,  I 
may  be pernaitted  to  speak.  At  home,  "where 
we  knew  him  best  and  loved  him  most ;  "  where 
our  opportunities  were  most  abundant  for  observ- 
ing the  delightful  sway  which  the  simplicity  and 
modesty  of  his  character  exercised  over  the  high- 
er fiaculties  of  his  nature,  it  will  be  allowed  us  to 
indulge  in  an  affection  for  the  individual  which 
is  quite  equal  to  the  admiration  which  acoom- 
panied  him  abroad.  In  the  softer  charities  of 
human  life,  in  the  relations  of  husband,  parent, 
friend,  and  master,  he  was  amiably  and  conspic- 
uously loved  and  distinguished. 

There  was  a  belief  in  which  public  opinion  is 
supposed  to  have  indulged,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Lowndes,  which  was  radically  unsound ;  that 
he  was  deficient  in  decision  of  character.  The 
mistake  naturally  grew  out  of  the  extreme 
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facility  of  his  disposition,  in  relation  to  all  ob- 
jects &at  were  personally  advantageons  to  him- 
self; out  of  an  habitual  acquiescence  in  the 
postponement  of  his  own  interests  and  distinctioc, 
to  make  room  for  the  aspirations  of  the  more 
sanguine  and  confident.  But,  in  any  of  those 
'  delicate  junctures  which  arise  in  morals  and 
patriotism,  where  it  might  be  expedient  to  be 
wrong,  but  honest  to  be  right,  he  had,  and 
would  uniformly  have  evinced  the  triumphant 
resolves  of  an  undismayed  and  inflexible  spirit 
He  hod  emphatically  lees  self-love  and  more 
self-denial  than  any  man  who  ever  came  within 
the  sphere  of  my  experience.  These  virtues 
were  exemplified  in  a  remarkable  degree  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  received,  and  iDvariably 
treated,  the  nomination  which  was  made,  in  his 
behalf,  by  his  native  State  to  the  first  ofiice  in 
the  eift  of  this  people. 

Whatever  opinion  he  might  have  entertained, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  he  could  not 
but  be  sensible  of  the  favorable  estimation  of 
those  who  had  a  right  to  know  him  most  inti- 
mately, but  his  generous  sensibilities  were  prin- 
cipally aroused  by  the  ill  omens  which  might 
possibly  be  gathered  from  flinging  another  com- 
petitor into  the  perilous  and  troubled  arena. 
Whilst  he  was  conscious  that  "the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States  was  one  neither 
to  be  solicited  nor  declined,"  he  would  have  re- 
garded it  as  the  greatest  misfortune  of  his  life, 
if  he  could  have  won  it  by  inflicting  upon  his 
country  the  example  of  successful  intrigue  and 
ambition — if  he  could  have  obtained  it  even  by 
one  harsh  collision,  which  could  haveshidcen  the 
foundation  of  this  Union. 

In  this  review  of  an  interesting  era  of  his  life, 
I  am  doing  little  more  than  giving  utterance  to 
those  sentiments  that  fell  from  his  own  lips. 

Alas,  sir,  when  I  contemplate  the  void  his 
death  has  produced  at  home,  that  in  a  State  not 
absolutely  sterile  in  the  production  of  able  men, 
it  will  be  long,  if  ever,  that  we  can  hope  for  the 
proud  distinction  of  furnishing  such  a  contingent 
of  genius,  worth,  and  knowledge,  so  large  in  its 
amount,  so  estimable  in  its  qualities,  for  the 
service  of  our  conmion  country,  I  cannot  but 
sifik  imder  an  invincible  dismay.  Good  men  do 
not  die,  however,  without  bequeathing  some- 
thing to  posterity*  I  have  somewhere  seen  a 
remark,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  as  philo- 
sophically just  as  it  is  consdling  to  humanity. 
However  feebly,  I  will  attempt  its  illustration. 
Vice  in  its  immediate  opecation  is  undoubtedly 
pernicious.     The  bad  man  poisons  the  atmos- 

E here  in  which  he  lives,  contaminates,  '^  frets 
is  busy  hour  on  the  stage,"  dies  and  is  for- 
gotten. But  the  virtuous  man,  such  a  being  as 
our  deceased  friend,  not  only  is  a  blessing  to  the 
age  in  which  he  lives,  but  his  virtues  visit  the 
remotest  posterity  in  a  thousand  imprassive 
shapes,  giving  "ardor  to  virtue  and  confidence 
to  truth."  From  his  ^ave  there  arises  a  halo 
of  unfading  brightness  1 

I  would  now  tender  to  you  a  resolution  which 
would  seem  naturally  to  follow  the  few  observa- 


tions in  which  I  have  indulged ;  but  I  give 
way  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whose 
fortune  it  was  to  have  and  deserve  the  un- 
bounded confidence,  friendship,  and  esteem  of 
my  distinguished  predecessor,  while  it  comports 
best  with  my  own  feelings,  that  any  testimonials 
of  respect  you  may  accord  to  the  memory  of 
my  deceased  friend  should  not  come  from  the 
State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 

Mr.  AsoHBB,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  follow,  with 
the  resolution  which  had  been  intimated  by  his 
ffiend  from  South  Carolina,  the  feeling  annun- 
ciation which  had  been  just  addressed  to  the 
House.  That  gentleman  might  well  feel  and 
speak  more  strongly  than  any  other  member  of 
the  House  could  do,  on  the  subject  of  this 
melancholy  event,  from  his  more  intimate  asso- 
ciation, both  by  residence  and  friendship,  wiUi 
the  eminent  man  whose  loss  we  deplored ;  and 
the  peculiarity  of  whose  character  and  fortune 
it  was  to  be  esteemed  and  beloved  in  the  exact 
proportion  in  which  he  was  known.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  character,  Mr.  A.  said,  in  which  the 
qualities  which  won  esteem,  were  blended  in  the 
happiest  unison  with  those  which  commanded 
it  He  had  no  intention  of  entering  into  any 
minute  delineation  of  his  character,  for  many 
reasons.  The  most  important  was,  that  he  felt 
he  was  unequal  to  the  office.  Nor  was  it  neces- 
sary, after  the  picture  which  had  been  presented 
to  us  to-day,  to  which  if  he  attempted  to  add 
any  coloring,  he  should  only  contribute  to  de- 
face, perhaps  that  which  did  not  require  to  be 
improved.  Panegyric,  on  this  occasion,  was 
indeed  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  settled 
feeling  and  opinion  of  this  country  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Lowndes.  He  had  been,  for  a  considera- 
ble time  conspicuously  before  the  public,  a  purt 
of  that  time  comprehending  a  very  trying  period 
of  our  history,  and  the  judgment  of  the  public 
had  been  awarded  in  relation  to  him.  He  was 
already  ranked  with  the  eminent  names  which 
had  passed  by  and  been  consecrated  to  national 
respect  He  was  already  ranked  as  a  man  superior 
in  worth  as  he  was  in  mind — as  one  of  the  purest, 
and  ablest,  and  most  faithful  of  the  statesmen 
who  might  chum  from  our  country  the  meed  of 
honor — ^as  combining  a  large  share  of  the  highest 
titles  to  human  deference  and  estimation,  tdent, 
and  public  service,  and  virtue.  Mr.  A.  said  that 
the  House  would  be  deficient  in  the  discharge 
of  its  appropriate  office,  it  would  not  reflect 
the  sentiments  and  the  wishes  of  the  people 
whom  it  represented,  if  it  omitted  the  testimony 
of  respectful  regret  which  was  due  to  thb 
afflicting  occasion.  The  £Ace  of  this  country  was 
clothed  in  mourning,  and  this  countenance  ought 
to  be  reflected  in  its  proper  mirror,  the  proceed- 
ings and  language  of  this  House.  The  House 
would  be  wanting  in  a  due  respect  to  itself,  if 
it  omitted  this  last  tribute  to  a  man  who  had 
filled  so  large  a  space  in  its  service,  and  brought 
to  it  BO  great  an  accession  of  reputation.  The 
House  had,  he  knew,  no  disposition  to  withhold 
the  tribute.  Their  feeling,  on  the  subject,  was 
in  a  true  accord  with  the  feeling  of  the  country. 
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Borne  gentiemen  might  suppose,  however,  that 
the  case  was  not  comprehended  by  the  role  of 
nsage  of  the  House,  in  this  respect  K  it  were 
not  so  embraced,  Mr.  A.  had  no  hesitation  for 
himself  in  saying  this  was  a  case  in  which  he 
would  make  a  rule  for  the  occasion.  He  ac- 
knowledged himself  the  obligations  of  prece- 
dent in  no  other  place  than  a  court  of  justice ; 
conceiving,  in  all  other  places,  a  higher  obedience 
to  be  due  to  the  sources  of  precedent,  the  justice 
and  reason  from  which  it  was  presumed  to  spring. 
But  the  case  did  fall  within  the  principle  and 
intendment  of  the  usage.  We  had  been  told, 
by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  that  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  constructively  a  member  of  this 
House  at  the  period  of  his  lamented  demise. 
But  for  the  near  approach  and  prospect  of  this 
event,  his  seat  would  never  have  been  vacated ; 
and  because  he  ref^ised  to  hold  an  office  of 
which  he  was  unable  to  discharge  the  duties. 
and  had  given,  in  his  last  public  act,  a  new  ana 
farther  proof  of  his  just  daims  to  our  esteem, 
was  the  testimony  of  our  respect  to  be  withheld 
from  him  which  would  otherwise  have  been  ac- 
corded? This  could  not,  Mr.  A.  knew,  be  the 
sentiment  of  the  House.  It  was  among  the  first 
duties  of  patriotbm,  especially  in  a  free  Btate,  to 
accord  a  due  testimony  of  public  sensibility  to 
eminent  public  service.  It  was  the  most  unoues- 
tionable  dictate  of  policy,,  in  such  a  State,  to  hold 
out  the  incitements,  at  once  so  cheap  and  so  splen- 
did, to  public  virtue,  which  were  afforded  by  the 
prospect  of  posthumous  honor  and  reputation.  A 
case  could  scarcely  occur,  caUing  more  loudly 
for  action,  in  reference  to  this  duty  and  this 
poUcy,  than  that  which  was  now  presented. 
Mr.  AsoHSB  had  no  doubt  that  the  House  duly 
appreciated  its  obligation ;  and  that  there  would 
De  an  unanimous  accord  in  rendering  the  last 
office  of  respect  which  he  was  about  to  propose, 
to  a  man  whom  it  would  long  be  a  subject  of 
onr  pride  to  remember,  and  of  our  regret  to 
have  lost ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  of  life  at 
which  he  might  have  bclen  expected  to  render 
still  further  services  to  his  country,  and  to 
establish  a  still  larger,  though  not  more  un- 
doubted title  to  its  esteem.  He  should,  Uiere- 
fore,  move  that  this  House  do 

JU9olvej  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Wk.  Lowmdbb, 
krte  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Soudi 
Carolina,  by  weazing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one 


Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  addressing  the 
Speaker,  said,  I  rise  to  second  liie  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia)  and  to  tender  to  him 
sincere  thanks  for  having  made  it.  To  omit  this 
homage  of  national  respect,  could  in  no  wise 
impair  the  exalted  and  well-earned  fame  of  our 
lamented  Mend,  but  it  would  indicate  a  want 
of  sensibility  to  the  greatest  bereavement,  in 
the  loss  of  a  citizen,  which  has  befallen  tlie 
Union  since  I  have  held  a  seat  in  its  councils. 
The  highest  and  beet  hopes  of  this  country 
looked  to  WiLUAif  Lowndbs  for  their  fulfil- 
ment   The  most  honorable  office  in  the  civilized 


world— the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  ftee  people, 
would  have  been  illustrated  by  his  virtues  sod 
talents.  During  nine  years  service  in  this 
House,  it  was  my  ni4>pine8B  to  be  associated  with 
him  on  many  of  its  most  important  committees. 
He  never  failed  to  shed  new  light  upon  sU  sub- 
jects to  which  he  applied  his  vigorous  and  dis- 
criminating mind.  His  industry  in  discharging 
the  arduous  and  responable  duties  constantly  as 
signed  him  was  persevering  and  efficient 

To  manners  the  most  unassnming— to  patriot- 
ism the  most  disinterested — ^to  morals  the  most 
pure — to  attainments  of  the  first  rank  in  litera- 
ture and  science — ^he  added  the  virtues  of  deci- 
sion and  prudence  so  happily  combined,  so  har- 
moniously united,  that  we  knew  not  which 
most  to  admire,  the  firmness  with  which  he  pur- 
sued his  purpose,  or  the  gentleness  with  which 
he  disarmed  opposition. 

His  arguments  were  made,  not  to  enjoy  the 
triumph  of  victory,  but  to  convince  the  judgment 
of  his  hearers;  and  when  the  success  of  his 
effiarts  was  most  signal,  his  humility  was  most 
conspicuous  I 

Ton,  Mr.  Speaker,  well  remember  his  zeal  in 
sustaining  the  cause  of  our  country  in  the  darkest 
days  of  uie  late  war.  Tou  cannot  have  forgot- 
ten— who  that  heard  him  can  ever  forget  die 
impression  of  his  eloquence  in  announciDg  the 
resolution  of  thanks  to  the  gallant  Perry,  for  the 
victory  of  Lake  Erie  ?  Alas  I  alas  I  the  stat^ 
man  has  joined  the  hero — ^never,  never  again 
shall  his  voice  be  heard  in  this  Hall.  We  shall 
hear  him  no  more,  until  the  voice  of  the  Arch- 
angel shall  summon  the  grave  to  surrender  its 
dead. 

When  Mr.  Tatlob  sat  down — 

Mr.  AsoHEB  rose  again,  and  said  that  there 
was  one  topic  of  especial  recommendation  to  the 
regard  of  this  House  possessed  by  Mr.  Lowpis, 
which,  through  inadvertence,  he  had  omitted, 
and  which  he  would  now,  in  reference  to  his 
own  feelinffs,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  aid  to 
the  resolution,  ask  permission  to  supply.  It  was 
that,  although  the  highest  allurements  bad  heen 
held  out  to  him  to  do  so,  as  Mr.  A.  had  good 
reason  to  believe,  he  could  never  be  induced  to 
change  for  any  sphere  of  public  service  generally 
regarded  as  more  honorary  the  service  of  this 
House.  There  was  nothing,  Mr.  A.  said,  which 
could  have  separated  him  from  us  but  tlie  grave. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Abohsb's  motion ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative  nem.  eon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rsm,  of  Georgia,  the  House 
then  immediately  adjourned. 


Wkdnksdat,  January  22. 
TeitimoniaU  of  Respect 
Mr.  Wbioht  rose,  and  remarked,  that  yester- 
day we  had  paid  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  William  Lowndes,  late 
a  member  of  this  House ;  and  he  felt  great 
pleasure,  as  it  was  a  new  case,  that  it  was  unani- 
mously adopted.    It  has  established  a  precedent 
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which  he  presumed  the  Hoose  would  consider 
itself  bound  to  observe.  He  therefore  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted : 

Benlved,  That  this  House  will  testify  its  respect  for 
the  memory  of  Thomas  Yin  Swkabingen  of  Ylrginla, 
LuDwio  WoBicAK  of  PemisylvaiiiA,  and  Jajcss  Ovjer- 
STBEsr  of  Sooth  Carolina,  members  of  this  House^  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Satusdat,  January  25. 
A  Message  received  from  the  Pbbsidbht  of 
THB  Unitkd  States  some  days  since,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Soute  of  Repre$entaiive$  <f  the  UtUted  SuUet  : 
The  Convention  coneloded  and  signed  at  St  Pe- 
tersbm^  on  the  2Ist  of  July  last,  under  the  me- 
diation of  His  Imperial  Mi^esty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Bnssias,  having  been  radfied  by  the  three  powers, 
parties  theroto,  and  the  ratifications  of  the  same  hav- 
mg  been  dnly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are  now  com- 
municated to  Congress,  to  the  end  that  the  meas- 
ures for  carryiDg  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-<^eration  of  the 
Legisiatnre,  neoessaxy  for  the  accomplishment  of 
some  of  its  provisions.  A  translalion  is  subjoined  of 
the  three  explanatory  documents  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, referred  to  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  annexed  to  it.  The  agreement  exe- 
cuted at  the  exchange  of  the  rattfioations,  is  likewise 
oommunicatftd  ■ 

JAMES  MONKOE. 
WASHDiaTox,  Jan.  16,  182a 

The  said  Message  and  documents  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

MoKDAY,  January  27. 
Symme$^9  Theory. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was 
the  following,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  JomraoN, 
of  Kentucky: 

To  the  homorabU  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Bepretenta- 
Uvea  m  Comgrete  ottenMed: 

The  petition  of  the  sahscribing  citizens  respectfully 
showeth,  that,  in  our  opinion,  both  the  natioxud  honor 
and  public  interest  may  be  promoted  by  the  equip* 
ment  of  an  en>loring  party,  for  the  purpose  of  pene- 
trating the  Pouur  regions,  beyond  the  Ihnits  at  pres- 
ent known ;  with  a  view,  not  only  of  making  new 
discoveries  in  geography,  natural  history,  geology, 
and  astronomy,  but  of  opening  new  sources  of  trade 
and  commeroe. 

And  it  is  our  further  opinion,  that  Captain  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  who 
professes  to  have  originated  a  new  theory  of  the 
terth,  which  may  be  verified  by  a  voyage  to  the 
North,  will  be  a  suitable  person  (assisted  by  meu  of 
science  and  experience)  to  be  introsted  with  the  con- 
duct of  such  an  expedition. 

Independently  <^  the  truth  or  error  of  Symmos's 
theory,  there  appear  to  be  many  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, or  phenomena,  pervading  the  Arctic  and 
Antarctic  regions,  which  strongly  in£cate  something 
beyond  the  Polar  circles  worthy  of  our  attention  and 
research. 

We,  therefore,  pray  Congress  to  pass  a  law  grant- 
ing an  exploring  ontfi^  in  confi>i2nity  to  onr  memo- , 


rial ;  and  thereby  at  once  subserve  the  cause  of 
philosophy  and  the  earnest  wishes  of  your  constitnenta; 

Mr.  JoHNsoK  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Fabbbllt,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JoHKsoN  hoped  it  would  not  he  laid  on 
the  table.  The  memorial  had  many  respectable 
signatures,  and  perhaps,  on  further  ezanunation, 
it  might  turn  out  that  something  useful  might 
grow  out  of  the  investigation  of  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  referring  it  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belationfr— 

Mr.  Abcheb  suggested  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring it,  in  preference,  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  the  object  of  the  memorialists  being 
probably  to  establish  a  commeroe  with  the  in- 
terior inhabitants. 

The  question  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations  was  decided  in 
the  negative — 56  to  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Littlb,  the  memiH'ial  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mouth  of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  now  lying  on  the 
table,  to  provide  for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  CHAMBEB&  of  Ohio,  required  the  yeas 
and  nays  to  be  taken  on  this  question,  in  order 
to  determine,  by  that  test,  whether  the  House 
were  really  determined  to  act  upon  the  subject 
at  the  present  sesdon. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas.  ^Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer, 
Barber  of  Connecticat,  Baylies,  Bayly,  Burrows,  Car- 
ter, Colden,  Conkling,  Cnthbert,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Eus- 
tis,  Findlay,  ¥lojd,  Forward,  Hamilton,  Herrick, 
Hill,  Holoombe,  Hubbard,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  John- 
son, Jones  of  Yir^nnia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Keyes, 
little,  McKim,  McLane,  Mallary,  Metcalfe,  Moore  ot 
Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Newton,  Pitcher,  Reed  of  Massachusetts, 
Reid  of  Georgia,  Rochester,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russell, 
Saunders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  A. 
Stevenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson,  Trimble,  Vance, 
Van  Wy<i,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White, 
Williamson,  Woodcock,  Woodson,  and  Wright— 61. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, BaU,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Barstow,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Blackledge,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Camp> 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Cocke, 
Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Oushman,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Denison,  Dickinson,  Dwight,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly, 
Forrest,  Gamett,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardki, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hobart,  Hook^ 
Ingham,  Jennings,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kent,  Lathrop^ 
Lenwich,  Linoun,  Litchfield,  McCarty,  McCoy, 
McNeill,  McSherry,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Montgomery,  Murray,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Mazyland,  New,  Patterson  of  New  York, 
Pattnnpn  of  PennsybraDia,  Phillips,  Pieraon,  Phuner 
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of  PennsylTama,  Rankin,  Beed  of  Maryland,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rodney,  Rogen,  Rnss,  Seigeant,  Sloane,  W. 
Smith,  Sterling  of  (>>nn6cticat.  Sterling  of  New  York, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Tod,  Tomlinfion,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson,  and 
Wood— 100. 

So  the  Hoase  refosed  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Tttksdat,  January  28. 
Indian  Besefn>atwnt» 
Mr.  Bankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands,  delivered  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petitions  of  William  Wilson,  Andrew 
Lacy,  Amos  Robertson,  Conelesky,  John  McNaiy, 
and  Joseph  Elliot,  formerly  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indians,  bnt  now  within  the  State  of  Alabama, 
praying  that  certain  reservations  of  land,  made  by 
treaty  to  them  for  life,  and  in  fee  simple  to  their 
heirs,  be  vested  in  the  present  possessors,  in  fee  sim- 
ple, report:  Heretofore  hmnani^  has  in  vain  ex- 
tended her  hand  to  rescue  from  annihilation  whole 
nations,  aborigines  of  this  countiy.  As  wo  have 
increased,  they  have  diminished;  and,  while  they 
have  disregarded  or  avoided  our  arts  of  civilization, 
they  have  seized  our  vices  with  avidity,  by  which 
thoy  have  wasted  away,  until  the  very  names  of  na- 
tions, once  powerful,  are  now  scarcely  recollected 
or  known.  While  thus  gradually  disappearing,  they 
have,  at  aU  times,  since  the  discovery  oi  this  country, 
been  abundantly  supplied  with  missionaries,  z?  ^'^xjs 
in  the  work  of  humanity  and  religion,  who  have  con- 
stantly presented  the  most  flattering  pictures  of  their 
success  in  civilizing  and  christianizing  them.  A  sin- 
gle question,  the  answer  to  which  every  one  is  pre- 
pared to  make,  presents  a  most  melancholy  com- 
mentary on  these  reports  of  success.  Where  have 
been,  where  are  these  subjects,  trophies  of  your  vic- 
tories over  ignorance,  cruelty,  superstition,  and  bar- 
barism ?  Experience  has  long  since  proclaimed,  in 
language  too  strqpg  to  be  disregarded,  the  almost 
total  inefficiency  of  the  measures  heretofore  adopted, 
for  the  civilization  of  Indians,  and  most  strongly  in- 
dicated the  necessity  of  adopting  a  different  policy. 
Reason  unites  with  experience  on  this  subject.  If 
the  wilderness  converts  to  savages  our  own  people, 
in  defiance  of  early  habits,  and  their  having  heen 
reared  and  educated  in  the  bosom  of  civilized  society, 
can  we  expect,  in  such  a  place,  to  change  the  man, 
by  nature,  education,  and  habit,  a  savage  I  Mere  oc- 
cupancy, without  the  power  of  disposing  of  it,  is  too 
slender  a  hold  on  property  to  render  its  acquisition 
desirable.  Custom,  the  establiahed  common  law  of 
some  Indian  nations,  deprives  the  parent  of  the  power 
of  transmitting  to  his  own  offspring,  when  he  is  torn 
from  them  bv  death,  any  property,  real  or  personal, 
he  owned  while  living.  Such  thixigs  necessarily  par- 
alyze the  arm  of  industiy.  The  example  one  indi- 
vidual presents  to  another  in  society,  and  an  honor- 
able competition  in  the  accumulation  of  property,  is 
also  a  powerful  stimulus  to  industry.  This  stimulus 
can  never  be  felt  in  the  bosom  of  the  savage,  who 
has  no  example  of  industiy  to  imitate,  no  competition 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  no  paternal  feelings  to 
ffratify,  in  providing  a  competency  for  his  children ; 
but  whose  habitation  is  the  wilderness,  and  his  farm 
the  ohase.    The  only  instances  among  Indians  of  a 


desire  to  accumulate  property,  and  to  pwgmis  in 
civilization,  are  found  connected  with  ideas  of  sepa- 
rate property,  received  from  our  people,  who  have 
settled  among  them,  and  formed  matrimonial  con- 
nections with  them.  The  commissioners  who  formed 
the  treaties  by  which  these  reservations  were  made, 
appeared  to  have  viewed  the  impossibility  of  civilizing 
Indians,  while  permitted  to  roam  through  an  exten- 
sive wilderness,  without  any  of  the  inducements  to 
industry,  which  spring  from  separate  property,  as  de- 
monstrated by  experience ;  and  intending  to  stimu- 
late them  to  industry,  by  the  example  of  our  own 
citizens,  and  the  security  of  their  property;  to  teach 
them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  preserve  tiiem  from 
that  destruction  which  has  attended  other  nations^ 
made  these  reservations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian. 
To  thote  attached  to  his  manner  of  living,  and  to  the 
Indian  himself  the  condition  that  he  shidl  forfeit  his 
land  if  he  abandons  it,  is  disagreeable ;  but  the  in- 
convenience will  be  much  less  to  their  children,  edu- 
cated with  different  habits,  than  to  the  original  pos- 
sessor. But,  if  permitted  to  alien  these  estates,  is  it 
not  highly  probable  that  both  would  return  and  sink 
into  the  savage  state  ?  Tour  committee  are  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  until  it  is  at  least  tested  by  experience, 
that  this  new  course  of  policy,  adopted  by  the  oonunia- 
aioners  making  these  reservations,  is  founded  in  error ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  a  correspondent 
policy,  adopted  by  the  States  interested,  wo^  lead 
to  an  early  extinguishment  of  the  oommmuty  of  In- 
dian title,  and  more  e£B»ctnally  lead  to  their  civiliza- 
tion, than  any  measures  which  oonld  be  adopted. 
Nor  are  we  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  say  that  it  is 
within  the  scope  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  enlarge 
the  life  estate  of  tiie  present  possessor,  so  as  to  defeat 
tuo  ^-^  simple  ru^nt  already  vested  in  the  heir& 

From  'A.^careful  examination  of  this  subject,  the 
committee  n'u  'c  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House 
the  adoption  of  txx^  following  resolution : 

Setolvedf  That  ihC  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  several  portions  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

The  report  liee  on  th^  table. 

The  C(m  ofjndge  Tait 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisivift)  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  Vhich  was  referred 
the  letter  and  accompanying  c!|pcaments  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  containing  charges  against  the  official 
condnct  of  Judge  Talt,  a  district  judge  of  the 
United  States  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  made 
A  report  exonerating  the  said  judge ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  and  documents  of  Edwin  Lewis, 
containing  charges  agunst  the  official  conduct  of 
JudgB  Tait,  a  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  report : 

That,  as  far  as  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire,  they 
find  no  ixregnlar  or  illegal  proceedings,  and  that  they 
do  not  form  any  ground  of  aocusation  before  this  House. 

The  two  first  and  principal  charges  upon  which  the 
petitioner  relies  in  sustaining  his  application,  con- 
sist in: 

Ist  ReAuing  to  permit  Edwin  Lewis  to  pmctise  in 
his  court  as  an  attorney  at  law. 

2d.  In  u«ng  insulting  language  and  gestnixx^  on 
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the  bench,  towards  eaid  Lewia^  on  his  o£foring  to 
qualify. 

It  appears  that  the  petitioner  did  not  present  him- 
self before  the  conrt  in  the  nsual  form,  with  the  evi- 
dence of  his  qualification,  and  the  testimonials  of  his 
character — ^but  unceremoniously-  offered  himself  to 
the  Clerk,  who  was  in  the  act  of  administering  the 
oath  without  any  authorization,  or  even  notification 
to  the  Judge.  This  departure  from  ordinaiy  usage, 
and  this  want  of  respectful  attention,  was  construed, 
perhaps,  into  an  act  of  rudeness,  and  might  have  been 
repressed  with  language  deemed  offensive.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  second  charge,  it  does  not  appear 
bj  the  petition  what  language  was  used,  or  gestures 
employed ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of  the  fact ;  and 
there  is,  moreover,  the  negative  to  be  inferred  from 
the  certificate  of  the  Clerk,  in  his  silence  on  this  point. 
It  appears  that  the  Judge  refused  to  allow  him  to 
qualify,  stating  "  that  he  had  that  within  his  own 
breast,  which  would  exclude  him ;"  and  this  consti- 
tutes the  injury  of  which  he  complains. 

Your  committee  therefore  reconmiend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : 

2U»olv€dj  That  Edwin  Lewis  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  letter  and  documents. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Beaumarc?Mis  Claim» 

Mr.  Andrew  SxEYBifisoir,  from  the  oommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  the  heir  and 
representative  of  the  late  Oaron  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  rel- 
ative to  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Augostin  Oaron  de 
Beanmarchais.  Mr.  S.  made  the  nsnal  motion 
to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Spkakeb  snggested  that  the  making  it 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  was  a  mere 
nominal  assigmnent  of  its  place  in  the  order  of 
business — ^tliere  being  at  least  a  hundred  and 
fifty  cases  on  the  docket  which  wonld  have  pref- 
erence over  it. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer 
the  bill  to  a  Oommittee  of  liie  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  It  was  proper,  he  said,  that 
questions  of  national  concern  should  ti^e  that 
course.  This  subject  was  of  that  nature,  and 
more  eapecially  so,  since  the  Government  of 
France  had  urged  it  on  the  attention  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smtth^s  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  aflirmative,  by  a  mar 
jority  of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 
The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 

the  heirs  of  Pierre  Augustin  Caron  de  Beaumar^ 

chais  report : 

That  this  claim  has  been  so  fireqaently  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  so  long  the  subject 
of  general  interest  and  inquiry,  that  the  oommittee 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  i*; 
more  especially,  as  there  have  been  several  reports 
heretofore  made  by  committees  of  this  House,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  to  which  your  com  - 


mittee  now  beg  leave  to  refer,  andrespectftdly  request 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  forming  a  part 
of  the  present  report  These  detailed  reports,  with 
the  documents  wUch  accompany  them,  it  is  believed, 
present  such  a  view  of  the  case  as  will  enable  the 
House  to  judge  fairly  of  its  merits;  the  committee 
will,  therefore,  content  themselves  with  presenting  the 
general  result  of  their  investigation,  rather  than  the 
reasoning  and  aiguments  by  which  that  result  has 
been  obtained. 

The  present  application,  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Euge- 
nia Beaumarchais  Delarue  (the  daughter  of  the  late 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais),  is  for  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  livres  (equal  to  $185,185  liB),  besides  inter- 
est, which  is  alleged  has  been  improperly  deducted 
from  the  account  of  her  father  against  the  United 
States,  in  the  final  settlement  at  the  Treasuiy,  in  the 
year  1805.  This  settlement  is  admitted  to  be  con- 
clusive between  the  representative  of  Beaumarchais 
and  this  Government,  except  as  to  this  million  of 
livres,  clauned  by  the  Umted  States  as  a  credit 
against  the  admitted  balance  of  Beaumarchais*  ac- 
count. The  right  to  discount  this  million  is  main- 
tained, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  one  of  the  three  miUions  of  livres 
admitted  (on  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  25th 
of  February,  1788,  between  the  Count  Yeigennes 
and  Doctor  FranUin)  to  have  been  gratuitously 
given,  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  by  the  King  of 
France  to  the  American  Government,  as  aid  and  sub- 
sidy ;  that  it  was  received  by  Beaumarchais  on  the 
10th  day  of  June,  1776,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  account 
for  its  application  to  the  American  Government,  or 
stand  chargeable  with  its  amount. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  two  questions 
only  arise  in  this  case  wluch  are  necessaiy  at  this 
time  to  be  considered  and  decided;  the  first  is, 
whether  the  one  million  of  livres  adznitted  to  have 
been  received  by  Beaumarchais  in  June,  1776,  was 
one  of  the  three  millions  given  by  France  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  mentioned  in  the  contract  of  1783 ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, if  so,  whether  it  was  received  by  Beaumar- 
chais, as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  used  by 
him  in  procuring  the  arms  and  supplies  furnished  to 
the  United  States,  and  chaiged  in  his  account  against 
them. 

As  the  amount  of  Beaumarchais*  account  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  just,  by  the  settlement  at  the  Treasuiy, 
in  1805,  this  Government  must  sustain,  by  proof, 
both  the  foregoing  propositions,  before  it  can  ri^t- 
fully  discount  this  million ;  and  if  they  fail  in  mak- 
ing good  the  discount,  it  follows  that  the  million  is 
st^  due  to  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais,  and  ought  to 
be  paid. 

The  first  point  is  veiy  clearly  made  out,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee.  They  are  satisfied  that 
the  million  of  livres  paid  to  Beaumarchais  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1776,  was  one  of  the  three  millions 
mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  the  contract  of  1783, 
and  that  it  was  received  by  Beaumarchais  horn  the 
King  of  France,  to  be  used  in  some  secret  service 
connected  with  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  aid  them  in  their  contest  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  testimony  and  circumstances  in  the  case  es- 
tablish conclusively  these  facts ;  but,  upon  the  second 
point,  it  is  equally  clear  to  your  committee  that  the 
evidence  does  not  warrant  the  opinion  that  it  was 
used  by  Beaumarchais,  under  any  obligation  of  ao- 
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ootmting  for  it  to  tu,  or  for  the  porpoae  of  procnring 
ihe  arms  and  snpplies  fumuhed  by  him  to  the  United 
States,  and  chained  in  his  aocoont ;  on  the  contraiy, 
ih»j  are  satisfied  that  this  million  was  paid  by  the 
French  Monarch  to  Beanmarchais,  as  his  confiden- 
tial agent,  for  some  secret  ^litioal  purpose,  connect- 
ed, no  donbt,  with  the  American  cause,  and  intended 
to  be  applied  secretly,  and  in  such  manner  as  he 
should  direct ;  that  this  was  accordingly  done,  and 
in  a  short  period  of  time  after  its  receipt 

That  this  million  was  not  received  by  Beanmar- 
chais,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  but  as  the 
secret  confidential  agent  of  the  French  Government, 
your  committee  cannot  doubt ;  that  he  was  responsi- 
ble only  to  his  own  Qovemment,  and  not  accotmtable 
to  ours,  they  have  as  little  doubt ;  nor  can  they  see 
with  what  propriety  or  justice  this  act  of  confidence, 
on  the  part  of  Louis  XVI,  can  or  ought  to  be  seized 
on  by  this  Government,  and  made  an  act  of  ruin 
towards  this  generous  and  distinguished  foreigner,  or 
his  orphan  daughter. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
American  Grovemment  is  not  entitled  to  ofbet  this 
million ;  that  the  evidence,  both  upon  legal  and 
equitable  principles,  not  only  falls  short  in  sustain- 
ing this  right,  but  it  is  wholly  insufficient  to  raise 
even  a  well-founded  presumption  that  it  was  used  by 
Beaumarchais  in  any  way  to  authorize  this  Govern- 
ment to  debit  him  with  the  amount,  or  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  its  application. 

This  opinion  of  your  committee  has  not  been  has- 
tily formed ;  the  interesting  and  important  character 
of  the  claim,  originating  in  transactions  imme^ately 
connected  with  our  Revolutionaxy  struggle  and  inde- 
pendence, and  attended  with  such  peculiar  circum- 
stances, induced  your  committee  to  give  it  a  patient 
and  thorough  investigation ;  and  they  feel  i^l  that 
confidence  in  the  result  of  their  labors  which  the 
most  diligent  examination  and  impartial  considera- 
tion can  give. 

They  therefore  i«oommend  that  provision  be  made 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  one  million  of  livres,  with 
interest,  to  the  daughter  of  Beaumarchais,  and  for 
that  pnipoae  they  adc  leave  to  report  a  bilL 


WsDKxsDAT,  January  29. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Oaro- 
lina,  JoBL  B.  Poinsxtt,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Progre8»  qf  the  Cimmimonert  in  running  the 
Boundary  Line  between  the    United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  under  the  Ghent  Treaty, 
Mr.  RuG«LB8  Bubmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, whic^  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day,  under  the  rule: 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion, not  heretofore  oommunicated  to  Congress,  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
commissiQners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  ascertaining  and  estab- 
lishing the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  Provinces,  described  in  the  said  arti- 
cles ;  and  whether  any  map  of  said  bounduy  has 
been  made  and  retunied  by  the  commisuoners ; 
whether  they  have  had  any  meetings  within  the  last 
year ;  and  how  much  and  what  part  of  said  line,  has 


been  settled  and  established,  or  surreyed  since  the 
first  day  of  January,  1822 ;  and  within  what  time 
the  duties  of  the  said  commissions  may  probably  be 
completed : 

And  that  the  Prendent  be  further  requested  to  in- 
form this  House,  whether  any,  and  what,  measures 
have  been  taken  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  for 
fixing  the  boundary  line  described  in  the  third  arti- 
cle <^  the  last-mentioned  treaty ;  and  whether  any 
part  of  the  said  line  has  been  fixed  and  desig- 
nated. 


TuKSDAT,  February  4. 

Lawlese  JSxpeditions  against  Ftneers  at  Peace 

toith  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbsidknt 

OF  THB  Ui^rrED  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 

as  follows : 

To  the  Haute  of  Repretentatitfe$  of  ike  Untied  Staies: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  re- 
questine  the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House 
such  information  as  he  might  possess,  with  r^;ard  to 
any  expedition  prepared  in  the  United  States,  and 
having  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  year  1822, 
against  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any  power  in 
amity  with  the  IJnited  States;  and  to  inform  the 
House  whether  any  measures  had  been  taken  to 
bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who  have  been 
concerned  in  such  expedition,  contrary  to  the  laws, — 
I  transmit  to  the  House  reports  from  l^e  Secretaries 
of  State  and  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  documents 
mentioned  in  each.  Those  documents  contain  all 
the  information  in  possession  of  the  Executive  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  d  the  resolution. 

That  a  force  of  a  veiy  limited  extent  has  been 
equipped  in  the  porU  of  the  United  States,  and  sailed 
from  thence,  for  the  purpose  described  in  the  resolu 
tion,  is  manifest,  from  the  documents  now  communl 
cated.  The  report  from  the  collectors  of  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York  will  show  in  what  manner  this 
equipment  escaped  their  notice. 

The  first  information  of  this  equipment  was  re- 
ceived from  St.  Bartholomews,  the  place  of  its  ren- 
dezvona  This  was  confirmed  afterwards  from  Cura- 
90a,  with  an  account  of  its  fiulure.  Should  any  of 
those  persons  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  care  wiU  be  taken  that  the  laws  ap- 
plicable to  such  offences  are  duly  enforced  against 
them.  Whether  any  aid  was  afforded  by  others,  to 
the  parties  engaged  in  this  unlawfril  and  oontempti- 
ble  adventure,  m  the  ports  in  which  it  was  planned, 
inconsLstent  with  ordinary  commercial  transactions, 
and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  will 
be  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  on  whose  ad- 
vioe  any  measures  in  regard  to  them  will  depend. 
JAM£S  MONKOE. 

Fkbsuabt  4, 1828. 

The  Message  and  doooments  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Gaina  and  Mint 
Mr.  BooHBSTBB,  from   the   committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  who  were  by  a 
resolution  adopted  on  the  23d  ultimo  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prolonging 
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the  ooQtiaaanoe  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphin, 
and  whether  any  amendments  in  the  laws  reg^ 
ulating  tiie  coins  of  the  United  States,  be  ne- 
cessary ;  and  also  whether  it  wonld  be  expedi- 
ent to  make  certain  foreign  gold  coins  receiy- 
able  in  payment  of  debts  dne  to  the  United 
States, — ^made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  on  the  16ih  day  of  October,  1788,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mmt, 
agreeably  to  resolutions  of  the  8th  Angnst  preced- 
ing, founded  on  a  report  from  the  then  Board  of 
Treaaaiy. 

That,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1792,  the  first  act  passed 
legnlating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  estab- 
li£ing  a  Mint,  to  be  situate  and  oanried  on  at  the 
Seat  c^  Government  for  the  time  being.  This  act 
defined  the  national  standard,  and  designated  the  de- 
scription and  denominations  of  the  various  American 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coina 

No  alteration  has  been  since  made  by  law  in  the 
standard,  relative  value,  or  weight,  of  the  respective 
coins,  except  in  those  of  copper,  which,  by  an  act  of 
14th  January,  1798,  underwent  a  small  diminution 
of  weight,  and  were,  mbseqnently,  by  an  act  of  27th 
December,  1795,  on  account  of  tiie  increased  price 
of  copper,  reduced  to  their  present  weight,  viz., 
seven  pennyweights  for  oents^  and  for  half  cents  in 
proportion.  On  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Grovem- 
ment  to  Washington,  by  an  act  concerning  the  Afint, 
of  Sd  March,  1801,  the  Bfmt  was  continued  at  Phila- 
delphia until  4th  March,  1808,  and  has  been  contin- 
uea  there  since,  by  several  successive  acts  of  Con- 
gress, the  last  of  which,  approved  14th  January, 
1818,  will  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 
•  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  urge  the  propriety  of 
continuing  the  Mint  M  well  regulated  commercial 
countries  maintain  establidiments  for  the  making  of 
national  coinage.  Ours  has  the  sanction  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  so  long  ago  as  the  21st  February, 
1782,  predicated  upon  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
States.  It  is  at  present  in  a  highly  improved 
state,  and  fully  adequate  to  all  its  appropriate  par- 


The  power  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  its 
▼alue,  being  vested  by  the  constttution  in  Congress 
exclusively,  the  States  mig^t  reasonably  complain, 
were  the  exercise  of  a  power  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  regular  operations  of  business  and  trade, 
and,  in  some  degree,  involving  our  national  charac- 
ter, to  be  neglected. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  the 
nlver  coined  at  the  Mmt  amounted  to  $12,611,199, 
and  the  gold  coinage  to  $7,709,847.  The  comnuttee 
cannot  pretend  to  any  precision  in  estimating  the 
probable  amount  of  gold  and  sQver  coins  now  in  the 
United  States;  some  of  our  statistical  writers  put  it 
at  sixteen  millions,  bemg  one  and  a  half  million  less 
than  was  supposed  to  be  in  tiie  conntiy  in  1804,  ao- 
cording  to  Blodgef  s  Manual  It  is  thought,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  underrating  the  present  aggregate 
amount,  by  stating  it  (inclu£ng  foreign  gold  and  sQ- 
ver)  at  less  than  has  been  coined  of  those  metals  at 
our  Mint. 

Vflih  respect  to  the  copper  ct^age  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  states  that,  since  the  year  1795,  copper,  hi 


the  form  of  planchets,  rea^  for  coinage,  has  been 
procured  on  contract  from  England ;  that  the  supply 
now  on  hand,  uncoined,  will  probably  g^ve  employ- 
ment to  the  Mint  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  1828, 
on  this  description  of  coinage,  and  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  about  $14,000 ;  the  total  amount  of  copper 
coinage  at  this  time  is  $448,400 ;  it  is  the  only 
bran(£  of  coinage  which  has  afforded  any  profit  to 
the  Qovemment ;  tills  profit  has  varied  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  price  of  copper  in  England, 
and  the  rate  of  exchange,  but  may  fairly  be  set 
down  at  about  twenty  per  cent.  ShovJd  the  mines  in 
tlie  regions  of  Lake  Superior,  spoken  of  in  the  intel- 
ligent communication  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
by  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  Indian  agent  at  the  Saut  of  St 
Marie,  and  submitted  to  Congress  in  December  last^ 
prove  as  valuable  as  the  agent  represents  them,  there 
is  littie  doubt  but  that,  in  the  event  of  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  titie  thereto,  and  of  the 
erection  of  a  refining  establishment  on  an  efficient^ 
basis,  taken  in  connection  with  the  increasing  fadli-^ 
ties  for  transportation,  by  water,  trom  that  region  to 
the  seaboard,  they  will  furmsh  a  superabundant  sup- 
ply of  copper  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Mint,  as  well 
as  for  every  other  necessary  one,  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  that  at  which  the  same  metal  may  be 
brought  from  EIngland. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  circumstance, 
growing  out  of  the  operaticms  of  the  Mint,  or  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted,  which  de- 
notes any  abuse,  or  demands  a  suspension  of  its  oper- 
ations. Its  location  is,  perhaps,  on  aU  accounts,  as 
favorable  as  any  other  which  might  be  designated,  and 
for  some  reasons  obviously  more  so,  to  wit :  economy 
in  the  public  expense.  The  whole  establishment,  in- 
cluding buildings,  lots,  and  machinery,  has,  alto- 
gether, cost  about  $36,000,  and,  if  exposed  to  sale, 
would  probably  fidl  far  short  of  the  expense  that 
would  be  neoessaxy  for  the  purchase  of  another  suit- 
able site,  and  for  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  a 
National  Mint  at  the  Seat  of  Government 

Again,  most  of  the  deposits  of  gold  and  silver  have 
been,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be,  made  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  those  that  are  not 
madeby  that  bank  are  generally  transferred  to  it  in 
Mmt  certificates.  This  fact  would  seem  to  indicate 
the  propriety,  if  not  neoesdty,  of  ke^faig  those  two 
institutions  near  each  other. 

Under  the  laws  regulating  the  operatioos  of  the 
Mint,  no  seignorage  can  be  charged  on  the  coinage 
of  gold  or  silver.  On  copper,  which,  as  before  men« 
tioned,  is  coined  on  account  of  Government,  the 
profit,  during  the  last  five  years,  has  exceeded 
$80,000. 

For  some  time  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  large  deposits  were 
made  through  it  in  European  coins;  uid,  of  late 
years,  the  deposits  of  rilver,  from  Mexico  and  the 
Republics  of  South  America,  have  been  very  consider^ 
able,  generally  through  the  same  medium.  While 
the  mints  of  those  countries  are  in  a  great  measure 
inoperative,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  buUioa 
from  the  mines  may  increase  our  deposits;  yet, 
wlien  their  mints  renew  their  operations,  (as  doubtless 
ther  will  before  lonff,)  the  importation  of  their  coins 
and  bullion  must  wholly  depend  upon  the  extent  of 
our  commerce  with  them.  The  importation  of  gold 
from  thence,  which  has  found  its  way  to  the  Mint, 
has  never  been  very  considerable ;  that  of  their  sQ- 
ver,  during  the  last  five  years,  amounts  to  $1,476,680, 
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while  tibat  from  all  other  places  amonnto  to  $2,86V 
024. 

The  oommittee  aak  leare  to  hring  in  a  bill  for  the 
farther  oontiniiance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia;  to 
which  bill  ihej  have  added  a  section,  providing  an 
amendment  in  the  existing  laws,  which  allow  no  de- 
duction for  the  refining  of  silver,  unless  when  below 
our  standard,  nor  any  compensation  for  the  expense 
of  alloy  in  rednoing  to  the  legal  standard  snch  sil- 
ver deposits  as  are  of  a  quality  superior  to  the 
standard. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint)  in  a  communicatiQn  of 
the  80th  ultimOi  addressed  to  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, states,  that "  it  has  been  ascertained,  firam 
many  years'  experience,  that  the  wastage  on  coining 
is  about  one  grain  per  ounce— and  this  is  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  chief  coiner.  That  on  melting  and 
refining  would  probably  be  as  much ;  but  a  reduction 
is  made  from  this  of  aU  the  charges  for  refining  gold 
and  silver  below  our  standard,  which  is  accounted 
for  to  the  Treasuzy  of  the  United  States.  Nothing 
is  retained,  except  for  refining  the  gold  and  silver 
below  our  standard ;  and  that,  as  above,  is  deducted 
from  the  allowance  of  wastage.  This,  during  the 
last  &ve  years,  amounted  to  |2,U7.** 

We8tem  Armory  proposed, 
Mr.  BRBOxmrRiDGB,  of  Kentucky,  sabmitted 
for  consideration  the  following  reeolution : 

JUsoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  establish  a  National 
Armory  on  the  Western  waters. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Bhbokknridoe  said,  he  had  offered  this 
resolution,  without  intending  the  smallest  im- 
putation on  the  Military  Committee;  and  he 
thought  he  was  justified  by  circumstances,  in 
pressing  it  on  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Bnch  a  resolution  had  been  offered  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee;  but  that  committee  was  so  divided 
in  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  they  could  not 
agree  upon  a  report,  and  the  subject  was  not 
finally  acted  upon,  in  any  way,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. At  the  present  session,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
had  himself  presented  a  similar  resolution,  and 
he  understood  that  the  Military  Committee  was 
now  divided  in  opinion  upon  the  subiect,  as 
they  had  been  at  the  last  session ;  and,  although 
a  majority  of  the  committee  was  in  favor  of  the 
object,  a  minority  could  not  agree  on  the  par- 
ticular mode  by  which  the  o^ect  shall  be  ac- 
complished. Mr.  B.,  therefore,  had  thought  it 
proper  to  present  the  question  thus  directly  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  That  the 
measure  was  important  and  of  peculiar  interest 
to  tile  Western  country,  could  not,  Mr.  B.  said, 
be  denied.  How,  he  asked,  do  the  facts  stand? 
We  find,  by  a  report  laid  before  the  House  at 
this  session,  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the 
proportion  of  arms  which  ought  to  be  aelivered 
to  the  Western  country  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment According  to  that  report,  supposing 
that  the  nine  Western  States  and  Territories 
contain  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the 
country,  there  is  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  three 
thousand  stand  of  arms  in  the  yearly  quantity 


furnished  to  the  Western  country.  He  believed, 
he  said,  that  there  is  too  high  a  sense  of  jnstioe 
in  Congress  to  suffer  them  for  a  moment  to  re- 
fuse that  portion  of  the  benefits  of  their  legisla- 
tion to  the  Western  country,  which  it  is  by  its 
population  and  circumstances  entitled  to.  The 
militia  of  the  Western  country  are  as  subject  as 
any  other,  in  time  of  war,  to  calls  upon  them  for 
actual  service ;  and  in  what  situation  were  a  por- 
tion of  that  militia,  when  called  to  the  field  dnr^ 
ing  the  last  war  ?  They  were  found  destitute  of 
arms ;  the  Government  was  unable  to  supply 
them ;  they  were  marched,  however,  to  the  field 
of  battle,  and  whilst  in  the  field  were  slaughter- 
ed without  arms  in  their  hands  wherewith  to 
defend  themselves.  We  all  recollect  tiie  scenes 
which  occurred  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  hundreds  of  your  citizens  were  marched 
to  meet  the  enemy,  not  even  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  but  to  be  daughtered  without  the  power 
of  resistance.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  nation, 
said  Mr.  Bbxoeenbidoe,  in  time  of  peace  to  pre- 
pare for  war.  As  one  of  the  means  of  discharge 
ing  this  duty,  you  are  manufacturing  arms.  On 
this  side  of  the  mountains,  you  have  two  exten- 
sive manufactories  of  arms ;  and  you  have  also 
a  Military  Academy.  These  establishments,  he 
said,  were  proper  and  valuable  to  prepare  nsin 
some  degree  for  the  awful  period  of  war.  But 
will  you  not  arm  all  yonr  citizens  alike?  Will 
you  not  arm  the  West  as  well  as  the  East,  and 
expend  some  portion  of  your  money  there  as 
well  as  here  ?  Millions  on  millions  are  expend- 
ed on  public  establishments  on  tiiis  side  of  the 
mountains,  and  nothing  on  the  otiher.  We  ask 
you  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  navies,  fortifications, 
lighthouses,  &C.,  but  simply  for  arms  for  the 
militia  of  the  West  That  portion  of  our  militia 
behaved,  during  the  late  war,  at  least  as  well  as 
those  of  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  claims,  and  the  claims  of  the  Western 
country,  in  regard  to  the  matter  now  before  the 
House,  were  entitled  to  be  heard,  and  ought  to 
he  heard.  According  to  the  statements  before 
the  House,  the  quantity  of  arms  annually  made 
for  the  United  States  was  about  88,000,  viz : 
24,000  by  the  public  armories,  and  14,000  by 
contracts,  made  under  the  act  of  1808  for  ann- 
ing  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  well  known  that  the  arms  made 
at  the  public  factories  are  better  than  any  that 
are  made  at  the  private  establishments ;  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  across  the  mountuns, 
too,  was  as  much  as  one-tburteenth  of  the  value 
of  the  arms,  both  which  considerations  strongly 
recommended  the  establishment  of  an  armory  on 
the  Western  waters  by  the  Government  Shall 
we,  said  he,  again  place  ourselves  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  were  placed  during  the  late 
war?  At  that  time^  arms  were  sent  bv  the 
€k>vemment  from  this  quarter  to  New  Orleans. 
And  when  did  they  arrive  there?  After  the 
war  was  at  an  end ;  after  the  enemy  had  been 
expelled.  The  vessel  carrying  the  arms  was 
three  months  in  getting  from  Rttsburg  to  New 
Orleans.    With  regard  to  the  consideratioii  of 
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expense,  he  presumed  this  proposition  would 
meet  with  no  objection  on  that  score.  Materials, 
labor,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  cheaper  on 
tiie  other  side  the  mountains  than  they  are  on 
this  side,  and  more  abundant.  We  have  pro- 
ject upon  project  on  foot  for  the  employment 
of  the  three  millions  of  dollars  which  are  under- 
stood to  be  now  in  the  Treasury.  No  better 
objects  can  be  devised  for  this  purpose  than 
those  which  justice  imposes  upon  us.  One  of 
these  is  to  equalize  the  distribution  of  arms  so 
as  that  tlie  West  should  receiye  its  due  propor- 
tion, instead  of  much  less  than  its  due  proportion, 
which,  from  the  documents  before  the  House, 
it  appeared  now  to  receive.  In  order  that  an 
end  may  be  put  to  this  inequality,  in  the  most 
efficient  and  convenient  and  least  eiq>ensive  man- 
ner, he  proposed  this  resolution,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  agreed  to. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Tod  asked  if  the  hour  allotted  by  rule  to  the  re- 
ception of  original  propositions  had  not  expired  ? 
Being  answered  by  the  Speaker  that  it  had,  Mr. 
Tod  moved  that  the  House  do  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  motion,  thus  post- 

S>ning  nntU  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  Mr. 
BBOxxNBiDGx'a  motioD. 


Wednxsdat,  February  6. 
Ibreifffi  Gains. 
Mr.  RocHXSTXB,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  who  were  instructed 
on  the  same  day  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  term,  the 
currency  of  the  crowns  and  five-irano  pieces  of 
France,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *^  An 
act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France  and  five-franc  pieces,'^  passed  on  the 
29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
lates to  the  crowns  of  France  and  five-franc 
pieces ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  farther  to  prolong 
the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  the  act  of  the  29ih  of  April,  1816,  these 
ooins  were  declared  to  be  a  tender  for  the  term  of 
three  years;  the  crowns,  at  the  rate  of  117.6  cents 
per  OS.,  and  the  francs  at  the  rate  of  116  cents  per 
oz.  The  former  had  been  made  a  tender  by  two 
earlier  acts,  which  had  been  allowed  to  expire.  For- 
eign gold  odns  ceased  to  be  a  tender  on  the  1st  No- 
vember, 1819 ;  and,  on  the  8d  March,  1819,  the  act 
of  the  29th  April,  1816,  was  continued  in  force,  so 
far  as  related  to  crowns  and  francs,  until  the  29th 
April,  1821.  On  the  8d  March,  1821,  it  was  farther 
oontioned  in  force,  to  the  same  extent,  nntil  the  29th 
April  next.  From  assays  lately  made  at  the  Mint, 
die  valne  of  these  coins,  per  omice,  has  been  ascer- 


tained to  be  greater  than  that  of  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars and  of  American  silver  ooins. 

It  is  believed  the  acts  above  referred  to  were  passed 
with  little  or  no  opposition,  and  that  no  complaints 
have  been  made  respectmg  their  practical  efibots; 
and  when  we  take  into  view  the  increa^g  difficulty 
of  fulfilling  engagements  by  specie  payments,  whidli 
is  the  inevitable  Consequence  of  the  acknowledged 
dimimition  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  metidlic 
medium  during  the  current  year,  the  expediency  of 
continuing  crowns  and  fiiie-frano  pieces  a  tender,  for 
a  further  tenn,  forces  itself  upon  the  minds  of  your 
committee  more  strongly  than  at  any  former  period. 

It  is  believed  that  £e  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and 
domestio,  have  been  almost  wholly  exported.  They 
have  certainly  been  withdrawn  from  droulation  to 
such  an  extent  that  some  very  inteDigont  writers 
have  asserted,  with  every  probability  of  bsing  correct, 
that  there  is  not  now  in  the  United  States  one  gold 
coin  for  every  thirty  that  were  in  the  oountxy  five 
years  ago.  Without  inquiring  into  the  causes  which 
have  produced  this  extraordmary  drain,  it  may  be 
added  that  they  have,  likewise,  operated  to  rid  us 
of  American  and  Spanish  milled  dollars  to  nearly  the 
same  extent,  and  have  left  in  the  country  scaioely 
any  of  its  usual  metallic  currency,  except  that  which 
consLBts  of  the  crowns  of  France,  five-firanc  pieces^ 
and  those  silver  coins  which  are  of  denominations 
less  than  a  dollar. 

In  corroboration  and  illustration  of  the  foregoing 
statement,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  suljdn  a  few 
well  ascertained  facts : 

There  is,  and  has  been  for  many  months,  an  unin- 
terrupted and  rising  demand,  in  our  seaport  towns^ 
for  all  descriptions  of  gold  ooins  and  dollars^  for  the 
purpose  of  remittances  to  foreign  countries.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  former  are  never  underrated  in 
any  country,  whilst  the  Spanish  milled  dollars  have 
a  universality  of  circulation  exceeding  that  of  any 
other  coin.  The  American  dollar  is  reoeived  in  the 
East  Indies  at  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent 
less  than  die  dollar  of  Spain.  There  is  very  little 
foreign  demand  for  five-frano  pieces,  and  none  for 
crownSk 

The  balance  of  spede  and  bullion  exported  firom 
the  United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on 
the  dOth  of  September  last,  according  to  the  custom- 
house  entries,  amounts  to  $7,484,634 ;  but  it  is  sup- 
posed that  th^  law  prohibiting  the  landing  of  specie, 
without  a  previous  entry  at  the  custom-liouse,  par- 
ticularly that  which  comes  from  countries  where  its 
exportation  is  forbidden,  is  sometimes  evaded. 
Whether  this  surmise  be  true,  and  to  what  extent, 
the  committee  will  not  undertake  to  say ;  nor  does 
any  thing  beyond  an  allusion  to  it  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  present  inquiry.  But  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  the  amount  of  specie  exportations  may 
also  be  xmderrated,  from  a  portion  of  it  going  out  of 
the  country  without  entry,  it  requires  no  great  stretch 
of  credulity  to  believe  that  the  balance  against  the 
United  States  for  the  said  year  amounts  to  at  least 
aix  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  no  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  the 
account  current  has  assumed  a  more  favorable  aspect 
for  the  last  four  months ;  and  there  is  less  doubt  that 
the  said  balance  was  made  up  principally,  if  not  alto- 
gether, of  gold  coins  and  of  dollars 

In  consequence  of  the  high  rate  of  all  foreign  ox- 
change,  especially  that  of  England,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  vibrated  from  10  to  12  per  cent,  it  has 
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been  confidently  asaerted  that  some  of  the  banks  in 
the  largest  commeroial  cities  in  the  Union,  in  oon- 
dncting  which  great  skill  and  foresight  have  gener- 
allj  been  discovered,  have  at  this  time  on  luand  a 
greater  amount  of  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  than 
of  all  other  descriptions  of  specie ;  and  that  none  of 
them  have  much  gold  of  any  kind,  and  scarcely  a 
single  American  or  Spanish  dollar. 

Yonr  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 
better  state  of  things  exists  in  either  of  onr  other 
cities,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Philadelphia ; 
the  proximity  of  whose  moneyed  institations  to  the 
Mint  affords  them  some  little  additional  facilities  in 
procnrinff  coins  in  cases  of  emergency ;  and  not  in- 
cluding me  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  pos- 
sesses a  decided  advantage  over  all  the  others,  on 
account  of  the  revenue  deposits ;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing such  an  immense  advantage,  this  bank  at  one 
time  found  it  necessary  to  import  quantities  of  for- 
ttgn  coin,  specially  with  the  view  to  meet  any  possi- 
ble exigency  whioi  might  press  upon  it 

As  one  among  the  many  proofs  that  might  be  ad- 
duced to  show  the  extent  and  rapidity  with  which 
specie  has  been  banished  from  the  United  States,  the 
committee  submit  a  statement,  which  they  think  will 
not  be  contradicted,  ^daaX.  the  specie  in  the  Boston 
banks,  which,  in  January,  1821,  appears  to  have 
amounted  to  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was,  in  June  last,  reduced  to  $406,276.  It  is 
imposnble  to  state,  widi  any  certainty,  the  compara- 
tive extent  of  the  whole  diminution  in  the  United 
States;  but  many  commercial  men  estimate  that 
about  one-third  of  all  the  specie  in  the  oonntiy  left  it 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year. 

Should  the  act  of  Congress,  making  the  crowns 
and  francs  a  lawful  tender,  be  suffered  to  expire  at 
tiiis  time,  and  any  serious  or  large  demand  be  sud- 
denly made  upon  the  banks,  they  might  find  it  ex- 
tremely difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  meet  it.  Such 
an  event  would  be  highly  injurious,  and  it  might, 
therefore,  be  dangerous  to  degrade  their  present  me- 
tallic capital.  Even  now,  with  what  ^ey  have  in 
their  vaults,  they  are  frequently  subjected  to  un- 
pleasant embarrassments  in  providing  for  the  de- 
mands which  are  occasionally  made  from  one  com- 
mercial place  on  another;  and  it  is  believed  that,  for 
neariy  a  year  past,  their  principal  support  and  cx^t 
have  been  derived  from  mutual  forbearance,  super- 
induced by  mutual  wants,  and  a  community  of  in- 
terest 

To  prove  that  these  conjectures  are  not  fallacious, 
the  committee  will  not  go  beyond  the  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
Congress.  By  a  schedule  of  the  situation  of  the 
eleven  banks  in  this  district,  contained  in  a  report 
submitted  to  Concress  in  April  last,  it  appears  that, 
at  that  time,  wim  capitals  exceeding,  collectively, 
$5,000,000,  they  had  an  aggregate  of  $955,712  in 
notes,  in  circulation;  and  only  $262,187  of  specie, 
in  all  their  vaults. 

Under  the  present  state  of  the  money  market, 
should  it  long  continue  as  it  now  is,  a  formidable  re- 
action must  ensue,  by  the  depreciation  of  all  property, 
the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  most  of  the  safe 
paper  medium,  and  the  consequent  bankruptcy  of 
veiy  many  of  our  most  enterprising  merchants. 

Whether  banks  have  been  productive  of  more  good 
than  evil  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire ;  but  it  may 
be  stated  that  th^  are  now  so  completely  fastened 
vpon  the  community,  and  their  credit  is  so  intimately 


connected  with  the  moneyed  interests  of  the  oountiy, 
and  any  shock  they  might  experience  would  be  so 
severely  felt,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  General  Grovemment  to  afford  them  support, 
compatible  with  the  discreet  exercise  of  its  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  coins.  Past  experience  and  pres- 
ent exigencies  clearly  demonstrate  that  we  cannot 
yet  dispense  with  the  use  of  foreign  coins,  aldion|;^ 
it  was  confidently  predicted,  thirty  years  ago,  by 
some  of  our  statesmen,  that  their  beneficial  tendency 
would  be  superseded,  by  die  operations  of  the  Mint, 
within  the  space  of  direo  years. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  inconvenience  of 
using  a  variety  of  coins,  unequal  in  their  purity ;  but 
cannot  resist  the  conviction  that,  as  a  tempoimzy  ex- 
pedient, it  would  be  wise  in  Ccmgress  to  extend  its 
fostering  care  to  the  banks,  by  Maigning  a  determii^ 
ate  legal  value  to  the  almost  only  coins  now  remaiit- 
ing  in  their  vaults. 

There  is  anoUier  consideration  which  ought,  per- 
haps, to  be  adverted  to.  If  the  act  making  crowns 
and  francs  a  tender  be  suffered  to  expire,  the  banks, 
with  the  exception  of  those  at  Philadelphia,  will  be 
compelled  to  transport  those  coins  to  the  Mint,  at 
great  expense,  and  some  risk,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
converted  into  American  coins ;  and  when  that  shall 
be  done  their  new  character  would  give  them  an  im- 
mediate passport  to  Europe,  llie  committee,  there- 
fore, conclude  that,  while  it  is  admitted  that  the  rate 
of  exchange  is  heavily  against  us,  the  precious  metals 
rapidly  vanishing,  stocks  going  abroad,  property  de- 
preciating, and  insolvenoies  multiplying,  every  in- 
ducement should  be  held  out  for  the  importation  of 
specie  and  bullion,  and  for  the  retention  of  that  which 
our  capitalists  now  possess. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  continuing 
crowns  and  five-francs  a  lawful  tender,  as  heretoTofe, 
until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1825,  which  they  ask 
leave  to  report 

Tbeasurt  Depabxxemt,  Jim,  80,  1828. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
requesting  mv  opinion  of  the  expedien<7  of  prolong- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  due 
regard  to  the  public  interest  requires  that  that  estab- 
lishment should  be  continued  for  some  time  longer  at 
Philadelphia. 

The  present  state  of  our  currency  also  justifies  the 
conclusion,  that  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1821, 
continuing  in  force,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  so  much 
of  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  as  makes  crowns 
and  five  franc  pieces  of  France  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  ought  to  be  continued  for  a  limit- 
ed period.  • 

I  remain,  with  respect,  yonr  most  obedient  servant^ 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  WV.  B.  ROGHESTEB, 

ChamMOk  ^fStltd  CoamUUsy  ^ 

Thubbday,  Febraary  6. 
Foreign  Cains, 
Mr.  RooHBSTEB,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  18th  ultimo,  to  inqoire  into  the  expe- 
^ency  of  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
Portagal,  France,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  the  United  States,  at  their 
intrinsic  value,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
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Britain,  Portngal,  France,  and  Spain,  receiyable 
in  payments  on  account  of  public  lands ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  further  to  prolong  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  The  report 
la  as  follows  : 

The  gold  coinB  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
tiieir  present  standards,  correspond  almost  exacUj 
with  oar  own — ^those  ot'  IVance  are  not  so  fine,  and 
those  of  Spain  still  less  pore. 

Although  no  rogolar  report  of  the  assays  of  these 
coins  has  been  maide  hy  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
since  1819,  during  which  year  the  last  act  of  Con- 
gress, declaring  them  a  lawful  tender,  expired ;  yet, 
ftt>m  mmerons  assays  made  since  on  deposits,  it  has 
been  abundantiy  ascertained  that  their  intrinsic  value 
is  equal  to  that  which  was  assigned  to  them  reflect- 
ively by  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816. 

The  committee  assent,  witbout  hesitation,  to  the 
expediency  of  making  them  reoeiTable  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  the  United  States  on  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands;  but -doubt  the  propriety  of  making  them  a 
tender  on  other  debts,  duties,  taxes,  or  sums  of 
money,  which  have  or  may  become  due  to  the  Qov- 
emmeut. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  stated  in  a  preyious  report 
of  the  committee,  that  the  g^ld  coins  of  eyery  de- 
scription and  denomination,  whether  American  or 
foreign,  have  of  late  been  almost  entirely  banished 
from  our  seaport  towns,  yet  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that,  owing  to  the  constant  emigrations  to  the  west- 
em  oountiy  from  Europe,  and  to  the  acknowledged 
want  of  confidence  in  many  of  their  banking  institu- 
tions, considerable  sums  of  foreign  gold  have  found 
their  way  into  that  oountiy,  and  have  been,  and  are 
much  relied  on  as  part  of  the  means  of  paying  the 
debt -there  due  for  public  lands. 

The  committee  are  assured  that,  vezy  many  of  the 
purchasers  of  those  lands  being  persuaded,  firom  long 
habit,  that  gold  Would,  on  account  of  its  metallic  pre- 
ciousness,  continue  to  be  the  safest  and  most  in  de- 
mand as  a  circulating  medium,  have  studiously  and 
carefully  preserved  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  pay- 
ments to  die  receivers  of  pubUc  money  on  their  land 
purchases. 

The  debt  on  account  of  sales  of  the  public  lands  is 
so  large  that^  it  is  believed,  eveiy  facility  and  induce- 
ment, compatible  with  the  just  rights  of  the  General 
Government,  should  be  extended  by  Congress  for  its 
speedy  reduction,  and  final  extinguiahment,  by  actual 
payments. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  annexed  oom- 
munication  of  the  8d  of  Februaiy  instant,  made  in 
reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Treasurv  Depart- 
ment, by  direction  of  the  committee,  that  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  has  found  it  expedient  to  au- 
thorize the  receivers  of  public  money  to  continue  to 
receive  the  coins^  adverted  to  in  this  report,  **  in  pay- 
ments on  account  of  public  lands  ; "  and  that  "  they 
are,  in  fact,  now  received  bv  them."  The  reasons 
assigned  in  said  oommunicaaon  for  giving  such  au- 
thority to  the  receivers,  are  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
the  committee,  and  strongly  indicate  the  proprie^, 
not  to  say  necessity,  of  giving  to  that  authority  the 
sanction  of  law. 

TsxiscBT  Dkpabikznt,  Feb,  8,  182a 
Sot :  In  rejdy  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  in- 
quiring whedier  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  xnak» 


the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and 
Spain,  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United  States, 
at  their  intrinsic  value,  and  especially  in  payments 
on  account  of  the  public  lands,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  it  is  deemed  proper  that  they  should  be 
made  a  lawful  tender  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  public  lands.  Upon  the  expira- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress  which  made  them  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  in  the  United  States, 
the  reoeiven  of  public  money  were  authorized  to  con- 
tinue to  receive  them  in  all  payments  on  account  of 
public  lands,  and  they  are  in  fact  now  received  by 
them.  This  authority  was  given,  first,  because  no 
doubt  was  entertained  that  the  creditors  of  the  Crov- 
emment  in  the  States  and  Territories  where  the  land 
offices  were  established,  would  receive  such  coin  in 
preference  to  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  established 
in  those  States  and  Territories.  And,  second,  be- 
cause the  refusal  of  those  coins,  and  of  the  notes  of 
the  local  banks,  would  have  placed  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  purehasen  of  the  public  lands  to  make  payment, 
as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  its  offices,  did  not  dreulate  among  them,  and  the 
ouirent  coin  of  the  Union  did  not  circulate  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  meet  even  a  small  proportion  of  the 
payments  due  by  them. 

In  terminating  this  letter  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  relative  cnnent  value  of  gold  and 
silver  diffen  materially  from  that  established  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  The  consequence  has 
been,  that  the  gold  coin  of  the  United  States  has  al- 
ways been  exported,  whenever  the  rete  of  exchange 
between  the  United  States  and  the  oommeroial  na- 
tions of  Europe  has  been  in  fkvor  of  the  latter.  If 
the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  should  be  made 
equsl  in  value  to  sixteen  times  the  value  of  silver 
ooios  of  the  same  quantity  of  pure  silver,  they  would 
be  exported  only  when  Uie  rate  of  exchange  should 
be  greatly  against  the  United  States. 

This  subject  was  presented  more  fully  in  a  report 
made  by  this  Department,  upon  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  comnuttee. 

I  remain,  with  reqpect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  W.  B.  ROCHBBTKB, 

C.CoHthe  MuU. 
Sujppressian  ofPubUc  Loeumenti, 

The  resolution  snbmitted  by  Mr.  Oahpbeix, 
of  Ohio,  as  modified  by  his  acceptance  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Oook  of  Jllinois, 
being  under  consideration,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

**  JRe9ohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  as- 
certain by  whom  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph, 
in  the  letter  of  William  R.  Dickinson,  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Steubenville,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury, dated  tlv  8d  day  of  April,  1819,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  this  House  at  the  last  session,  was 
caused,  with  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions,  and 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papen:  And 
that  the  taid  conmiUee  be  mdrwcted  to  prepare  and  re- 
port to  this  Souse  a  digest  of  the  evidence  contained  m 
Ikeprinted  docvmmtg^  {m  which  the  said  printed  letter 
A  b  is  included^)  ifanff  such  there  be,  to  show  whether 
uncurrent  or  depreciated  bank  notes  were  taken  in  iieu 
of  cashy  from  any  of  the  banks  in  which  the  public 
moneys  were  dq)osited;  wftsiAer  jwMic  monejfs  Aovs 
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not  been  ducontmued  to  be  depotUed  m  branches  of 
the  United  Statei  Bank,  and  plaeed  m  certain  local 
banktj  situated  in  the  same  towns  or  neighborhood, 
without  compbfing  with  the  directions  of  the  law  on 
that  subject  f  and  whether  such  transfers  have  not  re- 
sulted in  loss  to  the  Government;  whether  the  public 
money  has  not  been  honed  to  those  banks,  m  whit^ 
standing  deposits  were  made,  under  the  name  ofdnposits} 
and  whether  such  loans  or  deposits  have  not  resulted  in 
loss  to  the  Government;  wheiher  security  was  not  neglect- 
ed to  be  taken  insome  one  or  more  instaneeSfforthepunc- 
tualitg  of  one  or  more  banJcs,  which  prcposed  to  give  such 
security,  and  whdher  such  failure  has  not  rmUted  in 
loss  to  the  GovemmcnC* 

And  Mr.  Gilmke,  of  Georgia,  having  yester- 
day proposed  farther  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

*<  And  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  or  confedenu^^  of  members,  have 
made  nse  oi  the  papers  of  this  House  for  the  pnipose 
of  making  charges  against  any  department  of  this 
Ghiremment,  which  that  member,  or  thoee  members, 
know  to  be  false : " 

And  the  qnestion  being  on  agreeing  thereto— 

Mr.  Saukdebs,  of  North  Carolina,  rose.  His 
object  in  rising  was  not,  himself,  to  enter  far- 
ther into  this  discassion,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  li  he  woald  not  do  so,  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  would  move  to  strike  oat  the  part 
which  had  been  inserted  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  CooiL  (and  is  printed  in  Italic  in  the  above 
oopy  of  tne  resolution.)  He  asked  this  from 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  because  he  thought 
that  both  his  amendment  and  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  were  calcnlated  to  embar- 
rass the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  QiLMSB  said  that,  on  a  question  which 
had  created  so  much  personal  feeling  in  the 
breasts  of  some  members  of  the  House,  and  of 
himself  more  particularly,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  do  any  thing  which  the  calculating,  prudent 
gentlemen  of  the  House  should  think  improper. 
After  the  excitement  of  the  moment  has 
passed  by,  he  was  rather  disposed  to  act  upon 
their  opinion  than  his  own.  With  pleasure, 
therefore,  he  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  and  of  that  class 
of  persons  in  the  House  for  whom  he  had  a 
high  respect,  and  with  whom  it  was  his  pleas- 
ure generally  to  act.  Mr.  G.  then  withdrew 
the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Satxndbbs  then  moved  to  stnke  out  of  the 
resolution  that  part  of  it  which  w^  yesterday 
inserted  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cook,  declar- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  he  should  with  pleas- 
ure give  his  support  to  the  same  inquiry,  if  pro- 
posed in  a  distinct  resolution,  for  appointing  a 
separate  committee.  He  moved  to  strike  it  out 
only  because  it  proposed  an  inquiry  wholly  dis- 
tinct from  the  original  motion,  and  the  two 
would  only  embarrass  one  another. 

Mr.  Cambpell,  of  Ohio,  said  when  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cook  was  yesterday  presented,  he 


had  thought  at  first  that  it  would  embarrass  the 
inquiry  proposed  in  the  first  resolution.  But, 
upon  a  closer  examination,  he  was  induced  to 
think  differently ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  there 
was  a  sufficient  connection  between  the  two  to 
keep  the  subjects  connected;  and  he  would 
state  the  grounds  of  this  opinion.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  appeared,  said  Mr.  C,  to  inti- 
mate that  the  conmiittee  which  heretofore  pur- 
sued the  subject  did  not  go  as  far  as  it  should 
have  done  in  examining  the  character  of  the 
documents  referred  to  it ;  and  that  if  it  had  gone 
further,  a  different  impression  from  that  iwiiich 
it  has  expressed  would  have  been  the  result. 
If^  Mr.  C.  said,  any  credit  is  due  to  statements  of 
this  kind ;  if  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  withheld  information  whi(^ 
ought  to  have  been  imparted  to  this  House,  it 
appears  to  me  a  proper  subject  for  investigation. 
If  in  the  progress  of  events  it  should  turn  out — 
and  I  am  arguing  as  the  nature  of  the  case  v^ 
pears  to  require  that  I  should — ^that  any  docu- 
ments have  not  been  communicated  from  the 
Treasury  Department  that  ought  to  have  been, 
showing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
interested  in  withholding  them,  in  order  to  avoid 
an  implication  of  himself  I  ask  the  committee 
whether  that  be  not  a  fair  subject  of  investiga- 
tion? We  know  that  the  fact  of  the  deposit  of 
money  in  certain  banks  was  unpopular ;  and  if 
any  documents  or  parts  of  documents  respecting 
that  fact  have  been  withheld,  the  committee 
may  inquire  by  whom  and  whv  these  documents 
were  suppressed.  Mr.  0.  said  he  therefore  was 
opposed  to  striking  out  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Saundebb  sud,  as  he  did  not  intend  by 
his  motion  to  afford  any  ground,for  the  remot- 
est implication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  wished  only  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  from  w^hat  might  be  too  great  a  burden  on 
him  as  the  ehairman  of  the  new  committee,  and 
was  besides  not  connected  with  the  subject  of  his 
original  motion;  and  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  appeared  to  have  no  objection  to  take  this 
burden  upon  himself  he  (Mr.  8.)  withdrew^  his 
motion  to  amend  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CooKj  of  Illinois,  said  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  his  proposition  yesterday  offered,  and 
incorporated  in  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  to  substitute  another,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which  he  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  this 
amendment,  as  going  unnecessarily  into  detail. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  mean  by  any  thing  he  should  say  to  contrib- 
ute any  thing  to  such  a  debate  as  that  of  yester- 
day. His  object  in  rising  was  to  renew  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  amendment  yeterday  en- 
grossed on  the  original  resolution.  Should  this 
motion  succeed,  the  gentleman  from  lUinois 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  present  the  sev- 
eral subjects  which  he  wished  investigated  in 
his  own  way,  and  there  wofild  be  no  question 
but  every  gentleman  in  the  House  would  unite 
in  allowing  the  utmost  latitude  to  his  investiga- 
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tions.  Mr.  E.  said  he  would  pat  it  in  the  power 
of  the  gentleman  to  present  uie  question  in  the 
shape  most  agreeahle  to  himself.  If  that  gen- 
tleman helieved  in  the  existence  of  ahuses,  such 
as  he  had  intimated,  he  would  find  no  gentle- 
man unwilling  to  go  along  with  him  to  investi- 
gate them  to  the  extent  of  his  own  wishes.  I 
will  give  my  support,  said  Mr.  E.,  to  any  resolu- 
tion which  he  may  offer,  if  he  accompanies  it 
with  an  allegation  of  any  abuse  of  public  trust. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Oarolina,  waa  of 
opinion  that  the  two  oljects  embraced  in  the 
resolution  ought  to  go  together.  They  related, 
he  said,  to  identically  one  and  the  same  sub- 
ject. The  inquiry  for  the  conmiittee  will  be, 
what  were  the  motives  of  the  suppression, 
which  we  regard  as  an  outrage  on  propriety 
and  on  the  dignity  of  the  House!  'Vthat  were 
the  motives  which  led  to  it?  The  motives  are 
necessarily  connected  with  the  facts  which  may 
have  induced  it.  Mr,  H.  said  he  could  not  see 
any  object  to  be  gained  by  a  division  of  the 
subject  between  two  committees;  and  he  was 
anxious  that  no  division  of  the  inquiry  should 
take  place  which  would  lead  to  the  appointment 
of  two  committees.  He  wished  the  two  in- 
quiries to  go  on  hand  in  hand,  and  not  from 
iffiy  want  of  deference  and  respect  to  the  author 
of  the  present  resolution.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should 
move,  when  it  would  be  in  order  to  do  so,  to 
refer  the  inquiry  to  the  same  committee  which 
has  already  had  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation. He  would  do  so  because  it  must  be 
within  the  conviction  of  every  member  that 
that  committee  had  discharged  its  duty  in  a  man- 
ner which  entitled  it  to  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  House — ^their  proceedings  and  report 
having  been  candid,  lucid,  fair — ^and  because,  as 
they  were  already  familiar  with  the  subfect, 
much  would  be  gained  in  point  of  time,  wnich 
at  this  period  of  the  session  was  of  some  impor- 
tance, by  giving  the  matter  again  in  charge  of 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  eecond 
branch  of  the  resolution,  because  he  saw  no 
necessary  connection  between  that  and  the  origi- 
nal motion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  ascer- 
tain who  made  these  marks  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  speculation.  He  did  not 
wish  to  embarrass  that  inquiry  by  connecting 
it  with  extraneous  matter.  Nor  could  he  see 
any  propriety  in  recommitting  this  subject  to 
the  same  committee  which  has  abready  exam- 
ined it.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  called  upon  for  all  the  papers  connected 
with  any  particular  subject,  and  he  has  not 
communicated  them  all,  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  House  to  get  those  which  have  been  with- 
held. This  is  a  thing  which  is  of  common  oc- 
currence, said  Mr.  F.,  and  I  know  it  has  oc- 
curred in  regard  to  resolutions  which  I  myself 
have  offered.  A  year  or  two  ago,  he  said,  he 
had  submitted  a  resolution,  calling  upon  the 
Navy  Department  for  certain  papers,  which 
have  never  yet  been  submitted.    So  it  has  hap- 


pened with  regard  to  calls  upon  other  depart- 
ments. When,  last  session,  the  Department  of 
War  was  called  upon  for  the  invoices  of  certain 
goods  purchased  by  the  Indian  factors,  they 
never  were  reported.  Even  as  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  he  wrote  for  a  passport  for  a 
friend  who  was  going  abroad,  and  could  not  get 
it— he  procured  a  member  of  the  Senate  to  ask 
one  from  the  British  Minister,  and  got  it  with- 
out difficulty.  Last  session,  a  call  was  made 
upon  the  President  to  show  in  what  manner 
the  money  had  been  expended,  which  is  an- 
nually appropriated  under  the  act  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  call  was  not  answered. 

Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  said  he  could 
not  see  the  necessity  of  the  resolution,  as  at 
first  submitted ;  and  for  that  reason,  in  partic- 
ular, he  thought,  if  it  did  pass,  it  should  be  in 
its  amended  shape.    If,  said  he,  you  strike  out 


the  part  which  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
you  strike  out  all  that  which  constitutes  the 
most  important  part  of  the  inquiry.  The  two 
objects  of  inquiry  could  well  be  united,  and  they 
ought  to  go  together,  because  they  were  nearly 
connected.  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  amendment 
was  the  only  material  and  the  substantial  part 
of  the  resolution  as  it  now  stands.  The  resolu- 
tion, in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  is,  in  my  view,  said 
Mr.  S.,  totally  unnecessary.  I  am  not  in  the 
dark,  if  other  gentlemen  are,  as  to  who  caused 
the  suppression,  so  often  alluded  to.  Not  that 
I  have  any  knowledge  on  the  subject  which 
everybody  else  may  not  have,  but  I  rest  my 
conviction  first,  upon  the  face  of  the  documents 
themselves,  and,  secondly,  on  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment My  mind  has  been  brought  to  the 
conviction,  by  all  the  circumstances,  that  he, 
and  he  alone,  made  them.  I  call  not  in  ques- 
tion his  merits ;  he  is  not  even  personally 
known  to  me — and  I  have  only  heard  of  him  as 
a  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  great  indus- 
try. He  has  interfered,  however,  with  the  doc- 
uments of  this  House,  and  he  boldly  told  the 
committee,  that  he  marked  the  word  out^  where 
it  appears  marked  on  several  passages  that  are 
omitted  in  the  printing.  I  say  that  Mr.  Dickins 
might  have  gone  further,  and  told  the  commitr 
tee  that,  when  he  made  part  of  those  marks, 
he  made  the  whole  of  them.  I  do  not  mean  to 
impeach  the  veracity  of  that  gentleman,  or  even 
his  motives.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  he  acted 
on  his  own  authority,  and  without  the  authority 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  viola- 
tion  of  the  direction  of  the  House  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  laid  before  it.  I 
have  heard  but  one  sentiment  expressed  by  all 
who  have  viewed  tliese  papers,  which  is,  that 
they  were  all  made  by  the  same  pencil,  and 
at  tiie  same  time ;  and  I  defy  any  gentleman  of 
candor  to  inspect  the  papers  and  say  that  they 
were  not.  all  made  by  the  same  hand.  If  Mr. 
Dickins  did  make  all  the  marks,  as  I  contend  he 
did|  what  occasion  is  there  to  go  into  a  further 
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inqniry  on  the  subjeoi.  But,  continued  Mr.  8., 
I  have  a  farther  argument  to  show  that  Mr. 
Dlokins  did  make  these  marks.  It  has  been 
intimated,  without  the  least  ground,  that  some 

fmtlemon  of  the  House  may  have  made  them, 
am  astonished,  sir,  that  any  gentleman  should 
dare  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  make  such  an  in- 
timation, without  proof  positive  of  the  fact.  It 
is  our  duty  to  protect  the  character  of  this  House, 
and  we  ought  never  to  permit  ourselves  to 
charge  any  one  of  its  members,  in  the  House, 
or  out  of  it,  with  improper  conduct,  without 
positive  proof  to  sustain  the  charge.  I  call 
upon  gentlemen  to  show  me  the  least  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  intimation.  A  particular  mem- 
ber of  this  House  was  alluded  to  yesterday,  as 
having  possibly  made  this  mark.  I  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  a  gentleman,  reputable  as  he  is, 
of  unimpeached  integrity,  stigmatized  as  one 
who  not  only  made  tibis  erasure,  but  as  being 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  which,  if  it  existed, 
would  be  disgraceM  to  those  concerned,  and 
disgraceful  to  the  House.  What  do  the  com- 
mittee say?  Who  did  make  these  marks?  I 
do  not  mean  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man ; 
I  would  scorn  to  impeach  the  motives  of  any 
man  in  or  out  of  the  House— and  it  was  witli 
great  surprise  I  heard  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia yesterday  make  a  direct  allusion  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
Are  we  to  point  at  them,  and  hoot  at  them,  when 
they  happen  to  attend  ladies  to  the  gallery  of 
the  House  ?  I  do  not  mean,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  im- 
pute to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  any  im- 
proper motives  for  this  allusion,  dK$.,  because  he 
is  a  high-minded  and  honorable  man.  He  him- 
self, fif  ter  a  night's  reflection,  has  in  an  honora- 
ble manner  retraced  his  steps,  and  withdrawn  his 
proposition.  But,  to  return  to  the  marks.  The 
committee  reports  that  Mr.  Dickinsdid,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  declarations,  mark  out  three  of 
these  passages,  in  doins  which  he  acted  in  an 
unwarranted  and  unauthorized  manner.  What 
do  the  committee  say  in  their  report  of  the  par- 
ticular erasure  which  was  the  subject  of  their 
inquiry  ?  They  say  that,  had  the  same  causes 
existed  for  that  erasure,  the  committee  would 
have  remarked  that  the  probability  of  that  era- 
sure also  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Dickins  was 
strong,  and  that  nothing  but  the  peculiarity  of 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  make 
the  other  marks  weakened  it.  From  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Dickins,  what  do  the  committee 
infer?  That  the  probability  of  Mr.  D.  having 
hhnself  made  the  erasure  is  destroyed  ?  No ; 
but  that  it  is  weakened.  Mr.  8.  proceeded  to 
read  passages  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins as  reported  by  the  committee,  contrastine 
his  evidence  on  the  three  days  he  was  examined 
— ^for,  Mr.  8.  said,  he  was  examined  three  sev- 
eral days,  and  at  different  times  this  evidence 
was  dragged  from  him.  Could  Mr.  Dickins 
have  made  this  erasure,  he  asked,  without 
knowi^  whether  he  made  it  or  not?  I  appeal 
to  the  House,  said  Mr.  8.,  i^  from  the  evidence 
of  the  documents  themselves,  and  the  strange 


testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  who  admits  he  did 
make  all  the  other  marks,  and  from  the  fact 
that  this  mark  was  made  apparently  with  tiie 
same  pencU,  whether  he  ought  not  to  have  re- 
collected marking  it.  The  reasons  were  not 
such  as  to  have  induced  him  to  make  the  marks 
in  that  particular  letter,  he  says,  and  therefore, 
he  thinks  he  did  not  make  it ;  and  said  Mr.  8., 
the  reasons  were  such  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
made  any  of  those  which  he  adcnowledges  to 
have  made — strong  and  imperative  was  the  rea- 
son why  he  should  not  have  done  it. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said,  from  the  course 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  taken, 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  in  defence  of  his  original  motion,  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  seemed  to  consider 
so  unnecessary.  It  might  be  owing  to  the  ad> 
vantage  which  that  gentleman  possessed  over 
other  gentlemen,  that  he  had  been  able  to  dis- 
cover who  had  made  the  disputed  erasure.  It 
is  well  known,  said  Mr.  C,  that  such  is  the  struc- 
ture of  the  human  mind,  that  less  evidence  is 
necessary  to  convince  some  minds  than  is  nece»> 
sary  to  convince  others.  For  my  part  I  am 
slow  to  believe  in  such  facts  as  he  charges  on 
Mr.  Dickins.  It  may  be  considered  as  an  un- 
deniable fact,  however,  that  some  person  has 
caused  the  suppression  of  this  paragraph  of  a 
document.  Tne  object  of  the  inquiry  which  I 
have  proposed  is,  to  ascertain  who  this  person 
was.  It  is  proved  not  to  have  been  the  printers : 
that  is  put  beyond  question.  Whether  it  was 
some  person  in  this  House,  or  attached  to  this 
House,  or  to  the  Treasury  Department,  is  a  sub- 
ject for  inquiry,  and  the  proof  submitted  by  the 
committee  does  not  warrant,  to  my  mind,  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  seems  to  have  arrived.  I  will  admit  that, 
by  straining  the  testimony,  you  may  infer  that 
Mr.  Dickins  himself  may  have  made  the  erasure, 
I  have  examined  the  evidence  with  attention, 
however,  and  have  not  satisfied  myself  on  that 
point.  As  I  presume  many  other  members  are 
in  the  same  ntuation  with  myself,  it  seems  ne- 
cessary, that  the  first  part  of  this  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  whatever  becomes  of  the  re- 
mainder of  it.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  notice 
the  observation  of  Mr.  Flotd,  and  to  show  that 
there  is  such  an  analogy  between  the  two  objects 
of  the  resolution  as  to  justify  their  connection. 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  appear  that  any  person 
had  been  privy  to  this  erasure  with  an  intention 
to  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  House;  but  such 
had  been  the  effect  of  the  erasure.  He  did  not 
expect  to  obtain  conclusive  proof  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  further  investigation.  If  any  person 
would  commit  a  fraud  of  this  description,  he 
would  not  do  it  openly,  and  any  one  who  had 
made  the  erasure  with  fraudulent  intention, 
would  doubtless  peijure  himself  to  conceal  it. 

The  proof,  he  said,  was  not  conclusive  that 
Mr.  Dickins  made  these  marks.  As  to  the  ar- 
gument of  all  the  marks,  those  acknowledged, 
and  that  which  is  denied,  being  made  by  the 
same  pencil— if  I  know  any  thing  about  penoik| 
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said  Mr.  0.,  they  all  make  the  same  kind  of 
marks.  That  argument,  therefore,  can  haye  no 
weight  with  me  in  the  determination  of  the 
question.  Kr.  0.  then  recapitulated  the  objects 
of  the  part  of  .the  resolution  which  was  jester- 
daj  added  at  Mr.  Oook's  suggestion,  to  show  its 
analogy  to  the  original  proposition.  The  ob- 
jects of  inquiry  which  it  proposed  were  proper 
in  themselves,  and  proper  also  to  show  whellier 
any  motive  of  concealment  would  probably  have 
induced  the  suppression  of  these  passages  in 
the  letters.  On  the  supposition,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  his  clerks,  had  such  a  motive,  the  inquiry 
into  that  fact  was  certainly  so  nearly  connected 
with  the  Inquiry  into  the  fact  of  who  made  the 
erasure,  &c.,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  stricken  out 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Abohsb,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regret 
that  any  difficulty  should  exist  as  to  the  form  of 
inquiry  into  any  of  the  particulars  embraced  in 
the  resolution,  because  he  bdieved  there  would 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  when  the  question 
of  inquiry  in  any  shape  came  to  be  voted  upon. 
What  are  the  grounos^  he  asked,  on  which  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  recommends  itself  to 
cor  attention?  There  has  been  a  mutilation  of 
the  records  of  the  House.  Will  any  man  deny 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  prosecute  an 
inquiry  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to  ascertain  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  mutilation?  No  man 
can  deny  the  fact,  the  power  of  the  House  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  or  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  exercise  that  power  on  this  occasion.  No 
man  denies  either  of  these  points,  said  he,  and 
yet  we  are  kept  two  days  debating  it.  The  very 
fact  that  there  has  been  a  mutilation  of  the  re- 
cords is  sufficient.  But^  when  the  inquiry  is 
proposed,  of  what  sort  is  the  objection  made  to 
it?  Why,  that  members  of  this  House  ought 
not  to  be  suspected  of  having  done  it.  Now,  I 
suppose,  or  mi^ht  suppose,  there  has  been  this 
criminal  intention  on  tiie  part  of  some  member 
of  this  House ;  how  is  the  fact  to  be  ascertained 
but  by  inquiry  ?  Gentlemen  say,  it  will  appear, 
probably,  that  nobody  has  been  guilty  in  this 
case.  I  think  it  very  probable,  and  I  hope,  that 
such  will  be  the  result  of  a  full  investigation. 
But,  is  that  any  reason  why  we  should  not  in- 
quire into  it?  Do  gentiemen  mean  to  contend 
tnatwe  are  never  to  exert  the  powers  of  this 
House,  without  proving  an  imputation  on  some- 
body? If  there  has  been  any  guilt  connected 
with  this  fitot,  it  wiU  be  reported  to  the  House, 
with  authentic  evidence  of  the  fact)  and  we 
ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  to  the  conviction 
of  the  gnuty.  K  there  has  been  no  guilt  in  the 
transaction,  we  ought  to  prosecute  tiie  inquiry 
to  show  that  there  has  been  none.  I  was  ex- 
tremely sorry,  continued  Mr.  A.,  to  see  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  when  no  imputation  was 
cast  upon  him,  identify  himself  with  this  accu- 
sation, so  far  as  there  is  any  accusation  against 
any  member  or  members  of  this  House.  He 
not  only  undertook  to  consider  himself  the  ac- 
cused person;  but,  after  disclaiming  the  acts! 
Vol.  Vn.  —28 


which  he  supposes  to  be  imputed  to  himself  he 
turns  round  upon  others — and  upon  whom  does 
he  turn?  Upon  the  Judas  among  us,  if  there 
be  any?  No,  he  turns,  and  makes  an  accusa- 
tion, remote  from  the  subject  before  the  House, 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  • 
brings  forward  this  irrelevant  matter,  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  strike  out  of  tne  resolu- 
tion. I  must,  therefore,  tell  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  he  has  no  claim  to  our 
sympathies,  after  the  part  he  has  acted. 

Mr.  OooK,  of  Illinois,  rose.  I  must  confess, 
said  he,  I  am  as  much  astonished  as  I  regret  the 
&ct)  that  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Virginia 
saw  so  littie  in  the  observations  of  other  gentie- 
men who  preceded  me  yesterday  in  debate, 
which  tended  to  cast  a  shade  of  suspicion  over 
me.  The  gentieman  will  have  it  that  I  am  my 
own  accuser.  I  appeal  to  the  candor,  to  the 
honor,  to  the  justice  of  this  House,  whether 
several  gentiemen,  previous  to  my  joiningin 
the  debate,  did  not  make  allusions  to  me.  The 
honorable  gentieman  fh>m  Virginia  may  not 
have  understood  them  as  I  did ;  out  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  every  other  member,  or  almost  everv 
other  member,  did  understand  them  as  I  did. 
The  remarks  of  the  gentien&n  from  Kentucky, 
of  the  gentieman  fh>m  Maryland,  and  of  other 
ffentiemen— I  will  not  repeat  them— must  be 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House. 

I  think,  said  he,  it  must  be  within  the  recol- 
lection of  every  member,  that  the  Ohair  decided, 
yesterday^  that  it  was  proper  I  should  go  into  an 
investigation  of  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
committee,  because  such  an  imputation  had 
been  made  upon  me.  If  gentiemen  choose  to 
disclaim  the  allusion  to  me,  I  am  gratified  at 
their  doing  so.  But  the  remarks  of  gentiemen 
could  not  have  been  misunderstood.  They 
were  not  misunderstood.  What,  then,  was  my 
course?  To  sit  still,  and  permit  the  mantie 
of  disgrace  to  f^  upon  me  without  resistance, 
and  without  attempting  to  demonstrate  that 
the  presumption  wnich  seems  to  be  indulged 
in  was  much  more  strongly  met  by  presump- 
tion of  a  different  character?  It  seemed  to 
me  that  the  tenor  of  all  the  observations  made 
yesterday,  as  I  understood  it,  and  as  I  was 
sure  every  member  of  the  House  understood  it, 
was  to  cast  imputations  on  me.  It  was  asked  of 
me,  not  here  or  there,  but  everywhere,  Are 
you  ready  for  the  gallows?  I  was  glad  to  find 
the  question  put  to  me  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
show  that  they  universally  felt  a  contempt  and 
disgust  at  what  those  who  asked  it  supposed  to 
be  an  unfounded  and  ungenerous  attack  upon 
me.  I  brought  forward,  by  way  of  amendment, 
that  which  the  gentieman  from  Virgmia  sup- 
poses to  be  irrelevant  matter,  to  show  that  the 
presumption  of  guilt  was  elsewhere  than  with 
me.  I  adverted  to  what  I  considered  abuses, 
which,  if  proved,  would  show  that  the  presump- 
tion of  gmlt  in  this  matter  might  rest  elsewhere. 
As  for  tiie  sympathies  of  the  gentieman,  I  have 
no  doubt  from  his  character,  he  will  do  me  jus- 
tice ;  and  I  ask  for  no  sympathy  from  anybody 
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— ^bat  for  justice  merely.    For  four  years  that 
I  have  had  a  seat  here,  I  have  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  every  person  brought  before  this 
House  will  receive  Justice  at  its  hands.    I  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  sufficient  degree  of  independ- 
'  ence — ^manly  independence — ^in  this  House  to 
secure  to  every  man  justice.    I  ask  no  sympa- 
thy from  the  House.    I  stand  self-poised;  and 
it  will  be  demonstrated  to  the  House,  if  the  in- 
vestigation goes  on,  that  I  have  good  reason  to 
stand  self-poised.    I  am  as  willing  as  any  mem- 
ber to  investigate  this  matter,  and  I  have  no 
idea  of  putting  off  the  investigation;  for,  inde- 
pendently of  the  reasons  wldch  operated  upon 
others,  I  have^  growing  out  of  what  I  consider, 
imfounded  intunations,  a  personal  reason  to  de- 
sire an  early  and  full  investigation.    I  stated 
Yesterday,  said  Mr.  0.,  and  I  do  it  to-day,  and  it 
IB  oertidnly  not  my  wish  to  excite  feelings  of  an 
unpleasant  kind  anywhere ;  nor  did  I  think  it 
proper  that  yesterday  gentlemen  should  have 
entered  into  an  Investigation  calculated  to  pre- 
judge the  matter;  but  when  debate  is  indulged 
in,  or  permitted  on  one  side,  which  is  calculated 
to  have  an  improper  effect  on  particular  mem- 
bers, those  at  least  who  are  aimed  at  have  a 
right  to  pursue  the  same  irregular  course,  with 
a  view  to  bring  truth  into  view,  that  improper 
prepossessions  may  not  be  formed ;  it  was  with 
that  view  that  I  stated  yesterday,  that  the  doc- 
mnents  connected  with  this  subiect  furnished 
intrinsic  evidence  that  a  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence, which  forms  the  body  of  documents  con- 
nected with  the  subject)  was  not  sent  here  in 
compliance  with  the  call  made  on  my  motion 
at  the  last  session ;  and  I  made  the  statement 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that^  from  this 
omission,  conclusions  might  oe  drawn  at  least 
as  strong  as  from  theuncandid  statement  by  the 
gentleman  from  MarylancLof  the  testimony  re- 
ported to  the  House.     The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  last  evening,  seemed  to  dwell, 
and  lay  much  stress  upon  the  recollection  by 
Mr.  Dickins  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  pas- 
sages which  he  acknowledges  to  have  erased. 
Now  I  state  it  as  a  fact^  said  Mr.  0.,  that  Mr. 
Dickins  went  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  before  he  went  to  the 
committee,  and  examined  all  the  documents. 
Now,  tills  is  a  fact  which  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  estimate  of  the  clearness  with  which  Mr. 
Dickins  speaks  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  pas- 
sages erased,  and  recollects,  from  previous  exam- 
ination, what  passages  he  marked,  and  why  be 
marked  them.    I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Dickins 
had  gone  to  the  Clerk's  office  to  make  an  alter- 
ation in  the  report;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Nortii  Carolina  thinks  it  uncandid  in  me  that  I 
did  not  state  the  o^ect  of  that  alteration.    The 
gentleman  from  North  CaroHna  is  mistaken 
when  he  says  that  I  was  present  at  all  the  ex- 
aminations of  Mr.  Dickins — 

Mr.  Saundebs  explained.  If  the  gentleman 
was  present,  I  said,  when  the  nature  of  the  al- 
teration was  mentioned,  he  ought,  in  candor,  to 
have  stated  it  to  the  House. 


Mr.  Cook.  I  was  not  present,  and  therefore 
could  not  know  or  state  it.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  a  little  mistaken,  too,  said 
Mr.  C,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  questionsjpropound- 
ed  to  me  in  regard  to  the  author  of  A.  B.,  (the  ac- 
cusatory letter  published  in  the  Washington  Re- 
publican.) He  says  he  did  not  a^  me  who  A. 
o.  was.  He  certainly  will  remember  that  he 
asked  me  if  I  knew  who  A.  B.  was.  In  that 
question  was  a  necessary  inclusion  of  the  ques- 
tion,'who  was  the  person?  I  barely  mention 
this  to  correct  the  recollection  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  who,  he  had  no  disposition 
to  believe,  would  iutentionally  misrepresent  him. 
I  had  intended,  said  Mr.  C,  to  have  answered 
some  of  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia — ^yes,  sir,  I  will  say  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia;  but  the  gentleman  has  this 
monung  withdrawn  his  proposition,  and  I  think 
it  is  very  well  for  the  character  of  this  House, 
and  very  well  for  the  character  of  the  constita- 
tion  of  the  country  in  which  we  live,  that  he 
has  done  so.  It  was  a  proposition  whicJi  I  could 
show  proposed  one  of  the  most  glaring  infrac- 
tions of  this  constitution  that  was  ever  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  this  House — a  prop- 
osition involving  the  highest  and  most  sacred 
rights  secured  to  this  House,  and  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
done  himself  some  credit  in  withdrawing  it  [Mr. 
C.  ma^e  a  remark  on  the  feeling  or  motive  in 
which  this  preposition  originated,  and  an  obser- 
vation on  Mr.  GiLMBB*s  allusions  to  the  transac- 
tions of  last  session,  the  terms  of  which  escaped 
the  ear  of  the  reporter.!  I  hope,  said  Mr.  C,  tihat 
the  whole  matter  wlQ  be  mquired  into,  and 
brought  before  the  House;  and  when  it  is,  I 
shall  be  able,  if  the  slightest  tinge  of  suspicion 
yet  rests  on  the  mind  of  any  honorable  member 
of  the  House,  even  of  the  greatest  enemy  I  have 
in  the  House — ^and  I  have  some  whose  feelings 
are  very  strong  towards  me,  as  the  proceedings 
of  this  House  will  verify — I  will  bring  even  to 
them  such  demonstration  as  to  force  conviction 
that,  if  they  have  suspicions,  they  are  unfound- 
ed, and  witibout  the  least  justification  whatever. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that, 
at  the  time  he  submitted  the  motion,  now  pend- 
ing, to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion, he  did  it  under  a  full  persuasion  that  the 
two  subiects  embraced  in  the  resolution  were 
utterly  disconnected.  As,  however,  his  friend 
from  Virginia  had  appealed  to  him,  and  seemed 
to  think  uiat  this  unprofitable  debate  would  be 
checked  by  withdrawing  the  amendment,  he 
would  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  to  amend  being  withdrawn,  and 
the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  commencement  of  to-day's 
proceedings — 

Mr.  MoLane,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  express  his 
views  of  this  subject.  I  rise  not,  said  he,  to  ac- 
cuse any  one,  but  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  my  im- 
pressions go,  some  who  have  been  accused. 
With  regard  to  the  member  from  Blinoia,  we 
have  Jiis  declarations  in  the  committee  and  in 
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this  House  that  he  is  free  from  any  imputation 
as  to  the  marking  or  suppression  of  this  paper; 
and  his  declarations  are  conclusive  until  proof 
be  produced  to  the  contrary ;  and,  in  relation 
to  him,  I  shall  require  strong  proo&.  Whilst  I 
do  refrain  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  and  integrity  of  that  mem- 
ber, I  will  not  say  I  have  no  suspicions  as  to  any 
other  person ;  but  even  if  I  entertained  a  strong 
suspicion  of  the  guilt  of  any  other  person,  as 
eeems  to  be  entert^ed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I  would  not  express  it.  For, 
although  I  may  entertain  strong  impressions  as  to 
the  auuior  of  the  act  referred  to,  yet^  as  I  may  be 
called  upon  in  a  much  more  important  way,  and 
on  fuller  testimony,  to  express  my  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  I  flhomd  feel  it  due  to  the  person 
whom  I  suspected  and  to  myself^  to  preserve  my- 
self pure  from  prejudice  and  commitment  upon 
the  question.  K  I  were  to  rise  in  the  House, 
and  express  the  opinion  that  this  or  that  man  is 
guilty,  I  could  not  trust  myself  again  to  pass 
npon  the  character  of  t^at  man.  The  House 
will  do  me  the  justice  (said  Mr.  MoLanb)  to  re- 
member that  I  gave  to  this  inquiry,  when  first 
proposed,  my  fuU  and  free  sanction.  I  expressed 
my  belief  that  everybody  implicated  in  the  let- 
ter of  A.  B.  would,  upon  full  inquiry,  be  ab- 
solved from  imputations  upon  them.  I  believe 
such  will  be  the  result  of  the  proposed  further 
inquiry,  and  that  the  object  of  the  person,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  who  made  these  charges,  will 
be  detected  and  exposed.  It  is  for  that  reason 
I  would  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  member 
from  Illinois,  that  this  inquiry  may  be  pushed 
to  its  utmost  limit,  and  that  every  circumstance 
connected  with  the  transaction  may  be  devel- 

3)ed.  This  is  not  a  matter  originating  in  this 
ouse — ^it  originated  out  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  say  that  any  member  of  this  House  is  the 
author  of  the  contemptible  productions  which 
have  given  rise  to  this  inquiry  and  this  discus- 
sion ;  but  it  has  been  forced  upon  us,  if  by  a 
member  of  this  House,  I  will  say  most  disrep- 
utably. For  if  any  member  of  this  House  does 
believe  that  any  department  or  public  of&cer 
has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust,  he  has  an 
open  and  high-minded  course  to  pursue.  He 
cannot  become  an  anonymous  scribbler  in  a 
newspaper  without  derogating  from  his  charac- 
ter. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  writer  is 
ghope  and  trust  he  is  not)  a  member  of  this 
ouse.  If  he  is,  he  has  taken  a  wrong  course, 
and  unwarrantably  produced  all  the  bitter  war 
ters  which  have  flowed  from  it.  Let  us  not, 
said  Mr.  McL.,  forget  the  origin  of  this  inquiry. 
How  did  it  originate  ?  This  little  erasure,  which 
may  have  originated,  as  from  my  soul  I  believe 
it  did  originate,  in  no  improper  motives — ^these 
little  marks  which  are  made  upon  this  paper, 
have  been  suffered  to  sleep  upon  the  records  for 
a  twelvemonth,  known  to  many  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  At  the  end  of  twelve  months,  when 
the  officer  who  had  the  records  in  his  possession 
is  no  more,  and  cannot  be  called  upon  to  give  an 
account  of  them,  the  fact  is  brought  to  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House  by  accident,  purely.  It  it 
published  out  of  the  House,  accompanied  by  a 
distinct  charge  inculpating  of&cers  of  this  Houao 
with  having  suppressed  the  passage  in  question 
to  screen  an  inoividual  in  a  high  public  office. 
It  was  a  charge  which  the  persons  inculpated 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  before  the 
House.  The  House  instituted  a  committee  of 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  that  committee 
have  investigated  it,  not  only  with  an  assiduity 
which  does  them  credit,  but  with  an  honorablei 
independent,  and  impartial  conduct,  which  will 
do  them  honor,  here  and  elsewhere.  They  have 
said  that  the  persons  designed  to  be  implicated 
are  guiltless,  and  that  the  marks  were  not  made 
by  uem.  Now,  sir,  though  I  should  have  been 
unwilling  to  have  originated  this  inquiry,  and  re- 
gret that  the  subject  has  ever  been  agitated,  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  am  willing  to  go  on  with  it 
and  I  will  not,  because  I  find  the  scent  which  I 
have  been  following  will  not  lead  me  to  the  den 
of  the  lion,  turn  round  and  refuse  to  follow  it  to 
the  hole  of  the  fox.  The  very  reason  which 
brinffs  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  the 
condusion  that  he  will  not  pursue  the  inquiry 
is  the  converse  of  the  reason  why  I  will  pursue  it. 

Mr.  Bteruno.  I  have  no  objection  to  pursu- 
ing the  inquiry. 

Mr.  MoLake.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  opposed  to  the  in- 
quiry :  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  he  did  not  want  this  inquiry,  because  he  was 
already  satisfied  who  did  this  thing.  He  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  inquiry,  but  thought  it 
unnecessary  because  he  knew  who  made  these 
marks.  It  is  because  I  do  not  know  who  did 
it,  and  because  it  does  not  appear  before  the 
House  who  did  it,  that  I  think  the  inquiry  ouffht 
to  go  on.  And  it  is  because  that  honorable 
gentleman  has  thrown  the  weight  of  his  charao* 
ter  and  influence  against  an  individual  who  is 
not  in  this  House,  and  who  has  no  means  of 
defending  himself  against  such  imputations  that 
I  wish  the  inquiry  to  go  on.  I  make  no  charge 
against  anybody;  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  made  the  charge.  He  has  brought 
the  act  of  making  the  erasure  home  to  the  clerk 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  whidi  he  has 
had  the  candor  to  say,  he  has  done  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  that  clerk.  The 
gentleman  acquits  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
of  any  concern  with  the  transaction ;  and  I 
agree  with  him  that  the  character  of  that  officer 
stands  too  high  for  purity  and  lofty  integri^ 
to  warrant  the  belief  of  his  having  had  any  con- 
nection with  any  transaction  which  proves  to  be 
incorrect  But,  is  there  any  proof  which  wiH 
warrant  the  House  in  saying  that  these  marks 
were  made  by  the  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment f  None  whatever.  But,  if  I  were  to 
have  an  opinion,  it  would  be,  as  far  as  the  tes- 
timony goes,  strongly  the  reverse  of  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  do  not  think 
the  derk  did  make  the  erasure.  He  mi^ht  have 
made  it,  and  with  good  motives,  too ;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  he  did  do  it    Let  us  look  at  the 
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nature  of  the  thing.  Here  is  a  call  made  upon 
a  department)  in  answer  to  which,  in  order  to 
save  time,  the  oxiginal  papers  are  sent— and  I 
here  ask  the  gentleman  where  he  founds  his 
charge  of  an  nnwarrantahle  lihertj  taken  with 
the  documents  of  this  House?  Had  we,  sir, 
any  thing  to  do  with  those  documents  before 
they  came  here?  Certainly  not ;  they  were  in 
the  possession  and  under  the  control  of  the 
head  of  the  Department  You  make  a  call  on 
the  Department,  and  it  is  competent  to  it  to 
send  yon  the  originals  or  copies;  and  this  fact, 
which  spoke  conviction  to  my  mind,  from  the 
first  agitation  of  this  matter,  is  condusiye— that, 
so  far  from  any  intention  to  suppress  any  part 
of  the  documents,  there  was  evinced,  in  sending 
the  original  letten,  a  disposition  to  open  the 
whole  flood  of  information  to  you.  Now,  sup- 
pose these  marks  were  made  at  theTreasuiy 
Department— and  here  Mr.  MoLabx  remarked, 
that  gentiemen  seemed  to  he  shocked  at  the 
suggestion  that  A.  B.,  or  0.  D.,  made  these  marks, 
hot  thought  nothing  of  laying  it  to  this  or  that, 
other  person.  Now,  I  say,  continued  he,  that 
these  marks  may  have  been  made,  if  they  were 
made  at  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the  most 
innocent  purpose.  Was  it  not  competent  to  the 
Department  to  send  vou  copies  instead  of  the 
originals  ?  Undoubtedly ;  that  would  have  been 
the  regular  course.  Was  it  not  competent  to 
the  Department  to  send  you  copies  of  parts  of 
letters  ?  Undoubtedly;  for  what  is  the  nature 
of  ^our  calls  upon  Denartments  for  information  ? 
It  IS,  that  tfiey  shoula  send  you  all  the  informa- 
tion material  to  the  subject  of  the  call,  which 
can  be  communicated  consistently  with  the  pub- 
lic good.  As  to  what  may  or  may  not  be  ma- 
terial or  relevant  to  the  call,  the  head  of  the 
Department  must  exercise  a  sound  and  honest 
discretion.  Suppose,  in  the  exercise  of  such  a 
discretion,  the  Treasury  Department  had  sent 
you  copies  of  these  documents,  and  deeming 
this  letter,  and  the  others  which  were  marked 
to  be  immaterial  and  irrelevant  to  the  calL  had 
left  them  out  entirely :  how  then  ?  Gould  you 
have  imputed  an  improper  motive?  or  would 
you  not,  if  you  entertained  a  different  opinion, 
require  the  papers  to  be  sent,by  a  new  and  more 
specific  caU,  as  the  member  from  Illinois  actually 
did  call  for  other  documents  connected  with  the 
same  subject,  which  were  not  sent  in  pursuance 
of  the  first  (»eJ1?  Now,  said  he,  let  us  go  one 
step  further.  Instead  of  copies,  the  original 
papers  were  sent  What  do  the  brackets  which 
are  known  to  have  been  made  at  the  Treasury 
D^artment,  and  the  others,  if  they  were  made 
there,  designate?  That  the  passage?  thus  marked 
were  not  material  to  the  calL  The  member 
from  Illinois,  who  made  the  call  for  these  pa- 
pers— who  wanted  the  information— he  himself 
did  not,  when  he  saw  these  marks,  at  the  last 
session,  deem  them  material- 
Mr.  Cook  said  that  he  did  not  deem  them  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  the  subject  of  a  mo- 
tion to  the  House  upon  the  subject 
Mr,  MoLAja  said  he  had  not  at  all  misunder- 


stood the  member.  If  he  did  not  deem  them 
of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  the  subject  to 
the  House,  they  could  not  have  l^^  in  his  view, 
material ;  if  the  suppression  of  the  paper  was 
deemed  immaterial,  the  paper  itself  could  not 
have  been  supposed  matenaL  He  proceeded 
then  to  make  one  or  two  remarks,  which  went 
to  satisfy  him,  although  these  marks  might  have 
been  innocentiy  made  by  the  derk  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  that  uey  were  not  made  by 
that  person.  It  is  an  affisdr  of  speculatjon 
merely,  said  he,  and  if  I  should  be  thought,  in 
fn Airing  this  declaration,  to  insinuate  any  tbing 
against  any  member  of  this  House  I  would  not 
make  it  In  the  first  place,  said  Mr^McL., 
yon  find  that  in  cases  where  letters  are  actuaUy 
marked  by  the  derk,  he  marks  them  with 
brackets,  and  with  the  word  ^^aut ''  in  the  mar- 
gin. The  word  does  not  occur  on  the  margin 
of  the  particular  letter  in  question.  When  this 
derk  marks  passages  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  omitted,  he  marks  the  word  ^our  "  npoa 
them.  I  beg  the  House  to  reflect  on  the 
suggestion  which  I  now  make,  and  see  how  im* 
portant  it  is,  when  a  charj^e  is  attempted  to  be 
brought  home  to  an  individual  on  the  ground  of 
criminality,  to  view  it  in  a  correct  light  Wheo 
the  derk  marks  this  word  ^  out "  on  these  docu- 
ments, to  whom  is  the  intimation  given  which 
that  word  conveys  ?  Is  it  to  the  printer  ?  No, 
it  is  to  this  House.  If  the  document  had  gone 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  printing  office,  it  would 
have  been  different  Bnt  the  documents  were 
sent  to  you,  and  the  marks  were  put  upon  them 
for  your  use.  Here  are  the  p^>er8  for  yon,  says 
this  officer ;  here  is  all  the  information  we  have 
on  the  subject ;  we  send  you  the  originals,  the 
more  speedily  to  answer  your  call,  but  we  sug- 
gest to  your  discretion  whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  print  these  particular  passages.  It  is 
to  you.  then,  that  the  word  ^ouV^is  addressed, 
with  tne  corresponding  brackets.  But  on  ex- 
amining the  marked  passage  on  A  5,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  so  mud^  speculation,  we  find 
the  word  "  <n^  "  is  not  there.  There  is  another 
strong  drcumstance  about  that  letter,  which 
carries  to  my  mind  condusive  testimony  that 
the  pencil  marks  were  not  made  at  the  Treas- 
ury; and  that  is,  that  the  only  words  which 
can,  by  any  possibility  of  construction,  be  oon- 
ddered  matcorial,  are  underscored,  not  by  pencil 
marks,  nor,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  from  appear- 
ances, by  tiie  writer  of  the  letter.  Now,  I  ask, 
whether,  on  an  officer  of  any  department  send- 
ing a  paper  here,  any  part  of  which  is  intended 
to  be  suppressed,  it  is  at  all  likely  he  would  have 
made  a  broad  and  obvious  underscoring  of  the 
particular  passage,  with  a  view  to  bring  those 
words  conclusively  and  immediately  to  the  pub- 
lic eye  ?  I  think  not^  sir.  I  should  never  con- 
ceive that  any  individual,  who  meant  to  sup- 
press a  paper,  or  part  of  a  paper,  would  make 
indelible  marks  upon  it,  not  to  erase  or  to  con- 
ceal it,  but  to  place  it  in  bolder  relief  If  it 
had  not  been  so  marked,  it  might,  and  probably 
would,  have  e8C(iped  obaervation  entirdy.    You 
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mnst  then  persnade  me  that  this  clerk  in  the 
Treasnrr  Department  is  made  of  different  mar 
terials  nrom  other  men;  that  when  he  has  a 
raotiye  and  an  objeot  in  view,  he  aooomplishes 
it  in  a  different  manner  from  other  men;  and 
that,  when  he  means  to  suppress  any  thing,  he 
makes  it,  with  that  view,  more  conspicnoosl 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  says 
he  is  satisfied,  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  fur- 
ther inqniry.  If  the  testimony  was  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York — ^to  whom  I  impute  no  motive,  belieying 
he  only  made  this  declaration  in  proper  candor 
—if  the  CTidenoe  was  sufficient  for  him,  it  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  committee  who  examined 
the  matter.  And,  let  me  say,  if  the  evidence 
had  been  such  as  to  induce  the  expression  of  a 
belief  by  them,  the  committee  were  bound — 
more  especially  as  the  omission  to  express  such 
an  opinion  would  give  rise  to  imputations  else- 
where; more  especially  as  they  must  see  that 
suspicion  would  fall  upon  members  of  Congress, 
amongst  others — ^it  became  their  absolute  and 
positive  duty  to  express  their  opinion,  if  they 
had  been  able  to  form  one,  of  the  author  of  the 
erasure.  Acting  under  this  sense  of  imperious 
duty,  knowing  tiiat  if  they  even  remain  silent, 
an  imputation  might  be  drawn  from  it,  thev 
have  said,  with  that  sense  of  honor  which 
characterizes  the  report,  that  they  have  no  proof 
to  satisfy  them  who  made  the  erasure  in  letter 
(A  5.)  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  on  the  subject, 
said  Mr.  McL.,  that  either  this  or  that  person 
did  it  ;  and  for  that  reason  I  would  give  the 
greatest  possible  scope  to  this  inquiry.  When 
the  prooft  come  before  me,  I  shall  examine 
them  with  an  impartial  eye;  I  shall  form  an 
impartial  opinion.  If  I  believe  that  the  marJcs 
were  made  with  an  innocent  intention,  and  that 
the  maker  of  them  was  in  no  manner  connected 
with  the  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  con- 
vert them  into  imputations  of  guHt,  I  shall  be 
satisfied  to  let  the  matter  rest ;  but  if,  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry,  the  act  shall  be  fastened 
upon  any  individual  with  motives  of  guUt,  or 
who  has  since  lent  himself  to  the  improper  use 
which  has  been  made  of  it,  I  will  extend  the 
power  of  this  House  as  far  as  it  will  go  to 
punish  him. 

Mr.  A.  Smtts,  of  Yir^^nia,  said,  in  his  con- 
duct on  this  floor,  he  had  no  rule  of  action  but  to 
pursue  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  to  the 
public.  He  would  vote  for  any  inqniry  which 
was  likely  to  lead  to  beneficial  consequences. 
But,  if  he  thought  auy  proposed  inquiry  would 
not  have  that  result,  he  would  not  vote  for  it 
He  saw  no  advantage  which  could  flow  from 
further  prosecution  of  the  particular  inquiry  now 
before  the  House.  He  obiected,  bendes,  to  com- 
mitting an  inquiry  into  the  management  of  the 
fhnds  of  the  tTnited  States,  and  into  the  making 
of  this  mark,  to  the  same  committee.  The  sub- 
jects were  distinct  and  not  compatible,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  ffo  to  the  same  com* 
mittee.  In  the  case  of  John  Anderson,  when  a 
contempt  was  committed  against  the  House 


through  the  Oommittee  of  Olaima,  was  that 
c<»nmittee  charged  with  the  inqniry  into  that 
matter?  Certainly  not  Mr.  S.  was  opposed, 
for  reasons  of  this  nature,  to  the  form  of  tiie 
resolution.  But  he  was  opposed  to  fiirther  in- 
quiiy  respecting  these  marks,  for  another  reason. 
He  had  come  to  the  condnsion  that  Mr.  Diokins 
did  make  the  erasure  in  A  6,  as  w^  as  the 
others,  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  make 
them,  and  that  no  blame  properly  attached  to 
him  or  any  one  on  the  occasion.  Examining  the 
shape,  direction,  and  curves  of  the  marks,  m>m 
which  only,  in  tne  absence  of  direct  testimony, 
an  opinion  could  be  formed,  he  had  come  to  the 
oondusion  that  the  same  person  made  tiie  dis- 
puted mark  who  made  the  others.  Lay  the 
marks  across  one  another,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that  thehr  inclinations  are  the  same,  and  the 
angles  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  cross 
lines,  as  well  as  the  form  and  turn  of  the 
brackets,  were  either  precisely  or  nearly  the 
same  in  the  marks  acknowledged  to  have  been 
made  by  that  derk,  as  in  the  others.  From  aH 
the  circumstances,  Mr.  8.  drew  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Dickins  did  make  these  marks.  He 
wished,  therefore,  no  further  examination.  The 
House  had  tibe  examination  of  Mr.  Dickins, 
thrice  taken,  and  it  had  the  documents  them- 
selves; and  he  could  not  conceive  why  any 
other  information  on  the  subject  should  be 
thought  desirable.  Mr.  S.  further  considered 
Mr.  Dickins  as  having  made  these  marks  when 
he  had  a  right  to  make  them.  The  resolution  of 
this  House,  requiring  these  documents,  called 
for  copies  of  certain  contracts  with  banks,  ke^ 
and  all  the  information  ^^relative  thereto ; "  that 
is,  for  so  much  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
banks  as  relates  to  these  contracts.  Did  that 
resolution,  then,  require  the  Secretary  to  fdmiah 
the  whole  of  every  letter  in  which  this  subject 
is  mentioned  ?  Mr.  S.  contended  not.  Suppose 
a  letter  embraced  several  very  important  sub- 
jects :  there  could  be  no  reason  why  more  of  it 
should  be  communicated  than  the  particular 
part  which  relates  to  tiie  subject  of  the  calL 
By  the  arrangements  at  the  Treasury,  it  ap- 
peared that  this  clerk  had  this  branch  of  the 
business  of  the  office  under  his  control,  and  that 
he  made  the  selection  of  the  papers  called  for, 
and  arranged  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  sent  to  the  House— in  doing  which  he 
made  these  pencil  marks  on  the  passages  which 
he  considered  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  the 
resolution  of  this  House.  It  had  been  s^d  that 
the  disputed  erasure  did  relate  to  the  object  of 
the  call.  Mr.  S.  was  not  satisfled  that  it  did — 
but,  whether  or  not,  it  was  not  withheld  from 
this  House,  nor  concealed  from  the  House,  but 
fully  in  its  possession.  And,  said  he,  are  we  to 
infer  criminality  from  the  testimony  of  this 
gentieman  f  Certainly  not ;  for  if  he  made  these 
marks,  he  was  as  perfectiy  justifiable  as  he  was  in 
making  the  other  marim,  and  there  was  no 
criminality  in  it.  Mr.  S.  here  read  some  extracts 
from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins,  commenting 
upon  it  as  he  went  along.    He  c(»icluded  by 
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saying  that  he  found  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose 
this  resolution ;  declaring  that  if  any  gentleman 
would  bring  forward  an  inquiry  into  the  other 
subject  embraced  in  this  resolution,  separately, 
he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  made  some  ex- 
planatory observations,  which  it  was  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  reporter  not  to  be  able  to  hear  dis- 
tinctly. He  states,  therefore,  only  what  he 
heard.  Mr.  W.  denied  that  he  wished  to  call 
A.  B.  to  account  before  this  House,  as  he  was 
most  abominably  misrepresented  in  the  Wash- 
iDffton  Bepublican  to  have  wished  to  do.  Mr. 
W,  took  some  notice  of  Mr.  Cook's  remarks  (of 
yesterday)  in  reply  to  him.  I  did  not  wish  to 
impugn  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  W.  I  had  an  esteem  for  him,  for  I  had 
discovered  in  him  talents  and  an  independent 
spirit.  I  did  not  wish  to  implicate  him,  but  I 
told  him  that  appearances  were  such,  that,  if  he 
were  my  own  son,  he  ought,  in  my  opinion,  for 
his  own  sake,  to  demand  an  investigation.  I 
did  not  say  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  era- 
sure ;  but  I  did  say,  that  there  were  circum- 
stances developed  by  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  committee,  which  would  cast  a  shade  of  sus- 
picion over  him,  such  as  I  hoped  would  be  re- 
moved by  a  further  inquiry.  Whilst  I  am  a 
member  of  this  House,  said  Mr.  W.  (in  reference 
to  an  expression  of  Mr.  Stebuno),  I  shall  dare 
to  do  whatever  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do;  but  I 
shall  never  do  what  is  contrary  either  to  duty 
or  to  honor.  I  will  never  r^use  to  any  gentle- 
man atonement  for  his  violated  rights,  and  I  am 
always  within  the  reach  of  any  man  of  honor. 
Mr.  W.  made  some  remarks  on  the  allusion 
yesterday  made  to  his  age,  intimating  that  age 
had  not  yet  dimmed  any  of  his  faculties,  or 
quenched  his  feelings  as  a  man.  He  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  had  no  idea  the  gentleman  from 
lUinois  would  draw,  from  his  remarks  yesterday, 
any  other  inference,  than  that  circumstances  were 
such  as  ought  to  induce  him,  for  his  own  sake, 
to  urge  an  investigation  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  refrained 
from  this  discussion,  so  far,  because  he  could 
not  see  any  beneficial  purpose  it  could  answer  to 
engage  in  it.  Whether  this  mark  was  made 
with  a  mischievous  intention,  or  who  was  the 
writer  of  A.  B.  he  considered  as  matters  of  little 
Importance.  K  there  had  been  any  conspiracy 
between  the  persons  who  marked  the  document, 
and  the  one  who  wrote  A.  B.,  it  had  wholly 
fiuled  in  its  purpose ;  the  project  had  met  the 
frtte  it  deserved.  The  report  of  the  committee, 
said  he,  is  an  ample  acquittal  of  the  Printers  to 
this  House,  and  a  triumphant  vindication  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  All  attempts  against 
that  officer  will  end,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  they 
heretofore  ended  on  this  floor,  to  his  honor,  and 
the  discomfiture  of  his  enemies.  But,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  because, 
the  fact  appearing  that  this  document  has  been 
mutilated,  apparentlv  subsequent  to  its  coming 
into  the  possession  of  this  House,  the  question 
by  whom,  and  with  what  intentions  it  has  been 


done,  deserved  to  be  investigated.  His  principal 
object  in  rising,  however,  was,  to  add  a  rew 
words  to  what  had  been  so  conclusively  said  by 
the  gentieman  from  Delaware,  respecting  one 
of  the  clerks  in  the  Treasury  Department.  It 
has  been  intimated  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  it  is  de- 
monstrable that  Mr.  Dickins  was  the  author  of 
the  erasure,  and  that  he  has  contradicted  him- 
self in  his  testimony.  If  the  House  will  attend 
for  a  moment,  I  wiil  make  it  appear  that  there 
never  was  testimony  more  pure,  more  perfectiy 
impartial,  more  ever^  way  satiafactoiy,  than  thie 
testimony  of  Mr.  Dickins.  Mr.  B.  examined 
and  compared  the  different  passages  in  Mr, 
Dickins's  testimony,  commenting  upon  them  as 
he  went  along  to  show  that  his  evidence  was 
not  only  clear  but  entirely  consistent.  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  do  thus  much,  said  Mr.  B., 
because  the  character  of  Mr.  Dickins  has  been 
assailed,  and,  though  I  am  ignorant  of  the  person 
of  that  gentieman,  I  understand  him  to  be  an 
excellent  man  and  an  intelligent  officer.  Before 
he  sat  down  Mr.  B.  intimated  to  the  gentieman 
who  proposed  to  refer  this  inquiry  to  tiie  former 
committee,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  attain  his  object.  The  former  committee  was 
dissolved  by  the  fact  of  its  report  upon  the  whole 
subject  committed  to  it;  and  committees  can 
only  be  appointed  in  two  modes,  by  the  Speaker 
or  by  ballot.  A  committee  cannot  be  legidated 
into  office,  or  revived,  by  resolution. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  of  Georgia,  did  not,  in  rising, 
mean  to  obtrude  any  remarks  of  his  on  the  main 
subject  of  debate.  But  he  thought  he  owed  it 
to  himself  and  his  colleague,  to  take  some  slight 
notice  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
gentieman  from  New  York.  That  gentieman, 
said  Mr.  T.,  in  the  course  of  his  vindication  of 
another  member  of  the  House,  seemed  to  think 
that,  to  vindicate  one  character,  it  was  necessary 
to  attack  another — 

Mr.  8tesluvo,  of  Kew  York,  (in  explanation.) 
I  did  not  attack  the  character  of  any  one ;  and 
if  I  was  understood  as  attacking  the  character  of 
any  one,  I  was  misunderstood.  On  the  contrary, 
I  spoke  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor^  (Mr. 
Gilmer,)  as  lugh-minded  and  honorable.  I  had 
not  the  remotest  intention  in  any  degree  to 
speak  disrespectfully  of  him. 

Mr.  Tatinall  sud  he  was  very  much  grati- 
fied by  this  explanation  of  the  gentieman,  as  &r 
as  it  went;  but,  said  he,  the  remarks  of  the 
gentieman  were  calculated,  in  my  estimation,  to 
affect  the  character  of  my  colleague  for  candor 
and  fair  dealing.  It  may  be  officious  in  me  to 
interfere — I  know  it  is  the  disposition  of  my 
colleague  to  treat  such  matters  lightiy,  when  he 
is  disposed  not  to  notice  them  personally.  He 
is  willing,  in  such  cases,  to  let  them  pass  bv 
without  notice;  but  I  cannot  hear  a  remark 
calculated  to  affect  the  reputation  of  a  friend, 
without  saying  something  of  it.  I  wish,  said 
Mr.  T.,  that  those  who  throw  out  insinuations 
against  others,  were  always  above  them  them- 
selves; that  those  who  suspect  others,  were 
always  free  from  suspidons  themselves ;  tiiat^ 
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when  we  feel  it  improper  to  throw  out  iosinoa- 
tions  against  others,  we  should  not  ourselves  in- 
dulge in  doing  it.  The  recoUection  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ke w  York,  I  suspect,  is  good ;  it  must 
be  very  bad  indeed,  if  he  does  not  recollect  that, 
freauently,  during  the  last  session,  at  this  session, 
perhaps  this  very  day,  when  the  Department^ 
an  inquiry  into  whose  conduct  is  now  Wore  us, 
was  in  question,  he  has  thrown  out  insinuations, 
^.  lu*.  T.  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is 
always  culpable  to  throw  out  insinuations.  Not 
so.  If  a  person  throws  out  insinuations  which  he 
will  support,  and  which  he  is  ready  to  put  in  the 
shape  of  a  charge,  he  acts  correctly,  upon  his 
proper  responsibility.  My  colleague,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  yesterday,  went  so  far  as  that,  and  would 
have  gone  further,  if  he  had  been  permitted  by 
the  Chair.  Be  at  least  has  not  been  guilty  of 
the  itfhispen  which  were  spoken  of  yesterday. 
He  is  not  one  of  the  whisperers ;  and  in  truth 
they  were  not  whispers  that  I  have  heard,  but 
loud  insinuations.  There  have  been  no  whispers 
about  the  matter,  unless  among  those  whose 
direct  agency  in  agitating  this  matter  has  been 
kept  so  profound  a  secret.  My  object  in  rising, 
however,  was  not  to  add  to  the  feelings  of  ex- 
citement which  this  discussion  has  generated, 
but  to  repel  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
respecting  my  colleague. 

Mr.  Steblino,  of  l<ew  York,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  should 
think  it  necessary  to  rise  in  defence  of  his  friend, 
from  a  supposed  attack  upon  him.  The  gentle- 
man must,  said  Mr.  S.,  have  most  grossly  misun- 
derstood me.  I  meant  no  such  attack — I  made 
none.    I  did  express  my  deep  regret  that  that 

gentleman  should  have  introduced  into  this 
ouse  a  proposition  so  fraught  with  dangerous 
principles,  as  that  which  was  embraced  in  his 
amendment.  I  did  also  express  my  regret,  in 
language  which  I  thought  decorous,  at  the 
manner  of  the  gentleman^s  allusion  to  a  member 
of  the  Senate.  I  have  no  recollection  of  using 
any  other  language  to  the  gentleman  than  that 
of  respect.  I  am  again  charged,  said  Mr.  B.,  with 
n)eakmg  disrespectfully  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  even  the  incidents  of  the  last 
session  are  appealed  to,  to  support  the  charge. 
I  disclaim  any  intention  to  attack  either  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  derk  in  the 
Treasury  Department  Distorted  mnst  have 
been  my  language,  if  I  was  otherwise  under- 
stood than  as  I  now  speak.  I  was  astonished  at 
the  solemn  appeal  made  to  the  House  on  this 
occasion,  and  more  so  by  the  intimation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Dekware,  that  I  had  disqualified 
myself  from  voting  upon  any  question  which 
may  hereafter  arise  in  this  House  on  the  matter. 
The  gentleman  should  recollect  that  I  reserved 
my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  guilt  or  inno- 
cence of  the  transaction.  I  did,  when  np  before, 
no  more  than  assert,  directly,  that  which  he 
stated  by  way  of  supposition ;  for  he  himself 
said,  that  the  Olerk  who  made  the  other  marks 
might  have  made  the  disputed  mark.  I  did 
mean  to  take  the  same  grounds  as  the  gentle- 


man himself,  but  more  directly.  So  much  for 
the  Olerk.  I  am  a  youngmember  of  this  Honse, 
said  Mr.  S.,  comparatively  with  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware ;  but  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  him  on  one  point,  which  I  consider  as 
essentially  connected  with  the  character,  inde- 
pendence, and  integrity  of  this  House,  viz :  that, 
when  a  call  is  made  for  information  froni  any 
Department  for  the  use  of  this  House,  that  De- 
partment is  not  bound  to  give  the  whole  of  the 
information  called  for ;  that  it  may  give  a  part 
of  it  and,  if  we  are  not  satisfied,  we  may  sub- 
mit a  second  call  for  the  remainder — 

Mr.  MoLaitb  explained.  His  doctrine  was. 
that  a  Department  was  not  required,  by  any  call 
for  information  upon  any  subject,  to  send  any 
more  of  its  papers  or  records  than  was  pertinent 
to  the  object  of  the  call. 

Mr.  Stbbling  resumed.  If  the  gentieman 
meant  all  that  was  pertinent,  why  did  he  speak 
of  a  second  call,  and  refer  to  the  case  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  at  the  last  session?  My 
views  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  different 
from  those  of  the  gentieman  from  Delaware. 
If  a  head  of  a  Department  is  called  upon  for  the 
whole  of  the  information  in  that  Department| 
then  he  is  to  submit  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence connected  with  it.  If  he  does  not,  he  is 
bound  to  state  why  he  does  not  conununicate 
the  whole  of  it,  so  as  not  to  leave  the  House  under 
an  impression  that  the  whole  has  been  com- 
municated. Such  was  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Ohief  Magbtrate  at  the  last  session,  in  a  par- 
ticular case.  A  call  was  made  upon  him  for 
certain  documents ;  he  ccHnmunicated  a  part  of 
them,  informing  the  Hous&  that  there  were  more 
behind,  and  the  remainder  was  called  for.  The 
gentieman  has  stated,  continued  Mr.  S.,  that  this 
matter  was  forced  upon  the  House.  And  how 
does  he  say  it  was  forced  upon  us  ?  By  the  con- 
temptible scribbling  of  an  anonymous  writer! 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  S.,  an  honorable  and  distinguish- 
ed member  made  a  statement  in  this  House, 
that  there  had  been  a  suppresmon  of  a  part  of  a 
public  document,  and  that  it  had  been  frauda- 
lentiy  and  wrongfully  done.  It  was  in  relation 
to  that  charge  of  suppression,  and  not  the  con- 
temptible ecribbling  he  speaks  of^  that  the  in- 
quiry was  instituted ;  and  I  am  utterly  astonished 
tiiat  so  much  heat  and  zeal  should  be  displaced 
here  in  regard  to  that  newspaper  publication. 
The  question  is,  has  there  been  a  suppression  of 
an  important  document;  and,  if  so,  who  made 
itf  and  I  do  not  see  how  that  question  involves 
the  inquiry,  who  wrote  an  anonymous  letter  in 
a  newspaper  t  I  hope,  sir,  this  unfortuuAte  dis- 
cussion may  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  in  better 
temper  than  it  has  been  conducted. 

Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  differed  from  what 
appeared  to  be  the  great  minority  of  the  House. 
1  mean,  said  he,  to  vote  against  the  resolution 
altogether.  I  was  induced,  by  the  respect  which 
I  felt  for  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  to  giye  my  vote 
for  raising  the  first  committee.  I  was  indnoed 
to  think  it  might  be  an  act  of  courtesy  to  him 
to  appoint  the  committee;  but  my  own  impres- 
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don  was,  that  the  subject  had  none  of  that  char- 
acter of  importance  which  has  been  given  to  it. 
I  considered  that  this  omission,  which  was  called 
a  suppression,  was  made  by  accident,  or  from 
a  harmless  misconception  of  the  character  of  the 
papers.  When  it  was  understood  that  the  whole 
matter  said  to  have  been  suppressed  had  been 
communicated  to  the  House ;  when  it  was  as- 
certained that,  connected  with  the  matter  said 
'  to  have  been  suppressed,  was  nothing  of  any 
importance  whatsoever;  he  was  confirmed  in 
the  impression  that  the  marking  was  the  result 
of  accident  or  inadvertence.  This  opinion  was 
ratified  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, that  there  had  been  in  this  case  no 
culpable  or  wilful  intention,  on  the  part  of  any- 
body, to  deceive  the  House,  by  making  these 
marks.  He  was  satisfied  of  this,  and  that  the 
fhrther  prosecution  of  this  inquiry  would  tend 
in  no  respect  to  develop  the  obscurity  which 
exists  as  to  the  author  of  these  marks,  nor  in  any 
other  respect  afford  information  of  any  value  to 
the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Bsid)  says 
he  neither  knows  nor  cares  who  is  the  author 
of  the  anonymous  publication  in  the  newspaper : 
I  understood  him  also  to  say— and  if  he  did  not 
say  it,  I  do — that  he  neither  knew  nor  cared 
who  was  the  author  of  the  erasure  in  the  docu- 
ment. I  care  not,  because  there  is  nothing  of 
any  importance  connected  with  it,  that  I  have 
been  able  to  discover.  Unless  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  matter  is  important,  why  should  we 
inquire  further  into  it?  Mr.  Dickins  has  ac- 
knowledged that  he  made  some  of  the  marks  in 
these  documents.  Kow,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  consid- 
er the  part  erased  in  letter  A  6,  quite  as  imma- 
terial as  some  of  the  passages  which,  by  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  Mr.  Dickins,  he  actually  did 
mark.  But,  before  I  undertake  to  censure  a 
person  for  doing  any  particular  act,  I  must  be 
salMed  that  he  has  acted  wrongfully;  that  the 
act  that  he  has  done  is  important,  and  further, 
Ihat  the  act  itself  was  occasioned  by  improper 
motives.  Not  being  so  satisfied,  I  see  no  oc- 
casion to  pursue  the  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  the  person  who  made  these  marks. 
But,  if  1 4id  bdieve  it  important  to  pursue  the 
inquiry,  in  order  to  discover  the  author  of  these 
marks,  I  must  yet  acknowledge  that  I  cannot 
see  how  any  fuither  inquiry  could  lead  to  the 
disclosure  of  the  person  who  made  the  marks. 
I  will  not  say  what  is  my  opinion  as  to  who 
made  the  marks,  but  I  think  any  one  who  will 
take  up  the  documents,  will  be  satisfied  that  no 
process  of  examination  can  fix  it  upon  any  per- 
son more  strongly.  I  have  heard  some  gen- 
tlemen express  a  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  know 
who  is  the  autiior  of  A.  B.  That  is  to  me  a 
matter  entii^ly  unimportant  I  do  not  discover 
in  that  production  the  evidences  of  such  turpi- 
tude as  some  attach  to  it.  If  I  was  sure,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  written  by  a  member  of  the 
House,  and  was  connected  with  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  turpitude  that  can  be  imagined  to  belong 
to  it,  I  do  not  see  that  this  House  has  any  thing 


to  do  with  it.  Are  we  to  constitute  ourselves 
jurors  to  inquire  who  is  the  author  of  any  an- 
onymous publication  concerning  public  men  ?  If 
so,  before  the  question  is  settled,  which  this  in- 
quiry is  supposed  to  bear  upon,  we  shall  discover 
a  great  many  publications  which  it  will  be  as 
incumbent  on  us  to  inquire  into  as  the  present 
case.  If  ihe  reputations  of  persons  in  office  are 
attacked,  they  must  seek  their  remedy  in  the 
same  way  as  other  citizens.  There  is  no  other 
road  for  them.  I  have  heard  it  suggested,  in  or 
out  of  the  House,  that  the  au&or  of  A.  B.  is  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  that,  therefore,  every 
member  of  Oongress,  who  knows  he  is  not  the 
author  of  it,  is  bound  to  find  out  who  the  author 
is,  that  reprobation  may  not  rest  upon  himself. 
This  is  a  principle,  sir,  which  I  cannot  support. 
I  do  not  mel  that  I,  being  a  member  of  Ck>ngre8S, 
am  bound  to  exonerate  myself  from  the  charge 
of  writing  that  letter,  any  more  than  I  shomd 
do  if  it  were  said  a  citizen  of  New  York  had 
written  it,  I  being  a  citizen  of  New  York.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  justifiable  to  make  the  inqniry 
for  the  author  of  that  letter,  or  that  we  have 
either  the  power  or  the  right  to  do  it  If  gen- 
tlemen contemplate  such  an  inquiry,  I  should 
object  at  least  to  the  present  form  of  that  in- 
quiiy,  because  the  object  is  not  expressly  stated 
on  tiie  face  of  the  proposition.    I  wish  it  to  be 

Sut  there  that  we  may  decide  seriously  and  nn- 
erstan^gly  the  principle  how  far  this  House 
has  the  power  to  ferret  out  anonymous  writers. 
With  these  views,  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  being  unnecessary ;  because  there  is 
no  object  worthy  of  inquiry  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  because  if  there  was,  we  could  never 
arrive  at  any  more  certain  conclusion. than  we 
have  come  to  now, 

Mr.  Bhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  the  gentleman  last  up ;  and 
Quoted  a  passage  from  the  letter  of  A.  B.  to  show 
tnat  it  contained  gross  imputations  of  being  '^  in- 
fatuated with  party  zeal"  on  a  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  What,  asked  he,  is  meant 
by  this?  Are  we  divided  into  factions?  Are 
we  mere  partisans?  He  conceived  this  was  a 
matter  of  some  importance,  however  lightly  the 
gendeman  from  New  York  might  think  of  it 
What  was  the  case  of  John  Anderson,  compared 
to  this  ?  Yet  we  spent  four  or  five  days  over  that 
Are  we  not  all  implicated  in  this  charge  of  being 
"  infatuated  with  party  zeal  ?'  Yes,  sir,  we  are. 

Mr  Ohambbbs.  What  is  the  question,  Mr. 
Speaker?    . 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  believed  the  real  question 
with  that  gentleman  was  a  desire  to  acyourn,  as 
he  was  remarkable  for  motions  about  ac\}ourn- 
ment  and  earlier  hours  of  meeting,  ^.  How- 
ever, he  would  proceed  with  what  he  was  say- 
ing. It  appeared  by  the  unanimous  report  of 
the  committee  of  inquiry,  that  Gkdes  &  Seaton 
were  entirely  exculpated  from  the  charge  of 
suppressing  the  passages  in  question;  but,  sir, 
said  he,  is  this  House  exculpated?  No,  sir; 
and  so  long  as  the  transaction  shall  remain  un- 
explained and  unproved,  so  long  wiU  it  remain 
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a  matter  of  saspicion  here;  he  would  therefore 
vote  for  the  reaolntioii,  for  farther  investigation, 
that  the  person  who  committed  the  act  might, 
if  possihle,  he  found  out;  he  would  rote  for  the 
inquiry,  lest  it  should  he  said  there  was  a  dis- 
position in  the  House  to  screen  somebody  or 
other. 

Mr.  Bbbokenbidox^  of  Eentuokv,  said,  as  a 
member  of  the  late  committee  of  inquiry,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  which  that  committee  was 
Instructed  to  niake  a  very  proper  one.  Officers 
of  this  House  had  been  implicated  in  a  serious 
charge,  and  another  individual,  not  connected 
with  the  House,  was  also  involved  in  it.  The 
inquiry  was  peculiarly  proper  as  regarded  the 
public  printers.  It  had  been  made ;  they  were 
found  innocent,  and  the  report  had  been  laid 
on  the  table.  The  present  proposition,  how- 
ever, Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  materially  different 
one.  It  was  not  now  proposed  to  inquire 
whether  the  conduct  of  an  ofBcer  of  this  House, 
or  of  any  one  connected  with  it^  was  proper  or 
improper;  but  to  ascertain  who  is  the  author 
of  an  anonymous  newspaper  publication.  If 
this  could  \id  found  out,  it  would  not  be  an  ob- 
ject worth  the  trouble,  though  it  miffht  be 
harmless.  The  inqmry  was  connected,  also, 
with  an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was 
not  bound  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by 
any  ties  whatever ;  but  he  could  not  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  which  he 
is  a  member.  Ton  are,  said  he.  about  to  in- 
quire who  the  author  of  a  oertam  publication 
is.  For  whatt  To  defend  the  conduct  of  the 
ftinctionaries  of  the  Government  That,  sir,  is 
not  your  duty.  When  you  have  accoxoplished 
yj)ur  purpose,  what  will  you  have  effected? 
You  will  have  set  the  miserable  example  of 
making  a  formal  inquiry  who  it  is  that  has  hap- 
pened to  implicate  the  conduct  of  a  public 
officer.  This,  sir,  is  a  privilege  of  the  people  of 
this  country;  they  have  a  right  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  their  public  officers;  the  press 
is  the  natural  medium  for  doing  this,  and  the 
same  vehicles  are  open  to  all,  for  defence  as 
well  as  attack.  Mr.  B.  wished  to  show  to  the 
House  the  tendency  and  inevitable  result  of 
such  a  procedure  as  it  was  about  to  commence. 
Institute  a  committee,  said  he,  with  ^e  fullest 
powers,  and  let  them  drag  the  culprit  before 
the  House,  and  if  he  be  a  member,  expel  him ; 
but,  before  this  House  attempts  so  daring  an 
attempt  on  the  rights  ^f  the  people,  it  should 
reflect  long.  [Mr.  B.  was  here  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  as  ani- 
madverting on  a  Question  which  was  not  pre- 
sented by  the  resolution  before  the  House,  or 
had  been  in  any  manner  proposed  for  adop- 
tion. The  Speaxxb,  however.  (Mr.  Tatlob,  of 
New  York,  being  temporarily  in  the  .chair,} 
decided  that  however  correct  Mr.  W.'s  objec- 
tion was  in  principle,  the  scope  which  had  lieen 
allowed  to  the  debate  authorized  Mr.  B.  to  take 
the  latitude  he  had  used  in  his  remarks.  Mr. 
B.  proceeded.]    The  attempt,  he  said,  which, 


sentlemen  were  about  to  make  could  not  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  House.  It  might 
create  heat  and  contention  amongst  the  mem- 
bers, but  nothmg  more.  It  was  not  proper,  or 
becoming  the  character  of  the  House,  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  into  the  authorship  of  an  anony- 
mous atta<^  on  a  public  officer,  however  flalse 
it  might  be.  And  was  such  an  example  to  be 
followed  up  ?  Are  we,  said  he,  to  call  printers 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  on  every  occasion, 
where  we  take  offence  at  a  newspaper  publica- 
tion, to  disclose  who  writes  against  public  men  f 
As  far  as  relates  to  the  public  welfare,  the 
officers  attacked  are  no  more  to  be  shielded 
than  any  other  persons  whom  we  hold  guiltless. 
The  writer  in  question  attacked  certain  officers 
of  this  House  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur  v, 
and  he  wholly  failed  in  his  attack  on  both. 
Leave  him,  then,  to  the  obloquy  of  a  convicted 
slanderer,  and  do  not  place  the  House  in  the 
wrong,  by  an  imprudent  and  unnecessary  in- 
quiry about  him.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to 
vindicate  the  course  the  committee  had  pur- 
sued, in  not  attempting  to  go  further  than  they 
had  gone.  They  confined  themselves  to  the 
particular  oblect  of  their  institution,  and,  hav- 
ing accomplished  it,  there  they  stopped.  It 
was  not  proper,  nor  would  it  have  been  expe- 
dient, to  go  beyond  that  And,  said  Mr.  B.,  if 
you  npw  do  resoWe  to  push  the  inquiry  further, 
into  an  examination  of  the  authorship  of  the 
offensive  publication,  you  will  set  a  wretched 
example,  which,  if  followed,  will  lead  to  deplo- 
rable results.  In  what  situation  will  you  place 
yourselves,  if  you  undertake  to  demand  the  au- 
thors of  such  publications?  Will  you  imprison 
them  if  they  refuse  to  answer  ?  No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  B. ;  the  best  corrective  of  the  abuses  of  the 
press — and  every  day  exemplified  the  truth  of 
the  remark — ^was  to  give  it  perfect  freedom. 
That  character,  he  said,  cannot  be  worth  much, 
which  can  be  put  down  by  the  slanders  of  the 
press.  If  the  House  could,  by  this  inquiry,  dis- 
cover who  suporessed  the  passages  in  the  docu- 
ments, it  would  be  weU.  ^ut  that  he  believed 
improbable,  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the 
resolution.  He  thought  it  wrong,  also,  to  con- 
nect with  the  inquiry,  if  it  was  to  be  prose- 
cuted, the  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

After  a  few  rarther  remarks  by  Mr.  Biiea, 
which  could  not  be  well  beard  by  the  reporter — 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  res- 
olution in  the  shape  in  which  it  appears  in  the 
commencement  of  this  day^s  proceedings ;  and, 
a  count  being  demanded,  there  were — ^For  the 
resolution  107 ;  against  it  23. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution,  consists  of  Mr.  Oahpbxll  of  Ohio ; 
Mr.  Cannok  of  Tennessee;  Mr.  Nslsozt  of 
Maryland ;  Mr.  Stswabt  of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr. 
Jones  of  Virginia ;  Mr.  Mobgan  of  New  York ; 
and  Mr.  Hill  of  Maine. 
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Monday,  February  10. 
Crimes  an  the  High  Seas^  Ac, 

Mr.  BncHANAK  snbmitted  the  following : 

Buolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
instnicted  to  inquire  whether  there  he  anj,  and  if 
any,  what,  crimes  not  now  punishable  by  law,  to 
which  puiushments  ought  to  he  affixed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  power  to  punish  any  act,  no  mat- 
ter bow  criminal  in  its  nature,  unless  Congress 
have  declared  it  to  be  a  crime,  and  annexed  a 
punishment  to  its  perpetration.  Offences  at 
the  common  law,  not  declared  such  by  acts  of 
Congress,  are  therefore  not  within  the  range  of 
tiie  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts.  Con- 
gress haye  annexed  punishments  but  to  a  yery 
few  crimes,  and  those  all  of  an  aggravated  na- 
ture. The  consequence  is,  that  a  great  variety 
of  actions,  to  which  a  high  degree  of  moral 
guilt  is  attached,  and  which  are  punished  as 
crimes  at  the  common  law,  and  by  every  State 
in  the  Union,  may  be  committed  with  impunity 
on  the  high  seas,  and  in  any  place  where  Con- 
gress has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  To  afford  an 
example  :  An  assault  and  battery,  vnih  intent 
to  commit  murder,  may  be  perpetrated,  either 
on  the  high  seas,  or  in  a  fort,  magazine,  arsenal, 
ordocJcyiurd,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
there  exists  no  law  to  punish  such  an  offence. 

This  is  a  palpable  defect  in  our  system,  which 
requires  a  remedy ;  and  it  is  astonishing  that 
none  has  ever  yet  been  supplied.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  subject  by  a  distin- 
Sished  professional  gentleman  now  in  this  city. 
:.  B.  said  he  did  not  expect  that  any  bill  could 
be  matured  and  passed  into  a  law  at  the  present 
session.  If,  however,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and 
report  upon  it  to  the  House  before  it  rises,  it 
would  call  public  attention  to  it,  and  insure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 


Feidat,  February  14. 
General  Appropriation  BUI, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Touunsoit  in  the 
ehair. 

Mr.  MoIiAifTB  obtiuned  the  floor,  and  moved 
to  take  up  the  General  Appropriation  bill,  in  the 
discussion  of  which  some  progress  was  made 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Tod  intimated  that  it  would  be  in  order, 
if  the  committee  should  refuse  to  take  up  that 
bill,  to  take  up  the  other  bill  (the  tariff  bill) 
which  is  before  the  same  committee. 

The  question  on  Mr.  MgLanx^s  motion  pre- 
vailed— 76  to  71  votes — ^and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  Appropriation  bill. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee 
rose  yesterday,  was  on  an  amendment  moved 


by  Mr.  TraifBLB,  of  Kentucky,  to  appropriate 
$25,000  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
to  which  Mr.  Buohavan,  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
proposed  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  recede  the  road  to  the  States  in  which 
the  several  portions  of  it  lie,  oo.  condition  of 
their  engaging  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  &o. 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  urging  the  connection  of  this  question 
with  the  discussion  of  the  principle  of  the  bilL 
The  gentleman  who  moved  the  first  amendment 
declined  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Wabfisld,  of  Maryland,  then  addressed 
the  committee  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation  of  money  for  the  repair  of 
the  road,  and  against  the  course  proposed  by 
Mr.  BnoHANAir. 

Mr.  Roes,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same  mde, 
also  pretty  much  at  large,  adverting  particular- 
ly to  the  origin  of  the  fund  which  is  pledged  to 
refund  the  money  which  the  road  cost,  making 
the  consent  of  the  State  of  Ohio  necessary  to  • 
the  proposed  recession. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  regretting  the  in- 
troduction of  the  subject  upon  this  bill,  pro- 
ceeded to  discharge  a  duty  which  his  situation 
bound  him  to,  by  giving  Mb  reasons  against  Mr. 
Buchanan's  proposition.  One  argument  par- 
ticularly he  used  with  considerable  effect^  vix : 
that  the  power  to  cede  the  road  must  be  coinci- 
dent to  the  power  to  put  gates  upon  it,  the 
right  to  exercise  which  was  at  the  last  sessi<m 
denied  by  the  Executive  to  exist  in  Congress. 
To  agree  to  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Penn^lvania,  therefore,  would  be 
to  present  to  the  President  a  proposition  to 
which  it  is  known  beforehand  he  will  not 
assent 

Mr.  Pmixips,  of  Pennsylvania,  briefly  ex- 

g'essed  his  views  of  the  question.  He  was  in 
vor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  ool- 
league. 

Mr.  WHiTB,-of  Vermont,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky. 

Since  the  National  Government,  said  Mr.  TT., 
has  been  at  so  great  expense  to  make  the  Cum- 
berland road,  rather  than  it  should  be  left  to 
dilapidate,  and  be  destroyed,  I  will  vote  for  the 
appropriation  to  put  the  road  in  full  and  com* 
plete  repair;  provided  that  provision  be  also 
made  for  future  repairs  without  expense  to  the 
General  Government.  In  my  estimation  it 
would  be  just  and  right  that,  in  future^  the 
road  should  keep  itself  in  repair  by  the  coUeo- 
tion  of  tolls  for  tbat  purpose. 

I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  extremely  re- 
gret that  the  gentleman  frt>m  Kentucky  has 
seen  fit  to  encumber  the  General  Appronria- 
tion  bill  with  the  subject  of  the  Cumbenand 
road.  It  would  have  been  a  fisdrer  mode  of  legis- 
lation, and,  in  my  estimation,  more  parliament- 
ary, to  have  presented  this  subject  for  considera- 
tion in  the  bill  reported  from  the  Senate  espe- 
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dally  for  that  purpose,  which  stands  referred 
to  dais  committee.  But,  sir,  since  the  subject 
has  been  presented  in  this  shape,  and  the  dis- 
cussion has  proceeded  thus  far,  it  may  be  a 
saving  of  time  to  connect  it  with  this  bill; 
therefore  I  do  not  consider  it  very  important 
in  this  use  to  be  over  nice  about  moaes  and 


If  the  friends  of  the  road  are  sincere  in  mak- 
ing their  declarations,  they  will  ask  nothing 
more.  They  have  declared  a  willingness  to 
erect  toll-gates  and  collect  toll  sufficient  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair.  But  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  President  that  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  hare  not  the  constitutional  power  to 
establish  gates  and  force  the  collection  of  toll 
on  said  road.  What,  tlien,  is  to  be  done,  sir, 
but  to  adopt  the  course  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania — ^to  cede  the  road  to 
the  States  respectively  through  which  it  leads  f 

But  gentlemen  object  to  this  courw,  and  say 
it  would  be  placing  the  road  under  the  goardi- 
anship  of  ^^  its  own  worst  enemies,"  who  would 
destroy  it,  or,  by  neglect,  would  leave  it  to  di- 
lapidate and  be  destroyed.  But  can  any  hon- 
orable gentleman  be  serious  in  making  this  as- 
sertion ?  Are  not  the  conditions  proposed  suf- 
ficiently guarded?  If  the  cession  be  made  and 
accepted  with  the  conditions  proposed,  the 
States  must  keep  the  road  in  repair,  and  collect 
but  barely  toll  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and 
must  annually  render  an  account  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. Where  then  is  the  danger  of  which 
Bome  gentlemen  have  such  fearful  apprehen- 
sionsf  If  the  conditions  should  not  be  complied 
with  in  good  faith,  by  the  States,  the  cession 
would  be  void,  and  the  road  remain  as  much 
imder  the  control  of  Congress  as  it  now  is — 
and  this  Government  could  then,  if  they  please, 
continue  to  make  repdrs,  the  same  as  they  can 
now.  Where  then,  I  would  ask,  are  the  diffi- 
culties that  gentlemen  would  throw  in  the 

But,  sir,  were  the  cession  of  the  road  to  be 
made  and  accepted  by  the  States,  without  any 
conditions,  can  any  honorable  gentleman  be 
eerious  in  saying  that  the  road  would  be  in  dan- 
ger of  going  to  destruction  ?  Will  any  gentle- 
man seriously  say,  that  either  of  the  enlighten- 
ed, patriotic,  and  magnanimous  States,  through 
which  the  road  leads,  should  they  receive  me 
guardianship  of  so  stupendous  and  magnificent 
a  work,  the  product  of  national  munificence, 
would  not  feel  a  pride  in  cherishing  and  pre- 
serving that  work,  rather  than  destroy  it,  or 
aoffer  it  to  go  to  ruin?  Ko,  Mr.  Chairman, 
gentlemen  cannot  be  serious;  no  honorable 
gentleman  would  be  guilty  of  so  foul  a  slander. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  has 

rken  with  so  much  vehemence  on  this  occa- 
I,  has,  I  apprehend,  suffered  his  zeal  to  carry 
him  too  far. 

And  now,  sir,  is  it  not  just  and  equitable,  as 
it  respects  other  sections  of  the  United  States, 
that  wis  road,  which  has  been  built  by  the  na- 
tion, at  so  great  an  expense,  should  in  future 


maintain  itself?  The  people  who  inhabit  the 
cold  and  inhospitable  regions  of  the  North  la- 
bor under  as  great  inconveniences  with  re- 
spect to  roads,  as  the  people  of  the  West  possi- 
bly c&n. 

A  high  and  rugged  chain  of  mountains  ex- 
tends through  the  centre  almost  the  whole 
length  of  the  State  of  Yermont ;  across  whidi 
several  roads  have  been  made,  at  great  expense, 
by  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  individuals ; 
for  travelling  on  which  the  citizens  are  obliged 
to  pay  toll ;  and  yet,  the  proprietors  of  those 
roads  do  not,  after  defraying  the  expense  of  re- 
pairs, receive  more  than  from  one  to  three  per 
cent,  on  the  sums  actually  expended  in  making 
the  roads. 

An  honorable  member,  now  in  my  eye,  my 
venerable  and  worthy  colleague,  from  his  own 
private  frtnds,  has  expended  more  than  forty 
thousand  dollars,  in  making  a  road  across  the 
Green  Mountains,  and  though  the  traveller 
pays  a  high  toll  fbr  passing  thereon,  for  nearly 
twenty  years  past  tMs  road  has  not  yielded  the 
proprietor  one  cent  more  than  sufficient  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs.  The  State  which 
I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  represent  is  an  in- 
land State,  remote  from  market.  The  farmers 
are  obliged  to  transport  their  produce  by  land,  at 
great  expense ;  and  go  which  way  they  will,  they 
meet  a  turnpike  gate,  and  are  subject  to  the  x>ay- 
ment  of  tolls.  IN  ow,  sir,  permit  me  to  appeal  to 
the  candor,  liberality,  justice,  and  good  sense  of 
gentlemen,  whether  it  be  just  and  equitable,  that 
the  good  people  of  Vermont^  since  the  Cum- 
berland road  has  been  made  at  so  great  expense 
by  the  National  Government,  should  be  annu- 
ally taxed  to  keep  it  in  repair?  To  keep  a 
free  road  ?  And  for  whom  ?  The  people  who 
possess  and  e^oy  the  luxuriant  and  fertile  re- 
gions of  the  West.  No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  just 
The  little  State  of  Yermont^  which  during  the 
struggle  for  independence,  maintained  her 
ground,  and  single-handed  defended  herself 
not  only  against  the  invasions  of  the  savage 
foe,  tories,  and  hostile  British  troops,  but  agdnst 
the  encroachments  and  unjust  claims  of  the 
State  of  New  Tork,  is  fiar  from  being  rich. 
Yet^  her  citizens,  high-minded  and  patriotic, 
who,  by  persevering  industry  and  economy,  can 
barely  obtain  a  comfortable  support,  will  pa- 
tiently bear  their  just  proportion  of  public  bur- 
dens without  a  murmur.  But,  sir,  if  you  tax 
them  annually  to  keep  in  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  they  wiU  feel  themselves  aggrieved,  and 
win  consider  it  unequal  and  unjust ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding, with  respect  to  them,  I  will  not 
say,  as  was  said  by  an  honorable  gentleman  on 
a  former  occasion,  with  respect  to  his  consti- 
tuents at  the  South ;  but,  sir,  I  will  ask  leave  to 
amend  the  declaration  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, when  I  apply  it  to  my  constituents,  hj 
striking  out  the  word  not.  The  patriotic  citi- 
zens of  Yermont,  sir,  though  they  should  feel 
themselves  aggrieved,  and  even  oppressed  by 
the  acts  of  Congress,  will  not  oppose  those  acta, 
by  refflsting  the  constituted  aathorities.  No^  air, 
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but  to  use  the  declaration  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, as  amended — "they  will  submit;  by 
heavens,  they  will! "  But,  sir,  I  wish  to  have 
it  expressly  understood,  that  they  are  not 
characters,  composed  of  "dough  faces,"  to  be 
first  lightened,  and  diverted  from  their  pur- 
poses by  empty  threats,  and  thereby  cheatea  out 
of  their  Just  rights.  If  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  be  adopted, 
I  shall  vote  for  the  appropriation  to  put  the 
road  in  repair,  hoping  and  trusting  that  here- 
after tiie  Cumberland  road,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  will  be  made  to  keep  itself  in 
repair,  or  be  repaired  by  the  State  authorities,  as 
are  roads  in  other  sections  of  this  country,  and 
thereby  relieve  the  National  Government  from 
any  frirther  trouble  or  expense.  And  I  do,  sir, 
most  conscientiously  believe  that,  if  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Cumberland  road  be  all  that  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  spoken  with  so  much  zeal 
on  the  subject,  want,  they  will,  one  and  all, 
vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  Pennsylvania.  But  if  their  zeal  arises 
from  another  cause;  if  they  wish  to  retain  the 
road  as  a  bone  of  contention,  whereby  National 
and  State  rights  may  oonstantiy  be  brought  in 
collision,  then  they  will  vote  agunst  it  Imr.  W. 
concluded  by  hoping  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  might  hd  adopted. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  next  delivered  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  Mr  Btt- 

OHANAN. 

Mr.  Wriget,  of  Maryland,  then  spoke  against 
the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
Mr.  Ketes,  of  Yermpnt,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :  On  the  subject  of  the  Cum« 
berland  road,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the 
National  road,  now  under  consideration,  I  will 
not,  in  speaking  on  this  question,  occu^  more 
time  than  I  have  in  trying  to  get  the  floor  to 
speak.  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  acts  and  laws  of 
tue  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ships  are 
built,  fortifications  and  lighthouses  have  been 
erected.  Have  not  Congress  appropriated  money 
to  repair  those  sliips,  fortifications,  and  light- 
houses, when  they  have  been  out  or  repair  ?  Or 
have  tney  let  them  go  to  destruction  ?  No,  sir; 
Uiev  have  made  the  necessary  repairs,  and  not 
suffered  them  to  go  to  ruin.  Well,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, by  the  acts  and  laws  of  Congress,  the 
Cumberland  road  has  been  constructed.  That 
road  is  now  out  of  repair.  It  has  cost  this  na- 
tion nearly  two  millions  of  dollars;  and  we 
ought  not  to  let  it  go  to  ruin  for  the  want  of  a 
littie  repairing.  Sir,  if  J  have  made  a  correct 
estimate,  it  has  cost  about  fourteen  thousand 
doUars  a  mile ;  and,  if  the  money  was  well  laid 
out  in  making  this  road,  it  will  not  cost  much 
to  keep  it  in  repdr,  after  the  first  repairs  are 
made,  if  well  made — ^future  repairs  will  cost  but 
a  trifle.  When  a  road  is  first  made,  through  a 
rough,  mountainous,  hilly  country,  and  steep 
side  hills  to  make  it  upon,  when  you  have  to 
cut  the  upper  side  of  the  road  deep,  next  to  the 
steep  hill  or  mountain,  the  mountam  or  hill  will 


for  a  while  slip  down  into  the  upper  side  of  the 
road ;  and  the  dust  and  stones,  thus  'tumbling 
into  the  road,  must  be  thrown  over  the  lower 
side;  and,  when  so  done,  it  will  widen  the 
road,  and  make  it  the  better.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
ask,  what  motives  had  Congress  in  making  this 
road?  Was  it  to  acconunodate  our  Western 
brethren^hom  we  love  so  well,  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  our  Western  lands?  But,  sir,  admitting  Con- 
gress has  no  regard  for  our  Western  brethren, 
who  have  been  of  so  much  benefit  to  us  in  settiing 
a  part  of  that  Western  country ;  still  we  ought 
to  consider  that  we  have  more  land  in  the  ^N^ 
than  we  can  number  into  acres.  Yes,  sir,  tbe 
United  States  have  more  than  four  hundred 
millions  of  acres,  and  how  much  more  I  cannot 
tell,  in  the  Western  country.  And,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  think  Congress  has  acted  very  wisely  in 
making  this  Cumberland  road,  leading  over  the 
hills  and  mountains  to  that  goodly  hind.  Sir, 
it  has  been  asked,  by  several  members  of  tiiis 
House,  what  benefit  is  this  National  road  to 
Maine  and  Geor^?  Well,  sir,  I  will  ask,  is 
not  Maine  and  GiBor^  interested  in  the  land? 
Yes;  and  all  the  other  States  of  this  Union  are 
also  equally  interested  in  this  National  road, 
leading  to  those  lands.  But,  sir,  a  gentleman, 
who  spoke  yesterday,  when  this  question  was 
under  conMderation,  said  something  about  heiq>- 
ing  up  coals  of  fire.  I  did  not  know  the  man's 
name,  nor  do  I  know  whefe  he  belongs;  but  I 
know  he  is  a  member  of  the  House,  for  I  recol- 
lect his  face  weU  enough.  Well,  sir,  what  did 
he  mean  by  heaping  up  coals  of  fire  ?  Sir,  if  he 
will  keep  his  heap  of  coala,  and  have  them  ready 
to  bum  the  timber  which  may  be  prepared  to 
build  the  contemplated  gates,  I  will  go  with 
him,  and  help  to  kindle  the  fire.  Sir,  I  think 
toll-gates  are  a  curse  to  their  owners,  and  to 
their  customers  also ;  for  the  owners  of  turn- 
pike roads  do  not  generally  get  enough  toU  to 
keep  their  roads  in  repair ;  and  the  traveller, 
when  he  comes  to  the  gate,  must  make  the 
change ;  but,  if  he  cannot,  then  he  must  go  back 
to  the  city  or  town,  to  get  his  money  changed, 
before  he  is  permitted  to  pass  the  gate.  Sir, 
this  road  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
length ;  and,  if  you  set  up  a  gate  for  every  ten 
miles,  you  will  have  thirteen  gates :  you  must 
also  build  toll-houses  near  each  gate ;  and  yon 
must  provide  for  each  gate  a  toll-gatherer,  or 
money-catcher — call  him  what  you  please.  And, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  what  will  all  this  cost? 
Sir,  it  will  cost  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  doUara, 
at  lectft,  for  the  first  year,  or  more ;  for  yon 
will  give  your  toU-gatherers  from  five  hundred 
to  one  thousand  dollars  each  a  year,  or  perhape 
much  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  fiivor  of 
appropriating  money  sufficient  to  mi^e  the  first 
repairs.  But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  giving  this  road 
to  the  States  of  Penn^lvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  or  any  other  State  or  States,  for  them 
to  erect  gates  and  take  toll.  Sir,  if  this  road  is 
ceded  to  the  aforesaid  States,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  thev  will  take  it  or  not  And,  further, 
if  once  ceded  away,  it  never  again  will  be  afr«e 
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road;  or,  if  eyer,  not  short  of  one  hundred 
years.  Sir,  if  yon  take  this  mode  of  getting  lid 
of  the  National  road,  yon  will  adopt  a  sure  way 
to  lessen  the  valne  of  yonr  Western  lands,  and 
taoense  your  Western  brethren.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  hare  no  doubt  but  people  will  soon  setUe 
on  this  road,  and  be  sofSoient  to  keep  it  in  good 
repair  with  their  common  highway  taxes,  and 
not  be  burdened  with  higher  taxes  than  other 
people  are  on  other  roacb— for  people  always 
like  to  settle  on  good  roads.  Sir,  1  wish  a  good, 
thorough  superintendent  may  be  appointed — a 
man  that  will  work  himseu^  and  oe  always 
present  with  the  men ;  and  the  laborers  should 
be  hired  for  the  term  of  six  months ;  the  money 
from  GoTemment  being  sore,  the  men,  thus 
hired,  ought  to  repair  this  road  with  good 
economy.  And,  in  my  opinion,  by  adopting 
this  mode,  it  would  not  cost  the  Ui^ted  States 
half  the  money  to  repair  this  road  as  it  woidd 
by  letting  it  out  in  jobs.  Mr.  Ohairman,  it  is 
true,  as  my  colleague  has  stated,  I  have  spent 
large  sums  of  money  in  making  roads.  In  that 
part  of  the  country  where  I  lire  when  I  am  at 
Aome^  when  I  first  went  into  it,  when  we  had 
to  travel  the  roads,  with  a  cart  or  wagon  loaded 
with  six  or  eight  hundredweight,  we  had  to 
employ  half  a  dozen  men,  to  hwg  on  one  side 
or  the  other,  to  keep  the  cart  from  turning 
oyer ;  but,  since  we  have  constructed  our  turn- 
pike roads,  one  man  can  driye  his  team  with  a 
load  of  two  or  three  tons  on  his  wagon.  And, 
sir,  although  these  roads  giye  no  dividends  to 
their  owners  or  proprietors,  yet  the  money  ex- 
pended in  making  them  is  not  wholly  lost ;  for 
the  farms  and  wild  lands  which  they  go  through, 
or  lead  to,  are  worth  double  as  much  as  they  ever 
would  have  been  without  having  these  roads 
made  to  travel  upon.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know 
not  how  other  gentlemen  feel  about  guying 
away  this  road ;  but,  sir,  if  I  should,  by  my 
yote,  give  away  two  millions  of  the  United  States 

Property,  I  should  not  dare  to  return  home, 
ir,  I  hope  I  have  made  myself  intelligible  to 
Con^^ess;  and,  if  I  have,  I  presume  they  will 
go  with  me  in  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  at 
once  to  repair  the  National  road.  Sir,  I  find 
some  gentlemen,  who  are  in  fayor  of  repairing 
the  road,  seem  rather  inclined  to  vote  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  in  the  bill  which  came 
from  the  Senate,  but,  sir,  since  we  have  the 
matter  now  before  us,  1  think  it  would  be  a 
saving  of  time  to  decide  upon  it  at  this  time. 
Sir,  this  road  is  the  property  of  tiie  nation,  and 
I  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  take  care 
of  it. 

When  Mr.  K.  sat  down  the  committoe  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satttbdat,  February  15. 
Qmventian  tHth  Great  Britain/or  the  Joint 

Occupation  qfthe  Columbia, 
A  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Pbxsi- 
DSNT  OF  THE  Ukitsd  Staxbs  was  read,  and  is 
§B  follows : 


To  the  Houae  <if  RepruefOaHvei  qf  the  United  States  : 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hodm  of 
ReprewntatiTeSi  of  the  22d  January  last,  requesting 
the  oommmiication  to  the  Honse  of  aJl  the  correspond- 
enoe  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  rekting  to  the  negotiation  of  the 
convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  which  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest, — I  transmit 
herewith  to  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretaxy  of 
State,  together  with  the  papers  requested  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House.  JAMES  MONROE. 
WAsmnoioir,  FAruaty  13,  1828. 

The  Message,  report,  and  documents,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaxbb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  so  mudi 
of  the  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  as  relates  to  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  counties  of  Jackson  and 
Decatur,  in  that  State,  referred  to  him  on  the 
8d  instant :  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Sfeakxb  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  of  the  arms  made  and  repaired 
therein,  during  the  year  1822 ;  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  an  act,  passed  on  the  2d  of  April,  179^; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Ck>mmittee 
on  Naval  Affiurs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the  pension  hereto- 
fore allowed  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Lieuten- 
ant Elbert,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Monday,  February  17. 
Apportionment  of  Midehipmen. 

Mr.  FuLLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  If  aval 
Affiiirs,  who  were  instructed  to  inauire  into  the 
propriety  of  ordering  a  more  equal  selection  (^ 
midishipmen  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  objects 
contemplated  in  the  inquiry;  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  foUows : 

By  the  seooud  section  of  the  seoond  article  of  the 
CoDstitiition  of  the  United  States,  the  President  is 
vested  with  power,  by  uid  with  the  adyice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  nominate  and  appoint  all  offi- 
cers, whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for 
by  the  constitution ;  thus  giving  him  the  exercise  of 
his  discretion,  withoat  any  limitation  as  to  place  of 
birth  or  residenoe,  in  sndi  appointments.  This  lati- 
tude in  selecting  persons  of  snitable  oharacter  and 
qualifications,  must  have  been  deemed  indispensable, 
to  enable  the  Executive  power  to  fulfil  the  high  trust 
of  providing  for  the  **  faithful  execution  **  of  the  laws^ 
and  at  the  same  time  involves  a  responsibility  which 
would  have  been  considerably  dimixushed  by  such  a 
restriction  as  is  suggested  by  the  resolution.  In  ap- 
pointing officers  in  the  civil  department,  for  the  per- 
formanoe  of  duties  which  are  local  in  their  nature,  the 
committee  believe  that  a  regard  to  the  circumstance  of 
x^dence,  and  of  the  poHti^  and  individual  relations 
of  the  persons  selected,  must  frequently  be  among  the 
ooDsiderations  most  important  to  a  just  deoisiofD.    Nor 
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Is  tbere  any  reaaon  to  doubt,  that  a  due  regard  to  this 
consideration,  in  accordance  with  local  predilections, 
and  the  spirit  and  geniaa  of  a  fVee  people,  has  gaided 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  as  far,  hiSierto, 
as  the  public  good  requires. 

In  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  less  scope  is  afibrded  to 
the  Executive,  in  filling  the  higher  gndes  of  service, 
as  long  established  usage  limits  the  selection  of  suit- 
able persons  to  an  inconsiderable  number,  whose  edu- 
cation and  probationary  character  are  deemed  to  ren- 
der them  the  onlj  subjects  of  such  selection.  It  is 
onl^  in  the  appointments  to  the  lower  grades,  from 
which,  at  a  future  daj,  the  highest  ranks  of  the  mili- 
tai7  and  naval  corps  are  to  be  filled,  that  the  utmost 
latitude  is  afforded  to  the  President,  for  consulting  the 
future  interest  of  the  country,  by  enrolling  in  her  de- 
fence an  adequate  number  of  brave,  intelligent,  patri- 
otic, and  virtuous  officers ;  and  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  any  restriction,  by  law,  even  if  permitted 
by  the  constitution,  would  be  highly  pernicious  in  its 
operation,  and  might  often  result  in  the  appointment 
of  persons  incompetent  and  unsuitable. 

In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  midshipmeo,  the 
particular  subject  of  the  present  inquiry,  it  appears^  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department, 
accompanying  this  report,  that  a  disposition  suffi- 
ciently favorable  to  a  general  and  fair  participation  of 
naval  preferment  has  constantly  pervaded  that  Depart- 
ment, and  has  been  no  otherwise  counteracted  than  was 
unavoidable,  from  circumstances  beyond  its  control. 

The  committee  Ailly  concur  in  the  propriety  and 
policy  of  enrolling  in  the  naval  service  the  meritorious 
young  men  of  the  interior  States,  whenevei  Uiey  mani- 
fest a  solicitude  to  enter  it ;  and  they  are  persuaded 
that  such  a  disposition  on  their  part  has  always  been 
encouraged,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  as  fiir  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  constitutional  discretion  and  responsl. 
bility  of  the  Executive  will  permit  They,  tlunefore, 
recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  any  provision,  by  law,  restraining 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  the  selection  of 
midshipmen,  is  inexpedient 

Navt  Dsparimiest,  Jan.  26,  1823. 

SiB :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  in  your  letter  of  the 
21st  instant,  whether  any  general  roles  are  adopted  in 
the  Department,  by  which  the  selection  of  midshipmen 
is  made,  particularly  as  relates  to  theur  residence,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  general  mle,  by  which 
I  have  been  governed  in  this  respect^  is,  to  apportion 
them  among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  ratio 
of  representation  in  Congress,  when  the  applicants 
were  unexceptionable  as  to  character  and  qualifica- 
tions for  the  service.  The  disproportion,  however, 
was  so  great,  that  I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to 
bring  about  an  apportionment  among  the  several 
Stat^  according  to  the  rule  alluded  to.  But  as,  in 
all  new  appointments,  due  regard  is  had  to  the  princi- 
ple, the  object  will,  before  long,  be  effiacted.  Whether 
it  would  be  expedient  to  adopt^  by  law,  this  rule,  leav- 
ing no  discretion  on  the  subject  to  the  Department, 
may  well  be  questioned.  Although  the  applicants,  in 
the  aggregate,  are  vezy  numerous,  yet  there  are  some 
States  from  which  there  are  but  few ;  and  if  the  De- 
partment should  be  bound  by  law  to  conform,  in  all 
cases,  to  this  rule,  the  selection  mi^t  not  always  be 
of  the  most  deserving  and  best  qui£fied. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Hon.  TotoTBT  Fdixeb, 
Chcarnum  Nwool  CboHndtoe. 


Thubbday,  Febrnaiy  20. 
Virginia  Military  Land  Wa/rrofnU. 

The  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Yir^nia  military  land  warrants,  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office ;  as,  also,  the  bill  extending  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionair  army, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideratiQai 
of  the  said  bills. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  oonsider  the 
bill  extending  the  tmie  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  sorreys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

A  debate  arose,  of  considerable  length  and 
animation;  in  the  course  of  which,  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yakob  of 
Ohio^  and  Mr.  Ross  of  Ohio ;  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Stevenson,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  HoCoT| 
Raxxin,  Meboeb,  and  Habdin. 

Mr.  Sloans  then  moved  to  add  the  following 
by  way  of  amendment,  to  the  biU : 

«  Ssa  8.  *^B€Ufur{hiBr  enacted,  Thatno holder 
of  any  warrant  which  has  been  located  and  surveyed, 
shall  be  permitted  to  remove  Ihe  same,  and  again  li^ 
cate  it  on  any  other  tract,  except  in  cases  of  evictioi^ 
or  unless  it  be  found  to  interfere  with  a  prior  loca- 
tion." 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment,  la 
which  Messrs.  MoCot,  Wbioht,  Waleeb,  Bbmi^ 
and  OooK,  engaged,  it  was  negatived  bj  a  ooi^ 
siderable  m^ority. 

The  bill  was  then  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr* 
Campbell,  so  as  to  extend  its  operation  to  four 
years  for  locating,  and  six  years  for  retoming 
surveys. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Mr.  Yakci^ 
who  zealously  opposed  the  bill,  whidh  Mic 
Habdin  again  defended* 

Mr.  Ross  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

**  Provided^  That  no  warrant  shall  hereafter  be  lo- 
cated by  virtue  of  this  or  any  other  law,  on  any 
lands  heretofore  sold  by^the  United  States^  to  anjii^. 
dividual  or  individuals." 

Messrs.  Habdin,  Rankin,  and  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  opposed  the  amendment;  and  Meaarb 
Ross  and  Cook  supported  it;  when 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Walwobtbl  who  was  in  favor  of  thia 
bill,  yet  thought  that  justice  required  that  the 
pledges  of  the  Government  in  favor  of  one  class 
of  persons  during  the  Revolutionary  war  should 
not  be  less  binding  than  to  another.  Under 
this  impression,  he  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill,  for  reviving,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  the  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canadian 
refugees  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  amendment  was  opposedrby  Messrs.  8t>- 
VENSON  and  Rhea,  as  unconnected  with  the 
principles  of  the  bill ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr*  Cooks  then  proposed  to  amend  the  lull 
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bj  a  proviso  literallj  the  same  as  that  o^red 
by  Mr.  Ross,  with  permission  to  those  locating 
land  warrants  to  make  them  on  any  land  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  country  so  reserredf  nn- 
oocnpied  by  previous  location. 

Messrs.  Raitkin,  Rhba,  Abo&sb,  and  Mebobb, 
opposed  this  amendment;  and  Messrs.  Oookb, 
Tbact,  Walwobth,  and  Nblson  of  Maryland, 
supported  it. 

One  or  two  verbal  amendments  were  made 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cooks  ; 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Oakfbbll,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  he  being  unwilling  to  vote  for 
the  bill  with  this  proviso  attached  to  it 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Randolph  required  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  but  a  sufficient  number  not 
rising  to  sustun  the  call — 

Mr.  Campbell  withdrew  his  motion  to  laj  the 
bill  on  the  table;  and 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ^ayes  75. 


Fkidat,  February  21. 
BevoltUumary  Land  Warranti, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers 
ofthe Revolutionary  army;  when — 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  subjoin  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section: 

<*  Ssc.  2.  And  h%  U  further  enaOed,  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time  limited  by  this  aet  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  military  hmd  warrants  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Cknnmissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  transmit  to  the  Surveyor  General  a  list  of 
all  the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty  quarter  townships 
which  shall  at  that  time  remidnnnlocated.  And  the 
Snnreyor  General  shall  prepare  and  transmit  to  the 
registers  of  the  land  office  at  ChiUicothe  and  Zanes- 
vine,  respectively,  general  plats  ofthe  aforesaid  nnlo- 
oated  lots ;  which  lots  shaU,  after  the  4th  day  of  Jane, 
1825,  be  ofiered  for  sale  at  the  Und  offices  m  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  sitnated,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every 
respect,  as  other  public  lands  are  offered  at  private 
sale  in  the  same  districts." 

Mr.  Ross  oflfbred  some  remarks  in  explanation 
and  support  of  his  amendment,  and  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Ranxht  and  Mr.  MoCot. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  l^e  amendment, 
it  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

TuxsDAT,  February  25. 
MeeUm  of  FrinUr, 
Mr.  Aludt,  of  Massachusetts,  pursuant  to  the 
notice  he  yesterday  gave,  that  uie  House  this 
day  proceed  to  bidlot  for  a  Printer,  to  execute 
the  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  now  made  a 
motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  the  said 
PHnter. 


Mr.  MoLAin  moved  to  postpone  the  election 
of  Printer  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  MooRB  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Sattndebs,  and 
Mr.  Wbxoht,  were  against  so  long  a  postpone- 
ment 

The  q^uestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Allev,  of  now  proceeding  to 
ballot  for  a  Printer ;  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative.  . 
After  the  nomination  of  candidates — 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  balloting, 
and,  upon  counting  the  votes  by  the  tellers^ 
Messrs.  Cooice  and  Mallabt,  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  wsa  155,  of  which 
79  were  necessary  to  a  choice. 
For  Gales  &  Beaton    ...     -     102 
Andrew  Way,  junior  -      -      -      -      43 
Other  persons    -        -      -      -      -      lo 
Gales  &  Beaton  were  then  declared  duly 
elected  Printers  to  the  next  Congress. 

Fortijleatums — InterruH  ImpronemenU, 
Mr.  Stbwabt  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

<'For  enablmg  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  employ  a  competent  number  of  Military  or  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  to  ascertain  the  practicabibfy 
and  probable  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the 
Potomao  and  Ohio  by  a  canal,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars.** 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Stswabt  said  he  regretted  that  it  had 
become  necessary  to  bring  this  subject  before 
the  House,  by  way  of  amendment  to  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  other,  and,  in  his  opinion,  less  import- 
ant objects.  He  hsd  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom 
many  petitions  upon  this  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred during  the  session,  would  have  made  a 
special  report  in  its  favor;  but,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  that  a  minority  of  that  committee,  doubting 
the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, had  not  thought  proper  to  act  upon  it  at 
idl.  There  remained,  therefore,  he  said,  no  way 
left  by  which  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners  (and 
most  of  them  were  his  constituents)  could  be 
gratified,  but  his  offering  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed. 

The  union  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  East  and 
the  West,  opening  an  inland  navigation  of  near 
three  thousand  miles,  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  immense  Republic,  and  binding  it 
together  by  the  Strongest  ties — the  ties  of  inter- 
est and  intercourse — ^was,  in  every  point  of 
view,  a  national  object  of  the  first  magnitude; 
an  object  which  could  not  fiedl  at  any  time  to 
command  the  favorable  attention  of  the  House ; 
but,  at  this  moment,  he  said,  it  was  peculiarly 
interesting.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  great  subject 
forty  years  ago  occupied  the  anxious  attention 
of  tiie  wisest  and  best  man  that  this  or  any 
other  country  had  ever  produced — ^he  would 
name  but  Washikoton,  its  zealous  advocate — 
the  advocate  of  every  thing  promotive  of  the 
good  and  the  glory  of  his  coun^.  The  subject^ 
no  said,  had  been  recently  revived,  aad  now 
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occupied  the  attention  of  several  of  the  greatest 
States  in  the  Union.  But  a  few  days  since  a 
bill,  he  siud,  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  incorporating  a  company,  with  a 
capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  this  canal  from  tide  water,  at  this 
city,  to  Cumberland,  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
distance  to  Pittsburg.  This  was  an  act  of  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,  worthy  of  that  great 
State.  In  the  Maryland  Legislature,  though 
there  was  evidently  a  minority  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  yet  its  friends  had  consented  to  its 
postponement,  with  a  view  to  bring  it  forward 
under  more  favorable  auspices  at  the  next  ses- 
sion. Li  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  it  ap- 
peared, from  a  letter  he  had  Just  received,  a 
committee^  raised  upon  this  subject,  had  reported 
decidedly  m  its  favor;  and  he  hoped  the  great 
and  growing  States  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  so 
deeply  interested,  (where  he  understood  this 
subject  was  now  agitated,)  would  be  found  will- 
ing to  afford  a  prompt  and  hearty  co-operation« 
And  shall  we  sit  here,  the  quiet^  passive,  and 
indifferent  spectators  of  these  great  efforts  to 
accomplish  an  object  so  vitally  interesting  to 
the  union  and  prosperity  of  this  nation?  He 
hoped  not.  He  hoped  this  proposition  would 
be  adopted ;  it  would  at  least  afford  countenance 
and  encouragement;  it  woidd  stimulate  and 
strengUien  the  efforts  of  its  friends  in  the  States ; 
it  was  due  to  them — ^it  was  due  to  the  country. 
Sir,  I  am  told  by  a  gentleman  near  me,  said 
Mr.  8.,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  in  which  to 
introduce  this  amendment.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to 
differ  with  the  gentleman.  What  is  the  object 
of  this  bill  ?  It  is  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  especially  for  the  defence  of 
this  citjr,  by  the  erection  of  forts  and  fortifica- 
tions. You  have  just,  said  he,  voted  $46,000, 
to  be  expended,  during  the  next  season,  on  a 
fort  near  the  confines  of  this  District  of  ten 
miles  square  a  few  miles  below  Alexandria. 
Sir,  I  ask,  which  will  afford  the  most  effectual 
defence  to  this  city,  the  erection  of  this  fort,  or 
the  opening  of  this  canal  ?  The  canal,  continued 
Mr.  S..  win  make  this  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
mercial cities  in  the  Union.  A  water  commu- 
nication is  opened  into  the  interior,  which  must 
throw  into  this  city  all  the  rich,  varied,  and 
abundant  prodi)ctions  of  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  West;  and  here 
they  will  purchase  most  of  the  inomense  quan- 
tities of  goods  required  for  the  supply  of  those 
great  and  growing  States.  Thus,  sir,  you  in- 
crease the  population,  you  increase  the  wealth, 
the  strength,  the  resources  of  this  city;  and 
this,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  the  best  way 
to  defend  it — ^by  increasing  its  men,  its  bone,  its 
muscle,  by  adding  to  the  number  of  balls  and 
bayonets  to  encounter  the  enemy  on  its  approach. 
But,  sir,  of  what  avail  will  be  your  forts  and 
fortifications,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant? The  enemy  will  avoid  your  forts,  and 
attack  and  bum  your  city,  as  they  did  during 
the  late  war,  and  return  unmolest^.  Sir,  had 
WikSHiNOTON  lived  to  carry  into  effect  this 


splendid  purpose,  this  Oapitol  never  would  have 
been  viohtted  and  profaned  by  a  hostile  foot 
nor  our  public  edifices  consumed  by  a  Vandal 
foe. 

But,  sir,  this  veir  communication  is  pointed 
out  and  recommended,  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  War,  as  connected  with  the  military  defence  <n 
the  country,  in  his  very  able  and  luminous  report, 
made  some  time  since,  on  the  subject  of  '^  mili- 
tary roads  and  canals."  And  i^  sir,  it  has  been 
shown  that  this  measure  is  better  calculated  to 
secure  the  defence  of  this  city,  in  time  of  wax^ 
than  the  forts  provided  for  at  an  expenBe  oi 
millions,  how  is  it  in  time  of  peace  ?  Your  forts 
are  a  constant  burden  of  expense— ^e  other  is 
a  source  of  unceasing  profit  and  advantage.  To 
support  the  one,  you  must  keep  a  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace;  the  other,  while  it  affords 
every  facility,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  trade  and 
intercourse,  uniting  and  bringing  more  nearly 
togelher  distant  parts  of  our  country,  giving  in- 
terest and  activity  to  new  sources  of  wealth, 
will  yield  you,  perhaps,  twelve  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  on  the  stock  invested.  The  one  is  effe<^ 
at  the  joint  expense  of  this  Government,  and 
States,  and  individuals  interested;  the  other 
exclusively  out  of  the  public  purse.  For  these 
reasons,  I  say,  the  gentleman  is  mistaken,  -whai 
he  supposes  this  amendment  has  no  connectioD 
w;th  the  bill  tmder  consideration. 

In  another  point  of  view,  the  nation,  edd  Mr. 
S.,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  proe- 

Eerity  of  this  city.  Sir,  this  GoYemment  owns 
ve  thousand  lots.  These  lots,  I  discover,  are 
estimated  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  By  this 
measure,  they  will  be  enhanced  more  than  five- 
fold in  value.  They  would  ttt  once  become  an 
object  of  speculation  to  the  capitalist.  Without 
thiJB  canal^  this  city  and  your  public  property 
must  dechne  together.  The  avenues  now  open 
to  the  public  Treasury  must  soon  be  closed ;  and 
the  immense  expenditure  of  money,  in  building 
and  rebuilding  the  Oapitol,  the  public  ofiSoes, 
&c.,  must  soon  cease;  and  the  crowd  of  popu* 
lation  which  has  thus  been  fed  upon  the  offal 
of  the  public  Treasury  must  depart  and  seek  em- 
ployment elsewhere,  leaving  tine  capital  of  this 
proud  Eepublic,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
the  worl^  a  mdancholy  scene  of  desolation  and 
decline. 

The  perfect  practicability  of  uniting  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Ohio  seems  to 
be  no  longer  doubtful.  On  this  subject  there 
exists  but  one  opinion  among  the  many  skilfiil 
and  experienced  engineers  who  have  examined 
the  head  waters  of  these  streams.  They  are 
found  to  approach  within  two  miles,  at  a  point 
where  the  water  in  each  is  abundantly  sufilcient 
to  turn  mills  in  the  dryest  seasons,  or  supply 
canals  to  any  extent  [Mr.  S.  here  referr^  to 
the  report  of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  Oom- 
missioners,  laid  upon  the  table  a  few  days  since.] 
This  report,  made,  said  Mr.  S.,  by  gentlemen  of 
the   highest   respectability,   possessing   mudi 

Eracticfld  skill,  not  only  establishes  the  practica- 
ility  of  uniting  these  streams,  but  it  shows^  bj 
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a  minute  caLculation,  that  the  whole  sum  re- 
quired to  complete  this  canal  to  Cnmberland, 
two-thirds  of  tne  whole  distance  to  Pittsbnrg, 
wonld  be  $1,578,954,  not  one-fonrth  part  of  the 
snm  required  to  complete  the  New  York  canal ; 
this  splendid  work,  once  denounced  as  chimeri- 
cal and  absurd,  is  now  the  object  of  universal 
admiration  and  applause.  But  is  it,  in  any 
point  of  view,  as  important  as  the  canal  now 
proposed?  Compare  them.  The  New  York 
canal  passes  through  a  single  State,  and  termi- 
nates on  our  Northern  frontier.  The  Ohio  and 
Potomac  canal  will  pass  through  the  heart  and 
centre  of  this  Bepublic,  opening  a  water  com- 
munication from  the  Seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  affording 
its  advantages  to  all  the  intermediate  States, 
wafting  the  immense  and  various  productions 
of  the  interior  through  this  city  to  their  appro- 
priate markets,  at  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
present  cost  of  transportation  by  land.  Besides,  * 
this  canal  eigoys  the  advantages  of  the  coal 
trade,  which  nature  has  denied  to  the  other, 
and  being  in  a  milder  climate  will  remain  several 
months  longer  unobstructed  by  ice. 

But  this  report)  continued  Mr.  S.,  establishes 
two  other  pA>po6itions,  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The 
ftntj  though  not  new,  he  said,  was  important ; 
it  was,  that  the  difference  in  Uie  cost  of  trans- 
portation by  canals  and  by  land  was  as  twenty 
to  one ;  that  is,  that  the  cost  of  carriage  on  ca- 
nals was  one-twentieth  part  only  of  the  cost 
upon  roads.  This  was,  he  believed,  a  common 
result  to  which  all  writers  on  the  subject  had 
oome,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  use  of 
canals  wherever  adopted;  from  this,  it  evi- 
dently followed  that  tne  opening  of  this  canal 
would  place  the  seat  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, for  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  of  Inter- 
course, within  fifteen  and  a  half  miles  of  Pitts- 
burg. The  whole  distance  by  water  would  be 
three  hundred  and  ten  miles;  divide  this  by 
twenty,  gives  fifteen  and  a  half  by  land.  It  has 
been  ascertained,  said  he,  that  the  sum  paid  in 
Pittsburg  alone,  in  one  year,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  goods  for  the  supply  of  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Asc.,  had  amounted  to  $1,600,000 ;  divide  this 
by  twenty,  and  it  will  be  reduced  by  the  canal 
to  $76,000,  saving  the  West  from  an  annual 
taxation  of  $1,425,000.  For  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation was,  he  said,  paid  by  the  consumer  of 
the  goods,  in  the  same  way  that  he  paid  the 
duty  that  enriched  the  public  Treasury.  But 
Pittsburg  was  not  the  only  place  of  deposit. 
Mr.  S.  here  read  from  a  letter  which  he  had 
lately  received  from  a  respectable  merchant  in 
Wheeling,  who  stated  that  he  received  on  an 
average  $8,000,000  worth  of  goods  per  annum, 
at  his  store,  transported  on  the  Oomberiana 
road,  for  the  carriage  of  which  he  paid  about 
$120,000 ;  by  the  canal,  this  sum  would  be  re- 
duced (aocoiding  to  the  principle  of  the  report 
to  which  he  referred)  to  $6,000.  But  an  equal 
saving  would  be  effected  on  the  transportation 
of  the  agricultural,  and  other  products  of  the 
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interior,  to  the  Eastern  markets.  He  would 
mention,  he  said,  a  single  fact,  which  might  il- 
lustrate the  importance  of  this  object :  from  the 
returns  of  the  marshals,  in  1810,  it  appeared 
that  there  had  been  manufactured  in  the  west- 
em  counties  of  Pennsylvania  alone,  in  that 
year,  417,181  barrels  of  flour  and  whiskey. 
These  articles  were  now  carried  principally 
over  the  mountains,  in  wagons,  at  an  expense 
of  about  three  dollars  per  barrel,  which  by  the 
canal  would  be  reduced  to  fifteen  cents  per  bar- 
rel. The  glass  manufactured  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, he  said,  was  transported  to  Baltimore  by 
land;  at  an  expense  of  near  one-fourth  of  the 
price  received ;  (a  higher  duty  than  was  paid 
by  the  foreign  article;)  on  this  canal,  instead 
of  one  dolliur  per  box,  they  would  pay  five 
cents.  These  were  a  few  Instances  selected  to 
illustrate  the  advantages  of  this  work ;  and  the 
results,  he  repeated,  were  inevitable,  if  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  report  was  correct; 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  universal  experience, 
and  by  all  writers  on  the  subject  with  which  he 
had  become  acquainted.  And  here,  he  said,  he 
would  appeal  to  eentlemen  opposed  to  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  he 
would  ask  them  whether,  while  they  withheld 
from  the  interior  and  the  West  the  benefits  of 
domestic  manufactures,  which  were  the  only 
markets  for  the  consumption  of  their  heavy 
agricultural  products,  they  would  also  withhold 
every  feu^ility  for  carrying  them  to  an  Eastern 
market,  by  which  the  price  would  be  reduced 
to  the  purchaser,  and  increased  to  the  seller  f 
He  hoped  such  injustice  as  this  would  find  no 
advocate  on  that  floor. 

The  other  portion  established  by  the  com- 
missioners in  their  report,  to  which  he  referred, 
was  tiiifr— that  a  moderate  toll  upon  this  canal 
could  not  fail  to  yield  a  revenue  of  at  least  fif- 
teen per  cent,  on  the  stock  invested.  And  this 
was  supported  and  confirmed  by  another  able 
writer  on  this  subject,  late  a  Senator  in  Oon- 
gress,  who  showed  that  a  much  larger  amount 
would  be  received  from  the  profits  of  the  coal 
trade  alone,  independent  of  the  tolls  on  the 
lumber,  lime,  goods,  and  the  various  produc- 
tions of  the  interior.  And  this  would,  perhaps, 
not  be  considered  extravagant,  when  we  recol- 
lect that  in  Engknd  some  of  the  canals  em- 
ployed exclusively  in  the  transportation  of  coal 
yield  a  revenue  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  the  shares  of  stock  had 
inoreaaed  in  value  from  one  hundred  to  three 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  each.  He  re- 
ferred, he  said,  to  the  Loughborough  canal, 
which  overcome  a  fall  of  more  than  twenty- 
eight  feet  per  mile,  while  an  average  of  less 
than  eleven  feet  would  overcome  the  fall  from 
this  city  to  the  summit  level  of  the  Alleghany 
mountain.  The  whole  fall  from  the  top  of  the 
mountain  to  tide-water  was  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  feet.  He  had  in  his  hand, 
he  said,  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  stocks 
and  the  toUs  collected  on  thirtjr  canals  in  Eng- 
land, taken  firom  a  London  liagazine  of  1812, 
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from  which  it  appeared  that  these  stocks,  upon 
an  average,  had  increased  in  value  six  hundred 
per  cent,  and  yielded  an  average  profit  of  thirty 
per  cent,  per  annum ;  from  which  he  was  in- 
duced to  hdieve  that  the  commissioners  were 
not  extravagant  in  saying  that  the  proposed 
canal  wotdd  yield  fifteen  per  cent.;  and  the 
more  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the 

Sroposed  canal  would  he  little  more  than  three 
undred  miles  in  length.  Yet  it  will  promote 
our  inland  navigation  of  near  three  thousand, 
and  of  course  draw  to  itself  all  the  advantages 
of  the  immense,  populous,  and  productive  coun- 
tries hordering  on  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  the 
Potomac,  the  Chesapeake,  and  their  tributary 
streams.  If^  then,  me  toll  he  so  regulated  as 
to  yield  fifteen  per  cent.,  would  it  not  be  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  as  a  measure  of 
revenue,  independent  of  the  thousand  other  ad- 
vantageB,  to  borrow  the  money,  as  is  proposed 
in  a  very  able  report  made  upon  this  subject 
during  die  last  session?  Any  sum  could  be 
readily  obtained,  at  home  or  abroad,  at  five  per 
cent    The  last  loan  was  obtained  for  less. 

Suppose,  then,  the  Government  were  to  loan 
three  millions,  tne  whole  sum  required,  at  five 
per  cent.,  and  make  it  irredeemable  for  twelve 
years,  the  funds  being  all  on  hand,  the  canfd,  it 
18  believed,  could  be  completed  in  six  years — 
perhaps  less.  Let  the  toll  then  yield  fifteen  per 
cent,  and  in  less  than  twelve  years  from  the 
date  of  the  loan  the  tolls  alone  will  amount  to 
a  sum  sufficient  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  whole  of 
the  debt  and  interest,  without  tsking  one  cent 
from  the  public  Treasury — Cleaving  the  Grovem- 
ment  the  absolute  proprietors  of  three  millions 
of  stock,  yielding  annually  into  the  Treasury 
the  sum  ot  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. Regulate  your  tolls  so  as  to  yield  fifteen 
per  cent — ^the  sum  fixed  by  the  commissioners 
m  their  report — and  this  result  is  inevitable. 
It  is  a  matter  of  mathematical  demonstration, 
and  these  profits  must  of  course  increase  with 
the  increasing  trade,  resources,  and  population 
of  the  West 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  professed  to 
have  no  practical  knowledge.  His  reasoning 
was  predicated  upon  ihe  principles  of  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners-— all  of  whom  were 
men  of  talent — some  of  them  practical  men, 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
the  James  River  Oanal.  He  therefore  consid- 
ered their  opinions  entitled  to  great  respect.  If 
they  were  wrong,  his  reasoning  would  be  in  the 
same  degree  erroneous. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  r^oiced  that  the  dawn  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  by  canals,  began  to  open 
upon  this  nation,  and  to  dispel  the  doubt  and 
darkness  which  had  so  long  enshrouded  us. 
The  New  York  Oanal,  he  hoped,  would  have 
the  effect  here  that  the  Bridgewater  Oanal  had 
in  England;  that  it  would  awaken  the  nation 
to  a  sense  of  its  true  interest.  In  1769,  when 
the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  finished  his  canal  in 
England,  there  was  not  another  in  that  empire ; 
in  1806  there  was  completed  245,  and  legisla- 


tive provision  made  for  57  others ;  22  of  these 
united  the  waters  of  the  East  and  the  West, 
crossing  a  mountain,  which  separated  that 
country  as  the  Alleghany  did  this.  Thirty-two 
miles  were  entirely  subterraneous.  To  destroy 
these  canals  would  be  to  cut  the  veins  whidi 
gave  circulation  to  the  life's  blood  of  that  pow- 
erful nation.  France,  he  said,  had  not  been  in- 
attentive to  this  important  subject;  she  had 
made  many  canals,  at  a  great  expense.  Upon 
one  she  had  expended  more  than  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Other  Governments  had  been 
even  more  provident.  Olaudius,  one  of  the 
Roman  emperors,  it  was  said,  had  employed 
80,000  men  for  twelve  years  upon  a  single  cft- 
nai ;  and  Holland,  scarce  half  as  large  as  some 
of  our  States,  had  expended  upon  canals  £300,- 
000,000,  more  than  double  the  whole  amount 
of  the  expenditures  of  this  Government  ranoe 
the  formation  of  the  constitution.  Sir,  said  }Sr, 
S.,  we  have  expended  $582,000,000.  In  the 
last  twenty  years,  $469,000,000  had  been  ex- 
pended. What  had  become  of  it?  It  was 
gone.  Expended  on  navies,  and  armies,  and 
forts,  and  fortifications,  in  supporting  foreign 
liiinisters,  light-houses,  ships,  buoys,  and  bea- 
cons, to  facilitate  and  protect  foreign  commerce, 
which  had  drained  our  life's  blood,  and  almost 
bankrupted  the  nation.  Yes,  sir,  I  say  armia 
fqr  the  defence  of  foreign  commerce.  Was  not 
the  late  war  declared  emphatically  in  defence 
of  ^  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  ?"  And  this 
would  be  the  source  of  every  war  with  which 
this  country  might  hereafter  be  afflicted. 

And  what,  sir,  has  been  done  for  internal 
commerce,  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior,  and  of 
the  West  ?  They  had  contributed  their  full  por- 
tion of  the  public  revenue.  Sir,  said  he,  since 
the  commencement  of  this  Government,  to  this 
day,  von  have  expended  scarcely  two  millions 
of  dollars  to  facilitate  internal  trade,  by  internal 
improvements;  and  even  this  paltry  sum  the 
State  of  Ohio  was  bound  to  refund.  Bat  tl^ 
West  had  not  only  contributed  her  share  of  the 
public  revenue,  but  she  nobly  and  gloriously 
shed  the  full  portion  of  the  blood  ^Ut  in  the 
defence  of  *^  free  trade  and  sailors'  riffhts."  She 
has  done  it  cheerfully,  and  would  do  it  again 
when  occasion  required  it.  But  the  people  of 
the  West  did  entertain  a  hope  that  their  inter- 
ests wotdd  not  be  wholly  neglected ;  that  some 
small  portion  of  the  national  revenues  would  be 
devoted  to  the  benefit  of  '^  internal  conuneroe 
among  the  States,"  and  not  exclusively  lavi^ed 
upon  objects  connected  with  foreign  commerce. 
This  was,  he  siud,  a  reasonable  expectation,  and 
he  hoped  it  wotdd  be  gratified  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  of  the  amendment  he 
had  offered ;  however,  if  it  was  refused,  there 
was  one  consolation  sdll  left:  the  time  was  not 
far  distant  when  the  West  would  be  able  to 
command  upon  this  floor  that  just  attention  to 
her  interest  which  might  now  be  withheld. 
And,  sir,  when  she  comes  here  in  her  pride  and 
in  her  power;  when  her  weight  will  be  felt, 
and  her  voice  will  be  heard,  in  the  decision  of 
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the  gravest  qnestion  which  conld  be  agitated  in 
this  conntrj,  he  hoped  that,  while  she  forgot 
her  enemies,  she  would  not  be  unmindful  of  her 
friends.  The  West,  he  trusted,  would  always 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  decisions  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  this  n«ition.  From  that 
quarter,  the  sound  of  "rebellion,"  which  had 
lately  assailed  our  ears,  would,  he  hoped,  never 
come. 

While  we  see  other  Gtovemments,  tnanar- 
chiesj  so  attentive  to  the  interests  of  the  people, 
ftfforuing  every  possible  facility  to  intemal  trade 
and  intercourse  where  the  advantages  and  in- 
ducements are  not  half  so  great  as  thjej  are 
here,  for  few  countries  possess  such  an  extent 
of  territory,  such  a  variety  of  climate,  and  of 
soil,  separated  and  intersected  by  such  immense 
mountaiDS,  riyers,  and  lakes,  all  affording  the 
greatest  facilities  and  strongest  inducements  to 
internal  improvements;  while,  said  he,  mon- 
arcbs  are  thus  employing  the  public  purse  for 
the  people^s  benefit^  shall  we,  the  people's  Rep- 
resentatives, lavish  their  money  on  objects  of 
military  grandeur,  (for,  said  ^.  S.,  we  have 
this  day  voted  away  near  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  military  appropriation  bills,)  neglecting 
their  more  immediate  and  important  interests? 
Sir,  if  we  are  thus  interrogated  by  the  people, 
are  we  prepared  to  give  them  a  satisfactory 
answer? 

The  money  expended  on  armies  is  gone,  and 
no  more  heard  of  it,  while  the  benefits  of  that 
expended  in  canals  would  be  enjpyed  for  centu- 
ries to  come;  and,  as  stock,  would  annually 
yield  a  revenue  to  the  Government.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  was  aware  that  constitutional  objections 
were  fashionable  on  subjects  of  this  sort  But, 
sir,  said  he,  this  amendment  involves  the  exer- 
oise  of  no  doubtful  constitutional  power;  it 
proposed  the  employment  of  topographical  en- 
gineers on  an  object  connected  with  military 
purposes ;  we  were  in  the  daily  practice  of  pro- 
viding for  the  surveys  of  coasts  and  harbors, 
and  bays  and  rivers,  for  commercial  purposes 
only,  unconnected  with  military  objects.  Look, 
sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  the  report  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  year,  and  you  will  find  half  a  dozen 
items  of  this  sort:  surveying  the  Mississippi, 
clearing  out  th^  river  Thames,  surveying  the 
coast  of  Carolina,  &c.  This  proposition,  £ere- 
fore,  avoided  these  knotty  and  difficult  ques- 
tions. But,  sir,  if  it  involved  the  exercise  of 
our  constitutional  powers  on  this  subject  to 
their  utmost  extent,  is  not  the  question  settled? 
Sir,  it  is.  Gentlemen  wotdd  recollect,  he  said, 
that  at  the  last  session,  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill 
fur  the  erection  of  gates  on  the  Cumberland 
road,  on  the  ground  that  we  had  no  power  to 
erect  gates,  and  impose  fines  and  penalties  for 
their  evasion ;  yet,  sir,  from  the  vote  upon  that 
question,  it  appears  that  but  thirty-seven  doubt- 
ed the  power  of  the  Government  even  to  go 
thus  far,  while  seventy-six  voted  in  its  fevor. 
And  in  the  Senate,  where  were  to  be  found 
some  of  the  most  profound,  experienced,  and 


enlightened  constitutional  lawyers  in  this  or  in 
any  other  country,  there  were  but  seven  votes 
against  the  passa^^  of  this  bill,  which  exerted 
the  constitutional  power  of  this  Government 
over  the  subject  of  intemal  improvements  to  its 
utmost  limit  If  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to 
one  in  this  House,  and  more  tiban  four  to  one 
in  the  Senate,  did  not  settle  the  question,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  would. 

The  constitution,  he  said,  expressly  gave  to 
Congress  the  power  to  "regulate  commerce 
among  the  States,"  as  well  as  "  with  foreign 
nations."  In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  (for  it 
could  not  be  iustified  by  any  other,)  we  appro- 
priate annually  about  $200,000  to  erect  and 
support  light-houses,  buoys,  beacons,  &c.,  by 
which  intemal  commerce  was  facilitated  for 
hundreds  of  miles  into  the  interior,  up  your 
bays  and  rivers,  even  to  this  city.  And  if  you 
have  the  power  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
bays  and  rivers,  by  erecting  lights,  and  piers, 
and  removing  obstmctions  to  the  navigation  of 
vessels  and  crafts  of  forty  to  fifty  tons,  why  not 
go  further,  and  remove  obstmctions,  and  facili- 
tate the  navigation,  by  opening  canals  for  boats 
carrying  thirty  or  forty  tons,  a  few  hundred 
miles  further  into  the  interior?  If  you  can 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and 
bay,  from  the  Atmtic  to  this  city,  why  not  go 
on  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg?  Sir,  said  Mr.  8., 
the  power  and  the  principle  is  the  same.  He 
defied  the  ingenuity  of  any  gentleman  to  draw 
a  distinction;  even  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  SMYT^^  himself  could  not  show  any 
constitutional  difference.  The  constitution 
merely  gave  the  power  "to  regulate  com- 
merce ;"  it  did  not  prescribe  the  manner.  This 
was  left  to  Congress,  who  had  expressly  the 
power  to  pass  all  laws  "  necessary  and  proper 
to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States."  If 
they  consider  it  '^  necessary  and  proper"  to  cut 
a  canal  for  this  purpose,  they  have  expressly, 
by  the  constitution,  the  power  to  do  it  This 
was  too  clear  to  admit  a  doubt,  it  could  not  be 
obscured  by  all  the  political  metaphysics  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

But  the  constitution  has  also  given  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  provide  for  &e  defence  of 
the  country ;  this  no  one  denied ;  and  he 
thought  be  had  already  clearly  shown  that  this 
measure  was  intimately  connected  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  seat  of  the  National  Government, 
which,  from  the  experience  of  the  late  war,  it 
appeared,  stood  in  need  of  defence.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  he  said,  he  was  supported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  himself,  who  had 
pointed  out  this  object  in  his  splendid  report  on 
"  Military  Roads  and  Canals,''  already  referred 
to. 

The  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  had 
been  justified  a  few  days  ago  by  a  gentleman 
who  denied  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  subject  of  intemal  improvements, 
on  the  ground  that  it  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
public  lands,  with  respect  to  which  the  consti- 
tution gave  Congress  the  power  to  make  ^*  all 
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needM  rules  and  regulations.'^  Now,  as  the 
C06t  of  intercourse  upon  the  canal  would  be 
only  one-twentieth  part  of  the  cost  on  the  road, 
would  not  tile  canal,  in  the  same  proportion, 
enhance  the  price  and  facilitate  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  ?  And  but  a  small  portion  of  these 
lands,  he  said,  had  yet  been  disposed  of.  The 
amount  sold  had  brought  about  sixty  millions 
of  dollars;  the  amount  yet  to  be  disposed  of 
would  bring  (if  sold  at  the  minimum  price, 
|1  25)  more  than  $500,000,000.  Then,  sir, 
said  Mi;.'  S.,  whether  this  canal  is  regarded  as 
"necessary  and  proper'^  for  the  regulation  "  of 
commerce  among  the  States,^'  or  as  *^  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  defence  of  this  city  and  the 
District,  it  is,  in  either  case,  equally  in  the  pow- 
er of  Congress,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
constitution,  to  make  it  But,  sir,  we  are  told 
this  will  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  through  which  it  may  pass— it  will 
trench  upon  their  poii^ers.  Sir,  the  States 
ooncemea  will  thank  Congress  for  thus  violat- 
ing their  rights.  It  is  a  concurrent  power 
which  violates  no  right;  a  power  which  is  only 
felt  by  the  States  in  the  benefits  and  blesdngs 
it  confers.  Sir,  it  is  bonferring  powers  upon 
the  States  by  the  General  Government;  it  is 
nving  money  (which  is  power)  to  the  States,  to 
be  expended  within  their  territorieS|  and  for 
jtheir  benefit,  adding  to  their  wealth,  power,  and 
resources,  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Tet  we  are  told  it  is  a  violation  of 
State  rights.  Sir,  these  gentlemen  are  not  the 
friends,  they  are  the  enemies  of  State  rights. 
While  we  are  passing  whole  codes  of  penal  laws, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  claimed  as  inddental  to 
the  fearful  right  of  raising  armies  and  navies, 
and  imposing  taxes  and  burdens  upon  the  peo- 
ple, (here  the  States  might  startle,  and  states- 
men might  stop  and  pause  in  their  career ;)  bnt 
not  a  word  is  heard  from  those  champions  of 
State  rights.  You  may  pass  laws  taking  away 
the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen,  as 
incidental  to  the  express  right  to  "lay  taxes," 
without  exciting  any  uneasiness  or  alarm.  But^ 
when  you  attempt  to  give  up  a  part  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  General  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  States  and  the  people ;  when  you  propose 
thus  to  confer  benefits  and  blessings  upon  them, 
you  are  met  at  once  by  this  learftd  alarm 
about  "swallowing  up  tlie  States,"  violating' 
their  rights,  &c.  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  assure 
gentlemen  that  the  States  concerned  did  not 
thank  them  for  their  fHendly  interference  in 
opposing  these  measures. 

From  the  report  referred  to,  Mr.  S.  said,  it 
appeared  that  a  meeting  of  twelve  commission- 
ers, appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  by  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  was  held  at  Annapolis  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1784,  consisting  of  General 
Gates,  Judge  Chase,  and  others  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished patriots  of  that  day.  At  this  meet- 
ing General  Washington  presided ;  and,  after 
consultation,  it  was  resolved,  ^  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  conference  that  the  removing 


the  obstructions  in  the  river  Potomac,  and 
making  the  same  navigable  from  tide-water  as 
far  up  the  North  Branch  as  may  be  convenient 
and  practicable,  will  increase  the  commerce  of 
Yir^nia  and  Maryland,  and  greatly  promote 
the  mterests  of  the  United  States,  by  forming 
free  and  easy  communication  and  connection 
with  the  people  settled  on  the  Western  watercL 
already  very  considerable  in  their  numbers,  and 
rapidly  increasing,  from  the  mildness  of  the 
dunate  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil" 

In  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  this  work, 
they  go  on  to  say,  that  it  would  afford  "  sub- 
stantm  proof  to  our  brethren  of  the  Western 
territory  of  our  disposition  to  connect  ourselves 
with  them  by  the  strongest  bonds  of  friendship 
and  mutual  interest."  It  would,  they  say  in 
another  part  of  their  report,  "  contribute  much 
to  their  convenience  and  accommodation ;  and 
the  benefits  resulting  therefrom  to  these  States 
would  pompensate  l£e  expense  of  a  road"  from 
Cumberland  to  the  Monongahela  Biver,  which 
tiiey  also  proposed  to  have  opened.  These 
were  the  views  of  the  patriots  of  the  Bevola- 
tion,  of  the  sages  of  76,  near  forty  years  ago, 
on  this  subject.  They  were  the  views  of  Wash- 
ington, who  fixed  the  seat  of  Government  with 
a  view  to  this  very  object  He  clearly  foresaw 
its  advantages,  and,  had  he  lived,  we  should 
have  long  since  ei\joyed  their  glorious  consum- 
mation. Washington  afterwards,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  Slst  of  October,  1788,  expressed  him- 
self on  the  subject  as  follows : 

"  The  extensive  izilaiid  navigations  with  which  this 
coontiy  abofimdfl,  and  the  eaay  commmiication  which 
many  of  them  aiford,  with  tifcie  amaring  territory  to 
the  westward  of  us,  w31  oertainly  be  proaactive  of  in- 
finite  advantages  to  the  Atlantic  States,  if  the  Legis- 
latnies  of  those  throngh  which  they  pass  have  liber- 
ality and  pablic  spirit  enough  to  improve  them.  For 
my  own  part,  I  wish  sincerely  that  every  door  to  that 
country  may  be  set  wide  open,  that  the  commercial 
intoroonrse  with  it  may  be  rendered  as  free  and  easy 
as  possible.  This,  in  my  jndgment,  is  the  best,  if  not 
the  only  cement  that  can  bind  those  people  to  us  for 
any  leng^  of  time — and  we  shall,  I  think,  be  defi- 
cient in  foresight  and  wisdom,  if  we  n^lect  the 
means  of  effecting  it.  Onr  interest  is  so  much  in 
unison  with  Uie  poUqy  of  this  measure,  that  nothiiffi 
short  of  that  fil-timed  and  misapplied  parsimony  and 
contracted  ways  of  thinking,  which  intermingles  so 
much  in  all  onr  public  councils,  can  counteract  it." 

If,  sir,  it  was  properly  called  "ill-timed  par- 
simony and  contracted  policy,"  thirty-five  years 
ago,  even  before  the  establii^ment  of  the  pres- 
ent constitution,  what  would  be  said  of  it  now? 
At  that  time  there  were  but  few  settlers  in  the 
West;  they  had  few  wants,  and  they  were 
easily  supplied,  where  we  find  now  some  of  the 
most  powerful  and  populous  State&  er^joyingall 
the  refinements  and  indulging  in  all  the  luxuries 
of  the  most  polished  society.  Where  tiiere 
were  Indian  huts  you  now  find  splendid  citieB. 
The  country  then  inhabited  by  savages  and 
beasts  of  prey  is  now  covered  with  towns  and 
villages,  and  cultivated  fields.    If  this  measure 
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was  necessary  then,  how  much  moreimperions- 
I7  is  it  demanded  now  ? 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  trespass  longer  on 
the  time  of  the  Honse.  He  felt  much  indebted 
for  their  indulgent  attention,  and  he  would 
conclude  with  expressing  the  hope  that  this 
measure  would  not  be  rcjjeoted,  especially  when 
gentlemen  took  into  view  the  immense  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  it  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  by  uniting  the  East  and  the  West, 
equal,  already,  to  two  great  empires — its  advan- 
tages to  internal  commerce,  opening  an  inland 
navigation  from  the  seat  of  Grovernment  to  the 
city  of  New  Orleans — ^its  advantages  to  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  industry  of  the 
interior,  now  laboring  under  insurmountable 
difficulties.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  consider 
its  advantages  to  this  city,  in  which  all  had  an 
interest,  as  the  seat  of  the  National  Govern ment 
— ^its  growth,  its  prosperity,  its  defence,  were 
important,  and  would  be  promoted.  It  would 
enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands  and  the 
public  lots.  It  would  make  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment follow  the  march  of  power  to  the 
West  It  would  place  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
first  markets  in  the  world.  And  to  accomplish 
all  these,  and  many  other  equally  important  ob- 
jects connected  with  this  subject,  it  was  pro- 
posed, not  that  the  Government  ^ould  give  a 
gratuity  to  the  States  concerned,  but  that  it 
should  subscribe  a  sum,  as  stock,  corresponding 
with  the  interest  we  had  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  in  view,  and  from  which  we  will 
hereafter  derive  our  full  share  of  the  profits,  in 
common  with  the  States  and  individuals  con- 
cerned. We  thus  avoid  all  constitutional  diffi- 
culties, and  they  were,  certainly,  the  only  objec- 
tions that  oould  be  urged  against  this  measure 
— ^a  measure  due  to  the  city---due  to  the  interior 
— ^it  was  due  to  the  West — ^to  ourselves,  and  to 
ihe  nation,  and  therefore  he  hoped,  nay,  he  felt 
certain,  of  its  final  adoption. 


WjEDNESDAT,  February  26. 
Suppresnon  of  FubUc  DoeumeTUs, 

Mb.  Gahfbbll  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  further  inquiries  re- 
specting the  suppression  of  a  certain  para^aph 
contained  in  a  letter  communicated  to  this  House 
at  the  last  session ;  and  the  said  letter  from  liie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Tbeasuby  Depabtxent,  Fe6.  24,  1823. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  sixth  of  the  same  month,  and  requesting  the 
communication  of  any  infoimation,  not  already  com- 
municated,  as  may  be  In  possession  of  the  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  went  into  operation,  an  effort  was 
made  to  simplify  the  operations  of  the  Treasmy, 
through  the  instromentahty  of  that  institution.    To 


give  to  this  effort  the  greatest  efficiency,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bank  should  have  the  selection,  not  only  of 
the  State  banks  in  which  the  public  money  shonld  be 
deposited,  in  places  where  it  had  established  no  office, 
but  of  those  whose  notes  should  be  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue ;  and  that  all  money  so  deposit- 
ed, should  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  trust  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  ftirther  agreed  that  the  Treasurer 
might  draw  upon  the  bank,  at  any  place  where  the 
public  money  was  deposited,  whether  there  were  any 
public  money  at  such  place  or  not ;  with  the  under- 
standing, however,  that  reasonable  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  bank,  when  it  was  intended  to  draw  for 
any  considerable  amount  beyond  the  sum  on  deposit 
at  such  plaoei 

This  project  was  generally  carried  into  effect,  in 
the  course  of  1817,  after  the  State  banks  had  resum* 
ed  specie  payments.  The  notes  of  all  such  banks, 
in  the  Western  States,  were  received  by  the  land  offi- 
cers, and  deposited,  as  specie,  in  the  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  State  banks, 
employed  as  offices  of  deposit. 

This  plan  of  simplifying  the  operations  of  the  Treas- 
my, was,  in  the  course  S  1818,  interrupted,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  the  complaints  of  the  State  banks,  em- 
ployed as  offices  of  deposit,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  acted  oppressively  and  capriciously  to- 
wards them,  by  subjecting  them  to  all  the  inconveni- 
ences incident  to  the  relation  they  held,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  most  of  the  advantages  which  they  had 
a  right  to  expect  from  that  relation;  and,  on  the 
other,  by  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ed- 
leging  tnat  the  State  banks  were  desirous  of  appropri- 
ating to  themselves  all  the  advantages  of  their  situa- 
tion, without  bearing  any  part  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  it  by  its  charter,  or  by  the  arrangement 
made  with  the  Treasury,  one  of  the  most  onerous  of 
which  was  the  implied  obligation  it  had  incurred  of 
guarant^ng  not  only  the  solvency  of  those  banks, 
whilst  they  were  employed  as  offices,  but  also  of  the 
other  State  banks,  whose  notes  were  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue.  This  state  of  collision  and  ir- 
ritation continued  increasing  until  the  autumn  of 
1818,  when  the  bank  notified  the  Department  that  it 
could  no  longer  execute  its  arrangement,  without  sac- 
rificing the  essential  interest  of  the  institutioa  At 
the  same  time,  it  declared  its  determination  to  receive 
from  the  land  officers  nothing  but  its  own  notes,  and 
the  cuirent  coin  of  the  Union,  ^except  as  special  de- 
posit. Shortly  after  this  detennination,  many  of  the 
Western  banks  stopped  payment. 

The  experience  of  the  bank  had,  about  this  period, 
let  to  the  conviction,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  keep 
its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  Western  States,  and  or- 
ders were,  consequently,  issued  in  the  course  of  the 
autumn,  or  in  the  early  part  of  1819,  forbidding  its 
Western  offices  to  issue  theur  notes^  even  on  a  deposit 
of  specie.  The  determination  which  it  had  formed 
in  relation  to  payments  on  account  of  the  public  lands, 
was,  therefore,  practically  a  determination  to  receive 
nothing  but  current  gold  and  silver  coin,  which  was 
nearly  as  difficult  to  be  obtained,  in  the  Western 
States,  as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
At  this  time  there  was  due  the  United  States  nearly 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  a  great  part  of  which  debt  had  been  con- 
tracted during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
in  the  years  1817  and  1818,  when  the  notes  of  nearly 
all  the  Western  banks  were  receivable  in  payment* 
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It  was  manifest,  upon  the  slightest  reflection,  that 
this  determination  of  the  bank  would  greatly  reduce 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  £at  important 
hranch  of  the  public  revenue,  but  that  consideration 
would  not,  alone,  have  been  sufficient  to  have  induc- 
ed the  Executive  department  to  have  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibilitj  of  the  measure,  which  was,  with  great  de- 
liberation, adopted  upon  the  occasion. 

To  have  permitted  the  ^stress  and  ruin  in  which 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  would  have  been 
involved,  by  the  refusal  to  receive  from  them  any 
thing  in  payment  but  the  current  coin  of  the  Union, 
and  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
such  circumstances,  without  an  effort  by  the  Execu- 
tive Department  to  avert  them,  would  have  excited 
feelings  in  a  large  and  meritorious  body  of  citizens, 
which  no  prudent  Government,  even  if  despotic,  could 
have  seen  with  indifference.  It  is  confidently  believ- 
ed, that,  if  no  such  effort  had  been  made,  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Government  would  have  been 
charged  with  the  most  shameful  imbecility,  and  that 
the  Treasury  Department  would  have  been  loaded 
with  the  public  execration.  If  an  effort  wa^  to  be 
made  to  affi>rd  relief,  the  alternative  presented  was  to 
continue  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  few  banks  in  the 
West,  which  still  continued  to  pay  specie,  and  enter 
them  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  offices  of 
the  bank,  as  special  deposit ;  or  to  deposit  them  in 
State  banks,  upon  conditions  which  would  make  it 
their  interest  to  return  them  into  circulation  as  soon 
as  practicable,  on  account  of  the  Government.  In 
the  first  case,  they  would  have  accxmiulated  in  those 
offices,  without  the  possibility  of  being  put  again  into 
circulation  on  account  of  the  Government,  as  those 
offices  would  have  had  no  inducement  to  make  exer- 
tions to  convert  them  into  specie,  or  transfer  the 
amount,  by  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange  upon 
New  Orleans,  or  upon  the  Atlantic  cities.  To  effect 
either  of  these  operations,  it  was  manifest  that  the 
employment  of  the  State  banks  was  indispensable. 
The  arrangements  proposed  were  maturely  considered 
and  adopted,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
who  was  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  crisis 
which  had  arrived. 

The  inducements  which  were  offered  to  those  banks, 
to  resume  and  continue  q>ecie  payments,  and  to 
transfer  the  excess  of  the  public  revenue  collected  in 
the  Western  States,  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  places 
where  it  could  be  expended,  were  believed  to  be  both 
justifiable  and  sufficient  to  insure  success,  and  the 
result  has  proven  that  nothing  was  necessary  to  the 
most  complete  success,  but  the  want  of  integrity  in 
those  who  had  the  direction  of  some  of  thoee  institu- 
tions.* Against  this  contingency,  the  department 
availed  itself  of  all  the  means  within  its  reach,  and 
confided  in  the  representations  of  gentlemen  who  oc- 
cupied high  and  responsible  stations  in  the  public 
councils,  whose  judgment  and  integrity  were  consid- 
ered unquestionable,  and  whose  means  of  information 
excluded  almost  the  possibility  of  mistake.  Notwith- 
standing the  want  of  integrity  which  has  been  mani- 
fested by  the  directors  of  several  of  those  hanks  which 
have  failed,  it  is  still  confidently  believed,  that,  after 
making  a  liberal  allowance  for  any  loss  which  possibly 
may  occur,  by  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 


*  This  is  proven  by  the  fiict  that  the  banks  of  Illinois,  of 
Kadlson,  and  of  Columbos,  have  fulfilled  their  engagements 
with  fidelity,  and  still  continue  to  lUlfil  them ;  and  that  the 
Bank  of  Ghillicothe  fkithAilly  Ailfllled  its  engagements,  as 
long  as  they  existed. 


Cincinnati,  the  Banks  of  Yincennes,  Edwardsville, 
and  Missouri,  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  fima 
those  arrangements  will  greatly  preponderate  over 
such  loss. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  whether  any  loss  will  event- 
ually be  sustained  by  the  Government  from  either  of 
those  banks.  No  apprehension  is  entertained  of  loss 
from  any  other.  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Cincinnati  is,  therefore,  the  only  one  in  which 
public  money  has  been  deposited,  where  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  had  established  an  office,  from 
which  there  is  any  danger  of  loss. 

That  bank,  in  a  very  short  time  afVer  it  resumed 
specie  payments,  in  conformity  with  its  agreement 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  stopped  payment,  and 
has  never  made  any  return,  or  answered  any  of  the 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  it  for  informa- 
tion. The  impression,  in  relation  to  it,  has,  therefore, 
been  very  unfavorable.  A  suit  has  been  brought 
against  it,  in  the  Federal  court,  for  the  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  in  its  possession,  which  has  not  yet  been 
decided. 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Fanners  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  the  Bank  of  ChilU- 
cothe,  and  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at 
Louisvilley  where  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  established,  by  which  the  public 
money  collected  at  the  land  offices,  in  the  vicinity  of 
those  banks,  was  deposited  in  them,  were  not  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  the  next  session  after  their 
date,  fix>m  mere  inadvertence  to  the  proviaon  of  the 
charter  to  which  the  resolution  refers.  They  were, 
however,  matters  of  general  notoriety,  not  only  in  the 
Western  States,  but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
Omissions  of  this  nature  have  frequently  occurred  in 
the  departments,  and,  it  is  presumed,  wUl  occur  heie- 
after,  with  officers  the  most  attentive.  The  notoriety, 
however,  which  attended  these  arrangements  with  the 
banks,  it  is  presumed,  will  satisfy  the  committee, 
that  there  was  neither  a  wish  or  intention  to  withhold 
from  Congress  the  fact  of  such  deposits,  and  the 
reason  upon  which  the  measure  was  founded. 

The  papers  which  are  herewith  transmitted  support 
the  views  presented  in  this  letter.    I  remain,  &c 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

The  Hon.  John  W.  Campbelu 


Thuesdat,  February  27. 
Suppreuian  of  Publia  DoeumenU. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  who  committed  tibe 
act  of  suppressing  certain  passages  of  documents 
transmitted  to  the  House,  made  a  report  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  recommending  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  inquiry  committed  to  it ;  which  report  and 
resolution  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee,  instituted  under  the  resolution  of 
the.  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant^  ask 
leave  to  report,  in  part: 

Thus  far,  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been 
chiefly  directed  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  first  member  of  the  resolution. 
As  the  investigation  was  undertaken  without  any  san- 
guine expectations  of  being  able  to  designate  the  per- 
son who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph  in 
the  letter  A  6,  they  feel  but  little  disappointed  in  not 
having  made  the  disoovezy. 
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The  committee  requested  the  appearance  of  eveiy 
person  who,  it  was  supposed,  could  make  any  disclo- 
sure, tending  in  the  least  degree  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  for  whidi  they  were  appomted. 
The  attendance  of  the  witnesses  was  prompt,  and  all 
the  depositions  were  made  under  the  solemnities  of  an 
oath.  That  the  testimony  might  be  as  explicit  and 
intelligible  as  possible,  interrogatories,  deemed  the 
most  pertinent,  were  propounded  to  the  witnesses,  and 
the  responses  reduced  to  wiiting,  in  the  language  in 
which  they  were  given. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  as  the  sub- 
stance of  the  testimony  which  has  been  collected,  in 
addition  to  that  already  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook,  the  member  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes,  that  the  documents  of  which  letter  A  5  is  one, 
were  in  his  possession  two  or  three  days ;  that  he  be~ 
Ueves  no  person,  during  that  period,  had  access « to 
them  in  his  absence ;  that  Mr.  fldwards,  a  Senator 
fiom  the  State  of  Illinois,  inspected  them  in  his  pres- 
ence ;  but  whether  the  inspection  extended  to  letter 
A  5  he  is  unable  to  say ;  that  he  is  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Van  Swearingen,  late  a  Represent- 
tive  from  Virginia,  was  present ;  but  thinks  he  did 
not  examine  the  documents.  Mr.  Cook  states  it  to 
be  his  impression  that  he  read  letter  A  5,  before  the 
documents  were  printed ;  that  he  has  no  recollection 
of  seeing  the  brackets,  cross,  and  underscoring,  at 
that  time,  nor  does  he  yet  know  by  whom,  when,  or 
where,  they  were  made ;  that  he  did  not  know,  until 
the  pendency  of  the  former  investigation,  that  the 
practice,  in  the  office  of  the  Intelligencer,  was  to  omit 
printing  those  paragraphs  which  are  included  in 
brackets,  and  crossed ;  that  the  documents  were  in 
his  drawer,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  about  a 
day  before  he  moved  to  have  them  printed ;  and  that 
he  very  rarely  kept  the  drawer  locked.     See  A  E. 

Mr.  Edwai^ds,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
deposes  that,  some  time  last  winter,  the  manuscript 
documents,  of  which  A  5  is  one,  were,  at  his  request, 
brought  to  his  room  by  Mr.  Cook ;  that  he  inspected 
those  minutely  which  had  a  relation  to  the  bank  at 
Edwardsville ;  that,  having  no  motive  to  examine  the 
correspondence  between  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  he  did  not  see  letter  A  5, 
nor  did  he  ever  see  it  until  it  was  shown  to  him  by 
the  committee ;  that  he  knows  not  by  whom,  or  when, 
the  marks  it  now  bears  were  made ;  that,  some  time 
last  winter,  Mr.  Cook  intimated  to  him  that  there 
were  such  expressions  in  the  documents  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  suppressed  paragraph.     See  B. 

Mr.  Dickins,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
deposes,  that  he  had  no  intercourse  with  the  printers, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing,  or  in  anywise  altering  the 
documents,  during  their  publication.     See  C. 

It  having  been  intimated  that  the  nnderscorinff  was 
made  with  ink  different  from  that  used  in  the  clerk's 
office,  the  committee  requested  the  attendance  of  Mr. 
S.  Burch,  chief  clerk  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  states  that  age  increases  the  darkness  of  the  ink 
used  in  the  office,  whilst  that  which  is  furnished  Con- 
gress, having  been  in  use  some  time,  fades,  and  as- 
sumes a  rusty  appearance,  such  as  is  exhibited  in  the 
underscoring  of  the  suppressed  paragraph.  He  states, 
that  the  underscoring  is,  in  his  opinion,  made  with  ink 
of  a  character  unlike  that  with  which  the  body  of  the 
letter  is  writtea     See  D. 

William  R.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  of  the  10th  instant,  statett,  that  he  had  examined 
the  letter-book  which  contains  A  5,  and  also  conversed 


with  the  clerk  of  tibe  bank  on  the  subject,  and  that 
both  are  of  opinion  that  no  part  of  the  letter  was 
underscored  or  marked,  when  it  left  the  bank. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report  without 
an  expression  of  their  conviction,  founded  as  well  on 
the  character  of  the  transaction  to  which  the  sup- 
pressed paragraph  refers,  as  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  been  communicated  to  the  House,  that 
there  does  not  exist  the  semblance  of  a  reason  for 
charging  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  any 
agency  m  its  suppression,  or  for  connecting  Mm  in 
any  way  with  the  mutilation  of  this  document.  The 
transfer  from  the  Bank  of  Chillicothe  to  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  and  thence  to  the  Bank  of  Steubenville, 
of  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
held  by  the  former  institution  as  a  special  deposit, 
was  an  ordinary  banking  operation,  weakening  in  no 
degree  the  security  of  the  Crovemment,  and  which 
has  eventuated  in  no  loss  to  the  Treasury.  There 
could  have  existed,  with  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury, therefore,  no  motive  for  this  suppression.  He 
had  no  end  to  attain,  no  purpose  to  subserve,  by  the 
practice  upon  the  House  of  a  fraud,  alike  insulting  to 
Its  dignity  and  discreditable  to  the  agent  who  should 
hazard  its  perpetration.  The  drcumstonce  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  responding  to  the  call 
of  the  House,  conomunicated  the  original  letter,  of 
which  the  suppressed  para^ph  is  a  part,  is  decisive, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  to  negative  the 
idea,  if  ever  indulged,  that  there  could  have  been 
entertained  by  that  high  officer  any  intention  to  keep 
out  of  view  any  part  of  its  contents,  particularly  as  it 
is  usual,  in  answer  to  calls  firom  the  House,  to  com- 
municate the  copies  of  documents,  rather  than  the 
original,  which  has  been  transmitted  in  this  case. 

The  committee,  aiter  a  careful  examination  of  the 
pencil  brackets  and  marks  upon  (A  5)  and  a  close 
comparison  of  them  with  the  marks  upon  other  letters 
communicated  to  the  House,  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
Dickins  to  have  been  made  by  him,  are  unable  to 
form  any  opinion  of  the  probable  authorship  of  this 
suppression.  There  is  nothing  in  the  marks  them- 
selves to  indicate  it,  nor  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
marks  upon  the  one  letter  with  those  upon  any  other, 
to  show  that  they  are  ihe  work  of  the  same  hand. 
In  reference  to  the  underscoring  of  part  of  the  sup- 
pressed paragraph  of  (A  6)  the  comnuttee  have  taken 
some  testimony  whion  they  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
the  House,  with  the  remark  that  neither  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Burch,  nor  any  other  testimony  they 
have  obtained,  will,  in  their  apprehension,  justify  the 
opinion  that  any  member  of  Congress  made  the  un- 
derscoring or  the  brackets,  which  induced  the  prin- 
ters not  to  publish  the  paragraph.  The  letter  of 
Mr.  William  R.  Dickinson  to  Mi,  Dickins,  although, 
not  strictly  before  the  conmiittee,  as  evidence,  they 
have  thought  it  not  improper  to  bring  to  the  view  of 
the  House. 

An  expectation  that  any  further  efforts  to  deteot 
the  person  who  caused  the  suppression  of  the  para- 
graph in  letter  (A  5)  must  prove  as  unavailing  as  those 
already  made,  induces  the  committee  to  tLsk  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so  muoh 
of  the  resolution  as  relates  to  that  subject. 

Fbibat,  February  28, 
Suppremon  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
Mr.  Mbbosb  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution : 


4M 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  ov  R.] 


Suppremion  qftke  Bkwe  7Vad$. 


[Fbbruabt,  1823. 


Jietolvedf  That  the  PFeadent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute  from 
time  to  time,  sach  n^otiationa  with  the  seTeral  mar- 
itime powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation,  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world. 

Mr.  M.  prefaced  his  motion  to  take  up  this 
resolatioD,  submitted  by  him  to  the  House  on  a 
former  day,  by  stating  that,  notwithstanding 
the  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  he  laid  claim 
to  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  a  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  had  been  just  read, 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  forborne  to  urge  its 
consideration  until  that  portion  of  the  public 
business  had  been  disposed  of,  which,  requiring 
the  co-operation  of  llie  two  Houses,  could  not, 
by  their  new  rule,  be  transacted  after  the  last 
evening.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would  re- 
gard this  appeal  to  their  favor,  as  deriving  some 
support  from  the  recollection  that  he  had  ab- 
stained fh)m  any  participation  in  debate  upon 
many  interesting  topics  which  occupied  their 
attention  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 
Were  it  allowable,  on  a  motion  to  take  up  a  reso- 
lution, to  enter  upon  its  merits,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  a  more  important  question, 
whether  regard  be  had  to  the  policy,  the  justice, 
or  the  humanity  of  the  nation,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  deliberation  of  tne  House,  than 
that  which  was  involved  in  the  resolution  that 
he  now  asked  the  House  to  consider,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  according  to  their  wisdom. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  it,  Mr. 
M.  proceeded  to  say,  in  substance,  as  follows : 
After  experiencing  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
I  shall  avoid  trespassing  on  their  patience,  by 
confining  my  argument,  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution, to  the  narrowest  compass.  The  com- 
merce which  this  resolution  seeks  to  suppress, 
by  a  combination  of  the  moral  and  physical 
power  of  the  civilized  world,  has  been  declared, 
many  years  ago,  by  a  convention  of  th§  princi- 
pal powers  of  £urope,  to  be  the  disgrace  of  that 
continent,  and  the  scourge  and  calamity  of 
Africa. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  pro- 
hibited it  as  soon  as  it  had  acquired  constitu- 
tional power  to  do  so ;  and,  by  a  succession  of 
laws,  increasing  in  severity,  three  years  ago  de- 
nounced it  as  piracy.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
accompanied  the  bill  to  this  effect,  in  the  first 
session  of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  borrowing 
the  language  of  the  memorable  Congress  of 
Vienna,  pronounced  this  trade  to  be  the 
scourge  of  Africa,  the  disgrace  and  af&iction  of 
both  Europe  and  America.  Yet  the  papers 
lying  before  me  disclose  the  melancholy  fact, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  active  and  zealous 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  America  to  sup- 
press this  iniquitous  traffic,  seconded,  as  those 
efforts  had  been,  by  the  treaties  of  the  former 
with  three  of  the  principal  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  the  African  ^ve  trade  continues  to 


spread  its  ravages  over  that  .much-injured  con- 
tinent ;  increasing  annually,  both  in  extent  and 
malignity.  Since  this  trade  has  been  condemn- 
ed by  the  moral  feelings  of  all  Christendom,  it 
has  tallen  into  the  hands  of  the  most  daring  and 
hardened  adventurers.  Shielded  from  search, 
by  the  maxims  of  public  law,  no  efforts  of  the 
maritime  power  of  England  and  America  can 
overtake  or  punish  them.  So  long  as  the 
right  of  common  search  and  punishment  is  with- 
held, so  long  may  the  flag  of  a  single  State  coy- 
er this  detestable  commerce.  Indeed,  tiie  par- 
tial restraints  now  imposed  upon  this  trafBc,  by 
enhancing  its  profit  and  its  danger,  serve  only 
to  whet  the  cupidity  of  avarice,  and  to  augment 
the  sufferings  of  its  victims.  The  heart  recoils 
with  horror  from  the  narratives  of  cruelty  and 
guilt  recounted  in  the  volumes  before  me. 
From  two  African  rivers — ^the  Bonny  and  the 
Calabar — both  emptying  into  the  Atlantic, 
north  of  the  line ;  from  a  very  small  portion  of 
an  extensive  coast,  to  the  whole  of  which  the 
slave  trade  has  been  interdicted,  by  the  united 
voice  of  all  Europe,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
cargoes  of  human  beings  have  been  transported 
in  a  single  year  1  Of  these  one-third  are  sup- 
posed to  ha^ve  perished  in  the  middle  pas- 
sage I  The  mixed  commission  courts  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  allies  have  not,  from  their  first 
institution  down  to  the  present  period,  pro- 
nounced more  than  twenty  sentences  of  con- 
demnation on  the  numerous  vessels  engaged  in 
this  traffic ;  and  the  court  established  at  the 
great  slave  mart  of  Cuba,  not  one  I 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  volumes  before  me  abound 
with  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  deplorable 
extent  to  which  these  horrible  cargoes  are  smug- 
gled into  our  Southern  States.  This  evidence 
consists  of  numerous  letters  from  the  custom- 
house officers  of  the  United  States,  the  fedthfiil 
though  ineffectual  agents  of  our  laws  for  the 
exclusion  of  this  forbidden,  impolitic,  and  guilty 
commerce.  Their  testimony  is  confirm^  in 
my  knowledge,  as  it  must  be  in  that  of  an  hon- 
orable colleague  of  mine  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Flotb,) 
by  what  another  honorable  member,  now  a  Min- 
ister abroad,  (Mr.Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,) 
declared  five  years  ago  to  be  his  beUef,  that  not 
less  than  thirteen  thousand  African  n^oes 
were  annually  smuggled  into  the  Soumem 
States.  Within  a  few  days  past,  I  have  been 
informed,  by  the  highly  respectable  represent- 
ative of  the  most  remote  of  these  States,  Qir, 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana,)  that  numerous  in- 
stances have  more  recently  occurred  of  the  illi- 
cit introduction  of  this  population,  through 
Galveston,  and  the  adjacent  shores,  into  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana.  If  the  United  States, 
and  especially  the  Southern  States  of  this 
Union,  were  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  having 
their  settled  and  salutary  policy  baffled  by  the 
cupidity  of  these  daring  adventurers,  before  the 
recent  acquisition  of  Florida,  how  greatly  is  that 
hazard  augmented  by  a  sea-coast,  without  in- 
habitants, of  great  extent,  bordered  by  numer- 
ous islands,  indented  by  many  oonmiodioas  in- 
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lets,  and  immediately  opposite  to  the  great  sLave 
market  of  the  West  Indies.  To  guard  a  coast 
like  this,  whole  squadrons  of  revenue  cutters, 
and  armies  of  oustom-house  officers,  would 
prove  in^ectuaL  An  hour  or  two,  or  at  most 
a  single  night,  suffices  to  perfect  one  of  these 
iniquitous  enterprises.  The  unfortunate  cap- 
tives are  landed,  conveyed  into  the  interior,  and 
"  no  mention  of  them  more  is  made."  They 
are  consigned  to  hereditary  slavery ;  audto  the 
desolation  of  the  country  from  which  they  have 
been  torn,  is  added  the  curse  of  that  which 
receives  them. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  United  States  cannot  be 
insensible  of  the  danger  of  inundating,  with  new 
flood3  of  black  population,  not  only  the  exten- 
sive and  numerous  islands  on  their  southern 
border,  but  their  own  territory.  A  danger 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  rapid  increase,  in  their 
own  bosom,  of  a  third  caste,  midway  between 
the  slave  and  the  white  population  of  the  South, 
and  alike  pernicious  to  the  happiness  of  both. 
As  I  advance,  said  Mr.  M.,  new  views  of  the 
malignity  of  this  crowing  e\il  crowd  upon  my 
imagination,  and  f  perceive  it  to  be  necessary 
to  recollect  the-  pledge  with  which  I  set  out  in 
this  argument  I  will  but  add,  that  it  is  not 
less  the  interest  of  the  European  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  than  our  own,  to  arrest  this  cruel, 
this  unnecessary  traffic.  Wherever  it  has  been 
partially  suspended,  as  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  British  West  Indies,  this  species  of 
labor,  fostered  by  better  treatment,  multiplied 
but  too  rapidly  by  its  natural  resources;  while 
in  the  island  of  Guadaloupe,  a  census  lately 
repeated,  after  a  short  interval  of  ten  years, 
affords  the  horrible  result,  that,  of  a  popidation 
of  little  more  than  one  hundred  thousand,  not- 
withstanding all  the  accessions  from  foreign 
importation,  there  has  been  a  declension  of 
fifteen  thousand  souls  1  A  fact  which  must 
sound  an  audible  append  to  the  hmnanity  of  the 
hardest  heart, 

Having  seen  that  the  root  of  all  these  calamities 
cannot  be  eradicated  by  the  means  which  have 
been  hitherto  employed,  either  by  others,  or 
ourselves ;  that  our  own  flag  has  disappeared 
from  the  African  coast,  only  to  give  place  to 
that  of  other  nations,  by  whom  this  trade  is 
alike  forbidden;  that  the  occasional  vessel 
which  we  despatch  for  that  desolated  land, 
carries  with  it,  under  the  late  instructions  of  our 
Government,  no  authority  competent  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  our  own  purpose ;  and  that  no  meas- 
ure of  an  internal  policy  can  shield  us  from  that 
share  of  the  general  ccdamity  resulting  from 
this  traffic,  which  falls  peculiarh'  on  our  own 
country ;  allow  me,  said  Mr.  ^,  to  invite  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  House  to  the  remedy 
provided  by  the  resolution  which  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  propose. 

Let  the  African  slave  trade  be  denounced  to 
be  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  this  species  of  piracy  will,  like 
any  other,  speedily  disappear  from  the  Bur£aoe 


of  the  ocean.  All  nations  will  have  authority 
to  detect,  to  punish  it,  to  hxmt  it  down. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  technical  objections 
have  been  urged,  and  sneers  have  been  indulg- 
ed against  the  legal  accuracy  of  the  application 
of  the  term  piracy  to  this  offence.  Such  criti- 
cism has  no  souna  reason  to  sustain  it.  The 
law  of  nations  is  in  part  natural;  in  part  con- 
ventional. Its  only  sanction  is  to  be  found  in 
the  physical  force,  its  legal  authority  in  the  ex- 
press or  tacit  consent  of  nations.  The  consent 
of  nations  may  make  piracy  of  any  offence  upon 
the  high  seas.  In  seeking  a  denomination  for 
a  new  crime,  it  ia  not  necessary  to  invent  a  new 
term.  The  object  of  classing  the  prohibited 
act  under  an  old  title,  is  to  provide  for  the 
former  a  definite  and  competent  remedy.  Pi- 
racy, under  the  law  of  nations,  is  alike  under- 
stood, and  punished  by  all  nations.  But,  sir,  is 
there  no  analogy  between  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  the  offence  of  piracy,  which  would 
warrant  the  proposed  classification  of  the  former 
crime  under  the  latter  title  ?  It  may  sometimes 
prove  a  difficult  task,  amidst  confiicting  author- 
ities, to  say  what  is  not  piracy ;  but  it  cannot  be 
difficult  to  determine  what  it  is. 

It  is  robbery,  on  the  high  seas,  without  a 
lawful  commission  from  any  recognized  author- 
ity, to  take  forcibly  from  a  vessel,  without  color 
of  law,  a  single  package  of  goods?  And  is  it 
not  robbery  to  seize,  not  the  property  of  the 
man,  but  the  man  himself;  todiain  him  down, 
with  hundreds  of  his  fellows,  in  the  pestilen- 
tial hold  of  a  slave  ship,  in  order,  if  he  chance 
to  survive  the  voyage,  to  sell  him  to  some  for- 
eign-master; to  consign  him,  and  not  himself 
only,  but  his  latest  posterity,  to  hereditary 
slavery  in  an  unknown  joyless  land?  By  a 
former  law,  almost  coeval  with  our  present 
constitution  of  government,  we  made  murder 
on  the  hijgh  seas  piracy.  Kill  a  man  by  poison- 
ing the  air  he  breathes-^is  it  not  murder,  as 
truly  as  to  kill  him  by  poisoned  food,  or  by 
planting  a  dagger  in  his  heart  ?  Is  it  not,  in- 
deed, to  kill  with  the  aggravated  horror  of  a 
slow  and  loathsome  death  ?  It  is  robbery,  com- 
bined with  murder.  This  crime,  begun  on  a 
barbarous  shore,  claimed  by  no  civilized  State, 
and  subject  to  no  moral  law,  is  prosecuted  to 
its  consummation,  on  the  lugh  seas.  Every 
day,  every  hour  of  such  a  voyage  of  iniquity, 
funiishes'a  fresh  instance  of  the  crime. 

Search  the  etymology  of  this  term,  and  noth- 
ing restricts  piracy  to  mere  injuries  of  the  rights 
of  property,  or  limits  its  commission  to  a  certain 
distance  from  any  foreign  shore.  According  to 
the  most  remote  antiquity,  the  first  pirates  were 
stealers  of  men;  and,  for  the  very  purpose 
which  nbw  carries  the  African  slave  dealer  to 
that  continent  which  his  crimes  have  so  often 
imbued  with  human  blood,  to  enslave  and  sell 
his  spoil.  From  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
this  piracy  spread  along  the  Atiantic,  and  final- 
ly encircled  Africa  and  her  islands,  within  its 
iron  grasp.  From  the  very  history  of  this 
species  of  piracy,  it  may  be  confidentiy  inferred. 
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that,  when  once  snppressed,  it  cannot  be  re- 
vived. Other  piracies  have  their  origin  in 
transient  disorders  in  the  world.  They  cease 
and  reappear  again.  This  is  a  remnant  of 
ancient  barbarism — ^a  cnrse  extended  to  the 
new  world  by  the  colonial  policy  of  the  old. 
Let  Africa  but  once  freight  with  the  fmits  of 
her  soil  those  ships  which  now  carry  thither 
scourges  and  fetters,  and  she  will  not  sell  her 
ofispring.  Let  all  Christendom  proclaim  the 
slave  trade  to  be  piracy,  and  yon  will  shortly 
revolutionize  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  few 
8tates  who  now  seem,  not  by  their  professions, 
indeed,  but  their  conduct,  to  tolerate  this  crime. 
Public  sentiment  and  law  act  reciprocally  on 
each  other.  Has  not  the  denunciation  of  the 
African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by  the  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  done  much  towards  the  entire 
abolition  of  that  portion  of  this  traffic  which 
then  lingered  in  America? 

The  time  is  not  very  remote,  when  men  of 
high  standing  in  our  country  openly  and  nn- 
blnshingly  prosecuted  this  profitable  commerce. 
Is  there  now  remaining  a  single  man  in  Amer- 
ica, who  would  brave  the  public  sentiment,  not 
to  speak  of  the  public  justice,  by  avowing  him- 
self a  participant  in  this  guilty  traffic? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  present  period  is  most 
propitious  for  the  success  of  the  experiment  I 
have  presumed  to  recommend  to  the  sanction  of 
the  House  and  the  nation.  South  America  fur- 
nished, and  Brazil  yet  affords,  an  extensive 
market  for  African  slaves.  Two  years  only 
have  elapsed  since  this  House  pledged  itself  to 
sustain  the  Executive  in  a  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Spanish  American  provinces, 
now  the  States  of  Mexico,  Columbia,  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  and  Pern.  During  our  present 
session,  the  Executive  has  deputed  lOnisters  to 
the  several  Governments  of  these  new-bom 
empires.  The  instructions  of  these  Ministers,  it 
may  be  presumed,  are  now  preparing,  and  if 
among  them  there  shall  be  comprehended  this 
resolution,  sustained,  as  I  trust  it  will  be,  by  the 
approving  voice  of  this  House,  will  those  Gov- 
ernments deny  to  us  the  small  boon  we  ask  of 
them,  humanity  and  justice,  in  return  for  our 
recognition  of  their  sovereignty?  They  have 
all,  possibly,  with  the  exception  of  Peru,  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  United  States,  by 
abolishing  this  trade.  They  will -undoubtedly 
seize  the  first  occasion  to  propitiate  the  good 
will,  not  of  America  merely,  but  of  all  Christen- 
dom, towards  their  infant  cause. 

Brazil,  the  great  slave  mart,  which  has  so 
long  withheld  Portugal  from  a  cordial  union 
with  England  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  is  also  a  candidate  for  independence ;  and 
it  may  be  confidently  hoped  that  another  year 
will  afford  sufficient  eviaence  of  her  ability  to 
sustain  it.  Should  she,  in  like  manner  with  her 
neighbors,  yield  her  support  to  our  policy,  much 
will  have  been  achieved  for  the  success  of  the 
object  of  this  resolution. 

The  Cortes  of  regenerated  Spiun  have  recently 
signalized  their  humanity  by  AnTiffging  penal- 


ties to  the  slave  trade,  next  hi  severity  to  those 
denounced  against  that  offence  by  Great  Britain 
and  America.  Portugal,  severed  from  Brazil, 
will  probably  tread  in  her  steps,  when  urged 
to  it  by  England,  her  ally  and  protector. 

The  Government  of  France,  where  public 
sentiment  derives  activity  and  force  from  an 
enlightened,  generous,  and  high-minded  people, 
will  not  much  longer  temporize  with  tbe  plight- 
ed faith  of  treaties,  and  her  acknowledgea  sense 
of  moral  and  religious  obligation. 

The  maritime  powers  of  the  North  early 
ceased  to  participate  in  this  criminal  traffic, 
and  have  acknowledged  the  duty,  devolved  on 
Europe,  of  rendering  retributive  justice  to 
Africa,  so  long  the  victim  of  a  cruel  and  mis- 
taken policy. 

On  the  northern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
there  is  no  State,  except  those  which  I  have 
named,  whose  colonial  policy  requires  the  labor 
of  Africa  to  sustain  it. 

What  the  United  States  may  hope  to  efiect 
in  the  New  World,  it  must  be  left  to  England 
to  accomplish  in  the  old,  where  her  influence  Is 
predominant;  and  continued  peace  yet  favors 
every  effort  of  humanity  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  our  race.  Great  Britain  cannot  but 
perceive  the  inefficacy  of  those  mixed  courts  on 
which  she  has  relied  to  give  effect  to  her  laws 
and  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and,  above  all,  that  her  present  system,  compli- 
cated and  difficult  of  execution  in  peace,  must 
be  exposed  to  great  derangement,  if  not  aban- 
doned, in  war.  She  cannot  but  prefer  to  it  the 
substitute  offered  by  our  resolution,  which  is  in 
its  character  as  simple,  as  it  must  prove  in  its 
operation  effective ;  and  which  will  endure  nn- 
til  its  purpose,  the  entire  abolition  of  tlie  African 
slave  trade,  is  accomplished. 

Li  concluding,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  perceive,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  omitted  much  of  what  I 
had  intended  to  say;  and  what  I  have  uttered, 
with  a  feeble  voice,  under  circumstances  which 
greatly  tended  to  impede  my  thoughts,  as  well 
as  my  speech,  has,  I  fear,  done  but  little  justice 
to  the  noblest  theme  that  ever  engaged  an  ad- 
vocate. 

Should  this  resolution  fail,  it  will  be  a  sonroe 
of  deep  and  lasting  regret  to  me  that  I  have 
ventured  to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  I  call,  therefore,  upon  my  friends  from 
Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  mj 
colleagues,  (Messrs.  Gobhak,  Hemphiix,  and 
Flotd,)  who  have  hitherto  co-operated  with 
me  in  this  sacred  cause,  not  to  allow  it  to  nnk, 
through  my  inability  to  sustain  it.  I  implore 
the  humanity  of  this  house  to  uphold  it;  1  de- 
mand it  of  their  justice. 

Mr.  WsioHT  said  he  rose  to  aid  his  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Mescbb,  in  his  noble 
effort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  African  slave  trade, 
that  odious  blot  on  all  the  nations  concerned  in 
it.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  W.,  tibat  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  I  in- 
sisted that  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
that  related  to  uie  African  slave  trade,  shomd 
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be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  direc- 
tions to  make  an  earlj  report,  that  the  snbject 
might  be  brought  before  us  in  a  tangible  shape. 
This  resolation  goes  to  request  the  President  to 
endeavor  to  effect,  by  negotiation,  this  great  ob- 
ject ;  and,  by  a  convention  with  the  nations  that 
can  be  induced  to  agree  to  it,  to  make  it  piracy, 
as  we  have  done.  Although,  sir,  this  resolution 
authorizes  the  President  to  adopt  any  measure 
necessary  to  effect  the  object,  I  feel  it  due  to  the 
Administration,  who  feel  a  delicacy  on  the  subject 
of  the  right  of  search,  to  propose  to  add  to  the 
resolution — "  and  that  we  agree  to  a  qualified 
right  of  search.^^  Sir,  this  Congress  ought,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment,  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  this  measure,  by  their 
positive  opinion,  and  leave  it  no  longer  a  subject 
of  doubt  what  \s  the  will  of  the  American  people. 
Sir,  with  what  pride  do  we  look  back  on  our- 
selves, even  to  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when,  by  an  article  in  that  hallowed  instru- 
ment, we  agreed  to  prohibit  this  immoral  traffic, 
after  the  year  1808 ;  and  with  what  pleasure  have 
we  seen  the  Governments  of , Europe  adopting 
our  philanthropic  policy,  and  treading  in  our  foot- 
steps ;  and  let  me  ask,  what  must  be  the  feel- 
ings of  those  patriots  who  have  examined  this 
subject,  and  have  seen  our  Government  retiring 
from  this  qualified  right  of  search,  the  only  pos- 
sible means,  in  my  judgment,  to  effect  the  object? 
This,  sir,  has  been  agreed  to  by  several  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  not  less  tenacious  of  their 
rights  than  we  are,  but  our  Government,  Recol- 
lecting the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  impress- 
ment, have  feared  some  collision  might  arise  in 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  have  as  yet  de- 
clined it.  I  therefore  feel  anxious  that  we  should 
take  on  us  that  responsibility. 

Sir,  it  must  be  recollected  that  eighty  thou- 
sand Africans  are  annually  victimated  to  bondage, 
and  they  and  their  ofi^pring  consigned  to  end- 
less slavery;  and  that  two  hundred  free  blacks, 
on  the  river  Sierra  Leone,  have  been  captured 
and  sent  into  slavery,  although  sent  there  to  be 
governed  by  themselves ;  and  it  is  said  that  fif- 
teen thousand  annually  are  smuggled  into  the 
Soutliem  States  directly  or  through  the  Spanish 
provinces.  This,  sir,  is  the  horrid  practice  of  the 
case ;  and  two  several  committees  of  this  House 
have,  at  the  last  session  and  at  the  session  pre- 
ceding it  reported  that  "The  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  enter  into  such 
arrangements  as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  prop- 
er with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade."  This  resolution  was  proposed  in 
the  session  ending  4th  March,  1821.  Here  let 
me  ask  your  attention  to  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
of  October,  1821,  page  50 :  "  The  immortal  hon- 
or which  the  Americans  have  gained  by  their 
former  exertions  against  l^e  African  slave  trade, 
augmented  by  their  recent  enactments,  classing 
it  among  piratical  offences,  will  soon,  as  it  now 
appears,  be  consummated,  by  their  accession  to 
the  principle  for  which  we  have  been  contend- 
ing. 


"A  report  lies  before  us  from  a  committee  of 
Congress  upon  this  point,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  judicious  or  more  enlightened.  The  com- 
mittee begin  with  showing  ^  that  a  mutual  right 
of  search  is  indispensable  to  the  great  object  of 
abolition,^  as  affording  the  only  security  against 
our  slave  traders  taking  refuge  under  the  flag  of 
any  one  power  less  vigilant  than  the  rest,  in  ex- 
ecuting its  abolition  laws.  They  then  advert 
to  the  prejudices  existing  in  America  against 
this  right,  founded  upon  *  the  opinions  entertained 
respecting  the  practice  of  searching  neutral  ves- 
sels in  time  of  war,'  and  they  deny  that  the  two 
kinds  of  search  are,  *  in  principle,  in  any  degree, 
allied ;'  and  most  justly  observe,  that  the  unqual- 
ified admission  of  England,  that  no  right,  what- 
ever, at  present,  exists,  of  searching,  in  time  of 
peace ;  an  admission,  both  founded  on  the  de- 
cisions of  our  prize  courts,  and  evinced  by  the 
negotiation  itself,  ought,  at  once,  to  remove  the 
principal  objections  against  the  new  arrange- 
ments contended  for.  They  put  the  matter  upon 
a  plain  and  impartial  ground,  when  they  add, 
that  the  question  simply  is,  *•  whether  such  an 
agreement  will  be  beneficial  to  the  two  nations ; 
and,  they  truly  add,  that  aU  inconvenience  from 
detention  of  vessels  will  be  precluded,  by  limit- 
ing the  right  of  seizure  alone  to  ships  having 
slaves  actually  on  board.' " 

I  have  quoted  so  much  of  the  Review  upon  this 
subject,  nor  can  I  refrain  from  expressing  my 
entire  approbation  of  their  sentiments.  The 
report  of  the  last  session  is  substantially  the 
same,  and  I  should  have  hoped  would  have  had 
the  desired  effect  on  the  Administration.  How- 
ever, I  trust  that  this  resolution  will  induce  them 
to  adopt  such  arrangements  as  may  be  deemed 
most  effectual  to  put  a  stop  to  this  disgracefnl 
trafiSc,  and  fulfil  the  best  wishes  of  the  American 
people.  The  idea  that  this  measure  may  lead 
to  any  contention  between  the  contracting  pow- 
ers, I  think  is  not  well  founded ;  but,  should  this 
be  the  case,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  I  hope 
and  trust  that  no  honorable  member  will  ever 
be  influenced  by  such  an  unmanly  principle; 
but,  that  our  Government  will  listen  to  the  voice 
of  distressed  humanity,  and  unite  with  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  in  a  qualified  search,  as  proposed 
by  Lord  Gastlereagh  in  his  noble  agency  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Weight's  amendment  having  been  re- 
jected— 

Mr.  BusROws,  of  Connecticut,  required  the 
previous  question,  and  in  this  call  he  was  sustain- 
ed by  a  migority  of  the  members.  The  previous 
question  was  put  and  carried;  and  then. 

The  main  question  (on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, as  above  stated)  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  Teonessee,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bate- 
man,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bn- 
chanan,  Burrows,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Cham- 
bers, Colden,  Condict,  Conk  ling.  Cook,  Crafts,  Cush- 
man,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee, 
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Dwigfat,  Eddy,  Edwaids  of  Connecticiit,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  FiUler, 
Gebhard,  Gist,  Gorham,  Goran,  Hamilton,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Herrick,  HiU,  Hobart,  Holoombe,  Hub- 
bard, Ingham,  Jackion,  Jennings,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCarty,  McCoy, 
McDoiBe,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  MoSherry, 
Matlack,  Mutson,  Mattocks,  Meruer,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennflylvania,  Moore  of  Vii^nia,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Moigan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Newton,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Patterson 
of  Pennfiylvania,  Phillips,  Pearson,  Pitcher,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poin- 
sett, Reed  of  Massachusetts,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Scott^ 
Sergeant,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  of  New  York,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tod,  Tomllnson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham, 
Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walworth,  War- 
field,  Whipple,  White,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  WU- 
liams  of  North  Carolina,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woodson,  and  Wright— 18L 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Ball,  Burton,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Hall,  Hooks,  Rankin,  and 
Tattnall— 9. 


Satttbday,  March  1. 
Indian  Trading  Eitablishment 
Mr.  Mbtcalfx,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Aflfairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Presi- 
dent's commnnication  and  accompanying  docn- 
ments,  relative  to  the  execution  of  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  abolishing  the  Indian 
trading  establishments,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  President's  communication  and  accom- 
panying documents,  relative  to  the  execution  of  an 
act  of  the  last  session,  abolishing  the  Indian  trading 
establishment,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

In  executing  the  act  referred  to,  it  appears  that 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  received  the  appointment  of 
superintendent,  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Thomas  L. 
McKenny;  and  an  agent  has  also  been  appointed, 
and  sent  to  each  of  the  trading-houses,  with  instmo- 
tions  to  receive  from  the  former  agents  all  the  goods, 
and  other  property  on  hand,  and  to  dispoie  of  the 
same  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  having  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  interest 

The  superintendent  and  agents  to  appointed,  it  is 
believed,  arc  active,  intelligent  gentlemen,  of  unex- 
ceptionable character,  and  suitable  qualifications.  In 
turning  over  the  merchandise  and  other  property  on 
hand,  at  the  several  trading-houses,  into  the  hands 
of  the  new  agents,  the  original  invoice  prices  are 
charged  to  the  Grovemment  Much  of  the  merchan- 
dise, so  charged,  consists  of  unsalable,  damaged, 
and  worthless  remnants  and  articles,  now  of  little  or 
no  value.  All  the  debts  due  to  the  factories,  which 
have  been  created  and  not  collected,  by  the  former 
agents,  and  also  the  factory  boildinga,  are  charged 
to  the  Government, 

A.  B.  Lindsley,  the  agent  appointed  to  settle  up 
the  business  of  the  tradmg-house  at  Fort  Chicago, 


has  performed  that  duty  with  fidelity,  and  has  re- 
turned an  account  thereof;  which  is  herewith  pre- 
sented to  the  House. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amount  of  all  the 
goods  and  other  property  at  this  establishment,  at 
the  rates  at  which  the  same  has  been  charged  to  the 
Government,  is  SI6»G87  62.  A  great  portion  of 
those  goods  were  old,  unsalable,  a^  damaged,  and, 
consequently,  when  sold,  there  was  an  average  loaa 
to  the  Government  of  about  fifty-four  cents  to  the 
dollar. 

The  whole  amount  of  loss  upon  the  merchandise^ 
at  that  factoiy,  is  $6,968  87f  An  additional  loss 
will  be  sustained  upon  debts  due  the  establishment, 
which  are  not  likely  to  be  collected.  This  is  the 
only  trading-house  ftom  which  complete  returns  have 
been  receiFed.  Persons  who  are  desirous  of  purchas- 
ing the  goods  at  the  Red  River  factoiy,  offe^to  pay 
the  original  cost  and  caniage.  It  is  therefore  be- 
lieved that  no  loss  upon  the  goods  received  at 
that  trading-house  wiU  be  sustained  by  the  Govern* 
ment. 

In  winding  up  the  budneas  at  the  Choctaw  trading- 
house,  a  veiy  considerable  loss  will  certainly  fall  upon 
the  Government  (See  Mr.  Randall's  Return,  and 
remarks  upon  the  Inventory.)  From  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  former  agent  at  that  plaoe,  it  ap- 
pears that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  debts  due 
to  that  establishment  ore  likely  to  be  collected.  The 
whole  amount  of  debts  exceeds  $12,000 ;  and,  firam 
the  description  given  of  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  merchandise  on  hand,  a  great  loss  upon  the  aalea 
thereof  may  be  readily  anticipated. 

The  committee  do  not  bring  into  question  the  pro- 
priety of  stating  the  original  invoice  prices  of  the 
goods,  as  per  inventoiy,  on  the  delivery  thereof  into 
the  hands  of  the  new  agents;  but  they  believe  ^bat, 
in  a  final  settlement  of  the  aooounts  between  tiia 
Government  and  the  former  conductors  of  the  trade, 
the  amount  actually  realised,  from  the  sales  of  goods 
and  property,  of  every  description,  will  be  the  only 
fair  and  proper  charge  in  favor  of  the  latter  against 
the  former,  except  for  property,  if  any,  destroyed  by 
Indians^  during  the  late  war ;  and  debts  due  from  the 
Indians  to  the  factories,  and  assumed  by  the  Govern- 
ment 

In  1806,  the  amount  of  capital  stock,  aetnally 
drawn  from  the  Treasniy,  including  former  appro- 
priations, was  $260,000.  On  the  thud  of  Much, 
1809,  an  act  passed,  allowing  an  additional  appro- 
priati<m  of  $40,000;  making,  in  all,  $800,000— tea 
thousand  of  which,  the  late  superintendent  states^ 
was  never  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  The  whole 
amount,  therefore,  of  capital  stock,  thus  vested  in  the 
Indian  trade,  must  have  been  $290,000. 

The  law  positively  requires  that  the  "  prices  of 
goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  purchased  by,  the  In- 
dians, shall  be  regulated  in  such  manner,  that  tfao 
ci^ital  stock  shall  not  be  diminished." 

The  superintendent  and  his  clerks,  the  agents  and 
sub-agents,  received  annually  for  their  services,  not 
out  of  the  trading  fund,  but  directly  from  the  TVeas- 
uiy,  about  $20,000.  This  sum,  ivith  the  interest 
thereupon,  and  the  interest  upon  the  capital  stnck, 
which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  equiil,  in  all,  to  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  thousand  dollars  annually,  if 
entuefy  lost  to  the  Government 

The  ninth  section  of  an  act  of  1811,  to  regnlatB 
the  Indian  trade,  provides  that  the  superintendent 
shall  purchase  such  goods  as  may  be  required,  for  In* 
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dian  anniiities,  for  treaties,  and  for  presents,  and 
transmit  the  same  to  the  proper  places.  And  it  ap> 
pears  that  the  goods  furmshed  by  tiie  factories  to  Indian 
agents,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  were  not  limited 
at  cost  and  carriage,  but  charged  to  the  Goyemment, 
at  tiie  same  rates,  as  if  they  hsA  been  sold  to  the  In- 
dians ;  say,  at  an  advance  (according  to  instructions 
given  at  the  faotozy),  of  66|^  to  100  per  cent ;  and 
as  high  as  fifty  per  cent,  for  goods  of  inferior  quality ; 
and  the  whole  amount,  so  charged,  actually  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  This  appears  to  be  a  considera- 
ble advance  paid  by  Grovemment  for  merchandise  pur- 
chased with  its  own  capital*  It  is  said  that  the 
conductors  of  the  Indian  trade  were  generally  men  of 
integrity  and  honor  ;  not  deficient  in  talent  or  enter- 
prise, or  any  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  their  respective  stations.  And 
how  it  happens  that,  under  circumstances  so  ad- 
TKntageous  to  the  traders,  the  Government  should 
not  now  be  able  to  realise  a  sum  equal  to  the  origi- 
nal capital  stock,  appeals  to  be  inexplicable.  It  is 
not  possible  for  the  conmiittee  to  trace  the  conduc- 
tors of  this  trade  through  all  then-  various  operatbns ; 
the  manner  of  exchanging  merchandise  for  furs  and 
peltries,  their  purchases  and  sales,  &c.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  where  the  evil  lies — an  evil, 
the  existence  of  which  is  presented  to  them  in  a  tan- 
ffiiie  form,  while  the  cause  that  produced  it  re- 
mains undiscovered.  Private  traders,  without  sala- 
ries, or  any  other  support  from  the  Government, 
have,  for  many  years,  carried  on  a  successful  and 
profitable  trade  with  tiie  Indians ;  and,  like  the  fac- 
tors, it  is  believed,  they  sold  for  such  prices  as  cdtdd 
be  had ;  generally  regulating  the  prices  according  to 
the oom{»tition.  Perhaps  the  fault  maybe  found 
to  exist  in  the  aystem  itself;  and,  therefore,  it  may 
he  useful,  not  only  as  a  matter  of  curious  history,  but 
for  the  lesson  it  teaches  to  succeeding  legislators. 
From  the  accompanying  documents,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Graham  has  instructed  the  several  agents  to  seU 
o£^  and  settle  up  the  whole  business,  by  tiie  ^-— 
day  of  May  next ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  public 
interest  required  such  delay.  Beyond  that  date, 
however,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will 
have  to  expend  but  little  in  settling  up  the  accounts 
of  the  Indian  trading  establishment 

ExeouUce  Menage, 
To  the  Bouse  of  SqmtenCativet  of  the  United  Staiet: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  day,  requesting  information  of 
the  measures  taken  with  regard  to  &e  illegal  block- 
ade ni  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main,  and  to  depreda- 
tions of  privateers  fited  out  firam  Porto  Rico,  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  on  the  commerce  of  tiie  Unit- 
ed States,  I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  firom  the 
Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  information  requir- 
ed by  the  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiiSHiHGTON,  March  1,  1823. 

DEPARXioDrr  of  Staxb,  March  1, 1828. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
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United  States  to  communicate  to  that  House,  as  far 
as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  what  measures 
have  been  taken  to  remove  or  annul  the  illegal  and 
pretended  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main ; 
to  obtain  restitution  of  vessels  of  the  United  States 
captured  by  privateers,  fitted  out  in  Porto  Rico  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  under  pretext  of  breach  of  the 
said  blockade,  and  to  prevent  such  illegal  and  unwar- 
rantable captures  hereafter;  has  the  honor  of  report- 
ing to  the  President  that  the  measures,  taken  for  the 
purposes  described  in  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
have  consisted,  first,  of  instructions  to  the  command- 
ers of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  succes- 
sively stationed  in  the  West  India  seas ;  and  secondly, 
of  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
in  Spain,  to  make  suitable  representations,  on  these 
subjects,  to  the  Spanish  Government  The  direct 
communications  between  the  naval  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  employed 
in  that  service,  and  the  Governors  of  Cuba  and 
of  Porto  Rico,  have  been  frequent,  and  successful  in 
obtaining  the  restitution  of  some  captured  vessels. 
Some  of  the  vessels  notorious  for  outrages  committed 
by  them  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  captured  and  sent  into  the  United  States,  and 
are  now  upon  trial  before  the  judicial  tribunals.  No 
answers  have  yet  been  received  to  the  representations 
directiy  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  Grovemment  of 
Spain. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  QUmCY  ADAMS. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  table. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned  until   six 
o'dook,  P.  M. 

8ix  o'oLOOK,  P.  M.,  SaPurday^  Mwck  1. 

Spaniiih  JPrivateers, 
The  Honse  took  np  the  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Fullkb,  as  follows : 

Heaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  conmiunicate  to  this  House,  as  far  as 
the  public  interest  will  permit,  what  measures  have 
been  taken  to  remove  or  annul  the  illegal  and  pre- 
tended blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main ;  to 
obtain  restitution  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  cap- 
tured by  the  privateers  fitted  out  at  Porto  Rico  and 
other  Spanish  islands,  under  pretext  of  breach  of  the 
said  blockade ;  and  to  prevent  sudi  illegal  and  un- 
warrantable captures  hereafter. 

Mr.  FuLLSB  said,  he  regretted  that  the  session 
was  so  near  a  termination,  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  Congress  to  adopt  any  measure  in 
aid  of  the  Executive,  which  might  be  called  for 
by  the  lawless  depredations  of  the  freebooters 
from  Porto  Rico,  to  which  the  resolution  al- 
luded. The  blockade  was  proclaimed  many 
months  since,  by  some  Spaniw  officers,  without 
a  semblance  of  power  to  enforce  it,  and  with 
the  obvious  intent  of  giving  color  of  right  to 
the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  our  commerce  in 
those  seas. 

Privateers  had  been  fitted  out  at  Porto  Rico, 
during  the  last  summer,  immediately  upon  the 
blockade  being  announced,  and  several  of  our 
merchant  vessels  had  been  captured,  sent  in, 
and  condemned,  or,  in  one  or  two  instances  re- 
leased, after  being  first  plundered  and  subjected 
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to  coat,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  vessel 
and  cargo.  The  most  notorions  of  these  legal- 
ized pirates,  the  Palmyra  or  Panchita,  was  cap- 
tured by  Lieutenant  Gregory,  of  the  Grampus, 
and  sent  into  the  port  of  Charleston  for  ac^ju- 
dication.  This  prompt  and  energetic  act,  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders from  our  Government,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  United  States  ship  Oyane,  in  the  port  of 
St.  Johns,  charged  with  a  strong  remonstrance 
from  the  President  to  the  Governor  of  Porto 
Bico,  put  an  immediate  check  to  these  maraud- 
ing expeditions.  But  the  Palmyra  was  releas- 
ed by  the  court  of  South  Carolina,  probably 
through  some  defect  of  the  evidence  in  point  of 
form ;  for  Lieutenant  Gregory  transmitted 
several  depositions,  proving  acts  of  plunder, 
which  would  alone  have  warranted  the  deten- 
tion. The  moment  the  release  of  this  vessel 
was  known  in  Porto  Rico,  the  marauding  spirit 
was  in  action ;  and  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  in  his 
possession  letters  from  respectable  persons  re- 
siding in  the  neighborhood  of  that  Island,  stat- 
ing, that  from  ten  to  twenty  privateers  were 
despatched,  or  in  preparation  to  renew  their 
depredations.  These  letters  state  the  cases  of 
the  Essex,  Captain  Davis,  and  the  Adeline,  Cap- 
tain Babson,  as  captured  so  late  as  the  beginning 
of  January.  The  former  had  been  plundered, 
her  captain  and  crew  grossly  abused,  and  in  all 
respects  treated  as  pirates  treat  their  victims, 
except,  that  to  plunder  and  abuse,  were  added 
the  mockery  of  a  trial  in  an  obscure  port,  where 
a  person  called  a  judge,  had  denied  to  Captain 
Davis  the  right  to  read  a  paper,  or  to  be  even 
heard  in  his  defence. 

Surely,  said  Mr.  F.,  such  outrages  call  for 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures ;  no  other  can 
afford  any  redress,  or  quiet  the  apprehension 
of  our  merchants  and  unarmed  seamen,  and  put 
an  end  to  this  system  of  robbery,  in  a  manner 
which  comfport?  with  the  safety  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  dignity  of  the  nation.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

GUmng  Busineu. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  miUdng  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buil^gs,"  was  then  read ; 
and  the  question  was  taken.  Will  the  House 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union  in  their  disagreement  to 
the  said  amendment  f  and  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  non-concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
.  amendment,  was  decided  by  the  Speaker  as 
equivalent  to  the  affirmative  of  a  question  to 
concur  therein.  And  so  the  said  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsident 
ov  THB  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  JiepresentcUivet  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  in  par- 
suance  of  a  resolution  of  that  Mouse,  of  the  dOth  of 


Jannaiy  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
containing  the  information  required  in  relation  tote 
transactions  of  the  Conmiissioners  under  the  Mi  and 
7th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and  also  as  to 
the  measures  which  have  been  taken  under  te  4di 
article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  Feb- 
mary,  1819,  for  fixing  the  bonndaiy  line  deeeribed 
in  the  8d  article  of  the  last  mentioned  trea^. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 
WiUraiNOTOH,  Fdf.  26,  1828. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  table. 


Monday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Sebgeant,  from  the  committee  i4>pointed 
on  the  memorial  of  the  administrators  on  the 
estate  of  John  H.  Piatt,  deceased,  made  a  favor- 
able report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blaoklbdox,  the  Oomims- 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  was  ordered  to 
furnish  such  of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  buflding 
as  shall  be  finished,  for  the  reception  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Eighteenth  Oonffress,  and 
the  additional  rooms  for  the  Clerlrs  depart- 
ment ;  and  that  the  necessary  expense  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fhnd  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  it  was  ordered  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  jointly  wiUi  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  other  oom- 
munications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Hnx  and 
Mr.  CoLDEN  were  appointed  of  the  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Maine,  submitted  for  conaderft- 
tion  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  be  preaenfc- 
ed  to  the  Hon.  P.  P.  Barboub,  for  the  promptitude^ 
assiduity,  and  ability,  with  which  he  ha«  administer- 
ed the  duties  of  the  Chair  during  the  present  i 


Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  suggested  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "  impartiality,''  after  the 
word  ^^  assiduity ; "  to  which  amendment  Mr. 
Httx  assented.  Thus  modified  the  resolution 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Beorgankation  qf  the  Courts, 
Mr.  Pluhsb,  of  New  Hampshire,  fh>m  the 
Committee  on  the  Judoiary,  who  were  instmcted 
to  inquire  ^^  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what^  al- 
terations are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  so  as 
more  equally  to  extend  their  advantages  to  the 
several  States ;"  and  to  whom  was  also  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  upon  the  same  subject,  made  a  report 
thereon  adverse  to  making  the  alterations  sug- 
gested ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
It  is  as  follows: 

The  number  of  new  States  admitted  into  the  XJmoa. 
since  the  Federal  Judiciary  was  first  established,  and 
the  natural  increase  of  business  both  in  the  old  and 
new  States,  render,  in  the  opinion  of  Ae  oommittee^ 
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■ome  change,  at  no  very  diitant  period,  in  the  organ!- 
xatton  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  highly  ex- 
pedient, if  not  essential  to  the  due  execntion  of  the 
lawa 

The  Judiciary  system  of  the  United  States,  as  origi- 
nally established,  consisted  of  one  Supreme  Court, 
rix  circuit  courts,  and  thirteen  district  courts.  The 
diistiict  court  was  held  by  one  judge  in  each  district ; 
the  circuit  court  was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  district 
judge  with  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  itself  was  composed 
of  a  chief  justice  and  five  associate  judges.  The  num- 
ber of  the  district  courts  has  since  been  increased  to 
twenty-seven,  by  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Union,  or  tiie  divirion  of  the  old  ones  into  separate 
districts;  there  being  two  district  courts  in  New 
York,  two  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  Viiginia,  and  one 
in  each  of  the  other  States.  By  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  February  18,  1801,  the  United  States  were 
divided  into  six  circuits,  with  a  circuit  court  in  each, 
consisting  of  three  judges,  who  were  to  hold  two  terms 
a  year  in  each  district,  and  were  invested  with  the 
same  general  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  the  former 
circuit  courts  possessed.  By  the  same  act  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  were,  in  future,  to  be 
holden  twice  a  year  at  the  city  of  Washington ;  the 
judges  were  no  longer  required  to  sit  in  the  circuit 
courts :  and  their  number,  on  the  death  or  resignation 
of  the  judges  then  on  the  bench,  was  to  be  reduced  to 
five  On  the  8th  of  March,  1802,  this  act  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  former  system  was  restored.  On  the 
24th  of  February,  1807,  a  new  circuit  was  formed  in 
the  Western  country,  embracing  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Ohio ;  and  the  number  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  increased  to  seven. 
Since  that  time,  six  new  States  have  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  fixnn  the  West  alone ;  and  one  has 
been  created  in  the  £ast,  by  the  separation  of  Maine 
from  Massachusetts.  From  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
try, the  number  of  the  States,  and  the  increasing 
mass  of  busioess  constantly  depending  in  the  drcnit 
courts,  it  was  obviously  impossible  for  seven  judges 
to  hold  two  courts  annually  in  each  of  the  twenty- 
seven  judicial  districts,  into  which  the  United  States 
(exclusive  of  the  Territories)  are  now  divided.  The 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  not,  therefore,  been 
required  by  law  to  go  into  the  new  Western  States ; 
and  there  are,  accordingly,  no  circuit  courts  holden 
in  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
and  Missouri,  nor  in  the  Territories  of  Michigan,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Florida.  In  each  of  these  States  and 
Territories,  the  district  court  is  vested  with,  and  ex- 
ercises, the  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  preceding  statement  may  be  considered  as 
presenting  a  has^^  outline  of  the  principal  features  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary,  with  the  most  important 
changes  it  has  successively  undergone,  but  without 
pretending  to  notice  its  minuter  variations. 

It  is  xmderstoodby  the  committee  that  those  States 
which,  under  the  present  arrangements,  are  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  a  circuit  court,  are  desirous,  for 
reasons  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  be  enumerated, 
that  such  alterations  should  be  made  in  the  existing 
system  as  would  extend  to  them  the  advantages. en- 
joyed by  the  States  where  such  courts  exist.  This 
desire  of  the  new  States  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  old,  in  respect  to  their  judicial 
establishments,  so  fiir  as  these  depend  upon  the 
United  States,  appears  to  the  committee  just  and 


reasonable.  Nor  are  there  wanting  obvious  reasons 
of  interest  and  of  policy,  operating  equally  upon  the 
Government  and  the  people,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
in  favor  of  placing  die  courts  of  the  United  States, 
wherever  they  exist,  upon  the  most  respectable  foot- 
ing ;  and  of  giving  &em,  in  every  section  of  the 
country,  in  the  West  as  well  as  in  the  East,  the  form 
and  the  facilities  which  may,  in  each  case,  enable 
them  best  to  answer  the  important  objects  of  their 
original  institution.  For  this  purpose,  three  different 
plans  have  occurred  to  the  committee  as  among  the 
means  most  likely  to  effect  this  desirable  object : 

1.  To  increase  the  number  of  circuits  to  nine,  and 
add  two  more  judges  to  the  Supreme  Court 

2.  To  establish  circuit  courts  throughout  the  United 
States,  upon  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  in  1801, 
but  with  such  modifications  as  may  be  found  expe- 
dient ;  and  to  provide  for  the  eventual  reduction  of 
die  number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  five. 

8.  To  establish  two  circuit  courts  in  the  Western 
States,  with  the  same  general  powers  and  jurisdiction 
as  are  now  possessed  by  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  (as  in  other  courts)  an  ap- 
peal should  lie  firom  the  district  courts,  and  thence, 
under  the  ordinaiy  limitations,  to  tiie  Supreme 
Court 

Each  of^ese  plans  possesses  some  advantages  over 
the  others,  and  is,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  some 
objections. 

1st  In  the  final  decision  of  judicial  questions,  a 
small  number  of  judges,  qualified  for  their  station  as 
those  of  the  United  States  will,  we  may  hope,  alwa3r8 
be,  are  likely  to  prosecute  their  legal  inquiries  more 
thoroughly,  come  to  more  correct  conclusions,  and 
act  with  greater  impartiality,  uniformity,  and  de^ 
spatch,  than  a  numerous,  and  consequentiy  discordant^ 
body  can  be  presumed  always  to  do.  In  this  req)ect, 
it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  now  constituted,  is  suf&cientiy 
large  (if,  indeed,  it  be  not  already  too  great)  for  the 
convenient  despatch  of  the  important  business  which 
comes  yearly  before  it 

2d.  With  respect  to  the  second  proposition,  it  may 
bo  remarked,  that  a  similar  system  having  been  once 
adopted,  and  subsequently  abandoned,  its  re-enact- 
ment would  probably  be  opposed,  at  least  till  other 
expedients,  promising  more  favorable  results,  shall 
have  been  firat  tried. 

8d.  The  institution  of  two  new  circuits  in  the 
Western  States,  with  one  judge  in  each,  who,  sitting 
successively  with  the  district  judges  in  their  several 
districts,  should  form  the  circuit  court  for  those  dis- 
tricts, would,  it  is  believed,  obviate  many  of  the  in- 
conveniences arising  from  tiie  present  organization  of 
the  courts  in  that  part  of  the  Union ;  and  the  same 
arrangement^  if  found  on  trial  to  answer  the  purposes 
designed  by  it,  might,  as  circumstances  required,  bo 
extended  to  other  sections  of  the  country,  and  thus  lead, 
finally,  to  the  adoption  of  one  imiform  system  of  cir- 
cuit courts  throughout  the  United  States.  For  the 
purposes  of  the  present  experiment,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Missouri  might  be  convenientiy  formed  into  one 
circuit ;  and  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama 
into  another. 

Without  going  at  all  into  the  details  of  these  seve- 
ral plans,  or  even  expresmng  any  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  either  of  them,  the  committee,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  the  House  to  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, have  thought  proper  to  present  it,  at  this  time, 
in  its  present  form,  not  with  a  view  to  the  adoption, 
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at  ih]0  sesnoii,  of  any  decirive  measures  in  relation 
to  a  department  of  the  Goyomment  so  important  as 
that  of  the  Jndiciaiy,  but  in  hopes  that  the  sat^ject 
may  attract  the  attention  of  the  conntry  genendly, 
and  of  those  parts  of  it,  in  particular,  which  are  more 
immediately  concerned  in  its  investigation ;  and  that 
the  next  Congress  may  be  prepared,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, to  decide  whe&er  any,  and  if  any,  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  enable  them  more  effectually  to  at- 
tain the  objects  for  which  they  were  originally  in- 
stituted. 

The  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  re- 
quests either  that  Congress  would  organise  a  new  cir- 
cuit, of  which  that  State  should  form  a  part ;  or  that 
she  may  be  attached  to  the  Western  circuit,  consist- 
ing, at  present,  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee. 
The  first  of  these  requests  would  be  substantially  com- 
plied with  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  above 
plans  suggested  by  the  committee.  The  other  altera 
native  presented  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  is  at- 
tended with  some  difficulty.  There  is,  at  present, 
but  one  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Western 
States;  and  it  is  understood  by  the  committee  that 
Uie  terms  which  he  is  now  by  law  required  to  hold, 
together  with  his  attendance,  annually,  at  the  Seat  of 
Qovenmient,  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  oo- 
cnpy  his  time  and  attention  so  exclusively,  as  to  ren- 
der it  improper  that  any  additional  duties  should  be 
imposed  upon  him. 

The  committee,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged 
firom  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  and 
memorial  referred  to  them  by  the  House. 

Olo96  of  the  Seuum, 

A  Message  from  ihe  Senate  informed  the 
Hoose  that  the  Senate  have  conoorred  in  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  &e  United 
States^  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have 
other  oommonications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Oongress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn ; 
and  they  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  Hnx,  from  the  joint  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  that  the  committee  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
formed him  that,  unless  he  might  have  other 
communications  to  make  to  tiie  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn ;  and  that 
they  received  from  the  President  for  answer, 
that  he  had  no  further  conmiunications  to  make 
to  Oongress.  . 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate,  to  inform  that  body  that  this 
House,  having  completed  the  legidative  busi- 
ness before  it^  is  now  ready  to  acyoum;  and 
that  the  Olerk  do  go  with  the  said  message. 


The  Olerk  having  delivered  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned — 

A  message  was  received  fh>m  the  Senate  no- 
tifying the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
ready,  by  an  a^oumment,  to  close  the  present 
session  of  Oongress. 

And  thereupon — 

The  Speasxb  (Mr.  Basbotjb)  rose  fkt)m  his 
Ohair,  and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

To  receive  the  approbation  of  our  countiy  is  at  all 
times  the  highest  reward  which  can  be  bestowed  npom 
a  citizen  in  the  public  seryice ;  to  receive  the  expres- 
sion of  that  approbation  fipom  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  witii  whom  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  act^ 
giyes  to  it^  in  my  estimation,  an  increased  degree  ci 
mterest ;  but  when,  in  addition  to  this,  I  reeoDect 
that  this  is  the  second  occasion  in  which  I  have  re- 
ceived this  high  mark  of  confidence  firom  the  same 
House  of  Representatives;  firom  gentlemen  with 
whom,  for  two  successive  sessions,  I  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  legislation ;  it  inspires  me  with  the  deepest 
sense  of  gratitude.  I  have  nothing  to  oflfor  you  but 
my  sincere  thanks  in  return  for  this  renewed  eyidenoe 
of  your  good  opinion,  as  well  as  for  the  kind  indid- 
gence  with  which  you  have  siqiported  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duties  Tbere  are  few  statloiis 
in  dvil  life  of  a  character  either  more  important  or 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House.  (^  your  deliberatioins  essentially  depend  the 
prospMity  of  this  extensive  and  extending  Confede- 
racy. In  their  progress  the  most  novel  and  perplex- 
ing questions  are  frequently  presented  for  the  instao- 
taneons  decision  of  your  Speaker;  and  the  duties 
which,  in  general,  appertain  to  Ms  offioe,  invohe^  in 
themselves,  the  highest  degree  of  responsibility.  In 
such  a  situation  to  be  able  to  command  success^  is  the 
attribute  of  no  man ;  to  endeavor  to  deserve  it^  is 
within  Ihe  reach  of  all ;  that  endeavor  I  am  consdooi 
of  having  earnestly  made;  and,  to  the  pleasors 
arising  from  that  c<asciousness,  the  resolution  whidi 
you  have  just  passed,  adds  the  gratification  of  believ- 
ing that  my  effi>rtB,  in  this  respect,  have  not  been  al- 
together firitless. 

We  are  now,  gentlemen,  about  to  dose  the  labon 
of  the  Seventeenth  Congress.  I  tmst  that^  iqpon  a 
review  of  its  measures,  it  will  be  found  by  our  constit- 
uents that,  however  we  may  have  differed  in  opin* 
ion  in  relation  to  the  means,  we  have  all  had  in  view 
one  greal^  one  common  end— the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfare. 

We  are  soon,  gentlemen,  about  to  aepazate;  many 
of  you,  perhaps,  I  may  never  meet  again.  May  yoo 
long  live  to  eqjoy  the  rewards  of  your  past  serrioe, 
uid  to  render  others  to  a  grateful  country. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  a^oum,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative ;  and  thereupon^  the 
Spsaxsb  acyourned  the  House  tine  die. 
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EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS -FIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  1,  1828. 


PKOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE/ 


Monday,  December  1,  1828. 
The  first  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Congress, 
oonforraably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  .day  at  the  citj  of  Wash' 
ingtoD,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

frxsent: 

Sahxtsl  Bell  and  John  F.  Pabbott,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

James  Llotd,  from  Massachusetts. 

Henbt  W.  Edwabds  and  Jakes  Lanman, 
from  Oonnectiont. 

Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  from  Bhode  Island. 

WnxiAH  A.  Palbceb  and  Hobatzo  Setuottb, 
from  Vermont. 

Rtttits  Kino  and  Mabtin  Van  Bubbn,  from 
New  York. 

Mahlon  Diokebson  and  Joseph  MoIlyains, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Waltee  Lowbib  and  Wiluam  Findlat,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

James  Babboitb,  from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd  and  Robebt  Y.  Hatne,  from 
Sonth  Carolina^ 

John  Elliott,  from  Greorgia. 

IsHAM  Talbot,  from  Kentucky. 

Benjamin  RuoeLESu  from  Ohio. 

James  Bbown  and  Henby  Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

David  Holmes,  from  Mississippi 

Jambs  Noble  and  Walleb  Tatlob,  from  In* 


•  LIST  OF  MEMBEBS  OF  THE  SENATE. 
JfoifML— John  OhAndler,  John  HoIm«e. 
i^MoiTampaMrA— Samuel  Bell,  John  F.  Parrott 
jroMOcAMMML— James  Lloyd,  El^ah  Hunt  Milla. 
OmmmoMouI— Henxy  W.  Edwards,  James  T^wman. 
Jihods  iWofMl.— James  D*Woli;  Nehemiah  B.  Knighb 
r«nN<m<.— William  A.  Palmer,  Horatio  Seymoor. 
JTmo  Tork.—BjiiaB  King,  Martin  Yan  Boren. 
Jfwf  .TerMy.— Mahlon  Dickerson,  James  McIlTalne. 
PsfMMyJvon^— Walter  Lowrio,  William  Findlay. 
Z>«bii0ar«.— Nicholas  Yan  Dyke,  Thomas  Clayton. 
JfaryldfidL— Edward  Lloyd,  Somnel  Smith. 
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Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from  Illinois. 

John  Ohandleb  and  John  Hoimbs^  from 
Maine. 

David  Babton  and  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
MissonrL 

John  Gaillabd,  President  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Samuel  Bell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last;  E^enbt  W.  Edwabds,  ap- 

gointed  a  Senator  by  the  Executive  of  the 
tate  of  Connecticut,  in  the  place  of  Elijah 
BoABDMAN,  deceased ;  Jambs  Llotd,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last ;  Joseph  MdfLVAiNB, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  to  supply  &e  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  of  Samuel  L. 
Southabd;  Robebt  Y.  Hatnb,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  y^ars^commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  E^nby  John- 
son, appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  term  of  nx 
yearS)  commenci]^  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
last;  and  Jessb  B.  Thoma&  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  term  of  six  years^  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last, — ^respectively  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  wmch  were  read ;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  them,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 


7irginia>—Jam6B  Barbonr,  Littleton  W.  Tasewell. 
JTorih  OiroKfia.— Nathaniel  Maoon,  John  Branch. 
/SewA  OiroHfia-John  Gaillard,  Bobert  T.  Hayne. 
<7eor0Ffo.— John  Elliott,  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 
ZentiMly.— Bichard  M.  Johnson,  Isham  Talbot 
rennesMsi— Andrew  Jackson,  John  Henry  Eaton. 
OAi0.— Benjamin  BQggle^  Ethan  A.  Brown. 
Zoutfsiofia.— Joslah  8.  Johnston,  Dominique  BooUgny. . 
/fKTiafla.— James  Noble,  Waller  Taylor. 
MUHuippl.— Thomas  H.  Williams,  Dayid  Holmes. 
JlUnoU-^eeae  B.  Thomas,  John  MoLean. 
^lodama^William  B.  King,  William  Kelly. 
iOtsQuK— David  Barton,  Thomas  H.  Benton. 
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The  credentials  of  Thomas  H.  Williahb,  ap- 

gointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislntare  of  the 
tate  of  Mississippi,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  tho  fourth  day  of  March  last, 
were  read. 

The*  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Chan- 
DiSB,  Mr.  Knight,  and  Mr.  Diokebson — their 
credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  daring 
the  last  session. 

Messrs.  Babboub  and  Maoon  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  jointly,  with  snch  as  the  House 
may  appoint,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  two  Houses^  and  of  their  readiness  to 
receive  any  communication  from  him;  and 
then  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 


Tttesdat,  December  2. 

Edwabd  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
and,  also,  Ethak  Allen  Beown,  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  severally  attended. 

John  Bbanoh,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Le^^ature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, which  were  read,  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  was  administered  to  him ;  and 
the  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Wil- 
ijAMa,  whose  credentials  were  read  yesterday ; 
and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Babboub,  of  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Pbbsident,  and  in- 
form him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  their  r^iness  to  receive  any 
oommunication  from  him,  reported,  that  the 
committee  had  attended  to  the  duties  assigned 
them ;  and  that  the  President  was  pleased  to 
say,  that  he  would  communicate  wiui  the  two 
Houses,  by  Message,  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandlbb,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Senate  will  meet  at  twelve  o'clock  on 
each  day  of  its  session,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Lanican  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Retoived^  That  Monntjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
Seigeant-at-Amu  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby 
IS,  anthorised  to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses, 
for  the  pwpose  of  performing  such  servioes  as  are 
usually  reqnhred  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate, 
which  expense  shall  be  paid  oat  of  tbe  contingent 
fund. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Oonmiittee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  the  question,  ^' Shall  this  reso- 
lution be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? "  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Bet>olutionary  Petmonen^  &c 
The  following  communications,  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  were  read,  and  ordered, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  be  printed : 

War  Dspartmekt,  Deoember  1,  182a 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
Ibe  United  States,  passed  on  the  1st  of  March  last, 


directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report,  during  the 
first  WMk  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
number  of  Kevolutionaiy  pensioners  in  each  State,  at 
this  time  on  the  list,  and  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived or  receivable  in  each  State,  on  acconnt  of 
Revolationaiy  pensioners,  I  herewith  transmit  a 
statement  showing  the  number  of  such  pensioners  in 
each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  sum  receivable  annually  in  each  on  account  of 
said  pensioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  J.  Gaillabd, 

Pretidentf  pro  tern..  Senate,  U.  8, 

Statement  of  the  number  of  Pennonen,  and  He  sum, 

receivable  by  them  in  the  several  States  and  Tarri- 
torieSf  asfoUowa: 

Mame        ....  1,208  $128,024 

New  Hampshire  ...  886  86,584 

Massachusetts     ...  1,677  176,680 

Conneoticnt         ...  869  87.604 

Rhode  IsUnd       ...  245  261688 

Vermont              ...  1,000  102,912 

New  York           ...  2,948  802,448 

New  Jersey         ...  428  44,208 

Pennsylvania       ...  947  98,688 

Delaware            ...  27  2,786 

Maryland             ...  222  28,184 

Vhginia              -        .        -  •  667  67,200 

North  Carolina    ...  236  23,520 

South  Carolina   ...  Ill  11,282 

Geoigia               ...  42  4,608 

Eentuoky            ...  452  46,704 

East  Tennessee  ...  96  9,504 

West  Tennessee  ...  Ill  11,520 

Ohio                    ...  661  67,776 

Louisiana           ...  3  288 

Indiana               ...  106  10,464 

Illinois                 ...  14  1,844 

Missouri              ...  7  816 

Alabama             ...  9  1,006 

Mississippi           ...  8  912 

Michigan             ...  8  912 

Columbia           ...  38  4,824 


Total 


13,961  $1,884,788 


Presidents  Message, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidsxt  of  thb  United  States  : 

FeUow-dtkime  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Repreaentativet : 

Many  important  subiects  will  claim  your  attentkm 
during  the  present  session,  of  which  I  shall  endeavor 
to  give,  in  aid  of  your  deliberations,  a  just  idea  in 
this  communication.  I  undertake  this  duty  with 
di£Sdence,  fix)m  the  vast  extent  of  the  interests  on 
which  I  have  to  treat,  and  of  their  great  importance 
to  every  portion  of  our  Union.  I  enter  on  it  with 
zeal,  £rom  a  thorough  conviction  that  there  never 
was  a' period,  smoe  the  establishment  of  our  Bevohi. 
tion,  when,  regarding  the  condition  of  the  dviliied 
world,  and  its  bearing  on  us,  there  was  greater 
necessity  for  devotion  in  the  public  servants  to  their 
respective  duties,  or  for  virtue,  patriotism,  and  union, 
in  our  constituents. 

Meeting  in  you  a  new  Congress,  I  deem  it  proper 
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to  present  this  vie«r  of  public  afftdn  in  greater  detail 
than  might  otherwise  be  necessary.  I  do  i^  howev- 
er,  with  pecuUar  satisfaction,  from  a  knowledge  that, 
in  this  respect,  I  shall  comply  more  folly  with  the 
sound  principles  of  onr  Goremment.  The  people 
being  with  ns  ezclnsiToly  the  sovereign,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  full  information  be  laid  before  them  on 
all  important  subjects,  to  enable  them  to  exercise 
that  hiffh  power  with  complete  eflbct  If  kept  in  the 
dark,  they  must  be  incompetent  to  it  We  are  all 
liable  to  error,  and  ^ose  who  are  engaged  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs  are  more  subject  to  ex- 
citement, and  to  be  led  astray  by  tiieir  particular 
interests  and  passions,  than  the  great  body  of  our 
constituents,  who,  living  at  home,  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  ordinary  avocations,  are  cahn  but  deeply  inter- 
ested spectators  of  events,  and  of  the  conduct  of  those 
who  are  parties  to  them.  To  the  people,  every  de- 
partment of  the  Government^  and  every  individual  in 
each,  are  responsible,  and  the  more  full  their  informa- 
tion, the  better  they  can  judge  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy  pursued,  and  of  the  conduct  of  each  in  regard 
to  it.  From  their  dispassionate  judgment,  much  aid 
may  always  be  obtained,  while  their  approbation  will 
form  the  greatest  uoentive,  and  most  gratifying  re- 
ward, for  virtuous  actions,  and  tiie  dread  of  their 
censure  the  best  security  against  the  abuse  of  their 
confidence.  Their  interests,  in  all  vital  questions, 
axe  the  same,  and  the  bond  by  sentiment,  as  well  as 
by  interest  will  be  proportionably  strengthened  as 
they  are  better  informed  of  the  real  state  of  public 
affairs,  especially  in  difficult  conjunctures.  It  is  by 
such  knowledge  that  local  prejudices  and  jealousies 
are  surmounted,  and  that  a  national  policy,  extend- 
ing its  fostering  care  and  protection  to  all  the  great 
interests  of  our  Union,  is  formed  and  steadily  ad- 
hered to. 

A  precise  knowledge  of  our  relations  with  foreign 
powers,  as  respects  our  negotiations  and  transactions 
with  each,  is  thought  to  be  particularly  necessary. 
Equally  necessary  is  it,  that  we  should  form  a  just 
estimate  of  our  resources,  revenue,  and  progress  in 
every  kind  of  improvement  connected  with  the  na- 
tional prosperity  and  public  defence.  It  is  by  ren- 
dering justice  to  other  nations,  that  we  may  expect 
it  from  them.  It  is  by  our  ability  to  resent  injuries, 
and  redress  wrongs,  that  we  may  avoid  them. 

Ther  commissioners  uinder  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  disagreed  in  their  opinions 
respecting  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain, 
the  establishment  of  which  had  been  submitted  to 
them,  have  made  their  respective  reports,  in  compli- 
ance with  that  article,  that  the  same  might  be  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  cf  a  friendly  power.  It  being 
manifest,  however,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  any  power  to  perform  that  office  with- 
out great  delay  and  much  inconvenience  to  itself,  a 
proposal  has  been  made  by  this  Government,  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  that  of  Great  Britain,  to  endeavor  to 
establish  that  boundary  by  amicable  negotiation.  It 
appearing,  from  long  experience,  that  no  satisfactory 
arrangement  could  be  formed  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies  in  this  hemisphere,  by  legislative  acts,  while 
each  party  pursued  its  own  course,  witiiont  agree- 
ment or  concert  with  the  other,  a  proposal  has  been 
made  to  the  British  Government  to  regulate  this 
commerce  by  treaty,  as  it  has  been  to  arrange,  in 
ISka  manner,  the  just  claim  of  the  eitiiens  of  the  Unit- 1 


ed  States  inhabiting  the  States  and  Territories  bor- 
dering on  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  empty  into  tho 
St.  Lawrence,  to  the  navisation  of  that  river  to  the 
ocean.  For  these  and  other  objects^  of  high  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  of  both  parties,  a  negotiation 
has  been  opened  with  the  Britim  Government  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  have  a  satisfactory  result 

The  commissioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  successfully 
closed  their  labors  in  relation  to  the  sixth,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  dischaige  of  those  relating  to  the 
seventh.    Their  progress  in  the  extensive  survey,  re- 

2uired  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  justifief 
be  presumption  that  it  will  be  completed  in  the  en- 
suing year. 

The  negotiation  which  had  been  long  depending 
with  the  'Ftanch  Government  on  sevenu  important 
subjects,  and  particularly  for  a  just  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  late  wars  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  under  unjustifiable  seizures  and  con- 
fiscations of  their  property,  has  not,  as  yet,  had  tiie 
desired  effect  As  this  claim  rests  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple with  others  which  have  been  admitted  by  the 
French  Government,  it  is  not  perceived  on  what  just 
ground  it  can  be  ngected.  A  Ifinister  will  be  imme- 
diately appointed  to  proceed  to  France,  and  resume 
the  negotiation  on  this  and  other  subjects  which  may 
arise  between  the  two  nationa 

At  the  proposal  of  the  Rusaan  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, made  through  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor  re- 
ddmg  here,  a  fuU  power  and  instructions  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Bfinister  of  the  United  States  at 
St  Petersburg,  to  arrange,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
the  respective  rights  and  interests  of  the  two  nations 
on  tiie  northwest  coast  of  this  continent  A  similar 
proposal  had  been  made  by  His  Imperial  M^estf  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  likewise 
been  acceded  to.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  desirous,  by  this  friendly  prooeeding^ 
of  manifesting  the  great  vahie  which  they  have  in- 
variably attached  to  the  friendship  of  the  Emperor, 
and  their  solicitude  to  cultivate  the  best  underrtand- 
ing  with  his  Government  In  the  discussions  to 
which  this  interest  has  given  rise,  and  in  the  arrangia- 
ments  by  which  they  may  terminate,  tiie  oocasioa 
has  been  judged  proper  for  asserting,  as  a  prindpla 
in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States 
are  involved,  tibat  the  American  continents,  by  tiie 
free  and  independent  condition  which  they  have  as- 
sumed and  maintain,  are  henceforth  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  future  colonization  by  any  Europe- 
an power. 

Since  the  dose  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  th« 
commissioners  and  arbitrators  for  ascertaining  and 
determining  the  amount  of  indemnification  which 
may  be  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  decision  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  in  conformity  to  the  convention  concluded  at 
St  Petersburg,  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  one  thousand 
ei^t  hundred  and  twenty-two,  have  assembled  in 
this  dtjj  and  organized  themselves  as  a  board  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  asngned  to  them  by 
that  treaty.  The  commission  constituted  under  the 
eleventh  artkile  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-second  Feb- 
ruaiy,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  is  also  hi  ses- 
sion here ;  and  as  the  term  of  three  years,  limited  by 
the  trea^  for  the  execution  of  the  trust,  will  expire 
before  the  period  of  the  next  regular  meeting  of  Con- 
gress^ the  attention  of  the  LegiBhitnre  will  be  drawn 
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to  the  measurea  which  may  be  necessaiy  to  accom- 
plish the  olgects  for  which  the  commiadon  was  in- 
Btitated. 

In  complianoe  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  adopted  at  their  last  session,  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  the  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  to  propose  the  proscription  of  the  African 
dave  trade,  by  classing  it  under  the  denomination, 
and  inflicting  on  its  perpetrators  the  punishment  of 
piracy.  Should  this  proposal  be  acceded  to,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  this  odious  and  criminal  practice  will  be 
promptly  and  entirely  suppressed.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  it  will  be  acceded  to,  from  a  firm  belief 
that  it  is  the  most  efifectual  expedient  that  can  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  recent  war  between 
France  and  Spain,  it  was  declared  by  the  French 
Government  that  it  would  grant  no  commission  to 
privateers^  and  that  neither  the  oommeroe  of  Spain 
herself,  nor  of  neutral  nations,  should  be  molested  by 
the  naval  force  of  France,  except  in  the  breach  of  a 
lawful  blockade.  This  declaration,  which  appears 
to  have  been  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  concurring 
with  principles  proclaimed  and  cherished  by  the 
United  States,  from  the  first  establishment  of  their 
independence,  suggested  the  hope  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  proposal  for  adopting  it  as  a  per- 
manent and  invariable  rule  in  all  future  maritime 
wars  might  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
great  European  powers.  Instructions  have  accord- 
ingly been  given  to  our  Ministers  with  France,  Bus- 
na,  and  Great  Britain,  to  make  those  proposals  to 
their  respective  Governments;  and,  when  the  fiiends 
of  hmnaniigr  reflect  on  the  essential  amelioration  to 
the  condition  of  the  human  race,  which  would  result 
from  the  abolition  of  private  war  on  the  sea,  and  on 
the  great  facility  by  which  it  might  be  accomplished, 
requiring  only  the  consent  of  a  few  sovereigns,  an 
earnest  hope  is  indi^^  that  these  overtures  will 
meet  with  an  attention,  animated  by  the  spirit  in 
which  they  were  made,  smd  that  they  will  ultimately 
be  successful. 

The  Minister  appojj^it^  to  Spain  proceeded,  soon 
after  his  appointment,  fo^  Cadiz,  the  residence  of  the 
sovereign  to  whom  he  was  accredited.  In  approach- 
mg  that  port,  the  fngate  whidi  conveyed  him  was 
warned  off  by  the  commander  pf  the  French  squad- 
ron, l>y  which  it  was  blockaded,  and  not  pennitted 
to  enter,  although  apprised,  by  the  captain  of  the 
fingate,  of  the  public  character  of  the  person  whom  he 
had  on  board,  the  landing  of  whom  was  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  his  proposed  entry.  This  act,  being  consider- 
ed an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  ambassadors  and 
of  nations,  will  form  a  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
Government  of  France,  against  the  officer  by  whom  it 
was  committed. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  public  finances  more 
than  realizes  the  favorable  anticipations  that  were  en- 
tertained of  it  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of 
Gongrass.  On  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  of  four  millions  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents.  From  that  time  to 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  the  receipts  an^onnted  to 
upwards  of  sixteen  millions  one  hundred  tiiousand 
dollars,  and  the  expenditures  to  eleven  millions  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  During  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  will 
at  least  equal  the  expenditures,  and  that  there  wUl 


remain  in  the  Treasuiy,  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy 
next,  a  surplus  of  nearly  nine  millions  of  dollars. 

On  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  a  large  amount  of  the  war  debt,  and  a 
part  of  the  Revolutionary  debt,  become  redeemable. 
Additional  portions  of  tiie  former  will  continue  to 
become  redeemable,  annuully,  until  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that,  if  the  United  States  remain  at  peace,  tiie  whole 
of  that  debt  may  be  redeemed  by  the  ordinaiy  reve- 
nue of  those  years,  during  that  period,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  'act  of  March  thud,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventeen,  creating  the  Sinking  Fund;  and  in 
that  case  the  cmly  part  of  the  debt  £at  will  remain, 
after  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  will 
be  the  seven  milhons  of  five  per  cent,  stock  subscrib- 
ed to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  three 
per  cent  Revolutionary  debt,  amounting  to  thirteen 
millions  two  hundred  and  ninely-six  uiousand  and 
ninety-nine  dollars  and  six  cents,  both  of  which  are 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grovemment. 

The  state  of  the  Army,  and  its  organization  and 
discipline,  has  been  gradually  improving  for  several 
years,  and  has  now  attained  a  high  degree  of  perfec- 
tion. The  military  disbursements  have  been  regu- 
larly made,  and  the  accounts  regularly  and  promj^y 
rendered  for  settlement  The  supplies  of  various  de- 
scriptions have  been  of  good  quality,  and  regularly 
issued  at  all  of  the  posts.  A  system  of  economy  and 
accountability  has  been  introduced  into  every  brandi 
of  the  service,  which  admits  of  little  additional  im- 
provement This  desirable  state  has  been  attained 
by  the  act  reorganizing  the  staff  of  the  Army,  passed 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

The  moneys  appropriated  for  fortifications  have 
been  regularly  and  economically  applied,  and  all  the 
works  i^vanced  as  rapidly  as  the  amount  appropri- 
ated would  admit  Three  important  works  will  be 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  year ;  that  is.  Fort 
Washington,  Fort  Delaware,  and  the  fort  at  the  Rig- 
olets,  in  Louisiana. 

The  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  Topographical 
corps,  have  been  in  constant  and  active  service,  in 
surveying  the  coast,  and  projecting  the  works  neces- 
sary for  its  defence. 

The  Military  Academy  has  attained  a  degree  of 
perfection  in  its  discipline  and  instruction,  equal,  it 
is  believed,  to  any  institution  of  its  kind  in  any 
country. 

The  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  has  been  regolarly  and  economi- 
cally applied.  The  fabrication  q£  arms  at  the  nation- 
al armories,  and  by  contract  with  the  department, 
has  been  gradually  improving  in  quality  and  cheap- 
ness It  is  believed  that  their  quidity  is  now  such  as 
to  admit  of  but  little  improvement 

The  completion  of  the  fortifications  renders  it 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  suitable  appropria- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  fabricating  the  cannon  and 
carriages  necessary  for  those  works. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars 
for  exploring  the  Western  waters  for  the  location  of 
a  site  for  a  Western  armory,  a  commission  was  in- 
stituted, consisting  of  Colonel  McRee,  Colonel  Lee, 
and  Captain  Talcott,  who  have  been  engaged  in  ex- 
ploring the  country.  They  have  not  yet  reported 
the  result  of  their  labors,  but  it  is  believed  that  they 
will  be  prepared  to  do  it  at  an  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 
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During  the  month  of  Jnne  last,  General  Ashley 
and  his  party,  who  were  trading  under  a  license 
from  the  Govenunent,  were  attacked  by  the  lUca- 
Tees  while  peaceably  trading  with  the  Indians,  at 
their  request  Sereral  of  the  party  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  their  property  taken  or  de- 
stroyed. 

Colonel  Leavenworth,  who  commanded  Fort  At- 
kinson, at  the  Council  Bluffi,  the  most  western 
post,  apprehending  that  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Rica- 
rees  would  extend  to  other  tribes  in  that  quarter, 
and  that  thereby  the  Hves  of  the  traders  on  the 
Missouri,  and  the  peace  of  the  frotitier,  would  be  en- 
dangered, took  immediate  measures  to  check  the 
evil 

With  a  detachment  of  the  reg^ent  stationed  at 
the  Bluife,  he  successfully  attacked  the  Ricaree  vil- 
lage, and  it  is  hoped  that  such  an  impression  has 
b^  made  on  them,  as  well  as  on  the  other  tribes  on 
the  Missouri,  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  future 
hostility. 

The  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  will  exhibit,  in  greater  detail, 
the  condition  of  the  department  in  its  various 
branches,  and  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
its  administration,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year. 

Tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  is 
now  communicated,  furnishes  an  account  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department,  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with  the  progress  made 
in  augmenting  the  Navy,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  in  commission  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

The  usual  force  has  been  maintained  in  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea,  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  has  afforded  the  necessaxy  protec- 
tion to  our  commerce  in  those  seas.' 

In  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  our 
naval  force  has  been  augmented,  by  the  addition  of 
several  small  vessels,  provided  for  by  the  "  act  author- 
izing an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy,"  passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session. 
That  armament  has  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  object.  The  piracies  by  which 
our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  had  been  afflicted,  have  been  repressed,  and 
the  confidence  of  our  merchants,  in  a  great  measure, 
restored. 

The  patriotic  zeal  and  enterprise  of  Commodore 
Porter,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was 
confided,  has  been  fully  seconded  bv  the  officers  and 
men  under'  his  command.  And,  m  reflecting  with 
high  satisfaction  on  the  honorable  manner  in  which 
they  have  sustained  the  reputation  of  their  country 
and  it4  navy,  the  sentiment  is  alloyed  only  by  a  con- 
cern, that,  in  the  fulfilment  of  that  arduous  service, 
the  diseases  incident  to  the  season,  and  to  the  climate 
in  which  it  was  discharged,  have  deprived  the  nation 
of  many  useful  lives,  and  among  them  of  several 
officers  of  great  promise. 

Although  our  expedition,  co-operating  with  an  in- 
vigorated administration  of  the  government  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  and  with  the  corresponding  active 
exertions  of  a  British  naval  force  in  the  same  seas, 
have  aknost  entirely  destroyed  the  unlicensed  piracies 
from  that  bland,  &e  success  of  our  exertions  has 
not  been  equally  effectual  to  suppress  the  same  crime 
under  other  pretences  and  colors,  in  the  neighboring 
island  of  Porto  Rico.    They  have  been  committed 


there  under  the  abusive  issue  of  Spanish  commis- 
sions. At  an  early  period  of  the  present  year,  re- 
monstrances were  made  to  the  Governor  of  that  isl- 
and, by  an  agent  who  was  sent  for  the  purpose, 
against  those  outrages  on  the  peaceftil  eonmierce  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  many  had  occurred. 
That  officer,  professing  his  own  want  of  authority  to 
make  satisfaction  for  our  just  complaints,  answered 
only  by  a  reference  of  them  to  the  Government  of 
Spiun.  The  Minister  of  ^e  United  States  to  that 
Court  was  specially  instructed  to  urge  the  necessity 
of  the  immediate  and  efibctnal  interposition  of  that 
Government,  directing  restitution  and  indemnity  for 
wrongs  already  committed,  and  interdicting  the  repe- 
tition of  them.  The  Minister,  as  has  been  seen,  was 
debarred  access  to  the  Spanish  (lovemment,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  several  new  cases  of  flagrant  outrage 
have  occurred,  and  citizens  of  the  Umted  States  in 
the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  have  suffered,  and  others 
been  threatened  with  assassination,  for  asserting 
their  unquestionable  rights,  even  before  the  lawftu 
tribunal  of  the  country. 

The  usual  orders  have  been  given  to  all  our  public 
ships  to  seize  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  and  bring  them  in  for  ad^jucucation ;  and  I 
have  the  gratification  to  state,  that  not  one  so  em- 
ployed has  been  discovered,  and  there  is  g^ood  reason 
to  believe  that  our  flag  is  now  seldom,  if  at  ^  dis- 
graced by  that  traffic. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  that  we  are  al- 
ways enabled  to  recur  to  the  conduct  of  our  navy 
with  pride  and  commendation.  As  a  means  of  na- 
tional defence  it  enjoys  the  public  confidence,  and  is 
steadily  assuming  additional  importance.  It  is  sub- 
mitted, whether  a  more  efficient  and  equally  econom- 
ical organization  of  it  might  not,  in  several  respects, 
be  effected.  It  is  supposed  that  higher  grades  than 
now  exist  by  law,  would  be  useful.  They  would  af- 
ford well-merited  rewards  to  those  who  have  long 
and  faithfully  served  their  country ;  present  the  best 
incentives  to  good  conduct,  and  the  best  means  of 
insuring  a  proper  diaoipline ;  destroy  the  inequality 
in  that  respect  between  military  and  naval  services; 
and  relieve  our  officers  from  many  inconveniences 
and  mortifications,  which  occur  when  our  vessels 
meet  those  of  other  nations— ours  being  the  only 
service  in  which  such  grades  do  not  exist 

A  report  of  the  Postmaster-General,  which  accom- 
panies this  communication,  will  show  the  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  its  general 
operations  for  some  years  past 

A  revision  of  some  j^arts  of  the  post  office  law  may 
be  necessary ;  and  it  is  submitted,  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
postmasters,  where  the  compensation  exceeds  a  cer- 
tain amount,  by  nomination  to  the  Senate,  as 
other  officers  of  the  General  Government  are  ap- 
pointed. 

Having  communicated  my  views  to  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  respecting  the 
encouragement  which  onf  ht  to  be  ffiven  to  our  man- 
ufactures, and  the  principle  on  which  it  should  be 
founded,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  those  views  remain 
unchanged,  and  that  the  present  state  of  those  coun- 
tries with  which  we  have  the  most  immediate  politi- 
cal relations,  and  greatest  commercial  intercourse, 
tends  to  confirm  them.  Under  this  impression,  I  re- 
commend a  review  of  the  tariff^  for  the  purpose  of 
afibrding  such  additional  protection  to  those  articles 
which  we  are  prepared  to  manufaotore,  or  which  an 
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more  ixmnediatelj  connected  with  the  defence  and  in- 
dependence of  the  conntiy. 

The  actual  state  of  the  pnblic  acconnts  furnishes 
additional  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the  present 
system  of  accountability,  in  relation  to  the  pnblic  ex- 
penditure. Of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
since  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  the  sum  remaining  unaccounted 
for,  on  the  thirtieth  of  September  last*  is  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  less  than  on  the  thirtieth 
of  September  preceding ;  and  during  the  some  period, 
a  reduction  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  bos  been 
made  in  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  accounts  for 
moneys  advanced  previously  to  the  fourth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen.  It  will 
be  obvious  that,  in  proportion  as  the  mass  of  accounts 
of  the  latter  description  is  diminished,  by  settlement, 
the  difficulty  of  settling  the  residue  is  increased, 
from  the  consideration  that,  in  many  instances^  it 
can  be  obtained  only  by  legal  process.  For  more 
precise  details  on  this  subject,  I  refer  to  a  report 
from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

The  sum  which  was  appropriated  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  has  been 
applied  with  good  effect  to  that  object.  A  final  re- 
port has  not  been  received  from  uie  agent  who  was 
appointed  to  superintend  it  As  soon  as  it  is  receiv- 
ed, it  shall  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

Biany  patriotic  and  enlightened  citizens,  who  have 
made  the  sulgect  an  object  of  particular  investigation, 
have  suggested  an  improvement  of  still  greater  im- 
portance. They  are  of  opinion  that  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  may  be  connected  together,  by 
one  continued  canal,  and  at  an  expense  far  short  of 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  object  to  be  obtained. 
If  this  could  be  accomplished,  it  is  impossible  to  cal- 
culate the  beneficial  consequences  which  would  result 
from  it  A  great  portion  of  the  produce  or  the  very 
fertile  oonntxy  through  which  it  will  pass,  would  find 
a  market  through  that  channel.  Troops  might  be 
moved  with  great  facility  in  war,  with  cannon,  and 
eveiy  kind  of  munition,  and  in  either  direction. 
Connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Western  country, 
in  a  line  passing  through  the  Seat  of  the  National 
Government,  it  would  contribute  essentially  to 
strengthen  ^e  bond  of  union  itself.  Believing,  as  I 
do,  that  Congress  have  the  right  to  appropriate 
money  for  such  a  national  object,  (the  jurisdiction 
remaining  to  the  States  through  which  the  canal 
would  pass,)  I  submit  it  to  your  consideration  whether 
It  may  not  be  advisable  to  authorize,  by  an  adequate 
appropriation,  the  employment  of  a  suitable  number 
of  the  officers  of  tiie  ooips  of  engineers,  to  examine 
ihe  unexplored  ground,  during  the  next  session,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon.  It  will  likewise  be 
proper  to  extend  their  examination  to  the  several 
routes  through  which  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  may  be 
connected,  by  canals,  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

A  strong  hope  has  been  long  entertained,  founded 
on  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  they  would 
succeed  in  their  contest,  and  resume  their  equal  sta- 
tion among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  believed 
that  the  whole  civilized  world  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  tiieur  welfare.  Although  no  power  has  declared  in 
their  &vor,  yet  none,  according  to  our  information, 
has  taken  part  against  them.  Their  cause  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which 
might,  ere  tlds,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people. 
The  ordinary  calculations  of  interest,  and  of  acquisi- 
tion, with  a  view  to  aggrandizement^  which  mingle 


so  much  in  the  transactions  of  nations,  seem  to  hare 
had  no  effect  in  regard  to  them.  From  the  facts 
which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  good 
cause  to  beUeve  that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  all 
dominion  over  them ;  that  Greece  will  become  again 
an  independent  nation.  That  she  may  obtain  that 
rank,  is  the  object  of  our  most  ardent  wishes. 

It  was  stated  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
session,  that  a  great  effort  was  then  making  in  Spsdn 
and  Portugal  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  pe<^1e 
of  those  countries,  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  con- 
ducted with  extraordinaiy  moderation.  It  need 
scarcely  be  remarked,  that  the  result  has  been,  so 
far,  yejj  different  from  what  was  then  anticipated. 
Of  events  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  which 
we  have  so  much  intercourse^  and  from  which  we 
derive  our  origin,  we  have  always  been  anxious  and 
interested  spectators.  The  citizens  of  the  United 
States  cherish  sentiments  the  most  friendly,  in  favor 
of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  their  fellow-men  on 
that  side  of  the  Atiantic.  In  the  wars  of  the  Euro- 
pean powers,  in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we 
have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  cbes  it  comport  with 
our  policy  so  to  do.  It  is  only  when  our  rights  aie 
invaded,  or  seriously  menaoed,  that  we  resent  inju- 
ries, or  make  preparation  for  our  defence.  With  the 
movements  in  this  hemisphere,  we  are,  of  necessity, 
more  immediately  connected,  and  by  causes  which 
must  be  obvious  to  all  enlightened  and  impartial  ol^ 
servers.  The  political  system  of  the  allied  powecs 
is  essentially  diflferent,  in  thid  respect^  from  that  of 
America.  This  difference  proceeds  from  that  which  • 
exists  in  their  respective  Governmental  And  to  the 
defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been  achieved  by  the 
loss  of  80  much  blood  and  treasuie,  and  matured  by 
the  wisdom  of  their  most  enlightened  citizens,  and 
under  which  we  have  enjoyed  unexampled  felicity, 
this  whole  nation  is  devoted.  We  owe  it,  therefore^ 
to  candor  and  to  the  amicable  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  those  powers,  to  declare^ 
that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  tiieir  part  to 
extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemi- 
nphere,  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety.  With 
the  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  £urc^>ean 

S)wer,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  iuteifero. 
ut,  with  the  Governments  who  have  declared  their 
independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whoso  inde- 
pendence we  have,  on  ereat  consideration,  and  on 
just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not  view  any 
mtei^osition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  them,  or 
controlling,  in  any  other  manner,  their  destiny,  by 
any  European  power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  the 
manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States.  In  the  war  between  those  new 
Grovemments  and  Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality 
at  the  time  of  their  recognition,  and  to  this  we  have 
adhered,  and  shall  continue  to  adhere,  provided  no 
change  shall  occur,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
competent  authorities  of  this  Government,  shall 
make  a  corresponding  change,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  indispensable  to  their  security.* 

*  This  paragraph,  the  latter  part  of  It,  oommencing  at, 
**■  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  to  declare,'*  &«.,  eontains 
the  doctrine  so  much  quoted  then,  and  since,  as  the  **  Mon- 
roe doctrine;"  and  the  extent  and  nature  of  which  has 
been  so  greatly  misunderstood.  It  has  been  generally  re- 
garded as  promising  a  sort  of  political  protecUun,  or  goaid- 
ianship  of  the  two  Americas— the  United  States  to  stand 
guard  over  the  New  World,  and  repulse  all  iatmslve  cote 
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If  we  compare  the  present  condition  of  our  Union, 
with  its  actual  state  at  the  close  of  onr  Rerolntion, 
the  history  of  the  world  fnmishes  no  example  of  a 
progress,  in  improvement  in  all  the  important  circum- 
stances which  constitute  the  happiness  of  a  nation, 
whidi  hears  anjr  resemblance  to  it.  At  the  first 
epoch,  our  population  did  not  exceed  three  millions. 
By  the  last  census,  it  amounted  to  about  ten  millions, 
and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  it  is  almost  alto- 

nists  from  Its  sborea.  Nothinip  ooold  be  more  erroneovs, 
or  more  at  wsr  with  our  eBtabllshed  prlaofples  of  non-inter- 
ferenoe  with  other  natlona  The  dodantlon  Iteelf  did  not 
import  any  each  high  miaeloa,  and  responsible  attitode  for 
the  United  States:  it  went  no  Airther  than  to  declare,  that 
any  Earopeaa  Hktexferenoe  to  c<Mitrol  the  destiny  of  the 
new  American  States^  would  be  considered  as  the  manifes- 
tation of  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  United  States. 
This  was  rery  fiir  ft^nn  being  a  pledge  to  take  up  arms  in 
deAMMe  of  the  invaded  American  States ;  and  the  perM>n 
of  all  others,  after  Mr.  Monroe  himseli;  and  hardly  less 
aitthorttatiTe  on  this  point— Mr.  Adams,  hts  snccessor  in 
the  presidency— has  given  the  exact  and  whole  extent  of 
what  was  intended  by  the  declaration.  It  was  simply  to 
estabUah  a  onion  of  sentiment  on  this  point  among  all  the 
States  of  the  two  Americas ;  leaving  each  State  to  goard  its 
torritorles  by  its  own  means,  without  any  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  engage  in  their  defence.  It 
was  in  the  year  182d,  when  Mr.  Adams  had  become  Presi- 
dent, and  had  Instituted  the  mission  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Spanish  American  States  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  that 
he  gave  this  authoritative  exposition  of  the  scope  and  ex- 
teat  of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  One  of  the  subjects  with 
which  the  United  States  mintsters  to  that  Congress  were 
charged,  was  to  prevail  upon  them  to  adopt  this  doctrine  as 
a  cardinal  point  in  their  policy ;  and,  in  presenting  this  sub- 
ject to  them,  it  was  natural  and  right  that  he  should  let 
them  know  precisely  to  what  they  engaged  themselves,  and 
what  they  were,  or  were  not,  to  expect  from  the  United 
States,  in  the  event  of  adopting  it  This  very  proper  infor- 
mation was  communicated  In  these  words:  *'An  agree- 
ment between  all  the  parties  represented  at  the  meeting, 
that  each  will  guard,  by  its  own  means,  against  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  ftiture  European  colony  within  Its  borders, 
may  be  found  advisable.  This  was,  more  than  two  years 
since,  announced  by  my  predecessor  to  the  world,  as  a 
principle  resulting  from  the  emancipation  of  both  the 
American  continents.  It  may  be  so  developed  to  the  new 
Southern  nations,  that  they  may  feel  it  as  an  essential  ap- 
pendage to  their  independence."  These  were  the  words  of 
Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  a  member  of  Mr.  Monroe's  cabi- 
net, and  filling  the  department  from  which  the  doctrine 
would  emanate— written  at  a  time  when  the  enunciation  of 
it  was  still  fresh,  and  when  he  himsell^  in  a  communication 
to  the  American  Senate,  was  btylng  it  down  for  the  adoption 
of  all  the  American  nations  in  a  general  Congress  of  their 
deputies.  The  circumstances  of  this  communication  ren- 
der it  incredible  that  he  could  be  deceived  In  his  under- 
standing of  this  impressive  doctrine ;  and,  according  to  him, 
this  Monroe  doctrine— (under  which  it  has  been  of  late 
supposed  that  the  United  States  wore  to  stand  guard  over 
the  two  Americas,  and  repulse  all  intrusive  European  colo- 
nies from  their  shores)— was  entirely  confined  to  our  own 
borders :  that  it  wss  only  proposed  to  get  the  other  States 
of  the  New  World  to  agree  that,  each  for  itsolA  and  by  Its 
own  means,  it  should  guard  Its  own  territories:  and,  con- 
sequently, that  the  United  States,  so  for  ttom  extending 
gratuitous  protection  to  the  territories  of  other  States, 
would  not  commit  itself  either  to  give,  or  receive  aid,  in 


gather  natire ;  for  the  emigration  from  other  conn- 
tries  has  been  inconsiderable.  At  the  first  epoch, 
half  the  territory  within  our  acknowledged  limits 
was  nninhabited  and  a  wilderness.  Since  then,  new 
territory  has  been  acquired,  of  vast  extent,  compris- 
ing within  it  many  rivers,  particularly  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  navigation  of  which  to  the  ocean  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  original  States.  Over 
this  territory,  our  population  has  expanded  in  every 
direction,  and  new  States  have  been  established,  al- 
most equal  in  number  to  those  which  formed  the 
first  bond  of  our  Union.  This  expansion  of  our  popu- 
lation, and  accession  of  new  States  to  our  Union, 
have  had  the  happiest  effect  on  all  its  highest  in- 
terests. That  it  has  eminently  augmented  our  re- 
sources, and  added  to  our  strength  and  respectability 
as  a  power,  is  admitted  by  aU.  But  it  is  not  in 
these  important  circumstances  only  that  this  hi^)py 
e£fect  is  felt.  It  is  manifest  that,  by  enlarging  the 
basis  of  our  system,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
States,  the  system  itself  has  been  greatly  strengthened 
in  both  its  branches.  Gonsoli&tion  and  disunion 
have  thereby  been  rendered  equaOy  impracticable. 
Each  Government,  confiding  in  its  own  strezigth, 
has  less  to  apprehend  firom  the  other ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, each  enjoying  a  greater  freedom  of  action, 
is  rendered  more  efficient  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  instituted.  It  is  nnnecessaiy  to  treal^ 
here,  of  the  vast  hnprovement  made  in  the  system 
itself,  by  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  of  its 
happy  effiict  in  elevating  the  character,  and  in  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  the  nation,  as  weU  as  of  indi- 
viduals. To  what  then  do  we  owe  these  blessings? 
It  is  known  to  all  that  we  derive  them  Arom  the  ex- 
cellence of  our  institutions.  Ought  we  not  then  to 
adopt  every  measure  which  may  bs  necessaiy  to  per- 
petuate them  ?  JAMES  MONROE. 
Washingtoh,  December  2, 1828. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docaments 
were  read^  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holmegl 
of  Maine,  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof  ana 
fifteen  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage, were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate.  

WBDmBSDAT,  December  8. 
The  resolution  authorizing  Moun^oy  Bayly 
to  employ  an  assistant  and  norses  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


any  such  enterprise,  but  that  eaeh  should  use  its  own 
means,  within  its  own  borders,  for  its  own  exemption  from 
European  eolonial  intrusion.  And  this  wss  in  exact  eon- 
formlty  to  an  earlj  and  cherished  policy,  enunciated  by 
Wsshington,  and  sanctioned  by  the  public  sentiment  of  two 
generations :  **  ITo  entangling  aUianoee.'^ 

The  ocesslon  for  the  Monroe  declaration  was  this :  Four  of 
the  powers  which  overthrew  the  great  Emperor,  Napoleon 
the  First,  to  wit:  Sussla,  Austria  Prussia,  France,  consti- 
tuting themselves  a  **  Holy  Aldanoe,"  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  order  of  things  which  they  had  established  In  Europe, 
took  It  under  advisement  to  extend  their  care  to  the  young 
American  Bopubllcs  of  Spanish  origin,  and  to  convert  tiiem 
into  monarchies,  to  be  governed  by  sovereigna  of  European 
stocks— such  as  the  Holy  Allies  should  put  upon  him.  It 
was  sgainst  the  extension  of  this  European  system  to  the 
two  Americas,  that  Mr.  Monroe  protested ;  and  being  Joined 
in  that  protest  by  Qreat  Britain,  the  pn^eetcf  the  alUsi 
wss  given  up. 
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Fbidat,  December  6. 

John  H.  Eatok,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
Bee;  Jakes  D'Wolp,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  and  Nin- 
lAN  Edwakds,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  sev- 
erally attended. 

Andbew  Jackson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laiihan, 

Beaohed,  vnaanimoudy^  That  the  memben  of  the 
Senate  wear  the  usoal  mournings  for  thirty  days,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Eujah 
BoAKDMAN,  a  Semitor  from  Comiecticut,  who  has  de- 
ceased siuoe  the  last  session. 


Monday,  December  8. 
BiOHABD  M.  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  stated,  that  he  had  neglected 
bzinging  his  credentials  with  him,  expecting 
they  would  be  forwarded  by  the  proper  author- 
ity of  the  State,  and  which  he  still  supposed 
would  speedily  be  done :  Whereupon,  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him,  and 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

AecounU  of  Oat^mor  Tamphins, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsident  of  thb  United  States  : 

7b  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States  : 

By  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was 
made  the  dnty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
uiy  to  adjust  and  settle  the  acconnts  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  accounting  officers  have,  in  com- 
pliance with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of 
^86,190,  in  favor  of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  re- 
port I  have  had  under  consideration,  together  with 
nis  ciaun  to  an  additional  allowance,  and  should  have 
decided  on  the  same  before  the  present  time,  had  I 
not  delayed  my  decimon  at  his  request  From  the 
view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject,  I  am  Bati»- 
fied«  considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  a  larger  sum  ought  to  be  allowed  him  than  that 
reported  by  the  accounting  officers  cf  the  Treasury. 
No  appropriation,  however,  having  been  made  by 
the  act,  and  it  appearing,  by  recent  infonnation  from 
him,  that  the  sum  reported  would  afford  him  an  es- 
sential accommodation  at  this  time,  the  subject  is 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  that  object 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

Washington  Crrr,  Ike.  7, 1828. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  after  the  consid- 
eration of  Execative  business,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 
A  letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  James 
Brown,  (recently  appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the  Prendent 
of  the  Senate  was  requested  to  give  notice  of 
this  resignation  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Election  of  ChaplavM, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  Sen- 
ate then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Ohaplain 
on  their  part 

And  the  Rev.  Dr.  Statjghton  was  declared 
to  he  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
present  session. 

Thubsdat,  December  11. 
AfMndment   of  the  Constitutum— Flection  of 

President  and  Vice  President — JDireet  Vote 

hy  the  People, 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Bbnton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  resolution,  which  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed : 

That,  for  the  porpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall 
be  divided,  by  the  Legislature  thereof  into  a  number 
of  districts  eqnal  to  Sie  whole  number  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Congress ;  each  district  shall  be  com- 
posed of  contigaous  territory,  and  shall  eontain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  enti- 
tled, by  the  constitution,  to  be  represented,  and  on 
such  days  as  Congress  shall  determine,  which  days 
shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States,  the 
citisens  of  each  State,  who  may  be  qualified  to  vote 
for  a  Representative  in  Congress,  shall  meet  at  such 
places  within  their  respective  districts  as  the  Legisla- 
ture of  each  State  shall  appoint ;  and  each,  in  his 
proper  person,  shall  vote  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, one  of  whom,  at  the  least,  shall  not  be  an  in- 
habitant of  the  same  State  with  himself;  and  sepa- 
rate triplicate  lists  shall  be  kept  of  all  the  voters,  and 
of  all  ^e  votes  given  for  each  person  as  President, 
and  for  each  as  v  ice  President.  All  the  votes,  so 
given  in  each  district,  shall  be  collected  forthwith,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  may  di- 
rect, at  some  one  convenient  place  within  the  disbriot ; 
and  the  votes  given  for  each  candidate  shaR  be  added 
together,  and  the  person  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  for  President,  and  the  one  havmg  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  Vice  President,  shsJl  be  certified 
as  duly  preferred  in  said  district,  and  shaU  be  entitied 
to  one  vote  each  for  the  respective  offices  for  which 
they  are  candidates;  but,  u  two  or  more  persons 
shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes  in  such  district 
election,  for  the  same  office,  then  the  returning  offi- 
cers shall  decide  between  them,  and  certify  accord- 
ingly. Triplicate  certificates  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  for  each  candidate  shall  be  made  out,  and 
transmitted,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  direct, 
to  the  Seat  of  Grovemment  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate 
shall,  in  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of -Repre- 
sentatives, open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted.    The  person  having  the  grest> 
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est  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  Presi- 
denty  if  such  namber  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  the 
whole  nnmber  of  electoral  votes  within  the  United 
States;  and  if  no  person  have  sooh  minority,  then  the 
President  shall  be  ohosen  by  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
'  tives,  from  Ae  three  having  the  greatest  nnmber  of 
votes  for  President^  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitntion. 

The  person  having  the  sreatest  nnmber  of  votes 
for  Vice  President  shall  be  ma  Vice  President,  if  such 
nnmber  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  electoral  districts,  and  if  no  person  have  such  ma- 
jority, then  the  Vice  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  from  the  two  persons  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  that  office,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  by  the  constitution. 


Monday,  Deoembei*  16. 
Elijah  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massachu- 
'  setts,  attended. 

Amendment  qf  the  Constitution — EUotion  of 
Frendent  and  Vice  Freeident — Electors  to 
continue  Voting  until  an  Election  should  he 
J^ected. 

Inparsnance  of  a  notice  given  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Hatnb  rose  to  ask  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion to  propose  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
rid  States  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President  by  the 
Electors,  and  to  prevent  the  election  from  de- 
volving, in  any  event,  upon  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  necessity  of  some  change,  at 
present,  is  too  obvious  to  be  disregarded.  That 
some  amendment  is  necessary — some  provision 
against  this  defect  in  the  constitution — ^is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands.  Even  his  venerable  friend, 
Mr.  H.  said,  who  had  stood  here  for  thirty 
years,  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  constitution, 
(alluding  probably  to  Mr.  Maook,}  yielded  to 
the  conviction  that  some  alteration  was  neces- 
sary in  this  part  of  that  instrument  Two 
classes  of  amendment  had  been  suggested — the 
one,  relating  to  the  mode  of  choosing  the  Elec^ 
tors,  and  the  other,  to  the  mode  of  choice  by 
the  Electors.  So  manj  different  propositions 
had  been  offered  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
choosing  Electors,  that  it  had  been  thought 
proper  to  waive  that  subject.  But,  certainly, 
Mr.  H.  thought  it  infinitely  more  important  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  to  secure  the 
election,  actuallv  and  in  spirit,  by  the  Electors. 
In  all  the  modes  by  which  the  Electors  are 
chosen,  they  represent  the  true  feelings  and 
views  of  the  people.  But  this  tmlj  popular 
mode  of  election  may  fail,  because  the  choice 
does  not  happen  to  be  made  at  the  first  ballot- 
ing. The  election  ought  not  to  come  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  the  Senate;  for 
they  are  but  the  representatives  of  the  States  in 
such  an  election,  and  it  may  happen  that  a  small 
minority  may  give  a  President  to  the  nation. 
By  such  a  course  the  country  might  be  involved 
in  great  difiSculty.  1  he  remedy  appeared  so  ob- 
vious, and  so  immediately  upon  the  surface  of 


the  subject,  Mr.  H.  was  surprised  that  it  had 
not  yet  been  suggested — it  is  only  to  apply  the 
same  rule  to  this  that  is  applied  to  all  other 
elections.  On  the  failure  of  the  first  balloting 
to  produce  a  choice,  proceed  to  the  second,  and 
continue  until  the  election  is  effected.  Mr.  H. 
said  his  resolution  proposed  that  the  Electors 
should  not  be  discharged  until  thev  had  fulfilled 
their  commission ;  that,  after  the  first  balloting, 
if  the  choice  was  not  made,  they  should  be 
again  convened,  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  their  respective  States,  or  at  the  seat 
of  Qovernment 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  Mr.  Haynb  to  in- 
troduce the  resolution ;  which  was  read,  passed 
to  a  second  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TuBSDAT,  December  16. 
William  Ebllt,  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
attended. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election  of 
President  amd  Vice  President — District  Sys* 
tern. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Digeebson  asked 
and  obtdned  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  members ;  and 
Messrs.  Bsinrox,  Hayke,  Diokebson,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  and  Xellt,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

**  That,  for  the  porpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number 
of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  The  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled, by  the  constitution,  to  be  represented,  or  of 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  liCgislature.  Ldl  each 
district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  shall  choose  one 
Representative. 

*'That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives,  in 
each  district,  shall  choose  one  Elector ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  two  additional  Electors  to  which  each 
State  is  entitled,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  persons 
so  qualified  to  vote,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  shall  direct  The  Electors,  when 
convened  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law, 
for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  have  power,  in*  case 
any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector 
or  Electors,  in  place  of  him  or  them  so  fuling  to  at- 
tend. The  division  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment  shall  be  adopted,  and  immediately  after 
eveiy  future  census  and  apportionment  of  Represent- 
tives  under  the  same ;  and  such  districts  shall  not  bo 
altered  until  a  subsequent  census  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  under 
it  shall  have  been  made. 

''That,  when  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of 
votes  for  each,  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
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•eat  of  Government,  as  required  by  the  constitution, 
the  Senate  and  House  of  KepresentativeB  shall  form 
a  joint  meeting,  in  which  the  President  of  the  Senate 
shall  preside,  who  shall  then  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  the  votes  shall  be  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be 
the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  per- 
son have  such  a  majority,  then,  fiom  the  highest 
numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  lists  of  those 
voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall,  imme- 
diately, by  ballot,  choose  the  President  A  m^jorily 
of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall  be  ne- 
oessaiy  to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot ;  after  whichr  a 
pluraliiy  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as 
Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elec- 
tors appointed ;  if  no  person  have  such  a  minority, 
then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  as  directed  by 
the  constltntion. 

'*  That  no  person,  who  has  been  twice  elected  Pres- 
ident iji  the  United  States,  shall  again  be  eligible  to 
thatoflice/ 


Wbdnesdat,  December  17. 
Mr.  KiKO,  re-elected  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
hlBseat 


Thursday,  December  18. 
Daniel  D,  Tompkins, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
RuooLEs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
stated  that  this  bill  merely  provided  an  appro- 
priation of  $35,190,  which  had  been  found,  by 
the  proper  accounting  ofiicers,  under  an  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  be  due  to  Mr. 
Tompkins ;  that  the  accounts  had  come  under 
the  revision  of  the  President^  and  that  he  had 
signified  his  opinion  on  the  subject  by  a  special 
message  to  Congress.  In  that  message,  it  would 
be  recollected,  that  a  further  sum  was  supposed 
to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins,  the  investigation  of 
the  accounts  having  been  delayed  at  his  own 
reouest 

The  bill  was  then  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  received  its  tliird 
reading,  by  general  consent,  and  was  passed. 


Wednesday,  December  24. 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Bleetion  of 

President  and  Vice  President — JSestoratian  ^ 

the  Original  System, 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  ask  leave, 
in  pursuance  of  notice,  which  he  had  given  on 
Friday  last,  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President.  After  the  various 
propositions  which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  present 
any  project  which  should  bear  the  stamp  of 


novelty,  or  which  had  not  before  occurred  to 
others.  He  had,  therefore,  not  attempted  it,  nor 
had  he  relied  upon  his  own  wisdom  or  inven- 
tion in  the  amendment  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose; but  had  resorted  to  the  united  wisdom 
of  that  illustrious  band  of  patriots  and  states- 
men, who  devised  and  framed  the  excelleot 
form  of  Government,  under  which  we  have  en- 
joyed 80  much  prosperity  and  happiness ;  and 
which,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration  of 
our  rulers,  and  intelligence  and  integrity  among 
the  people,  was  calculated  to  continue  and  per- 
petuate those  blessings.  He  wished,  then,  to 
return  to  the  good  old  ways  of  our  political 
fathers,  and  to  reinstate  in  the  constitution  its 
original  provision  for  the  choice  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  This, 
Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  whole  of  his  proposition. 
It  had  met  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened  as- 
sembly to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  the  con- 
ventions of  the  several  States;  it  had  been 
tested  by  experience,  and  seemed  better  calcn- 
lated  in  time  to  come  to  effect  a  choice  by  the 
Electors  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  above 
all,  to  secure  for  the  second  office  in  the  Govern- 
ment those  qualifications  and  endowments, 
which,  m  a  good  degree,  fit  him  for  the  j^r»t. 

For  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.  M.,  was  the 
office  of  Vice  President  created  ?  Was  it  that 
he  might  preside  over  the  meetings  of  this 
House  ?  No,  sir.  If  that  had  been  the  ease, 
we  should  be  left,  like  most  other  legislative 
bodies,  to  appoint  our  own  presiding  officer. 
The  constitution  had  in  view  that  he  might  be 
called  upon,  in  certain  events,  to  exercise  the 
high  and  important  functions  of  the  chief  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate.  Hence,  it  provided  that  he 
should  be  voted  for  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  from  among  the  candidates  for  that  high 
office.  This  mode  of  election  clearly  shows 
that  his  business  in  the  Ck)vemment,  and  the 
chief  reason  of  his  appointment,  was  not  merely 
to  conduct  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  The 
first  officer  in  the  Government  might  be  arrested 
in  tiie  midst  of  his  career,  by  the  arm  of  death ; 
sickness  might  destroy  his  fkcnities ;  the  visita- 
tion of  Providence  might  prostrate  in  rains  his 
intellectual  powers ;  he  might  be  removed  by 
impeachment,  or  voluntarily  retire  from  his  ar- 
duous duties.  In  either  of  these  events,  the 
Executive  authority  must  be  administered  by 
some  individual,  and  the  mode  of  election  point- 
ed out  by  the  constitution,  as  it  originally  stood, 
would  always  secure  to  the  country,  in  the 
second  office  of  the  Government,  the  services  of 
an  enlightened  citizen,  elected  with  a  view  to 
his  quidifications  for  the  first  office,  and  pre- 
sumed to  be  capable  of  discharging  its  high  and 
important  duties.  If  this  was  tiie  object  for 
which  he  was  elected,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that, 
reasoning  a  priori,  that  object  would  be  much 
more  likely  to  be  effected,  and  with  greater  fii- 
cility  and  security,  in  the  mode  originally  point- 
ed out  in  the  constitution.  To  accomplish  the 
end  in  view,  the  Convention  had  provided,  that 
the  Electors  should  meet  in  their  respeptive 
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Statea,  and  vote  for  two  persons,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  ^oald  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
State  with  themselves ;  that  the  person  having 
a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  should 
be  the  President,  and  the  person  having  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  should  be  the 
Vice  President ;  presuming,  that,  as  both  would 
be  voted  for,  without  designation,  as  President, 
both  would  be  worthy  of  flie  office,  and  compe- 
tent to  perform  its  duties.  Experience  has 
sanctioned  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  and 
proved  the  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  to  be 
well  founded.  So  long  as  that  provision  re- 
mained a  part  of  the  constitution,  and  two 
persons  were  voted  for,  without  designation 
or  distinction,  the  person  filling  the  office 
of  Vice  President  was,  invariably,  at  a  subse- 
quent election  elevated  to  the  Executive  chair. 
But  since  that  provision  has  been  altered,  and 
the  Electors  have  been  called  upon  to  designate, 
by  their  votes,  a  person  for  a  secondary  and  in- 
ferior office,  other  views  and  other  considera- 
tions have  influenced  his  selection — ^without 
the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  further  advance- 
ment.* 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  propriety  of  the  origi- 
nal mode  of  election  was  not  only  evident  from 
tiie  deductions  of  reasoning,  ana  the  voice  of 
experience,  but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  the 
prospect  of  the  future,  and  especially  by  the 
prospect  immediately  before  the  nation.  An 
election  is  rapidly  approaching ;  and,  although 
a  constellation  of  worthies  have  been  for 
months,  and,  he  might  say,  for  years,  presented 
to  the  people,  as  candidates  for  the  Presidential 
chair,  what  singfe  individual  has  yet  been  seri- 
ously named  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice  President? 
WhUe  no  smell  excitement  exists  in  the  public 
mind  in  relation  to  the  one,  there  was,  as  far  as 
he  knew,  an  utter  apathy  and  indifference  in 
rdation  to  the  other.  What,  then,  Mr.  M. 
asked,  would  be  the  probable  result  of  the  two 
modes,  at  the  approaching  election?  Suppose 
all  these  distinguished  personages  should  be  can- 
didates, one  only  could  be  chosen  to  office ;  be- 
cause, the  friends  of  neither,  under  the  present 
system,  would  probably  consent  that  their  ta- 
vorite  candidate  for  the  Presidency  should  be 
held  up,  eo  nomine^  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
But,  if  the  constitution  had  remained  in  its 
original  fonn,  in  all  probability,  two  of  them 
mi^t  be  elected— one  to  the  first,  and  another 
to  the  second  office.    You  would  then  have  a 


[Senats. 


*  It  to  the  admonition  of  LegtolAtive  experience  thflt,  In 
■appreesfng  one  evllf  yon  majr  give  rise  to  another ;  and  it 
woald  seem  that  the  alteration  of  the  eonstttution,  oonse- 
qnent  npon  the  long  atrnggle  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
Mr.  Barr  in  the  election  of  1300-*1,  was  no  exception  to  the 
mle.  It  was  apprehended  at  the  same  time,  by  some  aged 
heads,  that  the  alteration  might  sink  the  vice  presidential 
election  into  a  scoondary  and  subaltern  consideration,  snb- 
■errient  to  the  first,  and  without  the  national  views  which 
the  office  would  require.  And  after  fifty  years*  experience 
tt  would  seem  that  the  apprehension  was  but  too  well 


person  for  Vice  President,  capable,  at  least  in 
the  opinion  of  a  plurality  of  the  Electors,  of  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  on  the  Presi- 
dent, and  who  had  received  their  sufifrages  as 
such. 

Am&ndment  of  the  Constitution — Election  of 
President  and  Vice  President — AseeoTidBaJr 
lotting  by  Eleeton  if  no  Election  made  on  the 
Firet, 

Mr.  Van  Buben,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said, 
that  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  heretofore 
given,  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  Should  the  permission  he 
asked  be  granted,  it  was  his  intention  further  to 
move  that  the  resolution  he  offered  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  already  appointed  on  similar 
propositions.  To  enable  that  committee  better 
to  appreciate  his  views,  as  well  as  to  explain 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  add  to 
the  number  of  propositions  on  the  same  subject 
already  before  them,  he  would,  in  the  remarks 
he  intended  to  make,  refer  to  those  propositiona 
and  notice  their  respective  contents.  He  would 
do  this,  not  for  the  purpose  of  full  discussion,  but 
only  so  fjEur  as  was  necessary  to  mark  the  difier- 
ence  between  them  and  the  one  he  designed  to 
ofier,  and  for  a  brief  explanation  of  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  that  difference  is  founded. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  that  object,  he  would 
add  his  humble  testimony  to  the  iustice  of  the 
remark,  that  the  extreme  difficulty  which  is 
experienced  in  every  attempt  to  improve  the 
present  constitution,  afforded  the  most  striking 
evidence  of  the  great  wisdom  and  care  which 
presided  over  the  deliberation  and  governed  the 
decision  of  those  who  made  it.  He  would  fur- 
ther add,  that  although  he  felt  much  reluctance 
in  originating  a  proposition  of  this  character, 
he  had  not  witnessed  the  frequent  unsuccessftu 
attempts  at  amendment  whion  had  been  made 
with  as  much  regret  and  dissatisfaction  as  was 
expressed  by  some.  On  the  contrary,  thinking, 
as  he  did,  that  as  yet  no  improvident  amend- 
ment of  the  original  instrument  had  been  made ; 
and  believing  from  the  slow  and  scrutiniang 
process  through  which  all  amendments  must 
pass,  that  there  was  little  danger  that  any  of 
equivocal  character  would  obtain,  he  was  in- 
duced to  regard  the  frequent  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  alter  the  present  system  as  productive 
of  much  good,  by  strengthening  and  confirming 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  of 
its  provision,  and  by  increasing  and  perpetuating 
our  gratitude  for  the  services  and  respect  for 
the  memories  of  those  illustrious  men  who  form- 
ed it.  That  such  had  been  their  effect  he  had 
no  doubt. 

There  are,  said  Mr.  Van  Bueen,  already  be- 
fore the  Senate,  three  distinct  propositions  on 
this  subject,  viz :  One  introduced  by  a  Senator 
from  Missouri;  one  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey ;  and  one  by  a  Senator  from  North  Oar- 
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olina:  to  which,  one  had,  that  moment,  been 
added,  by  a  Senator  from  MaBsacbnsetta — the 
three  first  of  which  he  would  briefly  notice. 
Tlie  last  had,  for  its  object,  a  coiirse  entirely 
dififercnt,  as  well  from  the  one  he  intended  to 
introduce  as  those  before  it  The  plan  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Missouri  proposes  to  divide  the 
different  States  into  districts,  not  for  the  choice 
of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  but 
to  take  the  votes  of  the  people  directly  for  Uiose 
officers,  allowing  to  each  State  as  many  votes  as 
they  are'  now  entitled  to,  rendering  the  majority 
of  all  the  votes  necessary  to  a  choice,  and  m  the 
event  of  no  election,  on  the  first  vote,  by  the 
people,  tlie>  same  to  be  made  by  the  House  of 
Ke^resentatives^  each  State  having  but  one  vote, 
as  IB  now  provided  by  the  constitution.  The 
only  remark  he  would  now  make,  on  that  fea- 
ture of  the  resolution  which  dispenses  with  the 
agency  of  intermediate  electors,  was,  that  inas- 
much aa,  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
representation  in  particular  States,  secured  to 
them  by  the  constitution,  it  does  not  profess  to 
give  the  choice  to  a  majority  of  the  people,  and 
as  it  renders  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives almost  indispensable,  in  the  event  of  there 
being  no  choice  in  the  first  instance,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  it.  To  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  so  much  of  the  different  prop- 
ositions as  provide  for  a  division  of  the  several 
States  into  districts,  a  very  brief  inquiry  into 
their  operation  and  motive  becomes  both  neces- 
sary and  proper.  It  has  been  said  that  that 
mode  would  efiTect  the  double  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  election  nearer  to  tlie  people,  by  secur- 
ing to  them,  in  every  State,  the  inunediate 
choice  of  the  electors ;  and  of  protecting  the 
right  of  the  minorities  in  the  different  States. 
But  when  it  is  considered  that  by  the  constitu- 
tion each  State  has  now  the  power  of  securing 
to  its  citizens  those  objects,  when  and  as  the 
people  of  those  States  represented  in  their  State 
Legislatures  may  think  proper  to  do  it,  he  was 
dismclined  to  believe  that  a  aesire,  on  the  part  of 
any  one  State,  to  interfere  in  these  respects  with 
the  internal  condition  of  another,  constituted 
the  motive  which  induced  them  to  urge  the 
measure  under  consideration.  The  object  which 
would  be  effected  by  it  was  of  a  different  char- 
acter. With  regard  to  one  effect  which  it  was 
calculated  to  produce  on  the  different  States, 
there  was  not,  in  the  discussion  on  this  floor 
last  year,  the  least  reserve,  and,  he  presumed, 
there  would  not  be  any  now.  The  alteration  of 
the  system,  if  adopted,  can  only  be  effected  by 
consent  of  the  parties  to  the  present  compact, 
atid  gentlemen,  representing  States  differently 
situated,  do  hnt  exercise  a  right,  of  which  no 
one  can  complain,  in  proposing  such  terms  as 
are  most  acceptable  to,  and  will  best  subserve 
the  interest  of,  their  immediate  constituents. 
It  is  well  understood  that  the  tendency  of  this 
measure  will  be  to  reduce  greatly  the  present 
weight  of  the  large  States  in  the  general  scale, 
by  subjecting  them  to  the  full  operation  of  the 
political  divisions  which  are  supposed  to  be  more 


peculiar  to  them,  and  thereby  preventing  them 
from  bringing  tiieir  consolidated  strength  to 
bear  upon  the  Presidential  question.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  do  this  on  the  plan  of  the  gentieman 
irom  Missouri,  without  concession  of  any  de- 
scription on  the  part  of  those  States  who  would 
be  benefited  by  the  change.  To  decide  whether 
the  consent  of  the  large  States  can,  with  reason, 
be  expected  to  this  change,  it  is  proper  to  look 
for  a  moment  to  the  present  relative  conditions 
of  the  States,  on  the  score  of  infiuence,  in  the 
existing  plan  of  Government.  As  he  had  not, 
as  yet,  neard  any  thing  upon  this  subject,  either 
now  or  at  the  last  session,  he  would  remark,  that 
he  made  the  reference  he  proposed  under  the  full 
influence  of  those  frank  and  liberal  feelings 
which  had  characterized  every  thing  that  had 
hitherto  been  said  or  done  on  tiiis  subject.  His 
design  was  to  look  at  things  as  they  were,  with- 
out any  other  motive  or  feeling  than  a  simple 
desire  to  ascertain,  by  a  reference  to  facts, 
whether  if  any  alteration  in  the  constitution  in 
this  particular  ought  to  be  made,  what  that  al- 
teration should  in  justice  be.  It  was  to  him  a 
source  of  ^eat  satisfaction,  that  a  subject,  so 
delicate  in  its  character,  had  hitherto  been  com- 
mented upon  in  this  House  with  so  much  free- 
dom, and  yet  without  the  least  asperity.  It 
clearly  showed,  if  proof  of  that  could  be  neces- 
sary, that  the  objects  of  all  were  only  such  as^ 
in  their  different  views  of  the  matter,  ought,  in 
justice,  to  be  obtained. 

The  great  departments  of  the  Government 
were,  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial. 
The  latter  is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and 
the  influence  of  the  respective  States,  in  its  or- 
ganization, is  of  course  the  same  as  it  is  in  the 
otiier  two.  In  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  and 
in  the  popular  branch  of  tiie  Legislature,  each 
State  has  a  representation  proportioned  to  its 
representative  members,  with  this  exception, 
that,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  an  addition 
of  two  votes  was  given  to  each  State,  without  re- 
gard to  its  numbers,  or  the  amount  of  its  contri- 
bution to  the  public  Treasury.  But  in  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  the  case  is  widely  different. 
Here,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  our 
condition,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  the  equitable  principle  of  represen- 
tation, founded  on  population  and  contribution, 
has  been  entirely  disregarded.  Here,  each 
State,  on  the  score  of  its  sovereign  character, 
has  equal  weight;  and  what,  he  adced,  was  the 
relative  importance  of  this  branch  in  the  Gov- 
ernment? He  would  not  say  it  was  that  by 
which  all  the  eflScient  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  controlled,  but  he  would  say,  that  but 
a  slight  consideration  of  the  constitution  was 
necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did  so  more 
than  any  other.  With  the  single  exception  of 
originating  revenue  bills,  its  legislative  powers 
were  coextensive  with  the  popular  branch. 
No  law  could  pass  without  the  assent  of  the 
Senate.  Almost  all  the  important  proceedings 
of  the  Executive  are  subject  to  its  revision*  All 
appointments  require  its  approbation,  unless  its 
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aaseni  is  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  different 
mode.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  this  body 
IB  necessary  to  the  validity  of  all  treaties,  and 
it  has  the  sole  power  to  try  impeachments  of  all 
the  high  officers  of  the  Government,  as  well 
ezeontive  as  judicial.  In  a  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment possessing  such  extensive  powers,  the 
small  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  fifty-five  thousand,  has  a  representa- 
tion equal  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  pq)u- 
lation  of  one  million  and  fifty  thousand.  The 
five  largest  States  in  the  Confejderacy,  viz :  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
New  y  ork,  with  a  population  of  four  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand,  have  a  representa- 
tion but  equal  to  the  five  smallest  States,  with 
a  population  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand.  Nearly  one-half  the  nation  residing 
in  the  five  largest  States,  has  a  representation 
but  equal  to  the  one  twenty-seventh  part,  re- 
siding in  the  five  smallest  States.  About  one- 
half  the  whole  people,  residing  in  five  States, 
are  represented  here  by  ten  voices,  whilst  the 
other  half  are  represented  here  by  thirty-four 
voices.  The  disproportion  of  the  relative  influ- 
ence of  the  several  States,  having  reference  to 
their  population,  as  a  just  basis  of  representa- 
tion, cannot  fail  to  strike  every  mind.  The 
same  inequality  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  but  in  a  much  less  degree.  Then, 
taking  an  average  of  the  population  of  the 
-States,  and  considering  those  as  small  who  do 
not  come  up  to  it,  the  large  States  were  in  a 
minority ;  now,  by  the  admission  of  new  States, 
with  assent  of  the  old,  they  are  in  a  minority. 
There  were,  at  that  period,  eight  large  and  five 
small  States.  Now,  by  the  same  criterion,  there 
would  be  found  to  be  but  ten  large  and  fourteen 
small  States.  Still,  this  was  all  right;  it  was 
according  to  the  compact,  into  which  all  the 
States  had  voluntarily  entered ;  and  he  fervently 
hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  that  the  day  might  be  far 
distant,  when  even  a  desire  should  be  enter- 
tained to  alter  it.  But,  when  it  is  proposed  so 
to  change  the  constitution,  as  to  reduce  still 
more  the  relative  weight  of  the  large  States,  in 
the  general  scale,  it  surely  becomes  proper  to 
reflect  on  the  existing  condition  of  things. 
And,  in  view  of  that,  he  asked  whether  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect  the  large  States  will  ever 
assent  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  reducing  their  poHtioal 
weight  in  the  confederacy,  without  concession 
of  any  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  other  States? 
He  thought  not.  Sdll,  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  one  of  the  large  States  he  would  ^ve  his 
assent  to  the  measure  proposed,  of  dividmg  the 
States  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  electors, 

Srovided  it  was  done  in  the  spirit  which  pro- 
uced  the  constitution,  that  is,  a  spirit  of  mutual 
concession.  He  was  willing,  for  one,  to  make 
concessions  for  general  harmony;  and  all  he 
asked  was,  that  tney  should  be  reciprocal ;  and 
those,  he  thought,  could,  with  care  and  justice, 
be  made. 


By  the  present  constitution,  in  the  event  of 
no  one  person  having  a  minority,  for  the  office 
of  President,  of  the  votes  of  the  electors,  on  the 
flrst  ballot,  the  choice  devolves  on  the  House  of 
Bepredentatives;  and,  in  such  choice,  each  State 
has  an  equal  vote.  It  is  believed  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  con* 
tingency  on  which  this  result  was  made  to  de- 
pend was  not  thought  likely  to  happen.  And  it 
is  supposed  that  from  the  great  number  of  small 
States  since  admitted  into  the  confederacy  and 
from  other  causes,  its  occurrence  for  the  &ture 
may  be  frequently  expected.  It  is  reasonable 
to  suppose,  thatj  inasmuch  as  it  was  evidently 
the  leading  design  of  the  constitution,  that,  in 
the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  President,  the 
States  should  be  represented,  with  the  excep- 
tion already  noticed,  according  to  their  relative 
numbers,  and,  as  they  deem  it  but  just,  that 
such  would  be  the  case,  this  feature  in  the  con- 
stitution is  by  the  large  States  considered  inequi- 
table. But,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  the 
provision  bringmg  the  election  to  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  is  deemed  objectionable  by  idl 
the  States,  on  the  ground  that  it  jeopardizes  the 
purity  of  the  election,  and  exposes  the  whole 
system  to  danger,  by  affording  facilities  to  tiie 
corruption  of  a  part.  If  this  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension is  well  founded,  and  howfar  it  was  so, 
was  a  point  he  would  not  at  this  moment  dis- 
cuss ;  it  surely  was  one  which  addressed  itself 
alike  to  all  the  States,  whether  great  or  small, 
and  certainly  not  with  the  least  force  to  the 
latter.  All  then  that  he  asked,  as  a  concession 
for  harmony  and  the  general  good,  was,  that  if 
the  States  were  districted,  the  ultimate  choice  of 
President  should  be  placed  elsewhere,  and  de- 
cided upon  more  equitable  principles.  If  tiiat  was 
conceded,  and  from  the  temper  manifested  by  the 
Senate  last  year,  he  had  every  reason  to  hope  it 
would,  the  next  question  would  be,  as  to  the  least 
objectionable  mode.  He  was  not  favorably  in- 
clined to  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  because,  although  it  provides  for 
the  ultimate  choice,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  rela- 
tive weights  of  the  States  upon  just  principles, 
it  does  not  effect  what  he  considered  at  least 
an  equal  if  not  a  greater  object,  the  removal  of 
the  decision  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Such  as  it  was,  however,  coming  from  the  Sen- 
ator of  a  small  State,  it  marked  the  just  and  lib- 
eral views  which  governed  his  conduct.  He 
would  prefer  a  different  mode  from  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  frx)m  South  Carolina;  for, 
although  that  contained  much  that  was  desira- 
blcj  both  in  its  principle  and  as  it  respects  the 
weight  of  the  respective  States  m  the  decision, 
and  as  removing  it  at  all  events  fr<xn  the  House 
of  Representatives,  still  he  feared  that  the  project 
of  sending  the  question  back,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  to  the  Electors,  from  time  to 
time,  until  they  made  a  choice,  would  be  found 
m  practice  extremely  difficult,  if  not  very  dan- 
gerous. He  would  not  now  remark  on  IJie  cir- 
cumstance that  this  proposition  did  not  provide 
for  districting  the  States,  without  which  he  did 
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not  hope  that  the  small  States  would  consent. 
He  presumed  that  it  was  intended  by  the  honor- 
able mover  to  connect  it  with  some  proposition 
for  that  purpose,  as  he  had,  in  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressed his  entire  willingness  to  do.  Under 
such  views  of  the  subject,  he  would  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  proposition  essentially  different 
from  those  on  their  table:  one -which,  if  not 
entirely  just,  was,  he  thought,  liable  to  the  few- 
est objections.  In  doing  so,  it  was  proper  that 
he  should  state,  and  he  was  quite  certain  that 
he  would  tiiereby  secure  for  the  proposition 
a  degree  of  consideration  which  it  might  not 
otherwise  obtain,  that  the  plan  he  offered 
was  the  same  in  principle  with  that  hereto- 
fore proposed  by  a  venerable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  who  was  now,  to  Mr.  V.  B.'s  great 
regret,  and  the  public  misfortune,  prevented 
from  attending.  He  said  the  principle  was  the 
same ;  his  own  humble  effort  had  been  solely 
directed  to  the  obiect  of  rendering  it  more  sim- 
ple in  its  form  and  operation.  How  far  he  had 
succeeded  in  that,  the  Senate  would  judge  when 
the  subject  came  under  their  particular  consid- 
eration. 

Having  said  this  much  upon  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  Mr.  V.  6.  would  proceed  to  state 
briefly  another  point  in  which  the  proposition 
he  offered  differed  essentially  from  the  others 
proposed,  and  in  which  difference  was  involved  a 
principle  of  the  Government  as  important  in  his 
view,  as  any  which  had  for  some  time  been  dis- 
cussed on  that  floor.  In  doing  so,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  gratification  to  him  that  this  principle 
nad  no  reference  to  the  relative  and  conflicting 
interest  of  the  States  in  the  confederacy,  but 
looked  equ£dly  to  the  welfare  and  security  of 
all.  To  a  correct  understanding  of  the  point  he 
wished  to  present,  it  became  necessary  to  take 
a  brief  view  of  the  principle  upon,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance under  which,  our  present  form  of 
Government  was  established.  Under  the  arti- 
cles of  Confederation  the  representation  of  each 
State  in  the  General  Government  was  equal. 
The  Union  was  in  all  respects  purely  Federal,  a 
league  of  sovereign  States  upon  equid  terms.  To 
remedy  certain  defects  by  supplying  certain 
powers,  tibe  convention  which  framed  the  pres- 
ent constitution  was  called.  That  convention 
it  is  now  well  known,  was  immediately  divided 
into  parties,  on  the  interesting  question  of  the 
extent  of  power  to  be  given  to  the  new  govern- 
ments :  whether  it  should  be  Federal  or  nation- 
al ;  whether  dependent  upon,  or  indepepdent  of 
the  State  Governments.  It  is  equally  well 
known  that  that  point,  after  having  several 
times  arrested  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  confed- 
eration, subsequently  divided  the  people  of  the 
States  on  the  question  of  ratification.  He  might 
add,  that  with  the  superadded  question  of  what 
powers  have  been  given  by  the  constitution  to 
the  General  Government^  to  the  agitation  of 
which  the  feelings  which  sprung  out  in  the  con- 
vention greatly  contributed,  it  had  continued 
to  divide  the  people  of  tlus  country  down  to 


the  present  period.  The  party  in  the  conven- 
tion in  favor  of  a  more  energetic  Government, 
being  unable  to  carry,  or,  if  able,  unwilling  to 
hazard  the  success  of  the  plan  with  the  States, 
a  middle  course  was  agreed  upon.  That  wasi 
that  the  Government  should  be  neither  Federal 
nor  national,  but  a  mixture  of  both.  That  of 
the  Legislative  Department,  one  branch,  the 
power  of  representation,  should  be  wholly  na- 
tional, and  the  other,  the  Senate,  wholly  Fed- 
eral That,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  both 
interests  should  be  regarded,  and  that  the  Judi- 
cial should  be  organized  by  the  other  two. 
But,  to  quiet  effectually  the  apprehensions  of 
the  advocates  for  the  rights  and  interest  of  the 
States,  it  was  provided  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment should  be  made  entirely  dependent  for 
its  continuance,  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
State  Governments.  Hence,  it  was  decided 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  should  be 
apportioned  among  the  States,  with  reference  to 
their  population,  and  chosen  by  the  people ;  and 
power  was  given  to  Congress  to  regulate  and 
secure  their  choice,  independent  o^  and  beyond 
the  control  of  the  State  Governments.  That 
the  Senate  should  be  chosen  exclumvely  by  the 
State  Legislatures,  and  that  the  choice  of  the 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  al- 
though the  principle  of  their  apportionment 
was  established  by  the  constitution,  should,  in 
all  respects,  except  the  time  of  their  i^point- 
ment  and  of  their  meeting,  be  under  the  exdn- 
sive  control  of  the  Legidatures  of  the  several 
States.  The  scheme  of  Government  thus  fonned 
was  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  respective 
States,  through  their  Legislature,  for  ratifica- 
tion. For  a  season  its  ratification  was  wannlj 
opposed  in  almost  every  State.  Although  the 
control  over  the  choice  of  but  one  branch  of 
one  department  of  the  Government  was  vested 
in  Congress,  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  States 
was  everywhere  apprehended,  and  the  question 
of  the  ratification  of  the  constitution  rendered 
extremely  doubtful. 

To  stem  this  torrent  of  opposition,  the  most 
distinguished  commentators  on  the  proposed 

{>lan  (the  authors  of  the  Federalist)  placed  strong- 
y  and  truly  before  the  people  of  the  StatM, 
the  fact  of  the  dependence  of  the  General  upon 
the  State  Governments,  and  the  constitutional 
right  of  those  Governments,  or  even  a  malority 
of  them,  if  the  power  they  had  conferred  snould 
be  abused,  to  discontinue  the  new  Government 
by  withholding  its  Senate  and  Chief  Magiatrate. 
Among  other  things  they  said — 

"  The  State  Governments  may  be  regarded  as  oon- 
stitnent  and  essential  parts  of  the  Federal  GoTem- 
ment,  while  the  latter  is  nowise  essoitial  to  the  op- 
eration or  organization  of  the  power.  Without  the 
intervention  of  the  State  Legislatiires,  the  Pieaident 
of  the  United  States  cannot  be  elected  at  alL  Tbey 
must  in  all  cases  have  a  great  share  in  his  appoint- 
ment, and  will,  perhaps,  in  most  cases,  themsdres 
determine  it  The  Senate  will  be  elected  absolutely 
and  exclasively  by  the  State  Legislatorefti  Even  the 
House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  though  drawn  immediate!/ 
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f  lom  the  people,  wfll  be  choeen  veiy  much  under  the 
iDflnence  of  that  claes  of  men  whoee  influence  over 
the  people  obtains  for  themselves  an  election  into  the 
State  Leg^slatores.  Thus  each  of  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Federal  Government  will  owe  its  ex- 
istence, more  or  less,  to  the  favor  of  State  Govern- 
ments, and  must,  consequently,  feel  a  dependence 
which  is  much  more  likely  to  beget  a  disposition  too 
obsequious,  than  too  overbearing  toward  them." 

The  ratification  by  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
States  was  obtained.  On  reference,  however, 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  State  conventions,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  several  of  the  States,  the 
control  by  Congress,  over  tl|e  choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives merely,  was  strongly  remonstrated 
against.  That  amendments  were  proposed  for 
its  qualification  by  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York.  That 
most  of  them  resolved  that  it  should  be  a  stand- 
ing instruction  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress 
to  endeavor  to  effect  that  and  other  amendments 
proposed.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  to  which  Mr.  Van  Susen  had 
fljluded,  would,  if  adopted,  break  an  important 
link  in  the  chain  of  dependency  of  the  General 
upon  the  State  Governments.  It  would  surrender 
to  the  General  Government  all  control  over  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  by 
placing  the  choice  of  Electors  on  the  same  foot- 
mg  with  that  of  Representatives.  It  would  at 
this  time  be  premature  to  go  into  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
alluded  to,  to  show  that  such  would  be  its  ef- 
fects. Upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  that 
such  would  be  its  construction.  That  it  does  in 
•substance  what  another  proposition,  upon  their 
table,  originating  in  the  other  House,  does  in 
words.  But  oven  was  there  doubt  upon  that 
subject,  that  doubt  should  be  removed  by  an 
express  provision,  reserving  to  the  States  tiiieir 
present  control  over  the  election,  except  as  to 
what  is  particularly  provided  for  in  the  resolu- 
tion now  proposed.  If  it  is  fit  to  take  from  the 
States  their  control  over  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  give  it  to  the 
Federal  Government,  it  would  be  equally  proper, 
under  the  popular  idea  of  giving  their  election 
to  the  people,  to  divide  the  Stat^  into  districts 
for  the  choice  of  Senators,  as  was  proposed  in 
the  Convention,  and  give  to  Congress  the  con- 
trol over  their  election  also.  If  the  system  be 
once  broken  in  upon  in  this  respect,  the  other 
measure  will  naturally  follow,  and  we  will  then 
have  what  was  so  much  dreaded  by  those  who 
have  gone  before  us,  and  what  he  feared  would 
be  so  much  r^etted  by  those  who  come  after 
— a  completely  consolidated  Government — ^a 
Government  in  which  the  State  Governments 
would  be  not  otherwise  known  or  felt  than  as 
it  became  necessary  to  control  them.  To  all 
this  Mr.  Van  Burbn  was  opposed.  He  was  so, 
because  it  was  a  matter  not  necessary  or  fitly 
connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration ; 
that  being  a  question  between  the  States  them- 
selves,  as  to  their  relative  interest — a  question 


which  might  and  ought  to  be  settled,  and  leave 
their  relation  to  the  Federal  Government  as  it 
stands  at  present.  The  other  is  a  question  be- 
tween the  States,  collectively,  and  the  Federal 
Government,  affecting  most  materially  the  rela- 
tion they  now  bear  to  each  other.  But,  even  if 
it  were  presented  under  different  circumstances, 
he  would  oppose  it  Because,  however  ardent 
his  attachment  to  the  Federal  Government,  and 
however  anxious  he  might  be  to  sustain  it 
in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  given  to  it  by  the 
constitution — and,  in  that  respect,  he  would, 
he  trusted,  go  as  far  as  any  man  ought  to  go- 
he  was  unwilling  to  destroy  or  even  release  its 
dependence  on  we  State  Governments.  At  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  constita- 
tion,  it  was  a  question  of  much  speculation  and 
discussion,  which  of  the  two  Governments  would 
be  most  in  danger  from  the  accumulation  of  in- 
fluence by  the  operation  of  the  powers  distrib- 
uted by  tiie  constitution.  That  discussion  waa 
founded  on  the  assumption  that  they  were,  in 
several  respects,  rival  powers,  and  that  such  pow- 
ers would  always  be  found  in  collision.  Tho 
best  lights  which  could  then  be  thrown  upon 
the  subject,  were  derived  from  the  examples 
afforded  by  the  Fates  of  several  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Old  World,  which  were  deemed  ta 
be,  in  some  respects,  similar  to  ours.  But  the 
Governments  in  question  having  operated  upon, 
and  been  administered  by,  peoj^le  whose  habits, 
characters,  tempers,  and  conditions,  were  essen- 
tially different  from  ours;  the  inferences  to  be 
derived  from  that  source  were,  at  best^  unsatis- 
factory. 

Mr.  V.  B.  thought  that  experience  (the  only 
unerring  criterion  by  which  matters  ot  this  de- 
scription could  be  tested)  had  settled  for  vs 
the  general  point  of  the  operation  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred  by  the  constitution  upon  the  relsr 
tive  strength  and  influence  of  the  respective 
Governments.  It  was,  in  his  judgments  sus- 
ceptible of  entire  demonstration,  that  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  had  worked  a  gradual,  if  not 
an  undue  increase  of  the  strength  and  control 
of  the  General  Government,  and  a  correspond- 
ent reduction  of  the  influence,  and  consequently 
of  Uie  respectability  of  the  State  governments. 
The  evidence  in  support  of  this  position  waa 
abundant,  and,  if  the  matter  should  come  under 
full  discussion,  oould  be  readily  afforded.  He 
thought,  further,  that  existing  causes,  which 
were  every  day  gaining  force,  would,  for  the 
future,  more  rapidly  increase  that  operation. 
He  considered  the  qualified  dependence  of  the 
General  upon  the  State  Governments  as  their 
strong  arm  of  defence  to  protect  them  against 
future  abuses.  Under  that  view  of  the  subject, 
he  was  opposed  to  so  material  a  change  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  respective  governments 
as  would  be  produced  by  the  amendment  to 
which  he  objected.  He  was  in  favor  of  leav- 
ing matters,  in  that  respect,  as  they  stood. 
Under  this  impression,  Mr.  V.  B.  had  prepared 
a  resolution  which  avoided  the  defect  attach- 
ing to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey — 
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requiriDg  the  contemplated  division  of  the 
States  into  districts,  to  be  coextensive  ivith  the 
nmnber  of  Electors  instead  of  Bepresentatives, 
and  at  the  same  time  secured  the  great  object 
upon  which  he  had  been  commenting. 

Mr.  Yak  Buben  then  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  p^le  of 
the  several  States,  in  districts  eqnal  in  nninber  to  the 
immber  of  Electors  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  to 
be  composed  of  contiguous  territozy,  and,  as  near  as 
may  be,  equal  in  the  number  of  persons  to  be  repre- 
sented, or  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 
The  qualification  of  the  voters  at  sudi  election  shall 
be  the  same  as  is  required  of  Electors  for  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  I^sident,  convened 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  law,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  in  their  votes,  shidl  have  power,  in 
case  any  of  them  fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector 
or  Electors,  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to 
attend.  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choos- 
ing the  Electors,  the  day  or  days  on  which  they 
BbaU  give  their  votes,  which  shall  be  the  same 
throu^out  the  United  States  But  the  authority  to 
divide  the  States  into  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Elec- 
tors ;  to  direct  the  election  to  be  held ;  to  prosecute 
the  manner  thereof  except  as  to  the  time  of  holdins 
the  same,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  voters ;  and 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Electors  aforesaid, — is 
reserved,  exclusively,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

If,  upon  counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  a  m(\)ority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  Electors  chosen,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  forthwith  to 
notify  the  President  of  the  United  States  thereof; 
who  shall  immediately  by  proclamation,  and  also  by 
notification  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
publish  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  person  as 
President.  Whereupon,  the  Electors  shall  again 
meet  on  the  day  which  shall  have  been  by  law  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  with  the  like  power  of  sup^ 
plying  vacancies,  and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  per^ 
sons  as  President  who  shall  have  received  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Electors  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  such  office.  Or,  if  it  should  happen  that  more 
than  two  persons  have  received  the  sreatest,  and  also 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall 
vote  for  one  of  them  as  President  The  said  Electors 
•hall  thereupon  transmit  one  of  the  lists,  to  be  made 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  also  that  made  at  theur 
second  meeting,  signed  and  certified  by  them,  to  the 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States^  direct- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  to  be  proceeded 
upon  as  the  constitution  has  prescribed,  except  that 
the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at 
the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors  shall  be  the 
President.  But,  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have 
received  the  greatest  and  an  equid  number  of  votes 
at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  choose  one  of  them  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

Both  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
same  committee  to  whom  the  other  proposi- 


tions for  amending  the  conatitation  have  been 
referred. 


Wednxsdat,  December  81. 
Florida  Land  Titles. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Eluott,  was  again  read  for  con- 
sideration : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Ststei 
be  requested  to  cause  an  application  to  be  made  to 
the  British  Government,  through  our  Minister  st 
that  Courts  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such 
persons  as  may  have  -been  paid,  with  the  sums  re- 
ceived by  each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floii- 
das  previous  to  the  treaty  of  1788,  and  of  which  thqr 
were  deprived,  <m  the  transfer  of  that  teiritoiy  to 
Spain,  by  virtue  of  the  said  C!onvention." 

Mr.  Elliott  said  that  the  object  of  his  reso- 
lution would  probably  be  apparent  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  that  it  would  be  recollected  that  the 
Floridas  were  formerly  in  possession  of  the 
British  Government,  while  we  were  colonies 
of  that  country ;  that,  upon  the  transfer  of  the 
Floridas  to  Spain,  it  had  been  stipulated  that 
such  British  subjects  as  chose  to  remiun  there, 
should  be  permitted  to  do  so ;  but  that  a  gre&t 
proportion  of  those  subjects  had  abandoned 
that  country,  and  removed  to  Great  Britwn ; 
and  had  since  been  compensated  for  the  prop- 
erty they  left  there.  But  some  others  had  re- 
moved to  the  United  StatesL  preferring  to  share 
the  diificulties  of  our  Revolution,  and  the  sub- 
sequent blessings  of  our  Government  Some 
of  these  persons  had  never  received  any  com- 
pensation for  the  property  they  left,  and  it  bad 
now  become  necessary  to  decide  upon  their 
claims  to  lands  in  Florida.  This  could  not  be 
done  correctly,  without  the  information  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution  which  w;as  now  under 
consideration.  The  heirs  of  many  of  these  per- 
sons had  come  forward  with  their  daims,  and 
this  information  was  wanted,  to  guard  against 
imposition. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Fridat,  January  2, 1824. 

Scntth  CaroUna  BetohttUms—AchnauUdgfMn^ 

of  Grecian  Independence. 

Mr.  Hatwe  communicated  the  following  resth 

lutions  passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina: 

«  In  the  Skkatk,  Dws.  19, 1828. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  State  of  South  Carolina  re- 
gards with  deep  interest  the  noble  and  patriotic  Btx^ 
gle  of  the  modem  Greeks  to  rescue  from  the  foot  of 
the  mfidel  and  the  barbarian  the  hallowed  land  of 
Leonidas  and  Socrates;  and  would  hul  with  plessare 
the  recognition,  by  the  American  Government,  of 
the  independence  of  Greece. 

"  Reaoloed,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  triDj- 
mitted  to  our  Senators  and  RepresentatiTes  at  Wash- 
ington. 
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Com  ofFrameU  EendBncn^  Jr. 


[Seecaxb. 


**  Ordeni^  That  the  re8ohiti<uu  be  sent  to  the  Hooae 
of  RepreMDtatiyes  for  concnrrenoe. 
<<B7  order  of  the  Senate. 

"WM.  D.MARTIN,  C.  a."" 

"In  THs  House,  Ike.  20, 182a 
'*  Eetolvedy  That  the  House  do  oonciir  in  the  reao- 
Jntionflb 

<*  Ordered,  That  ihey  be  retimied  to  the  Senate. 
**  By  order  of  the  Hoiue. 

«  R,  ANDERSON,  C.  H.  A" 

The  resolatioDS  were  read,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the 
Senate. 

Portrait  of  Columlms. 
The  following  oommnnioation  was  received 
from  the  Department  of  State : 

DxPABisnaiT  of  State, 
WaahingUm,  Jtamary  1,  1824. 
7h  e&6  PretideiUcf  the  Senate  of  the  UnAed  Statet  : 

Sm :  I  haye  the  honor  of  enclosmg,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  department,  from 
George  G.  Barrel],  Consnl  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  informing  yon  that  the  picture  mention- 
ed in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  department,  snlgect  to 
such  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Bazrell,  it  has  ver^ 
recently  been  received  here  in  a  frame,  npon  which  is 
engraved  the  following  inscription: 
(*Gohmibnfl. 

"Presented  to  the  nation,  by  G.  G.  BaixeU,  United 
States  Consul  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  &  Clover,  pictoie  framers,  New  York,  A. 
D.  1828." 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  ex- 
act fac-shnile,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been 
made  by  direction  of  this  department,  of  the  original 
copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed 
on  parchment,  and  signed  by  fdl  the  members  of 
Congress  on  the  2d  of  Aogost,  1776,  as  appears  by 
the  secret  journal  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies 
have  been  struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at 
the  office  of  the  department,  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  Congress.  / 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Geobob  G.  Bab&ell, 
United  States  Oonsnl  at  Malaga,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State: 

Malaga,  ^hruary  21,  1828. 
Sib  :  A  few  days  unoe  I  delivered  to  Charles  A. 
Davis,  Esq.,  a  portrait  of  Columbus,  in  half  length, 
which  I  obtained  from  Seville,  and  directed  him  to 
forward  it  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  placed  among  the  portraits  of  other  dis- 
tinguished men  in  the  Capitol.  You  will  find,  by 
the  certificate  which  accompanies  it,  l^at  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  by  the  same  hand  which  painted  the 
celebrated  one  in  the  Escnrial,  and  only  having  un- 
deigone  some  retouches,  of  a  trifling  nature,  to  pre- 
vent its  decay.  If  it  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  ^e 
Ci^itol,  it  will  afford  me  infinite  pleasure ;  |uid  if  not, 
I  can  only  say,  my  admiration  for  that  eztraordinaxy 
man  led  me  to  think  an  original  likeness  of  him 
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might  be  conadered  as  a  small  mark  of  the  venera- 
tion and  love  I  bear  my  oountiy. 

With  great  respect,  &a 

GEORGE  G.  BARRELL. 

J.  Q.  Adams,  Esq.,  Seot^y  of  State. 

This  commnnication,  with  the  accompanying 
letter,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  the  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the 
OapitoL 


Moi!n>AT,  January  6. 
Case  ofFranm  Henderson^  Jr. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son, jr.,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  provides  for  the  payment 
"  to  I^ancis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  grandson  of  the 
late  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  of  South 
Carolina,  the  sum  of  $28,600,  in  full  for  all 
claims  of  the  legal  representative  of  Colonel 
Laurens  against  the  United  States.^'  The  fol- 
lowii^  is  &e  report  of  the  Oonunittee  on  For- 
eign Relations : 

lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  the  ancestor 
whose  services,  dvil  and  mHitaiy,  occupy  a  brilliant 
page  in  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  entered  the 
Aimy  of  tiiie  United  States,  as  aid  to  the  Commander- 
in-ohie(  in  August,  1777.  In  this  situation,  he  dis- 
played a  zeal,  courage,  and  devotedness,  not  suipass- 
ed  by  any  of  his  compatriots.  He  conciliated  the 
esteem  of  his  commander,  and  of  his  brother  soldiers, 
and,  for  his  distinguished  services,  frequently  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  CongressL  In  1780,  ho  had  ac- 
quired so  much  of  the  confidence  of  his  country,  as 
to  induce  Congress,  unanimously,  to  appoint  him  a 
special  Minister  to  France,  on  a  most  important  ser- 
vice. Such  was  his  success  in  this  mission,  as  again 
to  call  forth  the  public  thanks  of  that  body.  He  re- 
turned to  this  country  in  September,  1781,  and  at  his 
special  request  Cong^ress  permitted  him  to  join  the 
Army,  then  conducting  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  in 
Viisinia,  where  fr^sh  laurels  awaited  him.  He 
finifiy  fell,  on  the  27th  August,  1782,  in  the  lap  of 
honor,  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  His  death 
was  a  national  misfortune.  He  left  an  oiphaa 
daughter  to  the  gratitude  and  to  the  protection  of 
his  country.  A  disinterestedness,  even  to  careless- 
ness^ was  a  distinguished  trait  among  his  other  quali- 
ties. Hence,  for  his  long  and  important  services, 
and  the  expenses  attendii^  the  same,  he  seems  nei- 
ther to  have  kept  an  account,  nor  to  have  received 
any  advances,  except  a  small  sum,  to  which  here- 
after a  more  particular  reference  will  be  made. 

The  father  dead— his  onlv  child  an  infant  and  an 
orphan — and  the  crandfamer,  Henry  Laurens,  in 
captivity  in  England— tiiere  was  no  one  to  assert  her 
claims. 

Eventuallv,  the  grandfather  returned  from  Eurc^ie, 
and,  in  1784,  as  the  guardian  of  the  child,  presented 
her  case  to  Congress,  who  came  to  the  following 
resolution : 

'*  JUiolvedj  That,  in  settling  the  aoconnto  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  as  special  Minister 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  he  be  allowed  the  same 
pay  that  was  given  at  this  period  to  the  Mlmsters 
Plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  Courts^ 
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from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  that  embaaay, 
nntU  his  retnm ;  and  that  the  balance  remaining  dne 
for  his  services  as  Minister  be  paid  to  his  represent- 
atives." 

This  resolution  was  not  acted  npon  till  1790.  The 
aconnts  of  the  father,  Colonel  Laurens,  in  both  char- 
acters, as  Colonel  and  as  Minister,  were  settled.  But 
it  is  objected  by  his  legal  representative,  the  petition- 
er, (who  intermarried  with  Frances  EUeanor  Laurens, 
the  only  chUd  of  Colonel  John  Laxurens,)  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  justly,  that  in  the  settle- 
ment no  allowance  was  made  for  the  expenses  of 
Colonel  Laurens  while  on  his  foreign  mission,  al- 
though, at  that  time,  no  advances  being  made  our 
foreign  Ministers  as  an  outfit,  it  was  the  usage  of  the 
Government  to  pay  their  expenses ;  and  more  espe- 
cially, too,  as  Congress  had  expressly  directed  that,  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  account,  his  compensation 
should  be  the  same  as  that  of  other  Ministers. ' 

No  account  having  been  kept  by  Colonel  Laurens 
of  his  expenses,  the  committee  have,  of  course,  no 
certain  data  by  which  to  ascertain  the  amount ;  in 
the  absence  of  which,  they  have  been  compelled  to 
resort  to  other  drcomstances,  for  the  puzpose  of  ar- 
riving at  any  satisfactoxr  result.  These  are,  Ist. 
That  it  is  in  proof  Colonel  Laurens  paid  his  own  ex- 
penses, as  Well  as  those  of  his  suite.  2dly.  He  took 
up^  at  Nantes,  on  the  credit  of  his  father,  £1,000 
sterling,  equal  to  |4,444  44.  8dly.  He  received  from 
Dr.  Franklin,  the  then  resident  Minister  in  France, 
|2,171  42 ;  and,  4thly,  on  his  return  to  the  United 
States  he  received  at  Boston,  where  he  landed,  |720 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  enable  him 
to  join  the  army  before  Yorktown,  in  Virginia.  The 
committee,  therefore,  have  assumed  these  sums,  as 
furnishing  the  probable  amount  of  his  expenses ;  in 
which  they  have  the  more  readily  acquiesced,  as  it 
was  about  equal  to  the  sum,  in  proportion  to  the 
time,  allowed  Silas  Deane,  a  contemporary  Minister 
at  that  Court,  for  his  expenses. 

The  daim  for  |101  86,  results  from  the  improper 
application  of  the  scale  of  depreciation  to  the  item 
for  rations,  in  the  military  account  of  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, who,  unconnected  with  any  State  regiment, 
would  be  deprived  of  the  compensation  which  his 
brother  officers  received,  if  it  be  not  awarded  by  Con- 
gress ;  and,  therefore,  the  committee  deemed  it  rea- 
sonable to  allow  it  The  claim  for  |104  70  is  ob* 
Tiously  just,  as  it  arises  from  an  omission  m.  extend- 
ing and  adding  up  the  accoimt.  Uniting  these  two 
sums  with  his  diplomatic  expenses,  produces  an 
amount  of  $7,542  41,  which,  with  interest,  at  five 
per  cent  from  the  fiftih  September,  1781,  the  day  of 
his  return  from  Europe,  is  equal  to  $23,600.  In 
allowing  the  charge  for  interest,  from  the  above 
•period,  the  committee  have  been  guided  by  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  above  referred  to,  and  the  report 
on  which  it  was  founded,  which  directs  that  the  child 
of  Colonel  Laurens  should  receive  whatever  was,  in 
equity  and  justice,  due  the  father;  and  for  the  fur- 
ther reason,  that  the  grandfather,  in  fixing  the 
portion  of  the  daughter  of  John  Laurens,  by  his 
will,  deducts  therefrom  the  advances  made  the 
son,  of  which  the  sum  taken  up  by  him  at  Nan- 
tes is  a  part,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  such 
advance& 

The  committee,  in  reporting  a  bill  directing  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  only 
grandchild  of  Colonel  Laurens,  has,  independently  of 
its  fitness,  conformed  to  the  consent  of  Francis  Hen- 


derson, the  elder,  signified  by  a  letter  from  him,  and 
among  the  documents. 

Mr.  Babboxtb  stated  the  grounds  of  this  claim, 
and  Gommented  feelingly  and  eloquently  upon 
the  distinguished  services  which  Colonel  Laurens 
had  rendered  the  country.  Li  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  sum  named  in  the  bill,  Mr.  B.  said 
the  committee  had  not  estimated  the  interest 
on  the  moneys  which  were  justly  due  a  long 
time  since  to  Oolonel  Laurens.  He  thought 
this  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  added  to  the  amount 
to  be  granted ;  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
sum  of  $28,500  be  stricken  out  from  the 
bill,  and  the  sum  of  $26,700  inserted  in  its 
stead. 

The  allowance  of  interest  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Laitmax,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Maoob^ 
and  Vait  Bttben,  on  the  ground  that  the  claim 
had  not  been  before  presented,  and  that  the 
same  principle  which  nad  been  adopted  in  the 
settlement  of  other  claims,  of  a  similar  nature, 
should  be  preserved  in  this  case. 

The  question  having  been  divided,  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  $28,600  prevailed ;  but,  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken  on  inserting  the 
sum  proposed  by  Mr.  Babsoub,  the  biil  wis 
ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Bubsn,  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Wkdnesdat,  January  7. 
Oase  of  Francis  Mcnd&non^  Jr. 

The  bill  reported  in  Senate,  by  the  Conmiittee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Henderson,  jun.,  the  grandson  of  the  late  Colonel 
John  Laurens,  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  question 
was  upon  inserting  $26,700,  as  the  sum  to  be 
granted,  instead  of  $23,600,  the  sum  reported 
by  the  committee — the  addition  proposed  b^ng 
for  interest  on  the  sum  which  the  committee 
states  to  be  due  for  the  services  of  Colonel 
Laurens.  On  the  allowance  of  interest,  a 
further  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Babboub  supported,  and  Messrs.  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Smith,  Maoon,  Hatnb,  and  Bkntosi, 
opposed  the  allowance. 

Mr.  Hatnb  said  that,  as  the  name  of  Laurens 
had  been  mentioned,  and  his  services  had  been 
alluded  to,  in  debate,  he  could  not,  with  Justioe 
to  his  own  feelings,  refrain  from  adding  his 
feeble  tribute  of  respect  for  the  virtues,  and 
admiration  of  the  character,  of  that  distinguished 
man.  He  felt  that  he  would  be  indulged  by 
the  Senate  when  they  remembered  that  he 
represented  the  State  which  had  been  honored 
by  giving  birth  to  that  illustrious  hero,  and 
which  had  been  still  more  honored  in  being  the 
scene  of  his  glorious  death. 

Oolonel  John  Laurens,  said  Mr.  Hatstb,  was 
the  Bayard  of  America.  Of  him,  if  of  any  man 
who  ever  lived,  it  could,  with  truth,  be  sud, 
*'  he  was  without  fear  and  without  reproach  t  '* 
He  brought  to  the  service  of  his  country  a 
Roman  form,  and  more  than  a  Boman  soul.    If 
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you  Bonght  for  him  in  the  day  of  battle,  he  was  j 
found  at  the  post  of  danger ;  if  at  any  other 
moment,  he  was  fonnd  at  the  post  of  duty.  The 
love  of  his  country  controlled  every  other  feel- 
ing of  his  heart ;  it  might  almost  be  said  to  be  that 
^^  in  which  he  lived,  and  moved,  and  had  his 
being."  It  had  been  supposed,  said  Mr.  HATme, 
that  Colonel  Laurens  was  a  rash  man,  wholly 
reckless  of  life ;  who  rushed,  with  the  instinct  of 
the  lion,  on  his  foe,  and  who  was  regardless 
because  he  was  insensible  of  danger.  Some 
countenance  had  indeed  been  given  to  this  idea 
by  the  historians  of  the  day.  But  Mr.  H.  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  injustice 
had.  hi  tliis  respect,  been  done  to  the  character 
of  Laurens,  and  that  his  ardent  enterprise  and 
heroic  courage  had  been  mistaken  for  thought- 
less desperation. 

Laurens  possessed  a  highly  cultivated  mind. 
He  was  a  man  of  thought  as  well  as  of  action ; 
^  as  great  in  coxmsel  as  in  high  resolve.''  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  such  a  man 
oould  have  been  insensible  to  danger.  Mr.  H. 
was  satisfied,  from  facts  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, that,  although  Colonel  Laurens  always 
felt  himself  compeUed,  by  his  noble  nature  and 
high  sense  of  duty,  to  seek  danger  in  his  country's 
service,  wherever  it  was  to  be  found  yet  he 
duly  estimated  the  hazards  of  such  conduct,  and 
considered  as  probable  the  event  by  which  he 
finally  sealed,  with  his  blood,  his  devotion  to  his 
'  country.  Wlien  entering  on  his  last  campaign, 
he  confided,  to  the  care  of  a  friend,  a  precious 
jewel,  the  gift  of  Louis  XYL,  with  directions 
how  it  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  event  of  his 


falL  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  Colonel  Laurens  was 
neither  insensible  to  danger  nor  indifferent  to 
life.  It  was  osJy  when,  to  borrow  the  language 
of  the  immortal  poet, 

<*  He  set  Honor  in  one  eye,  and  Death  in  t'other, 
That  he  did  look  on  Death  indifferently.'' 

The  field  of  battle  was  not  the  only  sphere 
in  which  Colonel  Laurens  displayed  great  talents 
and  rare  qualities.  He  was  no  less  able  as  a 
negotiator  than  distinguished  as  a  soldier.  At 
the  most  critical  period  of  the  Revolution,  Con- 
gress found  it  necessary  to  send  to  France  for 
succor  and  support.  They  sought  out  Laurens 
in  the  camp  and  confided  to  him  a  special  mis- 
sion to  the  Court  of  Versailles.  Hjs  conduct 
on  that  mission  was  as  striking  and  peculiar  as 
it  was  eminently  succeasful.  He  stamped  his 
own  high  character  on  a  transaction  unexampled 
in  the  whole  history  of  diplomacy.  Arrived  at 
the  French  Court,  he  trampled  at  once  on  all 
official  forms,  and  in  the  nmple  garb  of  an 
American  soldier,  pressed  instantly  into  the 

{presence  of  the  Sovereign,  eloquentlv  and  fear- 
essly  explained  the  situation  of  his  country, 
clearly  pointed  out  the  duty  and  interest  of 
France,  and  demanded  assistance.  Patriotism 
and  eloquence  were  signally  triumphant.  Lau- 
rens prevailed.  He  obtained  at  once  that  relief 
which  was  perhaps  essential  to  the  accomplish 
ment  of  American  independence,  and  which,  if 


it  had  not  been  wholly  denied  to  the  usual 
course  of  tardy  negotiation,  might  have  come 
too  late  to  produce  me  desired  emct.  Thus  was 
the  work  of  years  accomplished  in  a  few  short 
weeks.  But  a  few  months  had  elapsed  since 
Laurens  had  been  seen  in  the  ranks  of  the 
American  Army  "  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight.'' 
And,  now,  (having,  in  the  mean  time,  thrice 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  concluded  a  most  im- 
portant negotiation,)  he  was  again  on  his  native 
shores  brin^^ng  with  him  immense  treasurer 
the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  furnishing  pay  ana 
clothing  to  the  suffering  soldiery.  In  a  few  days 
after  his  arrival,  he  was  again  found  in  the  canip, 
marshalling  to  glory  the  soldiers  of  liberty.  Mr. 
H.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  follow  him 
further  in  his  glorious  course.  We  all  know  that 
he  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  gallantly  fight- 
ing for  the  liberties  of  his  country  and  the 
rights  of  mankind.  It  is  delightful,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  reflect,  that  he  fell  "  in  the  last  of  our  fields,'' 
as  if  Providence,  who  had  preserved  him 
through  so  many  perils,  had  pernutted  his  career 
to  be  closed  only  when  there  were  no  more  bat- 
tles to  be  won. 

It  will  hardlv  be  believed  by  posterity  that 
the  hero,  who  fills  so  laj*ge  a  space  in  the  an- 
nals of  his  country,  died  in  his  youth,  not  having 
yet. attained  his  twentyrseventh  year.  As 
nearly  connected  with  tlus  subject,  said  Mr.  H., 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Colonel  Laurens 
was  the  purest  and  most  disinterested  of  human 
beings.  His  political  creed  was  that,  in  the 
hour  of  calamity,  the  life  and  fortune  of  the 
citizen  is  the  property  of  his  country,  and  that 
his  services  should  be  rendered  gratuitously. 
Laurens  received  no  pay,  kept  no  private  ac- 
counts, and  most  certainly  never  intended  to 
demand,  nor  would  have  consented  to  receive, 
any  compensation  for  his  invaluable  services, 
military  and  diplomatic.  It  was  in  the  same 
spirit  that,  on  one  occasion,  he  declined  a  com- 
mission in  the  Anny,  tendered  him  as  a  reward 
for  his  gallantry;  not,  assuredly,  from  insen- 
sibility to  its  value,  (for  military  glory  was  the 
idol  of  his  soul,  and  promotion  the  very  reward 
for  which  his  heart  panted,)  but  because,  as  he 
himself  declared,  his  promotion  might  give  of- 
fence to  older  officers,  and  thus  be  injurious  to 
the  public  service.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  knew  not  how 
better  to  combine  in  one  view  the  various  traits 
which  marked  the  chanuster  of  John  Laurens, 
than  by  adopting  the  eloquent  language  of  the 
American  historian : 

<'  Natpre  had  adorned  him  with  a  profusion  of  her 
choicest  gifU,  to  which  education  had  added  its 
xnost  useful  as  we)l  as  i1^  most  elegant  improvements. 
Acting  from  the  most  honorable  principles ;  uniting 
the  bravery  and  other  talents  of  a  great  officer,  with 
the  knowledge  of  a  complete  soldier,  and  the  engag- 
ing manners  of  a  well-bred  gentleman^he  was  the 
idol  of  his  country,  the  gloiy  of  the  army,  and  the  or- 
nament of  human  nature." 

Mr.  BioffTOK  opposed,  not  only  the  allowance 
of  the  interest,  but  of  the  principal,  also,  as  pro- 
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posed  to  be  granted  by  this  bill.  He  thought 
as  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens  was  still 
alive,  that  she  was  the  only  person  who  had  a 
just  claim  to  the  money  proposed  to  be  paid; 
and,  if  the  bill  were  to  paas,  it  should  be  in  her 
favor. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  the  recommit* 
ment  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
that  the  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  daughter  of 
Oolonel  Laurens,  or  her  assignee.  But  a  motion 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  prevailed. 


Thubsdat,  January  8. 
Caw  of  Frcmds  Hmderaon^  Jr. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jr.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  IVancis  Hen- 
derson, jr.,  in  full  for  services  rendered  to  the 
country  by  his  grandfather,  Colonel  John  Lau- 
rens. The  question  before  the  committee  was 
upon  a  motion  by  Mr.  Holmss,  of  Maine,  to  re- 
commit the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  altering  it, 
so  far  as  to  grant  the  money  to  Mrs.  Henderson, 
the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens.  This  motion, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Babbottb,  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Babboub,  after  some  further  remarks  on 
the  nature  of  this  claim,  and  in  confirmation  of 
those  which  he  had  previously  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  moved  that  the  blank  in 
the  bill  should  be  filled  with  the  sum  which 
the  committee  originally  reported  to  be  due  for 
the  expenses  incurred  by  Colonel  Laurens. 

Mr.  LowsiE  said  that  he  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  he  felt,  after  full  inves- 
tigation, that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  in 
any  shape.  As  the  subject  had  been  discussed 
two  days,  he  would  now,  in  order  to  try  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Elliott  opposed  the  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely.  He  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  Colonel  Laurens  had  really  expended  tlie 
moneys  which  the  bill  proposed  to  reimburse, 
and  that  the  claim  fairly  came  under  the  pro- 
vision of  Congress,  existing  at  that  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  their  foreign  Minis- 
ters. The  property  left  by  Colonel  Laurens  to 
his  family,  had  been  diminished  by  these  ex- 
penses ;  and  it  appeared  no  more  than  just  that 
they  should  be  paid.  The  circumstances  under 
which  the  daughter  was  situated  were  such, 
that  Mr.  E.  thought  the  money  ought  not  to  be 
j:iven  to  her — ^he  did  not,  therefore,  see  any 
mipropriety  in  voting  it  to  her  son. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood 
the  question,  as  to  passing  the  present  bill,  not 
to  turn  upon  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but, 
whether  the  person,  whose  name  was  men- 
tioned in  the  bill,  was  fairly  and  legally  author- 
ized to  receive  the  money.  It  Was  not  asked 
as  a  bounty,  but  as  a  remuneration  for  services 
rendered,  and  expenses  incurred;  and  it  was 
imperative  upon  uie  Government  to  pay  its  just 


debts;  but  it  was  also  important  to  know  who 
has  the  just  daim  to  it  If  Colonel  Laurens 
had  any  claim  upon  the  Grovemment  when  he 
died,  his  daughter  undoubtedly  became  the  heir 
to  that  claim.  When  she  married  Mr.  Hender- 
son, he  acquired  the  right  to  the  daim.  If  the 
claim  rests  on  the  law,  it  is  certainly  highly 
important  to  know  to  whom  it  now  belongs. 
If  Congress  were  to  pay  it  now,  wrangftdly, 
they  would  be  bound,  by  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice, to  pay  it  again  hereafter,  provided  the 
proper  person  came  forward  to  daim  it  If 
Mr.  Henderson  were  now  separated  from  his 
wife,  by  covenant  or  contract,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  inquire  how  far  that  separation  would 
affect  the  claim.  What  is  the  nature  of  that 
separation  ?  Does  it  secure  the  ri^ht  in  this 
daim  to  Henderson?  Until  he  could  see  some 
evidence  on  this  subject,  Mr.  L.  said  he  could 
not  say  what  right  the  grandson  had  to  receive 
this  money.  No  (Ae,  Mr.  L.  remarked,  could 
be  more  ready  than  himself  to  extend  a  foster- 
ing hand  to  those,  and  to  the  descendants  of 
those,  who  had  rendered  distinguished  services 
to  the  country,  and  no  one  was  more  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  the  services  rendered  by 
Colond  Laurens ;  but  he  wished,  before  he  was 
called  upon  to  vote  on  this  subject,  to  know  to 
whom  the  money  was  due,  and  who  had  a  legal 
daim  to  it — suppose,  by  a  contract  with  his 
wife,  that  Henderson  had  been  prohibited  from 
receiving  the  amount  of  this  daun — ^under  sach 
circumstances,  how  could  he  transfer  a  right  to 
his  son,  which  he  did  not  himself  possess?  If 
it  were  paid  to  the  son,  in  such  a  case.  Congress 
might  be  called  upon,  by  the  wife  of  Hend^v 
son,  to  pay  it  again.  These  reasons,  Hr.  Lu 
said,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postpone- 
ment, reserving  it  to  the  justice  of  the  countiy 
to  recognize  the  claim,  when  it  came  forward 
in  a  less  dubious  shape. 

Mr.  Lanman  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the 
items  in  Colonel  Laurens^s  account,  which  had 
been  allowed  by  the  Goremment ;  in  answer 
to  which,  Mr.  Babboub  furnished  tiie  informa- 
tion required. 

Mr.  Edwabds,  of  Illinois,  believed  that  noth- 
ing less  than  an  absolute  divorce  could  deprive 
Mr.  Henderson,  the  father,  of  the  right  to  re- 
ceive this  daim.  As  no  divorce  had  taken 
place,  he  surely  retained  that  right ;  and,  if  so, 
he  could  transfer  it  to  his  son.  If  nothing 
more  than  a  separation,  without  a  divorce,  had 
taken  place,  it  did  not  vitiate  the  right  of  Mr. 
Henderson;  and,  as  he  had  assented  to  the 
grant  being  made  in  favor  of  his  son,  there  was 
no  doubt  in  his  mind,  Mr.  E.  said,  that  the  son 
of  Henderson  had  a  fair  claim. 

Mr.  Babboub  intimated  his  wish,  provided 
the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  were  with- 
drawn, to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  so 
as  to  require  the  relinquishment  of  all  clums 
by  Francis  Henderson  the  father,  and  lYances 
E.  Henderson  the  mother,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  to  Francis  Henderson, 
junior. 
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Mr.  LowBOB  acccordinglj  withdrew  his  znQ- 
tiou  for  indefinite  postponement,  in  order  to 
admit  the  amendment 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maasaehnsetts,  was  in  favor  of 
the  fldlowance  of  the  daim;  for,  he  believed 
that  a  wise  liberality  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  was  &e  most  proper  economy ; 
he  would  not  agree  that  one  dollar  of  this 
money  should  go  to  the  hnsband,  or  to  the 
wife,  in  this  case ;  but  he  felt  perfectly  willing 
to  give  it  to  ^e  son,  for  his  own  exclusive  use 
and  benefit;  he,  therefore,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  strengthen  the  expressions  used  in  that 
which  was  offered  by  Mr.  Babsoub. 

Mr.  Edwabdb,  of  Connecticut,  expressed  his 
reluctance  to  legislate  at  all  on  this  subject,  at 
this  time,  and  renewed  the  motion  for  its  in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr.  HATins  opposed  the  postponement;  he 
could  see  no  good  reason  for  refusing  to  act 
upon  the  daim.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
thought,  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present, 
that  there  did  exist  an  equitable  daim  for  the 
services  of  Golond  Laurens;  he  had  left  a 
daughter ;  that  daughter  had  married,  and  her 
husband  was  living;  they  had  a  son.  Now, 
either  the  daughter,  her  husband,  or  her  son, 
or  aJl  of  them  together,  were  entitled  to  this 
money ;  and  to  one^  or  to  all  of  them,  it  ought 
to  be  paid.  In  the  strict  sense  of  the  law,  no 
one  could  recover  it.  It  was  left  to  the  equity 
of  Congress  to  pay  it ;  and,  whichever  of  the 
persons  in  question  were  to  receive  it.  Congress 
could  never  be  expected  to  pay  it  a  second  time. 
Mr.  H.  thought  the  son  the  most  proper  person 
to  receive  it  There  could  be  no  aoubt  that 
the  blood  of  Colonel  Laurens  flowed  in  his 
veins ;  he  was  now  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  just  entering  upon  a  profesmonal  life. 
In  the  morning  of  his  days,  this  money  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  him. 

Mr.  CHAin)LKB  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  mistaken,  when  he  said 
that  no  man  doubted  the  justice  of  this  claim — 
he,  for  one,  did  not  believe  this  money  to  be 
due — ^he  believed  t^at  Colonel  Laurens  had  re- 
ceived all  the  pay  he  had  expected,  or  wished, 
from  the  Government—and  Uiere  had  not  been 
sufficient  evidence  produced  to  convince  him 
that  this  debt  was  due.  He  E^ould,  therefore, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  against  it  He  had  no 
doubt  that  Colond  Laurens  had  rendered  very 
essential  services  to  the  country;  nor  did  he 
wish  to  diminish  their  importance — ^but  he  did 
not  believe  the  present  claim  to  be  founded  in 
justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kbllt,  the  blQ  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
Mr.  Beih^n,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  constitution,  in  re- 
fard  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice- 
president,  reported  tiie  following  resolutions; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 


**Jie9olved,  ^,  That  the  fofiowing  amendmenf  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatares  of  the  several  States ;  whidi,  when 
ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fonrtbs  of  the 
States,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  oonstitation : 

**For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shdl, 
by  its  L^gisialme,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dis- 
tricts, equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  Budi  State  may  be  entitled.  These  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  oontignous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titled by  the  constitution  to  be  represented.  In  eadi 
of  tiiese  districts,  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislatare,  shall 
choose  one' Representative. 

*'  For  the  purpose  of  dioosmg  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of 
districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  which  districts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territoiy,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  en- 
titied  by  the  constitution  to  be  represented.  The 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  nnmerous 
branch  of  the  State  Lenslature,  in  each  of  tiiese  dis- 
tricts, shall  choose  one  Elector. 

"  The  Elector^  when  convened  on  the  day  and  at 
the  place  prescribed  bylaw,  for  the  purpose  of  voting 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  shall  have  power, 
in  case  any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend  before  noon 
of  such  day,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors  in  place 
of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend. 

*'  The  division  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  thb 
amendment  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  immediate- 
ly after  every  future  census,  and  apportionment  of 
Representatives  under  the  same.  Aiid  such  dutricts 
shall  not  be  altered  until  another  census  shall  have 
been  taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
under  it,  shall  have  been  made. 

*'  When  the  lists  of  aU  persons  voted  for  as  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each,  shall  have  been  signed,  oerdfied^  and  transmit- 
ted, sealed,  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  required 
by  the  constitution,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  form  a  joint  meeting,  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  who  shall  open 
all  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
President,  shall  be  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
minority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ; 
and  if  no  person  have  such  minority,  then,  from  the 
highest  nnmbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall 
immediately,  by  ballot,  choose  the  President  A 
majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall 
be  necessary  to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  after 
which  a  plurality  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  as  Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President, 
if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whde  number 
of  Electors  appointed.  If  no  person  have  that  ma- 
jority, then  lie  shall  be  choeen  by  the  Senate,  as  di- 
rected by  the  constitution. 

^^Beulvedf  That  no  person,  having  been  twice 
elected  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  oaU 
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up*  the  preceding  resolations,  for  conrideration, 
a  week  fh>m  the  next  Monday. 


Fbidat,  Janaarj  0. 
2fa/f>y  Pension  Fund. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Oommittee 
on  Naval  AffairSy  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
BepresentativeS)  further  extending  the  term  of 
half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in 
the  public  service,  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lloti>,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
object  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives)  was  to  extend  the 
time  of  certain  pensions  which  had  been  al- 
ready granted  on  the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;  and 
that  the  amendment,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, was  intended  to  repeal  another  law,  now  in 
existence,  in  relation  to  the  same  fund ;  that,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Senate  to  judge  correctly 
whether  it  were  proper  to  concur  in  the  bill  on 
the  table,  or  to  amend  it  as  proposed  by  the 
committee,  it  might  be  useful  that  he  should 
briefly  advert  to  the  origin  of  4he  fund,  its 
present  state  and  situation,  and  the  future 
prospects  which  were  supposed  to  attend  it. 
The  Navy  Pension  Fund  had  its  date  in  1800. 
Prior  to  that  time,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  the  early  periods  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, pensions  had  been  occasionally  granted 
to  distinguished  and  meritorious  Army  and 
Navy  officers,  but  no  distinct  fhnd  had  existed 
for  the  payment  of  those  pensions,  prior  to  the 
year  1800.  At  that  time,  Oongress  passed  a 
law  in  which  the  prize  money  that  had  accrued 
during  the  quasi  war  with  France,  in  1798,  and 
all  money  tnat  should  thereafter  accrue  to  the 
United  States  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  should, 
forever,  be  appropriated  as  a  pension  fund,  for 
the  puipose  of  providing  for  those  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  had  been  disabled  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  become  entitled  thereto ; 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was  en>res8- 
ly  pledged,  if  thefimd  should  be  found  insufficient 
for  this  purpose,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
from  its  other  sources  of  revenue ;  but.  in  case 
there  should  be  a  surplus  income  from  tlie  fund, 
beyond  the  charges  on  it,  that  then  such  sur- 
plus should  be  applied  to  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, and  for  snch  as,  by  a  course  of  lon^-oon- 
tinued  and  faithful  services,  might  merit  the 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  pension  fund,  in 
1800,  but  the  law  of  that  year  no  further  ap- 
plied to  the  cases  now  under  consideration, 
than  that  it  shows  the  commencement  and  ob- 
ject of  the  fund ;  that  it  was  to  be  perpetual ; 
that  the  fidth  of  the  (Government  was  pledged 
to  supply  any  deficiency ;  and  that  part  of  the 
original  appropriation  constituted  a  part  of  the 
existing  fund  at  the  present  time,  and  carried 
along  with  it  all  the  provisions  of  the  original 
law. 


Thus  the  fund  rested  until  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  when,  in  January, 
1818,  an  act  was  passed,  providing  that,  if  any 
officer  of  the  Navy  or  marines  should  be  killed, 
or  die  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  the 
line  of  his  duty,  the  widow  or  child  of  such 
officer  should  be  entitled  to  receive  a  pension 
for  five  years,  wftisl  to  the  half  monthly  pay  of 
such  deceased  officer.  The  next  year,  1814^ 
the  same  provision  was  extended  to  seamen 
and  marines :  the  pensions  under  both  of  these 
acts  expired  m  course ;  and,  in  1818  and  1819, 
other  acts  were  passed,  giving  to  those  who  en- 
joyed them  an  extended  term  of  five  years, 
making  the  pension  for  ten  years  instead  of 
five;  thev  have  now  again  expired,  or  are 
about  expiring,  and  the  purpose  of  the  present 
bill  is  to  give  them  an  extended  operation  of 
five  years  more,  making  the  term  of  fifteen 
years  instead  of  ten,  as  mt  provided. 

In  determining  this  question,  the  only  inter- 
esting point  with  regard  to  it  was,  whether 
the  income  of  the  fund  was  sufficient  for  this 
charge  upon  it ;  for  if  it  were  not,  as  the  fainh 
of  tlie  Government  was  pledged  to  make  up 
any  deficiency,  an  inconvenient  claim  might  be 
made  upon  its  other  resources.  It  had  been 
endeavored,  therefore,  to  ascertain  this  with 
precision,  and  Mr.  L.  believed  he  could  very 
nearly,  if  not  exactly,  show  the  situation  of  the 
fund,  even  so  late  as  the  first  of  the  present 
month. 

There  were  then,  as  he  understood,  on 
the  Navy  pension  list,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  male  penMoners,  re- 
ceiving ....  $27,28S 
Sixtv-nine  widows  and  orphans,  of 
whom  there  were,  as  he  believed, 
only  three  children,  receiving       -       10,180 

$87,412 

To  which  might  be  added,  the  salary  of  the 
secretary  of  the  fund,  and  some  contingent  ex- 

Senses,  probably  making  the  aggregate  die- 
nrsement  for  the  past  year  amount  to  $88,000. 
Against  this  was  to  be  placed  the  inoome  of 
the  Smd,  which  consisted  of  $781,411,  invested 
in  the  most  secure  fund  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States — which 
gave  an  interest  this  year  of  $46,984. 

Ninety-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  two 
dollars,  most  unfortunately  invested  in  the 
stock  of  one  of  the  local  banks,  which,  for  the 
last  six  months,  gave  no  dividend,  and  probably 
would  not,  for  a  considerable  time  to  come; 
and,  on  which  investment,  if  the  stock  were 
now  sold,  a  loss  would  be  sustained  by  the 
fand,  of  $70,000.  And  $29,000  of  other  bank 
stock,  of  better  credit,  in  the  IHstrict,  which  he 
would  estimate  as  yielding,  annually,  a  full  rate 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum ;  thus  giv- 
ing, as  the  gross  product  of .  the  fund,  a£>at 
$48,000 — ^and  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  there- 
of; of  $10,000. 
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This,  Hr.  L.  said,  was  a  cheering  riew  of  the 
sabjeot^  the  anfortiinate  investment  notwith- 
standing;  and,  recollecting  that  the  fond  has 
been  created  by  the  gallant  enterprise  of  those 
whose  descendants  ei\]07ed  it,  that  it  was 
abandant  for  the  parpose,  and  the  pensioners 
to  whom  it  was  to  be  given  had  been  selected 
heretofore  as  being  worthy  of  the  patronage, 
and  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country, 
as  the  representtaives  of  those  who  had  nobly 
offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  patriotism, 
and  had  splendidly  illustrated  the  naval  char- 
acter of  tneir  country,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  there  could  be  no  hesitancy  in  giving  the 
extended  term  proposed,  and  in  concurring 
with  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  the  committee  unanimously  re- 
commended. 

The  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  bill, 
and  which  provided  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  the 

Present  system,  remained  to  be  considered, 
he  law  referred  to,  was  that  of  1817,  to 
amend  and  explain  an  act  for  giving  pensions 
to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in 
the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States;  which,  probably,  originated  un- 
der the  influence  of  one  of  those  impulses  of 
humanity,  which  do  so  much  honor  to  nations 
as  well  as  individuals,  but  which  was  so  broad 
and  naked  in  its  provisions,  that,  when  under- 
stood— and  a  knowledge  of  it  was  now,  he  be- 
lieved, fast  extending — ^as  to  absorb,  if  acted 
on  according  to  its  letter,  not  only  any  surplus 
which  the  fund  might  give,  but  also  to  make  a 
heavy  .tax  on  the  public  Treasury.  The  act 
provides  that,  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine, 
belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
shall  die,  (the  expression  gives  a  prospective 
operation,  and  the  law  is  unlimited  as  to  dura- 
tion,) or  shall  have  died,  since  1812,  in  conse* 
quence  of  disease  contracted,  or  of  casualties,  or 
of  injuries,  received  while  in  the  line  of  his 
duty — ^his  widow  or  chUd  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
half  monthly  pension  for  five  years ;  and  under 
the  wording  of  this  act,  it  is  contended  that, 
admitting  men  are  received  into  service  in  good 
health,  scarcely  a  death  can  occur,  but  what 
may  be  traced  or  attributed  to  some  disease, 
casualty,  or  injury,  received  in  the  course  of  his 
duty ;  and  the  marine,  perhaps  a  loose  or  itin- 
erant member  of  society,  who  enlisted  yester- 
day, if  killed  last  night,  while  on  duty  as  a  sen- 
tinel round  the  Capitol,  by  the  fall  of  a  tile 
from  its  roof^  or  who,  from  patroling  its  damp 
arcades,  caught  a  catarrhal  affection,  producing 
consumption  and  terminating  in  death — the 
seamen  who  died  in  the  Congress  frigate  off 
Manilla,  or  at  the  Havana,  Uiose  who  were 
sufferers  under  Captain  Spence  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  victims  to  the  epidemic  at 
Thompson's  Island  the  last  summer,  are  all  of 
them  entitled  to  give  to  their  widows,  or  chil- 
dren, if  they  have  them,  a  right  to  the  claim  of 
a  pension  or  half  monthly  allowance  of  five 
years,  imder  the  present  act.  This,  he  would 
observe,  is  not  an  idle  apprehension;  oases 


have  occurred  under  it,  and  are  increaiSing, 
while  the  commissioners,  unwilling  to  admit  a 
construction  which  they  do  not  believe  was 
ever  contemplated,  are  still  precluded  by  the 
letter  of  the  law,  from  decisively  rejecting  the 
claims  which  have  already  arisen,  and  which 
cannot  but  rapidly  multiply. 

It  never  was,  nor  could  have  been,  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Gk>vemment  to  give  to 
every  common  seaman  or  marine,  who,  in  time 
of  peace,  might  die  by  disease  contracted,  or 
casualty  occurring  in  the  course  of  lus  duty,  a 
right,  after  a  day  or  month's  service,  to  place 
his  widow  or  his  child  on  the  pension  list  for 
five  years ;  it  was  a  perversion  of  the  pension 
act,  although  the  literal  construction  was  a  cor- 
rect one,  as  he  understood,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners,  as  well  as  others ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  of  this  evil,  after  most 
scrupulously  guarding  the  rights  of  all  those 
who  had  received  pensions,  and  of  all  those  al- 
so who  might,  by  possibility,  be  entitled  to 
them  up  to  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
the  amendment  now  offered  was  recommended, 
and  in  this  recommendation  the  committee 
were  also  unanimous.  The  effect  of  it,  if 
adopted,  would  be,  to  restore  the  pension  frmd 
to  its  original  and  legitimate  uses;  one  of 
which,  and  perhaps  the  most  important,  was 
to  excite  to  deeds  of  noble  daring,  and  chival- 
rous achievement,  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
our  coimtry,  by  the  assurance  which  was  given 
them  that,  if  superannuated  after  long  and 
faithful  services,  or  if  disabled,  they  would  re- 
ceive succor  from  their  Government;  or  if 
slain,  or  dying  from  honorable  woimds,  that 
their  widows  and  orphans  should  receive  sup- 
port, at  least  for  a  term  of  five  years,  from  the 
proceeds  of  a  fund,  which  ought  sacredly  to  be 
preserved  for  these  most  useful  pmrposes ;  leav* 
ing  new  or  individual  cases  which  may  occur 
hereafter,  to  be  provided  for  aooording  to  their 
merits. 

These,  Hr.  Llotd  said,  were  the  views 
which  influenced  the  committee,  and  which  he 
had  thought  it  respectful  to  the  Senate  to  com- 
municate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
who  also  offered  some  remarks  on  the  subject, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 


WsDNBSDAT,  January  14. 
Nicholas  Van  Dtes,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

FennoTU  to  WidoiM  and  Children  of  Fenoru 
slain  in  the  Privateer  Service, 

Mr.  Pabbott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ;  which  was  read : 

Beuived^  That  the  Committee  <m  Naval  AfBauzs  be 
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inftrocstad  to  inquire  into  the  eiqwdieney  of  oontina- 
inp^  the  penaani  heretofore  gnntod  l^  law  to  the 
mdowi  and  orpheos  of  penons  akin  In  the  private- 
umed  Teasels  of  the  United  Statee,  or  who  maj 
have  died  in  oonieqnenoe  of  a^y  accident  or  caaoaltjr 
which  occoired  on  board  anch  veaaeli  dniing  the 
late  war. 


Thubsdat,  January  15. 
Thom AB  CiJLTTON,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  fill  the 
▼acancy  oocnsioned  by  the  reeiguatioa  of 
OflBsar  A.  Rodney,  produced  his  credentials, 
waa  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Fbidat  January  16. 
The  £igM  qf  Ft^'m^tian. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  PnbUc  Lands  nnfa- 
▼orable  to  the  petition  of  Oolonel  Alexander  A. 
White,  who  petitioned  Oongress  to  grant  him  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  tract  of  public 
land,  which  he  had  settled,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Misrissippi  River. 

Mr.  Jomrsoir,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  reverse 
the  report,  and,  in  support  of  this  motion,  he 
explained  the  nature  of  the  claim,  and  ofiered 
hk  views  at  some  length.  It  appears,  from  his 
statement,  and  from  the  papers  wluch  he  read, 
that  the  i>etitioner  was  a  distinguished  officer  of 
the  late  war ;  that  when  disbanded  in  1815,  being 
unable  to  purchase  lands,  and  not  knowing  that 
the  act  of  Oonmss,  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Louisi- 
ana, had  expired,  he  setUed  on  a  tract  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  «tuated  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton 
Rouge,  and  had  built  houses,  drained  lands,  and 
OAde  considerable  improvements  thereon ;  that 
he  had  made  apublic  road,  and  a  levee,  for  near 
three  miles  in  front  of  the  land,  which  had  re- 
claimed a  considerable  portion  of  the  public  lands 
from  the  inundation  of  the  river,  and  added 
greatly  to  the  value  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
vidni^.  He  prayed  that  Oongress  would  grant 
him  a  donation,  or  pre-emption  right  to  the  land 
in  ouestion. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  committee  had  reported 
against  the  claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  petition- 
er had  settled  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Oongress 
of  1807,  prohibitinff  settlements  upon  the  public 
lands.  He  contended,  that  the  act  aUnoed  to 
was  passed  to  meet  one  or  two  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary character,  and  not  to  prevent  emigra- 
tion to  the  West,  and  that  Oongress  had,  in 
numerous  instances,  since  that  act  passed,  grant- 
ed the  pre-emption  right  to  settlers  in  the  new 
States  and  Territories ;  tiiat  sound  policy  requir- 
ed that  the  practice  shoidd  still  be  continued ; 
that  it  should  be  the  object  of  the  Government 
to  strengthen  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the 
Union,  by  a  dense  white  population ;  that  such 
a  population  was  particularly  required  in  Louisi- 
ana to  protect  the  country  against  internal 
commotion  and  external  invasion;  and  he  ar- 


gued to  show,  that  such  a  course  would  operate 
even  to  the  advantage  of  the  Grovemment,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  as  it  would  add  to  the 
value  of  the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  complained  of  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  in  not  surveying  and  brin^g 
into  market  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana,  in 
consequence  of  which,  those  who  had  removed 
to  that  country  had  not  been  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  purchasing  public  lands:  and  that 
emigration  had  been  repelled  from  the  country. 
Mr.  J.  contended,  that,  from  the  circumstances 
he  had  stated,  this  was  one  of  the  strongest 
cases  which  could  occur;  that  the  petitioner 
had  been  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit ;  that 
he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  men  and  served 
with  great  reputation  throughout  the  Oreek 
war;  Qiat,  at  New  Orleans  in  an  attack  on  the 
enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded,  in  considera- 
tion of  which,  and  for  his  gallant  conduct  on 
that  occasion,  he  was  brevetted  to  the  rank  of  a 
lieutenant  Oolonel  Mr.  J.  said  that,  if  distin- 
guished services,  if  gallant  conduct  in  action,  if 
wounds  received  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
country,  give  claims  upon  the  favorable  con- 
siderataon  of  the  Government,  Oolonel  White 
was  entitled  to  that  consideration.  He  con- 
cluded by  remarking,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  commanded  at  New  Orleans,  (allnd- 
ing  to  General  Jackson,)  would,  he  was  per- 
suaded, testify  to  the  callantry  and  distinguished 
services  of  Oolonel  White. 

Mr.  Jackson  confirmed  the  representation 
which  had  been  made  of  the  meritorious  con- 
duct of  Oolonel  White,  in  the  campaign  at  New 
Orleans,  where  he  was,  in  the  battle  of  the  23d 
December,  severely  wounded;  and  Mr.  J.  ob- 
served that,  if  gallant  conduct,  meritorious  ser- 
vices, and  severe  sufferings,  entitled  any  man  to 
the  boon  he  asked  for  from  the  Government,  no 
one  could  have  stronger  claims  than  Colonel 
White,  and  he,  for  one,  should  give  the  peti- 
tioner his  vote. 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  subject,  which,  from 
the  number  and  talents  of  the  gentlemen  who 
engaged  in  it,  and  the  earnestness  and  ability 
displayed,  rendered  it  interesting,  and  would 
have  entitled  it  to  a  fhU  report,  had  the  prind- 
ple  involved  not  repeatedly,  heretofore,  been  the 
subject  of  the  deliberations  and  acta  of  Oongress. 

Besides  the  gentlemen  above  named,  the  ap- 

Sticatton  of  the  petitioner  was  advocated  by 
[essrs.  Smith,  LiincAN,  Bentok,  and  Bbowv; 
and  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Babtoit,  Lowus, 
Yah  Dtkb,  Ohavdlbb,  Bjjeboub,  Kino  of  New 
York,  and  Macon.  In  support  of  the  claim 
were  ux^ged  principally  the  reasons  stated  above 
— ^the  merits,  and  services,  and  poverty,  of  the 
petitioner ;  the  worthless  quality  of  the  land»  in 
its  natural  condition,  before  the  petitioner  had 
reclaimed  it  by  his  labor,  by  the  erection  erf 
embankments  to  keep  the  river  from  overflowing 
it,  &c. ;  the  additional  value  which  this  settle- 
ment and  the  improvements  gave  to  neighboring 
public  lands ;  the  proprie^  of  granting  pre- 
emptive rights  to  enoounige  die  settlement  oi  the 
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waste  pnblio  lands ;  former  exceptions  made  by 
Congress  to  the  law,  &c.  On  the  other  hand, 
were  nrged  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation, 
solemnly  adopted  by  Oongress,  in  the  passage  of 
an  act,  forbidding  all  persons  from  setting  down 
on  any  of  the  public  lands;  the  impropriety  of 
holding  out  encouragement  to  persons  to  violate 
the  law  by  granting  pre-emption  to  this  peti- 
tioner who  had,  contrary  to  law,  established 
himself  on  the  public  lands ;  that  in  acting  on  such 
a  case  the  merits  of  the  individual  (which  all 
acknowledged)  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration; that  if  the  prohibitory  law  was 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  but  while  in  exist- 
ence it  ought  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  not 
have  impunity  and  encouragement  held  out  to 
disregard  and  violate  it,  &c. 

'  The  debate  continued,  with  much  animation, 
until  three  o'clock. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Johi^son's 
motion  to  reverse  the  report  and  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  it  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — ^Messrs,  Benton,  Brown,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Hayne,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Smith,  and  Tal- 
boir-11. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  El- 
liott, Hudlay,  Gaiilard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
MLssissppi,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Uoyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  McD- 
vaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pairott,  Rng- 
gles,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wniiam»--32. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed 
to.* 


Mo2n)AT,  January  19. 
Nicholas  Wabs,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed  during 
the  last  session,  attended,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

22oad  in  the  Territory  qfArhansas, 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  mak- 
ing a  road  from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas;^' and  the  further  consideration  tJiereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  tiie 
day  for,  to-morrow. 

Weditebdat,  January  21. 
Danuel  D.  Tomfkikb,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
attended. 


*  This  debat«,  ftnd  the  vote  whicli  followed  it,  will  show 
the  low  point  at  which  the  pre-emption  system  stood  at 
that  time  In  Congress— «  sjstem  which  was  afterwards 
ftnight  up  into  general  popularitj,  and  beeame  incorporated 
as  a  permaneikt,  and  most  benefldal  part  of  the  public  land 
^Tstem. 


Public  LancU—JSipeal  of  Trespan  Aet^FrO" 
emptiofiL 

The  resolution  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr. 
JoHNSOir,  of  Louisiana,  proposing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of 
Congress,  ^*  preventing  settlements  being  made 
on  the  public  lands,  until  authorized  by  law," 
was  again  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  JoHKSoir,  in  support  of  the  resolution, 
said  that,  in  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place  a  few  days  since,  upon  the  daim  of  Col- 
onel White,  the  act  mentioned  in  this  resolu- 
tion had  frequently  been  alluded  to,  and  several 
members  had  expressed  their  opinion  that  it 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Being  of  the  same  opin- 
ion himself,  knowing  that  the  operation  oi  the 
law  was  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  believing  that  it  could 
never  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Government  to 
prevent  the  settlement  of  its  lands;  he  had  pro- 
posed an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  repealing 
that  law.  He  thought  tiiat,  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the  settlement  of  these  lands,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage 
it  Vast  tracts  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana yet  remain  unsettled,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  State,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, to  do  any  thing  towards  their  settle- 
ment. Many  of  the  lands  in  question  had  not 
even  been  surveyed.  The  power  of  the  United 
States  to  hold  such  lands,  waste  and  useless  to 
the  State  in  which  they  are  situated,  is  doubted 
by  many  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intelli- 

rt  men.  It  was  an  opinion  entertained^  Mr. 
said,  by  many  persons,  who  were  highly 
competent  to  judge  in  su<ui  a  case,  that  when 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  with 
all  the  privileges  and  powers  belonging  to  the 
other  States,  that  it  had  a  right  to  the  control 
over  these  lands — at  any  rate,  to  whomsoever 
this  power  belongs,  it  is  obvious  that  the  settle- 
ment of  lands  ought  to  be  facilitated,  and  with 
a  view  to  that  object,  he  had  submitted  this  res- 
olution ;  as  it  merely  proposed  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law,  he  trusted 
it  would  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  thought  it  an  un- 
usual course  to  refer  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  a 
committee ;  as  it  could  as  well  be  settled  by  the 
Senate,  without  such  reference.  He  dissented 
entirely  from  the  opinions  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana — ^he  thought  the  true 
policy  of  the  country  was,  to  prohibit,  by  all 
possible  means,  the  unlawM  settlement  of  its 
Imids.  These  lands  had  been  purchased  of  the 
Indians,  with  money  from  the  public  Treasury 
— surveys  had  been  instituted,  at  great  expense 
to  the  nation — and  the  prices  which  the  Gk>v- 
emment  now  puts  upon  its  lands,  are  so  very 
low,  that  no  reasonable  man  can  require  that 
they  should  be  less.  The  terms  upon  which 
they  are  offered,  are  highly  advantageous  to 
every  one  who  is  desirous  to  go  there,  and 
make  settlement  Although  the  policy  of 
France  and  Spain  had  been  different,  in  regard 
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to  the  settlement  of  publio  lands,  yet,  Mr.  K, 
thought  our  policy  far  the  most  unexception- 
able, as  it  provides  for  a  regular,  just,  and 
moral  settlement,  by  fair  and  legal  titles. 
Every  one  who  wished  to  become  the  possessor 
of  a  portion  of  the  land  in  question,  could  easily 
acquire  a  sure  title  to  it.  If  such  .a  regular  and 
orderly  settlement  was  to  be  produced,  it  could 
only  be  done  by  adliering  to  the  system  which 
the  Government  has  adopted.  Mr.  K.  asked 
gentlemen  to  consider,  if  the  publio  lands 
were  thrown  open  to  every  one  who  saw 
fit  to  settle  upon  them,  without  price  and 
without  title,  whether  there  could  be  any 
guarantee  for  the  security  of  property,  in  such 
a  settlement. 

If  those  extensive  tracts  of  country  of  which 
the  gentleman  had  spoken,  were  settled  in  that 
way,  men  would  be  sent  to  Congress  to  make 
laws  for  the  people,  who  had  themselves  en- 
tirely disregarded  the  laws  and  the  rights  of 
property.  Such  a  state  of  things  would  be  de- 
plorable indeed.  The  only  men  who  are  fit  to 
make  laws  for  the  people,  are  those  who  hold 
their  property  by  a  just  and  fair  title.  He  be- 
lieved that  Congress  had  ever  been  willing  to 
do,  and  had  done,  every  thing  that  was  fidr 
and  equitable,  to  encourage  the  settlement  of 
the  public  lands ;  and  he  had  always  thought 
that  the  system  now  acted  on  had  greatly  ad- 
vanced that  object.  The  greatest  difficulties 
which  had  been  encountered  in  the  business, 
had  arisen  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  titles.  If  this  law,  which  is  so 
necessary  to  the  credit  and  the  happiness  of  the 
country,  were  repealed,  such  a  repeal  would 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  subvert  the  proper 
settlement  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment.' 

Mr.  Johnson  briefly  replied  to  Mr.  Ejno. 
Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Bbnton,  made 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject ;  and  the  reso- 
lution was  negatived  by  «  considerable  mia- 
jority. 


Thtjbsdat,  January  22. 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Boad  and 
Canal  Making  Power  within  the  Statee*, 
Mr.  Van  Buben  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given  on  Wednesday  last,  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  subject  of  thepower  of  Congress  to  make 
roads  and  canals.  He  said  he  was  as  much  op- 
posed as  any  man,  to  frequent  alterations  of 
the  form  of  government  under  which  we  live, 
but  he  would  make  no  apology  for  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  Senate^  in  so  imposing  a 
form  as  that  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion. He  would  not  do  so,  because  he  was  en- 
tirely convinced  that  no  one  could  dispassion- 
ately consider  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
to  which  his  resolution  relates,  without  feeling  I 
the  imperious  necessity  of  some  constitational  I 


provision  on  the  subject  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion, at  this  time,  to  enter  into  the  discussion 
of  the  matter;  he  would  only  submit  one  or 
two  general  remarks  in  relation  to  it.  Of  the 
importance  of  the  question,  it  was  not  neceaeaiy 
to  speak.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  its  scope, 
it  embraces  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  an  un- 
limited extent,  and  in  its  result  must  affect,  as 
fjEir  as  the  agency  of  the  Federal  Government 
was  concerned,  the  future  internal  improvement 
of  a  great  and  flourishing  country.  Is  the  pow- 
er to  make  roads  and  canals,  within  the  States, 
now  vested  in  the  Federal  Government?  In- 
dividuals, said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  may  give  their  im- 
pressions, with  their  reasons*  for  the  variooa 
ingenious  constructions  they  put  upon  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  constitution,  to  make  ont 
that  this  power  exists ;  but  all  candid  men  will 
admit  that  there  are  few  questions  more  unset- 
tled. Whilst,  in  some  States,  the  power  is  uni- 
versally conceded,  and  its  exercise  loudly  re- 
quired, in  others,  its  existence  is  as  generally 
denied,  and  its  exercise  as  ardently  resisted. 
Is  there  cause  to  believe  that,  as  the  constitu- 
tion now  stands,  a  construction  will  obtain, 
which  will  be  so  far  acquiesced  in  as  to  be  re- 
garded and  enforced  as  one  of  the  established 
powers  of  the  General  Government?  He 
thought  there  was  not  For  about  twenty 
years,  this  subject  had  been  one  of  constant 
and  earnest  discussion.  Eflbrts  have,  at  vari- 
ous times,  been  made  in  Congress  to  exercise 
the  power  in  question.  They  have  met  some- 
times with  more,  and  sometimes  with  less, 
favor.  Bills^  contaming  the  assertion,  and  di- 
recting the  exercise  of  this  power,  have  passed 
the  two  Houses,  and  been  returned,  with  objec- 
tions, by  two  successive  Presidents,  and  fisiled 
for  want  of  the  constitutional  m^ority.  The 
last  Congress  and  the  Executive  were  arrayed 
against  each  other,  upon  the  question,  and  as 
£eu*  as  a  recent  vote  of  the  other  House  may  be 
regarded  as  evidence  of  the  present  opinion  of 
Congress,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
such  is  now  the  case. 

The  Grovemment  has  now  been  in  operation 
rising  of  thirty  years ;  and  although  the  snlneot 
has  always  been  a  matter  of  interest^  no  law 
clearly  embracing  the  power  has  ever  yet  been 
passed.  There  is,  therefore,  but  little  reason 
to  hope,  that,  without  some  constitutional  pro- 
vision, the  question  will  ever  be  settled.  If 
the  General  Grovemment  has  not  now  the 
power,  Mr.  Y.  B.  said,  that  he  for  one,  thought 
that,  under  suitable  restrictions,  they  ought  to 
have  it  As  to  what  those  restrictions  ou^t 
to  be,  there  might,  and  probably  would,  be 
diversity  of  opinion.  But,  as  to  the  abstract 
proposition,  that  as  much  of  the  ftmds  of  tlie 
nation  as  could  be  raised,  without  oppre88i<», 
and  as  are  not  necessary  to  the  discnarge  of 
existing  and  indispensable  demands  upon  the 
Government,  should  be  expended  upon  internal 
improvements,  under  restrictions  regarding  the 
sovereignty  and  securing  the  equal  interest  ot 
the  States,  he  presumed  there  would  be  little 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


401 


JiKVABT,  1824.] 


8loop$  of  War. 


[Sknatb. 


difference  of  opinion.  He  oonld  not  but  hope, 
that  those  who  think  the  better  oonstruction  of 
the  constitution  is,  that  Congress  now  have  the 
power,  would  also  consent  to  some  amendment. 
They  must,  at  all  events,  admit  that  it  is  far 
from  beinff  a  clear,  and  certainlj  not  a  settled 
matter,  and  in  view  of  the  danger  always  at- 
tending the  exercise  of  a  doubtffil  right  by  the 
Fedenu  Government  against  the  persevering 
opposition  of  the  several  States,  tiiey  would 
decide  whether,  instead  of  contesting  this  mat- 
ter as  it  has  been  done  for  so  many  years,  it 
would  not  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
to  place  the  matter  on  well-defined  ground. 
There  were  many  strong  reasons  why  he 
thought  this  course  ought  to  be  pursued,  and 
which,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  urge.  For  the  present,  he  would 
simply  add,  that,  independent  of  the  collisions 
of  State  interests,  which  this  power  is  more 
likely  than  any  other  to  produce,  the  exercise 
of  it  in  Uie  present  state  of  the  constitution, 
and  with  an  Executive  whose  reading  of  it 
should  be  different  from  that  of  the  present, 
and  the  two  who  last  preceded  him,  could  not 
fail  to  be  grossly  unequal  among  the  States ; 
because  it  is  well  known  that  there  were  some 
States  who  have  invariably,  and  who  will,  as 
long  as  they  prefer  the  inviolability  of  the  con- 
stitution to  their  local  interest,  continue  to 
oppoae  the  exercise  of  this  power  with  them. 
Without,  therefore,  the  ability  to  prevent^  they 
would  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  its  ex- 
ercise. The  course  now  pronosed  had  been 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  last  Congress  by 
the  present  Executive,  and,  when  the  subject 
came  up  for  discussion,  he  would  endeavor  to 
show  that  its  adoption  was  called  for  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

Leave  was  then  granted,  and  Mr.  Van 
BuBBH  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading : 

^^Reaolved^  {fv^  That  the  following  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed 
to  the  LegiaUtores  of  the  several  States : 

'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  roads  and 
canals :  but  all  money  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  ac- 
eording  to  the  last  enumeration  of  their  respective 
irambers,  and  applied  to  the  making  and  repairing  of 
roads  and  canals  within  the  several  States,  as  Con- 
gress may  durect;  but  any  State  may  consent  to  the 
appropriation  by  Congress  of  its  quota  of  such  appro- 
priation in  the  making  or  repairing  of  roads  and 
canals,  without  its  own  limits;  no  such  road  or  ca- 
nal shall,  however,  be  made  withbi  any  State,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  and  aU 
such  money  shall  be  so  expended  under  their  direo- 
tion.-» 


*  It  will  be  peroeiyed  that  this  proposed  amendmeut  of 
the  eoDstltatlon  only  ezteiulB  to  Slatu^  there  being  no 
question  abont  the  power  Qt  Congress  to  make  these  Im- 
provements in  the  Territories— even  Qt  porely  local  ehar- 
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The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops 
of  war  for  tiie  Naval  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pabbott  said  that  upon  examination  into 
this  subject,  he  had  found  that  the  Government 
had,  at  different  times,  built  twelve  or  thirteen 
vessels  of  the  description  proposed  to  be  built, 
under  this  act;  that  this  class  of  vessels  were 
of  the  greatest  use,  both  in  peace  and  war; 
that  the  experience  of  the  last  year  furnishes 
proof  enough  of  their  utility.  The  outrages 
committed  by  the  pirates  in  the  West  Indian 
eeas  had  shown  the  necessity  of  vessels  of  such 
a  size  as  were  best  fitted  to  protect  our  com- 
merce. In  1808,  Congress  haid  authorized  the 
building  of  four  vessels  of  sixteen  guns;  in 
1804,  two  others  were  built;  and  in  1818,  six 
additional  vessels  of  the  same  class — making, 
in  the  whole,  twelve  vessels.  By  shipwreck, 
decay,  and  disaster,  a  considerable  portion  of 
these  vessels  were  lost ;  and  there  now  only  re- 
mained three  or  four  of  them,  and  those  not  of 
the  best  kind.  By  passing  this  act.  Congress 
would  only  restore  the  former  number  of  sloops 
of  war.  fhe  great  amount  of  our  trade  to  the 
West  Indies,  requiring  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  comd  be  protected  in  no  better 
way  than  by  this  class  of  vessels;  and  when 
their  genertd  utility  and  efficiency  were  con- 
sidered, Mr.  P.  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be 
opposed.  He  said  if  the  bill  should  pass,  that 
probably  all  the  vessels  would  not  be  built  thia 
year,  and  that  the  money  would  not  be  called 
for  immediately;  probably  three  years  would 
elapse  before  the  ten  vessels,  authorized  by  the 
bill,  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  CnAimLEB  had  no  objection  to  this  class 
of  vessels;  but  he  thought  the  Navy,  both  in 
respect  to  the  large  and  the  small  vessels,  was 
about  to  be  increased  beyond  what  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  require.  He  believed 
that  if  five  vessels,  of  the  class  proposed  in  the 
bill,  were  built,  it  would  .be  amply  sufficient. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  ten  "  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  LlOtd,  of  Massachusetts,  read  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  stating  it  as  his  opin- 
ion that  the  economy  and  convenience  of  the 
service  required  an  addition  of  as  many  as  ten 
vessels  of  this  class.  Mr.  L.  made  some  few 
remarks  in  support  of  the  bill.  He  said  that 
the  small  number  of  navy  yards  on  our  sea- 
coast,  rendered  it  probable  that  not  more  than 
five  or  six  of  the  vessels  would  be  built  the 
present  year,  if  the  act  passed  in  its  present 
shape;  and,  consequently,  that  not  more  than 
$400,000  or  $500,000  of  the  money  would  be 
wanted  within  the  year,  and  that  economy  in 
building  them  would  be  promoted  by  this  de- 
lay, as  the  timber  could  be  purchased,  and  time 
kuowed  for  it  to  season. 
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Mr.  Smith  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have 
some  regard  to  ^e  finances  of  the  oonntry, 
while  acting  upon  bills  of  this  kind,  and  to  re- 
collect that  this  specific  appropriation  was  over 
and  above  the  annual  appropriation  of  $500,000 
for  the  increase  of  the  Navy ;  that  not  only  the 
cost  of  building  these  vessels  should  be  taken 
into  view,  but  also  the  annual  expense  of  sup- 
porting them  i^terwards;  that  the  great  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury,  for  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  debt  and  other  purposes, 
should  be  considered.  He  hoped,  if  the  bill 
should  pass,  that  the  building  of  these  vessels 
would  not  be  confined  to  those  places  where 
the  navy  yards  were  established,  but  that  con- 
tracts would  be  made  in  other  ports,  in  order 
to  give  their  mechanicB  a  share  of  the  business. 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  postponement  of 
the  bill  till  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  for  he  was  always  in  favor  of  giving 
time  for  inquiry,  but  he  wished  to  raise  his 
voice  against  building  any  public  vessels  by 
contract;  he  would  not  vote  one  dollar  to  build 
by  contract.  The  pernicious  effects  of  this 
mode  of  building  had  been  sufficiently  proved. 
In  Great  Britain,  public  vessels  built  by  con- 
tract had  frequently  rotted  before  they  were 
off  liie  stocks. 

Messrs.  Houixs  of  Maine,  Llotd  of  Mary- 
land, Maoon,  and  Lowrib,  each  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subject,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  to  Tuesday  next,  prevailed. 


Moin)AT,  January  26. 
The  Marquis  De  LcrfdyetU. 
Mr.  Hayns,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  to  the  United  States,  re- 
ported the  following  amended  resolutions : 

The  MarqniB  De  Lafayette  having  expressed  bis 
intention  to  revisit  ihis  conntty : 

Resolved  by  the  SenaU  cmd  House  of  R^retentcUwet 
of  the  United  Statet  of  America,  in  Oongrea  assembled, 
That  the  President  be  requested  to  commnnicate  to 
him  the  assorances  of  grateful  and  affectionate  at- 
tachment still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  Statea 

And  he  it  further  resolved.  That,  whenever  the 
President  shaU  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the 
Marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national 
ship  (with  suitable  accommodation)  be  employed  to 
bring  him  to  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  HATim  said  that  the  committee,  to  whom 
these  resolutions  were  referred,  had  directed 
him  to  report  them  in  a  shape  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  meet  the  wishes  and  accord  with 
the  views  of  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  I 
may,  said  he,  be  permitted,  individually,  to  in- 
dulge this  hope,  not  only  from  the  character  of 
the  proposition,  bat  also  from  the  unanimity 
which  prevailed  in  the  committee,  composed,  as 


it  was,  with  the  single  excepticm  of  him  who 
now  addresses  you,  of  statesmen  and  soldiers  d 
the  Revolution;  men  who  have  fonglit  and. 
bled,  or  suffered  in  the  cause  of  their  country, 
and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect. 

I  have  seldom,  said  Mr.  HATin^  had  a  mare 
delightful  duty  to  perform  than  that  of  report- 
ing these  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  Marqak 
De  Lafayette — ^resolutions  intended  to  give  ex- 
pression to  the  feelings  of  veneration  and  at- 
tachment which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  always  cherished  for  that  gallant  soldier 
and  devoted  patriot.  After  an  absence  from 
this  country  of  nearly  half  a  century,  hia  ser- 
vices are  still  *^  freshly  remembered,"  while  has 
virtues  are  enshrined  in  every  American  heart. 
There  are  men  still  left  among  us  who  were  hia 
companions  in  arms,  or  who,  from  their  high 
stations  in  the  public  service^  witnessed  his  ex- 
ertions in  the  field.  I  behold  some  of  them 
now  around  me,  occupying  seats  in  tins  Hall, 
and  honoring,  by  their  presence,  the  ooondls  ii 
their  oountiy ;  men  whose  heads  have  indeed 
been  bleached  bv  the  revolution  of  many  win- 

nbut  whose  hearts  time  has  had  no  power 
ill.  Their  bosoms  still  swell  with  patriotio 
emotions,  and  the  warm  current  of  unbroken 
affection  rushes  strongly  towards  the  friends  of 
their  youth  and  their  old  oompanions  ia  arms. 
Perhaps  there  exists  no  stronger  tie  than  that 
which  binds  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  thoee 
with  whom  he  has  shared  common  dangers  and 
achieved  common  victories.  Such  men,  said 
Mr.  H.,  will  excuse  me,  the  members  of  this 
honorable  body  will  indulge  me,  while  I  dwell 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  character  and  ser- 
vices of  the  gallant  Lafayette.  We  are,  it  is 
true,  no  strangers  to  his  history,  yet  we  may 
recall  some  of  the  incidents  of  his  life  with  per- 
fect satisfaction,  as  few  men  have  ever  exhibited 
so  mu(^  purity  in  motive  and  so  much  virtue  in 
conduct. 

The  era  of  the  American  Revolution  found 
the  Marquis  La&yette  a  young  man,  (only  nine- 
teen years  of  age.)  in  attendimce  at  the  Ooort 
of  his  sovereign,  the  King  of  France.  A  noble- 
man by  birth,  of  a  distinguished  family,  and  the 
heir  to  a  large  fortune,  he  might  be  sud,  in  the 
language  of  Lord  Byron,  to  have  been  ^^  bred  an 
aristocrat."  That  the  earliest  reflections  of 
such  a  man  should  have  made  him  aspire  to  the 
character  of  the  benefactor  of  mankind ;  that 
his  very  first  step  should  have  placed  him  by 
the  side  of  patriots  and  heroes  who  were  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  freedom,  establishes  beyond 
all  question  that  he  was  a  man  "  cast  in  no  com- 
mon mould."  While  other  noblemen  of  his  age 
and  standing  were  swelling  the  pomp  and  pa- 
geantry of  power,  he  resisted  the  blandishmenta 
of  the  Court;  closed  his  breast  against  the  in- 
fluence of  pleasure ;  tore  himself  from  his  kin- 
dred and  his  native  land  to  vindicate,  in  Amer- 
ica, the  rights  of  man.  It  is  recorded  by  the 
historians  of  the  day,  that  the  American  Oom- 
missioners  at  Paris,  in  oonsequenoe  of  an  un£i- 
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yorable  tnrn  in  the  tide  of  onr  affairs,  strongly 
dissuaded  the  youthftil  soldier  from  taking  ^at 
decisive  step,  and  it  is  posidirelj  asserted  that 
the  French  monarch,  so  far  from  encouraging 
the  enterprise,  actoally  issued  orders  for  his 
arrest.  They  were  unavailing;  for  what  ob- 
stacles are  insuperable  to  the  noble  in  soul — the 
firm  in  hearic— the  steadfast  in  purpose?  La- 
fayette fitted  out  an  expedition  at  his  own  pri- 
vate expense,  and  embarked  himself  and  his 
fortunes  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  arrived 
at  Charleston  early  in  1777,  and  notwithstand- 
ing his  extreme  youth,  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  a  M^jor  General  in  the 
American  Army.  From  that  period  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  contest)  he  performed,  with  ex- 
traordinary zeal  and  fidelity,  all  the  duties  inci- 
dent to  his  exalted  station,  and  proved  hunself, 
on  all  occasions,  a  hish-minded  and  accom- 
plished gentleman,  a  gulant  soldier,  and  a  con- 
sommate  captain.  At  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine 
he  freely  shed  his  blood  in  our  service,  and  in 
the  campaign  of  1781  he  was  intrusted  by 
WAsmNGTON  with  the  command  of  a  separate 
army  for  the  defence  of  Yir^ia.  He  fiilfilled 
that  high  duty  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
Commander-in-chief,  and  to  the  admiration  of 
Uie  whole  country.  It  is  sufficient  praise  to 
SAj  that,  on  that  occasion,  he,  with  a  Yerr  in- 
ferior force,  baffled  the  skill  and  frustrated  the 
plans  of  the  '^  all-accomplished  Comwallis." 

All  who  knew  Lafayette  during  the  Revolu- 
tion^ bear  united  testimony  to  his  unconmion 
merit.  The  histories  of  that  day  are  filled  with 
instances  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 
But  why  multiply  proo&  ?  His  best  eulogy  was 
embraced  in  a  single  sentence:  WASHmoToir 
wu  hiB  friend  I  W  itness  the  letter  written  by 
his  own  hand,  while  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  (soliciting 
the  release  of  the  Marquis  from  the  prison  into 
which  he  had  been  thrown,)  breathing  in  every 
line  a  brotherly  affection ;  and  in  which  he  de- 
clares, ^^  that  his  friendship  for  the  Marquis  La- 
fayette has  been  constant  and  sincere.*'  Wibh- 
INOTON  never  forgot — ^he  never  ceased  to  love 
him ;  and  his  last  will  affords  evidence  that  he 
cherished  for  him  feelings  which  not  even  the 

S respect  of  death  could  extinguish.  Lafiiyette 
id  not  leave  our  shores  until  he  had  seen  us  a 
free  and  independent  nation;  and  from  that 
moment  to  the  present  he  has  claimed,  as  the 
proudest  of  his  tities,  that  of  an  American 
citizen. 

I  will  pass  over  the  troubles  in  which  he  has 
been  constantly  involved  dnce  his  return  to 
France,  with  the  sinsle  remark,  that  it  will  be 
recorded  by  the  candid  historian  of  this  event- 
fbl  age,  that,  amidst  scenes  of  blood,  in  which 
unhappy  France  has  been  steeped,  the  hands  of 
Lafayette  were  unstained;  and  though  sur- 
rounded by  temptations,  before  which  Uie  best 
hearts  and  best  minds  of  Europe  have  fallen,  he 
has  "  held  fast  his  integrity  to  the  end."  The 
United  States  have  at  no  period  been  unmindfU 
of  the  debt  which  they  owe  to  the  Marquis  La- 


fayette. They  have  recorded  their  gratitude, 
not  merely  by  repeated  votes  of  than^  but  by 
more  substantial  deeds ;  nor  should  it  ever  be 
forgotten  that  it  was  an  American  citizen  who 
opened  the  doors  of  his  dungeon  at  Olmutz. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  these  resolutions 
are  superfluous,  or  that  they  add  nothing  to  the 
expressions  of  the  national  gratitude.  The 
moral  effect  of  measures  of  tiiis  character  is 
very  great.  They  act  on  public  opinion,  (that 
lever  by  which  the  modem  world  is  moved ;) 
they  purify  public  feeling  and  ennoble  public 
sentiment)  teaching  the  rising  generation  the 
great  lessons  of  patriotism  and  of  duty.  Be- 
pnblics  have  been  charged  with  ingratitude, 
and  Europeans,  ignorant  of  the  whole  structure 
of  our  Government  and  the  course  of  our  poli- 
cy, have  supposed  that  the  charge  is  justified 
by  our  own  example.  But  when  it  shall,  at 
some  future  period,  come  to  be  known  abroad 
how  the  United  States  have,  on  all  occasions, 
acted  towards  the  Marquis  Laf&yette ;  when  it 
shall  be  xmderstood  that,  in  addition  to  the 
other  proo&  of  our  gratitude,  (which  I  am  not 
di^osed  here  to  enumerate,)  we  approached 
him  in  his  old  age  with  the  expressions  of  our 
affectionate  attachment;  it  may  perhaps  be  ac- 
knowledged that  there  can  be  no  better  inher- 
itance than  the  gratitude  of  a  free  people. 

There  is  anotiier  view  of  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  entitled  to  some  weight.  It  is  the 
moral  effect  of  the  proposed  measure  on  our 
own  country.  No  one  acquamted  with  the 
American  character  can  doubt  that  the  Marquis 
Lafayette  will  meet  with  such  a  reception  here 
as  is  due  to  the  friend  of  WAsmiroTOzr.  He 
will  be  met  by  the  few  survivors  of  the  Revo- 
lution, (his  former  companions  in  arms,)  with 
the  warmth  of  an  old  and  tried  affection ;  he 
will  find  in  the  hands  of  some  of  them  the  treas- 
ured memorials  of  his  ancient  friendship;  he 
will  be  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  millions  of 
freemen.  How  enviable  will  be  the  feelings  of 
that  venerable  man,  when,  in  traversing  this 
great  Republic,  he  shall  behold  everywhere  the 
triumph  of  order,  peace,  political  and  religious 
liberty,  unexampled  prosperity,  and  unequalled 
happiness  I  and  when  he  shaU  feel,  and  Know,  ' 
and  hear  it  everywhere  acknowledged,  that 
these  blessmgs  are  in  part  the  fruit  of  hia 
efforts  I 

The  Marquis  Lafisyette  has  signified  his  wish 
to  visit  our  country.  He  must  not  be  suffered 
to  approach  it  as  an  undistinguished  stranger. 
He  must  come  protected  by  the  flag  under  which 
he  has  so  often  fought  and  so  often  conquered. 

These  resolutions  are  worthy  of  the  National 
Legislature ;  they  will  find  a  response  in  every 
American  bosom.  I  hope,  I  trust,  they  wiU 
pass  the  Senate  as  they  have  done  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  happiest  moment  in  the  life  of  the  Mar- 
quis Lafayette  was  probably  that  when,  finding 
that  France  had  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  he  rushed  into  the  pres- 
ence of  Washinqtoh,  and  throwing  himself  on 
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the  bosom  of  his  friend,  burst  into  a  flood  of 
patriotic  tears.  But,  should  we  pass  this  reso- 
lution, he  is  destined  to  experience  still  more 
exalted  happiness,  when  he  shall  be  assured,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  American  Congress, 
"of  the  grateful  and  affectionate  attachment 
still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Government  and 

nle  of  the  United  States,"  and  when  he  shall 
tailed  by  ten  millions  of  freemen  as  their 
benefactor. 

Mr.  Ghandleb  expressed  his  assent  to  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  select  committee. 
It  was  unanimously  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time;  and,  subsequently,  had  its 
third  reading,  by  general  consent,  and  passed. 


TuBSDAT,  January  27. 
Sloops  of  War, 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  an 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war,  for  the  na- 
yal  service  of  the  United  States.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was 
amended,  by  inserting  the  words,  "as  soon  as 
suitable  materi^s  can  be  procured,"  and,  also, 
by  striking  out  the  clause  respecting  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  in  support 
of  the  bill.  He  went  generally  into  a  consider- 
ation of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  gave,  at 
length,  an  illustration  of  the  usefblness  and 
gallantry  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, by  the  addition  of  the  ten  sloops 
of  war  proposed  in  the  bill,  whether  considered 
in  reference  to  a  due  apportionment,  or  classifi- 
cation, of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States ; 
as  a  school  for  the  preparation  of  officers  for 
higher  and  more  important  commands;  and  as* 
a.  measure  of  economy,  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  the  larger  vessels  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  on  our  own  coasts,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  in  the  Pacific;  and  concluded 
by  expressing  his  hope,  that  as  many  of  the 
sloops  of  war  should  be  authorized  to  be  built 
forthwith  as  suitable  materials  can  be  provided 
>  for;  and  that  preparation* be  made  for  building 
the  remainder,  not  exceeding  ten,  the  year  en- 
suing. 

Mr.  Chahdlsb  was  still  opposed  to  this  bill 
— ^he  had  no  objection  to  an  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary — ^but 
he  thought  it  better  not  to  buUd  vessels  faster 
than  the  service  required ;  and  that  five  vessds 
would  be  as  many  as  were,  at  this  time,  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Smith  had  no  objection  to  providing  that 
the  materials  for  building  the  vessels  in  question 
should  be  prepared — for  he  thought  it  highly 
necessary  that  the  timber  should  be  seasoned — 
and  he  presumed  the  attention  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment would  be  confined  to  the  purchase  of 
the  timber  only,  at  present.  He  thought  it  was 
not  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  a  consid- 
eration of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Navy. 


Those  who  were  once  opposed  to  the  Navy  had 
now  become  its  friends.  At  one  time  there 
had  been  a  general  antipathy  towards  a  Navy, 
particularly  among  the  persons  then  oompon^ 
one  of  the  great  parties  in  the  oountrj;  he, 
himself,  had  always  been  in  favor  of  it 

But  still  it  is  possible  we  ma^  go  too  far  in 
the  business  of  increasing  the  Navy.  It  is  al- 
ways an  indispensable  duty  to  ketfp  an  eve  on 
the  finances  of  the  country.  Congress  should 
not  go  to  such  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
Navy  as  to  make  that  unpopular  which  was 
now  popular.  This  consideration  had  induced 
him  to  make  the  remarks  on  this  subject  which 
he  made  to  the  Senate  the  other  day.  And  ho 
felt  glad  that  the  gentieman  from  Massachnsetts 
had  seen  fit  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  upon  his  view. 

Mr.  LowBis  said  he  had  not  yet  obtdned  the 
information  to  which  he  had  aQuded  when  this 
suUect  was  before  the  Senate  some  days  dnoe, 
and  was  not  quite  satisfied  to  vote  for  the  biL 
He  wished  to  know  what  disposition  was  to  he 
made  of  these  vessels,  if  built.  He  believed 
those  which  we  had  already,  of  the  same  cim, 
had  been,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  time 
since  the  war,  out  of  employ ;  and,  if  this  were 
the  case,  it  certainly  could  not  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  numlier.  If  the  vessels  were  ab- 
solutely requisite  for  the  good  of  the  service,  he 
would  be  willing  to  vote  for  building  them, 
even  if  it  was  necessary  to  borrow  money  for 
the  purpose.  He  thought,  bowever,  that  bOb 
of  this  nature,  making  large  appropriation 
ought  to  originate  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Pabbott  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  d 
the  bill,  and  in  confirmation  of  his  observatioofl, 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hatnb,  the  bill  was  poflt- 
poned  to  Friday  next,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Kelly; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  2, 
Prwateer  Pennon  Fund. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflfairs,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred  on  the  15th  ultimo,  by  a  resolution 
of  tiie  Senate,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  extending  the  term  of  pensions  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  have  been  slidn,  or  who  have  died 
in  consequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  rec^v- 
ed  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty  on  board  tiie 
private  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  duri^ 
the  late  war ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read, 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate.    It  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  Joo0 
26,  1812,  entitled  *<An  act  oonceniiiig  letter*  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prise  gooda,**  it  vras  enacted  that 
two  per  centum  on  tha  net  amount,  after  deducting 
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all  chains  and  expenditnres  of  the  prize  money  ariiing 
from  captared  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  on  the  net 
amount  of  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  caxgoes,  xeoap- 
tored  by  the  private  anned  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  secured  an,d  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
if  snch  captured  or  recaptorad  vessel  may  arrive  in 
the  United  States,  or  to  the  consul  or  public  agent  of 
the  United  States,  reading  at  the  port  or  place  not 
'witHin  the  United  States,  at  which  such  captured  or 
recaptured  vessels  may  arrive ;  and  the  money  ansing 
therefrom  shall  bo  held,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  as  a  fund  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  may  be 
wounded  or  disabled  on  board  the  private  armed  ves- 
sela  of  the  United  States,  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  may,  thereafter,  be  by  law  provided ;  that,  by  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  February  IS,  1813,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
of  private  armed  ships,'*  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  required  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
like  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relation 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  officer,  seaman, 
or  marine,  who,  on  board  any  private  armed  ship  or 
vessel,  bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  shall 
have  been  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in  any  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy,  and  to  allow  certain  rates 
of  pensions,  therein  prescribed,  payable  fiom  the  said 
fiuul,  and  from  no  other ;  which  said  last-mentioned 
act  was  explained  by  an  act  passed  August  2,  1818, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regu- 
lating pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed 
vessels;  and  that,  by  another  act,  passed  Miuroh  8, 
1814,  entitied  **  AJi  act  givinc  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  m  the  public  or  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  pensions  were 
authorized  to  be  granted,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  to 
the  widows,  and,  in  certain  cases,  the  children,  of 
those  who  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died  since  June  18, 
1812,  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of 
their  duty ;  which  said  term  of  five  years  was  extended 
to  a  frirther  term  of  five  additional  years,  by  an  act 
passed  April  16,  1818,  entitled  **  An  act,  in  addition 
to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  persons  slain  in  the  nrivate  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  in  which  further  provision  was  also 
made  for  the  widows  or  children  of  any  officer,  sea- 
man, or  marine,  who  should  have  died  since  June  18, 
1812,  in  consequence  of  an  accident  or  casualtp^  which 
occurred  while  in  the  luie  of  his  duty  on  board  a  pri- 
vate armed  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that  the  pensions 
gpranted  or  continued,  under  the  aforesaid  acts  of 
March  3,  1814,  and  April  16, 1818,  have  now  expired, 
or  are  about  expiring ;  that  the  fund  has  its  origin 
exclusively  from  the  retention  of  a  property  which 
would  otherwise  have  belonged  to  the  parties,  or  then: 
connections,  receiving  the  benefit  of  it ;  that  the  faith 
or  responsibility  of  the  Government  is  not  otherwise 
implicated,  with  regard  to  this  fund,  tiban  that  it 
should  become  its  curator  or  guardian,  from  a  princi- 
ple of  providence  and  benevolence,  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  a  shelter  and  support  to  those  of  the  brave 
and  hardy  seamen  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  time 
of  war,  may  jeopard  their  lives  in  battle  on  the  moun- 
tain wave,  and  thus,  although  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, promote  tbe  general  interests  of  their  country,  by 
dis^ssing  the  commerce,  and  by  impairing  the  mer- 
cantile, if  not  naval,  marine  of  its  enemy;  that  the 
fiuth  of  the  nation  is  not,  .in  any  degree,  pledged  for 


the  sufficiency,  nor  for  any  appropriation  for  the  main- 
tenanoe  of  this  fund ;  that,  by  a  faithful  administration 
<^  its  oonoems,  and  a  distribution  of  its  proceeds,  as 
far  as  they  will  meet  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
provided,  the  GK>vemment  will  have  fulfilled  all  its 
duties  in  relation  to  those  who  are  interested  in  it,  and 
that  those  duties  will  have  honorably  expired  with  the 
extinction  of  the  means  in  which  they  originated. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that,  from  infor- 
mation obtained  from  the  Navy  Department,  it  ap- 
pears there  are,  at  this  time,  on  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fund,  so  called,  and  which  is  the  fund  herein  refer- 
red to,  ninety-seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  that  there  are  also  ninety-nine 
widows^  or  orphans,  of  person  slain  or  lost  in  private 
armed  vessels,  who  now  derive  relief  therefrom ;  that 
the  aggregate  annual  amount  of  their  pensions  is 
$17,608 ;  that  the  principal  of  the  fund  consists  <3i 
$131,869  64  of  the  six  per  cent,  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  giving  an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17, 
leaving  a  deficit,  including  expenses,  of  about  $10,000, 
which  has  been,  and  must  be,  supplied  as  occasion 
may  require,  by  a  sale  of  part  of  the  stock  belonging 
to  tiie  fund,  involving  a  consequent  diminution  there- 
of, and  which  it  has,  heretofore,  been  indispensable  to 
make,  as  will  more  folly  appear  from  the  letter  of  the 
Secrotaiy  of  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  bearing 
date  January  24,  1814,  accompanying  this  report, 
and  which  the  committee  request  may  be  received  and 
considered  as  part  thereof)  leaving,  however,  more 
than  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  for,  and  meet  a 
still  further  extension  -of  the  pensions  already  granted, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  present 
term  allowed  by  law ;  and  the  committee,  therefore, 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Navy  Depabtment,  Jan.  24, 1824. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, inquiring  into  "  the  present  state  of  the  Privateer 
Pension  Fund,  as  regards  tiie  principal  and  income 
thereof,  and  the  number  of  pensioners  upon  it,  with 
the  amount  of  their  pensions  ;'*  and  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  state,  for  the  iiibrmation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  Senate,  that  the  Pri- 
vateer Pension  Fund  consists  solely  of  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  $131,369 
64,  yielding  an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17.  Ninety- 
seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  and  the  widows  or  children  of  ninety-nine  ^ 
persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed  vessels,  derive  * 
relief  from  the  fund,  and  are  authorized  to  receive, 
annually,  the  amount  of  $17,608,  viz^  the  .ninety- 
seven  disabled  persons  are  entitled  to  receive  $6,664, 
and  the  ninety-nine  widows,  or  their  orphans,  at  the 
rate,  per  annnm,  of  $10,944. 

The  pensions  to  tiie  persons  disabled  are  granted 
daring  the  continuance  of  their  disability,  and  iboae  to 
the  widows  or  orphans  for  the  term  often  years.  The 
commencement  of  the  pensions,  respectively,  takes 
place  at  different  periods  between  the  18th  of  June, 
1812,  and  the  termination  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  all  the  pensions  granted  to  widows  and 
orphans  will  expire  between  this  and  tiie  Ist  day  of 
April,  1825.  The  number  of  invalid  pensioners  has 
bc«n  considerably  diminished  by  death ;  and  of  the 
ninety-seven  still  retained  on  the  list,  seyeral  have  not, 
for  several  years  past,  clahned  their  pensiond^  It  is 
probable  some  of  them  are  dead ;  some  have  recoverod 
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from  the  effects  of  the  injuries  they  had  sostained ; 
and  others  are  absent  from  the  United  States. 

Pensions,  to  the  annnal  amoont  of  $20,568,  have 
been  granted  to  the  widows  or  orphans  of  one  hundred 
and  ninetj-seven  persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed 
vessels ;  and  ninety-eight  of  these  pensions,  amount^ 
ing,  annually,  to  $9,624,  have  expired ;  some  by  the 
limitation  of  their  term ;  some  by  death,  and  others 
by  the  intermarriage  of  the  widows,  without  leaving 
children  who  had  been  under  sixteen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  their  paient^s  decease. 

The  money  which  accrued  to  the  Privateer  Pen- 
sion Fund,  and  by  which  it  is  constituted,  arising 
from  a  deduction  of  two  per  centum  on  tiie  net  pro- 
ceeds of  prize  monoy  from  captured  vessels  and  their 
cargoes,  and  also  on  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  car- 
goes recaptxured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  was,  successively,  on  its  receipt  into 
the  Treasury,  invested  in  stock  of  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  stock  thus  acquired  was,  at  one  time, 
$209,580  65 ;  but  the  interest  on  this  sum,  $12,- 
574  84,  proving  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the 
numerous  claims  admitted  under  the  different  acts 
authorizing  the  issue  of  pensions,  especially  under  the 
act  approved  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  it  became  in- 
dispensable either  to  sell  part  of  the  principal,  or  ap- 
ply to  Congress  for  a  special  appropriation  in  aid  of 
the  fund.  The  former  course  was  preferred,  and 
stock  to  the  value  of  $87,451  80  has  been  sold,  at 
various  times,  since  June,  1819 ;  and,  to  meet  the 
Bcmi-ammal  payments,  which  will  become  due  on 
the  first  days  of  January  and  July,  every  year,  fur- 
tiier  sales  of  the  principal  will  be  inevitable,  until,  at 
least,  the  whole  of  the  pensions  granted  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  shall  have  been  liquidated. 

Should  the  honorable  committee,  of  which  yon  are 
chairman,  desire  more  particular  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  a  detaQod  report  on  the  subject, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1820,  to  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
i5r,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 
Sec^fy  Privateer  Peneiim  Fttnd, 

Hon.  John  Lloyd,  ChoAman^  (fc. 


Tuesday,  February  8. 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution — Election   of 

President  cmd  Vice  President  hy  a  direct 

Vote  of  the  People, 

The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  proportion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  tlie 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  was 
again  taken  up.  Mr.  Benton  resumed,  and 
concluded  his  remarks  on  the  subject^  as  given 
entire  as  follows : 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  would  offer  no  apolo^ 
for  attempting  to  amend  the  constitution.  It 
was  his  right,  and,  if  sincere  in  his  belief  of  its 
necessity,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  He  appre- 
hended no  evil  from  the  multitude  of  amend- 
ments proposed,  but  thought  it  more  probable 
that  beneficial  amendments  would  be  rejected 
than    that    iiyurious  propositions   womd   be 


adopted.  It  was  no  ea^  thing  now  to  effect 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution.  The  difi&oulty 
of  carrying  an  amendment  through  the  process 
of  ratification,  presented  a  great  obstacle,  and 
the  temper  of  the  American  people  presented 
another,  not  less  formidable.  Though  fbll  of 
law-making,  eren  to  superfluity,  upon  subjects 
of  ordinary  policy,  the  people  discover  no  dis- 
position to  make  alterations  in  their  fundament- 
al code.  On  this  point  they  seemed  disposed  to 
answer,  like  the  old  English  Parliamenta^  when 
preparations  were  made  to  change  the  common 
law,  ^^  Nohimus  leges  anglia  mutariJ^  Ap- 
plauding this  sentiment^  Mr.  B.  said  it  behooved 
him  to  justify  himself  to  the  Senate  for  haYing 
submitted  a  proposition  of  amendment.  The 
justification  could  be  readily  made.  It  wonld 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  case  had  occurred 
which  the  framers  of  the  constitution  had  fore- 
seen, and  for  which  they  had  provided  a  rem- 
edy by  providing  the  means  of  amendment 
These  great  men  knew  that  it  was  one  thing  to 
lay  down  a  plan  of  Government  upon  pi^r, 
and  another  to  put  that  Government  into  prac- 
tical operation.  They  knew  that  the  theory 
might  be  perfect,  and  the  practice  vicious ; 
that  experience  was  the  only  infallible  test  of 
good  or  bad  institutions ;  and,  despising  tiie  ar- 
rogance of  an  overweening  confidence  in  the 
perfection  of  their  own  work,  they  not  only 
provided  the  means  of  amending  the  oonstita- 
tion,  but  they  relied  upon  this  capability  of 
amendment  as  one  of  the  chief  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  instrument  itself. 
Their  language  was,  "experience  must  guide 
our  labor;  time  must  bring  it  to  perfection; 
and  the  feeling  of  inconvenience  must  correct 
the  mistakes  into  which  we  inevitably  £^1  in 
our  first  trials  and  experiments."— TJ^et^era^u^ 
No,  85.)  In  this  spirit  they  provided  a  mode 
for  reforming  the  constitution,  and  gave  the 
power  of  origiuating  the  reform  both  to  the 
Federal  and  the  State  Gtovemments,  that  neither 
might  be  dependent  upon  the  other  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  on  which  its  own  preservation 
might  depend.  In  fixing  upon  the  manner  of 
maidng  amendments,  they  nattered  themselves 
that  they  had  hit  upon  a  mode  equally  remote 
from  that  extreme  facility  which  would  make 
the  constitution  too  mutable,  and  that  extreme 
difficulty  which  would  give  perpetuity  to  its 
detected  defaults.  And,  &  they  have  erred  in 
this  judgment,  they  have  erred  upon  the  safer 
fflde ;  upon  the  side  of  difficultv,  and  not  of  £»> 
cility,  in  changing  the  principles  of  our  funda- 
mental code. 

The  amendment  submitted  applies  to  that 
part  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to  tiie 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  Stripped  of  formal  phrases,  and 
minute  provisions,  and  it  presents  four  distinct 
propositions  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate: 

1.  To  divide  the  United  States  into  Elec- 
toral districts. 

2.  To  discontinue  the  nse  of  intermediate 
Electors. 
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8.  To  commit  the  election  to  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people. 

4.  To  continue  the  umpirage  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  all  cases,  in  which  no 
candidate  has  received  a  minority  of  the  whole 
numher  of  votes. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  has  often  been 
before  the  Senate;  the  second  and  third  are 
now  considered  new,  because  it  is  forgotten 
that  thej  were  offered  and  discussed  in  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  constitution; 
and  i^Q  fourth  is  strictly  defensive,  intended 
to  sustain  a  part  of  the  constitution  now  in 
force. 

Mr.  Benton  proceeded  to  argue  the  proposi- 
tions in  the  order  laid  down. 

First:  To  divide  the  United  States  into 
Electoral  districts. 

We  are  struck  with  the  want  of  uniformity 
in  the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  in  different 
parts  of  the  Union.  Seven  States,  entitled  to 
seventj  Electors,  choose  them  by  districts; 
seven  others,  entitled  to  seventy-one  Electors, 
choose  them  by  a  legislative  ballot;  and  the 
remaining  ten,  entitled  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  choose  them  by  a  general  ticket.  In 
the  old  monarchies  of  Europe,  a  want  of  uni- 
formity in  the  operation  of  the  Government  is 
natural,  because  they  are  composed  of  conquer- 
ed provinces,  badly  amalgamated,  and  each  re- 
taining a  part  of  its  former  laws  and  customs ; 
but,  in  the  United  States,  composed  of  sover- 
eignties voluntarilv  united,  and  all  acting  under 
the  same  clause  of  the  same  constitution,  made 
by  themselves,  such  deviations  are  most  un- 
natural, and  imply  a  great  fiault  in  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  or  in  its  administration  by  the  State 
Le^slatures.  The  evil  of  a  want  of  uniformity 
in  the  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  is  not 
limited  to  its  disfiguring  effect  upon  the  face  of 
our  Government,  but  goes  to  endanger  the 
rights  of  the  people,  by  permitting  sudden  al- 
terations on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  to  an- 
nihilate the  right  of  the  small  States,  by  en- 
abling the  large  ones  to  combine,  and  to  throw 
all  their  votes  into  the  scale  of  a  particular  can- 
didate. These  obvious  evils  make  it  certain 
that  any  uniform  rule  would  be  jt^erable  to 
the  present  state  of  things.  But,  in  fixing  on 
one,  it  is  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  select  that 
which  is  calculated  to  give  to  every  portion  of 
the  Union  its  due  share  in  the  choice  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  to  every  individual  citi- 
zen a  fair  opportunity  of  voting  according  to 
his  will.  This  would  be  effected  by  adopting 
the  District  System.  It  would  divide  every 
State  into  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  votes  to  be  given,  and  the  people  of  each  dis- 
trict would  be  governed  by  its  own  minority, 
and  not  by  a  mt^ority  existing  in  some  remote 
part  of  the  State.  This  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  rights  of  individuals:  for,  in  entering  into 
society,  and  submitting  to  be  bound  by  the  de- 
dsion  of  the  majority,  each  individual  retained 
the  right  of  voting  for  himself  wherever  it  was 
practicable,  and  of  being  governed  by  a  minor- 


ity of  the  vicinage,  and  not  by  minorities 
brought  from  remote  sections  to  overwhelm 
him  with  their  accumulated  numbers.  It  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  interests  of  allparts  of  the 
States ;  for  each  State  may  have  difi^rent  inter- 
ests in  different  parts ;  one  part  may  be  agri- 
cultural, another  manufacturing,  another  com- 
mercial; and  it  would  be  unjust  that  the 
strongest  should  govern,  or  that  two  should 
combine  and  sacrffice  the  third.  The  district 
system  would  be  agreeable  to  the  intention  of 
our  present  constitution,  which,  in  giviug  to 
each  Elector  a  separate  vote,  instead  of  giving 
to  each  State  a  consolidated  vote  composed  of 
all  its  Electoral  suffrages,  clearly  intended  that 
each  mass  of  persons  entitled  to  one  Elector, 
should  have  the  right  of  giving  one  vote,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  sense  of  their  own  interests. 

The  general  ticket  system,  now  existing  in 
ten  States,  was  the  of&pring  of  policy,  and  not 
of  any  disposition  to  give  fair  play  to  the  will 
of  the  people.  It  was  adopted  by  the  leading 
men  of  those  States,  to  enable  Hxem  to  consoli- 
date the  vote  of  the  State.  It  would  be  ea^  to 
prove  this  by  referring  to  facts  of  historical  no- 
toriety. It  contributes  to  give  power  and  con- 
sequence to  the  leaders  who  manage  the  elec- 
tions, but  it  is  a  departure  from  the  intention 
of  the  constitution ;  violates  the  rights  of  the 
minorities,  and  is  attended  with  many  other 
evils.  The  intention  of  the  constitution  is  vio- 
lated, because  it  was  the  intention  of  that  in- 
strument to  ^ve  to  each  mass  of  persons  enti- 
tied  to  one  Elector,  the  power  of  giving  that 
Electoral  vote  to  any  candidate  they  preferred. 
The  rights  of  minorities  are  violated,  because  a 
minority  of  one  will  carry  the  vote  of  the  whole 
State.  This  principle  is  the  same,  whether  the 
Elector  is  chosen  by  general  ticket  or  by  legis- 
lative ballot;  a  minority  of  one,  in  either  case^ 
carries  the  vote  of  the  whole  State.  In  New 
York,  thirty-dx  Electors  are  chosen ;  nineteen 
is  a  majority,  and  the  candidate  receiving  this 
minority  is  &irly  entitied  to  count  nineteen 
votes ;  but  he  counts,  in  reality,  thirty-six ;  be- 
cause the  minority  oi  seventeen  are  added  to 
the  minority.  These  seventeen  votes  belong  to 
seventeen  masses  of  people,  of  forty  thousand 
souls  each,  in  all  six  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand people,  whose  votes  are  seized  upon,  taken, 
away,  and  presented  to  whom  the  m<ijority 
pleases.  Extend  the  calculation  to  the  seven- 
teen States  now  choosing  Electors  by  general 
ticket  or  legislative  ballot,  and  it  will  show  that 
three  millions  of  souls,  a  population  equal  to 
that  which  carried  us  through  the  Revolution^ 
may  have  their  votes  taken  from  them  in  the 
same  way.  To  lose  their  votes  is  the  fate  of  all 
minorities,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  submit ;  but 
this  ia  not  a  case  of  votes  lost^  but  of  votes 
taken  away,  added  to  those  of  the  m^ority, 
and  given  to  a  person  to  whom  the  minority  is 
opp(wed. 

Mr.  B.  would  be  unwilling  to  use  a  harsh 
epithet,  but  he  considered  this  case  as  amount- 
ing to  an  impresament  of  civil  rights,  more 
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dangeroofl  to  our  liberties  than  the  impressment 
of  our  bodies  by  British  ships  of  war.  Free 
eleotions  are  the  comer  stones  of  all  our  institu- 
tions, and  our  citizens  are  sufScientlj  sensible 
to  all  attempts  to  destroy  that  freedom  by  vio- 
lence. The  violation  of  the  right  of  one  sin- 
gle vote,  by  a  military  force,  would  excite  the 
indignation  of  the  whole  continent,  and  the  dis- 
banoment  of  our  six  thousand  men  would  not 
be  enough  to  relieve  us  from  future  apprehen- 
sion. Yet  legislative  enactments  may  be.equ^ly 
fatal,  and  are,  in  reality,  more  dangerous  to  the 
United  States,  because  less  dreaded. 

A  further  mischief  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem is,  in  segregating  the  States,  drawing  them 
Qp  against  one  another,  like  hostile  ^ips  in 
battle.  Out  of  this  system  has  sprung  the  anti- 
social words  of  modern  invention — *^  effective 
Totes,^*  "  operative  votes" — ^as  if  the  States  were 
oontending  with  Turks  or  Bussians.  This  alien- 
ates the  States  from  each  other,  and  fills  them 
with  hostile  feelings,  and  the  President  elected 
most  bec<Hne  the  President  of  the  States  which 
choose  him,  and  look  with  coldness  and  resent- 
ment iqK>n  those  which  opposed  hiro. 

The  choice  of  Electors  by  legislative  ballot  is 
eabject  to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 
general  ticket  system,  and  to  others  of  the 
gravest  kind.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  an  open  usurpation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

The  words  of  the  constitution  are :  "'  Each 
State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Congress,"  ^. 

The  analyds  of  this  clause  shows  that  two 
powers  are  required  to  act :  first,  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  is  to  direct  the  manner;  and,  sec- 
ondly, the  State,  which  is  to  appoint  the  Elec- 
tors. 

Axe  the  words  ^ State*'  and  "Legislature" 
synonymous  t 

The  word  State  is  a  comprehensive  term.  It 
takes  in  all  sorts  and  sizes  of  government,  but 
always  requires  three  constituent  principles,  to 
wit:  people,  territoiy,  and  sovereignty.  In  the 
Constitution  of  the  united  States  it  has  a  pre- 
cise meaning,  too  obvious  to  be  insisted  upon 
here.  It  is  never  confounded  with  the  words 
"Convention"  or  "Legislature."  When  the 
*' State"  is  to  do  a  thing,  the  people  of  the 
State  are  to  do  it,  and  a  legislative  body  is  not 
competent  to  act^  because  it  is  not  the  State, 
but  a  department  of  it.  The  constitutions  of  all 
the  States  declare  the  legislative  body  to  be  a 
department  only.  Whenever  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  intended  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  to  do  an  act  independent  of  the 
people,  it  has  expressed  its  intention  in  terms 
wholly  unequivocal,  as  in  the  appointment  of 
Senators  in  Congress — "The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  shSl  be  composed  of  two  Sen- 
ators from  eadi  State,  chosen  by  the  Legisla- 


ture thereof  fon  six  years,"  &c  In  the  mode 
of  ratifying  amendments  to  the  constitntion, 
the  distinctions  are  again  explicit:  "The  Con- 
gress, whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Hooses 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  this  constitution,  &c.,  wJbich  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this 
constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislataree 
of  three-fourths  of  the  Statet>,  or  by  conventions 
in  three-fourths  thereof."  It  would  be  absurd 
to  admit  the  Legislature  to  be  the  State,  for,  in 
that  case,  there  would  be  no  State  when  the 
Jjegislature  was  not  in  session.  Certainly,  it 
seems  to  be  a  loss  of  time  to  employ  words 
upon  a  difference  so  palpable ;  but  it  is  neces- 
sary to  mark  it,  for  the  question  now  to  be  de- 
cided turns  upon  the  distinction  between  the 
appointing  power  of  the  State  and  the  directo- 
rial power  of  the  Legislature,  over  the  forms  of 
the  election. 

No  argument  in  favor  of  this  legislative  pre- 
tension can  be  bottomed  on  the  word  "a^ 
point."  Literally,  it  may  refer  to  the  act  of 
any  number.  In  common  parlance,  it  refers  to 
the  act  of  an  individual,  and  that  individual  a 
superior,  as  "  the  King  appoints  his  Ministerai" 
In  the  constitution,  it  is  used  synonymously 
with  elect  and  choose.  It  is  so  used  in  an  after 
clause  of  this  same  article,  and  in  reference  to 
this  identical  appointment  of  Electors — "  Con- 
gress may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the 
Electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give 
their  votes,"  &c.  In  fine,  the  word  "  appoint^ 
was  evidently  used  to  avoid  that  figcve  of 
speech  which  the  rhetoricians  call  tautophony. 
that  ungraceful  repetition  of  sound  which  would 
be  produced  by  saying  "  elect  Electors." 

The  word  "manner"  can  imply  nothing  but 
form — as  the  mode  of  conducting  the  election, 
taking  the  votes,  certifying  the  returns,  te. 

The  word  "  dureot"  is  less  susceptible  of  mis- 
construction than  any  one  in  the  clause ;  and, 
above  all  others,  has  been  &rthest  deviated 
from.  It  always  implies  an  address  to  a  third 
party,  and  never  to  one's  self.  It  is  incapable 
of  being  so  used.  A  man  may  regulate  his  own 
conduct,  but  he  directs  that  of  others.  A  pa- 
rent direct^his  child;  a  tutor  directs  his  pupil; 
a  general  directs  the  operations  of  his  army ;  a 
legislative  body  may  direct  the  people  how  to 
go  through  the  forms  of  an  election ;  but  a  man 
cannot  direct  himself;  a  legislative  body  cannot 
direct  itself.  There  is  not  a  book  in  the  KngiuA 
language  which  uses  the  word  in  this  sense ; 
not  one,  from  the  little  primer,  that  comes  to 
us  in  company  with  the  birchen  rod,  up  to  the 
ponderous  folio  of  Johnson.  No  man  aoqnaintr 
ed  with  the  power  of  language  would  so  use  it; 
much  less  the  eminent  men  who  framed  the 
constitution  with  so  much  ability,  both  as  sch^- 
ars  and  statesmen,  and  with  such  scrupulous 
regard  to  the  precise  meaning  of  every  word 
admitted  into  that  important  instrument.  But 
the  Legislatures  of  seven  States  have  so  used  it, 
and  the  question  is,  not  whether  they  are  right 
or  wrong,  but  whether  they  have  the  right  to 
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alter  the  fixed  meaning  of  a  pkin  Englinh  word, 
for  the  purpose  of  inveating  themselyes  with  a 
power  which  the  constitution  had  given  to  the 
people  of  the  States  f 

Mr.  B.  asserted  the  obyious  meaning  of  the 
clause  to  be  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  conceived 
in  the  following  words :  **  The  people  of  each 
Btate  shall  elect,  in  such  form  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  may  prescribe,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal,"  d^.  Instead  of  which,  the  Legislatures 
referred  to  had  practised  under  it  as  if  written : 
^^The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  elect,  in 
such  manner  as  they  and  each  of  them  shall 
severallj  please,  a  number  of  Electors,  equal," 

Thus,  upon  the  words  of  the  constitution,  it 
is  clear  tliat  the  people  of  the  States,  and  not 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  have  the  right  to 
choose  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 

The  construction  put  upon  the  constitution, 
at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Virginia  convention, 
Bfud,  *^  The  people  choose  the  Electors." 

The  Federalist  says  the  same  thing,  in  twenty 
places.  No.  68  repeats  it  four  times.  It  de- 
scribes the  Electors  as  ^^men  chosen  by  the 
people,  for  the  special  purpose"  of  choosing  the 
President.  It  describes  them  as  "  a  small  num- 
ber of  persons  selected  by  their  fellow-citizens 
from  the  general  mass."  It  says  the  constitu- 
tion has  *^  referred  the  election  of  the  President, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  an  immediate  act  of  the 
people  of  America,  to  be  exerted  in  the  choice 
of  persons  for  the  temporary  and  sole  purpose 
of  makinff  the  appointment."  And  it  speaks 
again  of  tne  Electors  as  "  a  special  body  of  rep- 
resentatives, deputed  by  the  society  for  the 
single  purpose  of  making  the  important  choice." 

To  this  list  of  authorities  may  be  added  the 
Legislatures  of  seventeen  States,  which  have 
prescribed  the  forms  of  choosing  Electors,  and 
left  it  to  the  people  themselves  to  make  the 
choice. 

Having  quoted  these  constructions  of  the 
constitution  to  prevent  misapprehension,  Mr.  J. 
would  give  his  opinion  upon  the  effect  which 
they  should  have  upon  the  decision  of  the 
Senate. 

He  did  not  admit  that  any  Senator,  or  any 
other  officer  whose  duty  it  became  to  expound 
the  constitution,  was  bound  by  a  previous  con- 
struction. He  did  not  admit  tiiat  l^ey  were  m 
the  condition  of  Judges,  construing  a  statute, 
and  tied  down  by  respect  to  their  brothers,  and 
the  practice  of  a  thousand  years,  to  obey  the 
previous  decisions  in  analogous  cases.  Their 
duty  depended  upon  a  peculiar  obligation  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution  itself.  ML  legislators 
have  been  anxious  to  perpetuate  their  work, 
and  all  have  had  recourse  to  the  security  of 
oaths.  Lycurgus  swore  the  Spartans  to  main- 
tain his  laws  until  his  retum,<then  went  abroad, 
died,  and  had  his  ashes  scattered  in  the  air. 
The  framers  of  the  American  Constitution  in- 
voked the  aid  of  the  same  securi^,  but  without 


limitation  of  time  or  circumstance.    In  Article 
6  they  have  required  that — 

*'  The  Senators  and  Representatiyes  in  Congress, 
the  members  of  the  several  State  Le^slatores,  and 
all  Execntive  and  Judicial  ofBcers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  this  Gonstitation.'' 

Upon  this  oath,  each  person  intrusted  with 
the  great  duty  of  expounding  the  constitution  is 
bound  to  go  back  to  the  words  of  the  instru- 
ment itself,  whenever  a  question  of  construction 
arises.  He  may  and  ought  to  consult  the  opin- 
ions of  others,  in  order  to  enlighten  his  own« 
He  may  quote  the  opinions  of  others  to  give 
greater  weight  to  his  own ;  but  he  cannot  sur- 
render his  own  in  favor  of  another,  which  he 
believes  to  be  wrong,  without  disregarding  the 
obligation  by  which  he  has  bound  hims^  to 
support  this  constitution. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  Conventioii 
of  1787  to  institute  an  intermediate  body  of 
Electors,  the  attributes  which  they  were  to 
possess^  and  the  dangers  from  which  they  were 
to  be  free,  will  equally  show  that  legislative 
bodies  were  not  intended  to  chooee  the  Elec- 
tors, much  less  to  erect  themselves  into  Elec- 
toral colleges.  These  reasons,  attribute  and 
apprehended  dangers,  will  be  found  stated  in 
l£e  Federalist)  No.  68,  but,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuity,  will  be  presented  to 
the  Senate  under  the  heads  to  which  they  be- 
long: 

1.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty-four  days  before  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December* 

2.  They  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  electing  the  President  and  Vice  President. 

8.  They  are  to  meet  on  the  same  day  through- 
out the  Union. 

4.  They  are  to  sit  but  one  day. 

5.  The  Electoral  colleges  are  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  caballing. 

6.  They  are  not  to  be  pre-existing  bodies. 

In  bringing  the  le«^ative  bodies  to  the  test 
of  these  reasons  and  attributes,  they  will  not 
only  be  considered  in  their  apparent  capacity  of 
electors  of  Electors,  but  in  their  real  ciiaracter 
of  Electors  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

First.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within 
thirty-four  days  before  the  day  of  electing  the 
President 

The  reason  for  fixing  an  interval  so  short  is 
sufficiently  obvious.  In  the  first  place,  it  de- 
lays the  choice  of  Electors  until  there  is  full 
time  for  all  the  Presidential  candidates  to  be 
known.  In  the  second  place,  it  allows  no  time 
for  combinations  to  be  formed  between  the 
Electors  of  different  States,  or  for  the  Electors 
themselves  to  be  bribed  or  intrigued  with. 
Yet  the  members  of  the  Le^slatures,  in  the 
seven  States  referred  to,  are  elected,  one,  -two, 
three,  and  even  four  years  before  the  day  of 
electing  the  President.  None  of  them  are  cho- 
sen for  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  most  of 
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them  for  two,  and  the  Senators  of  several  are 
diosen  for  four  years  I  The  whole  of  them  are 
obnoxious  to  the  objections  against  which  the 
constitution  inteoded  to  guard.  There  is  ample 
time  for  intrigue,  for  corruption,  and  for  com- 
binations. The  voice  of  the  people  has  but  an 
indirect  operation  when  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  are  chosen  one  year  before,  and 
none  when  they  are  chosen  two,  three',  or  four ; 
for,  at  that  time,  the  names  of  the  candidates 
are  unknown,  and  the  Presidential  election  nn- 
tiiought  of  by  the  body  of  the  people. 

Secondly.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President 

The  reason  of  this  qualification  needs  no  il- 
lustration. It  was  clearly  intended  to  close  the 
door  i^inst  the  possibility  of  bartering  votes 
by  giving  to  the  Electors  but  one  single  subject 
to  vote  upon.  How  will  the  legislative  bodies 
stand  the  test  of  this  reason  ?  When  chosen 
within  some  months,  or  a  year,  before  the  time 
of  electing  the  President,  they  are  chosen  partly 
for  that  purpose  and  partly  for  many  other 
purposes.  Some  knowing  ones,  some  furious 
partisans,  and  some  equally  furious  enemies, 
may  surrender  all  considerations  for  the  single 
object  of  getting  in  a  man  who  will  be  for  or 
against  a  particular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency ;  but  with  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
legislative  duties  will  be  the  first  consideration^ 
and  the  Presidential  election  nothing  but  an  in- 
gredient, mixing  itself  in  different  proportions 
in  the  main  inquiry.  This  is  the  b^t  aspect  of 
the  question,  and  must  be  confined  to  elections 
which  take  place  within  some  months,  or  within 
a  year  before  the  President  is  chosen.  To  those 
which  come  on  two,  three,  or  four  years  before, 
the  Presidential  election  is  entirely  out  of  view. 
So  ten  from  being  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose, 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  are  not  even 
thought  of  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Presi- 
dent. Strong  as  this  case  is,  there  is  still  a 
more  flagrant  point  of  view  in  which  to  exhibit 
it.  It  is  the  case  of  a  legislative  body,  elected 
purely  for  legislative  purposes,  and  afterwards 
repealing  the  laws  which  directed  the  people 
how  to  go  through  the  forms  of  the  election, 
and  seizing  into  their  own  hands  the  whole 
power  of  appointing  the  Electors.  This  is  not 
an  imaginary  case.  It  has  repeatedly  happened. 
It  is  sufficient  to  name  one  instance ;  that  of 
New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1812,  in  whidi  the 
Legislature  uius  invested  itself  with  the  power 
of  appointing  Electors  about  thre^  days  before 
the  people  would  have  exercised  it.  When  met 
in  the  Legislature,  innumerable  are  the  opportu- 
nities and  temptations  to  barter  votes.  Judges, 
generals,  governors,  and  pi^ny  other  State  offi- 
cers are  to  be  elected.  Towns  are  to  be  laid 
o^  peradventure  on  some  member's  land. 
New  counties  are  to  be  erected  for  the  benefit 
of  a  derk,  a  sheriff,  and  a  colonel;  peradven- 
ture, also,  members  at  the  time.  Many  other 
local  interests  are  to  be  accommodated.  The 
members  interested  in  all  these  domestic  ques- 


tions are  laid  under  violent  temptations  to  ex- 
change votes  with  the  friends  of  a  P^-esidential 
candidate. 

Thirdly.  The  Electors  are  to  meet  on  the 
same  day,  throughout  the  Union,  and  to  vote 
for  Piresident  and  Vice  President. 

The  Legislatures  meet  on  the  days  fixed  by 
the  State  constitutions,  or  on  the  days  wbi<^ 
they  themselves  fix  by  law.  In  neitiier  case 
are  they  governed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  When  met,  the  L^islatnre,  at 
any  time  that  it  pleases,  enters  upon  the  bna- 
ness  of  choosing  a  President ;  and,  when  the 
choice  is  made,  a  farce  is  got  up  to  appease  the 
manes  of  the  constitution.  Nominid  Electors 
are  chosen,  and  sent  to  the  place  where  the 
votes  of  the  State  are  to  be  counted.  Instead 
of  going  to  vote  for  President,  they  carry  the 
votes  in  their  pockets,  the  same  which  Uiey 
have  received  ^m  the  legislative  body.  These 
votes  are  shown  and  counted,  and  the  form  ctf 
an  election  is  gone  through,  but  no  more  of  the 
substance  than  there  is  of  a  wedding  in  the  an- 
nual marriage  of  the  Doge  of  Venice  with  the 
Adriatic  Sea.  The  real  election  was  held  weeks 
or  months  before,  when  the  legislative  bo^  se- 
lected their  candidate ;  and  the  nominal  Elec- 
tors are  nothing  but  messengers,  trusted  to 
bring  the  votes  to  the  place  of  counting,  and 
without  any  more  power  over  them  thiui  the 
messenger  afterwards  employed  by  themadves 
to  take  up  these  same  legislative  votes^  and 
bring  them  on  to  the  seat  of  Gk>vemmenL 

Fourthly.  The  Electoral  Oolleges  are  to  sit 
but  one  day. 

The  reason  for  limiting  the  Electors  to  thk 
transient  existence,  was  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  intrigues  and  corrupt  practices,  by  de- 
nying the  time  that  would  be  necessary  to  carry 
them  into  effect  But  the  sittings  of  the  legis- 
lative  bodies  are  not  under  the  control  of  this 
limitation.  They  sit  as  long  as  they  please — 
usually  several  months— «nd  during  all  that 
time  it  is  beset,  like  a  besieged  fortress,  by  ar- 
mies of  intriguers ;  cannonaded  with  books  and 
with  pamphlets ;  bombarded  with  newspi^>er9; 
perforated  with  the  rifie  shot  of  private  and 
confidential  letters;  and  undermined  by  the  si- 
lent operations  of  sappers  and  miners. 

Fifthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not  to 
be  subject  to  caballing. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  sought  to 
protect  the  Presidential  election  from  the  influ- 
ence of  that  occult  management  which  is  the 
bane  of  republican  councils.  They  thought 
they  had  succeeded  when  they  instituted  Ool- 
leges  of  Electors,  composed  of  few  persona,  se- 
lected for  their  elevated  character;  brought 
together  suddenly ;  confined  to  the  dischaive  of 
one  single  duty,  and  dispersed  in  the  short 
space  of  twenty-four  hours.  But  legislative 
l>odies  are  the  reverse  of  all  this.  They  are  the 
true  field  for  caballing ;  the  theatre  adapted  to 
the  talents  of  such  men  as  the  five  Oabinet 
Ministers  of  Charles  the  Second ;  to  the  initials 
of  whose  names,  combined  witii  their  oharao- 
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ten,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  political  sig- 
nification of  the  Hebrew  word  eabdU  The 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  afforded  a  ngnal 
example  in  the  year  1800.  The  two  Houses 
differed  in  the  choice  of  President.  They  would 
neiUier  pass  a  law  to  direct  the  people  how  to 
hold  the  election,  nor  would  they  vote  together. 
There  was  a  majority  of  ^*  two  "  in  the  Senate, 
and  this  lean  minority,  in  the  leanest  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  paralyzed  the  power  of  the 
State,  and  forced  a  compromise  with  the  other 
brandb,  by  which  the  elective  power  of  the 
people,  like  the  spoil  of  a  vanquished  enemy, 
was  ^vided  between  themselves,  each  naming, 
one-half  the  Electors  I 

Sixthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  not  jpr^ 
Muting  bodies. 

For  the  obvious  reason  that  they  might  not 
be  tampered  with,  beforehand,  to  prostitute 
their  votes.  Tet  the  leg^ative  bodies  are  pre- 
existent,  to  the  extent  of  one,  two,  three,  and 
even  four  years ;  and,  during  all  this  time,  are 
subject  to  the  danger  from  which  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution  that  the  Electors  of 
the  President  should  be  free. 

Upon  each  of  these  reasons  the  legislative 

Sretension  to  choose  Electors  is  condemned, 
nt  there  is  one  more  argument  to  be  brought 
agaiost  them ;  an  argument  not  invented,  but 
found;  not  taken  from  the  head,  but  drawn 
from  uie  page  of  American  history ;  from  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  of  1787,  from  the  act 
of  the  great  men  who  framed  the  constitution. 
An  argument  of  that  coudusive  nature  which 
only  requires  to  be  stated  to  silence  opposition. 

[Here  Mr.  R  read  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention,  pages  02,  100,  824,  888,  to  show 
that  it  was  proposed,  at  one  tdme,  to  have 
Electors  chosen  by  the  Congress;  at  another  to 
have  them  appointed  by  the  Qovemors  of  the 
States;  at  another,  to  vest  the  power  of  choos- 
ing them  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
States ;  that  this  latter  proposition  was  actually 
adopted  at  one  time,  on  the  10th  of  July,  and 
remained  in  the  plan  of  the  constitution  until 
the  6th  day  of  September  following,  when  it 
was  struck  out  by  a  vote  of  nine  States  against 
two.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts.  Connec- 
ticut, New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Geoma,  in  favor  of 
striking  out ;  North  and  South  Carolina  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  clause.] 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  all  attempts  to  amplify 
such  an  argument  as  this  would  only  weaken  it 
He  had  tried  the  legislative  pretension  by  the 
words  of  the  constitution ;  by  its  contempora- 
neous construction ;  by  all  the  reasons  which 
led  to  the  institution  of  Electoral  Colleges,  and 
by  the  vote  of  the  Convention  passing  upon  the 
identical  point  in  question;  and,  upon  every 
trial,  the  pretension  was  condemned,  and  stood 
before  the  Senate  as  a  direct  infraction  of  the 
constitution,  and  an  open  usurpation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

Nothing  has  been  said  to  justify  it  On  the 
oontrary,  tlie  excuses  and  apologies  for  the  gen- 


eral ticket  and  legislative  systems,  have  turned 
upon  the  admission  of  their  impropriety.  The 
Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Bubsn,)  in 
that  spirit  of  amity,  concession,  aud  mutual 
deference,  which  cannot  be  too  much  admired, 
has  even  proposed  to  surrender  both  these  sys- 
tems, upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  the 
small  States  should  surrender  their  right  to  an 
eventual  vote  for  President  by  Statei^  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  tie  has  called  this  a 
compromise,  and  has  certainly  urged  it  upon 
the  Senate  with  unaffected  and  becoming  se- 
riousness. But  the  proposition  cannot  be  met 
The  terms  are  not  equivalent.  On  the  part  of 
the  great  States,  it  is  proposed  to  relinquidi  a 
power,  usurped  from  the  people,  in  violation  of 
the  constitution ;  on  the  part  of  the  small  States, 
it  is  proposed  to  surrender  a  constitutional 
right :  the  one  growing  out  of  ambition  and 
schemes  of  domination,  the  other  granted  to  the 
small  States  for  the  preservation  and  security  of 
their  rights.  Others  place  tlie  apology  upon 
different  grounds.  They  run  over  a  list  of  the 
States  which  have  adopted  these  modes,  and 
then  say  they  must  adopt  the  same,  by  way  of 
self-defence,  and  that  they  will  discontinue  it 
when  the  rest  will  do  so.  Thus,  these  States 
take  the  attitude  of  Casar  and  Pompey,  each  de- 
clining to  disband  his  army  first  lliey  prefer 
to  violate  the  constitution,  and  to  outrage  the 
rights  of  the  people,  rather  than  be  the  £st  to 
set  an  example  of  justice  and  moderation. 

Two  questions,  of  great  delicacy,  now  present 
themselves : 

1.  If  Electors  are  not  appointed  according  to 
the  constitution,  can  their  votes  be  counted? 

2.  If  objected  to,  who  shali  judge  them  ? 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
to  count  the  votes.  Can  they  count  unconsti- 
tutional votes?  If  they  cannot,  shall  l^ey  not 
judge  every  vote  before  it  is  counted? 

Mr.  B.  would  not  debate  these  questions. 
He  hoped  that  the  time  might  never  arrive 
when  it  should  be  necessary  to  debate,  much 
less  to  decide  them.  The  country  had  seen  the 
agitation  of  1800,  and  the  still  greater  agitation 
of  1820;  yet  these  were  nothing  but  gentle 
breezes,  dead  calms^  compared  to  what  might 
be  expected  if  Congress  should  sit  in  judgment 
upon  the  votes  of  seven  States.  Yet,  if  it  shidl 
become  their  duty,  shall  they  hesitate?  Shall 
they  flinch  from  liie  defence  of  the  constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  defend,  because  seven 
States  may  stand  ready  to  light  up  the  flames  of 
civil  war,  if  not  permitted  to  violate  that  sacreA 
instrument  according  to  their  own  will  and 
pleasure  ?  He  spoke  hypothetically,  and  with 
all  the  respect  for  the  States  referred  to  which 
was  compatible  with  the  undissembled  expres- 
sion of  his  own  opinion.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  start  a  new  discussion,  or  to  excite  feel- 
ing, but  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  new  and 
powerful  consideration  in  favor  of  the  district 
system — ^in  favor  of  some  uniform  mode  of 
choosing  the  President ;  and  thus  bringing  back 
these  States  to  the  path  of  the  oonstitation,  by 
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the  gentle  means  of  an  amendment,  pointing  at 
no  one  in  particular,  and  bearing  upon  all  alike. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  argue  the  bboond  psopo- 
8ITI0N  -which  he  had  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Uie  Senate,  to  wit :  to  discontinue  the 
use  of  an  intermediate  body  of  Electors  in  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  read  from  the  Federalist, 
No.  68,  to  show  the  views  with  which  Electors 
were  instituted : 

**  It  was  eqaally  desirable  that  the  immediate  elec- 
tion should  l^  made  by  men  most  capable  of  analyz- 
ing the  qualities  adapted  to  the  station,  and  acting 
under  drcumstances  most  favorable  to  deliberation, 
and  to  a  judicious  combination  of  all  the  reasons  and 
inducements  that  were  proper  to  govern  their  choice. 
A  small  number  of  persons,  selected  by  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discernment  requisite  in 
so  complicated  an  investigation." 

By  the  constitution  it  was  intended  that  the 
electoral  office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity 
in  the  Republic.  The  Electors  were  to  be  se- 
lected ;  men,  chosen  by  the  people  on  account 
of  liieir  superior  virtue  and  intelligence,  and 
left  to  make  choice  of  a  President,  according  to 
their  own  enlightened  understandings,  without 
the  slightest  control  from  the  less  informed 
multitude.  This  was  the  intention,  but  the 
plan  has  wholly  failed  in  the  execution.  The 
Electors  are  not  independent;  they  have  no 
superior  intelligence;  tney  are  not  left  to  their 
own  Judgment  in  the  choice  of  President;  they 
are  not  above  the  control  of  the  people ;  on  the 
contrary,  every  Elector  is  pledged,  before  he  is 
chosen,  to  give  his  vote  according  to  the  will 
of  those  who  choose  him.  He  is  nothing  but 
an  agent,  tied  down  to  the  execution  of  a  pre- 
cise trust.  Every  reason  which  induced  the 
convention  to  institute  Electors  has  failed. 
They  are  no  longer  of  any  use,  and  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They  are 
not  useful,  because  they  have  no  power  over 
their  own  vote,  and  because  the  people  can 
vote  for  a  President  as  easily  as  they  can  yote 
for  an  Elector.  They  are  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
they  introduce  extraneous  considerations  into 
the  election  of  President ;  and,  in  the  secoAd 
plaee^  they  may  sell  the  vote  which  is  intrusted 
to  their  keeping.  They  introduce  extraneous 
considerations  by  bringing  their  own  character 
and  their  own  exertions  into  the  Presidential 
canvass.  Every  one  sees  this.  Candidates  for 
Electors  arp  now  selected,  not  for  the  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  Federalist,  but  for  their  devo- 
tion to  a  particular  party ;  for  their  popular 
manners,  and  their  talent  at  electioneering. 

The  Elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the 
people  by  selling  his  vote.  The  operation  is 
easy,  because  he  votes  by  ballot ;  aetection  is 
impossible,  because  he  does  not  sign  his  vote ; 
the  restraint  is  nothing  but  his  own  conscience, 
for  there  is  no  legal  punishment  for  his  breach 
of  trust.    If  a  swindler  defrauds  you  out  of  a 


few  dollars  in  property  or  money,  he  is  whipped 
and  pilloried,  and  rendered  infamous  in  the  eye 
of  the  law ;  but,  if  an  Elector  should  defraud 
forty  thousand  people  out  of  their  vote,  there  is 
no  remedy  but  to  abuse  him  in  the  newspapers^ 
where  the  best  men  in  the  country  may  be 
abused,  as  much  as  Benedict  Arnold  or  Judas 
Iscariot.  Every  reason  for  instituting  Electors 
has  failed,  and  every  consideration  of  prudenee 
requires  them  to  be  discontinued.  They  are 
nothing  but  agents  in  a  case  which  requires  no 
agent,  and  no  prudent  man  would  or  ougfat  to 
employ  an  agent  to  take  care  of  his  money,  bis 
property,  or  his  liberty,  when  he  is  equally  ca- 
pable to  take  care  of  them  himself. 

But,  if  the  plan  of  the  constitution  bad  not 
failed — ^if  we  were  now  deriving  from  Electors 
all  the  advantages  expected  from  their  institu- 
tion— I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  would  still  be  in 
favor  of  getting  rid  of  them.  I  should  esteem 
the  incorruptibility  of^he  people,  their  disinter- 
ested desire  to  get  the  best  man  for  President, 
to  be  more  than  a  counterpoise  to  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  might  be  derived  from  the  su- 
perior intelligence  of  a  more  enlightened,  but 
smaller,  and,  therefore,  more  corruptible  body. 
I  should  be  opposed  to  the  intervention  of 
Electors,  because  the  double  process  of  electing 
a  man  to  elect  a  man,  would  paralyze  the  spirit 
of  the  people,  and  destroy  the  life  of  the  election 
itself.  Doubtless  this  machinery  was  introduced 
into  our  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  soften- 
ing the  action  of  the  democratic  element;  but 
it  also  softens  the  interest  of  the  people  in  the 
result  of  the  election  itself.  It  places  them  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  their  filrst  servant.  It 
interposes  a  body  of  men  between  the  people 
and  the  object  of  their  choice,  and  gives  a  £dse 
direction  to  the  gratitude  of  the  President 
elected.  He  feels  himself  indebted  to  the 
Electors,  who  collected  the  votes  of  the  people, 
and  not  to  the  people,  who  gave  their  votes  to 
the  Electors,  it  enables  a  few  men  to  govern 
many,  and,  in  time,  it  will  transfer  the  whole 
power  of  the  election  into  the  hands  of  a  few, 
leaving  to  the  people  the  humble  occupation  of 
confirming  what  has  been  done  by  superior  as- 
thority. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  historical  examples^  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  his  opinion. 

He  mentioned  the  Constitution  c^theFrendb 
Republic,  of  the  year  UI.  of  French  liberty. 
The  people  to  choose  Electors;  these  to  choose 
the  Councils  of  Five  Hundred,  and  of  Ancients; 
and  these,  by  a  further  process  of  filtratioxi,  to 
choose  the  Five  Directors.  The  effect  was, 
that  the  people  had  no  concern  in  the  electaon 
of  their  Chief  Magistrates,  and  felt  no  interest 
in  their  fate.  They  saw  them  enter  and  expel 
each  other  from  the  political  theatre,  with  the 
same  indifference  with  which  they  would  see 
the  entrance  and  the  exit  of  so  many  players  on 
a  stage.  It  was  the  same  thing  in  all  the  subal- 
tern Eepublics  of  which  the  French  armies 
were  delivered,  while  overturning  the  thrones 
of  Europe.    The  constitutions  of  tiie  Ligoriaii, 
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Cisalpine,  and  Parthenopeion  Republics,  were 
all  dnplicates  of  the  mother  iostitatioo,  at 
Paris;  and  all  shared  the  same  fate.  The 
French  consular  constitntion,  of  the  year  YIII., 
(the  last  year  of  French  liberty,)  preserved  all 
the  vices  of  the  Electoral  system;  and  from 
this  fact  alone,  that  profound  observer,  Neokar, 
from  the  bosom  of  his  retreat,  in  the  midst  of 
the  Alps,  predicted  and  proclaimed  the  death 
of  liberty  in  France.  He  wrote  a  book  to  prove 
that  ** Liberty  toould he  ruined byprtmding  any 
kind  of  Substitute  for  Popular  JSUctionH^^'*  and 
the  result  verified  his  prediction,  in  four  years. 
But  the  strangest  of  all  arguments  against  the 
use  of  Electors,  the  fact  which  goes  farther 
than  all  others  to  prove  them  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  is,  that  they  are 
continued  in  France,  at  this  time,  under  the 
charter  of  Louis  XVIII,  The  people  choose 
Electors,  as  under  the  constitutions  of  the  years 
III.  and  YIII. ;  and  these  Electors  choose  the 
deputies  to  the  legislative  body.  Heretofore, 
the  Court  party  contented  itself  with  a  majori- 
ty ;  but  the  signs  of  liberty  shown  by  the  mi- 
nority, in  opposing  the  Spanish  war,  has  deter- 
mined it  to  have  the  entire  body  devoted  to  the 
Crown ;  and  the  last  advices  inform  us  that  the 
Chamber  would  be  dissolved  to  make  room  for 
this  change,  which  would  be  openly  effected  by 
bribing  the  Electors. 

The  virtue  and  simplicity  of  this  day  must 
pass  away.  The  time  will  come,  when  politi- 
cal power  will  be  bought,  and  when  the  money 
of  the  people  will  be  taken  to  pay  the  price. 
The  time  will  come,  when  the  wifeless  and 
childless  bachelor  shall  not  look  out  for  a  suc- 
cessor to  his  estate,  with  more  anxious  solici- 
tude than  the  incumbent  President  shall  look 
ont  for  a  successor  to  his  Presidential  power. 
The  time  will  come,  when  the  American  Presi- 
dent, like  the  Boman  Emperors,  will  select  his 
successor,  take  him  by  the  hand,  exhibit  him  to 
the  people,  place  him  upon  the  heights  and  emi- 
nences in  tne  Republic,  display  him  in  every 
amiable,  every  attractive  point  of  view,  make 
him  the  channel  of  aU  favor,  and  draw  the 
whole  tribe  of  parasites  and  office  hunters  to 
the  feet  of  the  favorite.  We  know  it  is  written, 
that  more  nations  worship  the  rising  than  l^e 
setting  sun ;  but,  let  the  two  suns  appear  above 
the  horizon  at  once ;  let  their  rays  be  drawn 
to  a  focus  upon  an  Electoral  college  or  Legis- 
lative assembly;  yes,  let  their  concentrated 
rays  fall  at  once  upon  the  double  ranks  of  their^ 
united  worshippers ;  let  two  Blue  Books  be  dis-" 

Slayed  at  once,  the  actual  President  paying 
own  his  ten  thousand  offices,  and  the  heir  ap- 
parent giving  hb  note  for  ten  thousand  more, 
due  and  payable  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
then  next  ensuing  I  What  virtue  could  stand 
such  trials?  The  effect  must  be  overwhelming 
upon  a  small  body  of  two  or  three  hundred 
Electors;  but  all  these  temptations  would  be- 
come insignificant  when  scattered  and  dispersed 
among  the  millions  of  people  which  fill  the 
Bepnblic    The  candidate  for  their  favor  could 


derive  no  benefit  from  his  long  list  of  offices. 
He  must  come  with  a  list,  not  of  offices  to  be 
given,  but  of  services  performed,  in  the  field  or 
the  cabinet.  He  must  come,  like  the  elder 
Cato,  to  reform  the  manners  of  a  degenerate 
age,  by  an  example  of  simplicity  and  economy 
in  his  own  person — ^like  Appius  Claudius,  to 
improve  and  adorn  the  interior  of  his  country 
— ^like  Cicero,  to  crush  conspirators  by  the 
thunder  of  his  eloquence — ^like  Scipio,  to  ex- 
punge the  rival  nation  from  the  face  of  the 
earth — ^like  Mariusw  scarred  with  innumerable 
wounds,  received  irom  the  public  enemy — ^he 
must  come,  like  our  own  great  Washington,  not 
to  pillage  his  country,  but  to  serve  her,  and  to 
retire  from  her  service  through  the  portals  of 
everlasting  fame. 

Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commo- 
tions. This  objection  is  taken  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  ancient  republics;  from  the  tu- 
multuary elections  of  Rome  and  Greece.  But 
the  justness  of  the  example  is  denied.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  laws  of  physiology  which  ad- 
mits a  parallel  between  the  vindictive  Italian, 
the  volatile  Greek,  and  the  phlegmatic  Ameri- 
can. There  is  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  re- 
spective countries,  or  in  their  manner  of  voting^ 
which  makes  one  an  example  for  the  other. 
The  Romans  voted  in  mass,  at  a  single  voting 
place,  even  when  the  qualified  voters  amounted 
to  four  millions  of  persons.  They  came  to  the 
polls  armed,  and  divided  into  classes^  and  voted, 
not  by  heads,  but  by  centuries.  In  the  Gre- 
cian republics  all  the  voters  were  brought 
together  in  one  great  city,  and  decided  the 
contest  in  one  great  struggle.  In  such  as- 
semblages, both  the  inducement  to  violence, 
and  the  means  of  committing  it,  were  prepared 
by  the  Government  itsel£  &  the  United  States 
all  this  is  different.  The  voters  are  assembled 
in  small  bodies,  at  innumerable  voting  places^ 
distributed  over  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
They  come  to  the  polls  without  arms,  without 
odious  distinctions,  without  any  temptation  to 
violence,  and  with  every  inducement  to  har- 
mony. If  heated  during  the  day  of  election, 
they  cool  off  upon  returning  to  their  homes, 
and  resuming  their  ordinary  occupations.  A 
month  afterwards,  when  tiie  result  of  a  Presi- 
dential election  would  be  Imown,  the  body  of 
the  people  would  be  too  much  occupied  widi 
their  own  concerns,  and  too  sensible  to  the 
voice  of  reason,  to  think  of  taking  up  arms  in 
favor  of  an  unsuccessful  candidate.  The  party, 
defeated  at  an  election,  must  fight  upon  the 
spot,  or  never.  Sleep  and  dispersion  rfmidly 
cool  their  bellifferent  passions.  Instead  of  vio- 
lence, it  is  apathy  which  we  have  to  dread  in 
our  Presidential  elections.  There  is  too  much 
apathy  at  this  time  upon  the  subject  of  the  im- 
pending election.  The  intemperance  of  some 
newspapers,  the  heat  of  some  cities,  and  the 
fury  of  some  partisans,  furnish  no  criterion  for 
estimating  the  temper  of  the  continent  The 
tranquillity  of  the  American  people  is  not  af- 
fected by  these  local  agitations.    Some  citizens 
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confine  themselves  to  the  inqnirj :  ^^  Who  will 
you  give  us  for  President?  "  The  question  im- 
plying the  humiliating  fact  that  an  American 
citizen  has  no  weight  in  the  choice  of  the  first 
officer  of  the  Republic.  Others  are  quietly 
looking  out  for  the  best  man  to  administer 
their  affairs,  and  aU  agree  in  holding  in  the 
uttermost  contempt  every  efibrt  to  impose  upon 
their  judgment,  whether  the  fraud  shfdl  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  shape  of  poisonous  detraction,  or 
of  fulsome  adulation. 

But  let  us  admit  the  truth  of  the  objection. 
Let  us  admit  that  the  American  people  would 
be  as  tumultuary  at  their  Presidential  elections, 
as  were  the  citizens  of  the  ancient  Bepublics 
at  the  election  of  their  Chief  Magistrates. 
What  then?  Are  we  thence  to  infer  the  in- 
feriority of  the  officers  thus  elected,  and  the 
consequent  degradation  of  the  countries  over 
which  they  presided?  I  answer  no.  So  far 
from  it,  that  I  assert  the  superiority  of  these 
officers  over  all  others  ever  obtained  for  the 
same  countries,  either  by  hereditary  succession, 
or  the  most  select  mode  of  election.  I  affirm 
those  periods  of  history  to  be  the  most  glorious 
in  arms,  the  most  renowned  in  arts,  the  most 
celebrated  in  letters,  the  most  useful  in  prac- 
tice, and  the  most  nappy  in  the  condition  of 
the  people,  in  which  the  whole  body  of  the 
citizens  voted  direct  for  the  chief  officer  of 
their  country.  Take  the  history  of  that  Com- 
monwealth which  yet  shines  as  the  leading 
star  in  the  firmament  of  nations.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  centuries  that  the  Roman  State  has  existed, 
to  what  period  do  we  look  for  the  generals  and 
statesmen,  the  poets  and  orators,  the  philoso- 
phers and  historians,  the  sculptors,  painters, 
and  architects,  whose  immortal  works  have  fixed 
upon  their  country  the  admiring  eyes  of  all 
succeeding  ages?  Is  it  to  the  reigns  of  the 
seven  first  Kings? — to  the  reigns  of  the  Em- 
perors, proclaimed  by  the  praBtorian  bands? — ^to 
the  reigns  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs,  chosen  by 
a  select  body  of  electors  in  a  conclave  of  most 
holy  cardinals  ?  No— we  look  to  none  of  these, 
but  to  that  short  interval  of  four  centuries  and 
a  half  which  lies  between  the  expulsion  of  the 
Tarquins  and  the  re-establishment  of  mon- 
archy in  the  person  of  Octavius  Cffisar.  It  is 
to  this  short  period,  during  which  the  consuls, 
tribunes,  and  prsators,  were  annually  elected 
by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people,  to  which  we 
look  ourselves,  and  to  whicn  we  direct  t^e 
infant  minds  of  our  children,  for  all  the  works 
and  monuments  of  Roman  greatness;  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  aqueducts,  constructed;  for  vic- 
tories gained,  nations  vanquished,  commerce 
extended,* treasure  imported,  libraries  founded, 
learning  encouraged,  the  arts  fiourishing,  the 
city  embellished,  and  the  Kings  of  the  earth 
humbly  suing  to  be  admitted  into  the  friend- 
ship, and  taken  under  the  protection  of  the 
Roman  people.  It  was  of  this  magnificent 
period  that  Cicero  spoke,  when  he  proclaimed 
the  people  of  Rome  to  be  the  masters  of  Kings, 
and  the  conquerors  and  commanders  of  all  the 


nations  of  the  earth.  And,  what  is  wonderfdl, 
during  the  whole  period,  in  a  succesaon  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  annual  elections,  the  people 
never  once  preferred  a  citizen  to  the  oonralship 
who  did  not  carry  the  prosperity  and  ^oiy  of 
the  Republic  to  a  point  beyond  that  at  which 
h«  had  found  it 

It  is  the  same  with  the  Grecian  Republioa. 
Thirty  centuries  have  elapsed  since  they  were 
founded ;  yet  it  is  to  an  ephemeral  period  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  only,  the  period  of 
popular  elections,  which  intervened  between 
the  dispersion  of  a  cloud  of  petty  tyrants  and 
the  coming  of  a  great  one  in  the  person  of 
Philip,  King  of  M«;edon,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  that  galaxy  of  names  which  shed  so  much 
lustre  upon  their  country,  and  in  which  we  are 
to  find  the  first  cause  of  that  intense  sympathy 
which  now  bums  in  our  bosoms  at  tJie  name  of 
Greece. 

These  short  and  brilliant  periods  exhibit  the 
great  triumph  of  popular  elections ;  often  tu- 
multuary, often  stained  with  blood,  but  always 
ending  gloriously  for  the  country.  Then  the 
right  of  suffrage  was  enjoyed ;  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  was  no  fiction.  Then  a  sublime 
spectacle  was  seen,  when  the  Roman  citizen 
advanced  to  the  polls  and  proclaimed :  ^*  I  vote 
for  Cato  to  be  Consul ;  "  the  Atlienian,  "  I  vote 
for  Aristiaes  t-o  be  Archon ; "  the  Theban,  "  I 
vote  for  Pelopidas  to  be  Boeoterch ; "  the  Lace- 
demonian, **  I  vote  for  Leonidas  to  be  first  of 
the  Ephori."  And  why  cannot  an  American 
citizen  do  the  same  ?  Why  may  not  he  go  up 
to  the  poll  and  proclaim,  ^*  I  vote  for  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  be  President  of  the  United  Stetes?  ^ 
Why  is  he  compelled  to  put  his  vote  in  the 
hands  of  another,  and  to  incur  all  the  hazards 
of  an  irresponsible  agency,  when  he  himself 
could  immediately  give  his  vote  for  his  own 
chosen  candidate,  without  the  slightest 
ance  from  agento  or  managers? 


Feidat,  February  6. 
Additumal  Sloops  (if  War. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  ten 
additional  sloops  of  war.  The  question  was 
stated  to  be,  upon  filling  the  blank  for  the  ap- 
propriation with  **  $425,000,  annually,  for  two 
years." 

Mr.  Basboub  rose  in  support  of  the  bill.  He 
believed  the  Senate  could  not,  at  present,  feel 
any  listlessness  in  regard  to  the  Navy  of  the 
country.  There  had  formerly  been  a  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  United  States 
becoming  a  maritime  power;  and  Mr.  B.  said 
he  did  justice  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smitb)  for  the  firmness  he  had  al- 
ways evinced,  in  his  uniform  supx>ort  of  the  Navy, 
although  that  course  had,  at  one  time,  separated 
him  from  the  party  with  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  act  But  it  was  due  to  those  who 
had  f ormerl;^iffered  in  opinion  from  that  hoB- 
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orable  gentleman,  to  say,  that  ezperienoe  had 
not  then  proved  tne  necessity  of  a  naval  force ; 
that,  upon  recurring  to  the  history  of  other 
nations,  particularly  of  that  nation  with  whom 
we  were  then,  unhappily,  involved  in  difficulties, 
it  was  tiien  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  any  effort 
of  ours  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  make 
any  stand,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  as  a 
naval  power;  and  it  was  firmly  believed,  by 
those  who  then  opposed  the  progress  of  our 
Navy,  that  we  should  only  build  vessels  to  be 
captured.  But,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the 
war  came  on ;  it  furnished  a  trial  of  our  capacity, 
as  a  maritime  power;  and  the  decision  has 
been  such  as  to  produce  a  uniform  opinion,  in 
the  nation,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  cherish  this  important  means  of  our 
defence.  In  the  brilliancy  and  the  glory  of  its  ex- 
ploits, the  Navy  had  far  exceeded  the  utmost 
anticipation  of  its  friends,  and  certainly  it  had  sur- 
passed the  expectations  of  its  opponents.  While 
it  had  been  thought  that  the  land  alone  would  be 
the  theatre  of  our  victories,  it  became  some- 
times the  scene  of  our  defeat,  and  even  of  our 
disgrace.  And,  where  it  was  expected  that  we 
should  meet  with  nothing  but  disaster,  there 
the  national  character  had  been  elevated.  It 
was  ascertained,  in  that  war,  that  our  Navy 
would  furnish  us  with  the  greatest  means  of 
annoyance  against  an  enemy,  and  that  it  would 
carry  an  impression  of  our  power  more  than 
any  other  force  we  could  furnish,  and  conse- 
quently the  feeling  towards  it  had  been  changed. 
Attachment  to  the  Navy  was  now,  Mr.  B.  said, 
confined  to  no  particular  part  of  the  country — 
it  was  universal.  Immediately  after  the  war,  at 
a  moment  when  the  nation  was  laboring  under  all 
the  embarrassments  resulting  from  the  contest, 
when,  individually  'and  collectively,  the  coun- 
try was  distressed  in  its  financial  concerns;  in 
April,  1816,  a  law  was  passed  appropriating  one 
million  annually  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  mentioned  that  fact, 
only  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  Government  at  that  time. 
If  a  million  of  dollars,  annually,  was  then  appro- 
priated, when  the  nation  was  embarrassed,  and 
mdividuals  were  involved  in  pecimiary  distress, 
surely  at  this  time,  when  our  debt  is  diminished, 
and  our  population  increased,  we  may  provide 
for  the  increase  of  the  Navy  proposed  by  this 
bilL  Either  the  appropriation  at  that  time  was 
the  most  unwise  prodigality,  or  the  bill  proposed 
at  this  time  could  not  fairly  be  objected  to. 
Another  fiskct  might  be  stated.  About  three 
years  since,  in  1821,  instead  of  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  a  million  of  dollars,  only  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated. 
This  diminution  did  not  grow  out  of  any  hos- 
tility to  the  Navy,  but  from  the  peculiar  exigen- 
cy in  which  the  nation  was  situated  at  that 
time.  We  were  constrained  to  borrow  money 
for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bat  that  exigency  has  now  passed  away, 
and  the  circumstances  that  then  existed  have 
passed  away  with  it.     If^  then,  the  question 


were  now  to  be  decided,  whether  the  appro- 
priation of  a  million  a  year,  for  eight  years, 
should  be  made,  bb  in  1816 ;  if  that  question 
were  before  an  American  Senate,  would  there  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it  ?  Has 
the  public  mind  undergone  any  change  in  favor 
of  a  different  policy?  Is  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  less  desirable  than  at  that  time  ?  Do  not 
the  same  reasons  that  infiuenced  the  Govern- 
ment then,  operate  as  strongly  now  ;  or  is  any 
one  prepared  to  say  that  our  Navy  is  as  large  as 
is  desirable? 

Mr.  Hatitb,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
regretted  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
had  been  so  long  delayed,  as  he  had  feared  that 
the  strong  impression  made  by  the  arguments 
of  the  honorable  chairman  (and  his  colleagues) 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  might,  by 
that  delay,  have  lost  something  of  its  force. 
But,  since  he  had  heard  the  able  and  eloquent 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Basboub,)  in  support  of  the  bill,  he  felt  that  we 
had  been  amply  compensated  for  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place.  Mr.  H.  said  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  yield  his  support  (however 
feeble  it  might  be)  to  this  bill,  because  he  had 
not  only  advocated  it  in  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  but  most  cordially 
approved  of  the  policy  on  which  it  was 
founded ;  and  though  he  was  not  destined  to 
partake  largely  in  the  honors  of  victory,  (should 
the  measure  succeed,)  yet  he  would  certainly 
feel  his  full  share  of  mortification  at  its  defeat. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  would 
bear  with  him  while  he  endeavored  to  remove 
some  of  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  bill,  and  to  show,  affirmatively,  the 
policy  of  building  the  proposed  number  of 
sloops  of  war,  as  soon  as  materials  could  be  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose. 

The  first  objection  against  the  bill  was 
advanced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  Chandlbb.)  He  had  endeavored 
to  give  our  little  fieet  ^a  shot  between  wind 
and  watery  He  had  attacked  it  with  satire, 
which,  in  a  skilful  hand,  is  sometimes  a  better 
weapon  than  argument.  He  tells  us  that  the 
friends  of  the  Navy,  at  one  moment,  insist 
^*  that  we  have  too  few  ships  of  the  line — the 
next,  that  we  have  too  few  *  frigates' — and 
then  we  are  told  that*  we  have  too  few  '  aloops 
of  war ;' "  and  then,  that,  in  the  increase  of  our 
Navy,  we  are  travelling  in  a  circle  to  which 
there  is  no  end.  With  all  due  deference  to 
that  honorable  gentleman,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  sub- 
mit that  the  course  of  which  he  complains,  is 
the  only  one  which  could  have  been  pursued,  or 
by  which  we  can  ever  arrive  at  a  suitable  Naval 
Establishment.  A  navy  is,  in  its  very  nature, 
progressive :  this  great  engine  of  national  de- 
fence can  be  constructed  on^  by  gradual  meanfv. 
It  must  ^*  grow  with  our  growth  and  strengthen 
with  our  strength.*'  It  has  been  well  asked,  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  whe- 
ther the  gentleman  who  makes  this  objection 
would,  in  3ie  construction  of  his  dwelling,  expect 
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that  the  chambers  and  the  garret  would  be  built 
at  the  same  moment  wiSi  the  oellar?  And 
I  (said  Mr.  H.^  will  put  another  case,  and 
ask  whether,  if  he  employed  an  agent  to 
improve  a  farm,  he  would  object  that  he  had 
first  prepared  for  cultivation  a  small  field 
and  then  a  large  one — or  whether  he  would 
not  discover,  in  this  gradual  and  progressive 
improvement,  the  evidence  of  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity  t  But^  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man^s  objections  really  be  not  to  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  bnfonly  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  object  was  accomplished,  he  would  suggest 
that  he  ought  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  should 
offer  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  embrace  the  con- 
struction of  vessels  of  every  class  at  the  same 
time.  Mr.  H.  feared,  however,  that  such  a 
proposition  would  never  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  much  less 
that  it  would  be  proposed  by  him. 

A  further  objection  had  been  advanced  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  in  the  form  of  a  complaint,  'Hhat 
money  was  never  sufiered  to  remain  long  in 
the  Treasury,"  aud  he  tells  us  "that  the  Navy  is 
the  key  by  which  the  Treasury  is  unlocked." 
It  is  a  golden  key,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  which  if  it 
unlocks  the  Treasury,  also  opens  the  door  to  na- 
tional glory.  May  the  Treasury  never  be  un- 
locked for  any  purpose  less  conducive  to  the 
welfare  and  honor  of  our  country  1  I  have  never, 
said  Mr.  H.,  been  able  to  comprehend  the  nature 
of  the  satisfaction  which  gentlemen  appear  to 
feel  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Treasury  filled 
with  gold  and  silver,  and  locked  up  from  the 
public  use.  I  prefer,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  see  the  public 
money  expended  in  great  national  improve- 
ments ;  in  establishments  calculated  to  advance 
the  true  interests  and  welfare  of  the  whole  people. 
The  gentleman  has  himself  urged  an  argument 
which  makes  against  his  position.  He  says,  it 
is  the  habit  of  the  country  to  exhaust  every  dol- 
lar which  comes  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  this 
always  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  case.  If 
this  be  true,  ought  we  not,  by  a  judicious  and 
timely  appropriation  of  the  balances  in  theTreas* 
ury,  to  prevent  a  worse  use  from  being  made  of 
it?  If  we  are  in  the  habit  of  spending  all  our 
money,  it  is  certainly  best  to  spend  it  for  wise 
purposes.  If  money  is  to  remain  idle  in  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  H.  thought  it  had  better  have  re- 
mained in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens. 

Mr.  Macon  rose.  He  could  not  say,  Uke  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  he  had  always 
been  in  tlie  right,  in  regard  to  this  Question  re- 
specting a  navy;  nor  with  the  gentleman  from 
V  irginia,  that  he  was  yet  quite  convinced  upon 
the  subject.  Changes  of  circumstances  would  be 
constantly  occurring ;  we  are  sometimes  very 
rich,  and  sometimes  very  poor.  It  is  true  the 
nation  appears  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  navy. 
To  be  useful,  a  navy  must  be  strong  enough  to 
make  itself  felt ;  it  must  be  able  to  meet  that  of 
any  other  nation.  I  am  not  willing,  said  Mr.  M., 
to  loin  stocks  with  any  nation.  I  am  for  standing 
solely  upon  American  ground,  and  upon  no  other. 


I  believe,  in  time  of  war,  your  navy  will  not  be 
able  to  go  on,  without  impressment.  You  must 
resort  to  Impressment ;  you  must  embarrass  your 
commerce ;  you  must  stop  your  privateering,  in 
another  war.  The  histoxy  of  nations  will  show 
that  their  freedom  had  done  more  towards  their 
success  than  any  thing  else.  It  was  the  freedoim 
of  England,  more  than  the  bayonets  of  Russia, 
that  put  down  the  Emperor  of  France.  Tlie 
character  of  one  part  of  this  country,  to  be  sore, 
is  commercial,  and  that  of  the  other  is  not  so. 
How  long  we  shall  continue  a  commercial  people, 
we  cannot  tell.  I  fear  the  tariff  and  some  otner 
projects,  will  convert  us  into  something  else.  We 
are  told  that  Lord  Coke  spoke  of  two  great  bless- 
ings which  England  possessed — ^her  Queen  and 
her  Navy.  We  possess  two  greater  blessings  than 
these.  We  are  as  free  as  any  people  can  be  in 
civilized  society,  and  every  man  has  plenty  to 
eat  I  wish  I  could  say  that  eveiy  one  in  the 
country  was  out  of  debt.  I  do  not  believe  we 
are  in  such  good  circumstances  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  described.  The  failure  of 
the  banks  has  been  a  great  evil  in  the  conn^. 
In  all  countries,  I  believe,  (though  I  was  never 
in  any  but  my  own,)  nothing  is  so  pleasing  as 
military  glory.  I  well  remember,  sir,  how  I 
loved,  in  my  youth,  to  listen  to  stories  of 
battles.  It  is  the  delight  of  men,  and  women 
too.  This  ardor  for  nmitary  glory  is  the  bane 
of  Republics.  All  history  demonstrates  that 
too  much  war  has  proved  their  destruction.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know  much  of  military 
affairs;  but  I  believe  that  men  have  a  par- 
ticular gift  of  God  to  perform  great  actions: 
it  is  a  special  gift,  like  that  with  which  poets, 
and  orators,  and  other  celebrated  men,  are 
endowed.  Men  must  have  a  natural  turn  of 
mind  towards  it  in  order  to  excel  in  any 
business.  It  is  said  that  our  extensive  seacoast 
requires  a  navy.  Great  Britain  has  an  exten- 
sive seaooast,  and  do  we  wish  to  have  as  much 
starvation  and  heavy  taxes  as  she  has  ?  I  had 
much  rather  that  our  people  should  haveplen^ 
to  eat,  than  a  brilliant  navy.  I  entertain  no 
hostility  towards  England;  but,  with  aU  her 
enterprise  and  ingenuity,  by  water  and  by  luid, 
we  still  find  her  involved  with  a  heavy  debt. 
It  is  said  that  navies  have  added  to  the  glory 
of  nations.  All  the  naval  powers  that  nave 
existed,  have  fallen,  with  the  exception  of  old 
John  Bull.  His  landholders,  and  his  handi- 
craftsmen, have  yet  succeeded  in  keeping  him 
up,  and  he  is  more  fk*ee  than  any  of  them. 
Although  I  have  never  voted  for  a  navy,  not  for 
a  rope  or  a  nail  of  it,  yet  I  am  willing  to  defend 
its  honor;  I  was  of  that  opinion,  in  regard  to 
the  afEkir  of  the  Chesapeake.  When  any  other 
nation  attacks  one  of  our  ships,  I  would  g^ve  them 
blow  for  blow.  I  do  not  like  long  appropriations, 
for  I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  the  business  of 
voting  money  for  future  purposes,  to  our  soe- 
cessors.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  naval 
question  was  settled  by  the  late  war.  An  ap- 
propriation was  made  for  the  increase  of  the 
Navy ;  and  we  had  to  redaoe  that  appropriatloa 
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one-half.  We  had  better  leave  this  business  to 
those  who  come  after  us.  We  had  that  appro- 
priation  to  reduce ;  and  we  may  have  to  reaace 
this  also.  Ko  navy  can  supersede  the  necessity 
of  an  army.  Your  fortifications  must  be  kept 
in  order,  and  manned.  If  any  reverse  in  our 
situation  takes  place,  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  loans.  Ko  man  can  calculate  what 
demands  we  may  have  for  money,  I  shall  use 
no  hard  words  towards  the  Holy  Alliance: 
hard  words  do  not  hurt  them,  and  they  do  us 
no  good.  I  am  willing  to  be  at  peace  with 
all  Uie  world,  and  not  to  abuse  anybody. 

Sir,  I  have  heard  of  economy  ever  since 
I  came  into  Congress,  and  every  year  we  spend 
more  and  more  money.  I  don^t  know  but  this  is 
all  right  but  I  think  the  people  are  not  as  free 
from  debt  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Washing- 
ton, and  I  believe  the  Government  owes  more 
than  it  did  then.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  alluded  to  my  anecdote  about  the  old  man 
and  his  silver  spoons.  It  might  have  been  right 
for  the  old  man  to  have  the  spoons,  but,  then, 
,he  had  the  money  to  buy  them  with.  Some 
few  years  ago,  sir,  I  was  travelling  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country,  in  a  circuit 
through  a  part  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia— 
the  land  is  not  quite  so  poor  there  as  it  is  with 
ns.  but  still,  no  one,  who  had  not  seen  it,  would 
believe  there  was  any  land  quite  so  poor  upon 
earth.  I  stopped  at  a  very  miserable  tavern; 
there  were  three  or  four  persons  present  en- 
gaged in  conversation.  They  were  full  of  a 
Spanish  war,  and  all  in  a  r^  for  taking  Cuba. 
They  smd,  *^we  had  beaten  Great  Britun  once 
in  a  seven  years'  war;  and  agaLo,  in  two  years, 
and  that  it  would  be  but  a  lob  before  breakfast, 
to  whip  Spain  and  take  Cuba  from  her.*'  It  is 
a  very  easy  thing  to  get  into  a  war.  The  people 
may  be  a  little  unwilling  for  it,  at  first,  but 
some  leading  spirits  get  up  an  excitement,  and 
then  it  is  easily  kept  up.  We  are  always  trying 
some  experiment.  When  the  gunboat  system 
was  proposed,  I  was  no  advocate  for  it.  I 
recollect  making  the  remark,  upon  the  occa- 
sion, that  one  British  frigate  would  run  over 
them  all,  as  a  fine  race  horse  would  run  over  a 
litter  of  Guinea  pigs. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  was  gratified 
to  find  that  no  objection  had  been  yet  urged 
against  building  the  ships  provided  for  in  this 
^*"      The  only  objection  seemed  to  be  to  the 


bill. 


amount  of  the  appropriation.  The  Naval  Com< 
mittee  certainly  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
subject  upon  the  Senate.  It  is  no  child  of 
theirs.  An  honorable  member  introduced  a 
resolution,  early  in  the  session,  proposing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  building  an 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  instructions  contained  in  that 
resolve,  the  committee  proceeded  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiries.  They  communicated  with 
the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject. 
It  was  his  peculiar  province  to  know  what 
number  was  necessary.  He  answered  to  the 
question  of  the  committee,  that  ten  would  be 


the  proper  number.  This  number  did  not 
originate  with  the  committee.  They  inquired, 
also,  what  would  be  the  expense,  and  thev 
were  told  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  for  each 
vessel.  They  therefore  framed  a  bill  providing 
for  ten  vessels,  and  inserted  in  it  the  highest 
cost  of  building  them.  The  committee  do  not 
wish  to  press  the  bill.  It  was  said  that  there 
was  no  need  of  making  the  whole  appropriation 
at  once ;  that  the  timber  could  not  be  dl  pro- 
cured within  the  present  vear,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  money  would  not  all  be  wanted. 
To  satisfy  that  objection,  I  moved  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  of  the  committee,  that  the  appropriation 
should  be  divided,  one-half  for  the  present, 
and  the  other  for  the  next  year;  and  I  am 
ready,  if  the  Senate  think  it  proper,  to  move 
for  a  further  reduction  of  the  appropri- 
ation. But  why  should  you  vote  to  build  ten 
sloops  of  war,  without  furnishing  the  means  to 
do  it?  I  understand  that  some  part  of  the 
timber  necessary  for  building  these  vessels  is 
already  on  hand.  It  is  true  that  some  kinds  of 
timber  can  only  be  out  in  the  winter,  when  the 
sap  is  down,  but  some  of  it  may  be  obtained  as 
well  in  the  summer.  The  committee  have  per- 
mitted the  bill  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  ten  days, 
in  order  to  obtain  information  from  the  Depart- 
ment. It  is  found  that  $426,000  for  the  present 
year,  will  not  be  too  large  an  appropri- 
ation. 


MoiiTDAT,  February  9. 
John  Tatlob,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
whose  credentials  were  filed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, appeared,  was  qualified;  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Additional  Sloops  of  War. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  Friday  last,  being  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  authorizing  the 
building,  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war  ^ 
for  the  navfd  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr,  LowBiE  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
building  so  many  vessels  immediately  —  he 
doubted  the  expediencv  of  making  so  large  an 
appropriation,  confined  to  one  or  two  years. 
It  is  said  that  the  vessels  are  wanted  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy.  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought 
that  subject  was  at  rest.  Congress  had  authorized 
the  purchase  of  vessels  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
last  session ;  and  we  have  been  told,  from  the 
proper  Department,  that  the  enterprise  was  suc- 
cessful, and  that  piracy  was  suppressed.  If  this 
is  the  case,  that  exigency  does  not  now  exist— of 
course,  there  is  less  necessity  to  complete  these 
vessels  immediately.  On  the  ground  that  in 
peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war,  Mr.  L.  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  whole  number  of  vessels 
proposed  by  this  bilL  He  conceived  the  only 
question  now  to  be,  at  what  time  the  money 
should  be  paid.  He  was  in  favor  of  amending 
the  bill  so  as  to  appropriate  $250,000  for  the 
present   year,    and    $150,000    annually     for 
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the  four  sacceeding  years.  He  thought  a  per- 
manent appropriation  better  than  an  annual 
one,  as  such  a  course  would  place  the  subject 
before  the  Navy  Board,  to  proceed  according 
to  their  judgment  and  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  was  not  opposed  to  the  support  of  a 
Navy,  to  a  certain  extent  He  considered 
that  our  present  naval  force,  with  the  addition 
of  the  vessels  proposed  by  this  bill,  would  be 
quite  large  enough ;  and,  if  the  act  of  Congress 
providing  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy  had  contained  a  provision  for  ten  sloops 
of  war,  he  should  have  opposed  any  further  in- 
crease; but  he  believed  some  small  vessels 
were  necessary,  and  was  willing  to  vote  for  the 
bill  provided  the  building  of  the  vessels  was  not 
hurried. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Babboub  moved  to  fill 
the  blMik  for  the  appropriation  with  "two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the 
present  year,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  the  three  succeeding  years.^'  This 
was  agreed  to— yeas  24,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Thomas,  and  Williams — ^24. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Branch,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Dickerson,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Lo^Tie,  Macon,  Noble,  Buggies,  and  Ware — 18. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 


Tuesday,  February  10. 
Mississippi  Land  Company. 
'  Mr.  Van  Buben,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others,  directors  of  a 
corporation  called  the  New  England  Missisdppi 
Land  Company,  Ac,  reported  as  follows : 

1st.  That,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
United  States  might  (in  such  manner  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  or  with  the  satisfaction  of  certain  land 
claims  agreed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States) 
appropriate  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  for 
satisfying  certain  claims  on  the  land  then  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  commonly  called  the  Yazoo  olaims ; 
provided  the  act  of  Congress  making  such  appropria- 
tion was  passed  within  one  year. 

2dly.  That,  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
the  gnints  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  3d  of 
March,  1803,"  so  much  bs  should  be  found  necessary 
of  the  five  millions  of  acres  reserved,  as  before  stated, 
were  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had 
been  reserved.  But  it  was  provided  by  that  act, 
"  that  no  other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by  this  ap- 
propriation but  those  the  ovidenoe  of  which  shall 


have,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
been  exhibited  by  the  chumants  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  office 
for  that  purpose,*'  &o. 

3dly.  That,  pursnant  to  the  provisions  of  the  lasU 
mentioned  act,  the  claims  to  the  said  lands  were  es- 
hibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  including  thoao 
now  in  question,  but  the  passage  of  the  final  act  pro- 
viding for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction,  was  da- 
layed  until  the  year  1814. 

4thly.  That  many  of  the  claims,  so  exhibited,  were 
found  to  conflict  with  each  other,  and  also  with  rights 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  United  States  in 
consequence  of  surrenders  made  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  which,  by  virtue  of  the  cession,  inui«d 
to  the  United  Statea 

5thly.  That,  to  make  the  indemnity  and  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  in  question,  the  90t 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1814,  was  passed  by  which— 

1st.  The  President  was  authorized  and  required  to 
cause  to  be  issued  firom  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively,  as  had  exhib- 
ited their  cLiims  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1803^  oertift- 
cates  of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arisiQg  from 
the  sale  of  said  public  land,  and,  among  other  com- 
panies, to  the  persons  claiming  in  the  ikame  or  under 
the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing, in  the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

2d.  That  the  claimants  of  the  lands  might  file,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  release  of  all 
their  claims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assignnuDi 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  cuum  to 
any  money  deposited  or  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
such  release  and  assignment  to  take  e£fect  on  the  in- 
demnification of  the  claimants,  according  to  the  pro^ 
visions  of  that  act 

8d.  Commissioners  were  to  be,  and  were,  accord- 
ingly, appointed  "  to  adjudge  and  finally  determine 
upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims  so  re- 
leased as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  oonffiet 
with  and  be  adverse  to  each  other,  and  also  to  ad- 
judge and  determine  upon  all  such  daims  under  tlio 
aforesaid  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, as  may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  Georgia." 

Gthly.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814  wer% 
in  all  respects,  pursuant  to  a  compromise  made  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  with  the  daimanta^  in* 
eluding  the  present  petitioners,  and  that  the  release^ 
required  by  the  said  act,  was  made  by  them. 

7thly.  That,  before  the  commissioners,  the  peti- 
tioners, as  trustees  of  the  New  England  Missisaippt 
Land  Company,  claimed,  as  the  persons  entitled  to 
the  one  miUion  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars directed  to  be  issued  to  the  Georgia  Biississippi 
Land  Company,  their  claim  to  indemnity  for  957,600 
acres,  amounting  to  $130,425,  was  resisted  in  bdmlf 
of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  on  the  ground 
that  the  consideration  money  for  said  lands  had  not 
been  paid,  and  that  therefore  they  were  in  equity 
entitied  to  the  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  commissioners  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Geox^a  Mississippi  Company,  and  the  $130,425 
were  deducted  from  the  amount  awarded  to  the  New 
Enffland  Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  distributed 
as  follows :  $50,608  48  to  individual  members  of  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  who  had  released  to 
the  United  States  under  the  act  of  1814,  to  whom  the 
same  has  accordingly  been  paid;  $79,816  62  was 
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reserved  to  the  TJolted  States,  as  being  the  shares  of 
those  chdmants  who,  not  having  been  paid  the  con- 
■ideration  money  by  the  persons  who  had  purchased 
of  them,  claimed  to  be  still  the  legal  and  bona  fide 
owners  of  said  lands,  and,  as  snob,  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  provision  of  the  repealing  act  of  the 
State  of  Geoigla,  and  obtained  the  repayment  of  the 
consideration  money  by  surrendering  their  titles  to 
the  State. 

8thly.  The  petitioners  object  to  this  decision  as  er- 
roneous, and  they  ask  to  have  the  $180,425  paid  to 
them  by  the  United  States,  or  their  release  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  957,600  acres  cancelled,  so  that  they  may 
assert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
Brown  and  Oilman,  4  Wheaton,  256,  have  decided 
that  the  grant  ^rom  the  (Jeoigia  Mississippi  Land 
Company  to  the  individuals  who  afterwards  consti- 
tuted and  composed  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  conveyed  the  legal  estate,  notwith- 
standing the  act  of  Geoigia  prohibiting  the  deeds  for 
the  same  from  being  recorded ;  and  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  contract  and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  grantors 
had  no  lien  on  the  lands  for  the  consideration  money, 
and  that  therefore  the  decree  of  the  commissioners, 
in  that  respect,  was  erroneous.  For  the  grounds  of 
that  decision,  its  operation  upon  the  interests  of 
the  petitioners,  and  those  they  represent,  and  for  a 
more  particular  statement  of  the  facts  and  drciun- 
•tances  connected  with  the  whole  transaction,  the 
oonomittee  refer  to  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  to 
the  decree  of  the  commisaoners  accompanying  this 
feport,  to  the  accompanying  certificates  of  two  of  tiiie 
commissioners,  and  to  a  more  particular  statement 
made  by  the  petitioners  to  the  Judidaiy  Committee, 
and  adopted  by  them  in  tiieir  report  last  year  on  the 
same  petition. 

9thly.  The  committee  acquiesce  in  the  correctness 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  believe 
that  the  decinon  of  the  commissioners,  on  the  point 
of  law  raised  before  them,  was  erroneous ;  but,  as 
their  decree  was  agreed  and  declared  by  the  law  to 
be  final  and  concfiiBive  on  the  rights  of  all  the  par- 
ties, and  as  they  have  not  found  any  circumstances 
in  llie  case  requiring  that  the  same  should  be  opened, 
but  many  strong  reasons  against  the  propriety  of 
doing  so,  a  majority  of  the  committee  axe  of  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


Fbidat,  February  20. 
£aadi  in  the  Territory  qf  Florida. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize 
the  laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida." 

The  bill  proposes  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  mi^ng  a 
road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and 
three  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  sur- 
veying routes  for  two  other  roads  intersecting 
•aid  Territory  at  different  pointe. 

Mr.  Bbown  stated  that  the  distance  over 
which  the  road  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was 
about  three  hundred  pules ;  and  the  distance 


to  be  surveyed  for  the  two  other  roads  would 
be  about  six  hundred  miles.  It  was  of  great 
importance  to  have  a  communication  opened 
along  the  coast  of  that  Territory.  The  inhabi- 
tants, living  under  the  same  government,  were 
widely  separated  from  each  other.  The  pro- 
posed road  will  pass  through  a  very  fine  and 
fertile  country,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  It  appeared  to 
the  committee  to  be  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  to  increase  the  value  of  this 
property.  The  trustees  of  that  Territory  re- 
quire protection  from  the  Government,  and  this 
measure  will  accelerate  ite  settlement.  As  the 
sum  appropriated  was  not  very  great,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  this  road  was  of  great  im- 
portance, from  two  considerations — the  first,  as 
it  related  to  the  defence,  and  the  second,  in  re- 
gard to  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. If  gentlemen  would  recur  to  the  map  of 
that  part  of  the  Territoryj  they  would  perceive 
that  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  succor 
St.  Augustine,  except  by  water.  The  road 
could  be  made  at  a  small  expense,  and  would 
furnish  the  means  of  immediate  defence.  He 
thought  the  Unitod  States  ought  to  keep  an  eye 
on  that  part  of  the  country — it  is  now  very 
weak  and  defenceless.  Without  this  road,  peo- 
ple could  not  be  induced  so  speedily  to  emi- 
grate to  that  Territory,  and  its  settlement 
would  be  retarded. 

Mr.  LowKDs  said  there  were  two  objects 
specified  in  this  bill,  which  the  gentleman  had 
not  touched  upon — ^the  surveys  of  two  other 
routes,  besides  the  one  where  the  road  was  to 
be  made.  He  wished  information  on  those 
points;  as  three  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  surveys,  while  only  twenty 
thousand  dollars  was  to  be  granted  for  making 
the  other  road. 

Mr.  Bbowv,  in  explanation,  remarked  that 
the  contemplated  routes,  which  were  to  be  sur- 
veyed, embraced  an  extent  of  six  hundred 
miles;  while  the  road  to  be  made  was  only 
three  hundred.  Those  routes  which  were  to 
be  traced  out,  touch  at  different  parts  of  the 
Territory,  the  communication  with  which  is 
highly  important. 

Mr.  LowBiB  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  what  data  the 
committee  had  adopted,  in  estimating  the  ex- 
penditures for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Bbown  said  the  committee  had  before 
them  the  statements  furnished  by  the  delegate 
who  represented  that  Territory  in  the  other 
House.  From  these,  and  such  information  as 
could  be  gained  from  the  map  of  tiiat  country, 
the  estimates  were  made. 

Mr.  Jackson  did  not  doubt  that  the  appro- 
priation provided  in  this  bill,  with  the  labor  of 
the  military  force  stationed  m  that  part  of  the 
country,  would  be  adequate  to  the  proposed 
objects — ^he  said  that,  by  this  means,  a  topo- 
graphical view  of  the  country  through  which 
the  roads  were  to  run,  would  be  obtakied ;  and 
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the  President  would  not  apply  more  money  to 
the  purpose  than  should  be  found  necessary. 

Mr.  Ghandleb  thought  that  must  be  a  very 
extraordinary  country  indeed,  if  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  would  make  three  hundred  miles 
of  road  in  it.  We  have  been  told  that  the  sol- 
diers could  not  work  in  that  country.  Mr.  G. 
believed  that,  if  twenty  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  now,  it  would  not  be  a  great 
while  before  Gongress  would  be  called  upon  to 
vote  more  money  for  this  object. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  could  hardly  believe 
that  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  a  mile,  whidi  was  all 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  bill  would  amount 
to,  would  be  sufficient  to  make  this  road.  He 
felt  in  favor  of  making  a  road  from  Pensacola 
to  St.  Augustine,  but  wished  to  know  what  the 
real  cost  of  such  a  road  would  be — ^how  much 
it  would  cost  in  money,  and  how  much  labor 
the  soldiers  could  perform.  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  committee  had  estimated  the  cost  When 
appropriations  are  to  be  made,  an  estimate  is 
generally  required.  When  a  light-house  or  a 
pier  is  to  be  built,  the  committee  is  called  upon 
for  an  estimate.  He  thought  the  Government 
were  going  too  far  in  this  business,  in  making 
out  these  two  roads  of  three  hundred  miles 
each.  The  distance,  considering  the  sinuosities 
of  the  road,  might  be  a  great  deal  more  than 
was  calculated.  If  the  survey  is  made,  we 
ahidl  be  called  upon,  some  time  or  other,  to 
make  the  roads  also.  Mr.  H.  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  begin  by  making  the  road 
from' Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine;  they  are 
united  under  one  government,  the  operations 
of  which  require  that  there  snould  be  a  com- 
munication between  the  two  places.  He  was, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  that  part  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Eluott  said  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  gentlemen  who  came  from  a  part  of  the 
country  where  roads  were  made  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner,  should  think  the  sum  mentioned 
in  this  bill  too  small  for  the  contemplated  pur- 
pose. In  that  part  of  the  country  where  the 
roads  must  be  rendered  perfectly  hard,  so  as  to 
secure  them  from  the  operation  of  the  frosty  the 
expense  would,  undoubtedly,  be  much  greater. 
But,  in  the  section  where  this  road  is  to  be 
located,  all  that  is  done  is  to  fell  the  trees,  and 
excavate  ditches  by  the  side  of  the  road.  There 
is  no  need  of  any  great  quantity  of  material. 
He  believed  ten  thousand  dollars  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  fell  the  timber,  and  lay  out  the  road. 
The  most  important  difficulty  is  the  swamps 
through  which  the  road  must  pass ;  the  timber 
is  rolled  into  them,  as  it  is  cut  down,  and  the 
mud  is  filled  in  from  the  ditches.  These  are 
our  roads.  They  are  not  like  those  in  the 
North,  and  hence  they  do  not  cost  as  much 
money.  He  believed  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  services  of  the  military,  would 
be  amply  sufficient  With  regard  to  the  sur- 
veys to  be  made  for  the  other  roads,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  would  be  greatly  facili- 
tated by  opening  these  communications.  They 
pass  through  a  wilderness,  in  which  it  is  only 


necessary  to  fell  the  timber,  and  those  who 
pass  upon  the  road  will  miJce  it  We  have 
only  to  mark  out  the  way.  In  the  event  of 
war,  it  would  be  very  important,  as  furnishing 
opportunities  for  an  army  to  pass  with  celerity. 
Mr.  E.  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the 
welfare  of  that  part  of  the  countiy,  tiiat  tiiis 
bill  should  be  adopted ;  the  country  would  then 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  persons  who  wish 
to  settle  there.  It  is  now  m  a  very  exposed 
situation ;  it  may  be  called  the  piquet  of  the 
Union;  and  shall  we  suffer  it  to  remain  de- 
fenceless ?  As  this  measure  would  furnish  facili- 
ties for  investigating  the  country,  and  means  for 
its  defence,  Mr.  £.  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  himself  marched 
through  a  conaderable  part  of  that  territory; 
and  was  enabled  to  open  roads  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  miles  a  day.  If  an  army  was  able  to 
open  a  road  at  that  rate,  he  believed  that 
twenty  thousand  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient 
sum  for  this  purpose.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  sufficient,  unless  bridges  were  to  be 
made  over  the  streams,  which  he  believed  was 
not  intended. 

Mr.  Bbowk  sidd  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  wished  for  estimates,  as  they  were  fur- 
nished in  regard  to  light-houses,  ^,  he  ooold 
inform  him,  in  relation  to  the  surveys  to  be 
made  in  Florida,  it  was  estimated  that  thej 
would  cost  five  dollars  per  mile ;  that  surveyors 
in  that  section  of  the  country  would  trace  ont 
roads  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  the  mUe ;  and 
the  committee  calculated  that  five  dollars  a 
mile  would  defray  the  whole  expense.  The 
utility  of  these  surveys,  he  thought^  was  un- 
questionable, as  they  served  as  guides  to  trsY* 
ellers  who  explore  the  country.  The  soil  is  ao 
dry,  and  so  easy  to  be  worked,  that  he  believed 
the  expense  would  not  be  more  than  the  som 
proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment ;  and,  upon  its  passage  to 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Ghandleb  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Mesam  Buton,  Branch,  Brown,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticiit,  Elliott,  Findlay,  GaiUaid. 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Hohnes  d  Minsisappiy 
JackflOD,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama^ 
f  AiiTnMi^  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Pairott,  Rnggle^ 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomai^ 
Van  Bnien,  Ware,  Williams— la 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  0*  WoU; 
Koighi^  Maoon,  Taylor  (rf'Tiiig^nia,  Van  Dyke— & 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


TusBDAT,  February  24. 
CRMm  of  MaMochvMtU. 
The  following  Message  was  yesterday  leceiT- 
ed  from  the  Pbesidbnt  07  the  Unitkd  Statss  : 

2b  the  Senate  and  ffmue  qf  lUpreewtetieee  if  Am 
United  Statee: 
I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  certain  docunenle 
relatmg  to  a  daim  of  Maswachnsrtts  for  aenriees  xwa* 
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dored  bj  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late  war,  and 
for  which  payment  was  made  by  the  State.  From 
the  particoLar  circamstances  attending  this  claim,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  sabmit  the  sulject  to  the 
consideration  of  Congresa 

In  forming  a  just  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  at  an 
earlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  when  a  call 
was  made  on  the  militia  of  that  State  for  service,  in 
the  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  was  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  aU  the  States,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts  refused  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
principle  that  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a  complete  power 
for  those  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  on 
the  consent  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States ; 
and,  also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  such  consent 
being  given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a  regu- 
lar ^cer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President,  in  person. 
That  this  decision  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts 
was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful  nation,  for  the  defence  of  our  common 
rights,  was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Government ; 
and  when  the  period,  at  which  that  decision  was 
formed,  was  considered,  it  being  as  early  as  the  5th  of 
August,  1812,  immediately  after  the  war  was  declared, 
and  that  it  was  not  relinquished  during  the  war,  it 
was  inferred,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  was 
alike  applicable  to  all  the  services  that  were  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  vezy 
interesting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  if  the  militia  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service^by  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and 
not  put  under  the  command  of  the  M<^r  General  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  States 
were,  the  expense  attending  their  service  would  be 
chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
claim  which  the  State  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  expenses,  could  not  be  ^owed  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
principles  on  which  that  branch  of  the  Government 
could  not  decide. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  decision  on  the  claim 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pended, and  it  need  not  be  remarked  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  w  by 
the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  contended  for  by  the 
then  Executive  of  that  State,  or  to  its  conduct,  at  that 
period,  towards  the  General  Government  and  the 
Union. 

In  January,  1823,  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
firom  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  suggested,  by  memo- 
rial, that  the  constitutional  objection  could  not  apply 
to  a  portion  of  the  daim,  and  requested  that  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Government  might  be  instruct- 
ed to  audit  and  admit  such  part  as  might  be  free  firom 
that  objection.    In  all  cases  where  claims  are  pre- 


sented for  militia  service,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  accounting  officer  to  submit  them  to  the 
department  for  instruction  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
claim ;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had  been  rendered 
by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  or  otherwise, 
under  circumstances  to  justify  the  claim  against  the 
United  States,  admitting  that  the  evidence  in  support 
of  it  should  be  satisfactory.  To  this  request  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  well-founded  objection,  under  the  res- 
ervation, as  to  the  constitutional  principle,  and  ac- 
cordingly an  order  was  given  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  in  auditing  the  claim,  with 
that  reservation. 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Execu- 
tive of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that 
State,  commissioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of 
its  claim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  have  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasuiy  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services 
of  the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
has  been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  sub- 
ject to  the  objection  above  stated.  I  have  examined 
this  report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  oom- 
missioners,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  ren- 
dered by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic, 
and  proper,  necessaxy  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in 
some  instances,  actual  invasion,  and  in  others,  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  diat  were  menaced. 
The  commissioners  of  the  State  having  intimated  that 
other  portions  of  service  stood  on  similar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  maimer  as  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  show  distinctly  under  what  circumstances 
each  portion  of  service  was  rendered — whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion,  er  the  menace  of  invasion, 
or  by  public  authority ;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
militia  rendering  such  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  State. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  Exfr* 
cutive  of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the  principle 
which  was  maintained  by  the  former  Executive,  and 
that,  in  this  disclaimer,  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture have  concurred.  By  this  renunciation,  the  State 
is  placed  on  the  same  ground,  in  this  respect,  with 
the  other  States,  and  this  veiy  distressing  anomaly  in 
our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
groat  body  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts  are 
as  firmly  devoted  to  our  Union,  and  to  the  free  repub- 
lican principles  of  our  Government,  as  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Of  this  important  truth, 
their  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle,  and  in  many  other  emeigencies,  bears  ample 
testimony ;  and,  I  add,  with  profound  interest  and  a 
thorough  conviction,  that,  although  the  difficulty  ad- 
verted to,  in  the  late  war,  with  theur  Executive,  ex- 
cited equal  surprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed  to 
extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a  moment  when 
the  confidence  of  the  Government  in  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  that  State,  was  impaired  \  nor 
is  a  doubt  entertained  that  they  were  at  all  times  will* 
ing  and  ready  to  support  their  rights,  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  by  die  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  uiged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  the  payment  of 
so  ranch  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren* 
dered  by  the  fifth  division,  which  have  been  audited, 
and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I 
did  not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
that  the  claim,  in  all  its  parts^  was  oogiuzable  by  Coo- 
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gross  alone.  The  period  at  ^hich  the  constitational 
difficulty  was  raised,  by  the  Execntiye  of  the  State, 
was  in  the  highest  degree  hnportant,  as  was  the  ten- 
dency of  the  principle  for  which  it  contended,  and 
which  was  adhered  to  during  the  war.  The  public 
mind  throughout  the  Union  was  much  excited  by  that 
occurrence,  and  great  solicitude  was  felt  as  to  its  con- 
sequences. The  Executive  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a  just  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution ;  in  doing  which,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  recollect  that  the  most  friendly  feelings  were 
cherished  towards  their  brethren  of  that  State.  The 
Executive  of  the  State  was  warned,  in  the  corre- 
spondence which  then  took  place,  of  the  light  in  which 
its  conduct  was  viewed,  and  of  the  effect  it  would 
have,  so  far  as  related  to  the  right  of  the  Executive  of 
tiie  United  States,  on  any  claim  which  might  after- 
wards be  presented  by  the  State  to  compensation  for 
tnch  servicesu  Under  these  circumstances,  the  power 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  settle  any 
portion  of  this  claim,  seems  to  be  precluded.  It  seems 
proper,  also,  that  this  claim  should  be  decided,  on  full 
investigation,  before  the  public,  that  the  principle  on 
which  it  is  decided  may  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
our  fellow-citizeiis  of  every  State,  which  can  be  done 
by  Congress  alone;  who  alone,  also,  possess  the 
power  to  pass  the  laws  which  may  be  necessaiy  to 
carry  such  decision  into  effect 

In  submitting  this  subject  to  the  calm  and  enlight- 
ened judgment  of  Congress,  I  do  it  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, from  a  knowledge  that  you  are  now  placed, 
by  the  oonrse  of  events,  in  a  situation  which  will  en- 
able you  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  not  only 
comport  with  the  sound  principles  of  our  Government, 
but,  likewise,  be  conducive  to  other  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  our  Union.  By  the  renunciation  of  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  then  Executive  of  Massadbusetts, 
as  has  been  done  by  its  present  Executive  and  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner, and  in  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  .great 
bedy  of  the  people,  the  constitution  is  restored,  in  a 
Y&ry  important  feature-— that  connected  with  tlie  pub- 
lic defence ;  and  id  the  most  important  branch,  that 
of  the  militia,  to  its  native  strength.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know,  that  this  renundation  has  been  produced  by 
the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of  our  Re- 
publican system,  whereby  those  who  were  in  the  right 
at  the  moment  of  ^fficulty,  and  who  sustained  the 
Government  with  great  firmness,  have  gained  daily 
gtrength  until  this  result  was  accompluhed.  The 
pcdnts  on  which  you  will  have  to  decide,  are,  what  is 
fairly  due  for  the  services  which  were  actually  ren- 
dered ?  By  what  means  shall  we  contribute  most  to 
cement  the  Union,  and  give  the  greatest  support  to 
our  most  excellent  constitution?  In  seeking  each 
object  separately  we  are  led  to  the  same  resulti  All 
that  can  be  claimed  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts is,  that  the  constitutional  objection  be  waived, 
and  that  they  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  their 
brethren  in  the  other  States — ^that,  regarding  the 
services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  other  States,  for 
which  compensation  has  been  made,  giving  to  the 
rule  the  most  liberal  construction,  like  compensation 
be  made  for  similar  services  rendered  by  the  militia 
of  that  State. 

I  have  been  led  to  conclude,  on  great  conuderation, 
that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  due  regard 
for  the  great  iaterests  of  our  Union,  require  that  this 
claim,  in'the  extent  proposed,  should  he  acceded  to. 
Essential  service  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  by 


the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  irith  the  most  patri- 
otic motives.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  should 
be  compensated  for  sudi  services,  in  like  manner  with 
the  militia  of  the  other  States.  The  constitutional 
difficulty  did  not  originate  with  them,  and  has  dow 
been  removed.  It  comports  with  our  system  to  look 
to  the  service  rendered,  and  to  the  intention  with 
which  it  was  rendered,  and  to  award  the  compenaa- 
tion  accordingly,  especially  as  it  may  now  be  done 
without  the  sacrifice  of  principle.  The  motive,  in  thia 
instance,  is  the  stronger,  because  well  satisfied  I  am, 
that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  give  the  most  effectual 
support  to  our  republican  institutionii  No  latent 
cause  of  discontent  will  be  left  behind.  The  great 
body  of  the  people  will  be  gratified ;  and  even  those 
who  now  survive,  who  were  then  in  error,  cannot 
fail  to  see,  with  interest  and  satisfaction,  this  distress- 
ing occurrence  thus  happily  terminated.  I  therefore 
consider  it  my  duty  to  recommend  it  to  Congress  to 
make  provision  for  the  settiement  of  the  clsdm  of 
Massachusetts,  for  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  bj 
the  militia  of  the  State,  in  conformity  with  ibe  rules 
which  have  governed  in  the  settiement  oi  the  chums 
for  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  the  other  Statea, 
JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHnrGTOif,  Feb,  23,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesdat,  Febroaiy  25. 
IVaneii  Eendenon^  Jr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  the  Senate,  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Gonimittee, 
for  the  relief  of  Panels  Henderson,  jr.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  this  bill  grants  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  to  Mr.  Henderson,  who  Is 
the  grandson  of  the  late  Colonel  John  jLanrens, 
for  diplomatic  and  military  services  rendered  to 
the  country  by  bis  grandfather.  Mr.  B.  moved 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  proviso,  re- 
qairing,  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  money, 
a  full  relinquishment  of  all  claims  for  these  ser- 
vices on  the  part  of  Francis  and  Frances  £. 
Henderson,  the  father  and  mother  of  the  per- 
son for  whose  relief  the  bill  is  drawn.  Upon 
the  question  to  amend,  the  merits  of  the  bill 
itself  were  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Lanman  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
documents,  showing  the  compensation  which 
had  already  been  made  to  Colonel  Laurens^  and 
his  family.  Messrs.  Babboub,  Mellb,  and  Ma- 
ooN,  advocated  the  bUL  and  Messrs.  Chakdueb, 
Taylob  of  Virginia,  Holmbb  of  Maine,  Lah- 
MAN,  Smtth,  Bell,  and  Kbllt,  opposed  it. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  grounds  that 
the  claim  was  one  of  strict  juatioe — ^that  the 
money  was  actually  due  for  military  services 
rendered  by  Colonel  Laurens,  and  for  outfits, 
which  ought  to  have  been  aUowed  him  in  his 
diplomatic  character,  when  appointed  a  epedal 
Minister  to  France;  and  that  the  objection 
made  to  paying  the  money  to  the  grandson,  in- 
stead of  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens,  would 
be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment| 
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reqairiog  the  sanction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hender- 
son previous  to  the  payment  of  the  money. 

It  was  objected  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  that  Colonel  Laurens,  although  he  had  ren- 
dered high  and  valuable  services  to  the  coun- 
try, had  received  all  the  compensation  that  he 
had  wished  or  expected  for  those  services;  that 
the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a  bar  to  all  such  claims;  and 
that,  if  the  claim  were  allowed  at  all,  the  mon- 
ev  should  be  paid  to  the  daughter,  and  not  to 
the  grandson  of  Oolonel  Laurens. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Babbottb 
was  carried.  He  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  bill  for  the  amount  to  be  granted  with 
♦*  $7,642  41."  This  motion  was  rejected— 14 
yeas,  28  nays.  Oonsidering  this  last  vote  as  de- 
cisive of  the  flftte  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Babboub  mov- 
ed its  indefinite  postponement^  which  was  car- 
ried without  opposilion. 


IFbidat,  February  27. 
MiUtary  Appropriatiam, 
Mr.  Smith  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  bill  ttonn.  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, making  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  Unitea  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
without  amendment.  On  motion  of  Mr,  Smith, 
the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Bbamoh  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  this  bilL 

Military  Academy— Furehate  qf  Land  to  r&- 
move  a  J)rinking--hau8e. 

Mr.  Maoos  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  provides  an  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  a  tarm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academv,  at  West  Point,  at  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars ;  upon  which  fJEum 
there  is  a  public  house. 

Mr.  Ohandleb  was  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  dause  alluded  to.  He  thought  it  would  be 
of  no  great  use  to  purchase  this  farm,  with  the 
public  house  upon  it,  when  another  tavern 
could  be  erected  immediately  at  some  other 
place. 

Mr.  LowBiB  said  he  had  hitherto  entertained 
the  opinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  Military 
Academy  was  such  as  not  to  require  any  appro- 
priation like  this ;  but  since  he  had  examined 
mto  the  statement  of  its  situation,  in  relation  to 
this  tavern,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
of  purohasmg  the  &rm.  It  had  been  stated 
tha^  in  consequence  of  the  location  of  this  pub- 
lic house  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the 
students  obtained  liquor,  which  was  introduced 
into  the  barracks,  against  the  rules  of  the  Acad- 
emy. He  considered  the  only  question  to  be, 
whether  a  great  nuisance  should  be  removed, 
at  the  expense  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  Hie 
Senate  would  recollect  that  great  sums  of  mon- 
ey had  been  expended  upon  this  seminary ;  and 
if,  by  the  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
a  great  evil  could  be  removed  from  it  he 
thought  it  important  that  it  should  be  done. 

Vou  vn.— 88 


The  object  was  incalculably  greater  than  the 
expenditure  proposed.  He  had  mudi  rather- 
that  the  police  of  the  institution  should  have 
been  such  as  to  restrain  all  improprieties  of  this 
kind;  but  perhaps  it  was  not  possible  to  re- 
strain them.  He  understood  the  regulations 
were  as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  called  foi 
the  reading  of  a  letter,  upon  this  subject,  fron 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  Maoov  believed  that  there  was  not  a 
school,  an  academy,  or  an  institution  for  the  in- 
struction of  youth,  in  the  United  States,  where 
similar  evils  were  not  to  be  found.  These  pub 
lie  houses,  he  said,  were  scattered  about  the 
country  in  every  direction;  and  the  expense 
would  be  immense  if  the  Government  was  to 
purchase  them  all,  to  prevent  their  injurious 
effects  upon  our  youth.  He  thought  there  was 
another  objection  to  this  purchase — the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  exercise  authority  over  the 
land  without  the  consent  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  West  Point  had  been  ceded  to  the  GK>v- 
emment  by  the  State;  and,  therefore,  jurisdic- 
tion could  be  exercised  over  it.  But,  if  this 
farm  was  bought  the  land  attached  to  that  in- 
stitution will  be  neld  by  two  different  tenures. 
If  any  profit  is  to  be  made  by  a  public  house 
there,  another  will  soon  be  buUt — and  the  Gov- 
ernment must  buy  all  the  land  to  prevent  it. 
If  the  young  students  are  determinea  to  have  a 
frolic,  they  wiU  have  it  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  had  strong  donbts  of 
this  appropriation.  We  are  about  to  vote  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  this  fiEirm. 
The  owner  will  know  very  well  what  amount 
is  appropriated,  and  he  will  not  take  lees  than 
the  whole  amount.  It  is  a  monstrous  price  for 
the  land.  Mr.  H.  believed  it  very  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  public  house  somewhere 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Academy,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  friends  of  the  students,  and 
others  who  might  visit  it^  and  he  believed  there 
would  be  one.  It  is  said  that  the  place  is  so 
surrounded  by  mountains)  that  there  is  no  spot 
on  which  to  erect  another  house.  But  there  is 
certainly  a  road  over  the  mountains  leading  to 
the  place ;  and  enterprising  individuals  will  be 
found,  who  will  erect  another  house  on  or  near 
that  road.  If  the  mountaina  are  as  high  as  At- 
las itself  they  will  have  a  tavern— they  will 
build  a  nouse  upon  the  mountain,  and  make 
steps  to  it^  if  there  is  no  other  place.  Are  not 
these  irregularities  among  tiie  students  the  f&ult 
of  the  discipline  of  the  institution  f  When  the 
students  wish  to  violate  the  rules,  would  they 
not  rather  have  the  public  house  fhrther  off? 
If  the  house  were  at  a  distance,  so  as  to  be 
without  the  view  of  the  officers  of  the  Acade- 
my, would  not  the  excesses  be  greater  f  If  we 
purchase  this  &rm,  another  house  will  be  im- 
mediately erected  upon  the  borders  of  it,  and 
the  excesses  will  be  greater  there  than  they  are 
at  the  present  place.  If  the  purchase  is  made 
at  all,  it  must  be  by  cession  of  the  jurisdiction 
from  the  State.  But,  Mr.  H.  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  necessity  for  the  purchase. 
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Mr.  LowBiE  said  lie  had  no  doubt  that  a  tay- 
em  was  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Acad- 
emy ;  and  there  certainly  might  be  one  there ; 
but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Government  of  the  institution. 
As  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  the  United 
States  undoubtedly  have  a  right  to  purchase  the 
same  title  which  the  present  owner  possesses ; 
and  this  is  all  the  jurisdiction  that  is  wanted. 
He  believed  the  object  to  be  much  greater  than 
the  price  to  be  paid;  and  it  was  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  the  faml  could  be  purchased 
for  the  sum  proposed. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  hoped  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  prevail.  This  appropriation 
would  introduce  a  new  principle  into  our  Gov- 
ernment— a  principle  that  we  should  purchase 
out  every  nuisance  that  exists  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  our  public  seminaries.  We  confess  that 
we  are  so  deficient  in  discipline  that  we  cannot 
prevent  these  bad  effects,  except  by  purchase. 
Ve  have  such  nuisances  near  to  every  camp, 
arsenal,  and  public  institution  of  every  kind  in 
the  country.  If  a  tavern  becomes  a  great  nui- 
eanoe,  instead  of  suppressing  its  abuses  by  the 
civil  authority,  we  are  to  put  it  down  by  pur- 
chasing it.  It  is  establishing  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. But,  Mr.  L.  asked,  with  all  respect  for 
this  Academy,  and  the  men  connected  with  it, 
why  Congress  was  called  upon  to  guard  the 
morals  of  those  youths  only  who  are  to  be  edu- 
cated for  the  military  service  ?  Almost  every 
other  institution  in  the  country  is  subject  to 
the  same  inconveniences.  It  is  our  duty  to 
guard  their  morals  as  well  as  those  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy.  And  are  we  certain,  if  the  ap- 
propriation is  made,  and  the  farm  purchased, 
that  we  shall  get  rid  of  the  evil?  No  man  can 
believe  that,  if  the  discipline  of  the  institution 
is  so  lax  as  to  suffer  these  excesses,  and  the 
young  men  are  disposed  to  engage  in  them,  that 
two  or  three  miles  will  make  any  difference? 
If  there  is  a  tavern  anywhere  near  the  place, 
they  will  find  the  way  to  it.  It  seems  that  this 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Seminary  takes 
place  after  12  o'dook,  at  which  time  the  guard 
IS  removed.  Let  the  guard  be  posted  till  day- 
light, then.  Is  it  not  better  to  pursue  that 
course  than  to  establish  the  new  system  of  juris- 
prudence proposed  in  this  bill  ?  Mr.  L.  thought 
the  measure  would  not  produce  the  good  effects 
which  were  expected  from  it.  If  the  Attor- 
ney-General is  correct  in  his  opinion,  the  stu- 
dents of  this  Academy  are  subject  to  martial 
law.  The  same  restraints  must  be  imposed 
opon  them  as  upon  soldiers  of  the  line.  The 
officers  have  only  to  make  their  rules  more 
strict  They  must  post  their  cuards  till  sun- 
rise, if  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said  ne  doubted  the 
constitutionality  of  the  measure  now  proposed. 
He  believed  the  United  States  could  exercise 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  farm  in  question  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  State.  The  jurisdiction 
cannot  be  acquired,  except  for  the  purposes 
which  are  specifically  provided  in  the  constitu- 


tion. [Mr.  L.  read  the  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution on  this  subject]  Under  that  clause^  he 
did  not  believe  that  a  purchase  could  be  miade 
for  this  object ;  and  he  thought  it  would  intro- 
duce a  bad  principle  into  the  Government 

}&!,  Van  Buben  said  that  his  honorable  col- 
league, who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  that 
reported  this  bill,  and  who  had  paid  considera- 
ble attention  to  tliis  subject,  was  not  now  la 
his  seat.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  till  Monday  next,  and  made  the  oi^ 
der  of  that  day.    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Monday,  March  1. 

Death   qf  the  EepreMntatvaey    WiUiaan    Zm 

Ball,  Esq. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of 
WiLUAM  Lee  Ball,  late  a  member  of  the  Honaa 
of  Representatives  ifrom  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  that  his  ftmeral  will  take  place  to-morrow, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  and 
it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  waa 

lUaolved,  unanimously^  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  faseral  of  the  Hon.  William  Leb  Ball,  bte  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ftam  tiie 
State  of  Virginia,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and, 
as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  tfaA  de- 
ceased, ^ey  will  go  in  monming,  and  wear  cnfe 
round  the  left  aim,  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 

Wednesday,  March  3. 
Military  Appropriations — West  Point  Aoadt- 

my — Purchase  ofLajid  to  remove  a  Drinting- 

house. 

Cn  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Senate  (as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole)  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  from  the  otlier  House  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824.  The  qnee- 
tion  was  stated  from  the  Chair,  to  be  upon  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  when  the  bill  was 
before  under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the 
clause  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm, 
upon  which  is  a  tavern,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrai 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Chandler,  Macon,  Ijlotd 
of  Maryland,  Branch,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and 
Lanman,  on  the  ground  that  the  purchase  of 
the  farm  in  question  would  not  remove  the 
nuisance,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of 
which,  the  purchase  is  proposed ;  as  a  tavern 
might  be  built  on  some  place  a  little  further  re- 
moved from  the  Academy ;  and  the  incapacity 
of  the  United  States  to  make  the  purchase,  and 
hold  the  title,  was  urged  as  an  objection.  The 
motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriation  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  King  of  ifew  York,  Vah 
BusEN,  Smith,  Hayns,  and  Mills,  who  oon- 
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tended  that  the  removal  of  the  tavem  from  this 
farm,  or  its  regulation  by  the  oflScers  of  the 
Academy,  would  eminently  promote  the  inter- 
est of  the  institntion,  and  preserve  the  morals 
of  the  students.  The  power  of  the  Government 
to  purdiase  and  hold  the  land  was  also  sup- 
ported. The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  against  striking  out  this 
appropriation,  16  in  the  affirmative,  and  26  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Macon,  Palmer, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  and 
Ware— 16. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Brown,  Clayton,  D*Wolf,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
l^ssissippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  EeQy, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Lowrie,  McHvaine,  MIIIb,  Noble,  Parrott,  Rop^les, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Yan  Buren,  Van  S^ke, 
and  Williams— 26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Friday,  March  6. 
Trampartation  of  Specie^  <&;.,  in  Public  Vessels. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  "regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
of  merchandisis,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,^'  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
in  Oomraittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  he  had 
offered  the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  tliis 
bill,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  the  views 
which  induced  him  to  propose  it  He  felt  a 
great  interest  in  the  Navy,  and  wished  to  do 
idl  he  could  to  sustain  its  honor.  He  believed 
the  permission  to  carry  specie  had  grown  up, 
like  many  other  of  our  practices,  from  the  ex- 
ample of  England.  But  it  became  now  neces- 
sary to  inquire  how  far  the  honor  and  welfare 
of  the  country  and  its  Navy  was  compromitted 
by  this  practice.  Considerable  sums  of  money 
have  been  made  in  this  traffic  by  some  of  our 
officers ;  our  public  vessels  have  been  the  deposi- 
tories and  the  insurers  of  the  property  of  foreign 
nations,  and  of  belligerents.  This  permission  to 
carry  specie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fine 
and  chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer — to  turn 
his  mind  from  seeking  ^^  reputation  at  the '  can- 
non's mouth,"  to  interested  and  sordid  pursuits. 
Further  than  this,  the  practice  was  liable  to  in- 
Tolve  us  in  difficulties  with  foreign  nations.  It 
was  an  infringement  of  our  neutral  character ; 
it  was  authorizing  a  practice  in  regard  to  those 
nations  which  had  not  the  power  of  resistance, 
which  the  more  powerful  would  never  submit 
to.  These  considerations,  affecting  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country  and  the  Navy,  led  him  to 
believe  that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  pub- 
lic vessels  ought  to  be  prohibited. 


Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  believed 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  public  vessels 
might  be  permitted,  under  certain  regulalions, 
wiUiont  detriment  to  the  service.  Great  Britain 
had  allowed  this  practice  in  her  na^,  time  out 
of  mind,  under  restrictions.  In  our  Navy  there 
has  been  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  and  it 
ought  not  be  permitted  to  go  on  so.  Our  vessels 
were  liable  to  engage  in  any  improper  ciTtises, 
and  to  enter  improper  ports,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  this  trade ;  and  it  might  jeopardize 
the  peace  of  the  country.  The  transportation 
of  specie  by  our  public  vessels  certainly  re- 
quires some  regulation,  although  Mr.  L.  thought 
it  was  not  proper  to  prohibit  it  entirely.  Ihe 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  contains  the  neces- 
sary provisions :  it  provides  what  ports  specie 
may  be  carried  to  and  from,  and  what  countriea, 
under  certain  circumstances.  The  permission 
to  bring  specie  in  the  national  vessels  to  the 
United  States  is  important  to  the  country.  It 
is  sfud  that  we  are  in  great  want  of  specie ;  the 
embarrassments  of  the  manufacturers,  particu- 
larly, are  said  to  be  very  great — and  how  are 
we  to  get  specie  ?  It  must  come  from  foreign 
countries,  and  the  public  vessels  furnish  the 
safest  mode  of  transportation.  He  believed  that 
no  dishonorable  acts  could  be  chaiged  upon 
our  naval  officers  in  this  respect 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  explain.  He 
had  not  the  least  intention  to  charge  any  of  our 
naval  officers  with  improper  conduct,  but 
thought  that  the  transportation  of  specie  ought 
to  be  prohibited,  to  prevent  consequences  which 
might  hereafter  result  from  the  practice. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had 
not  understood  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as 
intending  to  prefer  any  charges  against  the 
officers  of  the  Navy.  He  believed  there  was 
no  d£mger  that  their  honorable  character  would 
be  afEected  by  continuing  this  practice.  It  had 
not  produced  that  effect  upon  the  officers  of  the 
British  navy.  Hitherto  we  have  had  no  re- 
gard to  the  maximum  of  freight  to  be  allowed 
for  the  transportation  of  specie.  This  bill  has 
a  provision  on  that  point  In  the  present  ab- 
sence of  all  regulation,  the  commanders  of  the 
vessels  have  themselves  received  all  the  bene- 
fit accruing  from  the  freight  of  the  specie.  Not 
so  in  the  British  service.  A  certain  part  of.  the 
freight  in  their  vessels  goes  to  the  other  officers, 
and  a  part  to  the  Greenwich  hospital  The 
present  bill  has  a  similar  providon.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  freight  money  is  to  go  to  the  in- 
ferior officers  and  to  the  Navy  Hospital  fund. 
It  appears  to  the  committee  proper  that  some 
regulation  should  idsb  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  transportation  of  passengers.  Considerable 
inconvenience  has  occurred  from  carrying  pas- 
sengers. We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
drawing-rooms  of  the  cabins  of  our  public  ves-  • 
sels.  This  is  certainly  not  beneficial  to  the  ser- 
vice. If  our  captains  can  carry  their  ladies  and 
families  in  their  vessels,  the  lieutenants  may  do 
the  same ;  and  this  will  be  an  increasing  eviL 
The  bill  proposes  checks  upon  the  improprieties 
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that  may  hereafter  ocoar.  Mr.  L.  thought  that 
it  wonld  be  better  to  take  up  the  bill,  section 
after  section,  in  order  that  it  might  be  folly  con- 
ridered,  and  opportanity  be  afforded  for  amend- 
ments, if  gentlemen  should  think  proper  to  pro- 
pose any. 

Mr.  SiOTH  said,  that  he  was  not  yet  sufiQicient- 
ly  informed  upon  this  subject,  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  it  at  the  present  time.  He 
therefore  moved  its  postponement  until  Wed- 
nesday next.    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  March  8. 
PureAoMns  qf  Public  LandM. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  snggeeting  the 
expediency  of  authorizing,  by  law,  all  those 
persons  who  suffered  a  rorfeitnre  of  lands  on 
which  payments  had  been  made,  and  the  for- 
feiture mcurred  prior  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  passed  in  1821,  to 
app]y  the  amount  paid  to  the  purchase  of  other 
lands;  and,  of  reducing  the  price  of  certEdn 
public  lands  within  that  State,  of  an  inferior 
quality.  The  memorial  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NoBLB  said,  in  presenting  the  above  me- 
morial, that  he  was  proud  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  say,  that  in  the  memorial,  the  Legis- 
lature had  manifested  their  attachment  to  the 
Federal  Goremment^  and  for  the  interest  and 
prosperity  of  it.  He  said,  the  Le§^ature  had 
gone  Airther — ^that  they  had,  on  the  part  of  their 
constituents,  and  for  themselyea,  aotiowledged 
the  benevolent  policy  heretofore  ezerdsed  by 
Oongress  towards  the  purchasers  of  public  landl 
by  which  many  of  them  have  been  redeemed 
m>m  ruin,  and  saved  from  forfeiture;  and 
without  the  aid  of  such  policy,  their  lands  must 
have  reverted  to  the  United  States. 

The  Legislature,  said  Mr.  N.,  presents  two 
subjects  for  the  consideration  of  Oonffress,  both 
of  which  he  deemed  to  be  well  worthy  of  con- 
rideration.  The  first  was,  that  of  pennitting, 
bv  law,  those  individuals  who,  prior  to  the  act 
of  Oongress  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  passed  in  1821,  suffered  a  forfeiture  of 
lands  on  which  one  or  more  payments  had  been 
made,  to  apply  the  amount  of  their  forfeitures 
in  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  confining  them  to 
the  districts  wherein  the  forfeitures  accrued. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  this,  because  the 
lands  have  reverted  to  the  Unitea  States,  and 
the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  purchaser, 
which  was  the  forfeiture,  is  in  your  Treasury. 
Tou  are  not  asked  for  money,  but  merely  for 
land,  nnoe  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sdling 
In  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  application  of 
the  forfeitures  to  be  coxmned  to  the  same  land 
districts. 

The  second  sulgect  is,  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  dis- 
tricts where  they  haa  been  offered  for  rale,  for 
ten  or  more  years,  and  have  not  yet  found  pur- 
chasers.   The  history  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 


lic lands  in  this  country,  proves,  that,  to  reduce 
the  price  of  your  lands  in  the  old  settled  parts 
of  the  country,  is  a  true  policy.  We  all  mow, 
that  your  good  lands  are  first  selected,  and  the 
most  indi&rent  tracts  are  rejected;  and,  as  the 
districts  become  closely  settled,  these  refused 
indifferent,  and  broken  tracts  of  land,  serve  onl j 
for  those  persons  a^acent,  to  tre^ass  upon, 
cut,  and  carry  away  your  timber,  thereby  in  tame, 
rendering  the  land  of  little  or  no  value  to  the 
Government.  The  Legislature  of  Indiana,  from 
the  pride  of  attachment  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  for  their  interest,  as  wdl  as  the  in- 
terest of  the  State,  apprise  you  of  the  £&ctB|  and 
^^ianlftiin  any  other  motive. 


WxDKESDAT,  MaTch  10. 
TroMpoTtaUon  of  Specie,  dc.y  in  Public  YateU. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Oonmiittee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  **  regulating  the  tran^rtation  of  gold 
and  silver  bmlion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
of  merchandise,  in  the  public  veflsels  of  the 
United  States,"  was  again  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, as  in  Oommittee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Lloti>,  of  Massachusetts^  made  ft  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States  from  mving  convoy  to  veeseb 
of  bel^gerent  nations,  naving  spede^  kc^  on 
board. 

Messrs.  Pabbott,  Lowbib,  Llotd  of  Mazy- 
land,  Smitec,  and  Llotd  of  Massachusettsi  qmka 
upon  the  propriety  of  this  amendment^  and  it 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  varbal 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pabbott  proposed  an  amendment^  in  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  the  commifldon  re- 
ceived for  the  transportation  of  specie.  4^  The 
bill  provides  that  one-third  part  of  tne  fiei^it 
money  so  received,  shall  go  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  vessel ;  on^third  to  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the 
Navy  Hospital  Fund.  Mr.  P.^s  motion  was^ 
that  the  commanding  officer  should  have  one- 
half;  tiiat  one-quarter  should  go  the  Navy 
Hospital  Fund,  and  the  other  quarter  to  tM 
Navy  Pension  Fund. 

Some  debate  arose  upon  this  motion,  in  whidi 
Messrs.  Llotd  of  Maryland,  Llotd  of  ¥awR» 
chusetts,  Ohandlbb,  Pabbott,  and  Hathb,  took 
part.  The  Senate  refused  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment .  An  explanation  of  the  object  and  aaea 
of  the  Hospital  fund  was  made  between  Messn. 
Llotd  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  aa 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 


Fbidat,  March  12. 
JcsiAH  S.  Johnston,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  sap- 
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ply  the  vacancy  ocoaaoned  by  the  rengnation 
of  James  Brown,  (appointed  Minister  to  France.) 
produced  his  credentials^  was  qnalified,  and  took 
ma  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Monday,  March  15. 
Cote  of  Smiben  OoUum. 

The  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Olaima,  nn- 
fiiTorable  to  the  petition  of  Benben  Oolbnm, 
was  taken  np  for  consideration.  This  petitioner 
prays  compensation  for  two  hundred  and  twenty 
batteauz,  built  in  1775,  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
of  Colonel  Arnold,  then  about  to  inarch  into 
Canada ;  and  for  sundry  other  services  rendered, 
and  disbursements  made  for  the  country  at  that 
time.  He  states,  that  he  delivered  over  his  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  for  said  disbursements  and 
services,  to  the  Commissioner  appointed  by  Con- 
gress for  auditing  and  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  against  the  United 
States ;  that  they  were  either  lost  or  mislaid  by 
sud  commissioner,  and  that  they  were  not  acted 
upon,  nor  could  be  obtained,  for  several  years 
thereafter,  to  be  exhibited  again  for  settlement 
He,  therefore,  prays  that  Congress  would  adjust 
his  account,  and  pay  him  the  balance  due  there- 
on. The  committee  report^  that  the  great  lapse 
of  time  since  the  services  of  the  petitioner  were 
rendered,  and  the  loss  of  public  records  and 
documents  relating  to  the  accounts  of  that  pe- 
riod, render  it  doubtful  whether  he  has  any  pust 
daim  upon  the  Grovemment.  They  behove 
that  the  security  of  the  Gk>vernment^  against  un- 
just and  fraudulent  daims,  requires  that  a  lapse 
of  time,  such  as  has  occurred  in  this  cas€L  should 
be  regarded  as  a  barto  all  claims  of  a  doubtful 
character ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Chakdleb  opposed  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  also  spoke  in  oppo^on  to  the  report, 
and  Messrs.  Bbll  and  KnGOLxa  supported  it. 
The  question,  on  reversing  the  report,  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^12  to  16. 
The  report  of  the  oommittee  was  then  agreed  to. 


T&UBSDAT,  March  18. 
Amendment  of  the  Oonetitution — Election  of 
Preeiden  t  and  Vice  President —  Caucus  System, 
Mr.  EiKo,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the 
«xdtement  respecting  the  next  election,  had 
become  such  among  the  people,  and  in  Congress, 
who  had  been,  for  the  two  last  years,  much  oc- 
cupied about  it,  that  the  sober  and  impartial 
examination  of  the  very  important  subject  of 
amendments  of  the  constitution  cannot  be  now 
expected.  The  amendments  should,  therefore, 
be  postponed  to  a  period  when  the  Senate  may 
hope  for  a  more  temperate  and  rational  exam- 
ination of  them  than  at  the  present  time  can 
take  place. 

Without  entering  into  any  examination  of  the 
proposed  amendments,  he  should  vote  for  their 
postponement,  not  only  for  the  reasons  which 


he  had  assigned,  but  for  another,  and,  as  he 
thought,  a  still  more  important  consideration ; 
in  referring  to  which,  he  must  request  that  he 
might  not  be  supposed  to  want  respect  for,  or 
to  claim  authority  over,  the  opinions  of  any 
member  of  the  Senate.  We  all  stand  here  as 
equals,  and  it  was  for  this  cause,  after  the  ex- 
pression of  his  deference  to  the  rights  of  others, 
he  hoped,  without  offence,  that  he  miffht  exer- 
cise his  own  rights.  He  snould,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed, after  touching  on  certain  fundamental  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  or  bond  of  union,  of 
the  United  States,  constituting  what  he  called 
the  true  balanceof  power  incur  political  system, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  new,  ex- 
traordinary, self-created,  central  power,  stronger 
than  the  power  of  the  constitution  which  has 
risen  up  at  the  Seat  of  Government;  a  power 
which  has  assumed  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
relative  to  the  election  of  the  President.  In  at- 
tempting to  reform  the  constitution,  it  is  not  only 
necessaiT  correctly  to  understand  its  established 
and  well-considered  regulations,  but  to  make  in- 
quiry concerning  the  manner  in  which  these 
regulations  have  been  observed,  and  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages  which  are  found  by  ex- 
perience to  proceed  from  the  observance  of  or 
departure  from  the  established  provisions  of 
the  compact,  by  which,  under  the  guarantee 
of  all  to  each,  the  States  expected  to  remain 
separate,  coequal,  and  soverdgn  republics."' 


*  Here  the  debate  took  ft  sodden  torn,  defleetlng  from 
the  qaeetion  before  the  Benftte,  ftnd  not  returning  to  It  dar- 
ing the  seasion.  The  oocaalon  of  this  deflection  was  this: 
It  was  the  seesion— the  long  session— immedlfttely  preced- 
ing the  Fresidentisl  election ;  and  ft  minority  of  the  mem* 
bers,  some  sixty  or  seventy,  hsd  met  in  cftncvs,  and  nomi- 
nated Mr.  WllUftm  H.  Crawford.  There  were  fonr  other 
candidates  for  the  Presidency:  General  Jackson,  Mr.  John 
Qoincy  Adams,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Mr.  OaUioon.  The  Mends 
of  all  of  these  had  been  in  Presidential  cancnses  on  pverioiia 
occasions,  bnt  all  objected  to  one  now~4t  being  well  as- 
certained that  Mr.  Crawibrd,  haTlng  the  greatest  nnmbor 
of  sopporten,  thoogh  not  a  m^orlty  of  the  whole,  would 
reoelTe  the  nomination;  so  none  would  go  in  bnt  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's Mends.  There  was  bnt  one  cancas  then  held— there 
being  no  dlTislon  of  parties  in  that  **  «ra  qfgoodfUUingt^ " 
(as  it  wss  called,)  which  grew  np  under  Mr.  Monroe's  sd- 
ministration,  when  foderalism  being  extinct  under  the  mis- 
take of  some  of  its  memben  in  opposing  too  violently  the 
war,  and  under  the  most  acceptable  conduct  of  others  of 
them  in  supporting  it,  (which  divided  and  dissolved  the 
party,)  there  remained  but  one  political  party  in  the  field— 
the  Bepubllcan,  as  it  was  then  called;  now  tho  Democratic 
All  the  candidates  for  the  Presidency  then  dassod  politi- 
cally together,  and  all  might  have  gone  Into  the  same  cau- 
cuses, as  theretofore:  but  all  refosed,  except  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's friends ;  and  the  friends  of  all  the  other  candidatsa 
united  against  the  caucus  system,  and  the  caucus  candidate, 
(as  Mr.  Crawford  was  called;)  and  they  broke  down,  both 
the  system  and  the  candidate.  This  speech  of  Mr.  King 
wss  the  first  attack  in  Congress  upon  the  system,  and  tha 
debate  to  which  it  led  carried  the  question  directly  to  tho 
people,  and  made  the  cauooa  system,  itseU;  an  Issue  in  the 
election ;  and  with  the  total  overthrow  of  the  system.  In 
place  of  it,  conventloBB  of  delegates,  fresh  from  the  people, 
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[Mr.  King  tiien  prooeeded  to  give  his  views  of  some 
of  the  fundamental  proviaions  of  the  oonstitntion,  and 
of  the  balance  of  power  in  our  political  system,  which 
were  merely  introductory  to  the  main  object  of  his 
speech,  and  continiied :] 

The  central  power  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
is  at  present  composed  of  a  select  number  of 
the  members  of  Congress,  who,  from  their 
official  station,  have  access  to,  and  Interconrse 
with,  the  foreign  ambassadors,  as  likewise  with 
the  great  officers  of  the  Government  and,  by 
aid  of  Uie  Post  Office,  and  the  public  press, 
communicate  with  their  associates  throughout 
the  country.  Such  a  body  are  capable  of  having, 
and  actually  do  possess,  great  influence  in  every 
part  of  the  Union.  Thev  are  under  no  restric- 
tions as  to  the  number  and  condition  or  residence 
of  their  members ;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  should  they  consent,  may  be  added  to 
this  central  junto,  an  addition  which  would 
increase  their  respectability  and  influence ;  they 
might  proceed  forther,  and  the  Heads  of  the 
Executive  Departments  might  be  requested  to 
become  members  of  the  central  junto ;  should 
they  also  unite  with  them,  their  influence  would 
be  still  further  increased.  Should  perilous  times 
occur  and  men  of  unchastened  ambition  become 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  they  would  employ  this  central  power 
to  fill  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  with  their 
favorites,  and,  by  their  co-operation  with  the 
Gk)vernors  and  popular  dubs  at  the  seats  of  the 
State  Grovemments,  be  able  to  effect  in  our  own 
free  country  changes  which  might  utterly  sub- 
vert our  beautifol  scheme  of  Government. 
Should  this  central  power,  extending  to  all 
portions  of  the  Union,  be  able,  by  the  co-opera- 


knowlDg  their  wHI  and  doing  it,  were  substitnted,  and  the 
snbstitnte  worked  well  while  its  letter  and  its  spirit  were 
observed ;  bat  degeneration  ensued.  Instead  of  delegates, 
fresh  from  the  people,  knowing  their  will  and  doing  it, 
the  conventions  became  gorged  with  office-holders  and 
offioe-seekeis,  generally  appointed  by  Intrigne  and  fraud, 
and  wholly  intent  upon  doing  their  own  will,  for  their  own 
benefit ;  and  also  largely  composed  of  delegates  from  States 
whleh  oould  give  no  vote  for  the  person  nominated,  but 
who  conld  control  the  nomination,  and,  of  course,  control 
the  election,  so  fitr  as  the  party  was  concerned.  These 
abuses  became  so  scaring  snd  flagrant  in  the  course  of  the 
first  twenty  years  of  the  convention  system,  that  one  of  the 
most  instrumental  In  putting  down  the  Congress  eancus 
system,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  made  a  public  protestation  against 
It— dedsrlng  it  to  be  **an  hundred  Umet^  worse  than  the 
old  caucus  system  I  tending  directly  to  corruption,  to  the 
eentraliation  of  the  Oovernment,  and  the  annihilation  of 
the  elective  power  of  the  people ;  and,  therefore,  he  reftased 
to  suffer  his  name  to  go  before  the  Democratic  convention 
of  that  period,  (1844.)  In  justification  of  his  opinion  of  con- 
ventions, Mr.  Calhoun  published  his  reasons  at  large,  in  an 
address  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina;  and  strong  as 
those  ressons  were  at  that  time,  it  must  bo  admitted  that 
they  have  grown  stronger  with  the  sitting  of  every  conven- 
tion which  has  since  sat  This  sutject  may  be  seen  fhlly 
treated,  (with  copious  extracts  from  Mr.  Calhoun^s  Address,) 
In  VOLS  oh.  187,  of  the  Thirty  Tears*  Tiew. 


tion  of  its  associates,  to  discredit  and  supersede 
the  separate  powers  of  the  States  in  the  choice 
of  President,  it  would  afterwards  find  less  dif- 
ficulty in  effecting  the  consolidation  of  the 
Executiye  power  of  the  United  States,  which, 
by  the  constitution,  proceeds  from,  rests  upon, 
and  is  bound  to  defend,  the  separate  authority 
of  the  respective  States.  This  done,  the  reform 
will  not  stop  at  the  consolidation  of  the  Execu- 
tive power  of  the  United  States,  ruinous  as  that 
measure  may  prove ;  but  will  extend  to  the  legis- 
lative department,  and,  difficult  as  the  attempt 
may  seem,  endeavor  to  abolish  the  equality  of 
the  States  in  the  Senate.  This  alteration  may, 
in  the  commencement,  be  a  mere  recommenda- 
tion, like  the  cong4  d^611re  or  nomination  of  the 
President  by  the  central  power  at  the  Seat  of 
Government;  but,  recommendations  often  re- 
peated, will,  in  time,  become  imperative  com- 
mands, and  to  this  end  it  will  be  urged  that,  by 
these  means,  our  plan  of  Government  will  be- 
come more  economical,  more  simple,  more 
magnificent,  and  less  liable  to  change  from 
occasional  popular  excitement.  We  may  have 
one  Chief  Magistrate,  instead  of  twenty -five — one 
legislature  of  three  hundred  members,  instead 
of  twenty-five  legislatures  of  three  or  four 
thousand  members—one  Judiciary  instead  of  a 
thousand,  supported  by  lawyers,  whose  numbers 
would  form  an  army — ^and  instead  of  an  irregu- 
lar choice  of  the  President  by  the  present  mode, 
we  may  have  one  unbroken  succee»on  of  Presi- 
dents, from  a  consistent  and  perpetual  body, 
whose  plans  of  policy  and  pretensions  to  power 
had  been  settled  by  uninterrupted  and  secret 
deliberations. 

It  is  demanded  that  any  member  of  the  Senate 
would  point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  authorizes,  or  gives  the  slightest 
encouragement  to,  measures  of  any  sort,  by 
which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the 
President  may  be  effected,  previously  to  the 
choice  of  Electors  in  the  several  Stated  If  no 
such  authority  can  be  shown,  and  Mr.  K.  said 
that,  in  his  opinion,  none  could  be  pointed  out, 
it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  effect  to  those  provisions,  respecting  the 
times  of  appointing  the  Electors,  the  time,  man- 
ner and  places,  where  they  must  assemble  and 
give  their  votes,  within  their  respective  Stateo, 
not  only  that  no  such  authority  exists,  but  the 
precise  and  definite  regulations  which  restrict  and 
confine,  within  the  respective  states,  the  initia- 
tory process  in  the  election  of  the  President,  ex- 
clude every  other  and  different  manner  of  be- 
ginning Ihe  election,  and  connected  with  the 
prohibition  of  members  of  Congress  and  per- 
sons holding  offices  under  the  United  Stateafrom 
becoming  Electors,  demonstrate  the  illegality 
and  dangerous  tendencv  of  a  central  power,  at 
the  Seat  of  the  General  Government,  combin- 
ing to  nominate  the  President  of  the  United 
States  eight  months  before  his  election.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  belonging  to  this  central 
power,  and  moreover  possessing  great  talentSi 
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learning,  and  experience,  will  obtain  an  infinenoe 
with  the  Executive  departments  which  mnst 
impair  the  jnst  inflaence  of  others,  not  possess- 
ing the  same  authority.  With  these  discrimina- 
tions, such  members,  received  with  distinction 
bj  foreign  ambassadors,  and  necessarily  holding, 
under  circumstances  of  favor,  intercourse  with 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Government,  will  form 
connections,  and  establish  regular  intercourse 
with  persons  of  like  talents  and  learning  in  the 
several  States,  and,  in  a  special  manner,  at  the 
seats  of  governmeut  of  the  principal  States — 
these  distinguished  men  becoming  the  illuminati 
of  our  country,  and  being  regulated  by  a  sort 
of  freemasonry,  the  sign  and  pass-word  of  which 
will,  at  once,  place  the  initiated  in  full  confi- 
dence and  communion  with  each  other  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union.  Such  combinations  secure 
to  the  members  of  the  central  power  influence 
and  advantages  in  the  making  laws,  as  well  as  in 
the  procuring  of  appointments  of  every  sort, 
and  above  all,  in  promoting  the  election  of  such 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  as  they  may  select 
and  nominate.  The  members  of  the  central 
power  will,  under  such  circumstances,  devote 
more  of  their  time,  dtiring  the  sessions  imme- 
diately preceding  an  election,  in  arranging,  com- 
bining, and  extending  the  means  to  effect  the 
election  of  their  candidate,  than  will  be  bestowed 
on  the  ordinary  and  regular  business  of  Con- 
gress ;  and,  instead  of  doing  the  business  that 
&ey  were  deputed  to  perform,  they  will  be  en- 
gaged in  other  duties  which  interfere  with  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of 
some  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in  order 
to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  electing  the 
President ;  and  the  resolution  now  before  the 
Senate  would  only  go  to  produce  that  effect 

The  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  been  taken  up,  and  partly 
discussed — and,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  know 
why  it  should  not  be  further  considered.  He 
had  never  listened  with  more  pleasure  than  to 
the  arguments  of  that  gentleman  in  support  of 
the  plan  he  had  proposed ;  and,  as  other  mem- 
bers had  intimated  their  wish  to  reply  to  those 
arguments,  Mr.  S.  was  willing  they  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  do  so.  When  the  speech  of 
•  the  member  from  Missouri  came  to  be  printed, 
as  it  probably  would  be,  and  as  it  richly  de- 
served to  be,  he  wished  to  see  the  arguments 
of  those  who  were  opposed  to  that  gentieman's 
plan  also  printed — ^that  the  public  might  see 
and  Judge  of  the  reasons  urged  in  its  support 
As  to  the  practice  of  holding  caucuses,  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  alluded^  it 
had  long  existed  in  this  country.  It  was  no 
new  thing  here.  It  had  been  adopted  on  a 
great  many  important  occasions — ^it  had  pro- 
duced a  great  many  good  effects.  Mr.  S.  be- 
lieved the  first  embargo  was  agreed  upon  in 
caucus.  Every  one  had  a  right  to  the  exercise 
of  his  own  opinions  and  principles,  on  that  sub- 
ject But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  the  pres- 
ent question  to  be  upon  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing some  noiform  mode  of  eleoting  the 


President;  and  this,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Van  Bursn,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  remarks  he  had  heretofore  submitted  on 
the  motion  now  under  consideration,  but  some 
explanation  on  his  part  had  become  necessary. 
It  would,  he  thought,  be  iigustice,  as  well  to 
his  constituents  as  to  himself  to  suffer  the  new 
views  which  had  been  taken  of  the  subject  by 
his  honorable  colleague,  to  pass  unnoticed.  In 
discharging  the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  him, 
he  would  not  increase  the  excitement  which 
has  been  manifested,  by  giving  any  latitude  to 
the  discussion  which  the  occasion  did  not  call 
for.  No  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
would  be  occupied  by  him,  in  discussing  the 
constitutionality  of  a  Congressional  caucus; 
nor  in  considering  any  of  those  nice  distinc- 
tions which  challenged  respect  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  conventions  of  one  description,  and 
denied  it  to  others;  nor  in  detecting  those  still 
more  subtle  refinements  which  regarded  meet- 
ings of  the  same  character  as  sometimes  proper, 
and  others  destructive  of  the  purity  of  elections 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
He  could  not  satisfy  himsdf  that  this  was  either 
the  place  or  the  occasion  for  discussions  of  that 
character.  But,  whilst  he  abstained  from  fol 
lowing  his  colleague  in  the  remarks  having 
reference  to  this  subject  which  he  had  allowea 
himself  to  make,  Mr.  Y.  B.  hoped  he  would 
not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  raise  a  Ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  uie  course  wnich 
his  colleague  Uiought  proper  to  pursue.  It 
would  not  become  him  to  do  so.  The  princi- 
pal ground  taken  for  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution,  on  a  former  occasion,  related  to  the 
excitement  produced  by  the  approaching  elec- 
tion, and  the  superior  fitness  of  a  future  period 
for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  This 
ground  had  now  been  much  enlarged.  It  had 
been  observed  by  an  honorable  member  from 
North  Oarolina^in  opposition  to  the  motion, 
that  the  necessity  of  some  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  in  this  respect,  waa  generally  ad- 
mitted, and  had  been  extensively  called  for  by 
the  people.  Mr.  Y.  B.  understood  his  colleague 
not  only  to  deny  the  fsust  alleged,  as  to  the 
state  of  pubUo  opinion,  but  to  contest  the  pro- 
priety of  any  amendment  of  the  constitution 
on  the  subject  of  the  choice  of  President  and 
Vice  President  It  was  on  those  two  points 
he  would  make  a  few  remarks. 

It  could  not,  he  thought,  be  necessary,  and 
might  not  be  proper,  to  detain  the  Senate  by  a 
minute  statement  of  the  various  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  States,  on  the  subject  A 
very  brief  reference  to  them  would  show  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  sup- 
ported by  facts  in  the  opinion  he  had  express- 
ed. Mr.  Y.  B.  believed  that,  on  examination^ 
it  would  be  found  that  the  first  movement  on 
the  subject  had  been  made  by  the  State  he  had 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  It  was  now 
twenty-two  years  since  the  Legialatare  of  New 
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York,  Bhortly  after  an  electioDj  and  under  cir- 
onmstances  entirely  disconnecting  the  measure 
with  any  pending  controversy,  had,  with  great 
unanimity,  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  requiring  the  division  of  the  respective 
States  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  Electors, 
and  authorizing  their  selection  immediately  hy 
the  people.  Those  resolutions  were  commu- 
nicated to  Congress,  and  would  be  found  on 
the  Journals  of  the  Senate ;  since  that  time  the 
subject  had  been  acted  upon,  at  various  periods, 
and  in  different  forms,  as  well  by  Congress 
as  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States.  Of 
the  proceedings  of  the  latter,  those  of  North 
Carolina  and  New  Jersey  have  been  most  con- 
spicuous. The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina 
passed  resolutions,  nearly  dmilar  to  those  of 
New  York,  and  sent  them  to  the  different 
States  for  concurrence.  New  York  instructed 
her  Senators,  and  requested  her  Representa- 
tives to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  amendment 
proposed  by  North  Carolina,  and  many  of  the 
States  gave  similar  instructions.  At  least 
three  times  within  eleven  years,  and  as  late  as 
the  year  1822,  resolutions,  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  upon  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
have  passed  this  body,  by  more*  than  the  con- 
stitutional majority,  and  there  had  been  few 
sessions  for  several  years,  in  which  the  subject 
had  not  been  more  or  less  acted  upon.  Early 
in  the  present  session,  resolutions  for  amend- 
ment had  been  proposed  by  Senators  from 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  New  York.  Their  respective 
propositions  had  been  referred  to  a  committee, 
eombining  much  of  the  talent  and  experience 
of  the  Senate,  of  which  his  colleague  was  a 
member.  The  subject  had  been  considered 
with  great  care,  and  a  plan  reported,  contain- 
ing, as  the  committee  thought,  the  best  parts 
of  the  resolutions  referred  to  them.  In  that 
report,  he  understood  the  committee  were 
unanimous,  and  appearances  certainly  indicated 
the  adoption  of  some  resolution  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  session.  Such  wel«  his  impres- 
sions, and  he  thought  that  such  had  been  the 
opinions  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  gen- 
erallv.  In  view  of  the  facts  he  had  stated^  he 
could  neither  repress  nor  conceal  his  disappomt- 
ment  in  finding  the  motion  for  postponement 
now  supported  on  the  ground  that  no  amend- 
ment was  desired  by  the  people. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said  that^  almough  the  resolution 
he  had  proposed  had  not  been  wholly  adopted 
by  the  committee,  and  notwithstanding  he  de- 
sired material  alterations  of  that  reported,  still, 
if  he  should  be  unsuccessful  in  his  endeavors 
to  obtain  the  alteration  he  wished  he  would 
cheerftilly  vote  for  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee.  He  considered  it  to  be  far 
preferable,  for  all  concerned,  to  the  existing 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  It  would  be 
unwise,  he  thought,  to  examine  the  merits  of 
tbe  various  plane  proposed,  before  the  Senate 


decided  on  the  present  motion.  He  was  un- 
willing to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  ia 
discussions,  which  might  be  rendered  worse 
than  useless)  bv  the  postponement  of  the  sub- 
ject; but  his  honorable  colleague  had  taken 
one  view  of  the  question,  which  rendered  a 
brief  reply  indispensable.  If  Mr.  Y.  B.  had 
correctly  understood  his  coUeague,  he  had 
spoken  of  the  proposed  amendment,  as  an  at- 
tempt, on  the  part  of  the  large  States,  to  de- 
prive the  smaller  States,  in  tiie  Confederacy, 
of  their  equal  votes,  in  the  House  of  Beprefloat- 
atives,  in  the  choice  of  President,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  usurpation  which  ought 
to  be  repressed ;  and,  thus  considering  the  sub- 
ject, he  had  enlarged  on  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  ri^ht  was  con^ded  to  the 
small  States,  and  had  spoken  of  the  great  dan- 
ger to  which  they  were  exposed,  from  the 
possible  combination  between  the  States  of 
Vir^nia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.  Mr. 
y.  B.  thought  it  due  to  his  constituents,  from 
their  relation  to  the  question  in  that  form,  and 
to  himself  also,  as  having  introduced  (me  of  the 
resolutions,  to  disclaim,  for  both,  any  views  of 
the  character  alluded  to.  A  reference  to  what 
had  taken  place  here,  ought  to  dispel  the  er- 
roneous impression  wnich  had  been  made  on 
the  mind  of  his  colleague.  The  first  proposi- 
tion for  tbe  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in 
this  reelect,  offered  at  this  session,  came  frt>m 
Missouri,  the  youngest,  and,  except  one,  or 
perhaps  two,  the  smallest  State  in  the  Confed- 
eracy; and  the  others,  from  New  Jersey,  Soa^ 
Carolina,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York,  in  the 
order  in  which  he  had  named  these  States. 
The  propositions  from  New  Jersey  and  Sonth 
Carolina  yielded  the  principle  of  giving  to  eaeh 
State  an  equal  vote,  on  receiving  what  they  re> 
gEurded  as  an  equivalent.  That  equivalent  GOt^ 
sisted  in  the  division  of  the  large  States  into 
districts,  to  which,  by  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  was  added 
uie  proposition,  which  could  not  but  prove 
conservative  of  the  interest  of  all,  the  removal 
of  the  decision  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  principal  difference  between  Uie 
plan  he  had  the  honor  to  propose,  and  those 
of  which  he  had  last  spoken,  was,  that,  ins(c»ad 
of  providing  for  the  ultimate  decision  of  the 
question  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
was  done  in  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  he  proposed  a  second  reference  to  ib» 
Electors;  and,  instead  of  sending  it  back  as 
often  OS  might  be  necessary  to  a  choice,  as  pro* 
posed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  y.  B.'s  plan  compelled  a  choice  on  the 
second  ballot  by  the  Electors;  a  minority  of 
the  committee,  to  which  the  several  proposi- 
tions had  been  referred,  were  from  small  States, 
and  ihej  had  agreed  on  an  amendment,  founded 
on  principles  of  reciprocal  concessions  for  the 
general  good.  This  was  all  that  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  large  States  had,  as  he  understood 
them,  contended  for.  They  could  not,  ought 
not|  aid  not,  desire  that  the  small  States  should 
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Borrender  any  portion  of  the  power  and  infla- 
enoe  now  secured  to  them  hj  the  oonstitntion, 
nnlesB  these  States  shonld,  themselyes,  think, 
that  their  own  condition  wonld  be  improved, 
and  the  general  welfare  promoted,  hj  their 
doing  so,  on  receiving  concessions,  folly  equiva- 
lent, from  the  large  States.  Considerations  of 
snch  liberal  and  equitable  character  had  been 
held  out  on  both  sides,  and  the  conflicting  in- 
terests of  the  different  States,  on  this  point, 
arising  from  their  unfortunate  inequality,  had 
hitherto,  to  the  honor  of  the  Senate,  been  com- 
mented upon  without  the  least  acrimony,  and 
under  the  control  of  feelings  which  promised 
the  most  auspicious  results.  Mr.  Y.  B.  said 
that  nothing  had  taken  place  to  change  his 
views  or  disposition  on  the  subject.  He  was 
anxious  to  continue  the  discussion,  and  was 
willing  to  lend  his  feeble  efforts  to  obtain  the 
adoption  of  some  resolution,  on  the  subject,  at 
this  session.  To  this  end,  he  was  ready,  on 
the  part  of  his  constituents,  to  make  all  rea- 
sonable sacrifices.  I^  however,  gentlemen 
thought  that  the  next  session  would  be  a  more 
propitious  period,  and  the  character  of  the 
debate,  on  this  motion,  certainly  afforded  some 
reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be  so,  he  would 
bow,  respectfully,  to  the  Trill  of  the  majority. 
Until,  however,  that  was  expressed,  he  would 
continue  to  oppose  the  postponement. 

Mr.  DiOKBRSON,  of  New  Jersey,  said:  The 
Convention  who  formed  our  constitution  could 
not  have  foreseen  all  the  effects  of  its  operation 
— ^powers  have  resulted  from  it  that  were  not 
anticipated — ^the  relative  strength  of  the  States 
has  undergone  a  change,  which  has  disturbed 
the  checks  and  balances  of  the  constitution. 
The  honorable  gentieman  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Bbnton)  has  shown  the  evils  of  the  present 
system  of  electing  a  President,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  districting  the  States  for  that  purpose, 
in  the  strongest  point  of  view.  The  election  of 
a  President  by  me  people  at  large,  would  be  a 
preferable  mode,  if  it  were  practicable ;  but, 
whoever  will  look  at  the  situation  of  our  coun- 
try, with  its  different  kinds  of  population ;  dif- 
ferent modes  of  election;  cUfferent  qnalifioa^ 
tions  of  voters,  must  at  once  perceive  tiiat  such 
an  election  is  utterly  impracticable.  The 
choosing  of  the  Presidential  Electors,  in  single 
districts,  is  the  nearest  possible  approach  to  an 
election  by  the  people  at  large. 

A  disproportion  nas  grown  out  of  the  rela- 
tive powers  of  the  great  and  small  States, 
which  the  members  of  the  Convention  could 
not  have  foreseen,  and  which  has  given  a  new 
character  to  our  sy&tem. 

In  an  election  by  Electors,  six  great  States 
can  control  the  election;  and  leave  eighteen 
States  without  power  or  influence  upon  the 
question.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
tnlrteen  small  States,  with  forty-five  Represent- 
atives, can  elect  a  President  against  the  residue 
of  the  States,  with  one  hundred  and  edxty-eight 
Eepresentatives.  Why  sliould  the  great  States 
be  all-powerftd  in  the  first  case,  and  the  small 


States  in  the  latter.  The  gentieman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Kino)  is  willing  to  put  the  small 
States  on  an  equality  with  t£e  large.  Is  he  so  ? 
This  ia  very  strange.  But  it  is  only  on  choos- 
ing a  President  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  can  rarely  occur.  But,  is  he  will- 
ing to  give  this  equality  of  vote,  on  the  first 
election  of  a  President,  which  must  occur  every 
four  years?  No.  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio, 
have  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Electors, 
and  can  control  the  election  of  a  President — 
bare  majorities,  in  each  of  these  States,  can 
control  the  Union,  upon  this  question.  These 
States  are  of  contiguous  territory,  and  may 
easily  have  a  community  of  interest  that  shall 
bind  them  together,  at  least  upon  one  question. 
The  gentieman  from  Missouri  says,  that  the 

gower  exercised  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
tates,  to  appoint  Electors,  is  a  usurpation— 
that  it  ought  to  be  relinquished,  without  any 
concession  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  small 
States.  Gall  this  power  by  what  name  you 
please,  it  is  now  a  permanent  power ;  only  to 
be  reached  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion. However  incorrect  the  construction  of 
the  constitution  might  have  been,  and  was, 
when  this  power  was  first  assumed,  it  has  been 
acquiesced  in  for  more  than  thirty  years.  To 
r^ect  the  electoral  votes  thus  given,  at  this 
time,  would  be  to  dissolve  the  Union.  It  is 
too  late  to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
But  the  pHOwer,  on  tlie  part  of  the  States,  to 
choose  their  Electors  by  general  ticket,  is  not 
denied ;  and  yet  its  effect  is  precisely  the  same ; 
it  gives  the  great  States  precisely  the  same 
power  to  control  the  election  of  a  President. 
So  far  as  regards  the  citizens  of  the  large  States 
where  it  may  be  adopted,  it  is  equally  oppres- 
sive to  the  minorities,  and  less  calculated  to 
give  a  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  the  majori- 
ties. In  the  State  of  New  York,  for  instance, 
with  a  population  of  a  million  and  a  hedf^  and  a 
territory  of  forty-six  thousand  square  miles, 
thirty-six  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  by  general 
ticket ;  they  must  be  selected  from  tiie  differ- 
ent districts  of  the  State — any  other  arrange- 
ment could  not  succeed.  The  voters,  generally 
speaking,  would  not  know,  even  by  name, 
more  than  one  or  two  of  the  Electors  to  be 
voted  for;  for  all  the  rest,  they  must  vote  upon 
trust  The  voter  follows  the  great  man  of  his 
town — ^he  the  great  man  of  tiie  county — and 
he  some  three  or  foor  great  men  of  the  State ; 
who  thus  wield  the  force  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  people. 

If  the  Legislature  choose  the  Electors,  they 
have  the  opportunity  of  knowing  whom  they 
choose;  they  are  the  agents  in  whom  their 
constittfents  confide;  they,  at  least,  afford  a 
connecting  link  of  information  between  the 
people  «Da  the  Electors  to  be  chosen. 

The  dangers  of  choosing  the  President,  in 
1801,  were  such  as  to  threaten  us  with  disso- 
lution of  our  compact.  But,  the  difilcultiee 
now  to  be  contended  with,  in  such  an  election, 
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would  be  made  mach  greater.  Then,  there 
were  but  two  candidates ;  the  first  ballot  would 
bkve  resulted  in  a  choice,  if  some  States  had 
not  been  divided.  Now,  there  must  be  three 
candidates.  The  House  of  Kepresentatives  will 
be  divided  between  the  three;  even  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  may  be  divided  between 
the  three.  The  Tsonfusion  might  become  inex- 
tricable. 

Suppose  New  York  were  to  give  12  votes  to 
A,  11  to  B,  and  11  to  0,  would  this  insure  the 
vote  of  New  York  for  A?  The  friends  of  B 
and  O  would  say  not.  Should  a  plurality  or 
majority  govern  in  such  a  case?  Should  the 
State  say  what  was  its  vote  ?  or  should  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  prescribe  the  rule? 
The  case  is  full  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

This  amendment,  Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to  by  the  requisite  number  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
several  States;  and,  unless  three-fourths  /of 
them  were  in  favor  of  it,  it  could  not  be  adopt- 
ed. The  large  and  the  small  States  must  all  be 
consulted,  and  he  well  knew  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  get  any  amendment  adopted.  It  is 
said  that  it /will  takeaway  the  rights  of  the 
States.  But,  unless  they  agree  to  it,  the  pro- 
position can  never  take  effect.  Mr.  D.  thought 
the  present  provision  of  the  constitution,  in 
respect  to  the  election  of  President,  was  ex- 
tremely weak.  He  was  fuUy  convinced  that  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  old  States,  that 
some  alteration  ought  to  take  place;  they  have 
earnestly  looked  for  it;  they  ask  it  at  our 
hands.  Both  the  small  and  the  large  States 
will  consent  to  give  up  something  for  the  sake 
of  effect!  ng  that  object!  Neither  of  them  would 
be  willing  to  do  it^  unless  an  equivalent  was  ob- 
tained. Mr.  D.  feared  that  the  present  was  not 
the  time  to  act  upon  these  amendments ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  test  the  con- 
stitution, as  it  now  stands,  a  little  longer.  It 
would  take  a  long  time  to  get  any  amendment 
through,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  present 
was  not  a  fit  time  for  the  discussion,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  excitement  which  prevails 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  to  the  ensu- 
ing election.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  changed  his  mind  respecting^  the  propriety 
of  amending  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  rose  to  explain,  in 
reference  to  the  change  of  opinion  imputed  to 
him  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  We 
understood  him  to  say,  that,  although  he  had 
formerly  been  favorable  to  some  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President,  yet  his  attention  had  been  most 
powerfully  attracted  by  a  power  which  had 
since  risen  up,  which  appeared  to  him  so  ter- 
rific that  he  hardly  dared  to  contemplate  the 
effects  it  might  produce — ^he  meant  the  power 
which  members  of  Ck>ngres38  had  assumed,  of 
nominating  a  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  placing  the  complete  control  of  the 
€k)vemment  in  the  hands  of  a  party.  He 
firmly  believed  that  the  power  thus  asflomed 


would,  if  permitted  to  be  exercised,  eventually 
overwhelm  the  constitution.  It  would  produce 
a  fearful  combination  of  the  large  States.  The 
small  States,  he  thought,  would  not  consent  to 
go  into  caucus ;  if  they  did,  it  would  be  a  sui- 
cidal act  on  their  part.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men to  produce  the  smallest  authority,  in  any 
part  of  the  constitution,  for  these  meetingsw 
He  considered  them  as  violating  the  spirit  of 
that  instrument.  The  power  of  choosing  the 
President  is  given  to  the  Colleges  of  Electors — 
the  election,  in  the  first  instance,  is  in  their 
hands ;  and,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  com- 
bination, they  are  chosen  only  about  thirty 
days  before  their  office  is  to  be  performed. 
The  election  is  directed  to  be  made  in  all  the 
different  States  on  the  same  day,  and  the  Elec- 
tors are  permitted  to  make  but  one  attempt  at 
a  choice.  These  provisions  of  the  constitution 
were  adopted  for  the  express  purpose  of  pre- 
venting combinations — an  effect  which,  Mr.  B. 
thought,  was  greaUy  to  be  dreaded  from  the 
practice  of  nomination  by  Congressional  cau- 
cuses. 

Mr.  DicKEBeoN  resumed.  He  intended  no 
disrespect  to  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York,  in  imputing  to  him  a  change  of  opinion 
on  this  subject  m  regard  to  the  caucus  which 
had  been  spoken  of  in  this  discussion,  Mr^  D. 
said,  he  conceived  it  was  neither  forbidden  nor 
eziijoined  by  the  constitution.  He  considered 
it  as  a  perfectly  harmless  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  those  who  attended  it.  Members  of 
Congress  liad  certainly  as  good  a  right,  in  their 
individual  capacities^  to  recommend  a  candi- 
date for  the  Preadency,  as  any  other  men. 
Similar  meetings  have  been  held  in  every 
State,  every  county,  and  almost  every  town  in 
the  country.  The  same  j^rivilege  of  recom- 
mending candidates  is  exercised  by  every  print- 
er in  the  country.  Some  of  them  have  recom- 
mended three  or  four  different  candidates  with- 
in the  last  six  or  eight  months.  No  mischief 
can  result  from  the  caucus  nomination — ^it  im- 
poses upon  nobody;  it  binds  nobody;  it  will 
go  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  no  more — it  is  the 
mere  exercise  of  opinion,  and  that  is  a  right 
which,  whether  it  respected  men  or  measures, 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  would  never  relinquish.  It  is  a 
right  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  of  tihe  country,  and  one  which  will  be  ex- 


Mr.  H0I3CE&  of  Maine,  next  rose.  It  is  to 
me,  said  Mr.  H.,  matter  of  regret  and  astoniab- 
ment,  that  this  debate  should  have  taken  soeh 
a  turn.  I  had  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kino,)  on  the 
committee  to  whom  these  amendments  to  the 
constitution  were  referred.  I  had,  till  then, 
some  doubts  whether,  at  this  time,  it  was 
proper  to  act  upon  them.  But  I  then  had  the 
countenance  and  support  of  that  honorable 
gentieman.  Pull  well  I  knew  and  appreciated 
his  experience  and  wisdom.  As  he  was  one  of 
those  who  framed  that  instrument,  and  knew 
the  views   and  motives  of  his  aasociatsi^  I 
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adopted  him,  in  some  measure,  as  mj  Mentor. 
The  amendment  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
his  animadversion,  was  agreed  on  in  committee, 
with  great  unanimity ;  and  by  none  with  more 
oordiidity  and  zeal  than  by  that  gentleman. 
Bat  thoagh  he  has  seen  fit  to  change  his 
opinion,  I  have  not.  However  I  may  respect 
him,  I  cannot  consent  to  be  led  about  in  this 
way. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  "  caucus  "  here,  in 
debate,  I  regret  to  say,  was  fit>m  that  gentle- 
man. He  has  been  pleased  to  arraign  before 
tlie  Senate  certain  members  of  this,  and  the 
other  House,  because  they  saw  fit  to  meet  and 
recommend  a  candidate  to  the  people,  for 
President  of  the  United  States.  And,  by  this 
act,  he  afifects  to  believe  that  the  constitution 
has  been  so  violated  that  he  would  not  amend 
it  at  all.  Sir,  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  this 
is  an  idle  dream. 

He  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  time  will 
oome  when  the  President  and  Heads  of  De- 
partments will  participate  in  such  a  conven- 
tion. Sir,  there  is  no  danger  of  that  When 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Department 
shall  combine  to  appoint  a  successor  for  the 
President,  the  people  will  put  down  the  com- 
bination. No,  sir;  when  these  gentlemen  at- 
tempt this,  it  will  not  be  by  a  public  meeting. 
Secret  engines  will  be  put  in  operation — ^private 
agents  will  be  employed,  and  means  will  be 
used  which  shun  the  light 

Aputlic  meeting  has  been  held  to  recom- 
mend to  the  people  to  unite,  and  keep  the  elec- 
tion in  their  own  hands.  At  this,  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  takes  umbrage  and  alarm  -he 
condemns  this  measure  of  union;  and  avows 
his  wishes  that  the  election  may  be  made  by 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  He  seems  to 
think,  that  any  meeting,  or  any  exertions  of 
individuals  to  prevent  it,  is  to  ddeat  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution  I  This,  from  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  is 
very  frank,  and  very  disinterested.  Sir,  it 
would  be  humiliating  to  give  the  proper  answer 
to  all  this — ^a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  Sen- 
ate forbids  the  just  retort  JBut  we  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  that,  when  the  Representatives 
act  with  open  doors,  and  expose  their  views 
and  motives  to  the  world,  the  people's  rights 
are  safe,  the  danger  lies  in  secret  combinations, 
in  compacts  to  divide  and  distract— in  private 
meetings  to  prevent  public  meetings. 

It  1b  here  that  bu^ains  may  w  made,  and 
management  and  intrigue  be  practised  with 
success.  I,  sir,  am  proud  in  the  reflection,  that 
we  have  acted  openly  and  above-board.  We 
have  united,  as  individuals,  to  recommend  a 
candidate  to  the  people.  I  hold  mysdf  ac- 
countable for  this  to  no  member  of  this  Senate, 
however  respectable.  For  this  act,  I  am  re- 
sponsible only  to  my  conscience,  my  country, 
and  my  God. 

It  is  a  source  of  consolation  and  confidence, 
that  this  course  has  been  sanctioned  by  con- 
stant usage,  and  the  approbation  and  support 


of  the  most  distinguished  patriots  and  states- 
men. And,  in  what  instance  have  the  rights 
of  the  people  been  infringed,  their  liberties  im- 
paired, or  the  constitution  violated?  Do  you 
perceive  it  in  the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  in- 
dependence, which  everywhere  surround  you  t 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  high- 
mindedjindependent,  and  intelligent  Republi- 
cans. They  understand  their  own  rights,  and, 
I  trust,  know  how  to  preserve  them.  If  they 
see  cause,  they  will  disregard,  and  disapprove, 
our  recommendation.  When,  in  my  opinion, 
I  need  it,  I  will  consent  to  be  advised,  and 
even  catechized,  by  any  Senator;  and  by  none 
sooner  than  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York.  But,  of  this,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
being  my  own  judge.  Upon  my  individual 
conduct,  beyond  these  walls,  I  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  any  tribunal  other  than 
those  which  I  have  named.  I  need  not  add,  I 
am  of  age  to  act  for  myself. 

Mr.  LowBiB,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  was 
with  a  sensation  of  pain,  that  he  observed  the 
situation  in  which  the  Senate  was,  at  this  mo- 
ment, placed.  Instead  of  considering,  with 
calm  deliberation,  the  amendments  to  Uie  con- 
stitution, submitted  by  the  different  members, 
and  especially  the  one  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  committee  of  the  body,  the  Sen- 
ate IS  involved  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  KinoO  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  propriety  of  a  Congressional 
caucus.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  gentleman  has 
expressed  himself  in  strong  terms  against  this 
measure ;  and,  if  he  has  not  alarmed  others,  he 
has  shown  that  he  is  himself  alarmed  at  the 
results  which  are  likely  to  follow.  But,  sir^  I 
for  one,  will  not  be  forced  into  a  discussion  of 
this  measure,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  respect  I  have  for  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  so  improper  do  I 
consider  his  remarks,  that,  on  this  point,  I  will 
not  even  answer  him.  But,  although  I  choose 
to  be  silent,  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  be  assured 
that  it  is  not  because  I  see  any  thing  new  or 
formidable  in  his  remarks,  or  any  thing  difllcolt 
to  answer. 

What  is  the  question,  said  Mr.  L.,  which,  at 
this  time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  before  the  Senate  f 
A  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
various  amendments  offered  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Five  years  ago,  when  I 
first  took  my  seat  here,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  instructed  by  the  State  which  he 
represents,  offered  an  amendment  embracing 
the  district  system.  It  passed  the  Senate  by 
the  constitutional  majority.  It  passed  then, 
and  it  has  passed  since,  without  the  aid  of  my 
vote.  As  a  Representative  from  a  large  State, 
I  never  have  consented  to  a  system  which  went 
to  strike  out  of  existence  the  lines  of  the  States. 
Such  is  the  effect  of  the  district  system  that, 
instead  of  States,  you  are  to  have  districts.  Sir, 
I  will  not  consent  to  a  system  which  would 
prevent  the  State  of  Pennsgrlvania  from  speak- 
ing, on  this  question,  with  her  whole  strength 
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entire  and  unbroken,  unless  the  small  States 
will  give  an  equivalent  We  have  been  told  of 
the  advantages  of  the  district  system ;  and  that 
there  are  advantages  in  it  I  amnit.  But  these 
advantages,  heretofore,  have  been  asked  for  by 
concessions  from  the  large  States  only.  The 
question  has,  this  session,  for  the  first  time, 
assumed  a  new  form.  A  proposition  is  sub- 
mitted by  which  the  large  and  the  small  States 
can  meet  on  middle  ground.  I  have  been  anx- 
ious to  hear  this  proposition  discussed  by  the 
Senate.  My  wish  has  been  that  the  attention 
of  our  constituents  should  be  drawn  to  it. 
Should  a  majority  of  the  Senate  be  against  it, 
there  is  still  remaining  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Haynb.)  Willi  some  modification,  that 
amendment  would  be  my  second  choice ;  both 
are  of  grave  and  solemn  import — ^they  risquire 
at  your  hands  a  full,  a  calm,  and  deliberate 
discussion.  Why  is  the  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement  thrown  in  the  way?  Because, 
It  is  said,  an  election  of  President  takes  place 
next  Fall,  and  there  is  great  excitement  in  the 
country  on  tiiat  question.  Sir,  it  is  admitted 
by  all,  that  no  amendment  we  can  now  propose 
will  affect  the  next  election ;  and,  this  being 
the  case,  what  connection  can  the  present 
question  have  with  the  ensuing  election,  more 
than  any  other  subject  present^  for  our  delib- 
eration ?  There  is,  in  reality,  no  sound  reason 
why  we  should  not  proceed.  Nothing  but  the 
influence  of  undue  excitement  could  have  in- 
duced the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  bring 
the  propriety  or  constitutionality  of  a  Congres- 
sional caucus  into  this  debate.  No  excitement 
showed  itself  within  these  walls,  until  that 
gentleman  indulged  himself  in  the  remarks  we 
have  just  heard.  The  perplexed  view  which 
the  gentleman  has  given  of  our  political  situa- 
tion, is,  in  mj  Judgment,  no  reason  why  the 
present  question  should  be  arrested.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  would  vote  against  the  postponement ; 
but,  if  other  gentlemen  thought  Uie  next  session 
would  be  more  favorable  for  a  decision  of  the 
question,  he  would  acquiesce ;  "but,  at  the  next 
session,  iS  no  other  gentleman  brought  the  sub- 
ject forward,  he  would  then  present  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NoBUB,  of  Indiana,  said  this  debate  had 
certainly  assumed  a  very  strange  and  unexpect- 
ed course ;  but,  if  the  object  in  giving  it  this 
direction  was  to  affect  the  public  mind,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  caucus  which  had  been  recently 
held,  he  trusted  that  object  would  be  defeated. 
He  had  attended  that  caucus  himself— and  he 
certainly  should  not  ask  pardon  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,)  or  of  any  other 
member  in  the  Senate,  for  having  done  so,  fur- 
ther than  the  rules  of  tespect  towards  members, 
and  the  decorum  usually  observed  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  object  of  the  caucus  was  to  produce 
imion ;  it  did  not  infringe  upon  the  free  vote  of 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  of  the 
State  to  which  he  belonged.  He  adverted  to 
the  political  operations  of  the  Government  pre- 


vious, and  at  the  day  of|  Jefferson^s  nomina- 
tion. It  was  by  caucus  that  the  power  then  in 
the  hands  of  Federalists  was  dislodged,  and, 
from  his  youthful  days,  he  said  amen  I  and  so 
he  said  now.  In  New  York,  he  said,  if  he  bad 
rightly  been  informed,  some  years  ago,  upon  a 
certain  occasion,  in  electing  a  Senator  from  that 
State  to  the  United  Stat^  the  election  was 
delayed,  and  a  union  formed  between  the  Fed- 
eralists and  Clintonians,  in  order  to  suit  cer- 
tain individuals,  and  to  answer  individual  pur- 
poses. What  was  this  but  a  caucus?  No  one 
ever  believed  that  the  people  of  the  great  State 
of  New  York  was  contaminated  by  the  union 
of  those  parties.  But^  he  asked,  what  had  this 
to  do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  now  under  con- 
sideration ?  It  was  a  departure  from  the  sub- 
ject; and  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the  House. 
This  central  power,  to  which  the  member  from 
New  York  alludes,  and  his  fears  that  the  con- 
stitution would  be  destroyed,  he  presumed  was 
intended  to  produce  some  effect  in  New  York. 
He  liked  consistency  in  gentlemen  who  stepped 
forward  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  people — ^the 
gentleman  himself  denied  the  other  day  thai 
uie  people  were  the  constitutional  sovereigns  in 
this  Government — ^he  contended  that  the  States 
were  the  sovereigns,  when  it  was  known  to  all 
Republicans  that  the  people  were  the  source  of 
all  power,  and  constituted  the  division  of  sQ 
powers,  whether  applied  to  the  State  Govem- 
ments  or  the  Federal.  Mr.  N.  said  h«  would 
not  suffer  himself  to  be  traduced  by  any  mem- 
ber for  having  gone  into  caucus,  without  de- 
fending himself.  What  was  done  there  was 
done  openly — ^it  was  the  mere  expression  of 
private  sentiment — such  a  practice  was  in  ex- 
istence, he  believed,  in  every  State— in  every 
county — and  in  every  township  in  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  all  ofSoets^ 
either  of  the  State  or  Federal  Government,  and 
never  considered  as  violating  the  Constitation 
of  the  United  States,  except  by  those  whose  t^ 
vorites  could  not  prevail,  nor  yet  as  constitating 
"  this  central  power.^*  On  this  question,  Mr. 
N.  said  that  he  did  not  expect  to  be  called 
upon  to  defend  the  caucus,  tne  doings  of  that 
meeting  were  public,  they  were  gone  out  to  the 
people.  But  pray  let  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
York  tell  us  what  has  been  done  on  the  other 
side — ^he  meant  the  anti-caucus — and  see  whe- 
ther  their  proceedings  formed  any  part  of  this 
**  central  power  J'  so  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  tiie  people.  Let  him  say  what  part  of  the 
constitution  gave  this  right.  Mr.  N.  said  he 
did  not  condemn  the  course,  for  it  was  but  a 
caucus  to  know  whether  they  would  go  into  a 
caucus,  this  was  but  private  sentiment,  and  the 
only  difference  between  the  caucus  and  anti- 
caucus  is,  the  former  was  a  private  sentiment 
expressed  "with  previous  notice  ;  and  the  latter 
private  sentiment,  without  notice. 

Mr.  Kmch,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  the  few 
remarks  he  had  made  to  tne  Senate,  he  had  in- 
tended no  disrespect  towards  any  member.  He 
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had  thought  that,  in  the  present  sitoation  of  the 
ooontry,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  the 
consideration  of  amendments  to  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  The  suhjeot  had  interwoven  itself  into 
the  affairs  of  his  own  State,  in  regard  to  the 
Presidential  election.    He  tmsted  he  was  not 

J)recluded  from  expreesinghis  opinion  on  a  snh- 
ect  of  great  importance  and  notorietj.  In  con- 
sidering amendments  to  the  constitution,  he  had 
thought  it  not  improper  to  mention  the  exercise 
of  a  power  which  was  not  authorized  hy  the 
constitution.  That  i>ower  was  one,  the  opera- 
tion of  which,  he  helieyed,  was  much  to  he 
dreaded ;  and  surely  there  was  no  impropriety 
in  alluding  to  it.  If  things  were  doing  in  the 
country,  which  were  thought  improper,  and 
which  had  a  hearing  on  the  suhject  under  dis- 
cussion, would  the  Senate  not  he  influenced  hy 
them? 

Mr.  FiNBLAT  said  that,  as  this  was  a  most 
unpleasant  discussion,  more  so  than  he  had  ever 
heard  since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  he  would  endeavor  to  terminate  it.  He 
moved  an  a^ournment  The  motion  was  car- 
ried, and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Ebidat,  March  19. 
Jmendmmt  <if  the  0<m$tUuUon — Caueu8  Sys- 
tem, 

The  unfinished  husiness  of  yesterday,  heing 
the  consideration  of  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  constitntion,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, was  resumed.  Mr.  Lahxak  was  called 
to  the  chair.  The  question  was,  upon  Mr. 
Mnxs's  motion  to  postpone  the  suhjeot  inde- 
finitely. 

Mr.  Hatitb,  of  South  OaroUna,  said,  that  his 
only  ohject  in  calling  up  these  resolutions  was 
to  ohtain  some  decision  on  them.  The  Senate 
had,  for  several  months,  had  the  suhjeot  hefore 
them,  and  it  was  due  no  less  to  the  puhhc  than 
to  the  gentlemen  who  had  suhmitted  the  proposi- 
tions, that  they  should  now  he  acted  on  defi- 
nitively. Mr.  Hatkb  protested  that  he  had  not 
anticipated  the  course  which  the  dehatehad 
taken,  and  he  most  sincerely  regretted  that  cer^ 
tain  topics  had  heen  introduced  into  the  dis- 
cussion, which  were  unfortunately  hut  too  wdl 
calculated  to  produce  a  painful  excitement. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  that  unpleasant 
topic  which  has  heen  unhappily  introduced  into 
the  discussion.  I  mean  a  Oongressional  caucus. 
The  honorahle  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Euro,)  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  &vor  of 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions, 
took  occasion  to  mention,  incidentally,  a  '^central 
power,"  which  had  grown  up  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  was  destined,  hereafter,  to 
control  the  election  of  a  President  The  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  have  thought  proper, 
in  reply,  to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  a  Oon- 
gressional caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  Pres- 
ident. If  their  arguments  could  he  confined  to 
this  hall,  and  were  not  calculated  to  have  an  in- 


fluence on  puhlic  opinion,  I  would  not,  perhaps, 
find  myself  called  upon  to  notice  them.  But, 
helieving  that  the  suDject  is  one  of  vast  impor- 
tance, that  it  touches  the  vital  interests  of  the 
countiy,  and  may,  in  its  remote  consequences, 
endanger  liberty  itself^  I  find  myself  constrained 
to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  particular  argu- 
ments which  have  been  urged.  I  shall  conmid 
myself  strictly  to  a  defensive  warfare— and 
shall  enter  no  further  into  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  than  may  be  necessary  to  reply  to  the 
arguments  which  have  been  urged  on  this  floor. 
It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Diokbbson,)  and  the  same  argu- 
ment has  been  urged  by  all  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  a  Oopgressional 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President,  is  not 
liable  to  any  of  the  objections  which  may  be 
urged  against  the  election  of  a  President  by 
Congress,  because  the  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives, in  attending  a  caucus,  act  oidy  in  their 
private  capacities.  This  appears  to  me,  said 
Mr.  H.,  to  be  a  fallacy  so  oovious,  that  he  wasj 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  one  could  be  de- 
ceived by  it.  Sir,  if  flfty  or  sixty  private  indi- 
viduals should  meet  in  this  city  ana  nominate  a 
President  what  efTect  would  be  produced  by 
it?  Would  it  be  an  event  looked  to  with  anx- 
iety from  every  part  of  the  country?  Would 
it  divide  the  nation  into  parties,  or  challen^ 
the  praise  or  the  censure  of  every  freeman  m 
the  land  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is  because  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  such  a  meeting  are  members  of 
Gongresa— it  is  the  authority  with  which  they 
are  clothed,  that  gives  influence  and  effect  to 
their  proceedings.  But  for  this  no  such  meet- 
ing would  be  held.  They  meet  in  their  charac- 
ter of  members  of  Congress,  or  they  would  not 
meet  at  all.  It  is  true,  they  do  not  meet  to  per- 
form a  Legislative  duty,  and  the  very  objection  to 
the  proceeding  is,  that  they  step  beyond  the  line 
of  their  peculiar  and  appropriate  duties,  and  used 
the  influence  attached  to  their  offices  for  the  pro- 
motion of  an  object  not  within  their  Congres- 
sional powers,  and  with  which  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  forbids  them  to  interfere.  To 
show,  conclusively,  that  it  is  the  influence  at- 
tached to  the  office  of  a  member  of  Congress 
which  is  the  foundation  of  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus, and  that  it  is  expressly  in  their  character  of 
members  of  Congress,  that  gentlemen  attend 
such  a  meeting,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  none  other  are  invited  or  suffered  to  attend. 
If  gentlemen  acted  only  in  their  private  capaci- 
ties, eveiy  American  citizen — certainly  every 
inhabitant  of  this  District^  would  be  at  liberty 
to  unite  with  them.  Look,  too,  at  the  forms  of 
proceeding  in  such  cases;  tiie  Hall  of  Legisla- 
tion is  appropriated  to  their  use;  the  Speaker's 
chair  is  occupied  by  the  Chairman ;  the  officers 
of  the  House  are  stationed  at  the  door  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  any  members  of  Congress 
who  are  called  up  by  States  to  give  their 
suffrages.  After  this,  tell  us  not  that  gen- 
tlemen act  in  their  private  capacities,  and  that, 
as  members  of  Congress,  they  have  no  concern 
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in  the  tronsaotdon  I  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  deny  that 
a  man  can  pnt  off  and  put  on,  at  pleasure,  the 
official  garb  with  which  he  is  clothed.  A  man 
clotlied  with  Executive  authority  cannot,  as  a 
private  citizen,  perform  Legislative  duties; 
neither  can  a  member  of  Congress  put  off  his 
character,  and,  as  a  private  citizen,  interfere 
with  matters  which  the  constitution  has  wisely 
prohibited  him  from  meddling  with.  I  have 
heard,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  a  priest  who,  walking 
to  church  in  his  robes  of  ofibce,  received  an  in- 
sult; he  threw  off  his  gown,  exclaiming,  Lie 
there,  dimnity^  until  I  punish  that  rascal ; "  and 
having  in  his  private  capacity  inflicted  the 
chastisement,  he  resumed  the  character  of  a 
clergyman,  and  proceeded  to  preach  up  "  char- 
ity and  forgiveness  of  injuries,  love  to  Qod,  and 
good  will  towards  man."  K  there  be,  said  Mr. 
H.,  any  sound  distinction,  any  safe  rule  by 
which  the  private  and  public  acts  of  an  indi- 
Tidual  can  be  ascertained,  it  must  be  this — that 
matters,  altogether  of  a  private  nature,  belong 
to  the  one,  while  matters  of  a  public  nature  be- 
long to  the  other.  Bring  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus to  this  test  The  choice  of  a  President  is 
a  public  matter ',  it  is  a  business  provided  for 
by  the  constitution ;  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
to  be  done,  is  prescribed ;  the  members  of  Con- 
gress are  prohibited  from  being  Electors,  and  the 
Senators  can,  in  no  possible  event,  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  it  It  cannot  be  possible,  there- 
fore, for  members  of  Congress,  as  such,  to  med- 
dle with  it.  Not  being  a  private  matter,  if  they 
act  on  it  at  all  collectively,  as  a  body,  and  by 
virtue  of  their  office,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
act  in  their  private  capacities.  I  will  proceed, 
aaid  Mr.,  H.,  to  give  one  or  two  illustrations  of 
this  subject,  which  I  think  will  remove  any 
doubts  which  may  still  rest  upon  it.  Suppose 
the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  were 
to  meet  together  in  their  private  capacities, 
were  to  nominate  their  successors,  and  were  to 
proclaim  such  a  nomination  to  the  American 
people.  The  country  would  ring  with  denun- 
ciations of  the  act,  the  charges  of  usurpation, 
tyranny,  and  corruption,  would  rise  up  in  every 
corner  of  the  land,  and  thev  meet  the  just  ven- 
geance of  an  injured  people  I  And  yet,  have 
not  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  as 
much  a  right  to  act,  and  to  speak,  in  their  pri- 
vate capacities,  as  any  other  members  of  the 
Government?  They  are  no  more  prohibited 
from  nominating  a  President  than  are  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress;  and  more  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  influence  of  the  latter  than 
the  former.  Suppose  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  were  to  step  from  the  bench,  put  off  their 
robes,  and,  after  public  notice,  were  to  proceed, 
in  their  private  capacities,  to  nominate  a  Presi- 
dent, and  publish  that  nomination  to  the  world  I 
How  would  such  a  proceeding  be  relished? 
And  yet^  the  Executive  and  Judiciary  have  cer- 
tainly an  equal  right  with  the  Legislature  to 
proceed  to  such  a  nomination,  in  their  private 
capacities.  Again,  suppose  the  Governors  of 
the  several  States  were  to  consult  and  vote  on 


the  subject,  and  announce  the  result  to  the  world 
in  order  to  produce  union  among  the  people. 
What  would  we  think  of  such  a  proceeding  f 
But,  I  will  put,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  still  stronger  case 
—-one  perfectly  analogous  to  that  under  conad- 
eration.  Suppose  a  jury  appointed  to  try  a 
case,  civil  or  criminal.  The  law  prescribes  the 
place,  the  time,  the  mode  and  manner,  in  whidi 
the  Question  is  to  be  officially  investigated,  and 
decided.  But  these  jurors  think  proper  to  meet 
together,  previous  to  the  trial,  in  their  private 
capacities  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  case; 
they  come  to  a  decision  and  publish  the  results 
Would  it  be  any  excuse  for  such  a  proceeding 
to  allege,  that  they  did  not  act  as  jurors,  but 
in  their  private  capacities?  And  witli  what 
color  of  reason  could  such  an  excuse  be  made, 
if  it  were  shown  that  they  were  smnmoned  to 
the  meeting  w  jurors  eo  iwmine^  that  none  other 
were  admitted,  that  they  appointed  a  foreman, 
passed  through  all  the  forms  of  a  trial,  and  in  the 
name  and  character  of  jurors,  proclaimed  there- 
suit.  Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  a  more  strikiiig 
analogy  between  that  case  and  the  proceeding 
now  under  consideration,  than  genUemen  wifi 
be  disposed  to  admit.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may,  in  one  event,  be  called  upon  to 
choose  the  President.  The  constitntion  has 
prescribed  the  time  and  place,  and  aU  tiie  for- 
malities of  that  proceeding;  but  before  the  oe- 
casion  occurs,  the  members  of  that  House  meet 
together  in  their  private  capacities,  and  examine 
the  claims  of  the  candidates,  and  withont  the 
light  which  further  time  and  a  more  deUb^ale 
examination  might  afford,  to  make  a  choice, 
and  publish  the  result.  It  is  true,  that  the  pro- 
ceedmg,  in  both  cases,  is  without  legal  author- 
ity, and  is  not  binding,  but  it  is  cSculated  to 
produce  a  dangerous  influence,  and  is,  fhereforei 
wholly  indefensible.  To  illustrate  the  truth 
that  legislators  cannot,  consistently  with  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  act  in  their  private 
capacities  on  matters  which  may  come  before 
them  officially,  it  may  be  asked,  wheth^  it 
would  be  justiflable  for  a  mtgority  of  this  Senate, 
as  a  party,  to  meet  together  habitually,  in  their 
private  capacities,  and  determine,  by  a  miyori^, 
what  measures  they  should,  as  a  body,  support 
or  oppose?  By  such  an  arrangement,  all  Uie 
guards  by  which  pure  and  enlightened  legisla- 
tion issecured 'would  be  destroyed,  and  a  small 
minority  might  sway  the  Senate.  A  Congrea- 
sional  caucus  is  open  to  the  same  objection.  I 
confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  serious  feara 
that,  should  the  caucus  system  be  firmly  estab- 
lished in  this  country,  it  will  eventually  lead  to 
the  total  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  smdl 
States,  and  that  the  clause  in  the  constitxitioB, 
which  secures  their  just  weight  in  the  choice  of 
a  President,  will  be  virtually  repealed.  Onoe 
recognize  the  distinction  between  a  man^s  pub- 
lic and  private  capacity,  in  relation  to  public 
matters,  and  what  is  to  restrain  a  few  of  the 
large  States  from  appointing  delegates,  or  in- 
structing their  members  of  Congress  to  meet  in 
caucus,  and  determine,  by  a  minority  of  votea^ 
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how  these  States  shall  act  and  whom  thej  shall 
rapport?  I  shall  add  notning  farther,  said  Mr. 
H.,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  on 
this  point. 

The  next  argnment  nrged  is,  that  a  Oongres- 
sional  caucus  is  free  from  objection  because  it 
does  not  profess  to  elect,  but  only  to  nominate 
a  President.  Now,  T  would  ask  whether  the 
design  of  this  nomination  is  not  to  procure  the 
election  of  some  individual  who  would  not  be 
elected  without  it?  If  such  be  not  the  object, 
and  if  such  were  not  the  results  hoped  for,  no 
nomination  would  be  made ;  no  caucus  would 
be  held.  But  if  a  nomination  is  to  have  the  ef- 
fect of  promoting  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  who 
would  not  otherwise  be  promoted,  it  virtually 
amounts  to  an  election ;  and  is  it  any  answer  to 
this  argument  to  say^  that  it  is  produced  alto- 
gether by  the  authonty  and  influence  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress?  Or,  is  not  that  the  most  ob- 
jectionable means  by  which  an  election  can  be 
effected?  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  let  us  bring  this 
question  to  the  test  of  principle,  and  see  u  the 

Sractice  I  am  controverting  will  not  directly 
eprive  the  people  of  the  right  of  choosing  among 
the  several  candidates  for  the  Presidency?  U 
a  Congressional  caucus  be  right  in  principle,  as 
the  gentlemen  allege,  it  follows,  that  the  friends 
of  all  the  candidates  ought  to  attend,  and  that 
the  strength  of  each  being  ascertained,  the 
strongest  should  be  supported  by  aU,  and  the 
others  should  be  withdrawn.  Thus  the  people 
will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing,  and 
must,  of  necessity,  take  the  man  recommended 
to  them.  Take  the  case  of  two  candidates  only, 
and  such  a  case  has  occurred.  A  caucus  decides 
between  them,  the  other  is  bound  to  withdraw ; 
he  can,  on  principle,  no  longer  be  a  candidate; 
his  friends  cannot  support  him;  and  though 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  should  prefer  him,  he 
cannot,  as  a  man  of  principle,  even  consent  to 
serve.  Take  another  case.  Suppose  there  should 
be  five  candidates — the  five  most  prominent  and 
pojpular  men  in  the  country.  Apply  the  caucus 
principle,  and  it  results  in  presenting  but  one 
candidate  to  the  people,  and  they  must  take 
him,  or  look  out  at  the  eleventh  hour  for  a 
new  man,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  be  impossible.  The  principle  of  a  Con- 
•  gressional  caucus,  therefore,  leads  inevitably, 
and  of  necessity,  to  the  destruction  of  the  right 
of  the  people  to  elect  the  President;  and  if  it 
does  not,  in  practice,  produce  that  result,  it  is 
only  because  so  many  of  us  are  such  political 
heretics  as  to  refuse  to  recognize  it;  and  be- 
cause the  several  candidates  and  their  friends 
will  not  consent  to  abide  by  it  But,  let  the 
principles  of  the  gentleman  prevail,  and  the 
President,  will,  hereafter,  be  virtually  elected 
by  a  caucus  in  Washington,  and  not  by  the  peo- 
ple. Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  not  an  objec- 
tion which  applies  to  the  election  of  a  President 
by  the  National  Legislature,  which  does  not  ap- 
ply much  more  strongly  to  a  virtual  election  by 
a  Congressional  caucus.  Does  the  former  dis- 
turb legislation,  tinging  every  legidative  act 


with  party  views  and  feelings,  so,  in  a  greater 
degree,  does  the  latter.  The  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution  is  opposed  to  every  species  of 
interference,  by  the  members  of  Congress,  in 
the  election  of  a  President,  except  in  the  par- 
ticular case  of  a  failure  by  the  people  to  elect 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  are  Congress  permitted 
to  interfere ;  and  the  mode  in  which  they  are 
then  to  proceed  is  minutely  prescribed.  The 
House  of  Representatives  only  are  to  have  any 
concern  in  the  transaction,  and  they  must  vote 
by  States.  They  are  not  permitted  to  elect  any 
candidate  according  to  tneir  own  views,  feel- 
ings, or  opinions,  but  they  are  compelled  to 
choose  one  of  three  candidates  previously 
elected,  and  presented  to  them  by  the  people. 
But  a  Congressional  caucus  is  composed  of  Sen- 
ators, as  well  as  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  former  of  whom  are  wisely 
excluded,  by  the  constitution,  from  voting  on 
such  a  subject,  because  the  tenure  of  their  of- 
fice renders  them  peculiarly  liable  to  influence. 
They  proceed  to  nominate  the  President,  before 
the  people  have  proceeded  to  the  election ;  thej 
choose  not  from  the  candidates  presented  to 
them  by  the  people,  but  according  to  their  own 
pleasure,  and  are  influenced  by  personal  prefer- 
ences; and,  lastly,  they  make  such  a  nomina- 
tion, not  in  the  extraordinary  cose  (which  may 
not  occur  once  in  the  century)  provided  for  in 
the  constitution,  but  at  every  election — once  in 
every  four  years.  Now,  when  to  all  this  wo 
add  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  things  a  caur 
cus' never  will  be  composed  of  more  than  a  por^ 
tion  of  the  members  of  Congress,  so  that  the 
vote  of  an  individual  will  be  of  such  conse- 
quence as  to  justify  the  extraordinary  efforts  to 
obtain  it;  when  it  is  recollected  that  a  canoua 
nomination,  every  four  years,  will  keep  the 
matter  constantly  before  Congress,  can  any 
man,  who  reflects  on  the  subject,  £Eiil  to  see  that 
the  triumph  and  final  establishment  of  the  cau- 
cus system  in  Congress,  must  not  only  supers 
sede  and  control  the  constitution,  but  involves 
the  introduction,  into  the  halls  of  Congress,  of 
excitement,  party  feeling,  management,  and, 
finally,  of  intrigue  and  corruption ;  at  the  bare 
contemplation  of  which  the  heart  of  the  patriot 
must  sicken,  and  his  anticipations  of  future 
glory  be  converted  into  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  a  caucus  is  necessary 
to  promote  union.  Should  such  a  measure  ever 
promote  union,  it  can  only  be  by  controlling 
the  will  and  stifling  the  voice  of  the  people. 
But  it  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  so  far  from 
promoting  harmony  and  union,  a  caucus  is  cal- 
culated to  sow  the  seeds  of  dissension,  and  to 
Srevent  the  possibility  of  union.  To  all  the 
ifiSoulties  of  selecting  among  men,  is  superadd- 
ed the  hostility  created  by  the  agitation  of  the 
caucus  question.  The  degree  of  support  to  be 
yielded,  or  of  opposition  to  be  offered,  to  such 
a  nomination,  will  always  be  a  fruitful  source  of 
endless  contests  and  animosities. 
Ab  a  party  measure,  a  caucus  may,  in  some 
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instances,  tend  to  promote  nnion.  In  snch  a 
case,  two  candidates  at  least  wonld  be  present- 
ed to  the  people,  for  tlieir  choice.  But,  where 
all  the  candidates  are  of  the  same  party,  the  only 
effect  of  a  canons  mnst  be  to  elevate  a  favorite 
individual,  by  putting  all  the  other  candidates 
ont  of  the  way,  and  thus  to  take  the  choice 
from  the  people,  or  from  the  States.  If  a  cau- 
cus is  to  be  resorted  to  at  every  Presidential 
election,  and  Congress  is,  by  a  preliminary  vote, 
in  joint  ballot,  to  determine  who  is  to  be  sup- 
ported as  President,  it  is  manifest  that  the  ef- 
fect will  be,  to  bring  the  election  practically  into 
Oongress  voting  by  polls  and  not  by  States; 
and  thus  the  wise  provisions  of  the  constitution 
will  be  repealed,  without  the  least  regard  to 
the  forms  prescrioed  by  that  instrument.  Gen- 
tlemen will  surely  not  venture  to  affirm  that 
imion  will  be  promoted  by  such  means.  ' 

Much  more  nught  be  said  on  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  but  he  had  not  only  confined  himself  to 
the  general  question,  but  had  merely  attempted 
to  reply  to  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  side. 
Of  the  particular  charactef  of  the  late  meeting 
in  Washington,  he  had  said  nothing,  and  alluded 
to  it  now  only  to  disclaim  any  intention  to 
wound  the  feelings  or  impeach  the  motives  of 
any  of  the  eentlemen  connected  with  it.  He 
entertained  K>r  them,  collectively,  much  respect, 
and  cherished  for  several  of  them,  individually, 
■entiments  of  great  esteem. 

[In  the  course  of  Mr.  H.'s  remarks,  he  was 
interrupted  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  who  rose 
to  a  point  of  order.  Mr.  K  stated  that  he  was 
not  in  health  to  attend  the  Senate  yesterday ; 
and  he  did  not  know,  precisely,  tiie  course 
which  the  discussion  had  then  taken.  But  he 
considered  the  present  topic  as  having  no  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  before  the  Senate ;  and,  con- 
eequentiy,  the  introduction  of  it  as  being  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rules  of  this  body.  He  therefore 
called  the  gentiemanfrom  South  Carolina  to 
order. 

The  Chair  observed,  that  a  wide  range  had 
been  allowed  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
yesterday;  and  while  it  entertained  the  hope 
that  that  discussion  would  not  be  extended,  was, 
at  the  same  time,  of  opinion,  that  members  had 
a  right  to  be  heard,  in  answer  to  any  arguments 
which  had  been  brought  forward  yesterday. 
The  member  from  Soum  Carolina  was  declared 
to  be  in  order.] 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Yiipnia,  considered  this  de- 
bate as  entirely  out  of  order,  and  foreign  to  the 
subject  before  the  Senate.  The  question  has  been 
discussed,  as  it  were  a  contest  for  power,  be- 
tween the  large  and  the  small  States — ^as  if  each 
was  endeavoring  to  effect  the  purposes  of  its 
own  ambition — ^as  if  these  amendments  were 
80  many  nefarious  designs  to  satisfy  the  ambi- 
tion and  avarice  of  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
be  true,  that  the  question  is  not,  whether  one 
State  is  to  pilfer  from  the  other  uie  great  from 
the  small,  or  the  small  from  the  great,  still,  he 
asked,  what  prospect  there  was  of  adopting  any 
thing  that  is  salutary  under  circumstances  at- 


tended with  so  much  exasperation.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  postponement — both  of 
us  have  bantlings  of  our  own  upon  the  table ;  bnt 
we  are  willing  to  part  with  them  to  give  time  for 
mature  consideration.  Mr.  T.  said  h^  would 
take  these  different  propositions  home  with  him 
and  study  them  carefully.  The  true  qnesticm 
is,  whether  we  will  have  a  confederated,  or  a 
cons9lidated  Government.  Some  are  in  favor 
of  one,  and  some  of  the  other.  The  inqoirj 
ought  to  be,  how  far  these  amendments  will  go 
to  cure  the  evils  of  the  constitution,  or  to  intro- 
duce others  into  it  He  meant  only  to  show 
the  propriety  of  postponing  this  subject,  untO 
it  should  be  thoroughly  considered.  If  the 
gentiemen  will  advert  to  the  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, they  will  see  enough  for  observation. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  great  machine;  and  we  are  told 
that  the  people  are  a  safeguard  against  any  disar- 
rangement in  it.  When  nave  they  proved  sot 
Were  the  people  able  to  preserve  their  liberty, 
in  the  time  of  the  French  Convention  ?  Oth» 
gentiemen  will  tell  you,  that  the  people  are 
tiieir  own  worst  enemies.  Perhaps  neither  of 
these  are  perfectiy  correct.  One  of  the  Gods 
of  ancient  times  has  told  us, 

**  In  medio  tatianmns  Vtm.* 

There  should  be  an  intermediate  controlling 
power.  The  great  question  to  be  considered  is, 
whether  any  amendment  of  the  constitution  win 
obviate  tJie  objections  alleged  against  it.  We 
must  not  place  too  much  reliance  on  the  word 
*' people.'*  Mr.  T.  said,  the  idea  occurred  to 
him,  that  the  Federal  Government  was  an  im- 
mense machine— that  the  State  Govemmenta 
were  the  safety-valves,  to  let  off  the  gas  of  ex- 
clusive interests.  While  these  safety-valves  are 
kept  in  operation,  and  this  gas  is  thus  discharsed, 
the  country  will  go  on  weU  enough.  But  when 
they  stop  and  tiie  gas  comes  to  be  concentrated, 
there  is  great  danger  to  the  whole  machine. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  would  conclude  by  telling  an  ai^ 
ecdote  which  occurred  to  his  recollection,  and 
which  all  would  probably  remember.  James 
the  Second  once  called  on  two  of  his  bishops,  to 
know  i^  in  their  opinions,  he  had  not  a  right 
to  take  the  proper^  of  his  people  as  he  pleased. 
Bishop  A,  Qie  did  not  remember  their  names,) 
said  he  certainly  had  that  right — the  king  was 
the  vicegerent  of  God ;  and  he  had  certiunly  a 
right  to  appropriate  the  property  of  his  subjects 
as  he  saw  fit— he  might  employ  the  men  and 
the  money,  as  he  pleased.  Th^  king  then  asked 
Bishop  B,  what  he  thought  of  the  doctrine  of 
his  brotiier  Bishon  ?  "  Why,"  says  B,  "  I  think 
the  king  has  a  right  to  take  the  propeity  of  mj 
brotiier  A,  because  he  has  given  it  to  him.  Bnt 
I  think  he  has  no  right  to  take  mine."  The 
basis  of  liberty  is  upon  this  point  When  yon 
revert  to  the  geographical  distinctions  of  thia 
country,  do  you  think  the  people  vrill  displav 
the  servility  of  Bishop  Af  Why  is  the  remark 
of  Bishop  B  so  mucn  praised?  Because  the 
true  doctrine  is,  that  representation  and  taxation 
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shall  go  hand  in  hand.  The  King  could  not 
take  his  money,  hecanse  he  did  not  represent 
him.  This  doctrine,  Mr.  T.  applied  to  the 
amendments  proposed  to  the  constitution,  to 
test  their  agreement  with  the  spirit  of  onr  rep- 
resentative Government,  &c. 

Mr.  Babboub,  of  Virginia,  then  rose.  He 
had  prepared,  he  said,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
this  question ;  hut,  as  the  unpleasant  topic  of 
yesterday  had  heen  hrought  again  before  the 
Senate,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  something 
upon  it.  Some  circumstances  and  reflections 
had  been  introduced,  to  which  he  conceived  a 
reply  to  be  necessary.  He  intended  to  place 
the  meeting  which  had  been  alluded  to,  on 
what  he  conceived  to  be  defensible  ground. 
His  remarks  would  necessarily  be  desultory. 
But,  as  the  question  before  &e  Senate,  was 
upon  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  it  was 
due  to  the  body  which  he  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress, to  make  some  remarks  in  reference 
thereto. 

He  came  now  to  the  topic  to  which  he  had 
first  alluded.  He  must  be  permitted  to  mingle 
his  regret  with  that  of  the  other  members,  that 
Buch  a  subject  had  been  introduced  into  this 
body ;  not  that  he  had  the  slightest  objection 
to  a  critical  examination  of  it  Whatever  had 
been  done,  in  reference  to  that  subject,  was  not 
secret,  it  was  done  in  public ;  it  was  done  be- 
fbre  the  people;  and  their  decision  will  be 
made  upon  it  Whatever  of  malice  there  was 
in  human  nature  had  been  uttered  against  the 
individuals  who  attended  that  meeting.  He 
did  not  regret  that  the  subject  had  found  its 
way  here,  because  he  feared  a  fair  investiga- 
tion of  it,  but  because,  into  this  body,  subjects 
of  that  kind  ought  not  to  be  introduced.  It 
oould  not  have  failed  to  bring  forth  the  expres- 
sion of  feelings  which  ought  not  to  be  indulged 
here.  When  that  meeting  was  represented  as 
a  great  central  power,  which  was  about  to 
overwhelm  the  constitution,  surely  those  who 
heard  it,  and  who  attended  that  meeting,  could 
not  refrain  from  replying.  If  there  was  any 
spot  on  earth,  which  he  considered  as  conse- 
crated to  peace  and  harmony,  it  was  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  It  should  be  our  political 
holy  of  holies — where  the  brand  of  discord  was 
never  to  be  thrown — where  tranquillity  and 
mature  deliberation  should  acquire  the  respect 
of  the  people.  He  had  considered  this  body 
the  sheet-anchor  of  the  nation — ^as  presenting 
a  limit  to  the  waves  of  the  other  branch,  and 
equally  inaccessible  to  Executive  influenc^^ 
a  body,  whose  character  for  propriety  should 
never  be  jeopardized.  He  beheved  the  nation 
had  indulged  a  confidence  that,  whatever  storms 
might  rage  elsewhere,  nothing  but  coolness  and 
deliberation  would  preside  here.  Is  this  ques- 
tion one  that,  in  its  discussioiL  is  calculated  to 
promote  the  dignity  of  this  body?  Is  it  one 
that  is  calculated  to  enter  this  Hall?  Surely 
not.  And  what  is  the  gentleman^s  apology  for 
introducing  the  subject?  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  charged  him  with  having  changed 
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his  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  constitution ;  that,  last  year,  he 
was  in  favor  of  an  amendment,  and  this  year 
opposed  to  it  The  gentieman  from  New  York 
states  as  a  reason  for  this  change,  that  a  central 
power,  of  an  alarming  character,  had  since 
sprang  up  to  his  view.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hatne)  has  charged  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  with 
having  been  first  to  mention  the  word  "  caucus.^' 
This,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  thought  was  unjust  If 
the  gentieman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ejno)  did 
not  make  use  of  the  word,  nobody  could  mis- 
take the  meaning  of  his  "  great  central  power.*' 
The  gentieman's  description  bore  the  name 
upon  its  front 

To  an  unadvised  stranger,  who  had  heard 
the  gentieman  f^om  New  i  ork,  it  would  seem 
that  a  monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up, 
who  was  threatening  to  devastate  the  country 
— ^and  yet,  Mr.  B.  asked,  was  this  any  new 
meajBure?  Was  it  not  adopted  in  1800, 1804, 
1808,  1812,  and  1816?  Yet  it  did  not  then 
meet  the  gentieman's  attention,  or  call  forth 
such  violent  reprehension  from  him;  but,  in 
1824,  it  suddenly  swells  to  a  great  measure, 
threatening  destruction  to  the  constitution. 
Whence  &d  the  system  originate?  Mr.  B. 
beUeved,  with  the  Revolution  itself.  It  was 
the  venerated  Samuel  Adams,  or  his  father, 
who  first  suggested  it  It  had  its  origin  in  the 
spirit  that  gave  birth  to  this  nation.  Wher- 
ever freemen  are,  they  will  assemble  and  con- 
verse freely  about  men  and  measures.  And  a 
custom  that  has  produced  so  much  good,  cannot 
itself  be  very  bad.  Mr.  B.  sidd  he  had  a  wit- 
ness here  at  his  left  (alluding  probably  to  Mr. 
Magon,)  who  could  tell  how  necessary  such 
meetings  had  been  found,  in  the  early  days  of 
this  Government — a  gentieman  who  then  stood, 
as  he  now  stands,  the  guardian  of  his  native 
land.  Why  did  he  not  warn  the  people  against 
a  system  which,  according  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  is  now,  like  another  unshorn 
Samson,  about  to  embrace  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution,  and  whelm  the  splendid  fabric  in 
ruins?  Surely  this  is  the  mere  phantom  of 
the  gentieman's  imagination.  What  is  this 
constitution?  We  have  a  vast  continent,  over 
which  it  is  to  operate — a  multiplicity  of  different 
States.  What  is  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  President?  That 
numbers  shaU  prevail,  in  the  first  instance — 
and,  in  the  contingency  of  a  non-election  by 
the  Electors,  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
shall  choose.  Now,  is  not  the  first  of  these 
provisions  mere  mockery,  unless  there  can  be 
some  inter-communication  of  sentiment  pre- 
vious to  the  election?  What  is  it  toe  have 
done?  Venal  hirelings  of  the  press,  directed, 
in  some  instances,  by  the  outcasts  of  Europe, 
and  upon  whose  foreheads,  if  they  had  their 
deserts,  ought  to  hang  the  label  '^  to  be  let,'' 
have  accu^  tM,  whose  aU  is  here,  and  who 
have  been  honored  with  the  highest  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  people— of  conspiring  against  the 
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liberty  of  the  country  and  seking  to  overthrow 
the  coDBtitation.  Where  was  the  meeting 
held?  In  the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives— ^in  public — in  the  very  face  of  the 
people — those  people  whose  rights  it  is  said 
we  met  to  betray — and  the  result  is  well  known. 
Was  there  any  intention  to  recommend  a  man 
who  was  abhorrent  to  the  people  ?  If  the  peo- 
ple are  united  in  favor  of  another  man,  the 
recommendation  would  not  weigh  a  feather. 
If  they  were  not  united,  the  meeting  might 
have  a  tendency  to  produce  that  effect.  Men 
are  apt  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
themselves  and  their  acts,  when  "  dressed  in  a 
little  brief  authority;"  they  are  found,  how- 
ever, to  be  but  the  merest  insects,  when  acting 
in  oppo^tion  to  the  views  of  the  people. 
Kothing  important  can  result  from  such  a 
meeting,  unless  the  candidate  selected  is  a  popu- 
lar man.  The  simple  reason  for  holding  such 
a  meeting  is,  that  the  persons  who  go  into  it 
are  the  representatives  of  the  people— that 
they  best  know  the  sentiments  of  the  people — 
they,  therefore,  meet  to  reconmiend  candidates. 
If  this  be  not  the  correct  way,  what  other  will 
you  substitute?  By  private  recommendation, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  irresponsible,  or  to  the 
conflicting  presses?  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  the 
last  man  who  would  lift  his  voice  to  curtail  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  No,  even  in  the  rank 
luxuriance  of  its  licentiousness,  let  it  be  un- 
curbed. When  honestly  directed,  it  is  the  great 
source  of  light  and  liberty.  Its  abuse  must  be 
tolerated,  on  that  universal  law  which  belongs 
to  human  things,  that  there  is  no  unmixed  bless- 
ing ;  but  it  must  not  be  disguised,  that,  when 
prostituted,  it  scatters  any  thing  but  correct 
information. 

We  are  told,  that  the  President  and  the 
Heads  of  Departments  may,  with  equal  pro- 

Sriety,  meet,  and  make  a  nomination.  But  they 
o  not  come  immediately  from  the  people ;  and 
they  are  not  going  back  to  the  people,  as  the 
members  of  Congress  must.  They  are  not  so 
immediately  identified  with  all  parts  of  the 
community.  What  we  have  done,  is  on  record 
—every  man  is  responsible  for  his  own  act. 
The  old  adage  is,  that,  by  its  fhdt  the  tree  shall 
be  known.  What  has  been  the  result  of  this 
practice  for  the  last  twenty  years?  Where  has 
been  the  mischief?  Has  your  constitution  been 
violated?  Is  not  our  happy  situation  an  object 
of  congratulation?  Is  not  every  nation  which 
is  striving  to  brei^  the  fetters  of  slavery,  look- 
ing to  us  as  the  landmarks  by  which  tiiey  are 
to  be  guided  ?  These  are  the  fruits  of  this  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  followed,  in  relatibn  to 
the  Presidential  Section,  from  1800,  up  to  the 
present  day ;  which  has  been  sustained  by  the 
people;  and  which  has  some  of  the  greatest 
names  in  the  country  to  support  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina sayS)  that  tlie  grounds  of  holding  this 
meeting  were,  to  produce  union— but,  from  the 
signs 'of  the  times,  he  gathers  the  belief  that  it 
willf  on  the  contrary,  produce  notiiing  but  dis- 


cord. Mr.  B.  said,  as  he  was  not  a  prophet, 
nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  he  could  not  tell  what 
the  effect  of  the  meeting  would  be.  The  wis- 
dom of  the  people,  perhaps,  might  substitute 
something  else — the  people  care  little  about 
names.  We  have  adopted  a  plan,  by  which  we 
proposed  to  surrender  our  private  feelings, 
whatever  they  might  be,  upon  the  altar  of  the 
public  good.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  propose  a 
substitute  for  the  caucus.  Here  are  five  candi- 
dates, all  good  men ;  there  is  no  union  among 
the  people — they  are  divided  into  five  parties. 
What  is  to  be  tiie  result?  The  other  day  we 
were  a  band  of  brothers.  What  is  now  the 
case  ?  In  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion, slander  is  poured  out  from  the  press;  a 
thousand  pens  are  employed  in  the  work  of 
defamation;  every  infirmity  is  displayed;  cal- 
unmy  is  spread,  upon  every  side — ^and  it  is 
melancholy,  indeed,  to  reflect,  that  too  many 
are  ready  to  believe  the  fabrications.  This  is 
now  but  a  little  spark,  but  it  may  spread  out 
till  it  consumes  every  thing  that  is  good  and 
valuable.  How  is  the  monster  to  be  stifled? 
Cnly  by  making  useful  sacrifices.  A  meeting, 
for  that  purpose,  was  called — all  were  invited 
to  attend — ^e  object  was  to  arrive  at  some 
union;  to  close  tnese  fiood-gates  of  iniquity. 
We  regretted  that  our  brediren  did  not  iH 
come  in  with  us.  Mr.  B.  said  he  arraigned 
no  man^s  motives — each  one  must  go  his  own 
ways.  Other  counsels  might  prevail — ^he  dread- 
ed to  hear  what  might  be  the  result  of  the 
malignity  which  this  controversy  had  excited. 
He  was  prepared  to  unite  with  the  m^oritj. 
This,  that,  or  the  other  name,  was  insignificant 
to  him,  compared  with  the  good  of  the  Union. 
It  is  said,  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  pretend  that  we 
went  to  that  meeting  in  our  private  characters. 
We  are  told  that  the  President,  the  Heads  of 
Departments,  or  any  of  the  people,  might  go 
there,  with  equal  propriety ;  and  we  have  been 
told  a  humorous  anecdote  on  this  point,  con- 
cerning a  priest  To  this,  Mr.  B.  answered, 
that  the  members  of  Congness  went  there,  to 
say  to  the  American  people,  that  they  believed 
this,  or  that,  candidate  would  be  most  acceptable 
to  the  people.  A  fact  only  was  to  be  made 
known.  Each  man  represents  the  feeling  of 
his  own  section  of  the  country.  James  Bar- 
bour represents  that  his  constituents  are  of  one 
opinion;  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  his  are  of  another.  The  members  attend- 
ing the  meeting  are  from  different  sections  of 
the  Union — ^they  are  the  organs  of  communica- 
tion. Their  meeting  is  merely  for  the  general 
concentration  of  opinion.  The  gentleman  from 
8outh  Carolina  animadverts  on  tlie  character 
assumed  by  the  members  in  the  meeting — ^that 
of  their  individual  capacity — and  asks,  why 
are  not  other  citizens  admitted?  The  answer 
to  this  remark  is  obvious.  Other  citizens  are 
not  in  the  situation  of  members  of  Congrees^ 
because  they  are  not  presumed,  as  are  the 
members  of  Congress,  who  come  from  every 
part  of  the  Union,  to  know,  accurately,  the 
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wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  It  is 
not  the  official  station  that  gives  weight  to  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  members  of  Con- 
gress; bat  it  is  the  confidence  they  enjoy 
among  their  fellow-citizens  that  made  them 
members  of  Congress.  This  confidence  is  a 
part  of  their  character,  and  is  made  available 
m  their  private  capacity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Sonth  Car- 
olina says  he  never  attended  a  caucus.  This 
is  certainly  a  little  extraordinary  for  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body.  There  may  be  some  few  in- 
dividuals here  who  have  not  attended  such 
meetings ;  but  when  he  recollected  how  com- 
mon they  had  been,  for  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
years,  he  apprehended  there  were  few  who  had 
not  taken  part  in  them.  "When  he  was  very 
young,  Mr.  B.  said  he  recollected  to  have  gone, 
with  his  honorable  colleague,  to  the  first  meet- 
ing of  this  kind  which  he  ever  attended. 
Under  authority  so  respectable,  and  in  such  a 
school,  he  had  first  become  acquainted  with 
the  system ;  and  he  had,  ever  since,  continued 
believing  that  its  results  must  be  beneficial. 
When  he  knew  that  this  system  was  approved 
by  older  men ;  that  it  had  been  used  effectually 
in  the  days  of  Jefferson,  he  could  hardly  believe 
that  the  younger  members  knew  all  the  bene- 
fits that  had  been  derived  from  it.  It  is  too 
old  in  this  coxmtry— opposition  to  it  will  not 
do.  Some  may  be  opposed  to  it,  from  their 
private  views;  others  may  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient at  this  time.  There  are  regular  cycles 
m  political  events  ;  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  these  meetings,  by  and  by,  would 
become  popular  enough ;  for,  as  they  have  been 
80  heretofore,  it  wUl  be  seen  that  they  are  still 
necessary. 

In  regard  to  the  anti-caucus,  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  he  did  not  wish  to  become  the  ac- 
cuser of  any  man.  He  should,  therefore,  say 
nothing  of  it  This  whole  subject  had  gone  out 
to  the  people.  It .  ought  not  to  have  been 
touched  hero.  There  has  been  a  fair  and  open 
appeal  to  the  people,  and  the  Senate  should 
not  have  been  troubled  with  it.  There  we  are 
willing  to  meet  it ;  not  before  a  few  changelings 
in  the  country,  but  before  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  who  are  independent,  and  who  stand 
clear  of  prejudices  on  this  subject  If,  when 
these  acts  are  fairly  laid  open,  such  a  tribunal 
condemns  us,  be  it  so.  Mr.  B.  said,  when  he 
embarked  on  the  sea  of  political  life,  he  well 
knew  that  there  were  shoals  in  it.  Some  get 
their  vessels  over  them  safely;  while  others 
strike  upon  them,  and  sink  forever.  But  he 
made  the  declaration  in  the  face  of  all  who 
heard  him,  that  he  had  the  approbation  of  what 
he  had  done,  in  his  own  conscience — ^that  was 
placed  beyond  all  human  control ;  4uid,  when 
the  plaudits  of  this  world  should  cease,  that 
approbation  would  be  imperishable;  it  would 
enable  him  to  tread  the  shadowy  vale  of  death, 
without  fear  or  trembling.  Standing  on  this 
sure  foundation,  unseduced  by  ambition,  whose 
giddy  heights  he  had  never  essayed,  as  far  as 


it  concerned  his  personal  view&  he  was  above, 
and  he  rejoiced  in  his  attitude,  every  change 
in  political  opinion ;  and  if  the  Government  be 
honestly  administered,  he  oared  not  by  what 
hands,  or  to  whom  were  distributed  the  loavea 
and  fishes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  vote 
against  an  indefinite  postponement.  The  State 
of  Maryland,  said  he,  has  instructed  its  Senators 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  such  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  as  will  insure 
a  uniform  mode  of  election  throughout  the 
United  States,  of  President  and  Vice  President 
The  district  mode  is  preferred  by  that  State, 
which  meets  my  concurrence,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  any  of  the  resolutions  that  will  be  most 
likely  to  succeed,  and  will  assure  that  mode. 
Having  entered  yesterday  into  my  reasons  on 
the  subject,  I  will  not  agun  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  by  repetition.  Indeed,  Mr. 
President,  I  had  no  intention  of  speaking  on 
the  subject  again,  nor  should  I,  but  for  an  ob- 
servation made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatnb.)  He  has 
said,  *'that  I  was  the  first  who  introduced  the 
word  *  caucus '  into  the  discnssion.''  Why  this 
observation?  For  what  pmpose?  Was  it  any 
way  necessary  or  useful  to  his  argument? 

Mr.  Hatnb  explained.  He  certainly  meant 
nothing  unkind  towards  the  gentleman.  Regret 
had  been  expressed  that  this  word  had  been 
used ;  and  he  had  merely  observed,  that  he  be- 
lieved that  it  had  first  been  used  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Smtfh  resumed.  Mr.  President,  I  feel 
perfectly  confident  that  the  gentleman  enter- 
tains no  unfriendly  feelings  towards  me  per- 
sonally ;  but,  as  the  remark  had  been  made,  I 
am  unwilling  that  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
so  unprofitable,  that  I  feel  mortified  at  its  being 
introduced,  and  so  little  comporting  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Senate,  should  be  attributed  to 
me.  I  regret  that  me  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  King)  should  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  introduce  it  It  is  true  that  he 
qualified  it  by  a  new  name — "  central  power.^' 
However,  either  my  ears  deeeived  me,  or  I 
heard  him  use  the  word  '^caucus,"  and  one 
member  opposite  took  it  down;  but,  whether 
he  did  or  not,  his  meaning  was  perfectly  under- 
stood ;  and,  if  I  used  it,  it  was  because  I  wished 
to  give  it  the  known  name — ^I  wished  to  call  a 
spade  a  spade. 

When  first  introduced,  I  considered  it  as  ac-  • 
ddental,  and  treated  it  lightly,  as  I  thought  it 
merited.  But,  sir,  the  secona  speech  of  the 
introducer,  and  the  elaborate  view  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
have  given  to  it  form  and  substance.  Effect 
seems  now  to  be  contemplated,  and  we  must 
meet  it  as  we  best  can. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  course  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  was  too  young  to  know  the  extreme  difficul- 
ties the  Republican  party  had  to  encounter,  and 
the  dangers  it  has  been  exposed  to  by  attempts 
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calculated  to  create  schisms  that  might  have, 
by  dividing,  exposed  it  to  great  danger ;  which, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  mainly  ob- 
viated and  avoided  by  the  canons  system  Nor 
am  I  at  all  surprised  at  the  opposition  to  it  by 
tiie  honorable  gentleman  from  I^'ew  York,  (Mr. 
King.)  That  sentleman  was  a  leading  chief  of 
the  Federal  party,  and  he,  no  doubt,  thinks, 
what  I  know  and  believe,  that,  owing  to  the 
caucus  system,  his  party  was  prostrated,  and 
the  Bepublican  party  brought  into  power ;  by 
which  diange,  I  firmly  beUeve,  and  every  Be- 

Eublican  does  believe,  that  the  nation  has  greatly 
enefited.  I  adhere  to  tiiiat  which  has  rendered 
such  essential  service  to  my  country,  and  the 
party  to  which  I  belong.  The  bridge  which 
has  carried  me  safe  over,  I  call  a  good  bri^;e. 
The  caucus  system  has  heretofore  been  ap- 
proved. I  attended  several,  was  president  at 
one— and  consistency  of  conduct  called  impe- 
riously on  me  to  attend  that  lately  held,  and 
which  has  met  with  the  diswprobation  of  the 
two  gentlemen.  It  appears,  also,  to  have  met 
with  the  displeasure  of  several  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  served  in  caucus  more  than  once. 
Well,  sir,  they  have  their  reasons,  such  as  are 
satisfactory  to  themselves,  with  which  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  That  of  being  conscientiously 
against  it,  they  cannot  offer.  There  are  cer- 
tunly  some  who  think  the  system  wrong  on 
principle.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  said  so;  but  their  numbers,  among  poli- 
ticians, are  few.  I  have  not  met  with  many. 
May  we  not,  without  offence,  believe  that  men 
are  much  governed  by  the  consideration  of 
whether  the  caucus  will  or  will  not  support 
their  fiEivorite  candidate?  And  must  we  not 
believe  that  those  who  have  heretofore  attended 
caucuses,  will  find  it  difficult  to  assign  any  other 
reason  for  absenting  themselves  from  that  which 
they  now  censure  ?  Indeed,  Mr.  President,  I 
must  think  that  it  had  a  powerful  influence, 
although,  perhaps,  unknown  to  themselves.  I 
mean  no  reflection  on  any  one ;  but  form  my 
opinion  from  man  as  he  is  constituted. 

I  will  now,  Hr.  President,  take  a  view  of  the 
caucus  system,  as  it  has  operated ;  and,  I  trust, 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it  has  enabled  the 
Bepublican  party  to  mount  into  power,  and 
has  tended,  mainly,  to  maintain  them  m  it. 
Upon  this  theme  I  act  as  a  party  man,  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  wish  to 
keep  my  party  in  power;  that  I  believe  the 
caucus  system  is  the  most  effectual  means ;  and 
that,  when  we  cease  to  use  it,  we  shall  thereby 
deprive  ourselves  of  one  most  powerful  instru- 
ment. Divide  and  conquer,  is  as  old  as  history 
t— keep  together,  you  cannot  be  subdued. 

Mr.  Prudent :  On  the  first  contested  elec- 
tion, between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Adams  succeeded  by,  I  believe,  a  small 
minority.  It  was  believed  that  his  success  was 
owmg  to  want  of  a  conjoined  effort,  a  concen- 
tration of  force,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  A  caucus  was,  in  consequence, 
held  in  Philadelphia,  tiie  object  of  which  was, 


to  make  a  conjoined  effort  to  concentrate  aD 
the  strength  of  the  party,  and  to  bind  each  to 
the  other,  that  they  would  use  their  best  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferwm. 
I  did  not  attend,  but,  I  believe,  every  other 
member  of  either  House,  friendly  to  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, did  attend.  Who  were  they?  Men  cer- 
tainly as  capable  of  expounding  the  constitution 
as  any  gentleman  now  in  my  hearing ;  one  of 
tiiem  the  writer,  in  part,  of  the  Federalist,  (to 
which  we  daily  refer,)  in  fact,  all  of  them  lead- 
ers in  the  Bepublican  ranks,  and  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  the  change  by  which  the  Be- 
pnbUcan  party  came  into  power;  those  great 
men  are  now  charged,  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  with  being  promoters  of  a  system 
which,  in  its  consec^uences,  is  to  destroy  the 
constitution,  and  to  mtroduce  all  tibe  plagues 
of  Egypt.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  surprised  at  ^as 
charge)  for  the  honorable  gentleman  was  one 
of  those  who  lost  the  power.  Losers  will  com- 
plain, and  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  is  very  willing  to  put  down  a  system 
by  which  his  party  has  lost  their  power ;  it  is 
natural,  and  it  is  as  natural  for  me  to  wish  to  coor 
dnue  a  system,  by  which  I  (as  one  of  tiie  gain- 
ers) have  succeeded.  I  have  said  that  I  did  not 
attend  the  first  caucus ;  but,  sir,  I  assured  those 
who  did,  that  I  would  act  with  them,  and  I  did, 
as  the  people  of  Maryland  know.  I  used  exer- 
tions, tnat  I  think  I  should  not,  if  the  cancos 
had  not  been  held.  Its  decision^  induced  me^ 
and  others,  in  Maryland,  to  unexampled  exei^ 
tion;  much  depended  on  its  vote.  At  that 
time  the  State  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Adams.  It  was  changed  by  tiiie  exertions  made 
by  the  Bepublicans,  which,  I  speak  with  ccoi- 
fidence,  would  not  have  been  made,  if  no  cau- 
cus had  been  held. 

A  caucus  was  held  at  the  second  election  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  at  which  almost  every  Bepublican 
member  did  attend.  It  was  not  tiien  thought 
a  crime ;  on  Uie  contrary,  it  was  deemed  meri- 
torious. If  I  had  not  attended  it,  I  am  sure  my 
constituents,  at  that  time,  would  have  been  dis- 
pleased ;  no  one  then  talked  of  a  caucus  being 
an  assumption  of  power ;  I  mean  no  Bepublican. 
I  believe  the  Federalists  did,  but  it  was  at- 
tributed to  the  injury  the  system  did  to  them 
as  a  party;  we  did  not  think  them  in  earnest; 
we  considered  their  opposition  as  arising  simply 
from  opposition. 

The  next  caucus  selected  Mr.  Madison,  and  I 
never  heard  that  he  thought  their  act  other 
than  constitutional;  he  had  attended  the  first 
caucus  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  principal 
leader  in  it.  He  accepted  the  nomination.  We 
all  know  that  he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Monroe. 
A  schism  was  threatened  Qyy  that  opposition) 
in  the  Bepublican  party ;  it  was  supported  by 
the  Federal  party,  and  never  was  the  Bepub- 
lican party  in  greater  danger.  What  prevented 
that  great  evil  ?  The  caucus  nomination.  Xo 
other  course  could  have  succeeded.  The  people 
rallied  round  that  nomination,  and  a  schism  was 
thereby  prevented. 
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Mr.  President:  Some  (now  present)  know 
that  a  schism  in  the  Republican  party  had  nearly 
taken  place,  on  the  election  of  the  present  Ohief 
Magistrate.  The  opposition  to  him  was  strong 
in  numbers  and  character,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Bepnblican  party 
would  be  severed.  How  was  it  avoided?  The 
Republicans  met  as  brethren  of  the  same  family, 
agreed  on  Mr.  Monroe,  and  all  supported  him. 
He  and  the  Vice  President  were  informed,  by 
letters,  signed  by  me  and  the  secretary  of  the 
caucus,  of  their  nomination,  to  which  they  re- 
plied, by  letters,  which  have  been  published. 
Neither  showed  any  reluctance  at  the  mode  of 
nomination ;  neither  ol^jected  to  a  caucus  power 
of  nomination ;  they  both  seemed  well  satisfied, 
and  appeared  to  accept  with  pleasure.  The 
present  President  expressed  himself,  with  strong 
approbation,  of  the  source  of  nomination.  His 
words  are — "Deeply  penetrated  by  this  dis- 
tinguished mark  of  confidence,  emanating  from 
Sttoh  a  source.'*    What  source  ?    The  caucus. 

I  have  shown  that  the  caucus  system  has 
been  considered,  by  our  three  Republican  Presi- 
dents, as  not  only  constitutional,  but  expedient. 
Tliey  have  never  said  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country.  It  has  existed  for 
twenty-four  years,  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple appear  just  as  safe,  and  rather  safer,  than 
some  of  us  thought  they  were  prior  to  its  being 
adopted. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  that  all  the  Republicans 
had  met  ^agreeably  to  open  invitation)  like 
brethren  of  the  same  family,  as  they  did  on  all 
former  occasions,  and  had  agreed  (as  they  might 
have  done)  on  a  candidate,  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence  t  It  might  have  con- 
tinued the  union  of  the  party.  And  of  what 
mighty  consequence  is  it,  which  of  the  candi- 
dates shall  be  successful  ?  Either  of  them  will 
do  tolerably  well.  Congress  will  take  care 
that  neither  shall  do  much  harm.  I  have  my 
preference,  I  admit;  but,  had  another  been 
selected,  I  would  have  supported  him ;  for  my 
object  is  union  in  the  Republican  party.  Gen- 
tlemen (many  of  them  my  friends)  with  whom 
I  have  acted  through  the  worst  of  times,  de- 
clined to  attend ;  their  motives  are  their  own. 
But  what  is  the  effect?  A  complete  disunion 
of  the  Republican  party,  divided  into  at  least 
four  parties ;  the  whole  in  a  state  of  distraction. 
Father  against  son,  brother  against  brother ;  all 
in  a  state  of  complete  confusion ;  and  what  for  ? 
For  a  principle  ?  Ko,  sir,  there  is  no  principle 
involved.  What,  then,  is  all  this  noise  about? 
Why,  whether  you  shall  choose  A,  B,  0,  or  D ; 
and,  choose  which  you  will  of  the  candidates, 
the  nation  will  (if  the  people  choose  such  Con- 
gresses as  the  three  last)  move  on  m^'estically 
towards  its  great  destiny.  When  I  look  around, 
I  am  surprised  at  the  excitement  artificially 
created.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  difference 
between  those  who  attended  the  caucus,  and 
those  who  did  not,  I  take  to  be  this :  that  those 
who  went,  were  anxious  to  unite  on  some  one 
Republican  candidate,  and  support  him,  be  he 


whom  he  might,  and  thus  preserve  the  union 
of  the  party ;  and  those  who  did  not  attend, 
were  willing  to  risk  all,  rather  than  run  the 
risk  of  their  candidate  being  in  the  minority. 
From  this  last,  I  except,  of  course,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Caroluia,  and  the  conscien* 
tious. 

Mr.  President:  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
where  many  of  our  great  officers  are  elected, 
there  must  be  some  mode  adopted  by  which  to 
concentrate  the  votes  of  the  people.  They 
cannot  (scattered  as  they  are)  know  the  candi- 
dates— ^it  is  morally  impossible:  the  voters 
must  therefore  depend  on  some  person,  some 
public  bodies,  or  on  private  meetings  for  infor- 
mation, as  to  the  best  character  for  the  office. 
For  instance,  "for  President."  Well,  sir,  it 
has  been  thought,  for  twenty-four  years  last 
past,  that  the  members  of  Congress,  elected  by 
the  people,  and  in  whom  they  had  deposited  aU 
confidence,  was  the  best  source  for  information. 
Has  that  source  deceived  the  people  in  any  one 
instance  ?  I  understand  that  the  Con^^ressional 
caucus  recommended  Jefferson,  Madison,  and 
Monroe.  The  people  elected  them;  and  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  reliance  placed  by 
the  people  in  the  caucus  nomination  of  all  three 
has  turned  out  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
injury  has  resulted  therefrom.  It  is  rational 
to  suppose,  that  the  members  of  Congress  have 
better  opportunities  of  knowing  the  character 
and  talents  of  the  several  candidates,  than  those 
who  have  never  seen  them,  and  never  acted 
with  them.  However,  the  caucus  mode  is  de- 
nounced, and  now  let  us  see  what  is  to  be  sub- 
stituted, for  t^ere  will  be  a  substitute.  It  is  in 
the  nature  of  our  Grovemment.  It  cannot  be 
avoided.  Well,  sir,  one  State,  by  an  act  of  its 
Legislature,  nominates  its  favorite,  that  is,  the 
fjEivorite  of  a  majority  of  the  body;  another 
Legislature,  in  tLeir  private  capacity,  nomi- 
nate their  Candidate,  and  forbid  their  members 
of  Congress,  chosen,  as  they  are,  by  the  people, 
from  recommending  a  candidate.  Now,  sir,  I 
would  ask,  how  many  of  that  Legislature  knew 
any  of  the  other  candidates  except  the  one 
recommended  by  them  ?  perhaps  three  or  four, 
who  may  have  been  in  Congress.  Other  States 
have  pursued  a  similar  course,  with  as  little 
knowledge  of  the  candidates.  Each  State  has 
its  favorite  candidate ;  of  him  they  may  know 
something.  But  how  they  can  be  capable  of 
forming  a  judgment  between  him  and  those 
who  are  opposed  to  him,  I  know  not.  Many 
State  Legislatures  have  undertaken  to  recom- 
mend, whilst  they  reprobate  the  caucus  nomi- 
nation. Another  mode  has  been  adopted :  by 
convention.  I  should  like  to  know  now  the 
delegates  to  the  convention  are  chosen:  arc 
they  by  the  people?  I  believe  not.  A  few 
people  meet ;  their  numbers  may  be  ten,  fifty, 
or  any  other  number,  and  they  appoint  the 
delegates ;  and,  thus  chosen,  they  meet  in  con- 
vention, and  select  their  candidates.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  whether  either  of  those  modes  is 
preferable  to  a  caucus,  or  whetlier  any  of  tiiem 
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are  eonal  to  it,  is  to  be  determined^  For  mj 
part,  I  thonght  the  old  mode  was  the  best,  and 
I  have  adopted  it.  I  have  exercised  my  own 
opinion.  I  have  given  mjself  no  uneasiness 
about  that  of  others.  And  I  mnst  think,  an 
kiterferenoe  with  the  opinion  of  those  who  at- 
tended the  cancns,  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
subject  matter  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eatok,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  considered 
this  subject  of  discussion  as  altogether  improper, 
and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  permittea  to 
remain  any  longer  before  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  has  now  spent  two  days  in  debating  the 
question,  whether  it  is  proper  for  members  of 
Congress  to  go  into  caucus.  He  sincerely  be- 
lie vm  that  such  a  subject  was  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  the  body,  and  that  it  would  place  the 
members  in  no  veiy  elevated  view  before  the 

Sublic.  His  object  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
iscussion.  He  suggested  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  whether  it  was  not  better  to  let  it 
end  here.  He  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  £.'s  motion  was  put,  and 
passed  m  the  negative.  The  question  then  re- 
curred on  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Maook,  of  North  Carolina,  next  addressed 
the  Chair.  He  said  that  these  resolutions  had 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  they  had 
been  maturely  considered  and  reported  upon 
by  that  committee ;  and  now,  because  a  certain 
other  subject,  not  connected  with  them,  had 
been  introduced,  no  vote  was  to  be  taken  upon 
them.  What  is  the  question  before  the  Senate  ? 
It  is  upon  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
resolutions ;  and  not  upon  their  subject-matter. 
Why  should  not  a  fair  vote  be  taken  on  them  t 
Gentlemen  who  are  not  entirely  decided  on 
business  before  the  Senate  genertdly  vote  for  a 
postponement.  He  thought  no  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution,  that  had  ever  been 
before  the  Senate,  had  so  much  in  favor  of  it, 
as  the  one  that  had  been  reported  by  this  com- 
mittee. It  had,  first  or  last,  been  reconunended 
by  almost  every  one  of  the  States.  And  now, 
after  all  the  time  that  has  been  spent  about  it. 
after  one  of  the  propositions  had  been  discussed 
at  fall  length,  they  are  all  to  be  thrown  by. 
He  well  knew  that  men  would  do,  in  relation 
to  these  things,  as  they  thought  right  He  con- 
sidered it  an  extremely  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, that  a  subject  which  hod  nothing  to  do 
with  the  real  question  before  the  Senate  had 
been  introduced,  and  was  about  to  destroy  all 
chance  of  considering  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  that  no  amendment 
could  now  be  made  to  affect  the  next  election. 
There  must  be  a  concession  of  opinion  some- 
where—everybody feels  the  embarrassments  we 
,  are  laboring  under ;  and  yet  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  and  discuss  the  amendments  by 
which  these  evils  might  be  remedied.  This 
amendment,  he  thought,  would  insure  an  elec- 
tion, without  going  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 


It  is  time  enough  to  postpone  them,  when  we 
find  that  we  cannot  make  one  that  is  fit  to  be 
adopted.  We  shall,  then,  have  done  our  duty 
to  our  constituents  as  faithfial  men.  But  now 
we  are  about  to  postpone  them  at  the  very 
threshold.  If  there  ever  was  a  time  when  the 
subject  could  be  met  ^vely,  it  is  the  present 
What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  at  the 
time  of  the  difiSculty  in  the  election  of  Jefferson 
and  Burr?  Great  anxiety  was  spread  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The 
House  of  Representatives  was  voting  thirty 
times  without  coming  to  a  decision — ^toe  most 
serious  alarm  pervaded  the  country.  And  yet, 
with  this  knowledge  before  us,  we  are  not 
willing  to  make  provision  against  similar  oc- 
currences. There  was  a  charge  of  foreign  par- 
tiality on  each  side  of  the  great  parties  existing 
at  that  time.  One  was  accused  of  fondness  for 
Uie  British ;  the  other,  for  the  French.  There 
is  no  disposition  of  that  kind  now.  We  have 
peace,  and  we  have  plenty  to  eat ;  and,  thai^ 
Heaven,  the  tariff  bill  has  not  yet  passed. 
Some  think  that  the  amendment  will  produce 
a  consolidation  of  the  Government,  and  that  the 
State  lines  will  be  lost.  But  almost  all  the 
States  have  agreed  to  it — almost  all  of  them 
have  called  for  the  districting  system.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  destroy 
the  constitution.  He  had  heard  so  much,  and 
so  often,  of  the  destruction  of  the  constitution, 
that  he  had  almost  become  an  infidel  in  respect 
to  it.  We  have  stood  a  sedition  law,  and  an 
alien  law,  and  there  is  not  much  danger  but  we 
mav  set  along  with  any  thine  else.  We  have 
had  these  amendments  resulany  brought  bef(»« 
us ;  and  now,  all  at  once,  because  allusions  have 
been  made  to  another  subject,  we  cannot  look 
at  the  amendments — we  have  got  into  a  passion, 
and  we  must  give  them  up.  Nearly  aU  the 
States  have  approved  the  districting  system — 
and  how  is  it  to  destroy  the  constitution  t  The 
liberty  of  this  nation  does  not,  nor  does  that  oS 
any  other,  depend  upon  paper.  It  must  hare  a 
foundation  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Let  a 
man  depend  upon  himself  and  he  is  free.  If 
he  is  dependent  on  another,  black  or  white,  he 
will  not  be  free.  Freedom  rests  upon  our  de- 
pendence or  independence.  The  people  had,  at 
first,  a  great  dread  of  the  President  and  Soiate ; 
but  that  fear  has  passed  away. 

We  have  now  more  candidates  for  the  Pres- 
idency than  we  have  ever  had  before.  How 
are  my  people,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  know  these 
men?  Why,  when  I  go  home,  they  will  ask 
me  whom  I  think  to  be  the  best  man;  or, 
rather,  who  will  tax  them  the  least?  which  is 
the  same  thing.  And,  I  presume,  the  same 
questions  are  put  to  other  members.  I  am  glad 
my  colleague  caUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  for  I  hope  the  subject  w91  not  be 
postponed.  In  regard  to  caucuses,  I  have  no 
confessions  to  make.  I  have  gone  into  caucna 
as  honestly  as  I  go  to  church.  I  do  not  care 
how  many  caucuses,  or  how  few,  there  are.  I 
oare  nothing  about  them.    Onoe,  however,  I 
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was,  abont  twenty  years  past,  taken  in  by  a 
caacns,  and  said  I  would  not  attend  another.  I 
had  intended  to  have  given  a  history  of  some,  on 
different  sides,  bat  it  is  decided  not  to  be  in  order. 

How  the  choice  of  Electors,  by  districts, 
conld  possibly  prevent  an  election  of  President, 
as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  I  cannot  possibly  perceive.  The  num- 
ber of  votes  given  by  the  districts  would  be 
equfld  to  that  now  given.  I  do  not  understand 
how  it  can  prevent  an  election.  Every  genera- 
tion has  its  own  notions  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
r^igion.  Religious  and  political  ideas  are  con- 
stantly changing.  The  Book  of  Judges  gives  a 
description  of  these  changes,  where  it  speaks  of 
tiie  departure  of  the  people,  after  the  death  of 
Joshua.  So  we  forgot  the  principles  which  pro- 
duced the  Revolution.  My  State,  happily,  is 
neither  a  large  nor  a  small  one.  It  enjoys  about 
an  equal  population,  and  does  not  increase  much. 
What  benefit  can  the  present  provision  of  the 
constitution  be  if  we  can  get  no  President  by 
itf  I  hope  the  Senate  will  return  to  the  con- 
^deration  of  the  proposed  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Bubkn,  the  Senate 
then  acyoumed. 

Monday,  March  22. 
AmendmenU  to  the  Constitution — Cauetts  Sys- 
tem, 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  t4>  the  constitution,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
was  again  taken  up.  The  question  was  upon 
Mr.  Miltjb's  motion  to  postpone  the  whole  sub- 
ject indefinitely. 

[The  Chair,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  discussion,  intimated  its  intention  to  re- 
strict the  debate  to  the  immediate  question 
upon  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
tions.] 

Mr.  DiGKEBBON,  of  Ncw  Jersey,  said  that  he 
was  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  although  he  had  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  pointed  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Hatne,)  which  might  be  easily  an- 
swered. He  regretted  that  the  subject  had  been 
introduced,  as  it  was  calculated  to  create  much 
unnecessary  excitement  The  discussion  of  it, 
however,  had  given  him  no  uneasiness,  either  as 
it  respected  himself^  or  his  friends;  and  he  was 
perfectly  content  to  let  it  rest  where  it  was. 

I  shall,  said  Mr.  D.,  confine  myself  to  the  mo- 
tion which  admits  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  resolutions  to  be  postponed.  And  it  is  with 
reluctance  I  again  speak  upon  this  question ;  for 
I  fear  that  it  will  be  found  impossible  in  the 
mode  now  proposed  to  introduce  any  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  the  least  bearing  upon  the  rel- 
ative power  of  the  great  and  small  States. 
Mutual  jealousies  are  easily  excited.  The  in- 
terests of  the  great  and  small  States  are  easi^ 


set  in  array  against  each  other.  Any  attempt 
to  promote  a  plan  of  mutual  concession,  a  plan 
upon  which  the  constitution  itself  was  formed, 
may  be  represented  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  one  class  of  States,  and  an  abandonment  of 
those  of  the  other.  At  this  time,  such  a  con- 
stitution as  we  now  have,  could  not  be  formed.  It 
was  adopted  at  a  fortunate  period.  Fortunately 
for  the  large  States,  still  more  so  for  the  smalL 
For  these  reasons,  I  begin  to  despair  of  seeing 
any  of  the  proposed  amendments  succeed,  un- 
less upon  a  call  of  a  convention  of  the  States, 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  constitution ;  and, 
therefore,  I  was  disposed  to  let  the  subject  rest, 
at  least  for  the  present  session. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton) 
has  shown,  in  the  strongest  colors,  the  dangers 
of  our  present  system,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
of  districting  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  choos* 
ing  a  President,  so  as  to  leave  me  but  little  to 
add  upon  that  subject.  A  bare  majority  in  the 
Legislatures  of  six  of  the  large  States,  having 
183  Electors,  can  completely  control  the  rest  of 
the  Union,  upon  the  election  of  a  President, 
under  the  present  system :  that  is,  a  little  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  con  impose  al^esident  upon  the  residue, 
amounting  to  nearly  three-fourths.  This  is  an 
enormous  power,  growing  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  constitution,  but  which  was  not  foreseen 
by  those  who  formed  that  instrument.  By  this, 
the  small  States,  containing  a  large  mtgority  of 
the  reople  of  the  United  States,  may  be  ren- 
derea  utterly  insignificant  in  the  choice  of  a 
President.  By  this,  the  voice  of  eighteen,  of 
the  twenty-four  States,  may  be  completely  sup- 
pressed. But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Taylor)  says  this  is  one  of  the  great  federal 
features  "Of  the  constitution,  which  ought  to  be 
held  sacred.  Whether  it  be  federal,  or  whether 
is  be  national,  it  is  equally  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Tins  enormous  power 
must  be  dreaded  by  all  but  those  who  wield  it. 
It  must  be  dreaded  by  all  but  the  influential 
men  in  the  great  States,  who  m^  control  those 
States,  and  through  them,  the  Union. 

The  small  States  a^  the  large  to  divest  them- 
selves of  this  enoimous  power,  by  adopting  a 
system  of  single  districts,  for  Uie  choice  of  Elec- 
tors. The  great  States  refuse  to  yield  up  any 
portion  of  this  power,  unless  the  small  States 
consent  to  make  a  corresponding  concession  on 
their  part. 

What  is  the  power  of  the  small  States,  whw 
the  election  of  a  President  devolves  upon  the 
House  of  Representatives  9  Thirty-one  Repre* 
sentatives,  firom  the  thirteen  smidl  States,  can, 
by  possibility,  elect  the  President,  against  the 
182  Representatives:  that  is,  about  one-seventh 
of  the  Representatives  may  control  the  other 
six-sevenths  upon  the  election  of  a  President. 
And  this  is  the  other  great  federal  feature  of  tiie 
constitution  to  which  some  gentlemen  of  late 
appear  to  be  much  attached.  Under  one  of 
these  great  federal  features  of  the  constitution, 
tlie  power  of  the  small  States  may  be  completely 
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merged  in  the  election  by  Electors.  Under  the 
other,  the  power  of  the  great  States  may  be  as 
completely  merged  in  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident, in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Can 
any  thing  be  more  incongrnons,  more  prepos- 
terous, more  monstrous  ?  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman ft-om  Yirginia,  who  fears  the  national, 
but  is  charmed  with  the  great  federal  features 
of  our  constitution,  compares  the  operations  of 
our  (Government  to  those  of  the  steam  engine ; 
and  he  informs  us  of  a  variety  of  safety  valves, 
by  which  the  steam  may  pass  o%  without 
danger  to  the  machine.  I  do  not  perceive  the 
efficacy  of  those  safety  valves,  in  the  dangerous 
operation  of  choosing  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  continue  those  two  great  federal 
features  of  our  constitution,  without  modlficar 
Hon,  the  engine  will  not  bear  the  force  to  be 
applied;  the  steam  will  become  irresistible ;  we 
shall  increase  the  pressure,  till  we  burst  the 
boiler. 

The  small  States,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, can  choose  a  President  against  the  voice 
of  the  large,  and  an  attempt  to  dter  the  relative 
power  of  the  States,  in  this  particular,  even  with 
their  own  consent^  for  it  cannot  be  otherwise, 
is  considered  as  a  deadly  blow  at  the  power  of 
the  small  States — a  power  necessary  to  their 
existence.  Is  it  necessary  to  the  existence  of 
the  small  States,  that  they  should  possess  a 
power,  under  any  circumstances,  to  impose  a 
President  upon  the  United  States,  against  the 
voice  of  six-sevenths,  or  even  against  the  voice 
of  a  majority  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  necessary  to 
their  existence  that  they  should  have  more 
weight  in  such  an  election  than  their  federal 
numbers  would  give  them  ?  The  exercise  of 
this  extraordinary  power  of  choosing  a  Presi- 
dent, in  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  oc- 
curred but  once  in  six  and  thirty  years,  and 
even  that  afforded  no  peculiar  advantages  to 
the  small  States.  On  the  contrary,  it  put  in 
jeopardy  their  very  existence.  A  combination 
among  six  of  the  large  States  can  completely 
oontrol  the  residue  of  the  States  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  President  by  the  Electors,  and  this 
power  may  be  called  into  operation  every  tour 
years,  and  may  be  continued  without  interrup- 
tion, as  long  as  those  States  can  agree  as  to 
their  dividends,  whUe  the  small  States  can  only 
oome  in  for  a  casual  exercise  of  their  extraor- 
dinary power,  when  the  great  States  disagree 
among  themselves,  and  which  has  happened  but 
once  since  the  establishment  of  our  Grovem- 
ment  This  power,  however,  which  may  be 
casually  exercised  by  the  small  States,  must  and 
will  leiod  to  combinations  among  the  large 
States,  to  prevent  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives;  a  regard  to  their  own  interests 
imposes  upon  them  the  necessity  of  such  com- 
Innations;  an  anomalous  case  of  a  necessity  on 
the  part  of  the  strong  to  combine  against  the 
weak. 

Of  what  advantage  is  this  power  to  the  small 
States,  which  has  been  exercised  but  once  since 
the  establishment  of  our  Government,  and  was 


then  considered  as  agreat  calamity  f  There  cu 
be  none.  What  advantage  can  there  be  in  re- 
taining a  power  which  it  will  be  dangerooa  to 
exercise?  Kone.  Ambitiousindividualsiii the 
small  States  may  casually  derive  an  importsnoe 
from  their  situation,  in  the  exerdse  of  this 
power,  but  this  can  be  of  no  importance  to  the 
people  of  the  State  to  which  such  individuals 
may  belong. 

There  is  a  power,  however,  vested  in  the  small 
States,  beyond  their  numerical  strength,  upon 
which  their  existence  depends — ^their  eqW  vote 
in  tiie  Senate  of  the  United  States.  But  thb  is  a 
power,  not  to  give  the  small  States  an  undne 
influence  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  not  to  en- 
able them  to  impose  laws  upon  the  laige  States^ 
but  a  preventive  power — a  power  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  laws  which  might  infringe  their 
rights  or  interests.  It  is  a  species  of  Teto,  by 
which  the  Senators  of  twelve  States,  howevtf 
small  the  population  of  those  States,  can  affeo- 
tuaUy  prevent  the  passing  of  any  law  which 
they  may  think  agamst  their  interests.  With- 
out tliis  power,  the  small  States  most  im- 
mediately fall  a  prey  to  the  large.  Whetho* 
this  principle  of  veto  should  have  been  carried 
further  by  the  constitution,  it  is  unneoessary 
now  to  inquire.  Fortunately,  there  is  one  point 
on  which  this  principle  of  veto  rests  in  a  single 
State — ^it  19  for  the  preservation  of  that  sacred 
part  of  our  constitution — ^the  equal  vote  of  the 
States  in  the  Senate ;  the  only  part  which  is 
put  beyond  the  reach  of  alteration.  By  the  5th 
article  of  the  constitution,  no  State,  without  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  sofi&age 
in  the  Senate ;  and,  as  no  amendment  to  the 
constitution  can  take  place,  which  will  not  ap- 
ply equally  to  all  the  States,  it  is  evident  that 
the  small  States  never  can  lose  this  right,  mikss 
they  unanimonsly  consent  to  it  All  the  fears, 
therefore,  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  that 
the  small  States,  by  giving  up  a  portion  of  power 
in  choosing  a  President,  shall  endanger  ^eir 
equal  vote  in  the  Senate,  are  without  founda- 
tion. While  a  single  principle  of  the  constiti^ 
tion  is  left,  this  right  will  remain  inviolate. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  seems  to 
think  Sie  propositi(»i  now  offered  a  per^Mtiy 
novel  one.  True,  it  has  never  before  been  pre- 
sented as  an  amendment  to  the  constitutioD ; 
but  it  is  as  old  as  the  constitution  itsell  On. 
the  17th  July,  1787,  it  was  agreed  unanimously, 
in  the  Federal  Convention,  that  the  PresideDt 
should  be  elected  by  the  National  Legislature; 
and  for  a  long  time  this  was  thought  the  safer 
mode,  even  in  the  first  instance  of  ohoosdng  a 
President,  by  this  enlightened  and  patriotic 
assembly  of  statesmen,  some  of  whom,  at  least, 
entertain  no  hostility  to  the  power  of  Ihe  small 
States.  It  was  not  then  discovered  that  sooh 
an  election  would  endanger  the  existence  of  the 
Union. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  tlunka 
there  would  be  great  danger  from  the  influence 
of  the  departments  of  the  Grovemment,  and  of 
the  Executive,  upon  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
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gresfi,  in  their  choice  of  a  President.  But,  would 
not  this  infloence  operate  as  strongly,  nay,  much 
more  so,  npon  the  House  of  Representatives, 
voting  as  States  npon  that  question,  under  the 
present  system?  Hie  gaining  one  member  of 
the  joint  meeting  would  be  no  more  than  fin- 
ing one  Tote  out  of  the  two  hundi^  and  sixty- 
one,  while  the  gaining  one  member  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  might  be  gaining  a 
twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole.  When  a 
State  has  but  one  Representatives,  this  would 
be  obviously  the  case,  as  it  would  be,  when  the 
Representatives  of  a  State  should  be  so  divided 
as  that  the  change  of  one  would  give  the  vote  of 
tiie  State  to  one  candidate  or  to  the  other — so 
that,  by  possibility,  the  gaining  of  thirteen  votes 
might  change  the  fate  of  a  Presidential  elec- 
tion ;  take  it  from  one  candidate,  and  give  it  to 
another.  In  the  latter  case,  the  danger  would 
be  truly  formidable ;  in  the  former,  it  would 
be  no  greater  than  resorting  a  second  time  to 
the  Electors. 

Mr.  Taylok,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  district  system,  because  it  had  a  ten- 
dency to  deprive  all  the  States,  great  and  small, 
of  a  portion  of  theur  power,  and  because  it  in- 
terfered with  the  separate  character  of  the 
States,  as  independent  sovereignties.  He  illus- 
trated this  view  of  the  subject  by  several  re- 
marks, and  then  proceeded  to  state  that  he  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  had  been  expressed 
in  debate,  that  the  district  system  was  calculat- 
ed to  bring  the  election  of  President  into  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  T.  fully  con- 
curred in  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatiib,)  tiiat  great  evils 
would  arise  from  the  constant  interference  of 
Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  and  that 
any  amendment  to  the  constitution  would  be 
very  objectionable  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  making  that  interference  more  frequent.  He 
said  it  had  been  a  great  object  with  him  for 
many  years  to  effect  some  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  which  might  secure  the  election 
of  the  President,  without  troubling  Congress 
with  it  He  might  not  live  to  see  that  desir- 
able object  accomplished,  but  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  would. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  Congressional  caucus 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency, Mr.  T.  said  he  never  had  any  doubt  that 
such  a  nomination  was  a  clear  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  On  that  subject,  he 
believed,  his  sentiments  were  in  print.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  preposterous  for  gentlemen  to 
contend  that^  in  making  such  a  nonutnation, 
they  acted  in  their  private  capacities.  Mr.  T. 
here  entered  into  some  arguments  to  prove  that 
members  of  Congress  could  not  meet  at  the  Seat 
of  Government  and  nominate  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  without  making  it  a  public  busi- 
ness. The  people  would  so  regard  it,  and  it 
would  produce  the  same  effect  as  if  the  nomi- 
nation was  made  by  members  inr  their  legisla- 
tive capacities. 

His  honorable  friend  and  coUeague  (Mr.  Bab- 


BotTB)  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Tayloe)  had 
been  his  instructor  in  respect  to  caucusing,  and 
that  he  had  introduced  him  into  the  first  caucus 
he  ever  attended.  His  colleague,  if  he  had  re- 
ceived any  instructions  from  him  on  the  sul5' 
ject,  had  certainly  profited  greatly  by  thera. 
He  had  been  a  very  apt  scholar  in  his  lessons, 
and  had  far  outstripped  his  master.  But  his 
colleague  was  greatly  mistaken.  He  had  never 
attended  a  caucus,  cither  in  Congress  or  else- 
where, for  the  purpose  of  nominating  candidates 
for  offices.  Such  proceedings  he  considered 
very  dangerous,  and  altogether  unconstitu- 
tional 

The  meeting  to  which  the  gentleman  had  al- 
luded was  held  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
preparing  resolutions  to  be  proposed  in  the 
Legislature.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  informal 
meetings  for  preparing  bills  or  resolutions  to  be 
proposeid  to  legislative  bodies  had  any  resem- 
blance to  a  Congressional  caucus,  intended  to 
transfer  from  the  States  their  constitutional 
check  and  influence  in  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent to  Congress.  It  had  been  said,  indeed, 
that  a  Congressional  caucus  acted  only  in  their 
private  characters.  To  illustrate  this  assertion : 
we  have  all  heard  of  what  is  called  a  bull  dance. 
Suppose  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  gravest  and  most 
resectable  private  citizens  should  assemble 
ana  entertain  the  spectators  with  jigs,  rigadoons, 
and  hornpipes,  would  not  their  private  charac- 
ters be  estimated  in  contemplating  the  exhibi- 
tion ?  But,  if  the  same  number  of  members  of 
Congress  should  assemble  and  exhibit  a  similar 
scene,  would  not  their  public  characters  be  also 
estimated  f  So,  when  assembled  for  nominating 
a  President,  it  is  their  public  characters,  and 
those  only,  which  are  intended  to  influence  the 
election ;  and  such  an  influence  destroys  that  of 
the  States,  bestowed  by  the  constitution  for 
self-preservation,  by  transferring  to  Congress  a 
power  conferred  on  the  States.  Their  charac- 
ters will  follow  them  into  a  caucus,  either  for 
the  purpose  of  a  bull  dance,  or  for  nominating 
a  President. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  not  previously  men- 
tioned the  word  ea/ucu»  in  this  debate,  nor  should 
he  have  now  done  so,  had  he  not  been  person- 
ally called  upon ;  but  that,  if  the  resolutions  for 
amending  the  constitution  should  be  taken  up, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  that  subject, 
as  having  a  tendency  towards  that  consolidated 
and  concentrated  form  of  government  towards 
which  we  were  verging  with  awful  rapidity. 
At  this  juncture,  its  thorough  examination 
would  produce  an  excitement  inconsistent  with 
a  discreet  consideration  of  the  amendments ; 
and  therefore  he  concurred  in  the  proposed 
postponement. 

Mr.  KxLLT,  of  Alabama,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  began  with  observing  that  he  would  en- 
deavor, so  far  as  it  was  practicable,  to  withdraw 
the  subject  under  debate  from  tlie  fog  with 
which  it  had  been  enveloped,  and  to  conform 
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to  the  rule  of  debate  prescribed  by  the  Chair. 
He  remarked  that  the  whole  discussioa  od  this 
caucus  question  had  arisen  from  a  want  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
advocated  that  measure.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Kino)  had  been  charged  with  a 
change  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  consti- 
tutional amendments,  and  had  risen  in  his  de- 
fence, and  justified  his  disposition  to  delay  act- 
ing on  the  subject  at  this  crisis,  on  account  of 
the  central  power  which  now  presumed  to  se- 
lect candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice 
Presidency  of  the  United  States.  Whether  he 
actually  used  the  cabalistic  and  portentous 
word,  caucus^  or  not,  I  hold  it,  said  Mr.  K^  im- 
material. He  certainly  spoke  of  a  central  power 
that  had  arisen  in  this  Goyernment,  not  known 
to  the  constitution,  and  unfriendly  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation ;  and  whether  he  called  it  a 
caucus  or  not,  he  certainly  did,  said  Mr.  E., 
assure  the  gentlemen  that  he  had  no  unfriendly 
feelings  towards  any  person  who  differed  from 
him  in  opinion.  Now,  said  Mr.  E.,  this  remark 
was  received  with  the  most  extraordinary  sen- 
sitiveness on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen ;  they 
had,  with  an  ultra  chivalrous  esprit  du  corps, 
immediately  rushed  into  a  contest  on  the  caucus 
question,  and  had  entered  into  arguments  in 
support  of  that  measure.  Mr.  E.  repeated,  that 
a  very  small  portion  of  forbearance,  in  that 
stage  of  the  debate,  would  have  prevented  the 
discussion  altogether;  but,  as  gentlemen  had 
thought  proper  to  assume  a  different  course,  it 
had  certainly  become  necessary  that  their  re- 
marks should  be  answered  and  their  arguments 
refuted.  This  had  been  done  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  in  respect  to  the  argu- 
ments which  were  urged  on  the  other  side,  be- 
fore he  addressed  the  Senate.  But  other  argu- 
ments had  still  been  advanced,  and  to  these, 
Mr.  E.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  reply. 
Waiving,  for  the  present,  the  constitutional 
question,  he  would  notice  the  argument  of  the 
necessity  of  a  caucus  as  a  party  measure. 
Now,  without  arguing  how  far  a  caucus  could 
be  justified  on  that  ground,  he  would  say  that 
such  a  measure  could  certainly  not  be  justified 
as  a  narty  measure,  where  only  a  small  minority 
could  be  got  to  unite  in  it  He  had  always  un- 
^derstOod  that  the  very  first  principle  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  to  which  he  oelonged,  was,  that 
a  majority  only  could  act  or  speak  for  the  party, 
and  this,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  a  sacred  princi- 
ple, that  could  in  no  case  be  disregarded.  But 
the  gentlemen  of  the  present  day  have  con- 
quered the  difficulty  that  embarrassed  Archim- 
edes :  when  he  stood  a  solitary  Colossus  on  the 
vortex  of  mechanical  science,  he  exclaimed, 
^^  Give  me  a  place  to  stand,  and  lUl  move  the 
world."  Gentlemen  have  stricken  from  this 
sentence  the  ^^dos  pou  sto,^^  and  the  article 
^^hai,^"*  and  retain  only  the  "  ton  kosmonhinetso,^^ 
They  now  propose  to  raise  the  world  without  a 
fulcrum — here  Mr.  E.  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Chair.  The  Pbesident  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  debate  had,  on  the  former  days, 


assumed  a  much  wider  range  than  the  strict 
rules  of  order  would  authorize ;  he  himself  was 
not  then  in  the  chair ;  and  that  he  conceived  it 
to  be  his  duty,  at  this  point,  to  confijie  the  dis- 
cussion to  the  precise  question  before  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  EsLLY  said  it  was  his  intention  to 
have  replied  to  some  of  the  opinions  heretofc»« 
expressed  in  debate,  in  favor  of  the  meeting 
alluded  to ;  but,  as  the  Chair  had  decided  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so,  he  should  submit 
to  the  decision,  and  take  his  seat 

Mr.  Babboub,  who  was  in  the  chair  when  the 
discussion  alluded  to  commenced,  felt  it  his 
duty  to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him  to  aUow  a  wider  latitude  to  that  debate 
than  had  been  indicated  to  be  proper,  by  the 
Chair,  at  this  time.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
his  peculiar  situation,  in  connection  with  that 
meeting,  that  he  had  refrained  from  calling 
gentlemen  to  order  who  had  introduced  its  dis- 
cussion. He  considered  that  it  was  better  that 
the  liberty  of  debate  should  be  sometimes 
abused,  than  that  it  should  be  curtailed — the 
more  especially,  as  every  gentleman  stood  an- 
swerable before  the  country  for  any  remarks  he 
might  make  in  this  Senate. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  and  aSbet 
another  gentleman  had  risen  to  speak,  the  Yiob 
Pbebidxmt  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  if  he  chose 
to  progress. 

Mr.  Eellt  then  rose,  and  observed  that  he 
understood  himself  to  have  been  deprived  of  the 
floor  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair ;  to  which  the 
ViOB  Pbesident  replied,  that  the  merits  of  the 
question  before  the  Senate  might  be  discussed, 
and  that  the  gentleman  might  progress.  Mr. 
Eellt  then  observed,  that  he  would  not  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and 
that  if  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  reply  to 
political  doctrines  preached  here  for  home  con- 
smnption,  he  had  no  wish  to  speak. 

Wr,  Bbanoh,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting, for  their  consideration,  a  few  thooghts 
in  relation  to  the  important  sumect-matter  un- 
der discussion.  He  said  it  was  due  to  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  for  him 
to  support  the  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
which  proposes  to  establish  a  uniform  mode 
for  the  appointment  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  to  himself^  to  oppose  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  various  proposi* 
tions  now  pending.  With  the  sentiment  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  he  most  heartily  con- 
curred. 

In  entering  on  the  subject,  he  said  that  be 
should  endeavor  to  conform  to  the  dedsion  of 
the  Chair,  and  that  he  would  not  intentional^ 
bring  into  discussion  matter  foreign  from  the 
true  question  before  the  Senate;  for  he  firmly 
believed  that  the  decision  of  the  presiding  officer 
was  correct,  and  ought  to  be  enforced. 

It  would  become  necessary  for  him,  however, 
to  animadvert  on  the  constitution  as  it  is  st 
present,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
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to  the  pernicious  practices  which  had  obtained 
and  grown  up  unaer  it)  which  threatened,  ulti- 
mately, to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
It  was  the  duty  of  an  able  surgeon  to  probe  the 
wound  to  the  bottom,  that  he  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  devise  and 'apply  an  effective 
remedy. 

It  would  not  be  denied,  he  said,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
constitution  to  give  to  the  people  the  election 
of  their  Chief  Ma^^rate.  But  what  have  we 
been  told  by  my  highly  esteemed  friend  and 
colleague,  (mt,  Maoon,)  who  is  certainly  high 
authority?  Why,  that  the  President  had,  since 
the  days  of  General  Washington,  been  always 
elected  by  Congress, 

This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  most  alarming  decla- 
ration, and  surely  it  becomes  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done  to  prevent  that  from 
taking  place  in  future.  The  constitution  pro- 
vides that  the  President  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people,  through  their  Electors;  but  we  find 
that  a  plan  has  been  found  out,  setting  aside 
this  provision — ^the  President  is  to  be  chosen, 
and  the  people  are  called  upon  only  to  conform 
to  the  will  of  their  rulers.  Now,  if  these  un- 
constitutional proceedings  are  to  be  continued, 
and  the  President  hereafter  is  to  be  chosen  by 
Congress  acting  in  caucus,  it  is  manifest  that 
tiio  constitution  will  not  only  be  practically 
altered,  but  that  a  door  will  be  opened  to  the 
greatest  abuses  and  corruption.  We  will  soon 
find  that  the  President  wUl  be  chosen  only  by 
means  of  intrigue  and  management  with  the 
members  of  Congress. 

Is  not  the  mischief^  therefore,  abundantly 
evident  t  Either  make  some  alteration,  so  as 
to  give  (efficiency  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  or 
let  them  no  longer  be  deluded  with  the  falla- 
dons  idea  that  they  exercise  the  power  them- 
selves. It  is  not  worth  whUe  to  disguise  the 
fact  from  ourselves.  We  all  see  it.  Indeed,  it 
must  be  manifest  to  the  most  snperficial  ob- 
server, that  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government,  instead  of  acting  as  checks  on 
each  other,  are  naturally  drawn  to  play  into 
each  other^s  hands ;  particularly  the  Executive 
and  Congress.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, (Mr.  DiOKEBsoN,)  to  whom  I  have  listened 
with  much  pleasure,  has  failed  to  assign  any 
reason  why  it  is  unsafe  to  return  the  election  to 
the  Electors.  I  must  therefore  presume,  said 
Mr.  B.,  that  none  exists. 

Let  us  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  throw  off  this 
Qsnrped  authority,  and  return  to  the  people  the 
rights  of  which  they  have  been  wrongfully 
shorn.  From  whence  do  the  members  of  Con- 
gress derive  the  power  to  elect  the  President 
of  the  United  States?  I  hazard  nothing,  said 
Mr.  B.,  in  saying,  that  the  power  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution,  and  that  it  is,  conse- 
quently, au  encroachment  upon  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people :  the  more  alarming,  inasmudi  as 
it  is  exercised  in  the  corrupt  atmosphere  of 
Executive  patronage  and  influence.  Make  me 
President,  and  I  will  make  you  a  Minister,  a 


Secretary,  or,  at  all  events,  I  will  provide  you 
with  a  good  berth,  suited  to  your  wants,  if  not 
to  your  capacity.  And  thus  we  shall  barter 
away  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  at 
the  expense  of  the  best  inte^ej^ts  of  the  country, 
and  the  charter  of  our  liberties.  The  mischief 
is  abundantly  manifest.  Let  us  not,  then,  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  admonitions  of  duty  and  the 
voice  of  an  enlightened  community,  but  rather 
let  us  have  the  magnanimity  to  return — ^to 
leave  the  things  which  belong  to  the  constitu- 
tion, even  though,  in  doing  so,  we  part  with 
some  of  our  influence.  The  President  and  Con- 
gress were  intended,  by  the  wise  framers  of  our 
constitution,  to  act  as  checks,  each  upon  the 
other ;  but,  by  the  system  at  present  practised, 
they  lose  the  benefit  of  this  salutary  provision. 
For,  as  has  been  observed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league, the  Congress  have  always  made  the 
President,  and  will  continue  to  do  it.  Yes,  sir, 
the  voice  of  that  orthodox  and  experienced 
statesman  has  said  so,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  assertion. 

It  ought  not  to  be  said,  observed  Mr.  B.,  that 
we  are  incapable  of  acting  on  this  important 
subject  calraly  and  dispassionately.  Our  pres- 
ent session  is  comparatively  unlimited ;  it  is,  in 
truth,  the  long  session ;  our  table  is  not  bur- 
dened with  important  business;  we  sit  but  two 
or  three  hours  in  the  day,  and  but  five  days  out 
of  the  week;  this  objection  cannot,  therefore, 
be  sustained.  And  as  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  composed  of  gendemen  advanced 
in  yeara,  possessing  a  character,  and  justly,  too, 
for  their  discretion  and  intelligence,  being  hur- 
ried away  by  passion  or  excitement,  I  cannot, 
said  Mr.  B.,  believe  it  for  a  moment  We  are 
all  convinced  that  no  alteration  can  be  made  in 
time  to  affect  the  approaching  Presidential  elec- 
tion. Hence,  whatever  excitement  may  be  felt 
it  will  not  be  of  a  pernicious  character,  but  will 
rather  tend  to  elicit  the  best  and  most  effectual 
remedy.  If  we  suffer  the  present  propitious 
moment  to  pass  by,  what  may  we  expect? 
Why,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  again  fall  into  a 
state  of  apathy,  and  that  nothing  will  be  done 
until  the  people  are  again  called  on  to  elect 
another  Chief  Magistrate,  when  we  shall  have 
to  deprecate  the  recurrence  of  all  the  mischief 
at  present  complained  o^  and  which  threatens 
Buon  alarming  consequences  to  the  peace  and 
security  of  society. 

Mr.  Maoon  rose  m  explanation  of  the  allusion 
made  by  his  honorable  colleague  to  his  remark, 
that  the  President  had  always  been,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  General  Washington,  elected  by  Con- 
gress. He  repeated  the  observation,  with  a  firm 
conviction  of  its  correctness,  that  this  had  been 
the  case,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  always  would  be 
the  case.  If  the  members  of  Congress  did  not 
act  in  caucus,  they  would  influence  the  people 
in  some  other  way.  The  people  were  always 
writing  to  the  members  to  get  their  opinion 
upon  the  different  candidates,  and  their  opinions 
would  have  great  effect  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  alter  the  constitntion,  but  Congress^ 
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Baid  he,  will  eleet  the  President,  be  the  consti- 
tution  what  it  may. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  postponing  the 
whole  subject  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Een- 
tncky,  Henxy  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lan- 
man,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  and  WilliamsL 

Nays. — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Diokerson,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrio,  Macon,  Noble,  Boggles, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  and  Ware. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  said  resolution  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 


TuKSDAt,  March  28. 
Lake  Superior  Copper  Mines, 
The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Bbnton,  directing  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title  to  lands  on  the  south 
side  of  Lake  Superior,  supposed  to  contain  val- 
uable copper  mines,  was  again  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Western  Boundary  Line  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas. 
Mr.  Benton,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  December  last, 
the  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  biU  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  which  were  read, 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. — The 
report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  memorialists  represent  that  the  line,  pre- 
scribed by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for 
the  western  bonndary  of  the  Territoiy  of  Arkansas, 
will  pass  throT3gh  the  counties  of  MfUer  and  Crawford, 
and  leave  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  said 
connties  on  the  oatside  of  said  Une  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  said  Tenitofy ;  and  they  pray  that  the 
line  may  be  altered,  and  fixed  so  far  west  as  will  in- 
clude the  reaidne  of  said  counties  and  their  inhabi- 
tants. 

By  information  deriyed  from  the  Delegate  of  said 
Territory,  the  committee  are  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  thus  out  off  from  the  government 
under  which  they  had  lived,  amounts  to  about  twelve 
hundred  souls;  and  the  inquiries  which  present  them- 
selves, are :  1st.  Whether  the  said  inhabitants  shall 
be  left  as  they  are,  without  law  to  sovem  them  ?  2d. 
or,  Whether  they  shall  be  compelled  to  come  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  Territory  ?  8d.  or,  Wliether 
the  western  boundary  shall  be  extended  to  include 
them? 

The  first  altematiTe  the  committee  reject,  for  rea- 
flons  too  obvious  to  require  specification.  To  the 
second,  many  objections  are  found,  arising  from  the 
organized  state  of  the  counties;  the  daimg  which 
maty  of  the  inhabitants  set  up  for  pre-emption  rights, 


under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  1814  ; 
and,  above  all,  from  the  fact  that,  by  an  order  issaed 
from  the  War  Department,  the  15th  December,  1818, 
a  line  drawn  from  the  souice  of  the  Koamichi,  to  the 
source  of  the  Poteau,  was  fixed  as  the  limit  of  west- 
em  settlements  in  Arkansas,  and  settlers  west  of  that 
line  were  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  east  of  it ;  in 
the  execution  of  which  order,  by  the  conunandii^ 
officer  of  Fort  Smith,  on  tiie  Arkansas  River,  the  set- 
tlers in  the  now  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford  were 
not  removed,  because  found  to  be  on  the  eastern  aide 
of  the  said  line.  The  third  alternative  is,  thereibro, 
adopted  by  the  committee,  as  well  for  the  reasons 
growing  out  of  the  objections  to  the  first  and  seoond, 
as  because  a  line  further  west  will  divide  into  two 
equal  parts  the  territory  of  Uie  United  States  upon  tlie 
Arkansas^  east  of  the  Mexican  boundary,  and  will  give 
to  the  future  State  of  Arkansas  that  power  and  mag- 
nitude, to  which,  as  a  fironticr  State,  in  relation  both 
to  a  foreign  nation  and  numerous  Indian  tribes,  it  will 
be  justly  entided* 

The  adjustment  of  the  Indian  bonndary  lines  not 
being  a  sulject  of  legislation,  the  committee  do  not 
make  any  report  upon  the  existing  boundary  betwoen 
the  Choctaws  and  white  settlers  in  the  Territoiy  ef 
Arkansas.  They  leave  that  subject  to  tlie  operatkm 
of  treaties  made  or  to  be  made,  and  report  a  biH 
solely  for  the  extension  of  the  western  boundary  lias 
of  the  Tenftory  of  Arkansas.* 


Thubbdat,  March  25. 
Zahe  Superufr  Copper  Mines. 
Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a 
resolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  28d  instant,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  conntry 
on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  pni^ 
pose  of  extinguishing  their  title  to  certain  dis- 
tricts supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of 
copper ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  aeocmd 
reading. 

General  Appropriation  Bill 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  beiag 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  ^^  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government^  for  the 
year  1621,*'  with  the  several  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto,  by  the  Gonmiittee  on  Finance  of 


*  The  bill  which  aooompanled  this  report,  and  whieh  w«a 
passed  Into  a  law,  (which  was  afterwards  most  nnfortsnately 
repealed,)  extended  the  western  boandar7  of  the  teirltony 
forty  miles  west,  upon  a  breadth  of  three  hundred ;  and  flam 
the  excellence  of  the  territory  added  wonld  hare  made  Ar- 
kansas a  State  of  nearly  the  first  daaa.  The  Jbllawtng  was 
the  bill,  as  it  passed,  and  became  a  law : 

Be  U  enacUdj  dbe.^  That  the  western  bonndary  line  of  tha 
Territory  of  Arkansas  shall  begin  at  a  point  forty  miles  west 
of  the  southwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  rva 
south,  to  the  right  bank  of  the  BedBivor,  and  thence,  dowa 
the  river,  and  with  the  Mexican  be«uidary.  to  the  line  of  tli* 
Sute  of  Louisiatta,  any  law  heretofore  made,  to  the  oontiaiy 
notwithstanding. 

Saa  2.  And  b6  U  further  enaetsd^  That  the  sam  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  to  defhiy  the  expense  of  mnntngand  nuuik- 
ing  sold  boundary  line,  to  be  expended  under  the  dlreetioBa 
of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  bo,  and  the  aam* 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moi^y  la  tka 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
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the  Senate,  was  again  taken  np  in  Ootnmittee  of 
the  Whole. 

Oeneral  Appropriation  Bill. — Salaries  to  Ghent 
Commissioner  and  Arbitrator. 

The  Oommittee  on  Finance  propose  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  sam  of  $16,000,  ap- 
propriated *'  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator,  nnder  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  half  the 
salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  commission ;  ^  and  to 
Unsert  in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  of  ^^$2,600,'' 
together  -with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
last  year's  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

PubUe  Agent  to  take  core  of  U.  8.  Interest 
btfare  this  Commission, 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  yesterday  moved  to 
amend  this  amendment,  by  includinff,  in  this 
item,  a  provision  for  a  "public  agent,'^  to  take 
care  of  tiie  claims  before  this  oommisnon.  That 
motion  being  under  consideration,  when  the 
Senate  adjourned  yesterday,  the  question  again 
recurred  upon  it.  Mr.  Smith  made  some  fuiiher 
remarks,  in  opposition  to  the  motion.  It  was 
ODDOsed,  also,  by  Messrs.  Yak  Dtkx,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Noble,  and  Maoon  ;  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Eaton  H. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Babboub,  Kinq  of  New 
York,  and  Hatnb. 

Mr.  Kofa,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  having  inquired  by 
what  authority  the  proposed  agent  was  appoint  • 
ed,  and  what  is  the  nature  of  the  appointment, 
he  would  state  the  opinion  which  he  entertain- 
ed on  the  subjeot  The  agency  in  question 
having  no  connection  with  the  Legislature  or 
the  Judiciary,  he  conceived  it  to  be  wholly  of 
an  Executive  character,  proceeding  from,  and 
having  relation  to  the  Executive  power,  which, 
by  the  constitution,  is  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United-States.  The  President  is  author^ 
ized  to  nominate,  and,  by  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  ambassadors,  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  whose  appointments  are  not,  by 
tine  constitution,  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
which  shall  be  established  by  law.  The  enume- 
rated officers  are  created  by  the  constitution ; 
various  other  officers  of  the  United  States  are 
provided  for  by  law.  Executive  services  which 
from  time  to  time  may  be  requisite,  and  concern- 
ing which  no  law  has  made  provision,  from  the 
banning,  have  been  perfonned  by  agents,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  alone.  Should  such 
appointments  be  made  unnecessarily,  and,  in 
making  them,  it  should  be  believed  by  the  Con- 
gress that  the  Executive  power  is  employed 
corruptly  or  improvidently^  they  will  check 
saoh  appointments  by  refusmg  to  appropriate 
money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  them.  Con- 
gress in  exercising  such  check,  will  act  with 
the  disoretion  and  caution  that  the  occasion 
calls  for,  manifesting  the  consideration  and  con- 


fidence which  harmony  between  ih^  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  Government  requires. 

Thus,  soon  after  General  Washington  be- 
came President,  Baron  Steuben  was  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Halderman,  the  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  of  Canada,  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  authorized  and  prepared  to  deliver  the 
northern  posts,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  peace ; 
and,  upon  General  Halderman's  declining  to 
deliver  them,  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris,  then  in 
Europe  on  his  private  business,  was  authorized 
by  the  President,  General  Washington,  to  pro- 
ceed from  France  to  England,  to  inquire  of  the 
English  Ministry  whether  orders  had  been  or 
would  be  sent  to  the  Commander-in-chief  in 
Canada  to  evacuate  the  American  posts,  ac- 
cording to  treaty.  The  Baron  Steuben  and 
Mr.  G.  Morris  were  Executive  agents  on  these 
occasions.  Soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war  between  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  November  Order  of  Council  was 
issued  in  England,  by  which  their  armed  ves- 
sels wete  instructed  to  detain,  and  send  into 
port  for  adjudication,  all  American  vessels  em- 
ployed in  a  trade  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  carry  on  in  peace ;  and  the  British  ships 
of  war  detained  American  ships,  and  impressed 
their  seamen  in  the  West  India  seas.  These 
proceedings  induced  President  WAsmNGTOir  to 
send  Mr.  Higginson,  of  Bonton,  to  the  islands, 
and  to  obtain  from  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  i 
copies  of  the  decrees  of  condemnation  of  Amer- 
ican vessels  and  cargoes,  and  to  send  these  to 
the  United  States  or  to  London.  About  the 
same  time  Captain  Talbot,  of  the  Navy  of  the  . 
United  States,  was  sent  by  General  Washing- 
ton, as  an  agent,  to  ascdst  and  recover  the 
American  seamen  impressed  into  the  British 
service.  Captain  Talbot  proceeded  to  Jamaica, 
and  other  English  islands,  and  afforded  great 
assistance  and  protection  to  impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bayard  was  contemporaneously 
sent  by  General  Washington,  as  an  agent  to 
England,  to  enter,  in  the  High  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, appeals  from  the  colonial  Admiralty 
Courts,  to  engage  proctors  to  assist  him,  and  to 

Slace  in  their  hands  the  colonial  decrees  of  con- 
emnation  of  American  vessels  and  cargoes. 
All  of  these  agencies  were  derived  from  mere 
Executive  appointments ;  they  were  faithfully 
executed,  and  contributed  much  to  protect  the 
rights  and  to  secure  the  property  of  our  coun- 
trymen. 

After  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  1794, 
two  sets  of  Commissioners  met  in  America.  • 
One  concerning  the  river  St.  Croix,  assembled 
at  Halifax ;  another  concerning  debts,  convened 
at  Philadelphia.  A  third  set  of  Conunissionere 
met  at  London.  Concerning  the  debts,  an  agent 
was  authorized  by  law  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  to  be  employed  before 
the  Philadelphia  commission.  Concerning  the 
river  St.  Croix,  an  agent  was  appointed  either 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  that  State  being  con- 
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oerned  in  the  settlement  of  this  boundary.  In 
respect  to  the  London  Commissioners,  three 
sQccessive  agents  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent The  first,  Mr.  Bayard,  by  President 
Washington;  the  second,  Mr.  Samuel  Cabot, 
by  General  Washington,  or  by  his  successor, 
Mr.  Adams ;  the  third,  Mr.  Erving,  who  super- 
seded Mr.  Cabot,  by  President  Jefferson.  These 
appointments,  except  the  agent  before  the 
Philadelphia  commissioD,  were  not  made  in  pur- 
suance of  any  law,  but  considered  as  Execu- 
tive agencies,  appointed  and  employed  by  the 
Executive  alone. 

Under  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  his  successors,  Mr. 
Poinsett,  in  Bouth  America;  Mr.  B.  Provbst, 
in  Peru ;  Messrs.  Rodney,  Bland,  and  Brecken- 
ridge,  at  Buenos  Ayres;  Mr.  Baptiste  Irvine  at 
Caraocas ;  Mr.  Tod,  in  Colombia,  and  Mr.  Rob- 
inson in  Mexico,  have  been  employed  as  Execu- 
tive agents,  all  being  appointed  by  the  Execu- 
tive alone,  no  law  creating  their  respective  em- 
ployment having  been  made.  Each  and  all 
these  agents  have  been  paid  out  of  the-  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States;  appropriations  for 
which  must)  from  time  to  time,  have  been  made. 

Whether  these  agencies  have  been  carried 
further  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  Mr.  K. 
oould  give  no  information;  but  no  opposition 
is  recollected  to  have  been  made  to  them. 
Within  suitable  limits,  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  employ  agents  to  obtain  information, 
with  which  his  office  requires  he  should  be  fur- 
nished, will  hardly  be  doubted ;  and  the  prac- 
tice is  the  usage  of  aU  other  nations,  and  has 
been  that  of  the  United  States  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  under  all  the  Presidents.  The  pres- 
ent agency  is  thought  to  be  important,  and  use- 
fal  to  the  States  whose  citizens  lost  their  slaves ; 
and,  according  to  former  precedents,  this  agency 
is  well  justified ;  it  is  deemed  requisite  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whose  department  the 
subject  belongs;  it  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  American  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator ; 
and,  as  the  average  value  of  the  lost  slaves,  the 
most  important  preliminary  point,  yet  remains 
to  be  determined,  the  assistance  of  the  agent 
continues  to  be  useful,  if  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Should  the  agent  be  discontinued,  the 
session  of  the  Commissioners  will  be  prolonged, 
and  its  expense  thereby  enlai^ed ;  so  that  the 
continuance  of  tiie  agency  will  not  only  be  of 
general  utility,  but  a  measure  of  positive  econ- 
omy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kxsq*b  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  25  to  18. 
The  discussion  on  this  subject  was  continued 
till  four  o'clock.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered and  were  as  follows : 

YEAS.^Me88ra.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Misrisdippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Eentacky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,^  Knight,  Lauman,  lioyd  of  MassachoBetts, 
Mcllvaine,  Parrott,  Rnggles,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Yiiginia,  and  Ware — 25. 
Nays. — Messra  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Dicker- 


9on,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  Nohle^  Smithy 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Yan  Buren,  and  Yan 
Dyk&— la. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  26. 
Aeeaunts  of  Ootemor  Tamphhu, 
The  following  Message  was  yesterday  receiv- 
ed from  tlie  Pbesident  of  the  United  Statks  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
New  York,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  thai 
reported  in  his  favor  by  the  accounting  officers  of  tiie 
Government,  and  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  Iaw  of 
the  last  session,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  coosidera- 
tion,  I  now  communicate  to  you  the  results 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law  by  which  lias 
duty  was  e^joiued  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  fbmid- 
ed,  I  have  thought  that  I  was  authorised  to  adopt 
the  principles  laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding 
on  the  sum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  his 
services.  With  this  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of 
his  services  with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other 
disbursing  officers,  taking  into  consideratioii,  who, 
his  aid  in  obtaining  loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow 
him  five  per  cent,  for  all  sums  borrowed  and  dtsban- 
ed  by  Imn,  and  of  which  decision  I  informed  him. 
Mr.  Tompkins  has  since  stated  to  me  that  this  a]]ov> 
ance  will  not  indemnify  him  for  his  advances,  Uma^ 
expenditures,  and  losses,  in  rendering  those  aervioei^ 
nor  place  him  on  the  footing  of  those  who  loaned 
money  to  the  Government  at  that  interestiog  period. 
He  has  also  expressed  a  desire  that  I  would  anbrait 
the  subject  to  the  final  decision  of  Congress,  whidi  I 
now  do.  In  adopting  this  measure,  I  think 
to  add,  that  I  concur  fully  in  the  sentiments  4 
ed  by  the  oommittee  in  favor  of  the  very  i 
and  valuable  services  which  were  rendered  by  Mr. 
Tompkins  in  the  late  war.       JAMES  MONBOK. 

March  25,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  hud  on  the  table. 
Appropriation  Bill— Public  Agent. 

The  unfinished  husiness  of  yesterday,  being 
the  consideration  of  tlie  bill^'  Making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the 
year  1824,''  was  again  resumed,  iu  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  The  question  was  upon  striking 
out  tlie  appropriation  of  $18,000,  *^  for  the  sala- 
ries of  commissioner,  arbitrator,  and  an  agent 
under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Gheoti 
and  half  the  salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half 
the  contingent  expenses  of  said  commission," 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  of  ^  12,600," 
for  that  purpose.  This  was  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  Uie 
Senate,  as  yesterday  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
EiNo,  of  Incw  York.  The  amendment  was 
agre<Ml  to. 

Mo2n>AT,  Mardi  29. 

Portrait  of  ColumbuB^  Sc 

Mr.  DiOKEBSOK,  from  the  Select  Committee, 

appointed  on  the  11th  December  last,  on  the 

distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  build* 

ing  of  the  Capitol,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
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communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  2d  January  last,  reported  resolutions  pro- 
viding a  place  of  deposit  for  the  portrait  of 
Colnmbas,  and  directing  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
now  in  the  Department  of  State ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. — ^The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  oommittee  have  had  under  consideration 
the  following  letter  of  the  Secretaxy  of  State,  which 
was  referred  to  them : 
«« TotkePretidefU  of  ihe  Senate: 

DlEPARTKEMT  OF  StATB, 

Waahinfficny  January  1,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosbg,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  department,  from 
George  G.  Barrell,  Connd  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  informing  yon  that  the  picture  mention- 
ed in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  department,  subject  to 
such  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Barrell,  it  has  very 
recently  been  received  hero  in  a  frame,  upon  which  is 
engraved  the  following  inscription : 
*  Columbus. 
*■  Presented  to  the  nation,  by  G.  G.  Bairell,  United 
States  Consul  at  Malaga.  '  "Hie  frame  presented  by 
Parker  &  Clover,  picture  framers,  New  York,  A. 
D.  1828.» 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  ex- 
act fac-simile,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been 
made  by  direction  of  this  department,  of  ihe  original 
copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed 
on  parchment,  and  signed  by  all  the  mem&rs  of 
Congress  on  the  2d  of  August,  1776,  as  appears  by 
the  secret  journal  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies 
have  been  struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at 
the  office  of  this  department,  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  Congress. 

I  am,  with  great  reapec^  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUmCY  ADAMS." 

The  oommittee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
resolutions : 

Betoived  by  ike  Senate  and  ffouse  of  Repreeentaticee 
of  the  United  Statet  of  America,  in  Congress  ateembled : 
That  the  picture  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  be  placed  in  the  National 
libraiy. 

RteoLved,  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  now  in  the  Department  of 
State,  be  distribnted  yi  the  manner  following : 
2  copies  to  each  of  the  surviving  signers  of  the  Deo- 

laration  of  Independence ; 
2  copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
2  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madison ; 
2  copies  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette ; 
20  copies  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ; 
12  copies  to  the  different  Departments  of  Gorem- 

ment; 
2  copies  for  the  President's  House ; 
2  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room ; 
1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  States,  and 
1  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States ; 
1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of 

the  United  States,  and 
1  copy  to  the  Legisktive  Council  of  each  Teiritoiy ; 


And  the  remaining  copies  to  the  different  Univer- 
sities and  Collets  of  the  United  States,  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Umted  States  may  direct. 

Metolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  o(  the  said 
copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  made, 
agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Indian  Fur  Trade, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  "  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  prevent  foreign- 
ers from  trading  with  the  Indians  irithin  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to  secure  the 
far  trade  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  United 
States."  Mr.  Elliott  was  called  to  the  Ohair. 
The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  that  the  provisions  it  con- 
tained were  bottomed  npon  the  fact,  that  foreign- 
ers instigated  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  Missouri 
to  kill  and  pUlage  American  citizens.  To  pre- 
vent these  outrages,  and  save  the  fur  trade  to 
our  own  citizens,  it  was  necessaiy  to  exclude 
these  foreigners  wholly  from  the  dominions  of 
the  United  States.  As  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  bill,  it  became 
his  duty  to  sustain  the  views  it  presented;  and, 
in  doing  so,  he  would  recall  to  the  recollection 
of  the  Senate  that,  from  the  day  of  our  inde- 
pendence, the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
have  been  constantly  harassed  by  the  machina- 
tions of  foreigners  among  the  Indians  within 
our  own  boundaries. 

In  the  South,  the  instigations  of  the  Spanish 
authorities,  and  the  incitements  of  a  foreign 
mercantile  house  in  Pensacola,  kept  the  South- 
em  Indians  at  war  with  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  with  a  few  intermissions,  for  a 
period  of  forty  years.  It  is  only  within  four 
or  ^Ye  years  past  that  these  hostilities  have 
ceased.  The  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  by 
putting  an  end  to  the  practices  of  foreigners, 
has  ^ven  permanent  peace  to  the  Southern 
frontier. 

The  Northwest  has  presented  a  more  ex- 
tended tJieatre  for  the  same  kind  of  machina- 
tions. The  Western  posts  were  retained,  from 
the  peace  of  '83,  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
that  date,  until  the  year  '96.  The  pretext  for 
the  retention  was,  the  non-payment  of  debts 
claimed  by  the  British  merchants ;  the  motive, 
to  monopolize  the  fur  trade,  to  retain  the  con- 
trol of  the  Indians,  and  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  Western  settlements.  The  first  of  these 
motives  was  admitted  in  the  year  '89  by  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  and  Mr.  Pitt  The  admission 
was  made  to  Mr.  Gouvernenr  Morris,  authorized 
by  President  Washington  to  sound  the  British 
Ministry  on  the  subject  of  restoring  tiie  North- 
western posts,  and  entering  a  commercial  treaty 
with  the  United  SteA/es^-^MarshalPa  Life  ^ 
WittshiTigtany  tol,  6,  p,  276.)  The  second  was 
proclaimed  by  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  Oanada,  in  the  year  '92 — ^proclaimed 
under  circumstances  which  admitted  of  no  de- 
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nial,  in  a  public  speech  to  prepare  the  Western 
Indians  for  a  war  with  the  United  States. — 
(American  State  Papers,  vol  2,  p,  66.)  British 
traders,  protected  by  their  Government,  and  in- 
cited by  their  own  cupidity,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing on  the  great  Inaian  war  which  desolated, 
for  so  many  years,  the  frontiers  of  Kentucky 
and  Ohio,  overwheluied  two  American  armies 
with,  disastrous  defeat,  and  was  only  terminated 
by  the  great  victory  of  General  Wayne  in  the 
year  *94,  on  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,  in  sight 
of  a  British  garrison.  This  war  was  the  fruit 
of  the  retention  of  the  Northwestern  posts  in 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  '83.  The  knowledge 
of  this  fact  determined  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  procure,  at  any  sacrifice,  the  surrender 
of  these  posts.  The  treaty  of  '94  effected  this 
object,  but  left  to  British  subjects  the  fatal 
privilege  of  entering  our  territories  and  trading 
with  our  Indians.  The  use  which  was  made 
of  this  privilege  is  known  to  aU  America. 
Everywhere  the  British  traders  were  engaged  in 
poisoning  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  and  inciting 
them  to  war  and  hatred  against  the  Americans. 
A  circular  speech  was  composed,  and  sent 
among  all  the  tribes,  in  which  the  Great  Spirit 
was  made  to  declare  the  British  and  Indians 
were  his  own  children,  and  the  Americans  the 
children  of  the  Evil  Spirit — "that  they  grew 
from  the  scum  of  the  great  waters  when  it  was 
troubled  by  the  Wicked  Spirit,  and  the  froth 
was  driven  into  the  woods  by  a  strong  East 
wind." 

By  these  arts,  long  before  the  declaration  of 
the  late  war,  the  Indians  were  ripe  for  hostilities 
with  us,  and  their  formidable  confederacy,  in- 
flamed by  fanaticism^  extended  from  the  Lakes 
of  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  They  would 
not  even  wait  for  the  co-operation  of  their  allies, 
but  boldly  began  the  war  in  the  year  1811,  upon 
the  bloody  field  of  Tippecanoe.  In  the  three 
succeeding  years,  they  occasioned  the  expendi- 
ture of  millions  of  money,  and  the  loss  of  thou- 
sands of  lives.  Massacres,  the  recital  of  which 
freeze  the  blood,  were  repeatedly  perpetrated, 
and  British  traders  led  the  attack,  and  presided 
at  the  slaughter  of  the  wounded  and  the  cap- 
tive. Does  any  one  doubt  that  these  traders 
instigated  these  Indians  to  begin  the  war  ?  Let 
him  read  the  Message  of  President  Madison, 
recommending  war  against  England,  and  he 
will  find  the  conduct  oi  these  trt^ers  stated  as 
one  of  the  reasons  for  declaring  war  against 
that  power.  Let  him  look  to  the  papers  which 
accompanied  that  Message,  and  he  will  find  a 
volume  of  testimony  supporting  that  charge. 
Let  him  look  to  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
Congress,  to  whom  these  proofs  were  referred, 
and  he  will  find  it  unanimously  agreed  that 
these  traders,  in  a  period  of  profound  peace, 
while  carrying  on  a  lucrative  trade  withm  the 
American  Territories,  under  the  protecting 
sanction  of  a  treaty,  had  systematically  encour- 
aged the  Indians  to  war  against  us.  The  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  facts  determined  the 
A.dmimstra1ion  to  make  no  peace  with  Great 


Britain  without  excluding  her  tradersfrom  aQ  in- 
tercourse with  Indians  living  within  the  United 
States.  In  pursuance  of  this  detenninatioii,  in- 
structions were  given  to  our  commissionerB  at 
Ghent  not  to  renew  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty.  A  treaty  was  made  and  the  arti- 
cle was  not  renewed.  Great  was  the  joy  of  the 
West.  Vast  as  had  been  her  losses^  her  sacrifices 
of  brave  citizens  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
she  felt  herself  compensated  by  the  angle  ad- 
vantage of  excluding  British  traders  from  all 
intercourse  with  her  Indians.  But  the  care  of 
the  Administration  did  not  cease  witii  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty.  It  was  necessary  to  give 
it  eflfect  to  carry  it  into  execution,  not  to  suffer 
a  repetition  of  the  faithless  conduct  which  Al- 
lowed the  treaty  of  '88.  A  plan  was  inmie- 
diately  projected  to  occupy,  with  a  military 
force,  all  the commandingpositions on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  Northwest.  TTie  Falls  of  St.  Mazy, 
at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  the  F^Is  of  St. 
Anthony ;  Prairie  du  Chien ;  the  Council  Blu^; 
and  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  were  each  to  re- 
ceive a  garrison.  This  plan  of  d^ence  was  pro- 
jected in  the  year  1815,  Mr.  Madison  being 
President,  and  Mr.  Monroe  Secretary  of  War. 
It  was  a  part  of  that  system  of  defence  whidi 
covered  the  seacoast  with  fortifications.  All  the 
positions  were  occupied,  the  Yellow  Stone  ex- 
cepted. British  traders  disappeared  from  the 
Upper  Mississippi  and  the  Lower  Missouri  The 
Indians,  within  the  points  occupied  by  our 
.troops,  returned  to  habits  of  friendly  intercourse 
and  regular  trade  with  American  citizens.  But 
the  Upper  Missouri  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
British.  For  want  of  the  protection  of  a  mili- 
tary poet,  American  traders,  for  several  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  poace^  made  no  attempt 
to  penetrate  that  rich  fur  r^on  which  lies  at 
the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  1821-% 
the  first  attempts  were  made.  The  companies 
which  went  out,  were  engaged  in  hunting  as 
well  as  trading.  The  Crow  Indians,  a  numer- 
ous and  poweriul  tribe  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Yellow  Stone,  made  no  objection  to  the  use  of 
the  beaver  trap  among  them.— (ITr.  IHleAer't 
statement,  page  19,  docwaunt  No,  56.)  In  the 
Spring  and  Summer  of  1823,  hostilities  broke 
out  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  General  Ashley 
was  attacked  by  the  Arikaras,  and  lost  twenty- 
six  men,  killed  and  wounded.  The  Missouri 
Fur  Company  was  attacked  by  the  Blecldfieet 
on  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  lost  seven  men  kill- 
ed, and  fifteen  thousand  dollars*  wordi  of  furs 
and  merchandise.  M^or  Henry  was  attached 
on  the  same  river,  by  the  same  tribe  of  Indians, 
and  lost  four  or  five  men  killed.  The  Assina- 
boins  had  previously  robbed  him  of  some  tStj 
horses  upon  the  Missouri  River.  This,  contin- 
ued Mr.  Benton,  is  the  narrative  of  our  Indian 
relations  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Of  nearly 
thirty  tribes  which  are  found  there,  no  more 
than  three  have  been  hostile  to  us  I  The  <incs- 
tions  which  now  present  themselves  to  the  Sen- 
ate, are,  first,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  hoslDity 
from  these  three  tribes ;  secondly  to  provide  the 
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proper  remedy  for  preserving  peace  with  them  | 
m  future. 

On  the  first  of  these  inquiries  the  puhlic  mind 
has  been  most  scandalously  abused.  Soon  after 
the  perpetration  ot  the  outrages  on  the  Upper 
Missouri,  a  letter,  without  name,  purporting  to 
have  been  written  by  an  Indian  agent  in  St 
Louis,  appeared  in  all  the  Atlantic  papers.  It 
justified  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  ascribed 
their  robberies  and  murders  to  a  just  resentment 
of  hunting  and  "  trapping  "  on  their  lands,  con- 
tained the  usual  portions  of  abuse  upon  Ameri- 
can traders,  and  of  sentimental  love  and  affection 
for  the  oppressed  children  of  the  forest.  I 
knew  tiie  letter  to  be  a  fabrication,  but,  to  satr 
isfy  the  Senate  on  that  point,  an  interrogatory 
was  addressed  to  Major  Graham,  United  States 
agent  beyond  the  lOssissippi,  and  Mr.  Pilcher, 
partner  in  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  Their 
answers  will  be  found  in  number  56,  of  the  doc- 
nments  of  this  session.  Major  Graham  states, 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  this  letter,  and  does  not 
believe  "  such  a  letter  could  be  written  by  an  In- 
dian agent."  Mr.  Pilcher  states,  that  he  saw  it  at 
St.  Louis  in  an  Atlantic  newspaper — ^mentioned 
it  to  Migor  OTallon,  ''  who  was  indignant  at 
its  contents"— and  that  he  and  Migor  Graham 
are  the  only  Indian  agents  upon  the  Missouri. 
This  testimony  fixes  the  false  character  of  this 
letter;  its  diabolical  intention  was  carried  upon 
its  face.  It  was  intended  to  poison  the  public 
mind — ^to  overwhelm  American  traders  with 
public  odium — ^prevent  Congress  from  inter- 
fering for  their  protection,  and  then  continue  to 
the  Sritish  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  ftir 
trade  beyond  the  Mandan  villages. 

The  justification  set  up  by  the  Arikaras  is  un- 
true in  point  of  fact  No  hunting  or  "  trapping  " 
had  taken  place  upon  their  grounds.  Major 
Graham,  in  the  document  just  quoted,  says  that 
he  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Mr.  Pilcher 
states,  that  no  instances  had  come  to  his  knowl- 
edge ;  that  the  Ankara  country  contained  very 
litde  far.  The  circumstances  of  the  attack 
upon  General  Ashley  prove  the  falsehood  of  this 
pretended  justification.  He  arrived  at  the  An- 
kara villages  on  the  80th  day  of  May,  on  his 
way  to  the  Rocky  Mountiuns;  stopped  upon 
the  request  of  the  chiefs ;  traded  on  the  first 
day  of  June  for  forty  or  Mtj  horses ;  and  was 
preparing  to  resume  his  voyage  on  the  morning 
of  tiiie  2d,  when  he  was  treacherously  attacked, 
and  had  twenty-six  men  killed  and  wounded. 
{Document  No.  2.)  Here  was  neither  hunting 
upon  the  Arikara  grounds,  nor  time  for  any 
0uch  thing  to  have  token  place.  Whence,  then, 
the  hostility  of  these  Indians?  It  is  of  old 
date,  and  almost  commensurate  with  the  com- 
mencement of  our  acquaintance  with  them.  It 
b^an  about  the  year  1808,  in  the  attack  and 
defeat  of  an  expeditition  sent  by  the  United 
States  to  carry  home  the  Mandan  chief,  who 
accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  upon  their  return  from  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  Lieutenants  Prior  and  Ohoteau 
commanded  the  expedition;  the  flag  of  the 
VouVn.— S6 


United  States  waved  at  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
yet  it  was  attacked,  defeated,  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  St  Louis,  and  no  atonement,  no  satis- 
faction has  ever  been  obtained  for  this  outrage. 
The  United  States  submitted  to  the  attack  upon 
her  flag,  the  murder  of  her  soldiers,  the  dis« 
grace  of  defeat,  and  afterwards  smuggled  home 
the  Vftni^An  chief  by  the  aid  of  a  fur  trader. 
Their  late  conduct  may  be  stated  in  the  words 
of -Mr.  Pilcher. — Document  No,  66 : 

<*  I  know  that  the  Arikaras  killed  a  man  abont  ilie 
year  1816,  or  '17,  a  little  above  the  Big  Bend  of  the 
Missouri  River,  in  the  Sioox  conntzy,  who  was  in  the 
employment  of  some  of  the  fnr  traders  of  St  Louis. 
I  kaiow  that  a  war  party  of  the  Arikaras,  amonntiDg 
to  80  or  90  men,  came  do¥m  to  that  coontry  (Sionz) 
iu  the  month  of  April,  1820,  and  robbed  two  trading- 
houses  established  by  the  Missouri  For  Company  for 
the  trade  of  the  Sionx  Indians^  one  above,  the  other 
a  little  below  the  Big  Bend  oi  Missonri— beat  and 
abased  the  men  in  charge  of  the  houses,  and  then 
continued  down  the  river  to  the  trading-hooses  of 
another  company,  and  robbed  them  of  a  oonsiderable 
amount  of  merchandise,  firom  the  owner's  account, 
not  less  than  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  dollars. 
I  know  that  some  of  the  princq>al  braves  of  that  na- 
tion attempted,  during  the  last  Winter,  to  rob  my 
clerk  while  in  their  own  villages,  and  committed  vio- 
lence npon  him.  In  the  month  of  March  last,  after 
this  derk  left  their  villages,  and  had  descended  the 
Missouri,  to  one  of  our  principal  Sionx  trading-houses, 
about  two  hundred  miles  below  the  Arikaras,  a  party 
of  that  nation,  oonsLsting  of  about  eighty  men,  came 
down  to  the  neighborhood  of  this  house,  met  six  of 
our  voyageun,  a  few  miles  ftom  it,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  collecting  the  furs  and  peltries  purchased 
from  the  Sioux,  stnpped  them  naked  in  the  prairie, 
robbed  them  of  their  clothes,  stole  three  or  four 
horses  or  mules,  beat  each  of  ^em  severely,  and  left 
them  naked  in  the  prairie.  The  same  party  cam» 
that  night  and  fired  on  the  house,  stole  another  horse,, 
and  went  oS.  A  day  or  two  sabseqnent  to  these  ont- 
rages  another  party,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and. 
fif&en  men,  came  in  daylight,  and  attacked  thU 
house.  Mr.  McDonald,  one  cf  my  partners,  his  clerk, 
and  eight  or  ten  tfoyageurtj  defended  themselves  and 
the  house,  which  contained  a  large  amount  «f  prop- 
erty. In  this  affiur  the  Arikaras  Tost  two  men^Ulled, 
and  probably  three  or  four  wounded." 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fact,  that  all  these  depredations  were  com-; 
mitted  in  the  country  of  the  Sioux,  two  hundred 
miles  from  that  of  the  Arikaras,  under  circum- 
stances which  forbid  the  boldest  of  their  de- 
fenders to  set  up  the  pretext  of  repulsing  hun- 
ters and  "  trappers  "  fix>m  their  violated  grounds. 

The  fabricated  letter  put  up  another  apology 
for  the  Arikaras.  It  justified  their  attack  upon . 
Greneral  Ashley,  upon  the  ground  of  retaliation 
for  the  two  men  (one  of  them  the  son  of  a  chieQ 
killed  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  This 
justification  implies  that  the  members  of  thia 
company  had  no  right  to  repulse  an  attack  upon 
their  house,  when  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
Arikaras  went  two  hundred  miles  into  the  SiouZn 
country  to  rob  and  murder  its  inhabitants  I. 
But  the  Arikaras  themselves  set  up  no  such  exr 
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cnse.  In  their  entreaties  to  General  Ashley  to 
stop  and  trade  with  them,  they  expressed  regret 
for  the  affair  with  the  Missouri  Fur  Company ; 
and  said,  that  "  the  angry  feelings  occasioned  by 
that  alfray  had  vanished,  and  that  they  con- 
sidered the  Americans  as  friends." — {Document 
No.  2.)  What,  then,  was  their  inducement  to 
attack  General  Ashley  ?  The  same  which  led 
them  two  hundred  miles  to  kill  and  pillage  the 
traders  in  the  Sioux  country — ^love  of  blood  and 
plunder;  and  above  all,  the  contempt  of  Ameri- 
cans, inspired  by  the  successful  and  unpunished 
attack  upon  the  United  States  troops,  in  the 
year  1808.  The  British  traders  stand  acquitted 
of  this  crime.  Major  Graham  and  Mr.  Pilcher 
{Document  No.  56)  say,  they  have  no  reason  to 
suspect  these  traders  of  instigating  the  Arikaras. 
Upon  this  statement  of  facts,  corroborated  by 
official  documents,  Mr.  B.  averred  that  the  Ari- 
karas, from  their  first  attack  upon  Lieutenants 
Prior  and  Ohoteau,  in  1808,  to  that  upon  Gen- 
eral Ashley  in  1828,  neither  had,  nor  pretended 
to  have,  the  plea  of  preventing  hunters  from 
intruding  upon  their  grounds,  or  revenging 
previous  wrongs  upon  themselves.  Excuses  to 
this  effect  were  fabrications,  got  up  after  the 
fact,  to  justify  t^e  Indians,  and  to  criminate  the 
Americans,  and  he  regretted  to  say,  that  these 
treacherous  savages,  bathed  in  tibe  blood  of 
American  citizens,  were  greeted  with  the  pub- 
lic sympathy,  while  the  victims  of  their  bar- 
barity excite  no  more  compassion  than  if  they 
had  been  dogs. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  that  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  of  In- 
dians called  the  Blackfeet.  The  bands  of  this 
tribe  ranged  over  all  the  country  between  the 
Baskatchiwoine  and  Yellow  Stone  Rivers,  north 
and  south,  and  between  the  Mandans  and  Rocky 
Mountains,  east  and  west.  In  this  vast  district, 
drained  by  rivers  a  thousand  miles  in  length, 
there  was  not  one  resident  human  being.  All 
were  roving,  following  the  buffaloes  and  other 
Msne,  To  the  south  of  the  Yellow  Stone  live 
the  Orow  Indians,  also  numerous,  powerful,  and 
roving.  In  this  district  of  country,  on  the  head- 
waters of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  Missouri,  and 
along  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  hunt- 
ing and  "  trapping"  has  taken  place  by  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The  instances  are  stated  by  Mr. 
Pilcher,  {Document  No.  66,)  with  that  explicit 
4iandor  which  commands  the  respect  of  every 
j)er8on  who  reads  his  statement  The  first  in- 
stance occurred  about  the  year  1808.  A  com- 
/Pany,  formed  in  St.  Louis,  went  to  the  Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri,  with  the  double  object  of 
trading  with  the  Indians  and  "  trapping  "  for 
beavers.  With  the  Crows,  the  most  friendly 
intercourse  was  established ;  from  the  Blackfeet, 
nothing  but  hostility  was  encountered.  They 
attacked  the  company  wherever  they  could  be 
;found;  killed  twenty-seven  of  their  number, 
.and  drove  the  remainder  from  the  country. 
The  next  instance  did  not  occur  until  1822--|3. 
In  the  Spring  of  that  year,  a  party  of  the  Mis- 
.^Bouri  Pur  Company  penetrated  the  Three  Forks 


of  the  Missouri,  took  much  beaver  by  "tri^ 
ping,"  and  on  their  return  were  attacked  by  the 
Blackfeet,  defeated,  seven  of  their  number  kill- 
ed, and  property  taken  from  them  to  the  valoe 
of  |1 5,000.  About  the  same  time,  a  party  under 
Major  Henry  had  gone  to  the  same  region  of 
country,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  had  shared 
the  same  fate ;  they  were  attacked  by  the  Black- 
feet, and  had  eight  or  ten  men  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  next  tribe  whose  hostility  pursues  our 
traders  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  are  the  Assina- 
boins.  These,  also,  are  wandering.  They  nmgo 
principally  on  the  river,  the  name  of  whidi 
they  bear,  and  make  excursions  to  the  banks 
of  the  Missouri,  in  pursuit  of  buffaloes,  and  to 
waylay  American  traders.  No  blood  is  yet  laid 
to  their  hands ;  but  their  hostile  disposition  has 
been  repeatedly  evinced,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  Summer,  by  robbing  Major  Henry's  party 
of  some  fifty  horses,  and  making  an  attack  upon 
an  American  trading  house,  near  the  Mandans. 
Their  range  upon  the  Missouri,  is  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  the  Mand^m 
villages.  No  hunting  or  ^^  trapping  "  has  taken 
place  within  these  limits ;  none  is  alleged ;  and 
the  Assinaboins  are  left  without  the  pretext  oi 
that  justification. 

This  is  the  full  history  of  all  the  huntiiig  and 
"trapping"  on  the  Upper  Missouri.  Some  in- 
stances occurred  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
CouncU  Bluffs,  but  was  stopped  by  Mi^ 
O'Fallon,  without  having  led  to  any  hostile 
consequence.  Justice  to  the  citizens  of  Ifis- 
Bouri  requires  that  the  origin  of  these  hunting 
expeditions  should  be  stated.  They  began 
about  the  year  1808 — ^Meriwether  Lewis  being 
Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  Superintend- 
ent of  Indian  Affairs.  He  drew  a  line  between 
tbe  policy  to  be  observed  above  and  below  the 
Mandan  villages.  Below  that  point,  he  enforced 
the  act  of  1802,  against  hunters  upon  In^an 
lands;  above  that  point,  he  tolerated  and  re- 
commended hunting  and  "trapping"  expedi- 
tions. He  did  so,  as  the  only  means  of  get- 
ting the  fur  trade  from  the  British.  {Lewis  S 
Clwrl^s  Journal^  vol  2,  p.  486,  Appendix  vpon 
Indian  Affairs.)  Under  the  sanction  of  this 
authority,  the  practice  began,  and  was  revived 
in  1822-'8.  The  Government  is  not  liable  to 
censure  for  not  stopping  it,  for  their  attention 
was  only  called  to  the  subject  in  the  course  of 
the  last  Summer;  nor  the  Missouri  cituens 
liable  to  be  called  intruders,  for  they  believed 
they  had  lawful  permission. 

Mr.  B.  stated,  that  the  Arikaras,  Blackfeet^ 
and  Assinaboins,  were  the  only  Indians  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  which  were  hostile  to  the 
Americans.  Out  of  nearly  thirty  tribes,  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Rocky  Mountains,  no  more 
than  three  have  been  engaged  in  hostility 
against  us  I  The  depredations  of  one  of  theee 
tribes,  the  Arikaras,  has  been  traced  to  their 
true  cause ;  the  depredations  of  the  other  two» 
remain  to  be  accounted  for. 

It  is  admitted  that  hunting  and  *'  trapping  ^ 
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has  taken  place  on  the  ground  over  which  the 
Blackfeet  range;  it  is  admitted  that  these 
practices  lead  to  bad  consequences — ^that  thej 
ought  to  be  prevented ;  and  the  bill  now  under 
discussion,  in  addition  to  the  act  of  1802,  is  in- 
tended to  prevent  them.  But  it  is  denied  that 
the  Blackfeet  are  hostile  on  this  account.  Their 
outrages  flow  from  another  cause ;  from  a  cause 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  conduct  of  Ameri- 
can citizens.  Mr.  B.  felt  the  delicacy  and  re- 
^onsibility  of  attributing,  upon  equivocal  tes- 
timony, a  great  crime  to  an  absent  party ;  but 
he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by  his  duty  to  his 
country,  to  arraign  the  British  fur  traders  for 
all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed  by  the 
Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens. 
In  doing  so,  he  would  submit  his  reasons  and 
evidences  to  the  Senate,  and  leave  it  to  all  im- 
partial men  to  judge  of  the  truth. 

1  St.  The  British  Companies,  now  united  under 
the  charter  and  name  of  Huason  Bay,  have  an 
inducement  to  expel  American  traders  from  the 
country  beyond  the  Mandan  villages.  It  is  the 
richest  fur  region  in  the  world ;  they  have  pos- 
session of  it  at  present,  and  every  consideration 
of  interest,  every  feeling  of  cupidity,  impels 
them  to  drive  competitors  away. 

2d.  They  have  never  failed,  when  they  had 
an  inducement,  to  employ  Indians  to  kill  and 
rob  American  traders  and  citizens.  Witness 
the  scenes  upon  the  Northwestern  frontier,  from 
the  peace  of  1783  to  the  war  of  1812 ;  and,  in 
the  South,  from  the  same  peace  to  the  day  of 
the  acquisition  of  the  floridas. 

8d.  The  affray  of  Captain  Lewis,  on  his  re- 
turn from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  refers  itself  to 
British  influence.  It  happened  with  the  Minne- 
tarees  of  Fort  de  Prairie^  a  band  of  the  Black- 
feet It  took  place  on  Maria's  Eiver,  a  branch 
of  the  Missouri,  in  that  tract  of  country  over 
which  the  Blackfeet  ran^e.  It  was  the  only 
attempt  made  upon  the  lives  or  property  of 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  their  adventurous 
expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  this  at- 
tempt was  made  by  Indians  who  had  just  issued 
from  a  British  fur  trading  establishment  on 
the  Saskatchiwoine  River  I  The  inference  is 
irresistible. 

4th.  Previous  to  the  late  war,  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, trading  with  the  British  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  annually  came  across  the  Missouri 
River  in  the  region  of  the  Council  Bluffk  way- 
hud  American  traders,  robbed  them,  and  com- 
pelled their  voyageurs  to  carry  the  furs  and  pel- 
tries, thus  acquired,  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  where 
th^y  were  sold  to  British  traders  1  In  plain 
English,  the  Sioux  then  performed  for  the 
British,  on  the  Lower  Missouri,  the  service 
which  the  Blackfeet  are  now  rendering  them 
on  the  upper  waters  of  that  river.  Mr.  B. 
stated  this  fact  upon  the  authority  of  the  late 
(Governor  Lewis,  and  read  a  passage  from  Lewis 
and  Clark's  Journal,  (vol.  2,  page  442,)  which 
confirmed  it.  He  laid  particular  stress  upon  it, 
because  the  Sioux  continued  these  depredations 


as  long  as  British  traders  continued  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  and  quit  them  as  soon  as 
these  traders,  in  virtue  of  the  Ghent  Treaty, 
were  expelled  from  that  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

6th.  The  declarations  of  the  Blackfeet  to  Man- 
uel Lisa.  This  enterprising  trader  penetrated 
to  the  base  of  the  Rooky  Mountains,  about  the 
year  1808.  He  had  twenty-seven  men  killed, 
and  was  driven  from  the  country.  A  year  or 
two  afterwards,  he  succeeded  in  gaining  a  friend- 
ly interview  with  some  Blackfeet — explained 
his  object  in  having  come  to  trade  with  them, 
and  expostulated  with  them  for  the  massacre  of 
his  men.  They  told  him,  "it  was  not  their 
fault ;  that  the  British  gave  them  so  many  guns, 
knives,  and  blankets,  for  Americans'  hair,  and 
they  could  not  help  taking  it"  Mr.  B.  had 
often  heard  this  statement  from  Manuel  Lisa, 
in  St  Louis,  and  relied  upon  its  truth. 

6th.  The  attack  upon  Immell  and  Jones. 
The  massacre  of  these  gentlemen,  and  five  of 
their  companions,  and  the  loss  of  $15,000  of 
their  property,  has  been  already  stated.  The 
circumstances  attending  it  will  show  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  this  foul  deed.  Returning 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  theymet^  on  Jeflfer- 
son  River,  a  party  of  thirty-eight  Blackfeet 
Suspicious  of  their  treacherous  hostility,  the 
Americans  stood  upon  their  defence.  An  In- 
dian then  advanced  with  a  paper  in  his  hand. 
On  the  back  was  written  "  God  save  the  Eing.^' 
The  inside  was  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
the  bearer.  It  was  headed  *^  Mountain  Post^ 
1828."  The  letter  was  without  signature — 
was  written  on  the  leaf  of  an  account  book, 
and  in  the  English  langnase.  A  very  friendly 
interview  followed,  and  the  parties  separated 
with  professions  of  friendship,  and  an  engage- 
ment that  the  Blackfeet  should  trade  with  the 
Americans  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maria's  River. 
Messrs.  Immell  and  Jones  hastened  their  jour- 
ney, with  apprehensions  of  treachery.  They 
had  reached  the  Yellow  Stone  in  safety,  and 
were  following  a  trace  down  its  bank,  where 
high  hills  closing  down  upon  the  river,  created 
a  long  and  narrow  defile,  when  they  were  fired 
upon  by  an  ambuscade  of  three  or  four  hundred 
Indians.  They  were  Blackfeet,  headed  by  the 
chief  who  had  met  them,  some  days  before^ 
with  the  letter  endorsed  ^*  God  save  the  King." 

7th.  The  Blackfeet,  Assinaboins,  and  Ariku^ 
are  the  only  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi 
hostile  to  the  Americans.  The  two  first  trade 
exclusively  with  the  British ;  the  third  haa 
done  so  until  within  a  few  years  past  Messrs. 
Graham  and  Pilcher  both  say  that  all  the  tribes 
which  have  no  trade  with  the  British  are  friend- 
ly to  us;  aU  those  who  trade  with  them  are 
our  enejmeB.---(I)ocument  No.  66.)  The  Black- 
feet and  Assinaboins  not  only  trade  with  the 
British,  but  they  are  British  Indians.  They 
come  from  the  north  side  of  latitude  49.  The 
latter  come  from  the  river  whose  name  they 
bear,  a  water  of  Lake  Winipee ;  the  former  from 
the  Saskatohiwoine  River.    They  are  placed, 
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in  Sir  Alexander  KcXenzie^s  map,  upon  the 
upper  waters  of  that  river,  under  parallels 
fifty-three  and  fifty-four  of  north  latitude.  This 
was  their  positibn  in  the  year  1798,  when  Ko- 
Kenzie  yisited  them,  and  when  there  was  no 
inducement  to  give  them  a  wrong  location. 
By  what  means,  then,  are  these  Blackfeet  found 
south  of  latitude  49,  ranging  as  lords  and  mas- 
ters over  a  vast  district  of  country,  and  killing 
American  citizens  upon  the  waters  of  the  Ms- 
flouri,  upon  tlie  rivers  which  we  call  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  Gallatin?  It  is  by  virtue  of 
British  arms,  and  lawless  violence,  that  they 
do  these  thinss.  The  true  owners  of  all  that 
country  are  the  Sho-sho-nees,  and  the  different 
bands  of  the  8nake  Indians,  now  hid  in  the 
caves  and  recesses  of  the  Kocky  Mountains. 
They  have  been  driven  from  the  land  of  their 
fiftthers  by  l^e  superior  arms  of  the  British  In- 
dians. For  want  of  arms  they  have  been  un- 
able to  reconquer  their  country.  The  British 
traders  will  not  supply  them,  because  it  is  their 
interest  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Black- 
feet  ;  the  Spaniards  of  Santa  Fe  refuse,  on  the 
pretext  that  fire  arm  would  be  dangerous  to 
themselvs,  but  in  reality  because  it  is  their  policy 
to  keep  the  neighboring  Indians  as  weak  and  de- 
pendent as  possible.  In  support  of  Ihese  state- 
ments, Mr.  Benton  read  passages  from  pages 
419,  '20,  '1,  '2,  '3,  of  vol.  2,  of  Lewis  and  OlarVs 
Journal 

From  these  it  appeared  that  the  Sho-sho- 
nees  and  other  bands  of  the  Snakes^  were  the 
owners  of  the  countir  fh>m  the  base  of  the 
Bocky  Mountains,  and  covermg  all  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Yellow  Stone  and  Missouri ;  wat 
the  Saskatchiwoine  Indians,  armed  with  guns^ 
bad  invaded  their  country,  and  driven  them 
into  the  mountains;  that  they  led  the  most 
miserable  life,  subsisting  upon  roots  and  berries, 
and  only  venturing,  by  stealth,  into  their  own 
country,  in  search  of  a  buffalo ;  that  the  Black- 
feet  killed  them  wherever  they  could  find  them, 
&c. 

8th.  The  conduct  of  British  traders  to  each 
other.  The  Hudson  Bay  and  Northwest  Com- 
pany, now  united,  were  lately  rivals  in  trade. 
Out  of  that  rivalship  arose  a  war,  which  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  Each  endeavored  to 
drive  the  other  from  the  field  of  trade.  Murder 
and  robbery  were  the  means ;  themselves,  some- 
times disguised  as  Indians,  aided  by  Indians, 
were  the  instruments  of  execution.  As  an 
exemplification  of  the  character  of  this  war 
for  the  fur  trade.  Mr.  B.  read  the  account  of 
the  mABsacre  of  Gk>vemor  Semple,  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  in  the  year  1815,  by 
the  agents  and  "  half-breeds  ^'  of  the  Northwest 
Gompaay.  He  took  the  account  as  he  found 
it  in  the  London  Quarterly  Review,  a  work 
which  admits  no  fUsehood  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  British  character.  The  scene  of  the 
massacre  was  in  front  of  Fort  Douglas,  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Assinaboin  and  Ked 
Bivers,  where  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  proprietor 
of  the  Hndson  Bay  charter,  bad  planted  a 


Scotch  colony,  and  erected  a  military  work 
mounting  twentv  pieces  of  cannon,  for  the 
double  object  of  protecting  his  traders  and 
colonists.  The  oblect  of  Mr.  Bsnton  in  referring 
to  this  war,  and  showing  its  remonMless  charac- 
ter, was  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  inference 
that,  as  these  companies,  when  rivals,  endeavcx*- 
ed,  by  murder  and  robbery,  to  drive  each  other 
from  the  ftir  trade,  so  when  united,  they  woald 
naturally  pursue  the  same  means  to  drive  Ameri* 
can  citizens  fh)m  the  same  commerce. 

*'The  Bccoimt  (aays  the  Review)  given  in  the 
Montreal  Herald  of  the  12th  of  October,  evidently 


from  one  of  the  few  penonB  who  ninrived  the  i 
ere,  is  probably  the  true  one.  Fnm  this  it  uppean, 
that  a  regular  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the  North- 
west Company,  to  drive  away^  for  the  second  ttme^ 
the  people  belonging  to  the  Undson  Bay  Company, 
who  had  repossessed  themselves  of  theur  establish- 
ment on  Bed  Biver.  Goveinor  Semple,  observing 
their  approach,  said,  'We  must  go  and  meet  those 
people — let  twenty  men  follow  me.'  They  had  only 
proceeded  a  few  hundred  yaids  when  several  oolo- 
nists  came  mnning  towaru  them  in  great  dismay, 
dying  out,  'The  Northwest  Company — ^the  half- 
breeds!*  Having  advanced  half  a  mile  from  Fort 
DoDglas,  a  nnmenms  body  of  cavaliy  appeared  firom 
behind  a  wood,  snrronnded  the  Goveinor  and  his 
people,  when  one  Bouche,  a  Canadian,  rode  np  to  Mr. 
Semple,  demanding  their  fort  The  Governor  an- 
swerod,  *  Go  to  yonr  fort'  *  Ton,'  retorted  Bouche^ 
'have  destroyed  our  fort,  yon  damned  rascal' 
*  Sconndrel,*  said  the  Goveinor,  laying  his  hand  upon 
Bonche's  bridle,  'dare  yon  call  me  so?'  Bovidie 
sprang  fix>m  his  horse,  and  a  shot  was  immediate^ 
fixed,  by  which  Lientenant  Holt  felL  The  next  shot 
wounded  the  Governor,  who  called  out  to  his  men, 
'  Do  what  yon  can  to  take  care  of  yonrselvee  ;*  bat 
he  was  so  mnch  beloved  that  thev  affectionately  gath- 
ered roond  him  to  leam  what  injniy  he  had  auflfered; 
when  a  volley  of  musketry  was  poorod  into  the  groiq^ 
which  killed  several  and  wonnded  the  greater  put  of 
them. 

"  The  cavalry  galloped  towards  the  snrvivony  who 
took  off  their  hats,  and  called  for  meroy.  Bat  this 
address  for  mercy  was  made  to  the  servants  of  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  at  their  hands  was  imme- 
diately received  by  what  must  be  presmned  the  ao- 
cnstomed  measnro  of  their  compasdon — a  speedy 
teimination  of  earthly  calamities.  The  knife,  the 
axe,  or  the  ball,  in  able  and  willing  hands,  soon 
placed  in  lasting  repose,  those  whom  pain  or  terror 
had  rendered  clamorous.  Thus  fell  Governor  Sem- 
ple, a  man  of  amiable  and  modest  manners^  and  of  a 
most  humane  and  benevolent  disposition ;  his  private 
secretaiy,  the  snrgeon,  tvro  officers,  and  fifteea  set- 
tlers. Their  bodies  aro  stated  to  have  been  bar- 
barously mangled  to  gratify  die  savage  ranoor  of 
their  mnrderors,  commanded  by  a  Mr.  Cnthbert 
Grant,  who  told  the  snrvivor  that,  if  the  lemaindar 
in  the  fort  showed  the  least  resistance,  'neither 
man,  woman,  nor  child  should  be  mared.'" — VcL 
16,  131,  '2. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  &cts  and  reasons^  Mr. 
B.  submitted,  that  he  stood  folly  Jnstiiied  in 
charging  all  the  robberies  and  murders  com- 
mitted by  the  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  In- 
dians, to  the  diabolical  machinations  of  Brituh 
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traders.  The  true  cause  of  their  hostilitj 
being  shown,  the  question  is,  upon  the  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  these  outr^es,  and  pre- 
serving the  fur  trade,  within  the  Iinited  States, 
to  American  citizens. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  contem- 
plates four  provisions  to  accomplish  these  objects : 

1.  To  enter  into  treaties  of  trade  and  friend- 
ship with  the  principal  tribes  beyond  the  Missia- 
sippi. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders. 

8.  To  appoint  additional  sub-agents  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  Upper  Missoori. 

4.  To  establish  a  military  post  at,  or  beyond, 
the  Mandans. 

Mr.  B.  showed  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
each  of  these  provisions. 

"1.  To  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indians," 
was  a  power  granted  to  Congress  by  the  constitu- 
tion. So  far  as  our  own  citizens  were  concern- 
ed, they  could  be  regulated  by  law ;  but,  so  far 
as  the  Indians  were  concerned,  it  must  be  done 
by  treaty.  We  have  treaties  with  all  tiie  tribes 
on  this  side  the  Mississippi,  and  with  some  on 
the  other;  but  none  with  the  remote  tribes, 
whose  trade  would  be  so  valuable,  and  whose 
friendship  is  so  desirable  to  us.  The  bill  pro- 
poses an  appropriation  of  $10,000,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  those  treaties.  With  those 
wlio  admit  the  importance  of  the  object  to  be 
accomplished,  the  amount  of  this  appropriation 
can  furnish  no  objection. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders.  This  is  a  provision 
repeatedly  recommended,  by  both  United  States 
agents  and  traders.  It  wiU  put  an  end  to  many 
dissensions  among  the  traders,  and  secure  to  the 
Indian  the  fullest  and  fairest  market  for  the  bar- 
ter of  his  furs  and  peltries.  By  confining  the 
traders  to  particular  spots,  designated  by  the 
agents,  all  trespasses  upon  Indian  grounds  will 
be  effectaally  ]prevented. 

8.  The  appomtment  of  two  sub-agents,  subor- 
dinate to  the  principal  agent,  on  the  Upper 
Missouri.  This  measure  is  recommended  on  the 
score  of  economy,  and  from  a  conviction  that 
the  views  of  the  Government  would  be  better 
promoted,  in  that  remote  quarter,  by  active 
sub-agents,  subordinate  to  a  principal,  than  by 
several  agents,  independent  of  each  other. 

4.  To  advance  a  military  post  to  the  Upper 
Missouri.  The  number  of  troops  intended  for 
this  service,  is  four  companies.  The  committee 
have  been  careftd  to  ascertain  the  expense  of 
the  movement  Document  No.  56  will  show 
their  correspondence  with  the  War  Department, 
in  which  this  number  is  deemed  sufficient,  ana 
the  excuse  is  estimated  at  $18,100.  For  this 
sum,  it  is  computed,  by  the  Quartermaster 
General,  that  the  troops  may  be  transported, 
with  full  supplies  for  one  year. 

Mr.  BsNTON  held  this  to  be  the  main  provi- 
sion of  the  bUL  Without  it,  he  believed,  all 
the  others  would  be  vain  and  nugatory.  He 
knew  tiiat  both  Houses  of  Congress,  some  years 
since,  bad  decided  against  such  an  establish- 
ment, but  the  facts  were  not  known  tiien,  whidi 


are  now  communicated — tacU  which  show  that 
we  must  surrender  the  fur  trade  within  our  own 
limits  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  or  protect 
our  traders  by  the  advance  of  a  military  poet. 
The  most  powerful  considerations  of  interest, 
policy,  and  justice,  require  us  to  adopt  the  latter 
alternative.  I  do  not  use  these  words  at  ran- 
dom, said  Mr.  B.,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  filliuff 
up  and  rounding  off  a  sentence.  I  have  regard 
to  the  facts,  and  to  the  import  of  language, 
when  I  say  that  interest^  policy^  and  jusHoe^ 
require  the  American  fur  traders  to  be  protect- 
ed by  their  Government  The  amount  of  the 
trade,  its  peculiar  value,  and  the  encourage- 
ment it  gives  to  domestic  industry,  make  it  our 
interest  to  protect  it  The  official  returns  for 
the  last  year,  show  that  $675,000  of  capital 
were  invested  in  this  trade ;  extend  it  to  the 
Bocky  Mountains,  and  it  wiU  be  augmented  to 
at  least  a  million  per  annum,  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  years  to  come.  The  British  com- 
panies have  taken  fhrs  to  the  value  of  J6800,000 
sterling,  (about  a  miUion  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars,) for  forty  years  past  The  peculiar  value 
of  this  trade  ^ould  make  it  an  object  of  na- 
tional attention.  Cur  hat  mannfiactories  Air- 
nish  fourteen  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  hats 
per  annum.  Fur  is  the  chief  material  used  in 
this  ^eat  manufactory,  and  the  districts  of  coun- 
try trom  which  it  has  been  heretofore  obtained, 
are  rapidly  exhausting.  None  of  the  fine  furs 
can  now  be  taken  east  of  the  Mississippi.  B^ 
yond  that  river,  as  far  out  as  the  meridian  of 
the  Mandan  villages,  the  country  is  one  con- 
tinued pldn,  a  succession  of  open  prairies,  desti- 
tute of  shelter  for  ftirred  animals,  even  in  the 
period  of  gestation.  It  is  from  this  district, 
and  from  the  British  traders,  that  the  hat 
manufactories  of  the  United  States  are  now 
supplied.  But  how  long  will  this  supply  con- 
tinue ?  Certainly,  if  must  cease  in  a  few  yeare^ 
and,  unless  our  traders  are  protected  in  pene« 
trating  the  rich  and  exhausUess  tar  region  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  our  own  manufactories 
must  quit  work,  and  a  vast  sum  must  go 
to  England  annually,  to  purchase  hats  made  of 
the  fur  which  is  taken  from  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

Besides  the  magnitude  of  the  trade,  and  its 
peculiar  value,  it  has  other  claims  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  nation,  from  the  encouragement 
it  will  give  to  home  industry.  In  England  the 
fur  companies  are  cherished  by  the  Parliament, 
because  they  employ  in  their  trade  annually 
fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  ($240,000,)  of 
British  manufactured  goods.  Every  article 
which  enters  into  this  trade,  and  the  raw  mate- 
rial of  which  it  is  made,  is  the  product  of  our 
own  country.  Coarse  cottons,  woollens,  hard- 
ware, powder,  lead,  tobacco,  are  the  chief  ar- 
ticles of  this  trade.  Mr.  Pilcher,  himself  a  fur 
trader,  states,  that  all  these  articles  can  be  as 
well  manufactured  in  the  United  States  as  in 
England.  The  British  patterns,  which  have 
been  adapted  to  the  taste  and  wants  of  the 
Indians,  are  alone  to  be  followed.    No  superior 
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or  peculiar  workmanship  is  required.  Mr.  B. 
appealed  to  the  Senate  to  saj,  if,  in  this  point 
of  Tiew,  as  the  annual  consumer  of  a  vast 
amount  of  home  manufactures,  made  of  home 
materials,  the  fur  trade  was  not  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  Government  ? 

Our  policy  unites  itself  with  our  interest 
Policy  requires  us  to  preserve  the  trade  of  the 
Indians,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  their 
friendship.  Their  traders  rule  them.  They  did 
80  under  the  Colonial  Government,  when  French 
traders  led  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  settle- 
ments of  the  colonists.  They  have  done  so 
ever  since ;  the  British  trader  succeeding  to  the 
French,  and  leading  the  same  Indians  to  the 
slaughter  of  Americans.  At  this  moment,  every 
trihe  beyond  the  Mississippi,  which  trades  with 
Americans,  is  friendly ;  every  tribe  which 
trades  with  the  British,  is  at  war  with  us  I 
Justice  requires  this  protection  to  the  West. 
Atlantic  commerce  is  protected  by  ships  of  war 
in  every  sea,  by  Ambassadors  at  every  Court, 
by  a  chain  of  lighthouses,  illuminated  at  the 
annual  expense  of  $145,000,  to  light  the  return- 
ing cargo  into  port.  Shall  the  West,  then, 
solicit  in  vain  for  a  little  post,  a  handful  of  men, 
and  a  few  miserable  dollars,  to  protect  the  lives 
of  her  citizens,  upon  the  soil  of  their  country, 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  of  indis- 
pensable value  to  the  whole  Union  ?  If  any  one 
resists  this  i^peal,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  right  to  oe  just  before  we  are  generous? 
To  take  care  of  our  own  household,  before  we 
go  forth  in  quest  of  foreign  adventures  ?  We 
have  a  colony  of  deported  negroes,  upon  the 
coast  of  Africa.  We  vote  fifty  thousand  dollars 
annually,  and  send  out  a  ship  of  war  for  their 
protection.  Last  year  they  were  attacked  by 
their  fellow-countrymen,  and  seven  of  their 
number  killed  and  wounded.  The  agent  of  the 
establishment  called  onCapt.  Spence,  of  the 
United  States  ship  Cyane,  to  land  his  crew  and 
build  them  "  a  permanent  and  powerful  fortifi- 
cation." It  was  done.  A  martella  tower  of 
strong  mason  work  was  immediately  construct- 
ed, and  the  public  journals  resounded  with  ap- 
Slause.  At  this  very  session,  within  a  few 
ays  past,  we  have  repeated  our  vote  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  for  this  charitable  enterprise 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Yet  the  West  asks  for 
thirty  thousand  dollars  only  for  the  protection 
of  her  trade  and  citizens ;  and  shall  it  be  denied  ? 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  LowBiB  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  fifth  section  of  this  bill  He 
considered  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  on  this  subject,  as  very  valuable — 
several  new  points  had  been  stated  by  that 
gentleman.  He  had  entertained  an  unfavorable 
mipression  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  tribes  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  from  the  documents  communicated 
by  the  President.  He  wished  a  few  days  delay, 
in  order  again  to  examine  the  documents  to 
which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  Bbston  said  that  delay  in  the  considera- 


tion of  the  bill  would  be  destruction  to  it  It 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  it  should 
be  acted  upon  immediately.  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  occasion  for  delay.  He  answered 
some  objections  made  by  Mr.  Lowsn  to  the 
fifth  section.  The  bill  constituted  a  comfdele 
system,  and  he  would  be  unwilling  to  relin- 
quish any  section  of  it. 

Mr.  Chandleb  remarked  that  he  was  not  as 
well  informed  on  this  subject  as  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  shown  himself  to  be ;  and 
he,  therefore,  wished  for  further  time  to  ex- 
amine it.  He  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
bill  until  Wednesday  next. 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Jomxeov  of 
Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  was  then  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day,  for  Wednesday  next. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  nntal 
to-morrow. 


TuBSDAY,  March  80. 
Claims  against  the  United  States, 

The  bill  "  providing  for  the  settlement  oi  cer- 
tain pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States,** 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  was  introduced,  on  leave 
granted,  by  Mr.  Taylob,  of  Virginia,  and  re- 
ported with  sundly  amendments,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  These  amendments 
were  in  the  details  of  the  bill.  Some  remarks 
were  made  upon  them,  by  Messrs.  GnAimLSB, 
Taylob  of  Virginia,  Lowbie,  and  Babboitx. 
They  were  then  agreed  to.  The  bill  provides 
a  tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of  that  class  of 
private  claims,  upon  which  so  much  of  the  time 
of  Congress  has  been  consumed.  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  limiting 
its  operation  to  claims  of  a  certain  amount. 
Messrs.  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  and  Tatlob 
of  Virginia,  spoke  upon  this  amendment^  and 
it  was  then  agreed  to.  Mr.  Mills  submitted 
an  amendment,  limiting  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
also  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended.  The  amendments  were  agreed  to^ 
in  Senate,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob  of 
Virginia,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  March  31. 
Indian  Fur  Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  biU  ''to  oi- 
able  the  President  to  carry  into  efiTect  the  treaty 
made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  December,  1814^ 
excluding  foreigpiers  from  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States^ 
and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  United  States  to  American  citizens^'* 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Cqed- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DioESBSON  addressed  the  Chair.  He 
said  he  did  not  rise  to  offer  any  amendments  to 
the  bill;  but  to  oaU  the  attention  of  the  f 
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to  the  extent  of  one  of  its  provisions ;  which 
he  had  not  perceived  till  he  heard  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Bknton)  yesterday.  When  he  heard  the  title 
of  the  bill,  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  he  had  not  conceived  that  one,  if  not 
the  chief  object  of  it  was,  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  a  part  of  our  army  to  some 
point  on  the  Missouri — as  high  as  the  falls  of 
that  river.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  to  be  carried 
into  effect  by  this  provision  of  the  bill — ^it  could 
only  apply  to  the  ninth  article,  which  required 
that  we  should  put  an  end  to  hostilities  with 
all  the  Indian  tribes,  or  nations,  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  and  forthwith  restore  to  such 
tribes,  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  posses- 
sions, rights,  or  privileges,  which  they  may 
have  enjoyed,  or  been  entitled  to,  in  the  year 
1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities.  Similar  con- 
ditions were  required  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment As  it  is  our  own  part  of  the  treaty  only 
which  we  are  to  carry  into  effect,  this  bill  cannot 
be  intended  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  on  the 
part  of  the  British ;  that  must  be  left  for  them 
to  provide  for.  How  this  bill  is  to  produce  the 
effect  indicated  by  its  title,  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
plained. 

It  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  send  an  armed 
force,  of  four  companies  at  least,  to  some  point 
upon  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  high  as  the  falls 
of  that  river ;  which  is  about  800  miles  above 
the  Yellow  Stone,  which  is  900  miles  above 
Council  Bluffs,  which  is  650  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  Missouri — in  all,  2,850  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Missouri — ^and  this  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  protecting  traders,  but  which 
would  operate  as  a  protection  to  tne  hunters 
and  trappers  upon  the  Indian  territories. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  moving  troops 
up  the  Missouri  can  be  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  frontiers.  Council  Bluffs,  where  we 
have  a  military  establishment,  is  three  hundred 
miles  in  advance  of  the  western  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  object  cannot  be  to  make  preparations 
for  extending  our  population  to  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, for,  Siank  Heaven,  that  country  does 
not  admit  of  a  white  population.  In  the  ac- 
count of  Major  Long's  expedition  from  Pitts- 
burg to  the  Kocky  Mountains,  we  have  a  par- 
ticmar  account  of  the  vast  country  lying  be- 
tween the  meridian  of  the  Council  Bluffs  and 
the  Bocky  Mountains.    Vol  2,  page  850 : 

"  Proceeding  westward  from  the  meridian  above 
specified,  the  hilly  country  gradually  subsides,  giving 
place  to  a  region  of  vast  extent,  spreading  towards 
the  North  and  South,  and  presenting  an  undulating 
surface,  with  nothing  to  limit  or  variegate  the  view, 
but  here  and  there  a  hill,  knob,  or  insulated  tract  of 
table  land.  At  length,  the  ilocky  Mountains  break 
upon  the  view,  towering  abruptly  from  the  plains,  and 
mingling  their  snow-capped  summits  with  the  douds.** 

"  On  approaching  the  mountains,  no  other  change 
is  observable  in  the  general  a^eot  of  the  ooontiy, 


except  that  the  isolated  knobs  and  table  lands,  above 
alluded  to,  become  more  frequent,  and  more  distinct- 
ly marked.  The  bluffs,  by  which  the  valleys  of 
water-courses  are  bounded,  present  a  greater  abun- 
dance of  rocks;  stones  lie  in  greater  profusion  upon  the 
surface,  and  the  soil  becomes  more  sterile.  If  to  the 
characteristics  above  intimated,  we  add  that  of  an 
almost  complete  destitution  of  woodland,  (for  not 
more  than  one-thousandth  part  of  the  section  can 
be  said  to  possess  a  timber  growth,)  we  shall  have 
a  pretty  oonrect  idea  of  the  general  aspect  of  the 
country." 

Page  452. — *^  Throughout  this  section  of  countiy, 
the  surface  is  occasionally  ■characterized  by  water- 
worn  pebbles,  and  gravel  of  granite,  gneiss,  and 
quartz ;  but  the  predominate  characteristic  is  sand, 
which,  in  many  instances,  prevails  almobt  to  the  eiu 
tire  exclusion  of  vegetable  mould.  Large  tracts  are 
often  to  be  met  with,  exhibiting  scarcely  a  trace  of 
vegetation.  The  whole  region,  as  before  hinted,  is 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  a  timber  growth  of  any 
description.  In  some  few  instances,  however,  sandy 
knobs  and  ridges  malce  their  appearance,  thickly 
covered  with  red  cedars,  of  a  dwarfish  growtii.  There 
are  also  some  few  tracts,  clad  in  a  growth  of  pitch 
pine  and  scrubby  oaks ;  but,  in  general,  nothing  of 
vegetation  appears  upon  the  uplands,  but  withered 
grass  of  stinted  growth,  no  more  than  two  or  three 
inches  high,  prickly  pears  profusely  covering  exten> 
sive  tracts,  and  weeds  of  a  few  varieties,  which,  like 
the  prickly  pears,  seem  to  thrive  best  in  the  most 
arid  and  stenle  soils.'* 

Page  861. — *'  In  regard  to  this  extensive  section 
of  country,  we  do  not  hesitate  in  giving  the  opinion, 
that  it  is  almost  wholly  unfit  for  cultivation ;  and,  of 
course,  uninhabitable  by  a  people  depending  upon 
agriculture  for  subsistence.  Altiiough  tracts  of  fer- 
tile land,  considerably  extensive,  are  occasionally  to 
be  met  with,  yet  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  water, 
almost  uniformly  prevalent,  will  prove  an  insupera- 
ble obstacle  in  ue  way  of  settling  the  country. 
This  objection  rests  not  only  against  the  immediate 
section  under  consideration,  but  applies  with  equal 
propriety  to  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  country. 
Agreeably  to  the  best  inteUigenoe  that  can  be  had, 
concemlnff  the  country  both  northward  and  south- 
ward of  the  section,  and  especially  to  the  inferences 
deducible  from  the  account  given  by  Lewis  and 
Clark,  of  the  coxmtry  utuated  between  the  Missouri 
and  the  Rocl^  Mountains,  above  the  River  Platte^ 
the  vast  region  commencing  near  the  sources  of  the 
Sabine,  Trinity,  Brazos,  and  Colorado,  and  extending 
northwardly  to  the  49th  degree  of  North  latitude,  by 
which  the  United  States  territory  is  limited  in  that 
direction,  is,  throughout,  of  a  similar  character.  The 
whole  of  this  region  seems  peculiarly  adapted  as  a 
range  for  buffiiloes,  wild  goats,  and  other  wild  game, 
incalculable  multitudes  of  which  find  ample  pastur- 
age and  subsistence  upon  it" 

*'  This  re^^on,  however,  viewed  as  a  frontier,  may 
prove  of  infinite  importance  to  the  United  States^  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  cidculated  to  serve  as  a  barrier  to 
prevent  too  mat  an  extension  of  our  population 
westward,  and  secure  us  against  the  machinations  or 
incursions  of  an  enemy,  that  might  be  diqK»ed  to 
annoy  us  in  that  quarter." 

There  is  no  part  of  the  valuable  work  before 
me,  said  Mr.  D.,  which  has  given  me  bo  much 
pleasure  as  that  which  I  have  just  read.  It  is  a 
mekmoholy  tmth,  that  the  aborigines  of  this 
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continent  must  and  will  be  exterminated  from 
every  section  of  the  country  in  which  agricnl- 
tnre  can  be  followed  with  success.  Such  has 
been,  such  must  be  their  fate !  But  here  seemed 
to  be  a  region,  in  which  a  remnant  of  the  innu- 
merable tribes  that  once  traversed  our  forests, 
might  find  a  habitation,  safe  from  the  over- 
whelming flood  of  white  population  which  would 
otherwise  drive  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Bat  even  this  last  refuge  is  to  fail  them,  if  our 
hunters  and  trappers  are  to  be  supported  by  an 
armed  force,  while  they  utterly  destroy  the 
beaver  and  bu£Pialo  of  this  vast  region. 

It  is  intended  to  send  four  companies  to  the 
Upper  Migaouri.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  informed 
by  a  gentleman  of  great  military  experience,  and 
well  acquainted  with  that  country,  tiiat  four 
companies  would  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
the  purpose  intended ;  that  they  would  be  easily 
cut  off  by  the  Indians ;  that  it  would  not  be  Bsae 
to  send  a  smaller  force  than  two  or  three  regi- 
ments— and  if  these  should  be  stationed  as  high 
up  as  the  Falls  of  Missouri,  it  would  require  sev- 
eral regiments  more  to  be  stationed  at  differ- 
ent points  on  the  river,  otherwise,  all  supplies 
would  be  cut  off,  and  our  forces  would  perish 
for  want  of  subsistence.  Our  troops  on  the  Up- 
per Missouri  must  depend  almost  entirely  upon 
supplies  from  our  settlements  at  and  below 
Council  Bluffs.  Neither  grain  nor  cattle  can  be 
procured  in  those  sterile  regions.  Even  turnips 
cannot  be  raised  among  the  rocks  and  sand  of 
the  region  in  latitude  forty-eight.  General 
Gaines  states,  that,  within  our  Western  boun- 
daries, there  are  thirty  thousand  warriors.  They 
are,  probably,  overrated ;  -but,  no  doubt,  they 
are  sufficientiy  strong  to  destroy  any  force  which 
it  has  been  proposea  to  send  among  them. 

But  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the  bill 
is,  not  the  protection  of  the  fur  traders,  which 
is  intended,  but  the  protection  of  the  hunters 
and  trappers,  which  will  be  effected.  These 
military  posts  multiply  the  points  of  coUision 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  must  lead  to  wars 
with  them.  The  hunters  and  trappers  will  be, 
and  ought  to  be,  resisted  by  them.  Their  rights 
to  their  buffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game, 
are  as  sacred  as  our  rights  to  our  property.  It 
would  be  as  just  in  them  to  invade  our  territo- 
ries and  take  off  our  cattle,  as  it  would  be,  on 
our  part,  to  take  and  destroy  their  beaver,  and 
maoh  less  cruel.  For,  if  our  cattle  are  taken 
away,  we  soon  raise  more — ^not  so  with  the 
beaver>— once  destroyed,  or  driven  from  a  re- 
gion, they  appear  there  no  more.  Taking  away 
their  buffalo,  their  beaver,  and  their  game,  is 
striking  at  their  very  existence ;  they  look  with 
terror  upon  these  hunters  and  trappers,  as  the 
instruments  of  their  extermination.  Can  they 
be  blamed  for  resisting  them?  And  yet,  when 
they  do,  it  becomes  necessary  to  chastise  and 
subdue  them ;  although  it  may  be  against  the 
laws  of  humanity,  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  require  it.  But  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity  requires  that  we  should  avoid 
and  prevent  the  causes  of  provocation.    Have 


there  been  no  circumstances  of  aggres^oD,  which 
have  provoked  the  late  hostilities  of  the  Indians? 
The  facts  before  us  will  not  warrant  an  answer 
in  the  negative. 

General  Ashley  and  Mt^or  Henry  had  a  license 
to  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  laws  prohibit 
their  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tories. To  take  with  them  a  company  of  hunt- 
ers and  trappers  among  the  Indians,  against 
their  will,  was  itself  an  act  of  aggression  and 
hostility.  General  Ashley  traded  with  Uie 
Arikaras  for  fifty  or  sixty  horses,  without  a 
special  license  for  that  purpose.  These  were 
not  necessary  for  the  usual  purposes  of  trade. 
His  party  consisted  of  ninety  men— a  mnch 
larger  number  than  was  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  Indian  trade ;  but  not  more  than  was 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and  trap- 
ping. The  Arikaras  could  not  doubt  bnt  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of 
hunting  and  trapping.  Two  of  the  Arikaras 
had  been  killed  in  an  affiray  with  the  MLasonri 
Fur  Company ;  one  of  them,  a  son  of  a  principal 
chief  of  the  tribe,  which,  notwithstandling  their 
professions  to  the  contrary,  they  had  not  for- 
gotten. They  treacherously  attacked  General 
Ashley's  party,  and  killed  fourteen,  and  wound- 
ed nine  of  his  men,  for  which  tiiey  have  been 
severely  and  justly  chastised. 

It  is  said,  these  Indians  sell  their  fdrs  to  the 
British  traders.  If  so,  it  must  be  because  those 
traders  treat  them  more  kindly  than  ours,  give 
them  a  better  price  for  their  furs  and  peltries, 
and  sell  them  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The 
Indians  understand  their  interests  as  well  as 
their  rights,  and  when  they  can  carry  on  their 
commerce  with  our  traders  with  as  much  ad- 
vantage as  with  the  British,  ours  will  be  pre- 
ferred. The  British  traders  do  not  hunt  or 
trap  upon  the  Indian  territories,  within  their 
boundaries.  They  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
Indians  by  acts  of  kindness,  which  ours  ought 
to  do,  but  which  they  never  will  do,  while  they 
rely  upon  an  armed  force  to  enable  them  to  im- 
pose their  own  conditions  upon  the  Indians. 

We  are  told  that  the  British  traders  come 
within  our  boundaries  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 
If  so,  the  means  are  sufScient,  under  our  present 
laws,  for  their  expulsion.  We  are  also  tdd 
that  there  is  an  armed  force  at  Fort  Douglas, 
on  Moose  River,  within  our  boundaries.  If 
there  i9  such  a  force  established  there,  under  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  it  ought  to  be 
made  a  matter  of  complaint  against  that  Gov- 
ernment. A  remedy  ought  to  be  sought  by 
negotiation. 

Mr.  Benton  replied.  He  imputed  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
to  his  wont  of  information  upon  the  subject 
He  stated  that  the  title  of  the  bill  had  reference 
to  the  effect  of  the  whole  Treaty  of  Ghent,  be- 
cause that  treaty  did  not  revive  the  8d  article  of 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  In  this  respect  alone,  the 
Ghent  treaty  was  worth,  to  the  Western  States, 
all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  the  late  war 
had  cost  them.    But  how  was  it  to  be  execnted 
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against  Britiah  traders?  The  President^  as 
ezeoator  of  the  laws,  was  bound  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect.  How?  By  going  to  the 
Northwestern  frontier  in  person  to  keep  ont 
Englishmen  ?  No,  sir ;  but  by  sending  troops : 
and  this  is  what  the  bill  proposes,  and  wnat 
has  been  intended  by  two  successive  Adminis- 
trations. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  read  from 
H^jor  Long's  Journal,  to  show  tiiat  the  country 
beyond  the  Mandan  villages  was  barren,  sterile, 
and  unfit  for  cultivation.  Without  opposing 
other  authority  to  this  description  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  B.  would  ask  for  the  application  of  the 
fact,  taking  it  to  be  as  stated  by  Mcyor  Long ; 
was  it  an  argument  against  the  bill  ?  Not  at 
all.  To  the  contrary,  it  was  in  favor  of  it :  for 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  bill  to  send  ont 
an  agricultural  colony,  but  a  military  post,  to 
protect  the  fur  trade;  and,  the  more  unin- 
habitable, inaccessible,  and  mountainous  the 
country,  the  better  it  was  for  the  furred  ani- 
mals, and  the  better  theatre  it  presented  for 
the  trader. 

The  Senator  objects  to  sending  a  post  to  the 
Falls  of  Missouri.  Well:  the  bill  does  not 
name  the  Falls,  or  any  other  point  It  leaves  it 
to  the  President  to  station  the  troops  at  such 
point  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  will  accomplish 
the  objects  intended.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
name  a  precise  point  in  the  bill.  Congress 
have  their  duties  assigned  them  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  the  President  has  his,  prescribed 
by  the  same  high  authority.  It  is  the  business 
of  Congress  to  vote  the  troops  and  the  supplies ; 
it  is  the  right  of  the  President  to  employ  them 
where  the  public  service  may  require  their 
presence.  The  mouth  of  the  Teliow  Stone 
River  will  probably  be  the  point  That  name 
has  become  unpopular ;  but,  in  exciting  public 
odium  against  it,  it  may  be  well  to  look  to  the 
origin  of  its  selection.  It  was  selected  by  Lewis 
and  Clark,  on  their  return  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  as  the  proper  point  for  commanding  the 
rich  fur  trade  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  was 
approved  by  the  Administration  in  the  year 
1815,  Mr.  Madison  being  President,  and  Mr. 
Monroe  Secretary  of  War.  Recollection  of  these 
facts  will  show  that  gentlemen  miss  the  mark 
when  they  condemn  those  who  now  endeavor 
to  carry  a  post  to  the  mouth  of  the  Teliow 
Stone.  But  the  distance  is  still  objected  to. 
Eighteen  hundred  miles  beyond  the  Mississippi 
makes,  indeed,  an  appalling  sound.  But  that 
is  by  water,  followixig  the  bends  of  the  river. 
The  Rocky  Moxmtains  are  but  nine  hundred 
miles  from  the  Mississippi ;  and  a  post  at  the 
Yellow  Stone  will  be  witMn  supporting  dis- 
tances of  the  Falls  of  St  Anthony  and  the 
Goimcil  Bluffs.  The  smallness  of  the  amount 
required  for  the  transport  of  the  troops  is  ob- 
jected to;  doubtless  the  objection  would  also 
come  if  the  amount  was  large.  But  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  estimate  is  ^puted.  Thirteen 
thousand  dollars  is  said  to  be  too  little  for  tlie 
object    I  answer,  that  the  estimate  is  made  by 


the  Quartermaster  General,  upon  the  basis  that 
the  troops  will  move  in  their  own  boats.  It  is 
supported  by  the  fact  that  the  expedition  of 
Colonel  Leavenworth  cost  but  $4,000.  Every 
one  acquainted  with  the  movement  of  troops 
upon  the  Western  rivers  in  their  ovm  boats, 
can  bear  vritness  to  the  smallness  of  the  sums 
required  for  such  expeditions.  But  it  is  said 
that  the  troops  cannot  be  sustained  after  they 
are  carried  to  the  post  Such  a  statement  dero- 
gates from  the  power  of  this  Government 
Look  to  the  British  companies.  They  have 
upwards  of  three  thousand  men  in  their  service, 
stretched  across  the  continent^  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  Canada  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
River,  occupying  a  line  of  posts  farther  north 
than  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  in  a  cli* 
mate  more  inhospitable  than  on  the  banks  of 
the  Missouri,  and  without  the  advantage  of  a 
direct  communication  by  water,  either  with 
each  other,  or  with  the  settlements  in  Canada. 
Yet  these  three  thousand  men  are  sustained ; 
some  of  the  posts  they  occupy  have  been  kept 
up  for  forty  years ;  all  this  has  been  done  by  a 
company  of  fur  traders;  and  shall  it  be  ad- 
mitted tiiat.the  power  of  the  United  States  is 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  four  companies 
upon  the  Upper  Missouri  ?  But  why  obiect  to 
a  distance  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  miles 
— ^to  an  expense  of  $18,000,  when  we  send  a 
ship  of  war  annually  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
three  thousand  miles,  and  vote  $50,000  per  an- 
num to  protect  our  deported  negroes  from  the 
depredations  of  their  fellow-countrymen  ?  Gen- 
tlemen suppose  that  an  exhibition  of  force  is 
not  necessary  among  these  Indians.  They  labor 
under  a  great  mistake.  The  savage  respects 
power,  and  nothing  else.  The  Arab  of  the 
desert,  and  the  Blackfoot  of  the  Saskatchi- 
woine,  act  upon  the  same  principle.  Each 
considers  the  merchant  and  the  traveller  as  his 
lawful  prey,  and  they  kill  and  rob  him  if  they 
can. 

Mr.  DicxsBSON.  conceived  it  his  duty  to  answer 
to  some  part  of  the  remarks  that  had  just  been 
made.  He  was  not  the  eulogist  of  the  British 
traders,  or  British  fur  companies.  He  had 
said,  that,  if  the  Indians  prefer  trading  with 
them,  it  is  because  their  confidence  is  gained 
by  kind  treatment  and  fair  dealing.  As  to  the 
hostile  views  of  those  traders  and  companies 
towards  us,  he  had  said  not  one  word.  lie  had 
not  attempted  to  justify  them.  As  to  the  quar- 
rels between  the  rival  British  fur  companies, 
they  are  of  no  importance  to  us.  If  they  make 
war  upon  each  other,  it  is  their  concern,  not 
ours.  If  they  murdered  Governor  Semple,  that 
was  no  act  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States,  nor  towards  the  Indians.  It  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  subject  before  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  think  the  killing  of  the  two  Ameri- 
can Indians  has  been  satisfactorily  accountid 
for.  Surely  they  were  not  killed  because  tlu  re 
had  been  hostility  between  Governor  Lewis 
and  some  of  the  tribes  of  Indians,  or  becauso  it 
had  been  necessary  to  smuggle  a  Mandan  chief 
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around  the  Rioara  villages,  fifteen  or  sbcteen 
years  ago;  or  because  twelve  men  had  been 
killed,  under  Lisa,  long  since.  It  is  probable 
tliey  were  killed  in  some  attack  which  they 
were  rash  enough  to  make  on  the  trappers  and 
hunters  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  The 
Ricaras  probably  thought  that  their  young  men 
were  justifiable ;  and,  although  they  professed 
to  have  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  supposed 
injury,  it  is  very  evident  they  had  done  neither. 

Information  of  the  circumstances  which  I 
have  stated,  to  show  that  General  Ashley  and 
his  company,  as  well  as  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany, were  engaged  in  trapping  and  hunting  in 
the  Indian  teritories,  was  not  derived  from  the 
letter  from  the  West,  published  in  all  our 
papers,  and  which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
asserts  was  a  tissue  of  falsehoods.  It  was  de- 
rived from  a  source  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. It  was  derived  from  the  documents 
transmitted  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Btates,  with  his  message  of  the  2d  of  December 
last.  The  part  respecting  General  Ashley,  is  in 
a  letter  of  General  Atkinson,  page  88,  of  those 
documents — and  the  part  respecting  the  Mis- 
souri Fur  Company,  in  page  71,  o4  Siose  docu- 
ments ;  in  a  letter  from  William  Gordon,  upon 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  pro- 
nounced the  highest  eulogium.  What  was  said 
of  the  inteference  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company, 
to  prevent  a  peace  with  the  Ricaras,  and  of  the 
burning  their  towns,  by  this  same  Mr.  Gordon, 
and  a  Mr.  McDonald,  may  be  found  in  the  same 
document,  page  95. 

The  system  of  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  lately  pursued  is  radically  wrong.  The 
British  trading  and  fur  companies  are  not  sup- 
ported by  the  armed  force  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment ;  ^ey  have  no  means  of  insuring  suc- 
cess but  by  treating  the  Indians  kindly,  and 
dealing  with  them  fairly.  When  our  traders 
do  the  same,  they  will  meet  with  equal  success. 

Mr.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  allowing  more 
lime  for  investigation  and  inquiry,  and  was  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  sdd,  he  believed-  if 
we  intended  to  invade  the  country  of  the  In- 
dians with  a  military  force,  we  ought  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  them,  and  obtain  their  consent  to 
tiie  measure.  We  had  no  right  to  do  it  witiiout 
their  consent.  He  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  give  nim  some  iiSbrmation 
upon  this  subject.  He  wished  to  know,  also, 
if  tiie  Indian  tribes  had  not  a  right  to  conquer 
and  occupy  each  other's  territory.  If  the  tribe 
of  Blackfeet  had  come  from  Canada^  and  con- 
quered and  taken  possession  of  the  country  of 
another  tribe,  he  wished  to  know  what  right 
the  United  States  had  to  interfere  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  wished  to  be  informed,  too,  whether 
we  have  any  right  to  prevent  those  Indians  from 
going  where  they  choose — into  Canada,  or  else- 
where— ^to  trade  for  their  furs.  These  were 
important  questions  upon  these  points — ^and 
Mr.  £.  sidd  he  believea  there  had  never  been 


any  correct  understanding  on  the  subject.  He 
presumed  there  was  no  distinct  law  respecting 
it.  These  Indian  tribes  do  not  come  within 
our  jurisdiction ;  our  laws  do  not  control  them 
—even  when  they  commit  murders,  they  are 
not  amenable  to  our  laws.  It  has  always  been 
the  practice  of  the  Indians  to  go  from  one 
country  to  another ;  it  is  their  habit  to  wander 
over  the  wilderness  from  place  to  place.  Mr. 
E.  siud  he  wished  to  see  the  frineiple  by 
which  we  were  going  to  make  provisions  like 
those  contained  in  this  bill.  We  most  make 
some  treaty  with  the  Indians  before  we  can  do 
it.  Can  we  send  a  military  force  into  their 
territory  without  their  consent?  Mr.  BL  be- 
lieved we  had  never  yet  done  it.  We  have 
power  to  make  arrangements  with  them  for  the 
security  of  our  trade  with  them — ^but  this  biD 
does  more— it  goes  to  restrain  their  trade,  and 
exclude  all  others  from  it  but  ourselves.  Mr. 
E.  said  he  would  agree  to  all  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  but  that  which  provided  for 
the  sending  of  troops  into  the  Indian  countries. 
He  must  know  more  about  it  before  be  would 
consent  to  that.  He  had  merely  suggested 
these  ideas,  to  call  forth  further  informatiai 
on  the  preliminary  ground,  as  to  our  right  to 
take  the  course  proposed  in  the  bilL  He 
wished,  also,  to  know  what  prohibitions  were 
to  be  introduced,  to  regulate  our  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  answer  the  questions 
proposed  to  him  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Govermnent  to 
establish  militaxy  posts  in  the  Indian  country 
without  their  consent.  The  practice  had  ob- 
tained under  every  Administration.  All  the 
frontier  States  and  Tenitories  were  full  of  ex- 
amples. Without  going  into  an  enmneratioii 
of  instances,  which  might  be  forgotten  and  de- 
puted, he  would  state  one,  known  to  ns  all, 
sanctioned  by  us  all,  and  up  to  the  point  of  the 
gentleman^s  inquiry — ^he  alluded  to  the  post  at 
the  Council  BlufTs.  It  was  established  four 
years  ago,  under  the  orders  of  the  President^ 
and  had  secured  the  annual  sanction  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  annual  appropriatkm 
to  its  support  Tet  this  post  was  established 
upon  Indian  territory,  without  their  cGnaent^ 
and  is  maintained  without  it.  Farther,  Mr.  K 
said,  the  Senate,  in  its  capacity  of  adviser  to 
the  President,  in  his  treaty-malang  power,  had 
decided  the  same  question.  He  spoke  of  the 
Senate^s  refhsal  to  ratify  the  treaty  made  to  ex- 
tinguish the  Indian  title  to  fifteen  mnare  miles 
of  territory  to  include  the  fort  and  fields  at  the 
Council  Bluffs.  The  injunction  of  secrecy  had 
been  removed  from  the  Senate's  proceedings 
upon  that  treaty.  The  Journal  would  show 
that  the  distmguished  Senator  from  New  Toik 
had  voted  agtunst  its  ratification.  His  own 
high  authority  might,  therefore,  be  quoted 
against  himself,  in  answer  to  the  first  questi<»i 
which  he  had  put.  In  addition  to  all  this,  may 
be  quoted  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1803.  It 
is  our  code  of  Indian  laws^  enacted  under  the 
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Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  turns,  in 
every  clause,  upon  the  assertion  of  the  principle 
that  the  Indians  are  not  independent  nations; 
that  our  jurisdiction  extends  over  their  soil,  and 
over  their  acts ;  and  that  our  troops  may  he 
sent  into  their  country,  without  their  consent, 
as  often  as  our  policy  requires  it  to  he  done. 

The  second  interrogatory  put  hj  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  related  to  our  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  "  among  them- 
selves.'' Mr.  B.  said  that  there  was  no  part 
of  the  hill,  under  discussion,  which  asserted 
such  a  right,  or  proposed  to  exercise  it.  He, 
therefore,  claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  in  declining  to  answer  a 
question  not  relevant  to  the  matter  in  hand. 

The  third  interrogatory  inquired  for  the 
terms,  prohihitions,  and  regulations,  proposed 
to  he  put  into  the  projected  treaties.  Here 
again,  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  separation  of 
power  between  the  Congress  and  the  Executive. 
We  vote  the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  the  treaties;  the  President 
conducts  the  negotiations.  If  treaties  are  made, 
the  Senate^s  power  over  their  stipulations  then 
commences.  It  can  refuse  to  ratify,  if  it  dis- 
approves. The  bin  on  the  table  was  sufficiently 
indicative  of  the  object  of  the  treaties,  by  the 
description  of  '^  trade  and  friendship.''  All  the 
rest  is  given,  by  the  constitution,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  dissented  entirely 
from  the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri.  He  (Mr.  E.)  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  authority  whatever,  for  placing 
a  military  force  in  the  Indian  country,  in  a 
time  of  peace.  In  his  opinion,  we  had  no  right 
to  do  it.  He  had  never  voted  for  carrying 
troops  there.  The  treaty  to  which  the  gentle- 
man alluded,  was  rejected  upon  other  grounds. 
If  we  are  at  war  with  the  Indians,  Mr.  K.  said, 
it  would  be  different ;  but,  while  we  remain  at 
peace  with  them,  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
such  a  measure. 

Mr.  HoLMjES,  of  Maine,  said  he  must  confess 
he  was  somewhat  ignorant  of  this  subject. 
Members  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  able  to 
inquire  into,  and  inform  themselves  upon  every 
subject,  before  it  came  up  for  discussion.  He 
believed  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey 
did  not  deserve  the  censure  bestowed  upon  him 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  was  not 
wonderful  that  he  was  not  as  weU  acquainted 
with  the  subject  as  that  gentleman.  If  it  had 
been  a  bill  respecting  the  cod  or  mackerel  fish- 
ery, Mr.  H.  apprehended  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  himself  would  not  have  under- 
stood the  business  so  weU  as  he  appeared  to  at 
present.  Mr.  H.  was  apprehensive  that  the 
whole  stoiy  was  not  told.  Every  thing  that 
was  said,  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with  tiie 
Indians,  was  on  one  side.  The  poor  Indian  has 
no  one  here  to  speak  for  him.  There  is  nobody 
to  tell  us  when  the  United  States  are  wrong, 
and  the  Indians  are  right.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  has  produced  some  official 


facts  on  the  subject,  which  remain  yet  un- 
answered. Mr.  H.  believed  the  transactions  of 
General  Ashley  were  not  altogether  right  on 
his  part.  He  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  in- 
definite-postponement of  this  bill;  but,  as 
gentlemen  seemed  to  prefer  that  it  should  lie 
on  the  table,  he  would  not  propose  its  post- 
ponement. He  understood  the  object  of  the 
bill  to  be,  to  protect  our  trade  with  the  North- 
western Indians,  by  a  military  force.  This 
subject  had  been  once  ftdly  discussed  and  set- 
tled; if  not  in  this  House  of  Congress,  it  had  in 
the  other,  when  the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition 
was  under  consideration.  It  was  then  settled. 
The  principle  agreed  upon  was,  that  protection 
should  be  furnished  to  our  actual  settlements, 
by  posting  troops  in  advance  of  them ;  but  that 
the  traders  who  were  in  advance  of  those  posts 
should  be  left  to  protect  themselves.  He 
would  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  advanc- 
ing a  military  force  into  the  Indian  country 
without  their  consent.  "While  we  recognize 
them  as  sovereign  powers,  and  treat  with  them, 
we  have  no  right  to  do  it.  We  certainly  ought 
not  to  carry  a  military  force  among  them,  while 
we  admit  their  competency  to  make  treaties. 
As  long  as  we  allow  them  that  right,  we  ought 
to  respect  them.  If  we  have  a  right  to  take 
one  acre  of  their  land,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
military  post,  we  have  a  right  to  take  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  acres ;  and  we  may  thus  take 
their  whole  territory.  Have  we  a  right  to  ex- 
ercise this  power  so  long  as  we  acknowledge 
their  right  to  treat  with  us  ?  Mr.  H.  adverted 
to  the  treaty  made  at  the  Council  Bluffs,  which 
had  been  spoken  of.  He  said  that  treaty  neither 
asserted  nor  denied  our  right  to  establish  mili- 
tary posts  in  the  Indian  territory.  The  treaty 
was  rejected,  because  it  was  not  made  by  the 
lawful  authority.  It  had  no  bearing  on  this 
question.  He  would  either  make  no  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  or  he  would  use  them  as  we 
do  other  nations,  with  w^hom  we  treat.  How 
would  any  European  nation  like  it,  if  we  were 
to  march  a  military  force  into  their  country  ? 
If  we  admit  their  right  to  treaty  we  have  no 
right  to  advance  a  military  force  into  their 
country,  in  time  of  peace.  It  had  been  our 
policy  to  restrict  our  forces  to  a  certain  distance 
beyond  the  actual  settlements.  Mr.  H.  had  no 
faith  in  the  economy  with  which  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  supposed  this  transaction 
would  be  completed.  If  we  establish  this  post, 
we  shall  have  an  estimate  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  next  year,  for  additional  appropria- 
tions for  its  support.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was  not  in- 
clined to  trust  entirely  to  the  statement  of  the 
expense,  which  had  already  been  furnished. 
Intermeoiate  posts  would  be  required,  for  the 
support  of  this.  It  would  require  at  least  two 
regiments  of  troops.  This  would  take  too  large 
a  proportion  from  our  small  Army.  When 
these  objections  were  taken  into  consideration, 
he  trusted  tlie  bill  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Babton  then  offered  a  new  section,  by 
way  of  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  tnird 
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section  of  the  bill.  The  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed ;  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

And,  on  motion^  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 


Thuksdat,  April  1, 
Indian  ReservaHovs  in  Georgia. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  truDsmit  to  Congress  certain  papers  enamerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  entered  into  in  1802,  whereby  the  latter 
ceded  to  the  former  a  portion  of  the  territory  then 
within  its  limits,  on  the  conditions  therein  specified. 
By  the  4th  article  of  that  compact,  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  should,  at  their  own  expense, 
extingaish,  for  the  use  of  Geoxgia,  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions.  These 
papers  show  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  in  fulfilment  of  the  several  con- 
ditions of  the  compact,  from  its  date  to  the  present 
time,  and  particularly  the  negotiations  and  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
tide,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  pur> 
chased,  and  sums  paid  for  the  lands  they  acquired. 
They  ^ow,  also,  the  state  in  which  this  interesting 
concern  now  rests  with  the  Cherokees,  one  of  the 
tribes  within  the  State,  and  the  mability  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  make  any  further  movement  with  this  tribe, 
without  the  special  sanction  of  Congress. 

I  have  full  confidence  that  my  predecessors  exerted 
their  best  endeavors  to  execute  this  compact  in  all 
its  (parts,  of  which,  indeed,  the  sums  paid,  and  the 
lands  acquired  during  their  respective  terms,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  its  several  stipulations,  are  a  full  proof.  I 
have  also  been  animated,  since  I  came  into  this  office, 
with  the  same  zeal,  from  an  anxious  desire  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  in  the  hope  that,  by  the 
establishment  of  these  tribes  beyond  tiie  Mississippi, 
their  improvement  in  civilization,  their  security,  and 
happiness,  would  be  promoted.  By  the  paper  bear- 
mg  date  on  the  SOth  of  January  last,  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in 
this  city,  who  came  to  protest  against  any  further 
appropriations  of  money  for  holding  treaties  with 
them,  the  obligation  imposed  on  the  United  States^ 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,  to*  extinguish  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  right  of  soil  within  the  State,  and  the 
incompatibility  with  our  system,  of  their  existence  as 
a  distinct  communis  within  any  State,  were  pressed 
with  the  utmost  earnestness.  It  was  proposed  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  procure  and  convey  to 
them  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange 
for  that  which  they  hold  within  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
or  to  pay  them  for  it  its  value  in  money.  To  this 
proposal,  their  answer,  which  bears  date  lltli  of 
February  following  gives  an  unqualified  refiisaL  By 
this  it  is  manifest  that,  at  the  present  time,  and  in 
their  present  temper,  they  can  be  removed  only  by 
force,  to  which,  should  it  be  deemed  proper,  the 
power  of  the  Executive  is  incompetent. 

I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  to  declare  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  affected  in  the 
sligbtest  circumstance  by  the  compact  with  Georgia, 


and  that  there  is  no  obligatioa  on  the  United  Statei 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  fiirce.  The  exprees  atipa- 
lation  of  the  compact,  that  their  title  sh^d  be  ex- 
tinguished at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stateg,  whoa 
it  may^  be  done  peaceably  and  on  roaaonable  condi- 
tions, is  a  foil  proof  that  it  was  the  clear  and  dlsitinet 
understanding  of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  Indiaoi 
had  a  right  to  the  territoxy,  in  the  disposal  of  which 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents.  An  attempi 
to  remove  them  by  force  would,  in  my  opinioii,  be  un- 
just In  the  future  measures  to  be  adopted  in  regud 
to  the  Indians  within  our  limits,  and  m  oonseqneoce, 
withm  the  limits  of  any  State,  the  United  Statop  haw 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  character  to  sustain,  to  whidi 
they  ought  not  to  be  indifferent.  At  an  eaiiy  period, 
their  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life  wm 
made  an  object  with  the  Government,  and  Uiat  has 
since  been  persevered  in.  This  policy  was  dictated 
by  motives  of  humanity  to  the  aboriginee  of  the 
country,  and  imder  a  firm  conviction  that  the  ligbt 
to  adopt  and  pursue  it  was  equally  applicable  to  all 
the  tribes  within  our  limits. 

My  impression  is  equally  strong  that  it  would  pn^ 
mote  essentially  the  security  and  happineaa  of  tlb 
tribes  within  our  limits,  if  they  could  be  prerailed  od 
to  retire  west  and  north  of  our  States  tuad  Tenita- 
ries,  on  lands  to  be  procured  for  them  by  the  United 
States,  in  exchange  for  those  on  which  ^bay  now  re- 
side. Surrounded  as  they  are,  and  prooaod  as  ^ay 
will  be,  on  evexy  side,  by  the  white  population,  il 
will  be  difiicult,  if  not  impossible,  fbr  them,  -wiA  their 
kind  of  Government,  to  sustain  order  among  tfaeoL 
Their  Interior  will  be  exposed  to  fireqnent  diatorb- 
ances,  to  remedy  which,  the  inteipoatiofn  of  Ae 
United  States  will  be  indispensable,  and  thoa  their 
Government  will  gradually  lose  its  authority,  until  il 
is  annihilated.  In  this  process,  the  moral  **K^raf<w 
of  the  tobes  will  also  be  lost,  since  the  change  wiB 
be  too  rapid  t9  admit  their  improvement  in  aviliai- 
tion,  to  enable  them  to  institnte  and  aostain  a  Gov- 
ernment founded  on  our  principles,  if  each  a  nhm^ 
were  compatible  either  with  the  compact  with  Geor- 
gia, or  with  our  general  system,  or  to  become  mem- 
bers of  a  State,  s&uld  any  State  be  willing  to  adopt 
them  in  such  numbers,  regarding  the  good  eider, 
peace,  and  tranquillity,  of  sooh  State.  But  all  these 
evils  may  be  avoided,  if  these  tribes  will  oosiseat  ta 
remove  beyond  the  limits  of  oar  present  Sbstes  and 
Tenitories.  Lands  equally  good,  and  periisqK  man 
fertile,  may  be  procured  for  them  in  those  qnarten; 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  such  In- 
dians would  still  be  the  same.  Conoideradona  of 
humanity  and  benevolence,  which  have  now  great 
weight,  would  operate,  in  that  event,  with  an  mx^ 
mented  force ;  since  we  should  feel  sensibly  the  oUi- 
gation  imposed  on  us  by  the  aoeommodadon  vfaicfa 
they  thereby  afibrded  us.  Placed  at  ease,  as  the 
United  States  would  then  be,  the  improvement  of 
those  tribes  in  civilization,  and  in  all  the  arte  and 
usages  of  dvilixed  life,  would  become  the  part  of  a 
general  system,  which  might  be  adopted  on  great 
consideration,  and  in  which  evexy  portion  of  oar 
Union  would  then  take  an  equal  interest.  Hmss 
views  have  steadily  been  pursued  by  the  Executive^ 
and  the  moneys  which  have  been  pUced  at  its  dispo- 
sal, have  been  so  applied,  in  the  manner  beat  oako- 
lated,  according  to  its  judgment,  to  produce  this  de- 
sirable result,  as  will  appear  by  the  doenmeats 
idiich  accompany  the  report  of  the  Seczetary  of  War. 
I  submit  this  sabjoct  to  the  considRratiott  of  Oon- 
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gress,  under  a  high  seiiBe  of  its  importance,  and  of 
the  propriety  of  an  early  decision  on  it.  This  com- 
pact gives  a  claim  to  the  State,  which  ought  to  he 
executed,  in  all  its  conditions,  with  perfect  good  faith. 
In  doing  this,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  regard  its  strict  import,  and  to  make  no  sac- 
rifice of  their  interest,  not  called  for  by  the  compact, 
nor  contemplated  by  either  of  the  parties,  when  it 
was  entered  into,  nor  to  commit  any  breach  of  right 
or  of  humanity  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  repugnant  to 
the  judgment,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings,  of  the 
whole  American  people.  I  submit  the  subject  to 
jour  consideration,  in  full  confidence  that  youwiU 
duly  weigh  the  obligations  of  the  compact  with 
Georgia,  its  import  in  all  its  parts,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  United  States  are  bound  to  go,  under  it. 
I  submit  it  with  equal  confidence,  that  you  will  also 
weigh  the  nature  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  territory 
within  the  limits  of  any  State,  with  the  stipulations 
in  the  several  treaties  with  this  tribe,  respecting  ter- 
ritory held  by  it  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  de- 
oide  whether  any  measure,  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
is  oaUed  for  at  the  present  time,  and  what  such 
measure  shall  be,  if  any  is  deemed  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wabhxnoiok,  Jfereft  29,  1824. 

War  Dbpastmsiit,  March  29,  1824. 

Sn :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  directing  me  to 
fomish  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
oonneoted  with  the  execution  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Geor- 
gia, of  the  seoond  of  April,  1802,  in  which  the  fonner 
•tipolates  ^to  extinguish,  at  their  own  expense,  for 
the  use  of  Georgia^  as  early  as  the  same  can  be 
peaceably  obtained,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  lands  lying  within  the  Umits  of 
that  State,"  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report : 

By  the  convention  above  referred  to,  Geoigia 
eeded  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  lying  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  the  Chatahooche 
Biver,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Uchee 
Creek  direct  to  the  Nioojak,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 
In  consideration  of  this  cession,  the  United  States 
etipolated  to  pay  the  State  of  Georgia  $1,250,000, 
and  obligated  themselves,  m  the  manner  above  stated, 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  the 
State.  The  convention  also  provides  for  the  a^ust- 
ment  of  the  Yaxoo  claims,  which  were  afterwards 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  Gonirress,  approved 
March  81, 1814.  -5  v«»     ^^ 

At  the  date  of  the  convention,  the  Indians  owned, 
within  the  Umits  of  Gewgia,  26,980,000  acres,  of 
which  19,678,890  acres  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  and 
7,152,110  acres  to  the  Cherokees,  which  tribes 
owned,  besides,  a  considerable  extent  of  country  in 
the  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Caro- 
lina. Between  both  of  those  tribes  and  the  United 
States  there  were  subsisting  treaties,  at  the  time  of 
the  date  of  the  convention,  which,  among  other 
things,  fixed  the  limits  of  their  respective  territories, 
and  guaranteed  to  them  the  lands  within  those 
limits.  (See  1st  vol  United  States  Laws— trealr 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  p.  861,  art.  6.  Treaty  with 
the  Creeks,  ratified  7th  August,  1790.  Same,  page 
S27,  treaty  of  Holston,  1791,  art  7.  Same,  page 
2»2,  treaty  of  1798,  nearTelKoo,  articles  1  and  2.) 

In  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  of  the  fourth  arti- 
cle with  Geoigia,  diero  have  been  held  seven  treaties 


with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees ;  of  which  five  were 
with  the  former;  two  of  which  were  previous  to  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  and  three  since. 
By  the  two  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  there 
were  ceded  to  Geoigia  2,718,890  acres,  and  by  the 
three  latter,  11,785,690  acres,  making  together  14,- 
748,690  acres.  With  the  Chorokees,  there  have 
been  held  two  treaties,  both  since  the  late  war,  by 
which  Geoigia  has  acquired  995,810  acres,  which, 
added  to  that  acquired  by  treaties  with  the  Creek 
nation,  make  15,744,000  acres,  that  have  been  ceded 
to  Geoigia  since  the  date  of  the  convention,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  its  stipulations. 

In  acquiring  these  cessions  for  the  State  of  Greorgia, 
the  United  States  have  expended  |958,954  90 ;  to 
which  should  be  added,  the  value  of  995,810  acres, 
which  were  given  in  exchange  with  the  Cherokees, 
on  the  Arkansas  River,  for  a  quantity  ceded  by  the 
Cherokees  to  Geoigia,  by  the  treaties  of  1817  and 
1819,  which  lands,  estimated  at  the  minimum  price 
of  the  public  lands,  would  make  |1,244,147  50  If 
to  these  we  add  the  sum  of  |1,250,000  paid  to 
Georgia  under  the  convention,  and  $4,282,151  12^, 
paid  to  the  Yazoo  claimants,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
United  States  have  already  paid,  under  the  convention, 
17,785,248  52|,  which  does  not  include  any  portion 
of  the  expense  of  the  Creek  war,  by  which  upwards 
of  seven  millions  of  acres  were  acquired  to  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

The  United  States  have  ever  been  solicitons  to  ful- 
fil, at  the  earliest  period,  the  obligation  of  the  conven- 
tion, by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia ;  a  most  satisfactory  proof  of 
which  may  be  found  in  the  number  of  treaties  which 
have  been  held  for  that  puipose,  the  quantity  of  lands 
which  have  been  acquired,  and  the  price  paid.  In 
fact,  such  has  been  the  solicitude  of  the  Government, 
that  but  littie  regard  has  been  had  to  the  price,  when- 
ever it  has  been  found  possible  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
lands  to  the  State.  The  price  given  has  far  exceeded 
that  which  has  ever  been  j^ven  in  other  purohases 
from  the  Indians. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  it  may  be  asserted,  with  confi- 
dence, that  no  opportunity  of  extinguishing  the  In- 
dian tities,  <'  on  reasonable  terms,"  has  been  neglect- 
ed to  be  embraced  by  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  more  particularly,  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  1814,  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians ;  and  those  of  1817  and  1819,  with  the  Chero- 
kees, as,  under  those  treaties,  lands  were  ceded,  not 
only  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  but  also* in  the 
neighboring  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carolina,  which  may  require  some  explanation. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  previous  to  the 
late  war,  the  four  most  powerful  and  numerous  tribes 
of  Indiuas,  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  CMckasaws,  and 
ChoctawS)  lay  contiguous  to  one  another,  and  were 
situated  on  the  weakest  portion  of  our  frontier.  They 
contained,  at  the  period  referred  to,  a  population  of 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  and  could  raise 
at  least  16,000  warriors.  During  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  relation  to 
those  numerous  and  powerful  tribes,  and,  although 
all,  except  the  Creeks,  remained  at  peace,  it  is  be- 
lieved there  was  a  strong  tendency  towards  hostility 
among  some  of  the  other  tribes.  The  Creeks  com- 
menced hostility  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war,  and 
created  a  powerful  diversion  of  our  resources,  both  of 
men  and  money ;  but,  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  they  were  reduced,  after  many  and  severe 
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losses.  The  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  followed.  They 
wore  a  conquered  people,  and  treated  as  such ;  and 
SQch  terms  were  imposed  as  considerationB  of  public 
policy  dictated. 

The  advantage  that  wonld  result  by  separating 
those  powerful  Southern  tribes  from  one  another,  and 
from  the  Territory  of  Florida,  at  that  time  a  foreign 
proTinoe,  were  among  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
policy,  as  it  would  effectually  guard  against  the  pos- 
nble  future  combination  of  those  tribes,  and  prevent 
the  liability  to  hostility,  which  almost  invariably  re- 
sult^ from  the  intercourse  of  Indian  tribes  with  a  for« 
eign  territ0]7.  The  Creek  Indians  were  required  to 
make  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  effect  those  important  objects ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  United  States  acquired  a  large 
cession  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Alabama,  -vdiich 
separated  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  from  the  Chicka- 
saws  and  Choctaws  ;  and  a  cession,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  which  separated  the  Creeks  from  the 
province  of  Florida. 

It  was  not  oonoeived  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  Gkoivia,  which 
prevented  the  United  States  from  pursuing  uose  views 
of  national  policy.  The  obligation  of  the  United 
States  extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands  within 
the  Umits  of  Georgia,  so  soon  as  it  could  be  done  upon 
"  peaceable  and  reasonable  tenns."  The  lands  were 
acquired  by  conquest,  and  not  by  purchase,  which 
left  the  nation  at  liberty  to  pursue  those  views  of  pol- 
icy which  have  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  believed, 
has  tended  strongly  to  give  security  and  strength  to 
the  most  vulnerable  portion  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819,  it  may 
be  proper  to  premise  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1804,  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  were  informed  by  Bir.  Jef- 
ferson, if  the  Cherokees,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
thought  proper  to  emigrate  to  the  Arkansas,  they 
should  receive  as  much  land  as  they  were  entitled  to 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi.  Under  the  sanction  of  this  promise,  and 
tempted  by  the  abundance  of  game,  emigration  con- 
tinued from  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  small  parties,  to 
the  Arkansas,  until  1817.  The  number  being  then 
considerable,  a  commission  was  constituted  to  treat 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  on  the  basis  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  followed  by 
the  treaty  of  the  8th  July,  1817,  which,  among  other 
things,  stipulated  that  a  census  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion should  be  taken  in  June  following,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  conntiy  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  equal  to  that  which  those  who  emigrated  to 
the  Arkansas  were  entitled  to ;  that  is  to  say,  if  it 
was  found  that  one-third  had  emigrated,  one-^tbird  of 
the  territory  should  be  ceded,  and  so  in  any  other 
proportion,  aocording  to  the  number  that  should  emi* 
grate.  To  cany  the  treaty  into  effect.  Congress  i^ 
propriated,  by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  the 
sum  of  180,000,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  that 
might  be  attendant  on  the  emigration  of  the  Chero- 
kees to  the  Arkansas;  and  Joseph  McMinn,  Esq., 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee,  was  appointed  agent  to 
cany  the  treaty  into  effect.  It  was  found,  however, 
impossible  to  take  the  census  as  proposed  by  the 
treaty,  in  June,  and  various  causes  delayed  its  final 
execution  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1819.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  was 
incessantly  urged  by  all  tho  means  ia  possession  of 
the  Government 


It  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  tbe  wbols 
nation  should  emigrate,  under  the  belief  that  it  wwU 
be  better  for  the  Indians,  as  well  as  omaelves ;  aadao 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Goverament  was  left  nntried 
to  induce  them  to  emigratei  A  laige  portion  of  tks 
nation,  however,  were  so  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  tkst 
it  was  found  impossible  to  oany  this  policy  of  tks 
Government  into  eflfoct 

The  appropriation  being  finally  exhaastod,  a  duls- 
gation  of  the  Cherokee  nation  was  permitted  to  riot 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  1819,  in  order  to  doss  tbe 
treaty  of  1817.  It  was  ascertained  that  about  oae- 
third  part  of  the  nation  had  emigrated,  or  eonlkd  ta 
emigrate,  to  the  Arkansas ;  and  the  delegatxm  pro- 
posed to  treat  upon  that  basis,  which  was  aooeded  tk 
It  only  remained  to  fix  on  the  portion  of  teriilurj  to 
be  ceded.  With  the  view  of  throwing  tiie  land  to  be 
ceded  within  the  limits  of  Gecnqgia,  Mid  to  aepsrats 
the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  the  GownmeBt 
proposed,  that  all  the  lands  lying  south  and  east  «f 
Etowah,  one  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Coosa  Biiciv 
should  be  ceded  by  the  Cherc^ees ;  bat  it  was  fisoai 
impossible  to  induce  the  delegation  to  yield  to  thsft 
proposition,  or  to  any  other,  more  favonUe  to  Goqp- 
gia,  than  that  which  was  adopted.  They  were  fixed 
m  their  determination,  partioulariy,  not  to  beaapaa- 
ted  from  the  Creek  nation,  by  an  intervening  whitB 
population,  and  to  cover  their  northern  bonndary  )if 
the  Tennessee  River,  which  necessarily  threw  the  est- 
sion,  made  by  the  treaty,  into  Alabama,  Tenaesne, 
and  North  Carolina,  as  weU  as  Geoigia»  Since  tks 
treaty  of  1819,  two  attempts  have  been  made,  i 
appropriations  of  Congress,  to  open  _ 

with  the  Cherokee  nation,  for  fttrther  oeaaiony  bodi  of 
which  have  proved  abortive. 

During  the  present  Winter,  a  delegation  of  Iks 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  visited  tks 
Seat  (^  Grovemment,  and  the  opportunity  was  aeosd 
to  make  known  to  them  the  sentiments  of  die  Gev- 
emment,  upon  the  subject  of  additional 
order  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  the 
Georgia. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  much  of  the  difficnlty  tf 
acquiring  additional  cessions  from  the  Cbeiokee  na- 
tion, and  the  other  Southern  tribes,  resolts  horn  their 
growing  civilization  and  knowledge,  by  whieh  thsjr 
have  learned  to  place  a  higher  value  upon  thor  laais 
than  more  rude  and  savage  tribes^  Many  rsnnos  ham 
contributed  to  place  them  higher  in  the  scale  of  ctvOt- 
zation  than  other  Indians  within  our  limits*  I^iac 
in  large  masses,  they  do  not  feel  that  depveasiaB, 
which  b  invariably  felt  bv  small  and  detached  tribe% 
in  the  neighborhood  of  tne  whites.  In  aJ^iiKftn  lo 
which,  we  may  add  the  genial  nature  of  tiieir  climate, 
which  enables  them  to  pass  more  readily  firom  tbm 
hunter  to  the  herdsman  state ;  and  the  ieitili^  of  thur 
soil,  and  the  value  of  their  staple  artideS|  parCicnhtftf 
ootton.  To  these,  however,  must  be  added  the  hninaas 
and  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government,  which  has 
ever  directed  a  fostering  care  to  the  In^aaa  wiibia 
our  limits.  This  policy  is  as  old  as  the  < 
itself;  and  has  been  habitually  and  strongly  i 
to  the  Cherokee  nation* 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Holstsn, 
in  the  year  1791,  it  is  stipulated,  ^  that  the  Cherohee 
nation  may  be  led  to  a  greater  deg^ree  of  civilizatioi^ 
and  to  become  herdsmen  and  cultivators,  inatead  of 
remainii^  in  a  state  of  hunters,  the  United  States 
will,  from  time  to  time,  furnish,  gratnitonaly,  the  said 
nation  with  useful  implements  of  hnsbandiy ;  am^ 
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farther  to  assist  the  said  nation  in  so  desirable  a 
pursuit,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  establish  a  certain 
mode  of  communication,  the  United  States  will  send 
such  and  so  many  persons  to  reside  in  said  nation,  as 
they  may  judge  proper,  not  exceeding  four  in  number, 
who  shall  qufJify  themselves  to  act  as  interpreters. 
These  persons  shall  have  lands  assigned  by  the  Cher- 
okees,  for  cultivation,  for  themselves,  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  office  ;  but  they  shall  be  precluded  exercis- 
ing any  kind  of  traffic 

In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  the 
various  utensils  of  husbandry  have  been  abundantly 
and  constantly  distributed  to  the  Cherokee  nation, 
which  has  resulted  in  creating  a  taste  for  farming, 
and  the  comforts  of  'civilized  life.  This  humane  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  since  the  termination  of  the 
late  war,  has  taken,  in  some  degree,  a  new  direction. 
Certain  benevolent  societies,  in  tne  year  1816,  applied 
for  .permission  to  make  establishments  among  the 
Cherokees,  and  other  Southern  tribes,  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  and  instructing  them  in  the  arts  of  civil- 
ized life.  Thfir  application  was  favorably  received. 
The  experiment  proved  so  favorable  that  Congress,  by 
the  act  of  Sd  March,  1819,  appropriated  |10,000,  an- 
nually, as  a  civilization  fund,  which  has  been  applied 
in  such  a  manner  as  veiy  considerably  to  increase  the 
extent  and  usefulness  of  the  efforts  of  benevolent  in- 
dividuals, and  to  advance  the  work  of  Indian  civili- 
sation. 

In  p^orming  the  high  duties  of  humanity  to  the 
wretched  aborigines  of  our  country,  it  has  never  been 
conceived,  that  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  titie  within  her 
limits,  was  contravened.  The  Government  has  been 
actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  perform  the  obligation, 
which  considerations  of  humanly  imposed  on  us,  in 
relation  to  these  unfortunate  people.  Their  situation, 
at  best,  is  wretched,  and  can  only  be  rendered  tole- 
rable, by  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  humanity, 
kindness,  and  justice,  which  has  ever  characterized 
the  acts  of  the  Government  towards  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  ikt  PftEBIDENT  OF  THB  U.  $.  ' 

[Accompanying  this  report,  are  nearly  a  hundred 
pages  of  documentary  matter,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  selected  as  presenting  the  view  of  the  subject 
which  is  entertained  by  the  Bepresentativea  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.] 
To  the  Prendent  of  ike  United  Statett: 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  to  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  Georgia  delegation  to  Congress^ 
copies  of  the  extraordinary  documents  furnished  by 
persons  who  are  called  the  Cherokee  Delegation,  As 
this  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
diplomatic  correspondence  has  been  held  with  Indian 
Chiefy  and  in  which  they  have  been  addressed  by 
the  Department  of  War  in  the  same  terms  with  those 
used  to  the  Representation  of  a  State,  it  becomes  a 
subject  of  inquiry  in  what  light  the  Cherokees  are  at 
present  viewed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  If  as  an  independent  nation,  to  be  treated 
with  by  all  the  forms  of  diplomatic  respect,  the  nego- 
tiation with  them  should  be  transferred  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  preceded 
by  a  proper  examination  into  their  authority  to  speak 
for  the  Cherokee  tribe,  on  matters  affecting  its  pros- 
perity and  existence.    If  to  be  viewed  as  other  Indi^ 


am ;  as  persons  suffered  to  reside  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  every 
restramt  which  the  policy  and  power  of  the  General 
Government  require  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  for 
the  interest  of  the  Union,  the  interest  of  a  particular 
State,  and  their  own  preservation,  it  is  necessary  that 
these  misguided  men  should  be  taught  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  that  there  is  no  alternative  between 
their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia and  their  extinction.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  wiU  deceive  them  grossly  if  they  are 
led  to  believe  that,  at  this  day,  their  consent  is  neces- 
sary to  the  fulfilment  of  its  obligations  to  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Their  wiU  must  yield  to  the  paramount 
duties  of  the  General  Grovemment  to  iteelf  and  to 
each  member  of  the  Confederacy.  The  Cherokees 
allege  (if,  indeed,  the  representation  made  is  made 
with  their  authority)  that  they  are  resolved  neither 
to  leave  nor  sell  their  lands  on  which  they  reside— 
lands  which  belong  to  the  State  of  Georgia ;  over 
which  Georgia  did  claim  sovereignty  until  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  over  which  she 
will  exercise  her  powers  whenever  any  Administra- 
tion of  the  GenersJ  Grovemment  resolves  to  fix  per- 
manently upon  them  any  persons  who  are  not,  and 
whom  she  will  never  suffer  to  become,  her  dtizens. 
The  doctrines  of  the  General  Government^  sanctioned 
by  the  highest  tribunals,  vindicate  the  claim  of  Geor- 
£pa  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil.  The  Indians  are 
simply  oocupanU — teiumts  at  will — ^incapable  of  trans- 
ferring even  their  naked  possession,  except  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  United  States,  to  the  State 
of  Georgia.  Aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  their 
temporary  possession  is  held,  theur  head  men  have 
sought,  in  many  instances,  to  secure  from  the  United 
States  a  titie  to  the  soil  itself.  Stipulations  havo 
been  entered  into  by  the  General  Grovenmient  equal* 
Iv  contradictory  to  the  rights  of  Georgia,  and  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  United  States;  stipulations,  however, 
which  show  that  the  General  Oovenunent  have  the 
acknowledged  right  to  transfer  the  possession  of  the 
Cherokee  lands  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  power 
which  takes  from  the  Cherokee  tribe  a  portion  of  soil 
to  confer  it  on  a  Cherokee  chief,  under  a  different 
tenure,  can  rightfolly  take  from  the  Cherokee  nation 
for  the  benefit  of  a  State. 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necessily  is  felt  of 
pressing  upon  the  General  Government  the  consider- 
ations that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  faith  in 
its  contracts  with  a  member  of  the  Union.  Since 
the  year  1802,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in 
the  General  Government ;  and  the  just  expectation 
has  been  indulged  that,  in  the  execution  of  its  high 
duties,  the  Executive  administration  would  carefully 
and  steadily  pursue  the  object  for  which  the  faith  of 
the  Union  was  pledged — the  peaceable  extinguish- 
ment, on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  Indian  title  to  all 
the  lands  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Georgia.  In 
1817,  the  public  declaration  of  the  President  to  Con- 
gress, that  an  arrangement  had  been  made,  by 
which,  in  exchange  for  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  lands  possessed 
by  the  Cherokee  tribe  eastwud  of  that  river  in  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia^ 
and  in  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  would  be  soon  ac- 
quired, gave  a  just  expectation  that  the  national 
pledge  given  to  Georgia  would  be  redeemed.  In  the 
eight  years  which  have  succeeded,  these  anticipations 
of  the  President  have  been  realized  everywhere  but 
in  Georgia.    The  successive  purchases  made  sinoo 
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that  period  haye  crowded  the  Cherokees  out  of  Ten- 
nesaee,  North  Carolina,  and  Alabama,  almost  alto- 

g ether  into  Georgia ;  and  the  terms  upon  which  they 
ave  been  made,  have  created  all  the  difficulties  now 
encountered  in  the  peaceful  acquisition,  on  reasona- 
ble terms,  of  the  lands  upon  which  the  Cherokees  are 
now  permitted  to  remain;  difficulties  which  are 
every  hour  increasing,  from  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  General  Government. 

It  is  with  all  due  respect  a  subject  of  seriouB  in- 
quiry, what  produced  the  extraordinaiy  change  in 
the  wishes  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  expressed  in  the 
treaty  of  1817?  How  it  happened  that  the  Chero- 
kees of  the  upper  towns,  most  of  whom  were  without 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  who  desired  to  be  perma- 
nently fixed  on  the  lands  upon  which  they  then  lived, 
were  induced,  in  1819,  to  abandon  their  designs,  and 
many  of  them  to  become  inhabitants  of  the  region 
beyond  the  llississippi,  while  the  Cherokees  of  the 
lower  towns,  (most  of  them  within  the  State  of  Geoi^ 
gia,)  anxiously  desiring  to  remove  in  1817,  werer  in 
1819  tempted  to  remain,  and  filled  with  the  desire 
of  a  permanent  establishment  there?  The  same 
exertions  which  produced  this,  can  effect  another 
change ;  cau  induce  the  remnant  still  in  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  to  follow  their  brethren  to  the  West,  to  a 
territory  which  the  General  Government  can  right- 
fully bestow  upon  them  as  a  temporary  or  perma- 
nent property,  without  interfering  with  the  right  or 
encroaching  upon  the  sovereignty  of  any  State.  Ar- 
gument is  not  necessary  to  show,  that  a  power  which 
interposes  obstacles  to  &e  accomplishment  of  its  own 
promises,  violates  its  faith ;  and  that,  to  plead  the 
Impossibility  to  perform  an  engagement  when  that 
impossibility  is  produced  by  those  who  engaged  to 
perform  it,  would  be  equally  dishonorable  and  hypo- 
oriticaL  The  President  is  probably  not  aware  that 
the  United  States  will  be  liable  to  such  accusations, 
if  the  present  moment  is  suffiftred  to  pass  without  a 
full  compliance  on  their  part  with  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  1 802.  What  has  created  the 
strong  desire  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  remain 
where  they  are  ?  The  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  the  pretended  guarantees  of  their  possessions ; 
the  attempted  changes  in  the  nature  of  their  titles  to 
them ;  the  lessons  received  from  their  masters  in  the 
arts  of  civilized  life ;  the  acquisition  of  property  and 
the  desire  of  extending  and  securing  it ;  a  policy  just 
and  generous  to  the  Indians,  but  solely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  member  of  the  Union ;  at  war,  not  less 
with  the  rights  of  that  member  of  the  Union,  than 
with  the  solemn  promises  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment The  United  States  have  the  same  right  to 
colonize  a  tribe  of  Indians  from  the  Columbia  or  Bed 
River,  in  Georgia,  as  they  have  to  pursue  a  system 
of  policy  whose  aim  or  end  shall  be  the  permanency 
of  the  Cherokees  within  that  State. 

If  the  Cherokees  are  unwilling  to  remove,  the 
oanses  of  that  unwillii^ness  are  to  be  traced  to  the 
United  States.  If  a  peaceable  purchase  cannot  be 
made  in  the  ordinary  mode,  nothing  remains  to  be 
done  but  to  order  their  removal  to  a  designated  ter- 
ritoxy  beyond  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  giving  an 
ample  equivalent  for  the  territory  left  by  them,  and 
an  ample  support  to  the  territory  granted  to  tJiem. 
An  order  of  this  kind  will  not  be  disregarded  by  the 
Cherokee  tribe,  whose  interest  will  be  essentially  pro- 
moted by  a  compliance  with  it,  (whatever  may  be 
the  effect  of  it  upon  a  few  chief  men,  who  seem  to 
consider  their  own  interest  as  separate  and  distinct 


from  that  of  their  brethren,)  as  it  must  be  obvioos 
that  a  tranquil  and  undisturbed  possession  of  a  per- 
manent property  can  alone  enable  them  to  acquire 
the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure  to  them  its 
benefita 

Our  duty  is  performed  by  remonstrating  against 
the  policy  heretofore  pursued,  by  which  the  interests 
of  Georgia  have  been  disregarded,  to  tiie  aooomplisb- 
ment  of  other  objects  of  general  interest ;  and  a  com- 
pliance with  a  solemn  promise  postponed,  for  tlie  ac- 
quisition of  territory  for  the  General  (^overmoeDt; 
and  bv  insisting,  as  we  do,  most  earnestly,  upon,  an 
immediate  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  the  arti- 
cles of  cession,  concluded  in  1802,  as  the  only  means 
by  which  justice  can  be  done  to  the  State  we  rept^ 
sent,  and  the  character  of  the  General  GoTemmait 
be  vindicated. 

J.  ELUOTT, 
N.  WARE,  Seaaton. 
JOEL  ABBOT, 
GEO.  CARY, 
TH.  W.  COBB, 
W.  CUTHBERT,  * 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 
WILEY  THOMPSON, 

WikSHiHGTOK,  March  10,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table* 
Clainu  against  the  United  Statet, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  the 
bill  ^  providing  for  the  settlement  of  pecmdaiy 
claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  cpoke  in  snppofrt  ot 
the  bill.  Ue  adverted  to  the  numerons  evils 
of  deciding  private  peonniary  claims  against 
the  United  States  in  Congress — he  oonoeiTed 
that  it  conld  not  be  difficult  to  find  a  remedy. 
There  was  no  individual  who  must  not  be  oon- 
vinced  of  the  impropriety  of  dedding  trivial 
claims  by  Oongress.  Such  trials  diminidied 
the  dignity  of  the  Legiahitnre,  and  would  be 
likely  to  avert  from  it  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  would  save  the  time  of  Congre^  to  be 
directed  to  higher  objects,  such  as  the  important 
reports  from  the  dmbrent  offices.  Katten  of 
importance  were  so  mingled  up  with  triTiaK- 
ties,  that  sufficient  attention  was  not  paid  to 
them.  It  had  been  suggested  that  a  board  of 
commissioners  ought  to  be  appointed  for  this 
purpose.  This  plan  was  not  liable  to  so  many 
objections  as  their  trial  by  Congress,  bat  lius 
would  have  its  attendant  evils.  At  present, 
reiected  claims  cost  more  than  those  whicb  are 
allowed.  Many  are  acknowledged  to  be  bad; 
but  yet,  year  after  year,  they  are  before  Con- 
gress. In  this  respect  a  board  of  oommiaaon^ 
ers  would  be  better  than  Oongress.  It  is  said 
that  the  people  hav^  always  a  right  to  petition 
Congress.  He  denied  the  position.  To  obtain 
the  passage  of  general  laws  they  miffht  have 
that  right ;  but  not  to  make  repeated  appeals 
on  private  claims.  He  spoke  of  the  practice  in 
courts  of  justice,  where  claims,  when  onoe  de- 
cided, could  not  again  be  brou^^t  up.  It  was 
not  consonant  with  the  principles  of  liberty  to 
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allow  ihese  ex  parte  trials ;  in  which  a  case  was 
too  often  gained  by  teasing,  rather  than  by  its 
justice.  The  practice  was,  as  Mr.  T.  thought. 
at  variance  with  the  constitution.  The  Unitea 
States  could  Jiot  prefer  a  petition  to  Congress, 
to  obtain  pay  of  an  individual.  One  party, 
then,  had  a  recourse  which  the  other  had  not 
This  court  ought  to  be  equally  open  to  all 
parties. 

Mr.  T.  then  took  up  the  bill  and  read  it,  sec- 
tion by  section,  to  show  the  merits  of  each. 

The  first  section  provides,  that  every  claim- 
ant agfunst  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
right  to  bring  forward  all  his  claims,  whether 
legal  or  equitable,  in  any  district  or  circuit 
court  in  the  United  States.  "Mr,  T.  held  tiiat 
this  would  be  much  better  for  the  claimants — 
they  would  be  tried  at  home — and,  although 
there  would  be  no  impartiality  or  incongruity 
in  the  judgments,  yet  equal  justice  would  be 
done.  Justice  would  also  be  done  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  accounts  must  be  first  submit- 
ted to  the  accounting  officers,  and  if  the  claim- 
ant afterwards  should  see  fit  to  bring  an  action, 
in  the  nature  of  a  suit  of  chancery,  he  may  do 
it,  and  that  court  is  to  be  fbmished  with  a 
statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  claim  was  re- 
jected by  the  Department. 

The  second  section  provides,  said  Mr.  T.,  a 
substantial  regulation  for  the  attainment  of  jus- 
tice, the  witnesses  in  the  case  are  to  be  regu- 
larly examined  and  questioned  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  an  impartial  person.  This,  Mr.  T. 
said,  would  be  vastly  better  than  the  practice, 
now  pursued,  of  talong  such  kind  of  evidence 
as  was  taken  by  Congress,  which,  if  it  deserved 
the  name,  was  only  expa/rte.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  plunge  into  a  system  which  could  not 
be  remedied  afterwards. 

The  third  section  provides  for  empannelling 
a  jury,  when  there  should  be  such  circumstan- 
ces as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  should  re- 
quire a  jury  to  try  facts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  the  Attorney-General 
the  power  to  file  suggestions  or  interrogatories 
to  the  daimants—tbe  &ets  suggested  to  be 
taken  as  truth  if  not  properly  answered.  This, 
Mr.  T.  said,  was  similar  to  a  cross  bill  in  chan- 
cery— ^it  was  to  operate  when  there  was  a 
fraudulent  concealment  of  facts. 

The  fifth  section  gives  the  daimant  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Umted 
States,  without  bond  to  prosecute  the  suit ;  fnr- 
mshing  the  creditor  with  every  possible  ad- 
vantage which  could  be  expected  to  be  allowed. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  officers  of 
the  court  shall  be  paid  for  services  performed 
for  claimants,  but  no  costs  to  be  rendered 
against  the  claimants  in  case  the  suit  is  dis- 
missed, except  for  counsel. 

Mr.  T.  hoped  the  observations  he  had  made 
would  be  duly  weighed,  and  that  the  bill  would 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HoLMBS,  of  Maine,  said  he  was  too  timid 
a  politician,  to  wish  to  go  very  deep,  at  first, 


into  any  new  plans  of  government.  Ho  wished 
to  propose  another  amendment,  to  limit  the 
time  of  the  operation  of  the  bill.  He  proposed 
a  new  section,* to  limit  the  continuance  of  the 
bill  to  three  years.    This  was  agreed  to. 

An  amencunent  was  adopted,  to  include  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  provisions  of  the 
bill. 

The  blank  in  the  bill,  limiting  the  amount  of 
any  claim  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  tiiis 
bill,  was  filled  with  $8,000. 

The  blank  fixing  the  amount  of  any  claims 
wnich  should  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  was  then  moved  to  be  filled  with 
11,000. 

Mr.  LowBis  thought  that  cases,  involving 
great  principles,  might  come  before  the  courts 
below,  though  the  amount  of  the  daim  might  be 
small.  He  thought  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
limit  to  the  right  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  Lowbie. 
He  was  in  favor  of  limiting  the  amount  upon 
which  an  appropriation  should  be  made. 

It  was  then  determined  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$600. 

Mr.  Maoon  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  biUf 
to  which  Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

Mr.  CHA2n>LSB  thought  that  the  claimant 
ought  to  pay  the  costs  of  his  suit,  the  expenses 
of  juries,  &o.,  as  weU  as  his  counsel  To  this 
objection  Messrs.  Holmbs  of  Maine,  Taylob 
of  Virginia,  and  Edwabds  of  Connecticut,  re- 
plied. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 


Thubsdat,  April  8. 
ImprUowment  fbr  Debt 

Mr.  JoHNsoK,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  request 
some  member  wno  voted  for  tne  recommitment 
of  the  bill  *Ho  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,'' 
to  do  him  the  &vor  to  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote.  His  wish  was  to  have  a  distinct 
vote  taken  on  the  bill.  Such  a  vote  would  not 
affect  the  propoeltion  contained  in  the  instruc- 
tions which  were  given  to  the  committee,  on 
the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  at  the  instance  of 
the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina. 
He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  ^bject  upon  the 
Senate,  but  hoped  that  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  to  him  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Tboicas,  who  had  voted  in  &vor  of  re- 
commitment, moved,  in  order  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  fit>m  Kentucky,  that 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted 
should  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Hatnb  opposed  the  reconrideration  of 
that  vote.  He  said  he  had  stated,  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  that  he 
wished  no  member,  who  was  in  favor  of  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  would  vote  for  its  re- 
commitment; and  he  considered  that  vote  as 
distinctly  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on 
that  subject.    Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  consider  the 
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principles  of  the  bill,  and  said,  he  believed  it 
altogether  an  inefBcient  remedy  for  the  evils 
which  were  intended  to  be  met  by  it.  With 
this  view,  he  had  moved  to  infract  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  gen- 
eral system  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped  the  vote 
to  recommit  would  not  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of 
reconsideration;  and  proceeded  to  show  why 
this  bill  ought  to  be  passed,  without  reference 
to  a  bankrupt  system. 

Mr.  LowBiE  had  not  considered  the  vote  to 
recommit^  as  deciding  against  the  eventual  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  But,  as  it  was  now  avowed  to 
have  taken  place  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the 
bill,  and,  as  he  did  not  like  to  have  it  thrown 
out  of  the  Senate  in  that  way,  he  should  vote 
for  its  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Mills  was  opposed  to  reconsideration. 
He  considered  the  vote  to  commit,  as  a  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  the  bill,  patched 
as  it  was,  with  amendments,  ought  not  to  pass, 
in  its  present  shape.  He  went  on  to  make 
some  fiirther  remarks  agmnst  the  bill  itsel£  and 
against  the  reconsideration.  He  thought  it 
ought  not  to  be  taken  up  again,  in  its  present 
form,  at  the  present  session  of  Oongress. 

Some  further  discussion,  involving  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bUl,  took  place — ^in  which  Messrs. 
Macon,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Van  Buben,  Findlat,  Lloyd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ohandlbb,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Mills, 
Tatlob  of  Virginia,  and  Noble,  engased.  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  reconmdering  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted,  and 
decided  in  the  afiBjrmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yea& — ^Messn.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miuissippi, 
Jaokflon,  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lpwrie,  Mcllvaine,  Ma- 
con, Buggies,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bnren — 23. 

Kays.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  D'Wol^  Ed- 
wards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Uoyd  of  Massachusetts,  Bfills,  Noble,  Parrotfe,  Sey- 
mour, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 18. 

The  vote  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
thus  reconsidered,  the  question  again  recurred 
upon  reconunitting  it.  That  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  without  division. 

Mr.  Hayns  then  moved  that  the  further  oon- 
sideration  of  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. He  proceeded  to  show  the  objections 
which  existed,  in  his  mind,  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for 
a  system  which  should  relieve  the  honest  debt- 
or; and  he  believed  such  a  one  might  be  easi- 
ly drawn,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  creditor 
and  the  debtor  might  be  preserved;  but  he  be- 
lieved this  bill  to  be  altogether  inadequate  to 
that  effect 

Messrs.  Van  Bubkn,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Bbanoh, 
Iauot,  and  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  addressed 


the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Kesna, 
Mills  and  Hatnb  against  it 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  ITWol^ 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rngglea,  Sey- 
mour, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. — 18. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaten, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  MissiasipiR, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kdfy. 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  McDvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  ViigiDia,  Thonmi^  and 
Van  Bnren— 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely,  it  came  up  again  for  con- 
sideration. Some  amendments,  in  its  details, 
were  proposed  by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Holmxb  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dtks,  and  were  agreed 
to.  The  Question  was  then  taken  on  paasSng 
the  bill  to  DC  engrossed  and  read  the  thira  time, 
and  was  carried  in  the  aflirmative. 


Fbidat,  April  9. 

The  bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  read  the  third  time.  Objections  were 
then  made  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill,  by  Messrs. 
Lanman,  Mills,  Van  Dtze,  and  Hatni— 
which  were  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Van 
BxTBEN,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky.  One  or 
two  immaterial  amendments  were  made,  by 
general  consent  An  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  was  objected  to  hj 
Mr.  Haynb— and  one  submitted  by  Mr.  Van 
BuBXN,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Lowmx ;  tiiey 
could  not,  therefore,  be  received ;  as  no  amend- 
ment can  be  considered,  after  the  third  reading 
of  a  bill,  except  by  general  consent 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  afilrmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YEASb — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  cf  Kea- 
tacky,  Heniy  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kefiy, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachnaeta, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taykr  of 
Lidiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buen, 
and  Williams— 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  daytcn, 
lyWoli^  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Eh^ 
of  New  York,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pairott,  Bs^g^ 
Seymoor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Warfr— 19. 

.So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

The  usual  question  on  the  tiUe  being  pnt,  Mr. 
Mills  moved  that  it  be  stricken  out  He  thought 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  did  not  concor  with  its 
title — and  that  it  was  holding  out  an  appearance 
of  a  general  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
when  such  a  thins  was  not  to  be  effected  by  the 
bill.  He  proposed  to  substitute  the  following : 
^^  A  bill  to  regulate  the  processes  of  the  oourts 
of  the  United  States,  in  pertain  casea.*^    This 
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was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Talbot,  and  Holmss  of  Maine.  It  was 
contended,  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  they 
ought,  at  least,  to  have  the  privilege  of  naming 
their  own  child — ^that  there  conld  be  no  harm 
in  leading  the  people  to  the  sweet  belief,  for  a 
few  weeks,  at  least^  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
was  to  be  abolished — and  that,  as  so  many 
amendments  had  been  made  in  the  bill,  the  title, 
being  the  best  remaining  part  of  it,  ought  not 
to  be  lost  Hie  question  was  then  put,  unon 
striking  oat  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Ohandlbb  moved  to  amend  the  title,  by 
adding  to  it  the  words,  **in  certain  oases  ;^' 
so  as  to  read,  *^  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt,  in  certain  cases.''  This  was  not 
agreed  to.  The  original  title  was  approved; 
and  the  bill  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence. 


Monday,  April  12. 
Glaim  of  Virginia. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  thb  Unixbd  States: 

7b  Ae8maU  of  the  Ufuiei  Statu: 

The  Exeeatiye  of  Virgioia  having  reqaettod  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  interest,  paid  by  the  State, 
for  moneys  botrowed  by  it|  for  servioes  rendered  by 
the  miUtia,  in  the  late  war,  and  such  claim  not  being 
allowable,  aoeording  to  the  nniform  deciuons  of  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  I  submit  the 
subject  to  your  consideration,  with  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  all  the  documents  connected 
with  it 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  on  which 
this  claim  is  founded :  From  an  early  stage  of  the 
war,  the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  entered  occasionally 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and,  menacing  its  ^ores,  and 
those  of  the  principal  rivers  emptying  into  it,  sub- 
jected the  neighboring  militia  to  calls  from  the  local 
authorities,  for  the  defence  of  the  parts  thus  menaced. 
The  pressure  was  most  sensib^  felt  in  1814,  after 
the  attack  on  this  city,  and  its  capture,  when  the  in- 
vading force,  retiring  to  its  squa<&on,  menaced  alike 
Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Richmond.  The  attack  on 
this  city  had  induced  a  call,  by  Hm  Department  of 
War,  for  large  detachments  of  tiie  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  which,  beinff  col- 
lected in  this  quarter,  and  the  enemy  bearing,  m  the 
first  instance,  on  Baltimore,  were  ordered  to  its  de- 
fence. As  early  as  the  81st  of  August,  notice  was 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the 
danger  to  which  Itichmond,  as  well  as  Norfolk  and 
Baltimore,  were  exposed,  and  he  was  also  authorized 
and  enjoined  to  be  on  his  guard,  prepared  at  every 
point,  and  in  every  circumstance  to  meet  and  repel 
the  invaders.  This  notice  was  repeated  several  times 
an^erwards,  until  the  enemy  left  the  bay,  and  moved 
to  the  South. 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  Stete  had  augmented 
its  taxes  to  meet  the  pressure  ;  but,  the  funds  being 
still  inadequate,  it  borrowed  money  to  a  considerable 
amount^  which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
mihtia,  for  the  sendees  thus  rendered.  The  calls 
which  had  been  made,  except  for  the  brigades  in 


this  quarter,  and  at  Norfolk,  bang  made  by  the 
Stete,  the  settiement  with  those  corps,  and  the  pay- 
ment for  their  serrices  were  made,  according  to  the 
rules  and  usa|;es  of  the  Department,  by  the  Stete, 
and  not  by  the  United  Stetes.  On  the  settlement 
by  the  State,  after  the  peace,  with  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Government,  the  reimbursement  of  the 
interest,  which  the  Stete  had  paid,  on  the  sums  thus 
borrowed,  and  paid  by  the  mUitia,  was  claimed,  but 
not  allowed,  for  the  reason  above  steted.  It  is  this 
claim  which  I  now  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

It  need  scarcelv  be  remarked,  that,  where  a  Stete 
advances  money  for  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  a  purpose  authorised  by  it,  that  the  claim 
for  the  interest  <^  the  amount  thus  advanced,  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  Stete,  is  reasonable  and  just 
The  claim  is  the  stronger  under  the  drcumstenoes 
which  existed  when  those  advances  were  made,  it 
being  at  a  period  of  great  difficulty,  when  the  United 
States  were  compelled  to  borrow  very  large  sums, 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Had  the  Stete  not 
borrowed  this  money,  the  militia,  whose  services 
have  been  recognised  since  by  tiie  nation,  must 
have  been  disbanded,  and  the  Stete  left  without 
defence. 

The  claim  is,  in  my  opinion,  equally  weD  founded, 
when  a  Stete  advances  money  which  it  has  in  ite 
Treasury,  or  which  it  raises  by  taxes,  to  meet  the 
eorrent  demand* 

In  submitting  this  claim  to  your  oonsideration,  it 
is  proper  to  observe,  that  many-  other  Stetes  have 
like  claims  with  those  of  Virginia,  and  that  all  those 
similarly  circumstanced,  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing.  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  principle, 
which  is  deemed  just,  and  with  the  view,  that  the 
prorision  which  may  be  made  respecting  it,  may  be 
extended  alike  to  all  the  Stetes. 

JAMES  MONBOK 

The  Message  was  read^  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


TuiSDAT,  April  18. 
Oommeres  with  Fcrtugai. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterdar  b7  ^« 
Llotd  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  tne  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ^*  to  cause  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  so  much  of  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Oourt  of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the 
conmiercial  relations  between  the  two  countries ; 
together  with  such  other  information  connected 
therewith  as  may  be  in  i>OBsession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  with- 
out iigury  to  the  public  interest^  be  made 
knownJ'  was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  liLOTD  observed,  that,  as  he  introduced 
the  resolution,  it  might  be  considered  incumbent 
on  him  to  state  the  views  which  had  led  him  to 
doit.  The  resolution  had  reference  rather  to 
the  respective  aspecte  of  our  trade  with  that 
Kingdom,  than  to  the  present  situation  of  it ; 
the  ktter  was  too  well  Known  to  be  in  a  de- 
pressed and  diminished  state.  For  a  long  series 
of  years  our  conmiercial  relations  with  Portu- 
gal had  been,  he  said,  of  the  most  beneficial  and 
redprocaUy  acceptable  character.     It  was  a 
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trade  which  seemed  peculiarly  to  entitle  itself 
to  the  favor  of  the  political  economists  of  the 
present  day.  It  was  a  trade  prosecuted  almost 
entirely  from  tilie  domestic  or  nome  productions 
of  the  United  States — in  the  fish,  in  the  provi- 
sions generally,  and  the  pearl  ashes  of  the 
Korth ;  hut  principally  in  tie  bread  stuffs — ^the 
com,  the  wheat,  the  flour,  the  rice,  and  the 
staves  of  the  South.  Our  exports  in  it,  former- 
ly, very  much  exceeded  our  imports ;  while  we 
exported  no  specie  to  Portiigal,  but,  at  times, 
received  considerable  sums  in  dollars  from  it,  as 
returns  for  our  outward  cargoes;  and  both 
these  circumstances  were  strong  reconmienda- 
tions  of  it  to  the  same  school. 

Another  course  of  this  trade,  was  to  send  out 
to  Portugal,  from  the  United  Stat^  valuable 
<  cargoes  of  domestic  produce ;  for  we  were  al- 
lowed to  carry  none  other,  of  any  consequence, 
for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  funds  there  for 
more  distant  objects;  the  vessels  returning 
home  with  a  ballast  of  salt,  with  a  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  outward  oargoea,  invested  in 
wines,  and  a  very  small  part  also  in  fruit,  leav- 
ing the  residue  of  their  funds  to  furnish  the 
specie  means  for  the  prosecution  of  our  West 
India  trade,  the  vessels  touching  at  Lisbon,  on 
their  passage  out,  to  receive  it ;  and  also  to  pro- 
vide remittances  to  London  and  Amsterdam,  in 
payment  for  cargoes  of  Bussian  and  Swedish 
products,  for  our  vessels  to  bring  to  the  United 
States.  This  was  the  state  of  the  trade  former- 
ly. All  parties  were  satisfied  with  it,  for  it 
furnished  the  most  steady  market  in  Europe  for 
our  domestic  productions;  and  the  international 
feelings  to  wMch  it  gave  rise  were  of  the  most 
gratend  character.  Mr.  L.  said  he  recollected, 
perfectly  well,  a  conversation  on  this  subject, 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  have,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  since,  with  the  very  distinguished 
statesman  theii  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
Mr.  Madison,  who  remarked  to  him  that,  with 
no  power  in  Europe  had  our  foreign  relations 
been  on  so  uniformly  a  friendly  footmg,  as  those 
with  the  Government  of  Portugal.  He  said  we 
had  never  made  a  request  to  Portugal,  which 
she  had  not  acceded  to. 

Thus  the  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries remained,  Mr.  L.  believed,  with  the  inter- 
mission of  the  late  war,  until  the  year  1816, 
when  the  tariff  of  that  year  operated  so  inju- 
riously on  the  trade  in  the  wines  of  Portugal, 
as  to  induce  the  Government  of  that  country 
strongly  to  remonstrate  against  it  as  a  very 
onerous  imposition  on  the  principal  article  of 
her  exports^and  as  unfriendly  to  her  intercourse 
with  us.  Her  remonstrances,  however,  being 
unavailing,  after  a  time  she  resorted  to  another 
course,  which,  perhaps,  before  long,  may  be 
resorted  to  by  other  powers  than  Portugal,  and 
perhaps  for  more  than  one  of  the  great  staples 
of  the  country.  She  either  excluded,  altogether, 
the  com  of  the  United  States,  or  so  heavily 
taxed  it  with  our  flour,  as  to  amount  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  to  a  prohibition.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  soon  as  the  tariff  of  1816  came 


into  operation,  the  exportation  of  Pcrtagal  "wines 
immediately  decreased  more  than  one-naif. 

To  remedy  this  unpleasant  feeling,  and  the 
deranged  commercial  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  he  had  understood  were  the* objects 
for  which  General  Dearborn  had  been  sent  to 
Lisbon,  with  the  expectation  that  he  might  be 
able  to  negotiate  a  commereial  treaty,  or  make 
some  acceptable  arrangement  with  the  Porto- 
guese  Government  which  nusht  restore  the  for- 
mer good  feelings  and  friendly  intercomve  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  object  of  the  pro- 
posed resolution  was  to  ascertiun  how  far  this 
attempt  had  been  successfril,  or  what  prospect 
there  was  that  it  might  come  so  hereafter. 

And  while  speaking  on  this  subject,  Mr.  L. 
said,  he  thought  it  might  not  be  wholly  useless 
were  he  to  retrace,  very  briefly,  the  effect  that 
had  been  produced  on  the  trade  with  Portugal, 
by  the  tariffs  which  had,  at  different  times,  been 
adopted  in  the  United  States,  operating  upon 
her  principal  article  of  eiroort,  her  wines,  and 
whicn,  from  self-defence,  she  would  feel  herself 
bound  to  protect ;  and  the  effect  they  had  also 

Eroduced  on  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
er. 

In  the  earliest  period  of  the  Federal  GoTimi- 
ment,  on  the  enactment  of  the  first  tariff  law,  in 
1790,  a  duty  was  laid  on  the  wines  of  Portugal 
of  eighteen  cents  a  gallon  on  the  high-pri^ 
Madeira,  and  ten  cents  a  gallon  on  Lisbon  wine. 
This  was  a  very  low  rate  of  duty.  It  was  ob- 
vious the  article  was  susceptible^  withont  injury, 
of  a  much  higher  rate ;  accordmgly,  two  years 
after,  in  1792,  when  the  law  was  revised,  the 
duty  was  greatly  increased^  and  fifty-six  c^its 
was  then  imposed  on  Madeira,  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  gaUon  on  Lisbon  wine,  which  proba- 
bly was  about  as  high  a  rate  of  duty  as  ^e 
articles  would  bear.  And  thus  it  remained 
until  1800,  when  the  tariff  was  a^ain  adTanced ; 
but  the  wise  men  who  then  had  m  charge  that 
law,  judiciously  supposed  that  the  existing  duty 
on  wines  had  nearly  reached  the  acme  at  which 
it  would  be  productive ;  they  therefore  touched 
these  articles  very  lightly,  contenting  them- 
selves with  imposing  only  two  cents  additional 
a  gallon  on  Madeira  wine,  and  five  cents  on 
Lisbon.  Thus  it  remdned,  and  the  trade  and 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries  expanded, 
to  their  mutual  benefit,  until  the  tariff  policy 
of  1816  prevailed.  The  effect  of  that  policy 
became  instantly  visible.  What  it  was,  was  an 
inquiry  of  some  point,  and  would  attract  the 
attention  of  the  ^nate. 

In  the  custom-house  year,  1815~'16,  we  im- 
ported into  the  United  States — 
Of  Lisbon  wine        -        -        664,608  gaDona. 
Of  Madeira      -        -        -        81i»891     do. 

Then  came  the  overwhelming  tariff  of  1815, 
which  raised  the  duty  90  per  cent  on  Madeira, 
and  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  on  Lisbon  wine: 
and  the  very  next  succeeding  year  the  importa- 
tion of  the  first  fell  off  nearly  one-half— from 
314,891  gallons,  to  186,108  gallons;  and  of  the 
second  more   than  two-thirds — ttom  654,606 
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gallons,  to  194,187  gallons;  furnishing  a  good 
lesson  to  financiers.  And  the  trade,  he  said, 
had  remained  crippled  from  that  time  to  the 
present;  for,  in  1823,  we  imported  only  180,067 
gallons  of  Madeira,  and  124,101  gallons  of  Lis- 
bon wine — being  less  than  one-half  the  quanti- 
ty we  had  imported  so  long  ago  as  twenty-five 
years,  since  which  onr  population  had  more 
than  doubled,  and  our  agricultural  products 
quadrupled. 

The  same  tariff  of  1816  had  also  affected  our 
exports  to  Portugal  in  another  way ;  it  had  al- 
most extinguished  the  trade  to  Bengal,  and  the 
exportation  of  dopiestic  produce  in  part  to  pay 
for  it;  a  trade  which  formerly  employed  thirty 
or  forty  fine  ships  and  occupied  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  capital ;  and  another  tariff 
bill,  if  it  passed,  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  hemp 
and  iron,  would  deal  out  the  same  fate  to  about 
four  times  the  same  number  and  description  of 
vessels  now  engaged  in  the  trade  with  the  North 
Sea  and  the  Baltic. 

These  were  the  views,  Mr.  L.  said,  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation, and  which  he  hoped  it  might  be  accept- 
able to  the  Senate  to  pass. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  division. 


Fbiday,  April  16, 
Vherohee  Indiana  in  Georgia. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
delegation  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  at  present 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  relative  to  the  late 
Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  on  the 
Indian  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  animadverting  on  tlie  paper  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Georgia  delegation  in  Congress. 

The  communication  being  read.  Mr.  Eluott 
said  he  objected  to  a  contest  of  tnis  character, 
in  this  place,  with  the  Cherokee  delegation. 
He  knew  them  only  as  other  Indians,  and  to  be 
treated  with  as  such.  If  tibiey  claim  to  repre- 
sent an  independent  nation,  why  do  they  ad- 
dress this  body  directly,  and  not  through  the 
Department  of  State?  But,  if  they  seek  to  be 
heard  in  their  real  character^  they  should  pre- 
sent their  claims  to  our  consideration,  through 
the  War  Department.  The  course  now  at- 
tempted, is  novel  and  inadmissible,  and  he 
hoped  iJie  communication  would  lie  on  the 
table.  It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Tuesday,  April  20. 
Cfatirt  for  the  Trial  <^  GlaimB  agaimt  the 
United  SUUee. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, '^  to  provide  for  tbe  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States,^' 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the-  Whole.  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Taylob,  of  Virginia,  spoke 
in  fi&Yor  of  tbe  bill;  Mr.  Van  BcizBiar  moved 


its  indefinite  postponement,  and  made  a  few 
remarks  ia  favor  of  that  motion.  Mr.  Lan- 
HAir,  also,  advocated  the  postponement;  and 
Mr.  Babboub  opposed  it.  The  question  was 
then  put,  and  aecided  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
16,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wol^ 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Gullard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Rnggles,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  and  Williams. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentacky,  Heniy 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Kinc  of  New  York, 
lioyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massadmsetts,  Macon, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  amendment  made  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  limiting  the  amount  of  anv  claim  to  be 
brought  within  the  provisions  of  tiiis  bill,  to 
three  thousand  dolliu^  was  objected  to  by  Mj*. 
H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana.  The  amendments, 
however,  were  all  agreed  to.  Mr.  Lowbde  ad- 
vanced some  objections  to  the  bill ;  (o  which 
Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Y  irginia,  replied : 

Mr.  Babboub  moved  to  amend  the  bill^  by 
inserting  a  provision,  that  no  claim  of  more 

than years'  standing,  shall  be  entitled  to 

the  benefits  of  this  act,  nor  any  daim  which 
has  been  rejected  by  either  House  of  Congress. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokbon,  tJie  blank  was 
filled  with  ^^  twelve."  The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hatne  moved  a  new  section,  to  give 
the  Congress  the  power  of  revising  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  rendered  under  this  act.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jaokson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Heniy  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  lioyd  of  Massachn* 
setts,  Mcllyaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D*WoIi( 
Eaton,  Edwards,  FhuUay,  Gaillaid,  £ng  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Rnggles,  Seymoor,  Thomas,  Van  Boren,  and  Wil- 
liams. 


Eribat,  April  28. 
Surveys  for  Roada  and  CanaU. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  "to  provide  for  the  necessary  surveys 
for  roads  and  canals;"  Mr.  Babboub  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Talbot  rose,  in  explanation  of  some  re- 
marks he  had  heretofore  made  on  this  subject. 
He  conceived  that  no  gentleman,  by  voting  for 
this  bill,  would  thereby  pledge  himself  to  sup- 
port a  ^neral  system  of  internal  improvementSi 
when  me  same  should  be  brought  forward. 
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Mr.  Smith  thought  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  might  hereafter,  be  taken  as  a  recognition 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  constmct  roads 
and  canals;  he  feared  that  it  might  be  con* 
aidered  as  the  entering  Wedge  to  the  great  sys- 
tem of  improyements,  the  power  to  adopt 
which,  he  for  one  was  not  disposed  to  admit. 
He,  tiierefore,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
attaching  to  it  a  proviso,  "  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  taken  to  affirm  or  admit  the 
power  of  Congress,  on  their  own  authority, 
to  make  roads  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  EvooLss  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  of  pursuing  such 
measures  as  would  tend  to  produce  a  more  in- 
timate connection  between  the  Atlantic  States 
and  tiie  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  which  must 
hereafter  contain  a  population  bearing  a  great 
proportion  to  that  of  the  whole  country.  The 
mterest  of  botii  l^ese  sections  of  our  country, 
he  argued,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such 
a  measure. 

Messrs.  Eatok,  Bbow^  Llotd  of  Maryland, 
JoHNBON  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  Noble,  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
Messrs.  Mills,  Yak  Dtke,  and  Smith,  sup- 
ported it.  Mr.  Yah  Dtke  proposed  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  inserting  a  provision  that, 
previous  to  any  survey  bein^  made  under  this 
act,  the  consent  of  the  State  in  which  such  sur- 
vey is  to  be  made  shall  be  obtained.  Messrs. 
BuoouES  and  Benton  made  a  few  remarks  on 
this  subject.  The  question  was  then  put,  and 
decided  agdnst  Mr.  Yan  Dtke^s  amendment, 
as  follows : 

YxAS.— MeBsn,  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Elliott, 
GaiUard,  Kmg  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Musachuaetts, 
Macon,  Millfl,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Yirginia, 
Van  Biiren,  Vandyke,  and  Ware — 16. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne, 
Hohnes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mim.,  Jackson,  John* 
son  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S. 
Johnston  of  Lomsiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Kiught, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Rnggles, 
Seymoor,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Williams— 2& 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Smith.  Upon  this 
question  Messrs.  Macon,  Holbies  of  Maine, 
Ghandlbb,  and  N'oblx,  made  a  few  observations. 

Mr.  Ohandleb  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  ^*  admit,"  and 
inserting  in  its  stead  the  word  ^*  deny,"  so  that 
it  should  read  **  Uiat  nothing  herein  contained 
^all  be  taken  to  affirm  or  S&nj  the  power  of 
Congress,  on  their  own  authority,  to  make 
roa£  and  canals  in  any  State  of  the  Union." 
This  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Tat- 
LOB  of  Yirginia,  Bbown,  and  Hatnie.  The 
question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  10,  noes  86,  as  follows: 

Ybas. — ^Messrsw  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne,  Jodah  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Boggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Williams. 


Nats.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bel],  Bentosi,   Bnuacii, 

Chandler,  Clayton,  D'WQlf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Keotud^, 
Henry  Johnson,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  Yoik, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Uoyd  of  Maiyland,  Lowiie,  Mo- 
Byaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Bnrai, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment,  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Smith,  was  then  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  tbllows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandl^', 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  EUiott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hohnes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  ^ng  of  New  Yozk, 
Lloyd  of  Massadiusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Ware-~21. 

Nats. — ^Messra  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Di^er- 
son,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Biisaissippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Loms- 
ana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Kiii^t,  Law- 
man, Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Thomas,  and  Williams~25. 

Hir.  Hatnx  then  moved  to  postoone  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  hill  until  Tuesday  next 
This  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts^  stated  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  should  vote  for  the  bill 
— he  did  not  consider  it  as  involving  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  constitutional  right  of  Oongress 
to  make  public  improvements — hut  merely  as 
a  means  of  ohtaining  information,  which  might 
be  of  great  importance  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Macon  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  bilL  He  could  not  be- 
lieve that  this  bill  was  clear  from  the  oonatito- 
tional  objection,  which  he  thought  very  ibrcible 
and  unanswerable,  and  he  proceeded  to  advance 
other  considerations  against  the  bilL 

Messrs.  Findlat,  Mncxs,  and  Llotd,  of  Mary- 
land, made  a  tbw  further  remarks  npon  the 
subject. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Semte 
without  amendment.  On  ordering  it  to  a 
third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as 
follows: 

Ykas. — ^Messrs.  &urton  Benton,  Brown,  DtoioMSoo, 
Eaton,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Misnasipin,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentn<^,  H.  Johnson  of  T.<wii^*|m»^ 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Tjwmitw  Uoyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  MeD- 
vaine.  Noble,  Buggies,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Li- 
diana,  Thomas,  and  Williams — ^35. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  f%iitii>fg; 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  Elliot^  GaaUurd,  Hcfaaes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  Y«tk, 
Knight,  Macon,  MlQs,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Taykr  of 
Viiginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dylce,  and  Wan — ^81. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Satubdat,  April  24. 
DeUmcwe  Canal  Campaivy. 
Mr.  Yan  Dtkb,  from  the  Select  Oommittee 
on  Boada  and  Oanals  to  whom  was  rsfened 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBBSS. 


567 


Apfla^la2i.] 


UtfiunI/miM, 


[Senatx. 


the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Delaware  Oanal  Oompany,  reqnesting 
the  aid  of  the  €k)vernment  in  their  undertak- 
ing, sabmitted  a  report  on  that  subject;  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  *'  anthorizing  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  stock  of  the  Delaware  Oanal  Com- 
pany.'^ The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

ThB  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
was  dnly  incorporated,  some  years  since,  by  acts  of 
the  Legielatores  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  respec- 
tively. The  capital  stock  is  divided  into  shares  of  two 
hundred  doUars.  The  maximnm  cost  of  the  whole 
work  is  estimated  at  the  som  of  one  million  three 
hundred  and  fifty-fonr  thousand  three  hundred  and 
rizty-finir  dollars  and  siz^-four  cents,  and  the  amount 
of  funds  at  present  pledged  for  its  execution  may  be 
assumed  at  seven  hundred  thousand  dollan  The 
present  condition  of  the  company,  and  the  route  of  the 
canal  lately  determined  upon  and  fixed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  with  the  aid  of  engineers  of  distiiiguish- 
ed  reputation  and  skill,  are  set  forth  in  the  annexed 
document,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  said  Company,  dated  **  March  27,  1824,**  marked 
A,  and  the  report  of  the  engineers,  maxked  B,  to 
which  the  committee  refer  as  part  of  this  report 
The  whole  length  of  the  canal  idll  not  exceed  four- 
teen miles.  The  Board  of  Directors  have  made  ad- 
vantageous contracts  for  the  eompletioiii  of  the  eastern 
half  of  the  canal,  and  the  contractors  hare  begun  the 
work.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  memorialbts 
pray  such  aid  as  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem 
proper  to  grant 

The  importance  and  utility  of  roads  and  canals,  to 
facilitate  and  increase  commercial  intercourse  among 
the  several  States  of  our  widely  extended  Republic, 
have  been  so  fully  and  ably  represented  in  several  re- 
ports, heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  it  is  thought 
unneoessaiy  to  enlarge  further  upon  the  subject 

The  committee  view  the  proposed  canal  as  a  work 
of  great  national  importance,  not  only  as  one  link 
in  the  chain  of  inland  navigation  along  our  seaboard, 
which  has  heen  for  many  years  contemplated,  but 
also,  as  it  will  ftunish  to  Uie  Government,  in  time  of 
war,  great  advantages  in  a  more  expeditions  and 
cheap  conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
across  the  peninsula  between  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  bays,  the  want  of  which  was  severely  felt 
during  our  late  hostilities  with  Great  Britain.  Under 
this  impression,  the  committee  deem  the  said  canal 
worthy  of  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress. 
The  company  being  incorporated  and  organized,  it  is 
believed  a  subscription,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  a  certain  number  of  shares  of  the  capital 
stock,  would  encourage  and  insure  the  completion  of 
the  woric,  without  infringing  any  principle  of  the 
eonstitntion,  and  without  incurring  any  loss  to  the 
Government  The  committee,  therefoie,  report  a 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sub- 
scribe, in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  United 

States,  for sharoe  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 

Chesapeake  and  DeUware  Canal  Company. 

Wbdnssdat,  April  28» 

In  pursuance  of  a  notice  given  yesterday, 
Mr.  BsKTON  aaked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing bill  : 


AbiU  tomll  and  ditpofe  of  the  refltte  land$  belonffv^ 
to  the  U9nted  Siatea, 

Be  ii  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall 
be  hereafter  odBfered  at  public  sale,  and  shall  remain 
five  years  thereafter  without  being  sold  at  the  mini- 
mum price  of  one  dollar  twen^^ve  cents  per  acre, 
shall  be  asain  offered  at  public  sale,  but  shall  not  be 
sold  for  a  less  sum  than  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  any  head 
of  a  family,  or  young  man  above  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  or  widow,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
may  demand  and  receive  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  proper  land  office  a  written  permission 
to  take  possession  of,  and  settle  upon,  any  half  quar- 
ter section  of  land  which  shall  remain  unsold,  after 
having  been  offered  for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  upon  inhabiting  and  culti- 
vating the  same  for  three  successive  years,  shidl  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  patent  therefor,  as  a  donation 
from  the  United  States. 

Ssj.  8.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted,  That  the  lands 
which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  having  been  of- 
fered for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  may  be  sold  at  private  sale  for  that  sum,  at 
any  time  before  permission  shall  have  been  granted 
to  settle  on  the  same. 

In  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  Mr. 
BxNTON  said  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss 
it-r-probably  the  time  would  not  come  during 
the  present  session.  In  that  event,  what  was 
done  now  would  operate  as  a  notice  for  the 
next  session  ;  would  turn  the  minds  of  the 
Senators  to  the  changes  contempteted,  and 
would  prevent  the  necessity  of  delay.  He  be- 
lieved that  a  change  in  the  manner  of  selling 
public  lands  was  called  for,  both  bv  the  voice 
of  the  people  and  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment. By  the  present  rule,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
good  and  the  bad  land  are  lield  at  the  same 
price.  The  best  can  be  got  for  $1  26  per  acre 
— ^the  worst  cannot  be  had  for  less.  The  mini- 
mum of  $1  25  per  acre  for  all  sorts  of  land  was 
arbitrary  and  unjust  It  was  unjust  to  the  peo- 
ple, because  it  prevented  them  from  getting  the 
inferior  land  at  a  fair  price ;  unjust  to  the 
States,  because  it  checked  their  population, 
and  deprived  them  of  tiieir  right  of  taxation; 
ui^ust  to  the  nation,  because  it  prevented  the 
public  Treasury  from  receiving  the  money 
which  such  land  was  worth,  and  for  which  it 
would  selL  The  continuance  of  the  rule  would 
give  to  the  United  States  the  fabled  position  of 
the  dog  and  the  manger.  The  rule  should  be 
changed.  The  United  States  is  a  great  land 
seller,  and  she  should  follow  the  practice  of  all 
other  sellers ;  she  should  apportion  her  price  to 
the  quality  of  her  land.  When  a  quarter  sec- 
tion nas  been  offered  for  years  at  $1  26  per 
acre,  and  nobody  will  give  that  sum,  it  is  proof 
that  it  is  not  worth  it,  and  justice  to  the  people, 
the  States,  and  the  Treasury,  requires  that  it 
should  be  offered  again  at  a  less  price.  The 
bill  introduced  assumes  fifty  cents  per  acre,  as 
the  second  minimum  at  which  such  lands  should 
be  offered ;  and  it  proposes  to  give  away,  with- 
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out  price,  to  such  poor  persons  as  may  be  will- 
ing to  take  and  cultivate  them,  the  refuse  lands 
which  will  not  sell  for  that  sunu 

The  leave  was  given  to  introduce  the  bill, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Tariff, 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  bj  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of 
the  Senate. 

The  first  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the 
following  proviso : 

^PtwAied^  nho^  That  the  provioozis  of  this  act 
ihall  not  apply  to,  or  be  enforced  against,  importa- 
tions  of  goods  fh>m  ports  or  places  eastward  of  the 
Ci^  of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before 
the  Brat  of  November  next  ensuing." 

Mr.  DiOKEBSoN,  and  Mr,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, explained  the  object  of  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  iron,  in 
bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
twdve  pounds  weight." 

Mr.  Mills  supported  his  amendment  at  con- 
siderable length,  by  showing  the  great  impor- 
tance of  this  article  to  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, from  the  humblest  laborer  up  to  the  plant- 
er and  the  merchant^  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation,  and  to  the  manufacturer,  as  well  as 
others,  and  commented  upon  the  impolicy  of 
imposing  a  higher  duty  upon  an  article  of  such 
absolute  necessity  to  the  country,  and  to  pro- 
duce which,  in  such  quantities  as  to  meet  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  it  was,  as  he 
thought,  utterly  incompetent 

Mr.  DiOKEBSoN  said,  that  he  was  not  sorry 
that  the  enemies  of  the  tariff  had  selected  iron 
as  the  first  article  of  attack,  because,  if  there  is 
any  part  of  the  bill  that  will  stand  the  test,  it 
is  this — and  because  the  fate  of  the  bill  depends 
very  much  upon  our  success  or  failure  in  this 
particular. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Mills)  has  informed  us  that  we  ought  not  to 
lay  heavy  duties  upon  an  article  of  indispensa- 
ble necessity  to  us  for  our  defence  in  war— an 
article  of  general  use  at  all  times,  and  without 
which  we  cannot  even  procure  our  food.  But 
these  are  precisely  the  reasons  in  favor  of  pro- 
tecting the  manufacture  of  iron,  of  securing  it 
to  ourselves.  Shall  we  unnecessarily  depend 
upon  foreign  nations,  three  or  four  thousand 
miles  dist^t  from  us,  for  articles  absolutely 
necessary  for  our  defence  or  our  existence  ? 

We  have  the  means  of  making  as  much  iron 
as  we  want  for  our  own  consumption,  and  as 
much  more  for  exportation. 

Our  mountains  are  filled  with  rich  veins  of 
magnetic  iron  ore.    The  streams  suitable  for 


iron  works  are  abundant — ^the  mouDtains  are 
covered  with  wood,  large  portions  of  which  are 
unfit  for  cultivation. 

Our  immense  tracts  of  alluvial  soil,  also, 
abound  with  iron  ore,  and  wood — the  advan- 
tages of  which  will  be  lost  to  the  country  if  the 
manufacture  of  iron  is  not  protected.  There 
is  no  mineral  so  universally  distributed  over  this 
country  as  iron ;  and  it  is  believed  that  there  is 
not  a  State  in  the  Union,  in  which  this  artide 
could  not  be  found,  in  sufficient  qtiantities  for 
the  consumption  of  the  State. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  in  all  its  detaOa,  re- 
quires a  great  number  of  laborers.  If  protected 
in  this  country,  it  would  draw  a  large  popidataon 
from  agriculture,  in  which  too  many  are  en- 
gaged. This  portion  of  our  population  would 
immediately  become  the  purchasers  and  not  the 
sellers  of  the  produce  of  the  soil,  and  thus  est- 
hance  the  value  of  real  estate,  and  afford  a  bet- 
ter interest  for  capital  and  profit  for  lahor  em- 
ployed in  agriculture. 

Mr.  HoLHBS,  of  Maine,  supported  the  motion 
to  strike  out  this  duty.  He  proceeded  to  show 
the  unjust  and  partial  operation  upon  oertua 
classes  of  the  community,  and  replied  to  the 
arguments  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Dioksbsoit. 

Mr.  Mills  made  some  further  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Dickbsson. 

i&.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  also  addressed 
the  Senate  in  support  of  the  motion  of  lus 
colleague,  and  in  answer  to  some  of  the  positions 
taken  by  Mr.  Diokebson.  He  alluded  to  the 
advantages  which  the  home  manufacturers  al- 
ready possess  over  the  importer  of  this  article. 
He  assigned  the  gratifying  prosperity  of  our 
country  as  the  principcd  reason  that  operated 
against  the  domestic  production  of  iron.  That 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  advance  price  our 
labor  bears  over  that  of  the  degraded  peculation 
of  the  part  of  Europe  where  this  article  is  pro- 
duced ;  and  the  price  of  labor,  he  said,  was  a 
test  of  national  prosperity.  He  remarked  upon 
the  encouragement  which  had  been  said,  }asf 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to  have  been 
extended  to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  conntfy; 
and  upon  the  retributive  policy  that  would, 
probably,  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations,  if  this 
bill  were  passed. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government — ^it  was  the  principle  in 
which  the  Republic  was  founded — ^to  enoonrage, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  the  intereats  of  Uie 
whole  people — and,  where  there  were  diviaioDa 
of  interes^  to  look  to  the  claims  of  the  iarg^ 
and  most  important  part  He  compared  tiie 
relative  importance  to  the  country,  of  the  ship* 
ping  and  commercial  interests,  and  the  great 
class  of  mechanics  dependent  on  them,  with 
the  miners  and  makers  of  iron.  He  spoke  of 
the  embarrassments  which  the  shipping  inter- 
est already  labored  under,  and  procMded  to 
show  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  go  to 
impose  additional,  and  far  neavier,  burdens  npon 
them.  He  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  rather 
entitled  a  bill  to  oppress  the  agriouhoral,  to 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 


569 


April,  1824.] 


The  Tariff^ffemfk 


[Senate. 


crush  the  oommercial,  and  eventnallj  to  ii\jare 
the  manofiactarmg  interests  of  the  oonntry ;  for, 
the  reaction  of  the  bill  would  probably  be  the 
most  tremendous  effect  of  it.  The  agricultural 
interest  was  the  great  and  controlling  interest, 
and  when  they  once  realized  its  effect,  thej 
would  repeal  it,  and  also  prostrate  every  thing 
that  had  grown  up  under  it. 

Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  Russian  trade,  as  one  of 
the  most  advantageous  which  this  country  ever 
pursued.  He  denied,  altogether,  that  there  was 
a  balance  against  us,  in  this  trade,  and  proceed- 
ed to  ezplahi  the  course  which  had  generally 
been  pursued,  in  relation  to  it  If  called  up 
again,  upon.the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  Mr. 
L.  said  he  should  endeavor  more  fblly  to  explain 
his  reasons  for  believing  that  all  the  ideas  of 
biJances  of  trade  against  this  country,  founded 
on  the  custom-house  returns,  were  the  vain  and 
visionary  hallucinations  of  the  minds  of  mere 
theorists. 

Mr.  D^WoLF  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  this 
item  in  the  bill.  He  recurred  to  the  general 
features  of  the  bill,  as  intended  for  the  encour- 
agement of  our  domestic  industry,  and  leading 
the  people  to  do  for  themselves  what  they  want 
done.  This  article  was  one  great  branch  of  the 
whole  system  included  in  the  bill,  and  he 
thouffht  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  duty  only  went  to  show  its  pro- 
priety. The  home  market,  Hir.  D'W.  considered 
as  the  most  important  to  every  nation.  The 
balance  of  trade,  he  said,  ought  certainly  to  \>e 
taken  in  ttie  aggregate.  If  we  sell  to  the  other 
nations  more  than  we  buy  from  them,  the 
balance,  of  course,  is  in  our  favor.  He  denied 
that  other  nations  bought  of  us,  because  we 
bought  of  them:  each  nation  bought  what  it 
wanted,  and  no  more. 

He  compared  the  business  of  a  nation  to  that 
of  an  individual.  It  was  alike  necessary  for 
both  to  keep  an  account  of  what  was  coming 
in  and  going  out  He  knew  that  the  commercitd 
interests  were  languishing,  and  other  interests 
were  in  the  same  situation.  The  facilities  ex- 
tended to  the  importation  and  use  of  foreign 
articles  in  this  country  were  very  great  He 
believed  the  interests  of  every  State  in  the 
Union  would  eventually  be  promoted  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  encouraging  the  indus- 
try of  the  country.  The  bill  was  intended  to 
save  the  labor  of  the  country,  and  throw  it  upon 
its  own  resources.  As  to  l^e  effect  on  the 
revenue,  he  considered  it  a  mere  bugbear,  as  the 
people,  in  some  shape  or  other,  must  pay  the 
revenue.  The  means  they  possess  to  pay  it  are 
of  much  more  importance  than  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  paid. 

Mr.  HoLvss,  of  Maine,  denied,  altogether,  that 
any  encouragement  had  been  extended  by  the 
Government  to  the  fisheries  of  the  country. 
The  bounty,  he  contended,  was  merely  a  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  salt 

The  question  on  Mr.  MiLts^s  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in'the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 


Yeas.— Messn.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Edwards 
Elliott,  Gaillaid,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Maoon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virgi- 
nia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 24. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D*Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

So  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  from  the  bill. 
The  Senate  then  ai^oumed. 

Thubsdat,  April  29. 

Lands  and  Town  Lots  for  Academies  and  Schools 

in  Missouri. 

Mr.  BxNTON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoris- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
selected,  in  separate  parcels,  or  in  sections,  as  much 
land  as  will  amount  to  two  of  the  townships  hereto- 
fore granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  of  Missoii,  for 
the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning.  Also^  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  town  of 
St  Louis,  and  to  other  towns  and  villages  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  the  support  of  schools,  the  lots 
and  pieces  of  ground,  within  such  towns  and  villages, 
which  may  have  been  heretofore  reserved  for  military 
purposes,  and  not  now  needed  for  such  use. 

The  Tariff, 
The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  unfinished  business  of  yester- 
day, being  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  ^^  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports.^' 
Mr.  EiKo,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Hemp, 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause : 
**  On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Llotd  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  his  motion.  He  expressed  his  high  estima- 
tion for  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  and  re- 
gretted that  this  motion  would  not,  probably, 
meet  their  approbation.  He  proceeded  to  show 
the  importance  of  this  article,  and  the  improba- 
bility of  a  sufficient  production  to  meet  the  de- 
mand for  consumption.  He  portrayed  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  Northern  States. 
From  their  former  embarrassed  situation  they 
had  recovered,  and  had  now  become  prosperous 
and  happy,  unaided  by  any  extraordinary  as- 
sistance by  way  of  duties  from  the  Govern- 
ment. He  spoke  particularly  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  nad  already  been  extended  to  the 
domestic  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  failure  to 
produce  it  in  any  considerable  quantity.  Mr. 
L  adverted  to  the  causes  of  this  failure,  and  the 
want  of  the  natural  advantages  necessary  to  the 
growth  of  this  article.     Even  if  Kentucky 
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could  raise  the  article  in  snfBicient  quantities 
with  this  enormous  bounty  to  encourage  the 
growth,  he  said  the  cordage  made  from  it  would 
come  hiffher  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the 
world  where  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Ohandleb  said  he  rose  to  give  the  reasons 
which  wonld  govern  liim  in  giving  his  vote  on 
this  question.  He  voted  yesterday  against  strik- 
ing out  the  article  of  iron,  not  because  he  would 
vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House, 
which  he  could  not  do,  but  because  he  was  will- 
ing to  give  an  opportunity  so  to  amend  the  bUl, 
if  possible,  as  to  make  it  acceptable,  and  so  as 
to  bear  equally  on  the  severu  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  that  each  section  may  receive  equal 
benefits ;  but,  to  give  it  this  effect,  the  bill  must 
undergo  material  changes.  Not  only  the  article 
of  hemp,  but  of  very  species  of  duck  and  cord- 
age, and  of  spirits,  must  be  stricken  out,  or  mar 
terially  altered,  before  he  could  give  his  vote  for 
the  bilL  He  should  vote  for  striking  out  tiie 
article  of  hemp. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the 
subject  before  the  Senate  involved  political 
considerations  which  had,  on  his  mind^  a  greater 
influence  than  the  combination  of  all  others. 
Domestic  industry,  said  Mr  J.,  renders  us  inde- 
pendent, as  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  neces- 
saries and  comforts  of  life.  It  derives  its 
greatest  value  from  the  fact  that  it  fosters  and 
secures  the  public  liberty. 

In  vain  may  we  look  for  such  daring  spirits 
to  defend  our  invaded  country  as  appeared 
on  the  plains  of  Ohippewa,  and  seized  the 
laurels  of  New  Orleans,  if  that  country  be  des- 
tined to  remain  dependent  upon  powers  con- 
fessedly hostile  for  Uie  greater  portion  of  what 
renders  life  convenient  and  honorable.  In  vain 
may  we  look  for  heroes  willing  to  consecrate 
their  hearts^  blood  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, and  for  the  vindication  of  its  rights,  if  it 
must  be  their  miserable  destiny  to  be  supplied 
only  from  foreign  resources  with  the  materials 
of  defence. 

It  is  high  time,  said  Mr.  J.,  to  change  the 
policy  which  we  have  pursued.  The  public 
voice  loudly  calls  for  it,  and  that  voice  deserves 
to  be  heard  by  the  Representatives  of  the  na- 
tion. We  are  addressed,  indeed,  in  liie  ardent 
tone  of  pecuniary  feeling,  to  i^ow  the  people  to 
purchase  merchandise  where  they  can  obtain  it 
cheapest.  Admit  the  propriety  of  this  course : 
I  feel  myself  at  liberty,  sir,  to  deny  that  the 
system  which  we  have  pursued  has  afforded  us 
articles  on  the  most  moderate  terms.  Previous 
to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  during 
the  contest,  our  army  and  our  navy  were  not 
only  deficient  in  the  comforts  of  clothing,  when 
many  of  our  citizens  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
construct  them  from  the  ample  materials  which 
our  country  supplies,  but  when  merchandise  of 
this  description  was  found  in  our  markets,  the 
Government,  as  well  as  individuals,  had  to  pur- 
chase them  at  the  most  extravagant  prices, 
f^om  four  to  ten  times  their  ordinary  current 
worth.    It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  we  have  im- 


properly excluded  from  our  ddlar  and  cent 
calculation  the  effects  which  the  policy  of  the 
late  belligerent  powers  of  Europe  produced 
upon  our  commerce  and  our  articles  of  mer- 
chandise. We  are  now  enjoying  the  blesedogs 
which  the  welcome  calm  of  peace  ever  intro- 
duces. We  can  purchase  the  manufactures  of 
Europe  on  terms  perfectly  moderate.  Bat,  alas! 
in 'Correspondence  with  the  erring  tendencies  of 
tha  human  mind,  we  have  forgotten  British 
Orders  in  Council,  French,  Ber^  and  Milan 
decrees,  those  interruptions  of  trade  and  confis- 
cators  of  property,  and  are  dianting  ourselves 
to  repose.  We  are  crying  peace,  peace,  when 
we  know  not  how  soon  destruction  may  come 
upon  us.  The  sound  philosopher,  the  distin- 
guished statesman,  must  not  look  on  society  in 
relation  merely  to  the  passing  moment;  his 
view  of  the  interests  of  his  country  must  alike 
involve  retrospection  and  anticipation.  Not 
only  is  he  bound  to  promote  the  proq>erity  of 
the  present  generation — ^the  interests  of  the 
future  are  confided  to  his  charge.  If  sach  ocm- 
siderations  be  the  result  of  sound  policy,  it  be- 
comes us  to  take  into  our  calcula1i<m  the  meiUn- 
choly  examples  which  our  Bevolutionarj  strug- 
gles and  the  inconveniences  of  the  late  war  ex- 
hibit The  losses  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
nation,  during  those  periods,  for  want  of  dcwMs- 
tic  manufactures,  would  alone  furnish' matenab 
for  a  volume.  That  season  of  ^oom  and  trial 
induced  many  of  our  enterprising  Gitizens  to 
invest  capital  to  a  prodigious  amount  in  manu- 
factures of  the  first  necessity,  and  conducing 
to  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  coun- 
trymen. A  valuable  home  market  was  created 
for  the  consumption  of  the  productions  of  our 
soil,  affording  to  the  farmer  l^e  means  of  in- 
dependence, and  enabling  him  to  obtain  aa 
equivalent  for  his  labor,  in  the  artides  which  be 
could  not  furnish  himself. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  relied  to  Mr.  John- 
son. He  said  the  object  for  which  our  fathen 
fought  was  to  free  their  children  from  tyranny 
and  oppressive  taxation.  This  protection  of  one 
State  against  another  was  but  a  plan  to  rob  one 
to  enrich  another.  In  relation  to  the  depreasian 
of  the  surplus  of  our  productiona  in  foreign 
markets,  this  bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  no  protectkm 
against-  it  The  nrice  of  those  commodities 
could  only  be  fixea  by  competition.  Hie  best 
protection  to  cotton-growers  would  be  to  admit 
foreign  fabrics  freely,  and  thereby  create  a  gen- 
eral demand  for  the  article.  This  protection  to 
our  own  articles  was  merely  a  tribnte  to  capi- 
talists. 

Mr.  Yait  Bubxn  said  that  he  rose  for  the  pnr^ 
pose  of  explanation  only ;  to  reconcile  bis  pres- 
ent vote  with  one  he  was  prepared,  and  would, 
doubtless,  be  called  upon  to  give  on  the  qneetioa 
under  consideration.  He  was  in  favor  of  in- 
creasing the  duty  on  hemp  witb  a  view  of 
affording  protection  to  its  cultivation  in  diia 
country.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  a  liberal 
but  reasonable  increase.  The  one  proposed  by 
the  bill  he  thought  was  not  of  that  cnancter. 
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The  present  duty  is  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  the  one 
contained  in  the  bill  is  forty-fonr  dollars  and 
eighty  cents  per  ton,  making  an  increase  of 
nearly  fifty  per  centom.  Mr.  Y.  B.  oonld  not 
think  that  the  cnltivation  of  the  article  in  ques- 
tion required  for  its  protection  so  great  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty ;  nor  would  a  due  regard  to 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  country  admit 
of  its  imposition.  If,  therefore,  the  motion  of 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts  had  been  to 
strike  out  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  it  to  a  reasonable  amount,  Mr.  Y. 
B.  would  have  voted  for  it  But  his  >motion 
was  not  of  that  character.  It  was  to  strike  the 
duty  on  hemp  out  of  the  bill,  to  which  he  (Mr. 
V.  B.)  was  opposed.  Whilst,  therefore,  he 
would  vote  against  striking  out,  he  was  prepared 
to  reduce  the  duty  contained  in  the  bill  to  an 
amount  which,  in  his  best  Judgment,  would  be 
just  and  politic. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  addressed   the 
Senate. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  articles  of 
agricultural  growth,  which,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  our  present  Government,  under 
our  happy  constitution,  received  this  Govern- 
mental aid,  are  those  of  cotton,  the  manufactures 
of  tobacco  and  sugar— the  last  of  which  articles, 
although  not  grown  at  the  period  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  duty,  and  therefore  not  within  the 
scope  of  that  protection  intended  to  be  afforded 
to  the  others,  nas,  in  effect,  received  all  that 
protection  and  fostering  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  perpetuation  of  this  duty,  which 
it  could  have  done  had  it  been  within  the  view 
of  the  policy  which  dictated  those  duties  on 
cotton  and  tobacco.  The  continuance  of  such 
duty  since  the  period  of  its  adoption,  with 
so  much  success  to  a  portion  of  our  acquired 
territory  of  Louisiana,  is  founded  upon  the 
same  considerations  of  a  wise  and  enlightened 
policy,  which  gave  birth  to  the  co-equal  imposi- 
tion on  those  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  enti- 
tles the  other  {>ortions  of  the  community,  who 
do  not  participate  in  this  rich  and  valuable  pro- 
duction, to  ask  and  expect  fW>m  the  growers  of 
this,  with  the  other  enumerated  articles,  the 
same  return  of  reciprocal  good  will,  and  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  same  advantages,  by  an  exten- 
sion Qf  adequate  protection  in  tiie  cultivation  of 
other  agricultural  productions  peculiar  to  the 
other  portions  of  our  extensive  and  diversifi^ 
soils  and  climates.  That  there  is  great  distress 
prevailing  in  the  agricultural  classes  of  society, 
not  only  of  the  interior  and  Western  States,  but 
even  in  those  of  the  Southern,  heretofore  en» 
gaged  in  a  most  profitable  cultivation ;  that  the 
foreign  markets  are  glutted  with  the  article  of 
cotton,  the  result  of  which  has  been  a  con- 
tinued and  alarming  depression  in  the  price  of 
this  article;  that  the  increased  production  of 
cotton,  by  its  successful  introduction  in  the 
Brazils,  and  in  other  portions  of  the  recentiy 
emancipated  provinces  of  South  America,  lie 
luxuriant  fertility  of  which,  combined  with  the 
more  auspicious  and  favored  climates  of  our 


globe,  by  increasing  the  competition  amongst 
the  growers  of  this  valuable  staple  in  these 
States,  tends  not  only  to  diminish  the  profits  of 
our  cultivation,  by  increased  competition  in  the 
markets,  but  so  to  overstock  it  as  to  annihilate 
entirely  the  profits  of  the  cultivation,  to  draw 
us  from  the  cultivation,  and  to  overwhelm,  in 
irremediable  ruin,  those  portions  of  our  popula- 
tion whose  prosperity  essentially  depends  upon 
this  staple  article. 

If  these  facttf  are  recognized  on  all  sides,  and 
acknowledged  by  these  cultivators  themselves, 
the  violent  opposers  of  this  bill,  does  it  not 
behoove  them  to  pause,  and  consider  well 
whether  they  themselves  have  not  a  common 
interest  with  every  portion  of  this  Union  in  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactares,  to 
increase  and  extend  the  home  market  for  this 
staple  article,  by  which  the  domestic  consump- 
tion of  the  country  will  increase  and  extend, 
not  only  the  domestic  manufacture,  but  the 
consumption  of  this  raw  material,  the  uses  of 
which  are  so  rapidly  extending  themselves 
through  all  classes  of  society  ? 

But  it  is  objected,  by  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  who  moves  to  strike  out  this  item  in  the 
bill,  that  this  article  of  hemp  cannot  be  pro- 
duced and  dressed  in  such  manner  and  in  sa6h 
quality  as  to  answer  for  the  purpose  of  rigging 
our  merchant  vessels ;  that  whatever  may  be  the 
quality  or  capacity  of  the  soil  for  its  production, 
the  length  of  the  days,  with  the  great  warmth 
of  the  sun,  in  those  parts  of  Russia  where  this 
article  is  cultivated,  in  which  the  sun  is  twenty- 
two  hours  above  the  horizon,  is  essential  to  the 
successful  water-rotting  of  hemp,  the  only 
mode  of  preparing  and  curing  this  article  which 
can  fit  and  prepare  it  for  the  rigging  of  vessels ; 
that  the  climate  of  Kentucky,  unsuitable  for 
this  purpose,  with  the  situation  of  its  rivers, 
deeply  imbedded,  and  fiowing  at  great  depths 
below  the  surface  of  the  eartii,  with  the  foetid 
odor  which  exhales  during  this  process  of  water- 
rotting,  forbid  all  just  expectation  that  Ken- 
tucky could  ever  produce,  even  with  the  pro- 
tection of  this  bill,  this  article  of  proper  quidity 
for  the  use  of  our  marine  or  navy. 

These  objections,  Mr.  President,  however 
specious,  are  founded  in  mistakes  and  miscon- 
ceptions, as  regards  the  capacity  of  the  soil  and 
climate  of  our  country,  compared  with  those  of 
Russia,  as  well  as  in  the  capacities,  the  qualities, 
and  resources,  of  our  countrymen,  to  surmount 
any  real  difficulties  which  may  present  them- 
selves. As  respects  the  first,  nature  has  not 
been  so  niggard  of  her  gifts,  as  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honorable  gentieman  would  imply ; 
for,  I  am  still  to  learn,  sir,  if;  indeed,  the  fact 
be  so,  that  the  country  of  the  Ukraine,  though 
blessed  with  a  fertile  soil  and  auspicious  clime, 
well  adapted  to  the  successful  cnltivation  of 
this  important  staple,  and  from  which  the  im- 
portations of  our  foreign  hemp  are  made,  is 
endowed  with  any  happy  peculiarities  for  this 
purpose,  with  which  the  same  mumficent  and 
Almighty  hand  has  not  spread,  its  equal  bles»- 
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ings  on  our  Western  climes ;  although  the  hand 
of  industry  and  successful  cultivation  has  as 
yet  developed,  but  in  a  comparatively  small  de- 
gree, the  capacities  which  they  present  to  the 
hand  of  industry,  of  labor,  and  of  art,  under 
the  cultivation  of  her  hardy  and  industrious 
sons.  And  permit  me  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  limited  information  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  in  relation  to  the  topography  of 
Kentucky,  has  betrayed  him ;  for,  though  it  is 
true  that  the  river  Kentucky,  from  which  our 
State  derives  its  name,  is  sunk  from  two  to 
three  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the  ad- 
jacent land ;  the  channel  being  lined  in  many 
parts  with  white  mai'ble  clins,  beautifid  and 
romantic  in  a  high  degree ;  yet,  it  is  equally 
true,  and  equally  known  to  idl  who  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  face  and  aspect  of  our  State, 
that,  in  this  extraordinary  tract,  this  river  is 
peculiar  there,  and  that  not  only  the  rivers, 
but  creeks,  rills,  and  branches,  from  which  sup- 
plies of  water  are  to  be  collected  in  dams  and 
ponds,  which,  combined  with  the  Summer  sun, 
which  remains  above  the  horizon  only  fifteen 
hours  in  our  happy  clime,  is  believed  to  be 
quite  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect  desired, 
such  partial  decomposition  of  the  vegetable 
ffluten  of  this  important  staple  as  fits  it  for  the 
Drake,  and  which,  with  the  proper  dressing, 
will  produce  the  article  possessed  of  all  the 
properties  requisite  for  the  manufacturing,  not 
only  the  cable,  and  other  rigging,  but  sailiB  for 
our  merchant  vessels,  equal  to  even  that  of  Rus- 
sia, or  any  other  portion  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  HoLif£8,  of  Maine,  wished  all  mankind 
was  afflicted  with  the  same  distresses  as  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  They  have  a  fine  climate 
and  soil,  and  a  great  surplus  of  the  productions 
of  the  earth ;  not  so,  he  said,  with  the  people  of 
Maine — ^they  have  to  work  hard,  and  get  but 
little  produce  for  it.  And  now  they  are  to  be 
taxed  by  this  bill  to  find  a  market  for  the  Ken- 
tucky hemp ;  he  explained  the  course  which  the 
article  had  taken  in  this  country.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  of  domestic  industry — ^he  believed 
the  industry  of  seamen  and  fishermen  was  do- 
mestic industry.  The  gentlemen  from  Ken- 
tucky had  said  that  the  duty  was  not  prohibi- 
tory ;  they  are  willing  not  quite,  but  almost^  to 
prohibit  an  article,  scarcely  a  ton  of  which 
do  they  now  produce.  He  denied  all  the  posi- 
tions which  had  been  taken  in  relation  to  the 
balance  of  trade — ^nobody,  he  said,  could  under- 
stand it.  It  had  been  millions  against  us  ever 
since  he  could  recollect  The  property  had 
always  been  going  out  of  the  country;  and 
what  is  the  proof  of  this  doctrine?  He  asked, 
if  the  proof  was  to  be  sought  in  the  growing 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute  ac- 
cumulation of  millions  every  year.  He  asked 
if  the  Navy,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  spoken,  was  peculiarly  the  prop- 
erty of  the  East  ?  If  the  West  had  no  protec- 
tion to  seek  from  it  ?  As  to  the  fortifications, 
almost  all  that  had  been  made  since  he  liad 
been  in  Congress  had  been  for  the  protection 


of  the  West.  The  principal  one  of  the  East 
had  been  erected  before  the  establishment  of 
this  Government  And,  upon  these  grounds 
we  are  asked  to  impose  a  duty  of  forty-five  per 
cent,  on  an  article  which  we  do  not  yet  produce 
at  qXL  Mr.  H.  thought  this  one  of  the  most 
extravagant  items  in  this  most  extravagant  bilL 

Mr.  RuoGLEs  said  this  was  framed,  he  be- 
lieved, as  a  bill  for  the  general  encouragement 
of  all  branches  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
country.  He  believed  this  item  would  not  bo 
as  ii\jurious  to  the  Atlantic  States  as  they 
seemed  to  imagine ;  he  went  on  to  show  why 
it  would  not  have  so  bad  a  tendency  as  was 
supposed ;  he  thought  that,  at  least,  tLe  advan- 
tage of  furnishing  we  article  for  the  Navy,  and 
for  the  coasting  trade,  ought  to  be  accorded  to 
the  Western  States.  He  commented  npoQ  the 
advantages  they  possessed  for  the  growth  ol 
this  article,  and  the  great  benefits  that  would 
be  derived  to  the  country  from  its  production. 
He  could  not  believe  the  difference  betweoi 
the  foreign  aud  domestic  article  so  great  as  to 
warrant  the  rise  of  the  foreign  article  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  domestic. 

Mr.  Eaton  believed  every  gentlemaa  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  but  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  express  his  opinion  in  a 
few  words.  He  admitted  the  positions  taken 
in  regjard  to  certcdn  branches  of  our  trade, 
wherein  there  were  very  small  exports,  and 
increased  imports.  But,  he  contended  that  the 
balance  of  trade  with  England  had  been  against 
this  country  ever  since  the  war.  He  pnrsaed 
his  remarks  upon  the  course  of  trade.  He  be- 
lieved that  more  had  been  done  for  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  than  for  all  the  other 
interests  put  together,  and  recurred  to  the  ton- 
nage duties,  and  other  protecting  measores,  to 
prove  it.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant items  in  the  bill,  and  he  should  con- 
sider it  as  lost  if  it  was  stricken  out  When 
the  hemp  was  out,  the  duck  w^ould  go»  and  aH 
the  rest  of  the  bill  with  it  He  contended  for 
such  a  degree  of  protection  to  the  article  aa 
would  encourage  its  domestic  growth,  without 
amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  the  foreign  article. 
He  referred  to  the  price  it  had  borne  during 
the  war,  and  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Got- 
emment  to  see  that  the  nation  was,  in  some 
measure,  prepared  for  a  state  of  war.  He 
thought  the  only  question  in  relation  to  this  bill 
was.  Whether  we  were  willing  to  rely^  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  or 
whether  we  were  to  produce  them  for  ourselvesL. 
The  only  way  to  make  the  community  prosper, 
he  believed,  was  to  extend  a  general  protection 
to  all  the  great  branches  of  employment.  He 
believed  commerce  was  never  more  depressed 
than  at  present  Our  cities  were  filled  with 
paupers ;  and  yet  we  are'  to  go  to  the  work- 
shops of  Europe  to  get  the  artides  we  want  for 
consumption.  He  conceived  the  policy  of  this 
measure  to  be  necessary  to  protect  us  against 
that  of  other  nations.  It  was  not  a  matter 
appertaining  to  one  section  of  the  ooontiyy 
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bat  it  was  a  subject  of  great  national  con- 
cern. 

Mr.  Kdto,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  im- 
position of  this  duty  bore  hard  upon  a  partion- 
lar  interest  of  the  conntry.  If  gentlemen  wish 
to  encourage  the  production  of  hemp  and  iron, 
they  ought  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  bounties 
on  these  articles.  The  burden  would  then  fall 
equally  upon  the  community.  There  was  the 
same  constitution^  right  to  pass  an  act  grant- 
ing bounties  on  these  articles,  as  to  encourage 
their  production  in  the  way  proposed  by  this 
bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  carried  in  the  afiSrmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

For  ttriking  oat — JAmou  Barbour,  Bnmoh,  Chaii- 
dler,  CUyton,  Elliott,  dullard,  Hayne,  Hchnes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Miaaissipin,  H.  Jobxison  of  Lou- 
isiana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  Yoik,  Lloyd  of  Maiyland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Panrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 24. 

Against  striking  out — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Brown,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  Jaekson,  Johnson  of  Kentaol^,  Kn^ht, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  McDTaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rnggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Binen—- 2a. 

So  the  duty  on  hemp  was  stricken  out  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Fbidat,  April  80. 
The  Tariff: 
The  Senate,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  •  chair.)  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  biU  from  the  House 
of  Bepresentatiyes,  **to  amend  the  several  acts 
fbr  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

Cotton  Bagging. 

Mr  Kelly  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
-  foQowing  clause:  *^0n  cotton  bagging,  four 
and  a  baif  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  80th 
day  of  June,  1826 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of 
five  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard : "  Irr 
striking  out  from  it  the  words  "*  until  the  80th 
day  of  June,  1826 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of 
flye  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard." 

Mr.  Eellt  sni^ited  his  motion  at  oonrider- 
able  length,  showing  the  impropriety  of  laying 
such  duties  as  to  force  the  manu^ture  of  this 
artide  into  existence;  the  improbability  that 
hemp,  from  which  the  cotton  bagging  is  manu- 
factured, would  be  soon  raised  in  thu  country, 
in  any  great  quantity;  aa  its  culliTation  and 
preparation  for  market  was  a  dirty,  unpleasant 
ooonpation,  and  uncongenial  to  a  people  pos- 
seesing  as  many  blessings,  and  as  many  more 
nnpleasant  means  d  employment,  as  are  pos- 
sessed by  this  people ;  that,  if  the  people  were 
disposed  to  engage  in  the  mannfactnre,  the 


duties  now  existing  afford  sufficient  encourage- 
ment ;  and  that  the  article  ought  not  to  receive 
further  encouragement,  at  the  expense  of  the 
cotton  grower. 

Mr.  Hatnb,  of  South  Oarolina,  rose,  and  after 
some  preliminary  remarks,  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows :  When,  in  1816,  the  bill  was  introduced, 
which  may  be  considered  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  *^  anti-commercial  system,"  great 
alarm  was  excited,  lest  the  principles  now  ^vo- 
Yocated,  should,  at  some  future  period,  be  adopt- 
ed in  our  legislation.  The  advocates  of  that 
bill  expressly  disclaimed  any  idea  of  introducing 
new  manufactures  into  the  country,  much  less 
of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  article 
from  abroad.  The  argument  then  was,  that  in 
the  infancy  of  any  manufacture,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  some  assistance,  to  enable  it  to 
grow  and  acquire  strength,  but  that  such  sup- 
port would  soon  become  unnecessary,  and  those 
establishments  might  then  be  safely  left  to  tiie 
exertion  of  their  own  energies.  The  act  of 
1816,  though  now  called  by  Ihe  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  ^*  prohibitory,"  and,  therefore, 
held  up  as  an  example,  imposed  duties,  then 
deemed  merely  sufficient  to  enable  existing  es- 
tablishments to  bear  up  against  the  pressure  of 
the  times,  but  it  was  expressly  provided  that 
those  duties  should  be  subsequentiy  diminished. 
Thus,  on  all  manufiEtotures  of  wool  and  cotton, 
(except  blankets,  rugs,  and  stuff  goods,)  a  duty 
was  levied  of  26  per  cent  until  the  80th  of 
June,  1819,  and  of  20  per  cent,  after  that  period. 
The  object  was  not  to  prohibit,  but  protect — 
to  give  assistance  in  imncy,  not  to  support 
manhood — to  afford  succor  in  distress,  not 
bounties  in  prosperity.  Baldwin's  Tariff  recog- 
nized these  distinctions,  and  expressly  provid^ 
for  the  diminution  of  the  duties  f^r  three 
years.  But  the  mask  has  now  been  thrown  off. 
The  new  principle  of  progressioe  dutiea  has  been 
introduced  into  this  bill,  and  this  amounts  to  a 
distinct  acknowledgment  that  the  object  now  is. 
not  eompetiHan^  but  prohibition.  I  wish  to  call 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  feature 
of  the  bill — ^now  introduced  into  our  laws  for 
the  first  time. 

The  first  objection  which  I  shall  urge  against 
this  policy,  ia  that  it  assumes,  that  Govern- 
ment is  capable  of  regulating  industry,  better 
than  individuals — a  position  which  is  wholly 
untenable.  From  the  nature  of  things,  labor 
and  capital  should  be  permitted  to  seek  their 
own  employment,  under  the  guidance,  entirely, 
of  individual  prudence  and  sagacity.  Govern- 
ment, from  the  verv  elevation  of  its  position,  is 
necesvarily  incapable  of  taking  that  close  view 
of  the  subject,  and  obtaining  that  accurate 
knowledge  of  details  indispensable  to  a  ju- 
dicious determination  of  the  relative  advantages 
of  different  pursuits,  in  any  community.  This 
depends  so  much  on  local  droumstances,  that 
personal  observation  and  individual  exertions 
are  alone  competent  to  the  ta^.  In  the  do- 
mestic concerns  of  nations,  as  of  individuals, 
it  Is  sufficient  that  men  are  prevented  from 
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trespassing  on  the  property,  or  inyading  the 
rights  of  Uieir  neighb<H«.  In  all  other  respects 
they  should  be  left  entirely  free.  If  any  doubts 
existed  on  this  point,  I  ^ould  have  supposed 
that  the  most  superficial  observer  would  have 
discovered,  in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  our  utter  incapacity  to  accom- 
plish the  task  we  have  assumed.  Though  sur- 
rounded by  manufacturers,  generously  willing 
out  of  their  abundant  stores  of  knowledge  and 
experience  to  supply  all  our  deficienciea,  have 
we  not  found  it  impossible  to  penetrate  the 
veil  thrown  around  the  pursuits  in  which  they 
are  engaged  I  I  will  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  Senate,  and  ask,  whether  the  most  notorious 
facts  have  not  been  denied  or  perverted^  and 
the  most  contradictory  statements  submitted, 
and  whether  we  are  not  at  this  moment  left  in 
profound  ignorance,  not  only  of  the  actual  rate 
of  profits,  but  of  tlie  true  condition  of  every 
branch  of  manufacturing  industry  ?  We  cannot 
know,  therefore,  either  the  degree  of  protection 
wanted,  or  the  best  means  of  extending  it 
Are  not  the  provisions  of  the  bill  eicactly  con- 
formable to  this  state  of  our  information?  I 
will  venture  to  assert  that  no  bill  was  ever  in- 
troduced into  any  legislative  body  in  this,  or 
any  other  country,  composed  of  such  hetero- 
geneous provisions,  and  contradictory  princi- 
ples. Here  is  said  to  be  a  *^  flourishing  manu- 
ijEu>ture,^^  and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  encouraged ; 
here  is  "  a  languishing  establishment,"  and  it 
must  be  sustained;  while  such  as  have  no  ex- 
istence, are  to  be  created ;  some,  because  they 
require  much  skill  and  large  capitals,  and  others, 
because  they  require  neiQier  skill  nor  capitaL 
Some  branches  of  industry  are  to  be  encouraged 
because  others  are  **  overdone,"  but  these  must 
also  be  protected  "  against  foi*e|gp  competition 
threatening  to  destroy  them."  There  are  duties 
on  the  manufactured  articles,  and  duties  on  the 
raw  material ;  and,  in  short,  the  whole  bill  is 
a  tissue  of  inconsistencies.  In  attempting  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  interested  individuals,  we 
are  legislating  in  the  dark,  distributing  the 
national  funds  by  a  species  of  State  lottery — 
scattering  abroad  bounties  and  premiums  of 
unknown  amount;  and  all  this,  without  the 
rational  prospect  of  producing  any  effect,  except 
that  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  dissension  among 
the  people,  and  thereby  introducing  mischief 
which  may  last  to  the  remotest  generations. 
We  are  opening  a  Pandora's  box  of  political 
evils  which,  when  they  have  gone  abroad,  will 
not  even  leave  hope  at  the  bottom* 

This  system  of  regulating,  by  law,  the  private 
pursuits  of  men,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  passing  laws  for  increasing  the  profits  of 
certain  employments,  and  lessening  the  profits 
of  others,  thereby  driving  men  from  the  pur- 
suits of  their  choice  to  those  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  pleased  to  &vor,  has,  it  is  true,  been 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  other  nations,  and 
comes  down  to  us  from  Uie  remotest  ages.  But 
I  consider  it,  sir,  only  as  a  part  of  that  system 
of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  rule,  to  which  men  I 


have  been  subjected  in  every  age.  If  it  hai 
become  venerable,  it  is  only  from  time,  and, 
like  monarchy,  has  no  djums  to  our  respect 
but  its  antiquity.  I  admit,  that,  in  EDg^land, 
the  industry  of  individuals  has  always  beea 
thus  regulated.  We  know,  that  in  that  coua- 
try  emigration  la,  in  many  cases^  prohibited; 
that  the  wages  of  labor,  and  employment  of 
capital,  and  even  the  price  of  commodities,  are^ 
in  various  ways,  directed  and  controUed.  In 
other  parts  of  Europe,  the  doctrine  of  r^giok- 
tion  is  carried  still  further,  and  a  man^s  re- 
li^ous  and  political  opiniona,  as  well  as  his  par- 
suits,  are  taken  *4n  the  holy  keeping  ^  of  thon 
whose  only  qualification  for  the  task  oonsislB  in 
their  anxious  desire  to  keep  down,  the  aspinr 
tions  of  the  immortal  mind. 

Sir,  it  would  afford  matter  for  curiooa  specs- 
ladon,  if  the  various  regulations  by  whidh  men 
have  been  controlled  in  their  pursaits,  conki  be 
presented  in  one  view  to  our  consideraHoo.  In 
England,  we  find  that,  in  the  reign  of  Hemy 
lY..  the  Crown  was  authorized,  by  an  act  of 
Parliament,  to  order  *^  one  rood  of  flax  or  beoD 
to  be  planted  for  every  sixty  acres  cultivated 
in  other  grains,"  and  this  was  done  for  the  par- 
pose,  as  it  is  quaintly  expressed,  **  of  making  of 
nets  and  eschewing  of  idleness."  But,  it  is  ia 
the  East  that  we  mid  the  system,  advocated  Ij 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  carried  to  ths 
greatest  perfection.  Without  dwelling,  how- 
ever, on  this  topic,  I  will  concede  all  the  gentle- 
men can  ask :  I  will  admit,  that  Groveinmenti 
have  everywhere,  and  in  every  age,  presoBied 
to  regulate  man  in  all  his  pursnits.  Evoy 
thinff  connected  with  hia  existence,  finom  tto 
cradle  to  the  grave,  nay,  beyond  the  grave;  the 
language  he  shall  speak ;  the  food  be  ^laU  eat; 
the  trade  he  shall  follow ;  the  place  in  which  he 
shall  dwell ;  the  opinions  he  shall  cherisih;  tbi 
books  he  shall  read,  and  the  God  be  shall  wor- 
ship; every  thing,  in  short,  which  belongs  ts 
him  as  a  created  being,  is  the  subject  of  arbi- 
trary regulation,  and  man  is  made  a  creatore 
without  heart,  or  soul,  or  mind — a  men 
machine,  obedient  to  the  will  of  the  bomaa 
artist  who  puts  it  into  operation.  But,  sir,  we 
were  taught  to  believe,  that  the  estabUshmeat 
of  our  Government  formed  a  new  era  in  the  hb- 
tory  of  the  world,  and  that  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  our  constitution  was  destined  to  exhibit 
a  splendid  example  of  the  perfection  to  whidi 
DCian  would  attain,  when  freed  firom  the  sbackks 
which  had  been  imposed  on  him  in  o^er  oomir 
tries.  We  were  taught  to  expect  that  a  Govern- 
ment^ instituted  by  a  people,  and  administered 
for  their  benefit  alone,  where  the  hnman  mind 
would  be  left  without  restraint  to  pursoe  its 
own  happiness  in  its  own  way,  must^  by  ite 
good  fruits,  recommend  a  free  qrstem  to  aH 
nations.  I  can  well  recollect,  sir,  that^  amoi^ 
the  first  lessons  instilled  into  my  mind,  that 
which  made  the  deepest  and  most  lasting  im> 
pression,  was  to  consider  the  Rej^ublican  Insti- 
tutions  of  my  country,  like  the  air  we  breathe, 
as  bestowing  life,  and  health,  and  happjoea^ 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKBSS. 


575 


Apbu^  1624.] 


Th0  Tarigf'— Cotton  Bagging. 


[a 


'without  oar  being  oonsoious  of  the  means  by 
-which  these  inestimable  ^fts  are  oonferred; 
like  the  prondenoe  of  Godl  nnfelt  and  unseen, 
yet  dispensing  the  richest  olessings  to  all  the 
children  of  men.  But  these,  we  are  told,  are 
the  illusions  of  the  imagination.  Man  cannot 
be  safely  left  to  mark  out  his  own  course  to 
happiness;  but  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  yarious 
employments  of  industry  and  capital  must  be. 
80  artificially  arranged  and  balanced,  as  to  pro- 
duce results  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

To  understand  the  true  remedy  for  existing 
evils,  we  must  ascertain  their  nature  and  ex- 
tent, and  know  the  causes  which  produced 
them.  I  beg  the  indul^nce  of  the  Senate 
whilst  I  prosecute  these  mquiries.  And  here, 
I  insist,  &at  the  pictures  of  the  great  distress 
and  acute  suffering  of  the  people  are  exaggerat- 
ed. A31  classes  of  our  people  are  supplied  with 
food — not,  as  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  of  a 
single  kind,  and  of  insufficient  quantity,  but  in 
great  variety,  and  in  vast  abundance;  they 
have  convenient  dwellings,  sufficient  fuel,  and 
warm  and  comfortable  clothing,  and  these 
blessings  are  possessed  to  an  extent  which 
leaves  no  room  for  complaint  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  We  possess,  too,  the  means  of 
educating  our  children ;  colleges  have  advanced 
with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unexampled,  and 
common  schools  are  daily  springing  up  even  in 
the  wilderness ;  a  religion,  pure  and  undefiled, 
fiheds  its  blessings  on  our  heads,  and,  to  crown 
the  whole,  the  spirit  of  liberty  walks  abroad 
in  our  land,  crushing  the  oppressor,  inculcating 
the  lessons  of  wisdom  and  of  virtue,  giving 
protection  to  the  weak,  and  security  to  alL 
Kow,  if  any  monarch  in  Europe  could,  by  pur-, 
suing  a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  bring  the  mass 
of  his  sublects  into  this  condition,  he  would 
be  followed  by  the  blessings  of  his  people,  and 
would  command  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

When  I  admit,  therefore,  that  the  countiy  is 
in  a  state  of  depression,  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood as  conceding  that  there  is  any  want  of 
the  necessaries  or  conveniences  of  life.  No, 
sir,  that  depression  consists  entirely  in  dimin- 
ished prices  for  the  produce  of  our  labor,  and 
is  not  confined,  as  gentlemen  have  supposed, 
to  certain  places,  or  to  particular  employments, 
but  embraces  the  whole  country,  and  is  almost 
equally  felt  by  all  classes  in  society.  It  is  also 
lamentably  true,  that  men  in  the  middle  and 
higher  ranks  of  life,  are  considerably  involved 
in  debt,  and  I  will  certainly  not  attempt  to 
deny  that  these  are  evils  of  great  magnituae,  or 
that  they  have  produced,  and  must  continue  to 
produce,  serious  embarrassments.  Now,  in 
searching  for  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things, 
it  is  not  a  little  astonishing  that  gentlemen 
should  pass  over  the  great  political  events 
which  have  obviously  placed  the  United  States 
in  a  new  position  in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  should  look  entirely  to  temporary 
circumstances  and  transient  causes;  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  ^*  balance  of  trade,''  and  the 
**  drain  of  specie." 


The  &ot,  that,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  French  revolution  to  the  fall  of  Napoleon, 
the  United  States  occupied  a  neutral  position, 
and  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  monopoli2ing  the 
carrying  trade,  and  commanding  for  her  bread- 
stuns  the  markets  of  the  world,  would  suf- 
ficiently account,  not  only  for  the  rapid  growth 
and  extraordinary  prosperity  of  our  country, 
but  also  for  the  temporary  depression  which 
must  result  from  the  loss  of  these  advantages. 
Our  fields  have  almost  literally  been  fertilized 
by  the  blood  of  Europe;  we  have  fattened  on 
the  crimes  of  her  tyrants,  and  the  sufferings  of 
her  people.  This  has  resulted  entirely  from 
our  peculiar  and  felicitous  situation ;  a  nation 
at  peace,  witih  a  salubrious  dimate,  a  rich  and 
varied  soil,  and  a  rapidly  increasing  population, 
protected  and  fostered  by  a  free  Government, 
and  liberal  institutions;  whilst  all  the  rest  ox 
the  world  was  involved  in  the  horrors  of  war. 
That  an  increase  in  wealth  beyond  all  former 
example,  and  in  general  prosperity  without  a 
parallel,  should  have  sprung  out  of  such  a  state 
of  things,  was  natural,  and,  indeed,  inevitable. 
The  consequence,  however,  of  this  forced  pros- 
perity, was  that  the  wages  of  labor  and  the 
interest  of  money  became  extravagantly  high, 
foreign  capital  and  skill  were  attracted  to  our 
shores,  and  a  premature  impulse  being  ^ven  to 
industry,  results  were  produced  so  surprising,  as 
to  border  upon  fable.  American  enterprise, 
like  the  lamp  of  the  magician,  converted  every 
tiling  it  touched  into  gold ;  the  growth  of  cen- 
turies was  attained  in  a  few  y^^  and  from 
youth,  the  nation  sprang  up  at  once,  and  at- 
tained not  only  the  vigor  and  strength  of  man- 
hood, but  a  Rant's  stature.  It  was  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  state  of  prosperity 
which  I  have  described,  that  habits  of  expense 
should  be  formed  which  nothing  but  extraordi- 
nary profits  could  support  Every  thing  was 
conducted  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  the  original 
curse,  '^that  man  should  eat  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,"  was  unfelt  and  forgotten. 
At  the  very  moment  that  we  were  indulging 
in  golden  dreams  of  endless  prosperity— the 
restoration  of  tranquillity  to  Europe,  and  the 
return  of  all  nations  to  the  arts  of  peace, 
brought  her  subjects  at  once  into  competition 
with  our  merchants  and  farmers,  in  all  those 
pursuits  from  which  they  had  reaped  such  rich  ' 
rewards.  The  loss,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the 
foreign  market  for  our  grain,  and  of  the  carry- 
ing trade ;  the  loss,  in  one  word,  of  our  neutral 
position,  produced  a  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  people,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  severely 
felt  This  change,  which  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  have  been  painfiQ,  has  unfor- 
tunately been  rendered  pecmiarly  oppressive  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  by  the  unsettied 
state  of  the  currency — ^the  multiplication  of 
banks-— the  extennve  issue  of  the  paper  money, 
and  the  unjust  interference  of  the  Legislatures 
of  some  of  the  States,  to  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  debts.  In  some  of  the  Western  Statea 
for  example,  paper  banks  were  established,  and 
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money  issned  to  an  extent  almost  inoredible. 
In  one  of  those  States,  forty  banks  were  incor- 
porated by  a  single  act  of  the  Legislature ;  they 
were  located  in  different  parts  of  the  country — 
an  immense  amount  of  paper  was  issued  and 
circulated — ^the  farmers  were  tempted  to  borrow 
and  indulge  themselves  in  the  most  extravagant 
expenditures,  and  when  this  evil  had  reached 
its  height — ^their  local  banks  (having,  by  their 
worthless  paper,  driven  all  the  specie  out  of 
the  country)  stopped  business,  and  left  the  peo- 
ple to  pay  their  debts  how  they  could. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Esllt's  motion  was  then 
put^  and  decided  in  the  aflBrmative — yeas  28.  So 
the  highest  rate  of  duty  proposed  on  cotton 
bagging  was  stricken  out. 


Tuesday,  May  4. 
The  Tariff: 
The  bill  fh)m  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
*'  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Gottan  Mtnimums, 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Eluott,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  establishes  the 
minimum  upon  which  the  duties  on  cotton 
doths  and  cotton  twisty  y&rn,  or  thread,  are  to 
be  calculated. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Virginia,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  The  honorable  Senator  who 
has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Ruoolbs)  has  selected 
the  cotton  manufacture,  as  indicating,  by  its 
success,  both  the  course  we  ought  to  pursue 
as  to  the  woollen,  and  even  as  to  the  en- 
tire system,  without  discriminating  between 
the  facilities  attached  to  cotton,  and  with- 
out taking  any  general  view  of  the  conse- 
quences to  be  expected  from  the  entire  bill. 
Each  of  its  items  is  said  to  be  a  national  object, 
and  each  of  its  speculations,  however  local  or 
selfish,  conceals  its  true  character,  by  assuming 
an  epithet  used  by  avarice  to  deceive  ignorance. 
There  is  no  better  mode  of  detecting  the  artifice, 
and  anticipating  its  designs,  than  that  of  review- 
ing the  projects  which  have  heretofore  promised 
national  blessings,  and  infiicted  national  calami- 
ties. Of  these  I  nave  seen  a  succession,  calcu- 
lated to  raise  up  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  at  tiie 
expense  of  labor  and  industry ;  while  each  pro- 
ject as  loudly  protested  that  it  only  contemplated 
the  good  of  the  nation,  as  is  done  by  the  several 
items  of  this  bill. 

The  first  of  these  projects  occurred  on  the  es- 
tablishment ot  this  Government.  The  Revolu- 
tionary war  had  thrown  into  circulation  a  paper 
currency.  State  and  Federal,  of  various  denomi- 
nations, such  as  paper  money,  certificates,  and 
final  settlements.  Everybody  had  obtained 
some  of  these  currencies,  and  all  had  greaUy 
depreciated.  Under  the  pretext  of  establishing 
national  credit  a  combination  of  men  was  form- 
ed, who  ingeniously  got  possesion  of  certain 


descriptions  of  these  currencies,  and  eflbcted  a 
conversion  of  them,  both  principal  and  interest, 
into  specie;  leaving  the  great  bulk  of  paper 
currencies,  founded  upon  assuranoee  equally 
solemn,  and  circulated  by  the  same  necessity,  to 
perish  without  redemption.  This  mass  h^sag 
diffused  among  the  people,  the  ptirpose  of  the 
proposed  national  project  would  not  hare  been 
effected,  had  the  same  degree  of  justaoe  beea 
rendered  to  all.  Next  followed,  for  the  na- 
tional good,  also,  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts ;  but  it  resulted  in  giving  a  specie  value 
to  such  portions  of  State  currencies  as  had  been 
monopolized,  and  leaving  the  rest  to  per^ 
Banking  was  the  next  project  brought  forward, 
also  for  the  national  good ;  and  how  far  it  has 
fblfiUed  this  profession,  or  whether  it  has  mly 
effected  its  real  design  of  transferring  wealth 
from  industry  to  fraud,  the  Senate  knowsi  A 
tariff,  to  introduce  and  nourish  manu&elnre^ 
was  the  next  national  project.  It  professed  a 
detestation  of  every  mercenary  view;  ai^ 
patriots— disinterested  patriots — ^were  even  dug 
out  of  the  earth  in  geological  maases.  The 
pension  law  was  the  last  project  which  I  shaB 
recur  to,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  pretext  ci 
national  good,  always  used  and  seldom  fnlfilkd. 

In  order,  sir,  to  display  the  effects  of  tiiis  sue- 
cession  of  national  projects,  I  have  prepared  sa 
account,  every  item  of  which  is  extracted  from, 
or  sustained  by,  documents  from  the  several  de- 
partmentS)  but  chiefiy  from  the  returns  of  ti» 
Senate^s  resolution  on  the  first  day  of  Mard), 
1828,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  propose,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  facts  to  be  used  upon  this 
subject,  expected  to  occur  at  the  present  Besaoo. 

But,  before  I  adduce  the  account  eztraded 
from  these  returns,  I  must  premise  that  the  con- 
trast thereby  exhibited  between  nine  and  seven- 
teen States  is  by  no  means  intended  as  a  eoia- 
plaint  against  the  former,  as  States,  on  aoooont 
of  the  great  pecuniary  advantages  tJiey  already 
enjoy.  These,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  firoa 
the  legitimate  sources  of  superior  skiQ  and  in- 
dustry, do  not  excite  any  envy  in  the  Sontbera 
States.  Far  from*  grudging  them  tb^  just 
acquisitions  of  wealth,  we  participate  in  these 
genuine  exhibitions  of  prosperity,  and  rejoice  m 
the  success  of  their  honest  industry.  We  com- 
plain only  of  legislative  frauds,  by  which  oar 
property  to  a  great  extent,  and  theirs  to  Gome 
amount,  is  transferred  from  poverty  to  i^nenoe 
— ^from  labor  to  ease — and  from  industry  to 
idleness.  We  complun,  independentiy  of  the 
gross  oppresfidon  thus  inflicted  upon  indrridnals, 
that  this  policy  is  merely  a  copy  of  the  ISngJiA 
combination  between  the  Government  and 
capitalists,  and  only  tends  towards  the  estahli^k- 
ment  of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  such  as  that 
produced  in  England  by  the  same  process.  We 
complain  that  this  policy,  so  oppressive  to  a  ma- 
jority, and  so  adverse  to  the  principles  by  which 
alone  a  just  and  free  government  can  be  pre- 
served, has  already  proceeded  here  with  such  vast 
strides  as  that  this  legislative  grant  has  become 
a  match — perhaps  an  ovennatch — £9r  as^^ioal- 
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tore,  ship-bnildiitg,  and  oommeice,  osited.  We 
believe  that  this  aristocratioal  peouniarj  com- 
binatioii  will  constitute  a  more  oppressive  gpv- 
ernment  here  than  in  England^  beoanse  there  it 
can  only  intrigne  with  a  very  few  interests ; 
whereas  here  it  can  enlist  geographical  and 
local  interests,  as  instruments  to  work  on  its  side 
and  provide  for  its  avarice.  In  England,  the 
agricultural  interest  is  very  different  from  ours 
— ^it  is  that  of  landlords,  united  by  one  impulse, 
too  i^werM  to  be  coerced,  and  requiring  equivar 
lenoiee.  Here  the  agricultural  interest  is  divid- 
ed by  climates  and  dissimilar  products.  Hie 
legislative  pecuniary  aristocracy  here  may 
therefore  enlist  auxiliaries  by  local  partialities, 
which  it  cannot  do  in  England.  It  may  get 
votes  by  indulgences  to  wool-ffrowers  and 
hemp-growers,  and  draw  recruits  from  agricul- 
ture itself,  to  fight  in  its  mercenary  ranks.  This 
&ct  forcibly  illustrates  the  intention  of  the  con- 
stitution in  giving  to  Congress  a  power  ^'  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes ; "  to  use  the  word  e<fmm&re6  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prindples  of  the  Union  and  the 
local  independence  of  the  States;  to  use  it  in 
the  same  sense  obviously  annexed  to  it  in  the 
oases  of  foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes.  As 
a  pecuniary  aristocracy  could  not  convert  these 
nations  and  tribes  into  victims  for  feeding  its 
avarice,  in  virtue  of  the  word  commerce,  so 
that  word  was  never  intended  to  invest  it  with 
a  power  of  rioting  upon  the  entrails  of  devoted 
States.  The  uniformity  required  in  the  impo- 
sition of  imposts  and  other  taxes,  corresponds 
with  a  construction  of  this  word  which  leaves 
unimpaired  the  local  justice  and  security  in- 
tended to  be  established  by  this  uniformity,  and 
viribly  interdicts  the  destruction  of  one  or  the 
plainest  prindples  of  our  Federal  Union,  by 
giving  to  a  single  word,  used  in  a  particular 
case,  and  limited  to  a  special  application,  a 
meaning  which  would  obliterate  substantially 
the  uniformity  required,  and  expose  ttie  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  to  the  frauds  and  oppressions 
which  this  rule  was  intended  to  prevent 

I  return  to  the  account  presently  to  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  Senate.  It  consists  of  a  retro- 
spective view  of  the  projects  called  national,  by 
which  the  nation  has  been  deluded  to  submit  to 
an  unconstitutional  tribute,  both  fraudulent  and 
oppressive.  Sir,  it  is  right  to  foUow  the  ex- 
ample of  one  of  the  freest  nations  Oommemo- 
rated  by  history,  in  calling  a  spade  a  spade. 
The  capitalists,  however,  whose  «w{A>r0  is  not 
Tedted  as  an  object  of  taxation  by  the  constitu- 
tion, have,  with  wonderful  ii^nuity,  persuaded 
us  that  a  spade  is  a  punch-ladle ;  and  whilst 
they  are  loading  us  with  tools  to  be  laboriously 
used  for  their  benefit,  contend  that  spades, 
ploughs,  and  pitchforks,  are  instruments  of  lux- 
ury, filled  with  excellent  viands,  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  agriculturists.  This  exceeds  the  in- 
genuity of  Lord  Peter,  in  Swift's  Tale  of  a 
Tub,  who  contended  that  a  crust  of  bread  was 
a  leg  of  mutton — ^both  of  these  might  be  eaten. 
Vol.  VIL— «7 


The  whole  amount  annually  drawn  by  the 
nine  from  the  seventeen  States  is  $28,456,585 
according  to  this  statement  Of  this  sum,  $12,- 
628^014  IS  imposed  by  legal  contrivances,  and 
$15,828,572  gained  by  tonnage  and  importa- 
tions. Is  a  policy  beneficial  to  the  people  of 
the  nine  States,  by  which  they  are  exposed  to 
a  risk  of  losing  the  income  they  derive  from 
tonnage  and  importations  for  liie  sake  of  ex- 
torting a  tribute  from  industry,  amounting  to 
$7,865,650,  of  which  they  must  pay  a  portion, 
to  be  bestowed  upon  a  capitalist  interest? 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  the  results  of  the 
computation  are  probably  too  low  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  No  profit  is  charged  on  the 
advance  of  duties  by  the  nine  States,  though, 
as  these  are  added  to  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and 
long  credits  given  for  them,  they  must  produce 
a  l^ge  profit.  No  coasting  tonnage  profit  is 
charged,  though  that  also  must  be  great  The 
bounties  to  the  fisheries  are  noticed.  One-half 
of  the  manufacturing  capital  is  deducted,  and 
the  profit  only  computed  upon  the  other  half. 
The  profit  made  by  the  nine  States  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  certainly  too  low. 
The  charge  of  one-seventh  of  tonnage  and  im- 
portations to  the  seventeen  States  exceeds  the 
reports.  And  the  gain  of  ten  per  centum  on 
the  commercial  business  done  by  the  nine  for 
the  seventeen  States  is  probably  too  low,  as  it 
indudes  both  the  profit  made  on  goods  sold,  and 
on  products  purchased.  It  wul  also  be  dis^ 
covered,  by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 
the  subiect  wan  I  ani.  that  sundry  items  which 
would  have  increased  the  inequidity,  are  omit- 
ted in  the  account 

Sur,  the  defidency  of  tonnage  and  importa- 
tions in  the  seventeen  States  must  arise  from 
some  cause.  They  have  water,  wood,  and 
iron,  and  yet  are  almost  without  diips  or 
commerce,  except  at  the  three  points  of  Balti- 
more Charleston,  and  New  Orleans.  What 
can  tlxis  cause  be  but  the  annual  drafts  from 
their  capital?  Before  these  drafts  were  car- 
ried to  their  nresent  enormity,  the  Southern 
States  importea  chiefiy  for  themselves,  and  had 
begun  to  build  vessels.  Why  is  it  that  the 
enumerated  points  suffer  less  by  this  defraud- 
ing policy  than  the  other  parts  of  the  seventeen 
States  t  Because  Baltimore  and  Charleston  re- 
ceive a  considerable  share  of  the  tribute  it  im- 
poses, and  New  Orleans  is  too  far  from  the 
nine  States  to  have  its  commerce  intercepted. 
But  even  these  points  suffer  considerably  by 
the  drafts  coerced  from  the  people,  upon  whose 
prosperity  theirs  depends,  for  patronizing  a  pe« 
cuniary  aristocracy  by  fraudulent  laws. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  the  seventeen 
States  did  not  employ  Northern  importers 
and  tonnage,  they  must  employ  British.  But 
this  would  not  follow,  unless  Britain  could  pre- 
vent them  from  importing,  or  building  shipai  by 
legislating  away  thebr  capital,  as  she  did  before 
the  Revolution.  Factories  cannot  be  built,  nor 
manufactures  carried  on,  it  is  said,  without  capi- 
tal   How,  then,  can  ships  be  built,  or  the  im- 
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porting  business  be  oarried  on,  by  the  seventeen 
States,  whilst  exposed  to  an  enormous  annual 
draft  fx'om  their  cc^ital?  Protectioi^  means 
only  capital  or  monopoly.  Do  not  oommeroe 
and  ship-building  languish  in  the  seventeen 
States  ?  Why,  then,  take  away  protection  from 
them,  if  cf^ital  must  be  called  by  that  treacher- 
ous name? 

It  is  also  said  that  the  balance  of  trade  with 
foreign  nations  is  against  us ;  and  this  being  as- 
sumed as  a  fact,  it  is  repeatedly  urged  as  a  con- 
clusive argument  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  The 
argument  is,  however,  generally  admitted  to  be 
delusive.  A  commercial  balance  of  trad^^  can- 
not be  measured  by  money  nor  by  custom- 
houses with  accuracy.  The  prices  at  which  the 
exchanged  conmiodities  seU,  and  the  difference 
of  labor  employed  in  their  production,  owing 
to  different  climates  and  soils,  go  deeply  into 
the  subject.  As  it  is  impossible  to  discover 
these,  and  many  other  facts,  necessary  to  be- 
stow certainty  upon  the  estimate,  the  conclu- 
sion assumed  is  obviously  a  deception.  But, 
admitting  it  to  be  true,  hqw  stands  the  balance 
of  trade  between  the  nine  and  the  seventeen 
States  9  If  a  balance  of  trade  between  nations 
and  the  United  States  is  ruinous  to  the  latter, 
will  a  balance  of  trade  against  the  seventeen 
States,  and  in  favor  of  the  nine,  enrich  the 
former?  There  is,  however,  an  obvious  dis- 
tinction between  a  supposed  pecuniary  bal- 
ance arising  from  oonmaerce,  and  a  pecuniary 
balance  arising  from  a  tribute.  Although  tiie 
former  cannot  be  correctly  measured  by  money, 
the  latter  may.  Thus  it  may  happen  that  the- 
apparent  balfuice  in  favor  of  the  nine  States 
may  be  somewhat  diminished  by  the  inexplica- 
ble operations  of  oonmierce,  whilst  the  tribute 
paid  by  one  country  to  another,  by  a  nation  to 
a  despot,  or  by  the  seventeen  States  to  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy,  admits  of  little  or  no  compen- 
sation. The  latter  constitutes  a  balmce,  not  of 
a  commercial  character,  but  between  industry 
and  oppression,  paid  by  one,  and  received  by  tfie 
other.  It  is  true  that  both  banking  and  the 
tariff,  which  operate  in  the  same  way  upon 
these  objects,  promise  a  compensation  to  indus- 
try, as  an  indemnity  for  their  spoliations,  and 
we  have  now  been  in  search  of  this  indemnity 
for  above  ^twenty  years.  Have  we  found  it? 
Industry  relies  upon  faith  alone  for  salvation, 
like  an  ultra  Christian,  and  rejects  visible  works 
as  wholly  ineffectual.  The  Deity  may  reward 
us  for  our  faith ;  but  what  proof  did  a  pecu- 
niary project  or  an  aristocracy  ever  give  of  a 
title  to  this  divine  attribute  ?  Alas  I  poor  human 
nature.  Where  is  its  boasted  intellect  or  dig- 
nity ?  It  wants  dothes,  and  strips  itself  to 
adorn  an  aristocracy.  It  wants  food,  and  starves 
itself  to  feed  an  aristocracy.  It  wants  drink, 
and  thirsts  to  drench  an  aristocracy.  It  wants 
a  circulating  currency,  and  to  obtain  it,  pays  to 
an  aristocracy  annual  millions  for  a  fraudulent 
one.  Could  it  deprive  itseli'  of  air  and  water 
for  tlie  same  reasons,  it  would  probably  give 
further  proofs  of  its  wisdom,  and  render  its 


manufactory  of  privations  for  itself  complete. 
And  it  is  induced  to  suffer  idl  these  (Ovations 
by  the  delusion  of  an  imaginaiy  balance  of  trade 
with  foreign  nations. 

History  offers  us  many  proofs  that  this  b«l* 
ance  is  imaginary.   I  shall  cite  but  two.    Roaai 
was  raised  from  barbarism  and  poverty  to  dnl- 
ization  and  wealth,  by  exchanging  her  agricul- 
tural products  for  European  manufactures  dur- 
ing several  centuries.     The  same  oommeroe, 
previously  to  their  revolution,  enabled  the  prov- 
inces to  subdue  a  wilderness,  and  to  obtain 
unexampled  prosperity  and  nappiness.     Tbk 
arose  from  an  exchange  of  agricultural  for 
manufactured   products,  by  which  exchange 
mutual  demands  were   created,  and   mutiul 
wealth  and  happiness  diffused.    It  might  be 
difficult  to  ascertain  whether  Britain  or  the 
provinces  flourished  most  during  the  period 
that  this  conomerce  was  suffered  to  regulate  it- 
self.   Then  there  were  no  banks  nor  tariff  to 
rob  agriculture  of  its  income,  and  enrich  an 
aristocratical  order  of  men;   and  exchangei, 
although  confined  to  Britain,  embraced  sudi  a 
multitude  of  individuals,  as  to  endow  the  prov- 
inces with  happiness  and  an  ever-growing  pros- 
perity.    At   length,  Britain^    discerning   tbs 
rapid  acquisitions  of  the  provmces  arising  from 
these  conmiercial  exchanges,  became  enviooi 
of  their  wealth,  and  resolved  to  fleece  them  d 
it  by  taxing  them  to  enrich  herselL    She  re- 
solved to  constitute  herself  by  laws  into  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy,  and  supplant  the  effects  of 
conmiercial  exchanges,  by  creating  the  oppres- 
sive balance   measured  by  money.      Such  & 
tribute  would  have  been  precisely  similar  to  iht 
tribute  imposed  by  banks  and  protecting  tariff 
to  bestow  money  on  an  intcurual  aristocrat. 
But  our  gallant  and  wise  ancestors,  discerning 
the  difference  between  a  tribute  to  an.  aristoe- 
racy  and  conomerical  exchanges,  took  up  anas 
to  repel  the  former  project  in  its  infancy,  and 
free  themselves  from  the  meditated  oppreesioiL 
Can  we,  their  sons,  discern  no  difference  be- 
tween paying  taxes  to  enrich  domestic  pecuni- 
ary combinations,  or  to  obtain  the  blessings  of 
a  just  and  free  Government  ?    Will  taxation,  i^ 
the  coffers  of  wealth,  pay  the  national  debt,  & 
transmit  the  same  degree  of  liberty  to  our  de- 
scendants, which  we  received  frt>m  oar  fore- 
fathers?    Have  we  so  degenerated,  as  to  be 
blind  to  that  futurity  to  which  their  foreso^^t 
extended? 

A  curious  pair  of  reasons  is  urged  in  de- 
fence of  the  protecting  tariff  project.  It  is  often 
said  that  competition  will  destroy  pro^>ezity, 
and  also  that  it  will  produce  it  In  support  of 
the  first  assertion,  the  manufacturing  factories 
loudly  urge  the  prosperity  they  ei:Joyed  in  pe- 
riods of  war  and  embargo.  In  support  of  tLe 
second,  they  insist,  that  competition  anaoa^ 
themselves  wiU  in  time  produce  national  praB»- 
perity,  by  recreating  the  violated  justice  of  a 
fair  principle.  But  why  is  this  hostage  for  pru 
tecting  property,  bv  securing  it  against  tbe  ag- 
gressions of  l^fll  nrauds  for  transdEerring  it  to 
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avarioiotis  capitalists,  to  be  8an)ended  in  order 
to  revive  it?  Why  should  it  be  killed  now,  from 
a  hope  of  a  joyfal  resarreotion  ? 

The  regret  for  the  loss  of  war  and  embargoes 
expressed  by  the  factory  capitalists,  is  an  illus- 
tration of  the  prosperity  to  be  reaped  by  a 
pecuniary  aristocracy  from  the  destruction  of 
competition;  and  the  joy  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple on  the  restoration  of  theur  prosperity  when 
these  calamities  ceased,  is  a  proof  of  the  general 
prosperity  produced  by  competition.  A  pro- 
tecting duty  tariff  is,  in  fact,  a  war  or  an  em- 
bargo in  disguise,  producing  partially  the  very 
same  evils  produced  by  similar  causes,  under 
different  names.  The  degrees  or  extent  of  these 
evils,  does  not  alter  their  nature,  however  they 
may  graduate  the  calunity ;  just  as  the  same 
caose  graduates  the  fluctuations  of  quicksilver 
in  a  thermometer,  partial  monopolies  produce 
mischief  comparative  only  in  relation  to  com- 
plete monopolies,  produced  by  wars  and  em- 
bargoes ;  but  they  are  founded  in  the  same 
principle,  and,  if  pushed  to  their  utmost  ex- 
tent, would  terminate  in  the  policy  of  a  perpet- 
ual war  or  embargo.  They  are  less  expensive 
to  the  people,  and  less  destructive  of  their 
wealth  and  happiness  than  complete  monopo- 
lies, but,  though  a  more  tolerable  oppression, 
they  are  still  oppressive. 

The  enormous  extent  of  this  oppression,  in 
reference  to  the  seventeen  States,  will  be  seen, 
by  recollecting  the  account  which  I  have  stated 
to  the  Senate.  By  that  it  appears  clearly,  I 
think,  that  the  capitalists  create<i  and  nurtured 
by  laws,  residing  in  the  nine  States,  are  now 
annually  receiving  above  twelve  millions  drawn 
from  the  seventeen.  This  considerably  exceeds 
the  taxes  paid  *by  the  nine  States,  and  there- 
fore, if  States  were  only  to  be  considered,  in 
estimating  taxation  and  distributing  money  by 
laws,  it  is  apparent  that  the  nine  States  pay 
no  taxes  at  all,  and  are,  indeed,  receiving  a 
tribute  from  the  seventeen,  because  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  pecuniary  aristocracy  residing  with- 
in the  nine  States,  exceeds  the  sum  paid  by  these 
Btates  in  taxes.  The  observation,  however,  does 
not  apply  to  the  people  of  those  nine  States, 
who  are  not  pecuniary  capitalists.  They  are 
defrauded  by  their  contributions  to  the  legal 
aristocracy,  but  not  to  tbe  same  extent  with 
the  people  of  the  other  States. 

I  return,  sir,  to  the  doctrines  of  competition, 
contending  that  it  is  both  good  and  bad.  The 
capitalists,  whilst  courting  agriculture  for  the 
sake  of  her  fortune,  are  obliged  to  advance  con- 
tradictions, by  first  telling  her  that  protection 
against  competition  is  necessary  for  their  pros- 
perity;  and  then,  that  a  destruction  of  this  pro- 
tection by  competition  is  necessary  for  the  pros- 
perity of  all  other  interests.  And  agriculture, 
as  if  blinded  bv  love,  has  been  for  years  the 
dupe  of  this  kind  of  reasoning.  Admitting  that 
competition  between  nations  is  a  bad  thing,  and 
that  a  national  monopoly  is  a  good  one,  it  does 
not  follow  that  internal  monopolies,  by  which 
one  n^hbor  robs  another,  are  aleo  good.    But^ 


excluding  the  idea  of  monopolies  inflicted  by 
ourselves  upon  ourselves,  upon  the  whole  in- 
dustrious dass  of  society,  to  enrich  a  very  few 
of  its  unproductive  members;  let  us  admit  that 
it  is  wise  policy  in  one  nation  to  establish  a 
monopoly  which  shall  bring  into  its  coffers  the 
industry  of  another,  and  very  foolish  policy  in 
the  plundered  nation  to  submit,  like  ignorant 
savages,  to  the  operation.  Here  we  have 
twenty-six  nations  concerned  in  this  scramble 
for  money.  If  it  is  wise  for  nine  of  them  to  get 
it  from  seventeen,  by  a  long  list  of  tariff  mo- 
nopolies, would  it  not  also  be  wise  for  the 
seventeen  to  keep  their  own  money,  if  they 
have  any  means  of  doing  sot  But  how  can 
they  do  it?  By  the  same  means  which  are 
used,  SB  is  said,  to  prevent  a  British  nation 
bringing  their  manuraotures  here  to  get  away 
the  money  of  an  American  nation.  A  Virgin- 
ian nation  may  use  these  means  to  prevent  its 
money  from  being  carried  off  by  a  Rhode  Island, 
or  any  other  nation.  The  notion  that  the 
twenty-six  States  are  but  one  nation,  is  similar 
to  an  assertion  that  the  kingdoms  and  princi- 
palities of  Grermany,  probably  as  numerous, 
constitute  but  one  nation,  and,  therefore,  that 
there  would  be  no  harm  if  some  of  them  could 
get  t^e  money  of  the  others  by  monopolies  or 
protecting  duties.  If  this  was  attempted,  would 
not  some  members  of  the  Gtermanio  Oonfeder- 
ation  be  justifiable  in  using  the  means  to  keep 
their  money,  used  by  others  to  get  it? 

Tarifi&,  operating  internally,  are  simply  ex- 
cises, with  only  one  difference;  the  former  cut 
Off  or  take  away  money  from  some  citizens  to 
give  it  to  others ;  the  latter  transfer  the  money 
to  a  Grovernment.  I  remember,  however,  the 
case  of  an  excise  which  happened  whilst  I  was 
a  youth,  bearing  a  great  similitude  to  a  tariff. 
At  that  time,  in  the  country  where  I  lived, 
there  were  great  bodies  of  uncultivated  lands 
called  ranges,  very  convenient  for  raising  hogs. 
But  it  unfortunately  happened  that  a  race  of 
men  appeared  who  introduced  the  habit  of  ex- 
cising this  i^cultural  product  most  severely. 
At  length  a  hog  riuser-  agreed  to  give  the  hog 
exciser  ten  per  cent  of  his  annual  crop  of  hogs, 
if  he  would  donsent  to  his  keeping  the  rest  for 
his  own  use.  After  a  year  or  two,  the  hog  ex- 
ciseman told  the  hog  owner  that  he  could  not 
Erosper  without  fiu-ther  protection,  and  the 
og  owner,  thinking  it  better  to  save  some  of 
his  hogs  than  none,  agreed  to  give  him  twenty 
per  cent,  of  his  hogs  &  he  would  let  him  keep 
the  rest.  But  the  hog  exdseman  was  rendered 
by  this  twenty  per  cent,  still  more  eager  for 
farther  protection,  and  demanded  thirty,  which 
was  also  given  by  the  hog  raiser.  £ven  this 
did  not  satisfy  this  tariff  or  exciseman,  and  his 
demands  became  so  extravagant  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  hog  raiser  was  exhausted,  and  in 
great  anger  he  resolved  not  to  submit  any  longer 
to  the  imposition. 

Now,  what  is  to  prevent  the  States,  whose 
agricultural  profits  have  been  excised  and  ex- 
cised, time  after  time,  by  tariffs  upon  taiiSb^ 
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until  they  are  nearly  or  quite  cut  of^  from 
using  excises,  for  the  pnrpose  of  saving  these 
profits.  If  a  thief  is  in  the  habit  of  cutting 
away  the  purses  of  a  whole  coramnnity)  sorely 
that  community  may  prevent  him  from  bring- 
ing his  knife  among  them.  By  the  oonstitntioB, 
the  States  may,  undoubtedly,  lay  excises  to 
prevent  the  tariff  knife  from  cutting  away  their 
purses.  They  may  extend  these  excises,  m  a 
tariff  is  extended,  to  prohibitions.  If  it  was 
patriotic  and  magnanimous  in  Patrick  Henry  to 
exclaim  ^^  we  must  fight"  rather  than  submit  to 
some  trifling  tarifil^  or  excises,  or  taxes,  impos- 
ed by  Engird  on  the  provinces,  wiH  it  be  also 
magnanimous  and  patriotic  in  States,  which  are 
not  provinces,  to  submit  to  the  perpetual  pay- 
ment of  an  imposition  a  thousand  fold  greater, 
to  obtain  the  tyranny  of  a  pecuniary  aiistooraoy  ? 
It  was  said,  that  as  Qod  made  iron  ore,  it  would 
be  impious  not  to  use  it,  and  that  the  tariff  as 
to  iron,  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  crime  of  neg- 
lecting to  cidtivate  the  design  of  Providence. 
God  also  made  the  sea.  Is  it  pious  to  intercept 
the  comforts  and  blessings  which  it  was  intend- 
ed to  distribute  througnout  the  world,  by  a 
tariff?  To  the  same  mvine  creation  a  man  is 
indebted  for  two  hands.  Would  it  be  pious  to 
transfer  one  hand  from  some  men  to  others? 
A  tariff  to  enrich  a  capitalist  interest  does  tiiis, 
since  there  is  no  difference  between  taking 
away  the  hand  itself,  or  what  it  produces. 

But  it  is  fortunate  that  the  States  need  not 
fight  to  prevent  the  hands  of  their  people  from 
being  amputated.  They  may  impose  prohib- 
itory excises  upon  the  factory-knives  which  oul 
away  their  purses.  They  may  extend  such 
excises  to  the  four-footed  animiUs  coming  from 
those  States  which  have  fortuitously  concurred 
in  whetting  those  knives.  The  latter  is  indis- 
pensab^  necessary  to  save  the  remnant  of  a 
perishing  agriculture,  in  the  StaOds  which  re- 
ceive little  or  no  share  of  the  factory  bounties. 
Although  they  cannot  raise  horses,  boss,  and 
oattle,  and  the  tariff  principle,  which  dictates 
the  exdurion  of  foreign  competition  to  the  fifto- 
lories  for  the  enouragement  of  manu&cturee, 
dictates  to  the  suffering  States  the  exclusion  of 
agricultural  competition,  for  the  encourage 
ment  of  their  own  agriculture,  by  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  all  animals  wfddi  they  can 
raise  themselves. 

Sir,  the  trade  in  live  stock  has  been,  and 
might  continue  to  be,  a  highly  beneficial  one  to 
the  Western  States,  and  yet  they  are  about  to 
destroy  it  by  impoverishing  their  customers  and 
compcdlinff  them  to  raise  those  stocks  for  them- 
selves, under  the  notion  that  the  tariff  bill  will 
convert  the  Western  people  into  manufiicturers. 
Europe  was  led  into  a  competition  with  the 
Turks  for  the  Holy  Land,  by  a  monk,  who  is 
said,  by  historians,  to  have  been  a  mighty 
orator,  and,  after  a  vast  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure,  the  competition  failed,  because,  on  the 

5 art  of  tne  Europeans,  it  was  an  effort  to  break 
own  the  laws  of  nature.     So  will  terminate 
the  fatuity  of  the  Weetem  States.    The  laws  of 


nature  will  inevitably  frustrate  their  fendfol 
competition  with  the  Eastern  States,  in  manultt- 
turing.  They  are  remote  from  the  ocean,  lo- 
dustiy  is  not  as  necessary  to  the  same  extrat 
for  their  comfort,  as  to  the  Eastern  States. 
Centuries  will  elapse  before  their  populatiaa 
wiil  become  snfficientiy  dense,  to  create  the 
stimulus  of  want  And  long,  long  will  it  be, 
and  may  it  be,  before  a  h@i-minded  peopte 
shall  sacrifice  the  happiness  and  comfort  ctf 
possessing  the  rich  valleys  of  the  Miaasappi, 
and  of  its  tributary  streams,  spacious  enough  to 
constitute  an  empve,  for  the  purpose  of  wait- 
ing upon  spindles,  pinning  into  a  hopelea 
competition,  and  jdacing  upon  a  throne  the  ty- 
rant called  apecuniary  aristocracy. 

Sir,  the  Western  States  have  already  tzkd 
the  experiment,  and  are  writhing  under  its  laaL 
What  has  the  existing  tariff  done  for  ihem !  It 
has  for  years,  with  inexorable  consistency,  taken 
away  the  money  annually  gained,  to  a  great 
amount,  by  thedr  live  sto(£  trade.  Had  the 
Western  States,  during  this  period,  Tnarnijartur- 
ed  for  themselves,  instead  of  pursuing  Hie  phaa* 
tom  of  manufacturing  for  others,  tlus  mon^ 
would  have  accumulated,  and  their  diafcreas 
have  long  since  disappeared.  Tnst4«d  of  tloi 
they  have  fostered  the  system  of  a  capitalist  or 
aristocratic  privileged  interest,  and  this  arysiaa 
has  swallowed  up  both  their  money  and  ^ 
money  of  the  Southern  States,  the  diminotiaa 
of  whose  prosperity  diminishes  theiiaL  Severe- 
ly laahed  by  the  existing  tariff^  they  expect  i 
cure  for  their  wounds  from  repetitiona  of  thi 
same  afflicting  experiment.  They  haTC  engaged 
in  a  crusade  to  acquire  wealth  and  libeny  bf 
endowing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  not  atteaid^ 
by  the  poor  equivalent  of  residing  amoDR  this, 
with  above  twelve  millions,  annually,  alread;, 
and  now  they  propose  greatly  to  iacreaae  thi 
slavish  contribution.  They  will,  ere  long,  be^ 
to  compute  and  compare  their  waste  mocb^ 
and  liberiy  upon  this  project  with  the  monej 
and  liberty  they  will  gain  by  a  tax  upon  hoaf 
and  cotton  baggmg. 

For,  in  truth,  this  is  not  a  tarifip  bill  to  &- 
courage  manumotures.  It  is  a  bill  of  bai;^ux& 
to  enrich  a  pecuniaiy  aristocracy.  This  Aiialoe- 
racy  is  a  polygamist,  and  is,  by  this  bill,  coortii^ 
a  number  <^  local  interests,  with  a  de^gn  to 
marry  them  for  the  sake  of  their  foriimes; 
and,  as  Spindle  attempted  with  Ladv  Tramazk 
it  proposes  to  bribe  tiiem  with  smaU  portioBfi 
ci  thdr  own  estates,  to  get  the  rest  for  itself 
Only  give  me,  says  tne  generous  husband,  aboat 
sixteen  millions  per  annum  out  of  your  eBtate% 
and  I  will  give  to  one  sweetheart,  because  ahi 
is  a  sturdy  lass,  and  has  great  inflnecoei  two 
taxes,  one  upon  hemp  and  another  npcn  oottoa 
ba^^^ing,  by  which  means  the  dear  girl  maj  gee 
pin-money,  and  even  depreciated  p^ier.  To 
another  gentie  shepherdess,  I  will  give  a  tax 
upon  wool.  To  a  virago,  a  tax  apcsx  iroa; 
and  to  a  seafaring  nymph,  sundry  little  intricaM 
trinkets.  WeU,  the  courtBh^»  may  soooeed  &c 
a  time,  but  I  foretell  that  these  manii«80  wifi 
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not  last  long,  and  that  the  ayarioe,  infidelity, 
and  insolence  of  the  hnsband,  wUI,  in  this  in- 
qniring  country,  very  soon  bring  abont  diyoroes. 
Indeed,  he  is  a  species  of  helpmate  who  is  al- 
ways ready  to  repudiate  a  wife,  if  he  can  thereby 
get  another  who  will  bring  him  more. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  question  having 
any  relation  to  political  economy,  or  that  the 
intricate  distinctions  upon  that  subject  apply  to 
it  at  all.  On  the  (Contrary,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  one  proposing  only  two  veiy  plain  oondder- 
ations  for  public  attention,  will  a  pecuniary 
aristocracy  preserve  a  free  form  of  government  f 
Will  it  dispense  individual  Justice?  Already, 
by  imposing  upon  ourselves  a  multitude  of  pri- 
vations, we  have  raised  this  species  of  aristoc- 
racy to  a  power  so  formidable,  that  our  news- 
papers have  almost  become  its  property;  our 
tables  groan  under  its  presumptuous  petitions; 
geographical  districts  are  swayed  by  its  patron- 
age ;  and  it  is  now  attempting  to  impose  an  op- 
pressive law  upon  all  otner  interests,  for  the 
sake  of  extorting  from  them  an  enormous  ad- 
ditional tribute  for  itself.  If  this  new  power, 
created  by  our  laws,  should  already  prove  too 
hard,  either  by  cunning  or  corruption,  for  the 
other  interests  of  society,  the  question  whether 
it  ought  to  be  submitted  to  or  demolished,  wiU 
next  present  itself  to  the  people  of  every  State. 
Then  they  will  everywhere  consider  whether 
land  is  not  the  most  valuable  of  all  machines; 
whether  it  is  not  the  basis  or  raw  material  for 
a  long  catalogue  of  the  most  valuable  manu&o- 
tures :  and  whether  protection  should  be  with- 
held from  it,  and  its  own  capital  transferred  to 
the  protection  of  other  less  important  interests; 
especially  when  it  is  notorious  that  this  policy 
or  fraud  has  been  persisted  in,  until  the  profit 
of  agriculture  is  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
destroyed,  and  in  others  so  greatiy  diminished, 
that  capital  everywhere  flees  from  land,  as  if  it 
was  a  grave  yawning  to  swallow  it  up. 

But  there  remains  a  more  weighty  objection 
to  the  system  for  nursing  a  pecuniary  aristoeraoy 
into  a  political  giant.  It  aestroys  substantially 
the  essence  of  representation,  and  leaves  only 
its  form  remaining.  Wherever  the  aristocrati- 
cal  influence  begins,  there  representation  ceases. 
If  this  influence  can  sway  legislative  bodies, 
no  effectual  representation  exists.  All  writers 
agree  that  the  despotkm  of  one  country  or  dis- 
trict over  another,  or  a  geographical  tyranny, 
is  more  cruel  than  a  monardiicaL  Borne  and 
Britain  are  witnesses  to  the  fact*  Our  consti- 
tution intended  to  abolish  both  geographical 
and  monarchical  tyranny.  The  uniformity  of 
taxation  was  its  precaution  against  the  former. 
But,  if  a  capitalist  interest  can  influence  repre- 
sentation, and  mould  the  laws  to  enrich  itself^ 
representation  becomes  both  its  instrument,  and 
a  bandage  over  the  eyes  of  the  people.  There 
is  no  representation  unless  the  representative 
ahall  participate  in  the  burdens  which  he  im- 
poscH,  and  is  prevented  frcnn  creating  monopo- 
lies of  which  he  may  share.  Under  our  con- 
stitution neither  tOTritories  nor  representation 


were  intended  to  be  consolidated;  or  law,  geo- 
graphically partial,  to'  be  enacted.  It  was  never 
intended  that  the  West  should  be  the  guardians 
of  the  East,  nor  the  North  of  the  South,  nor 
that  the  specious  but  false  idea  of  a  national 
representation  should  be  used  to  abolish  a  real 
representation,  upon  which  a  republican  gov- 
ernment must  be  founded,  or  flnally  cease  to 
exist.  Will  it  be  said  that  a  capitalist  or  pecuni- 
ary aristocracy  have  obtained  a  tribute  of  twelve' 
millions  annually  without  a  revolutionizing  influ- 
ence over  representation,  and  that,  without 
such  an  influence,  it  may  now  add  four  or  five 
millions  annually  to  this  tribute;  or  will  it  be 
said  that  this  iiifluence,  compounded  of  a  com- 
plication of  bargaining  between  avaricious  com- 
binations and  delud^  geographical  distriets, 
between  wealth  and  want,  between  cunning 
and  ignorance,  between  fntud  and  dehision;  in 
short,  between  the  destructive  meteor  called  a 
capitalist  aristoonu^,  and  those  whom  it  bribes, 
that  it  may  plunder  abont  an  eighth  part  of  the 
globe?  Will  it  be  said  that  mis  influence  is 
that  kind  of  representation  which  will  preserve 
republican  government,  and  relieve  the  universe 
from  tyranny? 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment  He  believed  there  had 
been,  at  no  time,  more  specie  in  the  country 
than  at  present.  He  spoke  of  the  low  rate  of 
interest  at  which  money  could  be  obtained.  He 
asserted  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the 
cotton  manu&otories  of  Hew  Endand  were 
generally  very  prosperous-— and  spoie,  particu- 
larly, of  that  at  Waltham ;  with  the  history  di 
which  he  was  more  intimately  acquainted.  He 
related  the  manner  in  which  that  factory  was 
established ;  and  read  a  minute  of  the  dividends 
of  profits  that  had  been  made  by  the  establish- 
ment. Mr.  L.  stated  that  stock  in  that  factory 
had  recentiy  been  sold  at  sixty-five  per  cent 
above  par;  this  institution,  he  said,  had  been 
established  without  lor^gn  aid,  and  he  believed 
but  one  foreigner  had  be^  employed  in  it 

Mr.  D^WoLF  rose  to  speak  to  the  question^ 
but  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn ;  and  the 
Senate  then  a^oumed. 


Wbdnesdat,  May  5. 
The  Tariff, 
The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  WholcL 
(Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair,)  proceeded 
to  consider  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, "  to  amend  t^e  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports.^' 

Cotton  MinirnufM. 
The  Question  was  upon  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Elliott,  on  Monday  last,  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  establishes  the  min- 
imum for  the  calculation  of  the  duties  on  cotton 
cloths  and  cotton  twisty  yam,  or  thread ;  which 
proviso  is  as  foUows : 

\ 
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"  Provided^  That  all  cotton  clothe  whatsoever,  or 
clothfl  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China,  the 
original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
wiui  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it ; 
and  of  ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to 
have  cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yam,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  Anid  all  bleached  or  colored  oot- 
ttm  yam,  twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which 
shall  be  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents 
per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accord- 

Hr.  Bbnton  then  rose.  He  bad  been  perfect- 
'ly  satisfied,  by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on 
this  sabject,  that  the  cotton  manufaotare  was 
profitable,  when  conducted  with  skill  and  capi- 
tal ;  and  he  rejoiced  that  it  was  so.  He  consid- 
ered this  article  a  fair  subject  of  revenue;  and 
that  the  duty  now  proposed  to  be  levied  would 
fall  upon  the  rich  and  luxurious.  He  contended 
that  the  shippiuff  interest  would  not  be  affected 
by  this  duty.  Mr.  B.  described  the  kind  of 
goods  the  tax  would  operate  upon — ^he  stated 
that  it  would  hardly  amount  to  more  than  a 
cent  or  two  a  yard,  and  that  upon  articles  of 
luxury.  He  spoke  of  the  operation  of  this  bill 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  expected 
that  our  finances  would  be  benefited  by  it.  He 
reverted  to  the  operation  of  the  present  mini- 
mum of  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  upon  the 
India  cottons,  as  highly  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
try, and  anticipated  as  happy  results  from  the 
minimum  now  under  discussion.  Mr.  B.  com- 
mented upon  the  course  England  had  taken,  in 
regard  to  our  articles  of  export.  He  contended 
that  she  could  not  jeopardize  her  manufacture 
of  cotton,  by  any  retaliatory  measures  upon  this 
country,  which  would  go  to  enhance  the  price 
of  the  raw  material.  He  believed  that  too  large 
a  proportion  of  our  population  were  employed 
in  agriculture ;  as  a  great  surplus  of  agricultural 
productions  were  on  hand  without  a  market. 
He  spoke  of  the  advantages  this  country  pos- 
sessed for  manufacturing;  and  those  circum- 
stances which  would  save  it  from  the  demoraliz- 
ing efiTects  that  attend  these  establishments  in 
other  countries. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Hr.  Eluott^s 
motion  to  strike  out  all  the  proviso  relative  to 
the  minimum  on  cotton  goods,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAs. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brauch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Havne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lbyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  MiUs,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Yiiginia, 
Yan  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 28. 


Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Qua- 
dler,  D'Wolf;  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwara^  Ficdlsj, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentudcy,  Knight,  LaomsB, 
Lowrie,  McBvaiue,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rnggles,  Seymoa; 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas^  and  Yan  B«- 
ren — 24. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  mini- 
mum on  cotton  doths,  and  cotton  twist,  y&n, 
or  thread. 


Thubsdat,  May  6. 
The  Tariff— Wool 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,** 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Geo- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair. 

The  question  was  upon  amending  the  bill,  ia 
pursuance  of  the  motion  which  Mr.  Smith  saU 
mitted  yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  clause  im- 
posing a  duty  on  unmanufactured  wooL 

Mr.  Smtth  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  d 
the  amendment.  Messrs.  Ruooles,  Holms  (sf 
Maine,  Ghandlbb,  LLOTBofMarylandL,  Talboz. 
JomreoN  of  Kentucky,  Bbown,  D*Wolf,  »£ 
DioxEBSON,  severally  spoke  in  oppoation  to  the 
amendment.  Messrs^  Lloyb,  of  Massachusetu. 
and  Mills,  also  opposed  the  motion  to  amend. 
They  were  against  the  imposition  of  the  dxsj 
proposed  by  the  bill  on  this  article,  but  thou^ 
if  any  duty  was  to  be  imposed,  it  oo^t  to^  be 
an  ad  valorem  duty;  as  the  great  dinerenee  n 
the  price  and  quality  of  this  article  would  renda 
a  specific  duty  very  unequal  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  that  Is 
considered    the    reasoning  of  the    h<m<xni:k 
gentleman  i^m  Ohio  to  be  oondusive  against  t 
specific  duty,  which  would  impose  the  same  rsie 
of  duty  on  wool  which  cost  ten  cents  a  poic-I 
with  tiiat  which  would  cost  one  hundred.    Ee 
observed  that  the  legitimate  object  of  the  IC 
was  to  protect  the  manufactures  of  the  oocntzr, 
and  of  these  none  were  more  worthy  of  the  p^ 
ronage  of  the  Government  than  the  mamifiKtmt 
of  woollens,  none  incorporated  itself  more  irr- 
mately  with  the  Northern  and  Western  agiv 
otdtural  interests  of  the  Union,  and  he  belkved 
none  was  at  present  more  depressed.     One  pria- 
cipal  object  of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  this 
manufacture,  to  enable  it  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  the  manufactures  of  Crreat  BricaiE, 
and  to  do  this,  we  were  imposing  a  heavj  dstr 
on  the  raw  material  at  the  time  w^hen  Gr^ 
Britain  was  taking  it  off.    In  England,  the  marr 
ufaoture  of  woollen  had  been  an  object  cff  great 
national  attention ;  for  a  long  time  it  had  k 
duty,  or  only  one  of  about  three  fiurthii^is  % 
pound,  probably  to  ascertain  the  quantity  ir> 
ported.    This  was  the  case  until  1819,  iirhen  the 
exports  of  woollen  had  amounted,  for  a  coczsc 
of  years,  firom  eight  to  ten  million  pounds  saer> 
ling  a  year.    On  the  imposition  of  this  esoal 
duty  the  export  declined,  and  in  1823,  fell  v. 
five  million  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, and  the  Germans  and  the  French  interfer- 
ed with  them  and  got  part  of  the  export.     Xhkat 
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he  said,  was  the  secret  of  the  proposed  repeal 
of  the  dnty  of  sixpence  in  England  when  we 
were  putting  it  on.  He  would,  therefore,  advo- 
cate, in  preference,  striking  ont  the  dnty, 
though  he  knew  the  agricnltnrists  might  be 
adverse  to  it;  and,  if  mis  were  the  case,  he 
shoiQd  relaot  at  it.  Bat  some  of  them  thought 
the  duty  wouid  be  injurious  to  the  wool-grower ; 
and  tbis  he  knew  from  a  letter  he  submitted  to 
the  Senate  from  a  very  respectable  and  expe- 
rienced ffentleman,  at  present  a  farmer  in  Ver- 
mont, a  large  wool-grower,  and  owner  of  sheep, 
and  to  whom  the  United  States  were  principal- 
ly indebted  for  the  introduction  of  the  invalua- 
ble race  of  merino  sheep.  He  alluded  to  Wm. 
Jarvis,  Esq.,  late  United  States  Oonsnl  at  Lisbon, 
and  who  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  dujby 
on  imported  wool  would,  by  its  reaction,  prove 
its  discouragement  of  manufactures,  lessen  the 
demand  for  the  wool,  and^  consequently,  the 
price  in  the  market,  and  iigure,  instead  of  bene- 
fiting, the  wool-grower. 

Mr.  EiuoTT  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  Chair  declared  the  question  to  be 
first  upon  striking  out  the  proposed  duty  on  un- 
manufactured wool. 

Mr.  Smith  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  insert 
a  specific  duty  of  eight  cents  per  pound,  and  the 
question  then  remained  upon  striking  out 

Mr.  Mills  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  a  reasonable  duty  on  the  importation 
of  wool,  but  not  so  high  a  duty  as  the  highest 
progressive  duties  proposed  in  this  bill.  He 
therefore  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  so  much  as  proposes  the  prospective  increase 
of  the  duty  on  wool,  over  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem.  The  question  was  then 
put  upon  this  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Messrs.  Baibonr,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Oaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachn- 
setts.  Macon,  MDIs,  Panott,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams— 21. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Rnd- 
lay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Pal- 
mer, Rnggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bnren— 26. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment proposing  to  limit  the  dnty  on  wool  to 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

.  Mr.  Eluott  then  withdrew  his  proposition  to 
divide  the  question,  which  proposition  would 
have  made  it  necessary  to  put  the  question  on 
striking  out  all  of  the  proposed  duty  on  wool. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  proposes  the  prospective 
increase  of  the  duty  over  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  The  question  was  put  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykasl — ^Messn.  Baibomr,  Benton,  Bnuieh,  Clayton, 


Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Elng  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Macon,  Mills,  Panrott,  Smith,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 25. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwiupds,  l^dlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rufra^les,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vu*glQia,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren— 22. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  limit  the  duty  on  un- 
manufactured wool,  to  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem ;  and  the  clause  imposing  duties  on  that  ar- 
ticle, stands  thus,  as  amendea : 

"  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a  dnty  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  1st  of  June,  1825 ; 
afterwards,  a  duty  <^  twenty-five  per  centmn  ad  va- 
lorem, until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1826 ;  afterwards, 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Provided, 
That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  no  more.** 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  proviso : 

"Provided,  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ten  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  chai^d  with  a 
duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more.** 

The  question  was  then  put  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yba& — ^MessrSL  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Low- 
rie, Macon,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indi- 
ana, Taylor  of  ^^i^ginia,  and  Williams — 18. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Baiboor,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gail- 
lard, Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  TAnmaw^  IJoyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Mcllvaine,  Bfills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 29. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. 

£cut  India  SUk. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  the  following : 

**  On  an  articles  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  a  oom- 
ponent  part,  manufactured  in  India,  (fhina,  or  any 
other  oonntay  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a 
duty  o!  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

This  amendment  gave  rise  to  a  short  discns- 
sion,  in  which  Messrs.  Sioth,  Llotd  of  Massa- 
chusetts, DioKEBSON,  Talbot,  Lowbib,  and  Bbn- 
Tov,  engaged. 

Mr.  DiOESBSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  **  twenty-five  per  centum," 
and  inserting  ''thirty  per  centum.^'  This  waa 
negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Sioth's 
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amendment,  and  deoided  in  the  negatiTe,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas.— Me«n.  Branch,  Elliott,  Gailkid,  Hayne, 
Holmet  of  MiMw,  H.  Johnson  of  Loniriana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Ksng  of  Alabania,  Uoyd  of 
Maxyhwd,  Smith,  and  Williamt~12. 

Nats — Messra  Barbour,  Barton,  Boll,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton, 
Edwaids,  Findlaj,  Holmet  of  Maine,  Jackson,  John* 
son  of  Kentocky,  King  of  New  York,  Knight  Lan- 
man,  Lloyd  of  MasMchnsetta,  Lowrie,  McIlTaine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Rogglea,  Sey- 
moor,  Talbot,  Taybr  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas^  Van  Bonn,  Van  Djke,  and  Ware— ^. 

80  the  Senate  r^eeted  the  amendment  pro- 
posing a  daty  of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  India 
aUks. 

Ifan^faeiwrm  <^  Wool, 
Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that 
the  bill  be  amended,  by  striking  ont  all  that 
part  which  provides  for  the  highest  progressive 
dnty,  of  87(  per  oentam  ad  valorem,  ^*  on  all 
niannfactnres  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall 
be  a  component  part/'  This  motion  produced 
oonsiderable  discnssion,  in  which  the  mover, 
and  MessrBL  Hatms,  Smith,  Dioxbbson,  Talbot. 
Mills,  Llotd  of  MasBaohosetts,  Ruoolss,  ana 
Tatlob  of  Virginia,  engaged.  The  question  on 
this  amendment  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tbab. — Messrs.  Barboor,  Benton,  Braaeh,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton.  Elliott,  Gaillaid,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Miss., 
Jadcson,  Henzy  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Llojd  of 
Massaehnsetto,  Macon,  Mills,  Pairott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Tuginia,  Van  Bnzen,  Van  Dyke,  Wan,  and  Wil- 
liams—28. 

Nats.— MessTL  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler. 
lyWoU;  DickersoD,  Edwiurds,  findlay.  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lwman,  McDvaine, 
Pahner,  Rnggles,  Seymonr,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
and  Thoma8--18. 

80  the  Senate  agreed  to  strike  ont  the  highest 
rate  of  dnty  on  woollen  manufactured  g^ds ; 
this  vote  leaves  these  articles  subject,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  to  a  duty  of  80  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  until  the  80th  day  of  June,  1825 ; 
and,  after  that  time,  to  a  duty  of  88^  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Ohahdlbb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  excepting  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck, 
tram  the  di^  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
imposed,  by  the  bill,  upon  all  manufactures  of 
cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp;  and  to  subject  those 
articles  to  certain  specific  duties. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  upon  this  proposi- 
tion, by  the  mover ;  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Smith,  Mills,  and  Hatnk. 

Mr.  Hatne  observed,  that  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  he  thought  there 
were  other  articles  of  equal  importance,  which 
oueht  to  be  excepted,  and  which  were,  on  prin- 
d]^e,  equally  entitled  to  exemption.    Mr.  H.  re- 


peated, that  he  would  nve  his  siqyport  tot  pro- 
position to  strike  out  the  whole  Beclioii,orto 
exempt  fixnn  its  operation  all  artida  of  prime 
necessity  in  which  any  part  of  the  coonuy  is 
deeply  Interested.  But  surely  the  gentlemaii 
from  Maine  could  not  expect  to  have  the  InH 
moulded  so  as  to  suit  his  own  views,  and  the 
peculiar  interests  of  his  own  State,  whue  he  re- 
roses  to  consult  the  interests  of  otiien. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  the  azsend- 
ment  was  disagreed  to,  fifteen  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

CotUfn  Bagginff, 

Mr.  Maoon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,bj 
striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  On  cotton 
lMtf»ing,  four  and  a  half  cents  per  eqaare  yari" 

This  motion  nve  rise  to  some  discusnon;  in 
which  Messrs.  Maooh,  Joekson  of  Kentnd^, 
Houoa  of  Maine,  Talbot,  Smith,  and  BnrroK, 
participated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Tbas.— Meeers.  Barbour,  Branch,  dayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayse,  Holmes  of  Missiasippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  honiitantk,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  LooisiaDa,  Kelly, 
iOitf  of  AUibama,  Kiqg  of  New  Yoik,  UoydotMtij- 
lan£  Uojd  of  Massaehnsetts,  Maoon,  Mflk,  PiRottt 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Van  Bonn,  Van  Dyb, 
Ware,  and  WHUams— 28. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bentoo,  Biovn, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edward^  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Mabe,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Eentoekj, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Psbaet, 
BngglM,  Seymour,  Talbo^  Taylor  of  Indiana,  sad 
Thomas»24. 

So  tiie  Senate  determined  not  to  strike  out 
the  proposed  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
sQuare  yard,  on  cotton  bagging ;  and  the  Senate 
acyoumed. 


Fbidat,  May  7. 

The  Tariff: 

The  bOl  fipom  the  House  of  BepresentstiTefl 

**  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  dntiei 

on  imports^"  was  again  taken  up  for  oonndenr 

tion,  as  in  Oonunittee  of  tiie  Whole. 

Wonted  Stuff  OoocU. 
Hr.  Enfo,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  in  the<  following  clause :  **0n 
all  manufiictures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  80th  day  of 
June,  1625 ;  and,  alter  that  time,  a  duty  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum,"  by  in- 
serting,  after  the  word  "part,"  the  words 
"  exe^t  wynted  etvff  goods,  uhieh  ehaU  pay 
twen^-fioe  per  centum  ad  wUorem.^  This  pro- 
position gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  wbicb 
Messrs.  Lowbib,  B'Wour,  Kiro  of  N^ew  York, 
Mills,  Khight,  Edwabds,  and  F^nixlat,  eo* 
gaged.     The  question  was  then  put^  and  de- 
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oided  in  the  affirmfltive,  by  yeas  and  says,  as 
foUowft : 

YkA8. — ^Messrs.  Bftrbonr,  Benton,  Branch,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  IfisBiBBippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Maiyland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  ICQls^ 
Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Viiginia,  Van  Bnren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 27. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Pakner,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot^  Taylor 
of  Lidiana,  and  Thomas— 20. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  "  worsted  stuff 
goods"  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  only. 

Blankets. 
Mr.  Hatns  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  including  "blankets,"  in  the  exception  which 
had  Just  been  made  in  favor  of  worsted  stuff 
goods,  as  liable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  amendment  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
D^  Wolf.  The  question  was  then  put  and  de- 
cided in  the  aiBrmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Ykas. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maiyland,  Lloyd  of  Massadiu- 
setts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 24. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Tjwirmn^ 
Lowiie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  PsJmer,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren— 23. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets 
should  only  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Frying  Pant. 
Mr.  Bbavoh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
following  line  from  the  bill :  ^*  On  frying-pans, 
four  cents  per  pound.^*  This  amendment  was 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  }JLc.  Hatnx.  It 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Ybasl— MessTL  Baibonr,  Benton,  Branch,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  GaiUard,  Havne,  Hohnes  of 
liaine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston 
of  1  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  ]png  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maiyland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  Williams— 29. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'WoU;  Dickerson,  Edwavds,  Findlay,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Boggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Thomas— 18. 


Indian  Fur  Trade. 


[SmiUEB. 


89  the  Senate  determined  that  frying-pans 
should  be  exempted  from  the  proposed  duty. 

Cocoa. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
line :  "  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound.*' 
Some  remarks  were  made  on  this  subiect  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  D'Wolp  and  Dick- 
erson. The  amendment  was  carried  without 
division ;  and  thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa 
was  stricken  out. 


Satubdat,  May  8. 

P&rerUs  of  Lieutenant  WdtMn^  U.8.2ifwDy. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Naval  Affi&irs.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Wat- 
son, praying  relief  from  the  Government  in 
consequence  of  the  dependent  and  helpless 
situation  to  which  they  have  been  reduced,  by 
the  death  of  their  son,  while  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  submitted  a  report :  The  committee 
state,  that  the  petitioners  are  the  parents,  in 
very  advanced  life,  of  the  late  William  Henry 
Watson,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  great  promise ;  who,  after  having,  in  a  very 
gallant  manner,  inflicted  on  the  pirates  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  coasts  of  Cuba,  a 
merited  and  severe  punishment,  fell  a  victim, 
while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  prevailing  on 
board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at  Thomp- 
son's Island,  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year ; 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  only  very  aged,  but 
are  in  narrow  circumstances ;  -  and  were  de- 
pendent upon  their  deceased  and  lamented  son 
for  the  principal  part  of  their  support;  and 
that  their  case  presents  a  strong  claim  upon 
the  sympathy,  if  not  upon  the  justice,  of  the 
Government.  But  the  sense  of  Congress,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  extending  pension  aJlow- 
ances,  or  pecuniary  grants,  to  cases  of  this  de- 
scription, having  been  too  distinctly,  and  re- 
peatedly, expressed,  to  be  misunderstood,  tiie 
committee  auc  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompany- 
ingthe  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 


Thubsday,  May  18. 
Indian  Fur  Trade. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  December, 
1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Vidian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  United  States  to 
American  citizens,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in 
the  chair.) 
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Mr.  Bknton  moved  to  add  the  followin^ec* 
tion,  y\z : 

Ssa  b.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  smn 
of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  he  paid  ont  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasuxy  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  enable  the  President  to  send  a  military  expedition 
against  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  Upper  Missonii, 
and  to  preserve  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LowBiK  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"President,"  and  inserting  "if  in  his  opinion  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  send  a  military 
force  to  sustain  and  protect  the  commissioners 
who  may  be  sent  to  hold  treaties  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri  River." 

The  question  was  taken  and  determined  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yea  . — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Findhiy,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  John- 
son, Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Kins  oi  Alabama, 
Lowrie,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Thomas. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mc- 
Hvaine,  Macon,  MiUs,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rug- 
lies,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Boron,  Van 
^yke,  and  Ware. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowbis,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Tariff. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
*'  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 
on  imports,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed in  Ihe  Senate.  The  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  pass  ?"  was  then  put. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Ybas. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  BeU,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D* Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwuds,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Knight-,  Lanman,  Lowric,  Mcllvame,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  In- 
diana, Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 25. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
Kng  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Pairott,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams 
—21. 

8o  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  and  was  sent 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 


g 


Monday,  May  17. 

Indian  Fur  Trcde, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  then 

DToceeded  to  consider  the  biU  "  to  enable  the 

president  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  made 

at  Ghent  the  24th  December,  1814,  excluding 


foreigners  from  trade  and  interoourae  with  the 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  and  to 
preserve  the  fur  trade,  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  United  States,  to  American  citizens.^'  The 
question  was,  upon  adopting  an  amendment, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Benton  as  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  providing  an  appropriation  of  $18,000 
to  enable  the  President  to  send  a  military  ex- 
pedition among  the  hostile  Indiana  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  in 
liiat  quarter.  Messrs.  JBbntok,  Johmsox  of 
Kentucky,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  J.  S.  Jobv- 
STON,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  remarks  upon 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  all  but  the  enacting  danae,  and 
inserting  a  provision  appropriating  $10,000  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  to  send 
a  military  escort,  when  ho  shall  think  proper, 
for  the  protection  of  commissioners  to  be  seat 
to  the  Upper  Missouri,  to  treat  with  the  Indiau 
in  that  quarter. 

liir.  Benton  accepted  this  amendment,  and 
agreed  to  withdraw  that  which  he  had  pro> 
posed.  Messrs.  Mills,  and  Holmxs  of  Mame, 
contended  that  the  President  had  already  the 
power  which  this  amendment  proposes  to  give 
hiuL  Messrs.  Bbown,  Lowbie^akboitb,  £d- 
WABDS,  EiNO  of  New  York,  H.  Johsbon  of 
Louisiana,  and  Benton,  entered  into  the  ds- 
cussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. The  question  was  then  put  npon  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment^  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was  thea 
reported  to  the  Senate ;  the  amendments  made 
in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  toi 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

American  Hemp. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Saim^ 
day  last,  by  ^.  Benton,  was  again  read  fer 
oonsideration : 

JUaohed,  That  the  Pleaident  of  tiie  United  Stitsi 
be  requested  to  direct  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Nary  to 
lay  a  report  before  the  Senate,  at  the  oommenceBKat 
of  the  next  eeasion  of  Congress,  Bho¥ring  the  reasoa, 
if  any,  why  canvas,  oordage,  and  caUeo,  made  of 
hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  majr  not  be 
used  in  the  equipment  of  national  vessek. 

^Mr.  Benton  sfdd  Mb  object  in  presenting  the 
resolution  was,  to  find  ont  the  reason  which 
excludes  American  hemp  from  American  shipa 
The  objection  being  known,  could  be  met  and 
conquered,  if  it  was  not  insuperable.  A  defect 
in  the  fibre  might  be  incurable ;  but,  if  the  oh- 
jeotion  goes  only  to  the  preparation,  the  mann- 
faoture,  or  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply, 
there  is  nothing  invincible  in  it 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  Navy  to  be  national^  not 
only  in  the  hearts  which  fill  it,  but  in  the  ma- 
terial of  which  it  is  built.  He  objected  to  the 
quantity  of  foreign  material  now  nsed ;  iron 
from  Sweden,  hemp  from  Bussa,  copper  from 
England,  lead  from  the  Mediterranean.    Wood, 
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alone,  was  the  prodaot  of  the  United  States. 
He  referred  to  an  official  paper  to  show  the 
cost  of  these  materials  in  a  ship  of  the  line : 
Iron     -        -  $23,000— The  iforth  Oarolma  74 
Hemp  .        -  $61.000—The  Oolnmbus  74 
Copper        -  |67;000— The  Oolnmbus  74 
Wood  -        .  $70,000— The  Oolumbns  74 
Lead    -        -    $2,600— The  North  Carolina  74 

He  pointed  out  the  enormous  disproportion 
of  cost  between  the  foreign  and  the  domestic 
material ;  and  calculated  the  loss  to  American 
citizens,  and  the  gain  to  the  serfs  and  boors  of 
Europe,  in  building  the  nine  ships  of  the  line 
and  the  twelve  frigates,  lately  aumorized  by  an 
act  of  Congress  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy.  But  the  loss,  great  aa  it  is,  he  said,  did 
not  stop  here.  When  these  nine  seventy-fours 
and  twelve  frigates  are  finished,  another  set 
will  be  commenced,  and  the  work  will  go  on, 
nntH  the  Republic,  like  the  Mother  Empire, 
shall  boast  her  **  thousand  ships  of  war." 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  did  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  resolution,  as  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  vote  for  any  information  on 
the  subject ;  but  he  wished  to  suggest  an  amend- 
ment. He  remarked  upon  the  natumal  char- 
acter which  the  Navy  already  possessed — ^he 
repelled  the  idea,  which  had  frequently  been 
expressed,  that  the  Navy  was  peculiarly  an 
Eastern  or  sectional  interest  He  adverted  to 
an  act  which  had  been  recently  brought  for- 
ward, and  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  for  the 
building  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war ; 
a  class  of  vessels  which  was  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, in  the  deep  waters  of  the  North,  but 
which  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  mouth  of  the  great  rivers  of  the 
.  West,  and  the  products  of  the  Western  States, 
which  were  constantly  descending  those  rivers. 

Mr.  L.  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
as  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  using,  fi>r  the  Navy,  the  domestic  or 
the  foreign  material  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bemton  assented  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  agreed 
to  the  proposed  modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  SMirn  made  a  few  remarks,  in  order  to 
show  that  foreign  materials  were  not  now  used 
in  the  construction  of  our  public  vessels  to  the 
extent  apprehended  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Missouri 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Wednssdat,  May  19. 
Mismnppi  and  Ohio  Evoen, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  from  the 
House  •of  Representatives  "to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,'* 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Barboub  in  the  chair. 
Messrs.  Bbown  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
explained  the  objects  of  this  bill,  and  its  im- 
portance to  the  Western  States. 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  want  of  time  will  prevent  that  full  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, which  the  importance  of  the  measure 
demands.  The  House  of  Representatives  have 
carefully  investigated  the  subject;  and,  after 
the  most  dispassionate  deliberation,  with  a  ftdl 
knowledge  of  the  &ct  before  them,  have  passed 
the  bill  appropriating  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  removing  certain  obstructions  from  the 
channels  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  It  is  an 
experiment  to  render  more  secure  the  naviga- 
tion of  these  great  rivers  of  the  West,  destined 
by  nature  to  bear  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  world,  the  rich  treasures  which 
are  every  day  disclosing  themselves,  of  that  ex- 
tensive country.  This  decision  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  in  favor  of 
an  object  of  such  magnitude,  whether  consid- 
ered in  relation  to  the  interest  of  the  West,  or 
of  the  whole  nation,  is  entitled  to  high  con- 
sideration from  the  Senate ;  and,  in  its  wisdom 
and  magnanimity,  to  give  it  their  cordial  sanc- 
tion, we  repose  a  degree  of  confidence  border-* 
ing  upon  certainty.  I^  however,  we  should 
be  found  mbtaken  in  this  expectation,  if  such 
opposition  should  appear  against  an  appropria- 
tion so  reasonable,  and  in  which  one-half  of 
the  States  in  the  Union  have  a  direct,  and  all  a 
deep  interest^  as  to  force  us  into  a  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  bill)  we  have  the  fullest 
confidence  that  the  investigation  must  result 
in  an  entire  conviction  of  the  utility  of  the 
measure. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  survey 
has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Government. 
The  commissioners,  who  had  no  other  interest 
than  what  is  common  to  every  American,  have 
made  a  faithftil  report,  which  is  now  before 
us ;  and  it  gives  us  a  knowledge  of  the  true 
cause,  and  of  all  the  causes,  which  render  our 
navigation  dangerous.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
most  scientific  and  experienced  engineers,  that 
these  causes  may  be  removed  at  an  expense 
quite  inconsiderable,  compared  with  the  advan- 
tages which  would  ensue.  For  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  we  appeal  to  the  magnani- 
mity of  the  Grovemment.  It  is  but  what  justice 
demands.  We  only  ask  for  a  small  pro^rtion 
of  that  protection  to  our  commerce  which  we 
have  never  refused  to  other  parts  c^  the  United 
States. 

MiMouH  Biver, 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
sertingthe  following  words :  "  and  of  tne  Mis- 
souri River,  in  the  State  of  Missouri."  This 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amend^.  Messrs.  Noble  and  Talbot  opposed 
the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole :  and  Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  fiivor  of  it 
The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LowBiB  proposed  an  amendment,  not 
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aifeoting  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was 
adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put,  upon  passing  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Bfissiflappi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachnsetta, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Panott,  Rnggles,  Smith, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Wil- 
liams—25. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Barboor,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Edwazda,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Hohnes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Macon,  Mills,  Palmer^  Seymonr,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Bnren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 20 

8o  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Fbiday,  May  21. 

VUe  Preaidentpro  tern. 

The  Yios  Pbbsident  not  beins  present,  the 

Senate  was  called  to  order  by  uie  Secretary. 

On   motion  of  Mr.  Houcss,  of  Maine,  the 

«8enate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President />ni 


The  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  was  85 ; 
necessary  to  a  choice  18. 

The  honorable  John  Gahxabd  had  28  votes, 
and  was  declared  to  have  been  elected  Presi- 
dent jprt?  tempore.  Mr.  Gaillabd  immediately 
took  the  chair,  and  expressed  to  the  Senate,  in 
a  very  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  his  sense 
of  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

Weetem  Bouvda/ry  qfArhanKu  Territory, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  **  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas.*^  The  report  of  the 
oommittee  in  relation  to  this  subject  was  read. 
Mr.  Bbnton  explained  the  objects  of  the  bilL 
Mr.  HoLMBS,  of  Missidsippi,  offered  a  new  see* 
tion  as  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  Senate,  "to 
fix  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansa&'^  was  read  the  third  time.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Lowbib,  it  was  committed,  after 
some  discussion,  to  the  Oommittee  on  Lidiui 
AfGurs. 


Satuedat,  May  22. 
Farrow  and  Harris, 
The  bill  introduced,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Bab- 
BOUB,  and  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on 
Olaims,  '^for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris, '^  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole.  These 
petitioners  claim  remuneration  for  the  loss  and 
embarrassment  sustained  by  them  in  conee- 
quenoe  of  the  determination  of  the  Govern- 


ment not  to  build  the  fort  on  Dauphin  laland, 
for  the  erection  of  which  a  contract  had  been 
made  with  them.  This  claim  had  been  referred 
to  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  the  damage  dooe 
to  tl^e  petitioners,  by  the  failure,  on  the  part  of 
Government,  to  pedect  the  contract;  and  the 
bill  proposes  that,  when  the  commiBaioDer 
shall  have  reported  the  amount  due  them,  that 
the  money  shall  be  paid^  upon  the  approbatkn 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  without  a  farther  set 
of  Oongress  on  the  subject ;  and  that  thej  shaU 
be  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the  jodgmoitB 
obtained  against  them,  for  the  moneva  adTanoed 
them  by  the  Government,  until  the  comioia' 
sioner  shall  have  rendered  his  opinion  on  the 
subject 

Mr.  BuooLEs,  in  behalf  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Olaims,  stated  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case. 

Messrs.  Babboub,  Lowbds,  J.  S.  Jobsstov  of 
Louisiana,  Ksllt,  H.  Johnson  of  Looisiana, 
and  Tatlob  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  &Vor  of  the 
passage  of  the  biUL 

Mr.  Ohandleb  proposed  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  a  part  of  the  bill;  which  waa  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kma,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  bill  oo 
the  grounds  that  the  petitioners  had  not  made 
such  progress  in  their  work  as  to  authorise  the 
belief  that  it  would  have  been  completed  vith- 
in  the  stioulated  time,  had  not  the  Govenundit 
suspended  the  work;  that  the  petitioners  had 
transferred  their  contract  to  a  third  peraoa; 
and  that  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  arnooDt  to 
be  allowed  these  petitioners,  if  any  thing  were 
to  be  allowed,  ought  not  to  be  conunitted  to 
any  individuals^  however  high  their  standing 
might  be,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  decided  upon 
by  Oengress. 

These  objections  were  particularly  replied  to, 
and  obviated  by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Zowsston  aod 
Babboub. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Seoate, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Beu.  moved  to  amend  the  biU,  so  aa  to 
provide  that,  on  the  decision  of  tlie  oommii' 
sioner,  one-half  the  amount  of  damages  awarded 
should  be  paid  to  the  petitioners. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Moiis^  and 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  eogroased, 
and  read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  May  24. 
CheroJcee  CvoUixation  OovemmenU 
Mr.  Babton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  others,  the  Delegates  of  the  Oherokee 
nation,  stating  that,*^  from  their  advancid  atato 
of  civuization,  they  have  found  it  neoesaaiy  to 
establish  a  more  r^pilar  system  of  governmart, 
for  the  protection  of  the  propertrr,  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that  they  have 
accordingly  established  legislative  and  ju&ciaiy 
branches  of  government,  upon  a  plan,  simple 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESS. 


689 


Mat,  1824.] 


E3qpen9e$  and  Rrfamu  m  the  Ncny, 


[SsfATB. 


and  comprehensible  to  the  Oherokees.  To  sap- 
port  their  government,  they  found  it  necessary 
to  impose  taxes  on  merchants  and  pedlars,  in 
their  nation.  The  power  to  impose  this  tax. 
under  the  treaties  snosisting  between  them  and 
the  United  States,  has  been  disputed ;  and  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  has 
given  an  opinion  to  the  proper  department 
against  the  right  of  the  Gherokees^  to  impose 
the  tax ;  and,  under  that  opinion,  it  has  been 
intimated  to  the  Delegates  that  a  return  of  the 
taxes  will  be  expected,  and  that  they  must 
r^ain  from  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  fu- 
ture. 

The  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  ap- 
peal to  Congress  for  relief  against  this  decision, 
and  present  copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney-Generd,  and  of  an  opinion  of  Judge  White, 
of  Tennessee,  given  on  application,  some  years 
since. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Bxp«m$  and  EtfarmM  in  ^  Xaoy. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motions  for  consideration : 

Metolved,  That  tiie  Seczvtaiy  of  the  Naivy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  ensuing  settion  of  Congress,  snoh  informatioii  as 
may  be  in  the  posMssion  of  the  Department,  or  he 
may  think  proper  to  oonunimicate,  relative  to  the 
expediency  of  constracting^  at  one  of  the  navy  yards 
of  the  United  States,  a  £y  dock,  of  sufficient  ci^pa- 
oity  for  receiving,  examining,  and  repairing^  ahipa- 
of-the-line;  and  to  report  on  the  nsefdness,  econ- 
omy, and  necessity,  of  a  dry  dock ;  the  best  location 
therefor,  and  the  probable  expense  of  constmctiDe 
Boch  dry  dock,  of  the  size  afbresaid,  in  a  solid  and 
durable  maimer,  and  with  the  needful  appendages 
for  an  advantageoos  nse  of  the  same. 

Besoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  statement^  showing 
the  amonnt  of  travelling  expenses,  and  other  allow- 
■noes,  received  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
niaiine  corps,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to 
which  they  are  by  law  entitled,  m  each  year,  for  the 
last  three  yean;  the  emoluments  which  have  been 
received  in  each  year,  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as 
'the  same  can  be  ascertained,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  the  marine  corps,  as  well  from  the  Gov- 
ernment as  from  other  sources,  in  consequence  of 
their  official  stations;  the  expense  of  courts-martial 
in  the  Nayy  and  marine  corps,  in  each  year,  for  the 
same  period,  with  the  amount  paid  to  Judge  Advo- 
cates and  others,  for  their  att^idanoe  and  senrices, 
dei^natbg  the  places  at  which  such  conrts-martial 
were  ordered  to  be  held,  and  the  stations  from  which 
the  officers  composing  the  same  were  detailed  to 
attend;  the  number  of  desertions  flrom  the  marine 
ootpa,  and  the  number  of  rank  and  file  confined  for 
imprisonment^  as  a  punishment  for  desertion,  or  mis* 
oondnct,  for  eiach  year,  during  the  same  period ;  and, 
also,  to  report  his  opinion  on  such  alterations,  or 
further  prorisions  of  law,  as  he  may  consider  it  ex- 
pedient to  be  made,  in  order  to  promote  a  more 
p^fect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and  marine  corps,  to 
pievent  the  frequent  recurrence  of  courts-martial, 


and  insure  to  the  publio  serrice,  in  the  said  es- 
tablishments, the  highest  degree  of  economy  and 
efficiency.    * 

Western  Boundary  of  Ariamae  Territory, 
Mr.  BsNTOH,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  l^e  bill  ^^  to  fix 
the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment.  The  bul  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  B.  explained  the  effect  of  the 
amendment.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  8enate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

Last  Day  for  sending  BiUs  from  one  Eotise  to 
the  other. 
This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  on 
which,  according  to  a  Joint  rule  of  the  two 
Houses,  any  bill  can  pass  fr*om  one  House  to 
the  other,*  the  following  biUa  which  ori^na- 
ted  in  Senate,  and  which  had  lust  passed  to 
a  third  reading,  were  read  a  third  time,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  viz:  The 
bill  *'to  fix  title  Western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" the  bill  ^^explanatory  of  an  act,  en- 
titled ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  dne  to  the  United  States  from 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands;' "  and  the  reso- 
lution *^  providing  a  place  of  deposit  for  the 
Portrait  of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distri- 
bution of  certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence." 

TuBSDAT,  May  25. 
Bwrieo  Oausiei^  the  Artist. 
In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eaton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay 
from  the  contingent  fund,  to  the  artist,  [Enrico 
Causioi,]  employed  in  constructing  an  allegori- 
cal ornament  for  a  dock  for  the  Senate,  the 
further  sum  of  $1,000,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work.  Leave  was  accordingly 
granted :  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading.  • 

Expen$e8  and  B^orms  in  the  Na/cy, 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 

LoLYD,  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  the  expedi- 

enpy,  the  location,  and  tne  probable  expense  of 

constructing  a  dry  dock  at  one  of  the  navy  yards 

*  To  prerent  Uie  bssty  paastng  of  bills  in  Uie  lut  days 
of  the  session,  when  so  much  bnsinesB  is  done,  often  wiUi- 
out  a  quorum,  and  f^qaentl/  withoat  the  knowledge  of 
membexa  present,  a  joint  rale  of  the  two  Hooses  had  been 
adopted,  by  which  no  bill  oonld  be  sent  from  one  to  the 
other  on  the  three  last  days  of  the  sesBion,  and  none  oonld 
be  sent  to  the  President  on  the  last  day— thereby  giring  to 
eaeh  Hoose,  and  to  the  President,  time  Ibr  dellbentioa 
It  was  a  salntary  role,  and  would  be  of  groat  yalae,  if  en- 
Ibreed;  but,  onlbrtnnately,  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  eooise 
to  suspend  It  at  the  moment  It  is  wanted. 
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of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  relative  to  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  other  allowanoes,  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Oor^  the  ex- 
penses of  courts-martial  in  that  Department,  the 
number  of  desertions,  &c.,  and  requiring  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  "  his  opinion  on  such  al- 
terations, or  farther  provisions  of  law,  as  he  may 
consider  it  expedient  to  make,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote a  more  perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence 
of  courts-martial,  and  insure  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, in  the  said  establishments,  the  highest  de- 
gree of  economy  and  efficiency,*'  were  again 
read  for  consideration,  llir.  Llotd  made  a  few 
remarks  explanatory  of  his  object  in  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolutions,  and  they  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Senate  wiUiout  division. 

Oinemor  Tamphins^  Accounts, 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  pavment  of 
the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompldns,  iate  Grov- 
emor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  States ; ''  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  and,  on 
the  question,  '*  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading  f  '*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeaa  24,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Dickerflon,  Edwards,  Gaillaid,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Heniy  Johnson,  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  T^mman,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Noble,  Pai:^>tt,  Rnggles  Seymoor,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Bnren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Chuidler,  Eaton,  and 
Taylor  of  Yiiginia. 

Maieon  Bouge  OranU 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
^  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Bouge  to  commence  an  ac- 
tion in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  try 
the  validity  of  his  title  to  lands,  the  claim  to 
which  is  disputed  by  the  United  States,''  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  After  a  discussion  of  considerable 
length,  in  which  Messrs.  Yjls  Dtkb,  Digxbb- 
eoN,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Yak  Bussn, 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
LowBiB,  and  Bbown,^  todc  part,  the  biU  was  re- 
fused a  third  reading,  14  in  favor  of^  and  12 
against  it,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  EeUy,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Roggles,  Seymonr,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Yan  Bnren,  and  Williams. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Gaillard, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachnsetts, 
Macon,  Parrott,  and  Yandyke. 

So  the  bill  was  r^eoted.  ' 


Ccmal  in  the  Territory  ofFMia, 
The  bill  from  the  other  House  ^*to  sathorin 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  throng 
the  public  lands,  from  the  river  St  Jolm's  to 
the  bay  of  St.  Augustine,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whok 
Messrs.  Smtth,  Lowbib,  Ejnq  of  Alabuna, 
B-ftowN,  and  Chandleb,  made  some  renufffa 
on  the  subject  Mr.  Lowbib  moved  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill,  which motionini 
carried. 


Wednesday,  May  26. 
Enrico  Causici. 

The  resolution  introduced  on  leave,  jesto*- 
day,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to^pay,  from  the  contingent  fund,  to 
the  artist  employed  in  constructing  an  allegori- 
cal ornament  for  a  clock  for  the  Senate,  die 
further  sum  of  $1,000,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work,  was  again  read  for  conaideit- 
tion. 

Some  remarks  on  the  subject  were  sabmittei 
by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Maoon,  Lanican,  YavDih^ 
HoLMBB  of  Maine,  Tatlob  of  Yirginia,  and 
Smith;  and  the  resolution  was  refasedatldid 
reading. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  hnsinesi^ 
the  Senate  acUoumed  to  7  o^dock,  P.  M. 

Se/oen  o'clock  in  the  Bveniif{f, 
After  the  consideration  of  Executive  boo- 
ness,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  eight  o*dock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Thubsdat,  May  27. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatzTa 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  havepaased 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  loint  oom- 
mittee,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him,  that,  unless  be  vAl 
have  any  fhrther  communication  to  make,  thef 
are  ready  to  a^oum ;  in  which  they  reqiw^ 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
resolution,  and  concurred  therein ;  and  Heasri 
Smith  and  Macon  were  appointed  the  commit 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representar 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  hav* 
ing  finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about 
toacyoum. 

Ori^M^  That  the  Secretary  infonn  the  H(»» 
of  Bepresentatives  that  the  Senate^  hating 
finished  the  Legislative  business  befim  then, 
are  about  to  a^onm. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  bnsi- 
ness,  the  Peesidknt  adjourned  the  Senate 
sine  die. 
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EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS.-riRST  SESSION. 


PBOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 
a 

THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


Monday,  December  1,  1828. 
At  12  o'clock,  precisely,  the  Clerk  called  the 
Hoase  to  order,  and,  the  roll  being  called,  the 
following  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 


•  LI8T  OF  BEPBESENTATITES. 

jra<iM.— Wniiam  Bnrleigh,  Joaho*  Giulunaii,  Eb«neier 
Herrtck,  Dftvld  Kidder,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Stephen  Longfellow, 
Jeremiah  O'Brien. 

yew  £ramp«Mre.— Ichabod  Bartlett,  Katthew  Hanrey, 
Arthur  Ltrermore,  Aaron  Matson,  WlUlam  Plomer,  Jr., 
Thomae  Whipple,  Jr. 

jroMoM^Mettt.— Samnel  C,  Allen,  John  Bailey,  Frtadt 
Baylies,  Benjamin  W.  Crownlnahield,  Henry  V.  Dwlght, 
Timothy  Fuller,  Aaron  Hobart,  Bamnel  Lathrop,  John 
Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  John  Beed,  Jonas  BIbley,  Daniel 
Webster. 

Bhod4  Island,— ^db  Dnrfbe,  Bamnel  Eddy. 

ConMeUetA—'Sojtn  Barber,  Bamnel  A.  Foot,  Ansel 
Bterllng;  Ebeneaer  Stoddard,  Gideon  Tomlinson,  Bamnel 
Whitman. 

rermon^— William  0.  Bradley,  Daniel  A.  A.  Bnck, 
Bamnel  0.  Grafts,  Bollln  C.  Mallary,  Henry  Olin. 

Xew  ror£.-John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  0.  Cambreleng, 
Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Hecter  Craig,  Bowland  Day,  Justin 
Dwlnell,  Lewis  Eaton,  Charles  A.  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  Moses 
Hay  den,  John  Herkimer,  James  L.  Hogeboom,  Lemuel 
Jenkins,  Samuel  Lawrence,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Dudley  Mar- 
yin,  Henry  0.  Martindale,  John  J.  Morgan,  John  Blohards, 
Bobert  B.  Bose,  Peter  Bharpc,  Henry  B.  Storra,  James 
Strong;  John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyek,  Albert  H. 
Tracy,  Jacob  Tyson,  William  Yan  Wyck,  Stephen  Tan 
Bensaelaer,  Isaac  Williams,  Parmenio  Adams,  Bilas  Wood, 
WaUam  Woods. 

jr«ie  •TerMy.—OeoTge  Caasedy,  Lewis  Condlot,  Daniel 
Garrison,  George  Holcombe,  James  Matlack,  Samuel  Swan. 

PsiuMyJMmia.— James  Allison,  Samuel  Breck,  John 
Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Samuel  Edwards,  William  Cox 
Ellia,  Patrick  Farrelly,  John  Findlay,  Walter  Forward, 
Bobert  Harris,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Samuel  D.  bigham,  Geoige 
Kremer,  Samuel  McKean,  Philip  B.  Markley,  Daniel  H.  Mil- 
ler, James  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Patterson,  Ctoorge  Plumer, 
Thomas  J.  Bogera,  Andrew  Stewart,  Alexander  Thompson, 
John  Tod,  Daniel  Udree,  Isaac  Wayne,  James  Wilson, 
Henry  Wilson,  George  Wolfe. 

iMmoora,— Louis  MoLane. 


FVom  Maine — ^William  Burleigh,  Joshua  Caahman, 
Ebenezer  Herrick,  David  Kidder,  Enoch  Tj'MM>1^ft 
and  Jeiemiah  O'Brien. 

From  New  Zfafnps&ere^Matthew  Harvey,  Arthur 
LiTermore,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Plomer,  jr.,  and 
Thomaa  Whipple,  jr. 


Jforyldfid.— William  Hayward,  Jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  John 
Lee,  Peter  LitUe,  Isaac  McKlm,  Geoige  B.  MltcheU,  Ba- 
phael  Veale,  John  S.  Spence,  Henry  B.  Warildd. 

VirgiiUa.—UMTk  Alexander,  William  S.  Archer,  Philip 
P.  Barbour,  John  S.  Barbour,  Burwell  Baaaett,  John  Floyd, 
Bobert  S.  Gamett  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabes  Leftwloh,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Bandolph,  William  C.  Biyea,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Bmitfa, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  BtcTcnson,  James  Stephenson, 
George  Tucker,  John  Taliafero,  Jared  WUUams. 

JTorlA  (XxroUnA— Henry  Conner,  John  Culpeper,  Weldon 
N.  Edwards,  Alfted  M.  Catlln,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charlee 
Hooks,  John  Long,  Willie  P.  Mangum,  Bomulos  M.  Saund- 
ers, Bichard  D.  Spalght,  Bobert  B.  Yance,  Lewis  Willlama, 

8ovih  OaroUna.—JU>beTi  Campbell,  John  Carter,  Joseph 
Gist,  Andrew  B.  Goyan,  Jamee  Hamilton,Jr.,  Geoige  Mo- 
Duffle,  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  John  Wilson. 

GeoTffia.'-Joel  4^bot,  George  Cary,  Alfred  Cuthbert, 
John  Forsyth,  Edward  F.  Tattnall,  Wiley  Thompson. 

JTsfitocl^y.— Bichard  A.  Buckncr,  Henry  Clay,  Bobert  P. 
Henry,  Fnmcls  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Bobert  P.  Letch- 
er, Thomas  Metcalfe,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Philip  Thompson, 
Dayld  Trimble,  Dayid  White,  Charles  A.  WicklilTe. 

STeniMSSML— Adam  B.  Alexander,  Bobert  Allen,  John 
Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston,  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  James 
B.  Beynolds,  James  T.  Sandfoid,  James  Btandefer. 

e>Mo.— Mordecal  Bartley,  Philemon  Beecher,  John  W. 
Campbell,  James  W.  Gazlay,  Duncan  McArthur,  William  Mc- 
Lean, John  Patterson,  Thomas  B.  Boss,  John  Sloane,  Joseph 
Yance,  Samuel  F.  Yinton,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  William  Wil- 
son, John  C.  Wright 

XavMona.— William  L.  Brent,  Henry  H.  Gurley,  Ed- 
ward Liyingston. 

Jfissisaippi.— Christopher  Bankin. 

ifuMono.— Jacob  Call,  Jonathan  Jennings,  John  Test 

iZUn^ia,— Daniel  P.  Cook, 

Alabama.'-John  McKee,  Gabriel  Moore,  Geo.  W.  Owen. 

Jftoscmri— John  Scott 

iaeMg€M  7*«rrt/ory.— Gabriel  Bichard,  DeUgate, 

Arkantaa  T&rrUory.-'ILwTj  W.  Conway,  DeitgaU, 

Florida  T^wrOory.— Bichard  K.  Call,  JkUgaU, 
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From  MaseachweUi — Samuel  C.  AJlso,  J<^  Bai- 
lej,  Francis  Baylies,  Beigamin  W.  Crowninshield, 
Heniy  W.  Dwight,  Timothy  Fuller,  Aaroa  Hobart, 
Samuel  Laihrop,  John  Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Reed,  Jonas  Sibley,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

From  Rhode  Lland— Job  Purfee,  and  Samnel 
Eddy. 

From  ConnectictU — Noyes  Barber,  Samnel  A. 
Foot,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  Gideon 
Tomlinson,  and  Lemuel  Whitman. 

From  Fcrmon*— William  C.  Bradley,  Daniel  A. 
A.  Buck,  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Rollin  0.  Mallaiy,  and 
Charles  Rich. 

From  New  For*— John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  C. 
Cambreleng,  Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Hector  Craig, 
Rowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  Lewis  Eaton,  Charles 
A.  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  Moses  Hayden,  James  L.  Hoge- 
boom,  Lemuel  Jenkins,  Elisha  Litchfield,  Dudley 
Marvin,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  Richards,  Robert 
R.  Rose,  Peter  Sharpe,  Heniy  R.  Storrs,  James 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Jacob 
Tyson,  William  Van  Wyck,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Isaac  Williams,  Isaac  Wilson,  Silas  Wood,  and  Wil- 
liam Woods. 

From  New  Jereejf — George  Cassedy,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  Daniel  Ganison,  George  Holoombe,  James  Mat- 
lack,  and  Samuel  Swan. 

/VtMnPewuy/fNima—- James  Allison,  Samuel  Brack, 
John  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  Samuel  Edwards, 
William  Cox  Ellis,  Patrick  Farrelly,  John  Findlav, 
Walter  Forward,  Robert  Harris,  Joseph  Hemphill, 
Samuel  D.  Tngbam,  George  Kremer,  Samuel  McKean, 
James  S.  MitdieU,  Thomas  Patterson,  George  Plumer, 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Tod,  Daniel  Uoree,  Isaac 
Wayne,  and  James  Wilson. 

From  Delawa-e-^LomB  McLane. 

From  Maryland— YfiOiHxn  Haywaid,  hr.,  Joaepft 
Kent,  John  Lee,  Peter  Little,  Isaac  McEim,  and 
Geoige  E.  Mitchell. 

From  Viiyima — ^Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
dher,  WOliam  Lee  Ball,  PhiHp  P.  Barbour,  John  S. 
Barbour,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabez 
Leftwich,  William  McCoy,  Chailes  F.  Mercer,  Tho. 
mas  Newton,  Arthur  Smitib,  William  Smith,  Alexan- 
der Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson, 
George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

Fhm  North  CaroUna—Uenry  Conner,  John  Cul- 
peper,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  ^red  M.  Catlin, 
Charles  Hooks,  John  Long,  Willie  P.  Man^nm,  Rom- 
ulus M.  Saunders,  Richiml  D.  Spaight,  Robert  B. 
Vance,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  SotOh  CaroUna — ^Robert  Campbell,  Joseph 
Gist,  James  Hamilton,  jr.,  Geo.  McDuffie  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  Geoige  Cary,  Thomas 
W.  Cobb,  Al&ed  Cuthbert,  John  Fonyth,  and  Wiley 
Thompson. 

Phm  Keiauckjf — Richard  A.  Buckner,  Henry  Clay, 
Robert  P.  Henry,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson, 
Robert  P.  Letcher,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Philip  Thomp- 
son, David  Trimble,  David  White,  and  Charles  A. 
Wickliflfe. 

Fr<m  TVnnenee— Adam  R.  Alexander,  Robert  AUen, 
John  Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston,  Jacob  C. 
Isacks,  James  B.  Reynolds,  James  T.  Sandford,  and 
James  Standefer. 

From  (>Atb— Mordecai  Bartley,  Philemon  Beech- 
er,  John  W.  Campbell,  James  W.  Guday,  Dun- 
can McArthur,  William  McLean,  John  Patterson, 
John    Sloane,   Joseph  Vance^   Samuel  F.  Vinton, 


Elisha   Whittlesey,  WiUiim  WHsoii,  and  John  C 
Wright 

From  ZottttioNO— WUliam  L.  Brent 

From  IndittMa — John  Test 

From  J/ttaou— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — J6tm  McKee,  and  Gabriel  Moorei 

From  iftMOiir»--John  Soott 

From  Arhanaae  rerrnCory— Henry  W.  Cosivmy. 

After  the  Olerk  had  finished  calling  the  m^n- 
bers  of  States,  and  a  quonun  was  aaoertained 
to  be  present, 

Mr.  Tatix)b,  of  Kew  York,  rose  and  remark- 
ed, that,  it  havinff  been  pablidy  annooiioed 
that  he  was  considered  a  candidate  for  the 
Speaker^s  Ohair,  and  several  BepresentatiTes 
having  avowed  their  intention  to  vote  in  hk 
£Gkvor ;  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  any  mis- 
take npon  this  snhject  which  might  exist  ather 
here  or  elsewhere,  he  thought  proper  to  state 
that  he  was  not  a  candidate,  and  thalL  if  his 
friends  consulted  his  wishes,  they  would  no^ 
on  this  occasion,  support  hun  for  the  office. 
This  frank  declaration,  he  said,  appeared  to  he 
doe  to  the  House  and  to  those  gentlemen  who 
were  understood  to  he  candidates,  as  well  as 
himsell 

Mectwnqf  Speaker. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  hj  baDot,  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  and,  upon  an  examina- 
tion of  the  hallots,  it  appeared  that  Hbsst 
OLA.T,  one  of  the  Bepresentativea  from  ti» 
State  of  Kentucky,  had  139  votes,  and  that 
Philip  P.  Babbottb,  one  of  the  Bepreseotatms 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  had  reoeived  4S 
votes. 

Mr.  OLA.T  was,  th^^fore,  dedared  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  Chair, 
from  whence  he  made  aeknowledgments  to  the 
House  in  the  following  terms : 

Gehtlemier  :  I  pray  yon  to  aooept  my  most  i»- 
spectfhl  thanks  for  the  honor  von  have  jnsfe  conlerTeJ 
on  me.  The  station  of  Speaker  of  tlus  Honse  has 
heen  always  jnstly  oonsideied  as  one  uf  gtemt  respect- 
ability, as  well  as  of  high  responaibuity.  Bat,  at 
Uie  present  period,  when  we  are  aaapmbled  nnda-  a 
new  census,  with  our  number  oonaderably  oalaiged, 
and  the  highest  intereatajof  a  gready  angnifBited  popu- 
lation committed  to  onr  dhaige,  it  has  seqnM 
much  additional  importance,  which  reqoizes  ikoa 
the  favored  object  of  your  selection,  hia  moat  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  and  the  expression  of  tiie  pro- 
fonndest  sensibility.  The  princi|>le8  which  dmU 
regulate  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  tihe  ineniB- 
bent  of  the  Ohair  are  not  difficult  to  oom^rehend,  al- 
though their  application  to  particular  mataaeea  is 
often  extremely  delicate  and  perplexing.  Tlwy  en- 
join promptitude  and  impartiBlity  in  deciding  the 
various  questions  of  order  as  they  arise ;  finxmeas 
and  digmty  in  his  deportment  towards  Hie  Hooae; 
patience,  good  temper,  and  conrtaay,  towuds  the  m- 
dividual  members ;  and  tiie  best  anraagemenfc  and 
distribution  of  the  talent  of  tiie  Hooae,  in  ita  munar- 
ous  subdivisions,  for  the  despatch  of  tiia  public  bitsi> 
ness,  and  the  fair  exhibition  of  evay  snijeet  pre- 
sented for  consideration.  They  eq>ecially  require  of 
him,  in  those  moments  of  agitation  from  whicb  bo 
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delibenktiye  assembly  is  always  entirely  exempt,  to 
remain  cool  and  nnshaken  amidst  all  the  storms  of 
debate,  carefoUy  guarding  the  preservation  of  the 
permanent  laws  and  rules  of  the  House  from  being 
sacrificed  to  temporary  passions,  prqjudices,  or  in- 
terests. It  is  on  such  occasions  as  these,  too,  that  the 
Chair  stands  most  in  need  of  your  support,  of  your 
candor,  of  your  liberality,  of  your  unbiased  judgment. 
I  am  not  so  presumptuous,  gentlemen,  as  to  promise 
you  that  I  shall  perform  the  arduous  duties  of  which 
I  have  presented  an  imperfect  sketch.  All  I  dare 
say  is,  that  I  will  exert  an  anxious,  faithful,  and  unre- 
mitting endeavor  to  fulfil  the  expectations  by  which 
I  have  been  so  much  honored.  And  may  we  not  in- 
dulge the  hope,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  all  our  deliberations  and  all  our  proceed- 
ings may  tend  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  House,  to 
maintain  the  honor  and  character  dT  the  conntiy,  and 
to  advance  the  public  welfare  and  happiness. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  as  presoribed  by  law,  was  then 
administered  to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Newton, 
one  of  the  Representatives  from  Yirginia,  and 
the  same  oath  (or  affirmation)  was  then  admin- 
istered by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  other  mem- 
bers present. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Oampbell, 
of  Ohio,  that  Matthxw  St.  Olaib  'Olabkr, 
Clerk  to  the  late  Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  be 
appointed  Olerk  to  this  Honse ;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  nnanimonsly. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  oath  of  office, 
as  prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  were  then 
administered  to  the  Olerk  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  it  was 

Besoh^df  uwmimowlyj  That  Thosias  Dunn  be 
appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Benjamin  Buboh 
Doorkeeper,  and  John  Oswald  Dunn  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  to  this  Honse ;  and  that  they  seyer- 
ally  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  a  quomm  of  this  Honse 
have  assembled,  and  have  elected  Henbt  Olat 
their  Speaker,  and  that  this  Honse  is  now 
ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and  that  the 
Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  Honse,  to  join  snoh  committee 
as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  tiiataqnomm 
of  the  two  Houses  have  assembled,  and  are 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Van 
KsNBSBLASB,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  Olerk  do  acquaint  the 
Senate  therewith. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  3. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Peon- 
aylvania,  Philip  S.   Mabxlbt  and  Andbew 
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Stewast;  from  Maryland,  Raphael  Nealb, 
John  S.  Spenoe,  and  Henbt  R.  Waefield; 
from  Virginia,  John  Randolph  ;  jfrom  North 
Oarolina,  Hutohins  G.  Buston  and  Thomas  EL 
Hall  ;  ftom  South  Carolina,  John  Oabtek  and, 
Andbew  R.  Gov  an;  from  Ohio,  Thomas  R.' 
Rose;  and  from  Indiana,  Jonathan  Jennings 
and  WmiAN  Pbince,  appeared,  produced  theur 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  performed  the  duties  of  their  appointment, 
and  that  the  President  answered  that  he  would 
make  a  communication,  in  writing,  to  the  two 
Houses  this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  two  Ohaplsdns,  of 
diflferent  denominations,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly;  in  which  resolution  the  Senate  aak 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathbop,  it  was  ordered 
that  this  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  the  8th 
instant,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Ohap- 
lain  to  Congress  on  their  part. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Pbbsi- 
DENT  or  THE  TJnited  States,  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  six  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  tiie  members  of  this  House.  [For  this 
Message  see  Senate  proceedings,  ante  p.  466.] 

The  House  then  acyoumed. 


Wednesday,  December  8. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Samuel  Lawbenoe  ;  and  from  Alabama,  Geobob 
W.  Owen,  appeared,  and  produced  their  cre- 
dentials. 

Riohabd  E.  Oall  also  appeared,  and  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 


Fbidat,  December  6. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Owen,  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Oall,  delegate  from  Florida, 
were  severally  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Amendment  of  the  Conetitutionr^Eleetien  of 
Preeidentand  VieePreeident 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDupfie,  of  South  Oaro- 
lina, it  was  resolved  that  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rec- 
ommending to  the  several  States  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States 
in  such  manner,  that  the  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Oongress 
may  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ; 
also,  that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for 
Plresident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
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States  may  be,  in  like  maDner,  aniform ;  and, 
also,  that  tiie  election  of  the  said  officers  may, 
in  no  event,  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Messrs.  MoDufpie,  Alexandee  SirrrH,  Rbbd, 
Stobbb,  Buohanan,  Wioelifse,  and  Oabt,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  above 
resolution. 

Mother  of  Commodore  Ferry, 
The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina : 

Resolved^  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  allowing 
Mrs.  Sarah  Perry,  the  mother  of  the  late  Captain 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  a  pension  during  her  natoral 
life. 

Mr.  Hamilton  mentioned,  in  offering  this 
resolution,  that  a  bill  embracing  this  object  had 
been  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but 
not  acted  on  from  the  want  of  time.  His  pres- 
ent object  was  to  revive  that  bill. 

Mr.  Tbimble,  of  Kentucky,  not  meaning  to 
object  to  this  resolution,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  including  in  it  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lawrence, 
the  widow  of  the  gallant  captain  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  thought  that  though 
the  cases  of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Perry  and  the 
widow  of  the  lamented  -Lawrence,  were  in 
many  respects  similar,  yet  there  were  some 
points  of  difference  in  them  which  rendered  it 
inexpedient  to  blend  them  together. 

Mr.  Cambbsleno,  of  Kew  York,  disclaiming 
all  opposition  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  an 
object  in  which  he  feelingly  and  fuUy  concurred, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  cases  of  Mrs.  Lawrence 
and  Mrs.  Perry  might  better  have  a  separate 
consideration.  The  case  of  Mrs.  Perry  required 
a  distinct  act  of  legislation — that  of  Mrs.  Law- 
ronce  did  not,  being  one  of  a  class  of  cases  here- 
tofore regularly  provided  for  by  law,  her  hus- 
band havinff  fallen  in  battle.  But  it  should  be 
remembered  that,  through  some  inadvertence, 
the  act,  providing  pensions  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  naval  officers  killed  in  battle,  was 
omitted  to  be  revived  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  previous  to  which  it  had  expired. 
The  fund  from  which  that  relief  was  dispensed 
was  a  sacred  one ;  it  had  been  raised  out  of  the 
Kavy  itself  and  it  should  ever  be  held  sacred 
to  the  object  for  which  it  was  raised.  He  in- 
tended, on  Monday,  to  move  for  a  revival  of  the 
act,  and  ii^  as  he  trusted,  it  should  be  revived, 
he  cherished  a  strong  hope  that  the  Committee 
of  Claims  would  put  the  venerable  lady  who 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  resolution,  also, 
on  the  pension  list.  The  fund  was  ample  to 
embrace  both  classes  of  cases. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;  and  the  House 
ii^ourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  8. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Hebkimeb, 
i&rom  the  State  of  New  York,  appeared,  pro- 


duced his  credential^  was  qualified,  and  Uxi 
his  seat. 

Gabbisl  Riohabd  also  appeared,  prodooed 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  hb  ha 
as  the  delegate  from  the  Territoiy  of  Midiigsn. 

Quapau  Indians, 
Mr.  Conway  presented  a  meTnorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  AAansa, 
k  praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  title  of  the 
Quapau  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain  lands  id  M 
Territory.— Keferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Belief  of  Vice  President  Tom^lm. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pmbhdbt 
07  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  aod  is 
aa  follows : 
To  the  ffoute  of  Mepreseniativei  of  Ihe  UvUdSUkti 

By  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congrefl,itw 
made  the  duty  of  the  accounting  oflSoeis  <^  the  Ti«» 
my  to  adjust  and  settle  the  acooonts  of  Dtniel  ^ 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ker  Yoi 
on  principles  of  equity  and  jnstioe,  subject  to  then- 
vision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  tb  Uiiii- 
ed  States.  The  acoonnting  officers  have,  in  cnapi- 
ance  with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of  tiurtf- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollsrs,  in  f>^ 
of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  report  I  haTeb*iT>a^ 
consideration,  together  with  his  claim  to  anaddiiksi 
allowance,  and  £ould  have  decided  on  the  saiwl*- 
fore  the  present  time,  bad  I  not  delayed  my  deca* 
at  his  request  From  the  view  which  I  have  takeaa 
the  sulgect,  I  am  satisfied,  considering  all  the  dree- 
stances  of  the  case,  that  a  laiger  sam  ought  to  Ik 
allowed  him  than  that  reported  by  the  aoooaataf 
ofiicers  of  the  Treasury.  No  appropriation,  how«- 
having  been  made  by  the  act,  and  it  appearing,  bJ!^ 
cent  mfonnation  from  him,  that  the  snm  lepQt?^ 
would  afford  him  an  essential  accominodatioD>tti:£ 
time,  the  subject  is  submitted  to  the  considezatita^ 
Congress,  wi&  a  view  to  that  object. 

JAMES  MOMWt 

Washinoton  Citt,  Dee,  7,  1823. 

Commimoner  to  Greece, 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  sabmittei 
for  consideration,  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,hjbv 
for  defiraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  appoiiito^ 
of  an  agent,  or  commissioner,  to  Greece,  wheneTzrw 
President  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  make  axh^ 
pointment. 

In  offering  the  resolution,  Mr.  Vpsm 
stated,  it  was  far  from  being  his  wish,  in  ^l 
manner,  to  commit  the  Honse  in  this  or  anyc: 
the  political  contests  of  Europe ;  bnt  the  In- 
dent of  the  United  States  having,  in  his  Me^ 
sage  to  Congress,  not  only  expressed  a  bel^ 
that  the  Greek  nation,  in  its  present  etruf?* 
with  its  oppressors,  had  the  good  wishes  of  iw 
whole  civilized  world,  bnt  also  advanced  the 
opinion  that  the  Turkish  dominion  over  tW; 
country  was  lost  forever ;  he  thought  that,  ii 
such  were  the  fact,  it  was  important  that  Co3- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


595 


Dbckmbsb,  1828.] 


DdegaU  from  Michigan, 


[H.  OF  R, 


gress  should  act  upon  the  subject.  The  United 
States,  he  said,  had  diverse  interests  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  might  be  seriously  affected, 
more  or  less,  by  the  course  of  events  in  that 
quarter.  The  main  object  he  had  in  Tiew,  he 
confessed,  was  to  obtain  from  this  House  an  ex- 
pression, responsive  to  the  sentiment  of  the 
Message,  in  reference  to  the  sacrifices  and  suf- 
ferings of  that  heroic  people — sacrifices  and 
sufferings  which  ought  to  excite  the  sympathy 
of  every  liberal-minded  man  in  Europe  as  well 
as  in  this  country.  But,  whatever  might  be 
the  case  with  other  nations,  we  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  restrained  from  expressing,  with  free- 
dom, what  are  our  views  in  relation  to  the 
Greek  cause,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  without 
committing  ourselves  in  the  contest.  And  he 
really  did  hope  that  we  should  show  to  the 
world,  that  there  is,  at  least,  one  Government 
which  does  entertain  a  proper  view  of  that 
barbarous  despotism  which,  under  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  has  been  permitted,  by  a  system  of  the 
foulest  atrocity,  to  attempt  to  crush  an  interest- 
ing Christian  nation.  He  did  not  desire  that  the 
resolution  should  be  at  present  acted  upon,  but 
simply  that  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  considera- 
tion and  deliberate  reflection  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Webster^b  motion,  in  preference  to 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Foots,  to  refer  it  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  of  Mr.  Fabrellt,  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 


Tuesday,  December  9. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  the  State 
of  Maine,  Stephen  Longfellow  ;  and  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  Wiluam  C.  Rives,  appeared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Petitim  of  the  Daughter  of  Chneral  St  Glair. 
Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  Eliza 
Bill,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Mfgor  Gen- 
eral Arthur  St.  Clair,  of  the  Revolutionary 
army,  on  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters,  praying 
to  be  aUowed  and  paid  the  amount  which  she 
conceives  to  be  equitably  and  justly  due  to  the 
estate  of  her  deceased  father,  on  account  of 
personal  services  rendered,  and  advances  made 
for  the  public  account,  in  the  war  of  Uie  Revo- 
lution. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 
Petition  of  the  Society  of  Friends  infator  of 
Slave  Marriages, 
Mr.  Long  presented  a  memorial  adopted  at  a 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held 
at  New  Garden,  in  Guilford  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, on  the  6th  of  November,  1823,  representing 
that   they  hold  the  marriage    covenant   the 
Iiighest  civil  engagement  amongst  men ;  that  it 
ought  to  be  held  sacred  aod  inviolable;  not- 
-w^ithstanding  which,  the  masters  of  slaves  are 
tolerated,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  in  breaking  I 


this  most  solemn  contract,  by  separating  hus- 
bands and  wives ;  and  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  be  best  calculated  to 
meliorate  the  cc>ndition  of  slaves  within  its 
jurisdiction,  at  least  within  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  petition  of  the 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  cfohn  H.  Piatt, 
late  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  presented 
on  the  81st  December,  1822,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  made  thereon, 
on  the  8d  of  March  last,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee ;  and  Messrs.  tloss,  Mallabt,  Jen- 
bins,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Vinton,  and  Foote, 
of  New  York,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Boad  in  the  Territory  qfArhmeas. 
Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  open- 
mg  a  public  road  from  the  town  of  Memphis,  or 
Lower  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  on  the  Ifississippi,  to 
Little  Rock,  the  seat  of  ^vemmentin  said  Tei^ 
ritory;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

TSm  Beads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McCall,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  in  the 
most  direct  and  practicable  route  from  Pensa- 
oola  to  St.  Augustine ;  and  further,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  from  St. 
Mark^s  to  Cape  Sable,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 


Thubsday,  December  11. 
The  Cameras  Grant, 
Mr.  Tyson  presented  a  memorial  of  James  L. 
Bell,  and  others,  composing  the  Misassippi 
Land  Company  of  New  York,  setting  forth,  that^ 
at  very  great  expense,  they  have  acquired  the 
title  to  all  that  tract  of  mid  situated  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  commonly  called  "  Car- 
ver^s  Grant;  '*  lying  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  at  the  Fails  of  Sai^t  Anthony, 
and  praying  that  their  title  to  said  land  may  be 
confirmed ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Delegate  from  Michigan — Election  Contested  on 
the  Ground  of  Want  of  Citieenship  of  the 
United  States  and  a  Yearns  Eesidenee  in  the 
Territory, 

Mr.  SooTT  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bid- 
die,  praying  that  the  election  and  return  of 
Gabriel  Richi^d,  as  the  delegate,  in  this  House, 
for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  may  be  set  aside 
and  his  seat  vacated,  on  the  ground  that  said 
Richard  was  not,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  nor 
is  he  yet,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  had  not  resided  one  year  in  said  Terri- 
tory, in  the  character  of  a  citizen,  previous  to 
the  election ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  lUectionB. 
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Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Mr.  Tbihblb,  in  offering  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution,  said  it  was  well  known 
that  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Ck>nrt  of  the 
United  States  sometimes  are  not  published  until 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  after  tneir  rendition. 
He  did  not  oomplain  of  this  under  the  present 
system ;  but  his  object  was  to  insure  an  earlier 
publication  of  the  reports.  He  thought  that 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  principles  decid- 
ed, should  not  be  left  so  long  ignorant  of  what 
those  decisions  were.  To  remedy  this  defect, 
he  proposed  the  following : 

Reaolvedj  That  the  Cominittee  on  the  Jndiciaiy  be 
inBtmcted  to  inqnire  whether  any,  and  what,  pioviaion 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  to  inoire  a  more  speedy 
pablicatdon  of  the  deciaons  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States. 

Hr.  Plumxb,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he 
could  have  no  possible  objection  to  the  inquiry, 
but  the  fact  is,  that  the  existing  law  ^ows  nine 
months  for  the  completion  of  the  publication, 
and  that  the  time  taken  for  that  work  had  nev- 
er, he  believed,  exceeded  six  months. 

Mr.  TjBnfBLB  said  he  was  sure  that  the  gen- 
tleman could  have  no  objection  to  the  inquiry. 
He  thought  it  pretty  obvious  that  those  decisions 
might  be  published  in  two  weeks,  or,  at  all 
events,  in  tiiree  weeks.  Now,  I  think,  said  Mr. 
T.,  that  the  people  are  entitied  to  know  what 
the  constitution  is  when  a  construction  is  given 
to  it.  At  all  events,  the  subject  was  wortii  in- 
quiring into.  He  was  snre  that  the  inquiry 
could  do  no  harm.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
necessary  to  wait  nine  months  for  the  reports, 
with  no  other  view  but  to  make  it  a  prontable 
business  to  the  reporter. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without 
opposition. 

Accounts  qf  Daniel  D,  Tompkins. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  appropriating  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  OooKs  rose  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  biU.  He  made  this  mo- 
tion bemuse  the  House  were  told,  as  the  ground 
on  which  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  passed, 
that  there  was  a  balance  reported  against  tJie 
Vice  President;  that  his  services  had  been 
great ;  and  that  his  situation  was  then  such  that 
it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  pay  the  amount 
claimed  o£  him.  I  was  astonished  (said  Mr. 
0.)  when  I  saw  the  report  published,  that  a 
large  balance  was  due  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment, knowing  it  to  have  been  admitted  at  the 
last  session  that  there  was  no  balance  due  to 
him.  A  similar  case  was  brought  beforo  this 
House  some  years  ago  in  the  case  of  John  H. 
Piatt  We  were  told  that  he  had  rendered 
essential  services  to  the  €k)vemment ;  that  he 
was  insolvent,  and  that  nothing  could  be  got 
from  him.    In  the  same  manner,  after  a  law 


had  passed  in  his  favor,  there  was  a  report  thit 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  money  doe  to  tbig  b- 
dividual ;  but  the  House  refused  to  i^propriau 
it.  And,  Mr.  0.  said,  before  he  could  vote  for 
this  bill,  he  must  be  convinced  that  the  mooej 
was  really  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins.  He  should 
like  to  know,  he  said,  upon  what  vouchers  a  re- 
port of  this  sort  had  been  made.  We  are  told 
by  the  President's  Message,  moreover,  that  tbi$ 
is  not  all  the  money  that  will  be  claimed  in  this 
case ;  and  pass  this  bill,  sud  Mr.  C,  and  prob- 
ably, before  the  Ohristmas  holidays,  we  tM 
have  another  call  upon  us  to  appropriate,  I  m 
told,  upwards  of  a  hundred  thousand  ddks 
for  the  same  purpose.  It  does  seem  strBO|;e  to 
me.  that  those  who  are  intrusted  only  with  the 
disbursement  of  public  money,  shoold  expend 
their  own  ftmds  to  the  large  amount  of  a  hcn- 
dred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doQan 
It  is  not  usual  for  them  to  do  so.  And  wbec 
we  see  a  claim  of  this  sort,  which  has  lain  dor- 
mant for  a  number  of  years,  brought  forward 
after  all  the  circumstances  of  it  are  forgom 
we  should  have  som^  proof  exhibited  to  tfas 
House  in  support  of  it,  before  we  pnt  oar 
hand  into  the  public  purse  and  take  oot  tbe 
money  of  the  people  to  pay  it.  I  make  th« 
objections  to  ascertain  whether  the  House  vil 
without  ftirther  information,  vote  awaj  H^ 
sum  of  money,  especially  when  they  know  tb 
a  much  larger  sum  of  money  will  be  hereafter 
demanded  of  them  on  the  same  plea  as  this. 

Mr.  Oambbblbno  said  lie  bad  not  anticipated 
afber  the  documentary  evidence  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  that  any  gentienum,  wbo 
had  been  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  coi: 
have  raised  an  objection  to  this  bill.  He,  hov- 
ever,  attributed  the  oppoation  of  the  geotli- 
man  from  Tennessee  to  one  of  the  best  modTS 
which  could  find  a  place  in  the  bosom  of  c.^ 
legislator— to  a  sense  of  the  duty  of  examisipr 
with  vigilance  the  merits  of  every  appropr> 
tion  which  comes  before  him.  At  the  Usi » 
sion,  said  Mr.  0.,  we  passed  a  law  directing  tlie 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  ib* 
accounts  of  the  Vice  President,  upon  the  pri^ 
ciples  of  iustice  and  eouity.  They  have  &- 
charged  this  duty ;  and  1  will  advert  to  the  tf 
cumstance,  that  the  accounts  have  passed  ooitf 
the  scrutiny  of  the  best  accounting  offic«r  c 
the  Government— I  mean  Mr.  Hagner,  vjiw? 
assiduity  and  severo  justice  the  sentleinan  &<^ 
Tennessee  understands  as  well  as  I  do.  t 
reference  to  the  case  oi  Mr.  Piatt,  to  which  ^ 
gentieman  from  Tennessee  had  adverted,^' 
0.  said  he  had  supposed  that  with  his  va 
known  sagacity,  the  gentieman  from  Tenneaser 
would  have  beian  able  to  discern  the  distiocfr^ 
between  the  prosent  case  and  that  of  Kr.  ^j^ 
and  explain  to  him  the  ground  of  the  ohjectKC 
to  makmg  an  appropriation  in  the  latter  t» 
In  that  case,  Mr.  Outts,  the  Comptroller,  awanl 
ed  a  balance  of  $60,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  ff" 
and  Mr.  Hagner  a  balance  of  $40,000  s^ 
him.  Thus,  when  the  House  was  caDed  apj« 
to  appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  t» 
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olaim,  it  declined  doinff  it  beoaixfle  of  the  want 
of  harmony  between  the  decisions  of  the  two 
accounting  officers.  But,  in  the  present  case, 
there  is  no  want  of  harmony ;  the  amount  in 
this  case  is  clearly  due  from  the  United  States, 
by  the  decision  of  all  branches  of  the  Gorern- 
ment.  We  have  knowledge  that  the  jnry, 
which  attentively  examined  this  case,  awarded 
to  Mr.  Tompkins  a  much  larger  sum.  The 
award  of  the  Third  Auditor  has  fallen  far  short 
of  the  amount  claimed,  and  the  President,  ap- 
proving the  award  as  fSar  as  it  goes,  reserved 
bis  decision  as  to  the  remainder.  When  that 
decision,  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
looked  forward  to  with  so  much  alarm,  should 
be  made,  Mr.  0.  said  he  should  be  ready  to 
meet  the  gentleman  on  any  ground.  I  might, 
said  he,  attempt  to  attract  liie  sympathy  of  this 
House  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  wiU  not  do  it 
It  will  be  time  enough  to  speak  of  the  distin- 
guished services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  when  the  oc- 
casion comeA,  as  I  presume  it  will,  for  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  of  allowing  a  further  amount. 
We  are  now,  however,  called  upon  to  act  clearly 
within  the  principle  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  amount  asked  being  a  balance  actu- 
ally reported  by  the  accounting  officers,  to  be 
due  to  the  Vice  President. 

Mr.  MoLans,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  few  of  the  facts  of 
this  case.  The  opposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  not  a  matter  of  surprise, 
when  the  House  considered  the  ground  of  it. 
But  how  was  the  fact  ?  This  was  not  the  case 
of  an  individual^  asking  of  the  House  a  gratu- 
ity or  unauthorized  allowance,  but  asking  of 
them  to  do  what  the  Congress  was  already 
pledged  to  do.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  at  least  to  be  expected  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  should  not  be  met  by  general  surmises 
as  to  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the-person  in 
question.  The  services  of  the  individual,  whose 
claim  was  now  under  consideration,  could  not 
be  unknown  to  any  gentleman  here.  We  .all 
know  his  services,  said  Mr.  McL.,  which,  at  a 
very  dark  and  gloomy  period,  were  exceedingly 
patriotic,  important  to  his  country,  and  disin- 
terested. We  all  know  that,  at  a  moment  when 
others  were  husbanding  their  funds,  or  dealing 
them  out  with  a  very  scanty  hand,  this  man 
risked  every  thing  for  the  public  cause,  and 
staked  his  private  fortune  in  its  support  It  is 
to  services  thus  rendered,  that  his  present  em- 
barrassments may  be  traced.  In  consequence  of 
them,  he  now  calls  on  his  country,  not  for 
charity,  but  for  justice.  It  is  known  to  every- 
body that  these  accounts  of  his  have  remained 
suspended  for  a  number  of  years;  that  the 
amount  of  his  claim  was  much  lai^r  than  in 
these  years  the  Government  was  at  any  time 
willing  to  allow.  The  Gk>vemment  assumed 
one  principle  as  the  basis  of  settlement — ^he  an- 
other. According  to  his  statement  of  his  case, 
a  much  larger  credit  was  due  than  the  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  give  him.  On  suit  being 
commenced  by  the  JJnilSbd  Stated  for  the  bal- 


ance alleged  to  be  due  by  him,  a  jury  of  his 
country  awarded  a  balance  of  account  in  his 
favor  to  the  amount  of  $189,000.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  comes  to  Congress.  They 
take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  what  do 
they  do?  They  provided  for  his  relief,  by  the 
act  of  the  last  session,' in  the  following  words : 

^^RetoHved  hy  the  Senate  and  ffcuee  of  ^epretente^ 
thes  of  iks  United  Statee  qf  Amaioa,  in  Congrest 
aeaembled,  That  the  proper  aoconntiiig  officerB  of  the 
Txeamuy  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  ad- 
just and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the 
revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 

Congress  then  referred  the  adjustment  of  his 
accounts  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and 
imposed  a  further  check  on  them  by  calling  in 
the  ultimate  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  They  authorized  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts,  upon  the  principles  of  equity 
and  justice.  We  are  not  here  to  examine  what 
were  the  motives  of  every  individual  who 
voted  in  &vor  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but 
we  are  to  take  the  law  as  it  is.  But,  for  one, 
said  Mr.  MoLanb,  I  am  free  to  say  that,  if  the 
gentleman  limited  his  views  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice to  the  affair  of  profit  and  loss — ^to  the  mat- 
ter of  balancing  the  account^  his  views  were 
not  the  same  as  mine.  Would  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  whUst,  on  the  one  hand,  he 
would  allow  the  account  to  be  balanced,  he 
would  not,  on  the  other,  pay  any  balance  wnich 
might  appear  to  be  justly  due  to  this  individ- 
ual ?  That,  if  he  should  appear  to  be  indebted 
to  the  United  States,  we  should  pursue  him. 
made  poor  in  public  service,  wiui  the  hard 
hand  of  strict  justice ;  but  that,  if  the  tJnited 
States  were  found  indebted  to  him,  they  should, 
with  their  abundant  Treasury,  not  pay  to  him 
what  is  justly  due  ?  Congress  could  have  had 
no  other  intention  in  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, Mr.  McL.  said,  than  that  if  a  balance 
should  be  found  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins,  it 
should  be  paid  to  him.  Under  the  authority  of 
our  law,  these  accounts  have  been  settled :  the 
President  has  revised  the  settlement,  and,  in 
his  opinion,,  a  larger  balance  is  due  than  has 
been  allowed  by  the  accounting  officers.  This 
bill  goes  no  further  than  to  give  the  sum  which 
is  certainly  due,  reserving  the  balance  of  the 
accounts  for  further  investigation.  No  weight, 
Mr.  McL.  hoped,  would  be  given  to  the  consid- 
eration that,  hereafter,  more  might  be  found  to 
be  due  to  the  individual  concerned  than  was 
now  proposed  to  be  granted  to  hiuL  For  my- 
self, said  he,  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  if  the  ac- 
counting officer  under  the  direction  of  the  Pres« 
ident,  should  find  an  amount  due  to  him  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  verdict  of  the  New  York 
jury,  I,  for  one,  would  freely  vote  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  tlien  rose  and  said, 
that,  to  him,  it  iq>peared  tiiat  the  considerations 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
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hftve  been  in  their  proper  place,  if  urged  at  the 
last  session,  but  were  certainly  out  of  place 
at  this  time,  when  we  are  called  npon,  not 
to  investigate  a  new  claim,  but  to  redeem 
the  pledg^  faith  of  the  public.  On  such 
a  question,  it  was  entirelj  unnecessary  for 
the  friends  of  the  Vice  President  to  refer  to 
the  public  senrices,  eminent  as  thej  had  been, 
of  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  question. 
This  was  not  a  fit  occasion  to  introduce  thera. 
If  the  claimant  were  the  meanest  and  the 
most  obscure  individual  in  society,  the  House 
were  equally  bound  to  pass  that  bill.  For, 
what  was  it?  The  accounts  to  which  it 
refers  had  long  been  pressing  on  the  public 
for  liquidation;  they  had  at  length  been 
brought  before  this  House;  and,  after  delib- 
erate consideration,  an  act  is  paf«ed  for  their 
final  settlement  The  accounts  were  quietly 
examined  and  liquidated  by  the  accounting 
officer.  But,  mark  the  precaution  by  whicli 
that  act  is  characterized!  Not  only  were 
those  accounts  to  be  submitted  to  the  severe 
scrutiny  of  the  most  rigid  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment— an  officer  whose  scrupulous  accuracy 
in  the  adnussion  of  accounts  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  as  deservedly  approved  as  it  is  uni- 
versally known ;  but,  i^r  they  had  gone 
through  the  crucible,  after  they  had  been 
subjected  to  all  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  this 
vigilant  officer,  they  are  to  br  submitted  to 
the  President  for  revisaL  The  President  re- 
vises them,  and  then  he  sends  to  this  House 
a  Message,  in  which  he  declares,  cot  only 
that  he  is  satisfied  that  this  balance  is  justly 
due,  but  that  much  more  is  due  to  him. 
Under  such  circumstances,  all  that  is  now 
asked  is,  that  we  shall  pay  so  much  as  has 
been  thus  ascertained  to  bo  due.  It  is,  in 
fact,  to  do  nothing  more  than  supply  the  defect 
of  the  act  of  the  last  Congress,  in  which,  by 
some  omission,  no  appropriation  had  been 
made  to  meet  tne  balance,  if,  according  to  the 

C visions  of  that  act,  a  balance  should  have 
n  ascertamed  to  be  dne  to  Mr.  Tompkins. 
Now,  what  does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
tell  us?  He  wishes  to  know  the  ground  of 
the  settlement.  He  wants,  in  short,  to  settle 
this  account  himself— to  see  the  basis  on  which 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  in 
coming  to  the  decision  which  they  have 
laid  before  the  President.  This,  Mr.  0.  said, 
miffht  have  been  proper  when  the  sul>ject  was 
under  consideration  at  the  last  session;  but 
CoDgress  had  committed  the  liquidation  of 
these  accounts  to  another  tribunal.  It  had 
committed  it  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Government,  gentlemen  whose  characters  were 
unimpeached,  and  on  whose  accuracy,  in  this 
settlement,  no  reflections  had  been  cast.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose  vigilance  over 
the  Treasury  was  the  admiration  of  the  country 
and  of  the  House,  should  have  reserved  the 
remarks  with  which  he  had  favored  the  House, 
until  the  time  when  a  final  settlement  of  the 
demands  of  the  Yioe  President  on  this  Govern- 


ment is  called  up  in  this  House;  but  now, 
when  the  sum  reported  is  incontestable,  when 
all  the  guards  of  the  Treasury  unite  in  de- 
claring it  justly  due,  when  all  that  is  asked 
is  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  law  of  ^e  last 
session,  those  remarks,  however  eloquent, 
would,  he  trusted,  have  no  weight. 

Mr.  LivssMOBB  said  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  appropriation,  and  of  course  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  proposed.  He  had  great 
respect  for  the  inaividual  concerned — no  man 
cherished  a  higher  opinion  of  his  services; 
but  the  House  was  now  called  upon  to  decide 
a  great  question.  The  act  oi  the  last  session 
empowered  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  this  account.  The  account  was'  not 
settled —the  President's  Message  expressly  de- 
clares it  remains  unsettled.  He  has  to  be 
sure  partially  examined  it,  but  that  is  alL 
Mr.  L.  said  he  was  willing  to  pay  as  much 
re^^pect  to  Executive  recommendations  as  any 
man,  but  he  wanted  to  see  what  was  dne.  To 
use  a  familiar  phrase,  he  did  not  like  entering- 
wedges.  Congress  had  been  led  on  in  tiiis  way 
on  other  occasions.  In  the  case  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  for  instance,  the  sum  asked  was 
small  at  first,  but  it  grew  larger  and  still  boger, 
until,  at  length,  it  became  intolerable;  and 
Congress  would  vote  no  more  for  it.  If  he 
were  sure  the  appropriations  for  the  Vice 
President  were  to  end  here,  he  would  vote  the 
sum  at  once,  but  the  House  were  threatened 
with  a  claim  for  other  and  larger  amounts. 
The  settlement  had  been  delayed  at  the 
request  of  the  claimant  himself.  He  did 
not  like  to  be  led  on  blindfold,  and  wished 
to  know  at  once  how  far  he  was  to  go. 

Mr.  Tbimbls  said  that  he  believed  his 
worthy  friend  from  New  Hampshire  wu 
under  S9me  mistake  in  his  conception  of  this 
subject  In  ordinary  cases  of  this  deseription, 
a  fbnd  was  provided  out  of  which  the  public 
creditor,  if  his  demand  was  just^  and  the 
documents  in  proof  of  it  were  regular  and 
sufficient,  received  his  dne  without  furtlio* 
difficulty.  But,  if  it  should  happen  that  his 
vouchers,  though  substantially  evincing  the 
justice  of  the  demand,  were  wanting  in  doe 
form,  or  were  of  a  kind  not  admitted  in 
settlement  by  Treasury  rule,  then  an  &i^li- 
oation  to  Congress  was  necessary,  and  Con- 
gress, when  they  knew  such  to  be  the  fisLCt, 
woidd  order  the  account  to  be  settled  on 
principles  of  equity  and  justioe;  that  ia^  as  he 
understood  it,  without  exclu<]bng  valid  evi- 
dence though  of  an  informal  or  irregolar  sort. 
This  was  a  matter  of  every  day  occurrence. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Tompkins  was  one  of  this 
description;  there  were  informal  voocbeis 
held  by  the  claimant,  which  showed  him  to 
be  justly  entitled  to  what  he  claimed,  and 
the  question  was  not,  now,  whether  the  gentle- 
men from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  were 
to  audit  those  vouchers;  they  had  alit^y 
been  audited;  but,  by  some  omisBnoB,  for 
which  he  was  at  a* loss  to  aeoovint,  there 
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was  no  appropriation  in  the  bill  to  meet  the 
result  of  Buch  settlement.  The  claim  had,  at 
the  last  session,  been  submitted  to  a  committee, 
of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and 
he  saw  gentlemen  near  him  who  had  been  his 
companions  in  the  same  service.  It  had  been 
carefully  examined,  and  afterwards  hj  law 
submitt^  to  the  Treasury  officers.  Those 
officers  have  reported  that  this  balance  is  due. 
Now,  I  pray  you,  said  Mr.  T.,  when  the 
account  has,  thus  far,  been  settled,  why  is 
it  not  to  be  paid  ?  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  had  insisted  that  nothing  should 
be  paid  until  we  knew  the  whole  that  we  had 
to  pay.  But  what  would  ho  say  to  a  pay- 
master, for  instance,  who  held  a  large  amount 
of  Groyemment  money — acknowledged  himself 
to  hold  it — acknowledged  it  to  be  due — ^but 
who,  having  other  accounts  unsettled  at  the 
Treasury,  should  say  to  the  Government^  I  owe 
you  this  balance,  clear  of  all  demands,  but  my 
other  account  is  not  settled,  and  I  will  not  pay 
a  dollar  of  what  I  owe  you  untU  I  know 
all  that  I  must  pay  on  the  final  settlement? 
He  believed  the  gentleman  would  call  such  a 
paymaster  a  dishonest  man.  But  why  is 
€k>vemment  to  be  bound  by  different  rules  in 
paying  its  debts  from  those  which  bind  an 
honest  man  ? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  declare  that 
the  amount  now  appropriated  should  be  in/ull 
of  the  daim  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  amendment  was  also  negatived,  by  a 
decided  migority;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 


Fbidat,  December  12. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, loHABOD  Babtlbtt,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

Chaplain  to  the  Ebuse, 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Rev. 
William    Stauohton  a  Chaplain  to  Congress, 
on  their  part,  during  the  present  session. 

Gtmnty  Seats  in  Arhanseu  Territory. 
Mr.  CoNWAT  presented  a  petition  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  that  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be 
granted  to  each  of  the  counties  of  Hempsted, 
Miller,  and  Crawford;  to  be  improved  and 
occupied  as  the  seats  of  justice  of  the  said 
counties.  Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Ifaval  Peace  Estdbliehment, 

Mr.  FuLLBB  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Buohed,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 


be  requested  to  commtmicato  to  this  House  a  plan 
for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day,  under  the  rule. 


MoKBAT,  December  15. 
Another  member,  to  wit,    from   Virginia, 
BuBWELL    Bassbtt,    appeared,   produced   his 
credentials,    was    qualified,     and    took     his 
seat. 

Naval  Officers — Inquiry  into  their  actual 
serwee  at  sea. 

Mr.  Mbbceb  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  of  course : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  transmit  1o  this  House  a  Hst  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  denoting 
the  periods  of  their  admission  into  the  public  service, 
the  dates  of  their  present  oommismons,  and  the  time 
of  their  actual  service  at  sea  since  the  Ist  of  January, 
1815. 


TxTSBDAT,  December  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
Albebt  H.  Tbaoy,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Grants  of  Land  for  Education, 
Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

JUtdvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  such  an  appropri- 
ation of  the  public  lands  to  the  purposes  of  education, 
in  those  States  to  which  no  grants  have  yet  been 
made,  as  wiU  correspond,  in  a  just  proportion, 
with  the  appropriations  which  may  have  been 
made  heretofore,  in  favor  of  those  States;  and 
that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
othenriseL 

Mr.  Kent  said,  he  offered  the  resolution  just 
read,  not  only  from  the  importance  of  the 
object  embraced  by  it,  but  because  certain 
resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  which  he  was  a  representative,  had 
been  presented  to  the  last  Congress,  and  not 
finally  acted  on.  His  object  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  at  this 
time,  was,  to  obtain  their  decision  on  it,  if 
favorable,  that  the  Stat«  of  Maryland,  and  those 
States  equally  interested  with  her,  might  derive 
the  contemplated  advantages  from  it  5  but  i^ 
contrary  to  their  Just  expectations,  the  decision 
should  be  unfavorable,  that  they  might  turn 
their  attention  to  some  other  source  for  the 
promotion  of  the  important  purposes  of  edu- 
cation. He  would  mention,  for  the  information 
of  the  House,  that  Maryland  was  not  singular 
in  adopting  the  principle  contained  in  the 
resolution ;  that  it  had  received,  after  a  deliberate 
ezaminatioiL  the  approbation  of  the  Legislatures 
of  several  01  the  States — ^the  disapprobation  of 
but  few.  Mr.  E:  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  adopted,  that  the  subject  might  be  fUly 
examined. 
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The  qnestion  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolve, 
•  Mr.  Baitcin  observed,  that  a  similar  propo- 
sition to  that  now  offered  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  at 
a  former  session  of  Oongress ;  and  he  regretted 
that  it  had  not,  now,  been  thrown  into  the 
same  form  as  when  before  offered.  It  was 
then  presented  in  an  affirmative  shape,  which 
afforded  facility  for  a  more  direct  and  immediate 
di^ussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposition  by 
the  House.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reference 
of  this  inquiry  to  a  select  committee,  if  it  went 
to  a  committee  at  all ;  not  on  any  special,  but 
on  a  general  principle.  It  was  the  well-known 
and  universal  usage,  in  appointing  select  com- 
mittees, to  compose  them  of  the  known  friends 
of  the  measures  proposed ;  in  consequence  of 
which  only  an  ex  parte  view  of  subjects  was 
presented  to  the  House  in  the  reports  of  the 
committees,  and  time  was  consumed  in  obtain- 
ing, by  discussion,  the  views  of  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  opinion.  But,  a  standing  com- 
mittee was  a  sort  of  general  tribunal,  composed 
neither  of  the  friends  nor  the  opposers  of  any 

S articular  measures — such  a  committee  was 
kely  to  present  a  more  general  view  of  sub- 
jects committed  to  their  consideration,  than  a 
select  committee;  and,  should  they  report 
against  any  particular  measure,  its  advocates 
had  still  tiieu*  appeal  to  the  House,  and  full 
liberty  to  discuss  its  merits.  He  thought  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  had  better  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — ^not  because 
he  happened  personally  to  be  connected  with 
that  committee,  but  because  the  nature  of  the 
object  embraced  by  the  resolution  seemed  nat- 
urally to  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  JsmnKos  said,  he  apprehended  the  reso- 
lution was  not  veiy  well  understood  by  the 
House.  It  certainly  was  not  by  him,  judg^ 
ing  from  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
upon  it.  For  further  examination  of  it 
he  moved  that  the  resolve  lie  on  the  table,  and 
beprinted. 

which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


WEDinEsnAT,  December  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
HxKBY  Wilson,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Cwilizatwn  and  Education  qfthe  Indtans. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  embracing 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  New  Jersey,  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, and  the  District  of  Columbia,  convened  at 
Georgetown,  in  said  District^  in  October,  1823, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  civilizing  the  Indian  tribes  and 
introducing  the  knowledge  of  letters  among 
them ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 


Thubsdat,  December  18. 
Three  other  members,  to  wit :  fr<»n  Looit- 
iana,  Henbt  H.  GubIey  and  Edwaied  Lrns<h 
STON ;  and  from  New  York,  Johh  J.  Mobaav, 
appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took  their 
seats. 


Fbidat,  December  19. 
Widow  of  Captain  Lawrence. 
Mr.  Cbownihbhikld,  from  the  Oominittee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petitum  of 
Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  Captain  James  Law- 
rence, deceased,  late  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
StateS)  accompanied  by  a  bill  frirthep  extending 
tho  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widowsand 
children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marineB,  who 
died  in  the  public  service ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 


Moin>AY,  December  28.    ' 
Dry    TortugoB^Ahaco—Hole  in  tha    WdO— 

Bahama    Banks  —  LighUhnuei^     Beoc^n^ 

Biwytj  Floating-lights, 

Mr.  L1VING8TON  Idd  the  following  reso- 
lutions on  the  table  for  consideration  on  to- 
morrow, viz : 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trennuy  be 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  been  maoe  i& 
erecting  light-honses  on  the  Diy  Tortogas^  and  at  cr 
near  Cape  Florida ;  ani  that  he  also  report  whedier 
the  security  of  the  navigation  of  tiie  Gulf  Stream, 
between  Ilorida  and  &e  Bahama  Banks,  does 
not  require  the  ereoti<m  <^  Ught-honues^  or  bea> 
cons,  or  the  placmg  of  buoys  or  flosUing-U^ito 
on  some  other  plaoes,  on  or  near  the  coaat  cf 
Florida. 


Jtesoked,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Sc 
be  requested  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  for  a  cession  of  so  much  land  on  the 
Island  of  Abaoo,  at  or  near  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  aai 
at  such  other  places,  within  the  acknowledged  dosmn- 
ion  of  that  power,  on  the  islands,  keys,  or  sihoala,  oa 
the  Bahama  Banks,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  bnoys^  or 
floating-lights,  for  tide  seourity  of  navigation  over  azid 
near  the  said  banks,  and  to  be  used  solely  for  sDch 
puiposes. 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House,  whetiier  cbe 
rooks  called  the  double-headed  shot  keys,  or  nny 
other  of  the  rocks  or  desert  islets,  near  the  Bahama 
Banks,  but  separated  therefrom  by  a  deep  channel, 
and  on  which  the  security  of  navigation  <£  tlie  Gulf 
oTFlorida  requires  that  light-houses  or  beacons  should 
be  placed,  are  within  the  dominion  of  any  and  wliat 
foreign  Kingdom  or  State,  or  whether  tiiey  are  not 
now  subject  to  be  appropriated  by  the  li^t  of  ooca- 
pancy. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution^Flectien  of 

President  and  Vice  PreeidenL 
Mr.  MoDuFFiE,  from  the  oomnoiittee  appointed 
^*to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reoommeBd- 
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ing  to  the  several  States  the  prc^riety  of 
amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  8uoh  manner  that  l^e  mode  of  electing  the 
memhers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  may  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States ;  also,  that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be,  in  like  manner,  uniform ;  and, 
also,  that  the  election  of  the  said  officers  may, 
in  no  event,  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Hepre> 
sentatives  ;^'  made  a  detailed  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  respect  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States ;  -which  resolution 
-was  read  twice,,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  -whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  and  resolution  are  as  follows : 

The  committee,  profoundly  impressed  ¥rith  the 
importance  of  the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  they  have  been  appointed,  have 
felt  a  corresponding  sense  of  the  magnitude  and  dif- 
ficulty of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  order 
of  the  House.  To  devise  a  plan  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Hous»  of  Bepresentatives,  and  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  will  correct  existing  and  olmate  •  impending 
evils,  and,  at  the  same  time,  harmonise  the  conflict- 
ing views  of  States,  variously  situated,  and  variously 
affected  by  it,  has  been  the  anxious  dedre  and  labo- 
rious effort  of  the  committee.  How  far  they  have 
been  successful  in  accomplishing  these  great  objects, 
they  submit  it  to  the  indulgence  and  liberality  of  the 
House  to  determine. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides, 
that  "  the  timet,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  elec- 
tions for  Kepresentatives,  shall  be  prescribed,  in  eagh 
State,  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  that  Congress  may, 
at  any  time,  by  law»  make  or  alter  such  regulations.** 
It  also  provides,  that  '*  each  State  shall  appoint,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a 
number  of  Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  State 
may  be  entitled  in  Congress.'* 

The  plan  submitted  by  the  committee,  proposes 
that  each  State  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts 
as  will  equal  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
the  State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress ;  and  that  each 
of  the  said  districts  shall  elect  one  Representative. 
It  also  proposes,  that  each  of  the  said  districts  shall 
choose  one  Elector  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Electors,  thus 
appointed  in  each  State,  shall  have  the  two  additional 
Electors  to  which  the  State  is  entitled. 

From  this  collated  view  of  the  existing  provisions 
and  proposed  amendments  of  the  constitution,  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  fundamental  change  is  contem- 
plated, in  reference  to  the  mode  of  choosing  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  change,  however,  which  counts  among  its 
strongest  claims  to  our  favorable  consideration,  its 
absolute  efficacy  in  preventing  changes.  For  it  will 
fix  upon  uniibrm  principles  those  creative  operations 
of  popular  sovereignty,  which  are  now  liable  to  be 
controlled  by  the  diverafied  and  clashing  expedients 
of  twenty-four  States,  mutually  independent.  Lideed, 
an  attentive  considemtion  of  the  nature  and  funotiona 


of  a  written  constitution,  -will  lead  us  to  the  extraordi- 
nary but  manifest  conclunon  that,  in  relation  to  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  popular  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  aud  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
of  the  Republic,  we  have  no  constitutional  provision 
at  all.  A  fixedness  and  permanence,  not  liable  to  be 
disturbed  by  ordinary  acts  of  legislation,  are  essen- 
tially involved  in  the  elementary'  notion  of  a  consti- 
tution. Accordingly,  in  all  Grovemments  having  any 
just  pretensions  to  civilization  or  freedom,  it  has  been 
a  primary  object  to  secure  those  fundamental  canons 
which  give  organization  and  impulse  to  the  political 
system,  against  any  changes  proceeding  from  an 
authority  less  solemn  and  wei^ly  than  the  source 
of  sovereignty  itself  To  secure  liberty  against  the 
violent  tyranny  of  successive  and  temporary  fictions, 
and,  also,  against  the  more  systematic  encroachments 
of  ambition,  this  extraordinary  stability  of  the  law, 
which  constitutes  the  Govermnent,  has  been  found, 
by  universal  experience,  to  be  an  indispensable  safe- 
guard. Yet,  in  direct  violation  of  this  primary  and 
essential  principle  of  regulated  freedom,  the  very 
foundations  of  the  two  most  important  branches  of 
this  Government  are  permitted  to  fluctuate  with  the 
mutable  counsels  of  twenty-four  separate  Legislatures. 
The  committee,  therefore,  believe  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed is  recommended,  not  less  by  the  consideration 
that  it  permanently  and  uniformly  fixes  the  rule 
which  it  introduces,  than  by  the  intrinsic  superiority 
of  that  rule  to  any  other  that  has  been  adopted, 
amidst  the  changes  incident  to  the  existing  state  of 
constitutional  laxity. 

Under  the  existing  system,  if  ^tem  that  may  be 
called  which  is  without  system,  the  inquiry  in  the 
respective  States  is  not,  which  is  intrinsically  the 
best  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Congress, 
and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  but  what  is  the  best  defensive  ex- 
pedient to  counteract  the  regulations  of  other  States, 
and  secure  the  utmost  relative  weight  in  the  aflE^s 
of  the  Uiuon.  The  parfy  which  happens  to  have 
the  ascendency  will  thus  be  furmshed  with  pretexts, 
at  least  plausible  and  imposing,  for  the  adoption 
of  measures  calculated  to  deprive  the  minority  of 
their  just  rights,  and  tending  to  produce,  as  they 
invariably  have  produced,  that  acrimonious  political 
excitement  which  ineritably  results  iix>m  injustice 
and  oppression,  however  disguised  or  palliated  by 
motives  of  public  expediency.  To  prevent  majorities 
from  exercising  this  sort  of  oppression,  is  one  of  the 
primary  ol^jeots  of  a  written  conatitntioiL 

With  these  general  preliminary  views,  the  oommit- 
tee  will  proceed  to  the  separate  consideration  of  the 
ameiidments  embraced  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
House. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  **  times,  places,  and  man- 
ner,** of  electing  the  members  of  this  House,  are  now 
liable  to  be  prescribed  by  the  legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  subject  to  the  controlling  and  superseding 
power  of  Congress. 

In  addition  to  the  remarks  already  made  on  the 
political  solecism  of  placing  it  in  the  power  of  every 
State  government  virtually  to  change  the  constitu- 
tbn  of  the  Union,  the  committee  feel  bound  to  ex- 
amine briefly  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  power 
thus  vested  in  Congress. 

If  it  should  happen  to  this,  as  it  has  happened  to 
all  other  free  countries,  that  the  administrution  of 
the  Republic  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  faction ; 
of  men  who,   having  acquired    power  by  corrupt 
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oombinfttioiu,  woald  be  diipoted  to  retain  it  in  op- 
position to  the  will  of  the  people,  and  to  exert  it  in 
oppoaition  to  their  interests,  the  power  in  question 
would  become  exceedingly  dangerous.  It  is  in  such 
periods  that  the  barriers  of  the  constitution  are  most 
essential ; -because  it  is  in  such  periods  that  those, 
from  whose  reluctant  grasp  the  sceptre  of  domin- 
ion is  ahout  to  be  wrested  by  an  indignant  people, 
are  exposed  to  the  stix>nge8t  human  temptation  to 
peipetuate  their  authority  by  ty^rj  desperate  expe- 
dient not  absolutely  prohibited. 

And  does  not  the  constitution  almost  literally 
place  in  their  hands  precisely  such  an  expedient  in 
the  power  of  regulating  the  elections  of  the  members 
of  this  body?  It  is  susceptible  of  demonstration, 
that  the  elections  might  be  so  arranged  by  a  party 
in  powtfr,  that  a  small  minority  of  the  people  would 
eleot  a  majority  of  the  national  representatiTes.  The 
mode  of  operation  would  be  rarious,  according  to 
Taiying  circumstances.  Sometimes  the  object  would 
be  accomplished  by  changing  the  district  into  the 
general-ticket  system;  sometimes  by  an  artificial 
arrangement  of  districts;  and  sometimes  by  a  skilful 
combination  of  both.  As  nothing  is  too  desperate 
for  a  faction,  struggling  for  existence,  let  us  suppose 
that  they  should  prescribe,  as  they  would  hare  the 
unquestionable  power  to  prescribe,  that,  in  all  those 
States  where  a  minority  of  the  people  were  favorable 
fo  their  purposes,  the  representatives  should  be  elected 
by  a  general  ticket,  thus  suppressing  the  voice  of  the 
minority ;  and,  that  all  the  States  opposed  to  their 
domination,  should  be  divided  into  districts,  in  such 
manner  that  the  minority  of  the  people  should  elect  a 
minority  of  representatives.  Aj  examples  of  such 
hij^-handed  proceedings  are  already  to  be  found  in 
the  history  of  several  of  the  Stete  governments,  the 
supposition  that  the  General  Government,  with  more 
powerful  inducements  to  mislead  it,  will,  at  some 
future  period,  pursue  a  similar  course,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered extravagant  or  improbable^ 

The  committee  therefore  feel  the  deepest  conviction, 
that  the  power  now  vested  in  Congress,  of  controlling 
the  election  of  its  own  members,  is  utterly  inconsist- 
ent with  every  just  conception  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  the  necessi^  of  a 
plan  of  such  permanence,  as  equally  to  exclude  the 
disturbing  influence,  both  of  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  the  committee  propose  to  examine  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  general-ticket  and 
district  systems  of  electing  the  Representatives  in 
Congress.  It  will  scarcely  be  denied,  that  a  just 
regard  for  the  rehitive  weight  of  each  Stete  in  the 
ai&irs  of  the  Union,  requires  that  one  or  the  other 
of  the  systems  should  prevail  in  all  the  States.  Upon 
any  question  of  national  policy,  in  relation  to  which 
the  interests  or  wishes  of  two  States  should  stand 
mutually  opposed,  it  woidd  be  obviously  unjust  that 
the  one  should  have,  by  means  of  a  general  ticket, 
an  undivided  vote  in  this  House ;  while  the  other, 
electing  by  districts,  might  be  almost  neutralized  by 
her  divisions.  It  remains,  therefore,  only  that  we  in- 
quire which  of  the  two  systems  is  intrinsically  the  best. 

In  favor  of  the  general-ticket  system,  it  has  been 
urged,  with  considerable  plausibility,  that,  by  extend- 
ing the  sphere  of  selection,  the  number  of  competitors, 
of  competent  qoalilications,  will  be  proportionally  in- 
creased, and  that  the  influence  of  demagogues,  who 
can  only  operate  effectually  in  a  small  sphere,  wUl  be 
greatly  diminished. 


It  oamot  be  denied  that  it  sometimes  happens  that 
a  particular  district  might  select  a  representative  re- 
siding out  of  its  limits,  better  qualified  than  any  read- 
ing within  them ;  but,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  system  proposed,  which  will  prevent 
a  district  from  electing  any  resident  citixen  of  the 
Stete,  without  regard  to  the  particular  place  of  his 
residence.  It  is  true  that  each  district  will  generally 
elect  one  of  its  own  citizens,  fiom  obvious  conAdera- 
tions  justifying  the  preference.  But  this,  so  far  from 
being  an  objection,  would  tend  to  produce  s  distribu- 
tion of  the  Ulent  of  the  State,  in  eveiy  view  desirable ; 
for  it  has  been  found  that  talents,  like  ewvy  thing 
else,  will  naturally  seek  the  market  which  promises 
the  most  appropriate  reward. 

That  part  of  the  argument  under  oonaideratian, 
which  assumes  that  the  district  system  is  calculated 
to  give  to  the  arte  of  demagogues  an  undue  aeoend- 
encr,  is  worthy  of  a  more  aenous  oonsideratiaii.  It 
will  be  admitted  that  this  system  enables  the  constit- 
uent to  become  better  acquainted  with  his  represent- 
ative than  is  practicable  under  the  other.  Can  it  be 
maintained,  then,  that,  in  proportion  as  we  increase 
the  opportunities  of  the  people  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  character  and  qualifications  <^  the  candidates, 
we  diminish  the  chances  of  a  judicious  selection  ?  Is 
it  true,  that,  in  a  fair  competition  before  the  people, 
art  and  hypocrisy  will  prevail  over  talent,  integritr, 
and  independence  ?  On  the  contraij,  it  ia  confideot- 
ly  believed  that  truth  will  ultimately  prevmQ  in  all 
competitions  before  the  people,  if  maintained  with  sa 
ability  and  firmness  equal  to  that  by  which  error  is 
supported.  This  proposition  is  the  basis  upon  which 
only  a  representetive  democracy  can  be  sustained. 
If  it  be  not  true,  it  then  becomes  expedient  to  devise 
some  scheme  which  will  virtually  take  firom  the 
people  the  elective  power.  And  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  general-ticket  system  i^  precisely 
of  this  description. 

In  a  State  of  any  considerahle  extent,  almost 
every  candidate  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  They,  cf 
necessity,  vote  by  faith,  and  not  by  knowledge ;  and 
the  few  distinguished  politicians  who  are  selected  ts 
concentrate  t£e  popular  opinion,  acquire  a  oootrol 
over  it  little  short  of  the  power  of  absolute  dictatjon. 
Universal  experience  teaches  us  that  few  men  are 
to  be  found,  of  sufficient  firmness  and  purity  to 
resist  the  temptetion  to  abuse  such  power.  Cabals 
and  factions  oombinationa,  stimulated  by  selfish 
views  of  aggrandizement,  are  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  this  sort  of  domin- 
ion will  be  quietly  submitted  to  by  those  pftytyS^na 
who  hafe  no  participation  in  it  A  contest  for  the 
dictetorship  ensues,  agitating  the  conmiunity  and  de- 
stroying the  harmony  of  society,  by  mere  personal  and 
family  feuds,  when  there  is  no  diftrence  of  principto 
between  the  contending  parties. 

Nor  would  the  evil  effects  of  this  state  of  things  be 
confined  to  the  State.  As  the  political  course  of  op- 
posing parties  is  very  much  determined  by  feelings  of 
mutual  antipathy,  it  would  frequently  happen  ibaX 
when  one  party  supported  the  existing  adminiatratit» 
of  the  General  Government,  tiie  other  would  stand  op- 
posed to  it.  Under  these  circumstances  every  revo- 
lution produced  by  the  alternate  successes  and  defeats 
of  these  rival  parties,  might  increase  or  t^iminUh  the 
supporters  of  the  General  Government,  by  the  whole 
nnmber  of  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
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greas.  Besides  the  mutability  which  would  be  thas 
comnranicated  to  the  national  councils,  the  General 
Government,  feeling  its  power  to  be  identified  with 
the  fate  of  a  State  party,  wonld  be  tempted  to  interfere 
in  the  political  straggles  of  that  State.  And  when 
we  consider  the  effect  which  might  be  produced  by  the 
judicious  distribution  of  patronage  amongst  the  lead- 
ers in  such  contests,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  facility 
and  the  means  of  such  interference  are  equal  to  the 
temptatioa 

It  may  be  justly  said  of  the  plan  of  voting  by  a 
general  ticket,  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  true 
theory  of  a  popular  representation.  The  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature  should  exhibit  a 
faithful  image  of  the  people.  When,  for  example,  a 
State  is  divided  in  its  interests  and  opinions,  when 
some  districts  are  agricultural,  some  manufacturing, 
and  some  commercial,  and,  if  yon  will,  when  some 
are  republican  and  some  federal,  each  of  those  dis- 
tricts of  people  should  have  a  fair  representation  in 
Congress.  Because  one  interest  or  one  party  happens 
to  be  predominant  in  a  State,  it  is  no  adequate  reason 
that  tiie  rest  should  be  disfranchised  and  have  no 
voice  in  the  national  councils.  This,  indeed,  would 
not  be  a  representation  of  the  people,  but  of  the 
States ;  jiving  to  this  House  a  federal,  instead  of  a 
popular  origin  and  character. 

A  little  reflection  will  convince  us  that  this  is  not 
a  mere  nominal  distinction.  Upon  all  the  great 
political  questions,  by  which  this,  Uke  all  other  free 
Governments,  must  be  often  divided  into  parties,  the 
general-ticket  system,  by  entirely  suppressing  the 
voice  of  the  minority,  would  cause  the  representation 
from  each  State,  in  Couffress,  to  be  unanimous,  on 
one  side  or  the  other.  Thus  would  States  be  arrayed 
against  States  on  this  floor,  stimulated  by  pride, 
heated  by  collisions,  and  estranged  by  feelings  of 
rivalry,  and  throwing  into  the  ddscussions  here  all 
the  violence  of  local  feelings  and  local  prejudices. 
By  the  inevitable  tendency  of  this  state  of  things  to 
produce  a  geographical  formation  of  parties,  we  need 
not  the  prophetic  roirit  of  Washington  to  warn  us 
that  the  harmony  of  the  Union  would  be  destroyed, 
and  perhaps  its  existence  endangered. 

Every  tiling  that  tends  to  strengthen  the  peculiar 
and  exclusive  feelings  of  State  pride  and  sectional 
prejudice,  inevitably  weakens  the  bonds  of  the  Union. 
We  are,  therefore,  urged,  by  all  the  considerations 
ihat  attach  us  to  this  great  palladium  of  our  security 
and  happiness,  to  adopt  such  an  organization  as  wiU 
break  those  large  masses  of  political  power,  whose 
collisions  can  never  foil  to  shake  our  system  to  its 
deepest  foundation.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
that  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  though  subdivided 
into  States  for  certain  essential  purposes,  are  one 
people,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  General  Government. 
Bom  to  a  common  inheritance,  purchased  by  the  toils, 
the  sacrifices,  and  the  blood  of  their  common  ances- 
tors, they  should  be  united,  not  less  by  the  ties  of 
common  sympathy  and  kindred  feeling,  than  by  those 
of  common  interest.  With  a  view  to  give  strength 
and  durability  to  these  essential  bonds  of  union,  it  is 
of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  local  minoricics  in 
the  several  States,  and  various  geographical  divisions 
of  our  extensive  country,  should  have  a  fair  and  full 
representation  in  Congress.  In  periods  of  deep  polit- 
ical excitement,  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  allay 
sectional  animosities,  and  subdue  the  angry  spirit  of 
faction,  than  the  mediatorial  influenne  of  such  repre- 
aentatives. 


The  report  concludes  with  the  followlDg  res- 
olntion : 

Rudved,  ^c,  That  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  thereof,  shall  be  valid,  to 'all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  constitu- 
tion : 

**  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
as  Vice  President,  given  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Electors,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number 
be  a  minority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  migority,  and  a 
President  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  at  such  first 
meeting,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  the 
choice  of  a  Vice  President  as  are  prescribed  for  the 
choice  of  a  President ;  but  if,  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Electors,  a  President  shall  have  been  chosen,  and 
a  Vice  President  shall  not  have  been  chosen,  then, 
from  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  numbers  on 
the  list,  Uie  Senate  shsll  choose  the  Vice  President ; 
a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  number  of  Senators ;  and  a  majority  of 
the  number  present,  and  voting,  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  choice. 

**  The  Congress  may,  by  law,  fix  the  day  for  ap- 
pointing Electors  for  President,  and  Vice  President, 
and  the  days  for  giving  their  votes  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  which  days  shall  be  the  same  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  the  day  for  giving  their  votes 
the  first  time,  shall  be  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more 
than  twenty  days  from  the  day  fixed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors. 

**  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  the  places  of  holdii^  elections  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Electors,  to  prescribe  the  manner  of 
voting,  and  to  provide  for  tho  appointment  of  proper 
persons  to  conduct  such  elections,  with  authority  to 
declare,  definitively,  the  result  thereof;  but  the  Con- 
gress may,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations, 
and  may  also  lay  off  into  districts,  for  appointing 
Electors,  any  State,  the  Legislature  whereof  shiS 
have  failed  to  lay  off  the  same  as  herein  directed." 


TuESDAT,  December  28. 
Another  member,  to   wit,   from  Virginia, 
John  Floyd,  appeared,  waa  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

European  Combinations  to  re-mbjugate  Ameri- 
can States  of  Spanish  origin. 
Mr.  Mallabt  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz: 

Eesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Umted  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  possess,  (which  may  be  disclosed 
without  injury  to  the  public  good,)  relative  to  the 
determination  of  any  sovereign,  or  combinations  of 
sovereigns,  to  assist  Spain  in  ^e  subjugation  of  her 
late  colonies  on  the  American  continent ;  and  whether 
any  Government  of  Europe  is  disposed  or  determined 
to  oppose  any  aid  or  assistanoo  which  such  sovereign, 
or  combination  of  sovereigns,  may  afford  to  Spain  for 
the  sutjugation  of  her  late  coloniea  above  mentioned. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt, 
Mr.  Wkbstsb,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
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the  Senate  sapplementary  to  the  aot  "for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  reported 
the  same,  with  an  amendment,  changing  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Wbbstee  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  proposed 
this  amendment.  The  act  of  1800,  he  said, 
provided  that  the  oath,  in  the  case  of  insolvent 
debtors,  should  be  administered  by  the  district 
judge;  but,  if  he  resides  more  than  twenty 
miles  from  the  place  of  imprisoimaent,  then  the 
oath  may  be  administered  by  a  commissioner, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  district  judge.  The  bill 
from  tlie  Senate  proposes  to  provide,  further, 
that,  where  a  citation  has  been  issued,  in  case 
of  absence  or  inability  of  the  judge,  &c.,  the  oath 
may  be  administered  by  a  commissioner,  ac- 
cording to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1800.  The  committee  of  this  House,  on  ex- 
amining the  subject,  thought  it  better  to  pro- 
vide that  in  all  cases  the  required  oath  may  be 
administered  by  a  Judge  of  Uie  Supreme  Court, 
liie  district  judge  of  the  district  in  which  he 
resides,  or  by  any  commissioner  appointed  by 
either  of  them.  In  the  shape  in  which  the  bill 
came  from  the  Senate,  it  would  not  afford  a 
remedy,  it  was  believed,  in  the  very  case  which 
gave  rise  to  it. 

The  .House  concurred  in  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee ;  and,  thus  amended, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Light-houses^  Beacons^  <&e.^  on  Bahama  IsUmds,. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  respecting  light-houses 
and  beacons,  on  the  Bahama  Banks  and  coast 
of  Florida,  and  requesting  that  the  President 
may  negotiate  for  the  cession  of  so  much  land 
on  Abaco  as  is  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-house,  were  taken  up. 

In  supporting  the  resolutions,  Mr.  LrnNOBTON 
observed,  in  relation  to  the  first  of  them,  that 
he  was  well  aware  that  measures  had  already 
been  taken  by  Qovernment,  preparatory  to  the 
erection  of  li^ht-houses  on  two  of  the  points 
referred  to,  viz:  on  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  at 
or  near  Cape  Florida.  But,  although  the 
necessary  surveys  were  nearly  completed,  much 
time  must  unavoidably  elapse  before  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  could  be  laid  before  the 
department  to  which  they  appertained;  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  sufficient  information  might 
be  laid  before  Congress  to  authorize  them  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  so  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  could  advertise,  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, for  contracts  for  erecting  the  several  works 
contemplated  in  the  resolutions.  Those  works, 
Mr.  L.  said,  were  of  pressing  necessity.  The^ 
navigation  of  the  seas,  over  and  vnthin  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bahama  Banks,  was  exposed  to 
very  great  danger,  and  had  already  suffered 
much  from  shipwrecks.  Not  to  mention  the 
losses  which  had  thus  occurred  to  vessels  in 
the  merchant  service,  the  United  States  had 
suffered,  in  wrecks  of  her  public  armed  vessels 


in  those  seas,  more  than  would  have  aofficed  lo 
cover  the  expense  of  the  entire  system  of  mea*- 
ures  proposed  in  these  resolutions. 

The  second  resolution  he  conceived  to  be 
necessary  for  making  the  navigation  of  the 
Bahama  channel,  both  ways,  secure.  Ships 
were  continually  passing  over  the  Bahama 
Banks,  where  the  water  was  shallow,  and  the 
neighboring  land  very  low ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  they  were  imminently  exposed  to  ^Ip- 
wreck.  The  wrecks  on  Abaco  alone  would,  he 
said,  amount  to  an  immense  sum.  A  light- 
house on  that  island,  at  or  near  the  site  of  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall,  would  greatly,  if  not  ^itirelj, 
remove  the  danger  which  now  exisfced,  and 
render  navigation  safe.  But,  for  the  erection 
of  such  light-house,  previous  negotiation  would 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  ground  oo 
which  to  build  it.  Of  the  success  of  such  ne- 
gotiation, there  could  be  no  doubt.  The  Britif^ 
Government  had  no  interest  hostile  to  audi  a 
measure ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  in- 
terented  in  its  favor,  for  the  same  reason  with 
ourselves,  although  not  to  the  same  extent 
Besides  Uie  spots  on  which  light-houses  wen 
erected,  there  were  others  which  onght  to  be 
designated  by  buoys. 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said,  \ras  in- 
tended to  obtain  information  in  reelect  to  a 
class  of  islets,  concerning  the  true  Jurisdictka 
of  which,  he  confessed  himself  to  be  ignorant ; 
he  meant  those  small  rocky  islanda  which  are 
separated  from  the  Bahama  Bank  by  deep  chan- 
nels, and  theriefore  might  possiblv  be  considered 
as  not  included  in  the  British  juriadictioB, 
which  confessedly  extends  over  the  bank  itsdl 
If,  on  investigation,  it  should  appear  that  tiiese 
islets  do  belong  to  Great  Britain,  then  they 
would  be  included  in  the  range  of  the  seoood 
resolution,  which  relates  to  the  cession  ol  the 
requisite  territory  for  lightrhouses  and  beacona 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  ascertained 
that  they  are  not  British  territory,  then  a  ques- 
tion would  arise,  whether  they  were  not  liable 
to  become  ours  by  right  of  occupancy.  They 
would  afford  temptations  to  occupancy  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  proposed  in  the  reso- 
lution. They  contain,  in  general,  no  soil,  being 
little  more  than  bare  rocks  washed  by  the  sea; 
yet  are  of  such  formation  as  to  admit  of  the 
placing  of  buoys  and  beacons  upon  Uiem  for 
the  warning  and  du-ection  of  the  mariner,  dsc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolii- 
tions  of  Mr.  LrvmosTON,  and  they  were  a^«ed 
to,  without  opposition. 

FfiiDAT,  December  26. 
South  American  Oolonios, 
The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr. 
Mallabt,  calling  on  the  Presdent  for  ai^  in- 
formation he  may  possess  (and  which  may  be 
disclosed  without  injury  to  the  public  good) 
relative  to  the  determination  of  any  sovereign 
or  sovereigns  to  aid  Spain  in  regaining  W 
American  Colonies;  and  the  disposition  of  any 
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other  European  Goveminent  to  oppose  it,  was 
taken  up. 

In  support  of  his  resolution,  Mr.  Mallabt 
rose  and  observed,  that  it  would  be  recollected, 
by  every  gentleman  present,  that  the  message 
received  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  was  of 
an  extraordinary  and  strongly  marked  character. 
Its  introduction  prepared  the  House  for  subjects 
of  great  importance ;  nay,  the  President  went 
80  &r  as  to  say  that  **•  there  never  was  a  period, 
since  the  Revolution,  when,  regarding  the  con- 
dition of  the  civilized  world  and  its  bearing  on 
us,  there  was  greater  necessity  for  devotion  in 
the  public  servants  to  their  respective  duties, 
or  for  virtue,  patriotism,  and  union,  in  our  con- 
stituents." When  we  come  to  examine  the 
body  of  the  message,  said  he,  we  discover  noth- 
ing to  which  this  language  can  apply,  except 
the  situation  of  the  great  European  powers, 
and  the  bearing  which  that  situation  may  have 
upon  this  country.  Those  powers  had  united 
tibeir  efforts  against  the  cause  of  freedom  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  had  successfully 
put  down  every  struggle  to  maintain  it.  It  was 
possible  they  might  extend  their  plans  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  that  their  attention  would 
next  be  directed  to  the  Republics  of  South 
America.  Such  appeared  to  be  the  impression 
of  the  President;  and  if  such  were  actually 
the  state  of  things,  the  United  States  must 
probably  become  deeply  involved  in  the  event 
of  such  a  contest.  It  was  impossible  we  could 
be  indifferent  to  the  attempts  of  despotic  power 
to  crush  the  cause  of  freedom  in  our  own  hemi- 
sphere. That  some  plazis  of  this  sort  were  in 
agitation,  was  plain,  from  the  tenor  of  the  mes- 
sage. The  President  would  not  have  warned 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  that  all  their  firm- 
ness would  be  called  for,  if  there  were  not 
something  of  serious  moment  in  the  political 
horizon,  not  seen  by  all.  And  as,  in  this  pub- 
lic document,  the  Chief  Magistrate  had  thought 
proper  to  go  so  far,  it  was  certainly  proper  in 
the  House  to  meet  his  communication  by  re- 
questing such  information,  on  the  subject  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  as  he  might  deem  it  con- 
sistent with  the  public  welfare  to  disclose.  It 
was  proper  and  desirable  that  we  should  know 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  dangers  to  which  we 
are  exposed. 

The  que^ion  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

Olmm  of  BewamarchaU. 
Mr.  TucKKB,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  message  from  the 
President  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
transmitted  at  the  first  session  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Congress,  exhibiting  the  correspondence 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Government,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Beaumar- 
chais.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  any  remarks  on  the  merits  of  that 
claim,  this  not  being  the  proper  stage  of  busi- 
ness in  which  to  speak  of  them.    His  object  in 


rising  was  to  move  the  reference  of  this  cor- 
respondence to  a  select  committee.  He  should 
have  moved  the  reference  of  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  but  that  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee had  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  take 
cognizance  of  it.  It  was  high  time,  Mr.  T.  said, 
that  this  cldm,  which  had  been  standing  now 
for  thirty  odd  years,  whatever  be  its  merits  or 
its  fate,  should  be  finally  and  conclusively  dis- 
posed of. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  correspondence  to  a 
select  committee  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division;  and  Mr.  Tuokeb  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
LivmosTON,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Tyson,  and  Mr. 
Rrvxs,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Naml  PefuioM. 

The  bill  to  continue  for  ^Ye  years  longer  the 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy, 
who  have  died  in  service,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  without  debate,  and 
the  question  being  about  to  be  stated  on  order- 
ing it  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
bill  should  pass  without  some  reason  being 
given  why  it  ought  to  pass.  Our  system  of 
pensions,  he  thought,  had  been  too  far  ex* 
tended.  All  the  ^orts  on  the  subject  seemed 
to  be  to  ascertain  how  far  it  could  be  extended, 
instead  of  how  far  it  could  be  reduced  and 
narrowed  down.  These  pensions  were  at  first 
allowed  for  fiv.e  years — ^lUfterwards,  for  five 
years  more;  and  now  it  was  asked  of  the 
Honse  to  extend  them  for  another  five  years. 
To  ascertain  whether  the  Honse  was  disposed 
to  go  on,  without  reason,  in  extending  these 
pensions,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cbowninbhisli)  said  that  the  general 
reason  why  the  bill  should  pass  is,  first,  that 
those  pensions  are  not  ptud  out  of  the  Treasury ; 
the  money  comes  from  the  captures  made  by 
these  very  ofiScers  and  seamen,  and  is  by  law 
reserved  for  the  special  purpose  to  which  it  is 
by  this  bill  proposed  to  appropriate  it.  That 
fund,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  adequate  to  pay  aU  the 
pensions  that  can  be  charged  upon  it.  There 
is  now  a  surplus  of  that  frmd  to  the  amount  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  tliousand  dollars  per  annum. 
If  this  money,  tiiie  proceeds  in  part  of  captures, 
is  to  be  taken  from  the  officers  and  seamen  to 
constitute  a  fund  for  pensions,  he  did  not  see 
why  those  pensions  should  be  withheld  from 
them.  The  fund  is  their  property,  and  not  that 
of  the  nation,  and  why  shall  they  not  have  the 
benefit  of  it  ?  So  far  as  depends  on  me,  said 
Mr.  C,  I  would  not  deal  it  out  to  them  in  this 
manner — ^I  would  declare  the  pensions  at  once 
for  life,  and  not  stint  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan of  their  allowance. 

Mr.  LrvsBMOBB  observed,  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that, 
if  it  was  impossible  that  the  number  of  claim- 
ants to  the  benefits  of  this  fund  could  ever  in- 
crease, the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  would 
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be  entirely  conclusive ;  but  their  nmnber  may, 
and,  in  case  of  a  war,  certainly  will,  increase 
very  greatly.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  most 
advisable  to  let  the  fond  accumulate.  Are 
gentlemen  afraid,  asked  Mr.  L.,  of  having 
money  on  hand  for  any  purpose,  or  in  any 
shape  ?  He  was,  with  his  present  impressions, 
against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cambbbleno,  in  replying  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  took  occasion  to 
notice  the  origin  and  character  of  this  fund. 
In  1800,  Congress,  varying  from  the  British 
rule  of  granting  the  whole  of  the  prize  money 
to  the  captors,  appropriated  one-half  of  the 
proceeds  of  all  prizes  of  inferior  force  to  create 
a  Navy  Pension  Fund  for  the  support  of  in- 
valids. During  our  late  war,  after  the  fall  of 
some  of  our  most  gallant  officers  and  seamen,  a 
question  arose,  whether,  in  strict  justice,  their 
widows  and  orphans  should  not  be  provided 
for  out  of  that  fund  which  a  share  of  tlieir 
prize  money  had  contributed  to  create..  Con- 
gress, by  the  acts  of  1818-*14,  granted  pensions 
to  them,  and  the  pension  roU  now  embraces 
invalids,  widows,  and  orphans. 

He  was  unwilling,  at  ell  times,  to  appeal  to 
the  passions  of  the  House,  but  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  very  character  of  this  bill  calcu- 
lated to  rouse  the  patriotism  and  excite  the 
sympathy  of  every  American.  We  were  now 
renewing  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  our  gallant  mariners.  Of  the  veteran  Bar- 
ney, whose  valor  is  recorded  in  the  histories  of 
two  wars — of  Lawrence,  whom  fate  selected  as 
a  victim  to  soothe  for  a  moment — ^but  for  a 
moment — ^the  wounded  pride  of  an  enemy  over 
whom  he  had  previously  triumphed — who  died 
as  he  had  lived,  bravely  fighting  for  his  coun- 
try. Of  Blakeley  and  his  gallant  crew.  In  the 
career  of  Blakeley  there  was  something  pe- 
culiarly splendid — ^in  his  brief  story,  somethmg 
sublime.  His  ambition  was  of  an  elevated  cast ; 
it  disduned  the  pursuit  of  helpless  enemies. 
He  at  once  crowded  his  canvas  for  tiie  British 
coast — ^he  eagerly  sought  dangerous  war  amidst 
fleets  of  armed  enemies.  He  found  it  and  tri- 
umphed. Scarce  had  we  ceased  our  rejoicings 
for  this  victory,  when  we  heard  of  him  agam 
literally  surrounded  by  enemies — sinking  one — 
engaging  a  second,  and  retiring  only  on  the 
approach  of  a  thirdl  Unhurt,  though  exposed, 
in  this  unequal  combat,  he  gallantly  steerea 
his  course  to  southern  latitudes.  But  here  the 
historian  of  human  affairs  drops  his  pencil — 
another  more  worthy  to  note  the  deeds  of  gal- 
lant men,  seizes  it  as  it  falls — ^the  recording 
angel  registers  their  fate — where  the  fate  of 
brave  men  should  be — ^in  Heaven  1 

It  is  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  these 
gallant  men  we  are  now  providing.  The  only 
objection  to  the  bill  he  conceived  to  be  the 
limitation  to  five  years.  That  ought  to  be 
struck  out — ^the  fund  was  ample,  and  would 
undoubtedly  remain  so.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  pass  the  bill  promptly  and  unanimously. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  that  the  explanation  given 


by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  entinij 
satisfactory.  He  was  happy  to  trnderstafidtbe 
nature  and  flourishing  situation  of  the  fond. 
and,  since  it  was  in  so  prosperous  a  sUte,  he 
hoped  tliat  Congress  would  not  be  called  on  lo 
grant  out  of  the  public  treasury  any  more  pe&- 
sions  to  the  wives  or  children  of  hatj  offioem 
He  hoped  that  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Pern,  lod 
others,  whose  names  had  been  mentioD«d, 
would  be  provided  for  out  of  this  fimd,  irhid 
was  so  abundantly  able  to  supply  whatever  it 
was  deemed  proper  to  allow.  And  with  these 
remarks  he  withdrew  the  opposition  be  lad 
made  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  rose  merely  to  sajthitlte 
was  fully  satisfied  with  the  explaoatioii  given, 
and  would  now  cordially  vote  in  favor  of  tbe 
bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrased 
for  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  December  29. 
Roads  and  CanaU  in  the  TerriU^ry  tf 
Michigan, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bichabi>8,  it  was 
JRaohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Boadsoi 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  a- 
pediency  of  opening  a  road  between  Moo:! 
Clemens,  in  the  County  of  Macomb,  and  Fd- 
tonville,  near  the  mouth  of  Pine  Riyer,  in  tl» 
County  of  St.  Clair,  in  the  territory  of  Midfi- 
gan. 

[The  object  of  this  resolution,  as  stated  bj 
the  mover,  is  to  open  a  road  into  the  DaK« 
lands,  that  they  may  be  the  sooner  sdd  td 
settled.] 

Costs  in  Suits  hp  Fatentea, 
The  bill  concerning  costs  in  certiun  cases,  f« 
then  taken  up  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  provides,  "  That  in  suits  c<»nmeDcri 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  to  recover  damages  for  tie 
violation  of  any  right  arising  under  lettai 
patent,  lawfully  issued,  for  any  new  and  i»ft 
mvention,  discovery,  or  improvement  wSs 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  is 
all  cases,  where  the  sum  recovered  by  himc-f 
them  E^ell  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  hi- 
lars." 

Mr.  Wkbsteb  explained  the  reason  of  tbe 
committee  for  reporting  this  bill.  The  geneni 
law  forbids  dl  recovery  of  costs  in  the  0)«* 
of  the  United  States,  where  the  anount  of  tbt 
judgment  is  less  than  ^yq  hundred  dollii^ 
This  minimum,  as  apnlicable  to  cases  general^' 
Mr.  W.  said,  was  perhaps  too  high,  but,  as  re- 
lated to  cases  of  recovery  of  damages  for  viola- 
tion of  patent  rights,  it  was  supposed  there 
were  particularly  strong  reasons  why  it  shoo* 
be  reduced.  Suits  of  that  description  an  in- 
stituted not  so  much  to  recover  great  dama?* 
as  to  establish  the  right  of  the  inventors.  The 
right  may  be  a  very  important  one,  and  yet  tbe 
violation  of  it  in  particular  instances  may  not 
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inyolve  heavy  damages.  In  ordinorj  cases,  the 
right  of  suing  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
has  heen  regarded  as  a  privilege,  persons  pos- 
sessing it  having  the  option  to  avail  themselves 
of  it  or  to  resort  to  the  State  courts,  &c.  But, 
with  respect  to  patent  rights,  as  that  suhject 
is  exclusively  in  the  possession  of  the  General 
Government,  the  whole  right  being  created  by 
the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  injured  person 
being  obliged  to  sue  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States  or  nowhere,  it  seemed  right  to  enlarge 
the  law  so  far  as  to  allow  costs  to  the  plaintiff 
in  all  cases  arising  under  the  law  of  patents, 
where  the  damages  awarded  should  amount  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  For  that  purpose  this  bill 
had  been  reported. 

Mr.  Tatlok,  of  New  York,  moved  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  minimum  should  be  re- 
duced to  thirty  dollars.  Very  useful  patents 
oft^  applied  to  articles  of  comparatively  small 
v^ue,  wnere  an  infringement  in  any  single  case 
would  not  entitle  the  patentee  to  damages 
amounting  to  one  iiundred  dollars.  It  was  in- 
cumbent on  Congress  to  provide  for  these  cases, 
and  as  Government  charged  the  patentee  thirty 
dollars  for  his  patent,  there  was  a  propriety  in 
f  xing  upon  that  sum  as  the  limit  of  damages 
on  which  he  might  obtain  costs. 

Mr.  WsBSTEB  not  objecting,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
bills,  and  they  were  both  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  December  80. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky, 
Thomas  Metcalfe,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Trads  toith  the  Indians. 
Mr.  Rich  offered  the  following : . 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be 
instnicted  to  inqnire  into  the  practicability  and  expe- 
diency of  adopting  measnres  which  shall  more  effect- 
ually restrain  either  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
foreigners  from  banting  or  trapping  on  lands  to  which 
the  £dian  title  has  not  been  extinguished,  and  ex- 
clude foreigaeiB  from  a  participation  in  the  Indian 
trade. 

Mr.  RiOH,  in  introducing  the  above  resolution, 
said,  that  be  conceived  it  due  to  the  House  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
offer  it  for  adoption,  and  to  hope  that  the  in- 
quiry it  proposed  would  prove  successful.  Dur- 
ing the  last  season,  he  was  sorry  to  state,  there 
b£Md  occurred  on  our  Western  borders,  a  killing 
and  wounding  of  traders,  and  a  slaughtering  of 
Indians,  which  was  much  to  be  regretted.  The 
attack  made  by  the  Indians  is  said  to  have  been 
unprovoked ;  it  may  have  been  so ;  he  hoped, 
for  the  honor  of  our  country,  that  such  would 
turn  out  to  have  been  the  fact.  He  did  not 
entertain  a  doubt,  that  all  that  could,  under  the 
existing  laws,  be  done  to  prevent  so  unhappy 
an  ocourrenoe,  bad  been  done  by  the  Execudve. 


He  believed,  however,  it  would,  on  investiga- 
tion, be  found,  that  the  laws  had  been  violated, 
and  the  rights  of  our  red  brethren  infringed. 
In  support  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  E.  asked  leave 
to  reiad  certain  parts  of  the  correspondence 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  House  on  tiiis 
suWect. — [He  here  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Pilcher 
to  Major  OTallon,  communicating  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Gordon,  which  gave  an  account  of  the 
arrangements  for  himting  made  by  the  party.] 
This  unhappy  fracas  had  ariseu,  it  seemed,  while 
our  traders  were  marching,  trapping,  and  coun- 
ter-marching. [Here  Mr.  R.  quoted  the  letter 
from  General  Atkinson  to  General  Gaines,  en- 
closing another  from  General  Ashley  to  Mfyor 
G'Fallon.]  The  object  of  this  expedition,  Mr. 
R.  went  on  to  say,  was  to  procure  and  carry 
away  that  game  to  which  the  Indian  tribes  had 
as  just  a  right  as  any  of  us  have  to  the  property 
we  hold,  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution which  refers  to  the  exclusion  of  foreigners 
from  this  trade,  unless  we  could  effect  tills,  he 
was  persuaded  we  need  look  for  notiiing  but  a 
continual  recurrence  of  events  of  the  same  kind 
as  had  occurred — ^a  constant  waste  of  human 
life.  K  more  efficient  means  to  preserve  paciiSo 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  could  not  be 
devised,  or  were  impracticable,  then  we  had 
better  withdraw,  at  once,  our  troops  from  the 
Indian  country  altogether. 

Mr.  Yanoe  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  (to  exclude  foreigners 
from  the  Indian  trade,)  but  afterwards  with- 
drew the  amendment,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Rioh. 


WsDiTESDAT,  December  81. 
Another  member,  viz.,  from  Pennsylvania, 
Daniel  H.  Milleb,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Miami  Purchase, 

Mr.  Gazlat  submitted  the  following : 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblio 
Landarbe  instmcted  to  inqnire  Into  the  title  and  right 
of  the  United  States  in  and  to  one  township  of  land 
reserved  for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  entered 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  the  laws 
passed  in  1792  and  1803  relating  thereto." 

Mr.  Gazlat,  in  introducing  this  resolution  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  stated  that,  in  the  year 
1787,  John  0.  Symmes  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  for  one  million  of 
acres  of  land,  commonly  designated  as  ^*  the 
Miami  Purchase."  In  1792,  not  being  able  to 
pay  for  the  whole  of  this  tract,  he  petitioned 
that  the  extent  of  his  contract  might  be  cur- 
tailed to  800,000  acres— certain  reservations, 
made  in  the  first  contract,  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  education,  being  continued  un- 
changed. The  patent  which  issued  under  this 
last  form  of  the  contract,  reserved  one  entire 
township,  as  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  tract 
as  might  be,  for  this  use.  In  1803,  Congress 
passed  another  act  on  the  subject^  allowing  the 
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reservation  of  any  one  complete  township,  and 
in  case  of  non-compliance,  compelling  an  execu- 
tion of  the  trust,  Tmless  the  payment  of  $16,860 
would  release  the  obligation.  By  this  it  was 
manifest  that,  at  the  time.  Congress  viewed  it- 
self as  holding  the  fee  of  this  land.  In  conse- 
quence, there  was  a  charge  to  that  amount 
standing  against  J.  0.  Symmes,  on  the  public 
books,  since  the  year  1792.  It  was  on  these 
facts  that  he  offered  the  resolution.  During  a 
period  in  which  we  were  gathering  by  baskets- 
fnl,  Mr.  G.  said,  an  amount  like  this  might  be 
overlooked,  but  now,  it  was  necessary  to  gather 
up  the  crumbs  of  the  Treasury. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Condition,  <&c,  of  Greece, 

The  following  message  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States  was  read : 
To  the  House  of  Hepresentativea  of  the  Untied  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  re- 
port from  the  Seoretaiy  of  State,  with  accompanying 
documents,  containing  the  information  requested  by 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  19th  instant,  relat- 
ing to  the  condition  and  futore  prospects  of  the 
Greeks.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabhznoion,  Dee.  81,  1828. 

DsPABTHEirC  OF  StATB, 

Waskinfftom,  Dee,  81,  1823. 
The  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
tiie  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the  House 
any  information  he  may  have  received,  and  which  he 
may  not  deem  it  improper  to  communicate,  relating 
to  the  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks, 
has  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  President  the  papers 
in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the 
information  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Fbidat,  January  2,  1824. 

Boad/rom  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  in  the  Ter- 

ritory  <^  Arkansas. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  in  supporting  the  expediency 
of  the  bill,  stated  that  a  memoricd  on  the  same 
subject  had  last  session  been  received  from  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  a  favor- 
able report  made,  but  not  acted  on.  The  com- 
mittee now  believed  such  a  road  to  be  neces- 
sary, and  highly  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
that  Territory ;  but  too  expensive  for  its  present 
population  and  means.  It  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  uniting  the  two  great  bodies  of  settlers, 
the  seat  of  government  being  at  one  end  of  the 
road,  and  the  settlements  on  the  Mississippi  at 
the  other  end.  The  actual  distance  was  but 
160  miles ;  but  the  present  circuitous  road  ran 
three  times  that  length.  The  contemplated 
road  would  be  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  well 
as  to  the  Territory,  by  affording  transportation 


for  public  proper^,  and  by  openiBg  to  speeds 
settlement  the  military  lands  in  Arkansas,  k 
was  important  in  another  view.  The  white 
population  of  that  Territory  was  hut  abon 
16,000 ;  and  on  its  borders  were  nearly  50,000 
Indians.  It  wasevjdenthowrequiatQitvodi 
be,  in  case  hostilities  should  arise,  to  hare  sa 
easier  and  more  direct  mode  of  commimicatkii 
than  now  existed.  Many  aimikr  bills  lud 
passed  the  House,  but  none  of  them  moic 
proper,  from  all  the  circumstances,  thanthii 

The  bill,  having  been  read  by  sectioos,  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading — ayes  79,  noes  68. 

Agtfnt  to  Greece,  de. 

Mr.  Sloanb,  from  the  Committee  of  Qectki^ 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday.  caD  up 
the  report  of  that  committee  on  the  salject<^ 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Wnsov,  amemba 
from  New  York. 

The  Spbaexb  reminded  the  honorable  ms^ 
her  that  notice  had  been  given  for  the  discnaof 
of  Another  subject,  on  Monday:  aUudmgtolff. 
Websteb's  resolution  for  sending  an  agest  tt 
Greece. 

Mr.  FonrsBiT  said,  that  the  Speaker  had  it- 
ferred  to  a  subject^  in  regard  to  irMdv  bt 
wished  to  make  a  suggestion,  for  which  ^ 
would  use  the  present  occasion.  The  motia 
by  his  friend  from  MassachuaettB,  regpectlL' 
Greece,  stood  under  notice  for  Monday  nen 
That  question,  he  thought,  would  give  rise  ft 
the  discussion  of  other  subjects  ooime<^«^ 
with  our  foreign  relations.  It  would  be  r«^- 
lected  that,  after  notice  was  given  for  the  ^ 
cussion  of  that  subject  on  Monday  next,  a  cailHf 
information,  on  another  most  interesting  sol^jeA 
had  been  made,  on  the  motion  of  an  haaxm* 
member  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Maixaet,)  which 
had  not  yet  been  answered.  The  king  of  S^ 
it  was  understood,  had  declared  his  detenDiot* 
tion  to  reclaim  his  former  possessions  in  Anen- 
ca  by  force.  It  had  been  confidently  nunond. 
that  the  confederated  monarchs  of  Europe  weni 
about  to  take  some  measures  in  aid  of  this  ^ 
termination  of  tiie  king  of  Spain.  'When  tbe 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  l^Hiole « 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  sabjectof  tk 
agency  to  Greece,  that  would  be  a  conreniec* 
occasion  to  bring  forward  this  other  snlneet. 
They  were  somewhat  connected,  and  W 
would  doubtless  be  a  discussion  of  both  Bsi 
the  House  would  not  be  frdly  prepared  for  tbe 
discussion,  till  the  reply  should  come  m  ansrer 
to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont.  He  wiriied,  thenr 
fore,  that  his  friend  from  Maasachusette  vop 
consent  to  omit  the  calling  up  of  his  wfi^ 
on  Monday.' 

Mr.  Webstbb  said,  hefeltsolidtous— peri^ 
too  solicitous — ^to  bring  oit  his  motioD  aseiaHj 
as  convenient,  e^eciaily  as  some  mistaken  no- 
tion, as  he  thought,  of  its  nature  and  tendencr. 
bad  gone  abroad.  He  was  ftilly  persoaded  thi: 
the  course  indicated  by  that  motion  was  pz^ 
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ciselj  that  which  he  thought  the  Government 
ought  to  adopt;  that  nothing,  less  than  that 
would  satisfj  the  public  feeling  or  the  public  ex- 
pectation, and  that  the  sooner  it  was  done  the 
better.  He  thought  the  information  communi- 
cated this  morning  was  of  a  character  to 
strengthen  the  conviction,  where  it  existed,  and 
to  create  it  where  it  did  not  Nevertheless,  he 
was  unwilling  to  bring  on  the  motion,  while  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  thought  there  would 
be  a  convenience  resulting  from  delay.  He 
would,  therefore,  not  call  up  the  subject  on 
Monday.  And,  as  it  was  probable  there  would 
soon  be  an  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  he  would,  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  that  communication,  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  again  to  the  subject 

Report  on  the  Finances, 
The  Spbaxsb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States ;  which  letter  and  report 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  six  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  letter  and  report  are  as  follows : 

Treasubt  Depabticent,  Dee.  81,  1823. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  pre- 
pored  in  obedience  to  the  ^  Act  snpplementaiy  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Treasoiy  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vexy  respectfnlly,  sir,  jowc 
obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

To  (he  honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  Houte  of  RepretealaHvu, 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  '*  Act  snpple- 
mentaiy to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasory  Depart- 
ment,** the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasniy  lespectfblly  sab- 
mlts  the  following  report : 

1. — Of  the  Public  JUcvemie  and  Eapendkvree   of  the 
ytara  1822  and  1828. 
The  net  revenue  which  aocmed  from  dnties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1822,  amounted 
to 120,600,776  91 


The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury 

during  the  year  1822,  amounted  to  $20,282,427  94 
Viz: 

Customs  -    -    -    -  117,689,761  94 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock   -    -    -    - 

Dividends  on  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States     - 

.Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  direct 
tax,  and  inciden- 
tal receipts,  and 
repayments  under 
act  of  May  1, 
1820    -    -    -    -  641,684  46 


1,808,681  64 


297,600  00 


Makings  with  the  balance  in  the 
Vol.  Vn.— 89 


Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Januaiy, 
1822,  of 


1,681,692  24 


An  aggregate  of  -        -        -        -  $21,914,020  18 
.  The  expenditures  during  the  year 

1822,  amounted  to        -        -        -  17,676,692  68 
Vi«: 

Civil,     diplomatic, 
and  miscellaneous      $1,967,996  24 

Military  service,  in- 
dudmg  fortiiicatf  s 
ordnance,  Indian 
department,  revo- 
lutionaiy,  and  mi- 
litary pensions, 
arming  tiie  mili- 
tia, and  arreara- 
ges prior  to  the 
1st  of  Januaiy, 
1817   -    .    -    .        6,686,188  29 

Naval  service,  inclu- 
ding the  gradual 
increase  of  the 
navy   -    -    -    -        2,224,468  98 

PubHc  debt  -    -    -        7,848,949  12 

Leaving  a  balance  in  tiie  Treasury, 
on  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  1828,  of     -  4,287,427  66 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasn- 

ly  during  the  three  first  quarten  of 

the  year  1828,    are  estimated  to 

have  amounted  to    $16,174,086  26 

Viz: 


Customs     ... 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi' 
stock  .... 

Dividends  on  stock 
intheBankofthe 
United  States     - 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  and  durect 
tax,  and  inciden- 
tal receipts  -    - 

Repayment  of  ad- 
vances made  in 
the  War  Depart- 
ment, for  services 
or  supplies,  prior 
to  1st  July,  1816 

The  actual  receipts 
into  the  T^^ 
sury,  during  the 
fourth  quarter, 
are  estunated  at 


$16,019,892  74 
667,606,  78 
860,000  00 

102,726  16 

44,410  64 
4,270,000  00 


Making  the  total  estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
1828  .... 


-$20,444,086  26 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury, on  the  1st  Januaiy,  1828, 

forming  an  aggregate  of      •       -^24,681,462  81 
The    expenditures 

during  the  three 

first  quarters  of 

the   year   1828, 

are  estimated  to 

have  amounted  to    $11,422,847  80 
Viz: 
Civil,    dlplomalio^ 
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and    miscellane- 

ooB  -        -        -      $1,610,78514 

Military  service,  in- 
clndiDg  fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, rovolution- 
arj  and  milltazj 
pensions,  arminff 
the  militia,  and 
airearages  prior 
to  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1817  -    - 

Naval  service,  in- 
cluding the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the 
navy       -    -    - 

Public  debt     -    - 

The    expenditures 
during  the  fourth 
quarter,  are  es- 
timated at    -    - 
Vi»: 

CivU,  diplomatic, 
and  miscellane- 
ous    .... 

Military  service,  in- 
dnding  fortifica- 
tions^ ordnance, 
Indian  depart- 
ment, revolution- 
aiy  and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  Jaur 
naiy,  1817    -    -  899,449  98 

Naval  service,   in-  * 

eluding  the  grad- 
ual increase  of 
the  navy    -    -    -         726,776  46 

PubUcdobt      -    -        1,778,629  24 
Making  the  total  estimated  expen- 
diture of  the  year  1828     .    -    -    -(15,817,407  04 


4,888,715  62 


1,776,989  87 
8,761,407  17 


8,894,669  74 


489,704  11 


And  leaving  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  January,  1824,  an  estimated 
balance  of     -        -        -        - 


$9,864,055  77 


After  deducting  from  this  spm  certain  balances  of 
appropriations,  amounting  to  $2,897,086  47,  which 
are  necessary  to  efiect  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mates for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  balance  of 
$6,466,969  80  remains;  which,  with  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1824  constitutes 
the  means  for  defraying  the  current  Bervi$)e  of  that 
year. 

2.-0/  the  Public  Debt. 

The  funded  debt,  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  day 
of  October,  1822,  amounted  to  -       -  $17,189,852  60 

And  that  which  was  contracted  sub- 
sequentiy  to  the  1st  of  January,  1812, 
and  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822,  amounted  to  -       -        -    75,852,848  58 


Making  the  total  amount  of  fimded 


debt,  unredeemed  on  the  Isfe  of  Oo- 

tober,  1822  ....        .$93,042,701  IB 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year, 
tiiere  was  paid  the  sum  of       -        .    2,266,678  S 
Viz: 

Reimbursement  of 
^  per  ct.  deferred 
stock     ....  265,673,82 

Redemption  of  six 
per  cent,  stock,  of 
1820      ...    -        2,000,00000 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the        

l8tofJanuaiy,1828,to      ...    -90,777,02781 

From  that  day  to  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber last,  there  waa  added  to  the 
deblr- 

In  three  per  cent, 
stock      .    -    -    .  $182  89 

Treasury  note  six 
per  cent  stock  -    -  1,561  87 

Treasi'y  note  seven 
per  oent.  stock  -    -  185  00 

1,8»K 


Making  an  aggregate  of      -        -  $90,778,857 13 

During  the  same  period,  there  was 
paid,  in  rdmbursement  of  the  deferred 
six  per  cent,  stock       ....         827,028  9« 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1823,  to     -    -    -    -  $90,451,884  f  4 

Since  that  day  there  has  been  add- 
ed in  Treasury  note  six  per  cent  stock,  716  75 

Making  an  aggregate  of       -        -$90,452,550  99 

It  is  estmiated  that  the  reimburse- 
ment of  deferred  stock,  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  will 
amount  to     .....       $274,588  8» 


Which  will  reduce  the  funded  debt, 
unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1824,  to $90,177,96214 


The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing on  the  1st  of  October,  1828, 
is  estimated  at       -        -        -        - 


$26,122  00 


And  the  amount  of  Mismssippi  stock 
unredeemed  on  that  day  at       -        - 


$21;25S8T 


All  which  is  respectfVilly  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Tbkasubt  Depabtuesit,  Dec  31,  1823. 

Boad^  in  the  Territory  ofFloridcL. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  th« 

Whole. 

The  first  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Gall,  Delegate  from  the  Territorr  of 

Florida,  advocated  the  measure  proposed  by 

the  bill,  as  one  imperiously  demanded  by  tLc 

exigencies  and  peculiar  circumstances  of  tliiit 

coimtry,  and  eminently  calculated  to  advance 

its  setdement  and  prosperity.    The  popolation 

of  what  was  lately  the  Floridas,  he  said,  lies  &: 

the  two  opposite  extremities  of  the  territory. 

Augustine  and  Fensacola;  the  two  points  to  be 

connected  by  the  road  now  proposed.      TLe 

course  of  the  road  passed  through  a  ragioD  o£ 
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country  till  now  very  imperfectly  known,  but 
whose  fertility  was  calculated  to  attract  emi- 
gration. The  late  treaty,  by  which  the  whole 
of  this  country  had  been  transferred  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  opens  a  fine 
field  for  emigrating  enterprise,  and,  from  the 
richness  of  the  soil,  there  was  little  doubt  but 
that  the  interior  would,  in  a  short  time,  become 
densely  peopled.  The  road  which  at  present 
connects  the  two  points  he  had  mentioned, 
takes  a  circuitous  route  of  more  than  seven 
hundred  miles,  through  parts  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama;  whereas,  the  direct  course  of  Che 
new  road  would  make  the  distance  to  be  trav- 
elled about  three  hundred  and  seventy-six 
miles.  The  petition  on  which  the  bill  is  found- 
ed, asks  only  for  $20,000  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  making  this  road — an  amount  which,  when 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  undertaking  is  taken  into  view,  will  ap- 
pear, to  every  candid  person,  very  moderate. 
The  estimate  had  been  made  as  low  as  circum- 
stances would  allow,  but  it  was  hoped  that,  by 
a  judicious  expenditure,  that  amount  might  be 
rendered  sufficient.  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
very  fertile  tract,  through  which  the  road  is 
proposed  to  pass,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  Government,  as  public  property ;  few  or 
no  grants  having  been  made  of  lands  in  the  in- 
terior. The  rofwi  will,  therefore,  be  a  measure 
of  policy  to  the  Government,  from  its  effect  on 
the  value  of  its  lands,  as  well  as  of  great  bene- 
fit to  Florida. 

Mr.  GuRLET,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which 
provides  for  the  employment  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  making  the  road.  Favorable 
as  he  was  to  all  measures  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  to  the  particular  object  now  pro- 
posed, he  was  not  disposed  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  it,  to  jeopardize  liie  lives  of  the  soldiers 
by  employing  them  in  the  work.  It  was  a  fact 
well  faiown,  that  the  employment  of  the  troops 
in  works  of  this  description,  had,  in  many  in- 
stances, proved  fatal  to  them.  He  had  person- 
ally witnessed  this,  and  knew  it  to  be  true.  It 
had  for  some  time  been  the  policy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  so  to  employ  them,  but,  when  this 
policy  was  extended  to  southern  climates,  the 
soldiers  became  victims  of  the  occupation.  He 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  was  fidendly  to 
the  object  of  the  bill,  and  would  vote  for  it 
were  this  feature  removed. 

Mr.  Oajll,  in  reply,  said,  he  hoped  tJie 
amendment  would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would 
in  effect  defeat  the  bill  altogether.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  whUe  desirous  of  ex- 
empting the  troops  from  the  labor  of  making 
the  road,  had  proposed  no  substitute  for  them. 
For  himself,  Mr.  0.  said,  he  was  as  much  dis- 
posed to  foster  the  interests  and  preserve  the 
life  and  health  of  our  soldiery  as  any  man,  and 
as  much  opposed  to  setting  them  at  a  menial 
or  degrading  employment;  but  this  was  not 
such  an  employment  of  them,  nor  was  it  a  new 
proposition,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  matter  of 


every-day  occurrence.  The  object  to  be  ac- 
complished was  one  of  great  importance  to  the 
United  States,  in  a  national  view,  and'  might, 
without  impropriety,  occupy  the  leisure  of  a 
small  portion  of  her  troops.  As  to  its  exposing 
them  to  disease,  he  had  himself  lived  for  years 
in  Florida,  had  traversed  it  in  all  directions  and 
at  all  seasons,  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
its  climate,  and  he  did  not  apprehend  any  such 
consequence  as  the  gentleman  seemed  to  anti- 
cipate. Besides,  if  uie  bill  shall  now  pass,  the 
labor  will  be  finished  before  the  more  sickly 
months  arrive.  The  road  we  ask  for,  said  Mr« 
C,  can  soon  be  made.  We  do  not  contemplate, 
at  present,  any  great  or  costly  road,  such  as  it 
will  occupy  a  long  period  to  complete ;  all  that 
we  ask  or  look  for  will  expose  the  soldiers  to 
no  great  amount  either  of  labor  or  danger. 
Were  it  a  time  of  war,  indeed,  we  should  not 
think  of  so  employing  them ;  but  it  is  a  season 
of  profound  peace,  and  no  detriment  can  arise 
to  the  public  safety  or  interest  from  doing  it. 
In  fact,  the  road  must  be  made  in  this  way,  or 
not  at  all ;  for  the  country  is  so  sparsely  settled 
that  there  is  not  in  the  territory  a  population, 
either  in  sufficient  number,  or  of  the  proper 
kind,  to  accomplish  it. 

Mr.  OooKB,  of  Tennessee,  wished  to*  know 
from  the  gentleman  who  objected  to  this  em- 
ployment of  the  troops,  how  they  could  be  bet- 
ter employed?  We  have  had,  not  long  since, 
a  sad  experience  to  teach  us  that,  if  not  em- 
ployed in  something  that  is  useful,  they  will 
soon  employ  themselves  in  what  is  mischievous. 
We  have  got  them ;  we  have  paid  for  them ; 
we  must  feed  them ;  and  of  what  service  are 
they  to  us  if  we  may  not  employ  them  ? 

Mr,  GuBLEY,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  possible  he 
might  have  been  deceived  in  his  apprehensions ; 
he  presumed  the  gentleman  from  Florida  was 
better  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
that  country  than  he  was;  and  he  believed 
they  were  both  disposed  to  act  on  the  same 
principle.  He  was  persuaded,  if  his  fears  were 
not  visionary,  and  danger  did  really  exist,  all 
the  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the  bill 
would  be  as  ready  as  himself  to  avoid  incurring 
it  Certainly,  the  death  of  our  soldiers  was  to 
be  deprecated.  We  give  a  bounty  to  get  them, 
and  when  they  die,  the  Government  is  a  loser. 
What  he  had  stated  as  to  the  danger  of  the 
climate,  he  had  advanced  from  experience  and 
personal  observation.  He  kn^w,  and  could 
prove,  that,  out  of  a  full  company  recruited  in 
Boston,  in  May,  1821,  and  employed  that  sum- 
mer in  erecting  public  buildings  at  Baton 
Rouge,  only  fifteen  were  left  alive  at  the  dose 
of  the  season.  Was  it  right  to  expose  our 
troops  to  a  danger  of  this  kind  ?  It  might  be 
very  true  that,  if  employed  at  all,  in  time  of 
pace,  they  could  not  be  better  employed  than 
in  making  public  roads.  But,  was  there  any 
necessity  for  employing  them?  Because  we 
cannot  employ  soldiers  every  day  in  the  year 
in  actual  labor,  are  we  to  disband  them?  Our 
soldiers  are  the  salvation  of  the  country;  to 
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them  we  look  when  her  soil  is  invaded  or  hep 
liberty  threatened.  It  might  be  that  the 
climate  of  Florida  was  attended  with  no  snch 
danger  as  he  had  mentioned,  though,  from  its 
situation,  he  should  expect  its  climate  greatly 
to  resemble  that  of  Louisiana.  He  once  more 
avowed  that  he  was  entirely  the  fHend  of  the 
measure ;  and,  if  no  substitute  for  his  amend- 
ment could  be  provided,  he  should  be  unwilling, 
by  insisting  on  it,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  bet- 
ter use  could  be  made  of  the.  public  money  than 
to  apply  it  to  roads,  canals,  and  internal  im- 
provements. We  could  not  leave  to  posterity 
a  better  inheritance. 

Mr.  Tbimblk,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  be 
sorry  were  the  amendment  to  prevail.  The 
question  of  employing  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  in  laboring  at  public  works,  was  one 
which  had  been  frequently  discussed  upon  this 
floor;  and  he  believed  the  mind  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  nation,  was  made  up  on  its  propri- 
ety. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
Lad  spoken  of  the  mortality  attending  the 
Southern  climate.  But  were  Congress  to  re- 
linquish the  idea  of  employing  the  soldiers  on 
this  road,  and  to  send  five  hundred  citizens 
from  civil  life  to  do  the  work,  would  not  they 
be  in  as  great  danger  as  the  soldiers,  or  was  it 
important,  in  the  question  of  climate,  whether 
a  man  wore  a  military  coat  or  a  homespun  one? 
If  the  object  sought  was  the  saving  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  human  life,  then  it  was  surely  hu- 
manity to  employ  the  soldiers ;  for,  suppose  we 
have  in  Plorida  five  hundred  troops,  and  we 
send  in  addition  five  hundred  citizens,  then  the 
climate  makes  war  upon  one  thousand  human 
beings  instead  of  five  hundred.  He  remem- 
bered, indeed,  that  General  Wilkinson  had  in- 
formed the  nation  that  a  soldier  is  a  gentleman, 
and  must  do  no  labor ;  and  yet  the  same  great 
general,  almost  in  the  very  same  paragraph,  had 
set  this  gentleman  to  carrying  a  knapsack,  with 
FIX  days^  provision,  on  his  back.  For  himself^ 
bis  judgment  had  always  been  in  favor  of  em- 

Eloying  the  troops  in  making  roads  upon  our 
rontier.  Forts,  indeed,  he  would  not  set  them 
to  build ;  not  because  it  was  laborious,  but  be- 
cause forts  usually  were  built,  and  could  be 
built,  both  better  and  cheaper,  by  contract. 

Mr.  Shabps,  of  New  York,  recurring  to  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  in- 
sisted on  the  economy  of  employing  the  troops 
on  this  object.  Here  was  a  road  of  850  mUes 
to  be  made,  and  there  were  already  750  troops 
in  the  territory  through  which  the  road  is  to 
pass.  These  troops  receive,  when  working  on 
roads  10  or  15  cents  per  day,  additional  wages, 
(no  small  matter  to  a  soldier ;)  was  it  not  bet- 
fer  to  hire  hands  at  10  or  15  cents  a  day,  than 
to  send  to  the  North  for  workmen,  who  must 
be  paid  at  the  rate  of  75  or  100  cents? 

Mr.  *  HsiiFHiLL  observed  that  our  soldiery 
had  freq^uently  been  employed  in  works  of  this 
description,  and  it  was  a  general  observation, 
that  they  were  never  healthier  than  when  thus 


occupied.  K  they  had  experienced  jmmaH 
mortality  at  the  South,  it  was  from  the  decy 
of  the  climate,  not  those  of  the  moderate  kbor 
to  which  they  were  exposed.  The  troops  dov 
proposed  to  be  employed  were  not  to  be  se&t 
into  the  climate  of  Florida;  they  were  almdj 
stationed  there,  and  it  was  a  settled  point,  tint 
the  President  might  employ  them  at  his  discre- 
tion. The  Romans  always  employed  their  goI- 
diera  on  roads;  this  practice  was  common  with 
the  ancients,  some  of  whose  noblest  monnmects 
of  public  utility  were  the  work  of  their  annie. 
It  was  surely  useless  to  keep  soldiers  in  idi^ 
ness,  when  useful  and  healthful  eiDploynieat 
could  be  found  for  them. 

Mr.  Sandfobd,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  that 
the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  migfat 
be  obviated,  and  the  general  measure  not  pre- 
vented, if  he  modified  his  amendment,  so  ^  to 
confine  the  employment  of  the  troops  to  oertah 
months  of  the  year,  so  as  to  avoid  the  ackh 
season. 

Mr.  Henbt,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  troofs 
in  Florida  were  stationed,  and  would  be  kept  in 
that  country,  to  maintain  oar  possession  of  H: 
no  new  destination  of  troops,  therefore,  ^ 
contemplated  by  the  bill.  Both  the  points  i> 
tended  to  be  connected  by  the  proposed  rcil 
were  military  stations.  They  were  far  ^art, 
and  in  case  one  of  them  should  be  attacked,  it 
was  fit  that  there  should  be  a  direct  and  6p«edT 
commnnication  between  them.  The  power  to 
employ  the  troops  is  discretionary,  and  ii 
whose  hands,  asked  Mr.  H.,  is  it  reposed?  la 
the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  lie 
Army.  If  the  President  of  the  United  Siat& 
in  the  exercise  of  his  sagacity  and  Tigihofit 
should  perceive  danger  to  arise  from  snch  ec- 
ployment  of  the  soldiers,  he  has  it  in  his  po«<;. 
and  doubtless  will  have  it  in  his  wish,  to  aroiii 
that  danger.  But  the  danger  is  vision^- 
Would  not  the  soldier  himself  asked  Mr.  IL 
prefer  employment,  to  the  dull  moDOton.T  d 
gairrison  duty — to  the  eternal  recurrence  of  tb* 
same  scene  in  the  same  place?  The  fears  ei- 
pressed  on  this  subject  contradicted  all  tbeerj 
and  all  experience;  inaction  has  ever  bees 
found  to  produce  both  moral  and  phy^ 
maladies — while,  on  the  other  hand,  emploj- 
ment  is  healthful  alike  to  body  and  mind. 

The  question  beinff'  taken  on  the  motioQ  c^ 
Mr:  QuELET,  to  strike  out  the  second  aecn» 
of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by^ 
hurge  meyority. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  ^ 
tails  of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engroBsei 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 


Monday,  January  5. 
Casta  in  Fatont  Casa, 
Mr.  Y^^BSTKB,  from  the  Committee  on  tb 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  cob- 
cerning  costs  in  certain  cases,  reported  the  same. 
with  the  amendment  directed  by  the  instna- 
tions  of  the  House,  viz :  the  subetltntion  of  ooe 
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hundred  dollars  in  place  of  thirty  dollars,  as  the 
minimam  of  damages  awarded  by  a  jury,  on 
which  costs  should  be  allowed. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  as  amended — 

Mr.  Wbbbteb  said,  that,  on  the  introduction 
of  this  bill  to  the  House,  a  few  days  ago,  he  had 
stated  the  reason  for  proposing  this  bill,  to  be, 
that^  though  the  law  limited  the  recovery  of 
costs,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  gen- 
eral oases,  to  suits  involving  an  amount  not  less 
than  five  hundred  dollars,  Uiere  was  a  propriety 
of  a  reduction  of  the  minimum  in  the  case  of 
suits  by  patentees,  because  it  was  supposed  to 
be  matter  of  necessity  for  the  patentee  to  sue 
in  the  Federal  courts.  An  honorable  member 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  suggested  that  the 
State  courts  have  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  this 
description ;  but,  Mr.  W.  said,  if*  the  honorable 
member  would  refer  to  the  law,  he  would  see 
that  the  act  of  Congress  which  creates  the 
right  prescribes  the  remedy,  and  provides  that 
the  patentee  may  sue  for  it  in  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  that  phrase- 
ology it  was  presumed  that  he  could  not  sue 
elsewhere  than  in  those  courts. 

Mr.  Bttohanan  had  objections  to  the  whole 
bill.  What,  asked  he,  is  the  law  in  the  case  of 
patentees  as  it  now  stands?  A  most  extraor- 
dinary distinction  over  other  clients  is  made  in 
their  favor,  by  granting  them  judgment  for 
three  times  the  amount  of  damages  awarded  by 
a  jury.  And  what  does  the  bill,  now  before 
the  House,  propose  to  do  in  favor  of  those  fa- 
vored individuals?  To  superadd  costs  to  that 
treble  verdict.  He  would  ask,  whether  such  a 
measure  is  right ;  whether  it  is  politic ;  wheth- 
er it  is  just?  He  thought  it  would  be  neither. 
He  thought  it  far  better  to  let  the  law  remain 
as  it  now  standd.  What  had  been  the  history 
of  this  country  on  the  subject  of  patent  rights  ? 
It  was  known  to  all,  that  the  privilege  granted 
by  the  patent  law,  had  been  extensively  diffused 
through  the  Union.  The  number  of  patents 
actually  issued  was  very  great;  the  number 
pretended  to  be  enjoyed  was  greater  still.  Im- 
positions were  multiplied.  In  some  districts  of 
the  Union  very  large  amounts  of  money  had 
been  collected  from  sudi  as  were  afraid  of  the 
expense  of  a  lawsuit,  by  persons  claiming  to 
have  a  patent  for  the  use  or  manufacture  of  cer- 
tain articles;  and,  after  they  had  gone  through 
a  whole  region,  thus  practising  on  the  fears  or 
ignorance  of  the  inhabitants,  it  turned  out, 
when  at  last  some  one  had  hardihood  enough 
to  contest  their  claim,  that  they  had  no  right 
at  all.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  those 
States  which  were  of  extensive  size,  and  the 
distance  from  the  circuit  court  occasioned  for- 
midable expenses  in  resorting  to  trial  The 
claimant  brings  a  patent  in  his  hand,  and  thus 
has  prima  faeie  evidence  of  the  validity  of  his 
right ;  he  asks,  perhaps,  but  eight  or  ten  dol- 
lars for  the  article ;  who  would  not  rather  pay 
that  sum  than  run  the  risk  of  travelling  one  or 
two  hundred  mileS)  to  the  circuit  court,  taking 


witnesses  with  him,  at  the  risk,  if  he  fails,  of 
having  treble  daml^^e8  to  pay,  and,  if  this  bill 
passes,  costs  to  boot?  He  could  scarce  con- 
ceive of  a  measure  better  calculated  to  enable 
designing  men  to  roam  at  large  and  prey  upon 
the  community.  He  thought,  for  his  part,  that 
the  law  was  already  hara  enough.  It  gave 
already  enormous  advantages  to  the  patentee 
over  his  opponent;  and  if  costs  were  to  be 
superadded,  it  destroyed  all  prospect  of  suc- 
cessful contest..  Oosts,  it  must  be  remembered, 
are,  in  their  nature,  very  indeterminate ;  their 
amount  might  increase  to  such  a  sum  as  would 
ruin  a  man.  To  be  sure,  the  amendment  now 
reported  makes  the  bill  better,  so  &r  as  it  goes ; 
but,  even  under  the  bill,  as  amended,  if  a  pat- 
entee does  but  obtain  a  verdict  for  thirty-four 
dollars,  he  gets  his  costs  also  allowed  him,  be- 
cause treble  the  verdict  runs  over  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  brings  him  within  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  Is  it  not  proper,  asked  Mr.  B.,  that 
the  pretended  patentee  shall  first  be  made  to 
establish  his  right  before  his  opponent  is  threat- 
ened with  treble  damages  and  costs?  He 
thought  the  law  should  at  least  be  left  unal- 
tered ;  for  himsel£  he  felt  more  disposed  to  cur- 
tail than  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  LivxBMORB  said,  that,  at  first,  he  had 
viewed  the  object  and  provisions  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  as  proper  and  expedient ;  but,  on  far- 
ther reflection,  he  had  seen  reason  to  alter  that 
opinion.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  fault 
of  the  system  did  not  lie  so  much  in  that  fea- 
ture of  it  which  allowed  costs  where  damages 
over  one  hundred  dollars  were  obtained,  but  in 
that  which  previously  allowed  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  to  be  treble.  Why  should  not  suitors 
under  the  patent  law  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  other  suitors  ?  The  alteration  he 
wished  to  prevail  was  tie  repeal  the  treble  dam- 
ages and  allow  costs  in  all  cases.  But  if  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  alter  that  provi* 
sion,  then  he  thought  that  costs  should  be  given, 
rather  where  the  amount  was  under  one  hun- 
dred dollars  than  over  that  sum.  If  a  verdict 
was  obtained  for  Ten  dolliurs  and  treble,  the  ad- 
ditional twenty  dollars  was  not  likely  to  be 
enough  to  cover  the  costs.  He  wished  to  see 
the  whole  system  placed  under  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  be  remodelled ;  he  would 
also  give  the  State  courts  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion with  those  of  the  United  States,  in  cases 
under  the  patent  law. 

Mr,  Wbbstbb,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buohakak, 
said  that  he  felt  no  particular  anxiety  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill ;  but,  having  charge  of  the 
bill,  it  seemed  proper  of  him  to  say  something 
in  its  defence.  The  House  would  recollect,  he 
said,  that  this  whole  case  of  patents  is  taken, 
by  the  law,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  courts, 
the  jurisdiction  over  it  being  exclusively  re- 
served to  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The 
power  of  legislating  on  this  subject  is  taken 
from  the  States  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And,  at  this  time  of  day,  and  be- 
fore this  Assembly,  Mr.  W.  said  he  need  not 
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argue  that  the  right  of  the  inventor  is  a  high 
property;  it  is  the  fruit  of  his  mind — ^it  be- 
longs to  him  more  than  any  other  property — he 
does  not  inherit  it — he  takes  it  by  no  man^s 
gift — it  peculiarly  belongs  to  him,  and  he  ought 
to  be  protected  in  the  ei\joyment  of  it.  R*e- 
cisely  as  the  arts  advance,  Mr.  W.  -went  on  to 
say,  does  property  of  this  description  become 
YiJuable ;  where  the  nicest  machinery  is  in  oper- 
ation, it  is  there  that  the  improvements  of  in- 
ventors are  in  the  highest  estimation — ^and  with 
regard  to  those  branches  of  industry  which 
have  been  most  successful  in  this  country,  they 
are  more  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  of  invent- 
ors— to  the  power  of  mind  in  the  improvement 
of  machinery,  than  to  another  species  of  aid 
which  they  nave  received  from  time  to  time. 
It  is  to  encourage  these  inventions  that  our 
patent  laws  are  designed.  Is  it  any  answer  to 
this  argument  in  their  &vor,  that  impositions 
are  sometimes  practised  under  cover  of  these 
laws  ?  Is  it  not  so  with  every  thing  else  9  With 
regard  to  land,  for  example — ^are  there  not 
many  persons  pretending  to  have  titles  to  land 
who  really  have  no  title?  Are  there  not  as 
many  speculations  in  landed  property  as  in  the 
property  of  mind?  And  shall  a  man  not  re- 
cover his  right  to  land  because  the  world  is  full 
pf  pretensions  of  right  to  land  where  no  right 
exists  ?  Surely  not.  It  was  said  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  the  West  the  othe^  day,  that 
the  people  in  his  part  of  the  country  did  not 
know  that  there  was  such  a  thing  ta  a  patent 
office  in  the  country,  or  such  a  clause  in  the 
constitution  as  that  which  relates  to  patent 
rights.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  know  that  on 
this  account  the  House  should  accommodate  its 
legislation  precisely  to  that  state  of  information. 
The  error  was  not  in.  the  eonstitution  or  the 
patent  laws,  but  in  me  want  of  Ibiowledge 
among  the  people,  and  could  only  be  corrected 
by  its  difusion.  In  restricting  die  patentee  to 
the  recovery  of  mere  Judicial  damages,  Mr.  W. 
continued,  justice  was  not  done  to  him.  He 
cannot  sue  for  ail  his  right  at  once,  because  the 
violations  by  which  he  is  deprived  of  it  are 
numerous.  Suppose  you  were  to  compel  a 
man,  in  suing  for  land,  to  sue  for  it  acre  by 
acre— he  might  get  his  land,  indeed,  but  he 
would  be  ruined  by  the  process  of  recovery.  It 
was  because  the  particular  iinury  in  the  case  of 
the  violation  of  a  patent  right  was  small,  and 
the  expense  of  redressing  it  great,  that  liie  pro- 
vision of  this  bill  appeared  to  be  expedient.  A 
redress  of  the  actual  injury  was  not  sufficient 
in  this  dass  of  cases — ^if  the  penalty  for  the  vio- 
lation was  not  sufficient  to  act  in  terrorem,  it 
was  nothing.  Do  not  all  penal  statutes,  Mr. 
W.  asked,  go  on  the  ground,  that  damages  are 
not  only  to  be  given  to  indemnify  a  sufferer  in 
a  particular  case,  but  to  such  an  amount  as  to 
deter  others  from  doing  the  like?  The  argu- 
ment oi  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be- 
sides, went  too  far.  If  the  damages  are  award- 
ed at  five  hxmdred  dollars,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  costs  are  allowed ;  whilst,  if  the  dama- 


ges be  but  ten  dollars,  they  are  not  allowei 
What  justice  was  there  in  this?  Where  u 
action  is  brought  to  recover  damages  far  the 
use  of  an  invention  or  improvement  in  m^ 
chinery,  the  common  rule  is,  to  settle  the 
amount  of  damages  at  the  enle  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle; and  one  of  the  injurious  couaeqnencesto 
defendants  themselves,  from  the  preseot  state 
of  the  law,  is,  that  the  juries  give  as  nocb 
damages  as  will  carry  the  costs.  He  oonklas- 
sure  tiie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvama,  what- 
ever might  be  said  in  other  parts  of  the  conih 
try,  there  was  no  right  which  an  iodepeodent 
jury  of  the  part  of  the  country  m  which  he 
resided  would  protect  with  more  certunt j  or 
vigilance,  than  the  patent  right  In  a  ckir 
case,  where  the  intention  to  deprive  the  in- 
ventor of  the  benefit  of  his  patent  was  ohrio^ 
the  jury  would,  in  idmost  any  case,  ^ve  dama- 
ges to  the  fitll  amount  of  five  hundred  doflaia 
This  bilL  therefore,  would,  in  this  respect,  be 
beneficial  to  the  defendants  themaelTeflL  On 
the  part  of  patentees  there  were  so  many  thiii^ 
to  be  proved — ^for  instance,  that  the  iiiTentiin 
is  new,  that  it  is  useful,  that  the  specification  is 
accurate,  &c. — so  much  nicety  was  required,  aa  j 
to  throw  sufficient  obstacles  iii  his  way.  Tbt 
right  of  the  patentee,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  ou 
which  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  Stattf 
had  authorized  and  enjoined  upon  C(Higres 
to  protect;  the  party  injured  has  nosecoritj 
or  resort  elsewhere,  but  to  the  courts  of  tbe 
United  States;  and  if  it  was  reasonable  thit 
in  such  case  he  should  be  entitled  to  recover 
costs  where  the  damages  amoxmt  to  one  hoa* 
dred  dollars,  then  this  bill  ought  to  pass;  if  not. 
it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  BuoHAKAN,  in  reply,  observed,  that  ao 
one  could  be  more  disp<»ed  to  protect  the  jos: 
rights  of  patentees  than  he  was ;  nor  conld  la; 
person  concur  more  heartily  than  he  did  in  tk 
sentiments  of  the' honorable  gentleman  frpa 
Massachusetts  respecting  the  property  whid 
an  inventor  has  in  that  which  is  the  prodo(^cf 
his  own  genius ;  yet  he  held  it  to  be  a  principl« 
in  legislation,  while  guarding  the  rights  of  o» 
individual  not  to  forget  or  to  impair  those  c/ 
the  rest  oi  the  community.  A  wise  legislai^r 
was  bound  to  give  equal  protection  to  the  ri^& 
of  alL  Ever  since  the  passage  of  the  mioA 
law  under  the  constitution,  the  courts  had  btefl 
open  to  patentees,  and  the  burden  of  proof  W 
always  been  oast  on  the  violator  of  his  pa- 
tent He  must  prove  that  his  act  was  no  vio- 
lation of  the  patent,  or  that  the  patent  'was  la 
itself  invalid.  This  operated,  at  least  in  thsx 
part  of  the  Union  which  he  had  the  honor  \v 
represent,  as  a  great  hardship;  yet  it  had  beea 
cheerfully  submitted  to,  and  the  mere  produc- 
tion of  the  patent  was  allowed  to  be  presump- 
tive evidence  in  favor  of  the  patentee.  Bat  th* 
law  went  farther ;  it  not  only  threw  the  bur^ 
den  of  proof  on  the  alleged  violator,  hot  ii 
tripled  all  damages  against  him.  And  now  it 
was  proposed  to  go  farther  BtaH,  and  to  al'^>^ 
all  costs  in  the  bargtun,  wherever  these  ddio^ 
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g08  should,  when  tripled,  amonnt  to  $100.  Had 
he  rightly  heard  and  nnderstood  the  gentleman 
fl-om  Maasaohnsetts  ?  Did  he  eaj  that,  in  that 
part  of  the  Union,  a  jury  would  always  ^ve  a 
verdict  of  $500  ?  If  such  were  the  fact,  he  did 
not  wonder  that  the  voice  of  the  community 
was  never  heard  against  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  Who  would  not  rather  pay  $10  than  run 
the  risk  of  a  verdict  of  $800,  to  be  tripled 
with  costs  9  No  wonder  there  was  a  deep 
silence.  The  act,  as  amended  by  this  bill, 
placed  the  community  at  the  mercy  of  paten- 
tees. To  oblige  a  man  to  go  two  or  three  hun- 
dred miles  to  court,  then  oblige  him  to  prove 
the  patent  false,  and,  if  he  fells,  to  make  him 
pay  triple  damages,  and  costs  of  suit,  is  to  place 
an  array  of  obstacles  in  the  way  that  must,  in 
most  cases,  effectually  prevent  the  validity  of 
patents  from  being  ever  contested.  Such  ought 
not  to  be  the  practical  operation  of  law  on  uiis 
subiect.  If  tne  law  is  left  as  it  now  stands, 
will  the  patentee  suffer  any  iignry  9  None  at 
all.  Suppose  his  patent  is  a  good  and  valid  one, 
and  suppose  he  has  to  sue  in  order  to  establish 
that  fact,  will  not  such  a  suit  be,  in  effect,  a  ben- 
efit? Can  he  not  thenceforth  exhibit  with  his 
patent  the  verdict  that  has  confirmed  it  ?  But, 
if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will  go  forth 
throughout  the  country  to  let  loose  unprinci- 
pled pretenders  to  prowl  upon  the  conununity. 
He  was  very  sorry  it  had  been  his  lot  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  for  whose  opinions  no  man  cher- 
ished a  more  profound  respect;  but  he  had 
been  reluctant^  ureed  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
oijpose  a  bill  which  he  conceived  to  be  fraught 
with  imury. 
Mr.  Glabks,  of  New  York,  then  moved 

*«  That  the  biU,  with  Hie  amendment,  be  reoommit- 
ted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndicxaiy,  with  instmo- 
tions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so 
mnch  of  the  law  upon  the'  subject  of  the  violation  of 
patents,  as  provides  for  the  recoveiy  of  triple  damages 
in  salts  brought  by  patentees  for  such  violation,  and 
that  where  judgment  shall  pass  for  defendant,  or  the 
plaintiff  become  non-suit,  or  suffer  discontinuance, 
the  defendant  shall  recover  doable  costs.** 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  re- 
committed accordingly. 

Eoad  from  Memphis  to  Little  Boeh  in  the  Ter- 
ritory ofArkaneae, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  surveying 
and  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  Tennes- 
see, to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bassktt  rose  and  said,  that,  as  several 
bills  on  this  subject  were  before  the  House,  he 
wished  that  opportunity  might  be  afforded,  to 
those  who  have  constitutional  objections  to 
acting  on  the  subject  at  aU.  to  discuss  the  gen- 
eral principle  before  going  mto  the  details.  This 
was  more  widely  involved  in  the  general  bill 
which  had  been  reported  for  estimates  and  sur- 
veys, &o. ;  and,  in  order  to  await  a  decision  on 
that  bill,  he  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table, 


with  an  intention  that  it  should  not  be  called 
up  until  after  the  general  bill  should  be  acted 
upon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  inquired 
whether  any  part  of  this  road  was  to  pass 
through  the  State  of  Tennessee,  or  wheUier  the 
whole  of  it  lay  exclusively  in  Arkansas  ?  His 
vote  would  entirely  depend  upon  the  answer  to 
this  question.  [Alter  it  was  answered,  that  no 
part  of  this  road  would  pass  through  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  Mr.  F.  said  he  had  then  no  objec- 
tion to  the  bilL*] 

Mr.  Alle^t,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill, 
as  it  would  be  a  saving  of  more  than  four  or 
five  hundred  miles  to  emigrants,  in  reaching  thf 
lands  of  that  Territory,  and  thus  facilitate 
greatly  the  settlement  of  the  public  lands.  It 
was  no  new  precedent,  but  had  frequently  been 
done  for  Territories  less  insulated  than  Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr.  Conway  stated  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Memphis  is  situated  on  the  Jlast  bank  of  Missis-' 
slppi  Biver,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  at  the  point  on  the  river 
commonly  denominated  the  Lower  Chickasaw 
Bluffs.  No  part  of  the  road,  therefore,  could 
go  through  Tennessee  unless  it  was  made  pur- 
posely retrograde  to  effbct  that  object.  To 
show  that  the  present  was  no  novel  application 
to  Congress,  Mr.  C.  referred  to  a  series  of  acts 
makiuff  appropriations  for  similar  objects.  In 
1806,  $6,400  was  granted  for  a  road  from  the 
frontier  of  Georgia  toward  New  Orleans,  in  the 
81st  degree  of  north  latitude;  $6,000  was 
granted  the  same  year  for  a  road  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Ohio :  $6,000  for  another 
road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez. 

In  1811,  $6,000  was  appropriated  for  two 
roads  to  the  south  of  Lake  Erie.  In  1816, 
$8,000  was  given  for  a  road  from  Shawnee 
Town,  on  the  Ohio,  to  Eask^skia. 

$10,000  had  been  granted,  in  1816,  to  open  a 
road  from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Georgia,  to  Fdrt 
Stoddart,  in  Alabama,  and  another  from  Colum- 
bia, Tennessee,  to  MadisonviUe,  in  Louisiana. 

He  enumerated  also  several  grants  of  $4,000 
and  $5,000,  for  the  repair  of  roads  in  several 
parts  of  the  frontier.  He  was  fieur  from  com- 
plaining of  this  liberality  to  others — ^all  he 
asked  was  a  proper  participation  by  the  Terri- 
tory he  represented.  That  Territory  was  in- 
sulated in  its  ffltuation ;  with  a  population  of  but 
50,000  white  inhabitants,  it  contained  from 
40,000  to  50,000  Indians.  From  various  indi- 
cations of  uneasiness  among  the  latter,  there 
was  a  general  anticipation  of  another  Indian 
war,  twelve  or  eighteen  montiis  hence,  possibly 
sooner.  Without  such  a  road,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  transport  troops  and  munitions  of 
war  into  that  Territory  to  any  effect.  What 
they  asked  for  was  a  military  and  post  road. 


•  Mr.  Floyd  wu  one  of  the  strict  constnictlon  school  of 
Tifiglnla,  and,  it  to  presumed,  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the 
whole  school  In  what  he  said. 
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The  United  States  owned  withij^  that  Territory 
more  than  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which 
could  not  come  to  a  market  for  want  of  a  road 
to  get  to  it.  He  had,  besides,  been  informed, 
both  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Quarter- 
master General,  that  the  delay  of  mails  to  and 
from  the  Territory  was  so  great  that  no  returns 
had  been  received  in  proper  time,  if  at  all ;  the 
proposed  road  would  remove  this  evil,  and 
facilitate  the  communication  with  Government. 

Mr.  IsACKs.  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill  at 
considerable  length,  dwelling  on  the  facilities  it 
would  furnish  to  emigration,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Terrltory^-on  the  importance  of 
the  Territory,  as  a  part  of  our  frontier  toward 
Texas,  and  the  policy  of  obtaining  for  it  a  sub- 
stantial and  speedy  population. 

Mr.  OoNWAT,  perceiving  that  some  members 
seemed  to  feel  hesitation  respecting  the  bill,  as 
proposing  a  road  which  began  its  course  in 
Tennessee,  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  provide  for  the 
road's  commencing  within  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  at  a  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mis^ssippi,  opposite  to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  thought  that  there  was  no  ne- 
OMsity  for  this,  if  a  better  road,  and  cheaper, 
might  be  obtained  by  passing  for  a  few  miles 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee.  While  up,  he 
would  remark,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
ilie  Territory  of  Arkansas  came  within  our 
jurisdiction  solely  by  the  treaty  which  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States;  these  bad  cer- 
tainly a  strong  claim  on  us  for  protection.  They 
were  exposed  to  peculiar  danger  from  the  great 
accumulation  of  Indians  within  that  territory 
since  it  became  United  States  property,  which 
was  produced  by  the  wise  policy  pursued  by  our 
Government  in  other  parts  of  the  frontier,  in 
separating  the  tribes  from  each  other.  In 
Arkansas  they  were  now  in  a  measure  concen- 
trated, and  being  withal  much  dissatisfied,  there 
was  ribme  prospect  of  war.  5,000  Oherokees 
are  to  be  added  to  their  numbers  in  the  spring. 
Should  a  war  break  out,  the  necessity  for  the 
road  was  manifest.  Mr.  T.  was  decidedly 
friendly  to  the  bill. 

Some  ftirther  conversation  took  place,  when 
the  bill  was  recommitted. 


Tttxsdat,  January  6. 
A  Message  from  the  PBBsiDEirr  op  thb  Unit- 
KD  States,  received  yesterday,  was  read  as 
follows : 

To  the  House  of  HfpreseiUalivea  of  the  UhUed  SuOu: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  ro- 
qaestiDg  copies  of  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot, 
muskets,  and  other  small  arms,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1820,  and  for 
other  detailed  information  therein  specified,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  report,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, from  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  January  5,  1824. 


The  Message  and  aocompanjing  doenmesiB 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Memphis  and  Little  Bock  Arhmai  Tem- 
torialBoad.' 
Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Oommittee  oqBoi& 
and  Oanala,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bi 
to  authorize  the  surveying  and  mfl^ingarad 
from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tenmee^to 
Little  Bock,,  in  the  Territory  of  Arksaaaa,  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment,  vbkk 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  mi 
ordered  to  be  re-engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ouachita  Land  Claim  qf  the  Marquis  de  Maim 
Bouge  (Red  House.) 

Mr.  Bbent  moved  that  the  House  do  cometo 
the  following  resolution : 

Hetolved,  That  the  report  of  the  land  commuaioxii 
in  Louisiana,  together  with  all  the  evidence,  ptpen, 
and  documents,  on  file  in  this  House,  relaiiTe  to  tk 
claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de  Jiam 
Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Ouachita,  in  Lomaisi, 
containing  thirty  square  leagues,  or  upwards,  U  »• 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  daiai, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  with  a  vieito 
the  final  disposal  of  the  same. 

The  resolution,  after  some  debate^  was » 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memorial  of  D.  TT.  Coxe^  representing  tJieckm 
of  die  Marquis  de  Maison  Bouge. 

Mr.  Oamfbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commitee 
on  Land  Claims,  stated  he  was  instracted  \fj 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Cltdms,  to  d 
that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  cs- 
sideration  of  the  memorial  of  Daniel  W.  te 
for  a  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  to  ti 
Marquis  de  Maison  Bouge,  and  tlie  accompa:][- 
ing  documents.  As  a  reason  for  making  ths 
request,  he  said,  several  members,  of  whomb: 
was  one,  had  reeeived  several  letters  from  It. 
Coze,  intimating  he  had  not  requested  any  per- 
son to  bring  his  claim  before  Congress  at  ^ 
session;  that  he  had  withdrawn  hifi'voacheRi 
had  sought  redress  in  the  courts  of  Loauia 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  any  step  to  be  ta^ 
by  Congress  in  relation  to  his  daim. 

Mr.  C.  said  among  the  cases  referred  to  t)i 
committee,  there  was  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Cai& 
dated  in  1820 ;  that  there  waa  on  file  no  pros 
to  support  his  daim,  but  much  intended  tois- 
validate  it  He  hoped  the  committee  wonldbi 
discharged. 

Mr.  Bbbnt  opposed  this  request,  and  coDte* 
ed  that,  as  to  this  claim,  it  was  the  duty  of  t^ 
House  to  decide  upon  its  validity.  It  had  t*i 
reported  on  four  years  ago,  and  the  final  dec- 
sion  had  been  delayed  by  Mr.  Coxe  all  tbatiin«; 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  lands  ^^ 
held  back  from  market,  to  the  great  injorrbji^ 
of  Louisiana  and  the  United  State  v.  He  dc» 
withdraws  his  papers ;  but  this  should  not  f^ 
vent  an  investigation.  Did  he  believe  tlnrv 
was  a  shadow  of  equity  in  the  daimj  Hr.  h- 
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would  act  otherwise ;  bat  knowing,  as  he  did, 
that  the  claim  was  illegal,  and  believing  it  to 
be  a  most  iniquitous  one,  he  wished  that  a  de- 
cision of  the  committee  might  be  had,  to  put 
an  end  to  it.  He  admitted,  as  a  general  posi- 
tion, that  every  petitioner  has  a  right  to  with- 
draw his  petition;  but  there  were  exceptions 
to  the  rule. 

Mr.  7.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  urged  the 
propriety  of  discharging  the  committee  from 
the  consideration  of  this  claim,  Mr.  Ooxe  having 
resorted  to  the  courts  of  law  for  a  decision  of 
it,  and  withdrawn  it  from  this  House,  te. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  committee  was 
discharged,  and  tiie  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Wednbsdat,  January  7. 
Little  Rock  and  Memphis  Arkansas  Territorial 
Eoad, 
An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  surveying  and  making  a  road  from 
a  point  opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,''  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.* 

*  The  ease  of  this  Little  Bock  and  Memphis  (Arkuuas) 
road  Is  one  of  the  strongest  that  can  be  conceived  to  Ulas- 
trate  the  difference  between  States  and  Territories  in  the 
road-making  power  claimed,  or  asserted  by  Congress.  In 
the  first  place,  the  Um6  was,  of  all  others  In  the  history  of 
our  Oovemment,  the  most  proplttoos  to  thorough  inqniiy 
and  correct  decision.  It  was  at  the  session  of  1828-'4»  when 
Internal  Improvement  was  a  prominent  snliject  of  public 
consideration,  and  when  Congress  was  long  occupied  with 
propositions  to  adopt  It  as  a  system.  Being  thus  thoroughly 
occupied  with  the  question,  the  decision  of  Congress  was 
that  of  fhll  consideration ;  and  while  diversity  of  opinion 
prevailed  as  to  the  power  of  making  these  Improvements  in 
the  States,  there  was  no  diflbrence  of  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  Territories.  They  were  the  property  of  Congress, 
subject  only  to  the  conditions  on  which  they  were  ceded  by 
the  States,  or  foreign  nations,  and  Congress  acted  with  them 
without  refexipnoe  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
but  according  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  which 
itself  had  given  them  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1789,  when 
it  adopted  the  great  Territorial  Ordinance  of  July  18th, 
1787.  That  is  the  constitution  of  the  Territories ;  but  being 
a  constitution  given  by  Congress,  it  was  subject  to  ezcep- 
tions  and  modifications  by  its  author.  With  respect  to 
roads,  canals,  ferries,  d^.  Congress  has  made  them  in  the 
Territories,  without  reference  to  the  constitution,  firom  the 
time  of  the  first  road,  and  its  three  ferries,  In  Ohio,  in  179e, 
(when  Ebenezer  Zane  received  three  sections  of  land,  one 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Muskingum,  one  at  the  Hockhooklng, 
and  one  at  the  Scioto,  to  make  the  road  fh>m  Wheeling  to 
limestone,  (MaysviUe,  Kentucky,)  and  keep  It  in  repair, 
and  the  ferries  In  order;)  from  that  day  to  the  present  Con- 
gress has  been  making  these  roads  without  refbrence  to  the 
constitution,  because  universally  held  that  the  constitution 
did  not  extend  to  Territories.  In  my  thirty-two  years  of 
congressional  service  I  can  well  say,  I  never  heard  a  ques- 
tion raised  about  the  right  of  Congress  to  make  in  the  Ter- 
ritories the  local  improvements  which  it  pleased.  I  have 
seen  members  of  all  political  schools  constantly  voting  for 
such  objects^the  strict  constructionists  generally  Inquiring 


Contracts  for  Cannon,  &c, 

Mr.  Cooke  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  (enclosed  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yesterday,)  respecting  certain 
contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  and  small 
arms,  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Latheop  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

^.  Cooks  said  it  had  been  the  universal 
practice  of  the  House,  where  documents  were 
obtained  from  the  Departments  by  special  calls 
of  tibe  House,  to  allow  the  mover  of  the  call  to 
have  the  documents  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. Tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
were  ajready  crowded  with  business,  to  which, 
if  they  suitably  attended,  (and 'he  did  not  doubt 
they  would  do  so,)  their  hands  would  be  full. 
He  hoped  that  committee  would  make  a  general 
and  timeous  report  on  all  the  matters  before 
them,  so  thdt  the  House  might  have  opportuni- 
ty to  consider  it  some  time  before  the  appropria- 
tion bill  at  the  close  of  the  session  was  passed. 
He  asked  it,  as  a  courtesy,  that  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lathbop'  consented  to  withdraw  it  ao- 
cordingly,  and  the  documents  were  referred,  aa 
moved  by  Mr.  Cocks,  to  a  select  committeci 
and  Messrs.  Cooks,  Smyth,  Stebung,  Mab- 
YIN,  Buchanan,  Babsett,  and  McLean,  of 
Ohio,  were  appointed  the  said  select  committee. 

Contested  Meetion. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ltttlb 
to  insert  the  word  "  not^^  in  the  second  resolu- 
tion reported  by  ti^e  Committee  of  Elections, 
so  as  to  make  it  read  ^^  that  Parmenio  Adams 
is  *'  not*  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. '^ 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  continued  till 
nearly  three  o'clock,  when,  the  question  being 
taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
nwcative — ^ayes  86,  noes  112; 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  report  of  the  committee,  (which  ad- 
mits Mr.  Adams  to  a  seat,)  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  116,  nays  85. 

And  thereupon,  the  said  Pabmenio  Adams 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as 
one  of  tne  Representatives  in  this  House  for 
the  State  of  New  York. 

[The  debate  in  the  House  of  Representativea 


if  the  rood  was  limited  to  the  Territory,  and  voting  for  the 
bill  if  it  was.  The  case  of  this  Memphis  and  LitUe  Book 
road  was  the  strongest  Illustration  of  the  difference  between 
a  State  and  a  Territory.  Because  Memphis  was  in  a  State, 
and  the  road  waste  be  exclnslTe  of  it,  (Jtrom  MemphU^) 
and  the  first  step  fi-om  it  would  have  been  into  the  Missis- 
sippi where  It  was  a  hundred  feet  deep,  yet  the  bill  waa 
required  to  be  altered,  and  the  begiiming  point  fixed  incoU' 
testably  on  Territorial  ground—But  this  is  only  one  case. 
The  statute  book  is  ftiU  of  these  Territorial  acts,  and  I  feel 
that  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  no  person  has  oyer 
serred  one  term  In  Congress  without  voting  for  these  local 
improvements  in  Territories,  even  the  most  strict  consti- 
tutional constructionist,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  con- 
stitution did  not  extend  to  Territories. 
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on  the  contested  election  from  the  29th  District 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  turned  in  effect  upon 
a  single  point,  viz:  whether  a  printed  bdlot, 
having  the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  through  it, 
shonlu  or  should  not  be  admitted  as  a  valid 
vote.  From  the  returns  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  election,  it  was  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that 
the  two  candidates  came  within  a  single  vote 
of  having  an  equal  number :  the  same  returns, 
or  rather  the  certificates  accompanying  them, 
stated  that  one  of  the  votes  for  Isaac  Wilson 
was  of  the  description  mentioned :  the  printed 
letters  were  distinctly  legible,  but  a  daeii  with 
a  pen  was  drawn  across  the  whole  name :  on 
this  account  the  inspectors  rejected  the  vote, 
and  it  was  not  counted.  The  omission  of  this 
ballot,  after  the  deduction  on  each  side  for 
erroneous  returns,  gave  Mr.  Adams  a  nuyority 
of  one.  The  advocates  of  Mr.  Wilson  con- 
tended that,  as  the  ballot  contained  no  other 
name,  and  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  the 
elector  would  give  in  a  blank  ballot,  the  mark 
with  the  pen  ought  to  be  disregarded,  and  the 
vote  counted  as  good :  for  it  was  possible  the 
voter  might  have  been  an. old  man,  and  did  not 
see  the  line  across  the  name,  or  a  simple  man, 
who,  intending  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wilson,  had 
been  cheated  out  of  his  vote,  by  having  this 
obliterated  ballot  put  into  his  hand  by  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  opposite  candidate,  <S^.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  insisted  that  the  inspectors 
were,  by  the  laws  of  New  York,  the  constitu- 
tional judges  of  the  genuineness  or  fraudulent 
character  of  the  ballots ;  that  they  had  decided 
on  this  ballot  from  ocular  inspection,  pubUcly, 
under  oath,  and  with  entiy  unanimity;  and 
that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing,  in  that  State, 
to  erase  names  printed  on  election  tickets,  and 
even  to  put  ballots,  entirely  blank,  into  the 
ballot  boxes;  instances  of  wnich  were  oaoted 
as  having  taken  place  in  ballotings  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  and  also  in  Congress.  That 
the  voter  might  have  been  induced  by  a  fear 
of  offending  Mr.  Wilson,  or  some  friend  of  his,' 
to  appear  to  vote  for  him,  while  the  voter 
secretly  nullified  the  vote  by  first  obliterating 
the  name.  (The  ballots  are  folded  up,  so  as 
that  the  name  is  concealed.)  To  an  objection 
that  the  voter  must  be  out  of  his  senses  to  lose 
a  day  in  attending  the  polls  merely  for  the  sake 
of  putting  in  a  blank  ballot,  which  effected 
nothing  on  either  side,  it  was  replied  that 
many  other  ofilcers  besides  members  of  Oon- 
gress,  were  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  and 
that  he  might  have  gone  to  the  polls  to  vote 
effectually  for  these,  or  some  of  them,  without 
wishing  to  effect  by  his  vote  the  choice  of  Con- 
gressman at  all.  The  advocates  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
however,  denied  tliat  the  instances  of  blank 
votes  given  in  the  State  Legislature,  or  in  Con- 
gress, formed  a  case  in  point ;  because,  there, 
the  election  turning  on  a  minority  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given,  blank  votes  were  count- 
ed and  therefore  did,  ultimately  and  indirectly, 
affect  the  election ;  but  in  public  elections  at 
the  polls,  the  greater  number  of  votes  alone 


was  considered,  and  a  blank  ballot)  not  boag 
counted,  effected  abscdutely  nothing.  Tbej  re- 
jected, as  derogatory  to  the  ehaneter  ii  n 
American  freeman,  the  idea  that  he  ooqM  be 
intimidated  into  acting  the  fiiroe  cf  depositiDg 
a  blank  ballot ;  but  were  answered  by  the  b& 
that,  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  Yoik, 
great  influence  is  exerted  over  voters  by  the 
agents  of  great  land  companies,  to  wh<Hn  votss 
are  indebted  on  account  of  tiieu'  tam\  ov 
of  these  companies,  (the  Holland  Land  Gampft- 
ny,)  owns  a  tract  which  covers  six  entire ooot 
ties,  and  its  agent  exercises  a  well-known  ud 
powerful  influence  in  political  matten,  &e. 

The  propriety  of  rejecting  the  erased  (v 
crossed  ballot,  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Srom, 
Mr.  Mabtindalb,  Mr.  Baylies^  Mr.  Eassbii 
Mr.  Mallabt,  and  Mr.  Sloans  ;  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Ten  Eyok,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Kentsckj, 
Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Wbioht,  and  Mr.  Lnru. 

Those  who  supported  the  amendment  d  Ml 
LiTTLB,  which  went  also  to  exclude  Mr.  Asis 
from  a  seat  in  the  House,  were,  Mr.  GAnii. 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Clabx,  Mr.  Oambkblekg,  Sr. 
Manoum,  and  Mr.  Hogsboom.  Those  who 
opposed  it,  were,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  McDrmi, 
Mr.  Mallabt,  Mr.  Stores,  and  Mr.  Sloisl 
The  debate  covered  the  same  ground  as  ^ 
of  yesterday.] 

Friday,  January  9. 
Bditf  of  Sarah  Perry. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chiar,  on  iIk 
following  bill : 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Peny,  mother  of  tk 
late  Oliver  H.  Perry. 

Be  it  enaeUd,  <£e.,  That  there  shall  be  iSkmi 
and  paid,  to  Sarah  Peny,  mother  of  OliTer  Huci 
Perry,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni^ 
States,  a  pension,  or  annuity,  of  three  handTed  d£r 
Ian  per  ^nnnTw  payable  half  yearly,  from  and  ate 
the  passage  of  this  act,  for  and  daring  the  temi 
her  natnnd  life,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tro^ 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massadhnaetts,  stated  ^ 
facts  of  the  ease  for  which  the  bill  was  in- 
tended to  provide.  The  House  were  all  in  tbe 
remembrance  of  the  victory  obtained  on  Lak* 
Erie,  in  1818,  its  brilliant  circmnstances,  m 
its  important  results.  When  the  death  of  the 
gallant  officer,  who  achieved  that  victory,  ^ 
came  known  to  Congress,  in  the  year  181M 
bin  was  introduced,  and  promptly  passed,  whki 
made  provision  for  the  support  of  his  wife  m 
children.  For  some  reason,  to  Mr.  F.  unknowa,  | 
the  name  of  his  mother  was  not  inserted  in  th« 
bill,  and  she  had  remained  entirely  dependesi 
on  one  of  her  sons,  now  no  more,  who  sup- 
ported her  as  Icmg  as  he  lived.  A  second  sot 
who  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  cominue«. 
her  support  after  the. death  of  his  brother;  bat 
three  years  since,  was  lost  at  sea  by  an  accid^s 
with  which  the  House  were  all  acquainted,  i^ 
was  then  that  implication  was  made  bj  Mi& 
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Perry,  whoee  last  dependence  was  taken  from 
her,  for  public  sapport.  A  bill  was  last  year 
brought  into  the  House  for  her  relief,  bat,  from 
pressure  of  business,  or  some  other  cause,  had 
been  neglected  to  be  acted  upon.  The  present 
bill  had  the  same  object.  It  proposed  but  a 
slender  support,  and  the  object  of  its  provision 
was  far  advanced  in  years.  He  trusted  the  bill 
would  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Sout^  Oarolina,  asked  for 
the  reading  of  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Perry, 
which  being  completed — 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

I  bold  it,  sir,  as  a  position  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  a  country  or  government  is  quite 
as  much  bound  by  the  oblations  of  gratitude 
as  an  individual.    That  these  obligations  result 
from  great  and  extraordinary  benefits  conferred 
on  the  commonwealth,  producing  claims  which 
it  is  the  province  of  a  just  and  enlightened  na- 
tion to  canvass  and  appreciate.    And  further, 
[       that,  in  a  republic  like  ours,  where  we  give 
I       nothing  to  pride  and  luxury,  these  claims,  in- 
;       volving  a  pecuniary  bounty,  are  to  be  consid- 
ered in  reference  to  the  extent  and  character 
i       of  the  services  on  which  they  are  founded ;  the 
.       ability  of  the  €h>vemment  to  dischfu-ge  them ; 
the  existence  of  absolute  want  of  the  party  to 
be  relieved,  and  that  the  relief  itself  be  con- 
trolled by  the  practice  and  maxims  of  a  wise 
and  judicious  frugality.    It  is  under  these  prin- 
ciples, which  I  regard  as  altogether  axiomatic 
-    in  the  polity  of  every  civilized  government,  tibat 
[       I  propose  to  bring  the  case  of  Mrs.  Perry. 

The  claims  of  this  lady  ^are  founded  on  the 
exalted  services  of  her  son,  Oliver  Hazard 
Perry,  who,  in  the  hour  of  "  your  utmost 
need,"  won  for  you  a  victory  of  vast  and  ines- 
timable importance.  On  this  claim  a  peculiar 
and  emphatic  strength  is  conferred  by  the  fact) 
that  your  hero  did  not  more  entirely  owe  his 
life  to  his  mother  who  gave  him  birth,  than  he 
did  those  great  qualities  of  soul  which  enabled 
him  to  achieve  that  Incomparable  exploit  with 
which  he  has  enriched  the  renown  of  his  coun- 
try. If  the  virtued  of  the  Gracchi  are  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  lofty  sentiments  with  which  the 
daughter  of  Scipio  Afrioanus  imbued  their 
minds;  the  moral  power  of  Perry  is  as  truly  to 
be  traced  to  the  enlightened  instruction  of  his 
mother,  who,  by  the  course  she  pursued  in  his 
isducation,  seems  to  have  had  an  early  presenti- 
ment of  the  rich  fruits  which  would  reward  her 
maternal  labors.  For  such  a  task  this  lady  was 
eminently  qualified.  To  a  vigorous  and  culti- 
vated intellect,  she  unites,  in  as  high  a  degree 
as  any  one  I  have  ever  known,  a  refined  sense 
of  every  thing  that  is  truly  elevated  and  great 
in  human  action.  A  love  for  true  glory,  a  con- 
tempt of  death  and  danger,  an  ambition  con- 
trolled by  an  exalted  patriotism,  and  a  mag- 
nanimity partaking  of  all  the  generous  and 
noble  sympathies  of  our  nature,  were  tiie  les- 
sons she  successfully  and  incessantly  impre&eed 
on  the  mind  of  her  son.    I  speak  with  the  con- 


fidence of  one  having  a  personal  knowledge  of 
these  facts.  And  I  undertake  to  say  that*the 
triumphant  defeat  of  your  enemies  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  10th  of  September,  when  you 
most  wanted  the  moral  criOfect  of  victory,  is 
essentially  to  be  attributed  to  her  who  is  now 
the  object  of  your  charity — ^to  her  who  cast 
your  hero  in  a  perfect  mould  of  heroism — who 
girded  on  his  sword,  and  bid  him  go  forth  and 
conquer. 

But  I  will  now,  sir,  state  a  circumstance  in- 
which  the  coldest  calculation  of  profit  and  loss 
will  perceive  some  justice  in  her  claim.  , 

After  the  achievement  which  has  rendered 
the  name  of  Perry  so  memorable,  it  was  the 
misfortune  of  his  mother,  by  the  loss  of  tier 
husband,  to  be  reduced  to  a  situation  of  diffi- 
culty and  distress.  Her  son,  with  a  filial  devo- 
tion which  invariably  distinguished  him,  imme- 
diately appropriated  a  portion  of  his  pay  to  the 
support  of  his  parent  and  her  then  unprovided 
younger  ehildren.     This  sacred  annuity  was 

Said  with  the  most  exact  punctuality,  untU  the 
eath  of  her  son.  On  the  circumstances  of  his 
death  it  is  uniiecessary  to  dweU.  They  belong 
to  a  mournful  portion  of  our  history.  It  is 
enough  for  my  purpose  to  say,  that  he  died  in 
your  service,  in  the  performance  of  duties 
which  you  confided  to  him ;  and  if  he  had  not 
been  commissioned  to  bear  your  fiag  to  a  dis- 
tant and  insalubrious  clime,  it  is  not  probable 
that  you  would  now  be  discussing  this  subject. 
This  pecuniary  loss  you  are  bound  to  make 
up  to  his  mother,  on  every  principle  of  justice, 
laying  aside,  altogether,  the  considerations  of 
ttratitude.  Nor  is  the  force  of  this  claim  in  any 
degree  impaired  by  the  fact  of  his  not  having 
died  in  battle.  Tour  Government  sent  him,  in 
the  month  of  August,  to  the  pestilential  banks 
of  the  Oronoco,  in  the  performance  of  impor- 
tant naval  and  diplomatic  functions,  where  he 
encountered  perils  greater  and  far  more  loath- 
some than  the  hostility  of  the  enemies  of  his 
country.  These  dauns  of  his  thrice  widowed 
mother  ought  not  to  be  destroyed,  because  her 
gallant  son  yielded  up  his  spirit  to  the  ravages 
of  an  odious  disease,  unsolabed  by  those  conso- 
lations which  would  have  soothed  his  last  pang, 
if  he  had  died  in  the  batties  of  his  country. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  events  posterior  to 
the  death  of  Commodore  Perry,  which  have  a 
direct  relation  to  the  impulse  which  was  given 
to  public  opinion,  as  to  the  solemn  obligation 
which  rested  on  his  country  to  make  provision 
for  the  surviving  objects  of  his  solicitude  and 
affection.  It  is  one  of  the  few  events  of  my 
life,  of  which  I  have  just  occasion  to  be  proud, 
that,  in  the  Legislature  of  my  native  State,  in 
December,  1819,  I  moved  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, requesting  our  delegation  warmly  to 
co-operate  in  any  measures  that  might  be  in- 
troduced in  Congress,  calculated  to  testify  the 
gratitude  of  the  country  to  the  memory  of 
Commodore  Perry.  These  resolutions,  having 
a  direct  reference  to  the  subjelJt  before  you, 
were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
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of  a  Stat«  second  to  none  in  its  ardent  devotion 
to  ft  stern,  orthodox  republican  creed.  The 
most  propitious  circumstance  attending  this 
impulse  from  South  Oarnlina  was,  that  the 
measure  was  in  contemporary. accord  with  the 
views  of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Bandolph)  now  on 
this  floor,  who,  to  an  object  so  patriotic,  pure, 
and  grateful,  lent  the  persuasive  energy  of  his 
eloquence.  This  gentleman  induced  the  House 
to  adopt  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee,  to  whom  was  confided  the 
duty  of  inquiring  what  provision,  comporting 
with  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  it  behooved 
Ck>ngre88  to  make  for  the  family  of  Commodore 
Perry.  To  one,  now  no  more,  (my  lamented 
predecessor,)  who  was  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, the  virtues  of  whose  noble  heart  were 
enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  subjects  of  its 
labors,  I  am  indebted,  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
principle  by  which  the  conmiittee  were  gov- 
erned, in  reporting  the  bill  on  this  subject  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1820.  This  conmiittee, 
justly  regarding  the  great  and  eminent  services 
of  Commodore  Perry,  and  the  indigent  situa- 
tion in  which  he  had  left  his  mother,  and  im- 
mediate family,  thought  it  would  not  be  going 
beyond  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  the 
wants  of  the  individuals  to  be  relieved,  that 
one-half  of  his  full  pay  and  emoluments  as  a 
post  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  divided  between  them  during  certain 
periods,  and  on  certain  contuigenoies.  The 
very  first  clause  in  this  bill  made  a  separate 
and  distinct  provision  for  his  qiother,  precisely 
to  the  amount  of  the  pecuniary  allowance  of 
the  bill  on  your  table.  When,  however,  this 
measure  was  to  be  acted  upon,  some  of  its 
friends,  from  a  fear  lest  the  whole  bill  might  be 
lost  in  contending  for  too  much,  consented  to 
the  erasure  of  this  most  pious  and  beautiful 
feature  in  the  bill ;  one,  the  knost  stron^y  in- 
dicative of  the  feeling  and  considerate  grati- 
tude of  the  country.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  was  chairman 
of  this  committee,  yielded  to  this  alteration, 
more,  I  have  understood,  from  considerations 
of  policy,  than  from  a  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety. [Mr.  RhSDGUPR  here  said  that  he 
assured  the  gentleman  fix)m  Sontii  Carolina 
that  he  had  never  yielded  this  point]  I  feel 
myself  strengthened  by  the  declaration  of  the 
gentleman,  and  that  I  am  authorized  to  say 
that  he  has  never  surrendered  his  opinion  that 
the  mother  of  your  hero  has  yet  an  uncancdled 
claim  on  your  gratitude  and  justice.  I  feel  that 
I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  opinions  of  this 
gentleman;  for  among  those  who  have  been 
cistinguished  in  the  parliamentary  history  of 
your  country,  he  is  the  last  man  who  can  be 
accused  of  ever  having  advocated  a  wasteful 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  of  your  treasure. 
I  have  preferred,  sir,  in  the  narrative  I  have 
given  you,  even  the  risk  of  being  tediously 
minute,  rather  than  that  a  single  circumstance 
sliould  be  omitted,  calculated  to  give  you  a  full 
view  of  Mrs.  Perry's  sitoaUon.    Her  claim  now 


recurs  with  all  its  original  foioe,  and  nmy  be 
said  to  carry  a  species  of  moral  interest  fitn 
its  postponement. 

Let  QS  now  inquire  whether  this  claim  does 
not  come  fully  within  the  scope  of  the  pno* 
ciple  with  which  I  set  out.  Does  not  this  lai^ 
stand  in  the  light  of  a  bene&ctress  to  herooBD- 
try  ?  Did  she  not  nourish,  at  her  boeoo,  & 
man  who  did  you  a  vast  and  countiesB  fiervkci 
Did  she  not  instil  into  his  soul  those  monleie 
ments  which  fitted  him  for  conquest— that  long- 
ing after  immortality — that  shining  and  tms- 
cendent  valor — ^that  refined  and  exalted  chiTiln, 
which  give  an  indescribable  charm  to  his  wkk 
character? 

I  fear,  sir,  if  these  questions  are  answeni 
coldly,  even  in  the  affirmative,  amidst  the  a^ 
tion  01  many  topics,  odious  in  their  chancter,iii 
pernicious  in  their  discussion,  we  ha?e  forgot- 
ten a  part  of  what  we  owe  to  the  hero  of  Ue 
Erie.  Is  it  an  unreasonable  tre^Miss  npoo  jonr 
time,  to  ask  you  to  go  back  with  me,  for  m 
moment,  tx>  that  period  when  the  victory  of  tk 
10th  of  September  fiashed  from  one  end  of  diJE 
Union  to  Uie  other,  with  a  bright  and  cheerii^ 
lustre,  chasing  back  to  the  regions  of  etemi 
night  the  clouds  and  darkness  which  oMt 
seemed  to  have  rested  on  your  destiny,  ffli, 
in  the  light  of  its  glory,  giving  new  ardor  ft 
valor,  fresh  hopes  and  confidence  to  patnotisil 
There  was  not  a  heart,  among  seven  millio»<^ 
freemen,  amidst  all  the  distractions  of  pn^i 
to  which  it  did  not  bring  gladness  and  en^ 
tion :  for  the  victory  was  perfect  in  its  bsi 
It  was  complete,  to  entire,  sweeping  and  offf- 
whelming  subjugation.  It  gave  secnrisjti 
fifteen  hundrea  miles  of  your  frontier,  andtki 
blow  which  went  home  to  the  pride  of  y« 
foe,  palsied  the  uplifted  arm  of  his  savage  aDj. 
and  the  tomahawk  fell  harmless  to  the  eaii 
Amidst  these  events,  your  hero  stands  foitliQ 
high  and  resplendent  relief.  But  let  pe  Mt 
spoil  the  moral  grandeur  of  a  scene  which  be- 
longs, by  the  joint  destiny  of  glory  and  gea* 
to  the  pencil  of  some  future  artist  who  shaQbe 
worthy  of  his  theme,  in  feelii^  in  fnli  f««t 
all  its  matchless  sublimity. -»  Let  his  canm 
then,  breathe  with  all  the  animations  of  li* 
and  glories  of  art  To  him  be  confided  t^ 
task  of  representing  your  hero  in  the  midst  <s 
a  carnage  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  modco 
warfiare,  carrying  victoriously  the  tactics « 
Rodney  to  a  dazzling  excess^  never  cootea* 
plated  by  that  hardy  veteran  in  the  intesa^ 
of  his  valor. 

There  are,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  posthnfl^ 
claims  of  gratitude  which  survive  the  individ- 
ual, and  remain  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  J 
is  when  the  object  of  our  gratitude  is  renwjw 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  kmdness,  that  the  jas^ 
and  enlightened  instinct  of  this  noblest  sei^ 
raent  of  our  nature  induces  us  to  go  forth  i» 
seek  for  those  our  benefactor  loved  best,  m 
on  them  to  lavish  tjie  tributes  of  this  consee*- 
ed  obligation.  No  stone,  erected  by  his  co«J 
try,  marks  even  the  spot  where  the  remains « 
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our  g&llimt  oonntryman  are  mouldering  into  ^  a 
oold  clod  of  ^e  vidlej ; "  bat  this  pittance,  poor 
88  it  is,  which  is  asked  for  his  parent,  wiU  be 
more  consoling  to  his  manes  than  monumental 
glories,  in  which  the  genius  of  Chantry  and  Oa- 
nova  might  oontond  for  mastery.  Death  has 
not  paid  the  obligations  of  gratitude  joa  owe 
your  hero.  They  survive  in  the  person  of  the 
venerable  being  who  gave  him  birth.  The 
force  of  this  truth  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  escape. 
It  is  but  a  cold  and  heartless  sophistry,  which 
attempts  to  discriminate  between  the  gratitude 
of  a  country  or  Government,  and  that  which 
becomes  an  individual.  They  are  obligations 
of  equivalent  authority,  and  rest  upon  the  sound- 
ness of  the  same  principle.  ' 

Let  us  now,  sir,  inquire,  whether  the  propos- 
ed annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Mrs. 
Perry  is  not  fully  within  that  frugality  which 
ought  to  govern  our  bounty.  Does  uiis  sum 
allow  for  any  thing  more  than  the  absolute  sus- 
tenance of  life?  Do  you  give,  in  such  an 
amount,  one  farthing  to  pride  or  luxury?  Let 
me  next  ask,  whether  the  payment  of  this  sum 
18  within  your  ability  ?  On  this  point  I  am  ad- 
monished into  silence  by  the  ridicule  which 
would  await  saoh  a  discussion.  Nor  will  I  per- 
mit you  to  plead  economy,  when  I  see  so  little 
of  it  employed  in  matters  which  have  a  per- 
sonal reference  to  yourselves,  and  in  objects 
over  which  we  have  a  direct  oontroL  The 
testimonies  of  your  extravagance  are  about  me. 
The  cost  of  one  of  those  columns  which  uphold 
the  dome  of  this  cheerless  waste  of  magnificence, 
would  provide  afond,  the  interest  of  which  would 
support  the  parent  of  our  hero  during  the  rem- 
nant of  her  me ;  and  all  the  expense  of  the  pro- 
posed annuity  would  twice  oyer  be  paid,  dur- 
ing its  utmost  duration,  from  the  amount  which 
we  annuaUy  pay  out  oi  the  public  Treasury  for 
newspapers.  Precedents  of  self-gratification  it 
seems  are  never  dangerous.  But,  in  bestowing 
a  pittance  on  the  mother  of  your  gallant  bene- 
factor, there  ma>  be  something  superlatively 
perilous  in  the  example.  Let  me  not  be  told 
that  you  have  already  done  enough  in  provid- 
ing for  the  widow  and  children  of  Oommodore 
Perry.  I  say,  in  this  you  have  done  nobly; 
but  something  yet  remains  to  complete  your 
beneflEMition,  to  which  you  are  urged  by  the 
strongest  claims :  for  the  situation  of  his  mo- 
ther is  equally  as  exigent,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
as  that  of  his  wife  and  children ;  and  the  rela- 
tions of  the  one  to  the  object  of  your  gratitude, 
are  quite  as  proximate  as  those  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Uenrt,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  rise 
with  the  hope  of  emulating  the  thrilling  and 
persuasive  eloquence  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
irom  South  Carolina.  He  was  far,  very  far  from 
proposing  to  himself  an  ^ort  so  vain,  so  unavail- 
ing. It  would  be  Ids  endeavor  to  present  to 
the  committee  a  few  plain  considerations,  prov- 
ing, as  he  conceived,  that  the  provision  con- 
templated by  this  bill  wag  strictly  compatible 
with  the  established  practice  and  the  sound 
policy  of  the  Government.    I  shall  assume,  said 


he,  as  the  foundation  of  the  remarks  I  intend  to 
submit,  that  the  principle  on  which  the  present 
application  rests,  has  been  already  settled  in  the 
act  passed  by  a  former  Congress,  making  pro- 
vision for  the  wife  and  children  of  the  lamented 
Perry.  What  was  the  kkduoement  to  the  )>as- 
sage  of  that  act  ?  Was  it  not  because  the  de- 
ceased hei*o  was  endeared  to  the  nation  by 
his  eminent  services ;  and  because,  by  his  un- 
timely death,  his  wife  and  his  little  ones,  the 
principal  suflferers  by  an  affliction  which  cover- 
ed our  land  with  mourning,  were  deprived  of 
the  means  of  decent  subsistence  ?  Why  should 
the  aged  and  venerable  mother  of  the  deceased 
be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  a  similar  pro- 
vision? Was  she  less  deeply  affected  by  the 
tidings  of  his  death  ?  Who  can  adequately  con- 
ceive the  anguish  of  a  mother  who  mourns  for 
her  first  bom  ?  Must  she  be  excluded  because 
she  was  not  the  object  of  his  tender  regard,  as 
well  as  his  wife  and  his  children ;  or  because 
the  obligation  on  his  part  to  maintain  her  in  de- 
cency and  comfort  was  less  sacred,  less  imperish- 
able? The  tie  which  binds  the  parent  to  the 
chUd,  and  the  child  to  the  parent,  as  it  b  the 
eldest,  so  it  is,  also,  the  latest  of  human  obliga- 
tions. The  sentiment  which  draws  a  son  to  a 
virtuous  and  exemplary  mother,  to  whom  he 
owes  an  immense  debt  of  gratitude  and  duty, 
constitutes  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  r^ned 
affections  of  the  human  heart.  It  begins  with 
his  being — ^he  is  nourished  by  her  strength — 
^^  from  lips  that  he  loves ''  he  learns  the  lessons 
of  truth,  of  wisdom,  and  sincerity ;  and  by  her 
plastic  hand,  whilst  his  heart  is  yet  soft  and  duo- 
tile,  he  is  moulded  to  virtue,  to  manliness,  and 
patriotism.  Tell  me  not  of  the  influence  of 
learning  and  philosophy;  or  of  the  acknowl- 
edged authority  of  paternal  example.  These 
are  indeed  essential :  they  are  capable  of  doing 
much.  But  all  these  will  be  insufiident  to  make 
any  man  great,  if  the  proper,  the  indispensable 
foundation  be  not  laid  in  the  nursery.  I  appeal 
to  every  honorable  gentleman  to  recollect  the 
infinite  benefits  he  derives  from  the  loveliest, 
the  best,  and  most  virtuous  half  of  our  species, 
and  then,  to  say,  if  he  can,  that  the  picture  I 
have  attempted  to  delineate  is  exaggerated. 
We  have  heard  repeated  allusions  to  the  bril- 
liant achievements  and  inronder-working  ex- 
ample of  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie.  Has  it  never 
occurred  to  the  committee,  that  to  the  early 
training  and  correct  discipline  of  the  venerable 
lady  whose  name  has  been  so  often  mentioned, 
he  was  indebted  for  the  infusion  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  bore  him  upwards  in  the  path  of 
liiid ;  and  finally  renderea  his  own  name  illus- 
trious, and  covered  the  annals  of  his  country 
with  a  fiood  of  glory  ? 

Mr.  WiOKUFTE,  of  Kentucky,  being  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  gentlemen 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  by  way  of  trying  the  strength  of  the  House 
on  the  subject,  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  Qn  effect  to  reject  it)  Mr.  W. 
said  he  felt,  and  sensibly  felt,  the  force  of  the 
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remarks  which  had  been  so  eloqnentiy  ma4e  by 
the  geDtleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  the  sub- 
ject, founded  on  the  merits  of  the  hero  whose 
mother  was  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill.  Ko  one, 
he  said,  felt  more  sensibly  than  himself  the  ob> 
ligations  of  the  principle  of  gratitude,  and  on 
sJl  occasions,  as  an  individual,  and  in  public  life, 
he  would  acknowledge  them ;  and  it;  was  with 
extreme  regret  that  this  individual  case  should 
be  the  first  presented  to  him  here,  in  which  he 
found  himself  bound  to  yield  to  imperious  duty 
the  dictates  of  mere  feeling.  It  was  not  a  be- 
lief that  the  present  applicant  for  the  bounty  of 
Congress  was  undeserving — ^not  a  disagreement 
in  the  sentiments  as  to  her  situation,  which  had 
been  expressed  by  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken,  that  induced  him  to  make  this  motion ; 
but  the  principle  that  it  is  dangerous  in  a  re- 
publican Government  to  extend  the  system  of 
pensioning  beyond  the  extent  already  recognized 
by  this  Government,  and  acted  upon  for  the  last 
forty  years.  I  ask  you,  said  he,  if  we  begin 
thus  to  extend  it,  wh^e  shall  we  stop  t  This  is 
a  case  possessing  strong  claims  upon  our  sym- 
pathy, but  it  is  not  the  only  one  of  the  same 
character.  Is  the  victory  of  Commodore  Perry 
the  oidy  one  which  has  been  achieved  for  our 
country  ?  And  if  we  are  to  go  on  to  pension  the 
mothers  of  our  distinguished  heroes,  the  pensions 
are  not  less  du^  to  the  mothers  of  the  honest 
men  who  carry  knapsacks,  than  to  those  of  the 
distinguished  individuals  who  lead  them  into 
action.  Shall  we  extend  the  bounty  of  the 
Government  to  the  mothers  of  men  who  hold  a 
distinguished  rank  in  society,  and  when  applica- 
tion is  made  in  behalf  of  others  who  need  it 
more,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  deserving,  tell 
them  we  can  extend  our  benevolence  only  to 
those  who  died  in  leading  armies  or  squadrons  to 
battle  ?  Shall  I  be  confined  to  any  section  of  this 
country  to  point  out  instances  of  men  who  have 
died  in  service,  leaving  parents  in  a  humble 
and  suffering  condition?  If  we  are  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  this  bill  in  any  oas€L  said  Mr. 
W.,  I  should  be  for  going  the  whole ;  let  us  pass 
a  pension  law  providing  for  the  support  of 
the  widowed  mothers  of  all  our  deceased  he- 
roes.   I  am  not  for  making  these  distinctions. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  then  rose  and  said,  he 
feared,  after  the  eloquent  appeals  that  had 
fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  that  he  should  be  heard  with  apathy, 
if  not  worse ;  but  he  could  not  but  think  that, 
in  the  discussion  which  the  subject  had  received 
from  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  too  great  a  range 
had  been  allowed  to  feeling,  and  not  quite 
enough  to  cool,  dispassionate  judgment.  In  the 
internal  policy  of  this  country,  no  maxim  was 
more  fixed  or  more  important  tban  one  which 
had  been  well  expressed  by  one  of  our  own 
statesmen,  that  an  extensive  pension  list,  under 
a  free  Republic,  was  very  ine:q)edient.  We  have 
laid  down  on  this  subject  a  principle  to  which 
it  would  be  wise  to  adhere.  When  a  soldier  falls, 
in  battle,  or  is  disabled  by  wounds  while  fight- 
ing for  the  country,  his  widow,  if  he  dies,  or 


himself,  if  he  lives^  shall  receive  support  fron 
the  funds  of  the  nation*    But,  when  yoo  oDoe 
leave  this  simple  and  just  rule  of  prooeediog, 
where  are  you  to  stop?     It  may  perhaps,  io 
some  cases,  be  admissible  to  provide  a  tempo- 
rary aid  for  the  children  of  these  who  die  in 
the  field,  but  the  idea  that  the  nation  is  boimd 
to  support  the  widows,  children  and  mothos 
of  all  who  die  in  its  service,  is  chimerical  iodeed. 
And  yet  it  comes  to  this.    For,  if  the  motben 
of  those  who  die  in  the  Navy  are  to  he  main- 
tained, why  not  of  those  who  die  in  the  Armyl 
If  the  mothers  of  ofiScers  of  high  rank,  whynot 
of  subaltern  officers?     Nay,  why  not  of  tlv 
common  soldier  ?     He  risks  bis  life  for  the 
country  as  much,  zf  not  more,  than  his  cgq- 
mander ;  so  that  even  on  the  ground  of  feeiio^ 
the  reasons  for  the  bill  entirely  fjidl.    Shall  we 
not  feel  as  much  for  the  poor  man  as  the  nch) 
for  the  humble  but  patriotic  soldier,  as  for  b 
more  elevated  companion  in  arms  ?    Mr.  C  sud 
he  was  in  Congress  when  the  biU  for  the  sap- 
port  of  the  wife  and  children  of  Commodon 
Ferry  passed  the  House.      It  was  known  to  tH 
who  were  in  the  House  at  that  time,  that  ^ 
bill  had  been  advocated  by  two  of  the  iQ03td» 
tinguished  men  that  ever  sat  in  Congres&--<» 
of  whom,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  now  slumbered  in  tlie 
grave— the  other  was  yet  a  member  of  tk 
House.     It  was  to  the  bursts  of  redsdess^ 
quence  which  broke  from  the  lips  now  still  ii 
death,  that  the  passage  of  that  bill  was  due^ 
to  be  attributed ;  it  was  passed  in  a  momec:  i 
enthusiasm ;  the  news  of  the  death  of  Coidie^ 
dore  Perry  had  just  reached   the  House,  ai 
feelings  were  excited  which  nothing  cooMcus- 
trol.    But  this  body  ought  not  to  be  under  ik 
government  of  mere  feeling  when  about  iole& 
late ;  it  must  bridle  its  passions,  and  givereiSiS 
opportunity  to  be  heard.      Some  uniform  tza 
ought  to  be  established.     Already  the  penacc 
list  of  this  young  country  is  swelled  to  nuft 
than  two  millions.    In  fifty  years,  asked  Mr.C. 
if  we  proceed  as  we  have  done,  what  will  itl*' 
He  was  seriously  affected  by  the  precedes:  '^ 
was  now  proposed  to  set.    Mrs.  Perry  mi^t  ^^ 
much  distressed,  and  it  was  not  disputed  thit 
her  son  had  covered  his  country  with  giffy. 
His  merit  was  undisputed;  and,  he  would  ay. 
it  was  unsurpassed,  too,  by  any  officer  of  u* 
own  grade.    But  what  then  ?    He  oould  go  over 
a  long  list  of  worthies,  for  whose  £amiii<e3  ^ 
provision  had  been  made.    There  were,  at  this 
hour,  hundreds  of  parents,  to  whom  the  co& 
try  owed  much,  who  were  in  the  same  circsta- 
stances  with  Mrs.  Perry.      One  instance  b«i 
recently  been  quoted  on  that  floor,  the  case  c* 
Mrs.  Benny.    The  thing  was  unavoidable  t* 
was  one  of  the  fruits,  the  lamentable  hot  ne- 
cessary fruits  of  war,  in  all  ages  and  countne^ 
Mr.  McDuFFiB,  of  South  Carolina,  neit  vx^ 
the  floor.    He  commenced  his  observadoQS  tf 
saying  that  he  should  feel  deep  regret,  if;  in  :^« 
discharge  of  his  public  duty,  as  a  member  of  ^i^ 
House  he  should  ever  flnd  the  dictates  ol  poli^ 
incompatible  with  the  sentiments  of  gratinH^ 
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and  maxims  of  moral  jnstioe.  But  he  was  grati- 
fied to  believe  that  that  which  the  heart  of  every 
upright  and  honorable  man  woold  prompt  him 
to  do,  was  that  which  might  be  sustained,  as 
the  trae  policy  of  a  Government,  on  the  cool 
principles  of  reason,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the 
soundest  dictates  of  practical  wisdom.  The 
present  measure  was  an  appeal  to  gratitude, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  expediency.  Did 
he  not  beUeve  that  this  bill  was  founded  on 
considerations  of  the  most  enlarged  expediency, 
he  would  at  once  abandon  the  bill  as  indefen- 
sible. What,  he  adced,  is  the  great  object  of  a 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
navid  service,  on  which  the  honor  and  even  the 
safety  of  the  country  so  much  depend  ?  With- 
out bravery,  military  renown,  heroism,  what  is 
a  nation?  A  multitude  of  individuals,  little 
better  than  a  rabble.  Without  national  charac- 
ter, what  are  we  ?  Can  too  high  inducements 
be  presented  for  the  achievements  -of  valor 
which  serve  to  elevate,  and  even  constitute  that 
character?  Can  such  achievements  be  estimated 
by  money  ?  They  cannot.  It  was,  therefore, 
he  argued,  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  to  pursue 
such  a  course  as  would  foster  .the  feelings  and 
deeds  upon  which  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
country  depend. 

Against  these  sound  and  self-evident  views  of 
national  policy,  views  that  were  founded  in  the 
nature  of  man,  what  were  the  ar^^uments  urged  ? 
The  danger  of  the  precedent :  if  we  pass  this 
bill,  it  was  said,  we  must,  in  justice,  allow  all 
similar  claims,  and  where  will  it  stop  ?  To  this 
argument,  Mr.  MoD.  said,  he  had  a  short  an- 
swer. Let  all  claims  of  equal  force  with  this 
claim  be  allowed  in  their  fullest  extent.  That 
country,  said  Mr.  MoD.,  cannot  be  poor,  which 
has  many  such  claims  to  satisfy,  rich,  indeed,  is 
that  nation  whose  treasury  is  in  danger  of  em- 
poverishment  by  claims  like  this.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  said,  that  if  we  extend 
aid  to  the  aged  parents  of  our  officers,  we  are 
also  bound  to  do  the  same  for  our  common 
soldiers.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  MoD.,  admit  that 
position.  This  claim  rests  not  simply  on  the 
fact  of  Mrs.  Perry  being  the  mother  of  Commo- 
dore Perry,  but  on  the  additional  idea  that  she 
stood  to  him,  when  living,  in  the  relation  of  a 
dependent  on  him  for  support :  his  bounty  fed 
her.  When  he  died,  another  son  assumed  the 
pious  task :  of  his  fate  ^one  of  us  are  ignorant ; 
he  magnanimously  sacrificed  his  life  in  an  effort 
to  save  his  comrade,  and  with  his  life  her  support 
was  cut  off.  Replying  to  another  part  of  Mr. 
CoBB^s  argument,  Mr.  MoD.  went  on  to  say, 
there  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  case  of 
a  high-spirited  and  distinguished  officer,  and 
that  of  a  common  soldier.  The  latter  has  duties 
of  a  far  inferior  kind,  and  is  induced,  in  most 
cases,  to  enter  on  their  performance  from 
xnercenarj'  motives — ^he  enters  the  service  for 
}iis  daily  bread.  Not  so  the  officer.  He  chooses 
the  profession  for  its  own  sake,  and  is  tempted 
to  the  choice  by  the  love  of  lEame.  The  duties 
of  a  common  soldier  are  performed  if  he  fights 


bravely,  stands  at  his  post  and  obeys  orders; 
whilst  the  duties  of  the  officer  are  of  the  most 
arduous  character  and  of  the  highest  national 
importance.  And  when  a  nation  has  in  its 
service  high-minded  and  chivalrous  officers,  it  is 
her  soundest  policy  to  set  them  free  frum  pecu- 
niary anxiety.  Mr.  MoD.  said  he  could  see  no 
danger  in  the  precedent,  in  this  case.  The 
services  of  the  son,  and  the  strict  and  entire  de- 
pendence of  the  mother,  formed  a  peculiarity 
m  the  case  which  prevented  tbat  danger.  The 
mother  was,  in  this  respect,  in  the  place  of  one  of 
the  children  of  the  officer.  To  them  the  country 
becomes  a  father — why  should  it  not  become 
to  her  as  a  son  ?  The  extension  of  the  pension 
list,  by  cases  qf  parents  in  such  circumstances, 
was  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  lady  contem- 
plated by  this  bill  is  for  advanced  in  years — ^the 
pension,  if  granted,  cannot  long  continue — the 
subject  of  its  bounty  must  soon  sleep  in  the 
grave.  It  was  more  safe  to  provide  for  the 
parents  than  for  the  children  of  our  defenders ; 
their  number  could  never  be  formidable,  nor 
the  duration  of  their  pensions  long.  He  had 
said  that  there  would  be  no  danger  in  granting 
this  aid — ^he  would  add,  there  would  be  danger 
in  refusing  it. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  next  ad- 
dressed the  committee;  he  had  no  intention, 
he  said,  when  he  came  to  the  House,  of  partici- 
pating in  the  discussion  of  this  question ;  the 
debate  had,  however,  assumed  such  an  interest- 
ing character,  that  he  felt  himself  urged  by 
considerations  of  duty  and  feeling  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  anticipated  any 
serious  opposition  to  tlie  bill ;  he  had  hoped  it 
would  have  passed  unanimously,  and  that  the 
House  (besides  performing  a  sacred  duty)  would 
have  been  enabled,  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
application  was  met,  to  have  soothed,  in  some 
measure,  the  afflictions  and  sorrow  of  this  ven- 
erable lady  for  the  loss  of  her  gallant  son.  He 
regretted  tliat  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and 
Kentucky  should  have  felt  it  necessary,  in  the 
discharg-e  of  their  duty,  to  oppose  this  bill,  and 
that  regret  was  occasioned  by  the  character  of 
their  opposition.  The  committee  had  been  told 
that  the  precedent  which  they  were  about  to 
set,  in  passing  this  bill,  was  one  of  alarming 
and  dangerous  character  I  That  the  policy  of 
the  Government  demanded  its  rejection,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  limit  to  applications 
upon  our  bounty.  Mr.  S.  denied  that  this 
would  be  the  case — ^this  was  not  an  application 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Government ;  nor  was  it 
an  application  to  the  cold-handed  charity  or 
generosity  of  the  House.  It  was  an  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation  1  for 
there  could  not,  he  said,  under  Heaven,  be  a 
more  just  claim  than  that  which  was  presented 
by  a  parent  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  But  was  the  House  to  be  fettered  by 
rules  and  precedents  ?  For  his  part,  he  cared 
not  for  precedents.  He  thought  it  was  only 
necessary  to  leave  the  decision  to  the  justice  of 
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the  House,  and  that  precedents  might  be  dis- 
pensed with.  Sorely,  gentlemen  were  not 
afraid  that  precedents  for  conferring  honor,  and 
gratitnde  on  distinguished  merit,  wonld  become 
too  namerons !  Nor  did  he  regard  the  number 
of  applications  which  might  be  made.  He  was 
prepared  to  give  relief  to  all  who  were  entitled 
to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation — 
gratitude  for  services  could  not  be  too  much  ap- 
plauded. The  generosity  of  our  national  char- 
acter was  dear  to  the  people,  and  ought  to  be 
cherished  by  their  representatives.  He  would 
place  the  aged  parent,  and  especially  the  moth- 
er, by  the  side  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan — 
and  he  would  do  this,  not  only  in  relation  to 
our  gallant  officers,  but  to  the  humblest  man 
who  should  die  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
Mr.  8.  asked  what  principle  of  justice,  or  mo- 
tive of  policy  was  it  that  did  not  operate  as 
strongly  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  If  the 
object  of  Government  in  providing  protection 
for  the  widow  and  orphan,  be  to  excite  in  your 
gallant  defenders  a  spirit  of  emulation  and 
patriotism,  and  to  stimulate  them  to  deeds  of 
noble  and  daring  character,  why  might  we  not 
expect  the  same  result,  in  providing  for  the 
helpless  and  aged  parent?  Did  gentiemen  re- 
quire that  the  feelings  of  the  son  were  to  be 
lost  in  those  of  the  husband  or  father  ?  Did 
they  believe  that  all  the  moral  considerations 
of  filial  attachment  and  affection,  which  influ- 
ence the  heart,  and  which  dignify  and  adorn 
the  human  character,  belonged  not  to  the  hero? 
There  was  a  sacrednesa,  Mr.  8.  said,  in  the  feel- 
ings of  a  son  towards  an  aged  and  venerable 
mother,  which  could  not  be  expressed.  It  is 
the  primeval  bond  of  society,  and  the  sacra- 
ment of  our  nature.  What  do  you  imagine 
would  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  gallant 
Perry,  whilst  he  was  bearing  your  thunder  in 
triumph  on  the  mountain  wave,  if  he  had  sup- 
posed that  that  country  for  whom  he  was  pre- 
pared to  offer  up  his  life,  would  have  suffered 
his  aged  mother  to  be  thrown  upon  the  cold 
charity  of  the  world,  to  beg  for  a  precarious 
subsistence  ?  What  would  tiie  nation  have  said, 
after  the  battle  of  Erie,  if  the  manner  in  which 
this  application  has  been  met  to-day,  had  been 
then  foretold?  Almighty  Godt  is  it  possible, 
that  in  this  country,  where  triumph  sudi  pure 
and  liberal  principles,  and  where  the  character 
of  man  has  been  so  exalted,  the  charge  of  na- 
tional injustice  and  ingratitude  is  to  be  sus- 
tained ?  But,  Mr.  8.  said,  if  he  was  wrong  in 
placing  the  parent  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  wife ;  yet,  was  this  not  a  case  which  stood 
upon  peculiar  grounds,  and  claimed  especially 
the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation?  Who 
was  the  applicant  ?  The  mother  of  ^yq  sons, 
who  had  devoted  their  ail  to  their  country,  ana 
two  of  whom  had  died  in  its  service  I — ^the 
mother  of  one  of  your  noblest  and  most  distin- 
guished heroes — a  man  who  exalted  your  na- 
tional character,  by  the  splendor  of  his  victo- 
ries and  valor,  and  added  to  your  arms  imper- 
ishable honor  I    Let  gentiemen  cast  back  their 


eye  to  the  history  of  the  past  war.  Do  they 
forget  the  difficulties   under  which  it  ono- 
menced,  and   the  disasters  which  befell  nsl 
Koused  from  a  long  peace  of  thirty  yean,  m& 
of  our  Revolutionary  heroes  gone,  withoat  oi- 
cers  of  experience,  without  military  science  or 
military  establishmesta,  a  dark  gloom  perv&ded 
the  Union ;  it  was  the  American  na^7  (^ediitk 
our  gallant  and  hardy  sons  of  the  ocean)  vLo 
first  broke  the  gloom,  and  raised  to  its  liigLcst 
pitch  the  enthusiasm  of  the  nation.  Do  gec- 
tiemen  forget  how  soon  they  proved  to  the  efie> 
my  that  her  soldiers  were  not  inyincible,  oor 
her  wooden  walls  invulnerable?    Even  lug- 
land  was  forced  to  acknowledge  their  soperuv- 
ity,  and  Europe  stood  confounded.    The  bams 
of  Lake  Erie  was  then  hailed  as  a  victory,  glo 
rious  and  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  uatioci 
In  its  consequences  it  was  almost  unexamplei 
It  swept  from  tiie  enemy  tiie  labors  of  half  i 
century,  and  destroyed  the  whole  of  her  lasi 
power  upon  the  Lakes,  (which  rendered  heiitt 
that  quarter  invulnerable,)  and  enabled  her  td 
wield,  with  powerful  effect,  the  arm  of  tbi 
ruthless  savage.    It  was  Perry  who  achieve 
this  victory;  it  .was  his  valor  which  has  lo- 
dered  Lake  Erie'a  monument  of  American^- 
ry,  and  made  the  name  of  your  country  resjwt 
able  in  every  quarter  of  the  world.    And  QOf . 
when  the  mother  of  this  gallant  chieftmil>y 
whom  she  was  supported)  comes  and  demai4 
from  the  representatives  of  that  country  wka 
he  has  thus  honored,  bread,  we  are  told  to  gin 
her  a  stone.    Economy  and  policy,  too,  wen 
told,  require  it,  and  the  people  expect  it.  &i 
said  Mr.  S.,  this  is  a  slander  upon  the  nati>A 
Let  those  who  oppose  this  bill  go  bade  to  tLeJ 
constituents,  and  tell  them  what  they  hiT« 
done ;  that  they  turned  from  their  door,  in  tk 
evening  of  a  long  life,  the  aged  and  veners^ 
mother  of  the  gallant  Perry,  and  doomed  la 
to  the  charity  of  the  world ;  and  if  their  ecu- 
dulDt  is  not  reproached,  I  can  only  say,  that  tb 
people  whom  they  represent  are  wholly  "s^ 
the  generous  and  high-minded  and  hononiiii 
freemen  whom  I  have  the  honor  and  plea^ 
to  represent  on  this  floor.    Sir,  said  llr.  S.I 
call  upon  the  House  to  pause,  in  the  vote  tf. 
are  about  to  give;   I  conjure  gentl^nec, '&! 
every  motive  which  can  bind  them  to  a  comt* 
discharge  of  duty — ^for  the  honor  of  the  naaca 
and  its  justice,  not  to  reject  this  application:^ 
let  their  mistaken  notions  of  cold,  calcnlat^ 
policy  perish  in  tiie  blaze  of  more  generous «» 
better  feeling,  and,  by  unanimity,  aflbrd  ^ 
comfort  and  consolation  to  the  wretched  pai^ 
of  this  gallant  chief^  and  pour  into  her  a^mis^ 
bosom  the  balm  of  a  nation's  gratitude. 

Mr.  Olat  (the  Speaker)  said  he  regretted  ei- 
tremely  tBat  the  views  which  he  entertMBed  a 
this  subject  were  such  as  would  not  allow  hia 
to  accord  with  the  gentiemen  who  supported 
the  bill.  If  it  were  a  question  merely  of  fet- 
ing, he  should  probably  accompany  his  aseiU 
to  it  with  those  eulogiums  so  eloqu^tlj^ 
stowed  upon  the  Victor  of  Lake  Erie,  aod  ^ 
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justly  merited.  If  the  amotmt  of  money  which 
the  bill  proposed  to  disburse  was  the  only  ob- 
jection to  it,  he  shocQd  not  have  offered  any 
opposition ;  bnt  it  was  the  principle  of  the  bill 
against  which  he  protesteo,  and  he  Gox\}ured 

fentiemen,  before  they  gave  their  assent  to  this 
ill,  to  pause,  lest,  under  the  influence  of  the 
bursts  of  eloquence  which  had  been  heard  to- 
day, they  should  be  instrumental  in  establish- 
ing a  principle  which  he  believed  to  be  preg- 
nant with  infinite  mischief.  The  principle  of 
the  present  system  of  pensions  is,  tnat,  for  the 
support  of  him  who  is  disabled  by  wounds,  or 
the  famOy  of  him  who  falls  in  battle,  provision 
shall  be  made  from  the  Treasury.  Commodore 
Perry  neither  fell,  nor  was  he  wounded,  in  bat- 
tle. In  the  case  of  his  wife  and  children,  then, 
there  had  been  already  a  departure  from  the 
prmdple  of  our  pension  list,  and  now  a  still 
further  departure  from  it  was  proposed,  in 
order  to  provide  for  another  relative  of  the 
same  officer.  Mr.  Olat  called  upon  gentlemen 
not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  from 
the  true  view  of  this  question,  by  the  seductive 
illusions  of  military  or  naval  glory.  Was  there 
no  service  but  the  military  or  naval  9  Was 
there  no  instance,  in  civil  service,  of  meritori- 
ous individuals  dying  whilst  in  the  public  em- 
ploy, and  leaving  fttmilies,  pining  in  want  and 
overwhehned  in  distress  ?  Mr,  0.  here  alluded 
to  the  case  of  a  distinguished  individual,  (Mr. 
Gerry,  it  is  supposed,)  who,  not  many  vears 
ago,  holding  a  hiffh  civil  office,  died  literally  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duty,  far  advanced 
in  years,  and  leaving  a  destitute  family.  That 
case,  said  he,  is  well  remembered ;  and  do  we 
not  all  know,  that  every  species  of  relief  or 
compensation  was  refused  to  his  afflicted  fam- 
ily 9  Mr.  0.  asked  gentlemen  to  regard  all  ser- 
vices with  an  equal  eye,  and  not.  make  unjust 
discriminations.  And,  on  the  score  of  sratitude, 
he  asked,  is  there  to  be  no  limit  to  &e  opera- 
tion of  that  feeling  on  tiie  public  counsels? 
What)  he  asked  further,  is  the  basis  of  our  pres- 
ent pension  list!  Gratitude.  What  is  the 
basis  upon  which,  in  other  countries,  aristocra- 
cies are  erected,  and  titles  and  honors  showered 
on  individuals,  to  be  transmitted  down  to  their 
remotest  posterity,  but  the  same  principle? 
Mr.  0.  said  he  should  not,  however,  have  risen, 
but  for  some  general  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oarolina,  on  national  glory.  If  you  wish 
to  make  your  country  illustrious,  said  Mr.  0., 
you  must  difftise  your  glory.  It  is  not  your 
heroes—God  knows  we  have  had  enough  of 
them  within  the  last  twenty  years— «very  man 
now  is  a  hero— it  is  not  your  heroes,  but  the 
body  of  the  people,  the  men  who  fight  your 
battles,  to  wnom  you  are  indebted  for  your 
safety  and  your  eminence  as  a  nation.  But  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  taUdng  of  the 
soldiers,  says  they  fight  for  pay  only,  whilst 
their  commanders  fight  for  glory.  Is  this  the 
case  ?  Look,  sir,  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
rendered  more  &miliar  to  our  memory  by  the 
Vou  VIL— 40 


very  recent  celebration  of  its  anniversary ;  tho 
militia  who  poured  down  the  Mississippi  upon 
the  enemy,  and  met  lum  step  by  step  as  he  ad- 
vanced, were  they  actuated  by  a  mercenary 
principle?  No,  sir;  far  otherwise.  Mr.  C. 
went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  ever  been  disposed, 
as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  public 
interest,  to  reward  our  successful  commanders 
and  illustrate  their  services ;  but  the  body  of 
tiie  people  it  is  on  whose  virtue  and  valor  we 
must  depend  for  the  preservation  of  our  liber- 
ties. Uy  in  awarding  pensions.  Congress  went 
one  step  beyond  the  principles  alr^y  recog- 
nized, where  would  they  stop  ?  They  must  go 
on  without  limit,  examining  in  detail  the  cir- 
cumstances which  constitute  each  particular 
claim  preferred  upon  the  public  bounty,  iUid 
measure  it  out  accordingly.  Under  the  present 
system,  which  allows  pensions  for  death  or  dis- 
ability incurred  in  the  public  service,  we  have 
a  general  rule  which  does  not  depend  on  cir- 
cumstances, and  may  be  safely  applied.  It  is 
one  which  depends  upon  facts,  and  not  upon 
eloquent  appeals  to  the  feelings,  by  yielding  to 
which,  prmciple  might  be  disregarded.  This 
was  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
precedent,  should  the  present  bill  pass.  What 
has  become  of  him,  said  Mr.  Clat,  who  was 
second  to  Commodore  Perry  in  his  memorable 
conflict  ?  He  too  has  fallen,  and  his  &mily,  it 
is  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  us,  is  suf- 
fering from  the  want  of  the  necessary  means  of 
aid.  Turning  to  the  State  from  whi<di  he  came, 
where,  Mr.  0.  asked,  is  the  widow  of  Colonel 
White,  bom  to  a  splendid  fortune,  the  whole  of 
which  was  expended  in  the  Revolutionary  wai  t 
She  is  old,  and  in  need  of  aid.  I  have,  said  he, 
a  petition  to  present  to  this  House,  from  this 
venerable  lady,  making  the  most  feeling  appeal 
to  Congress  in  her  behalf;  yet,  in  answering 
her  letter,  assuring  her  of  the  pleasure  I  should 
have  in  presenting  her  memorial  to  the  House, 
I  did  not  venture  to  hold  out  to  her  the  most 
distant  hope  of  success  in  her  application. 
Look  abroad,  said  Mr.  C,  in  all  the  walks  of 
life,  and  see  how  many  indigent  families  there 
are  of  individuaLs  who  have  rendered  most  dis- 
tinguished services  to  their  country.  Shall  we 
select  the  families  of  those  who  wore  epaulettes 
on  their  shoulders  and  swords  by  their  sides, 
for  peculiar  favor,  whilst  we  leave  to  pine  in 
penury  the  families  of  those  who  have  spent 
their  lives  in  civil  service?  Not,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  he  would  extend  the  principle  of  pensions 
to  civil  life;  but  he  would  restrict  it  to  its 
present  limit,  within  which  it  is  safe.  There 
was  nothing  more  insinuating  than  implications 
of  this  desoription.  But,  he  said,  look  to  what 
they  had  led  in  other  countries.  Look  to  the 
pension  list  of  England,  swelled  to  an  amount 
enormously  great.  Nay,  look  to  our  own  pen- 
sion list,  already  amounting  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually.  Let  us  not,  sud  Mr. 
Clat,  surrender  ourselves  to  the  captivating 
eloquence  which  we  have  heard  on.  to  is  occa- 
sion, on  all  sides  of  the  House ;  let  us  rather  b« 
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influenced  by  reason,  principle,  and  precedent. 
Let  US  pQt  some  limit  to  this  principle  of  grati- 
tude, however  justly  it  has  been  extolled.  When 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
now  no  more,  first  introduced  a  bill  containing 
this  provision,  as  well  as  the  one  which  passed 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Commodore  Perry,  I  told  the  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  0.,  that  we  were  going  too  far.  When  I 
appealed  to  his  better  judgment,  and  pointed 
out  the  fat^  consequences  of  this  precedent,  he 
consented  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  the 
mother.  I  hope  we  too  shall,  on  this  occasion, 
availing  ourselves  of  his  enlightened  wisdom, 
pursue  the  course  which  it  dictated  to  him,  and 
refuse  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the  sin- 
gle purpose  of  asking  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  how,  upon  his  own  prin- 
ciples, "he  reconciled  his  support  of  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  widow  ancj  children  of  Oom- 
moaore  Perry,  with  his  opposition  to  this  bill? 
Whether  the  bill  first  mentioned,  was  not  the 
very  departure  from  principle  against  which  the 
gentleman  has  warned  the  House  this  morning  ? 

Mr.  Glat  said  it  was  a  departure  from  the 
general  rule.  But,  having  already  departed 
m>m  it,  shall  we  make  another  and  much  wider 
departure  ?  With  regard  to  that  bill,  however, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  rendered  it  no  special  sap- 

Eort,  and  he  did  not  know  whether  or  not  he 
ad  voted  upon  it.  It  was  a  departure,  but  it 
was  a  safe  departure  when  compared  with  that 
which  was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  EjtEMSB,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  rose  and 
eaid,  he  did  not  calculate  that  he  was  able  to 
throw  much  new  light  on  the  subject ;  but  he 
was  impressed  with  the  history  of  this  venerar 
ble  lady,  whose  son  had  perished  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  She  had  no  other  prop  or  stay. 
That  son  had,  by  his  services,  enabled  ns  to 
wrest  the  savage  tomahawk  from  the  hands  of 
the  Indian,  and  had  quieted  the  fears  of  women 
and  children  through  hundreds  of  miles  of  the 
frontier.  She  could  point  to  her  son,  and  say 
to  the  people,  "  This  my  son  dried  your  tears, 
and  drove  your  fears  away."  If  we  want  sol- 
diers, we  must  give  them  a  love  for  heroic  ac- 
tions. You  must  be  able  to  say  to  your  sons, 
^^  Behold  that  venerable  lady ;  she  gave  birth 
to  a  gallant  son,  who  fought  in  defence  of  his 
country.  He  died  and  left  her  poor,  and  now 
that  country  gratefully  maintains  her."  Would 
not  the  House  enable  American  parents  to  say 
this  ?  He  need  not  wait  for  their  answer.  He 
wanted,  he  said,  to  reply  to'  the  honorable 
speaker,  by  a  single  word.  To  compare  the 
services  of  a  common  soldier  with  those  of 
«uch  a  commander  as  Perry,  was  like  compar- 
ing the  strength  and  size  of  a  child  to  those  of 
a  giant.  He  had  laid  his  bosom  bare  to  every 
danger  on  the  seas,  and  even  in  the  tented  field, 
while  others  staid  at  home,  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  Executive  favor.  Mr.  K.  said  he 
should  not  longer  trouble  the  House,  and  re- 
sumed his  seat. 


The  question  was  taken  on  strikiDg  oottbe 
enacting  clause,  (in  effect  to  reject  the  billi 
and  carried,  ayes,  121 ;  but,  alter  being  r^rtei 
to  the  House, 

Mr.  Aroher,  of  Virgmia,  moved  to  reccm- 
mit  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  asoertain  whetbs 
some  modification  of  it  could  not  be  nflde.  bj 
a  limitation  of  the  term  of  the  peosion  or  o^ 
erwise,  so  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Hoose. 

This  motion  prevailed,  but  not  by  any  ooo- 
siderable  minority. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Honae  adyoomei 


Monday,  January  12. 
Eodd  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Vanob,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  folloiaj 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  & 
on  the  table,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  iDdCfi^ 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  apfBop^ai- 
ing  twenty  thousand  dollara,  to  be  expended  is  k^ts 
ont  and  opening  a  road  from  Detroit,  in  th«TeiQ3P 
of  Michigan,  to  the  Ohio  State  line,  where  the  id 
from  Detroit  to  Fort  Meigs  croeaes  the  i 


Mr.  Yaitcb  said  that  he  oould  not  doubt  cva 
the  liberality  shown  to  other  Territonei  ^ 
the  House  would  direct  the  proposed  inqxp 
Every  gentieman  in  the  least  ac^nainUd  ft 
the  situation  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan^  o^ 
know  that  it  presented  the  most  viilDen^^ 
point  on  our  frontier,  and  most  needed  all  ws^ 
for  public  protection. 

TheMarquii  Lc^fayette. 
Mr.  MiTOHELL,  of  Maryland,  sabnutted^ 
following  preamble  and  joint  resolaiion,  vh: 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabk  ^ 

Whereas,  that  distingniahed  chamidon  of  irttax. 
and  hero  of  our  Revolution,  the  friend  and  aarcn 
of  Washington,  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  s  ydssfi 
General  Officer  in  our  Revolutionary  war,  has  a- 
pressed  an  anxious  desire  to  viat  this  country.  * 
independence  of  which  his  valor,  blood,  and  ti&ss. 
were  so  instrumental  in  achieving :  Therefore, 

Be  it  retolved  by  the  Senate  and  ffcvte  (ffBff- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  AfnerieainCs^f^ 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SW»* 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Marquis  De  U&7: 
ette  the  expresaton  of  thooe  eentiments  of  prot<^ 
respect,  gratitude,  and  affectionate  attachment,  «^ 
are  cheruhed  towards  him  by  the  Govemmest  i*' 
people  of  this  countiy;  and  to  assure  him  thtx  ^ 
execution  of  his  wish  and  intentiou  to  visit  U' 
country,  will  be  hailed  by  the  people  and  Gowf-" 
ment  with  patriotic  pride  and  joy. 

And  he  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Presidento:* 
United  States  be  requested  to  ascertain  frcaa  =« 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  the  time  when  it  msj  bf  ^^ 
agreeable  for  him  to  perform  his  visit,  and  thai  f 
o&r  to  the  Marquis  a  conveyance  to  this  oottntn  s 
one  of  our  national  ships. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time,  and  <»■ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Relirfof  Land  Furchaaers. 

Mr.  Bamkik,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instrnoted,  on  the  18th 
nit.,  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving, 
and  continuing  in  force,  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Mareh^  1821,  pnrahasers 
were  allowed  untQ  the  80th  of  September  following  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  law  refeired  to  in  the  xesolu- 
tioa  From  some  delay  in  transmitting  the  necessary 
Instructions  to  the  several  land  offices,  the  limited 
time  which  was  given  to  file  the  f4>plication8  for  the 
benefit  of  that  law,  and  the  remote  situation  of  some 
of  the  claimants  from  the  land  offices  where  such  ap- 
plications were  required  to  be  filed,  Congress,  believ- 
ing a  revival  of  the  act  of  1821  expedient,  passed  the 
supplementary  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1822.  That 
law  gave  aU  those  who  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  original  act  an  opportunity  to 
do  so,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  30th  of  September, 
1822.  Notwithstanding  this  extension  of  time,  it 
was  discovered,  from  numerous  petitions  presented  to 
Congress,  at  Iheir  last  session,  that  a  laige  class  of 
cases  existed,  and  which  were  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  where  individuals  intended  to  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  but,  from  ac- 
cident or  misfortune,  had  been  prevented  from  filing 
their  applications  in  due  time.  For  these  cases,  pro- 
vision was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  8d  of 
April,  1823.  Your  committee  believe  that  these  laws 
have  afforded  a  sufficient  opportunity  to  all  who  were 
attentive  to  their  own  interest,  to  have  obtained  the 
relief  provided  by  them ;  and  they  have  no  informa- 
tion which  would,  in  their  opinion,  justify  recom- 
mending to  Congress  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
reviving  and  continuing  in  force  the  provisions  of  the 
•ct  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  We  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  lime,  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820." 

Retohitumary  Fennom. 
Mr.  Edwabds,  of  North  Carolina,  frx)m  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  who 
-were  instructed,  on  the 26th  ultimo,  "to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  the  net 
amount  of  annual  income  which  shall  disqualify 
nny  applicant  from  being  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  under  the  acts  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
and  1st  of  May,  1820,^*  made  a  report  against 
the  expediency  of  fixing  the  said  amount ;  which 
-was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  authorized  to  place  on  the  pension  list 
every  person  who  served  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, In  the  manner  and  for  the  term  therein  speci- 
fied ;  provided  he  is  in  such  *'  reduced  circumstances 
as  to  need  the  assistance  of  his  country  for  support'' 
That,  by  the  supplemental  act  of  May  1, 1820,  the  ap- 
plicant is  required  to  exhihit  a  schedule  and  valuation 


ofhis  property,  hi  order  to  entitle  himself  to  the  benefits 
of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  above  mentioned;  and  it  is 
made  *'  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to 
be  struck  from  ibe  list  of  pensioners  every  person  who 
shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent  circum- 
stances as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
assistance  ofhis  country."  The  design  of  Congress, 
evidently,  was  to  extend  the  benefits  of  these  acts 
only  to  those  whose  condition  in  life,  both  as  to  pro- 
perty and  hodily  infirmity,  rendered  them  dependent  ' 
on  charity  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  this  rule  has  been  uniformly  ob- 
served in  their  execution  ;  and  think  it  could  not,  in 
good  policy,  be  departed  from.  The  rule  then  being 
to  grant  relief  to  the  necessitous  only,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  its  equal  and  just  operation  can 
only  be  secured  by  trusting  its  application  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  neoos- ' 
sities  of  the  applicant  do  not  depend  simply  upon  the 
amount  of  property  he  has ;  but,  also,  on  the  number 
of  his  family ;  his  bodily  strength  or  weakness ;  and 
the  deamess  or  cheapness  of  articles  of  subsistence  in 
the  portion  of  countiy  in  which  he  lives.  Considera- 
tions like  these  must  obviously  be  referred  to  the 
discretion  of  some  one.  To  fix  any  amount  of  pro- 
perty or  income  as  the  rule  by  which  applicants  shall 
be  excluded,  would  introduce  a  principle  very  unjust 
in  its  operation.  The  incomes  of  individuals  vary  ac- 
cording to  their  industry,  economy,  and  good  manage- 
ment ;  and  the  improvident  would  be  benefited,  whjle 
the  prudent  and  industrious  might  be  excluded  by 
such  a  rule.  No  amount  of  property  could  be  adopt- 
ed as  the  rule ;  because,  what  would  be  a  competent 
support  for  one,  might  be  too  little  or  too  much  for 
another.  The  committee,  therefore^  believe  it  im- 
practicable to  adopt  any  nde  of  valuation  which  would 
be  just  in  its  operation,  or  which  would  not  involve 
great  difficulty  in  its  execution ;  and  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaiy 
Pemdons  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera-> 
tion  of  this  subject 

SurwyBfor  Roads  and  OandU, 
Mr.  Hemphill  moyed  to  postpone  the  orde» 
of  tlie  day,  to  take  np  the  bUl  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  surveys  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals.  The  motion  was  carried,  ayes  77,  noes 
55,  and  the  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  of  PemiBTlyania,  observed, 
that  the  subject  of  internal  maprovements,  by 
the  General  Government,  had  for  a  long  time 
been  before  the  nation  in  a  variety  of  shapes; 
and  that  its  execution,  in  part,  had  only  been 
retarded  in  consequence  of  opinions  entertained 
by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  prede- 
cessor, as  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress to  carry  into  effect  a  system  of  internal 
improvements.  In  support  of  the  power  of 
Congress,  many  resolutions  have  been  adopted 
in  this  Honse ;  and  two  bills,  predicated  on  such 
a  power,  passed  both  branches  of  the  NationaL 
Legislature.  These  bills,  we  all  know,  were 
rejected  by  the  veto  of  the  Executive;  bnt 
nothing  could  be  more  highly  reconmiended 
than  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  both  by 
Mr.  Madison  and  President  Monroe.  They 
deemed  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  produce  a 
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change  in  the  conBtitution.  The  language  of  the 
President,  on  this  subject,  is  as  strong  as  it 
could  be ;  he  said,  if  the  right  exists,  it  ought  to 
be  forthwith  exercised. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  need  not  speak  at  large ;  the  experience  of 
the  world  tests  the  utility  of  good  roada,  canals, 
and  bridges.  By  means  of  these,  the  inland 
trade  of  China  has  grown  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  market  of  Europe.  It  has  become  famil- 
iar to  us,  on  this  subject,  that,  in  Engird,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  first  obtained  a  charter  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George  UL,  to 
make  a  canal  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  cod 
from  his  estate  to  Mancnester;  the  benefit  of 
this  canal  was  so  great,  that  it  gave  encourage- 
ment for  others,  and  George  m.  lived  to  see 
more  than  a  hundred  canals  in  his  kingdom ; 
some  of  them  passing  through  hills,  by  tunnels, 
and  others  over  valleys  and  rivers,  by  aqueducts. 
By  means  of  these,  tibere  is  an  internal  commu- 
nication between  most  of  the  great  towns ;  and 
there  are  few  places  in  England  more  than  fif- 
teen miles  from  a  water  communication.  The 
late  Union  Oanal,  in  Scotland,  which  opens  a 
communication  between  the  two  populous  cities 
of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  is  of  a  8i2se  sufiKcient 
for  large  vessels.  In  Holland  and  ^e  Nether- 
lands, canals  are  said  to  be  as  common  as  roads 
in  other  countries.  It  would  be  an  easy  task 
to  go  into  some  detail,  but  I  consider  it  mmeoes- 
sar^,  the  subject  is  so  well  understood. 

The  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  said 
Mr.  H.,  were  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
be  more  efficacious  than  otherwise,  to  leave  the 
routes  to  be  surveyed  entirely  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Preaident,  and  that  it  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  designate  them  in  the  bilL  The 
"President  will  unquestionably  act^  in  the  first 
instance,  on  the  most  prominent  objects  as  a 
basis  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 
and  the  improving  of  water-courses,  in  order  to 
benefit  internal  commerce  among  the  States, 
and  to  facilitate  and  give  security  to  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  nation.  For  this  purpose 
he  can  call  to  his  assistance  any  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  or  practical  civil  engineers,  who 
possess  many  advantages,  from  the  explorations 
they  have  already  made.  In  this  respect  the 
present  bill  difiS^rs  from  the  one  reported  at  the 
last  session,  which  provided  for  plans  and  esti- 
mates fbr  a  national  road  from  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington to  New  Orleans,  and  for  canaJs  from  the 
harbor  of  Boston  to  the  South,  along  the  At- 
lantic sea  coast,  and  to  connect  tiie  waters  of  the 
Ohio  above  with  those  below  the  falls  at  Louis- 
ville; Lake  Eria  with  the  Ohio  River;  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac  with  the  same  stream  at 
Cumberland ;  and  for  communications  between 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  rivers  Seneca  and 
Genesee,  which  empty  into  Lake  Ontario,  and 
between  the  Tennessee  and  Savannah,  and  also 
between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama^  and  Tombig- 
bee  rivers. 

I  sincerily  believe,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
people  are  fully  prepared  for,  and  that  the  spirit 


of  the  nation  would  now  justify,  the 
ture  of  large  sums  on  great  national  o1 
The  expense  of  twenty  or  twenty-five 
ought  to  form  no  objection;  for,  if  the  debt 
should  go  down  to  posterity,  it  will  carry  with 
it  a  legacy  of  a  thousand  times  its  valne.  ?e 
are  under  no  pressing  obligation  to  disdiargeh 
immediately;  but  admit  that  we  are,  ofvlut 
consequence,  compared  with  the  object,  voolj 
such  a  sum  be,  when  its  expenditure  woddbe 
spread  over  a  period  of  ten  or  fifteen  jeint 

We  can  never  expect  to  see  more  pro^^tn! 
times  for  the  commencement  of  public  imdv- 
takings.  Kthis  subject  is'  slumbered  orerfer 
centuries,  the  same  reasons  will  be  mged  agalnt 
public  works  that  arc  now. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  Hemphill  moved  tiiattie 
blank  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill  be  fiM 
with  $30,000. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboxtb  offered  a  motion  (wbid 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  superseded  tktto 
fill  the  blank)  to  strike  out  the  enacting  draft 
of  the  bill.  He  did  this,  he  said,  in  allfainiea 
that  the  sense  of  the  House  might  first  be  oir 
tained  on  the  general  principles  involved  intk 
bill,  before  any  thing  should  be  determiaeda 
to  its  details.  Wiping,  also,  to  deliTerli 
views  on  the  subject,  and  the  hour  bdng  nov 
rather  late,  he  moved  that  the  committee  shod 
rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Iliese  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  oodthss- 
tion  which  followed,  Mr.  Babboub  vithdRf. 

M.  Mebobs,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  thid 
that  this  bill  was  calculated  in  any  msnnerts 
test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  great  qv- 
tions  of  the  power  of  Congress  in  r^vd  toia- 
temal  improvement,  and  the  e^>^eoc7  i 
exercising  it.  He  conceived  it  nught  be  & 
tremely  proper  to  employ  the  topogn^ 
engineers  in  these  surveys,  without  inTWTs: 
the  constitutional  question  at  all,  and  indeed 
that  they  could  not  be  better  employed.  ^ 
M.  adverted  to  the  opinions  of  the  Sxecotin 
on  this  subject,  which  he  said  had  not,  thttbt 
knew  of  undergone  any  change.  It  ins  ycI 
known  that  the  President  had  always  ssertei 
the  power  of  the  General  Grovemment  to  app^ 
priate  money  to  complete  roads  and  canals,  te 
had  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  C<»^ 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  of  "^ 
several  States  for  the  purpose  of  making  tb@£> 
But  this  bill,  Mr.  M.  added,  did  not  involn  tbst 
principle,  and  he  did  not  see  that  tiie  discoseic 
of  it  woiQd  now  be  in  place.  He  hoped,  be^ 
the  session  was  at  an  end,  that  a  bill,  which  dc 
involve  the  question,  would  be  fairly  before  ti« 
House,  on  which  the  question  might  be  testi^ 

Mr.  Olat  sidd  he  knew  it  was  possible.  &> 
cording  to  one  interpretation  of  the  coosdt:- 
tion,  to  pass  this  bill  without  involving,  in  tht 
discussion,  the  general  principle  of  the  pow^r-j: 
the  Government  in  regard  to  internal  impw^^ 
ment.  But  he  thought,  for  his  part,  tliat  i^ 
House  could  not  ffdrly  give  its  ^probation  to 
this  bill,  unless  it  also  gave  its  asent  to  ^ 
general  power.    For  what^  he  asked,  does  tke 
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bin  propose  ?    The  makbg  of  certiun  snnreys, 
with  a  view  to  opening  channels  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  means  of  the  Government  and, 
through  the  Post  Office,  the  communication  of 
intelligence  from  one  part  of  Uie  country  to  the 
other.   If  the  Government  has  no  right  to  open 
these  communications,  it  has  no  right  to  make 
the  surveys  which  are   preparatory  to  them. 
He  adverted  to  the  fact  that  when,  some  sixteen 
years  ago,  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  the 
Senate  for  authorizing  a  survey  for  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  a  member,  now 
high  in  office,  was  of  opinion  that,  so  absolutely 
was  the  Government  divested  of  the  power 
over  internal  improvement,  it  could  not  autho- 
rize a  survey  looking  to  such  an  object.    Mr. 
0.  said,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  do  believe 
the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  to  belong 
to  tiie  Government    There   were  some  who 
differed  from  him,  and  deduced  the  power  to 
give  money  for  such  objects  from  the  power  to 
'       appropriate  public  money ;  whilst  he  considered 
'       the  power  to  make  the  improvements  as  draw- 
ing after  it  the  power  to  make  the  appropria- 
tions for  them.    According  to  the  view  which 
he  took  of  the  subject,  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
'       ment  in  regard  to  internal  improvements  was  a 
necessary  and  indispensable  topic  of  discussion 
which  this  bill  involved.    It  would  be  better, 
then,  he  thought,  to  bring  on  the  general  dis- 
cussion first,  and  after  the  House  should  be 
satisfied  of  its  power,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  sum  of  money  which  it  might  be  necessary 
to  appropriate  to  these  national  purposes. 

The  committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Babboub,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuiSDAT,  January  18. 
Michigan  Conte%ted  Election — IneUgMlity  of 
the  Sitting  Delegate  Awrred^-Eligibility  to 
he  Determined  under  the  Ordinance  of  1787^ 
and  not  under  the  Constitution  qfthe  United 
Statee — Contested  Election,* 
Mr.  Sloane  from  the  Conoimittee  on  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John 
Biddle,  contesting  the  right  of  Gabriel  Rion- 
ARD  to  a  seat  in  this  House  as  the  delegate  of 
Michigan,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.    The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  petitioiier  olgects  to  the  right  of  the  sitting 
delegate  to  retain  his  seat,  for  the  following  reasons  : 
Ist.  That  he  is  not  a  dtizen  of  the  United  States, 
hut,  on  the  contrazy,  is  an  alien,  owing  allegiance  to 

*  This  is  ono  of  the  esses  of  contested  elections  which  re- 
tains a  saryiTing  Interest,  in  showing  that  the  quallflcations 
of  dolegates  from  Territories  are  to  be  determined  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  not  bj  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  an  alien,  not  being  disqualified  bj  that 
ordinaaoo,  or  bj  any  set  of  Ck>ngre8s,  may  serre  In  Oongrees 
MB  delegate :  where,  In  fhet,  be  has  no  power,  only  a  right  to 
•poak,  (and  that  Intended  to  be  on  the  slhln  of  his  Terri- 
tory,) without  the  priTilege  of  TOtlng  upon  any  thing  even 
iwhich  concerned  the  Territory. 


a  foreign  power;  and  that  alihoogh  he  has  been 
natnraUzed  before  a  court  of  the  Territory,  yet  that 
this  ooort  not  being  of  that  description  whioh,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  anthorized  to  ad* 
mit  aliens  to  become  citisens,  his  admlsnon  is  of  no 
validity. 

2d.  That,  even  admitting  the  authority  of  the 
court,  the  naturalization  not  having  taken  plaoe  one 
year  previous  to  the  election,  he  is  still  disqualified 
from  retaining  his  seat.  In  entering  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  the  first  point  that  presents 
itself  is  the  authority  on  which  the  right  of  a  Teiri- 
toiy  to  be  represented  bv  a  delegate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  founded ;  and  next,  the  qualifica- 
tions which  it  is  requisite  such  delegates  should  pos- 
sess. The  office  is  one  which  is  not  provided  for  in 
the  constitution.  It  grew  out  of  the  ordinance  of 
Congress  for  the  goYemment  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  passed  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  has  formed  the 
basis  of  all  the  territorial  governments  which  have 
since  existed.  By  that  ordinance  no  qualifioationt 
were  required  of  the  person  elected  a  delegate ;  nor  do 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  subse- 
quently passed  in  relation  to  the  election  of  delegates 
from  other  Tenitories,  prescribe  any.  The  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  discuss^  mudi  less  to  decide, 
the  propriety  of  allowing  persons  who  are  net  citi- 
sens  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  owe  allegi- 
ance to  a  foreign  Government  to  hold  seats  in  this 
House  as  delegates  from  Territories.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  state  the  fact,  that  there  are  no  statntoiy 
provisions  on  the  subject;  and  that,  unless  it  can  be 
deduced  from  the  general  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, there  is  no  authority  to  exclude  an  alien  from 
holding  a  seat  in  Congress  as  a  delegate  fiom  a  Ter- 
ritory. The  case  uoder  consideration  does  no^ 
however,  present  itself  in  such  manner  as  to  render  a 
decision  of  this  point  absolutely  neoessaiy.  By  the 
documents  which  have  been  referred,  it  appears  that 
the  sitting  delegate  is  a  native  of  J<Vanoe ;  that  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  Stetes  in  1792,  with  an  in- 
tention of  residing  therein ;  that  be  has  su  resided 
until  the  present  time ;  that  in  June,  1828,  ne  made 
application  to  the  court  of  Wayne  county,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  then  holden  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  and  was  a£nitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Statea  The  question  now  comes  up  for  con- 
sideration, whether  this  court  is  of  the  de8(?ription 
which  have  authority  competent  to  perform  acts  of 
this  kind.  The  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  14th  of 
April,  1802,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  establish  a  uniform 
nde  of  naturalisatiQn,  and  to  repeal  all  the  acts  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subjeot^**  provides  that  aliona 
may  be  admitted  to  become  citiaens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  **  supreme,  superior,  district,  or  cir- 
cuit court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  terri- 
torial jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  or  a  cii^ 
cult  or  district  court  of  the  United  States."  In  a 
law  of  Congress  which  was  designed  to  confer  jurib- 
diction  on  other  courts  than  uose  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  courts  were  possessed  of  difierent 
powers,  and  variously  constituted,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  describe  each  court  by  that  name 
or  appellation  which  it  received  in  the  law  of  the 
State  or  Territory  by  which  it  was  established.  Be- 
sides, was  such  precision  to  be  obeerved,  Congress 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  altering  the  law  to 
meet  eveiy  change  whioh  the  diflferent  Stales  mig^t 
find  it  convenient  to  make  in  their  judicial  system, 
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or  otherwise  the  ohject  of  the  law  might,  in  ome 
States,  he  entirely  defeated.  In  making  provision 
for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  the  intention  of 
Congress  ohvionsly  was  to  confide  it  to  all  courts  which 
possessed  those  attributes  that  would  render  them  safe 
depositories  of  the  trust  reposed.  And  the  terms  em- 
ployed to  describe  them  must  he  construed  to  relate 
to  their  powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  not  to  the  name 
or  appellation  by  which  they  were  respectively  desig- 
nated in  the  laws  of  the  States  or  Territories  in  which 
they  exist.  That  this  is  a  fair  construction,  will  ap- 
pear manifest  from  the  provisions  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  same  ace,  which  declares  "that  eveiy 
«ourt  of  record,  in  any  individual  State,  having  com- 
mon law  jurisdiction,  and  a  seal,  and  clerk  or  pro- 
thonotary,  shall  be  considered  as  a  district  court 
witliin  the  meaning  of  this  act.** 

The  exceptions  taken  to  the  authority  of  a  county 
court  of  a  Territory  to  admit  aliens  to  become  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  are  founded  on  the  reference 
in  this  section  to  State  courts,  and  the  omission  to 
include  the  courts  of  a  similar  character  in  the  Terri- 
triet.  But  this  section,  it  must  be  observed,  is  mere- 
ly declaratory,  and  cannot  justly  be  construed  to  con- 
tain any  thing  more  than  an  explanation  of  what  waa 
intended  to  be  understood  by  the  terms  *^  district  and 
cucuit  court"  Let  us  see  what  is  the  interpretation. 
It  is,  "  that  every  court  of  record  which  possesses 
certain  other  attributes,  which  are  enumerated,  is  to 
he  considered  as  a  district  court.**  Here  is  no  new 
grant  of  power,  but  only  a  declaration  of  the  char- 
acter in  which  those  courts  are  considered ;  and  the 
omission  of  the  territorial  courts  in  this  section  can- 
not be  construed  to  annul  the  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  first  section.  The  reason  for  enacting 
the  first  section,  was  obviously  to  explain  away 
certain  doubts  which  appear  by  the  preamble  to 
have  existed  in  regard  to  soiAe  of  the  courts  in  certain 
States;  and  the  presumption  is,  that,  in  respect  to 
the  territorial  courts,  no  such  doubts  were  su^j^sted, 
and  hence  the  omissioa  Should  this  view  of  the 
subject  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  the  county  courts  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  are  to  be  considered  as 
district  courts,  and  competent  to  admit  alieus  to  he- 
come  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  as  the 
sitting  delegate  was  naturalized  before  one  of  those 
courts,  he  thereby  became,  and  in  fact,  now  is,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  second  objection,  viz :  That,  even  admit- 
ting the  validity  of  the  naturalization,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  take  place  one  year  before  the  election,  the  sitting 
delegate  was  not  at  that  time  legally  qualified,  inas- 
much as  he  had  not  resided  in  the  Territory  one  year 
previous  to  the  election  in  the  quality  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  authority  relied  on  to  sup- 
port this  position,  is  the  act  of  Congress  **  authorising 
the  election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Terri- 
tory to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
tending the  light  of  suffirage  to  the  citizens  of  said 
Territory,**  passed  the  16th  of  February,  1819 ;  and 
'  the  ''  act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes,**  passed  the  8d  of  March, 
1828.  The  fonner  of  these  acts  provides  "that 
every  free  white  male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  resided 
therein  one  year  next  preceding  the  election,'*  &c., 
•hall  be  entided  to  vote  at  sooh  election  fi>r  a  dele- 


gate to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  IVIat^     > 
ter  act  provides  that  all  citizens  of  the  United  Sb*.^ 
having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  ictotthi 
16th  of  P'ebruary,  1 8 19,  shall  be  eligible  to  aoT  cSh     ' 
in  said  Territory.     The  committee  will  not  nndertit*     , 
to  decide  whether  the  station  of  delegate  is  soclu 
office  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of  thii  act.  be. 
even  admitting  that  it  is,  the  condnaon  rZI  it    \ 
prejudice  the  right  of  the  sitting  delegate  to  bl>  k-jl 
Neither  of  the  acts  referred  to  reqnire  that  the  per- 
son shall  possess  the  qualifications  ennmented  a:  cj    I 
other  time  than  that  at  which  the  eleetioa  li? 
place.     It  is  not  the  citizen  who  is  required  tu  ::r* 
resided  in  that  quality  for  one  year  next  precox- 
the  election.     It  is  &e  person,  the  isdividnil  ^ 
man,  who  is  spoken  of,  and  who  is  to  dosks?  i- 
qualifications  of  residence,  age,  freedom,  ca^  a:  '- 
time  he  offers  to  vote,  or  is  to  be  voted  for,  c:  u-  = 
the  privileges  and  franchises  which  those  acts  be^*  * 
From  a  careful  examination  of  the  case  in  aH  hs  Sv    I 
ings  and  relations,  the  committee  are  impeHei '  t 
conclusion  that  the  sitting  delegate  was  at  tbt '. 
of  his  election  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stiites,  y^^   \ 
ed  of  all  the  constitutional  and  legal  qnaE^i : 
to  render  him  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  present «  -- 
gress,  and  do,  therefore,  submit  the  foUowing  i^-   | 
lution : 

"  Resolved,  That  Gabriel  Richard  is  entitled  t . 
seat  in  this  House,  as  a  delegate  from  the  Tti^-'' 
of  Michigan.'* 

Marquis  Lafayette, 

The  joint  resolutions  yesterday  moved  bylt 
MiTOiTELL,  of  Maryland,  looking  to  thev"-'^  I 
bility  of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  Lafeyeu. " 
this  country,  and  proposing  to  send  aDit'': 
ship  for  him,  were  read  a  second  time;  tti - 
question  being  on  ordering  them  to  a  '^' 
reading — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Coxwcr  h 
the  resolutions  on  the  table,  to  give  tioR 
further  consideration  thereon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — 80  to  74. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  expr^ 
his  wish  to  have  more  authentic  infonuAiK* 
tJie  expressions  of  General  Lafayette  on  t^  ^  < 
ject  of  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  He  tii< :: 
the  House  was  not  in  possession  of  sucliv' 
mation  on  the  subject  as  would  justifj  i ' 
upon  it — ^intimating,  that  if  he  was  pnx  ' 
apprised  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  press 
he  did  not  know  that  he  should  ohject  t( : 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Bbent,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  did  not  r : 
sider  it  material  to  a  decision  on  these  r«^ 
tions,  whether  of  not  it  was  the  wish  *<  •- 
Marquis  Lafayette  to  visit  the  United  Sa:*- 
But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  seen  letters  irom  : 
Marquis  himself  expressing  that  wish,   ^i]^ 
seen  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Davezac.  of  N" 
Orleans,  wherein  Marquis  La&yette  staicci 
it  was  his  intention  to  visit  the  United  ^j^ 
once  more  before  he  died.     One  of  he  ( 
leagues,  also,  (Mr.  LiviwobtoNj)  had  reoei^*'' 
letter  to  the  same  effect.   Mr.  B.  sud.  be  b>:  - 
on  this  occasion,  not  only  an  affinnative  I'-t 
unanimous  vote. 
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Mr.  BiOH,  of  Vennont,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolntioQ  hj  striking  out  the  words  ^*  expressed 
an  anxious  wish,"  and  insert  in  lien  thereof 
^^onnoanoed  his  intention,"  to  visit  the  United 
States,  &c, 

Mr.  CoKDiOT,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  it 
would  he  mach  more  coxnpetent  for  a  commit- 
tee than  for  the  whole  House  to  amend  the 
phraseology  of  a  resolve,  and,  as  there  seemed 
to  he  some  douht  as  to  the  phraseology  of  the 
preamble  at  least,  he  moved  to  refer  the  reso- 
lutions to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Oondict,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Hol- 
OOMBE,  Mr.  Brekt,  Mr.  Citthbebt,  Mr.  0am- 
BRBLENO,  and  Mr.  LiviNOSTOif,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee.  . 

Surveys  for  Roads  and  CanaU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday.  Mr. 
Foot  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  considerar 
tion  of  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  necessary 
surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  on  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  was  resumed. 

The  bill,  observed  Mr.  B.,  proposes  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals ;  and  its  advocates  had  urged  that  it  was 
merely  a  measure  to  procure  useful  information ; 
but  it  sought  that  information  avowedly  with 
reference  to  an  ulterior  object ;  and  if  this  ulte- 
rior measure  be  not  constitutionally  within  the 
powers  of  Congress,  'then,  he  contended,  that 
Congress  were  not  warranted  in  taking  the  pre- 
paratory step  now  proposed.  He  should  trouble 
the  House  with  no  remarks  on  the  generrd  sub- 
ject of  internal  improvements ;  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  good  roads  and  canals  none 
deny;  he  fully  accorded  in  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  saving  of  expense  and  promotion  of  inter- 
course which  must  necessarily  result  from  them. 
But  the  question  now  to  be  argued  was  of  a 
different  complexion — ^it  was  the  question  of 
power.  He  had  long  been  of  opinion,  l^at 
Congress  was  not  possessed  of  this  power  under 
the  constitution,  as  that  instrument  now  stands ; 
and  it  would  be  the  object  of  his  present  discus- 
sion to  prove  this. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of 
the  constitution  itself,  in  reference  to  the  power 
in  question.  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  how- 
ever, first,  to  look  at  the  great  diversity  of 
opinion  among  those  who  professed  to  derive 
the  power  of  making  IntemaJ  improvements 
from  the  constitution.  Some  thought  it  might  be 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  States  concerned ; 
others,  without  that  consent.  Some  drew  it 
from  one  part  of  the  constitution,  some  from 
another.  Some'  maintain  that  Congress  has  the 
power  without  the  section  which  authorizes 
them  to  collect  taxes,  <Scc. ;  others,  that  it  has 
not.  All  these  various  classes  of  advocates, 
liowever  diverse  or  incompatible  their  varioua 


opinions  might  be,  were,  he  did  not  doubt,  as 
sincere  in  holding  and  in  expressing  them,  as 
he  himself  was  in  the  views  he  took  on  the 
subject.  He  should  think  it  needless  to  occupy 
much  time  to  prove  that,  if  Congress  possessed 
the  power  at  all,  they  needed  not  the  assent  of 
the  States  through  which  the  improvements 
were  to  pass,  though  such  assent  had  been 
asked  as  to  the  Cumberland  road.  For,  what- 
ever powers  the  constitution  has  given  them, 
they  may  not  only  exercise  without  the  assent 
of  the  States,  but  against  their  will,  within 
constitutional  limits.  Take,  for  example,  the 
power  of  taxation;  and  so  of  their  other 
powers.  If  assent  is  to  be  procured,  it  implies 
that  it  cannot  be  done  without  such  assent;  but 
if  the  assent  give  the  authority,  it  follows  that, 
by  the  assent  of  a  few  States,  a  new  power 
may  be  imparted;  whereas,  to  get  a  new 
power  requires  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  can  only  be  done  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  that  instrument.  There  are,  in- 
deed, a  few  cases  in  which  the  constitution  re- 
quires the  assent  of  the  States,  such  as  the 
purchase  of  sites  for  forts,  arsenaLs,  &c.,  but 
the  very  requisition  of  assent  in  these  cases, 
utterly  excludes  the  idea  of  its  necessity  in  any 
others. 

K  no  consent  is  required  from  the  States,  it 
must  be  because  the  power  is  granted  by  the 
constitution.  Is  it  granted?  asked  Mr.  B.  I 
cannot  find  such  a  word  in  any  part  of  that  in- 
strument, as  power  to  make  canals.  He  here 
read  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  (General  Hamilton,)  in 
which,  he  contended,  that  that  statesman  did 
not  pretend  to  claim  such  a  power  as  belonging 
to  the  General  Government.  He  was,  in  that 
report,  opposing  the  force  of  the  arguments  of 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  in 
respect  to  l^e  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  but,  though  strenuous  in  his  op- 
position, he  admitted  **  that  a  special  power  to 
incorporate,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  canals. 
would  have  been  necessary,  except  with  regard 
to  the  Western  Territory ;  there  being  nothing, 
in  any  part  of  the  constitution,  respecting  the 
regulation  of  canals.''  It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  is  a  positive 
power,  granted  by  the  constitution ;  it  is  sup- 
posed, however,  to  be  implied  in  some  of  those 
expressly  enumerated.  From  which  of  these 
is  it  sought  to  be  derived?  Some  say  from 
that  clause  which  gives  to  Congress  "  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States."  For  himself,  it  had 
always  been  his  opinion  that  this  grant  extend- 
ed no  farther  than  to  prescribing  the  terms  on 
which  this  commerce  shall  be  conducted.  He 
had  derived  this  opinion  equally  from  the 
history  and  the  geographical  position  of  the 
United  States.  The  slightest  glance  at  a  map 
of  the  Union  is  sufiicient  to  show  that,  in  re- 
spect to  commercial  advantages,  some  of  the 
States  are  far  better  situated  than  others ;  and 
this  power  was  given  to  prevent  undue  advan- 
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tage  being  taken  of  those  States  which  were 
less  favorably  situated,  by  the  laying  of  exactions 
on  the  passage  of  their  products  to  a  market, 
A».,  [on  which  part  of  the  subject  he  read  a 
quotation  from  one  of  the  numbers  of  *^  The 
Federalist^']  Here,  he  said,  was  a  precise, 
and  special  reason  for  the  grant  of  this  power, 
which  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  best  explanation 
of  the  power  itself. 

Having  thus  examined  in  succession  the  several 
parts  of  the  constitution,  in  which  the  advocates 
for  internal  improvements  sought  to  find  the 
grant  of  power  to  make  them,  he  wo^d  add 
one  other  view  of  that  instrument  considered 
as  a  whole.  Although  its  framers  went  into 
the  construction  of  it  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  mu- 
tual concessions,  yet  there  is  manifest,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  it,  a  portion  of  mutual  jealousy  also. 
That  spirit  plainly  appears  in  such  regulations 
as  that  which  provides  that  all  direct  taxes 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
several  States — ^that  there  shall  be  no  tax  on 
exports,  &c.  These  provisions  evidently  arose 
ont  of  a  fear  that  some  inequality  might  exist 
in  the  burdens  or  advantages  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment as  apportioned  among  the  States.  But  if 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  thus  intended 
to  guard  by  anticipation,  against  all  such  in- 
equalities, do  I  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  derive  from 
that  £Eust  a  very  strong  argument,  to  show  that 
they  never  meant  to  give  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment municipal  powers,  such  as  internal 
improvements  ?  These  powers  bear  directly  on 
the  internal  affairs  of  a  people  ^most  infinitely 
diversified  in  situation,  circumstances,  and  local 
interests.    Of  what  use  is  it  to  forbid  a  dispro- 

Sortionate  drawing  of  money  from  the  different 
totes,  i^  when  drawn,  according  to  due  pro- 
portion from  each,  it  may  then  be  given  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few,  or  of  a  single  State  ?  Take  an 
illustration  from  the  great  New  York  canal. 
Had  the  expense  of  that  canal  been  borne  by 
the  General  Government  ?  Although  it  would 
in  a  degree  have  ^*  promoted  the  general  wel- 
fare," would  it  not,  out  of  all  proportion,  have 
benefited  the  State  of  New  York  m  particular? 
And  do  what  you  will,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things  it  must  happen,  however  pure  the  inten- 
tions of  Grovernment,  that  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  such  an  interpretation  of  die  constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  system  which  rests  on  that 
interpretation,  will  be  to  produce  an  unequal 
and  disproportionate  apphoation  of  moneys 
drawn  from  all  the  States.  If  this  may  be 
done,  it  is  vain  to  forbid  unequal  taxes,  and 
what  must  be  the  natural  conse<}uence  ?  To 
produce  discontent  and  heart-bummgs  in  those 
parts  of  the  Union  which  are  least  benefited, 
or  not  at  all,  by  the  improvements  effected. 
Some  States  may  be  so  situated  by  geographi- 
cal position,  that  either  a  small  share  only,  or 
no  part  of  the  proposed  improvements  may  be 
made  within  them,  and  when  thev  see  large 
sums  continually  going,  under  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
moting the  general  welfEire,"  to  accomplish 
olgects  whi(£  are  to  benefit  other  States,  a 


jealousy  will  be  excited  dangerom  to  tlie  p«tee 
of  our  country.  It  may  be  said  that  fiochi 
feeling  is  unjustifiable ;  however  that  nuj  be,  it 
is  the  part  of  a  wise  Government,  and  it  tu 
the  design  of  the  authors  of  our  constitutioik, 
to  guard,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  giTiog 
occasion  to  feelings  of  so  pemicions  a<£sn^ 
ter. 

Before  he  concluded,  Mr.  B.  said  he  woold 
refer,  in  anticipation,  to  an  argameot  wbid 
he  doubted  not  to  hear  urged  from  certain  pI^ 
cedents  which  have  already  been  set  by  Con- 
gress on  the  general  subject,  and  which  iit 
Qioueht  by  some  to  cover  the  principle  agaiia 
which  he  was  now  contending. 

The  case  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  (me  rf 
these  precedents.  It  had  been  constracted  not 
by  any  one  of  the  State  governments  throng 
whose  territory  it  passed,  but  by  the  Genenl 
Government,  and  at  the  public  expense.  Terr 
true.  But  diid  not  Congress,  in  the  very  Ki 
providing  for  this  road,  virtually  cede  the  cob- 
stitutional  question,  by  requiring  the  oooKfit 
of  those  States?  If  the  constitution  gives  the 
Congress  power  to  make  roads  where  it  wi, 
"  to  promote  the  general  welfare,"  the  comasi 
of  no  State,  as  he  hoped  he  had  already  proTen, 
can  be  required  to  the  exercise  of  that  povcr: 
and  so  far  was  President  Jefferson  from  belkr- 
ingsuch  a  power  to  be  in  the  possessiiHi  of 
Government,  that  he  expressly  recommendid 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution  in  order  to 
give  it.  On  the  same  ground  President  lb& 
son  rested  his  veto  to  the  act  for  giving  the  bo- 
nus of  the  United  States  Bank,  as  a  ftmd  ior 
internal  improvement;  and  our  preset worthT 
Chief  Magistrate,  although  he  has  approved  arts 
for  the  continuation  and  completion  of  tk 
Cumberland  road,  made  a  distinction  betwm 
power  to  appropriate  for  such  a  road,  and  the 
power  of  jurisdiction  over  it  I  deny  brth. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  had  ea- 
deavored  to  pr^nt  to  the  House  a  ftir,  lai 
at  the  same  time,  brief  statement  of  his  vietf 
on  the  subject ;  he  had  long  been  of  the 
opinion,  that,  however  desirable  or  advu- 
tageous  internal  improvements  might  be,  (>»- 
gress,  by  the  constitution,  had  no  power  to  mik» 
them.  He  knew  that  otner  gentlemen  differed 
widely  from  himself  in  this  opinion,  and  be 
coidd  not,  and  did  not  entertain  the  digbt^ 
doubt  that  they  were  as  sincere  and  irorif^tin 
their  views  as  he  was  in  his ;  both  aides  of  the 
question  would  doubtiess  be  presented  in  argo* 
ment,  and  it  would  be  for  the  committee  to 
decide  between  them. 

Mr.  HoLOOMBB,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  aoc 
observed,  that  the  course  which  he  shonld  take 
in  the  discussion  would  be  widely  diflTerentfroa 
the  one  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentlcin» 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Basboub,)  who  had  jo>! 
taken  his  seat,  and  who  had  addressed  w» 
committee  with  so  much  ingenuity  and  elo- 
quence. I  shall  defend  the  constitutional  r^bt 
—Mr.  H.  observed— and  the  expediency  a 
passing  this  bilL    The  oonstituticmal  ri^t,  is- 
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deed,  in  the  General  GoTernment,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  appropriating  the  public  treasure, 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement^  have  al- 
ways appeared  to  me  propositions  too  obvious 
and  irresistible  to  require  either  illustration  or 
defence;  and  there  is,  surely,  no  fact  in  our 
parliamentary  history  more  remarkable,  than 
the  successful  opposition  which  has  comoatted 
this  bill,  or  the  principle  which  it  involves,  in 
every  stage  of  its  progress.  Posterity  will 
scarcely  credit  it;  especially  when  the  enlight- 
ened period  in  which  we  live,  and  the  spirit 
of  universal  improvement  which  distinguishes 
it,  be  taken  into  consideration.  And  the 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  only  be  explained  by 
referring  it  to  that  obliquity  of  the  human 
mind,  which  arrays  itself  in  opposition  to  all 
new  improvements,  either  in  physics  or  in 
morals;  and  to  all  novel  and  extraordinary 
efforts  of  genius  or  patriotism.  Kidicule  and 
contempt  pursued  the  great  Columbus  from 
court  to  court ;  and  persecution  followed  him 
to  the  grave.  The  grandeur  and  success  of  his 
enterprise  were  insufficient  to  protect  him  from 
the  embittered  vengeance  of  those  whose  vain 
predictions  he  had  so  signally  exposed.  But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
history  for  illustration.  When  Fulton  an- 
nounced the  discovery  of  steam-navigation,  in- 
credulity pointed  to  numerous  failures;  and 
ignorance  asserted  its  folly  and  extravagance. 
But  the  steamboat  floats  upon  the  waters  of 
every  civilized  nation,  and  if  the  contemplated 
improvement  of  another  distinguished  American 
be  not  illusory,  is  destined  to  traverse  the  ocean 
itself,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  with  a 
celerity  heretofore  unprecedented,  and  unim- 
agined— Hsonquering  time  and  sp&ce,  and  draw- 
ing together,  within  the  circle  of  social  and  na- 
tional intercourse,  the  remote  and  scattered 
families  of  the  human  race.  Again,  sir,  when 
the  question  of  the  great  New  York  Canal  was 
first  in  agitation,  public  opinion  pronounced  it 
a  project  visionary  and  impossible.  The  travel- 
ler, indeed,  struck  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
enterprise,  assented  to  its  practicability,  but 
spoke  of  the  ages  necessary  for  its  completion. 
In  less  than  six  years,  however,  the  waters  of 
the  great  Lakes  mingled  with  the  Hudson  I  and 
this  most  brilliant  and  successful  effort  of 
modem  genius  and  enterprise  is  rapidly  hast- 
ening to  its  consummation.  And  such  will  be 
the  splendid  result,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  of 
the  present  question.  It  has  been  denounced, 
lis  unconstitutional,  and  opposed,  as  inexpedient. 
But,  if  innumerable  indications  and  expressions 
of  public  opinion  be  not  entirely  deceptive,  the 
period  is  not  distant— nay,  before  the  very  de- 
corations of  this  Hall  shall  be  soiled  by  the 
hand  of  time— when  a  new  policy,  and  new 

F principles  of  legislation,  shall  be  announced,  by 
iberal  and  munificent  appropriations  by  the 
General  Government,  for  the  purposes  of  in- 
ternal improvement 

The  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  combatted  as  un- 
constitutional and  inexpedient    I  will  examine 


both  points,  as  briefly,  but  perspicuously,  as  I 
am  able. 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  broad  and  express  terms,  has  not  granted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power 
of  appropriating  the  public  treasure  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement,  is  unquestion- 
able. But  that  such  a  power  is  really  secured 
by  a  liberal  construction  of  this  instrument, 
sufficiently  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion in  relation  to  this  question,  has  never  been 
doubted  by  many  politicians.  I  profess  to  be- 
long to  that  number,  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive an  idea  more  extravagant  than  that  a  Gov- 
ernment should  be  constituted  so  utterly  imper- 
fect^ as  to  be  incapable  of  appropriating  its  funds 
for  any  object  which  its  constituted  authoritiea 
might  consider  necessary  for  the  public  welfare. 
History  furnishes  no  such  example.  And  that 
ours  is  actuallysuch  a  Government,  must  presup- 
pose the  most  extraordinary  want  of  foresight  in 
a  body  of  politicians,  (the  framers  of  the  consti- 
tution,) otherwise  remarkable  for  the  acute- 
ness  and  prophetic  sagacity  of  their  views.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard,  and  Justly  too, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the 
ablest  effort  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  But,  if  the 
doctrines  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  be  correct,  a  bitterer  satire 
upon  its  imperfections  could  scarcely  be  pro- 
nounced or  imagined. 

"We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordaia 
and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of 
America.** 

Such,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  a  condensed  but  very 
luminous  view  (its  preamble)  of  the  pervading 

§>irit  and  grand  design  of  the  constitution, 
ut  yet,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  the  bill  under  consideration,  ob- 
viously and  acknowledgedly  indispensable  to  se- 
cure the  public  defence,  and  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  is  unconstitutional  t  But,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  hesitation  of  earlier 
legislators  in  relation  to  the  constitutional  right 
of  appropriating  public  money  for  objects  of 
internal  improvement,  a  practice  or  practices 
have  grown  out  of  the  implied  powers  by  tlie 
constitution,  which,  as  legitimate  precedents, 
appear  to  me,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is 
concerned,  to  be  fully  sufficient  to  remove  all 
obscurity  (if,  indeed,  obscurity  there  be)  from 
the  proper  latitude  of  construction  to  be  given 
to  it.  We  erect  light-houses,  sea  walls,  piers, 
and  buoys,  to  facilitate  commerce ;  we  endow 
military  schools  as  appendages  to  our  military 
system ;  we  construct  costly  ediflces  and  estab- 
lish expensive  libraries,  to  subserve  the  luxury, 
or,  if  you  please,  the  convenience  of  legislation, 
without  startling  the  scruples  or  prejudices  of 
the  most  sensitive.  But  such  acts,  gentlemen 
observe,  are  essential  for  carrying  into  efiect 
powers  expressly  granted.    And  surely,  upon 
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thiB  principle,  (if  no  other  principle  permitted,) 
a  system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  may  be  sustained  and  defended. 
For  are  not  roads  and  canals  obviously  indis- 
pensable for  carrying  into  effect  a  system  of  pub- 
lic defence,  as  provided  for  by  the  constitution  ? 
Indispensable,  indeed,  for  caiTying  into  effect 
the  whole  grand  design  of  that  immortal  in- 
strument— ^the  security,  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  good  people  of  these  States. 

The  right  of  appropriation,  together  with  all 
necessary  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  extends 
in  my  opinion  to  every  act  of  legislation,  which, 
though  unembraced  by  the  express  letter  of  the 
constitution,  will  obviously  and  certainly  pro- 
mote the  public  welfare.  And  this  is  the  con- 
struction, I  am  convinced,  which  public  opinion 
has  given  to  this  question.  The  committee  will 
perceive,  therefore,  that  I  do  not  derive  the 
constitutional  power  of  appropriation  in  this 
case,  as  a  consequent  to  the  power  of  regulating 
internal  or  external  commerce,  or  of  establish- 
ing post-oflSces  and  post  roads,  or  from  an  ex- 
tended and  extravagant  construction  to  any  in- 
dividual power ;  but  rather  from  that  general 
power,  which  appears  to  me  incidental  to,  and 
mseparably  connected  with,  all  Governments : 
the  power  of  securing  the  public  defence  and 
promoting  the  general  welfare.  But  such  a 
power,  it  is  observed,  has  no  limits;  it  will 
reach  to  any  thing  and  every  thing,  and  con- 
sequently is  dangerous  and  inadmissible.  The 
danger,  sir,  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  The 
discretion  of  Congress  must  determine  its  limits, 
as  it  does  in  relation  to  every  other  power  of 
the  constitution,  express  or  implied.  I  would 
not,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this,  or  on  any  other 
subiect,  be  considered  as  regarding  lightly  the 
auUiority  of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary, 
as  far  as  its  powers  be  express  and  unequivocal, 
let  them  be  fulfilled,  even  to  tiie  uttermost  of 
their  requisitions.  It  is^  indeed,  a  charter  so 
inexpressibly  solemn  and  imposing  in  its  obli- 
gations, that  it  should  be  approached  with 
caution,  and  touched  (if  it  be  touched  at  all) 
with  becoming  reverence.  Or  rather,  it  is  that 
grand  temple  in  which  is  deposited  the  ark, 
not  only  of  our  own  liberties,  but  of  the  hopes 
and  liberties  of  the  human  race. 

'*  LoDg  as  the  Coliseum  stands,  Rome  shall  stand ; 
When  falls  the  Coliseum,  Rome  shall  fall, 
And  when  Rome  falls,  the  world.** 

Yes,  sir,  equally  with  those  opposed  to  the 
bill,  I  regard  as  sacred  and  obligatory,  the  au- 
thority of  the  constitution,  as  far  as  it  be  ex- 
press and  unequivocal.  And  I  must  be  permitted 
to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  the  extraordinary  disposition  manifested 
at  this  moment,  to  assail  its  integrity.  And  I 
regret  exceedingly  to  observe  the  force  of  the 
powerful  talents  of  my  distinguished  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDuffie,)  arrayed 
against  it.  Amendments  may  be  necessary; 
and,  to  a  certain  extent — ^a  very  limited  extent, 
however — ^I  believe  are  desirable.    But  with 


all  its  imperfections,  it  is  notwithstanding,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  august  stmoture  into  which  I 
would  rather  see  committed  the  everWog 
destinies  of  this  country,  than  any  other  which 
the  genius  of  man  will  ever  be  able  to  deuae 
or  erect.    Storms  may  assail,  and  the  sbadows 
of  portending  dissolution  will  assaredlj  eocoiB- 
pass  it.    But,  as  long  as  virtue  and  intelligence 
continue  to  crowd  its  portals  and  officiate  at  its 
altars,  the  tempest  will  burst  harmless  aroosd 
it ;  and  when  the  deep  gloom  of  the  mms\ 
shall  break  away,  the  symbol  of  the  Union  will 
still  be  seen,  floating  over  it,  as  resplendenilTK 
ever — as  uninfluenced,  and  unendangered,  in- 
deed, as  the  standard  erected  above  ns,  by  tLe 
storms  which  sometimes  shake  this  hall  to  ii£ 
foundations. 
When  Mr.  Holoombe  had  concluded— 
On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cult,  who  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  the  floor,  the  committee  rose,  sad 
the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  14. 
Surveys  for  Eoads  and  Canals, 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  chc. 
on  the  unflnished  business  of  yesterday;  wh^^ 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babbous,  to  strike  lC 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  reported  by  It- 
Hemphill,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  d 
Eoads  and  Canals,  to  obtain  the  requisite  sc 
veys  and  plans  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  in  rising,  sud,  th&t  I: 
could  not  enter  on  the  discussion  of  the  sg)>' 
before  him,  without  first  asking  leave  to  ex^rcr 
his  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  the  conunittce  t 
so  far  accommodating  him,  as  to  agree  iiqj£* 
mously  to  adjourn  its  «tting  to  the  prtsec: 
time,  in  order  to  afibrd  him  the  opportunity  -i 
exhibiting  his  views ;  (which,  however,  is 
feared  he  should  do  very  unacceptablj.)  ^'' 
requital  for  this  kindness,  he  would  endeavi. 
as  far  as  was  practicable,  to  abbreviate  vha:^ 
had  to  present  to  their  consideration.  Yet,  a 
a  question  of  this  extent  and  moment,  thc^ 
were  so  many  topics  which  demanded  a  delll^- 
ate  examination,  that,  from  the  nature  of  ^ 
case,  it  would  be  impossible,  he  was  afr^c,- 
reduce  the  argument  to  any  thing  that  the  ccc- 
mittee  would  consider  a  reasonable  oompast- 

It  was  known  to  all  who  heard  him,  tb: 
there  had  now  existed  for  several  years  a  difer- 
ence  of  opinion  between  the  Executive  £^ 
Legislative  branches  of  this  Government  as '•^ 
the  nature  and  extent  of  certain  powers  ci^ 
ferred  upon  it  by  tlie  constitution.  Two  re- 
cessive Presidents  had  returned  to  Congrt^ 
bills  which  had  previously  passed  boih  lio^^ 
of  that  body,  with  a  conunmiication  t-f  '-• 
opinion  that  Congress,  under  the  constitctii  - 
possessed  no  power  to  enact  sach  laws.  Tiiii 
respect,  personal  and,  official,  must  be  f<^t  Ij 
all,  as  it  was  due,  to  those  distinguished  o£ct> 
and  to  their  opinions  thus  solemnly  annoimecc- 
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and  the  most  profound  consideralion  belonged 
to  onr  present  Obief  Magistrate,  who  had 
farored  that  Ilonse  with  a  written  argument, 
of  great  length  and  labor,  consisting  of  not  less 
than  sixty  or  seventy  pages,  in  support  of  his 
exposition  of  the  constitution.  From  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interests  involved  in  the  question, 
all  would  readily  concur,  that,  if  the  power  is 
granted  and  does  really  exist,  it  ought  to  be 
vindicated,  upheld,  maintained,  that  the  coun- 
try might  derive  the  great  benefits  which  may 
£ow  from  its  prudent  exercise.  If  it  has  not 
"been  communicated  to  Congress,  then  all  claim 
to  it  should  be,  at  once,  surrendered.  It  was  a 
circumstance  of  peculiar  regret  to  him,  that 
one  more  competent  than  himself  had  not  risen 
to  support  the  course  which  the  legislative  de- 
partment had  heretofore  felt  itself  bound  to  pur- 
sue on  this  great  question.  Of  all  the  trusts 
which  are  created  by  human  agency,  that  is  the 
highest,  moat  solemn,  and  most  responsible, 
which  involves  the  exercise  of  political  power. 
Exerted  when  it  has  not  been  intrusted,  the 
public  functionanr  is  guilty  of  usurpation.  And 
his  infidelity  to  the  public  good  is  not,  perhaps, 
less  culpable,  when  he  neglects  or  refuses  to  ex- 
ercise a  power  which  has  been  fairly  conveyed, 
to  promote  the  public  prosperity.  If  the  pow- 
er which  he  thus  forbears  to  exercise,  can  only 
be  exerted  by  him — if  no  other  public  function- 
ary can  employ  it,  and  the  public  good  requires 
its  exercise,  his  treachery  is  greatly  aggravated. 
It  is  only  in  those  oases  where  the  object  of  the 
investment  of  power  is  the  personal  ease  or  ag- 
grandizement of  the  public  agent,  that  his  for- 
bearance to  use  it  is  praiseworthy,  gracious,  or 
magnanimous. 

He  was  extremely  happy  to  find,  that,  on 
many  of  the  points  of  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bakboue,) 
there  was  entire  concurrence  between  them, 
widely  as  they  difTered  in  their  ultimate  con- 
clusions. On  this  occasion  (as  on  all  others  on 
which  that  gentleman  obliged  the  House  with 
an  expression  of  his  opinions)  he  displayed  great 
ability  and  ingenuity ;  and,  ns  well  from  the 
matter  as  from  the  respectful  manner  of  his 
argument,  it  was  deserving  of  the  most  thor- 
ough consideration.  He  was  compelled  to  dif- 
fer from  that  gentleman  at  the  very  threshold. 
He  had  commenced  by  laying  down  as  a  gen- 
eral principle,  that,  in  the  distribution  of  powers 
among  our  Federal  and  State  governments,  those 
which  were  of  a  municipal  character  were  to  be 
considered  as  appertaining  to  the  State  govern- 
ments, and  those  which  related  to  external 
affairs,  to  the  General  Government.  If  he  might 
be  allowed  to  throw  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  (a  shape 
which  he  presumed  would  be  quite  agreeable 
to  him,)  it  amounted  to  this:  Municipal  powers 
belong  exclusively  to  the  State  governments: 
but  tJEie  power  to  make  internal  improvements 
is  municipal ;  therefore  it  belongs  to  the  State 
governments  alone.  He  (Mr.  C.)  denied  both 
the  premises  and  the  conclusion.    If  the  gentle- 


man had  affirmed  that  certain  municipal  pow- 
ers, and  the  great  mass  of  them,  belong  to  the 
State  governments,  his  proposition  would  have 
been  incontrovertible.  But  if  he  had  so  quali- 
fied it,  it  would  not  have  assisted  the  gentleman 
at  all  in  his  conclusion.  But  surely  the  power 
of  taxation — ^the  power  to  regulate  the  vdue  of 
coin — the  power  to  establish  a  uniform  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures — ^to  establish  post- 
ofiSces  and  post  roads — ^to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States — tliat  in  relation  to 
the  judiciary,  besides  many  other  powers  indis- 
putably belonging  to  the  Federal  Government, 
are  strictly  municipal.  If,  as  he  understood  the 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent  part 
of  his  argument  to  admit,*  some  municipal  pow- 
ers belong  to  the  one  system,  and  some  to  the 
other,  we  shall  derive  very  little  aid  from  the 
gentleman's  principle,  in  making  the  discrimi- 
nation between  the  two.  The  question  must 
ever  remain  open,  whether  any  given  power, 
and  of  course  that  in  question,  is  or  is  not 
delegated  to  this  Government  or  retained  by 
the  States. 

The  conclusion  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  all 
internal  improvements  belong  to  the  State  gov- 
ernments ;  that  they  are  of  a  limited  and  local 
character,  and  are  not  comprehended  within  the 
scope  of  tne  federal  powers,  which  relate  to  ex- 
ternal or  general  objects.  That  many,  perhaps 
most  internal  improvements,  partake  of  the 
character  described  by  the  gentleman,  he,  Mr. 
C,  should  not  deny.  But  it  was  no  less  true 
that  there  were  others,  emphatically  national, 
which  neither  the  policy,  nor  the  power,  nor 
the  interest  of  any  State  would  induce  it  to  ac- 
complish, and  yrhich  could  only  be  effected  by 
the  application  of  the  resources  of  the  nation. 
The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  would  famish  a  striding  example. 
This  was  undeniably  a  great  and  important 
object.  The  report  of  a  highly  scientific  and 
intelligent  officer  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  (which 
Mr.  C.  hoped  would  be  soon  taken  up  and  act- 
ed upon,)  had  shown  that  the  cost  of  any  prac- 
ticable improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that 
river,  in  the  present  state  of  the  inhabitants  of 
its  banks,  was  a  mere  trifle  in  comparison  to  the 
great  benefits  which  would  accrue  from  it.  He, 
Mr.  Clay,  believed  that  about  double  the 
amount  of  the  loss  of  a  single  steamboat  and 
cargo,  (the  Tennessee,)  would  effect  the  whole 
improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that  river, 
which  ought  to  be  at  this  time  attempted.  In 
this  great  object  twelve  States  and  two  Terri- 
tories were,  in  different  degrees,  interested. 
The  power  to  effect  the  improvement  of  that 
river  was  surely  not  municipal,  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  gentleman  used  the  term.  If  it 
were,  to  which  of  the  twelve  States  and  two 
Territories  concerned  did  it  belong?  It  was  a 
great  object,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  a 
Confederacy.  And  here  is  existing  that  Con- 
federacy, and  no  other  can  lawfully  exist;  for 
the  constitution  prohibits  the  States,  imme- 
diately interested,  from  entering  into  any  treat/ 
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or  compftct  with  each  other.  Other  examples 
might  be  given  to  show,  that,  if  even  the  pow- 
er existed,  the  inclination  to  exert  it  wonld  not 
be  felt,  to  effectuate  certain  improvements  em- 
inently calculated  to  promote  tne  prosperity  of 
the  Union.  Neither  of  the  three  States,  nor  all 
of  them  united,  through  which  the  Cumberland 
road  passes,  would  ever  have  erected  that  road. 
Two  of  thera  would  have  thrown  in  every  im- 
pediment to  its  completion  in  their  power. 
Federative  in  its  character,  it  could  only  have 
been  executed  so  far  by  the  application  of 
federative  means.  Again:  the  contemplated 
canal  through  New  Jersey ;  that  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware ;  that 
to  unite  the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  were  all 
objects  of  a  general  and  federative  nature,  in 
which  the  States,  through  which  they  might 
severally  pass,  could  not  be  expected  to  feel 
any  such  special  interest  as  would  lead  to  their 
execution.  Tending,  as  undoubtedly  ^ey 
would  do,  to  promote  the  good  of  the  whole, 
the  power  and  the  treasure  of  the  whole  must 
be  applied  to  their  execution,  if  they  are  ever 
consummated. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  those 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  appeared  to  him 
to  convey  the  power  in  question,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  allowed  to  disclaim,  for  his  part,  sev- 
eral sources  whence  others  had  deduced  the  au- 
thority. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  it  remarkable  that  the  friends  of  the 
power  should  disagree  so  much  among  them- 
selves^ and  to  draw  a  conclusion  against  its 
existence  from  the  fact  of  tliis  discrepancy. 
But  he  (Mr.  C.^  could  see  nothing  extraordinary 
in  this  diversity  of  views.  What  was  more 
common  than  for  different  men  to  contemplate 
the  same  subject  under  various  aspects?  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  that  en- 
lightened men,  perfectly  upright  in  their  inten- 
tions, differed  in  their  opinions  on  almost  every 
topic  that  could  be  meotioned.  It  was  rather  a 
presumption  in  favor  of  the  cause  which  he  was 
humbly  maintaining,  that  the  same  result  should 
be  attained  by  so  many  various  modes  of  rea- 
soning. But,  if  contrariety  of  views  might  be 
pleaded  with  any  effect  against  the  advocates 
of  the  disputed  power,  it  equally  availed  itself 
against  their  opponents.  There  was,  for  exam- 
ple, not  a  very  exact  coincidence  in  opinion  be- 
tween the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  President 
says,  (page  25  of  his  bool^)  **the  use  of  the  ex- 
isting road  by  the  stage,  mail-carrier,  or  post- 
boy, .in  passing  over  it,  as  others  do,  is  all  tibat 
would  be  thought  of;  the  jurisdiction  and  soil 
remaining  to  the  State,  with  a  right  in  the 
State,  or  those  authorized  by  its  Legislature,  to 
change  the  road  at  pleasure.^'  Again,  page  27, 
the  President  asks,  "  If  the  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  power  contended  for  under  this 
grant,  might  they  not,  in  adopting  the  roads  of 
the  individual  States,  for  the  carriage  of  the 
mwl,  as  has  been  done,  assume  jurisdiction  over 
thcni,  and  preclude  a  right  to  interfere  with  or 


alter  them  ? "  They  both  agree  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  does  not  possess  the  power. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  admits,  if  he  (Mr. 
C.)  understood  him  correctly,  that  the  designs 
tion  of  a  State  road  as  a  post-road,  so  far  mdi- 
drew  it  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  tlut 
it  could  not  be  afterwards  put  down  or  dosed 
by  the  State ;  and  in  this  ho  daims  for  the 
General  Government  more  power  than  the 
President  concedes  to  it  The  President,  o& 
the  contrary,  pronounces  that  ^'  the  absurdity 
of  such  a  pretension*'  (that  is,  preventing,  bf 
the  dedgnation  of  a  post-road,  the  power  of  the 
State  from  altering  or  changing  it)  "most  be 
apparent  to  all  who  examine  it."  The  gentle- 
man thinks  that  the  designation  of  a  post  road 
withdraws  it  entirely,  so  far  as  it  is  used  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  power  of  the  whok 
State;  wnilst  the  President  thinks  it  ahsnrdto 
assert  that  a  mere  county  court  may  not  defeit 
the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  St&tei 
The  President  thinks  that  under  the  power  of 
appropriating  ike  money  of  the  Unitel  St^e^ 
Congress  may  apply  it  to  any  object  of  inteni) 
improvement,  proyided  it  does  not  assume  anj 
territorial  jurisdiction ;  and,  in  this  respect,  U 
claims  for  the  General  Government  more  pow* 
er  than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  aasignsto 
it.  And  he  (Mr.  C.)  most  own  that  he  so  k 
coincided  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
If  the  power  can  be  traced  to  no  more  legiti- 
mate source  than  to  that  of  appropriating  tbe 
public  treasure,  he  yielded  the  question. 

Tbe  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  specific  grant  la 
the  constitution  of  the  power  of  appropristion; 
nor  was  any  such  requisite.  It  is  a  re^oltij^ 
power.  The  constitution  vests  in  Congress  tfae 
power  of  taxation,  with  but  few  limitations,  to 
raise  a  public  revenue.  It  then  enumerates  tbe 
pjowers  of  Congress.  And  it  follows,  of  neoes- 
sity,  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  apply  the 
money  so  raised  to  the  execution  of  the  poweis 
so  granted.  The  clause  which  oonclodes  tbe 
enumeration  of  the  granted  powers,  by  antho" 
izing  the  passage  of  all  laws  ^'nenessarraad 
proper "  to  effectuate  them,  comprehends  tbe 
power  of  appropriation.  And  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  recognize  it  by  the  restricdoo 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treir 
ury  but  in  virtue  of  a  previous  appropriation  bj 
law.  It  was  to  him  wonderful  how  the  IVea- 
dent  should  have  brought  his  mind  to  the  ea&- 
clusion  that,  under  the  power  of  appropriatioa, 
thus  incidentally  existing,  a  right  could  b^set 
up,  in  its  nature  almost  without  limitation,  to 
employ  the  public  money.  He  combats  with 
great  success  and  much  ability,  any  dedactiaft 
of  power  from  the  clause  relating  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  He  shows  that  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  overturn,  or  render  useless  and  nn- 
gatory,  the  careful  enumeration  of  our  powen: 
and  that  it  would  convert  a  cautiously  liniited 
Government  into  one  without  limitation.  The 
same  process  of  reasoning  by  which  his  mio^ 
was  brought  to  this  just  conclusion,  one  wonM 
have  thought,  should  have  warned  him  agaiitft 
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his  clmming,  nnder  the  power  of  appropriation, 
snoh  a  Tast  latitude  of  anthority.  He  reasons 
strooglj  against  the  power,  as  claimed  by  ns, 
harmless,  and  beneficent,  and  limited  as  itmnst 
be  admitted  to  be,  and  jet  he  sets  np  a  power 
bonndless  in  its  extent,  nnrestrained  to  the  ob- 
ieot  of  internal  improvements,  and  compre- 
hending the  whole  scope  of  hnman  af&rs. 
For,  if  the  power  exists,  as  he  asserts  it,  what 
hnman  restraint  is  there  upon  it?  He  does, 
indeed,  saj,  that  it  cannot  be  exerted  so  as  to 
interfere  with  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
States.  But  this  ii  a  restriction  altogether 
gratnitons,  flowing  from  the  boantj  of  the 
President,  and  not  found  in  the  prescriptions 
of  the  constitution.  If  we  have  a  right,  in- 
definitely, to  apply  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  internal  improvements,  or  to  any  other 
object,  what  is  to  prevent  the  application  of  it 
to  the  purchase  of  the  sovereignty  itself,  of  a 
State,  if  a  State  were  mean  enough  to  sell  its 
sovereignty;  to  the  purchase  of  kingdoms,  em- 
pires^ the  globe  itself?  With  an  almost  nn- 
linuted  power  of  taxation,  and,  after  the  rev- 
enue is  raised,  with  a  right  to  apply  it  under 
no  other  limitations  than  those  which  the 
President's  caution  has  suggested,  he  could  not 
see  what  other  human  power  was  needed.  It 
had  been  said  by  Osssar  or  Bonaparte,  no  doubt 
thought  by  both,  that  with  soldiers  enough  they 
oould  get  money  enough,  and  with  money 
enough  they  could  command  soldiers  enough. 
According  to  the  President's  interpretation  of 
the  constitution,  one  of  these  great  levers  of 
pnblio  force  and  power  is  possessed  by  this 
Government.  The  President  seems  to  contem- 
plate, as  fraught  with  much  danger,  the  power, 
numoly  as  it  is  claimed,  to  effect  the  internal 
improvement  of  the  country.  And,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  it^sets  up  one  of  infinitely 
greater  magnitude.  The  quantum  of  power 
which  we  claim  over  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement  is,  it  is  true,  of  greater  amount 
and  force  than  that  which  results  from  the 
President's  view  of  the  constitution*  but  then 
it  is  limited  to  the  object  of  internal  improve- 
ments whilst  the  power  set  up  by  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  such  limitation,  and  in  effect,  as 
Hr.  0.  conceived,  has  no  limitation  whatever, 
bnt  that  of  the  ability  of  the  people  to  bear 
taxation. 

But  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  part  of 
this  ynion  more  likely  than  all  others  to  be 
benefited  by  the  adoption  of  the  gentleman's 
principle,  regulating  the  public  eanpenditure,  it 
is  the  West.  There  is  a  perpetual  drain  from 
that  embarrassed  and  highly  distressed  portion 
of  our  country,  of  its  circulating  medium  to  the 
East  There,  but  few  and  inconsiderable  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  money  take  place. 
There  we  have  none  of  those  public  works,  no 
magnificent  edifices,  forts,  armories,  arsenaJs, 
dockyards,  &c.,  which  more  or  less  are  to  be 
found  in  every  Atlantic  State.  In  at  least  seven 
States  beyond  the  Alleghany,  not  one  solitary 
pnblic  work  of  this  Government  is  to  be  found. 


I^  by  one  of  those  awftil  and  terrible  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence,  which  sometimes  occur, 
this  Government  should  be  unhappily  annihi- 
lated, everywhere  on  the  seaboard  traces  of  its 
former  existence  would  be  found;  whilst  we 
should  not  have,  in  the  West,  a  single  monu- 
ment remaioing  on  which  to  pour  out  our  affec- 
tions and  our  regrets.  Yet,  sir,  we  do  not 
complain.  No  portion  of  your  population  is 
more  loyal  to  the  Union,  than  the  hardy  free- 
men of  the  West.  Nothing  can  weaken  or 
eradicate  their  ardent  desire  for  its  lasting  pres- 
ervation. None  are  more  prompt  to  vindicate 
the  interests  and  rights  of  the  nation  from  aJl 
foreign  aggression.  Need  I  remind  you  of  the 
glorious  scenes  in  which  they  participated,  du- 
ring the  late  war — a  war  in  which  they  had  no 
peculiar  or  direct  interest,  waged  for  no  com- 
merce, no  seamen  of  theirs  ?  But  it  was  enough 
for  them  that  it  was  a  war  demanded  by  the 
character  and  the  honor  of  the  nation.  They 
did  not  stop  to  calculate  its  cost  of  blood,  or 
of  treasure.  They  flew  to  arms ;  they  rushed 
down  the  valley  of  the  Ifississippi,  with  all  the 
impetuosity  of  that  noble  river.  They  fought 
the  enemy.  They  found  him  at  the  beach. 
They  fought;  they  bled;  they  covered  them- 
selves and  their  country  with  immortal  glory. 
They  enthusiastically  shared  in  all  the  trans- 
ports occasioned  by  our  victories,  whether  won 
on  the  ocean  or  on  the  land.  They  felt,  with 
the  keenest  distress,  whatever  disaster  befell  us. 
No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  neglect,  ii\]ury  itself,  cannot 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  West  from  this 
Government  They  ding  to  it  as  to  their  best, 
their  greatest,  their  last  hope.  You  may  im- 
poverish them,  reduce  them  to  ruin,  by  the  mis- 
takes of  your  policy,  and  you  cannot  drive  them 
from  yoo.  They  ao  not  complain  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  where  the  pub- 
lic exigencies  require  its  disbursement.  But,  I 
put  it  to  your  candor,  if  you  ought  not,  by  a 
generous  and  national  policy,  to  mitigate,  if  not 
prevent,  the  evils  resulting  m>m  the  perpetual 
tnmsfer  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  West 
to  the  East.  One  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
annually  is  transferred  for  the  pnblic  lands 
alone ;  and  almost  every  dollar  goes,  like  him 
who  goes  to  death — ^to  a  bourne  from  which  no 
traveUer  returns.    In  ten  years  it  wiU  amount 

to  fifteen  millions;  in  twenty  to ;  bnt  I 

will  not  pursue  the  appalling  results  of  arith- 
metic. Gentlemen  who  believe  that  these  vast 
sums  are  supplied  by  emigrants  from  the  East, 
labor  under  great  error.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  tide  of  emigration  fh>m  the  East  bore 
along  with  it  the  means  to  effect  the  purchase 
of  the  public  domain.  But  that  tide  has,  in  a 
great  measure,  now  stopped.  And  as  popula- 
tion advances  farther  and  farther  West,  it  wOl 
entirely  cease.  The  greatest  migrating  States 
in  the  Union,  at  this  time,  are  iLentucky  first^ 
Ohio  next,  and  Tennessee.  The  emigrants  from 
tiiuse  States  carry  with  them,  to  the  States  and 
Territories  lying  beyond  them,  the  circulating 
medium,  which,  being  invested  in  the  purchase 


688 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Svmfega  for  Road$  amd  Canals, 


[Jahuaxt,  18Si. 


of  the  pnblio  land,  is  transmitted  to  the  points 
where  the  wants  of  Government  require  it.  If 
this  debilitating  and  exhausting  process  were 
inevitable,  it  must  be  borne  with  manly  forti- 
tude. But  we  think  that  a  fit  exertion  of  the 
powers  of  this  Government  would  mitigate  the 
evil.  We  believe  that  the  Government  incon- 
testably  possesses  the  constitutional  power  to 
execute  such  internal  improvements  as  are  called 
for  by  the  good  of  the  whole.  And  we  appeal 
to  your  equity,  to  your  parental  regard,  to  your 
enlightened  policy,  to  perform  the  high  and 
beneficial  trust  thus  sacredly  reposed.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  the  topic  to  which  I 
have  reluctantly  adverted,  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  And  I  hope  tliere  will  be 
no  misconception  of  my  motives  in  dwelling 
upon  it.  A  wise  and  considerate  Government 
should  anticipate  and  prevent,  rather  than  wait 
for  the  operation  of  causes  of  discontent. 

Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  has  this 
Government  done  on  the  great  subject  of  In- 
ternal Improvements,  after  so  many  years  of  its 
existence,  and  with  such  an  inviting  field  be- 
fore it?  Ton  have  made  the  Cumberland  road 
only.  Gentlemen  appear  to  have  considered 
that  a  Western  road.  They  ought  to  recollect 
that  not  one  stone  has  yet  been  broken,  not  one 
spade  of  earth  has  been  yet  removed  in  any 
Western  State.  The  road  begins  in  Maryland 
and  it  terminates  at  Wheeling.  It  passes 
through  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Virginia.  AU  the  direct  benefit  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  on  that  road, 
has  accrued  to  those  three  States.  Not  one  cent 
in  any  Western  State.  And  yet  we  have  had 
to  beg,  entreat,  supplicate  you,  session  after 
session,  to  grant  the  necessary  appropriations 
to  complete  the  road.  I  have  myself  toiled 
until  my  powers  have  been  exhausted  and  pros- 
trated, to'  prevail  on  yon  to  make  the  grant 
We  were  actuated  to  make  these  exertions  for 
the  sake  of  the  collateral  benefit  only  to  the 
West ;  that  we  might  have  a  way  by  which  we 
should  be  able  to  continue  and  maintain  an 
affectionate  intercourse  with  our  friends  and 
brethren — that  we  might  have  a  way  to  reach 
the  Capitol  of  our  country,  and  to  bring  our  coun- 
cils, humble  as  ,they  may  be,  to  conanlt  and 
mingle  with  yours  in  the  advancement  of  the 
national  prosperity.  Yes,  sir,  the  Cumberland 
road  has  only  readbed  the  margin  of  a  Western 
State ;  and,  from  some  indications  which  have 
been  given  during  this  session,  I  should  ap- 
prehend it  would  there  pause  for  ever,  if  my 
confidence  in  you  were  not  unbounded ;  if  I 
had  not  before  witnessed  that  appeals  were 
never  unsuccessful  to  your  justice,  to  your  mag.- 
nanimity,  to  your  fraternal  affection. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  is  m-.  Western 
bill.  It  is  emphatically  a  nation<^  bill,  com- 
prehending all,  looking  to  the  inlerests  of  the 
whole.  The  people  of  the  West  never  thought 
of^  never  desired,  never  asked,  for  a  system  ex- 
clusively for  their  benefit.    The  aystem  con- 


templated by  this  bill  looks  to  great  national 
objects,  and  proposes  the  ultimate  application 
to  their  accomplishment  of  the  only  means  by 
which  they  can  be  effected,  the  means  of  the 
nation — ^meana  which,  if  they  be  withheld  from 
such  objects,  the  Union,  I  do  most  solemnly 
believe,  of  these  now  happy  and  promising 
States,  may  at  some  distant  (I  trust  a  ia,  far 
distant)  day,  be  endangered  and  shaken  at  ito 
centre. 

When  Mr.  Clat  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  74,  noes  109. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for 
appropriation  with  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  carried — ayes  105. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  the  amendment,  and,  on  the  quesfioa 
of  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  tiie  yeas 
and  nays  were  called,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mn- 
CEB,  and  are  as  follows: 

Tbas.— Heasrai  Abbot,  Adama,  Alezaaderof  Tan- 
nessee,  AUen  of  Tennessee,  AUiaon,  Bayliss,  J.  & 
Barbour,  Bartiett,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  hmk, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio^  Ctr- 
ter,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cuab- 
man,  Cuthhert,  Dorfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ellis,  FamDy, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gom, 
Gnrley,  Harris,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Hemy,  Hedi- 
mer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jolmscm 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  En- 
mer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Little,  livisgstoo, 
McArthur,  MoDnffie,  McKean,  HcKee,  McKim,  Me- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Qhio,  Maitindale,  Mir- 
vin,  Matiack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  MitcheDof 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maiylaod,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Newton,  Ovo^ 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Oluo,  Pb- 
mer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Bankio,  Bej* 
nolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Seott^ 
Sloane,  William  Smith,  Spence,  Standefer,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Udrec,  Vsdcc  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfidi 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick^fe,  JamM 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Wri{^ 
— lU. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Vii*gniia,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticat, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Baridgb, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  CaroIiBS, 
Caiy,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts, 
CraiK,  Culpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticat,  Foots 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hay- 
den,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins, 
Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lefkwich,  fincoln,  Litchfield,  lirer- 
more,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mallair, 
Matson,  Morgan,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Bsn- 
dolph.  Reed,  Richards,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Sinitl»» 
Alex.  Smyth,  Spaight,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stod- 
dard, Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tom- 
linson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Viigmia,  Tucker  of  Sootfe 
Cwrolini^  Tyson,  Van  Renssehier,  Van  Wyck,  Whip- 
ple, WMtaian,  Williams  of  Vii^ia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wood, 
and.Woods*-*^ 
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To-morrow  was  then  aasigaed  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  hill. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  hill  as  it  pass- 
ed the  House : 
A  pfll  to  procure  the  neoessary  sdrveyg,  plans,  and 

estimates,  upon  the  sabject  of  roads  and  canaU. 

Be  it  enacted,  {be,  That  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  hereby  anthorized  to  canse  the  necessary 
surreys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made,  of  the 
routes  of  snch  roads  and  canals  as  he  may  deem  of 
national  importance,  in  a  commercial  or  militaiy 
pout  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the  transportation  of 
the  public  mail,  designating,  in  the  case  of  each  ca- 
nal, what  parts  may  be  made  capable  of  sloop  navi- 
gation; the  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates  for  each, 
when  completed,  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

And  be  ti  furilier  enacted^  That,  to  cany  into  effect 
the  objects  of  this  act,  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  employ  two  or  more  skilful 
civil  engineers,  and  snch  officers  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  dnty  with  that 
coips,  as  he  may  think  proper ;  and  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trees- 
my,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Thxtbsday,  January  16. 
Monument  to  Washington, 

Mr.  BircHAKAN  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  passed  on  the  24th  December, 
1799,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  marble  monument 
in  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  to  com- 
memorate the  great  events  of  the  military  and  politi- 
cal life  of  General  Washington,  may  be  best  accom- 
plished, and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bin  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  the  House  would,  he 
trusted,  excuse  him  for  making  a  few  observa- 
tions in  explanation  of  the  motives  which  had 
impelled  him  to  offer  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration.    On  the  24th  December,  1799, 
the   Congress  of  the  United  States  resolved, 
"  That  a  marble  monument  be  erected  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  Capitol  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  that  the  family  of  General 
Washington  he  requested  to  permit  his  body  to 
be  deposited  under  it ;  and  that  the  monument 
bo  so  designed  as  to  commemorate  the  great 
events  of  his  military  and  political  life."    They 
also  resolved,  "  That  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  be  transmitted  to  Ifrs.  Washing- 
ton, assuring  her  of  the  profound  respect  Con- 
fess will  ever  bear  to  her  person  and  charac- 
ter ;  of  their  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting 
dispensations  of  Providence;  and  entreating 
her  assent  to  the  interment  of  the  remains  of 
General  George  Washington  in  the  manner  ex- 
pressed in  tlie  first  resolution."    The  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  transmitted  these 
resolutions  to  Mrs.  Washington,  who,  on  the 
31st  December,  1799,  returned  an  answer,  which 
I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House : 


Mount  Yebnok,  Dee,  81,  1799. 

Sir  :  While  I  feel  with  keenest  anguish,  the  late 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  1  cannot  be  insen- 
sible to  the  monniful  tributes  of  respect  and  venera^'- 
tion  which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  de- 
ceased husband ;  and,  as  his  best  services  and  most 
anxious  wishes  were  always  devoted  to  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  his  coimtry,  to  know  that  they  were 
truly  appreciated,  and  gratefully  remembered,  affords 
no  inconsiderable  consolation. 

Taught  by  that  great  example  which  I  have  so 
long  had  before  me,  never  to  oppose  my  private  wishes 
to  the  public  will,  I  must  consent  to  the  request 
made  by  Congress,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness 
to  transmit  to  me;  and  in  doing  this  I  ne^  not,  I 
cannot  say  what  a  sacrifice  of  individual  feeling  I 
make  to  a  sense  of  public  duty. 

With  grateful    acknowledgments,   and  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  personal  respect,  and  evidences  of  con- 
dolence, expressed  by  Congress,  and  yourself, 
1  remain  very  respec^ully, 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  humble  servant, 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON. 

During  the  same  session  of  Congress,  a  hill 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  erect- 
ing a  mausoleum  for  George  Washington  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  It  was  postponed  in  the 
Senate  until  the  next  session.  Several  attempts 
have  since  heen  made  in  Congress  to  redeem 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  but  they  have 
aU  proved  unavailmg.  The  man  who  was  em- 
phatically first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  has  heen  sleep- 
ing with  his  fathers  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  his  mortal  remains  have  yet  heen 
unhonored  by  that  people,  who,  with  justice, 
call  him  the  father  of  their  country. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  neg- 
lect be  more  impolitic  or  ungrateful.  Every 
wise  nation  has  paid  honors  to  the  memory  of 
the  men  who  have  heen  the  saviours  of  their 
country.  Sculpture  and  painting  have  vied 
with  each  other,  in  transmitting  their  images 
and  the  memory  of  their  deeds  to  the  remotest 
generations.  By  these  means,  the  holy  fire  of 
virtuous  emulation  has  been  kindled  in  the  bo- 
soms of  the  youth  of  succeeding  ages. 

Our  country  has  produced  a  General,  whose 
prudence  and  perseverance,  whose  courage  and 
military  skill,  conquered  our  independence, 
against  fearful  odds,  from  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth ;  and  what  is  still  more  wonder- 
ful, was  never  intoxicated  by  the  illusions  of 
military  glory.  Our  country  has  given  birth  to 
a  statesman,  who  was  chiefly  intrumental  in 
converting  the  chaos  of  the  old  Confederation 
into  the  most  perfect  fabric  of  human  wisdom 
— ^the  Federal  Constitution;  and  whose  con- 
duct, as  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
characterized  by  such  wisdom  and  virtue,  that, 
after  the,  strictest  examination,  it  is  now  admit- 
ted to  be  the  most  proper  guide  to  direct  us  in 
the  path  which  leads  to  the  nation's  prosperity 
and  glory.  In  short,  our  country  has  produced 
a  WAsniNGTON;  he  has  been  dead  for  four  and 
twenty  years,  and  we  have  erected  no  mona- 
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ment  on  which  to  record  his  virtnes,  and  our 
gratitude. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  Oongress,  hy  neglecting,  for 
so  long  a  period,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the 
resolutions,  had  been  subjected  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  perfidy,  as  well  as  ingratitude.  We 
made  a  solemn  promise  to  the  widowed  partner 
of  Washington,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  legislative  act,  that  we  would  erect 
a  monument  to  his  memory.  That  distinguish- 
ed lady  has  long  slumbered  with  him  in  the 
grave,  and  this  pledge  has  never  yet  been  re- 
deemed. Although  his  mortal  remains  have, 
at  our  request,  and  by  her  consent,  become  the. 
property  of  tne  public,  yet  they  still  lie  neg- 
lected. Indeed,  I  have  been  credibly  inform- 
ed, that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  steal  them 
away  from  his  country,  which  had  ahnost  prov- 
ed snooessfal. 

Do  we,  Mr.  Speaker,  consider  it  a  matter  of 
necessity,  in  all  respects,  to  preserve  the  public 
&ith  inviolate?  And  shall  we  prove  faithless 
only  in  what  concerns  the  memory  of  Washing- 
ton? The  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  argu- 
ment so  often  repeated  in  this  House,  against 
the  adoption  of  measures,  will,  in  this  case,  be 
unavailing.  The  long  list  of  ages  which  pre- 
ceded the  birth  of  Washington,  had  never  pre- 
sented a  human  character  so  perfect ;  and  there 
is  but  a  bare  possibility  that  future  generations 
will  produce  his  equaL 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  unan- 
imously. 

Mr.  Gaby,  of  Georgia,  arose  and  said,  that^ 
before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  gave  ex- 
pression to  whdb  he  believed  were  the  just  sen- 
timents and  feelings  of  an  American  on  the  sub- 
leot  it  contemplated.  The  resolution  directs  a 
committee  of  this  House  to  report,  by  bill,  or 
otherwise,  on  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  monu- 
ment, or  mausoleum,  to  the  memory  of  Wash- 
nreTOK.  He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the 
ingenious  and  unimpassioned  address  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  in  which  he  had  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  it  was  a  duty  of  justice 
and  of  gratitude  in  this  nation,  to  give  such  an 
expression  of  what  it  feels  itself  to  owe  to  the 
memory  of  its  illustrious  benefactor;  but  he 
dissented  from  that  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed,  and  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  his  present  address  to  vindicate  to  that 
gentleman  and  to  the  House  the  dissent  he  had 
now  expressed ;  in  doing  this,  he  would  empty 
his  mind  of  the  sentiments  he  held  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that 
It  had  long  been  the  practice  of  nations  to  ex- 
press their  veneration  for  the  memory  of  illus- 
trious men,  by  erecting  splendid  monuments 
over  their  ashes.  But,  he  would  ask,  in  what 
spirit,  and  at  what  period,  did  that  practice 
originate?  It  was  before  the  lights  of  reason 
had  penetrated  the  darkness  of  society,  and  the 
deposits  of  history  had  taught  mazikind  the 
true  mode  of  commemorating  and  eternizing 


the  deeds  of  illustrious  men ;  it  had  had  its  be- 
ginning in  successful  conquest^  when  MMne  mil- 
itary diieftain  first  plunged  his  sword  into  a 
nation^s  bosom,  and  then  kvished  its  wealth  in 
monuments  to  perpetuate  his  name;  it  was  a 
principle  of  vanity  which  ha4  fi^ven  ezisteboe 
to  the  practice.    We  were,  to  be  sore,  and  had 
long  been,  in  the  habit  of  going  for  prooedorU 
to  Greece  and  Bome,  and  that  oUaBio  enthusiaoD 
which  animates  every  scholar,  that  ooiuecrated 
reverence  which  he  must  ever  fed  for  the  la* 
bors  and  achievements  of  departed  genioB,  de- 
ludes our  judgment^  and  would  perraadeuto 
bring  the  associations  derived  from  tiie  ^eaa- 
able  remains  of  ancient  sculpture,  to  times  of  a 
wholly  different  character,  and  a  comiti7  in 
wholly  different  circumstances.    The  GoYen- 
ment  of  this  Union  was  entirely  and  widely  di^ 
ferent  from  those  of  the  old  world;  it  had  a 
different  origin ;   it  was  a  phosnix-like  Goven- 
ment,  which  sprung  from  the  ashes  of  all  ^ 
corruptions  of  those  which  had  preceded  it; 
and  as  the  Grovemment  itself  was  new  amoog 
men,  those  who  had  achieved  its  estdkUshmat 
should  be  commemorated  in  a  new  style.  We 
need,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  O.,)  no  monumeoti 
to  tell  us  that  WASHmoTOK  has  lived ;  he  hasa 
monument^  he  will  continue  to  have  one^  in  the 
heart  of  every  American ;  such  a  monument  ai 
none  before  him  ever  had ;  and  let  it  be  oar 
peciQiar  pride  to  enshrine  him  there  alone. 
Yes,  sir,  we  will  keep  WAsmKOTOM^smonumest 
in  our  bosoms.  We  will  commit  it  to  no  perish- 
able stone ;  his  name  shall  have  a  purer,  a  more 
enduring  memorial    Sir,  my  heart  beats  as  ar- 
dently and  fires  as  high  as  that  of  any  of  mj 
countrymen  on  this  subject;  but  I  would  erect 
no  tomb.     Suppose  we  build  one,  and  deter- 
mine its  place  to  be  here  in  this  Capitol,  will  it 
be  seen  by  the  nation?     No,  it  will  only  be 
visible  to  the  favored  few  who  are  drawn  to 
this  spot  by  their  public  functions,  who  risit  it 
on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure,  or  attend  it  on  oonceras 
of  private  business,    ant  WAamzfoioH  has  a 
monument  already,  far  greater  than  yon  can 
build ;  his  memorial  is  every  where ;  fr<»i  Maine 
to  Louisiana ;  from  the  ocean  to  the  moantahs; 
and  wherever,  in  their  widely-spreadiiig  emi- 
grations, the  people  of  this  Oonf edera<7  shaQ 
direct  their  steps,  Washinotqn  travels  with 
them,  and  they  will  continue  to  bear  on  his  liv- 
ing monument  till  they  have  fixed  it  on  the 
farthest  shores  of  our  continent 

Mr.  BvoHAKAK  observed,  in  reply,  that  wh» 
he  brought  forward  the  resolution  he  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  Hous^  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  any  gentleman  would  feel  it  to  be  lus 
duty  to  oppose  its  adoption.  He  differed  wholly 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  fh>m  Georgia. 
That  gentleman  maintained  that  it  was  not 
proper  for  a  Republic,  by  monumental  marhle, 
to  excite  its  citizens  to  virtuous  deeds  by  pob- 
licly  honoring  the  memory  of  those  who  had 
been  the  benefactors  of  their  country.  He,  on 
the  contrary,  thonght  that  in  the  case  of  R^ 
publics  there  was  in  the  practice  a  peculiar  and 
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special  propriety.  Such  monuments  had,  in  all 
ages  ana  countries,  exerted  a  powerful  effect  in 
inciting  men  to  patriotic  yirtne;  onr  Govem- 
ment  rests,  its  very  foundations  are  laid,  on  that 
virtue ;  and  it  therefore  seemed  in  a  very  pecu- 
liar manner  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
Republic.  It  was,  too,  a  practice  which  had 
been  abready  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  some 
of  the  most  respectable  States  in  the  Union. 
But  it  was  now  too  late  to  talk  about  the  policv 
of  Uie  measure.  Is  not,  asked  Mr.  B.,  the  fiEiitJ^ 
of  the  nation  pledged?  Has  not  the  measure 
been  publicly  resolved  upon  by  both  Houses  of 
Oonmss  ?  Has  it  not  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Ardent  of  the  United  Stotes?  Is  the 
country  to  promise  to-day,  and  violate  its  pro- 
mise to-morrow?  The  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, pledged  twenty-five  vears  since,  to  the 
family  of  &e  deceased,  and  to  the  American 
people,  has  never,  to  this  day,  been  redeemed. 
Shall  we  hold  all  our  contracts  inviolable  but 
this?  As  to  the  precedent,  that  question  has 
already  been  setdea ;  the  pledge  has  been  given. 
And  were  gentlemen  alarmed  at  the  danger  of 
such  a  prcMdent?  '  They  might  calm  their  ap- 
prehensions; there  was  not  the  remotest  dan- 
per  of  such  another  case  recurring.  The  world, 
in  its  long  course  of  days,  had  never  beheld  such 
a  man  before ;  and,  in  all  the  march  of  time, 
there  was  little  probability  of  the  world's  ever 
seeinff  such  another ;  and  for  himself,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  felt  so  deeply  the  obligation  to  redeem 
the  pledged  promise  of  the  nation,  that,  though 
little  accustomed  to  make  such  requests,  he 
must  ask  that  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  re- 
corded. 

Mr.  Tbucble  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  pronouncing  Wasbikgtok's  eulo- 
ginm ;  that'  was  a  theme  to  which  none  was 
competent  but  the  equal  of  WAsmNOTOir;  and 
such  a  man  was  no  where  to  be  foimd.  But  he 
had  risen  to  disabuse  this  nation  from  the  charge 
of  ingratitude  to  the  memory  of  its  benefieictor. 
On  what  proof  had  so  grievous  a  charge  been 
founded  ?  On  the  fact  that  no  national  monu- 
ment of  marble  had  yet  been  erected  to  his  me- 
mory to  inspire  us  (if  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania)  with  sentiments  of 
Sublic  virtue.  Our  patriotism  must  be  cold  in- 
eed,  if  it  could  only  be  inspired  by  the  cold- 
ness of  a  marble  monument.  God  forbid  tibat 
he  should  advance  an  opinion  that  sudi  a  monu- 
ment ought  not  to  be  erected.  But  he  would 
ask,  if  it  had  been  erected  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  ago,  and  fixed  within  the  walls  of  this  Cap- 
itol, where  would  it  have  been,  or  what  would 
have  become  of  it  when  this  building  was  wrap- 
ped in  flames?  It  would  have  fallen  into  l£e 
unhallowed  hand  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  who 
would  have  mutilated,  or  carried  it  off.  The  only 
charge  of  ingratitude  that  could  then  have  been 
urged,  would  have  been,  that  the  nation  neglected 
to  defend  the  Oapitol;  that,  instead  of  fourteen 
thousand  retreating  from  a  handful  of  the  in- 
vaders^ they  did  not  fight  till  only  fourteen 
were  left  alive.  When  they  had  done  this,  they 
Vou  vn--^i 


might  erect  a  splendid  monument.  But  when 
the  Capitol,  that  is  now  going  on  in  building, 
shall  first  be  completed,  and  the  monument  it- 
self shall  have  first  been  procured,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  pass  resolutions  for  fixing  it  in 
the  Capitol.  In  the  meanwhile,  WASHnroTOET 
has  a  monument  in  every  place  where  there  are 
Americans,  where  there  are  men ;  two  worlds 
had  joined  to  celebrate  his  actions;  two  hem- 
ispheres were  filled  with  his  name ;  and  the 
globe  itself  might  be  pronounced  his  best  and 
only  fit  mausoleum. 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  df  Mr. 
Gazlat,  of  Ohio,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
by  a  vote  of  97  to  67. 


MoBDAT,  January  19. 
The  Greek  Came, 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Tatlob  in  the  Chdr,  on  the  resolu- 
tion some  time  since  offered  by  Mr.  Webstsb, 
which  is  in  the  words  following : 

*'  Reaolvedj  That  proririon  oa^^t  to  be  made  by 
law  for  defrayinff  Ihe  expense  incident  to  the  i^ 
pointment  of  an  A^nt  or  Commissioner  to  Greece, 
whenever  the  President  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
make  suclfttppointment" 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  WxBSTBB  rose,  and  said,  that  he  was 
afraid  that,  so  far  as  his  part  was  concerned, 
the  excited  expectations  of  the  public  mind,  on 
the  present  occasion,  would  be  msappointed.  It 
was  difficult  on  any  occasion  that  cdled  the  at- 
tention to  a  spot  on  the  globe  connected  with 
such  associations  and  recolleotions  as  Greece,  to 
avoid  some  degree  of  warmtiti  and  enthusiasm. 
Yet,  he  was  entirely  sensible  that,  in  cravdy 
legislating  on  the  present  subject,  those  feelings 
must  be  chastised.  He  should  endeavor,  in 
what  he  had  to  offer  to  the  Houscl  to  repress 
such  feelings  as  &r  as  it  was  practicable ;  yet, 
if  we  would  wholly  escape  from  them,  we  must 
fly  beyond  the  limits  of  the  civilized  world ; 
we  must  go  beyond  the  limits  of  sodal  order,  the 
bounds  where  laws  and  knowledge  are  found ; 
nay,  we  must  leave  this  Hall,  before  we  can 
turn  away  firom  the  memorials  of  ancient  Greece. 
What,  he  asked,  is  this  popular  assembly?  what 
this  free  discussion  of  public  measures?  what 
this  open,  unreserved  action  of  mind  upon 
mind?  what  that  popular  eloquence  which,  if 
it  were  now  present,  would,  on  saeh  a  theme, 
shake  this  Hall  to  its  centre?  what  are  these 
but  such  memorials?  This  magnificent  edifice, 
these  columns,  with  their  statSy  proportions, 
this  fine  architecture  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded, what  are  these  but  so  many  witnesses 
of  what  Greece  once  was^  and  wliat  she  has 
taught  us  to  be?  Tet,  rir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have 
not  introduced  the  resolution,  now  on  your 
table,  with  any  view  towards  repaying  aught  of 
the  debt  which  we.  in  common  with  the  civiliz- 
ed world,  owe  to  tnat  land  of  science,  freedom, 
arts,  and  arms.    It  is  a  debt  that  never  can  be 
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paid.  Whatever  may  be  our  feelings  of  grati- 
tude for  these  gifts,  we  are  constrained  to  act 
with  a  view  alone  to  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  and  of  our  relations  to  it.  What  I  pro- 
pose, and  what  I  shall  say,  has  reference  to. 
modern,  not  to  ancient  Greece — to  the  living, 
not  to  the  dead. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  very  easy  thing 
to  ran  over  commonplaces  on  the  subject  of 
this  resolution ;  to  call  it  a  visionary  and  Quiz- 
otic  measure,  and  to  urge  the  good  old  maxim 
of  its  being  tne  soundest  policy  for  each  one  to 
take  care  of  his  own  concerns.  That  maxim, 
sir,  is  very  true,  but  very  inapplicable  to  the 
present  occasion.  The  question  which  is  now 
to  be  discussed  is  the  American  questioh  in  re- 
lation to  this  affair — What  is  it  best  for  us  to  do 
in  the  present  aspect  of  things  respecting 
Greece?  And  surely,  sir,  this  is  a  question 
that  comprehends  something  more  than  a  mere 
pecuniary  calculation.  Whenever  my  mind 
turns  to  that  question,  I  cannot  forget  the  age 
I  live  in,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  position  of  our 
own  country. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high 
duties  of  his  station,  deemed  it  inouini^nt  upon 
him  to  introduce  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  National  Legislature;  and,  in  his 
communication,  he  had  expressed  an  opinion 
that  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  the  Greeks 
would  be  successful  in  the  present  struggle  with 
their  oppressors,  and  that  the  power  that  has 
so  long  crushed  them  had  lost  its  dominion  over 
them  forever.  The  same  communication  con- 
tained other  matters  of  great  importance,  in 
relation  to  a  rumored  combination  of  foreign 
Sovereigns  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  South 
America.  Under  these  circumstances,  said  Mr. 
W.,  I  thought  it  was  proper  and  becoming  that 
that  communication  should  receive  a  response 
from  this  HouFe.  I  am  aware  that  the  practice 
of  a  general  answer  from  the  Legislature  to  the 
annual  Message  or  Speech  of  the  President,  has, 
for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  been  disused ; 
nor  do  I  coinplain  of  such  disuse ;  but  I  am  also 
of  opinion  that  the  practice  was  not  without  its 
positive  advantages.  It  is  my  conviction,  that, 
in  any  Government,  which  contains  a  popular 
branch,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  popular  portion 
of  the  GK)vemment  as  much  to  express  its 
opinions,  as  to  pass  the  necessary  laws.  I  in- 
troduce the  present  resolution,  under  this  con- 
viction, as  well  as  that  I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  give  my  vote,  di^ctly,  on  one  of 
the  subjects  adverted  to  by  the  Executive;  and 
I  still  think  that  if  it  was  proper  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  advert  to  these  subjects,  it  is  equally 
proper  in  us  to  take  notice  of  what  he  has  ad- 
dressed to  us  respecting  them. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  endeavor,  however, 
to  avoid  the  responsibility  of  any  effort  to 
change  the  policy  of  this  Government  towards 
foreign  nations.  He  approved  of  the  policy  at 
present  pursued;  he  was  satisfied,  in  this  re- 


spect, with  our  present  condition.  The  policj 
of  this  Government  is  peace,  for  peace  is  to  us 
the  greatest  source  of  national  increase  and 
aggrandizement.  The  most  sanguine  projector 
cannot  furnish  more  brilliant  or  exalted  pros- 
pects than  those  which  must  be  realized  by 
these  States  if  they  can  preserve  their  psdfic 
relations  towards  the  rest  of  the  world.  Time, 
peace,  industry,  and  the  arts,  are  raising  this 
Government  by  a  certain  and  u'resistible  pro- 
gress. It  is  our  true  policy,  Mr.  W.  said,  to 
grow,  not  to  acquire ;  we  are  to  attain  to  great- 
ness by  .internal  development,  not  by  eternal 
accretion — and  he  should  be  the  last  to  turn 
aside  the  wise  policy  of  the  country  from  its 
wonted  and  proper  channel.  But,  said  he,  that 
policy,  while  it  is  pacific,  should  at  the  same 
time  be  liberal ;  he  spoke  now  in  relation  to 
those  great  questions  which  are  at  this  boor 
agitating  Europe  and  the  world— qnestioos 
which  are  concerned  wherever  a  nation  at- 
tempts to  obtain  its  freedom — ^the  quesdon,  in 
a  word,  between  regulated  and  unregolated 
power.  Wherever  it  is  disputed,  whether  a  na- 
tion shall  or  shall  not  possess  a  constitntioD, 
our  side  of  that  question  ought  to  be  known  aod 
declared ;  we  are  bound  to  bring,  in  ud  of  its 
decision,  that  moral  force  which  must  ever  re- 
side in  the  opinion  of  a  free  and  intelligent  na- 
tion. He  had  said  that  the  policy  of  iSm  Got- 
emment,  was  a  pacific,  but  a  liberal  policy;  Ik 
should  endeavor  to  show  that  in  both  of  tluse 
characters  it  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  now  on  the  table. 

The  age,  said  he,  is  a  peculiar  one— it  be  a 
marked  and  striking  character,  and  the  poffltioB 
and  circumstances  of  our  oountry  are  no  les 
so.  Had  we  enjoyed  the  option,  m  vbiA 
period  of  the  world's  history,  as  thus  far  dis- 
closed, our  personal  lot  should  be  cast^  none  of 
us,  surely,  would  wish  to  have  been  bom  in 
any  other  time,  or  in  any  other  country.  Theit 
has  occurred  no  age  that  may  be  compared 
with  the  present,  whether  in  the  interest  ex- 
cited by  what  now  is,  or  the  prospects  it  boWs 
out  as  to  what  shall  be.  The  attitude  of  the 
United  States,  meanwhile,  is  solemn  and  in- 
pressive.  Ours  is  now  the  great  Bepoblic  of 
the  earth;  its  free  itstitutions  are  matoiedbj 
the  experiAient  of  half  a  century ;  nay,  as  a  free 
Government,  it  goes  farther  back — the  benefits 
of  a  free  constitution  have  virtuaDy  been  en- 
joyed here  for  two  centuries.  As  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  freest  Government,  its  growth 
and  strengtJi  compel  it,  willing  or  nnwDlbg-  ^'^ 
stand  forth  to  the  contemplation  of  the  wM 
We  cannot  obscure  ourselves,  if  we  would;  i 
part  we  must  take,  honorable  or  dishonorable, 
in  all  that  is  done  in  the  civilized  world.  Ko», 
it  will  not  be  denied,  that,  within  the  last  t£& 
years,  there  has  been  agitated,  in  that  world,  a 
question  of  vast  moment — a  question  pregnant 
with  consequences  favorable  or  unfavorable  to 
the  prevalence,  nay,  to  the  very  existence,  of 
civil  hberty.  It  is  a  question  which  consfe 
home  to  us.    It  calls  on  us  for  the  expre^*^ 
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of  our  opinion  on  the  great  question  now  be- 
fore ns.  Assuredly,  if  there  is  any  general  tend- 
enoj  in  the  minds  and  affairs  of  men,  which 
may  he  said  to  characterize  the  present  age,  it 
is  the  tendency  to  limited  Grovemments.  The 
enlightened  part  of  mankind  have  very  dis- 
tinctly evinced  a  desire  to  take  a  share,  at  least, 
in  the  government  of  themselves.  The  men 
of  this  age  will  not  be  satisfied  even  with  kind 
masters.  They  have  shown,  (except  where 
force  has  been  interposed  to  cmsh  them,)  that 
thev  will  not  be  content  without  a  participation 
in  the  Government.  This  is  so  strongly  marked 
a  feature  in  the  social  condition  or  this  age, 
that  it  can  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
none  to  whom  I  address  myselfl  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  while  this  is  the  prevailing  spirit, 
there  is  an  antagonist  principle  also  at  work. 
This,  sir,  said  Mr.  W^  is  a  state  of  thmgs  in 
which  we,  as  a  nation,  have,  we  mnst  have,  an 
interest.  The  doctrines  advanced  (and  which 
are  promptly  supported  by  a  great  force)  go  to 
prostrate  the  liberties  of  the  entire  civUized 
world,  whether  existing  under  an  absolute,  a 
monarchical,  or  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. They  are  doctrines  which  have  been 
conceived  with  great  sagacity,  they  are  pur- 
sued with  unbroken  perseverance,  and  they 
bring  to  their  support  a  million  and  a  half  of 
bayonets. 

And  here,  said  Mr.  W.,  let  me  not  be  mis- 
understood ;  I  am  not  about  to  declaim  against 
crowned  heads,  nor  enter  on  a  tirade  against 
other  forms  of  government^  but  I  ask  that  the 
declaration  of  the  Congress  of  European  Sove- 
reigns, which  is  promulgated  as  that  which 
is  to  form  a  part  of  the  public  law  of  civil- 
ized Europe,  may  be  subjected  to  a  dose  ex- 
amination. 

The  entire  overthrow  of  the  late  French  Em- 
peror, left  the  European  world  in  a  state  of 
very  strong  excitement.  In  September,  1816, 
the  sovereigns,  who  had,  by  their  nuited  ex- 
ertions, succeeded  in  putting  down  the  French 
power,  entered  inXo,  and  published  to  the  world, 
an  instrument  of  agreement,  which  has  since 
been  familiarly  known  by  the  title  of  the  "Holy 
Alliance."  This  paper,  which  appeared  inune- 
diately  on  thfi  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  had 
its  origin  with  the  Cabinet  of  Russia.  Its  ap- 
pearance excited,  at  first,  but  little  comparative 
interest  It  was  regarded  as  little  more  than  a 
devout  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  success 
which  had  attended  their  united  exertions  in 
bringing  the  long  war  of  Europe  to  a  conclu- 
sion. It  professed  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
declaration,  that  the  sovereigns,  who  joined  in 
it,  would,  in  future,  conduct  their  respective 
Governments  on  principles  of  the  public  good, 
and  with  a  sacred  regard  to  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. Such  a  combination  was  certainly  noveL 
^Nothing  like  it  had  ever  before  been  published 
by  kings.  Yet,  under  the  view  of  it  which  he 
had  just  expressed,  it  attracted  no  very  great 
share  of  attention.  On  the  face  of  it,  there 
seemed  nothing  to  obj<^ct  to.     All  that  was 


strange  about  the  transaction  was,  that  mon- 
archs,  who  professed  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion, should  stipulate  to  do  what^  without  any 
such  stipulation,  it  was  their  acknowledged 
duty  to  do;  the  contract  bound  them  to  noth- 
ing to  which  they  were  not  morally  bound  al- 
ready. What  was  the  amount  of  the  contract? 
That  they  would  not  violate  Christianity,  nor 
disturb  the  peace  of  Europe.  At  best,  such  a 
contract  was  supererogatory.  It  was  remark- 
able, that  a  celebrated  writer  on  treaties,  when 
defining  what  a  treaty  is,  supposed,  as  possible, 
such  a  case  as  has  occnn^  and  certainly  spoke 
very  disrespectfully  of  such  a  treaty  as  the 
Holy  Alliance  actually  was.  His  words  iir. 
W.  quoted  as  follows : 

"  It  seems  useless  to  frame  any  pacts  or  leagues 
baxely  for  the  defence  and  support  of  miiversal  peace, 
for,  by  such  a  league  nothixup  is  superadded  to  Ihe 
obligation  of  natural  law,  and  no  agreement  is  made 
for  ue  performance  of  any  thing,  which  the  parties 
were  not  previously  bound  to  perform,  nor  is  the 
original  obligation  rendered  firmer  or  stronger  by 
such  an  addition.  Men  of  any  tolerable  culture  and 
civilization,  might  well  be  ashamed  of  entering  into 
any  such  compact,  the  conditions  of  which  imply  only 
that  the  parties  concerned  shall  not  offend  in  any 
dear  paint  of  duty.    Beside,  we  should  be  guilty  of 

rfc  irreverence  towards  God,  should  we  suppose 
his  injunctionfl  had  not  already  laid  a  sufficient 
obligation  upon  us  to  act  justly,  unless  we  ourselves 
voluntarily  consented  to  the  same  engagement ;  as 
if  our  obligation  to  obey  his  will,  depended  upon  our 
own  pleasure. 

"  U  one  engage  to  serve  another^  he  doth  not  set 
it  down  expressly  and  particularly  among  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  bargain,  that  he  will  not  be- 
tray nor  murder  him,  nor  pillage  nor  bum  his  house. 
For  the  same  reason,  that  would  be  a  dishonorable 
engagement,  in  which  men  should  bind  themselves 
to  act  properly  and  decently,  and  not  break  the 
peace."— Pu^endof/. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  this  eminent 
writer.  How  nearly  he  had  anticipated  the 
case  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  Mr.  W.  said,  would 
appear  from  comparing  with  what  he  then 
wrote,  the  preamble  to  Siat  alliance,  which  Mr. 
W.  read,  in  the  following  words : 

'^  In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity,  their  Migesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  tb» 
King  of  Prusoa,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia, — ^sol- 
emnly declare,  that  the  present  act  has  no  other 
object  than  to  publish,  in  tiie  face  of  the  whole  world, 
their  fixed  resolution,  both  in  the  administration  of 
their  respective  States,  and  in  their  political  relations 
with  overj  other  Goveiiunent,  to  take  for  their  sole 
guide  the  precepts  of  that  holy  religion,  namely,  the 
precepts  of  justice,  Christian  charity,  and  peace,  which, 
far  from  bein^  applicable  only  to  private  concerns, 
must  have  an  mimediate  infiuence  on  the  councils  of 
princes,  and  guide  all  tiieir  stops,  as  being  the  only 
means  of  consolidating  human  institutions,  and 
remedying  their  imperfections." 

This  measure,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  was  no 
otherwise  important  than  that  it  was  the  first 
of  a  series,  and  that  it  was  followed  up  by 
measures  of  the  most  important  kind,    hx  this 
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point  of  view,  it  was  worthy  of  the  most  mature 
consideration.  It  contained  two  principles, 
which  were  now  declared  to  form  a  part  of  the 
law  of  the  world,  the  enforcement  of  which 
was  threatened  hy  a  million  and  a  half  of 
bayonets.  The  first  of  these  is,  that  all  con- 
stitutional rights  come  from  the  Grown.  '^All 
useful  and  necessary  changes  (says  the  Laybaoh 
Circular,  of  May,  1821)  ought  only  to  enumate 
from  the  free  will  and  intelligent  conviction  of 
those  whom  God  has  rendered  responsible  for 
power.*'  This  principle,  Mr.  W.  said,  carried 
Europe  back  at  one  remove,  to  the  middle  of 
the  dark  ages.  This  was  the  form  under 
which  our  sturdy  ancestors  obtained  Magna 
Charta,  which  was  given  as  a  concession  from 
the  sovereiffn.  But,  in  a  later  age,  in  the  revo- 
lution which  introduced  the  family  of  Orange, 
the  British  nation  had  grown  wiser — ^those 
things  which  at  Bunnymede  were  given  as 
grants  by  the  Bui  of  Bights,  were  afterwards 
formally  and  explicitly  demanded  and  insisted 
on,  as  rights  of  the  nation.  They  had  been  as- 
sented to  as  such,  and  on  this  basis  the  English 
constitution  rests  at  this  hour.  For  this  reason 
it  was,  that  Britain,  when  she  refused  to  unite 
in  the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  declared 
those  principles  to  be  subversive  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  English  constitution. 

What,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  nature  of  that  al- 
liance ?  Alliances  between  nations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  advantage  or  defence,  had  been 
often  heard  o^  but  an  alliance  such  as  that  at 
Laybaoh  had  never  dared  to  be  declared  to  the 
world.  Was  this  an  alliance  of  nation  with 
nation?  Ko,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  was  an  alliance  of 
crowns  against  the  people ;  of  sovereigns  against 
their  own  subjects ;  it  was,  in  a  word,  the  union 
of  the  physical  force  of  all  Governments  against 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  all  countries.  What 
was  the  natural  pudency  of  such  an  alliance? 
It  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  nations,  as  such. 
Extend  the  principles  of  that  alliance,  and  the 
nations  are  no  more — ^there  are  only  kings. 
It  divided  society  horizontally,  (if  such  a  figure 
was  allowed  to  him,)  and  left  all  the  sovereigns 
above,  and  aU  the  people  below ;  it  set  up  the 
one  above  all  rule  or  restraint,  and  put  down 
the  other  to  be  trampled  beneath  their  feet. 
Not  satisfied  with  demanding  from  the  subject 
allegiance  to  his  own  master,  it  exacted  a 
double,  a  triple,  a  quadruple,  and  he  believed, 
indeed,  a  quintuple  allegiance.  According  to 
its  principle  all  people  owe  aUegianoe  to  all 
sovereigns.    What  must  be,  what  has  been,  the 

{>ractical  operation  of  such  principles?  They 
ead,  necessarily,  to  mutual  <ustrust,  to  eeneral 
discontent,  and  to  universal  war.  This  alli- 
ance, Mr.  W.  said,  had  changed  the  leading 
policy  of  Europe.  It  had  made  it  criminal  for 
the  people  to  combine,  or  to  resist  the  will  of 
either  of  these  sovereigns.  If^  for  example,  a 
Spaniard  attempted  to  resist  the  Inquisition, 
he  offended  not  only  the  King  of  Bpain,  but  he 
sinned  also  against  the  Emperor  of  Bussia. 
Or,  if  a  Greek  attempted  to  resist  the  Turkish 


scimetar,  he,  too,  offended  the  Emperor  of  Boa- 
sia.  To  use  the  words  of  the  Yeroaa  circular, 
such  a  man  "  throws  a  firebrand  into  tb  mid^ 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire.** 

At  the  Congress  of  Troppau,  said  Mr.  ¥.,  we 
find  the  second  of  the  doctrines  to  which  I 
before  alluded,  as  now  published  to  the  vorld, 
to  be  its  law.  The  Declaration  of  IVoppan  uji, 
'•*'  The  powers  have  an  undoubted  ri^t  to  Uke 
a  hostile  attitude  in  regard  to  those  States  ii 
which  an  overthrow  of  the  Government  maj 
operate  as  an  example."  This  ri^^t,  betveeo 
States  whose  juxtaposition  renders  them  mu- 
tually exposed  to  the  consequences  of  vbat 
takes  place  in  either,  is  a  part  of  what  is  called 
the  law  of  vicinage;  and,  when  confined  to 
extreme  cases,  may^  to  a  certain  extent,  he  de- 
fended upon  principles  of  necessity,  and  na- 
tional defence  and  preservation.  On  this  prio- 
ciple,  the  war  of  England  against  France,  when 
the  latter  was  in  a  state  of  revolution,  wis 
undertaken,  and  this  is  the  ground  on  which  U 
was  defended  on  the  floor  of  Parliament  Bat 
to  maintain  that  every  sovereign  in  Earopenaj 
go  to  war  to  repress  an  example,  Mr.  W.  said 
was  monstrous  indeed  1  What  was  to  he  t]i« 
limit  to  such  a  principle,  or  to  the  practice 
growing  out  of  it  ?  If  this  principle  is  allowed, 
what,  said  Mr.  W.,  becomes  of  our  example) 
Why  are  we  not  as  legitimate  objects  for  th« 
operation  of  the  principle  as  any  who  attempt 
to  set  a  republican  example  on  the  other  m 
of  the  Atlantic  ?  We  certainly  did  not  snhscribe 
to  this  principle  in  the  days  of  the  Bevolntion. 
We  did  think  that  when  oppressed  we  migV. 
lawfully  resist  oppression ;  and  I  trust  we  are 
not  so  sick  of  our  Hberty  and  its  effects,  as  to  be 
unwilling,  by  our  exa^mple,  and  by  the  most 
public  expression  of  our  opinion,  to  recom- 
mend to  others  the  same  doctrine. 

Here,  then,  continued  Mr.  W.,  is  a  comto- 
tion  which  is  expressly  pledged  against  all  wk 
set  such  an  example — a  miuiifesto  which  sets 
itself  against  the  whole  course  of  the  ham 
intellect— against  the  character  of  the  age,  f^ 
which  would  bring  us  back  at  once  to  all  tl< 
oppression  of  the  feudal  system.    Here  is  dec- 
trine  which  no  writer,  no  diplomatist,  whick 
even  no  courtier  ever  thought  of  advanciDj 
Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  is  a  flagrant  innovation  (» 
the  principles  and  practice  of  the  whole  civiliz^ 
world.    I  hope,  said  he,  I  shall  not  bec(ffi- 
sidered  as  exaggerating  the  case.    To  connect 
this  House  that  I  state  nothing  but  the  sober 
truth, — that  I  draw  no  inference  that  the  sot- 
ereigns  themselves  have  not  drawn  before  vx 
— ^permit  me  to  refer  to  an  occurrence  that  tcK^ 
place  at  the  Congress  of  Verona.    In  a  speech 
made  at  that  Congress  by  the  French  Minister, 
Chateaubriand,  he  declared  that^  in  a  persoa^ 
conversation  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  « 
had  heard  that  august  sovereign  utter  senti- 
ments which  appeared  to  him  so  precious,  tM 
he   immediately  hastened   home,  and  wr^ 
them  down,  while  they  were  yet  fipedi  in  ws 
recollection.    The  Emperor  declared— 
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**  That  there  can  no  loogvir  be  tnch  a  thing  as  an 
English,  French,  Rnssian,  Prassian,  or  Anatrian  pol- 
icy; there  is  henceforth  hnt  one  policy,  which,  for 
the  safety  of  all,  shonld  be  adopted  both  by  people 
and  kings.  It  was  for  me  first  to  show  myself 
oonTinoed  of  the  principles  on  which  I  fonnded  the 
alliance.  An  occasion  oilhred  itself — ^the  rising  in 
Gieece.  Nothing,  certainly,  occnrred  more  for  my 
interests,  for  the  interests  of  my  people — ^nothing 
more  acceptable  to  my  country,  than  a  religions 
war  with  TnrkOT ;  hnt  I  have  thonght  I  perceived 
in  the  troables  of  the  Morea  the  sign  of  revolution, 
and  I  have  held  back.  Providence  has  not  put 
under  my  command  800,000  soldiers  to  satisfy  my 
ambition,  but  to  nrotect  religion,  morality,  and  justice, 
and  to  secure  the  prevalence  of  those  principles  of 
order  on  which  human  society  rests.  It  may  well 
be  permitted  that  kings  should  have  public  alliances 
to  defend  themselves  against  secret  enemies.** 

This  may  be  so;  but,  I  trust  in  God,  though 
there  should  be  no  French,  or  Russian,  or  Prus- 
sian, or  Austrian,  or  English  policy,  (though 
this  latter  I  never  will  believe,)  there  will  at 
least  be  an  American  policy.  The  end  and 
scope  of  t^is  doctrine  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  this :  to  interfere,  by  force,  for  any  Gor- 
emment  against  any  people  who  resist  it.  The 
times  of  the  Stuarts  have  come  back  again,  and 
w ith  increased  demands  of  power.  Be  the  state 
of  a  people  what  it  may,  they  shall  not  rise — 
be  the  Government  what  it  will,  it  shall  in  no 
case  be  resisted.  And  this  has  been  carried 
out,  too.  Look  at  Spain — ^look  at  Greece.  If 
a  man  may  not  resist,  either  the  Spanish  In- 
quisition or  the  Turkish  scimetar,  what,  in 
God's  name,  may  he  resist?  Stronger  cases 
can  never  arise.  Tliis  alliance  laughs  at  the 
doctrine  of  your  Blackstones,  and  all  others 
who  maintain  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resort  is 
to  be  had  to  first  principles  and  natural  rights. 
Are  we  prepared  to  part  with  that  doctrine  ? 
The  doctrine  is  advanced — ^it  is  supported  with 
an  immense  force.  The  timid  shrink  and  suc- 
cumb. If  it  is  not  resisted  here,  and  in  one 
other  spot,  it  will  be  resisted  nowhere.  K 
there  is  no  vigor  in  the  Saxon  race  to  with- 
stand it,  there  is  none  to  be  looked  for  else- 
where. Is  it  not  time  to  step  forth,  and  at 
least  declare  that  we  condenm  and  deny  such 
monstrous  opinions?  How  can  reformation  of 
Government  ever  begin  but  with  the  people? 
The  radical  defect  of  this  system  is,  that  it  di- 
vides civilization — ^it  would  allow  it  to  go  on  in 
all  other  matters,  but  not  in  principles  of  Gov- 
ernment and  civil  liberty.  But  human  knowl- 
edge is  all  connected — ^that  knowledge  is  fast 
spreading — ^the  great  mass  of  society  which 
holds,  and  ever  must  hold,  the  physical,  is  fast 
obtaining  the  intellectual  power  of  society. 
The  harmony  which  has  ever  prevailed,  either 
in  Europe  or  America,  has  rested  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  mutual  independence  of  nations. 
There  have,  indeed,  been  some  instances  of  the 
violation  of  this  principle,  as  in  the  case  of  Po- 
land; but  on  the  great  scal^  nations  have 
hitherto  been  viewed  as  independent  sovereign- 
ties— civilization  and  Christianity  have  united 


to  establish  among  them  international  law,  and 
from  this  blended  influence  has  sprung  that  de- 
lightful spectacle,  so  truly  described  by  a  poet, 
the  unseen,  but  not  nnfelt  influence  of  law : 
**  And  sovereign  Zat0,  the  world's  collected  will, 
O'er  thrones  and  globes  elate, 
Sits  Empress — crowning  good,  repressing  ill : 

Smit  by  her  sacred  frown, 
The  fiend,  Discretion,  like  a  vapor,  rinks, 

And  e'en  the  all-dazzling  Crown 
Hides  his  faint  rays,  and  at  her  biddmg  shrinks.* 

Take  this  away,  and  there  is  nothing  left  but 
the  sword.  The  law  of  nations  declares  that 
all  States  are  equal — ^these  papers  deny  it.  The 
law  of  nations  maintains  that,  in  extreme  cases, 
resistance  is  lawful — ^these  papers  deny  it.  The 
law  of  nations  proclaims  that  one  nation  has  no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  another — 
these  papers  deny  it 

But  now,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  all  that 
to  us  ?  The  question  is  easily  answered.  We 
are  one  of  the  nations.  Our  system  of  Govern- 
ment is,  throughout,  utterly  hostile  to  that  sys- 
tem, and  if  we  are  safe  from  its  effects,  we  may 
thank  our  situation  or  our  courage.  The  age 
we  live  in,  and  our  own  active  character,  have 
connected  us  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world, 
and  we,  as  a  nation,  have  precisely  the  same 
interest  in  international  law  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual has  in  the  laws  of  his  country. 

But,  apart  f^om  the  soundness  of  the  policy, 
on  general  principles  there  is  a  ground  of  duty 
in  this  matter.  What  do  we  not,  as  a  people, 
owe  to  the  principle  of  lawful  resistance  ?  to 
the  principle  that  society  shall  govern  itself? 
These  principles  have  raised  us  to  a  state  of 
prosperity,  in  which  our  course  is  rapid  and 
irresistible.  We  are  borne  on  as  by  a  mighty 
current,  and  if  we  would  stop  long  enough  to 
take  an  observation,  that  we  may  measure  our 
national  course,  before  we  can  effect  it,  we  find 
we  have  already  moved  a  vast  distance  from 
the  point  at  which  it  was  commenced.  This 
course  we  cannot  check;  it  is  the  course  of 
things,  and  it  will  go  on.  Shall  we  not,  thus 
situated,  give  to  others  who  are  struggling  for 
these  very  principles,  the  cheering  aid  of  our 
example  ana  opinion? 

But,  whatever  we  do  in  this  matter,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  do  on  principle.  If,  on  the  subject 
of  the  rumored  combination  against  South 
America,  we  take  any  stand,  it  must  be  on 
principle  that  that  stand  is  taken.  The  near 
approach,  or  the  remote  distance,  of  danger, 
may  change  policy,  but  cannot  touch  principle ; 
and  the  same  reasons  of  an  abstract  kind,  that 
would  lead  us  to  protest  in  the  case  of  the 
whole  Southern  Ck>ntinent,  bind  us  to  protest 
in  the  case  of  the  smallest  Republic  in  ItsJy. 

A  second  question,  however,  may  here  be 
asked.  What  can  we  do?  This  thunder  is  at 
a  distance — the  wide  Atlantic  rolls  between — 
we  are  safe:  would  you  have  us  go  to  war? 
Would  you  have  us  send  armies  into  Europe? 
Ko :  I  would  not.  But  this  reasoning  mistakee 
the   age.     Formerly,  indeed,  there  vraa  no 
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making  an  impression  on  a  nation  but  by  bayo- 
nets, and  subsidies,  by  fleets  and  armies:  but 
the  a^e  has  undergone  a  change :  there  is  a 
force  m  public  opinion  which,  in  the  long  run, 
will  outweigh  all  the  physical  force  that  can  be 
brought  to  oppose  it  Until  public  opinion  is 
subdued,  the  greatest  enemy  of  tyranny  is  not 
yet  dead.  What  is  the  soul,  the  informing 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  of  our  entire  system 
of  government?  Public  opinion.  While  this 
acts  with  intensity,  and  moyes  in  the  right 
direction,  the  country  must  ever  be  safe — ^let  us 
direct  the  force,  the  vast  moral  force  of  this 
dngine,  to  the  aid  of  others.  Public  opinion  is 
the  great  enemy  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  may 
be  said  that  public  opinion  did  not  succeed  in 
Spain.  Public  opinion  was  never  thoroughly 
changed  there ;  but  does  any  man  suppose  that 
Spain  is  not  at  this  day  nearer,  not  merely  in 
point  of  time,  but  intellectually  and  pdlitically, 
nearer  to  freedom  than  she  was  last  spring? 
True,  indeed,  the  Bourbon  power  did  make  an 
almost  unresisted  march  from  the  Pyrenees  to 
Cadiz,  but  is  Europe  satisfied  ?  Public  opinion 
is  neither  conciliated  nor  destroyed — ^like  Mil- 
ton's angels,  it  is  vital  in  every  part — ^and  this 
followed  back  the  Conqueror  as  he  returned, 
and  held  Europe  in  indignant  silence.  Let  us, 
then,  speak:  let  us  speak  weU  of  what  has 
done  well  for  us.  We  shall  have  the  thinking 
world  all  with  us — ^and,  be  it  remembered,  it 
was  a  thinking  community  that  achieved  our 
Bevoli)tion  before  a  battle  had  been  fought. 

I  shall  not  detain  this  conmiittee  by  laying 
before  it  any  statistical,  geographical,  or  com- 
mercial account  of  Greece.  The  document  on 
your  table,  which  has  been  furnished  from  the 
Department  of  State,  in  some  measure  supplies 
these:  and  her  history  is  familiar  to  us  all. 
Within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  the  con- 
dition of  that  country  has  undergone  a  great 
improvement.  Her  marine  produces  the  best 
sailors  in  the  Mediterranean — better,  in  that  sea, 
than  even  our  own.  Their  commerce,  before 
the  present  commotions,  had  begun  to  extend 
itself  to  France  and  Spain— Hobhouse  (our 
best  authority)  states  their  seamen  at  fifty  thou- 
sand ;  but  that  number  is  certainly  much  too 
large — ^they  have  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  tons  of  shipping,  which  is  equal  to 
about  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  United  States. 
Their  population  in  European  Turkey  is  about 
five  millions,  and  in  Asia  Minor  about  two 
millions  more.  Their  moral  state  is  rapidly 
advancing;  in  all  respects — ^the  literati  of  Europe 
conceived  a  strong  interest  in  their  behalj^  and 
sent  books  and  scholars  and  printing  presses 
into  Greece — ^many  of  the  works  of  modem 
Europe  have  been  translated  into  their  language, 
and  they  have  produced  many  works  entirely 
original.  This  people,  a  people  of  intelligence, 
ingenuity,  refinement,  spirit,  and  enterprise, 
have  been  for  centuries  under  the  most  atrocious, 
unparalleled  Tartarian  barbarism  that  ever  op- 
pressed the  human  race.  This  House  is  unable 
to  estimate  duly,  it  is  unable  even  to  conceive  or 


comprehend  it   It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
character  of  the  force  which  has  so  long  domi- 
neered over  them  is  purely  military.    It  hss 
been  as  truly  as  beautifully  said,  that  "the 
Turk  has  now  been  encamped  in  Europe  for 
four  centuries."    Yes,  sir — it  is  nothing  else 
than  an  encampment    They  came  in  by  the 
sword,  and  they  govern  by  the  sword.    They 
hold  the  captive  Greeks  to  be  their  property— 
and  when  a  Vretched  Greek  has  yielded  up  his 
yearns  earnings  to  some  rapacious  exactor,  it 
has  truly  been  said  that  he  "  pays  his  ransom 
to  live  another  year."   Despotic  power  is  there, 
if  the  phrase  may  be  allowed,  formed  into  a 
regular  system  of  anarchy.    The  power  dele- 
gated to  the  inferior  tyrant  is  as  absolute  within 
its  sphere,  as  the  power  of  the  Sultan  himself 
— ^and  hence,  there  is  scarcely  a  great  poet 
under  the  whole  Government  whose  incumbent 
is  not  virtually,  often  actually,  at  war  with  the 
Porte.    Between  these  two  opposite  powers, 
both  despotic,  it  is  dangerous  to  take  sides,  and 
yet  sides  must  be  taken :  in  all  the  empire  there 
is  no  property,  no  security.    The  well-knowa 
and  undisguised  sale  of  all  offices,  is,  of  its^  i 
sufficient  index  of  the  state  of  society.     In  ibt 
whole  world  no  such  oppression  is  felt  as  that 
which  has  crushed  down  the  wretched  Gr6ek& 
In  India,  to  be  sure,  it  is  bad  enough  in  pris- 
ciple,  but  in  the  actual  feeling  of  the  oppresska 
it  is  not  to  be  compared.    There  the  oppress 
natives  are  themselves  as  barbarous  as  their 
oppressors,  but  here  have  been  seven  millions 
of  civilized,  enlightened.  Christian  men,  trssh 
pled  into  the  very  earth,  century  after  century, 
by  a  barbarous,  pillaging,  relenUess  s6ldierT/ 
Sir,  the  case  is  unique;   there  has  emted 
nothing  like  it,  before  or  since.     The   worid 
has  no  such  misery  to  show.    Surely,  there  i» 
no  case  in  which  we  could  point  to  the  civilised 
and  Christian  world  with  such  an  emphasis  of 
appeal.    What,  during  all  this  time,  has  beai 
the  conduct  of  the  neighboring  nations — ^natioas 
professedly  Christian?    It  has  been  a  disgrsoe 
to  Europe.    As  early  as  the  Congress  at  Lay- 
bach,  in  1821,  the  papers  of  that  council  spoie 
of  the  rising  of  this  oppressed  people  as  cul- 
pable, as  criminal.    And  this  charge   cc4De» 
n'om  the  Emperor  of  Russia.     Certainly  he  dM 
not  always' think  it  quite  so  criminal  in  Greece 
to  resist  the  Porte.     On  the  contrary,  is  ix 
not  known  to  all  the  world  that  Bnssia  ad- 
vanced a  claim  of  some  kind  agtdnst  the  Forte 
to  the  allegiance  of  Greece?    Did  not  Ivan  IH 
discard  the  banner  of  St  George,  and  take  the 
double-headed  eagle  in  its  stead?     XKd  noi 
Peter  the  Great  secure  for  them  the  passage  ci 
the  Dardanelles?    Did  he  not  adopt  the  Cc- 
famed  banner  of  Constantine — ^'m  hw:  mffmfi 
vineeaf"    Did  he  not  stamp  upon   his  coia 
"  Pbtbus    I.    Rtj860-Gb2ecob.    Impsrxtok  f  " 
From  1769  to  1774,  did  not  Russia  enga^re  ia 
successive  campaigns  agunstthe  Porte,  and  did 
she  not  fill  Greece  with  her  armies  ?    Were  no« 
the  Turks  compelled  to  .admit,  by  treaty,  tb* 
independence  of  the  Czar  of  the  Crimea  f    And 
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did  not  the  Empress  Oatharine,  when  she  con- 
qaered  the  Crimea,  inscribe  over  the  gate  of 
Oherson,  "  the  boad  to  Btzantium  ? "  Strange, 
indeed,  after  all  this,  that  a  Greek  insurrection 
against  the  Turks  shotdd  excite  the  indignation 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  I  Yet^  what  says  the 
Congress  of  Verona,  held  no  longer  ago  than 
last  year?  It  denounces  *^the  rash  and  cul- 
pable conduct  of  the  Greeks,  who  have  thrown 
a  firebrand  into  tlie  midst  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire." If  they  did,  that  was  done  long  before 
they  did  it,  and  they  were  by  this  very  power 
encouraged  to  do  it.  Might  it  not  have  been 
expected  that  at  that  Congress  some  relenting 
of  compassion  would  have  been  felt  for  these 
suffering  Greeks^  Nobody  doubts  the  power 
of  that  Congress  to  aid  them — one  word  would 
have  delivered  the  whole  nation.  If,  as  that 
alliance  professed,  they  took  Christianity  for 
their  guide,  what  must  be  said  of  their  aban- 
doning seven  millions  of  Christian  people  to  be 
trampled  upon  by  barbarians?  Kay,  at  their 
being  accused,  because  they  turned  upon  their 
oppressors,  of  "  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the 
midst  of  the  Ottoman  Empire?  "  But  farther, 
sir:  in  1821,  Baron  Strogonoff,  the  Bussian 
Minister  at  Constantinople,  says,  in  a  public 
document,  that  the  most  unheard-of  enormities 
were  perpetrated  against  Greeks  who  had  no 
share  whatever  in  the  rebellion ;  and  that  the 
condact  of  the  Porte  towards  these  people  was 
sufficient  to  flimish  good  grounds  for  all  Europe 
-  to  unite  on  the  subject.  This  was  in  1821. 
This  was  followed  by  that  indescribable  enor- 
mity, that  appalling  monument  of  barbarian 
cruelty,  the  destruction  of  Scio— a  scene  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe — ^from  which  human 
nature  shrinks  shuddering  away — a  sceue,  thank 
God,  without  a  parallel  in  all  the  history  of 
fallen  man ;  and  that  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  massacres  in  Cyprus.  All  these  things 
were  perfectly  known  when  the  Congress  of 
Verona  accused  the  Greeks,  for  their  insurrec- 
tion, of  "  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  midst 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire ! " 

Now,  then,  I  repeat,  that  if  such  are  the  results 
of  the  system  of  modern  European  Sovereigns, 
it  is  a  system  which  demands  examination. 
That  this  was  a  fruit  of  that  system,  is  unde- 
niable. This  was  an  interference  against  the 
Greeks  in  favor  of  the  Turks ;  and  it  was  far 
greater  than  anything  I  propose  for  the  Greeks 
against  the  Turks.  Yes,  sir,  with  that  instru- 
ment in  their  hand.  Christian  Sovereigns,  there 
professinff  to  take  the  Christian  reli^on  for 
their  guide,  have  advanced  to  check  a  Christian 
nation  in  resisting  the  bloodiest  cruelty  of  a 
horde  of  Mohammedan  Tartars. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  pursued  towards 
this  people.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  while  I  state  a  very  short  account  of 
their  late  revolution. 

The  situation  of  Greece  had  excited  the  sym- 
pathies of  Western  Europe  for  thirty  years  past. 
Societies  had  been  formed  in  Germany  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  suffering  people — 


branches  of  those  societies  were  extended  into 
Greece — ^many  of  their  youth  were  carefully  in- 
structed in  literature—many  disbanded  ofiicers 
from  the  European  armies  entered  into  the  Gre- 
cian service,  and  a  considerable  amelioration  of 
their  condition  with  respect  to  the  advantages 
of  education  began  to  be  effected.  In  1821,  Qie 
revolt  tooi  place  in  Moldavia  and  Wallachia, 
a  revolt  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
fomented  by  Russia.  The  Emperor  brought 
down  a  large  force  upon  the  Pruth — ^a  Russian 
vessel,  being  suspected  of  carrying  supplies  to 
the  insurgents,  was  stopped  as  she.  passed  the 
Bosphorus — and  a  rupture  seemed  immediately 
impending.  Russia  demanded  that  the  Turki^ 
forces  should  be  withdrawn  from  those  two 
northern  provinces.  At  the  same  time  that 
Ypsilanti  was  in  rebellion  in  the  north,  the 
Porte  had  to  cari'y  on  a  desperate  struggle  with 
Ali  Pacha  in  the  west  And  another  war 
with  Persia  threatened  in  the  east.  Then  it 
was  that  the  Greek  revolution  burst  forth. 
They  soon  possessed  themselves  of  the  open 
country  of  the  Morea,  and  forced  the  Turks  to 
fly  for  refuge  into  the  cities.  Of  these,  Tri- 
politza  soon  fell  into  their  hands;  and  then 
they  began  to  contemplate  a  government. 
They  assembled  a  Congress,  (the  name  is  hal- 
lowed on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — it  is  a  name 
dear  to  freedom,)  and  began  to  organize  a  sys- 
tem of  laws.  The  Annual  Register  asks  what 
right  they  had  to  denominate  this  a  Congress  ? 
The  answer  is  easy ;  the  same  right,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  we  had,  and  no  more.  With  our 
constitution  before  them,  they  proceeded  to 
copy  its  features  as  closely  as  tiieir  circum- 
stances would  permit  In  that  year,  the  war 
with  Ali  Pacha  was  ended  by  treachery,  and 
the  breach  of  the  Turkish  promise.  The  affair 
was  settled,  too,  with  Russia,  and  it  now  was 
discovered  that  all  that  she  had  insisted  on  was, 
that  the  Turkish  forces  should  be  withdrawn 
from  Moldavia  and  Wallachia;  the  very  meas- 
ure which,  of  all  others,  had  the  most  im- 
mediate tendency  to  overwhelm  the  Greek 
cause.  Thus  was  the  whole  force  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire  let  loose  at  once  upon  devoted 
Greece ;  and  what,  sir,  was  the  result?  Where 
the  Ottoman  made  his  greatest  effort,  he  was 
met  and  foiled,  and,  in  six  weeks,  had  to  turn 
back  his  steps  from  the  Morea,  whither  his  foot 
has  never  since  trodden  to  this  day.  It  was  in 
this  year  that  the  island  of  Scio,  the  most 
favored  island  in  the  Archipelago,  an  island  the 
peculiar  property  of  the  Sultana,  the  lightest 
taxed,  the  most  wealthy,  the  most  refined,  the 
most  literary  spot  in  idl  Greece ;  where  were 
libraries,  such  as  few  States  in  this  Union  pos- 
sess, and.  where  ease  and  elegance  had  their 
favorite  seat^  became  the  theatre  of  a  massacre 
such  as  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of 
the  world.  The  inhabitants  of  Samoa,  jealous 
at  the  comparative  prosperity  of  this  island, 
landed^  drove  the  Turks  into  the  town,  ana 
were  jomed  by  some  of  the  country  people  of 
Scio.    The  Tnrkiah  fleets  lately  reinforoed  from 
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Egypt,  happened  to  be  in  the  neighborhood — 
they  landed,  and  burnt  the  city,  and  when  the 
daaghter  and  burning  was  over,  out  of  140,000 
inhabitants,  nine  hundred  only  were  left  alive. 
40,000  women  and  children,  inhabitants  of  the 
island,  were  sold  at  Smyrna  into  perpetual 
slavery.  A  month  after — ^when  the  ashes  of 
the  burnt  city  were  cold— did  they  hang  thirty- 
five  Greeks  at  the  yard-arm,  and  slay  eighty- 
five  more  who  had  been  given  as  hostages  from 
the  town.  Ten  more  hostt^es  were  hanged  in 
Constantinople — 700  who  voluntarily  surren- 
dered, were  all  shot  down ;  800  others,  about 
whom  they  got  into  dispute,  were  murdered  in 
the  same  manner.  And,  sir,  on  the  wharves 
of  Boston  did  I  see  the  utensils  from  the  hearths 
of  that  polished,  refined,  and  literary  people, 
selling  for  old  copper.  Numbers  of  children, 
all  whose  relatives  had  been  slaughtered,  were 
picked  up  by  the  merchants  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  some  of  them  are  now  among  us. 
Sir,  these  things  were  as  well  known  at  the 
Congress  of  Lay  bach  as  they  are  on  this  fioor 
— ^but  the  tale  did  not  move  a  muscle  of  those 
Allied  Sovereigns,  or  alter,  one  hair's  breadth, 
the  course  of  their  unfeeling  policy.  During  the 
present  year,  the  Persian  war  being  over,  Ali 
dead^  and  the  Russians  gone,  the  whole  weight 
of  the  Turkish  force  has  again  and  again  been 
precipitated  on  the  struggling  Greeks — ^again 
and  again  it  has  been  triumphantly  resisted — 
and  it  is  only  this  morning,  sir,  that  I  received 
the  news  of  a  fresh  victory. 

They  now  hold  all  the  Morea,  Candia,  and 
the  islands,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
fortresses  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Turks — 
they  have  even  ventured  to  act  on  the  offensive. 
Their  marine  is  strengthened — ^their  blockades 
have  been  enforced — ^time,  experience,  and  the 
vicissitudes  of  their  momentous  struggle,  have 
consolidated  their  force,  and  they  have  now  the 
advantage  and  blessing  of  a  regular  representa- 
tive Government.  Sir,  have  they  not  done 
much?  It  would  be  great  injustice  to  compare 
their  achievements  with  our  own — because  we 
began  our  .struggle  already  possessed  of  govern- 
ment and  of  comparative  civil  freedom — ^we  had 
for  centuries  been  accustomed  to  govern  our- 
selves ; — ^but  these  poor  Greeks  had  scarce  any 
of  the  means  of  knowledge — ^they  were  without 
public  concert — ^without  experience,  witiiiout 
patronage,  surrounded  by  nations  that  oast 
every  discouragement  in  their  way;  yet  they 
have  now  had  a  free  government  for  two  years, 
and  their  soil  is  unprofaned  by  the  foot  of  an  in- 
vader. They  have  carried  on  the  strugsle  for 
three  successive  campaigns,  against  hordes  of 
Tartar  troops  and  auxiliary  forces  from  the  Bar- 
bary  States — ^they  have  been  conjured,  by  their 
neighbors,  to  submit;  but  they  still  manfully 
hold  out.  Two  hundred  thousand  have  heroic- 
ally laid  down  their  lives — and  what  say  the 
rest  ?  **  Some  of  our  nation  are  yet  alive,  and 
we  will  all  perish  before  we  will  yield  up  again 
our  country  to  the  oppressor." 

It  may  now  be  asked,  will  this  resolution  do 


them  any  good  9  Yes,  it  will  do  them  moeh 
good.  It  will  give  them  courage  and  spirit, 
which  is  better  than  money.  It  will  aasore 
them  of  the  public  sympathy,  and  wiU  iospire 
them  with  fresh  constancy.  It  will  teach  to 
that  they  are  not  forgotten  by  the  ciTflised 
world,  and  to  hope  one  day  to  oociqiy,  in  tbtt 
world,  an  honorable  station. 

A  &rther  question  remains.    Is  this  measore 
pacific?    It  has  no  other  character.   It  oin^j 
proposes  to  make  a  pecuniary  proviaon  for  a 
mission,  when  the  President  shall  deem  sodi 
mission  expedient.    It  is  a  mere  ledprocttion 
to  the  sentiments  of  his  Message;  it  imposes 
upon  him  no  new  duty ;  it  gives  him  no  new 
power ;  it  does  not  hasten  or  urge  him  forward; 
it  simply  provides,  in  an  open  and  avowed 
manner,  the  means  of  doing  what  would  else  be 
done  out  of  the  contingent  fund.    It  leavee  bim 
at  the  most  perfect  liberty,  and  it  repoaee  the 
whole  matter  in  his  sole  discretion.    He  mi^ 
do  it  without  this  resolution,  as  he  did  in  the 
case  of  South  America,  but  it  merelj  answers 
the  query  whether  on  so  great  and  interestii^ 
a  question  as  the  condition  of  the  Greeks,  this 
House  holds  no  opinion  which  is  worth  express- 
ing?   But,  suppose  a  commissioner  is  sent,  the 
measure  is  pacific  stilL    Where  is  the  breach  of 
neutrality?  where  ajustcause  of  offence  t  And 
besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  all  the  danger  is  this 
matter  on  one  side?  may  we  not  inquire,  whose 
fleets  cover  the  Archipelago  ?  may  we  not  ask 
what  would  be  the  result  to  our  trade  should 
Smyrna  be  blockaded  ?    A  commissioner  eoald 
at  least  procure  for  us  what  we  do  not  now 
possess — that  is,  authentic  information  of  the 
true  state  of  things.    The  document  on  yoor 
table  exhibits  a  meagre  appearance  on  this 
point — ^what  does  it  contain?    Letters  of  Mr. 
Luriottis  and  paragraphs  from  a  Frendi  paper. 
My  peiiBonal  (pinion  is,  that  an  agent  oogbt 
immediately  to  be  sent;  but  the  rosolntionl 
have  offered  by  no  means  goes  so  far. 

Do  gentiemen  fear  the  result  of  this  resolatioo 
in  embroiling  us  with  the  Porte?  Vhy,  sir, 
how  much  is  it  ahead  of  the  whole  nation,  or 
rather  let  me  ask  how  much  is  the  nation  abeed 
of  it  ?  Is  not  this  whole  people  already  in  a  st&te 
of  open  and  avowed  excitement  on  this  snbject  \ 
Does  not  the  land  ring  from  side  to  side  with 
one  common  sentiment  of  sympathy  for  Gre^ 
and  indignation  towards  her  oppressors?  Nay 
more,  sir,  are  we  not  giving  money  to  this  cmsxI 
More  still,  edr,  is  not  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
open  correspondence  with  the  President  of  the 
Greek  Committee  in  London  ?  The  nation  has 
gone  as  far  as  it  can  go,  short  of  an  oflSdal  act 
of  hostility.  This  resolution  adds  Dothiog 
beyond  what  is  already  done ;  nor  can  any  ^( 
the  European  Governments  take  offence  at  soch 
a  measure.  But,  if  they  would,  ahall  ve  bv 
withheld  from  an  honest  expression  of  liberal 
feelings  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  for  ftar  (>t 
giving  umbrage  to  some  member  of  the  Mj 
Alliance  ?  We  are  not,  surely,  yet  prepared  to 
purchase  their  smiles  by  a  saarifioe  of  0^^ 
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manlj  principle.  Bare  anj  Christian  Prince 
even  ask  as  not  to  sympathize  with  a  Christian 
nation  straggling  agunst  Tartar  tyranny?  We 
do  not  intenere — we  break  no  engagements — 
we  violate  no  treaties— with  the  Porte  we  have 
none. 

Mr.  Chairman,  tliere  are  some  things  which, 
to  be  well  done,  most  be  promptly  done.  If  we 
even  determine  to  do  the  thing  that  is  now 
proposed,  we  may  do  it  too  late.  Sir,  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  are  for  withholding  aid  when 
it  is  most  urgently  needed,  and  when  the  stress 
is  past,  and  the  aid  no  longer  necessary,  over- 
whelming the  snflferer  witli  caresses.  I  will 
not  stand  by  and  see  my  fellow  man  drownins 
without  stretching  ont  a  hand  tx>  help  him,  tiU 
he  has  by  his  own  efforts  and  presence  of  mind 
reached  the  shore  in  safety,  and  then  encumber 
him  with  aid.  With  suftering  Greece,  now  is 
the  crisis  of  her  ibte — ^her  great,  it  may  be,  her 
last  straggle.  Sir,  while  we  sit  here  deliberating, 
her  destiny  may  be  decided.  The  Greeks,  con- 
tending with  rathless  oppressors,  turn  their 
eyes  to  us,  and  invoke  us  by  their  ancestors,  by 
their  slaughtered  wives  and  children,  by  their 
own  blood,  poured  out  like  water,  by  the  heca- 
tombs of  dead  they  have  heaped  up  as  it  were 
to  heaven ;  they  invoke,  they  implore  of  us 
some  cheering  sound,  some  look  of  sympathy, 
some  token  of  compassionate  regard.  They 
look  to  us  as  the  great  Republic  of  the  earth-- 
and  they  ask  us  by  our  common  faith,  whether 
we  can  foi^t  that  they  are  struggling,  as  we 
once  struggled,  for  what  we  now  so  happily 
enjoy  t  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  they  will  succeed : 
that  rests  with  Heaven.  But  for  myself,  sir,  if 
I  should  to-morrow  hear  that  they  have  failed 
— that  their  last  phalanx  had  sunk  beneath  the 
Turkish  scimetar,  that  the  flames  of  their  last 
city  had  sunk  in  its  ashes,  and  that  naught  re- 
mained but  the  wide  melancholy  waste  where 
Greece  once  was,  I  should  still  reflect,  with  the 
most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  I  have  asked 
you,  in  the  name  of  seven  millions  of  freemen, 
that  you  would  give  them  at  least  the  cheering 
of  one  friendly  voice. 

When  Mr.  Websteb  had  concluded — 
The  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress, 
and,  having  had  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TmsDAT,  January  20. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  purchase  the 
seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1824,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Marquis  de  Lc^ayette. 
Mr.  MiTOHiox.,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  respecting  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette,  striking  out  the  preamble  and  all 
that  follows  the  word  "resolved,"  and  snb- 
stitutiog  the  following : 


**  Thftt  the  Marqnls  de  Lafayette  having  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  vint  this  oonntiy,  the  Presi- 
dent be  xeqnested  to  commmdcate  to  him  the  assnr- 
ancea  of  grateful  and  affectionate  attadunent  still 
oheriahed  towards  him  by  tibe  Gtovemment  and 
people  of  the  United  Statea 

**  And  be  it  further  retohedy  That,  as  a  mark  of 
national  resp^t,  the  President  cause  to  be  held  in 
readiness  a  ship-of-the-line,  and  invite  the  Marqois 
to  take  passage  therein,  whenever  his  dispoaition  to 
visit  this  country  be  signified.*' 

Mr.  LrviKGSTOir,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  express 
the  hope,  he  miffht,  without  impropriety,  say 
the  conviction,  that  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  House.  Not  only 
were  the  merits  of  the  illustrious  man,  to  whom 
it  had  reference,  universally  known  in  tiiese 
States,  but  they  had  been  uniformly,  repeated- 
ly, aod  publicly  acknowledged.  The  history  of 
his  oonnections  with  the  United  States  was  per- 
sonally known  to  some  of  the  members  in  this 
House — ^it  was  known  to  all  who  had  read  the 
story  of  our  Revolution.  It  was  a  connection 
which  did  honor  to  both— to  the  country  that 
received,  and  to  the  individual  who  rendered 
them.  At  a  very  eariy  age,  when  pleasure 
presents  itself  in  the  most  captivating  and  seduc- 
tive form,  possessed  of  a  fortune  which  enabled 
him  to  oomnly  with  her  every  solicitation,  and 
of  a  rank  which  warranted  his  aspu-ing  to  the 
loftiest  heights  of  ambition  in  his  own  country 
he  possessed,  with  all  these,  sufficient  energy 
of  character  to  shake  off  every  inducement  of 
pleasure,  of  wealth,  and  of  ambition,  and  to 
join  a  country,  in  which,  although  there  was 
much  to  gratify  an  honest  ambition,  there  was 
nothing  to  be  found  of  all  that  which  young 
men  of  his  rank  and  standing,  in  Europe,  were 
wont  most  to  desire.  He  came  to  our  shores ; 
he  offered  his  services  to  our  Goverament; 
they  were  accepted,  and  he  immediately  re- 
ceived an  honorable  rank  and  a  conspicuous 
station.  One  of  my  eariiest  recollections  is 
connected  with  the  period  of  his  arrival,  and 
one  of  the  most  pleasing  remembrances  of  my 
boyhood,  is  the  being  permitted,  in  company 
with  one  who  is  now  a  member  of  this  House, 
to  visit  him  at  his  headquarters,  in  occasional 
excursions  from  the  place  where  we  were  receiv- 
ing our  education.  I  afterwards  saw  him,  at 
the  head  of  two  thousand  men,  who  had  been 
clothed,  armed,  and  decorated  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, conciliating,  by  his  republican  manners, 
by  the  steadiness  of  his  discipline  and  the  con- 
descension of  his  behavior,  the  devoted  affec- 
tion of  the  soldiery,  reconciling,  by  the  winning 
loudness  of  his  address,  the  aged  man  to  submit 
himself  to  the  command  of  a  youth — tiie  hardy 
native  of  the  soil  to  receive  and  submit  to  the 
command  of  a  foreigner.  At  the  same  time, 
by  his  strict  obedience  to  authority,  he  won  the 
esteem  of  his  superiors  in  command.  But  the 
most  touching  part  of  this  lovely  spectacle,  was 
the  deference,  the  veneration,  the  devoted  at^ 
taohment  which  ever  marked  his  deportment 
towards  the  Father  of  our  Countfy.    But  it 
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was  not  merely  in  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a 
military  rank,  however  honorable,  that  Lafay- 
ette was  worthy  of  our  contemplation;  he 
sought  effective  service,  lie  sealed  his  attach- 
ment to  our  cause  with  his  blood  at  Brandy- 
wine,  and  in  that  great  catastrophe  which 
placed  in  our  hands  a  British  commander  and 
all  his  army  at  Yorktown,  he  occupied  a  strik- 
ing position  in  the  busy  and  interesting  scene. 
The  judgment  of  Washington  having  given  him 
command  of  the  American  forces  in  the  storm- 
ing of  a  redoubt,  while  the  French,  in  another 
column,  were  ordered  simultaneously  to  attadk 
another,  Lafayette  obtained  the  palm,  having 
carried  his  redoubt  some  minutes  in  advance  of 
the  French  column.  But  his  services  to  the 
cause  of  these  States  were  not  merely  of  a  mili- 
tary character ;  he  served  us  equally  in  a  politi- 
cal as  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  He  made 
frequent  visits  to  France,  and  he  used  them  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  our  connections 
with  that  country,  and  bringing  its  wealth  by 
commercial  operations  in  aid  of  our  exhausted 
resources.  He  has  a  farther  recommendation 
to  our  affection  and  respect,  as  the  friend  of 
temperate  and  regulated  liberty  in  his  own 
country.  From  the  first  moment  of  the  French 
revolution  he  was  the  decided  advocate  of  its 
general  principle,  and  he  was  the  advocate  of 
that  form  of  civil  liberty,  which  he  conceived 
best  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  genius 
of  France,  a  limited  monarchy  accompanied 
with  a  deliberative  body.  He  once  thought 
that  he  had  attained  this  object,  but  the  ex- 
cesses which  followed  prostrated  all  his  fond 
hopes,  and  he  himself  failing  into  the  dutches 
of  despotic  power,  was  thrown  into  the  dun- 
geons of  Olmutz.  A  better  stafe  of  things 
afterwards  succeeded,  and  he  returned  to  lus 
country,  where  he  had  the  immortal  honor  of 
putting  on  record  his  vote  (almost  a  solitary 
one)  against  the  enormous  grants  of  power  to 
the  late  ruler  of  France.  He  is  still  the  in- 
trepid friend  of  her  chartered  rights.  As  such, 
he  has  claims  on  the  respect  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  in  all  countries.  But,  here,  he  has  so 
many  claims  to  that  regard,  that  it  would  be  an 
imputation  on  the  American  character  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  measure  now  proposed  will  not 
meet  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  every 
member  of  this  House-. 

Mr.  Wabfisld  said,  the  resolutions  now  under 
consideration,  which  were  originaJly  introduced 
by  his  friend  and  colleague,  hod  his  entire  and 
most  cordial  approbation.  It  is  not,  said  Mr. 
W.,  my  purpose  on  this  occasion  to  recount  the 
signal  services  rendered  to  this  country,  when 
in  her  utmost  need,  by  the  great,  the  good,  the 
illustrious  Lafayette:  they  have  been  expa- 
tiated on  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  Livingston;)  they  are  in  the  distinct 
recollection  of  every  member  of  this  House ; 
they  are  indelibly  imprinted  on  every  Ameri- 
can heart ;  they  Are  recorded ;  they  adorn  the 
faithfid  page  of  history,  and  will  be  read  and 
admired  by  ages  yet  to  come.    Mj  only  object, 


said  Mr.  W.,  in  rising,  is  to  express  the  hope 
that  those  resolutions  will  receive  the  jam- 
mous  approbation  of  this  body,  composed  of 
the  iromediaito  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  adoptioD  of 
the  amendment,  it  passed  unanimooalj  in  the 
afiirmative:  and  the  resolution,  as  amen^ 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Deprecation  of  European  Comhinatmi  t&  Bt 
mbjugate  the  Independent  Afnerican  Stata 
of  Spanuh  Origin. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following,  which  he  de- 
sired to  lay  on  the  table  for  considerstioa: 

^''Betolved  hy  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  BfpnM!*»' 
tivei  qf  the  Unked  States  of  Amenm^  w  Cmgnu 
auemied^  That  the  people  of  these  States  mold  m 
see,  withont  serioiu  inquietude,  any  forcible  interposi- 
tion by  the  Allied  powers  of  Europe  in  bebaif  d 
Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former  sabjectioD  those  pub 
of  the  continent  of  America  which  have  pxuclila«l 
and  established  for  themselves,  respectiveLy,  indepeoi- 
ent  Governments,  and  which  have  been  solenmlj  re- 
cognized by  the  United  States." 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  resoned 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reoomnMnd- 
ing  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  i 
mission  to  Greece, 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Oarolina,  then  roat 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

To  view  this  question  calmly  and  di^ttsaios- 
atoly  88  A  statesman  ought  to  do,  requires  nsV) 
exercise  the  utmost  control  over  our  feeKo^ 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Greeks  and  the  Turks,  so  eloqnestly 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachosens 
without  feeling  the  strongest  indignation  at  the 
barbarous  atrocities  committed  by  the  infidel  (f 
pressor,  and  the  deepest  interest  in  the  csi«<f 
a  brave  people  struggling  alone,  against  fetr^ 
odds,  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  despotissoL 

Our  sympathies  are  always  with  the  oppres- 
ed — our  feelings  are  always  engaged  intheoiR 
of  liberty.  In  favor  of  Greece,  they  are  ^ 
more  strongly  exdted  by  recollections,  vhici 
the  scholar  cherishes  with  delight,  and  wloc^ 
are  associated  in  our  minds  with  every  pore  id 
exalted  sentiment. 

The  descendants  of  that  illofitrious  people,  t>* 
whom  we  owe  our  arts^  our  scieuoes^  and,  exe^- 
our  religion,  every  thmg  which  gives  a  chtfa 
to  life,  must  command  our  warmest  intereit: 
but  the  Greeks  have  other  claims  to  our  ^ 
pathies.  They  are  not  only  heirs  of  the  im- 
mortal fame  of  their  ancestors — they  aw  J* 
rivals  of  their  virtues.  In  their  heroic  surugK 
for  freedom,  they  have  exhibited  a  perseTens? 
courage,  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  a  ooDt«s|'- 
of  danger  and  of  suffering  worthy  the  best  ^P 
of  ancient  Greece.  The  enthusiasm  and  libenl^tT 
manifested  in  their  cause,  by  our  feUow-ciu&^ 
throughout  the  Union,  are,  in  the  highest  degree, 
honorable  to  their  feelings.     Aa  men,  we  jbsl< 
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applaud  their  generosity,  and  may  imitate  l^eir 
example.  Bat  the  duty  of  a  statesman  is  a 
stern  duty.  As  Bepresentatives  of  the  people, 
we  have  no  right  to  indulge  our  sympathies, 
however  noble,  or  to  give  way  to  our  feelings, 
however  generous.  We  are  to  regard  only  the 
policy  of  a  measure  submitted  to  our  considera- 
tion. Our  first,  and  most  important  duty,  is  to 
maintain  peace,  whenever  that  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  honor  and  safety  of  the 
nation  ;  and  we  ought  to  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
measure  which  mi^t  involve  us  in  a  war,  ex- 
cept where  those  great  interests  are  concerned. 
The  gentleman  disclaims  any  such  intention.  He 
does  not  believe  that  we  run  the  slightest  risk, 
by  adopting  the  resolution  on  your  table.  He 
considers  it  as  a  pacific  measure,  and  relies  en- 
tirely upon  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to 
accept  or  reject  our  recommendation,  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  may  requu-e.  The  object 
of  passing  such  a  resolution  can  only  be  to  give 
an  impulse  to  the  Executive,  and  to  induce  him, 
by  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
to  send  a  commission  to  Greece.  I  have  as 
great  a  reliance  upon  the  discretion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
I  believe  that  he  would  resist  the  suggestion  of 
this  House  in  favor  of  any  measure,  if  he  thought 
the  public  interest  required  him  to  do  so.  But, 
unless  we  wish  and  expect  him  to  act  upon  our 
recommendation,  we  ought  not  to  throw  upon 
him,  alone,  the  responsibility  of  resisting  the 
strong  public  feeling  which  has  been  excited  on 
this  subject.  The  question  for  us  to  consider 
appears  to  me  to  be,  whether,  if  the  power 
rested  with  us,  we  would  exercise  it  to  this  ex- 
tent. I  think  we  could  not  do  so,  without  in- 
curring some  risk  of  involving  the  country  in  a 
war  foreign  to  its  interests.  Let  us  suppose  that 
these  commissioners  were  to  tall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Turks ;  an  event  by  no  means  impossible, 
in  the  present  state  of  Greece — ^what  would  be 
their  fate  ?  The  Porte  has  not  been  remarkable 
for  its  strict  observance  of  the  laws  of  nations^ 
in  its  intercourse  with  the  powers  of  Europe ; 
and  it  is  not  probable,  that  such  a  court  would 
be  very  scrupulous  in  its  conduct  towards  a  na- 
tion whose  flag  it  has  never  acknowledged.  Or, 
let  us  imagine,  what  is  much  more  probable,  that 
on  the  rumor  of  our  having  taken  any  measure 
in  favor  of  Greece,  the  barbarous  and  infuriated 
Janissaries  at  Smyrna  were  to  assassinate  our 
Consul  and  fellow-citizens  redding  there ;  might 
not  a  war  grow  out  of  such  acts  ?  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  said,  yesterday,  that 
we  had  already  taken  steps,  which  would  offend 
the  Ottoman  Porte  as  much  k9  the  one  he  pro- 
posed. Money  has  been  freely  and  publicly 
contributed  in  aid  of  the  Greeks.  What  we 
have  done  in  that  respect  is  common  to  all 
Christian  Europe.  Large  sums  have  been  con- 
tributed for  that  puri>ose  in  England,  in  Ger- 
many^ and  even  in  Bu'ssia.  He  said,  too,  that 
the  Executive,  in  the  Secretary's  letter  to  the 
agent  of  the  Greek  Government,  and  subse- 
quently in  his  Message  to  Congress,  has  used 


expressions  calculated  to  irritate  that  court  as 
much  as  if  we  were  to  send  a  commission  to 
Greece.  These  expressions  of  ardent  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  Greeks  are  honorable  to  the 
Executive,  and  will  be  echoed  back  by  the  na- 
tion. They  may  be  so  by  this  House  with 
safety,  and  that  expression  of  our  interest  in 
their  welfare  and  success  would  have  all  the 
cheering  influence  the  gentleman  anticipates 
from  tlie  measure  he  proposes. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question  we  have  been  misled  by  comparing 
this  revolution  with  that  of  Spanish  America. 
And  I  have  heard  it  argued  that,  as  we  sent 
commissioners  to  Buenos  Ayres  without  rout- 
ing the  jealousy  of  any  nation,  and  recognized 
the  independence  of  those  Governments  with- 
out exciting  the  hostility  of  Spain,  we  mav  do 
the  same  in  relation  to  Gfreece,  without  oflend- 
ing  any  nation  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Bandolph  then  rose  and  said,  that  this  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  finest  and  the  prettiest 
themes  for  declamation  ever  presented  to  a  de- 
liberative assembly.  But  it  appeared  to  him  in 
a  light  very  difierent  from  any  that  had  as  yet 
been  thrown  upon  it.  He  looked  at  the  meas- 
ure as  one  fraught  with  deep  and  deadly  danger 
to  the  best  interests  and  to  the  liberties  of  the 
American  people ;  and  so  satisfied  was  he  of 
this,  that  he  bad  been  constrained  by  that  con- 
viction to  overcome  the  almost  insuperable  re- 
pugnance he  felt  to  throwing  himself  upon  the 
notice  of  the  House,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
raise  his  voice  against  both  the  propositions. 
He  would  not  at  this  time  go  at  length  into  the 
subject;  his  intention,  in  rising,  was  merely  to 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  that  both  of 
the  resolutions  might  be  printed.  He  wished 
to  have  some  time  to  think  of  this  business — 
to  deliberate,  before  we  took  this  leap  in  the 
dark  into  the  Archipelago,  or  the  Black  Sea,  or 
into  the  wide  mouth  of  the  La  Plata.  He  might 
be  permitted  to  add  one  or  two  other  views. 
He  knew,  he  said,  that  the  post  of  honor  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  post  of  toil  and 
of  difficulty  on  this  side ;  i£j  indeed,  anybody 
should  be  with  him  on  this  side.  It  was  a  dif- 
ficult and  an  invidious  task  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  public  sentiment  when  all  the  generous  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  were  appealed  to. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  delegated  to  this 
House  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stat^  not  to  guard  the  rights  of  other 
people ;  and  if  it  was  doubted,  even  in  the  case 
of  England,  the  land  fertile  above  all  others 
(not  excepting  Greece  herself)  in  great  men — ^if 
it  was  doubtful  whether  her  interference  in  the 
politics  of  the  Continent,  though  separated  from 
it  only  by  a  narrow  frith,  were  either  for  her 
honor  or  advantage ;  if  the  effect  of  that  inter- 
ference has  been  a  monumental  debt,  that  para- 
lyzes the  arm  that  certainly  would  have  struck 
tor  Spain,  can  it  be  for  us  to  seek  in  the  very 
bottom  of  the  Mediterranean  for  a  quarrel  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte?  And  this  while  we  have 
an  ocean  rolling  between?    While  we  are  in 
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that  sea  without  a  single  port  in  which  to  refit 
a  ship  ?  And  while  Sie  powers  of  Barhary  lie 
in  succession  in  our  path  ?  Shall  we  open  this 
Pandora^s  box  of  political  evils  ?  It  has  been 
wisely  and  truly  said,  that  it  is  possible  the 
mere  rumor  of  our  interference  may  produce  at 
Oonstantinoplef  or  at  Smyrna,  that  which  will 
drive  us  at  once  into  a  ^ar.  We  all  know  the 
connection  that  subsists  between  the  Barbary 
States  and  what  we  may  denominate  the  Mother 
Power.  Are  we  prepared  for  a  war  with  these 
pirates?  (not  that  we  are  not  perfectly  com- 
petent to  such  a  war,  but)  doesit  suit  our  finan- 
des?  Does  it,  sir,  suit  our  maguificent  project 
of  roads  and  canals  ?  Does  it  suit  tlie  temper 
of  our  people  ?  Does  it  promote  their  interests  ? 
Will  it  add  to  their  happiness  ?  Sir,  why  did 
we  remain  supine,  while  Piedmont  and  Naples 
were  crushed  by  Austria  ?  Why  did  we  stand 
aloof,  while  the  Spanish  peninsula  was  again 
reduced  under  legitimate  government  ?  If  we 
did  not  interfere  then,  why  now  ?  Sir,  I  refer 
yon  to  the  memorable  attempted  interference  of 
that  greatest  of  statesmen,  when  he  was  in  the 
zenith  of  his  glory — ^when  all  his  dazzling  beams 
were  unshorn.  You  know  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt ; 
and  I  refer  you,  as  a  commentary  on  that  at- 
tempted interference,  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Fox 
— ^a  speech  iraught  with  the  wisdom  of  a  real 
statesman.    [Here  Mr.  B.  paused.] 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
agcun ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  tJie  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Thursday,  January  22. 
Th^  Greek  Cause, 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Websteb^s  resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed 
by  Mr.  Poinsett,  which  proposes  to  linut  the 
resolve  to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  de- 
cisively favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

Mr.  GiTTHBEBT,  (who  had,  by  the  custom  of 
the  House,  the  right  to  the  floor,  having  last 
evening  moved  that  the  committee  rise.)  in  in- 
trodudng  his  renuirka,  observed  something  in 
relation  to  his  state  of  bodily  health,  which  we 
did  not  distinctly  hear ;  but  he  said  that,  even 
if  he  could  have  supposed  that  any  observations 
of  his  would  have  any  weight  with  the  House, 
he  had  the  less  reason  to  regret  his  state,  either 
of  body  or  mind,  after  the  eloquent  speech  de- 
livered by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  Bartlbtt.)  He  believed  there 
were  few  gentlemen  present,  yesterday,  whose 
minds  had  not  received  a  strong  impression 
from  that  speech ;  he  felt  certain  that  it  had  a 
sensible  influence  on  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
and,  therefore,  (being  on  this  question  of  simi- 
lar opinions  to  that  gentleman,)  he  regretted 
the  less  any  disability  of  his  own. 

He  believed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  would 


be  conceded  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  nde, 
that  this  was  a  measure  which  had  its  origio, 
principally,  in  feeling.  That  a  very  strong 
popular  excitement  did  exist  at  this  moment  on 
the  subiect,  could  not  be  denied;  and  how  far 
the  feeling^  of  a  virtuous,  intelligent,  sad  re- 
flecting people,  ought  to  influence  their  1^ 
latora,  he  should  not  undertake  to  determiDe; 
he  did  not,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  a  legis- 
lative body  was  the  only  assemblsge  of  oitizem 
who  were  competent  to  judge  and  detenmne  a 
question  of  this  kind.    But  there  was  a  wide 


and  important  distinction  between  sssembbg^ 
of  the  people,  leathered  together  in  mtsaa 
without  responsibility,  and  those  who  wen 
bound  by  their  office  and  their  oath  to  detiber- 
ate  with  their  calmest  judgment,  and  whose 
decisions  were  to  be  followed  with  momeotoos 
consequences. 

The  people,  gathered  in  large  assemblies,  fed 
a  generous  pride  in  expressing  their  wannesl 
feelings.  The  noble  glow  of  sympadiy  catches 
from  heart  to  heart;  the  feeling  rises  with  the 
numbers  who  partake  in  it,  till  each  man  feels 
his  bosom  swell  with  a  big  emotion,  the  result 
of  the  congregated  feeling.  But,  sir,  while 
such  meetings  are  held,  and  such  emotioDs  ex- 
perienced, do  the  people,  sir,  expect  that  yoo 
shall  be  governed,  in  solemn  acts  of  legislatioB, 
by  the  resolutions  they  pass?  Were  yoa  to 
yield  yourselves  to  such  a  governance,  m 
would  betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  yoo. 
Not  that  you  have  more  wisdom  than  thej, 
but  that  you  are  intrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  their  Government.  They  tell  you  thjl 
they  love  liberty — that  they  deplore  the  calam- 
ities and  sufferings  of  the  oppressed  Greeb- 
that  they  rdoice  and  exult  in  all  their  triumphs. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  the  eonduaion?  This:  thit 
if  sound  wisdom  shall  direct  you  to  engage  ia 
any  active  measures  on  the  subject^  yoo  We 
an  ardent  and  an  energetic  people  to  back  joo. 
Ought  you  not  to  pause,  Mr.  Chairman,  hd<st 
you  commit  such  a  people,  noble^  gallant,  gen- 
erous, now  enjoying  unprecedented  happiness, 
and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  blessings  of 
peace,  to  all  the  privations,  the  untried  honon 
of  war  ?  To  judge  of  your  duty,  select  any  id- 
dividual  who  has  been  a  member  of  one  d 
these  popular  meetings,  who  has  been  the  mo^ 
enthusiastic  of  all  who  were  present,  and  who 
there  passed  resolutions,  coudhed  in  the  moft 
glowing  language;  select  him  Irom  that  meet- 
ing, (where  he  was  without  responsibiiitj.) 
place  nim  in  the  solitude  of  his  chamber,  tefl 
him  he  must  now  act,  and  act  under  the  whole 
responsibility  of  the  happiness  or  the  distress  of 
his  country — ^passion  departs — ^he  begins  to 
pause,  and  to  reflect,  and  he  invokes,  not  pas- 
sion, but  wisdom,  for  his  guide.  It  is  thus  that 
these  very  people  expect  and  demand  of  yon  to 
act. 

What  does  such  a  reflection  naturally  sagged 
to  us  ?  That  we  should  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  Government,  and  those  under  which 
this  very  nation  of  the  Greeks  oooe  Mred. 
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Shall  I  be  told  that  it  is  but  the  declamation  of 
a  Bchool-boj  to  talk  of  ancient  Greece  ?  I  an- 
swer, thAt  sentiment  is  worthy  only  of  those 
enslaved  countries  where  it  is  the  fashion,  be- 
eanse  it  is  the  interest  of  their  oppressors,  to 
oast  every  species  of  ridicule  and  sneer  upon 
republican  Governments.  Shall  we,  on  this  ac- 
count, deny  ourselves  the  solid  benefit  of  the 
experience  of  other  republics?  Those  who  live 
under  the  monarchical  Governments  of  Europe 
are  liable  to  be  misled  on  this  subject,  by  the 
cant  of  tiieir  writers — ^from  the  humblest  jour- 
nal of  tiie  day,  to  the  larcest  and  weightiest 
tome  that  engrosses  the  shelf  of  their  libraries, 
all  hold  one  language — ^a  regular  war  is  waged 
witih  the  principles  of  free  government ;  if  we 
join  in  the  adoption  of  such  anti-republican 
sentiments,  we  aid  this  band  of  conspirators  in 
the  servile  design  of  degrading  and  debasing 
the  human  family.  No,  sir.  We  are  warrant- 
ed in  appealing  for  facts  to  aid  us  to  the  history 
of  Greece — ^it  is  our  duty  to  look  carefully  at 
that  history.  And  what  do  we  find,  sir  ?  that  the 
Grecian  republics  had  all  the  soul  and  fire  of 
liberty,  but  that  they  wanted  intelligence,  and 
a  regular  plan  in  its  enjoyment  and  its  preser- 
vation. Hence,  we  see  them  split  up  into  con- 
tending factions;  and  so  bitter  were  their  mu- 
tual hatred  and  animosity,  and  so  fierce  the 
rage  of  their  contests,  that,  in  some  instances, 
whole  communities  were  destroyed,  wars  of 
annihilation  were  carried  on  between  neighbor- 
ing States,  and  scenes  occurred  on  the  Grecian 
soil,  over  which  freedom  and  humanity  mingle 
their  tears.  But  how,  sir,  is  the  case  with  us? 
Under  an  administration  of  mild  and  equal 
laws,  we  are  at  this  hour  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  utmost  practicable  measure  of  personal 
liberty.  "We  are  blessed  vith  profound  peace, 
and  the  humblest  and  most  timid  man  among 
us  is  in  the  full  possesion  of  absolute  security 
in  person  and  property. 

Sir,  this. night  every  weak  and  shrinking 
female,  every  helpless  infant,  in  all  this  land, 
lies  down  in  peace,  and  may  sink  into  unbroken 
slumber,  conscious  of  being  safe  from  harm. 
To-morrow,  every  vigorous  man,  with  robust 
limb,  with  active  and  enterprising  mind,  will 
be  engaji^ed  with  ardor  in  all  that  can  advance 
his  own  and  his  country's  prosperity,  in  all  that 
enlightens  and  ennobles  man.  The  sustaining 
nergy  of  a  free  Government  pervades  the  land, 
and  raises  and  strengthens  the  character  of  all 
who  inhabit  it  In  such  a  country,  wars  can 
never  be  waged  for  glory  and  empire.  The 
most  ambitious  leader,  who  would  persuade  us 
into  a  war,  must  profess  that  it  is  a  war  for 
the  right ;  he  dare  not  even  breathe  the  senti- 
ment that  it  is  undertaken  only  for  glory.  Sure- 
ly this  reflection  ought  to  prove  to  us  a  warning 
on  an  occasion  like  this ;  for,  be  it  remembered, 
that,  by  all  the  acts  in  which  it  is  engaged,  this 
infant  nation  is  stamping  its  character  for  fu- 
ture ages. 

There  is  one  question  I  would  ask  of  this 
committee.    I  would  ask  it  emphatically.   You 


owe  to  Greece  a  debt  which  yon  ought  to  repay 
in  kind.  Is  it  a  debt  for  physical  aid  ?  Is  it  for 
any  thing  she  ever  did  for  us  by  physical  force  ? 
No,  sir;  it  is  for  moral  aid;  for  the  force  of 
her  example ;  it  is  for  the  spirit  and  sentiments 
of  her  writers,  which  have  passed  into  our 
mind ;  it  is  for  the  lessons  she  has  taught  us  in 
the  love  and  the  defence  of  freedom ;  it  is  for 
the  warnings  we  have  received  from  her  mis- 
fortunes; for  the  spirit^  in  a  word,  that  her 
works  and  her  words  have  poured  into  our 
souls.  What,  then,  is  our  proper,  our  best  re- 
turn ?  It  is  to  raise  her  depressed  children  by 
the  example  of  our  free  Government — a  Grov- 
emment  possessing  some  excellencies  and  ad- 
vantages that  hers  never  had,  even  in  their 
brightest  day.  This  is  the  example  we  are  to 
set  them,  and  not  that  of  foreign  wars.  We 
are  to  show  them  the  blessings  of  freedom,  as 
reduced  to  a  practical  and  a  permanent  form — 
to  show  them  a  people  happy,  and  proud  of  the 
lot  they  enjoy. 

How  cautious,  then,  should  we  be  that  we  do 
not,  by  bringing  disaster  on  our  hitherto  happy 
experiment,  blast  the  rising  cause  of  freedom 
(check  it,  rather,  for  rise  it  will)  throughout 
the  world.  Let  ns  take  care  that  we  do  not 
make  our  case  a  warning  against  free  Govern- 
ments, instead  of  the  strongest  of  arguments  in 
their  favor.  And  what,  sir,  is  the  process  by 
which  you  are  to  spread  the  influence  of  your 
free  principles  and  free  institutions?  Not  by 
wars,  but  by  a  friendly  intercourse  with  Eu- 
rope; by  writings,  by  personal  conversation, 
and  by  the  speeches  of  your  statesmen.  By 
means  like  these,  the  rapid  contagion  of  en* 
lightened  princi|ies  will  spread  from  land  to 
limd.  Men  easuy  imbibe  right  principles  on 
politics,  when  once  they  are  suggested  to  them. 
The  plainest  and  the  humblest  peasant  can  be 
made  to  understand  that  men  are  bom  equal, 
and  have  equal  rights;  all  he  needs  is  to  be 
convinced  that  these  principles,  so  true  and  so 
plain  in  themselves,  can  be  carried  out  into  a 
practical  government.  The  literati  of  Europe 
know  this,  and  some  of  them  spread  the  truth 
in  their  writings.  Their  statesmen  know  it, 
too,  and  some  of  these,  too,  recomipend  it.  The 
honest  common  people  acknowledge  the  truth, 
and  long  for  its  beneflts.  They  have  the  de- 
monstration of  the  truth  brought  to  their  very 
senses:  they  see  and  know  our  seamen,  our 
merchants,  and  their  families,  and  they  know 
that  there  does  exist  a  country  that  fosters  in 
its  bosom  a  free,  proud,  and  energetic  people, 
who  know  how  to  protect  their  rights  and  their 
honor.  Such  a  state  of  things  now  exists  that 
these  people  inhale  some  notions  of  freedom 
with  the  very  atmosphere  they  breathe — and 
as  they  breathe  it  they  come  to  love  those 
rights.  Despotism,  on  the  other  hand,  is  found- 
ed on  the  ignorance,  prejudice, timidity,  and  de- 
pression of  the  people :  but  that  ignorance  is 
dissipating — ^those  prejudices  are  weakening — 
that  fear  is  dispelling — the  people  are  fast  rising 
in  the  scale  of  being.    How  unwise  would  it  be, 
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naj,  bow  wioked,  to  abandon  all  tbeae  gradual 
but  powerM  efieotsof  oar  Goyemment  and  con- 
dition, in  order  to  assume  another  obaraoter. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  war  on  this  influ- 
ence? It  will  counteract  it  at  once,  bj  oon- 
jurinff  up  in  opposition  aU  the  angry  and  re- 
sentfJl  passions.  Whj  should  we  so  effectuallj 
advance  the  dearest  interests  of  despotism? 
Think  you  that  their  monarchs  will  fail  to 
direct  these  passions  against  the  cause  of  free- 
dom ?  Sir,  we  can  give  no  physical,  no  war- 
like aid  to  liberty  that  will  not  ii\jure  her 
cause. 

There  is  another  consideration  that  calls 
upon  us  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  we  take 
any  step  that  may  commit  the  nation.  Mon- 
archy can  go  to  war  from  policy  or  ambition, 
and  if  they  do  not  flnd  it  suits  their  views  they 
can,  with  almost  equal  ease,  withdraw  from  the 
contest.  But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  republics. 
In  these,  before  you  enter  into  a  war,  you  must 
convince  the  mass  of  the  nation  that  the  war  is 
virtuous  and  just  in  its  principles,  and  unavoid- 
able without  disgrace.  When  a  free  people 
have  become,  by  reflection,  convinced  of  this, 
they  become  reckless  of  consequences;  yon 
rouse  a  deeper  spirit;  you  concentrate  a 
mightier  wrath  than  a  despotic  Government 
can  ever  know.  There  is  a  moral  force  that 
mingles  with  the  physical,  and  propels  it  with 
redoubled  energy.  But^  if  the  war  is  unreason- 
able, unjust,  unnecessary,  when  any  calamity 
happens  in  its  prosecution  they  at  once  look 
back  to  its  origin,  re-examine  its  principle; 
they  ask,  in  a  spirit  of  discontent  ana  indigna- 
tion, why  was  it  not  avoided ;  and  they  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  its  authors.  Tou  cannot, 
then,  enter  with  too  much  caution  on  steps 
that  have  war  in  theur  probable  or  possible  re- 
sults. If  you  go  to  war  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
on  sufBicient  and  solid  grounds,  your  people  will 
resolve  on  success  or  ruin ;  but  if  you  enter  on 
it  lightly,  after  a  while  the  spirit  of  the  people 
flags;  they  abandon  you;  you  have  to  yield 
without  success:  the  temper  and  tone  of  the 
nation  is  lowerea,  and  its  cnaracter  permanent- 
ly injured.  Another  question  was,  what  effect 
such  a  measure  as  that  now  proposed  was  like- 
ly to  produce  on  our  relations  with  the  Euro- 
pean powers.  Britain  seems  to  have  learned 
m>m  us  a  salutary  lesson  of  neutrality,  and  she 
will  observe  it  as  long  as  she  can.  You  cannot 
get  that  Government  into  a  Spanish  or  a  Greek 
war.  At  the  very  moment  you  would  weaken 
yourselves  by  entering  into  this  distant  contest, 
that  politic  and  experienced  Government  is  hus- 
banding its  resources  and  accumulating  its 
strength.  You  cannot  doubt  that  they  cherish 
a  deadly  hostility  against  you;  that  they  are 
jealous  of  your  rising  greatness;  that  they  re- 
member well  your  naval  triumphs,  and  that 
war  will  one  day  be  the  issue.  Shall  you,  in 
the  meanwhile,  enter  with  levity.  Cm  such  a 
case,  I  repeat,  that  levity  is  wickeaness,)  and 
run  the  hazard  of  an  unnecessary  and  impolitic 
war?     Surely,  you  felt,  a  few  years  nnce. 


enough  to  warn  you  Into  sobriety  and  cautioo. 
Ton  saw  the  struggle  which  arose,  amidst  the 
heavy  embarrassments  of  the  country,  between 
the  advocates  of  economy  and  those  who  were 
determined  to  support  the  institutions  of  the 
country  at  every  expense.  Ton  know,  sir, 
what  a  painful  scene  was  then  exhibited  in  this 
House.  Shall  we  renew  such  scenes?  Is  this 
committee  willing  to  run  any  ride  of  their  re- 
newal? Oan  you  doubt,  if  such  embarraas- 
ments  should  again  recur,  that  your  crafty  ene- 
my would  seize  upon  the  crins  to  attack  you? 
No,  sir;  let  us  cherish  peace;  let  ua  pay  our 
debts;  let  us  accumulate  treasure;  then  your 
enemy  will  be  less  willing  to  assail  you,  while 
you  will  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet  him. 


Satttbdat,  January  S4. 
The  Greek  Cauee. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Wsbstxb's  resolution,  for  sending  an  ag»it  to 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed 
by  Mr.  Poinsxtt,  which  proposes  to  limit  the 
resolve  to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  de- 
cisively favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

The  depending  question  having  been  stated, 

Mr.  Banbolph  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was,  to 
him,  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret,  that  the 
very  few  unpremeditated  words  into  whidi,  a 
few  days  since,  he  had  been  so  suddoily  and 
unexpectedly  betrayed,  should,  in  the  opinioa 
of  those  for  whose  judgment  he  had  much 
greater  deference  than  for  his  own,  have  besot 
a  necessity  for  some  further  illustration.  He 
could,  with  most  serious  and  unaffected  anoei^ 
ity,  assure  the  committee,  that,  whenever  he 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  trespassing  on  their  attention,  the  pain 
which  it  gave  them  to  listen,  was  not  greater 
than  that  which  he  felt  in  addressing  them; 
and  be  hoped  that  that  consideration  would  se- 
cure a  respectful  attention  to  the  little— the 
very  littl&  that  he  had  to  say. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  before  yon,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman that  moved  it,  is,  in  itself,  almost  d<^- 
ing — a  speck  in  the  political  horizon :  but,  sir, 
no  man  better  knows  than  the  honorable  mover, 
that  it  is  from  clouds  of  that  p<Nrtent  in  the 
moral  and  political,  as  well  as  m  the  natural 
atmosphere,  that  stonns,  the  most  disastrous 
in  their  consequences,  usuaUy  proceed.  Tht 
resolution,  in  itself^  is  nothing,  when  compared  to 
the  consequences  which  it  involves.  It  appean 
to  me  that  the  bearings  and  consequences  of 
the  measure  proposed  by  this  resolution  have 
not  yet  heen  traced  to  their  utmost  extent ;  nor, 
by  any  means,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  he  intend  to 
undertake  the  task.  But  he  would  give  the 
committee,  as  succinctly  as  he  could,  some  of 
the  views  in  which  it  presented  itself  to  hiai. 

It  is  wit^  serious  concern  and  alarm,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  I  have  heard  doctrines  broached  in  this 
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debate,  fraught  with  oonfieqnences  more  disas- 
trous to  the  best  interests  of  this  people,  than 
any  that  I  ever  heard  advanced  during  the  five 
and  twenty  years  since  I  have  been  honored 
with  a  seat  on  this  floor.  They  imply,  to  my 
apprehension,  a  total  and  fundamental  change 
of  the  policy  pursued  by  this  Government,  a5 
urhe  eandita — ^from  the  foundation  of  the  Ke- 
public,  to  the  present  day.  Are  we,  sir,  to  go 
on  a  crusade,  in  another  hemisphere,  for  the 
propagation  of  two  objects  as  dear  and  delight- 
ful to  my  heart  as  to  uiat  of  any  gentleman  in 
this,  or  in  any  other  assembly — ^Liberty  and 
BeUffion — and,  in  the  name  of  those  holy 
words — by  this  powerfol  spell,  is  this  nation  to 
be  coigured  and  beguiled  out  of  the  highway 
of  Heaven—out  of  its  present  comparatively 
happy  state,  into  all  the  aisastrous  conflicts  aris- 
ing from  the  policy  of  European  powers,  with 
all  the  consequences  which  flow  from  them? 
Liberty  and  Religion,  sir  1  Things  that  are  yet 
dear,  in  spite  of  all  the  mischief  that  has  been 
perf^trated  in  their  name.  I  believe  that  noth- 
ing similar  to  this  proposition  is  to  be  found  in 
modem  history,  uidess  in  the  famous  decree  of 
ihe  French  National  Assembly,  which  brought 
combined  Europe  against  them,  with  its  united 
strength,  and,  after  repeated  struggles,  finally 
effected  the  downfall  of  the  French  power. 
Sir,  I  am  wrong — there  is  another  example  of 
like  doctrine;  and  you  find  it  among  that 
strange  and  peculiar  people — ^in  that  mysterious 
book,  which  is  of  the  highest  authority  with 
them,  (for  it  is  at  once  their  gospel  and  their 
law — )  the  Koran,  which  enjoins  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  all  good  Moslems  to  propagate  its  doc- 
trines at  the  point  of  the  sword;  by  the  edger 
of  the  scimitar.  The  character  of  that  people 
18  a  peculiar  one ;  they  difler  from  every  other 
nee.  It  has  been  said  here,  that  it  is  four  hun- 
ted years  since  they  encamped  in  Europe. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  they  were  encamped,  where 
we  now  find  them,  before  this  country  was  dis- 
covered, and  their  title  to  the  country  which 
they  occupy  is  at  least  as  good  as  ours.  They 
hold  their  possessions  there  by  the  same  title 
by  which  all  other  countries  ate  held — ^posses- 
sion obtained,  at  first,  by  a  successful  employ- 
ment of  force,  confirmed  by  time,  by  usage,  by 
prescription — ^the  best  of  all  possible  titles. 
Their  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been,  not  tortu- 
ous, like  that  of  other  States  of  Europe,  but 
straightforward ;  they  had  invariably  appealed 
to  the  sword,  and  they  held  by  the  sword.  The 
Buss  had,  indeed,  made  great  encroachments  on 
their  empire,  but  the  ground  had  been  contest- 
ed inch  by  inch ;  and  the  acquisitions  of  Rus- 
sia, on  the  side  of  Christian  Europe — ^Livonia, 
Ingria,  Oourland — ^Fmland  to  the  Gulf  of  Both- 
nia— Poland — ^had  been  greater  than  she  had 
made  of  the  Mahometans.  And,  in  consequence 
of  this  straightforward  policy  to  which  he  had 
before  referred,  this  peculiar  people  could  boast 
of  being  the  only  one  of  the  powers  of  conti- 
nental Europe,  whose  capital  had  never  been 
insulted  by  tne  presence  of  a  foreign  military 


force.  It  was  a  curious  fact,  well  worthy  of 
attention,  that  Constantinople  was  the  only 
capital  in  continental  Europe— for  Moscow  was 
the  true  capital  of  Russia — that  had  never  been 
m  possession  of  an  enemy.  It  is,  indeed,  true, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  Empress  Catharine  did  in- 
scribe over  the  gate  of  one  of  the  cities  that 
she  won  in  the  Crimea,  (Cherson,  I  think,) 
"road  to  Byzantium;"  but,  sir,  it  has  proved — 
perhaps  too  low  a  word  for  the  subject — ^but  a 
stumpy  road  for  Russia.  Who,  at  that  day, 
would  have  been  believed,  had  he  foretold  to 
that  august  (for  so  she  was)  and  illustrious 
woman,  that  her  Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine,  and 
of  the  Don,  would  have  been  encamped  in 
Paris  before  they  reached  Constantinople?  Who 
would  have  been  believed  if  he  had  foretold 
that  a  French  invading  force,  such  as  the  world 
never  saw  before,  and,  I  trust,  will  never  again 
see — ^would  lay  Moscow  itself  in  ashes?  These 
are  considerations  worthy  of  attention  before 
we  embark  in  the  project  proposed  by  this  res- 
olution, the  consequences  of  which  no  human 
eye  can  divine. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts,  said  Mr.  R.,  whether  m  his  very 
able  and  masterly  argument — and  he  has  siud 
all  that  I  supposed  could  be  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  more  than  could  have  been  said  by 
any  man  in  favor  of  his  resolution — whether  he 
himself  has  not  furnished  an  answer  to  his 
speech — ^I  had  not  the  happiness  myself  to  hear 
his  speech,  but  a  friend  has  read  it  to  me— in 
one  of  the  arguments  in  that  speech  ?  Towards 
the  conclusion,  I  think,  of  his  speech,  the  gen- 
tieman lays  down,  from  Fuffendarff!,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  honeyed  words  and  pious  profes- 
sions of  the  Holy  Alliance,  that  these  are  aU 
surplusage,  because  nations  are  always  supposed 
to  be  ready  to  do  what  iustice  and  national  law 
require.  Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  this  be  so, 
why  may  not  the  Greeks  presume — why  are 
they  not,  on  this  principle,  bound  to  presume 
that  this  Government  is  disposed  to  do  all,  in 
reference  to  them,  that  they  ought  to  do,  with- 
out any.  formal  resolutions  to  that  efiect?  I 
ask>  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts  whether 
the  doctrine  of  Fuffendarff  does  not  apply  as 
strongly  to  the  resolution  as  to  the  declaration 
of  the  Allies — ^that  is,  if  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  be  indeed  that  almost  nothing  he 
would  have  us  suppose — if  there  be  not  some- 
thing behind  this  nothing  which  divides  this 
House  (not  horizontally^  as  the  gentieman  has 
somewhat  quaintly  said,  but  tertically)  into 
two  unequal  parties,  one  the  advocate  of  a 
splendid  system  of  crusades,  the  other  the 
friends  of  peace  and  harmony,  the  advocates  of 
a  flretfide  policy  ;  for,  as  had  truly  been  said, 
as  long  as  all  is  right  at  the  fireside,  there  can- 
not be  much  wrong  elsewhere— whether,  he 
repeated,  does  not  tiie  doctrine  of  Pttffendoiff 
apply  as  well  to  the  words  of  the  resolution  as 
to  the  words  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ? 

But,  sir,  we  have  already  done  more  than 
this.    The  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
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only  organ  of  commnnic&tion  which  the  p6(n>l6 
have  seen  fit  to  establish  between  ns  and  K>r- 
eign  powers,  has  already  expressed  all,  in  refer- 
ence to  Greece,  that  the  resolution  goes  to  ex- 
press. Actum  est — it  is  done — ^it  is  finished — 
there  is  an  end.  Not,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he 
would  have  the  House  to  infer  that  he  meant 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  such  a 
declaration.  The  practice  of  responding  to  Presi- 
dential Addresses  and  Messages  had  gone  out 
for  now  these  two  or  three  and  twenty  years. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  say,  he  had  thought 
if  the  great  master  of  the  political  philosophy 
could  arise  from  the  dead,  or  had  his  valuable 
life  been  spared  till  now,  he  would  not  only 
have  been  relieved  from  all  his  terrors  on  the 
subject  of  a  r^cide  peace,  but  also  have  wit- 
nessed a  return  of  the  age  of  chivalry,  and  the 
banishment  of  calculation  even  fronr  the  est!- 
mlU»8  of  statesmen,  which  that  great  man 
could  never  have  foreseen;  for  the  proposition 
now  under  consideration  was  that  something 
new  under  the  sun  which  Solomon  himself 
never  dreamed  of.  Is  this  all  ?  No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  B.|  if  that  was  all,  I  should  not  have 
thrown  myself  upon  your  attention.  But  this 
is  not  all.  Cases  have  already  been  stated,  to 
which  the  principle  of  the  resolution  eoually 
applies  as  to  that  of  the  Greeks.  In  adoition 
to  those  already  put,  I  will  take  the  case  of 
Oanada,  if  you  will.  It  is  known  to  every 
body  that  discontents  have  for  some  time  ex- 
isted in  the  Canadian  Provinces,  with  the 
mother  country  and  the  measures  of  its  Gov- 
ernment. Suppose  the  people  of  the  British 
colonies  to  the  north  of  us  undertake  to  throw 
off  the  yoke — ^I  will  not  put  the  case  of  Jamai- 
ca, because  they,  unhappily,  are  slaveholders. 
Are  you  ready  to  stake  the  peace,  and  welfare, 
and  the  resources  of  this  nation  in  support  of 
Canadian  independence?  Tour  doctrme  goes 
that  length — you  cannot  stop  short  of  it 
Where,  in  that  case,  will  be  the  assistance  of 
Great  Britain,  already  referred  to  in  debate  as 
being  the  only  spot  in  the  world  in  which  lib- 
erty resides  except  our  own  country  ?  After 
some  other  observations,  Mr.  B.  adduced  an- 
other people — in  vigorous  achievements  and 
daring  spirit  on  a  footing  with  these  Greeks 
themselves — ^and  who  have  achieved  their  inde- 
pendence from  a  bondage  far  heavier  tiian  that 
of  the  Greeks  to  the  Turks.  HoV  is  it,  sir, 
said  Mr.  B.,  that  we  have  never  sent  an  Envoy 
to  our  sister  Bepublic  of  Hayti  ?  Here  is  a  case 
that  fits — a  case  beyond  dispute.  It  is  not  that 
of  a  people  who  have  "almost,"  (ay,  sir! 
almost^  but  not  aUogether)-^wh.o  have  almost 
but  perfectly  achieved  their  independence.  To 
attempt  to  show  that  these  cases  are  equally 
within  the  range  of  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion, would  be  to  show  a  disrespect  to  tiie  intcJ- 
lects  of  those  around  me.  The  man  who  can- 
not pursue  the  inference  would  not  recognize 
my  picture,  though,  like  the  Dutchman's  paint- 
ing, were  written  under  it,  "  Thi»  is  the  man, 
that  the  horse." 


There  was  another  remark  that  fell  from  tiM 

ritleman  from  Massachusetts— of  which,  Mr. 
said,  he  should  speak,  as  he  always  should 
rak,  of  any  thing  from  that  gentlemsD,  with 
the  personal  respect  which  may  be  coDastent 
with  freedom  of  discussion.  Amo&g  other 
cases  forcibly  put  by  the  gentlezaan  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, why  he  would  embark  in  this  in- 
cipient crusade  against  Mussulmen,  he  8t«t«d 
this  as  one— that  they  hold  human  beings  as 
property.  Ah,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  vbat  sajs 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  t^ 
point  ?  unless,  indeed,  that  instrument  is  whdly 
to  be  excluded  from  consideration— unkss  itii 
to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  useless  parchmiat> 
worthy  to  be  burnt,  as  was  once  actoaUy  pro- 
posed. Does  not  that  constitution  give  its  mt- 
tion  to  the  holding  of  human  beings  as  proper- 
ty ?  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  abstnct 
question  of  liberty  or  slavery,  or  any  other 
abstract  question.  I  go  for  matters  of  Ua 
But  I  woidd  ask  gentlemen  in  this  Hoose,  vho 
have  the  misfortime  to  reside  on  the  wrons  side  , 
of  a  certain  mysterious  parallel  of  latitade,  to  | 
take  this  question  seriously  into  conadentaon- 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  Stat« 
is  prepared  to  say,  that  the  act  of  heading  hu- 
man beings  as  property  is  sufiScient  to  place  the 
party  so  offending  under  the  ban  of  its  hi^ 
and  miffhty  displeasure  ? 

Sir,  we  objections  to  this  resolution  socnmB- 
late  as  I  proceed — f)ireg  acguirit  eundo.  U I 
should  attempt  to  go  through  with  a  statemat 
of  them  all,  and  had  stren^  to  sustain  me,  I 
should  do  what  I  promisea  I  woidd  not  do-l 
should  worry  and  exhaust  the  patience  of  this 
conamittee. 

Sir,  what  are  we  now  asked  to  dot  To 
stimulate  the  Executive  to  the  creation  of  eo- 
hassles.  And  what  then?  That  we,  or  osr 
friends,  may  fill  them.  Sir,  the  sending  smW 
sadors  abrcMid  is  one  of  the  great  prerogatirei. 
if  you  will,  of  our  Executive  aathori^;  and  n 
are,  I  repeat,  about  to  stimulate  the  Freflide&& 
to  the  creation  of  a  new,  and,  I  must  be  pfr- 
mitted  to  say,  an  unnecessary  embassy— a  dip- 
lomatio  agency  to  Greece— that  we,  or  cir 
firiends,  ma^r  profit  by  it.  For,  sir,  it  is  a  nut- 
ter of  notoriety  that  all  these  good  tluo^ut 
reserved  for  men  who  either  have  been,  or  src^ 
dsfaeto^  members  of  this,  or  of  the  otiier,  Hobs& 
No  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  find  some  kanted 
Theban,  or  some  other  Bcdotiazi,  willing  to  u* 
dertake  this  mission — peifeotly  willing  to  liv« 
upon  the  resources  of  the  people,  ratbtf  this 
his  own.  But  then,  said  Mr.  £L,  reears  tk 
old-fashioned  question.  Out  bonof  His  f>^ 
undoubtedly,  but  surely  not  that  of  this  natioo. 
But,,  it  is  urged,  that  we  have  8»t  and  re- 
ceived Ministers  from  revolatioikaiy  France* 
True,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  have;  but  what  was  re^ 
olutionary  France  ?  Our  own  anci^it  and  rerr 
good  ally;  a  substantive  power,  if  any  f»4i 
exist  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  whose  in*l<- 
pendent  existence  no  one  could  doubt  or  dis- 
pute, unless,  indeed,  the  disciples  of  Berkc^J* 
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who  deny  that  there  is  anv  enoh  thing  as  mat- 
ter. Bat,  sir,  have  the  United  States  always 
receiyed  the  Ministers  that  are  sent  to  them 
from  foreign  powers?  How  long  did  the  per- 
son who  •was  appointed  diplomatic  agent  here 
from  Spain  (Don  Onis).  linger  in  yonr  ante- 
ohamhers  betbre  he  was  aolmowledged?  And 
is  it  said  that  the  situation  of  Greeoe  approach- 
es more  nearly  to  independence  than  that  of 
Spain  when  Don  Onis  came  here  as  her  Mnis- 
ter?  Sir,  let  these  Greeks  send  a  Minister  to 
ns,  and  then  we  will  deliberate  on  the  question 
whether  we  wiU  accredit  him  or  not.  K  in- 
deed, there  was  a  Minister  of  Greece  knocjdng 
at  the  door  of  the  President's  antechamber  for 
admittance,  and  that  admittance  was  denied, 
the  question  of  Grecian  independence  would  be 
more  legitimately  before  ns ;  but  I  greatly  doubt 
if  even  that  case  would  be  sufficient  to  call  for 
the  interference  of  this  House. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  one  aspect  of  this 
question  which,  to  him  it  appeared,  ought  to  be 
oondusive  on  the  minds  of  all,  viz :  That  Bussia, 
whose  designs  on  Turkey  hare  been  unremit- 
tingly prosecuted  ever  since  the  days  of  Peter 
the  Great  for  more  than  aoentury ;  ih&t  Bussia, 
allied  to  the  Greeks  in  religious  £uth— identi* 
fied  in  that  respect;  that  Bussia,  unassailable 
territorially,  and  divming  with  us  (according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts)  the  dread 
and  apprehension  of  the  Allied  Powers-r-even 
Bussia,  in  *^  Juxtaposition''  (to  use  the  words  of 
the  mover  of  the  resolution)  to  Turkey— -even 
Bussia  dare  not  move.  But  we,  who  h^q  sepa- 
rated first  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  then  have 
to  traverise  the  Mediterranean  Sea  to  arrive  at 
the  seat  of  conflict— we,  at  the  distance  of  five 
thousand  miles,  are  to  interfere  in  this  quarrel 
— to  what  purpose?  To  the  advantage  solely 
of  this  very  colossal  power  which  has  been 
held  up  as  the  flreat  object  of  our  dread,  and 
of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  for  its  physical  force^  or  its  de- 
testable principle. 

Permit  me,  sir.  to  ask  why.  In  the  selection 
of  an  enemy  to  the  doctrines  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  a  party  to  those  advanced  by  the 
Holy  Allianoe,  we  should  fix  on  Turkey  ?  She. 
St  least,  forms  no  party  to  that  alliance;  and  I 
Yentnre  to  say,  that,  for  the  last  century,  her 
conduct,  in  reference  to  her  neighbors,  has 
been  much  more  Ohristian  than  that  of  ail  the 
**MoBt  Christian,"  « Most  OathoUc,"  or  "Most 
Taithful"  Migeaties  of  Europe— for  she  has  not 
interfered,  as  we  propose  to  do,  in  the  internal 
jiffidrs  of  other  nations. 

But,  sir,  we  have  not  done.    Not  satisfied 

-with  attempting  to  support  the  Greeks,  one 

-world,  like  that  of  Pyrrhua  or  Alexander,  is 

XKOt  sufficient  for  us.    We  have  yet  another 

-vrorld  for  exploits :  we  are  to  operate  in  a  coun- 

-try  distant  from  us  eighty  degrees  of  latitude, 

and  only  accessible  by  a  circumnavigation  of 

i^lie  riobe,'and  to  subdue  which  we  must  oover 

tJbe  Padfic  with  our  ships,  and  the  tops  of  the 

^.A-udes  with  our  soldiers.    Do  gentiemen  seri- 
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ously  refiect  on  the  work  they  have  cutout 
for  us?  Why,  sir,  these  projects  of  ambition 
surpass  those  of  Bonaparte  himsell 

It  has  once,  been  said,  of  the  dominions  of 
the  King  of  Spain— thank  God !  it  can  no  lon- 
ger be  said — ^that  the  sun  never  set  upon  them. 
Sir,  the  sun  never  sets  on  ambition*  like  this : 
they  who  have  once  felt  its  scorpion  sting  are 
never  satisfied  with  a  limit  less  than  a  circle,  of 
our  planet  I  have  heard,  sir,  the  late  corrus- 
cation  in  the  heavens  attempted  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  return  of  the  lunar  cyde,  the  moon 
having  got  back  into  the  same  relative  podtion 
in  which  she  was  nineteen  years  ago.  How- 
ever this  may  b^  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  she 
exerts  too  potent  an  infiuence  over  our  legisla- 
tion, or  will  have  done  so,  if  we  agree  to  adopt 
the  resolution  on  your  table.  I  think  about 
once  in  seven  or  eight  years,  for  that  seems  to 
be  the  term  of  our  political  cycle,  we  may  cal- 
culate upon  beholding  some  redoubted  chali- 
pion — like  him  who  prances  into  Westminster 
Hall,  armed  cap-a-pie^  like  Sir  Somebody 
Dimock,  at  the  coronation  of  the  British  King, 
ohallen^^g  all  who  dispute  the  title  of  the 
Soverdgn  to  the  Oown — coming  into  tins 
House,  mounted  on  some  magnificent  project, 
such  as  this.  But,  sir,  I  never  expected,  that, 
of  all  places  in  the  world,  (except  Salem,)  a 
proposition  Uke  this  should  have  come  from 
l^ostonl 

Sir,  I  am  afraid,  that,  along  with  some  most 
excellent  attributes  and  quauties — ^the  love  of 
liberty.  Jury  trial,  the  writ. of  habeas  corpus, 
and  all  the  blessings  of  free  government,  that 
we  have  derived  from  our  Anglo-Saxon  ances- 
tors, we  have  got  not  a  littie  of  their  John  Bull, 
or  rather  John  Bull  Dog  spirit — ^their  readiness 
to  fight  for  anybody,  and  on  any  occasion.  Sir, 
Endandhasl^  centuries  the  game  cock 
of  Europe.  It  is'  impossible  to  specify  the  wars 
in  which  she  has  been  engaged  for  contrary 
purposes;  and  she  will,  with  great  pleasure, see 
us  take  off  her  shoulders  the  labor  of  preserving 
the  balance  of  power.  We  find  her  fighting, 
now,  for  the  Queen  of  Hunsary — then,  for  her 
inveterate  foe,  the  King  of  Prussisn-now  at 
war  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons — and 
now  on  the  eve  of  war  with  them  for  the 
liberties  of  Spain.  Tbese  lines  on  the  subject 
were  never  more  applicable  than  they  have  now 
become — 

"  Now  Europe'B  balanoed— neither  ride  provailB ; 
For  nothing*!  left  in  either  of  the  acales." 

If  we  pursue  the  same  policy,  we  must  travel 
the  same  road,  and  endure  the  same  burdens, 
under  which  England  now  groans.  But,  Mr. 
B.  said,  glorious  as  such  a  design  might  be,  a 
President  of  the  United  States  would,  in  his 
apprehension,  occupy  a  prouder  place  in  history, 
who,  when  he  retires  from  office,  can  say  to  the 
people  who  elected  him,  I  leave  you  without  a 
debt  than  if  he  had  fought  as  many  pitched 
battles  as  Csasar,  or  achieved  as  many  naval 
victories  as  Nelson.    And  what,  said  Mr.  B., 
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is  debt  ?  In  an  individnal,  it  i?  slavery.  It  is 
alaveiy  of  the  worst  sort,  surpassing  that  of 
the  West  India  islands,  for  it  enslaves  the  mind 
as  well  as  it  enslaves  the  body ;  and  the  creature 
who  can  be  abject  enongh  to  incur  and  to  sub- 
mit to  it,  receives  in  that  condition  of  his  being 
an  adequate  punishment.  Of  course,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  spoke  of  debt,  with  the  exception  of 
unavoidable  misfortune.  He  spoke  of  debt 
caused  by  the  mismanagement,  by  unwarrant- 
able generosity,  by  being  generous  before  being 
Just.  Mr.  B.  knew  that  this  sentiment  was 
ridiculed  by  6heridan,  whose  lamentable  end 
was  the  best  commentary  upon  its  truth.  No, 
sir.  Let  us  abandon  these  prolects.  Let  us  say 
to  those  seven  millions  of  Greets :  "  We  defend- 
ed ourselves,  when  we  were  but  three  millions, 
against  a  power,  in  comparison  to  which  the 
Turk  is  but  as  a  lamb.  Go  and  d5  thou  like- 
wise.*' And,  said  Mr.  B.,  so  with  respect  to 
tm  Governments  of  South  America.  If^  after 
having  achieved  their  independenoe,  they  have 
not  v^or  to  maintain  it,  I  would  not  commit 
the  safety  and  independence  of  this  country  in 
such  a  cause.  I  wul,  in  both  these  cases,  pur- 
sue the  same  line  of  conduct  which  I  have  ever 
pursued,  from  the  dav  I  took  a  seat  in  this 
House  in  *99 ;  from  which,  without  boasting,  I 
challenge  any  gentleman  to  fix  upon  me  any 
colorable  charge  of  departure. 

The  condition  of  my  strength,  said  Mr.  B.,  or, 
rather,  of  my  weakness,  admomshes  me  to  con- 
clude ;  bat  I  cannot  sit  down  without  remark- 
ing, that  the  state  of  the  world  is  at  this  mo- 
ment unexampled.  We  are  now  carrying  on  a 
piratical  war  against  the  maritime  banditti  of 
the  West  Indies.  The  buccaneers  are  revived. 
At  what  expense  of  life,  of  health,  of  treasure, 
that  war  is  carried  on,  perhaps  every  member 
of  this  committee  knows  better  than  1 — ^but,  sir, 
to  what  may  this  resolution  lead?  To  the  in- 
vesting those  banditti,  and  the  banditti  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  world,  with  formal  commissions, 
which  the  maritime  courts  of  every  countiy  in 
Europe  would  be  bound  to  respect — and,  said 
Mr.  B.,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  the 
renegadoes,  whom  we  have  admitted  to  the 
privileges  of  citizens,  or  the  yet  more  spurious 
ofS»pring  of  our  own  soil,  should  take  those 
commissions  to  cruise  against  our  commerce. 
That  such  conduct  would  not  be  without  ex- 
ample, the  records  of  our  courts  will  show. 

It  is  not,  then,  the  mere  power  of  Turkey 
which  you  are  to  encounter,  supposing  that  yon 
stop  short  with  the  original  resolution.  But 
you  do  not— you  go  further — out  of  the  frying 
pan  into  the  nre — ^the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  and  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  go  still  fur- 
thers—by adopting  which,  you  wUl  put  the 
peace  of  the  nation  into  peril — ^and  for  whom  ? 
For  a  people  of  whom  we  know  almost  as  litUe 
as  we  do  about  the  Greeks.  Can  any  man  in 
this  House  say,  what  even  is  the  state  of  society 
'in  Buenos  Ayres — ^its  moral  condition,  &c.  ? 

Let  us  adhere  to  the  policy  laid  down  by  the 


second,  as  well  as  the  first  founder  of  oar  Be- 
publio— by  him  who  was  the  Oamilliw,  as  well 
as  the  Bomulus,  of  the  infEmt  state  ;-^to  the 
policy  of  peace,  commerce,  and  honest  friend- 
ship with  all  nations,  entangling  allianoes  with 
none :  for  to  entangling  alliances  we  most  come, 
if  you  once  embark  in  projects  such  as  thisL 
And,  with  all  his  British  predilections^  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  suspected  he  should,  whenever  that 
question  should  present  itself,  resist  aa  stroii^ 
an  alliance  with  Great  Britiun  as  with  any 
other  power.  We  were  sent  here,  he  said,  to 
attend  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  Uus 
country,  and  not  to  be  ready,  on  all  ooeasiooB, 
to  go  to  war  whenever  any  thing  like  what  in 
common  parlance  is  termed  a  torn  np.  takes 
place  in  Europe. 

These,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  some  cf  the 
views*  which  I  have  taken  of  the  sahjecii 
There  are  other  views  of  it  whioh  I  mig^t  take» 
but  from  which  I  abstain  (I  maj  be  penuttod 
to  say)  out  of  self-respect,  as  well  as  from 
respect  for  this  committee. 

I  can,  however,  assure  the  connmittee,  6r 
one,  that  the  public  burdens  on  those  whom  I 
represent  here,  (though  they  are  certak^y 
better  off  than  those  to  the  north  and  t^ 
west  of  them — ^that  is,  till  yon  come  to  the 
favored  States,  where  the  interest  of  the  palSe 
debt  is  paid,  and  where  almost  all  the  pn^ 
moneys  are  disbursed,)  are  greater  than  tb^ 
can  bear,  because  their  private  engagemois 
are  greater  than  they  can  dischai^e;  and  U 
this  is  not  a  self-evident  proposition,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  can  be  such.  And  this  uni- 
versal distress  in  the  country  has  been  the 
effect  of  freaks  c^  legislation.  I  do  not  do? 
but  there  may  be  some  who  have  drawn  gretf 
prizes  in  the  lottery,  bnt  that  is  not  the  cm 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  ilation.  And  whtt 
is  this  scheme  but  a  lottery  t  If  it  should  ead 
in  war,  there  will  be  more  great  prizes  to  be 
drawn ;  but  it  will  be  for  meu  those  whom  I 
represent,  to  pay  them.  I  have  been  soqja^at/d 
with  my  constituents  a  long  time  to  little  pnr- 
pose,  and  have  greatly  mistaken  tkieir  db^o^ 
tion  and  present  temper  of  mind,  if  they  an  ia 
any  such  **  melting  mood.*'  The  frea^  of  kg» 
lation  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  vast  expt^ 
ditures  which  begot  the  necessaties  for  ov«r^ 
issues  of  paper-money — ^that  system,  compvid 
with  which  all  the  evils  of  Pandora's  b<a  an 
blessings  —  have  brought  both  England  aad 
America  to  this  distress.  The  two  cases  an 
strictly  parallel—- they  run  on  all  fonm  sifci. 
if  this  resolution  be  adopted,  not  merel j  bb* 
ilar,  but  yet  more  disastrous  oonseqnenoes  wi3 
ensue. 

I  shall  then,  sud  Mr.  B.,  return  to  mj  oon«ta> 
nents  without  the  least  alarm  in  regard  to  this 
question.  Unless,  indeed,  I,  and  those  who  k 
this  case  think  with  me,  have  reason  to  fur 
that  our  constituents  will  award  us  merited 
censure  for  not  havii^  better  sopported  th» 
cause  we  advocate.  Unless  on  th»  aooom^ 
I  cherish  not  the  least  doubt  that  irhen  I,  fer 
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ono,  go  back  to  those  that  sent  me  here,  I  shall 
be  greeted  with  their  honest,  open  oonn- 
tenances,  and  gratnlating  hands.  There  has 
not  been  a  question,  since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Honse,  on  which  my  opinion  has 
been  more  dear  than  on  this — ^no,  not  even  in 
the  case  of  the  sedition  law. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  our  ntuation?  We 
are  absolutely  combating  shadows.  The  gentle- 
man would  have  us  to  believe  his  resolution  is 
all  but  nothing ;  yet  again  it  is  to  proye  omni- 
potent, and  fills  the  globe  with  its  influence. 
Either  it  is  nothing,  or  it  is  something.  If  it 
is  noUiing  let  us  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  have 
done  with  it  at  once ;  but,  if  it  is  that  some- 
thing whidi  it  has  been  on  the  other  hand 
represented  to  be,  let  us  beware  how  we  touch 
it.  For  my  part,  I  would  sooner  put  the  shirt 
of  Nessus  on  my  back,  than  sanction  these 
doctrities^-doctrines  such  as  I  never  heard  from 
my  boyhood  till  now.  They  go  the  whole  length. 
If  they  prevail,  there  are  no  longer  any 
Pyrenees— every  bulwark  and  barrier  t)f  the 
constitution  is  broken  down;  it  is  become 
tabula  rata — a  earte  blcmehei  for  every  one  to 
scribble  on  it  what  he  pi 


Monday,  January  26. 
The  Oreeh  Came. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  €k)m- 
mittee  of.  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Wsbstbb's  and 
Mr.  Poinsktt's  motions  respecting  the  Greeks ; 
when  Mr.  A.  Bmtth,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Ohair. 

Mr.  Ohairman:  What  are  we  called  on  to 
do  ?  To  acknowledge  a  new  power ;  to  intro- 
duce a  new  nation  into  the  great  family  of 
nations.  It  has  been  said,  that  this  resolution 
la  perfectly  harmless ;  that  it  leaves  Uie  acknowl- 
edgment to  be  made  by  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  whom  it  belongs.  I  cannot  agree 
that  the  resolution  is  harmless,  or  that  it  leaves  the 
acknowledgment  to  be  made  by  the  President 
It  declares  that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  mission  to 
Greece.  Is  not  this  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Greece  9  Tes,  sir ;  this  is  an 
immediate  acknowledgment,  and  one  of  the 
most  solemn  kind.  An  embassy  to  Greece,  sent 
by  the  President^  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
"Would  be  a  less  solemn  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Greeks;  for,  by  this  resolution, 
a  law  is  to  be  passed  by  Oongress,  declaring 
Greece  an  independent  power.  It  will  not 
only  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  new  power, 
by  Congress,  but  by  the  President  himself,  if  he 
should  approve  the  act,  and  yet  the  mitiative, 
in  making  the  acknowledgment,  will  have 
been  taken  ftom  him.  Should  such  a  law  pass, 
the  acknowledgment  of  Greece,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  is  complete,  llie  mischief,  if  it  is 
mischief  will  have  been  done;  and  no  subse* 
quent  prudence,  on  the  part  of  the  Presidents- 
can  avert  the  consequences,  whatever  they  are 
to  be.    The  nation  must  then  be  responsible. 


Let  us  consider  what  wiU  be  the  probable 
consequences  of  this  acknowledgment  We 
must  look  into  the  history  of  nations.  We  are 
not  to  conclude,  from  the  forbearance  of  Spain 
when  we  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
her  American  provinces,  that  all  other  nations 
would  be  equally  passive  on  a  similar  occasion. 
It  is  always  a  question  of  policy  and  discretion 
whether  a  Government,  which  may  deem  itself 
injured  by  such  an  acknowledgment,  shall,  or 
shall  not,  resort  to  war.  The  cases  from  which 
we  derive  the  most  aid,  in  deciding  what  is  the 
Law  of  all  Nations  in  this  particular,  are  the 
cases  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, when  they  revolted  against  Spain,  atd 
the  case  of  these  United  States,  during  our 
Revolution.  According  to  these  casea,.  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  new  power,  during 
the  dvil  war  which  follows  the  revolt  of 
provinces  against  the  mother  country  by  athird 
power,  is  to  the  mother  countary  cause  of  war. 
It  will  be  recoUected  that^  during  the  war  of  our 
Revolution,  England  made  war  on  France  and 
other  European  powers,  for  favoring  us. 

When  a  people  have  declared,  and  also  main- 
tained, their  independence,  they  may  be  ac- 
knowledged as  an  independent  power  without 
giving  jast  cause  of  war  to  their  former 
sovereign.  Can  that  be  affirmed  with  regard  to 
the  Greeks?  By  no  means.  They  have  not 
yet  achieved,  much  less  maintained,  their  inde- 
pendence. They  possess  the  Morea,  a  small 
part  of  continental  Greece;  but  the  latest 
accounts  inform  us  that  they  have  been  driven 
from  Athens  to  take  ref age  in  one  of  the  islands. 
It  might  have  been  timely  affirmed  of  some  of 
the  Spanish  provinces,  when  their  independence 
was  acknowledged  by  us,  that  they  had  main- 
tained it 

Ithavingbeen  shown  that  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  revolted  province  as  an  independent  nation, 
by  a  third  power,  while  the  mother  country  still 
carries  on  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a 
right  to  such  province,  would  be  considered  a 
cause  of  war  by  the  most  civilized  nationfl^  can 
we  doubt  that  it  would  be  deemed  cau^  of  war 
by  the  Government  of  Turkey,  the  most  violent 
and  lawlessof  all  Governments ?  The  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Oli.t)  supposes 
that  the  resolutions  of  this  body  may  remain 
unknown  to  the  Turkish  Divan.  But  it  is  not 
at  all  probable  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  remain  long  unknown  to  them.  Some 
power  would  immediately  communicate  our 
proceedings  to  the  Turk,  and  explain  to  him, 
that,  by  them,  we  had  violated  the  usages  of 
nations.  When  we  proposed  confidentiaUy,  to 
the  British  Government^  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Spanish  American  prov- 
inces^ that  court,  then  less  friendly,  perhaps, 
to  us,  than  at  this  time,  immediatdy  commu- 
nicated our  proposition  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  embroil  us  with 
Spain. 

This  proceeding  would  be  a  violation  of  our 
declared  principles.    The  President  has  declared 
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to  the  Allies,  that  '^  We  should  consider  a&y  at- 
tempt, on  their  part,  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere^  as  dangerous  to 
our  peace  and  safety.  With  the  ezlsl^ig  colo- 
nies or  dependencies  (meaning  Greece)  of  any 
European  power,  (meaning  Turkey,)  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But 
with  the  Gk)yernments  who  have  declared  their 
independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose 
independence  we  have,  on  great  conidderation. 
and  on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  ooula 
not  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of 
oppressing  them,  or  controlling,  in  any  other 
manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  other  light  than  as  the  mamfestation  of 
an  unfHendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States.  *  *  ♦  *  Our  policy  in  regard  to  Europe 
which  was  adopted  at  the  early  stage  of  the 
wars  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter 
of  the  globe,  neyertheless  remains  the  same, 
which  is  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  any  of  its  powers.  *  ♦  *  *  It  is  imposmble 
that  the  Allied  Powers  should  extend  their 
poHticfil  system  to  any  portion  of  either  conti- 
nent) without  endangering  our  peace  and  hap- 
piness ♦  ♦  ♦  »  It  is  equally  impossible,  there- 
fore, that  we  should  behold  such  interposition, 
in  any  form,  with  indifference."  Such,  sir,  are 
the  principles  declared  by  the  President  in  the 
name  of  the  nation.  We  say  to  the  Allies^  that 
any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their  system 
to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  we  shall 
consider  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 
And  is  not  the  extension  of  our  system  to  their 
hemiephere  equally  dangerous  to  &eir  peace  and 
sai^  ?  We  say  that,  with  the  existing  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  any  European  power  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  How  can 
we  then  interfere  with  the  Morea,  a  proyince  of 
Turkey,  without  a  yiolation  of  our  solemn  decla- 
ration ?  Sir,  by  this  proceeding,  you  will  make 
the  declaration  of  the  jPresident  as  to  the  future 
course  of  policy  to  be  observed  by  this  Govern- 
ment, a  falsehood.  We  acknowledge  the  Greek 
republic ;  and  what  Are  the  reasons  which  we 
assign  fi>r  doing  so  ?  Why,  because  the  allied 
sovereigns  have  said  that  the  Greeks  have  thrown 
a  firebrand  into  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  have 
declared  that  they  would  put  down  revolution  in 
Europe.  Is  not  tliis  going  out  of  our  way  to  beard 
the  Allies :  to  seek  a  quarrel  with  them  respect- 
ing the  affairs  of  Europe ;  and  to  propagate  our 
system  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  f 

Another  weighty  objection  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  was,  that  it  was  an  interference  with 
the  Executive  power.  The  people  of  the  United 
States'have  separated  the  powers  granted  by  them 
between  the  several  branches  of  t£e  Government. 
This  proposition  goes  to  blend  those  powers ;  and 
every  attempt  unreasonably  to  extend  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government,  or  to  blend  the  powers 
of  the  several  department8|tends  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  constitution.  This  is  an  attempt  to 
dictate  to  the  Executive  the  performance  of  an 
act  which  the  constitution  has  confided  to  the 
discretion  and  information  of  the  President. 


I  need  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  read  daosee  finom  the 
constitution,  which  has  been  laid  on  every 
gentieman's  table.  The  President  ia  aatiiorized 
to  receive  embassies;  this  is  one  mode  of 
acknowledging  a  foreign  power;  he  is  also 
authorized  to  send  embassies,  by  tiie  eonsent  of 
the  Senate ;  this  is  another  mode  of  recognizing 
a  foreign  power ;  he  also,  by  the  same  oonsoit, 
ratifies  treaties.  With  all  this  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  nothing  to  do.  If  yoa 
have  nothing  to  do  with  a  treaty,  why  shoold 
you  prescribe  when,  or  to  wh<Hn,  aa  mnbrnej 
shall  be  sent)  The  powers  granted  to  you  are 
purely  le^slative,  with  the  exoeptioci  of  the 
power  to  declare  war,  which  is  daewhere  in- 
trusted to  the  Executive  authority.  The 
foreign  relations  of  the  nation  are  confided  by 
the  people  to  the  President  and  Senate,  m 
whose  superior  information  and  diacretioa 
reliance  is  placed.  If  you  intetfare  -with  tlie 
power  to  send  and  receive  embassies,  you  may 
come  into  collision  with  the  President,  aai 
you  irill  blend  powers  which  the  people  In- 
tended should  be  kept  distinct.  As  Uie  aa> 
thority  to  send  embassies  belongs  to  ttie  Pre»> 
ident  and  Senate,  we  should  not  invade  their 
authority  or  ori^nate  a  measure  which,  unks 
they  wul  ^ve  up  a  part  of  i^eir  exidoars 
authority,  tibey  must  reject.  Tour  law  is  Kit 
necessary  to  enable  the  President  to  aend  an 
embasefy;  he  is  possessed  of  the  anthoi^ 
already.  If  vou  pass  the  bill  proposed,  tib* 
President  will  not  be  left  at  libcurtj  to  decide 
fireely>  He  must  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece,  or  r^ect  your  bilL  To& 
piaoe  him  in  a  painful  culemma,  and,  perh^s, 
eon^el  him  to  use  a  prerogative  aeldom  exert- 
ed. But  suppose  that,  believing  the  measmc 
to  be  improper,  he  puts  his  veto  on  the  lall; 
still,  two-tmrds  of  both  Houses  may  pass  i£ 
into  a  law,  and  thus  acknowledge  the  r^mUk 
of  Greecci  against  the  opinion  of  the  Preadat 
in  whose  discretion  the  people  {MffticaJlariy  cobt 
fide,  and  thus  defeat  the  provisions,  of  the  oosi- 
stitutionr^a  popular  assembly,  carried  away  bj 
eloquence  and  a  love  of  liberty,  deciding;,  in^eei 
of  £he  cool,  deliberate  caution  of  the  Presidait 
If  you  can  pass  a  lawto  send  amission ^wh^i  the 
Present  pieases.  you  can  pass  aUw  to  send  a 
mission  next  montiu  In  either  case,  it  'woold  be 
the  law  that  would  make  the  acknowledgmeiit. 
Tour  act  being  the  supreme  law  of  the  land^  tbi 
flag  of  Greece  would  be  re^^eeted  in  our  ooaitt 
as  the  flag  of  an  independent  pow^ ,  whether  the 
embasefy  was  ever  sent  or  not  Weadmowkdge 
the  independence  of  powers  with  wbcMn  w« 
have  no  ambassadors. 

Thegentieman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Gla.t)  ^ 
dares  tiiat  he  is  for  leaving  the  whole  reBptmar 
bility  with  the  President,  where  the  oooatitvtMa 
placed  it;  yet,  he  advocates  a  measure  whifd^  ae 
mr  as  respects  the  act  of  acknowledgment^  leav^e^ 
nothingtothe  discretion  or  responsibility  of  the 
President,  but  takes  from  him  the  one  andrdiev^p 
him  from  the  other.  The  aotof  Oongreaa  will  he 
the  acknowledgment!  and  not  the  i 
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We  are  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  Bossian 
and  the  Turk.  But  what  right  have  we  to 
judge  of  their  acts,  unless  they  affect  ns  ?  And 
we  are  about  to  take  measures  on  our  own  be- 
half! What  right  have  we  to  judge  between 
the  Turk  and  his  revolted  subjects,  unless  our 
own  interest  or  safety  is  concerned?  We 
should  not  take  it  well  that  our  proceedings 
should  be  denounced  by  foreign  Governments. 
We  do  not  take  it  well  that  the  Bussian  Minis* 
ter;  at  the  court  of  Spain,  denounces  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  the  source  of  all  the  evils  which 
have  disturbed  the  nations  and  sovereigns  of 
Europe ;  and  we  should  take  it  worse  were  the 
like  denunciations  made  by  his  master.  What 
have  we  to  do  with  the  oppre^ions  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  China,  India,  Tiffkey,  or  France, 
nnless  we  are  about  to  relieve  the  oppressed  ? 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted by  other  Governments  against  those 
whom  they  govern,  but  to  avoid  thdr  ex- 
ample. 

Tou  profess  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the 
Greeks  for  liberty  and  religion.  What  have 
yon  to  do  with  the  liberty  of  any  people,  ex- 
cept the  people  you  govern,  unless  tiie  subjec- 
tion of  a  neighboring  foreign  people  endangers 
your  safety  ?  You  have  nothing  to  do  with 
religion,  even  here,  and  why  should  you  med- 
dle with  it  elsewhere  ?  In  a  treaty  made  with 
one  of  those  Turkish  nations,  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams^  it  was  explicitlv  and 
truly  declared  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  in  no  respect  founded  on  re- 
ligion. The  Turk  may  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  his  mosque  in  our 
country,  as  well  as  the  Jew  his  synagogue.  You 
interfere  for  Grecian  liberty,  for  the  liberty  of 
the  descendants  of  the  anci^t  Greeks,  to  whom 
you  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude;  hut  the  modem 
Greeks  canndt  be  identified  vrith  the  people 
who  produced  Aristides  and  Socrates^  Greece 
has  been  often  conquered,  and  foreign  people 
have  planted  themselves  there.  The  modem 
Greeks  are  a  rellgous  sect,  professors  of  the 
Greek  Church.  Whal  entitles  the  inhabitsAts 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  to  the  name  of 
Greeks  ?  They  are  so  called  from  their,  religion, 
as  the  Emperor  of  Bnssia  is  styled  Emperor  of 
the  Greeks.  These  people  are  descended  from 
inhabitants  of  the  Greek  empire,  and  it  is  relig- 
ion that  separates  them  from  the  Turks.  You 
interfere  for  the  most  degraded  of  the  people  of 
Europe^  and  the  least  fit  for  self-government. 

Justice  is  not  done  to  the  Turk  in  this  debate; 
but  the  author  of  evil  himself  is  entitled  to  jus- 
tice. It  has  been  said  that  **the  massacre  of 
8cio  is  a  scene  without  parallel  ia  the  history 
of  frdlen  man."  Atrocious  as  it  was,  tiiere  are 
many  cases  in  andent  and  modem  times,  of 
massacres  far  exceeding  in  atrocity  the  massacre 
of  Scio.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  offer  any  apology 
for  acts  that  I  abhor,  but  error  ^ould  be  cor- 
rected. To  enable  us  to  make  a  just  compari- 
son between  the  Turks  and  tiieir  neighbors,  I 
will  direct  your  attentioii  to  some  massacres  of 


the  Bussians  in  modem  times.  On  the  capture 
of  Ismael,  in  1790^  thirty  thousand  Turks  were 
massacred  in  cold  blood,  and  the  city  given  up 
to  bratalitv.  On  the  taking  of  Warsaw,  in 
1794,  nine  hours  after  the  place  was  taken,  it 
was  set  on  fire,  and  nine  thou£land  unarmed 
persons,  women  and  infants,  perished  in  the 
names.  These  exploits  were  performed  during 
the  reign  of  the  august  lady  wno  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  debate ;  and  by  Suwarrow,  who 
afterwards  became  so  great  a  fiivorite  in  tins 
country  that  several  articles  of  dress,  some  of 
them  belonging  to  the  fiur  sex.  were  called  after 
him.  A  massacre  in  Cyprus  nas  been  mention- 
ed ;  this  reminds  me  of  the  massacre  in  the  same 
island  by  the  Jews  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  Greeks^  many  of  whom  perished  bv 
tortures.  When  the  Christian  Ostrogoths  took 
Milan,  they  massacred  all  the  males,  and  sent 
three  huncbed  thousand  females  to  tiieir  allies^ 
the  Burgundians.  We  have  been  carried  on  a 
crusade  to  Jerusalem,  to  recover  the  holy 
sepulchre.  It  may  be  well  to  consider  the 
achievements  of  the  former  crusaders.  When 
they  took  Jerusalem,  seventy  thousand  Moslems 
were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  Jews  were  shut 
up  in  their  synagogues,  and  bumed  1  Sir,  un- 
civilized men,  ca  whatever  Mth^  are  the  same. 
It  is  civilization^  and  not  superstition,  that 
makes  man  humane  and  merciful.  The  Turks 
are  equally  good,  and  equally  bad,  with  Jews 
and  Christians  who  are  equally  uncivilized. 

In  religion,  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant  than 
tiieir  Christian  neighbors.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  debate,  that  seven  millions  of  Christiana,  of 
the  Greek  church,  are  found  in  the  Turldsh  em- 
pire. This  proves  that  the  Mahometan  is  more 
tolerant  than  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Where 
will  you  find  seven  millions  of  dissenters  in  a 
Catjbiolic  counti^  f  Go  to  Portugal,  to  Spain,  to 
Italy,  to  Austna,  even  to  France,  you  wiU  not 
find  that  the  same  toleration  has  been  allowed 
as  in  Turkey.  The  Mahometan  conquerors 
offered  a  double  altemative;  the  Eorao,  tiie 
tribute,  or  the  sword.  It  was  not  so  in  Catho- 
lic countries.  Bemember  the  extirpation  of 
the  Albigenses — ^the  persecution  of  the  Nether- 
lands, under  the  Duke  of  Alva^— the  expulsion 
of  the  Huguenots  from  France— the  expulsion 
of  the  Moors  from  Spain — ^the  Inquisition — and 
it  will  be  obvious  that  a  comparison  between 
the  tolerance  of  the  Turks  and  the  CathoUcs,  is 
altogether  in  favor  of  the  Turks. 

Sir,  the  present  is  a  time  of  imminent  danger, 
and,  therefore,  a  time  for  caution.  Bemember 
the  words  of  Washxngton  :  "  Why  quit  your 
own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground  ?"  Meddle  not 
with  Greece.  I  tell  you,  that  Greece  cannot 
exist  as  a  Bepublio ;  and  if  allowed  to  become  a 
separate  nation,  under  a  prince  of  her  own,  it 
must  be  under  the  control  of  Bnssia.  From  the 
position  of  Greece,  between  Bussia,  Austria^ 
and  Turkey,  it  cannot  maintain  itself  aa  an  in- 
dependent nation.  The  revolt  of  Greece  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  continue  until  this 
time,  but  that  Aostria  and  Bussia  cannot  agree 
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what  shall  become  of  that  conntrj,  which  each 
of  them  desires  to  possess.  Can  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Allies,  who  are  not  disposed  to  allow 
the  independence  of  South  America,  who  scarce- 
ly tolerate  as,  will  permit  two  or  three  millions 
of  half  civilized  people,  in  their  vicinity,  to  form 
a  Republic?  It  is  not  to  be  expected.  The 
most  that  can  be  done  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Greeks,  is  to  assist  them  to  obtain  &vorable 
terms  from  the  Turks.  Our  interference  may 
furnish  a  pretext  to  men  of  blood — ^to  come 
upon  us;  and,  whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
strength  of  the  United  States,  I  am  not  for  ex- 
posing it  to  trial,  in  a  contest  with  the  Allies. 

The  extensive  and  enlightened  view  of  the 
policv  pursued  by  the  Allied  Powers,  taken  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Wbbsteb,)  authorizes  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  same  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  our 
policy  is  to  give  no  reasonable  cause  of  offence, 
and  to  stand  on  our  guard.  It  belongs  to  Eng- 
land to  interfere  with  Greece,  or  &e  Allies ; 
and  if  she  is  involved  in  a  war  with  the  Allies, 
for  the  independence  of  nations,  we  ought  to 
give  her  assurance  that  we  will  not  be  neutral, 
but  will  give  her  faithful  and  honorable  sup- 
port. If  we  are  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  it  may  be  better  to 
begin  while  we  can  hieive  allies  in  the  Spanish 
American  nations ;  for,  it  will  be  obvious,  if  the 
Allies  attack  them,  that  nothing  is  intenaed  for 
us,  but  the  favor  of  being  the  last  jiestroyed. 

The  cause  of  freedom,  the  hope  of  mankind, 
depends  on  the  ultimate  success  of  the  hithert6 
successful  experiment  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, making  in  the  United  States.  When  we 
consider  tiie  importance  of  the  interests  confided 
to  us,  it  must  appear  unpardonable  wantonly  to 
hazard  the  success  of  that  experiment.  If  there 
be  a  mode  of  destroying  civil  liberty,  it  is  by 
leading  this  Government  into  unnecessary  wars. 
There  can  be  no  increase  of  the  happiness  of 
this  people.  Individuals  may  experience  wants; 
but,  as  a  nation,  we  have  nothing  more  to  ask 
of  Heaven.  All  we  have  to  ask  of  other  na- 
tions is,  friendship  and  ^^  let  us  alone."  What 
shall  we  deserve  if,  without  necessity,  we  ^nge 
this  happy  people  into  war  and  distress  ?  What- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  valor  of  our  people,  and 
the  glory  of  the  nation,  I  should  be  very  un- 
williug  to  engage  in  a  war  with  Europe.  We 
might  defend  ourselves.  I  think  we  should 
successfully  defend  ourselves.  I  am  no  prophet 
of  eviL  We  do  not  act  on  our  own  responsi- 
bility; we  act  for  an  immortal  people.  This 
people  are  to  be  immortal;  but  whether  in 
frecKlom  or  ablect  subjection,  is  uncertain.  This 
people  are  to  be  responsible  for  our  acts,  with 
their  treasure  and  their  blood.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  bring  upon  them  a  trial,  such  as  Spain 
passed  through,  in  the  war  waged  against  that 
nation,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  Joseph 
Bonaparte  on  the  throne^ 

England  and  the  United  States  seem  to  me  to 
have  a  common  interest  to  resist  these  unholy 
Allies.     There  are  now  only  two  powers  in  Eu- 


rope— ^England  and  the  Allies.  If  Greece  gid 
become  an  independent  nation,  let  one  of  ihen 
take  the  first  step  in  the  reoognitioD.  The 
Allies  are  ruled  by  Russia.  En^d  holds  tlw 
fate  of  the  world.  Calculating  on  her  policy, 
I  think  she  will,  she  must,  make  a  stand  agaiKt 
Russia.  As  England  cannot  become  the  head 
of  the  Alliance,  her  pride  secures  iia.  Sbe 
might  become  one  hand  of  the  Alliance,  allow- 
ing France  ia  to  be  the  other,  and  BossU  tk 
head;  but  that  situation  would  not  gratify  her 
pride.  England  will  make  a  stand  against  tibe 
Allies,  and  we  should  support  her.  But^ 
will  not  strike  for  Greece ;  she  wiU  pursue  u- 
other  course  of  policy,  and  with  good  reasin. 
It  is  the  interesy>f  England  to  prevent  then- 
tension  of  Russiln  power.  To  prevent  tliisei- 
tension,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Turkish  Emiate 
should  be  maintained  one  and  indivi^ble.  Ins- 
land  may  strike  for  Turkey,  becaose,  wet 
English  aid,  Turkey  may  stand  against  Ba»iL 
England  will,  if  necessary,  strike  for  the  ia^ 
pendence  of  the  new  nations  of  Spanish  Amerki 
She  will  not  suffer  the  Allies  to  add  themte 
their  confederacy,  or  Spain  to  blot  them  ftm 
the  map  of  the  world.  My  enmity  to  En^ 
has  been  very  steady  for  many  years,  bm  i 
shall  cease  if  l^nglUnd  takes  up  arms  for  tkii; 
depe^^dence  of  nation&  England  and  the  Uni:tc 
States  can  secure  the  independence  of  n&ncsi 
Whether  the  United  States,  without  Engiai 
could,  must  be  proved  by  time. 

Let  us  leave  the  fate  of  Greece  and  of  Toi^ 
to  England.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  Eng^tK 
that  the  Turkish  Empire  shall  remain  undiTi^ 
it  is  ours.  K  it  is  the  interest  of  Enghndtiit; 
Turkey  and  Persia  should  be  at  peace,  he(^ 
their  wars  endanger  the  religion  of  Islam,  i(( 
ours.  England  and  the  United  States  bsn 
now  a  common  cause  and  a  common  intend 
Russia  is  now  the  great  enemy  of*the  indepei^ 
ence  of  nations  and  of  free  institutions.  £^ 
land  will  not  acknowledge  the  independenu^ 
Greece,  for  that  would  divide  and  weakea*.is 
Turkish  Empire ;  and  what  will  then  stopUr 
progress  of  Russia  ?  Neither  Persia  nor  idi- 
Russia  ¥rill  establish  an  empire  greater  XhMtt< 
Roman,  in  the  zenith  of  its  power;  from  t:: 
authority  of  which,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  b£ 
to  attempt  to  6scap»e.  Sir,  our  course,  I  ^ 
isphiin.  Let  us  be  moderate  and  ju^  1^'^^. 
offer  no  aggresaon ;  throw  ont  no  menaces.  £> 
give  the  Allies  no  pretext  to  quarrel  with  is- 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Hooseifr 
joumed. 


Tuesday,  January  5^. 
JSeport  of  the  FostmaUer  General 
The  Sfxasxb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  of  such  **  further 
measures  as  are  necessary  to  provide  fw  a  i»^ 
equitable  compensation  to  deputy  postmasJ*^ 
according  to  the  duties  and  services  rendrrw 
by  them,"  pr^Muredin  obedience  to  areaoiua* 
of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTeS)  adopted  it  ^ 
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last  session  of  Congress ;  which  report  was  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table.    It  is  as  follows : 

Post  OmcE  Defartmsmt,  Jan,  24,  1824. 
Sm :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honse  of 
RepreMntativea  of  the  United  States,  at  their  last  ses- 
don,  which  **  directed  the  Postmaster  Greneral  to  le- 
port,  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  sesuon  <^  Con- 
ffresa,  what  farther  measures  are  necessary  to  provide 
for  a  more  equitable  compen8ation>  to  deputy  post- 
masters, according  to  the  duties  and  services  rendered 
by  them,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  compensating  deputy  postmasters^  by 
giving  them  a  graduated  per  cent  upon  monevs 
receiyed  by  them,  is  believed  to  be,  in  most  cases,  tne 
most  equitable  that  can  be  adopted.  So  far  as  this 
compensation  extends,  it  is  generally  proportioned  to 
.  the  labor  required,  and  the  reimonsibility  incurred. 

Deputy  postmasters,  with  a  few  exceptions,  receive 
less  for  their  services  than  any  other  officers  of  the 
General  Government.  But,  a»  competent  persons  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  postmasters  have  been  found 
willing  to  serve,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  as 
the  present  embarrassment  of  this  Department  re- 
quires the  utmost  economy  in  its  expenditures,  it  is 
believed  that  the  public  interest  would  not,  at  this 
time,  be  promoted,  by  a  general  increase  of  their  com- 
pensation. A  small  addition  of  pay  to  each  post- 
master would  afford  but  little  benefit  to  the  individual, 
whilst  it  would  take  from  the  receipts  of  the  Depart- 
ment an  amount  so  considerable,  as  to  render  an  ap- 
propriation &om  the  Treasury  indispensable.  There 
are,  however,  some  post-offices,  where  the  labor  is 
great,  and  the  perquisites  so  small,  that,  unless  some 
additional  compensation  be  given,  it  is  feared  com* 
petent  persons  caimot  long  be  found  to  discharge  the 
dutiea 

I  have  endeavored,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  fix 
upon  some  rule,  which  womd  give  additioiuil  com- 
pensation, where  it  seems  to  be  indispensable,  with- 
out extending  the  provision  so  far  as  to  render  the 
amount  objectionable.  It  is  believed  that  no  pro- 
vision can  be  made,  embrachi^  a  dass  of  cases,  so  as 
to  give  an  increase  of  pay,  m  the  just  proportion 
which  the  services  require. 

There  are  several  hundred  offices  at  which  pack- 
ages are  distributed,  for  which  no  additional  com- 
pensation is  given.  In  some  cases  this  duty  is  very 
laborious,  whilst  the  perquisites  of  the  offices  are 
very  small.  An  increased  per  cent  upon  the  moneys 
received  by  each,  would  not  graduate  the  pay  in 
proportion  to  the  service  requir^  as,  at  some  offices, 
which  receive  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollarfly  this  service  is  as  laborious  aa  at  others,  where 
more  than  a  thousand  dollars  are  received.  If^  in 
such  cases,  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent  were  given, 
the  compensation  to  some  would  be  more  than  six 
times  greater  than  to  others. 

More  than  seventy  offices  distribute  packages  after 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  before  five  in  the  morning. 
Postmasters  who  discharge  this  duty,  are  entitled  to 
consideration,  not  only  on  account  of  the  labor  which 
they  perform,  but  the  imseasonable  hours  in  which 
they  are  required  to  perform  it  But,  in  these  cases, 
an  additional  per  cent  on  the  moneys  received,  would 
not  do  equal  justice,  as  the  disproportion  for  compen- 
sation, for  similar  servioes,  would  be  as  great  as 
above  stated. 

A  specific  sum,  given  to  each  postmaster  for  this 
MTvice,  would  not  compensate  in  proportion  to  the  la- 


bor performed,  as  the  labor  at  some  offices  is  ten  times 
greater  than  at  others. 

If  tiie  means  of  the  Department  would  authorize 
the  measure,  an  increase  of  pay  to  postmasters  who 
separate  packages,  and  to  some  others,  would  be 
neither  unjust  nor  impolitic;  but,  at  present,  it  seems 
to  be  necessary  to  confine  any  provision  for  an  in- 
crease within  very  narrow  limits. 

On  a  fbll  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed 
that  a  special  provision,  in  each  case  where  an  in- 
crease of  pay  shall  be  deemed  indispensable,  can  be 
made  with  more  justice  to  the  postmaster,  and  less 
injury  to  the  revenue  of  the  Department^  than  any 
other  mode  which  can  be  adopted. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  McLEAN. 

Hon.  HiarRY  Glat, 

Speaker  Houte  of  Eepreamiaiive%. 


Fbidat,  January  80. 
Navy  Peace  Eetdbluhment. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesidbkt 
OF  THE  UNrrsD  States,  as  follows  ; 

To  the  Houte  of  Repreaentatioee  of  the  United  Siaiee : 

In.  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  15th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  "  to  communi- 
cate a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  contains  the 
plan  required. 

In  presenting  this  plan  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  it,  wUch  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quires, and  experience  justifies. 

If  a  ^stem  of  univerind  and  permanent  peace  could 
be  established ;  or,  if,  in  war,  the  belligerent  parties 
would  respect  tiie  rights  of  neutral  powers,  we  should 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy  or  an  army.  The  ex- 
pense and  dangers  of  such  establishments  might  be 
avoided.  The  history  of  all  ages  proves  that  this 
caimot  be  presumed ;  on  the  contrary,  that  at  least 
one-half  of  every  century,  in  ancient  as  well  as  mod- 
em times,  has  been  consumed  in  wars,  and  often  of 
the  most  general  and  desolating  character.  Nor  Is 
there  any  cause  to  infer,  if  we  examine  the  condition 
of  the  nations  with  which  we  have  the  most  inter- 
course and  strongest  political  relations,  that  we  shaU, 
in  future,  be  exempt  from  that  calamity,  within  any 
period,  to  which  a  rational  calculation  may  be  ex- 
tended. And  as  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  it  is 
sufficient  to  appeal  to  our  own  experience  to  demon- 
strate how  littto  regard  will  be  paid  to  them,  when- 
ever they  come  in  conffict  with  the  interest  of  the 
powers  at  war,  while  we  rely  on  the  justice  of  our 
cause  and  on  argument  alone.  The  amount  of  the 
property  of  our  feUow-citizens,  which  was  seized  and 
confiscated,  or  destroyed,  by  the  belligerent  parties, 
in  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of  those 
which  followed,  before  we  became  a  party  to  the  war, 
is  almost  incalculable. 

The  whole  movement  of  our  Qovemment,  trcm  the 
establishment  of  our  independence,  has  been  guided 
by  a  sacred  regard  for  peace.  Situated,  as  we  are,  in 
the  new  hemisphere ;  distant  fh>m  Europe,  and  un- 
coxmected  with  its  affairs ;  blessed  with  tlM  happiest 
Grovenunent  on  earthy  and  having  no  objects  of  ambi- 
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tion  to  gratify ;  the  Uaited  States  haT«  steadily  cnlti- 
Tated  the  relations  of  amily  with  everj  power.  And 
if,  in  any  Enropean  wars,  a  respect  for  our  rights 
might  be  relied  on,  it  was  undoubtedly  in  those  to 
which  I  have  adverted.  The  conflict  being  vital,  the 
force  being  nearly  eqnaUy  balanced,  and  the  resalt 
uncertain,  each  party  had  the  strongest  motives  of  in- 
terest to  cultivate  our  good  will,  lest  we  might  be 
thrown  into  the  opposite  scale.  Powerful  as  this  con- 
sideration usually  is,  it  wag  nevertheless  utterly  dis- 
regarded, in  almost  every  stage  of,  and  by  every  party 
to,  those  wars.  To  these  encroachments  and  inju- 
ries, our  regard  for  peace  was  Anally  forced  to  yield. 
In  the  war  to  which  at  length  we  became  a  party, 
our  whole  coast,  from  St  Croix  to  the  Mississippi, 
was  either  invaded  or  menaced  with  invasion ;  and  in 
many  parts,  with  a  strong,  imposing  force,  both  land 
and  naval  In  those  parts  where,  the  population  was 
most  dense,  the  pxessure  was  comparatively  light; 
but  there  was  scarcely  a  harbor  or  city,  or  any  of  our 

?reat  inlets,  which  could  be  considered  secure.  New 
ork  and  Philadelphia  were  eminently  eaq>osed,  &e 
then  existing  worics  not  being  sufficient  for  their  pro- 
tection. The  same  remark  is  applicable,  in  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  cities  eastward  of  tilie  former ;  and  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  whole  country  southward  of  the 
latter,  the  events  which  marked  the  war  are  too  recent 
to  require  detail.  Our  armies  and  navy  signalized 
themselves  in  every  quarter  where  they  had  occasion 
to  meet  their  gallant  foe,  and  the  militia  voluntazilv 
flew  to  their  ud,  with  a  patriotism,  and  fought  with 
a  bravery,  which  exalted  the  reputation  of  their  Gov- 
oament  and  country,  and  which  did  them  the  highest 
honor.  In  whatever  direction  the  enemy  chose  to 
move  with  their  squadrons  and  to  land  their  troops, 
<mr  foirtifications,  where  any  existed,  presented  but 
little  obstacle  to  them,  lliey  passed  those  works 
without  difficulty.  Their  squadrons,  in  fact,  annoyed 
ear  whole  coast,  not  of  the  sea  only,  but  every  bay 
and  great  river  throughout  its  whole  extent.  In  en- 
tering those  inlets  ai^  sailing  up  them  with  a  small 
force,  the  efiect  was  disastrous,  since  it  never  failed  to 
draw  out  the  whole  population  on  each  side,  and  to 
keep  it  in  the  field  while  the  squadron  remained 
there.  The  expense  attending  this  species  of  defence, 
with  the  exposure  of  the  inhabitan^  and  the  waste 
of  property,  may  readily  be  conceived.* 

The  occurrences  which  preceded  the  war,  and  those 
which  attended  it,  were  alike  replete  with  usefVil  in- 
struction as  to  our  ftiture  policy.  Thoee  which  mark 
the  first  epoch,  demonstrate  dearly,  that,  in  the  wan 
.  of  other  powers,  we  can  rely  only  on  force  for  the 
protection  of  our  neutral  rights.  Those  of  tiie  second 
demonstrate,  with  equal  certainty,  that,  in  any  war 
in  which  we  may  be  engaged  hereafter,  with  a  strong 
naval  power,  the  expense,  waste,  and  other  calami- 
ties, attending  it,  considering  the  vast  extent  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  cannot  faO,  unless  it  be  defended 
by  adequate  fortifications  and  a  suitable  naval  force, 
to  correspond  with  those  which  were  experienced- in 
the  late  war. 

Two  great  objects  are  therefore  to  be  regarded  m 
the  establishment  of  an  adequate  naval  force :  The 
first,  to  prevent  war,  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable ; 
the  second,  to  dimiidsh  its  calamities,  when  it  may 


*  Bailroads,  and  the  volonteer  system,  have  altered  all  this. 
The  fear  of  invasion,  once  so  imposing,  Is  now  a  prooesaion 
that  has  palled  by  \  and  all  that  we  eoald  ask  of  a  foreign 
enemy  now,  woald  be  to  come  ashore. 


be  inevitable.  Hence,  the  subject  of  defenee  beeomei 
intimately  connected,  in  all  its  parts,  in  vsr  soi  in 
peace,  for  the  land  and  at  sea.  No  GovemmeDt  \r31 
be  diq>08ed,  in  its  wars  with  other  powen,  to  violtte 
our  rights,  if  it  knows  we  have  the  means,  are  pre- 
pared, and  resolved,  to  defend  them.  The  motire  iriB 
also  be  diminished,  if  it  knows  that  our  defeneeiby 
land  are  so  well  planned  and  executed,  tint  sn  is- 
vadon  of  our  coast  oannot  be  productive  of  ^e?ib 
to  which  we  have  heretofore  been  exposed. 

It  was  under  a  thorou^  oonvictiou  of  these  tntb^ 
derived  from  the  adoDonitions  of  the  late  war,  ^ 
Congress,  as  early  as  the  year  l^lfi^  dmingfiie  tern 
of  my  enli§^teneid  and  virtuous  predecessor,  undo 
whom  the  war  had  been  dedaied,  proseciitBd,  ud 
terminated,  dige^ed,  and  made  provukm  fiir,iitt<fe- 
fence  of  our  country,  and  support  of  its  rijditi,  is 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  by  acts,  which  ai&oiiBd 
and  enjoined  the  augmentation  of  our  Navy,  toapn- 
soribed  limit,  and  the  construction  of  suitabls  fbrtiSa- 
tions  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  maritiin 
frontier,  and  wherever  else  they  might  be  deemed  b»> 
oessaiy.  It  is  to  t^  execution  of  these  worio^  botb 
land  and  naval,  and  under  a  thwouah  ooDvictiOB  thi 
by  hastening  their  oompletion  I  should  render  ^ 
best  service  to  my  country,  and  give  the  most  efiiMtal 
support  to  our  finse  repuUican  system  of  Qosfsrmak 
that  my  humUe  faculties  would  admit  of,  that  I  bn 
devoted  so  much  of  my  time  and  labor  to  this  gnat 
system  of  national  policy,  since  I  came  into  tid 
office,  and  shall  contiiiue  to  do  it,  until  my  retiremett 
from  it,  at  the  end  of  your  next  session. 

The  Navy  is  the  arm  from  which  our  GovemoMd 
will  always  derive  most  aid  in  support  of  oar  neotni 
rights.  Every  power  engaged  in  war  will  ksowtbe 
strength  of  our  naval  foroe,  the  number  of  oiirfifai|i 
of  each  class,  their  condition,  and  the  prompdiDdi 
with  which  we  may  bring  them  into  service,  sad  will 
pay  due  consideration  to  that  ai^gument  Jostn 
will  always  have  great  weight  in  the  Gsbinets  i 
Europe ;  bnt^  in  long  and  destmotho  wan,  exiges- 
oies  often  occur  which  press  so  vitally  on  them,thsi, 
unless  the  argument  of  force  is  brought  to  its  aid,  it 
will  be  disregarded.  Our  land  forms  will  slvtvi 
perform  their  duty  in  the  event  of  war ;  hut  tiMj  nntf 
perform  it  on  the  hmd.  Our  Navy  is  the  arm  wtidi 
must  be  principally  relied  on  for  the  anncyanoe  of  tb 
commerce  of  tiie  enemy,  and  for  tiie  proteotiaa  d 
our  own ;  and  also,  by  o(H^iera£ton  with  tiw  lad 
forces,  for  the  defence  of  the  conntiy.  GspsUe  d 
moving  in  any  and  every  direction,  it  possesKs  ^ 
facul^,  even  when  remote  firom  our  coast,  of  extesd- 
inff  its  aid  to  every  interest  on  which  the  secoritf  isd 
wdfare  of  our  Union  depend.  Annoying  the  ooo* 
meroe  of  the  enemy,  and  menadng,  in  turn,  its  txssk 
provided  the  force  on  each  side  is  nearly  equsllf  ^ 
anoed,  it  wiU  draw  its  squadrons  firom  oar  own;  sod, 
in  case  of  invasion  by  a  powerful  adversary,  Ij^s  Isnd 
and  naval  foroe,  which  is  always  to  be  anticipated, 
and  ought  to  be  provided  against,  our  Navy  maj,  br 
like  co-operation  with  our  land  forces,  render  eseeocxl 
aid  in  protecting  our  interior  from  incursion  and  de- 
predation. 

The  great  object,  in  the  evont  of  war,  is  to  ^ 
the  enemy  at  the  coast  If  this  is  done,  oar  citid, 
and  whole  interior,  vnll  be  secure.  For  the  accoo- 
plishment  of  tins  object,  our  fortifications  msit  ^ 
principally  x«lied  on.  By  pbidng  strong  works  scar 
the  mouths  of  our  great  inlets,  in  soefa  positioos  ss  0 
oommaad  the  entrance  into  them,  as  may  bs  doss  n 
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manv  riutances,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  ^ips  to  pass  them,  especially  if  other  precautions, 
aad  particularly  that  of.  steam-batteries,  are  resorted 
to,  in  their  aid.  In  tiie  wars  between  other  powers, 
into  which  we  may  be  drawn  in  support  of  oar  neu- 
tral rights,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  tiiis  defence 
would  be  adequate  to  the  purpose  intended  by  it ;  nor 
can  it  be  doubted  that  the  knowledge  that  such  works 
existed,  would  form  a  strong  motive,  with  any  power, 
not  to  invade  our  rights^  and  thereby  contribute  efr- 
sentially  to  prevent  war.  There  are,  it  is  admitted, 
some  entrances  into  our  interior,  which  are  of  such 
vast  extent,  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for 
any  works,  however  extensive,  or  well  posted,  to 
command  them.  Of  this  class,  the  Chosapeake  Bay, 
which  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  may  be  given  as  an  ex- 
ample. But,  in  my  judgment,  even  tiiis  bay  may  be 
defended  against  any  power  with  whom  we  may  be  in- 
volved in  war  as  a  tiiurd  party,  in  the  defence  of  our 
neutral  rights.  By  erecting  strong  works  at  the 
mouth  of  James  River,  on  both  siiles,  near  the  Capes, 
as  we  are  now  doing,  and  at  Old  Point  Cknnfort  and 
the  Rip  Raps,  and  connecting  those  woiks  together 
by  chains,  whenever  the  enemy's  foroe  appeared, 
placing  in  the  rear  some  large  ships  and  steam-batte- 
ries, l£e  passage  up  the  river  would  be  rendered  im- 
practicable. This  guard  would  also  tend  to  protect 
the  whole  country  bordering  on  the  bay,  and  rivers 
emptring  into  it;  as  the  hazard  would  be  too  great 
for  dbe  enemy,  however  strong  hie  naval  foroe,  to 
ascend  the  bay,  and  leave  such  a  naval  foroe 
behind ;  since,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  whereby  his 
vessels  might  be  separated,  or  of  a  calm,  the  ships 
and  steam-batteries,  behind  the  works,  misht  rush 
forth  and  destroy  them.  It  could  only  be  in  me  event 
of  an  invasion  by  a  great  power,  or  a  combination  of 
several  powers,  and  by  land  as  well  as  by  naval  forces, 
that  those  works  could  be  carried ;  and  even  then, 
they  could  not  fail  to  retard  the  movement  of  the 
enemy  into  the  country,  and  to  give  time  for  the  col- 
lection of  our  regular  tnx^  mwtia,  and  volunteers, 
to  that  point,  and  thereby  contribute  essentially  to 
his  ultimate  defeat  and  expulsion  from  our  territory. 

Under  a  strong  impression,  that  a  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  our  Navy  is  connected  witii  the  possible  event 
of  war,  and  that  the  naval  foroe  intended,  for  either 
state,  however  amall  it  may  be,  is  oonneoted  with  the 
general  qrstem  of  public  defence,  I  have  thought  it 
proper,  in  communicating  this  report^  to  submit 
these  remarks  on  the  whole  subject 

JAMES  MONROE. 

W^AflHoioioN,  Jtuuimy  80, 1824. 

The  Message  wais  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 


TussDAT,  February  10. 
SumeyB/or  Eoads  and  GandU. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conMderation  of 
the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  obtain  the  necessary  plans,  q^imates, 
d^,  in  relation  to  roads  and  cajoals. 

Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clanse  of  the  bill — ^bnt,  at  the  su^^stion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  withdrew  the  motion;  and 

Mr.  Bakdolph  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ;  and;  on 
his  motion,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ovdered  to 
be  taken  upon  it. 


Before  the  question  was  taken,  however, 

Mr.  Saundebs  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Oommittee  on  Roads  and  Oanala. 
with  instructions  **  to  designate  such  roads  and 
canals  of  a  national  importance  in  a  commercial 
or  military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  the  public  mail,  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  and  expedient  to  have  surveyed 
and  reported  upon." 

And  the  question  being  on  recommitment^  it 
was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Saundebs, 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  stood— yeas  88,  nays  116. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Randolph's 
motion  for  indefinite  postponement,  it  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — yea*  88,  nays  118. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading — and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for  by  Mr.  MoCot,  stood  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  AlUson,  Bailey,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Condict, 
Cook,  CrowninBhield,  Cushman,  Cnthbert,  Duxfee, 
Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly.  Forward,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gaday, 
Goran,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Heniy,  Herkimer,  Holeombe,  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Viiginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kromer,  'Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher, 
Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  McDnifie,  Mo- 
Eean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mo- 
Lean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Wm.  Smith,  Spence, 
Standefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble, 
Udree,  Vance  of  North  Cwolina,  Vance  of  Ohio^ 
Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Heniy  Wilson,  and 
Wilson  of  Ohio— 116. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Maasachnsetts,  Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Car* 
oHna,  Caxy,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafbi, 
Craig,  Cnlpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of 
Nor£b  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Hall,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks, 
Jenkins,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Livermore,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Man- 
gam,  MaUary,  Markley,  Matson,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Speight,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  l>son.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  WiUiams  of  New  York,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Wood»— 86. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  said  bilL 
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Mr.  Tod  then  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  hill  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said :  "  SuflScient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof" — ^I  hope  the  House 
will  do  no  suoh  thing. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  going  on  with  some  re- 
marks, hearing  in  part  on  the  merits  of  tiie  hill, 
when  Mr.  Taylob  called  him  to  order — and  the 
Chair  decided  that  he  was  out  of  order,  on  a 
question  merely  to  take  up  the  hill,  to  go  into 
its  merits.  y 

The  question  w^a  then  put  on  Idr.  Tod^s  mo- 
tion, and  carried — ayes  98,  noes  82. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr, 
CoNDioT  in  the  chair ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ton,  took  up  the  tariff  hill ;  which  was  read,  in 
part,  at  the  Clerk's  tahle. 

Some  progress  having  heen  made  in  the  read- 
ing— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Websteb,  the  committee 
roee,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Wbdnmdat,  Fehruary  11. 
Th6  Twriff  BiU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  hill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  that  the  suhject  of  protecting 
domestic  manuractures,  hy  duties  on  imports, 
had  heen  so  often  discussed,  that  a  particular 
explanation  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  would 
notprobahly  be  wanted.  That  he  should  state 
the  details  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  some  of 
the  reasons  in  their  favor,  as  briefly  as  possible. 
That  there  was  nothiftg  here  proposed  that  was 
new  in  principle — ^nothing  but  to  extendi  and 
equalize  a  system  which  experience  had  i^own 
to  be  most  beneficial,  and  to  give  to  other  de- 
partments of  domestic  industry,  and  other  op- 
pressed portions  of  the  community,  something 
of  that  protection  which  our  laws  had  so  liber- 
ally and  wisely  given  to  the  cnltivators  of  cotton, 
of  sugar,  and  to  all  the  interests  of  navigation. 

One  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  is,  that,  as 
to  some  certain  manufactured  articles,  tlie  raw 
materials  of  which  exist  in  abundance  at  home, 
we  should,  by  legislative  provision,  give  to  our 
own  workmen,  not  the  exclusive  supply  and 
command  of  even  our  own  market,  but  barely 
give  them  a  part  of  the  business  of  ftirnishing 
our  own  people  with  the  plain,  rough  necessaries 
of  life.  That  another  object  of  equal  impor- 
tance was  that,  instead  of  continuing  to  support 
the  agriculturists  of  £urope  in  almost  every 
thing,  we  may  be  compelled,  by  using  more 
home  manufactured  articles,  to  give  to  the  far- 
mers of  our  own  country  some  market  for  their 
products.  And  another  object,  not  inferior  in 
magnitude  to  either  of  the  tormer  two,  was,  to 


give  to  the  country  that  strength  &nd  pover 
which  arises  from  possessing,  within  itself  the 
means  of  defence,  and  to  rescue  it  from  the 
danger  and  disgrace  of  habitual  reliance  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  common  daQy  necessaries 
of  life. 

That  the  duties  proposed  were  upon  tvo  dis- 
tinct classes  of  articles.  One  class  is  that  apon 
silks,  linens,  cutlery,  spices,  and  some  other 
things  of  less  importance,  most  of  which  are  m 
necessaries  by  any  means,  and  which,  mthfev 
exceptions,  do  not  much  interfere  with  any  home 
production,  or  with  any  manufacture  which  the 
country  is  now  prepared  for.  That  most  of  theae 
articles  were  charged,  in  the  bill,  with  the 
identical  increase  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury — ^this  for  the  purpose  d 
revenue  chiefly,  and  to  make  up  to  theGovera- 
mentthe  deficiencies  which  may  prohablybe 
occasioned  by  checking  the  excesave  import^ 
tion  of  other  articles — ^but,  that  the  important 
duties  proposed  in  the  bill  were  for  the  pnTpoea 
of  protection,  and  were  upon  iron,  hemp,  lead, 
glass,  wool,  and  woollen  goods. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  going  to  tronhle  the 
committee  with  a  debate  upon  the  qaestioo, 
whether  our  country  ought  to  be  dependent  upoa 
the  monarchies  of  Europe  for  those  necessuj 
articles,  if  such  dependence  can  be  avoided. 
Upon  that  matter  he  was  content  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  such  as  it  wasah^j, 
and  would  go  on  to  ask  whether  such  depeod- 
ence  could  be  avoided. 

It  is  known  that  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union  is  capable  of  producing  iron  sufficient  for 
the  supply  of  its  own  population,  and  many  d 
them  a  great  deal  more ;  and  that  this  can  be 
effected  without  taking  a  single  hand  &om  a; 

{>rofitable  employment,  and  without  any  stini* 
ous.  except  that  of  a  market. 

As  to  hemp,  it  was  not  extravagant  to  ssj, 
that,  of  first-rate  hemp  land,  for  every  one  ten 
which  can  be  found,  throughout  all  Europe,  ve 
have,  perhaps,  ten  acres  cleared,  and  not  api^ 
cable  to  any  other  profitable  cultivation,  tai 
in  lead,  we  may  challenge  the  globe,  having  »( 
mines  only,  but  whole  territories  of  the  richer 
ore^  perfectly  inexhaustible,  and  this  in  the 
vicinity  of  navigable  waters.  That,  of  wooJ^ii 
was  certain  that  not  only  eveiry  State,  but  every 
district  of  every  8tate,  was  capable  of  produ- 
cing enough,  at  least,  for  all  our  own  naea. 
That  of  glass,  the  materials  are  everj  where.  If 
Providence,  said  Mr.  T.,  meant  any  ooontry  to 
be  indepenaent  of  others  for  the  means  of  s^ 
fflstence,  that  country  is  ours.  The  qoestjoii 
then  comes,  Have  our  people  industry  and  spirit 
enough  to  make  use  of  these  natural  advantages 
of  the  dtmiry  ?  The  only  effectual  protection, 
generally,  which  our  manufaotnrers  ev^  hs^ 
was  by  the  late  war.  Thuai,  possessing  by  acci- 
dent what  other  nations  give  by  l^sUdon  to 
their  own  people,  the  command  of  the  hosd 
market,  our  workmen  made  a  progres  thtf 
never  was  exceeded  any  where.  Iron  was  fiib* 
ricated  to  an  extent  wanting  but  about  thr» 
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thousand  tons  of  the  whole  consnmption  of  the 
country.  Our  woollen  manofactnres,  tiiough  not 
quite  80  far  advanced,  were  carried  on  with 
equal  vigor,  and  with  the  same  prospect  of  ul- 
timate success,  or  rather  with  the  same  certain- 
ty of  soon  becoming  fully  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  country.  Our  home  supply  of  white^nd 
red  lead,  and  shot,  was  equally  sufficient. 
Earthen  wares  were  fabricated  in  immense 
qualities,  and  with  an  elegance  beginning  to 
rival  the  workmanship  of  Europe.  In  glass,  our 
people  not  only  began  to  rival,  but  actually  had 
rividled,  the  workmen  of  England.  Except  some 
fine  articles  rarely  wanted,  we  were  supplied 
altogether  from  the  home  manufacture.  It  is 
notorious,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  all  our  manufactures 
of  iron,  lead,  glass^  earthen  wares,  woollen  and 
cotton  goods,  fiounsbed.  We  say  that  they  also 
caused  the  country  to  flourish,  by  giving  em- 
ployment to  the  industrious,  a  market  to  the 
farmer,  value  to  property,  life  to  every  sort  of 
valuable  business. 

Peace  came,  and  shortly  after,  the  new  tariff. 
It  may,  said  Mr.  T.,  be  deemed  absurd  to  argue 
now  against  a  law  which  passed  eight  years 
ago,  and  the  mischief  of  which,  whatever  it  is, 
may  now  be  supposed  to  be  done  and  irretriev- 
able. But  the  mischief  of  it  is  not  yet  finished. 
The  tariff  of  1816,  is  what  is  here  proposed  to 
be  repealed  in  part,  and  it  is  necessary  now  to 
protest  against  the  impolicy  of  the  measure. 
What  at  that  time  was  the  situation  of  the 
country  every  one  knows.  The  most  impor- 
tant of  our  manufacturing  establishments  were 
just  beginning.  They  were  yet  to  gain  skill  ii\ 
management,  system,  habit^  all  the  indispen- 
sable requisites  which  experience  only  can  give. 
Probably  nine-tenths,  at  least,  of  the  owners 
were  in  debt,  and  only  getting  slowly  out  of  it 
by  the  weekly  profits  of  their  business.  In  a 
word,  according  to  the  emphatic  name  long 
ago  given  by  universal  popular  consent,  they 
were,  in  every  respect,  infant  manufactures. 
To  expect  that,  under  such  circumstances,  our 
countrymen  should  be  able  to  rival  in  cheap- 
ness the  old,  established  foreign  manufactures, 
was  to  expect  what  never  yet  happened  in  any 
country.  So  that,  what  in  1816  was  called  a 
moderate  protecting  duty,  would  scarcely  have 
been  adequate  protection  against  a  fair  and 
liberal  European  competition,  but  was  absolute- 
ly nothing  against  the  little  tricks  of  oppression 
by  which  wealthy  foreign  manufacturers  can 
afford  to  throw  away  cargoes  of  their  goods,  at 
reduced  prices,  or  at  no  prices,  in  order  to  break 
down  a  growing  rival,  and  indemnify  them- 
selves by  fleecing  the  whole  country  afterwards. 

It  was  not,  continued  Mr.  T.,  said  or  believed, 
that  there  was  any  design  by  the  tariff  of  1816, 
to  put  down  our  rising  manufactures.  But  the 
mistake  was  not  pernicious. 

It  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  consider  the 
question  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  not 
as  a  question  between  our  manufacturers  and 
those  abroad,  or  between  our  own  country  and 
foreign  nations,  but  as  a  question  merely  be- 


tween our  own  manufacturers  on  the  one  side, 
and  all  the  remaining  classes  of  our  own  people 
on  the  other ;  and  that  whatever  could  be  with- 
held from  the  mechanic  was  not  to  be  lost  to 
the  nation — ^not  at  all,  but  only  divided  among 
the  farmers,  the  planters,  and  the  merchants. 
Then  there  was  the  cry  about  taxing  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few;  and  monopoly. 
But  what  had  chief  effect  in  destroying  our 
manufactures,  and  almost  bringing  us  back 
again  into  colonial  bondage,  was  that  theory  of 
foreign  speculative  writers  called  political  econ- 
omists. A  doctrine  which  is  now  mentioned, 
because  it  is  yet  adhered  to,  and  if  not  opposed, 
is  now  as  conclusive  gainst  the  bill  as  it  was 
in  1816  against  any  efficient  protection  of  do- 
mestic industry.  This  doctrine  teaches  that  all 
interference  like  the  present^by  legislation,  has 
merely  the  effect  to  force  capitiEd  from  one  em- 
ployment into  another.  That  this  forcing  can 
only  be  from  an  employment  more  productive 
into  an  employment  less  productive,  to  the 
certam  injury  of  the  community.  The  argu- 
ment prevailed.    We  have  seen  the  effects. 

Under  this  tariff  said  Mr.  T.,  first  went  all 
the  newly  erected  manufactures  of  earthen 
ware.  They  and  their  workmen  are  now  no 
more  talked  of  than  if  they  never  had  existed. 
In  the  saine  way  went  the  most  of  our  glass 
factories,  our  manufactures  of  white  and  red 
lead,  our  woollens,  our  hemp.  Domestic  iron 
has  lingered  a  while  longer,  and  still  holds  a 
feeble  existence,  dwindlmg  every  year,  and 
gradually  sinkii^f  under  foreign  importationa. 
All  the  devastations  and  losses  of  the  war  were 
nothing  compared  with  the  devastations  and 
losses  of  manufacturing  capital  under  the  tariff 
of  1816. 

Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  these  plain,  com- 
mon necessaries,  which  our  own  country  is  so 
competent  to  produce,  lead,  hemp,  earthen 
wares,  woollen  goods,'  and  unmanufactured 
iron,  we  go  on  paying  a  tribute  to  foreigners 
of  more  than  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  a 
year;  and,  from  a  visionary  fear  of  forcing 
capital  into  an  unproductive  channel,  by  pro- 
tecting domestic  industry,  we  have  ended^  by 
forcing  our  own  manufacturing  capital  into 
non-existence,  and  our  workmen  into  beggary. 
What  advantage  has  accrued  to  any  portion  of 
the  commuAty  to  compensate  for  this  loss) 
Who  is  benefited  ?  Kot  the  farmer.  His  share 
of  the  gains  from  the  suppression  of  manufac- 
tures is  only  to  have  the  produce  of  his  farm 
left  perishing  on  his  hands  for  want  of  a-mar- 
ket  As  little  has  the  merchant  gained,  whose 
profits  have  been  sinking  with  the  decay  of 
domestic  industry.  As  little  has  the  Grovem- 
ment  gained,  which,  twice,  in  time  of  peace, 
has  been  compelled  to  resort  to  loans  to  defray 
its  yearly  expenses. 

It  is  supposed,  said  Mr.  T.,  that,  during  the 
war,  our  manufacturer  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  of  the  country,  and  extorted  high 
prices;  and  that  now  he  may  be  enabled  to 
lay  his  neighbors  under  contributiany  and  ex- 
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tort  prices  ezactljr  in  proportion  to  theiiiOTease 
of  the  duties.  It  is  probable  enoiagh  that, 
doriDg  the  war,  an^  at  all  other  times,  our 
manu&ctorers  have  taken  the  highest  market 
prices  for  their  goods.  .Bnj  where  you  can 
bny  the  cheapest,  is  the  maxim  of  the  political 
economist,  without  inquiring  whether  yon  buy 
from  a  friend  or  an  enemy.  Whether  this 
maxim  is  right  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  that^ 
sell  where  yon  can  sell  the  highest,  has  been 
the  general  practice  of  every  seller  since  the 
world  began,  and  to  expect  otherwise,  is  to  ex- 
pect an  impracticable  refinement  in  the  morality 
of  trade,  and  useless,  even  if  it  were  practicable. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  objection  seems  founded 
on  a  totsJ  mistake  in  another  respect.  High 
duties  on  the  rival  imports  are  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  t^e  manufacturer  to  sell  his 
wares  high,  and  never  can  have  that  effect^  but 
precisely  the  opposite  effect  Mr.  T.  ffl>oke 
^nly  of  those  articles  which  can  be  made  at 
home  to  any  necessary  extent,  and  the  raw 
material  of  which  abounds  at  home.  It  is  pro- 
tection only  which  enables  the  manufacturer  to 
aell  them  cheaply.  And  protection  will  be 
found  invariably  to  have  that  effect  in  England, 
in  Fnmce,  in  this  country,  in  every  country 
that  we  know  oL  The  reason  why  protection 
from  foreign  rivals  should  be  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  cheapness  of  any  manufacture, 
need  not  be  accurately  inquired  into,  when  we 
know  the  invariable  fact  Perhaps  it  i&  that 
cheapness  depends  essentially  upon  the  assur- 
ance x>i  a  market;  a  steady  demand.  The 
ffreat  market,  the  home  market,  creates  this 
demand.  The  profito  of  business,  to  be  very 
small,  must  be  very  certain.  This  certainly 
can  never  be  had  without  an  exclusion  of  ac- 
cidental supplies.  Probably  an  auction  of  car- 
goeff  of  cotton  goods  every  month,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  best-established  cotton  manu- 
flEM)tory  in  England,  would,  in  two  years^  time, 
be  sufScient  to  break  it  down.  SucSi  exclusion 
is  peculiarly  necessary  to  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments when  beginning.  No  industry,  no 
skill,  no  economy,  can  hold  them  up  if  aban- 
doned by  their  Government,  and  left  exposed  to 
be  undersold  by  foreign  rivals,  who  know  that 
to  stop  them  is  to  destroy  them.  80  familiar 
is  this  to  the  two  greatest  manufacturing  nations 
of  the  world,  England  and  France,  that,  when 
they  mean  peculiarly  to  cherish  any  manufao- 
tore,  (which  tiiey  invariably  do,  every  manu- 
facture which  tilieir  people  are,  or  can  be  made 
competent  to,)  they  do  not  content  themselves 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent 
on  th«  foreign  rival  commodity,  but  they  im- 
pose a  duty  nearly  equal  to,  and  sometimes 
above,  the  value  of  the  article,  or  they  prohibit 
it  altogether. 

As  to  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  T.  observed, 
that,  on  cottcm  goods,  the  bill  left  the  duties 
as  it  found  them,  with  one  exception.  The 
minimum  valuation  of  imported  cloths  is  raised 
from  twenty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  to 
thirty-five  cents.    The  intent  is  to  give  protec- 


tion to  fabrics  superior  in  fineness,  by  two  or 
three  grades,  to  those  which  are  now  protected. 
As  to  the  very  lowest  priced  goods,  and  thoee  in 
the  second  and  third  grades  from  the  lowest, 
the  addition  here  propcSed  to  the  duty  is  merdj 
nominaL  Those  soods  will  never  be  imported. 
The^  duty,  as  to  l£em,  is  already  effectoaL  It 
is  clear  that  immense  benefits  have  aocniedto 
the  country  from  that  prohibition.  This  tiIup 
tion  of  thirty-five  cents  prohibits  no  cotton 
goods  which  may  not  be  fabricated  better  it 
home  than  any  imported,  and  cheaper,  too^ 
most  certainly,  as  soon  as  foreign  oompetitioa 
is  excluded,  and  never  before. 

A  specific  duty  is  proposed,  of  six  cents  per 
square  yard,  on  cotton  bagging.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  wai*,  which  excluded  import&> 
tions,  gave  to  Kentucky  and  other  Weeten 
States,  the  opportunity  to  supply  the  cottoor 
growers  with  bagging — a  traae  not  hurtful  to 
eitiier  side,  but  which  is  now  proirtarated.  Tbe 
duty  of  six  cents  is  intended  to  be  protective 
and  prohibitory,  and  to  gjve  to  those  States 
which  manufacture  the  bagging,  and  which 
consume  vast  quantities  of  cotton,  an  advantage 
corresponding  in  a  very  small  degree  with  the 
protecting  duty  enjoyed  by  the  cotton-growec 
of  three  cents  a  pound. 

As  to  the  specific  duties  on  sundry  aiticki 
of  hardware,  Mr.  T.  said  those  were  takoi 
chiefly  from  a  list  furnished  by  tJie  Secretaiyii 
the  Treasury,  some  years  ago,  in  answer  to  a 
call  from  the  House.  This  was  from  a  deara 
to  substitute  roecifio  duties  wherever  pra^ 
ticable»  Complaints  are  made,  that,  in  aome 
items,  the  change  proposed  will,  be  incofi- 
venient  If  the  committee  think  so,  theae  win 
be  struck  out 


Thubsdat,  February  12. 
Tha  Tariff  Bin. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
tiie  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  impc^ 

The  question  pending,  from  yesterday,  ▼» 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stnkjng 
out  the  words  following,  viz:  **Cli  all  foreign 
distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  upon  tib 
duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  additioi 
thereto." 

Mr.  WiGKLiFFB,  of  Kentucky,  first  roae,  in 
continuation  of  the  debate  on  this  motkA, 
which  he  considered  as  involving  the  great 
principle  of  this  bill,  and  particularly  so  &ras 
it  affected  that  section  of  the  Union  which  be 
represented — ^a  consideration  which,  he  hoped, 
would  excuse  his  troubling  the  oonomittee  at 
this  time.  Looking  at  the  contents  of  this  bill, 
at  the  province  of  the  committee  which  report- 
ed it,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been 
supported,  he  regarded  it  as  a  bill  intended  f^ 
the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  not  ^  ^ 
seemed  to  be  considered  by  the  8i^>portiesn  oJ 
the  motion,  as  a  commercial  or  a  revenue  bill 
Mi.  W.  said  he  was  himself  disposed,  by  i&- 
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creasing  the  duties  on  imports,  to  extend  to 
the  infant  mannfaotores  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  encouragement  of  its  induatrj,  all  the  pro- 
tection that  can  be  given  to  them.  But,  whilst 
he  would  do  this,  he  was  not  disposed,  by  over- 
doing this  encouragement,  to  be  led  into  a  state 
of  things  which  would  necessarily  result  in  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  internal  taxation 
in  the  country.  He  did  not  believe,  he  said, 
th&t  the  Union  is  prepared,  at  this  time,  for 
that  state  of  tilings.  He  spoke  with  great  con- 
fidence for  that  portion  of  it  by  whose  kindness 
he  had  now  the  privilege  of  addressing  the 
House.  However  anxious  the  people  of  that 
part  of  the  country  might  be  to  proiflote  the 
mterests  of  domestic  manufactures,  they  were 
not  prepared  to  go  the  length  which  some  gen- 
tlemen, not  in  debate  on  this  floor,  indeed,  but 
in  private  conversation,  had  seemed  to  intimate 
that  this  measure  would  carry  us.  They,  said 
Mr.  W.,  have  no  fondness  for  your  excisemen 
and  tax-gatherers.  They  learned  a  song  in 
1798,  the  memory  of  which  they  yet  cherish, 
the  chorus  of  which  is  *^Liben^  and  no  Ex- 
cise 1"  In  time  of  war,  he  said,  they  would 
oheerfbUy  submit  to  the  burdens  of  internal 
taxation,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
armies  and  navies  of  the  country ;  but,  in  time 
of  peace,  they  would  as  soon  welcome  a  real 
blue-light  man  among  them,  as  an  exciseman. 
They  would  as  soon  hail,  as  brothers,  those 
'^just  men  made  perfect^"  who,  after  having,  by 
their  entangling  commercial  relations,  broiu^ht 
the  country  into  a  war,  seemed  to  think  that 
the  machhiery  of  our  Gk>vemment  was  not 
competent  to  its  successftd  prosecution. 


TuBBDAT,  February  17. 
The  Tatriff  Bill 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condigt  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting 
the  duties  on  unports. 

The  question  pending  from  the  last  day  of 
sitting,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbent  to 
strike  out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six 
cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  Uti^ing  im- 
portea — 

Mr.  MoDtimx  commenced  a  speech  of  half 
an  hour,  in  favor  of  striking  oui  this  clause  of 
the  biU,  by  stating  the  grave  and  solemn  feel- 
ings with  which  l£is  discussion  impressed  him, 
however  slight  the  subject  might,  at  first  view, 
appear.  He  perfectdy  agreed,  he  said,  with  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that,  in  the  legislation  of 
this  country,  the  most  scrupulous  regiurd  should 
he  h^  to  the  general  harmony ;  but  he  put  it 
to  the  Speaker,  whether  it  was  not  the  intro- 
dnction  of  such  a  bill  which  was  like  to  disturb 
that  harmony,  rather  than  its  discussion,  &c. 
Bj  the  course  of  this  discussion,  said  Mr.  McD., 
-we  are  admonished  that  this  subject  does  not 


question  for  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  or  for  maintaining  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country.  It  is  not  a  question 
which  is  urged  upon  us  on  national  grounds  at 
all,  but  it  is  a  question  distinctly  arraying 
against  each  other  the  interests  of  two  different 
sections  of  the  confederacy.  All  the  arguments 
by  which  the  proposed  duty  is  supported  have 
been,  therefore,  and  necessarily  must  be,  of  a 
sectional  character.  When  gentlemen  are  at- 
tempting, by  legislation,  to  affect  the  interests 
Qf  two  sections  of  the  Union  relatively  to  each 
other,  how  can  they  throw  upon  us  the  respon- 
sibility of  that  feeling  which  the  discussion 
may  excite  t  But,  Mr.  McD.  said,  however  he 
might  feel  on  the  occasion,  he  wotud  not  permit 
his  feelings  to  enter  into  the  discussion.  He 
should  appeal  to  the  judgment,  candor,  and 
liberality  of  the  committee;  and,  if  the  im- 
policy of  the  proposed  tax  could  not  be  sus- 
tained by  argument  on  that  appeal,  he  would 
abandon  altogether  his  opposition  to  it. 

Adverting  to  the  suggestion  that  the  culture 
of  cotton  has  been  brought  into  existence  and 
sustained  by  protecting  duties,  Mr.  McD.  said, 
with  whatever  pleasure  he  listened  to  tiie  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen,  and  their  statements  of 
facts,  his  patience  almost  forsook  him  when 
this  strange  position  was  attempted  to  be  main- 
tained. To  tell  him  that  the  culture  of  cotton 
ever  had  been  protected  by  the  legislation  of 
the  Gk>vemment,  was  to  insult  his  understand- 
inff.  Estunating  the  average  value  of  cotton, 
where  it  is  grown,  at  twenty-five  cents,  the 
duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  cotton  being 
three  cents  per  pound,  was  in  fact  only  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent  ad  valorem,  less  than  the 
average  duty  laid  on  all  other  objects  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  alone,  and  could  therefore 
not  be  regarded,  either  in  intention  or  in  iBc% 
as  a  protecting  duty.  The  fact  was,  that,  from 
the  moment  its  culture  sprung  into  existence  in 
this  country,  it  had  defied  all  competition — 
there  never  had  been  a  moment  in  which  it 
would  not  have  defied  competition  with  the 
cotton  of  any  country  on  earth.  Was  cotton 
raised,  in  the  beginning,  for  the  use  of  our  own 
manufactories,  or  for  any  purpose  in  which 
foreign  cotton  could  come  in  competition  with 
it  within  the  United  States?  No.  From  the 
beginning  it  had  been  raised  for  exportation. 
The  duty  did  not  operate  upon  the  culture  of 
cotton  any  more  ef&ctually  than  if  it  did  not 
exist.  A  bounty  on  exportation  only  could 
afford  any  protection  to  the  cultivation  of  it^ 
and  he  concluded  this  part  of  his  observations, 
by  repeating  that  the  cotton  of  the  country 
never  has  been  protected. 

But,  Mr.  Met),  continued,  the  Speal^  had 
laid  down  a  principle  in  respect  to  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  bagging,  which,  in  his  view, 
established  the  impolicy  of  protecting  this  ar- 
ticle, viz :  that  it  required  but  simple  and  un- 
expensive  machineiy,  and  that  establishments 
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bill  were  passed,  the  "Western  country  would 
in  one  year  be  able  to  furnish,  if  necessary, 
twenty  millions  of  yards  of  the  article.  Now, 
what  is  the  principle  on  which  protecting  duties 
are  justified?  What  is  this  principle,  as  as- 
sumed by  the  Speaker  himself?  what  is  the 
principle  on  which  such  duties  have  been  here- 
tofore advocated  on  this  floor  and  every  where 
eke  ?  It  is,  that  the  manufacture  proposed  to 
be  protected  requires  large  investments  of 
capital,  complicated  machinery,  length  of  time 
to  bring  it  to  perfection,  &c..  whach  causes 
require  protection,  to  prevent  the  manufacture 
from  being  prostrated  in  its  infancy.  In  the 
present  case,  no  such  ground  was  taken.  Even 
the  article  of  cotton  fluctuates  in  price  from  ten 
to  twenty  cents  per  pound,  and  so  do  all  other 
articles  which  are  employed  in  conmierce. 
But  had  it  ever  been  the  policy  of  any  country, 
was  it  the  policy  of  this,  to  sustain  manufactures 
against  fluctuations  such  as  this,  to  which  all 
the  pursuits  of  life  are  liable  ?  No;  it  was  ex- 
tensive, complicated,  and  costly  manufactures, 
only,  which  required  protection,  &c. 

Mr.  McD.  here  examined  and  controverted 
the  argument  that  the  consumer,  and  not  the 
power  of  the  cotton,  paid  the  duty  on  the 
bagging.  The  price  oi  cotton  depended,  he 
argued,  on  the  competition  in  foreign  markets, 
and  not  on  the  cost  of  the  bagging  in  which  it 
is  baled ;  if  the  bagging  Were  to  cost  a  hundred 
dollars  for  each  bag,  it  would  not  raise  the 
price  of  our  cotton  abroad,  because  foreign 
cotton  would,  when  it  began  to  rise  above  a 
certain  vdue,  come  into  successful  competition 
with  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he  said, 
that  the  whole  additional  cost  of  the  bagging 
would  fall  on  those  who  make  the  cotton. 

The  argument  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  duty  would  be  reciprocal,  by 
the  cotton  of  the  South  being  received  in  the 
West  in  exchange  for  the  bagging,  Mr.  McD. 
pronounced  to  be  an  illusive  calculation,  and 
made  some  observations  to  show  that  the  part 
of  the  country  which  he  represented  was 
already  tributary  to  Kentucky  for  her  produce, 
for  which  his  constituents  paid  in  specie,  and 
not  in  cotton,  &c.  The  tax  would  be  an  ac- 
commodation of  the  West  wholly  at  the  expense 
of  the  South,  if  it  even  enabled  them  to  supply 
the  bagging.  But,  he  added,  that  the  Soutifi 
could  not  tfiJce  their  bagging.  The  expense  of 
its  transportation  from  Kentucky  would  be 
two  or  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  its  trans- 
portation from  Dundee  or  Inverness,  and  that 
alone  would  give  the  latter  an  advantage  over 
the  former,  unless  the  duty  on  importation 
should  amount  to  an  actual  prohibition. 

It  ^^  been  already  well  remarked,  that  the 
proposftion  for  this  duty  introduces  a  principle 
mto  legislation  which  never  existed  before  here, 
and  which,  he  ventured,to  say,  had  never  before 
been  introduced  into  the  legidation  of  any  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  What  is  it  ?  The 
protection  of  manufactures  ?  No ;  not  the  pro; 
tection,  but  the  creation  of  manufiEictures.    " 


called  upon  gentlemen  to  show,  in  the  lushnj 
of  the  world,  an  instance  in  whidi  soy  natioa 
had  passed  a  law  to  create  a  new  sort  of  indos- 
try — to  give  being  to  what  did  not  already  ex- 
ist If  this  was  an  article  of  primary  necessitj, 
in  a  national  view,  or  connected  with  the  4 
fence  of  the  country,  &c.,  he  would  go  as  £ff 
as  any  one  in  support  of  it.  But,  as  a  qnestioii 
of  political  economy,  he  argued,  you  can  only 
protect  what  exists.  Here,  he  said,  was  u 
issue  between  hemp  and  cotton.  What  k 
cotton?  A  large  item  in  commerce;  it  h« 
formed,  for  a  number  of  years,  on  an  avotge, 
one-third  part  of  the  exports  of  the  oomiti;. 
It  is  an^rticle  of  weight,  and  bulk  also,  and  it 
had,  therefore,  contributed  one-third  of  aDttut 
our  commerce  has  done  to  support  the  navil 
power  of  the  country.  And  now  Congress  were 
called  upon  to  adopt  a  system  whidi  was  1o 
strike  from  existence  that  item,  and,  indeed, 
every  other  article  of  exportation— for,  he  «»• 
tended,  on  the  principles  of  this  bill,  Congreii 
could  not  stop,  until  every  article  of  consoop- 
tion  was  protected.  And  what,  said  he,  vi 
be  the  result  t  You  annihilate  the  commata 
of  the  United  States.  The  principles  of  thi 
bill  went  to  an  extent  never  before  proposed. 
In  reference  to  the  particular  article  now  undff 
consideration,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
jeopardize  the  great  interests  of  the  cotln- 
growing  country — ^to  sacrifice  an  interest  vhkli 
had  contributed  to  the  weidti^  of  the  Um 
and  mainly  to  the  growth  of  the  commerdsl 
emporium  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  mise^ 
able  calculation  of  hemp  and  cotton  baggn^ 
which  never  had  any  place  in  t^e  prodnctirt 
conmierce  of  the  country.  K*tliere  was  ibj 
value  in  the  policy  of  protection,  let  it  he  ooe- 
fined,  at  least,  to  what  exists.  Let  us  bold  bi 
to  the  sources  of  our  wealth,  the  means  of  ov 
revenue,  instead  of  attempting  to  protect  tbit 
which  has  no  existence. 

After  replying  to  the  argument  of  the  Speak- 
er, respecting  the  effect  of  competition,  a^ 
contending  that  the  argument  was  &tal  to  ^ 
very  duty,  Mr.  McD.  called  upon  gentlemej 
from  those  States  which  have  no  partidir 
interest  in  the  article  under  discussion,  inToldrg 
them,  by  the  highest  considerations,  to  inter* 
pose  to  preserve  one  interest  of  this  counoy 
from  being  sacrificed  to  the  other.  He  trosttd 
they  would  decide  upon  it  justly,  and  without 
regard  to  any  principle  of  compromise.  Ha 
knew  there  were  some  members  of  the  Hoa» 
who  were  disposed  for  the  protection  of  exfetr 
ing  manufactures,  who  would  not  vote  fw  this: 
and  he  trusted  that  a  general  odium  would  not 
be  cast  on  the  bill  by  retaining  in  it  such  dsos» 
as  this,  which  do  not  properly  belong  to  ^ 


Satusdat,  February  28. 
Ohio  and  MimsHppi  Hwen, 
Mr.  Henbt,  of  Kentucky,  firom  the  Oonni^- 
r.  w--^tee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  refated 
HeTthe  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Tmiea 
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States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Engineers,  on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  hj  a  bill  "  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  dykes  and  sluices  to  be  constructed, 
for  the  purpose  of  navigation  at  the  lowest 
stage  of  the  water,  upon  certain  bars  in  the 
Ohio  River,  to  remove  planters,  sawyers,  and 
snags,  from  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed*  The 
report  is  as  follows :] 

It  U  known  that  the  great  rivers  Ohio  and  MiBais- 
sippi  are  the  principal  commercial  oatlets  of  the  vast 
and  fertile  regioxu  west  of  the  Alleghany  moontaina ; 
and  it  must  be  obvious  that  whatever  tends  to  ob- 
struct or  endanger  the  navigation  of  those  streams, 
cannot  be  regarded  with  indifference  by  that  portion 
of  onr  people  whose  interests  are  thus  seriously  and 
vitally  affected*  Your  committee  have,  therefore, 
faithnilly  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  causes  and 
actual  condition  of  the  obstacles,  whether  temporary 
or  permanent,  which  now,  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year,  prevent  all  navigation  upon  one  of  those 
Rivers ;  and,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  impair  the 
security  of  navigating  the  other.  For  this  purpose 
they  have  availed  Siemselves  of  every  source  of 
infoimation  in  their  power;  and  have  carefully  ex- 
amined the  **  Report  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers,"  made  by  General  Bernard,  and  Major  Totten 
of  the  Engineer  Corps,  which  Is  printed  in  the  third 
volume  of  Executive  papers,  transmitted  by  &e  Presi- 
dent during  the  second  sesuon  of  the  Seventeenth 
Ck>ngres8. 

In  relation  to  the  Ohio,  your  oommittee  have  as- 
certained that  there  are,  between  the  falls  and  the 
mouth,  twenty-one  bars  crossing  its  channel,  which 
render  it  impassable  by  steamboats,  during  six 
months  of  the  year ;  and  that  six  of  these  bars,  at 
the  lowest  stages,  preclude  the  passage  of  all  vessels 
drawing  three  feet  of  water.  To  .the  bars  last  men- 
tioned our  attention  has  been  particularly  directed ; 
believing  it  to  be  the  better  poUcy  to  leave  the  falls, 
at  LouisviUe,  and  the  migority  of  the  bars,  to  be 
comprehended  iu  some  more  extensive  scheme  of  in- 
ternal improvement 

The  six  bars  which,  in  our  opinion,  fall  within  the 
ran^  of  our  present  policy,  are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowmg  descriptions,  viz : 

1st.  A  mile  and  a  quarter  below  Flint  Island,  the 
river  is  obstructed  by  a  sand-bar,  of  about  1,200 
yards  in  length  ;  for  the  distance  of  860  yards 
there  are  three  and  a  half  feet  of  water;  for  240 
yards,  but  two  feet ;  and  for  the  remaining  distance 
of  600  yards  three  and  a  half  feet  The  shoalest 
part  is  also  the  narrowest,  the  breadth  being  about 
180  yards. 

2d.  Two  miles  above  French  Island,  there  is  a 
sand-bar  of  about  200  yards  in  length,  and  on  which 
only  from  20  inches  to  two  feet  of  water  afe  to  be 
foimd. 

8d.  The  bar  below  Henderson  is  fifty  yards  long ; 
the  channel  fifty  yards  wide ;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  two  and  a  half  feet 

4th.  The  bar  below  Straight  Island  consists  of  two 
parts,  one  of  compact,  and  the  other  of  moving  sand. 
The  length  of  the  bar  is  160  yards;  the  breadth  of 


the  channel  about  40  yards;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  is  two  and  a  half  feet 

5th.  Below  Willow  Island  (in  the  Mississippi 
Bend)  is  a  sand  bank,  on  which  the  depth  of  water 
is  two  and  a  half  feet;  the  length  of  the  bar  is 
100  yards;  and  the  breadth  of  the  channel  about 
50  yards. 

6th.  Opposite  to  Lower  Smithland,  and  below 
Cumberland  Island,  tliere  is  a  bar  of  moving  sand; 
its  length  is  80  yards,  and  the  depth  over  it  two 
feet 

In  addition  to  the  impediments  above  described, 
there  is  another  of  a  different  kind,  which  deserves 
to  be  mentioned,  viz :  On  the  right  side  of  the  river, 
(below  the  mouth  of  Deer  Creek,)  about  fifteen  yards 
from  the  bank,  there  is  a  rock  fifty  feet  long,  parallel 
with  the  shore,  fifteen  feet  broad,  and  rising  fifreen 
feet  above  the  surface  of  thd  water,  at  its  lowest 
stage.  In  times  of  flood,  this  rock,  covered  by  a  few 
feet  of  water,  is  veiy  dangerous,  and  can  only  be 
avoided  by  accident  or  by  skilful  pilotage. 

The  most  eligible  means  of  pnxlucing  the  uniform 
depth  of  three  feet  over  the  bars  above  mentioned,  is 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Engineer  Corps^ 
already  referred  to,  viz :  the  construction  of  dykes, 
which,  by  confining  the  current  to  a  particular  chan- 
nel, will  necessarily  swell  the  volume,  and  increase 
the  depth  of  the  water.  These  dykes  are  ordinarily 
formed  by  rows  of  piles,  driven  witii  force  into  the 
bed  of  the  stream,  and  strongly  wattied  together; 
the  spaces  between  the  rows  being  fill0d  with  dioh 
rough  and  flat  paving-stones  as  the  neighborhood 
can  supply.  The  piles,  bemg  elevated  a  littie  above 
low  water,  the  rises  of  the  river,  whether  partial  or 
general,  pass  over  them  without  ii^ory.  As  the 
dykes  must  extend,  with  the  exception  of  the  sluice, 
quite  across  the  river,  the  length  of  the  whole  when 
added  together,  may  be  estimated  at  about  four  miles 
and  a  half.  The  expense  of  this  improvement  will  be 
very  inoonsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  perma- 
nent benefits  which  must  flow  from  it  to  the  industri- 
CUB  and  adventurous  people  who  inhabit  tiie  shores 
of  this  great  river,  and  its  tributary  streams,  and 
have  no  other  vent  for  the  bulky  prodnotions  of  their 
industiy. 

The  danger  arising  from  the  rock  below  the 
mouth  of  Peer  Creek,  should,  iu  our  opinion,  be 
averted,  by  the  erection  of  a  beacon  upon  it,  of  suffi- 
cient elevation  to  be  always  visible  above  the  highest 
floods. 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  difficulties  which 
embarrass  the  navigation  of  the  MiBsissippL  These 
arise  frt>m  the  impetuosity  of  its  current,  and  the  al- 
most entire  absence  of  rock  on  its  shores,  fit)m  St 
Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Hence,  its  constant  effort  to 
change  its  coyse ;  and  hence  the  frequent  submer- 
sion of  whole  acres  of  land,  covered  with  trees  of  the 
most  gigantic  growth.  Of  the  trees  which  are  thua 
precipitated  into  the  river,  some  are  borne  off  by  the 
stream ;  some  lodge  upon  the  shores  in  great  masses, 
where  they  form  what  are  called  "rahs;*'  others 
become  fixed,  at  one  end,  in  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
whilst  the  other  end  inclines  towards  the  surface; 
sometimes  appearing  above  it,  sometimes  concealed 
below  it  When  they  are  so  fixed  as  to  preserve  an 
immovable  position,  they  are  called  "planters;" 
but  when  they  play  up  and  down  with  restiess  vibra- 
tion, now  yield&g  to  the  pressure  of  the  stream,  and 
again  rebounding  firom  beneath  it,  they  are  caUed 
••  sawyera" 
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These  terrible  obstacles  have  been  the  caneea  of 
much  calamity  to  the  people  of  the  West.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  awful  occasion  which  consigned,  in 
the  brief  space  of  five  minutes,  a  large  number  of  hu- 
man  beings  on  board  the  steamboat  Tennessee,  to  a 
wateiy  grave ;  to  say  nothing  of  a  thousand  sunilar 
accidents,  differing  only  in  the  degree  of  horror,  the 
annual  loss  of  property  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent. upon  the  whole  amount  which  is 
hazarded  upon  the  river.  But  can  these  difficulties 
be  removed  ?  Of  this  we  have  no  doubt  Between 
Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge,  there  are  now  fewer  rafts^ 
planters,  and  sawyers,  than  formerly;  and  between 
Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans,  they  are  rarely  to  be 
seen.  Below  Baton  Rouge  the  forest  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  cultivated  fields,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
river  to  encroach  upof  its  shores,  is  counteracted  by 
artificial  embankments.  This  description  of  dyke,  we 
are  aware,  will  never  be  attempted  for  commercial 
purposes  alone.  To  a  combination  of  the  future  pro- 
prietors of  the  shores,  for  their  own  security  and  ad- 
vantage, we  are  to  look  for  the  consummation  of  this 
desirable  improvement,  by  its  extension  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  entirely 
practicable,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  by  the 
aid  of  suitable  machineiy,  to  raise  the  trees  which 
now  obstruct  the  channel,  and  to  saw  them  off  at  a 
proper  depth.  The  labor  may  be  great,  in  the  first 
mstance,  to  remove  the  wreck  of  centuries ;  and  it 
ma^  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  prostrate  all 
lunQar  impediments  which  may  intervene.  But  when 
the  Ibrests  shall  be  entirely  cleared,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivation,  for  supplies  of  fuel  to  steam- 
boats, or  for  the  immense,  and  still  augmenting  con- 
sumption of  New  Orleans,  th^  frightful  and  for- 
midable enemies  of  Western  enterprise'  will  gradually 
disappear,  tmtil  it  will  be  as  rare  to  see  "  a  sawyer,  a 
planter,  or  a  raft,"  above  Baton  Rouge,  as  it  is  now 
to  find  one  below  it 

The  committee  have  had  access  to  no  data  which 
could  enable  them  to  determine,  with  accuracy,  the 
probable  expopse  of  the  improvements  above  sug- 
gested. Indeed,  the  vexy  nature  of  the  proposed  un- 
deitaking  forbids  the  application  ofany  ordmaiy  rule 
c^  calculation.  Yoni  committee  would,  however, 
suggest  the  expediency  of  dividing  those  rivers  into 
precincts,  and  tiiat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  employ  supervisors  for  each  precinot^ 
binding  each  by  contract  to  perform  the  services 
which  may  be  assigned  to  him ;  and  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  improvements  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropi- 

ated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted* 

The  Tariff  BUI— Iron. 

The  Honse  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
xnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  a  revision 
of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports — 

Mr.  FuLLEB,  of  MaasaohnsettS)  opened  the 
disoQssion  to-day,  by  a  motion  to  strike  out 
from  the  first  section  so  much  as  imposes  a 
duty  of  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents  per  owt. 
on  ftoRf  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manu&ctured  by 
rolling. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Fullbb  ob- 
served that  iron  was  an  article  of  far  more  gen- 
eral importance  than  cotton  bagging  or  wheat, 


which  had  recently  occupied  so  much  attention. 
Every  man  in  the  United  States,  of  whsterer 
occupation,  was  more  or  less  interested  in  ob- 
taining the  best  quality,  at  the  lowest  price. 
In  every  village  a  blacksmith  was  an  artkaa  id- 
dispensable  alike  to  the  fimner  and  the  loe- 
chanic;  and  in  the  manufacturing  estabM- 
ments  of  cotton  and  wool,  a  large  oonsomptio& 
of  iron,  in  machineiy,  was  annually  neeeaeai^. 
To  every  farmer  and  mechanic,  therefore,  wd 
Mr.  F.,  this  increased  duty  w&  oanse  a  oo^ 
respoi^ng  increase  of  prico  for  their  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  of  their  le^iectiTfl 
mechanic  arts.  But  of  all  the  dass^  of  tk 
community  who  must  fee!  the  pressors  of  this 
new  burden^  the  ship-builder  must  suffer  most 
The  average  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  anoe 
the  year  1810,  is,  probably,  in  round  nmn^ 
at  least  one  million  three  hundred  thoossod 
tons-;  of  which  at  least  one-tenth,  bj  sum 
estimates  one-seventh,  is  the  t^nnnal  diminatian 
by  marine  losses  or  decay ;  consequently,  ^ 
amount  must  be  annually  replaced  by  the  9hi^ 
builders.  Four  tons  of  h*on  in  every  hundred 
tons,  one-tenth,  to  take  the  smallest  smooDt, 
of  shipping  necessary  to  replace  the  amraal  eoof 
sumption,  amounts  to  five  thousand  two  ban- 
dred  tons  of  iron  annually  employed  in  ship- 
building, upon  which  the  proposed  duly  amoonts 
to  $116,500,  which  is  more  than  the  presest 
duty  by  $88,883,  a  very  great  addition  to  i 
buiden  already  as  much  as  can  be  sostaisei 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  thil, 
while  the  burden  of  the  new  duty  is  oo-extea- 
sive  with  the  United  States,  the  bienefit  intend- 
ed to  result  from  it  will  be  confined  to  only  ogc 
or  two,  at  most  to  three,  of  the  States;  fu-  tk 
greater  part  will  be  confined  to  the  State  of 
Pehnsvlvania  alone.  Most  sincerely  do  I  wislit 
said  JAt.  F.,  that  the  citizens  of  that  req)6etaUe 
State  could  have  all  they  expect,  and  more^if 
it  could  be  accorded  to  them  without  this  im- 
mense sacrifice  by  the  citizena  of  the  otbff 
States.  It  is  true,  there  are  iron  manufactoria 
in  other  States,  but  we  have  lately  heard,  from 
the  honorable  Speaker,  that  those  in  the  West- 
em  States  need  no  protection ;  and  those  in  lk 
Northern  States  are  satisfied,  as  fiar  as  I  am  i3> 
formed,  with  the  present  duty. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pem^ylvaiua,  follov«d 
Mr.  FuLLBB.  He  raid  that  the  duty  1901^  ^ 
iron,  according  to  the  existing  tariff  was  %\^ 
per  ton.  This  biU  proposes  to  increase  it  to 
|2B  60-— and  the  question  for  the  committee  to 
decide,  was  the  policy  of  this  measure. 

It  has  been  contended,  sud  Mr.  B.,  by  the 
gentleman  from  ^Massachusetts,  (Mr.  FvllesJ 
that  bar  iron  might  be  considered  as  almost  a 
raw  material.  If  that  gentleman  intended  to 
convey  the  idea,  that  the  manufacture  of  this 
article  requires  but  little  capital,  he  is  entirely 
mistaken.  The  man  who  expects  to  prosecot^ 
it  with  success,  ought  not  only  to  possess  a  cob- 
siderable  active  capital,  but  a  large  body  « 
land  covered  with  timber.  Before  the  ore  » 
manufactured  into  bar  iron,  it  undeigoes  tvo 
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distinct  processea,  at  different  factories.  At  the 
farnace  it  is  converted  into  pig  metal,  which, 
in  the  forge,  is  manufactnred  into  bar  iron. 
These  factories  are  generally  distinct,  and  each 
of  them  requires  a  large  capital.  I^  therefore, 
you  suffer  the  manufactories  of  iron  to  be  de- 
stroyed, and  the  capital  invested  in  them  to  be 
diverted  into  other  channels,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  restore  tiiem,  when  the  necessities  of  the 
country  may  demand  such  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Fuir 
lbb)  has  alleged  that  the  manufacturers  of  iron, 
in  Pennsylvania,  are  now  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. It  is  true,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a  few  of 
the  ironmasters,  who  had  acquired  sufficient 
wealdi  to  survive  the  general  wreck  in  which 
a  liurge  proportion  of  that  class  of  our  citizens 
has  been  involved,  have  been  able  to  support 
themselves.  This,  however,  has  been  the  case 
only  with  respect  to  those  who  reside  at  some, 
distance  from  the  seacoast,  and  in  a  neighbor- 
hood in  which  there  is  a  demand  for  all  the 
iron  they  can  manufacture.  Foreign  iron,  be- 
fore it  can  come  into  competition  with  theirs, 
must,  in  addition  to  the  present  duty,  pay  the 
expense  of  transportation  into  the  country. 
Such  individuals,  by  the  ruin  of  rival  manufac- 
turers, and  by  th*e  consequent  destruction  of 
domestic  competition  withm  their  sphere,  have 
become  the  monopolists  of  their  neighboring 
markets.  In  tUs  manner,  the  farmer  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  much  oreater  price  for  his  iron, 
than  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  if  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  the  Government  would  recall 
into  existence  those  rival  manufactories  which 
have  sunk  under  its  neglect.  What,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  the  condition  of  those  manufacturers 
resi^g  in  the  interior,  who  have  no  market  at 
home,  but  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  Atlan- 
tic cities?  As  it  regards  them,  the  picture  is 
reversed.  In  addition  to  the  first  cost  of  their 
iron,  they  are  compelled  to  incur  the  expense  of 
transporting  it  to  a  market  where  it  comes  into 
competition  with. that  from  Bussia  and  Swe- 
den. Such  ironmasters,  under  the  present 
tariff^  must  inevitably  be  ruined,  if  they  ^ould 
continue  in  the  business.  They  would  lose 
upon  every  ton  of  iron  which  they  manufac- 
ture. The  consequence  has  been,  that  most  of 
them,  in  this  situation,  have  been  compelled  to 
stop. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  traveller,  if  he  had  gone 
into  the  interior  and  mountainous  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
found  a  great  number  of  famaces  and  forges  in 
Active  operation.  Their  owners  were  not  only 
pr(^erous  themselves,  but  they  spread  pros- 
perity aroxmd  them.  These  manufactories  pre- 
sented the  best  and  surest  market  to  the  neigh- 
boring country,  for  the  products  Of  ^priculture. 
Thus,  they  diffused  wealth  among  the  people, 
money  circulated  freely,  and  the  manuueturer 
and  the  farmer  were  equally  benefited. 

The  present  aspect  of  those  districts  presents 
a  melancholy  contrast  to  that  which  I  have 
Just  described.    It  is  a  just  comment  upon  the 


policy  of  that  ooimtry,  which  will  not  afford  a 
reasonable  protection  to  its  own  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  thereby  gives  to  foreigners  a  decid- 
ed preference  in  its  markets.  Although  that 
portion  of  Pennsylvania  abounds  with  ore,  with 
wood,  and  with  water  power,  yet  its  manufac- 
tories generally  have  sunk  into  ruin,  and  exist 
only  as  standing  monuments  of  the  false  policy 
of  the  Government.  The  manufacturers  and 
their  laborers  have  both  been  thrown  out  of 
employment,  and  the  neighboring  farmer  is 
without  a  market. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  records  of  your  Govern- 
ment prove,  conclusively,  that  foreign  iron  is 
rapidly  driving  domestic  competition  out  of  the 
market.  In  the  year  1819, 16,241  tons  of  for- 
eign hammered  iron  .were  imported.  In  the 
year  1822,  it  had  increased  to '26,508  tons. 
What  it  was  during  the  last  year,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  with  precision,  but  I  am 
informed,  that  it  has  been  r^ularly  progressing 
in  the  same  proportion.  *  Thus,  we  perceive, 
that,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years,  the  in- 
crease has  been  more- than  ten  thousand  tons. 

Can  any  statesman,  said  Mr.  B.,  regard  this 
process  with  indifference  ?  Is  it  tiie  policy  of 
this  nation  to  suffer  the  manufacture  of  iron  to 
be  destroyed?  Can  anygentieman  for  a  mo- 
ment sanction  such  an  opinion  ?  No  nation  can 
be  perfectiy.  independent,  which  depends  upon 
foreign  countries  for  its  supply  of  iron.  It  is 
an  article  equally  necessary  in  peace  and  in 
war.  Without  a  plentiful  supply  of  it^  we  can- 
not provide  for  the  common  defence.  Can  we 
so  soon  have  forgotten  the  lesson  which  expe- 
rience taught  us,  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain?  Our  foreign  supply  was  then 
cut  of^  and  we  could  not  manufacture  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  the  increased  domestic  de- 
mand. The  price  of  the  artide  became  extrav- 
agant, and  both  the  Government  and  the  agri- 
oulturist  were  compelled  to  pay  double  the  sum 
for  which  they  might  have  purchased  it,  had  its 
manuflacture,  before  that  period,  been  encour- 
aged by  proper  protecting  duties.  We  cannot 
now  always  expect  to  remain  at  peace ;  and  the 
only  means  of  securing  to  ourselves,  in  time  of 
war,  an  abundant  supply  of  this  necessary  arti- 
cle, at  a  cheap  rate,  is  to  encourage  its  manu- 
facture, whilst  we  are  on  terms  of  friendship 
with  all  nations. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufacturers  of  iron? 
Not  a  prohibitory  duty,  as  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Fulleb)  seems  to  suppose, 
which  will  exclude  foreign  iron  from  our  mar- 
ket. We  wish  only  to  infuse  into  our  own 
manufactures  sufficient  vigor  to  enable  them  to 
struggle  against  foreign  competition.  Protec- 
tion, not  prohibition,  is  our  object.  The  reve- 
nue which  the  counlry  at  present  derives  from 
foreign  iron  will,  for  several  years  at  least,  be 
increased  by  the  proposed  additional  duty;  and 
at  the  same  time  a  most  important  branch  of 
our  domestic  industry  will  be  gradually  cher- 
ished.   For  the  proof  of  this  assertion,  I  refer 
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to  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary,  in  his  annnal  report^  during  the  last 
session,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  In  it  he 
distinctly  declares  "  that  the  dnties  npon  glass 
and  paper,  npon  iron  and  lead,  and  npon  all 
articles  composed  of  the  two  latter  materials," 
may  be  increased,  **  with  a  view  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenue."  His  report  during 
the  present  session  shows  that  he  still  entertains 
the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  revenue  was  at  this  time  an  im- 
portant consideration.  In  the  imposition  of 
new  duties,  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the 
Treasury.  Notwithstanding  the  siren  notes 
which  we  have  heard  on  this  floor  concerning 
the  prosperous  condition  of  our  revenue,  we 
know  that  we  are  in  debt  about  ninetv  millions 
of  dollars ;  a  great  part  of  which  will  become 
payable  before  our  ordinary  resources  will  ena- 
ble us  to  extinguish  it  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  his 
opinion  that^  should  this  bill  pass,  with  a  very 
few  amendments,  it  Would  for  some  years  con- 
siderably increase  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
and  assist  in  enabling  us  to  discharge  our  nsr 
tional  debt  The  proper  occasion,  however, 
has  not  yet  arrived  for  such  a  general  investi- 
gation. 

As  it  regards  the  article  of  iron,  we  may 
fiurly  infer,  from  the  history  of  its  importation, 
that  the  proposed  addition  to  the  duty' will  in- 
crease tiie  revenue.  In  determining  this  ques- 
tion, we  should  inquire  whether  the  foreign 
importation  is  increasing  under  the  existing 
tariff;  and  if  so,  whether  slowly  or  rapidly. 
According  to  this  advance,  we  may  proportion 
the  additional  duty,  always  keeping  within  rea- 
sonable limits.  We  find  that  in  three  years  the 
increase  has  been  more  than  ten  thousand  tons. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  the  revenue 
win  be  augmented  until  the  quantity  imported 
shall  be  less  by  one-third  than  it  is  at  present. 
Ko  person  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
iron  manufactories  of  the  country  can  suppose 
that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  this  effect  for 
many  years  to  come  under  an  additional  duty 
of  only  $7  60  per  ton.  It  will,  however,  afford 
them  that  gradual  protection  which  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  settled  policy  of  this  nation : 
a  policy  which,  whilst  it  encourages  domestic 
manufactures,  never  loses  sight  of  the  great 
interests  of  agriculture  and  commerce. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  no  article  from  the 
importation  of  which  a  duty  might  be  more  fair- 
ly derived  than  iron.  It  would  not  in  any  de- 
gree be  partial  in  its  operation.  Its  use  was 
universal,  and  all  parts  of  the  Union  would, 
therefore,  contribute  their  fair  proportion.  Mr. 
B.  concluded  by  observing,  that  tiiere  was  no 
item  in  the  bill  which  had  fairer  claims  to  be 
retained  than  the  article  of  iron. 


Monday,  March  1. 
Death  of  Mr,  Ball 
As  soon  as  the  journal  of  Saturday  was  read, 
Mr.  A  Stevenson,  of  Vir^nia,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed ithe  House  as  follows : 


Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise  to  perform  a painfolind 
melancholy  duty.  It  is  to  announce  the  deatli  , 
of  my  friend  and  colleague,  Wojjam  Ln  Bau, 
a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Tirginit 
On  yesterday,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  i 
him  from  this  scene  of  suffering  and  trial  totb 
abode  of  the  blessed !  The  awfol  stilhefis  tod 
gloom  which  pervade  this  Hall,  proclaim,  mon 
strongly  than  any  effort  of  mine  cotild  do,  tbt 
loss  which  we  have  sustained  I  In  asking  joc 
to  pay  this  last  tribute  to  the  memorj  and  vir- 
tues of  my  deceased  friend,  what  can  I  ssjtc 
add  to  the  strong  and  deep  sympathv  whidiii 
so  generally  and  kindly  manif^ted  throagfaoit 
this  House  ?  .  He  was  known  to  you  all,  and  b; 
all  respected,  esteemed,  and  beloved.  I  ber 
him  well,  for  he  was  the  early  conipasioB  i 
my  youth,  and  the  friend  of  my  manhood. 
There  was  nothing  dazzling  in  his  Ghancter.or 
shining  in  action,  but  his  inarch  throo^  lA 
was  that  of  probity,  honor,  and  virtnel  Bt 
was  characterized  by  a  strong  and  noble  nniid; 
by  generous  and  godlike  feelings;  by  a  kisd- 
ness  and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  bj  a  ]i^- 
and  indulgence  for  his  fellow-men,  winch  to 
the  admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who  bxr 
him.  It  might  wif^  truth  be  said  of  him,  tij: 
he  was  without  fear  and  reproach.  Sochn 
the  man  whose  loss  we  deplore,  and  wLif 
spirit  has  fled  forever  I  Peace  to  his  tfhtf  • 
and  would  to  God  it  could  have  hefin  so  vilW 
that  they  might  have  mingled  with  those  of  hi 
fathers  I    I  offer  the  following  resolutioDs: 

The  Hooae  having  been  infonned  of  the  doli!^ 
William  Lee  Ball,  a  Bepreaentative  from  ^  ^ 
of  Virginia,  and  being  de^ly  HftTudhle  of  the  ks  a 
a  man  whose  public  and  private  virtues  esdect^ 
him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  desroa^ 
.render  a  just  tribute  of  reapect  to  hia  memoiT-' 

Huolvedj  That  a  committee  be  app<Hntedtotib 
order  for  superintending  his  fimeral. 

Resolvedt  That  the  members  of  this  Hoiue  r, 
testify  their  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  Wiffiun  Ifi  i 
Ball,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  ann  for  tb  it* 
maind^  of  the  session. 

Benlved^  That  the  members  will  attend  the  fav:^  | 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  to>moRt>w  monuD&^ 
12  o'clock.  I 

The  resolves  having  been  nnammoQak^r  ap^ 
to,  the  House  adjourned.  , 

TuxsDAT,  March  ^ 
The  House  met,  and  a^onmed  for  the  ^' 
pose  of  affording  the  members  an  opponn::^ 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  )ate  Wniux  10 
Ball. 


Weditssday,  March  8. 

lUMd  in  the  Territory  <if  Michigan 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richabd,  of  Michigan  tl* 

Committee  on  Roads  and  Oanals  were  instreii 

ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporti^: 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  maiis^^ 
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road  from  Detroit,  or  from  Pontiac,  in  the 
county  of  Oakland,  in  the  Territory' of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  LEike  oi  Michigan  or  to  Chicago. 


*  Thubsday,  March  4^ 
Vaccination, 
Mr.  Gazlat,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  9th  nltimo,  on  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James 
Smith,  made  a  report,  accompanied  bj  a  bill  to 
encourage  vaccination ;  which,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  was  reported,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

The  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith  states  that  (he 
smallpox  is  now  spreading,  to  a  very  alarming  ex- 
tent, to  most  of  the  great  dties,  and  to  many  other 
parts  of  the  United  States;  and  that  beside  the 
calamities  immediately  attendant  on  the  disease,  it 
necessarily  suspends  and  interrupts  oommeroe  and 
intercourse  between  di£forent  portions  of  the  Union. 
To  arrest  the  progress  of  this  scourge,  and  to  pre- 
vent its  fntore  appearance,  the  memorial  recom- 
mends the  appointment  of  a  general  agent  for  the 
United  States,  and  local  agents  in  the  several  Con- 
gressional districts,  to  whom  the  general  agent  shall 
at  all  times  fumidi  the  real  vaccme  matter,  free  of 
postage.  The  memorial  also  contains  much  detail 
on  the  nature  and  distinguishable  character  of  the 
vaccine  from  (he  smallpox  or  variolous  disease.  It 
also  asserts  that  medical  skill  is  not  required  for  the 
effectual  and  safe  application  of  the  vaccine  matter ; 
that  this  process  may  be  performed  by  ^ny  person. 
But  that,  to  insure  confidence  and  success  in  (be 
vaccine  system,  great  oars,  aUaUionf  and  eaeperienee, 
are  necessary  in  obtaining  and  preserving  the  true 
vaccine  matter,  or  crusts,  and  that  if  it  be  not  pore,  ixo 
zelianoe  can  be  placed  on  it  as  a  guard  against  the 
smallpox.  To  ihis  point  much  evidence,  drawn 
from  practice  and  long  observation,  Is  set  forth :  also 
much  evidence  tendi^  to  show  its  ample  protective 
character  when  pure. 

In  a  paper  accopipanying  (he  memorial,  Dr.  Smitii 
has  fnndshed  statementi^  with  extracts  of  letters, 
and  a  certificate  of  a  Mr.  Phillips,  tending  to  show 
that  the  unfortunate  occurrence  at  Taiborongh  was 
the  result  of  some  wanton  interference  vrith  his  letter 
and  directions,  after  they  were  by  him  enclosed,  and 
before  they  reached  Dr.  Ward.  That  Dr.  Ward  is 
inclined  to  the  belief  of  this  fact,  and  made  the  first 
suggestion  of  it  in  A|Hril,  1822.   • 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  account  for  (he 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough,  nor  do  fhffy 
see  as  much  reason  for  imputing  its  wilful  commis- 
sion to  those  who  were  publicly  engaged,  and  of 
course  the  first  to  be  made  responsible,  as  to  some 
secret  hand  not  responsible.  They  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  and  public  necessity  for  paying 
some  respect  and  attention  to  (he  general  sentiment, 
which  prevails  throughout  the  civilized  world,  in 
favor  of  the  preventive  power  of  ^e  yaocine  disease 
against  the  smallpox;  and  (hat  to  obtain  security 
from  the  latter,  which  so  materially  afiecte  both  life 
and  our  maritime  reUtions,  cannot  be  less  than  a 
national  object  They  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill, 
and  with  that  view  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  the 
cubject  of  vaccination  have  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


The  Tariff  BiXIr—WooUenB. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  t^e  Whole  on  the  bill  amending  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  by  altering  the  minimum  cost  of  im- 
ported woollen  cloths  on  which  a  duty  of  thir- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem  is  proposed  to  be  im* 
posed,  from  eighty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and 
striking  out  the  subsequent  clause,  which  fixes 
the  minimum  for  flannels,  baizes,  and  other  un- 
milled  woollen  cloths  (except  carpets  and  blan- 
kets) at  forty  cents. 

'm.  MurnNDALS,  of  New  York,  opposed  this 
amendment  He  said  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  such  a  motion.  The 
amendment  went  to  alter  the  whole  character 
of  the  bill  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant and  most  valuable  parts.  The  labor  of 
the  country,  formerly  occupied  in  commeroe 
and  agriculture,  has,  by  the  reduction  of  those  • 
great  national  interests,  been  thrown  out  of  em- 
ploy, and  wants  occupation.  No  manufacture 
aids  the  farmer  more  than  tboee  the  staple  of 
which  consists  of  wool,  a  product  easily  raised, 
easily  extended,  and  for  the  manufacture  of 
whidi  we  have  mechanics  in  abundance.  He 
hoped  the  Chairman,  and  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
would  act  on  thid  conviction  of  their  own  judg- 
ment, and  not  by  yieldmg  to  that  of  others,  for 
the  sake  of  conciliation,  jeopardize  or  sacrifice 
the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  system  of  protec- 
tion. The  proposed  duty  would  not  operate  to 
raise,  but  to  diininish  the  price,  as  a  similar 
duty  had  operated  on  coarse  cottons.  This  was 
a  sort  of  &bric  with  which  American  manu- 
facturers could  easily  fill  the  market 

Mr.  Inohai^  of  Pennsylvania,  considered  the 
item,  now  proposed  tp  b^  altered,  as  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  bill.  Its  effect  would  be  to 
ndse  the  price  to  the  consumer  without  bene- 
fiting the  manu^EMturer.  He  su^ested  a  modi- 
fication of  Mr.  ToD^s  motion,  by  which  the 
minimum  would  be  left  open  for  d[iscussion. 

Mr.  Tod  thought  there  was  no  way  in  which 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  members  on  this 
part  of  tJie  biU  but  by  taking  a  vote.  He  cer- 
tainly b&d  no  wish  to  see  this  clause  stricken 
out ;  but  he  had  made  the  motion  in  consequence 
of  an  assurance  given  him  by  several  leading 
members,  now  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that,  if 
this  feature  were  removed,  they  would  support 
the  residue,  ai^d  he  wished  the  friends  of  the 
plan  to  remember  that  a  bill  which  attuned 
only  a  part  of  the  object  desired,  and  which 
passed  Uie  House,  was  better  than  a  bill  of  the 
most  finished  and  perfect  form  that  did  not 
pass. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  of  New  Yor^  expressed  his  re- 
gret ^at  this  amendment  should  have  proceed- 
ed from  the  honorable  Chairman  against  his 
own  better  judgment.  It  certainly  aimed  a 
blow  at  the  most  important  item  in  the  whole 
biU.     He  believed  the  country  is  fully  able  to 
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raise  all  the  wool  it  needs.  He  hoped  the  mo- 
tion would  be  withdrawn.  If  it  was  intended 
as  a  compromise  with  the  opponents  of  the  bOl, 
the  honorable  Ohairman  might  find  that,  while 
he  won  over  a  few  of  them  to  his  side,  he  at 
the  same  time  lost  many  of  those  who  were  now 
its  supporters. 

Mr. '  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  ^oped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  withdrawn.  He  did 
not  believe  this  country  possessed  (at  least  not 
at  present)  the  capacity  to  raise  its  own  wool; 
ana,  if  we  cannot  get  it  at  home,  we  must  get  it 
from  abroad.  He  thought  the  duty  left  by  the 
amendment  would  be  sufSoient  to  keep  out  of 
tiie  coimtay  those  fabrics  which  the  gentlemen 
had  described  as  made  of  woollen  rags  ground 
up,  and  which  Vould  scarce  endure  a  puff  of 
wind  without  falling  to  pieces.  The  minimum 
at  forty  oents  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufiScient 
for  the  present.  We  must  attain  a  maximum 
by  degrees. 

Mr.  MoEjh  went  into  a  calculation  in  figures, 
and  insisted  that  the  bill  would  diminish  the 
importation  of  woollen  goods  one-half;  that  the 
revenue  would  lose  at  least  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  |  the  minimum  at  forty  cents 
was  equal  to  seventy-three  per  cent. ;  whatmore 
was  wanted  for  a  protection  t 

Mr.  BuoHANAir,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported 
the  amendment,  as  a  measure  proper  in  itself^ 
and  calculated  to  promote  a  spirit  of  mutual 
oonciliation.  The  present  duty  on  woollen 
goods  is  twenty-five  per  cent  ad  valorem — ^the 
bill  would  raise  it  to  thirty-three  and  a  third. 
The  minimum  proposed  by  the  amendment  is 
forty  oents  per  square  yard;  a  yard  of  coarse 
baize  costs  eight  pence  sterling;  the  ad  valorem 
dutv,  as  amended,  is  equal  to  eighty  per  cent. ; 
without  the  amendment,  it  will  amount  to  one 
hundred  and  thirtv  per  cent  He  though  we 
were  not  yet  ready  for  a  prohibitory  duty  on 
coarse  woollens;  to  which  article  uie  argu- 
ments from  coajrse  cottons  did  not  apply,  because 
ootton  was  abundant — wool  was  not  The 
amount  imported  last  year  was  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds — ^worth  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars.  By  going  too 
rapidly,  in  pressing  the  system,  we  shall  i^ure 
both  the  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  If 
the  raw  material  was  abundant,  he  should  op- 
pose any  reduction  of  the  minimum ;  but  at 
present  he  should  advocate  the  amendment 

Mr.  Ton  observed  that  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  had  used  the  greatest  diligeifbe 
in  collecting  information,  not  only  from  the 
members  of  this  House,  but  from  persons  in 
various  dasses  of  the  community,  whose  inter- 
ests were  involved  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
bill.  Bome  doubt  existed  as  to  tue  point  at 
which  the  minimum  on  coarse  woollens  ought 
to  be  fixed.  And  the  committee  were  unwill- 
ing, by  going  too  far,  to  risk  the  popularity 
of  the  bOl,  and  therebv  jeopardize  its  success. 
But  as  several  of  its  friends  had  expressed  a 
wish  to  have  time  for  further  deliberation, 
he  would  gonsent  to  withdraw  his  amendment 


Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  amend  the  third  seedoi 
of  the  bill  by  making  the  annual  increase  of 
duty  on  unmanufiiotured  wool  more  gndosl, 
and  by  adding  a  proviso  ^*  That  all  wool,  ^ 
actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place, whence  iia- 
ported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per  pooni 
shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  oem 
ad  valorem,  and  no  more.*^ 

Mr.  T.  stated  that  the  committee  had  leaned 
that  objections  existed  to  ttds  part  of  the  bt 
both  among  the  manu&otnrers  andtheraiaersof 
sheep.  It  appeared  that  a  ooareer  wool  w 
wanted  than  any  raised  in  this  country,  for  i 
particular  kind  of  coarse  goods,  (negro  doda 
^.,)  and  that  that  species  of  wool  may  be  pro- 
cured sometimes  fbi;eight  and  sometimes  s  lot 
as  six  oents  a  pouna,  while  the  lowest  prksd 
American  cost  twenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  MoEnc,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  vd- 
ing  of  a  memorial  from  Qermaatown  os  tla 
subject;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Glabk,  of  New  York,  made  some  rensb 
which  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  eDoi#t' 
hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  JsGtKAU  advocated  the  amendmeai  & 
hoped  this  coarse  wool  would  not  be  exelo^ 
from  importation ;  it  employed  a  large  numbs 
of  additional'spindles,  without  in  the  least  iiiaf 
feringwith  our  native  products;  amOfioDtf 
pounds  were  imported  the  last  year,  chi^ 
from  South  America,  with  which  oountiyB 
was  our  interest  to  cherish  a  oommereiAl  f» 
neotion,  as  she  furnishes  a  market  for  mioju 
our  manufactures,  and,  if  she  can  return  k 
native  productions  for  them,  will  oontinoee^ 
increase  her  demand.  He  thou^t  this  eon  a 
wool  had  better  be  freed  from  duty  altogct^ 
— at  all  events,  it  was  better  that  we  elsb. 
import  it  in  a  raw  state  than  in  a  mana£Bc:ae£ 
form. 

Mr.  FoBWABD  stated  that  large  quantities  c 
wool  were  raised  in  his  district;  and  be  bi 
at  first,  been  under  the  impression  thu  ^ 
constituents  would  be  benefited  by  the  iteo^ 
the  bill,  without  any  alteration  or  proviso;  ^ 
he  had  reason  to  change  that  opinioD,  and  )i 
advocated  the  amendment  The  Oommituc^ 
Manufactures  had,  since  the  bill  was  imder<^ 
cussion.  obtained  a  mass  of  information  frocL 

Earts  of  the  country,  sent  up  by  those  abcc:\ 
e  affected  by  the  various  parts  of  it,  whiebbi^ 
on  several  points,  materially  changed  the  c^ 
ions  of  ti^e  committee,  and  would  lead  to  »* 
tions  for  corresponding  changes  in  the  till.  ^- 
fine  wool  imported  frt>m  some  parts  of  Gene*? 
competes  with  our  own ;  bat  this  coarse  ^^ 
brought  from  Smyrna  and  South  America  c^ 
not ;  it  is  of  a  quite  different  quality,  and  b^ 
be  bought  at  about  nine  cents  a  pound.  He  vf 
in  fiivor  of  eventuaUy  excluding  foreign  vwj 
but  it  must  be  done  by  degrees.  A  larg«  ^ 
sudden  duty  will  break  down  themamx&ctir^' 
Mr.  LivmMOBB  then  rose.  He  said  tb«K  ^^ 
a  character  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Ua^-' 
known  by  l^e  name  of  the  New  England  ^na^ 
vriiose  voice  he  wished  might  be  haaid  on  ^ 
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E resent  qaestion.  When  the  bill  i^peared^  he 
ad  looked  oyer  it  with  anxiety  to  see  what  had 
been  done  for  that  dharacter»  and  he  fonnd  only 
two  items  in  it  to  compensate  him  for  all  the 
rest ;  these  were  the  duty  on  wool  and  the  duty 
on  tallow.  As  to  wool,  he  was  sorry  to  hear 
that  wool  mean  enough  could  not  be  raised  in 
this  country.  For  himself,  he  should  conclude 
that  the  better  the  wool  the  better  would  be  the 
article  made  out  of  it  Gentlemen,  who  under- 
stand manufactures,  tell  us  that  the  amendment 
wiU  benefit  the  farmer,  because  he  cannot  make 
wool  mean  enough ;  but  if  you  will  only  pro- 
tect the  growth  of  wool  by  duties,  any  quantity 
of  it  can  be  raised.  It  is  a  product  easily  ex- 
tended. The  amount  might  be  doubled  in  two 
years,  and  where  yon  raise  fine  wool  you  raiae 
coarse  on  the  same  sheep.  Exclude  the  coarse 
bad  wool  from  abroad,  and  you  will  soon  haye 
a  better  article.  It  is  said  the  coarse  must  be 
imported  because  we  can't  raise  it;  but  what 
was  said  when  the  duty  on  iron  was  under  dis- 
cussion? The  gentleman  from  Pennsylyania 
told  us  they  can't  make  it  because  it  sells  for 
only  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  and  he  wants  to  raise 
the  price  to  $140 ;  but  the  same  argument  will 
appjy  to  wooL  There  aro  memorials  against 
the  duty,  from  men  who 'raise  a  great  many 
sheep,  but  they  are  men  who  own,  at  the  same 
time,  large  manufacturing  establishments,  and 
take  on  theu^selyes  the  name  of  farmers,  just 
as  another  dass  of  manufacturers  take  upon 
them  the  name  of  merchants.  The  cities  to  the 
Eastward  are  full  of  them.  They  are  capital- 
ists ;  that  is  their  proper  name.  They  put  their 
money  into  whateyer  will  bring  them  the  best 
returns.  But  these  were  not  to  be  heard  on  the 
interests  of  the  farmer.  To  him  this  tariff  is  a 
bitter  pill.  Do  giye  him  a  little  gold  on  ^e 
ouXside,  just  to  coyer  it,  and  take  off  some  of 
the  bitter  taste.  The  people  in  his  district 
could  make  carpets  at  their  fireside,  and  nobody 
complained  that  they  could  not  get  wool  mean 
enough.  If  labor  is  to  be  protected,  let  it  be 
protected.  Don't  giye  it  a  less  market  than  it 
has  already.  Cities,  we  all  know,  stand  only  by 
commerce.  The  ground  on  which  they  stand 
is  often  good  for  little.  The  great  city  of  New 
Tork,  when  the  Dutchmen  first  saw  it,  was  a 
fine  place  to  make  canals  on,  and  that  was  all. 
But  New  Tork  consumes  2^1,000  barrels  of 
flour,  and  800,000  are  exported.  The  cities  fnr^ 
nish  a  market  for  the  farmer.  Can  the  sentle- 
man  from  Pennsylyania  conjure  Philadelphia 
into  a  Manchester  and  New  York  into  a  Bir* 
mingham?  Let  him  do  it  Tet  it  was  not 
manufactures  alone  which  supported  the  farmer, 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand  families  were  occupied 
in  the  fisheries— and,  reckoning  fiye  for  a  fiamily , 
these  amount  to  a  quarter  of  a  million.  They 
fill  eat  as  much  as  a  man  who  attends  a  cotton 
Jenny,  and  the  jenny  eats  none.  The  New 
^gland  farmers  and  the  Pennsylvania  farmers 
say  ^*  let  us  alone,"  e^u^ept  so  far  as  your  bill  is 
intended  for  reyenue.  This,  Mr.  L.  insisted,  is 
the  legitimate  subject  for  oonsiderationH   Gen* 


tlemen  had  often  been  asked  how  the  d^oit  in 
the  reyenue  was  to  be  supplied?  It  must  be 
either  by  a  land  tax  or  an  excise.  Will  gentle* 
men  say  they  mean  to  lay  a  direct  tax  i  They 
will  say  no  such  thing ;  they  tell  us  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy  when  the  dis- 
ease has  grown  desperate.  I  don't  like  this. 
One  object  of  the  Fecleral  Union  was  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States;  the  debts  were 
enormous,  and  this  new  Goyernment  was  to 
pay  them.  Now,  we  are  told,  the  national  debt 
is  a  bagatelle.  Why  is  it  not  paid,  then  ?  It  is 
not  diminished  any.  I  would  giye  more  for  a 
motto  uttered  some  time  ago,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Baiidolpb,)  than  for  all 
such  arguments.  ^^Pay  your  debts,"  said  he, 
and  his  words  fell  on  my  mind  with  great  force. 
Let  us  pay  first,  and  then  tamper  with  the  rey- 
enue; a  source  of  supply  that  calls  for  almost 
no  expenses  in  its  collection,  and  always  giyee 
us  more  than  we  expect  When  the  gentlemim 
made  his  motion  to  strike  off  this  little  gilding 
from  the  pill  he  has  prepared  for  us,  I  could  not 
Ihinkhim  serious;  yet  he  appears  considerably 
so— I  hope  he  may  yet  recant  His  argument 
seems  to  be  this — ^we  can't  get,  at  home,  coarse 
wool  at  the  present  price;  titierefore,  let  us  get 
it  fh>m  abroad,  and  not  raise  the  price  when 
wool  is  now  about  a  shilling  a  pound.  Sir,  it 
ot^t  not  to  be  disguised,  that^  now-a-days, 
manufacturers  are  eyerybody,  and  eyerybody 
else  are  nobody.  This  is  the  case,  especially  io 
the  State  I  come  from.  But  is  the  course  they 
propose  practicable?  They  can't  do  it;  the 
poor  can't  protect  themselyes  against  the  rich, 
against  the  wealthy  few ;  these  will  supply  what 
the  others  try  to  protect. 

Mr.  Majstindale  could  not  agree  with  ^ntle- 
men  who  said  that  this  coarse  wool  did  not 
come  in  competition  with  our  own.  If  it  was 
now  used  where  our  own  would  be  used ;  if  this 
were  excluded,  then,  to  its  whole  extent,  it  does 
come  in  competition  with  ours. 

The  duty  now  proposed,  was  not  a  prohibition. 
The  article  would  still  be  imported,  though  in 
less  quantity.  It  would  operate  moderately, 
and  that  was  just  what  the  agricultarist  wanted. 
It  was  to  him  we  ought  to  loi^,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  bill ;  but  we  could  only  reach  him 
tlirough  the  manufacturer.  Gentlemen  haye 
shown  great  anxiety  lest  the  duty  should  iiyure 
the  poor.  Mr.  M.  said  he  also  was  a  friend  and 
an  adyocate  of  the  poor;  but  he  would  aid 
them  by  giyiug  them  employment;  if  the  duty 
should,  for  a  time,  increase  the  price  of  coarse 
woollen  goods,  it  woidd,  in  the  same  proportion, 
increase  the  employment  of  the  poor,  wno  were 
to  buy  them.  But,  whose  yoice  is  it  that 
spei^  on  this  floor  for  the  poor  ?  The  yoice  of 
th^  capitalist  who  owns  large  flocks  and  largjs 
factories.  B!e  fears  the  poor— the  poor  farmer 
and  the  i>oor  manufacturer  may  come  in  com- 
petition with  himiself ;  it  is  for  himself  he  speaks. 
Mr.  M.  considered  it  as  a  principle  of  uniyersal 
truth  and  application,  that  where  the  produc- 
ing power  exists,  protecting  duties  wiU  cause 
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the  article  to  be  prodnced  cheaper  than  before. 
Gentlemen  who  advocate  the  amendment^  seem 
now  to  forget  the  policy  of  England,  whioh  is 
to  break  down  our  mannfactores  by  every 
practicable  means.  Will  she  regard  this  small 
duty?  No;  she  will  pour  in  her  manufactures 
upon  us,  so  long  as  she  can  sell  them  for  any 
thing  more  than  the  duty.  It  is  time  to  protect 
our  farmers,  that  they  may  begin  a  system  of 
home  supply.  It  is  at  the  beginning,  emphatic- 
ally, that  this  protection  is  needed.  Gentlemen 
say  we  must  not  tax  coarse  wool  because  we 
cannot  now  supply  the  demand;  but  we  are 
supplying  that  demand  with  a  substitute — we 
mix  cotton  in  the  woollen  fabrics^  and  this  is  a 
benefit  to  all  our  Southern  country.  Surely  it 
is  fair,  that  when  the  manufacturer  asks  of 
the  farmer  to  bny  his  cloth,  the  farmer  should 
ask  in  return  that  the  manufacturer  will  take 
hitf  wool, 

Mr.  Inohajc  observed,  that  some  allusion  had 
been  made  to  personal  interests  of  gentlemen  on- 
the  subject  under  debate.  With  deference,  he 
must  deny  the  propriety  of  such  allusions.  All 
of  the  members  have  an  interest,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  what  is  done  here,  whether  they  be 
merchants,  manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  and 
they  were  justified  in  presenting  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  the  several  interests  which 
will  be  affected  by  its  acts.  He  made  this  remark 
as  a  general  one,  and  not  because  he  thought  the 
remark  of  the  honorable  gentleman  fairly  applied 
to  him,  when  he  said  that  there  was  a  combi- 
nation of  manufacturers  under  the  mask  of  wool 
growers.  He  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
article  of  wool,  as  he  owned  but  a  hundred 
Merino  sheep,  which  lie  kept  more  for  amuse- 
ment than  profit.  He  thought  it  the  interest 
of  the  consumer  that  the  duty  should  be  reduced. 
The  only  effect  of  a  hea^  duty  on  coarse  wool 
\rould  be,  to  throw  all  who  are  now  engaged  in 
manufacturing  the  raw  material  into  coarse 
goodsi  entirely  out  of  employment,  and  there 
were  not  less  than  ten  thousand  spindles  thus 
occupied  9  Were  not  the  fieurmers  interested  in 
feedine  this  body  of  men  ?  Where  manufactures 
flouriw  the  farmers  flourish. 

Mr.  Oambrkt.knq  said  he  rose  merely  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Inoham,)  in  his  rejection  of  the  dutv 
on  wool.  He  says  that  this  inferior  wool  wiU 
not  be  raised  in  the  country ; .  and,  therefore,  it 
is  not  wise  to  prohibit  the  importation.  Now, 
if  this  is  a  good  argument^  why  not  apply  it  to 
hemp?  The  Navy  Oonmiissloners  cannot  use 
the  American  hemp,  because  it  is  bad ;  and  then, 
the  gentleman  says,  lay  on  a  prohibitory  duty. 
How  can  both  these  alignments  stand  ?  He  now 
says,  if  a  duty  is  laid  on  coarse  wool^a  different 
article  must  be  substituted.  Just  so  his  bill  will 
operate  in  the  article  of  linens — ^it  will  not 
lower  the  price  of  linens,  but  will  supply  their 
place  by  cottons. 

Mr.  Ingham  replied. — The  gentleman  agrees 
with  me  about  the  measure  proposed :  is  it  not 
strange  that  he  should  take  tnis  occasion  to  find 


out  some  other  point  in  which  we  disagm. 
He  finds  that  some  argument  of  mine  is  at  ti; 
with  another  argument  brought  forward  oothii 
side,  (but  which  is  not  mine.)  He  then  assmna 
that  I  used  it,  and  next  accuses  me  of  incoos^ 
ency.  I  never  said  any  thing  about  the  heicp 
duty.  The  honorable  gentleman  seems  kisilj 
to  assume  opinions  for  me. 

Mr.  OoBB  wished  th&t  the  question  on  theti? 
parts  of  the  amendment  might  be  divided 

The  Ohaibmah  pronounced  this  not  in  or^. 

Mr.  Tbaot  then  moved  to  amend  the  udq^- 
ment,  by  substituting  eight  for  ten  cents,  is  tbe 
price  at  the  place  whence  imported. 

Mr.  MoKiM  opposed  this  alteration.— He  atii 
that  no  wool  could  be  purchased  so  bw  ue^ 
cents — and  he  read  a  statement  of  the  prions: 
whioh  the  article  had  been  imported.  He  tboivl: 
the  object  of  the  mover  could  only  be  Id  ^ 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tbaoy  said,  if  no  wool  could  be  pnrdar- 
ed  as  low  as  eight  cents^  he  should  then  doc'^ 
the  expediency  of  the  amendment  first  propo%. 
— ^in  that  case,  the  artide  needed  no  exemp'j ' 
He  had  certainly  been  told  by  manoiiactiire'^ 
that  they  sometimes  bought  it  at  six  cents. 

Mr.  MoEiM  explained. 

Mr.  MoLanb  believed  that  the  quesfion  vs 
not  undertood.  If  the  bill  passes,  tiie  dattL 
the  raw  material  will  countervail  the  dot;  cc 
foreign  goods — the  duty  will  oome  on  the  a»- 
sumer.  Tljis  article  of  coarse  'wool  only  oonces 
the  fabric  of  negro  clotiia.  That  dothkiiT 
made  out  of  wool  that  costs  from  ten  to  ptx.r 
cents  a  pound.  A  high  duty  will  oUige  U; 
American  manufeusturer  to  substitute  a  ^ 
cloth  for  the  coarse  artide,  and  then  the  fufvir- 
er  comes  in  and  supplants  him.  It  is  KVd- 
politic  to  tax  a  raw  material,  onless  to  encoc-s^ 
its  growth  at  home.  But  this  kind  of  woi/ 
not  produced  here — so  that,  under  pretend 
encouraging  manufactures,  you  deprive  t' 
manufacturer  of  the  very  material  on  which  I 
is  to  work.  The  American  fiarmer  raised  ta 
from  a  mixed  breed  of  sheep,  and  the  K 
coarsest  of  it  costs  tweiity  or  thirty  cents.  B. 
the  foreign  is  rused  by  the  wandering  shepbcr.* 
of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  hoors  of  S^ec^- 
The  wool  is  essentially  inferior.  There  p 
other  kinds  of  wool  raised  amongst  us.  ^l^ 
ought  to  be  protdited — ^the  Merino,  the  oozcn  ^ 
and  that  of  the  mixed  breed.  He  would  :v 
one  fact  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Ttti 
(Mr.  Tbaot.)  It  has  been  stated  that  .b 
coarse  wool  costs  at  the  outside  twenty  et^ 
There  is  no  wool  raised  here  at  leas  than  tw^?- 
five,  and  the  most  of  it  at  forty  cents.  Ir ; 
whence  are  you  to  ^t  two  millions  of  poca^ 
of  this  coarse  wool?  It  would  reqmre / / 
hundred  thousand  sheep,  and  would  take  c:-^ 
or  nine  years.  What  becomes  of  your  ic^'* 
facturers  in  the  meanwhile?  They  are  gear 
and,  when  the  wool  oomeS|  there  is  nobodj  viv 
wants  it. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  be  rose  to  mak»  a  sfi^ 
observation,  and  that  was,  to  comment  ontj^ 
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singular  attitade  of  the  question  before  the 
committee.  A  question  which  had  changed 
the  relations  of  confederates,  and  now  placed 
in  array  a  certain  class  of  agricnltnriBts  with 
their  old  friends,  the  manufacturers.  In  the 
progress  of  the  bill,  there  had  been  certainly- 
all  sorts  of  arguments.  Those  who  had  gone 
into  the  'bowels  of  the  earth,  in  pursuit  of  a 
metal  more  precious  than  gold — ^those  who  had 
fought  valiantly  in  the  hempep-fields  of  the 
West — and  Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  now  see,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  compromise  of 
the  bil^  by  which  equivalents  in  different  quar- 
ters were  to  be  arranged  and  modified,  why 
the  Northern  and  Western  agriculturists  were 
not  also  entitled,  in  the  general  distribution  of 
the  booty,  to  their  golden  fleece.  It  was  cer- 
tainly amusing  to  perceive  how  reiadily,  when 
convenient,  the  arguments  of  those  opposed  to 
the  whole  monopoly  of  the  bill,  could  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  advocating  the  interests 
of  the  manufacturer.  Even  the  gentleman 
f^om  Delaware,  (Mr.  MoLiiinB,)  to  whom,  said 
Mr.  H.,  I  always  listen  with  instruction  and 
pleasure,  had  urged  in  favor  of  lowering  the 
duty  on  raw  wool,  those  very  reasons  which 
might  be  advanced  against  •die  whole  policy 
of  the  tariff.  But  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  had  employed,  for  the  reduction 
of  the  dqty  on  wool,  the  very  arguments  which 
had  been  so  unavailingly  enforced  for  the  re- 
duction of  all  the  other  duties.  And  now, 
when  he  comes  out,  and  says  that  the  very 
duty  reported  by  himself  should  be  reduced,  and 
proposes  an  amendment  to  his  own  bill,  does  he 
not  urge  the  very  argument  which  he  has  previ- 
ously resisted?  This  gentieman  has,  through-r 
out,  gone  upon  this  principle:  that  domestic 
production  will  be  commensurate  with  foreign 
prohibition ;  but,  as  the  manufacturers  want 
wool  on  the  cheapM  terms,  on  reflection,  this 
principle  will  not  apply  to  this  raw  material, 
although  it  does  to  iron  and  hemp.  Now,  said 
Mr.  H.,  I  wish  to  know  why  it  will  not  apply  to 
wool?  When  the  foreign ■  supply  is  cut  of^ 
will  not  those  infinite  creations  of  domestic 

Sroduction  take  place,  which  the  gentiemen 
ave  predicted,  in  relation  to  other  articles? 
Mr.  H.  said  he  believed  that  flocks  of  sheep 
could  be  multiplied  with  the  same  facility  as 
iron  forges  and  hemp  factories,  and  the  argu- 
ment, if  worth  any  thing,  applied  as  well  to 
the  former  as  the  latter.  Mr.  H.  said  he  con- 
fessed that  he  had  no  interest  in  adjusting  the 
separate  claims  which  conflicting  monopolies 
might  put  in ;  he  had  risen  to  pomt  out  an  in- 
consistency in  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  for  he  might  say,  that  in  voting  eithet 
against  or  in  favor  of  amending  the  section,  he 
gave  his  suffrage  without  bias ;  for,  in  whatever 
way  the  duty  on  wool  was  modified,  it  would 
be  unimportant  to  the  interest  of  those  he  rep- 
resented ;  for,  if  the  duty  on  the  manufactured 
fabric  was  retained,  the  planters  of  the  South 
would  make  their  own  clothing  for  their  sbves, 


for  the  manufacture  of  which,  the  materials, 
consisting  partly  of  wool  and  partly  of  cotton, 
were  to  be  found  in  abundance  in  the  interior 
economy  of  most  of  their  plantations — ^a  neces- 
sity to  which  grievous  duties  would  unques- 
tionably drive  tiiem.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not 
but  be  surprised  at  the  unlooked-for  modera- 
tion and  generosity  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  which,  he  said, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the  best 
reasons,  although  he  chose  to  keep  them  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Tod  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  began 
again  to  have  hopes  of  getting  the  support  of 
the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  for  the 
whole  bill — ^for  all  the  taxes  come  to,  is  this : 
that  we  will  make  our  own  manufactures.  But 
that  gentieman  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
the  same  arguments  apply  to  wool  as  to  iron. 
The  sheep  which  produce  this  wool  are  raised 
in  a  country  that  is  always  warm,  and  they 
have  a  quite  different  covering  from  sheep 
which  live  in  a  northern  country,  or  any  coun- 
try where  the  heat  is  interrupted  by  a  cool 
season.  It  is  rather  hair  than  wool — and  though 
I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  I  am  not  such  a 
friend  to  them  as  to  raise  them  in  spite  of  na- 
ture herself.  I  shall  not  attempt,  by  protecting 
duties,  to  produce  whale  oil  on  the  top  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Tbacy^s 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to.  That  of  Mr. 
Ton  was  carried. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  fhe  Houffid  ad- 
journed. 


WsDBESPAT,  March  10. 

OeMTal  Appropriation  BiU — Reduction  in  the 

l)iplornatic  Corps, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  that  item  which  makes 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  some  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  Ministers  was  unneces- 
sarily great,  as  Charges  des  Affaires  might  be 
substituted  for  some  of  them  without  detri- 
ment to  tiie  public  service  and  with  a  saving  of 
the  public  money,  and  we  should  thereby  avoid 
the  sacrifice  of  self-respect  now  arising  from 
our  sending  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  pow- 
ers who  send  no  Ministers  oi  the  same  grade  to 
represent  them  at  this  Government — of  which 
number  were  our  Ministers  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  l^e  bill  until  farther  information  could  be 
obtained,  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency  of 
such  Ministers  being  sent  where  they  were  not, 
or  continued  where  they  were. 

After  a  protracted  debate  on  the  subject,  the 
question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Fobstth's  motion, 
and  lost — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  tiie  word  ^*  Li- 
nia,''  in  the  list  of  the  Ministers  to  South  Amer- 
ica. The  debate  was  renewed  on  this  motion, 
but,  before  the  question  was  taken,  the  com- 
mittee rose. 
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The  members  who  took  part  in  thia  day's 
debate,  were  Messrs.  MoLanel  Cocks,  Gush- 
man,  Tayloe,  Shabpe,  Ten  Etok,  Mbbokb, 
Gazlay,  WinppLE,  FoBSYTH,  McCoy,  Cook,  S. 
Wood,  and  Livustoston, 


Thursday,  March  11, 
Oeneral  Appropriation  Bill — Reduction  in  the 
'  Diplomatic  Corps, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLanb,  the  Honse  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  snpport  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824;  and  the  ques- 
tion still  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fobsyth, 
to  strike  ont  the  word  Lima^  in  that  section  of 
the  bill  which  provides  the  means  of  sending 
Ministers  to  the  Bepnbllcs  of  South  America, 
the  debate  of  yesterday  was  renewed,  and  be- 
came, in  some  degree,  extended  to  the  consider- 
ation of  our  general  relations  with  the  South 
American  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Fobsyth,  Taylob.  MoLaots,  Tbimbub, 
Floyd,  and  Maixaby,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 

WlCKLIFFB,    StOBBS,    BuOHAKAN,    LiTINOBTOK, 

FuLLBB,  and  MoKim. 

Messrs.  Babtlbtt,  Sibley,  and  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, also  spoke,  but  omy  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  or  of  communicating  facts,  and  not 
directly  taking  part  in  the  debate. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  name  of  lAma 
was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  resident  Minister  at  that  place  was 
unnecessary,  as  a  Charge  des  Affaires  or  a  Con- 
sul might  answer  every  purpose.  A  Charg6 
des  Affaires  had  been  appointed  last  year,  and 
no  change  had  since  occurred  to  render  a  Min- 
ister necessary;  that  we  have  no  evidence 
that  the  Government  of  Peru  does,  or  ever  has, 
desured  the  residence  of  a  Minister  from  this 
Government;  that  it  cannot  be  of  any  service 
to  the  interests  of  Peru ;  that,  when  the  Ee- 
public  of  Colombia  solicited  a  recognition  of 
her  independence  and  sent  a  Minister  here,  we 
kept  him  waiting  for  years  in  the  galleries  of 
this  Houi^e,  without  so  much  as  admitting  him 
to  set  a  foot  in  the  lobby,  and  that,  too,  even 
after  the  independence  of  Colombia  was  fully 
ascertained.  But  the  independence  of  Peru 
was  not,  to  this  hour,  officially  recognized,  if, 
indeed,  it  were  fully  established — and  no  Minis- 
ter had  been  sent  from  that  Government  here. 
That  before  Ministers  had  been  sent  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  or  any  other  of  the  South  ii^er- 
ican  Governments,  the  independence  of  those 
Governments  had  not  only  been  achieved,  but 
had  stood  some  test  of  time.  But  Peru  was 
lately  in  the  power  of  a  Dictator,  and  it  is  even 
now  said,  that  her  capital  is  in  the  possession 
of  hostile  troops.  At  all  events,  the  appropria- 
tion called  for  in  this  bUl  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause there  is  already  a  balance  from  former 
appropriations,  folly  adequate  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  this  mission.  The  appropriation  is 
more  than  needless,  it  is  improper;  inasmuch 
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as  it  has  the  aspect  of  a  measure  stimolatiog 
the  Executive  to  this  mission*  He  has  the  sub- 
ject entirely  within  his  discretion;  and  the 
prudence  with  which  he  has  heretofore  emploj- 
ed  discretionary  authority,  in  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations,  entitles  him  to  theminserred 
confidence  of  this  House.  The  resolve  {x- 
merly  passed  by  Congress,  pledging  its  8iq>port 
to  tlie  President,  in  sund^  misacms  to  such  (A 
the  South  American  Governments  as  ahonld 
succeed  in  establishing  thcar  independence,  ^as 
in  general  terms,  and  did  not  specify  any  Got- 
emment  in  particular.  Why  should  we  de- 
part from  that  course,  in  relation  to  Pern,  a 
Govemment  whose  independence  had  neTer 
yet  been  recognized?  Aa  her  situation  is  dif- 
ferent firom  that  of  the  four  other  GovenuDeots 
enumerated  in  this  clause,  she  can  have  no  good 
cause  to  be  offended  that  no  Minister  ia  sent  to 
her,  while  Ministers  are  sent  to  them.  And,  if 
a  Minister's  presence  should  at  any  time  "be  re- 
quisite, it  would  be  easy  to  send  one  of  the 
others  to  Peru,  for  a  limited  time.  This  hti 
been  done  in  the  case  of  several  of  our  Minis- 
ters at  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

The  motion  was  oppoeea  on  the  conndention 
that  we  have  already  a  large  commerdal  int6^ 
course  with  Peru  (and  shall  have  more)  wfaidi 
is  subjected  to  many  embarrassments,  and  to 
considerable  risk,  from  the  want  of  a  soitabh 
representative  of  this  Govenunent  there;  car- 
goes are  consigned  to  native  merc^iantft— ore 
seized  on  dight  pretences,  and  even  our  navy 
officers  have  had  to  turn  negotiators  to  preserre 
them  from  confiscation.  This  oonmierpe  is 
sometimes  very  profitable,  a  large  market  ex- 
ists for  our  home  manufactures  'and  our  flonr, 
(the  latter  article  sometimes  bringing  twenty- 
n  ve  and  thurty-six  dollcu^  a  barrel.)  &  we  send 
a  Minister  to  the  other  four  GU>vemmeDta,  and 
not  to  Lima,  what  will  be  the  appeanmoe  d 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  ^e  eyes  of  fion^t 
It  will  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  intend  to  re- 
cognize Peru«  This  was  especially  to  be  avoid- 
ed at  this  moment,  lest  it  should  be  said,  that 
while  no  dangers  threaten  we  oould  make  i 
gasconading  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  States;  but,  so 
soon  as  one  of  them  was  menaced  with  attack, 
we  were  glad  to  avidl  ourselves  of  the  fact  of  not 
having  formally  acknowledged  its  independence 
to  turn  about  and  retrace  our  steps.  We  ought 
not  only  to  do  nothing  to  encourage  such  an 
idea,  but  we  ought  to  put  it  down  by  ineasnrei 
which  could  not  be  misunderstood.  The  m- 
dependence  of  Pern  was  not  doubtful,  and, 
though  we  have  not  recognized  her  individual 
independence,  yet  the  act  of  1832  took  the  gen- 
eral ground  which  covers  her  case.  If  we 
strike  Lima  from  this  bill,  and  Peru  should 
afterwards  be  attacked  by  the  Holy  AlUanoe, 
how  can  we  say  any  thing  to  thoae  powers  in 
opposition  to  the  most  tyrannical  acts  against 
her?  The  declaration  of  the  President  in  his 
last  Message  has  been  echoed  fix)m  every  Amer- 
ican hearty  and  has  produced  a  great  aeusatioa 
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in  Europe.  Shall  we  not  act  in  the  spirit  of 
that  Message?  Shall  we  stand'  on  etaqnette 
with  an  infant  republic  Jost  passed  throngh  the 
last  agonjr  in  straggling  for  her  independence  9 
We  do  not,  hj  retaining  lima,  hasten  or  stimn- 
late  the  Executive ;  bnt  only  give  what,  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  has  applied 
to  08  to  provide :  and  thus  redeem  to  him  the 
pledge  we  gave  in  1822.  Though  no  resident 
Hinister  may  be  necessary,  none  but  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  can  conclude  a  treaty,  and  our 
commercial  interests  require  that  a  treaty  shall 
be  entered  into  as  soon  as  practicable,  lest  com- 
meroiid  rivals  anticipate  us,  and  obtain  for 
themselves  advantages  and  privileges  to  our  ex- 
clusion or  injury.  But  hi^er  considerations 
point  to  the  same  policy.  Kepublican  govern- 
ment is  lost  in  Europe,  save  in  one  free  country 
— ^it  is  struggling  successfully  in  the  Sonthem 
Hemisphere  of  our  own  continent.  It  is  time 
that  we  formed  an  American  spirit.  The  po- 
litical principles  of  oar  own  Government  called 
on  us  to  establish  the  interests  of  freedom  in 
other  Governments,  and  to  sanction  and  con- 
firm the  representative  principle  wherever  it 
is  acted  on — especially  near  home. 

The  committee  rose  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bbsnt, 
at  half-past  four  o'doek. 

Satcrdat,  March  18. 
Jfavy  Ebspital  Fund, 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  20th  of  January  last;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Navt  DKpABnaan',  March  16,  1824. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  the  resolntion  of  the  House  of 
RepresentativeB  of  the  20th  January,  "  That  the 
Coxnimssioners  of  the  Naiy  Hospitals  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  sums  which 
they  have  received  and  expended  by  virtue  of  the 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  establishing  Naiy  Hospitals ; ' 
the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  182d,  designating  the  sum  which  has 
been  *  absorbed  in  the  pay  of  the  Naiy,  and  which 
ia  due  to  the  Hospital  Fund,'  and  what  measures 
they  have  adopted  to  cany  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  said  act,'"  we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter  fh>m  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasuxy, 
with  a  statement  of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditors 
Office,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  said 
fimd  up  to  the  Slst  of  December,  1823. 

The  law  separating  the  Naval  from  the  Marine 
HoBpital  Fund  was  passed  on  the  26th  Februaiy, 
1811.  On  that  day  a  balance  of  |B,782  86,  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Fund,  was 
cairied  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund. 
This  sum,  with  the  deductions  authorized  by  law, 
from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
constitutes  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund. 
These  deductions  have  been  regularly  made  when- 
ever the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  have  received 
their  pay,  and  tiie  sums  so  deducted  have  been  IcA 
in  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy,"  which  is  of  course  re- 
Gponjsible  for  them.    They  were  not^  in  the  first  in- 


stance, drawn  from  the  **  pay  of  the  Navy,**  at  the 
times  in  which  they  accrued,  in  consequence  of  the 
war  which  succeeded  the  passage  of  the  law,,  and 
were  left  in  the  same  situation  for  several  vears 
afterwards. 

By  the  report  made  on  the  29ih  of  October,  1828, 
it  appears  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund 
at  that  time  was  $117,074  84 ;  since  which  the  de- 
ductions from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  and  for  which  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  "  is 
responsible,  have  'amounted  to  $2,638  61,  making 
the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  on  the  Slst  of  December, 
1823,  amount  to  $119,712  95,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  which  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  com- 
missioners. 

Alter  the  estabUshment  of  the  fund  in  Februaiy, 
1811,  and  before  the  dOth  of  September,  1821,  the 
expenditures  by  the  commissioners  amounted  to 
$10,652  85 ;  since  that  time  there  has  beeti  drawn 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commis* 
sioners,  $43,835  87;  and,  in  September,  1823, 
$18,000  were  paid  for  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital 
near  the  navy  yard  at  Gharlestown,  Massachusetta 
These  three  sums  added  together  make  $71,988  72, 
which,  added  to  the  sum  of  $119,712  95,  for  which 
the  '^pay  of  the  Navy  "  is  responsible,  makes  $191,- 
701  67,  being  the  whole  amount  of  money  which  has 
accrued  to  the  fund  since  its  establishment 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
only  funds  which  the  commissioners  can  immediately 
control  for  the  objects  of  the  law,  are  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz :  $48,836  87.  The  debt 
due  from  the  **  pay  of  the  Navy  "  can  only  be  paid  as 
balances -of  the  appropriations  for  that  object  shall  re- 
main at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  as  these  appropria- 
tions are  founded  upon  estimates  calculated  with 
great  care  and  accuracy,  and  are  barely  adequate  to 
accomplish  their  object,  it  is  manifest  that  it  M'ill  be  a 
long  time  before  the  fond  is  repaid,  and  tlie  commis- 
sioners will  have  the  control  of  fdl  the  means  which 
properly  belong  to  it. 

The  delay  will  greatly  postpone  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law  creating 
the  fund,  and  do  injustice  to  ^ose  who  have  contribut- 
ed to  it,  and  who,  by  the  delay,  will  be  deprived  of 
its  benefits. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  have 
heretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  mako 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  returns  of 
the  disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  aU  moneys  ac- 
cruing to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund  during  the  quarter, 
and  give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a 
warrant  may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the 
agent  of  the  fund.  By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  and  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy  "  will  not  become 
any  further  indebted  to  it. 

In  September,  1823,  the  commisnoners  purchased 
a  site  for  a  hospital  adjoining  the  navy  yard  at 
Gharlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  which  they  paid 
$18,000,  and  have  made  a  contract  for  another  site 
near  the  navv  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  all  the 
**  measures  tLey  have  adopted  to  cany  into  .effect  the 
provisions  of  the  act."    Respectfully,  &c. 

WILLU.M  H.  CRAWFORD, 
J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Sfbakbb  of  the  Hoim  ofR^%. 
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Bules  of  the  JBbuse — Ac^oumment^  and  Lie  an 
Table— No  DebaU, 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  (for  expunging  the  81st  rule  of  the 
House,  wliich  is  in  the  words  following :  "  A 
motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order  if 
after  four  o'clock  p.  m. ;  but,  before  that  hour, 
it  shall  not  be  in  order,  if  there  be  at  the  time 
any  question  pending  before  the  House;  that, 
and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  de- 
cided without  debate,")  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sider ation. 

A  desultory  debate  arose  on  this  question,  in 
which  Messrs.  Flotd,  Tatlob  of  New  York, 
RiOH,  Stewart,  Whipple,  Little,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  MoCoy,  Krei^b,  Oxtlpepeb, 
Randolph,  MoAbthub,  and  Mabtindalb  took 
part  • 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Lit- 
tle and  MoCoT,  was  successively  amended,  so 
as  to  retain  those  clauses  of  it  which  declare 
that  the  motion  to  a^ourn,  and  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  de- 
bate. On  striking  out  the  residue  of  the  rule, 
which  forbids  a  motion  to  adjourn  being  made 
until  four  o'clock,  while  any  question  is  pend- 
'  ing  before  the  House,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
caJ^ed  by  Mr.  Taylob,  and  were:  yeas  95, 
nays  89. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule,  as  thus  amended,  is 
as  follows : 

'*  A  motion  to  ftdjoom  shall  be  always  in  order; 
that  motion,  and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall 
be  decided  -without  debate." 

General  Appropriation  Bill — North  Portico 
for  the  Fresidenfs  Mouse. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1824,  was  taken 
np,  and  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  committee 
were  in  part  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  $25,000  for  the  north  portico  of 
the  President's  house — 

Mr.  Oushman,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  House 
to  the  followiog  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  the  article  under  con- 
sideration will  be  retained  in  the  bill;  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the 
House  for  support ;  nor  do  I  despair  of  assistance 
from  gentlemen  in  whose  nature  the  principles 
of  economy  seem  to  be  deeply  radicated.  It 
appears  from  statements  already  made,  that  the 
portico,  to  erect  which  the  appropriation  is  re- 

guired,  is  a  part  of  the  or^^al  plan  of  the 
ouse  built  for  the  nse  of  our  Presidents.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  edifice,  at  some  period 
of  onr  Republic,  is  to  be  finished.  The  present, 
on  various  accounts,  appears  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  carry  on  the  work  to  completion.  Our 
country  is  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and,  rich 
in  resources,  can  command  ample  funds;  the 
materials  for  building  are  cheap ;  the  price  of 
labor  is  low;  the  Treasury  is  in  a  condition  to 


afford  the  expenditure ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
laudable  spirit  to  countenance  eoooomy,  and  to 
protect  domestic  industry ;  and  on  the  prmci- 
plee  of  economy,  ahd  for  the  benefit  of  IndostrT, 
among  other  reasons,  I  nrge  the  appropn&tion. 
If  adequate  sums  should  be  granteo,  the  public 
edifices,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  ^ill  be 
brought  to  such  perfection,  that  the  skill  and 
superintendence  of  the  architects  may  be  di^ 
pensed  with,  together  with  the  principal  artifi- 
cers, and  most  of  the  workmen;  and  nereby  i 
great  saving  of  expense  will  be  made  to  the 
nation.  These  considerations  address  them- 
selves with  great  force  to  our  passion  for 
economy;  and,  if  we  consult  its  tme  maxiiffi, 
we  shall  certainly  grant  the  appropriation.  &it 
there  are  other  reasons.  The  portico,  when 
completed,  will  be  not  merely  aa  ornamental, 
but  a  usefm  appendage. 

The  house  of  the  Preadent  resembles,  in  some 
respeetS)  a  city  set  on  a  hiU — it  cannot  be  hid. 
It  becomes  the  dignified  resort  of  citizens  spd 
strangers;  the  attractive  point  of  all  official 
characters,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of 
foreign  Governments.  Here,  also,  are  to  be 
seen,  on  suitable  occasionB,  brilliant  aasembbg» 
of  both  sexes — a  bright  constellation  of  beam? 
and  accomplishments.  If  il  be  asked.  For  wbst 
purpose  ?  The  answer  is,  to  smooth  the  i»- 
perities  of  human  nature ;  to  harmonize  what  is 
harsh  or  discordant  in  the  mind;  to  refioe  tlie 
social  affections;  to  interchange  dvifities;  to 
pay  respect  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  tlie 
nation  and  his  family ;  to  relieve  the  iSi^w 
patriot  from  the  monotonons  scene  of  bnsines; 
to  cherish  a  virtuous  emulation,  and  to  fo^ 
good  feelings. 

And  do  not  reason  and  propriety  require  that 
the  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  mansioB 
should  be  adapted  to  the  station  and  dignity  of 
the  occupant,  and  to  the  respectability,  r^fiae- 
ment,  and  delicacy  of  his  guests?  Ou^ht  not 
every  circnmstance  and  appnrtenanoe  conspire 
to  give  pleasure,  and  to  make  a  favorable  im- 
pression  of  our  national  character  and  taste! 
But,  sir,  what  is  the  fact?  Needlremind  yoa 
of  the  serious  inconveniences  to  be  encount^ 
on  an  inclement  evening,  in  descending  from  the 
carriage,  or  retuminff  from  the  saloon  t  If  tbe 
healthy  and  robust  of  our  sex  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  cold  and  dampening  snows,  the  drendh 
ing  rains,  the  piercing  winds,  or  the  noxkw 
vapors,  are  these  elemental  annoyances  attended 
with  no  ill  effects  to  ih^  fairer  and  more  (fo^ W 
portion  of  our  race  ?  .  Must  they  be  debarred  the 
social  pleasures  of  life,  the  interviews  of  friend- 
ship, or  be  obliged  to  e]\ioy  them  at  the  expeoet 
of  their  health  and  safety?  Shalll,  Mr.  Speake; 
be  more  explicit  ?  It  were  useless,  before  such  an 
assembly  as  this.  I  know  your  urbanity.  1 
duly  appreciate  the  gallant  spirit  of  this  Hoose. 
To  these  I  appeal,  in  behalf  of  those  to  a£- 
conmiodate  whom  the  generous  gladly  ^^y 
and  for  whose  protection  the  brave  as  cheerfalil 
expose  themselvefl  to  hardships^  to  Bufferio^ 
and  wounds. 
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There  are,  however,  other  strong  indacements. 
I  ask,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  orator,  bnt 
not  with  the  saime  views,  ^^Quam  rempublicam 
hal>emu8t  In  qua  urbe  vioimusf^^  Is  it  not 
the  Republic  wnioh  owes  its  ezisteoce  to  the 
wisdom  and  valor  of  our  sages  and  heroes  ?  Is 
h  not  the  oity  which  bears  the  proud  name  of 
WASHiMaTON?  And  are  we  not  emulous  to 
give  suitable  dignity  to  the  one,  and  appropriate 
decorations  to  the  other  ?  The  Oapitol,  in  which 
we  exert  our  talents  and  display  our  eloquence 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
stands  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  a  vast 
extent  of  country.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend 
its  vision,  the  rural  scenery  around  borders  on 
the  sublime  and  beautiful ;  and,  to  me,  it  seems 
that  this  site,  and  landscape,  and  the  objects  pre- 
sented to  view,  invite  us,  with  a  powerful,  though 
silent  eloquence,  to  give  to  the  metropolis  of  our 
nation  correspondent  magnificence  and  beauty. 

The  proud  oppressors  of  the  earth,  at  different 
periods  of  time,  have  erected  cities  to  their 
own  fame,  and  adorned  them  with  spoils  of 
conquered  nations.  Not  so  is  it  with  the  city 
of  Washington.  The  people  of  the  United  States, 
prompted  by  motives  which  do  honor  to  the 
Republican  character,  decreed  it,  and  are  rear- 
ing it  up  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  Father  of 
his  C)ountry.  As  long  as  our  Republic  shall 
remain,  it  will  be  a  standing  monument  to  his 
glory. 

Mr.  MoAbthub,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  reply.  He 
should  not  attempt,  he  said,  to  follow  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  in  all  the  windings  of  the 
learned  speech  he  had  Just  delivered.  For  him- 
8^4  he  was  a  backwoodsman,  brought  unin 
tents  and  camps,  and  not  practised  in  making 
fine  speeches;  but  he  thought  it  was  sufficiently 
plain  that  this  portico  was  not  a  matter  of  any 
necessity,  and  had  better  be  dispensed  with. 
He  believed,  according  to  appearances,  that  we 
should  be  at  no  loss  in  finding  a  tenant  for  the 
House  without  more  repairs.  The  building  was 
now  complete,  and,  in  his  Judgment,  better 
without  the  portico  than  with  it.  The  portico, 
which  had  just  been  completed,  was,  he  believ- 
ed, but  little  used,  if  at  all.  He  did  not,  to  be 
sure,  profess  to  be  very  intimate  at  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  but  he  had  frequently  passed  it, 
and  never  yet  saw  the  south  portico  occupied, 
or  used  in  any  way.  Aa  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  there  in  bad  weather,  there  is  no  com- 
pulsion which  obliges  us  to  visit  the  President's 
house  while  the  weather  is  bad,  or,  at  least,  to 
take  the  fair  ladies  there  of  whom  the  gentle- 
man had  spoken.  He  could  not  but  consider 
the  proposed  item  of  appropriation  as  a  useless 
expense,  especially  when  we  recollect  that  the 
nation  has  a  debt  yet  hanging  over  it  of  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  As  to  the  magnificence  of 
this  Hall  and  the  Oapitol,  to  which  the  gentle- 
man had  alluded,  the  expenditure  to  produce  it 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  money  thrown  away. 
This  Hall^  as  a  place  for  speaking,  was  nearly 
useless — it  was  merely  by  accident  that  any 
thing  could  be  heard  at  his  seat  that  was  read 


from  the  Clerk's  table — ^members  voted  in  the 
dark— -and  might  be  voting  away  the  public 
money  without  knowing  it,  for  the  want  of 
distinctly  hearing  the  resolutions  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table.  Government  would  yet  have  to 
abandon  it,  and  build  a  plain  square  room, 
where  members  could  hear  what  each  other 
said.  He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  style  of 
this  Hall  ought  to  be  no  guide  in  erecting  our 
public  buildings ;  and  he  hoped  never  to  see  it 
followed.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
agreeing  to  the  appropriation. 
"''.Kb 


Mr. 


Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  no 


interest  in  this  portico,  and  he  could  not  vote 
in  favor  of  it.  He  was  one  of  those  who  went 
upon  the  old  Bepublican  principles;  he  had 
started  in  '08  on  those  principles,  and  he  meant 
to  adhere  to  them.  Ue  could  not  see  any 
valuable  end  to  be  answered  by  adding  another 
portico  to  the  President's  house,  unless,  indeed, 
it  was  to  make  a  monument  of  what  the  gentle- 
man called  *^  simple  grandeur."  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  might  think  this  HaU,  too,  was  a 
monument  of  "  simple  grandeur" — ^but,  for  his 
part,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  thought  it  was  a  monu- 
ment of  pride  and  extravagance,  and  not  of  old 
Republican  principles.  He  could  not  under- 
take to  answer  the  gentleman's  fine  speech ;  to 
him,  a  great  part  of  it  was  unintelligible;  and, 
in  reply  to  some  quotations  he  had  made  in  it, 
from  a  dead  language,  he  should  answer  in  his 
own  mother  German  tongue :  Ich  Tiabe  es  nicht 
i>€TBtandm*  He  did  not  believe  that  any  man 
hjsd  a  right  to  entail  debt  upon  posterity.  Con- 
gress, to  be  sure,  had  the  power  to  do  so,  but 
they  could  not  do  it  on  any  moral  principle. 
And,  before  we  set  about  making  monuments 
of  "  simple  grandeur,"  we  had  better  be  sure 
that  we  have  the  money  to  make  them  in  our 
pocket.  He  did  not  tiiink  Congress  had  a  right 
even  to  put  up  a  necemxry  building,  till  we  were 
able  to  pay  for  it— [a  laugh,  and  a  call  to  order.] 
As  to  this  portico,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  as  un- 
necessary as  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  wagon.  The 
gentleman,  to  be  sure,  had  made  a  long  speech 
about  it,  and  it  might  be  oratory,  for  aught  ha 
knew,  but  it  certainly  had  nothing  of  solid 
reasoning  in  it 

Mr.  HoGEBOOic,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  from  the  Chair- 
man of  tl\p  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
(Mr.  CusHMAW,)  whether  much  expense  had  al- 
ready been  incurred  in  preparing  materials 
for  the  proposed  portico.  He  did  not  con»der 
the  building  of  this  portico  as  a  matter  very 
necessary,  bnt  if  much  expense  had  been  gone 
into  to  provide  for  it,  it  might"  perhaps,  be  better 
to  go  on  with  it;  if  not,  he  thought  the  money 
might  be  much  better  applied  *o  repMring  the 
injuries  in  the  wall  which  surrounds  the  enclo-  . 
sure  of  the  President's  house,  and  in  smoothing 
away  some  of  the  precipices  in  the  bank  within 
it,  which  are  now  so  unsightly. 

Mr.  Shabfb,  of  New  York,  made  a  farther  in- 

*  I  didn't  nndexsUnd  the  genflenuui. 
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quiry  about  some  stone  which  were  dfieflsed, 
and  lay  in  front  of  the  OapitoL 

Mr.  GusHHAN  explained. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appro- 
priation, and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  65, 
nays  115. 

O&neral  AppropriaUcm  BiX^-Beductian  of  Di- 
plomatic Corps. 

The  Honse  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  took  np  for  consideration  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1824. 

Jir,  Gazlat  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  and  the  question  being  on 
iBoncarring  in  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the 
committee — 

Mr.  Gazlat  said  he  hoped  the  Honse  woold 
not  ooncnr,  and,  if  it  did  not,  he  should  then 
move  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  proviso 
to  appropriate  $49,000,  as  a  sum  adequate  to 
the  maintenance  of  European  foreign  relations. 
Mr.  G.  said,  the  practice  of  more  than  twenty 
years  has  been  to  provide,  generally,  for  foreign 
intercourse,  without  designating  the  places  of 
Ministers.  This  had  obtained  through  the  tide  of 
successM  and  unsuccessful  experiment,  and  he 
saw  no  good  reason  to  change  it  He  was  not 
prepared  for  the  doctrine,  that,  whenever,  and 
as  often  as  the  President  might  choose  to  ap- 
point a  Minister  to  the  court  of  any  despot  m 
Europe,  this  House  was  bound  to  echo  the  ap- 
pointment; and,  as  often  as  an  appointment 
should  be  made  by  tiding  a  member  from  the 
Senate — ^a  principle  not  surely  agreeable  to  the 
people — ^that  we  should  do  the  same ;  he  thought 
the  safest  way  was,  to  leave  each  department 
to  bear  the  responsibility  of  its  own  constitu- 
tional discretion.  The  long  practice  which  gave 
sanction  to  the  course  he  proposed,  was,  to  his 
mind,  a  sufficient  proof  of  its  correctness. 

He  wished  the  sum  reduced  for  two  reasons, 
viz:  because  he  believed  that  there  were  many 
national  objects  to  which  it  could  be  more  ad- 
vantageously appropriated ;  and,  because  he  saw 
no  good  reason  for  maintaining  Ministers  of  the 
first  grade  at  the  courts  of  all  the  despots  in 
Europe,  when  there  was  no  national  obiect  for 
them  to  accomplish.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  al- 
ways understood  that  foreign  Ministers  were  in- 
tended for  the  making  of  treaties,  or  for  setdinff 
some  great  national  question ;  and,  ab  we  had 
neither  of  these  now  on  hand,  with  the  great 
crowned  heads,  he  must  presume  that  ours  had 
no  other  design  than  the  maintenance  of  a 
system  of  espionage;  and,  although  this  might 
do  well  enough  for  one  tyrant  to  watch  another, 
he  thought  it  totally  inadmissible  for  a  great 
republic.  What  have  we  now,  said  Mr.  G.,  to 
do  in  Europe  to  justify  the  number  and  expense 
of  foreign  Ministers?  and  how  many  great 
objects  have  we  which  demand  all  our  resources  ? 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  this  course 
had,  or  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  he  could  not  reconcile  it  with 
auy  sound  principle  of  demoi^aoy. 


Mr.  MoL  AmE  advocated  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Gaziat.  The 
question  being  put,  tne  amendment  was  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  remaining  amendments  having  been, 
also,  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  ient  to 
tne  Senate  for  concurrence. 


TuBSDAT,  March  16. 
Monument  to  OenenU  Wooiter. 

A  Message  from  the  Psisibent  of  the  Usn- 
RD  States  was  received  and  read,  as  foUows: 
To  the  ffoiue  of  Repreamtatioet  of  the  UmUd  StaUi: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentatives  of  the  17th  of  Febmarj  lasti  nqiieit- 
ing  *^  information  whether  any  measores  had  lea 
taken  for  carryiDg  into  efi^t  the  resolntian  of  Coo- 
greas  of  June  17,  1777,  directing  a  monument  to  bt 
erected  to  the  memory  of  David  Wooeter,  a  Brigadier 
General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Statea,  who  idl  | 
in  defending  the  liberties  of  America,  and  bnTdy  re- 
pelling an  inroad  of  the  ^riti<^  forces  to  Danbniyia 
Conneotioat,*'  I  haye  caused  the  neceaaaiy  inqniriM 
to  be  made^  and  find,  by  the  report  of  the  B^gi^of 
the  Treamiy,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  ta 
the  memory  of  that  patriotio  and  gallant  officer,  b« 
haa  any  money  been  paid  to  the  £xecative  of  Coa- 
nectiont  on  that  aooonnt. 

JAMES*MONB0L 

Mabcb  17, 1821 

The  Messaffe  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BaUojf^s  Case. 

Mr.  Sloahb  moved  to  postpone  all  the  pre- 
vious orders,  and  take  up  the  report  of  tba 
Oonomittee  of  Elections  unfiavofable  to  the  ligbt 
of  John  Bailet,  a  member  of  this  Honse,  to  a 
seat  therein.  Mr.  Bailet  was  prooeediDg  with 
some  remarks,  but  the  Chair  pronoun^  aB 
discussion  out  of  order  till  the  question  was 
taken  on  considering  it.  It  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  aimrmative — ayes  103,  noa 
62. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  CommittM 
of  the  Whole,  Qix.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
report  above  mentionedL  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  was  read. 

Mr.  Bailbt.  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Cnair  as  foUows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  feel  peculiar embarrssBinent 
in  offering  my  views  of  the  preaent  snyert, 
from  a  conviction  that  I  shall  be  ooahle  to  «> 
it  justice.  Even  if  my  health  were  perfectly 
good,  I  should  labor  under  the  disadvantage  « 
being  unused — totally  unused — to  public  apeak* 
ing.  This  misfortune,  joined  wilii  a  very  feeble 
state  of  health,  renders  it  impoesibie  that  1 
should  do  justice  to  a  subject  in  which  I  cannoi 
avoid  feeling  great  interest.  I  h<4»,  therefor^ 
that  this  committee  will  do  me  the  &vor  to 
believe  my  cause  really  much  better  than  my 
representation  of  it  will  be. 

it  cannot  escape  observation  that  the  qooa- 
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tion  now  nnder  consideration  is  not  ail  ordinary 
instance  in  the  history  of  contested  elections. 
Nearly  all  snch  questions  have  for  their  object 
to  ascertain  what  is  the  real  will  of  the  people. 
In  the  present  case,  the  object  is  to  discover  if 
there  be  any  mode  of  defeating  the  will  of  the 
people. 

On  this  subject,  one  rule,  it  is  belieyed,  may 
be  laid  down  with  perfect  truth.  And  it  is 
stated  with  the  more  confidence,  since  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  chairmen  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Elections  for  its  correctness.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  a  late  cas^  the  contested  election  from 
New  York,  which,  we  all  remember,  rested 
mainly  on  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
the  decision  of  the  commissioners  of  election  in 
that  State  respecting  a  sinffle  yote,  that  gentle- 
man remarked,  that  in  order  to  set  aside  this 
decision  of  the  commissioners,  it  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  raise  a  doubt  on  the  case ;  l^ere  must 
be  made  out  a  clear  and  "  positive'*  case  against 
the  decision.  This  remark,  Mr.  Chfdrman,  I 
heard  with  particular  pleasure ;  both  because  it 
was  a  just  remark,  and  because  I  hoped  that 
not  only  that  gentleman,  but  this  House,  would 
extend  the  same  just  and  liberal  principle  to 
my  own  case.  The  truth  of  the  principle  can- 
not be  doubted.  And  if  it  applies  to  the  decision 
of  the  conmiisaoners  of  an  election,  with  how 
much  more  force  does  it  apply  to  the  expressed 
will  of  the  people  of  a  whole  distnct  f  A  strong 
and  positive  case  indeed  ought  to  be  made  out, 
before  such  an  esqpression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  is  set  aside.  And  I  undertake  to  show 
that  the  report  of  the  Oonunittee  of  Elections 
has  entirely  fSailed  to  make  out  such  a  case. 

In  contested  elections,  arising  under  either 
the  General  or  the  State  governments,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  ^ve  a  liberal  construction  in 
favor  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  This  practice, 
it  is  believed,  has  never  been  departed  from, 
except  in  times  of  great  party  heat  and  excite- 
ment. In  the  present  times  it -is  trusted  that 
no  such  excitement  will  be  found  to  exist  It 
is  not  to  be  denied  that  efforts  have  been  made, 
out  of  doors,  both  at  the  time  of  the  election 
and  more  recently,  to  give  a  party  turn  to  the 
oase  now  under  discussion.  But  J  trust  l^at  no 
such  efforts  will  avail;  that  this  House  will 
permit  no  such  feelings  to  mingjie  in  the  discus- 
sion. I  appeal  with  confidence  to  l^is  House 
to  take  that  liberal  view  of  the  privileges  of 
the  people,  which  has  so  universally  prevailed 
onquestions  of  this  nature. 

ii>r  the  first  time  within  my  knowledge,  we 
have  a  departure  from  fiiia  liberal  construction 
in  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Elections  now 
before  you.  The  principles  of  this  report  are 
indeed  new;  they  are  wholly  unprecedented. 
In  no  authorities,  either  legislative  or  judicial, 
do  we  find  the  principles  here  avowed.  Inhab* 
itanoy,  according  to  this  report,  means  purely 
and  simply  ^*  locality  of  existence** — ^the  mere 
fkct  of  being  in  n  place.  This  definition,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  was  never  before  heard  of^  and  is 
at  war  with  the  sphrit  of  all  our  free  institations. 


When  I  was  elected  to  this  House,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  I  was  employed  in  the  Department 
of  State.  The  question  occurred— Shall  I  resign 
that  employment,  and  accept  a  seat  in  this 
House?  This  was  an  interesting  question  to 
one  who  depended  for  his  living  on  his  own 
exertions,  in  this  country  nearly  all  of  us  are 
compelled  to  pursue  some  course  of  honest  in- 
dustry for  our  support ;  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  most  fortunate  for  the  country  that  this  ne- 
cessity is  so  general.  To  a  person  thus  situated, 
the  question  presented  for  decision  was  an  in>- 
portant  one.  Doubts  I  know  were  entertained 
of  my  eligibility.  I  extended  my  inquiries  to 
all  analogous  cases  within  my  reach ;  and  they 
were  all,  without  exception,  in  favor  of  my 
eligibility.  I  learnt  the  opinions  of  some  of 
our  first  citizens  on  this  point;  and  they  too 
went  to  the  same  result.  I  have  learnt,  acci- 
dentally in  most  cases,  the  opinions  of  at  least 
twelve  of  the  very  first  statesmen  and  jurists  of 
the  nation ;  and,  what  is  most  reitarkable,  those 
opinions  are  perfectly  unanimous — ^not  one,  of 
the  whole  number,  is  opposed  to  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  tmih  of  the  question.  I  do  not 
mention  this  fact,  under  the  impression  that 
such  opinions  should  have  a  binding  force  with 
this  House.  With  this  House,  and  this  House 
alone,  the  constitution  has  left  the  full  conti-ol 
of  questions  like  l^e  present.  But  the  opin- 
ions of  sach  persons  are  entitled  to  respectful 
consideration.  And  it  is  natural  to  suppose, 
that  they  must  have  had  decided  weight  with 
me,  when  determining  in  my  own  mind  the 
question  of  acceptance. 

Before  examining  the  prindples  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  1  beg  leave  to  notice  several 
errors  in  it,  in  point  of  fact 

The  report  (p.  6-7)  says :  •*  It  is  contended  by 
Mr.  Bailey,  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
General  Government  while  in  this  District,  and 
had  expressed  an  intention  of  returning  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of 
that£tate.**  I  certainly  never  contended,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  remained  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts,  merely  trom.  the  two  facts  here 
stated.  But  I  did  contend  for  it,  from  those 
two  facts,  supported  by  another  most  important 
fiict,  that  this  constant  declaration  of  my  inten- 
tion of  returning,  was  confirmed  by  my  whole 
course  of  conduct  while  I  was  employed  in  this 
District — by  my  total  disconnection  with  the 
civil  affairs  of  this  place.  We  all  know  the 
irresistible  propensity  of  freemen  to  take  part 
in  the  civil  concerns  of  tiiose  communities  in 
which  tiiey  intend  to  make  their  permanent 
abode.  My  entire  abstinence  from  taking  such 
part  in  this  District,  most  strongly  corroborates 
my  uniform  declaration,  that  I  intended  it  as 
merely  a  temporary  abode. 

The  report  (p.  7)  further  says:  **  The  fi&ct  is 
conceded,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and 
for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr.  Bailey  was  ac- 
tually an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Washington." 
The  obvious  understanding  of  this  remark 
would  be,  that  this  fact  had  been  conceded  by 
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me.    Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact.    No  snch 
concession  has  ever  heen  made  hj  me. 

[Here  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  the 
committee  were  ohliged  to  state  the  points  of 
Mr.  B.'s  defence  from  recollection  merely,  as  it 
had  never  heen  put  into  their  hands  in  writing, 
hat  merely  read  to  them.  Mr.  B.  replied,  that 
his  defence  was  read  to  the  committee  on  the 
29th  of  January,  from  a  rough  draught— that 
he  was  to  have  given*  in  a  correct  draught  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee^  on  the 
fourth  of  Fehmary — ^but  that,  in  the  meantime, 
on  the  second  of  February,  he  learnt  from  the 
conmiittee  that  they  had  determined  on  their 
report  This  fact,  together  with  a  desire  to 
incorporate  some  remarks  on  several  points  sub- 
sequently suggested  by  the  committee,  was  the 
reason  why  the  corrected  draught  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee.] 

The  report  (p.  8)  also  says,  that  I  assumed 
^  the  character  of  the  head  of  a  family."  This  is 
entirely  iucorrect,  unless  there  be  some  peculiar 
and  technical  meaning  of  the  phrase,  different 
from  its  common  meaning.  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  consider,  that  a  person,  in  order 
to  be  the  head  of  a  family,  must  either  own  or 
rent  a  house — or  must  have  the  government  of 
the  domestics  of  the  family — or  must  regulate 
its  pecuniary  expenses,  or  at  least  fumi&  the 
means.  Some  one.  at  least,  if  not  all,  of  these 
incidents,  I  have  always  supposed  necessary  to 
constitute  the  head  of  a  family.  Tet  not  a  sin- 
gle one  of  these  incidents  has  attached  to  me, 
during  my  residence  in  this  District 

These  errors  in  point  of  fact,  in  the  report  be- 
fore ufl,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  in 
the  first  instance;  as  they  may  have  had  an  xm- 
favorable  influence  on  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  they  have  had  such  in- 
fluence with  a  single  member,  it  is  hoped  these 
remarks  will  correct  it 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice 
some  of  the  points  and  arguments  contained  in 
this  very  extraordinary  report ;  and  wiU  show, 
not  only  that  many  of  them  are  founded  in 
error,  but  that  many  are  whoUy  inconsistent 
with  each  other. 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report  it  is 
stated,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
*^  one  of  great  national  consequence."  Tfiis  re- 
mark could  not  certainly  be  intended  to  apply 
merely  to  the  individual  seat,  which  is  now 
contested ;  but  must  be  meant  to  refer  to  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  question  under 
discussion.  Is  the  remark  correct,  even  in  this 
respect?  Our  present  National  Government 
has  been  in  operation  for  thirty-five  years.  At 
the  end  of  thirty-five  years,  one  case  has  oc- 
curred, in  which  a  person  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  Government  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
this  House.  Perhaps  in  thirty-five  years  more, 
another  case  may  occur.  Is  this  an  alarming 
prospect?  Is  the  case  one  of  such  "  great  na- 
tional consequence?"  I  will  agree  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that 


if  another  case  should  occur  within  the  next 
thirty-five  years,  and  we  should  both  haveseati 
on  this  floor,'  I  wiU  join  him  in  a  vote  in  &?ar 
of  an  amendment  of  the  constitntion,  whidh 
shall  expressly  exclude  from  this  Houee  lIlpe^ 
sons  not  actually  resident  in  the  States  in  whidi 
they  are  chosen.  But  I  will  whisper  in  the  ear 
of  that  gentleman,  that  if  he  feels  alarmed  le^ 
the  purity  of  this  House  should  be  destroyed, 
and  is  anxious  for  a  remedy,  there  is  an  azneod- 
ment  which  might  be  made  in  the  c(Hi8tatotioii, 
far  more  efficacious  than  the  one  proposed. 
Let  the  constitutioD  be  amended,  so  as  to  pro- 
hibit Executive  appointments  from  being  nide 
from  this  and  the  other  branch  of  CongreasL  If 
there  is  real  danger  of  Executive  inllQenoeiiL 
Congress,  here  is  a  field  more  worthy  of  the 
gentleman^s  labor  tilian  the  one  in  which  be  has 
been  industriously  engaged. 

We  are  further  informed,  by  the  report,  that 
the  wise  framers  of  the  constitution  must  hare 
foreseen,  that  the  Seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment would  collect  a  number  of  persons, "  whose 
long  habit  of  dependence  on  those  who  uugfat 
fill  the  chief  places  in  the  Government,  would 
do  much  towards  enlisting  them  in  sopport  d 
almost  any  cause  which  the  Adnmustratkfi 
might  wish  to  promote."  Without  8tq)piDgtD 
inquire  whether  mankind  are  really  as  oompt 
as  this  remark  implies,  I  must  denv  &e  iIlfe^ 
ence  drawn  from  it  in  the  report  It  isinfened, 
that  because  these  framers  foresaw  thissappoeed 
state  of  things,  therefore  they  meant  to  prohibit 
the  election  to  this  House  of  any  person  sore- 
siding  at  the  Seat  of  Govenupent  I  have 
already  adverted  to  the  far  greater  infloence  of 
the  Executive  in  this  House,  by  the  unlimited 
power  of  appointment  from  among  its  memberi 
If  the  number  of  members  which  have  bees 
thus  appointed  for  thirty-five  years  past,  be 
compared  with  the  number  (one)  elected  to 
this  House  among  those  employed  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  we  shall  see  the  magnitude  (tf 
the  influence  from  the  former  sonroe,  c(Hnpar«d 
with  that  from  the  latter.  Now,  to  soppoee 
that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended 
expressly  to  guard  against  the  latter  compan- 
tively  trifling  source  of  Executive  influence,  aod 
yet  overlooked  the  former  overwhebuiDg  one, 
is  to  suppose  them  an  assembly  of  weak  and 
short-sighted  men,  wholly  unworthy  of  the 
great  trust  reposed  in  thenu  It  is  plain,  tbeo, 
&at  they  had  no  sudi  fears  as  this  r^>ort  attrib- 
utes to  them ;  but  believed  that  men  might  be 
honest  though  once  employed  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  or  though  even  under  the  £tf 
stronger  influence .  of  a  hope  of  still  farther 
Executive  patronage. 

The  report  proceeds  to  state  that  "  the  \r» 
theory  of  representative  government"  reqniree 
that  the  representative  bd  ^^  selected  from  ttw 
bosom  of  that  society  which  is  composed  of  his 
constituents  ;^'  and  that  he  shoula  posses  a 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  polidcal  Ti^^f* 
and  for  that  purpose  should  "  mingle  m  their 
company  and  join  in  their  convenMitioDar  ^ 
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that  he  should  esDeoially  have  ^'  that  reciprocitj 
of  feeling  and  iaentitj  of  interest  whidi  exist 
only  among  members  of  the  same  oommnnity.*' 
This  is  a  beantiftd  theory,  but  happens  to  make 
no  part  of  oar  constitution,  and,  werefore,  bos 
no  application  to  the  cose  in  question.  We  are 
all  prone  to  fancy  to  ourselves  what  ought  to  be 
a  rule  of  action,  and  thence  to  infer  that  such 
is  in  faoi  the  established  rule.  This  is  an  error. 
Our  inquiry  now  is,  what  is  the  constitution? — 
not,  what  ought  it  to  bet  That  the  above  pic- 
ture is  ideal  and  unsupported  by  the  constitu- 
tion, is  easily  shown.  *  Suppose,  when  I  came 
to  this  city.  I  had,  instead  of  this,  gone  to  the 
State  of  Onio,  and  settled  there,  with  full  and 
evident  intention  of  making  it  my  permanent 
abode.  And  suppose,  in  one  month  after  this, 
.a  district  of  that  State  ^ad  been  as  infatuated 
as  a  .district  in  Massachusetts  seems  to  have 
been,  and  had  in  its  weakness  selected  me  to  a 
seat  in  this  House.  This  would  unquestionably 
have  been  a  valid  and  constitutional  election. 
"What,  then,  becomes  of  the  above  beautiful 
theory  of  representative  government?  Where 
is  the  representative  coming  from  the  bosom  of 
the  society  of  his  constituents?  Where  his 
mingling  in  their  company — ^his  joining  in  their 
conversations—and  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
their  character  and  political  views  ?  It  is  plain 
that  nothing  of  this  is  found.  Yet  a  provision 
securing  these  advantages,  the  report  asserts,  is 
'^  absolutely  necessary*'  for  ''  every  well-regula* 
ted  Government"  Either,  therefore,  our  Gov- 
ernment is  not  a  well-regulated  one,  or  the  re- 
port under  consideration  is  incorrect.  We  shall 
be  safe  in  continuing  to  believe  that  our  Govern- 
ment is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  people  may 
still  be  trusted  with  selecting  their  own  repre- 
sentatives, without  a  danger  that  they  will  select 
persons  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  interests 
and  views. 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  is  quoted 
in  the  report,  as  declaring,  that  a  person  shall 
be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  ^' where  he 
dwelleth  or  hath  his  home."  This  the  com- 
mittee consider  as  "  settling  conclusively  "  the 
meaninff  of  the  word.  Persons  acquainted  with 
the  civil  concerns  of  the  State  well  know,  that 
that  definition  is  held  as  leaving  the  question  as 
doubtful  as  it  found  it.  So  far  is  it  from  settHuff 
the  question  conduaively  in  fsivor  of  the  rigid 
doctrine  of  the^  report,  that  the  whole  practice 
of  that  State  proves  the  reverse.  The  decisions 
of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State,  as 
ivell  as  its  legislative  proceedings,  prove  that 
the  word  inhabitant,  in  that  State,  does  not 
mean,  as  this  report  contends,  barely  residence 
in  a  place,  but  refers  to  a  person  as  a  member  of 
the  political  community.  The  qualification  of 
a  voter  for  Governor  and  Senators  is  inhabit- 
ancy, without  using  at  all  the  word  citizen  or 
citizenship.  And  }^et  (see  M&ss.  Reports,  vol 
2,  p.  245,  268,  and  vol  7,  p.  623)  the  question 
respecting  a  right  to  vote,  is  invariably  consid- 
ered as  involving  the  question  of  citizenship, 
l^nmerous  cases  also  in  its  legislative  history 


show,  that  inhabitancy  is  retained,  without  ac- 
tual residence.  Besides,  the  terms  citizen  and 
inhabitant  are  used  in  the  constitution  of  the 
State  without  any  apparent  distinction. 

I^  therefore,  we  take  the  use  of  t^ie  term  in- 
habitancy in  Massachusetts,  as  the  test  of  the 
legality  of  the  election  in  question,  it  is  most 
unquestionably  legal.  Every  authority  is  in  its 
favor.  And  ^is  use,  probably,  ought  to  be  the 
test.  When  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  says,  that  a  member  of  this  House  must, 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  State  in  which  he  is  chosen,  it  probably 
leaves  to  each  State  to  determine  what  shall  be 
its  own  terms  of  inhabitancy.  If,  however,  we 
take  the  other  ground,  and  consider  the  ques- 
tion as  one  to  be  determined  solely  by  the  Oon- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  without  reference 
to  the  State  authorities,  it  has  already  been 
shown  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  as 
admitted  by  the  committee  themselves,  had  a 
dififerent  understanding  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  inhabitant  from  that  contended  for  in  this 
report. 

In  reply  to  the  almost  irresistible  argument 
in  my  favor  drawn  from  the  numerous  instances 
in  which  persons  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
inhabitants,  while  absent  in  public  employment| 
the  report  contends  that  such  instances  cannot 
be  properly  adduced  as  precedents,  where  the 
question  was  not  formally  agitated  and  decid- 
ed. This  doctrine  I  venture  to  say  is  unsound. 
Whatever  may  be  its  correctness  as  applied,  in 
the  strict  practice  of  courts  of  law,  to  princi- 
ples, it  cannot  be  true  as  applied  to  the  mean- 
ing of  a  word.  Language,  we  aU  know,  is  per- 
fectly arbitrarv.  The  meaning  of  a  word  is  de- 
termined whole  by  its  use.  If  the  people  of  a 
country,  by  common  consent,  consider  a  person 
as  an  inhabitant  of  a  State,  though  he  is  tem- 
porarily absent  in  public  employment,  this  must 
be  received  as  the  true  meaning  of  the  word, 
even  if  there  were  not  a  single  formal  decision 
on  the  point.  Such  general  practice  shows 
what  is  the  common-sense  interpretation  of  the 
word ;  and  is  conclusive  of  the  question. 

There  is  one  argument^  Mr.  Chairman,  entitled 
to  great  consideration ;  it  is  the  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  govern- 
ment. The  Committee  on  Elections,  however, 
in  their  report,  confess  themselves  unable  to 
discover  ai^  thing  in  this  circumstance  applica- 
ble to  the  present  case.  To  my  view,  the  cir- 
cumstance is  a  most  important  one—so  impor- 
t'ant  tibat  perhaps  the  question  might  be  r^ted 
safely  on  this  point  alone,  without  even  naming 
any  other. 

The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  district  erected 
expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  the  States 
of  this  Union,  as  the  seat  of  their  common  Gov- 
ernment. This  common  Gh)vernment  exercises 
exclusive  legislation  over  it.  Every  State, 
therefore,  partakes  of  its  jurisdiction;  and  every 
person  residing  in  the  District  is  under  the  par- 
ticipant jurisdiction  of  hia  own  State.  To  say, 
then,  that  a  person^  ooming  from  one  of  the 
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States  to  this  District^  has  left  entirely  the  ju- 
risdiction of  his  own  State,  is  incorrect ;  he  has 
1^  its  peculiar  and  separate,  but  not  its  parti- 
cipant jurisdiction.  Let  us  suppose  a  district  of 
ten  miles  square  in  the  centre  of  Maryland,  di- 
vided into  four  equal  parts,  and  owned  by  four 
individual  persons.  Suppose  these  persons  ^ould 
convert  one  square  mile,  in  the  centre  of  this 
District,  into  a  joint  property,  for  the  purpose 
of  a  park.  And  suppose  Maryland  should  pass 
a  game  law,  prohibiting  every  person  from 
hunting  on  any  grounds  not  his  own.  Can  we 
believe  that  this  law  would  prohibit  those  four 
proprietors  from  hunting  in  their  joint  park  f 
^o.  Yet  in  the  same  sense  in  which  this  park 
is  the  property  of  these  four  persons,  is  the  Dis- 
trict or  Columbia  the  territory  of  each  State  in 
the  Union.  "Who  will  deny  that  each  State  par- 
ticipates in  the  legislation  of  this  House?  In 
the  same  degree  it  participates  in  the  jurisdio- 
tion  of  the  District  of  Columl^ia. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  an  Ambassa- 
dor or  other  Minister  is  wholly  different  from 
the  present  case,  because  he  is  invested  ex- 
pressly with  certain  privileges  by  intematianal 
law.  This  difference  is  wholly  imaginary.  The 
real  substance  of  the  privileges  of  a  Minister  ia, 
that  he  is  not  subject  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  And 
the  reason  of  this  is  given  by  writers  on  public 
law.  This  exemption  is  given,  because  without 
it  he  could  not  discharge,  properly  and  inde- 
pendeptly,  the  duties  of  his  office.  This  is  the 
simple  account  of  the  case ;  there  is  no  magic 
in  it  whatever.  A  Minister  is  allowed  certain 
privileges  while  abroad,  to  flEicilitate  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  while  there,  but  having  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  continuance  or  exer- 
cise of  merely  municipal  rights  at  home. 

This  view  is  supported  by  the  very  meaning 
of  the  word  international.  International  law  is 
the  law  which  prevails  between  nations,  and  is 
entirely  distinct  from  the  internal  law  of  a  na- 
tion. The  qualifications  of  members  of  this 
House  are  prescribed  by  our  own  internal  and 
purely  municipal  regulations.  To  call  in  inter- 
tional  law  to  set  aside  or  restrain  a  municipal 
regulation  of  a  purely  municipal  subject,  is 
plainly  an  error.  A  Minister,  appointed  to  a 
foreign  mission,  receives  the  protection  of  in- 
ternational law  the  moment  he  leaves  his  own 
country.  He  enjoys  this  protection  while  on 
his  passage  out,  while  in  a  loreign  country,  and 
whUe  on  his  return ;  but  the  moment  he  touches 
his  own  country,  that  moment  this  protection 
ceases^  and  he  becomes  subject  again  to  the 
municipal  regulations  of  his  country.  Interna'- 
tional  law  returns  him  to  his  country,  but  can- 
not allot  him  to  this  or  that  particxdar  section 
of  it.  The  latter  is  the  part,  purely,  of  munici- 
pal law.  To  say  that  international  law  deter- 
mines whether  a  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
on  his  return  from  his  mission,  is  an  inhabitant 
of  Georgia  or  of  Maine,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to 


be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  is  too  ob- 
vious^ incorrect  to  need  comment 

But,  even  if  we  could  for  a  moment  admit, 
that  international  law  can  determioe  the  mimi- 
oipal  privileges  of  our  citizens,  it  has  no  bearing 
on  the  question  of  inhabitancy,  if  the  doctiise 
of  the  first  report  be  correct,  tJiat  privileges  re- 
late wholly  to  citizenship,  while  inhabitant 
means  the  simple  fact  of  local  existence.  To 
resort  to  international  law  to  ascertain  the  iaet 
where  a  person  has  his  looal  exiatence,  is  to 
give  that  law  a  use  which,  it  is  believed^  is 
wholly  new. 

Under  every  view  of  the  sabjeot^  therefore,  it 
is  evident  that  international  law  oannot  be 
brought  to  fix  any  difference  between  the  can 
of  an  Executive  officer  in  foreign  empLoymeDt, 
and  one  employed  at  tbe  Seat  of  Govemment 
If  '^  the  word  inhabitant  comprehends  a  simple 
fact,  locality  of  en^nce,^'  as  the  first  report 
contends,  then  a  Miiuster  reading  abroad  mA 
plainly  ceases  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  his  om 
cx)untry,  during  such  residence.  I^  on  the  oth^r 
hand,  as  the  second  report  contends,  a  Minister, 
as  to  his  inhabitancy,  ^'mnst  be  oonsdereda 
in  the  same  situation  as  before  the  acceptance 
of  the  appointment,''  since  he  is  in  "tbepe^ 
formanoe  of  his  duty  abroad ;''  equally  oogfat  i 
person,  who  b  in  ^^  the  perfomumce  of  his  do^" 
in  an  Executive  office  at  Washington,  to  ''be 
considered  as  in  the  same  sitaation  as  before  tk 
acceptance  of  the  appointment."  The  sbk 
rule,  under  a  Govemment  of  eqnal  laws,  moEt 


apply  to  both. 
From  t 


these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  tiie  prin- 
ciples contained  in  the  report  of  tiie  Committee 
of  Elections  on  the  case  in  question,  and  of  ^ 
obvious  inconsistency  of  its  difiEerent  parts,  ve 
may  easily  determine,  whether  that  deir  ao^ 
positive  case  is  made  oat,  without  which  ik 
right  of  a  tttting  member,  and  the  clearly  ei* 
pressed  will  of  the  people,  ought  never  to  beset 
aside. 

When  Mr.  Bailet  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  put  several  qoeni 
in  illustration  of  the  case. 

To  which  Mr.  Bailet  briefly  replied. 

liL*.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  €oia> 
mittee  rise;  which  motion  was  negatived- 
ayes  71,  noes  76. 

Mr.  Bbent  then  spoke  in  support  of  the  li^ 
of  Mr.  Bailet  to  his  seat,  and  against  the  if^ 
port  of  the  committecL  which  he  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  tne  word  "  not** 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  i 
wish  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but,  on  a/ccooA 
of  tiie  lateness  of  the  hour,  moved  that  tbe 
committee  rise ;  which  was  carried. 

The  committee  rose  accordingty,  and,  havic^ 
reported  progress,  had  leave  to  ml  again. 


Wednesday,  March  17. 
Mr.  BaUeyU  Oim. 
The  House  then  passed  to  the  orden  of  tbe 
day,  and  upent  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whd^ 
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(Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  in  the  case  of  John  Bailey. 
And  the  qnestion  being  on  Mr.  Bbent^b  mo- 
tion, to  strike  oat  the  word  ^'  not''  in  the  close 
of  that  report,  so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  Mr. 
Bailey  is  entitled  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  this 


Mr.  FxTLLSB  said  he  felt  some  embarrassment 
in  addressing  the  committee,  in  consequence  of 
the  notice  given  yesterday  of  his  intention,  a 
circumstance  he  always,  if  possible,  avoided. 
He  would  not  deny,  he  said,  that  he  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  convince  them  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  views  which  he  entertained  upon 
the  subject  of  the  contested  election  of  the 
sitting  member  from  the  district  of  Norfolk,  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  power  of  deciding  upon  the  clums  of 
members  to  their  seats  is  given  in  the  1st 
article^  6th  section  of  the  constitution,  in  these 
words,  viz:  "Each  House  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications^  of 
its  own  members.*'  This  clause  comprehends 
three  particulars :  elections,  returns,  and  "  quali- 
fications." The  two  first  it  is  manifest,  cannot 
have  been  previously  considered  and  determined 
by  the  people  themselves,  and  are,  therefore,  to 
be  det^mined  by  the  House,  unaided  and  uxiin- 
flu^nced  by  such  previous  determination.  But 
the  "  qualmoations"  of  the  member,  as  they  must 
have  existed  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
election,  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  electors  them- 
selves, and  if  the  House  should  reverse  their 
decision,  it  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  most 
clear  and  incontrovertible  reasons.  What  are 
the  qualifications  required  by  the  constitution 
for  a  member  of  this  body?  That  he  be 
twenty-five  vears  of  ase,  have  been  seven  years 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  ^  when 
elected,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he 
shall  be  chosen."  The  last  of  these  qualifica- 
tions is  the  only  one  necessary  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  present  case ;  and  of  this,  above 
all  others,  I  contend,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the 
citizens  by  whose  suflfrages  the  member  was 
elected,  and  has  hitherto  held  his  seat,  pos- 
sessed far  better  means  of  Judging  correctly 
than  this  House,  or  its  Committee  of  Elections, 
can  possibly  possess.  Without  going,  at  this 
moment,  into  technical  definitions  of  the  term 
inhabitant^  I  may  safely  affirm  &at  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  the  constitution,  in  requiring  a 
member  to  be  an  inhabitant ;  to  secure  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  interests  of 
his  constituents;  to  identify  his  views  and 
springs  of  action  with  theirs,  may  be  more 
safely  confided  in  its  application  to  the  constit- 
uents themselves  than  to  any  other  tribunal 
whatever.  The  general  character  of  a  candidate 
for  the  people's  favor,  his  habits  of  intercourse 
with  themselves,  his  knowledge  of  their  circum- 
stances, opinions,  and  interests,  are  peculiarly 
within  their  view,  and  subject  to  their  obser- 
vation. They  cannot  possibly  err  in  their 
Judgment  upon  these  points;  and  their  interest 
VouVn.— 44 


coincides  with  their  local  and  personal  feelings 
in  withholding  their  suffrages  from  any  canm- 
date  who  is  deficient  in  these  respects.  If  they 
are  satisfied,  there  can  be  very  Httie  danger 
that  the  member  is  wanting  in  the  qualification 
of  being  an  inhabitant  according  to  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  Now,  this  judgment  of 
the  Electors  is  founded  upon  innumerable  cir- 
cumstances of  dail^  occurrence,  which  can 
never  admit  of  being  detailed  in  depositions, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  be  presented  in  their 
true  and  proper  light  to  this  House.  Hence 
arises  the  obvious  inference,  that  the  decision 
of  the  people  on  this  point  ought  not  to  be 
reversed  but  upon  palpable  grounds,  and  by  no 
means  upon  any  construction  or  technical  nicety 
in  regard  to  the  terms  employed  by  the  fitimers 
of  the  constitution. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  is  important  to  ascertain 
the  import  of  the  term  iruiatntanty  as  used  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
cannot  but  express  some  surprise  at  the  limited 
and  very  loose  conceptions  of  the  committee^  on 
this  point  But  I  ought  here  to  observe  that, 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  though  I  shali 
often  have  occasion  to  dissent  entirely  from  the 
committee,  a  miyority  of  whom  only  concurred 
in  their  report,  both  in  their  premises,  and  in 
their  general  reasoning,  I  nevertheless  feel  a 
sincere  respect  for  them,  personally,  and  I 
freely  .accord  to  them  the  merit  of  honorable 
intentions  and  of  patient  inquiry.  Nor  ought 
any  censure  to  attach  to  those  citizens  of  ]^r- 
folk  district,  however  few  in  number,  who 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  bring  before  this  House 
a  question  upon  the  constitution  of  tiieir  coun- 
try, which  they  might  deem  important.  In 
their  definition,  the  committee  say,  the  word 
inhabitant  comprehends  a  cdmple  fad;,  '^  locality 
of  existence.'^  Beport,  p.  4.  In  the  next  page, 
they  quote  Yatteil^  book  1,  ch.  19,  sec.  218, 
M  the  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citizens, 
are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settie  and 
stay  in  the  countiy;  they  do  not  participate 
in  aU  the  rights  of  citizens."  Is  it  possible, 
that  this  definition  from  Vattel,  who  is  merely 
describmg  strangers  and  foreigners,  can  be 
the  sense  in  which  the  word  "inhabitant" 
was  used  by  the  framers  of  our  constitution? 
It  is  apparent,  that  the  translator  of  Vattel  has 
used  the  word  inhabitant,  in  the  sense  which  is 
universally  attached  to  the  word  resident ;  and 
without  having  exanuned  the  original  for  the 
purpose,  I  think  it  probable  the  idea  of  the 
author  would  have  been  correctly  expressed  in 
in  odr  language,  by  the  latter  word.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  the  constitution,  in 
speaking  of  inhabitant,  certainly  does  not  mean 
"strangers"  or  foreigners.  Equally  certain  it 
is,  that  ^  locally  of  existence"  is  not  the  con- 
stitutional demiition,  since  this  transfers  a 
man's  inhabitancy  from  one  place  to  another, 
whensoever  he  may  be  obligea  to  journey  from 
one  town  or  State  to  another,  however  short 
his  stey,  and  however  speedy  his  return.  Every  * 
absence  from  the  place  of  his  permanent  abod» 
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would  be  a  suspension  of  bis  inbabitancy,  and 
a  temporary  disfrancbisement  of  bis  rigbts, 
under  tbe  constitution.  Tbe  true  meaning  or 
tbe  word  inbabitant,  in  my  opinion,  is,  a 
person  wbo  bas  a  permanent  bome  or  domicil 
in  a  place.  In  tbis  definition  I  am  sustamed  by 
Vattel:  "  Tbe  domicil  is  tbe  babitation  fixed  in 
any  place,  witb  tbe  intention  of  always  staying 
tbere.  A  man  does  not,  tben,  establisb  bis 
domicil  in  any  place,  unless  be  make  sufficiently 
known  bis  intention  of  fixing  tbere,  eitber 
tacitly  or  by  an  express  declai'ation.  However, 
tbis  declaration  is  no  reason  wby,  if  be  afte> 
wards  cbanges  bis  mind,  be  may  not  remove 
his  domicil  elsewbere.  In  this  sense,  he  wbo 
stops,  even  for  a  long  time  in  a  place,  for  tbe 
management  of  bis  afiEairs,  has  only  a  simple 
habitation  tbere,  but  bas  no  domicil."  B.  1, 
eh.  19,  sect  218.  That  it  is  in  tbis  sense  of  per- 
manent habitation,  that  tbe  word  inhabitant  is 
used  in  tbe  constitution,  is  clearly  shown  from 
the  fact  adverted  to  in  tbe  report  of  the  com- 
mittee itaelf.  Tbe  word  resident  was  used  in 
tbe  first  draught  of  tbe  constitution,  and  after- 
wardS)  upon  mature  consideration,  was  struck 
out,  and  ^4nhabitant"  substituted,  as  it  now 
stands,  as  the  qualification  for  Eepresentativea ; 
while,  in  art.  2,  sec.  1,  it  was  provided,  in  the 
original  draught,  that  tbe  President  shall  have 
been  fourteen  years  an  "inhabitant"  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  was  afterwards  so  altered  as 
to  require  tbe  present  provision,  viz :  that  he 
shall  have  been  "fourteen  years  a  resident 
within  the  United  States."  Hence,  it  is  certain 
that  it  was  then  intended,  as  to  the  candidate 
for  President,  not  merely  that  he  should  have 
his  permanent  habitation  for  that  period  of 
timcL  in  the  country,  because  such  habitation 
would  not  preclude  hia  absence  from  tbe 
country  on  public  or  private  business,  per- 
haps two-thirds  of  tbe  time ;  but  he  should 
have  tbe  advantage  of  actual  residence,  or, 
in  the  words  of  the  report,  of  *^  local  exist- 
ence,"   during  that  period,  within  the  limits 

"  of  the  country  over  which  he  is  to  preside. 
At  the  same  time,  a  Representative  is  required, 
not  merely  to  have  bis  residence,  or  temporary 
"local  existence,"  in  tbe  State  "  when  elected," 
which  he  might  do,  without  any  fixed  habita- 
tion tbere,  and  without  haying  ever  passed  a 
month  or  even  a  week  within  the  State,  or 
having  any  right  or  interest  in  common  with 
its  citizens ;  but  he  must  have  his  permanent 
habitation  or  domicil  in  tbe  State,  wbich  is 
implied  in  requiring  him  to  be  an  ^' inhabi- 
tant" How  much  more  wise  and  effectual 
is  tbis  provision,  than  the  requisition  of  resi- 
dence only,  must  be  obvious  to  all;  yet,  it 
is  in  tbis  sense  only,  by  the  construction  of 
tbe  committee,  that  a  Representative  is  re- 
quired to  be  an  inhabitant.  He  must^  when 
elected,  have  bis  'Mocal  existence"  within  the 
State,  but  his  permanent  habitation  may  be 
in  any  other  State,  or  in  any  other  country  I 

'  Their  quotations  from  Vattel^  showing  that 
inhabitants  may  be  strangers,  tbat  is  to  say, 


foreigners,  fully  justifies  me  in  ascribiug  to 
them  this  preposterous  interpretation  of  iht 
constitution. 

The  committee  very  properly  concede,  that 
the  definition  of  tbe  word  "  inhabitant,"  as 't 
was  contemporaneously  understood  in  Kas» 
chusetts,  ought  to  have  great  weight  ia 
fixing  its  import  in  the  present  case;  md 
they  cite  a  passage  in  the  coD£titQtion  d 
that  State,  for  tbe  purpose  of  sustaining  thdr 
own  conclusion  upon  that  point,  viz:  ^'7o 
remove  all  doubt  concerning  the  word  inluls- 
tant,  in  this  constitution,  every  person  shill  be 
considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  cf 
electing  and  being  elected,  into  any  office  or 
place  within  the  State,  in  that  town,  distzkt, 
or  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth  or  hath  hii 
home."  Rep.  p.  6.  Now  this  passage  in  our 
State  constitution  is  in  point,  not  to  snppon, 
but  to  confute,  the  reasoning  of  tbe  committee; 
for  it  shows,  conclusively,  &at  tbe  dtizess  i 
Massachusetts  can  elect  and  be  elected,  ib.'. 
where  they  have  a  mere  ^Mocal  existeoce,' 
where  they  are  "  strangers,"  in  the  langaagec( 
Yattd;  but,  where  they  have  their  "bome''- 
their  domicil,  or  permanent  residence. 

In  conformity  with  this   understanding  i 
their  constitution,  has  been  the  constant  jstt. 
in  Massachusetts,  of  which  it  is  easy  to  a::- 
merate  many  instances  in  point.    As  a  qnfl^- 
cation  for  the  office  of  Grovemor,   the  sea 
constitution  requires  that  the  candidate  ^ 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  tiie  State  for  sens 
years  "  next  preceding  bis  election."    Mr.  G<« 
had  been  absent  in  England^  six  or  seven  yei.^ 
as  a  commissioner  under  the  treaty  of  1791^ 
within  three  or  four  years  after  his  retoni  vs- 
elected  Governor.    This  was  in  times  of  mu". 
party  contention,  yet,  among  many  objectici3 
taken  at  the  scrutiny  in  the  Legislative,  t^ 
was  never  once  mentioned.     The  present  <r:- 
vemor,   Eustis,    had   been    absent  from  h 
country  on  a  foreign  mission,  for  many  yori 
and  within  three  or  four  years  after  bis  rear. 
was  elected  to  the  same  office.     It  never  csa 
occurred  to  those  who  preferred  his  rival  ti 
he  was  not  eli^ble,  because,  for  more  than  U 
the  "  seven  years  next  preceding  his  election,"^ 
had  had  his  ^*  local  existence  "  in  a  foreign  &*£- 
try.    Kor  are  instances  wanting  of  persons  v2- 
were  absent  on  their  own  priTate  concerns,  b-ei:: 
elected  to  offices  requiring,  bj  the  constitiiti' - 
that  they  should  bave  been  inhabitants  a  te:^ 
of  years,  which  included  the  period  of  tbrr 
absence,    "next   preceding"    their  elecdc:; 
among  whom  the  cases  of  Bemamin  BitchbcT: 
and  W  illiam  Hull  were  in  evidence  before  t^ 
committee.    To    obviate   the    force  of  tl:e^ 
practical  interpretations  of  the  term  ^'inhsl^ 
tant,"  as  used  in  Massachusetts,  the  oomn::^' 
are  obliged  to  resort  to  tbe  supposition  thi:  '^^ 
elections  were  not  duly  contested  or  scmtinuei 
because  such  opposition  to  the  ^  choice  of  ^^ 
people  is  a  very  unpleasant  task.^    But  the  i^ 
is  well  known  that  this  **  unpleasant  task''  "^^ 
constantly,  and  with  avidity,  undertaken  tr  n- 
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Yfils  and  partisans,  whenever  any  plausible  pre- 
text was  afforded ;  and  many  examples  of  sno* 
cessfol  opposition  to  sitting  members  might 
easily  be  aadaced.  The  real  cause  of  forbear- 
ance to  take  this  exception  to  the  validity  of 
the  elections,  before  stated,  was,  that  the  com- 
mon sense  and  understanding  of  the  community 
concurred  in  giving  the  construction  for  which 
we  contend,  to  the  term  in  question. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  permanent 
domicil,  the  home  or  habitation  of  a  person  to 
be  determined— of  a  man  who,  though  once 
well  known  as  both  an  inhabitant  and  resident, 
has  been  several  years  absent  f  The  answer  is  not 
difficult ;  the  true  characteristic  is  the  animus 
revertendi,  the  intent  of  returning.  When  a 
person  removes  from  his  proper  home,  and  goes 
to  another  State  or  counlry  with  the  intention 
of  fixing  there  his  home,  his  rights,  as  an  in- 
habitant of  the  place  from  which  he  departs, 
cease  immediately,  and  do  not  continue,  as  the 
committee  erroneously  suppose,  till  he  shall 
have  acquired  new  rights  in  **  the  place  where 
he  has  taken  up  his  residence.''  Bep.  p.  5. 
The  very  act  of  departure,  with  the  intention  of 
not  returning,  severs  at  once  his  relation  ot 
citizen,  and  divests  all  his  rights  and  privileges 
as  such.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  leaves  his  home 
for  any  other  State  or  country  to  transact  busi- 
ness, public  or  private— -as  a  minister  in  a  foreign 
court,  or  a  consul ;  or,  as  a  merchant,  a  &ctor, 
or  a  student — still  intending,  when  the  object 
of  his  departure  from  his  permanent  home  shall 
have  been  accomplished,  to  return  and  resume 
his  accustomed  residence;  then  he  is  never 
divested  of  the  rights  which  his  inhabitancy 
conferred.  His  absence,  it  is  true,  deprived  him, 
in  some  respects,  of  enjo^ng  those  rights,  while 
it  continued,  but  the  nghts  themselves  were 
neither  extinguished  nor  suspended. 

In  many  cases,  it  is  true,  tiiere  may  be  much 
difficulty  in  determining,  or  proving,  the  exist- 
ence or  non-existence  of  the  intention  of  re- 
turning; and  I  have  no  doubt  the  confused  and 
contradictory  reasoning  of  the  committee  may 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  traced  to  their  mistaking 
the  evidence  of  the  criterion  for  the  criterion 
Itself.    Thus  they  say,  p.  8,  if  a  son  absents 
himself  from  his  father's  house  for  years,  and 
Ih  the  mean  time  marries  a  wife — ^his  original 
domicil  must  be  considered  as  abandoned,  and 
a  new  one  established,  &c.    N"ow,  who  does 
not  see  that  the  mere  circumstances  of  absence 
from  his  home  for  several  years,  and  marrying 
a  wife  in  another  place,  are  not  ipio  facto  a 
permanent  change  of  habitation ;  they  are,  in- 
deed, circumstances  having  a  tendency  to  es- 
tablish the  real  criterion,  the  intention.    The 
truth  is,  a  person  cannot  assume  the  right  of  a 
citizen  or  inhabitant  in  the  place  to  which  he 
removes,  without  his  own  voluntary  assent. 
The  relation  of  a  citizen  to  the  country  or  com- 
munity where  he  belongs,  is  a  contract,  and  his 
assent  is  indispensable.    By  mere  residence,  it 
is  true,  he  incurs  certain  obligations,  and  by 
comity  between  our  States  and  cities,  his  silence 


alone  might  be  considered  as  implying  his  as- 
sent to  become  a  citizen ;  but  if  he  remains 
sQent,  when  he  really  does  not  intend  to  be- 
come a  citizen  by  a  permanent  residence,  and 
by  that  means  is  admitted  to  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  citizen,  he  commits  a  fraud  upon  the  com- 
munity, whose  comity  is  thus  abused.  If  he 
disclosed  the  truth,  that  he  considers  the  place 
from  which  he  came  as  his  proper  home,  and 
that  he  does  not  intend  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  place  of  his  temporary  residence,  nor  to 
identify  himself  as  such  with  its  interests ;  he 
could  not  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zens and  inhabitants.  Will  any  one  deny  that 
a  person,  persisting  in  such  an  intention,  ex- 

?licitly  avowed,  of  returning  to  Boston  or 
'hiladelphia,  his  native  city,  and  the  place  from 
which  he  had  emigrated,  would  not  be  allowed, 
at  Bichmond  or  Charleston,  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage  as  a  citizen?  "Eo  length  of 
time,  not  even  marriage  or  any  other  circum- 
stance, could  obviate  the  sin^e  objection  as 
long  as  it  continued  to  exist  Our  laws  for 
naturalization  of  aliens'  require  a  solemn  de- 
claration in  a  court  of  record  of  the  wish  and 
Intention  of  foreigners  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  duties  and  rights  of  citizens.  The  differ- 
ence between  foreigners  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  each  other,  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  alienage,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression ;  the  principles  in  transfer  of  rights 
ana  obligations  from  citizens  of  one  State  to 
another,  are  perfectly  analogous.  The  intention 
in  one  case  must  be  solemnly  avowed  in  a  court, 
in  the  other  it  is  sometimes  inferred  from  resi- 
dence and  silence,  with  other  concurrent  cir- 
cumstancee;  but,  in  neither  case,  can  the  new 
relation  of  citizen  be  obtained  asamst  the  ex- 
plicit intention  of  the  individual  himself. 

Let  us  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  of 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  whose  seat  is 
contested.  He  is  &  native  of  Canton,  in  the 
State  for  which  he  was  elected;  but,  at  an 
early  age,  left  his  father's  house,  and  received 
his  education  at  a  college  in  a  neighboring 
State.  When  his  education  was  completed,  he 
was  appointed  an  instructor  in  the  same  semi- 
nary, where  he  remained  several  years. 

On  his  return  to  hia  native  place,  he  was  very 
shortly  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  and  on  tiiat  occasion^  his  absence 
from  the  State  was  urged  as  a  disqualification 
under  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  before  stated,  requiring  the  inhabitancy  of 
members  within  the  State  for  a  term  of  years 
next  preceding.  After  full  investigation,  the 
objection  was  abandoned,  which  is  another 
practical  interpretation  of  the  term  inhabitant, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  In  autumn, 
1817,  he  was  anpointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  derk  in  tnat  department,  in  which  situ- 
ation he  remained,  till  he  was  elected  to  the 
station  which  he  now  occupies.  Durinc  this 
period,  he  has  frequently  revisited  his  mends 
in  Norfolk  district,  and  has  constantly  main- 
tained such  an  intercourse  through  the  medium 
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of  friends  and  correspondents,  as  has  preserved 
an  intunate  knowledge  of  his  present  constitu- 
ents, and  of  their  sentiments  and  political 
views.  Indeed,  without  this,  it  may  safely  be 
affirmed  he  could  not  have  obtained  a  nomina- 
tion, much  less  an  election,  against  numerous 
competitors  and  powerful  opposition.  Several 
years  since,  it  is  within  my  personal  knowledge, 
though  not  included  in  the  printed  evidence 
before  the  committee,  that  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  same  station,  which,  however,  was  at 
that  time  conferred  on  the  worthy  predecessor 
in  this  House  of  Governor  Eustis.  Before  his 
appointment  to  the  State  department,  and  while 
an  instructor  at  Providence,  he  selected  a  libra- 
ry, of  considerable  value,  which  was  placed  in 
his  apartment  in  his  fatner's  house,  and  there 
still  remains.  In  Washington  he  had  lived  in  a 
boarding-house,  and  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  official  duties,  taking  no  share 
whatever  in  the  local  concerns  of  the  city  or 
the  District  He  never  assembled  at  the  ward 
or  other  local  meetings,  was  never  a  candidate 
for  any  office,  was  never  assessed  in  any  tax,  or 
took  any  other  concern  in  the  interests  of  the 
place,  than  any  stranger.  Had  he  intended  to 
become  a  citizen  of  Washington,  it  is  reason- 
able to  presume  he  would  have  intermingled  in 
tiie  various  measures  which  have  characterized 
the  citizens  of  the  District.  With  the  ambition 
which  we  must  admit  he  has  always  enter- 
tained, of  participating  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  an  honorable  ambition,  of  which  he 
never  lost  sight,  instead  of  seekins  that  distinc- 
tion from  the  suffrages  of  his  native  district  of 
Norfolk,  he  would  probably  have  been  foremost 
among  those  who  have  so  exerted  their  efforts 
to  obtain  a  delegate  for  the  District  of  Oolum- 
bia  upon  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  these 
efforts  he  might  reasonably  have  expected  some 
distinction ;  and,  could  the  point  have  been  at- 
tained by  delivering  the  citizens  from  what 
some  of  them  have  recently  denominated  the 
*'  despotism  "  of  Congress — a  paternal  despot- 
ism, however,  they  admit  it  to  be — he  might 
fairly  have  challenged  a  high  place  among  the 
"liberators"  of  the  present  times.  From  all 
these  overt  acts  of  citizenship^  he  wholly  ab- 
stained ;  and  these,  in  my  opimon,  constitute  a 
chain  of  negative  facts,  which,  in  coincidence 
with  his  continued  and  uncontradicted  declara- 
tions of  his  intention  of  remaininj^  a  citizen  and 
inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  which  are  so  ex- 
plicitly proved,  can  leave  no  possible  doubt  that 
such  was  his  intention,  fixed  and  unchanging, 
from  the  day  of  his  departure  to  the  present 
hour, 

Mr,  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  short 
speech  in  support  of  the  report,  alid  against  the 
right  of  the  sitting  member. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  word  "not,"  and  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  55,  noes  105. 

So  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  reftised  to  re- 
verse the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  adverse  tu  Mr.  Bailey's  daim  to  a  seat. 


Mr.  BAin>0LpH  then  moved  that  flie  eommit- 
tee  rise,  and  report  their  concurrence  with  tial 
report. 

Mr.  Bailby  expressed  a  wish  to  address  tbe 
House,  and  was  desirous  that  the  gentieno 
from  Virginia  would  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
suffer  the  committee  to  report  progresi,  snd  i^ 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Bbbnt  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rif- 

DOLPH. 

Mr.  FuLLSB  moved  to  report  progress  andak 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Cluur  pronounced  this  motion  oot  i 
order,  as  it  was  not  yet  four  o^doek,  and  tiK 
rule  of  the  House  forbade  such  a  motion  ii 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  that  hour,  vt- 
less  to  ask  leave  to  sit  on  a  day  subeeqnent  to 
the  next  succeeding  one. 

Mr.  MoDuiTiB  contended  that  the  rale  ^ 
not  apply)  And  appealed  from  the  dedskm  i 
the  Chair. 

Some  confunon  ensued.  Several  nembn 
were  up  at  once.  The  appeal  was  vithdrm 
and,  after  much  altercation,  the  question  n 
taken  on  reporting  and  aaking  leave,  and  ^ 
cided  in  the  negative — ayes  79,  noes  86, 

The  question  was  next  pnt  on  reporting  lk 
resolution  of  the  committee  without  amod- 
ment,  and  carried. 

The  hour  of  four  having  by  this  time  ani«4 
Mr.  FuLLBB  renewed  his  motion  to  rise,  repot 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  vk 
carried. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  report«d^ 
resolution,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  agun ;  fd 
the  onestion  being  put  on  granting  leave,  it  «* 
decicied  in  the  affirmative— ayes  84^  noes  80. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  OuiPKPBir* 
House  adjourned. 

[The  grotmdjs  on  which  this  qnestion  iMtiL  v^^ 
best  understood  by  comparinffthe  repent  of  the  Cs- 
mittee  of  Elections  with  Mr.  Bailey's  replr*  h  i^ 
he  necessary,  snmmarily,  to  state  that  Mr.  Bid^ 
when  elected  by  his  constitaents  at  NorMk,  in  V» 
sachnaettSy  was,  and  for  several  yevi  had  bees,^ 
siding  at  Washington,  peifonning  jhe  dntf  ^^^ 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  had  mamediaG* 
ci^ ;  bnt  had  taken  no  ahaze  in  mmudpal  ccdces 
here,  and  constantly  declared  his  intcatinn  to  r^^ 
to  Massachusetts,  where  his  home  was  stated  to  ^ 
and  where  he  possessed  a  valoable  libraiy.  h  is  ^'• 
tended  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  tiiat  h  » 
not  an  "  inhabitant"  of  Norfolk  in  the  sense  of » 
constitution,  bnt  was  an  inhabitant  of  Wishbgt^ 
it  is  insisted  on  by  Mr.  B.  and  his  defeoden,  ^^ 
ihongh  actaally  resident  at  Washin|;ton,  this  t^ 
dence  was  temporary,  his  home  was  m  Noiftik,  a^ 
he  was,  therefore,  an  *< inhabitant"  of  Ae  ls0^ 
place,  witiiin  the  meaning  of  the  oonstitatiav  ^ 
was  to  be  considered  on  l£e  same  footing  ^^f 
eign  Ministers,  who,  though  bodily  ahssnt,  aiip»x 
serrioe,  retam,  nevertheless,  their  homes  inthorff*^ 
States^  and  axe  eligible  to  Congxea^  &c] 

Thubsdat,  March  18. 
Mr,  BaUey'i  (km, 
Mr.  ST0B88  said:  Let  us  difloaid,  ar,  Utf« 
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rabtle  refinementa,  which  only  lead  us  from 
perplexity  to  absurditj,  and  oonstroe  this  con- 
stitution as  we  shoold,  according  to  the  plain 
common  acceptation  of  words.  It  is  a  question 
of  conmion  sense  merely.  The  gentleman  has 
resided  in  this  city  more  than  seven  years ;  his 
family  are  here ;  his  dwelling-place  is  here ;  it 
is  his  home.  He  is  eligible  to  any  ofiSce  under 
the  corporation  of  the  place — a  subject  of  tax- 
ation in  the  District— liable  to  jury  duties.  I 
repeat  the  question  which  I  put  to  the  conunit- 
tee  before.  It  has  not  yet  been  answered.  If 
this  District  was  entitled  to  a  delegate  in  this 
Honse,  whose  qualification  should  be  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
would  he  not  be  eligible  to  the  place  ?  Is  he 
not  now  entitled  to  every  privilege  or  right  of 
an  inhabitant  of  this  District,  be  those  rights 
what  they  may,  civil  or  political  ?  These  ques- 
tions must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  and, 
nnless  it  can  be  shown,  that  he  has  a  sort  of 
doable  capacity,  which  may  constitute  him  an 
inhabitant  of  two  distinct  places  at  one  time, 
and  furnish  him  with  two  different  domicils,  he 
mnst  be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  of  this 
District  What  the  nature  of  his  rights  may 
be  here,  or  their  extent,  is  a  question  of  no  im- 
portance. Be  they  greater  or  less,  he  is  enti- 
tled to  them,  whatever  they  may  be.  It  is 
enough  for  us  that  he  has  become  an  inhabitant 
of  the  District,  and  has  lost  his  inhabitancy  in 
Massachusetts,  and  is  thereby  rendered  obnox- 
ious to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
forbids  his  eligibility  in  that  8tate. 

Against  these  plain  conclusions  of  common 
sense,  it  haa  been  maintained,  that  he  is,  never- 
theless, to  be  considered,  for  the  purpose  of 
eli^ility,  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts.  It 
is  so  contended,  for  the  alleged  reason  that  the 
removal  of  a  person  to  this  District,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  a  public  office,  shall  not 
work  a  dissolution  of  his  inhabitancy,  in  the 
State  from  whence  he  comes ;  but  that  he  shall 
still  be  deemed  to  retein  his  inhabitancy  as  a 
citizen  of  that  State.  This  doctrine  can  only 
be  maintained  on  ground  derived  either  from 
the  peculiar  political  relative  situation  of  the 
District,  or  the  nature  of  a  public  office  or  em- 
ployment What  peculiarity,  sir,  existo  in  rela- 
tion to  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  not 
common  to  all  other  territories  of  the  United 
States?  We  have  the  "power  of  exercising 
exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  ^*  over  it — a 
phrase  which  denotes  unlimited  sovereignty. 
We  are  sovereign  here  precisely  in  the  same 
sense,  and  to  the  same  extenl^  as  over  all  na- 
tional territory.  The  same  Jurisdiction,  for  the 
same  purposes,  to  an  unlimited  degree,  we  en- 
joy over  them  aH.  Inhabitancy  in  this  District 
IS  precisely  of  the  nature  of  inhabitancy  in  any 
other  territory  of  the  United  States.  Are  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  maintain  that  all  the  emi- 
grants to  tiie  Arkansas,  Michigan,  or  Florida 
Territories,  retain  their  inhabitancy,  under  any 
technical  notion,  in  the  respective  States  from 
which  they  went  ?  or  if  a  different  rale  is  to  be 


applied  to  their  case,  I  hope  gentiemen  will 
point  out  in  what  particular  such  a  difference 
exists  from  this  District,  and  on  what  principles 
it  is  founded.  Is  it  possible  that  inhabitancy 
may  be  acquired  in  these  Territories  by  re- 
moval to,  and  settiement  in  them,  and  not  in 
this  District?  It  is  a  distinction  altogether  un- 
tenable. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in  the  nature  of  the 
public  employment,  or  the  locality  of  the  duties 
of  the  office,  which  can  Justiy  create  a  distinc- 
tion? Had  the  gentieman  been  appointed  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Norfolk,  to  which  place 
he  had  removed,  where  he  had  married,  and 
resided  seven  years,  he  would  dearly  be  eligible 
to  this  House,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia. 
His  appointment  as  a  judge  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  or  Florida,  and  removal  to  the  seat  of 
his  duties  in  such  territory,  would  equally  con- 
stitute him  an  inhabitant  of  the  territory,  and 
he  would  doubtiess  acquire  the  capacity  of  be* 
ing  eligible  to  this  House  as  a  delegate. 

If  the  rule  which  gentiemen  contend  for  ap- 
plies to  a  removal  to  a  Territory  by  reason  of 
some  saving  power  of  original  State  inhabitan- 
cy derived  from  the  nature  of  the  employmenti 
the.  same  reason  would  preserve  the  iimabitancy 
on  a  removal  to  other  Stetes,  and  all  public 
functionaries  would  thus  retain  or  acquire  the 
riffht  of  eligibility  either  in  the  States  from 
which  they  removed,  or  which  they  had  adopt- 
ed, or  both.  By  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  all  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
your  Western  land  offices,  the  governors  and 
judges  of  the  Territories,  from  Lake  £rie  to 
Florida,  and  your  Indian  agents,  are  to  be 
deemed  inhabitants  of  their  original  States  and 
eligible  as  such  to  this  House.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
hoped  gentiemen  would  also  define  the  extent 
of  this  privilege  of  their  original  inhabitancy. 
Were  they  to  be  considered  as  inhabitants  of 
the  States  from  which  they  emigrated  for  any 
other  purposes,  and  for  what  purposes?  Would 
they  be  recognized  in  such  States  as  inhabitants 
for  any  local  purposes  ?  or  must  not  the  argu- 
ment result  in  the  absurd  conclusion  that  eligi- 
bility to  this  House  is  the  only  capacity  which 
they  retain  during  all  their  migrations  ?  If  any 
such  anomalous  and  incongruous  doctrine  can 
be  supported,  let  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  put  a  case 
which  has  actually  occurred  and  now  exists. 
The  present  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  re- 
moved from  South  Carolina  to  Philadelphia  on 
the  organization  of  the  Government— he  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  Philadelphia  until  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Qovemment  to  this  city 
in  1801.  Had  he  been  elected  before  1801  as  a 
representative  in  Oongress  from  the  city  or 
county  of  Philadelphia,  would  it  be  seriously 
urged  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  that 
place,  and  for  that  reason*  ineli^ble  ?  He  has 
since  removed  to  this  city ;  and^  aak  whether, 
by  this  new  doctrine,  he  is  still  to  be  considered 
as  an  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  or  has  he  been 
remitted  back  to  his  first  innabitancy  in  South 
Oarolinai  because  this  District  is  territory,  and 
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not  within  any  of  the  States — or  for  any  other 
reason  ?  It  has  been  asked,  in  general  terms, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  disfranchise  all  who  hold 
public  offices  in  the  District?  No,  sir,  I  am 
not.prepared  to  ontlaw  them,  if  this  is  what  is 
meant  by  the  question.  Bat,  when  gentlemen 
use  these  extreme  expressions,  it  is  well  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  political  right  of  all  has 
been  abridged  in  this  respect  by  the  constitu- 
tion. An  inhabitant  of  one  State  is  deprived 
of  the  right  of  being  elected  in  aU  the  other 
States.  Is  there  any  reason  in  the  imagination 
of  any  part  of  the  House,  why  this  District,  or 
those  who  are  inhabitants  here,  should  be  more 
highly  favored,  and  gifted  with  more  unlimited 
privileges,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  States? 
Where,  then,  is  the  disfranchisement  which  has 
been  so  often  complained  of  and  resounded  in 
this  debate,  and  in  what  does  it  consist?  The 
inhabitants  of  this  District  are,  in  this  respect, 
on  a  perfect  equality  with  all  others.  If  they 
have  not  the  right  of  sitting  in  this  House  as 
members,  the  fault,  if  anywhere,  is  in  the  con- 
stitution, which  has  denied  the  District  a  repre- 
sentation, because  it  is  a  union  of  the  States 
and  not  of  Territories. 

A  motion  was  now  (about  4  o'clock)  made  to 
acMourn ;  lost — ^ayes  80,  noes  96. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  John 
Bailey  came  to  the  dty  of  Washington  in  the  year 
1817,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  State  of 
Massaohuaettfl,  and  that  the  said  intention  baa  con- 
tinned  to  the  time  of  hia  election  to  this  House. 

"  Eetolvedf  thereforej  That  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
in  this  House." 

Mr.  Aboheb  moved  to  adjourn ;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  lost — ^ayes  80,  noes  100. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tatlob  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment 

Mr.  Bloase  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  call  the  House  sustained— ayes  98,  noes 
78. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  adjourn, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
The  House  refused  to  take  it  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn — ayes  41,  noes  124. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  (the  previous 
question  having  precluded  all  debate  as  well  as 
amendment,)  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, — 
yeas  125,  nays  55. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

[Pending  the  call  of  th^  yeas  and  nays^  when 
the  vote  of  Mr.  McDuffib  was  called  for,  he 
rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and 
gave  as  a  reason^  '^  that  he  wished  those  who 
would  come  after  him  into  this  House,  to  under- 
stand the  grounds  upon  which  his  vote  rested, 
for  which  purpose  he  offered  an  amendment, 


and  which  had  been  put  aside,  without  a  divi- 
sion, by  the  previous  question.^'] 


Friday,  March  19. 
^eet  of  the  Tariff,  dx. 

Mr.  Yak  Rensselaeb,  from  the  GommittM 
on  Agriculture,  who  were  instructed  to  inqnire 
if  an  increase  of  the  duty  now  established  bj 
law,  on  any  article  of  foreign  growth  or  manDfl^ 
ture,  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  agricaltariit 
and  if  there  be  any  such  article,  to  name  the 
same,  together  with  the  additional  amount  of 
duty  which  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  agriool- 
tural  interest,  made  a  report ;  whidi  was  hid 
on  the  table. 

Tlie  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  the  apprehensioii  of  yoar  committee,  vbi- 
ever  increases  the  consamption  of  its  prodncts,  i^ 
ther  at  home  or  abroad,  necessarily  advances  the  a* 
terest  of  agricnltnre.  He  who  cnltiY&tes  the  mC 
looks  beyond  the  sapply  of  his  own  wants  (v^ 
profits  of  his  labor.  He  looks  to  a  market  for  tbe  ss- 
plus  products  of  his  industry.  The  home  market,  i^ 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  at  all  times  to  k 
preferred  to  the  foreign  market,  when  the  leviri:^ 
agricnltural  pursuits  is  equal — the  former  is  k« 
precarious  than  the  latter ;  it  is,  also,  more  penned 
and  certain,  and  above  the  reach  of  restruiuDg  ssi 
prohibitory  duties  of  foreign  hostility ;  and  wh^  & 
home  market  can  be  increased  in  its  demands,  wiiii' 
out  diminishing  in  a  greater  degree  the  foreign  cz- 
sumption,  it  would  seem  wise  and  prudent  to  prcasA 
its  extension  by  eveiy  rational  means  witbiB  a: 
sphere  of  legislation. 

Your  committee  conader  the  increase  of  dntieiis 
many  foreign  articles  now  imported  into  tiie  Tnifti 
States,  wotdd  promote  the  agricultnral  prosperiTf  ^ 
the  nation.  A  portion  of  population  engaged  in  nc- 
ufactures  would  necessarily  depend  on  the  fiumer  '^ 
subsistence,  and  create  a  more  perfect  and  pro&iLJt 
division  of  labor  than  now  eicists.  A  new  mini* 
would  be  opened,  and  a  new  demand  created,  fa  ^• 
the  raw  materials  which  new  manufactures  vr^ 
consume.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  all  the  mm- 
factured  articles  now  consumed  by  the  people  ot :)» 
United  States  were  manufactured  within  tbe  bouBBr 
of  our  cCuntry,  from  the  raw  material  fumislwd  ^ 
ourselves,  the  value  of  our  lands  would  be  incitsie'X 
and  the  profits  of  agricultural  labor  considerab|TK^ 
mented.  Demand  and  consumption  would  bej^ 
recUy  extended — a  great  extent  of  soil  now  derated 
to  the  growing  of  products  that  afibrd  no  saSna^ 
stimulus  to  cultiration.  The  soil  and  climate  of  ^ 
United  States  are  capable  of  producing  tbe  tspxtj 
articles  necessaiy  for  such  manufacturing  estahii^ 
ments  as  will  most  naturally  flourish  in  this  conaa?^ 
and  of  such  as  would  inevitably  be  oonsmned,  prr 
vided  manufacturing  labor  should  be  extended.  Bri 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  system  of  poUcr,  cai*^^ 
lated  to  unfold  our  t^cultural  reaources,  a  ^iH: - 
emulation  and  industry  would  be  difluscd  over  t.- 
land  ;  a  vast  and  active  system  of  internal  exchiK* 
would  rise  up;  the  expense  of  tranqwrtationiai^ay 
articles  would  be,  in  a  mat  measure,  saved ;  »^  ? 
fact,  that  which  shculd  be  ardently  wishfd  tor. » 
every  agricultural  country,  a  home  maAe^  ^^ 
appear;  this,  too,  would  prove  a  maiket  at  one*  «• 
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riooa,  in  point  of  demand,  bat  rare,  steady,  and  on- 
cbanging.  The  policy,  the  caprice,  the  selfishness, 
and  Sie  hostility  of  other  nations  could  not  affect  it. 
On  this  point,  tiierefore,  the  committee  cannot  enter- 
tain any  donbt  The  extension  of  domestic  manu- 
factm^a,  depending  on  the  production  of  such  raw 
materials  as  can  be  found  in  this  country,  must  in- 
crease the  demand  and  consumption  of  tiiose  mate- 
rials, and  of  course  secure  a  new  and  ready  market. 

As  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an 
mcrease  of  duty  should  apply,  in  order  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  our  agriculture,  the  committee  need 
only  remark,  that,  if  the  principles  which  they  ad- 
vance be  sound,  the  duty  should  embrace  every  raw 
material  found  or  procured  with  ease  and  cheapness, 
and  in  abundance  in  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee have  confined  themselves  to  the  home  market, 
in  the  brief  view  which  they  have  presented.  The 
question  how  far  the  increase  of  this  home  market, 
by  an  increase  of  duty  on  foreign  articles,  would 
affect  the  demand  of  our  agricultural  products  abroad, 
leads  to  a  new  tram  of  considerations.  The  first 
inquixy  which  naturally  occurs  on  this  point  is,  what 
are  the  inducements  with  foreign  nations  to  purchase 
the  productions  of  our  soil  ?  what  their  motives  ? 
what  the  moving  causes  of  the  market  which  they 
extend  P  Is  their  policy  founded  on  favor,  reciproci- 
ty, self-interest,  or  necessity  ?  On  this  subject,  there 
is  little  ground  for  difference  of  opinion.  Foreign 
nations  act  not  for  us,  but  for  themselves.  Favor, 
and  even  reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for  their  measures 
towards  us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare  expediency. 
They  will  consume  our  raw  materials  when  they 
cannot  do  better ;  when  they  can,  they  will  not  con- 
sume them.  When  the  consumption  of  our  agricul- 
tural products  comes  in  contact  with  any  principle  of 
political  economy  applicable  to  their  own  condition, 
a  hostile  tariff  meets  us  at  their  shores.  Hence,  the 
foreign  market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends  but 
little  on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufacturos  find  in 
this  country;  and,  whether  we  purchase  more  or  less, 
foreign  nations  will  graduate  their  policy  towards  us, 
by  a  standard  independent  of  any  general  system  of 
duties  which  we  may  adopt ;  at  least,  so  it  appears  to 
your  committee. 

How  long  would  Great  Britain  purohase  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  rapply  her  demands  ?  How 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  culti- 
vated by  the  American  agriculturist,  if  they  could 
find  their  demand  supplied  on  better  and  more  ad- , 
vantageous  conditions,  by  home  industry?  These 
questions  are  answered  by  their  proposition ;  it  is, 
therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
foreign  market  for  our  agricultural  products,  and  for 
the  staple  articles  of  our  exports,  in  the  shape  of  raw 
materials,  will  not  be  essentially  afibcted  by  any  in- 
crease of  duty  on  those  foreign  manufacturos  which 
are  composed  of  similar  materials. 

As  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  imposed, 
it  must  always  dejicnd  upon  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions, which  need  not  be  detailed ;  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  exclusive  and  constant  demand  of 
cmr  raw  materials,  and  to  sustain  the  American  man- 
ufacturer in  his  pursuits ;  it  must  be  competent  to 
build  up  and  protect  those  manufacturing  establish- 
ments at  present  in  the  country,  and  which,  with  a 
reasonable  encouragement,  will  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  ffrowth  or  man- 
ufacture, which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 


our  agricultural  prosperity,  your  committee  would 
refer,  generally,  to  the  tariff  now  before  the  House. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  select- 
ing any  articles,  or  of  imposing  any  duties,  beyond 
those  embraced  by  that  bilL 

The  Tariff  Bill 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  agidn  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Condiot  in  the  chair,)  on  t)ie  bill 
for  amending  the  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  still  being  on  Mr.  MoEim^s  mo- 
tion to  strike  ont  the  177th  line  of  the  bill,  ^^  on 
tdlow,  four  cents  per  pound." 

Talhw, 

Mr.  Baylies  said  tliat  he  felt  somewhat  dis- 
conraged  by  the  symptoms  of  hostility  whidi 
had  been  manifested,  in  some  quarters  of  the 
House,  to  the  object  of  the  memorialists  of  New 
Bedford  and  Nantucket.  As  he  had  the  honor 
to  claim  the  citizens  of  one  of  those  towns  as 
constituents,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
offer  some  remarks  touching  the  memorials  and 
the  remonstrances,  and,  he  trusted,  that,  al- 
though four  great  cities  had  combined  their 
forces,  on  this  question,  that  the  interests  of 
two  humble  and  obscure  villages  would  not  be 
neglected,  if  he  could  make  it  appear  that  it  was 
for  the  advantage  of  the  nation  that  those  inter- 
ests should  be  protected. 

The  whole  population,  directly  interested  in 
the  whale  fishery,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  80,000.  The  tallow-chandlers  say  that 
*^  imported  tallow  is  not  fit  to  be  manufactured 
into  candles  for  exportation,  or  for  home  con- 
sumption ; "  of  course  it  can  make  no  difference 
to  them,  so  far  as  the  manufacture  of  candles  is 
concerned.  But  they  say  "  an  increased  duty 
will  prevent  its  manufacture  and  limit  the  ex- 
port.'' It  is  evident  that  they  wish  to  keep 
down  the  price  of  tallow,  and  therefore  their 
interest  is  at  variance  with  the  interest  of  the 
growers  of  cattle. 

Should  it  be  admitted  that  all  the  evils  which 
the  tallow-chandlers  apprehend  would  be  real- 
ized, vet  they  find  a  remedy  in  the  drawback, 
and  the  allowance  of  the  drawback  reduces  the 
protection  to  whalemen  to  ahnost  nothing.  I 
do  not  know  but  that  I  ought  to  move  that  the 
section  which  allows  the  drawbadc  should  be 
stricken  from  the  bill. 

They  obtain,  by  that  section,  75  per  cent  of 
the  duty  on  the  export  of  the  article.  I  am 
aware  that  much  may  be  said  about  the  frauds 
which  may  be  practised  on  the  revenue — I  do 
not  pretend  to  deny  but  that  frauds  mav  be 
committed ;  every  article  embrace  in  the  bill  is 
liable  to  the  same  objection ;  if  the  whole  com- 
munity are  rogues,  there  is  no  question  but  that 
many  frauds  may  be  successfully  attempted ;  but 
if  these  tallow-chandlers  are  what  they  repre- 
sent themselves  to  be,  (and  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  question  their  assertions,)  but  little  danger 
on  this  score  is  to  be  apprehended — if  they  are 
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not,  tbey  ought  not  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  drawback. 

An  increased  duty  on  tallow  wonld  more  im- 
mediately promote  the  interests  of  the  growers 
of  cattle;  by  the  farmer,  the  effect  would  be 
felt  at  once,  while  the  benefit  to  the  fishery, 
though  equally  sure,  would  be  more  remote. 

The  interest  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  agri- 
culture are  inseparably  connected ;  this  connec- 
tion will  clearly  appear,  if  the  followmg  cironm- 
stances  are  considered :  Nothing  is  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  whale  ships  but  what  is 
obtained  from  the  fiArmers,  with  the  exception 
of  iron,  duck,  and  cordage. 

The  timber  is  obtained  from  the  woodlands 
of  the  farmer.  The  plank  are  sawed  at  his  mills. 
His  teams  are  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  timber  and  plank — a  transportation  fre 
quently  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles.  A 
snip  going  round  Cfape  Horn  requires  from  100 
to  150  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  150  barrels  of 
flour,  a  considerable  quantity  of  peas,  beans, 
cheese,  butter,  rice,  corn,  &g.  ;  supplies  not 
drawn  from  a  small  territorial  space,  but  from 
a  wide  country.  Staves  and  hard  pine  boards 
for  heading  are  obtained  almost  exclusively  from 
the  South,  particularly  from  Georgia  and  the 
Oarolinas. 

In  the  construction  of  the  ships  the  services 
of  a  numerous  class  of  mechanics  are  required, 
viz: 

Shipwrights,  ship-joiners,  calkers,  riggers, 
blockmakers,  sailmakers,  blacksmiths,  boat- 
builders,  painters,  &a 

All  these  mechanics  are  fed  by  the  farmers. 

Another  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  not 
much  required  in  other  vessels,  is  in  constant 
requisition  for  the  service  of  the  fishery,  viz : 
that  of  coopers,  in  manufacturing  the  casks  ne- 
cessary to  contain  the  oil  which  is  obtained  in 
the  whale  voyages. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  hoops  for  the  casks 
has  already  become  a  great  and  profitable  branch 
of  manufacturing  labor.  Twelve  hundred  tons 
are  said  to  be  annually  required. 

Numbers  of  coasting  vessels  are  constantly 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  whale  8hip& 
First,  in  bringing  from  New  York  and  the  States 
further  South  the  flour  and  provisions  for  feed- 
ing the  crew,  and  in  the  transportation  of  stav^ 
boards,  &c. ;  and  then  in  transporting  the  oil 
along  the  coast  to  supply  the  light-houses,  and 
the  towns  and  cities  on  the  Atmtio. 

Hemp,  iron,  and  duck,  pay  high  duties  to  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  coffee, 
li^rs,  &C.,  which  are  used  for  ship  stores. 

The  mind,  in  pursuing  the  busiuefls  created 
by  this  fishery  into  all  its  ramifications,  is  lost 
in  utter  astonishment  at  finding  such  a  vast 
variety  of  interests  to  be  involved  in  it,  and 
such  an  equal  diffusion  of  its  benefits ;  not  en- 
richiug  monopolists,  but  bringing  plenty  to  the 
door  of  the  fai*mer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufac- 
turer, and  the  merchant;  not  paying  a  miserable 
stipend  of  monthly  wages  for  the  toils,  the 
dangers,  the  sufferings,  the  sickness,  and  the 


lives  of  our  noble-hearted  and  invaluable 
men,  but  admitting  them  to  share  the  proffits  as 
well  as  the  dangers  of  their  long  and  adventa- 
rous  voyages.  The  oU  is  shared  in  certain  pro- 
portions by  the  ship-owners,  masters,  mates^ 
seamen,  and  boys.  The  interest  is  common. 
The  profit  is  common.  The  loss  is  common. 
There  is  certainly  no  branch  of  navigation  or 
manufactures  which,  according  to  the  capital 
employed,  requires  so  much  labor  as  this. 

The  memorialists  of  New  Bedford  and  Nan- 
tucket expect  no  relief,  unless  it  shall  appear, 
after  a  full  examination,  that  it  wonld  benar  the 
national  interest  that  they  shonld  be  relieved. 

Every  day's  experience  proves  that  it  is  to 
our  Navy  we  must  look  for  the  proteotioiL  dT 
our  commerce, 

That  Navy,  to  be  efficient,  must  be  manned 
by  young,  hardy,  and  active  seamen.  As  a 
nursery  of  such  seamen  this  fishery  is  invalaable. 
Every  whale  ship  takes  from  six  to  nine  green 
hands;  and,  after  one  voyage,  returns  them 
finished  seamen,  made  so,  sir,  by  the  \(mg  and 
continuous  voyage,  and  by  the  sober,  correct, 
and  steady  discipline  which  nniversally  prevails 
in  these  ^ips.  They  are  returned  with  untaint- 
ed morals,  and  with  qualities  peculiar  and  great; 
yes,  sir,  great.  It  requires  no  ordinary  resohi- 
tion  to  nnfurlthe  sail  to  the  winds  of  heav^i ; 
to  separate  from  persons  and  objects  made  dear 
by  association,  connection,  and  family  ties ;  to 
abandon  for  years  the  face  of  civilLzation— their 
ship  their  world,  with  nothing  aroond  them  but 
the  wide  waste  of  waters; 

*<  Their  march  upon  the  mountain  wave. 
Their  home  upon  the  deep." 

It  is  by  long  separation  from  accustomed  as- 
sociations, that  men  acquire  that  habitude  of 
thought  and  of  action,  wnich  qualifies  them  for 
the  employment  to  which  they  are  destined. 
The  seamen  nurtured  in  this  employment  are 
the  hardiest,  the  boldest,  the  most  adventurous, 
the  most  enterprising  in  the  world.  Without 
question,  they  surpass  all  others.  The  nature 
of  their  employment  stimulates  and  strengthens 
qualities  the  most  rare,  and  the  most  valuable. 

It  is  not  by  creeping  along  our  coast,  or  dodg- 
ing into  a  port  in  the  West  Indies,  or  pfenn- 
ing a  fair-weather  voyage  to  Europe,  that  sear 
men  are  made.  In  this  fishery  the  veiy  boys 
are  fashioned  into  heroes ;  they  are  inured  to 
danger  in  its  direst  form.  The  man  who  can 
steer  a  boat  upon,  or  strike  a  harpoon  into  a 
whale,  cannot  be  a  coward ;  courage  is  aa  ne- 
cessary to  him  as  the  air  to  life,  and  not  only 
courage  but  coolness  and  presence  of  mind. 
Nurtured  on  the  ocean,  he  is  familiarized  to  its 
dangers ;  no  circumstances  can  disconcert)  no 
disasters  intimidate  him.  The  horrors  of  a  aea 
fight  have  no  terrors  for  the  whaleman ;  he  is 
constantly  engaged  in  fights,  which  render  the 
puny  efforts  of  hostile  man  but  sport  to  him. 
Some  of  these  seamen  were  in  the  Essex,  and 
was  the  gallant  commander  of  that  Ql-&ted 
ship  now  present,  he  could  tell  yon,  sir,  that^ 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 


697 


SilAECH,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  BiU-^TalloiD, 


[H.  OF  R. 


during  that  horrible  scene  at  Valparaiso,  when 
be  stood  on  his  deok  knee  deep  in  blood  and 
carnage,  when  his  men  were  falling  in  masses 
around  him,  nntal,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr. 
Madison,  "  humanity  tore  down  the  colors  which 
valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast " — ^he  could  toll 
you,  sir,  that,  during  this  disastrous  time,  during 
this  scene  of  horrors,  he  found  no  braver  spirits 
in  his  ship  than  the  whalemen  of  New  Eng, 
land. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oambbe- 
LBNO,)  in  a  speech  with  which  he  favored  this 
committee,  a  few  days  since,  on  the  general 
merits  of  this  bill,  has  appropriated  the  splendid 
eulogium  pronounced  by  Edmund  Burke,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  1774,  to  our  ancestors  gen- 
erally, and  to  our  commerce  generally.  It  was 
hardly  fair  in  him,  hostile  as  he  is  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whalemen  piir.  Cambbblbxo  denied 
that  he  was  hostile  to  them.  Mr.  Baylies  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  to  find  it  so.  and  con- 
tinued}—I  say,  sir,  that  this  beautind  effusion 
of  eloquence  was  elicited  from  Burke  on  the 
snbject  of  the  whale  fishery,  when  the  fishery 
was  confined  to  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford. 
It  will  well  bear  repeating,  and  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  I  will  repeat  it. 

Mr.  Baylies  then  read  an  extract  from 
Burke^s  speech  on  conciliation  with  America: 

*<  As  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies  have  drawn 
from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  yon  had  all  that  mat- 
ter folly  opened  at  your  bar. 

''Yon  surely  thought  those  acquisitions  of  value; 
for  they  even  seemed  to  excite  yonr  envy ;  and  yet 
the  spirit  by  which  that  enterprising  employment 
has  been  exerdBed,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to 
have  raised  your  esteem  and  admiration.  And 
pray,  sir,  what  in  the  world  is  equal  to  it?  Pass 
by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  people  of  New  England  have  of  late  carried  on 
the  whale  fishery.  Whilst  we  follow  them  among 
the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice,  and  behold  them  pen- 
etrating into  the  deepest  frozen  recesses  of  Hud- 
son's Bay  and  Daris's  Straits ;  whilst  we  are  look- 
ing for  them  beneath  the  arctic  circle — ^we  hear  that 
they  have  pierced  into  the  opposite  region  of  polar 
cold ;  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged 
under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  South.  FaUdand 
Islands,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic  an 
object  for  the  grasp  of  national  ambition,  is  but  a 
stage  and  resting-pUoe  in  the  progress  of  dieir  vioto- 
rioos  industiy. 

"  Nor  is  the  equinoctial  heat  more  discouraging  to 
them  than  the  accumulated  winter  of  both  the  polea 
We  know  that,  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line, 
and  strike  the  harpoon,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  others 
run  the  longitude,  and  pursue  their  gigantic  game 
along  the  coast  of  BraziL  No  sea  but  what  is  vexed 
by  their  fisheries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to 
their  toils. 

**  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  ac- 
tivity of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity 
of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  most  perilous 
mode  of  hardy  industiy  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  pushed  by  this  recent  people^  a  people  who 
are  still,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  har- 
dened into  the  bone  of  manhood*" 


Thus  did  that  most  illustrious  statesman 
speak  in  the  British  Parliament,  of  this  fishery 
in  1774,  when  it  had  not  attained,  in  any  de- 
gree, to  its  present  magnitude,  whether  consid- 
ered  in  reference  to  the  capital,  tonnage,  num- , 
ber  of  seamen,  or  the  length  and  duration  of 
the  voy&Lges.  The  flight  of  an  imagination 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  circle  of 
human  existence,  did  not  waft  his  mind  to  the 
points  to  which  these  enterprising,  these  ad- 
venturous navigators,  have  attained.  Instead 
of  stopping  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  or  the  po- 
lar ices  of  the  South,  the  all-creating  imagma- 
tion  of  Burke  could  scarcely  have  followed 
them  along  the  long  track  of  waters  which  they 
now  encompass.  The  range  of  their  enterprise 
is  limited  only  by  the  limits  of  the  world. 
They  now  pursue  their  **  gigantic  gaine^'  all 
round  an  ocean  which,  in  1774,  they  had  not 
entered,  or  scarcely  approached.  Those  lonely 
isles  in  the  South  Sea,  on  ^'  ocean's  bound,"  are 
as  fEimiliar  to  them,  more  familiar,  than  the  city 
of  Washington.  Sometimes  they  may  be  found 
at  the  desolate  Massafuero.  Sometimes  on  the 
coast  of  California.  Sometimes  off  the  se- 
cluded harbors  of  Japan.  Sometimes  at  Mada- 
gascar. Sometimes  at  New  Holland,  and  some- 
times at  that  horrible  region,  lately  discovered, 
called  New  Shetland,  the  dime  of  eternal 
winter. 

This  fishery  began  very  early,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Nantucket,  in  open  boats.  In  1774,  it  was 
what  Burke  described  it  to  be.  "With  its  pres- 
ent condition,  the  committee  are  acquainted. 

It  has  grown  to  its  present  greatness  without 
patronage,  without  bounty,  without  protection, 
almost  without  notice. 

For  protection,  tiie  whalemen  have  never 
asked.  While  subsistence  was  to  be  derived 
from  their  employment,  they  never  obtruded 
themselves  upon  the  Government.  Contented 
with  the  ^ains  of  their  "  hard  industry,"  they 
persisted  m  this  course  until,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  York  and  Baltimore  memo- 
rialists, they  found  thenjselves  "half  ruined," 
and,  to  prevent  total  ruin,  they  have  presented 
their  grievances  to  the  nation. 

When  Mr.  Baylies  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Oambbelkno,  of  New  York,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  contended  that  tihe  proposed  duty,  if 
granted,  would  not  be  any  relief  to  those  en- 
gaged in  the  fisheries.  He  stated  the  operation 
of  the  duty  to  be  nugatory,  because  a  drawback 
is  allowed  by  the  bill  on  exported  soap  and 
candles,  and  the  whole  amount  of  imported 
tallow,  (about  a  million  of  pounds,)  is  now 
made  into  soap  and  candles  for  exportation — so 
that  the  Government  would  collect  the  duty 
with  one  hand,  and  pay  it  back  in  drawback 
with  the  other. 

Mr.  Webstek,  of  Massachusetts,  went  fully 
into  an  exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case; 
showed  why  the  Russian  tallow  is  cheaper,  its 
use  in  the  manufacture  of  soap — the  amount 
exported,  the  benefit  of  its  use  to  the  manufac- 
turer, and  the  gain  to  the  country.    He  then 
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went  on  to  show  that  the  benefits  of  the  duty 
to  the  whalemen  and  oil  dealers  would  be  very 
doubtful,  and  would  bj  no  means  compensate 
for  the  loss  of  exports,  which  must  be  its  effect. 
He  showed  that  the  proposed  drawback  would 
be  of  no  use  to  the  manufacturer,  being  paid  to 
the  importing  merchant;  and  if  it  were,  it 
could  not  be  estimated,  because  the  import  is 
in  taUow,  and  the  export  chiefly  in  soap.  He 
remarked  with  severity  on  the  doctrine  that  a 
balance  resulting  from  a  comparison  of  the 
amount  of  imports  and  exports  to  any  particu- 
lar country,  shows  whether  we  gain  or  lose  by 
trade  with  that  country — ^which*  he  denomi- 
nated jargon  and  nonsense.  We  export  noth- 
ing to  the  South  Seas,  and  brins  back  great 
amounts  from  there;  so  the  balance  of  the 
trade  is  against  us.  Is  it  therefore  a  losing 
trade? 

Mr.  Beed,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
Webstkb,  and  stated  the  claims  of  the  whale- 
men to  the  protection  of  this  country.  He  ob- 
flerved  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  were 
almost  ruined  by  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that 
in  1783,  the  British,  sensible  of  the  great  value 
of  such  seamen,  offered  very  liberal  bounties  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  to  go  either  to 
Great  Britain  or  to  settle  in  their  colonies  in 
this  country.  That  the  French  nation,  through 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  made  very  liberal  offers 
also ;  that  both  offers  had  been  rejected,  a  few 
instances  only  excepted ;  that,  while  England, 
France,  and  Holland  had  paid  heavy  bounties  in 
aid  of  their  whale  fisheries,  our  whale  fishery 
had  been  prosecuted  successfully,  unaided  by 
the  Government — it  had,  indeed,  paid  heavy 
taxes  to  the  Government.  He  added,  that  he 
was  proud  of  the  fact;  that  it  was  an  example 
worth  recording  in  our  history,  &c.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  drawback  on  candles,  because  of 
their  confessedly  bad  quality,  they  being  so  bad 
as  to  render  it  disgraceful  to  offer  them  at 
home.  Mr.  R.  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  large  quantities  of  our  own  tallow,  as  well 
as  the  foreign,  went  into  the  soap  exported. 
He  showed  how  much  greater  the  amount  of 
the  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  case  of  the 
whalemen  was  than  in  that  of  the  tallow  chan- 
dlers— one  employed  60,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  other  but  4,000  or  6,000,  &o. 

Mr.  Tod  replied  to  the  various  arguments 
urged  against  the  duty — surged  that  the  one 
class  of  memorialists  was  entitled  to  as  much 
credit  as  the  other,  though  it  did  not  seem  to 
be  granted  to  them.  That  large  quantities  of 
the  inferior  tallow  imported,  were  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  candles.  He  rebutted  the  im- 
practicability of  a  drawback,  by  the  fact  tiiat  a 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  imported  molasses  is 
allowed  on  the  export  of  rum.  He  replied  to 
the  argument  from  the  probability  of  fraud,  by 
showing  that  before  drawback  could  be  claimed, 
the  amount  of  tallow  imported  by  the  same  in- 
dividual must  be  proved.  He  insisted  on  the 
disproportion  of  the  imported  and  exported  tal- 
low.  He  retorted  some  reflections  of  Mr.  Web- 


8TBB,  on  the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  trade; 
he  quoted  the  advice  of  Lord  Bacon-Hidverted 
4x>  the  policy  of  England,  and  declared  his  lie- 
termination  to  adhere  to  "jargon,"  which  had 
raised  that  empire  to  the  summit  of  wealth  and 
power.  The  whale  fisheries  were  in  imminent 
danger,  and  without  protection  must  decline,  if 
not  perish ;  we  give  them  no  bounty,  and  they 
now,  for  the  first  time,  ask  a  small  proteo- 
tioiK  &c. 

lAx,  WsBBTEB  rejoined— explained  some  of 
the  grounds  he  haa  before  taken;  and  farther 
enlarged  on  the  doctrine  respecting  the  halance 
of  trade.  He  protested  i^alnst  tne  authority 
of  Bacon,  in  the  reign  of  James  L,  (the  era  of 
monc^olies,  and  every  thing  contracted  and 
ridiculous  in  commercial  matters,)  and  refened 
to  the  improvement  which  had  been  the  result 
of  two  centuries.  The  value  of  trade  was  not 
altere4  by  its  being  circuitous — ^provided  it  was 
profitable  in  the  end,  the  more  circuitous  and 
multifarious  in  its  intermediate  stages,  the  bet- 
ter for  the  interests  of  navigation. 

Before  this  amendment  was  acted  upon,  the 
conmuttee  rose,  and  the  House  a^oumed. 


Satubday,  March  20. 
Portrait  of  Washington, 
Mr.  BsEOK,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  formerly  reported  to  the 
House,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  Portrait 
of  Washington,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  fbi- 
lows: 

Resolved  ^  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreit^ 
Uves  of  the  United  States  of  America,  t«  Om^oi 
asseniled,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Ren- 
braadt  Peale,  of  PhUadelpbia,  a  painting  (to  be 
placed  m  the  Capitol)  of  Washington,  on  honebK^ 
on  a  canvas  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  higli, 
and  thirteen  wide ;  the  middle  and  backgroimds  to 
contain  a  representation  of  the  battle  of  PriDceta^ 
or  such  other  appropriate  sceneiy  as  the  pKsideiit 
shall  direct :  Provided,  The  same  can  be  obtained  fx 
a  smn  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars ;  aod 
that  the  said  Peale  fninish  a  rich  gilt  finmetherefir, 
at  least  fifteen  inches  wide. 


Monday,  March  22. 
.  Adjournment^  <£«. 

Mr.  AixEBT  called  up  the  joint  resolntion 
offered  by  him  some  days  ^ce,  respecting  aa 
adjournment;  but  the  House  refused  to  coo- 
sider  it — ^ayes  44,  noes  83. 

Mr.  Randolph  observed,  that  the  vernal  eqiri- 
nox  was  now  passed,  and  he  thought  it  was 
time  that  every  member  who  did  not  intend  to 
rely  on  the  public  crib,  but  to  feed  out  of  his 
own  corn-house,  should  go  home  and  plant  his 
com ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  would  continue  to  re- 
peat his  motion  until  it  should  obtain  a  more 
favorable  reception  by  the  House.    The  pro- 
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tracted  sessions  of  Congress  (which,  however, 
he  thanked  God,  could  take  place  only  every 
other  year)  he  considered  as  fraught  with  incal- 
cnlable  mischief.  They  exclnded  from  the 
'  pnblio  service  an  important  and  valuable  class 
of  men. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pro- 
nounced Mr.  B.'s  remarks  to  be  out  of  oilier, 
inasmuch  as  the  House  had  refused  to  consider 
the  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  con- 
clude his  observations  by  making  a  motion ;  but 
he  should  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  made  a  motion  to  alter  the 
hour  of  meeting  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and 
supported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  in 
which  he  adverted  to  the  amount  of  business  in 
arrear,  and  the  ii\jurious  consequences  of  long 
sessions. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose  and  said  that  he 
should  take  the  liberty  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  seemed  so  willing  to  take  him- 
self, but  to  refuse  to  others — ^no  uncommon  case 
— of  making  some  observations  on  an  inter- 
dicted subject  He  should,  in  the  selection  of 
his  topics,  pursue  his  own  lights,  however 
feeble,  without  availing  himself  of  the  very  great 
discernment,  sagacity,  experience — (he  wished 
be  could  enlarge  the  catalogue) — of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  R., 
▼oted  fc^  the  repeal  of  that  preposterous  rule 
which,  even  if  this  building  were  on  fire,  pre- 
vented the  House  from  adjouming  before  4 
o'clock ;  and  I  did  suppose  that,  in  its  spirit,  it 
went  to  repeal  the  other  rule  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Four  hours  per  diem 
is  as  long  as  I,  at  least,  am  able  to  endure—I 
will  not  say,  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  this 
House,  but  an  atmosphere,  such  as  nothing  but 
the  wretched  animals  plunged  in  the  Grotto  del 
Cane,  near  Naples,  were  compelled  to  breathe, 
to  gratify  the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  very  be- 
nevolent philosophers  of  modern  Europe.  I 
hope  the  gentleman^s  motion  will  not  be  adopt- 
6d — and  I  now  give  notice,  that  I  mean  to  fol- 
low up  his  motion  with  one  which  relates  to  a 
subject  which  requires,  if  not  the  actual  cau- 
tery, at  least  the  knife — ^it  is  a  motion  to  reduce 
the  per  diem  allowance  of  members  of  this 
House,  to  what  it  was  when  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  and  which  I  then  thought, 
and  still  think,  as  a  per  diem  allowance,  was 
fixed  a  great  deal  too  high. 

If  the  present  system  is  suffered  to  continue, 
instead  of  having,  in  Congress,  great  leading 
professional  men,  we  shall  have  what  have  been 
well  denominated  the  merely  mechanicsJ,  the 
instrumental  members  of  those  professions. 
And,  as  to  the  landed  interest,  how  can  we  ex- 
pect it  to  be  represented,  when  it  is  ruin  to  a 
landed  man  to  attend  here  ?  I,  for  one,  can- 
not, sir.  consent  to  sit  here  for  so  many  months, 
de  die  tn  diem^  for  six  days  in  the  week,  and 
near  nothing  but  the  same  strain  forever  re- 
peated.  It  i&  enough,  sir,  to  worry  the  patience 


of  Job  himself.  I  shall  therefore  move  that, 
from  and  after  the  end  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allow;ance  of  mem- 
bers be  six  aoUars,  and  the  allowance  for  trav- 
elling expenses  be  the  same  sum  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken  on  Mr.  Tat- 
lob's  resolution,  and  carried. 

Mr.  RAin>oLPH  moved  the  following : 

^Rewolved,  That  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  members  shall  be  six  dollars^  and  six  dollars  for 
every  twenty,  miles  travelling.*' 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 
its  consideration  on  Friday  next. 

The  question  being  put  on  laying  the  resolve 
on  the  table,  it  was  carried — ^ayes  80,  noes  60. 

Navy  Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  MoLane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  naval  service  of  tiie 
United  States  for  the  year  1824.  The  motion 
was  carried — ayes  84,  noes  68. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr  Babtlbtt  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
consideration  of  the  above  bill,  and  proceeded 
to  consider  the  same,  item  by  item. 

Oontingendee, 

Some  of  the  items  gave  rise  to  considerable 
discussion,  particularly  that  which  proposes  to 
appropriate  $225,000  for  "  contingent  expenses, 
including  all  extra  allowances"  In  this  discus- 
sion, Messrs.  Cobb,  Cooke,  MoLane,  Tatlob, 
FoBSTTH,  and  others,  engaged. 

Mr.  Cooke  examined  in  detail  the  expendi- 
tures under  this  head  during  tiie  past  year,  to 
many  of  which  he  took  exception,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  charge  for  travelling  expenses, 
which  formed  a  part  of  almost  every  account 
settied,  from  which  he  said,  it  would  appear 
that  idmost  the  whole  navy  of  the  United 
States  was  consequentiy  employed  in  travelling 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another.  To 
many  other  items  he  also  objected,  particularly 
to  the  allowance  to  the  Navy  Agent  at  New 
York,  of  more  than  $7,000,  under  this  head, 
whilst  he  was  largely  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, &c. — ^to  extra  pay,  house  rent,  &c.,  to 
surgeons,  recruiting  officers,  &c. — ^to  the  pay- 
ment of  $1,000  to  a  professional  gentieman  for 
services  of  Judge  Advocate ;  and  lastiy,  to  the 
expenses  allowed  to  the  Conmiissioners  of  the 
Navy  for  going  to  the  eastward,  some  time 
about  tiie  New  York  Races,  but  perhaps,  also, 
upon  other  business.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by 
moving  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  this 
item  to  a  hundred  and  nfty  thousand  dollars, 
which  he  afterwards  varied  to  a  hundred  and 
eighty  thoustmd  dollars. 

Mr.  MoLane  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr. 
Cooke,  by  statements  derived  from  official  pa- 
pers which  he  had  received  in  reply  to  inqu- 
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lies  made  upon  the  sabject  at  the  proper  offices 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  al- 
though he  himself  thought  there  were  items  of 
expenditure  under  this  head  which  were  objec- 
tionable, and  was  inclined  to  tliink  that  this 
fund  had  not  been  administered  as  it  ought  to 
have  been.  But  many  of  these  items,  he  said, 
had  always  been  allowed,  and  were  indispensa- 
ble,— such  as  the  necessary  expense  of  travel- 
ling to  attend  courts-martial,  fuel,  quarters,  &c. 
From  the  information  which  he  had  received, 
this  item  of  appropriation  was  subject  to  the 
payment  of  derk-lure,  office-rent,  stationery, 
transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  flight, 

}>ilotage,  wharfage,  storage,  and  all  those  ob- 
ects  of  expenditure  not  included  under  any 
specific  head  of  appropriation,  though  forming 
collectively  an  important  item«  If  there  were 
any  abuse  in  the  expenditure,  he  was  inched 
to  think  it  was  in  allowing  travelling  expenses 
to  officers  who  are  not  ordered  on  special  ser- 
vice) but  merely  to  join  their  ships.  If  that 
were  forbidden,  it  would  reduce  the  amount 
perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 
At  present,  however,  he  thought  it  better  to 
make  the  appropriation  called  for,  and  leave 
the  abuses,  if  any,  to  be  corrected  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Navy  Department.  Mr. 
MoL.  here  read  several  papers  connected  with 
this  subject,  one  of  which,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  stated  the  sum  of  $226,000  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  oontineent  expen- 
diture of  the  present  year.  Mr.  MoL.  also  re- 
viewed the  history  of  this  particular  appropri- 
ation, and  showed  that  the  amount  now  asked 
for  was  less  than  the  average  appropriation  for 
the  same  item  for  the  last  five  years,  &c 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  $226,000,  as  asked  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  there  were,  ayes 
82,  noes  64 ;  a  quorum  not  being  present,  an 
officer  was  despatched  to  summons  absent 
members. 

Mr.  Whipplb  made  some  remarks  in  support 
of  the  appropriation;  as,  if  it  were  withheld, 
serious  embarrassment  might  ensue.  The  pres- 
ent incumbent  had  not  had  time  to  reform 
abuses,  if  they  did  exist.  He  hoped  a  thorough 
investigation  would  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
proper  time  had  been  allowed  to  him. 

Mr.  Tatlob  stated  what  had  been  formerly 
expended  under  this  head.  He  showed  why  it 
should  be  somewhat  larger  tlie  present  year, 
fh)m  the  employment  of  the  West  India  squad- 
ron, &c.  He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  could  have  wished 
that  several  of  the  items  in  the  account  of  con- 
tingent expenses  had  been  more  explicit.  On 
the  whole,  he  did  not  see  that  the  sum  could 
now  be  reiduoed. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  observed  that,  whatever  the 
sum  appropriated  under  the  head  of  contingen- 
cies, it  was  always  expended.  It  was  never  too 
much,  but  always  just  enough — and  so  he  sup- 
posed it  would  be  if  it  were  made  half  a  mil- 


lion.   He  did  not  impute  this  to  malfesaance  is 
the  heads  of  departments,  &c, 

Mr.  Cooke  replied  to  Mr.  Tatlob.  The  ad- 
ditional expenses  occasioned  by  the  West  India 
squadron,  and  those  for  repairs,  were  not  in- 
cluded in  this  amount  The  whole  of  this  sum 
went  to  the  gentlem^i  on  ahore.  Those  in  ser- 
vice,, at  sea,  got  none  of  it.  He  had  foimd,  on 
inquiring  in  the  offices,  that  certain  aoooonta 
were  allowed  because  S.  T.  was  written  asainat 
them.  He  was  opposed  to  all  usage  and  cna* 
tom  not  fixed  by  law. 

Mr.  CuLPBPEB  hoped  the  wpropriation  wonU 
be  reduced,  as  he  was  satisfied  some  improper 
sums  had  been  formeriy  allowed. 

Mr.  DwiQHT  wished  information  as  to  one 
item  of  expenditure,  which  was  to  be  allowed 
to  Henry  Eckford,  of  $2,000  for  an  acre  of 
ground  in  a  barren  country,  &c. 

Mr.  TuoKXB  stated  reasons  why  the  Goimnit- 
tee  of  Accounts  for  the  Navy  Dtepartment  had 
not  reported  generally  on  the  subject  of  then 
expenditures. 

Jir.  Whipplb  replied  to  Mr.  Cooxb,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  former  year,  when  the  appropriation 
in  the  Indian  Department  had  been  sodden]/ 
reduced,  and  sad  consequences  ensued.  To  Mr. 
LrvBBicoBB  he  answered  by  referring  to  the  £iet 
that  $17,000  of  last  yearns  appropriation  le- 
mained,  at  this  moment,  unexpended. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBE  corrected  the  gentleman  last 
up.  The  balance  was  not  $17,000,  but  only 
$11  87  cents.  The  appropriation  asked  vaa 
for  extra  allowances,  and  officers  would  alva/i 
present  demands  enough  to  absorb  it. 

Mr.  Stobbs  corrected  a  misunderstanding  at 
to  some  of  the  documents  which  had  bMO 
quoted,  which  he  showed  was  no  basia  from 
which  to  calculate  the  present  appropriation. 

Mr.  MoLanb  replied,  and  ezplamea  the  docn- 
ment  referred  to  by  Mr.  Stobbb. 

Mr.  WuuAHS,  of  North  Carolina,  required 
further  explanation  on  the  items  intended  to  be 
covered  by  the  bill — ^particularly  one  item  of 
$1,600,  for  the  service  of  a  Judge  Advocate  at 
Boston,  who  served  but  for  sixty-two  daja. 

"Mr,  Tbk  Etgk  explained  some  local  circnm- 
stances,  respecting  tiie  Navy  Point,  at  8ackett% 
Harbor. 

Mr.  FuLLBB  replied  to  Mr.  WmjAia,  and  ex- 
plained some  circumstances  in  relation  to  the 
item  referred  to  by  him. 

Mr.  Cocke  made  some  further  observatioiHt 
and  read  a  letter  from  one  of  the  auditors  d 
tiie  Treasury  in  relation  to  certain  acconnts, 
comes  of  which  had  be^i  requested  by  Mr.  G. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $226,000,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Cookb,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  $180,000,  and,  being  put,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  MoLanx  moved  to  amend  the  18th  line, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  stations,"  the  fol- 
lowing:   **alao,  of  naval  oonatractcffs,  store- 
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keepers,  instraoton,  master-workmen,  clerks  of 
the  yards,  of  the  oheck^  and  of  commanders 
and  porters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and 
shore  stations." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and,  thus 
amended,  the  daose  will  read,  "  For  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  allowances  of  every  description, 
to  all  commissioned  and  warrant  officers  em- 
ployed at  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore,  sta- 
tions; idso  of  naval  constructors,  store-keex>ers, 
instmctorS)  master-workmen,  clerks  of  the 
yards,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders  and 
porters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and  shore 
stations,  $281,298  26." 

Mr.  MoL^Ns  moved  to  amend  the  21st  line 
by  inserting  the  words  in  itdlieA,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  daose  made  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: ^^For  contingent  expenses,  indnding 
transportation  of  articles^  travelling  expenses^ 
BtaHonery,  eommisnonSy  oowrts-^rna/rtial^  coal  for 
mwUM,  fuel  for  enffines  and  public  offices^  and 
aU  extra  allowances,  $180,000." 

The  blank  in  the  28d  line,  viz :  '*  For  repairs 
and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,"  was  filled  with 
the  som  of  $850,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLaitb,  the  80th  and  81st 
lines,  viz :  ^^  For  erecting  and  completing  honses 
over  ships  in  ordinary,  for  their  preservation 
from  the  weather,"  were  stricken  out,  and  the 
following  inserted:  *^For  ship-houses,  to  repay 
the  amount  taken  from  the  gradual  increase 
fmid,  $78,500." 

The  blank  in  the  88th  line,  viz:  *'For  fuel 
for  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  marine  corps,"  was  filled  with 
tdJOOO. 

The  following  clause  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MoLajib,  inserted : 

^  For  medicine,  hospital  storefl,  and  Instmments  for 
the  offioen  and  marines  of  the  marine  corps  stationed 
on  shore,  $2,869  71." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  blank  in  the 
46tJi  line,  viz:  ^^For  contingent  expenses,  that 
is  to  say,  fuel  for  commlBsioned  officers,  trans- 
portation, stationery,  bedf  sacks^  straw,  rations 
to  officers,  and  postage  on  pubbc  letters,"  was 
filled  with  $9,000. 

The  remaining  blanks  were  filled  with  the 
respective  sums  inserted  in  tbsm  in  the  printed 
copy  of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  the  above  amendments;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


TuKSDAT,  March  23. 
Ifaoy  Appropriation  Bill 
The  House  concurred  in  the  several  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  " makingprovision  for  the  support  of  the 
Havy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824^" 
with  th^  exception  of  the  item  for  contingent 
expenses,  $180,000. 
In  relation  to  this  item,  2£r.  MoLoni,  of  Dd- 


aware,  made  a  variety  of  explanations,  going 
to  show  that  the  amount  had  been  agreed  to  in 
the  oommittee,  from  a  misapprehension  tiiat 
there  remained,  of  the  fund  last  year  granted, 
only  $11  87;  whereas,  there  was  a  bdance  of 
$65,800.  He  stated  tnat,  on  examination,  he 
had  discovered  that  the  appropriations  of  former 
years  had  been  applied  to  objects  never  con- 
templated by  this  House,  when  granting  them, 
although  involving  no  charge  of  malversation 
in  the  head  of  that  department;  and  he  moved 
to  strike  out,  in  the  twenty-first  line,  all  after 
the  word  *' expenses,"  and  insert  as  follows, 
viz: 

"That  is  to  say— 

For  commissions,  derk-hire,  office-rent,  station- 
ery, and  fiid  to  Navy  agents ; 

Premiums,  and  other  expenses  of  recmiting; 

Freight  of  provisions,  stores,  and  material  from 
one  station  to  another,  and  from  the  United  states  to 
distant  stations  in  other  couitries,  where  our  ships 
are  employed; 

AUowanoes  to  officers  of  the  several  navy  yards 
and  stations,  for  house-rent,  fuel,  and  candles ; 

Travelling  expenses  for  offioers  and  transportation 
for  seamen ; 

Freight  of  timber,  wharfage,  and  dockage  for  ves- 
sels where  there  axe  no  public  yards; 

Expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance,  attending 
courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  &c. 

Compensation  to  Judge  Advocates ; 

Cabin  furniture  for  vessels  in  commission; 

Incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  which  is  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  appropriation ; 

Pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United  States  and 
in  foreign  countries ; 

Printing  Naval  Register,  blank  pay  rolls,  receipt 
rolls,  stewards'  returns,  seamens*  allotment  tickets, 
the  proceedings  of  courts-martial ; 

Storage  of  provisions  and  stares  in  foreign  parts, 
and  in  ue  United  States,  where  public  stores  are  not 
provided ; 

Coals  for  blacksmiths  and  anchor-makers,  and  fuel 
for  steam-engines ; 

Purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts,  large 
timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools ; 

Chamber  money  to  officers  in  lieu  of  quarters,  other 
than  house-rent ; 

Purchase  of  books,  chartd^  nautical  and  mathemati- 
cal instruments,  chronometera,  machinery,  models, 
drawings^  and  all  stationery  of  every  description,  used 
thxonghont  the  naval  service ; 

Ei^ense  of  pursuing  deserters; 

Expense  of  officers  m  sick  quarters ; 

Storage  of  powder; 

lighterage  and  scow-hire ; 

Postage  of  letters  on  pubUo  service,  and  for  no 
other  object  or  purpose  wbltsoever,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tiiousand  dollarai" 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  de- 
bate or  opposition. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  in 
the  thirtieth  and  thir^-first  lines :  ^^  For  ship- 
houses,  to  repay  the  amount  taken  from  the 
gradual  increase  fund,  $78,600." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  item,  objecting  to  using  any 
part  of  a  fund  which  was  inteaQ.ded  for  the 
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building  of  ships,  and  applying  it  to  the  erect- 
ing of  honses. 

Mr.  MoLake  explained. 

Mr.  Williams  rejoined,  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken,  was  decided  in  the  afi&rmative — ^ayes 
89,  noes  45. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  24. 
The  Ta/riff  BiUr—  Wines. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Condiot  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill 
*^  to  amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports." 

Mr.  Foot,  of  CJonnecticut,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  254th  line,  the 
following  clause :  *^  on  all  wines  which  are  now 
charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon, 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon." 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed 
the  amendment.  He  did  ^ot  desire  to  see  this 
country  a  wine-growing  country,  as,  in  com- 
parison with  corn-growing  countries,  they  were 
always  poor  and  miserable. 

Mr.  !Bbent,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  it,  as  not 
calculated  to  aid  domestic  industry. 

Mr.  GuBLBT  quoted  statistical  details,  to 
show  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  low-priced 
wines  had  increased  the  revenue.  Raising  the 
duty  was,  therefore,  not  calculated  to  benefit 
the  revenue.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Tod^s  remark, 
as  to  the  ability  of  Louisiana  to  pay  the  duty, 
the  protection  of  sugar,  the  profit  of  negro  lar 
bor,  &c. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  replied,  that  he 
only  had  wished,  on  this  item,  to  restore  the 
tariff  of  1816.  The  reduction  of  the  duty  had 
destroyed  a  promising  infant  manufactory  in 
his  district,  and  he  wished  to  raise  the  duty  for 
the  general  purpose  of  cherishing  the  produce 
of  wine  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tbimble.  of  Kentucky,  made  a  calcula- 
tion to  show  tnat  low  duties  on  tiiese  wines 
would  increase  the  revenue,  and  augment  a 
trade  which  was  profitable  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  combated 
the  view  and  argument  of  Mr.  TsD^mLE,  and 
contended  that  as  much  wine  would  be  used  at 
twenty-five  as  at  fifteen  cents  duty. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied,  and  signi- 
fied that  he  had  no  wish  for  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

Molasses. 
Mr.  Olat  moved  to  increase  the  existing 
duty  on  the  article  of  molasses.  He  believed 
there  was  no  fairer  object  of  taxation  in  the 
proposed  tariff.  His  great  wi^  was  to  pro- 
mote American  agriculture;  and,  with  this 
view,  to  encourage  the  production  of  tiie  raw 
material  of  any  subject  of  manufacture  to 
which  oar  own  country  was  adapted,  rather 


than  the  importation  of  the  rival  foreign  arti- 
cle. Molasses  was  to  be  considered— first,  u 
an  article  of  subsistence.  As  such,  the  enst- 
ing  duty  bore  no  proportion  to  that  on  brown 
sugar.  It  was  capable  of  being  applied,  azid 
was  in  fact  applied,  to  almost  all  the  purposes 
of  brown  sugar.  This  latter  article  was  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound.  A 
gallon  of  molasses,  containing  not  less  than 
eight  pounds,  paid  a  duty  only  of  five  cents; 
that  is,  a  little  more  than  half  a  cent  a  ponni 
Secondly,  as  a  substance  capable  of  conversioii 
into  spirituous  liquors.  The  least  duty  imposed 
on  them  was  thirty-eight  cents  per  gallon.  If 
the  policy  of  the  cotrntry  be  well  founded,  in 
imposing  this  high  duty  on  spirits  manufactorod 
abroad,  it  equally  dictates  that  a  high  dntf 
should  be  imposed  on  an  artiele  prodooed 
abroad,  susceptible  of  easy  conversion  Into 
spirits,  and  which  comes  into  competition  vith 
articles  raised  at  home,  capable  of  nmilar  con- 
version. Thirdly,  as  a  raw  material  of  manu- 
facture. On  this  point,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  C 
that  we  ought  to  discourage,  even  for  tiie  piv- 
pose  of  manufacture,  any  raw  material,  nosed 
abroad,  of  which  articles,  capable  of  a  omilar 
fabrication,  can  be  certainly  produced  in  abmt- 
dance  at  home.  No  one  will  doubt  that  the 
grain  of  our  coxmtry  produces  a  spirit  eqnal,  it 
least,  to  that  which  is  distilled  from  molasses; 
nor  our  ability  to  produce  it  in  the  greatest 
abundance.  He  did  not  mean  to  take  np  d» 
moral  consideration  of  the  question.  He  In- 
tended to  ask  the  attention  of  tiie  oommittee  to 
the  matter  practically.  A  certain  amount  of 
spirituous  liquors  will  be  consumed,  whaieter 
we  may  think  or  wish  upon  it  as  moralists  or 
philanthropists.  Assuming  that  practical  prin- 
ciple, we  are  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  bet- 
ter for  our  country  to  derive  the  whole  profit^ 
both  as  to  the  production  of  the  raw  material 
and  the  distillation  of  it,  rather  than  divide  H 
with  foreigners.  Every  gidlon  of  spirits,  dis- 
tilled from  foreign  molasaefi,  and  oonsomed 
within  the  country,  takes  the  place  of  a  galloa 
of  spirits  distilled  fr&ta  domestic  produce.  The 
foreigner  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  value  of  the 
raw  material,  and  we  that  of  its  manufectnre 
only.  This  latter  advantage  we  should  ^ 
possess,  if  we  substituted  a  native  raw  materisl 
to  that  which  is  ftimished  us  from  abroad; 
and,  consequently,  the  mere  interest  of  man- 
ufacturing would  not  suffer  by  the  exdnsion 
of  the  foreign  material  There  ^^''^^^ 
most^  be  only  a  change  in  the  theatre  of  distil- 
lation. 

The  increase  in  the  import  of  molaasca  was 
very  great,  so  great  as  to  threaten  the  supplant- 
ing of  the  native  materials  of  distillatioD. 
From  1790  to  1800,  inclusive  of  both  years^ 
the  total  quantity  of  molasses  imported  w«J 
58,328,607  gallons;  that  is,  an  average  of 
4,887,600  ^ons  for  each  of  those  elevw 
years.  From  1801  to  1811,  inclusive  of  both 
these  years,  the  total  quantity  imported  was 
78,224,651  gallons;  that  ia^  upon  an  aTerage, 
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7,111,820  for  eacb  of  the  latter  tenn  of  eleven 
years.  The  population  of  the  United  States 
increases  in  a  ratio  of  about  four  per  cent,  per 
annum.  And  the  increased  importation  of  mo- 
lasses, during  the  latter  term  of  eleven  years, 
beyond  that  of  the  previous  term  of  eleven 
years,  was  about  what  it  ought  to  have  been, 
supposing  the  increase  of  consumption  to  be 
according  to  the  progressive  augmentation  of 
our  popmation.  Applying  the  same  principle, 
the  quantity  of  molasses  imported  in  1622 
ought  to  have  been  9,875,040,  instead  of  which 
the  actual  quantity  was  11,990,569  gallons  for 
that  year, « and  for  the  last  year  it  rose  U> 
18,019,828  gallons  1  The  principle  which  Hr. 
0.  thought  ought  to  govern  our  manufacturing 
policy,  was  to  encourage — Ist,  tlie  manufacture 
of  our  own  raw  materials ;  2dly,  the  manufac- 
ture of  foreign  raw  materials  which  do  not 
come  into  competition  with  any  that  are  na- 
tive ;  and  8dly,  but  least  of  all,  those  which 
compete  with  our  own  produce.  Of  all  parts 
of  our  country,  the  grain-growing  now  sulFers 
the  most.  Whatever,  therefore,  would  tend  to 
reanimate  that^  without  material  detriment  to 
others,  ought  to  meet  with  a  favorable  consid- 
eration. According  to  an  estimate  of  a  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  '1810,  of  the 
6,884,878  gallons  of  molasses  then  imported, 
five  nullions  were  supposed  to  be  distilled,  and 
the  residue,  1,834,876,  were  consumed  for  other 
domestic  purposes.  Applying  that  rule— of  the 
18,019,828,  imported  last  year,  2,786,418  gal- 
lons were  consumed  in  domestic  purposes  other 
than  that  of  distillation,  and  10,282,915  gallons 
in  distillation.  Supposing  (which  is  a  low  esti- 
mate) a  gallon  of  molasses  to  produce  only  a 
gallon  of  spirits^  there  was  distilled  10,242,915 
gallons  of  spirits.  To  produce  this  quantity 
m>m  grain,  would  require  about  five  millions  of 
bushels.  And  the  total  export  of  the  bread- 
6tu£Es  of  the  last  year  did  not  equal  five  mil- 
lions of  bushels  of  grain.  Thus,  by  excluding 
the  foreign  raw  material  of  molasses  as  an  .ob- 
ject of  £stillation,  we  should  create  an  addi- 
tional market  at  home,  for  a  quantity  of  grain 
equal  to  about  the  whole  export,  in  the  form  of 
breadstuflfs,  of  that  article  last  year.  Suppose 
it  were  attempted  to  import  grain  from  abroad, 
for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  would  not  every 
one  cry  out  against  it  ?  And  where  is  the  dif- 
ference between  such  an  operation  as  that 
Tvould  be,  and  the  importation  of  molasses  con- 
vertible into  a  worse  spirit  tlum  that  which  is 
distilled  from  grain  ? 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  molasses  oujriit  to  be 
considered  as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  effect 
of  the  additional  duty,  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose, would  be  merely  to  lessen  the  importa- 
tion, and  thereby  give  greater  scope  for  the 
consumption  of  our  native  produce.  To  what 
amount  it  would  lessen  it,  could  only  be  matter 
of  conjecture.  If  one-half,  and  the  duty  which 
the  committee  might  fix  should  be  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  per  gallon,  there  would  be  an  aug- 
mentation of  revenue  in  the  ratio  of  twenty- 


five  per  cent,  upon  the  present  amount.  Taxed 
at  that  rate,  the  duty  would  still  be  greatly  be- 
low the  standard  which  is  furnished  by  that  on 
brown  sugar,  or  on  that  of  spirits. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  article 
of  mere  subsistence,  Hr.  Clay  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  increase  the  duty,  low  as  it  would  be,  if 
his  proposition  were  adopted,  in  comparison  to 
brown  sugar.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimina- 
tion made  between  that  portion  of  the  material 
which  was  distilled,  and  that  which  was  con- 
sumed in  other  domestic  uses,  he  would,  with 
pleasure,  adopt  the  discrimination.  He  knew 
of  none  that  was  practicable.  He  finally  pro- 
posed to  insert  in  tne  bill  a  duty  of  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  but  subse- 
quently reduced  tiie  proposed  amount  of  duty 
to  ten  cents. 

Mr.  ToHUNSoH,  of  Connecticut,  rose  in  reply 
to  the  Speaker,  and  observed,  that  it  .would 
have  been  satisfactory  to  him  to  have  been  ap- 
prised that  such  a  motion  was  about  to  be 
made ;  but,  though  he  had  not  enjoyed  that  ad- 
vantage, and  was  therefore  obliged  to  reply 
with  less  time  for  consideration  than  he  could 
have  wished,  he  still  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  his 
views,  in  answer  to  those  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  honorable  Speaker.  That  gen- 
tleman had  admitted,  that  the  article  now 
about  to  be  taxed,  is  an  article  of  subsistence. 
It  is  so ;  and  one  used  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  propo- 
sition is,  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  count^ ;  to 
draw  revenue  from  the  mouth  of  the  poor  and 
hard-working  man.  The  gentleman  had  actu- 
ally gone  so  far  as  to  calculate  how  much  of 
every  meal  was  to  go  to  the  payment  of  this 
contribution.  He  had  stated  it  at  a  fraction  of 
a  cent.  But  even  a  fraction  of  a  cent  on  every 
meal,  when  the  meals,  as  they  must  be,  were 
often  repeated,  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  We  must  look  at 
the  actual  state  of  facts.  The  Speaker  had 
made  a  calculation,  in  which,  as  it  consisted  in 
figures  orally  stated,  and  not  submitted  to  the 
eye,  Mr.  T.  sud  he  had  not  been  able  to  detect 
any  fallacy ;  but  he  was  satisfied  there  must  be 
a  very  great  error  in  some  part  of  it.  He  also 
had  made  a  calculation,  and  its  result  was  very 
widely  different.  To  arrive  at  the  quantity  of 
molasses  actually  distilled  into  spirits,  he  had 
resorted  to  the  report  of  the  marshals  appoint- 
ed in  1820,  to  take  an  account  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
quoted  a  statement^  in  figures,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  quantity  stated  by  the  Speaker,  was  dis- 
tilled.] He  had  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the 
same  fact,  by  examining  the  returns  of  internal 
duties  in  1814;  which  examination  confirmed 
this  conclusion.  Mr.  T.  here  read  off  state- 
ments, going  to  prove  that  a  large  part  of 
the  amount  of  spirits  to  which  the  Speaker 
alluded,  was  produced,  not  from  molasses,  but 
from  his  own  rye  and  com. 

Mr.  T.  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show 
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the  quantitj  of  sngar  imported,  at  different 
periods,  from  which  it  appeared  uiat  the  quan- 
titj  of  sugar  bronght  into  the  country  had  de- 
creased ;  and  he  argned  thence,  that  the  do- 
mestic nse  of  molasses  in  families  had  increased. 
He  admitted,  indeed,  that  the  sugar  of  Louisi- 
ana had,  to  some  extent,  taken  the  place  of 
foreign ;  but  not  sufficiently  to  effect  this  result. 
But,  said  Mr.  T.,  even  granting  the  gentleman's 
premises,  allow  that  ten  millions  of  gallons  of 
spirits  have  been  made  from  molassQS  in  one 
year,  still  I  should  not  assent  to  the  duty  now 
proposed.  How  is  this  molasses  procured? 
By  exchanging  for  it  the  productions  of  agri- 
culture, and  'such  productions  as  could  not,  by 
any  process,  be  turned  into  whiskey,  (for  now 
the  rage  seemed  to  be,  to  make  every  thing  into 
whiskey.)  Fish,  lumber,  butter,  cheese,  could 
not,  certainly,  be  so  converted ;  and  these  were 
the  articles  which  went  to  bring  the  molasses 
from  the  West  Indies.  If  you  prevented  its 
introduction,  you  prevented,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, their  exportation ;  and  so  far  deprived  the 
people  of  one  section  of  the  Union  of  a  market 
for  their  industry.  By  the  present  tariff  a 
duty  of  ^YQ  cents  a  gallon  is  laid  on  this  article. 
The  result  of  which  is,  an  income  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  $600,000 ;  and  the  consumers  of  it 
are  confined  to  a  comparatively  small  district. 
To  these  persons,  the  proposed  amendment  will 
be  a  direct  tax  on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
— on  an  article  of  the  subsistence  of  the  poor. 
He  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show  that 
the  original  cost  of  a  gallon  of  molasses,  in  the 
West  Indies,  was  only  ten  cents.  So  that  the 
duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  will  be  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  first 
cost  of  the  article.  ^ 

He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  this  increase  of 
duty,  instead  of  augmenting,  would  diminish 
the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  would,  in  effect, 
exclude  the  artide  altogether.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  manufacturer  of  whiskey  needed 
this  duty  as  an  encouragement.  By  a  price- 
current  of  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  that  Ken- 
tucky whiskey  was  worth  from  88  to  84  cents ; 
a  bushel  of  rye  makes  2  gallons,  equal  to  66 
cents.  If  this  was  not  sufficient  encouragement, 
he  must  be  greatly  deceived.  But  to  tJiis  must 
yet  Airther  be  added,  the  profit  of  the  animals 
fettened  on  the  grain  after  the  process  of  dis- 
tillation was  over.  Under  all  these  views  of 
the  subject,  (very  hastily  presented,)  he  could 
not  but  hope  that  the  proposed  amendment 
would  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FtnxEB  accounted  for  the  different  results 
to  which  the  honorable  Speaker  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  had  come,  from  the 
fact,  that  large  quantities  of  the  imported 
molasses  were  refined  and  converted  into  loaf 
sugar,  for  exportation ;  and  that  a  part  of  the 
rum  distilled  from  molasses  is  also  exported. 
Both  these  amounts  must  be  deducted  from  tiie 
apparent  amount  consumed. 

Mr.  Olat  rejoined.  Admitting  that  part  of 
the  molasses  is  converted  into  sugar,  (though 


this  was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  head 
of  such  a  thing;  he  alwavs  supposed  that 
molasses  was  a  residuum  which  could  not  be 
grained.)  Still,  he  asked,  if  there  was  any  jnat 
proportion  between  the  duty  on  sugar  and  that 
on  molasses?  If  the  molasses  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  sugar,  the  case  was  still  worse  than 
if  it  was  to  be  considered  as  spirits.  Teach  it 
but  with  the  wand  of  the  manu&ctarer,  and 
straight  it  would  bring,  as  sugar,  a  protecfisg 
duty  of  three  cents  a  pound ;  but,  as  molasses,  it 
paid  only  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  repelled  tiie 
idea,  that  this  was  a  duty  for  the  West  He 
knew  not  that  it  would  benefit  that  sec^on  d 
the  country  more  than  others.  Nor  did  he  care 
where  the  benefit  fell;  it  would  fall  somevhere. 
Wherever  grain  was  grown  throughout  fiie 
Union,  its  effects  would  operate— 4ior  are  grain- 
growers  alone — the  fruit-rainng  distrietB  in- 
cluding that  of  thO;  ^ntleman  m>m  Gonneeti- 
cut)  would  all  be  aided  by  it.  Peach  braodj 
and  apple  brandy  would  both  be  benefited  by 
excluding  West  India  molasses^  and  diminiab- 
ing  the  rum  made'  from  it  He  aimed  not  at 
the  waters,  but  at  the  drinkers,  of  New  Eng^ 
land ;  and  if  the  gentleman  could  devise  a  pifli 
by  which  they  could  be  separated^  so  that  the 
duty  would  bear  upon  tne  latter  onlj,  he 
would  immedii^ly  vote  with  him  in  its  &Tor. 
As  to  its  taxing  the  food  of  the  poor,  he  naked 
whether  it  was  equal  to  the  duty  on  brown 
sugar,  or  bohea,  both  of  which  were  food  of 
the  poor? 

^.  0.  here  quoted  a  statement  from  a  voii^ 
by  Mr.  Picton,  (on  whom  he  passed  a  merited 
encomium,  and  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  same 
State  with  Mr.  T.,)  to  corroborate  the  pofiition 
he  had  taken  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of 
molasses  distilled,  to  that  used  fof  food;  and 
closed,  by  reducing  his  motion  to  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  per  ffallon. 

When  fir.  0.  concluded,  the  question  vai 
taken  on  the  motion  to  insert  in  the  bill,  a  datr 
of  ten  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  100  votes  to  88. 


Thubsdat,  March  25. 

Aee<mnU  of  Vice  President  Tbmphm, 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Pss* 

DENT  OF  THE  UnTTED  BtATES,  aS  folloWS .' 
Totkeffatmo/Jiqfreteiiiatwetqftke  UmMSt^: 

Haring  stated  to  Googresa^  on  the  7th  Decanter 
last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompidnfl,  late  Gorreraor  cf  Net 
York,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  aom  than  that  fcpcrt- 
ed  iQ  his  favor,  by  the  accoiintiiig  offioen  of  the  Gcf 
eminent,  and  that,  in  execatioD  of  the  law  of  A«  ia^ 
aeaaioo,  I  had  the  aabject  still  under  ooouderatioB,  I 
now  commimicate  to  yon  the  resnlt. 

On  fiill  consideration  of  the  law,  by  whkh  Hoi 
duty  was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  on  the  bans  of  which  the  lav  was  foood- 
ed,  I  have  thought  that  I  was  anthoriaed  to  adopt 
the  principles  laid  down  in  that  report,  in  decidi^ 
on  the  sum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  ms 
aervicea    Witii  this  view,  and  on  a  ooinpari«»« 
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his  iervioes  wi&  those  which  were  tendered  hj  other 
disbursing  officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also, 
his  aid  in  obtaining  loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow* 
him  five  per  cent,  for  all  sums  borrowed  and  dis- 
bnned  by  him,  and  of  which  decision  I  informed 
him.  Wc.  Tompkins  has  since  stated  to  me  that 
this  allowance  will  not  indemnify  him  for  his  ad- 
vances, loans,  expenditures,  and  losses,  in  rendering 
tiioee  services,  nor  place  him  on  the  footing  of  those 
who  loaned  money  to  the  Government  at  wat  inter- 
esting period.  He  has  also  expressed  a  desire  that 
I  womd  submit  the  subject  to  the  first  deddon  of 
Congress,  which  J  now  do.  In  adopting  this  meas- 
ure, I  think  proper  to  add,  that  I  concur  fully  in  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  committee,  in  favor  of 
the  very  patriotic  and  valuable  services  which  were 
rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
UAMca  25, 1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Propagating  ike  Gotpel  among  the  Heathen. 

To  ikt  Haute  of  Repretentaiivet  of  the  UnUed  Staiee  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  25th  February,  requesting  in- 
formation whether  the  title  of  ihe  United  Brethren 
for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to 
certain  sections  of  land  in  Ohio,  has  been  purchased 
for  the  United  States;  and  if  so,  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  contract,  and  of  the  papers  relating  thereto,  to  be 
laid  before  tiie  House,  I  transmit,  'herewith,  all  the 
doonments  required.* 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WMBorGTOv,  Mardk  25, 1824. 

The  Message,  &o.,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Wbioht,  Cahpbbll  of 
Ohio,  BuoKNXB,  Cook,  Hayden,  Mabklbt,  and 
SiBBLnro,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

I^&neh  Spoliationi, 
Mr.  FoBSTTH,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Afffurs,  to  which  had  been  referred,  at  the 
present  session,  sundry  memorials  npon  the 
Bubject  of  spoliations  committed  on  toe  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  by 
French  cmisers,  between  the  years  1798  and 
1800,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  which 
wa9  lud  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

On  the  petitions  of  Hadrianns  Van  Noorden,  Wil- 
liam and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Paniel  Henshaw,  sev- 
eral merchants  and  underwriters  of  Salem,  several 
merchants  of  Qlouoester,  several  merdiants  and  un- 
derwriters of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  sev- 
eral merchants  of  Washington,  North  Carolina, 
Henry  daik  and  othen,  ofKennebunk,  and  several 

•  Ths  doeomeBts  showed  that  the  sobeme  had  entirely 
ikiled,  and  the  beneroleat  Bodety  wMeh  had  so  long  de- 
voted itself  to  the  amelioration  of  the  oondiUon  of  these  Ib- 
dians— finding  It  ])eeame  worse,  and  nmnbers  decreasing, 
and  rednoed  to  a  smaU  ronuumt,  who  had  lost  all  the  vlrtnes 
of  the  Indian  witbont  gaining  any  of  those  of  the  white 
man— desired  to  be  relieved  of  their  tnut,  and  to  reconvey 
the  lands  (12,000  acres)  to  the  United  States;  which  was 
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others,  n^erchants,  in  Ifaine,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  they  report — 

That  no  evidenoe  aooompanies  either  of  the  peti- 
tions ;  all  of  which,  ezoept  the  first,  are  literally  the 
same,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  oonoert 
among  the  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  if  it 
were  desirable^  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
present^  in  general  terms,  the  nature  of  these  daims, 
as  set  forth  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  examine, 
as  briefly  as  poesible,  the  grounds  upon  which  relief 
is  asked  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Thb  claims  are  founded  upon  spoliations  committed 
by  the  private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France, 
between  the  years- 1798  and  1800. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  French  Government, 
to  the  date  of  the  ra&sation  of  the  treaty  of  1800, 
always  considered  the  recqgnition  of  their  claims  as 
due  to  its  honor,  and  attached  tibem  as  a  obaige 
upon  its  national  oharaoter. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whioh 
has  volunteered  its  agency-  for  the  recovery  of  them 
from.  France,  exercised  its  power  and  authority  to 
prevent  the  petitioners  from  obtaining  indemni^ — 
that  the  Government  of  the  "United  states  received 
firom  France  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  claims,' 
in  the  discharge  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties 
with  France,  and  the  abrogation  of  those  treaties. 

Similar  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persona, 
have  been  frec[uently  made  to  Congress,  and  reports 
upon  them  are  to  be  found  hi  the  records  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  of  the  Senate.  None 
oi  these  applications  have  been  snccessftd.  Without 
attempting  even  to  enumerate  the  failures  to  obtain 
a  sanction  to  their  statement  and  to  their  claims, 
the  committee  refer  the  House  to  a  detailed  report 
of  the  various  acts  of  the  Goteznment  of  the  United 
States  and  of  France,  from  1793  to  1800,  made  by 
a  select  committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1802,  to 
which  applications  like  the  present  were  referred. 
Governed  by  that  report,  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  are  not  satisfied  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment ev«  admitted  the  justice  of  the  dahns  of  the 
petitioners,  or  ever  intended  to  pay  them ;  that  the 
Goyemment  of  the  United  States  used  every  effort, 
even  to  war  itself  to  rescue  the  property  of  Ameri- 
can merchants  from  the  lawless  violence  of  France; 
tiiat  ito  efibrts  to  procure  payment  for  the  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French  cruisers,  were  not  discon- 
tinoed  until  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
sucoesa.  ,  That  this  Government  neoer  received  flcxxm 
France  tmg  equivalent  for  the  cUums  of  Americans 
upon  France.  The  war  of  aggression  was  commenced 
by  France,  and  every  act  ofthe  United  States  was  a 
just  retaliation  for  previous  injury.  The  treaties 
with  France  were  annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  in 
1798,  in  consequence  of  the  utter  dinregard  of  the 
stipulations  of  them  by  that  power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume  that  France  was  right, 
and  their  own  Government  wrong.  That  France 
was  prepared  to  make  a  just  reparation  for  the  out- 
rages committed  under  her  own  laws,  until  released 
from  hex  obligations  by  the  United  States,  who  were 
fidthless  to  their  trust,  m  the  first  instance,  and  have 
been  regardless  of  the  obligations  of  justice  ever 
sinoe,  assumptions  not  consistent  with  truth,  nor  cred- 
itable to  the  patriotism  of  those  who  make  them. 
The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  to  adopt 
tiie  following  resolution; 
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Retoked,  That  petitions  of  the  several  penotis 
who  ask  indemnity  for  spoliations  comnfltted  by 
French  cmi^rs  on  their  property,  between  the  years 
1793  and  1800,  be  rejected. 

The  Tariff  Bill 
The  Honse  then  again  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  hill  ^^  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Condiot  in 
the  chair. 


Fbiday,  March  26. 
CotUm  Minimum  Valuation^ 
Mr.  IsACKB,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  from  the  33d  to  the  42d  Une, 
inclusive,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

**  Provided^  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
oloibs  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material,' 
excepting  nankeens  imported  dueotiy  from  China, 
the  original  coet  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  oentom  if 
imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place 
beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  friom 
any  other  place,  shall  be  less  ihan  thirty-five  cents 
per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  du^  accordingly." 

Mr.  IsAOKS  stated  that  his  object  was  to  take 
away  from  the  bill  the  proposed  minimom  on 
cotton  goods.  Mr.  I.  quoted  statements,  in 
figures,  to  show  the  amount  of  duties  in  1823, 
paid  on  different  species  of  cotton  goods,  &c., 
to  show  the  reasonableness  of  his  proposition, 
&c.  He  did  not  conceive  this  further  encour- 
agement on  the  cotton  manufacture  necessary ; 
moreover,  because,  if  he  was  correctly  informed, 
the  manufacturers  neither  wished  nor  needed 
it)  that  portion  of  the  capital  and  industry  of 
the  country  employed  in  it  being  more  produc- 
tive than  almost  any  other. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Mr.  OAMBBBLENa  presented  apetition  of  Jacob 
Schieffelin  and  Son,  of  New  York,  merchants, 
setting  forth  that,  in  1809,  a  considerable 
amount  of  property  belonging  to  tii^m,  lying 
in  a  port  in  Holland,  was  seized  by  French 
authorities,  transported  to  the  port  of  Antwerp, 
and  there  sold,  without  condemnation,  and  the 
proceeds  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  France,  and 
praying  tne  interposition  of  Congress  in  such 
manner  as  to  procure  them  redi^ss  for  their 
wrongs. 

Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  An- 
thony Le  Courtois,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  setting  forth  that,  in  1811, 
while  pursuing  a  lawful  voyage  from  the  United 
States  to  Russia,  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a 
French  private  armed  cruiser,  and,  with  her 
cargo,  was  condemned,  by  which  the  petitioner 
has  been  reduced  to  poverty  and  distress ;  and 
praying  such  relief  in  the  premises  as,  in  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  may  seem  meet  and 
j>roper. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Captain  Gamble,  of  the  Marines,  petUiom  for 
Prize  Money. 
Mr.  HoLOOMBB  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
M.  Gamble,  a  captun  -of  marines  in  the  liavj 
of  the  United  States,  stating  that,  while  attach- 
ed to  the  frigate  Essex,  commanded  by  Captain 
Porter,  cruising  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  a  vessel  captured  luad  nuumed  hj 
the  Essex ;  in  which  vessel  he  afterwards  M  in 
with,  and  captured,  a  British  ship  of  very  supe- 
rior force,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  pnze 
money  for  himself  and  crew,  for  said  capture. 
— ^Referred  to  the  Conmdttee  on  Naval  AfEnn 

Canal  in  Florida  Territory. 
Mr.  Gall  presented  a  petition  of  dlTen  io- 
habitants  of  the  city  of  St.  Anguatine,  and  of 
other  parte  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  praying  permission  to  cot  i 
canal  through  public  lands,  lying  between  siid 
city  and  the  river  St  Johns;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PnUic 
Lands. 

General  Approjpriatum  BiH — Annual  Salarid 
Officers  receiving  Fay  for  Job9  and^ther  Work 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 
to  the  appropriation  bill  *^  for  the  support  d 
Government  for  the  year  1824." 

The  question  heing  then  on  the  amendment 
striking  out  of  the  bill  the  following  dasft^: 
"And  provided,  also,  that  no  person,  receiving 
an  annual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addi- 
tion thereto  for  any  official  services  whaieTer^bj 
way  of  perquisites,  or  extra  compensation,  ex- 
cept for  fees  of  office,  which  may  be  established 
by  law." 

Mr.  Cooke  stated  a  number  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  compensation  received  by  Governors 
of  Territories,  for  extra  services.  He  quoted 
the  law  appointing  the  salaries  of  those  officer 
and  contended  that  they  had  received,  in  some 
cases,  double  what  the  law  warranted,  for  tbe 
performance  of  duties  which  properly  pertaintd 
to  their  functions  as  Governors.  He  acknov)- 
edged  that  he  had  been  under  a  wrong  impre^ 
sion  with  respect  to  the  Navy  Commissionen. 
who,  he  was  happy  to  state,  received  notbisg 
beyond  what  the  laws  of  their  country  p«- 
scribe.  He  made  some  remarks  on  the  com- 
pensation received  by  the  Sai^peon-GeoeraL  oo 
which  he  entirdy  differed  from  the  <^uuo3 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  read  • 
report  of  the  former  committee  of  the  Ecost 
in  confirmation  of  his  views. 

Mr.  Yanoe,  of  Ohio,  explained  what  be  ap- 
prehended to  be  the  state  of  the  law  on  the 
subject  of  Territorial  Governors.  He  gate  a 
statement  of  the  compensation  allowed  to  tbe 
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Buperintendents  of  Indian  AfTairs,  from  the 
first  organization  of  the  Qovemoient,  and  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  to  the  present 
time,  and  he  contended  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  mistaken  insimposing  that 
the  emoloments  received  hy  the  Govemors  of 
Territories  were  not  warranted  hy  legal  pro- 
visions. He  reprobated  the  idea  of  attempting 
to  regulate  the  Indian  Department  by  a  aanse 
in  an  appropriation  bill ;  and  contended  that 
the  danse,  if  restored,  would  operate  with  great 
injustice,  especiallj  on  the  Governor  of  ifichi- 
gan,  whose  disbursements,  in  relation  to  Indian 
afEairs,  were  very  great,  and  who,  if  deprived 
of  the  compensatioanow  allowed  to  him,  would 
l>e  placed  on  a  lower  and  worse  footing  tiban  a 
conmion  Indian  agent  He  dwelt  on  the  im- 
provements which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Indian  Department  during  the  present 
Administration,  for  which  he  contended  that 
the  present  Secretary  of  War  was  entitied  to 
the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  House,  and  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  MoLanb  spoke  in  reply.  He  discussed 
at  lengtii  the  laws  in  relation  both  to  the  Terri- 
torial Govemors  and  the  Surgeon-General, 
which  he  stated  as  fully  warranting  what  they 
received.  K  any  improvement  was  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Indian  Department,  the  present 
l)ill  was  not  the  proper  one  to  effect  it,  and 
the  discussion  was  only  calculated  to  embar- 
rass it' 

Mr.  Wabfield  quoted  several  laws  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  and  op- 
posed the  clause  which  the  Senate  had  stricken 
out^  as  being  of  too  broad  and  unguarded  a 
character.  Possibly  abuses  did  exist,  and  the 
laws  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  would  cer- 
tmnly  be  better  for  revision ;  but  this  must  be 
done  as  a  sepai^ate  matter,  and  with  delibera- 
tion. He  hoped  that  the  discussion  of  that 
subject  wopld  now  be  relinquished. 

Mr.  Gall,  of  Florida,  stated  the  many  valu- 
able services  performed  by  the  Governor  of  that 
Territory,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  equity  of 
some  farther  compensation  than  his  mere  salary 
as  Governor.  He  remarked  at  large  on  the  case 
of  the  Surgeon-General,  stated  the  value  of  his 
services,  his  necessity  of  obedience,  as  attached 
to  the  Army,  even  in  the  performance  of  the 
longest  and  most  expensive  Journeys.  He  was 
in  constant  activity,  and  his  salary  alone  might 
be  exhausted  by  a  single  journey ;  talent  and 
services  were  nowhere  so  poorly  rewarded  as 
in  the  medical  staff  of  our  Army;  and  if  we 
persisted  in  this  policy,  talent  would  retire 
from  the  service  of  the  Government,  &c. 

Mr.  CoGKB  spoke  in  reply;  and  insisted  on 
the  grounds  he  had  formerly  taken.  The  pro- 
vision was  not  aimed  at  any  one  in  particular 
— -its  language  and  its  aim  were  general.  He 
stated  some  further  facts  as  to  the  compensa- 
tions received. 

Mr.  Vanoe,  of  Ohio,  explained  some  of  his 
former  statements,  and  added  facts  in  reply. 

Mr.  WioKum  recalled  the  remembrance  of 


the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  what  had 
passed  in  this  House  when  the  clause  now 
stricken  out  by  the  Senate  had  been  proposed 
by  that  gentleman,  when  he  stated  that  it  was 
not  meant  to  include  Territorial  Governors. 
If  the  gentleman  disapproved  of  the  amounts 
now  received,  he  wished  tiiat  gentieman,  as 
head  (to  use  a  phrase  of  his  own)  of  the  "  In- 
dian Committee,"  would  introduce  a  provision 
to  fix  and  regulate  their  compensation. 

Mr.  CooEB  explained. 

Mr.  Cook  observed  that  the  present  case 
showed  the  impropriety  of  receiving  statements 
from  the  departments  which  did  not  come 
before  the  House  in  an  ofBcial  form.  The  gen- 
tieman from  Tennessee  had  produced  some 
statements,  but  they  if^ere  incomplete.  Mr.  0. 
had  had  personal  opportunity  of  observing  the 
performance  of  the  duties  by  the  Governor  of  a 
Territory,  and  he  knew  them  to  be  difficult 
and  perplexing.  He  referred  to  censures  for- 
merly cast  on  Governor  Cass,  the  investigation 
which  had  ensued,  and  the  complete  vindica- 
tion which  was  the  result 

Mr.  CooKB  replied  in  a  few  words,  and  Mr. 
Cook  rejoined. 

Mr.  EioH  advocated,  in  a  few  observations, 
the  propriety  of  the  principle  of  the  amend- 
ment, but  thought  it  best  not  to  insist  on  its 
insertion  in  the  present  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  non-tconcur- 
ring  with  the  Senate  in  their  amendment^  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42,  nays  90. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  Senate's 
amendment,  and  refused  to  restore  this  clause 
to  the  bill. 

Wednesday,  March  81. 
T/ie  Tariff  Bill 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports^  Mr.  Gondiot  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Clat  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
'general  principles  of  the  tariff,  as  follows : 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  According  to  the  system 
of  one,  the  produce  of  foreign  industry  idiould 
be  subjected  to  no  other  impost  than  such  as 
may  be  necessary  to  provide  a  public  revenue; 
and  the  produce  of  America  industry  should 
be  left  to  suqtain  itself,  if  it  can,  with  no  other 
than  tiiat  incidental  protection,  in  its  competi- 
tion, at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  with  rival 
foreign  articles.  According  to  the  system  of 
the  other  class,  whilst  they  agree  that  the  im- 
posts should  be  mainly,  and  may,  under  any 
modifications,  be  safely  relied  on  as  a  fit  and 
convenient  source  of  public  revenue,  they 
would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  duties  on  for- 
eign fabrics  as  to  afford  a  gradual  but  adequate 
protection  to  American  industry,  and  lessen 
our  dependence  on  foreign  nations,  by  securing 
a  certain,  and,  ultimately,  a  cheaper  and  better 
supply  of  our  own  wants  from  our  own  abun- 
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dant  resources.  Both  classes  are  equally  sin- 
oere  in  their  respective  opinions,  equallj  honest, 
eqaallj  patriotic,  and  desirous  of  advancing  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  In  the  discussion 
and  consideration  of  these  opposite  opinions, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  which  has  the 
support  of  truth  and  reason,  we  should,  there- 
fore, exercise  every  indulgence,  and  the  great- 
est spirit  of  mutual  mooeration  and  forhear- 
ance.  And,  in  our  deliberations  on  this  great 
question,  we  should  look  fearlessly  and  truly 
at  the  actual  condition  of  the  country,  retrace 
the  causes  which  have  brought  us  into  it,  and 
snatch,  if  possible,  a  view  of  the  future.  "We 
should,  above  all,  consult  experience — ^the  ex- 
perience of  other  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  as 
our  truest  and  most  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eyes  around  ns,  the  most 
prominent  circumstance  which  fixes  our  atten- 
tion, and  challenges  our  deepest  regret,  is, 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  the  whole 
country.  It  is  forced  upon  us  by  numerous 
facta  of  the  most  incontestable  character.  It 
is  indicated  by  the  diminished  exports  of  native 
produce ;  by  the  depressed  and  reduced  state 
of  our  foreign  navigation ;  by  our  diminished 
commerce;  by  successive  unthreshed  crops  of 
grain,  perishing  in  our  bams  and  bam-yards 
for  the  want  of  a  market ;  by  the  alarming  dimi- 
nution of  the  circulating  medium;  by  tiae  nu- 
merous bankruptcies,  not  limited  to  the  trading 
classes,  but  e:(tending  to  all  orders  of  society; 
by  a  universal  complaint  of  the  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  a  consequent  reduction  of  the 
wages  of  labor;  by  the  ravenous  pursuit  after 
public  situations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their 
honors,  and  the  performance  of  their  public 
duties,  but  as  a  means  of  private  subsistence ; 
by  the  reluctant  resort  to  the  perilous  use  of 
paper  money ;  by  the  intervention  of  legislation 
m  the' delicate  relation  between  debtor  and 
creditor ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low  and  de- 
pressed state  of  the  value  of  almost  every  de- 
scription of  the  whole  mass  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not 
less  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  within  a  few 
years.  This  distress  pervades  every  part  of 
the  Union,  every  class  of  society ;  all  feel  it, 
though  it  may  be  felt,  at  different  places,  in 
different  d^ees.  It  is  like  the  atmosphere 
which  surrounds  us — ^all  must  inhale  it,  and 
none  can  escape  .it.  In  some  places,  it  has 
burst  upon  our  people  without  a  single  mitigat- 
ing circumstance  to  temper  its  severity.  Li 
others,  more  fortunate,  slight  alleviations  have 
been  experienced,  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  in  other  favoring  causes. 
A  few  years  ago,  the  planting  Interest  consoled 
itself  with  its  happy  exemption ;  but  it  has  now 
reached  this  interest  also,  which  experiences, 
though  with  less  severity,  the  general  suffering. 
It  is  most  painful  to  me  to  attempt  to  sketch  or 
to  dwell  on  the  gloom  of  this  picture.  But  I 
have  exaggerated  nothing.  Perfect  fidelity  to 
the  original  would  have  authorized  me  to  have 
ttiToum  on  deeper  and  darker  hues.    And  it  is 


the  duty  of  the  statesman,  no  less  than  that  of 
the  physician,  to  survey,  with  a  penetrating, 
steady,  and  undismayed  eye,  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  subject  on  which  he  would  oper- 
ate ;  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the  diseases  of  the 
body  politic,  if  he  would  apply  efficadous  reme- 
dies. We  have  not,  thank  God,  suffered  in 
any  great  degree  for  food.  But  distress,  resoitr 
ing  from  the  absence  of  a  supply  of  the  mere 
physical  wants  of  our  nature,  is  not  the  only, 
nor,  perhaps,  the  keenest  distress,  to  which  ve 
may  be  expensed.  Moral  and  pecuniary  soffer- 
ing  is,  if  poadble,  .more  poignant  It  phngei 
its  victim  into  hopeless  despair.  It  poisona,  it 
paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  of  aD  usefnl 
exertion.  Its  unsparing  action  is  collateral  as 
well  as  direct  It  falls  with  inexorable  foree, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  wretched  lunilj  of 
embarrassment  and  insolvency,  and  upon  its 
head.  They  are  a  faithful  mirror,  reflectiBg 
back  upon  him,  at  once,  hiaown  fnghtfbl  image, 
and  that,  no  less  appalling,  of  the  dearest  ob- 
jects of  his  affection.  What  is  the  taute  of  this 
wide-spreading  distress,  of  this  deep  depresaoo, 
which  we  behold  stamped  on  the  pubHc  coon- 
tenance  ?  We  are  the  same  people.  We  have 
the  same  country.  We  cannot  arraign  the 
boxmty  of  Providence!  The  showers  mi  fidi 
in  the  same  grateful  abundance.  The  son  t^ 
casts  his  genial  and  vivifying  influence  npca 
the  land ;  and  the  land,  fertile  and  diversified 
in  its  soils  as  ever,  yields  to  the  industrious  gA- 
tivator,  in  boundless  proftision,  its  aocnstiomed 
fruits,  its  richest  treasures.  Our  vifior  is  un- 
impaired. Our  industry  is  not  rdaxed.  If 
ever  the  accusation  of  wasteful  extravagance 
could  be  made  against  our  people,  it  cannot 
now  be  justly  preferred.  They,  on  the  conttaiy, 
for  the  few  last  years  at  least,  have  been  prac- 
tising the  most  rigid  economy.  The  cans* 
then,  of  our  present  affliction,  whatever  they 
may  be,  are  human  causes,  and  human  causes 
not  chargeable  upon  the  people,  in  their  printe 
and  individual  relations. 

What,  again  I  would  ask,  is  the  caose  of  the 
unhappy  condition  of  our  country,  which  I 
have  faintly  depicted  ?  It  is  to  be  found  in  thj 
fact  that,  during  almost  the  whole  existence  of 
this  Government,  we  have  shaped  onrindnsbrf. 
our  navigation,  and  our  commerce,  in  relerenee 
to  an  extraordinary  war  in  Europe,  and  to 
foreign  markets,  which  no  longer  exist;  in  the 
fact  that  we  have  depended  too  much  vm 
foreign  sources  of  supply,  and  exdted  too  littw 
the  native;  in  the  fact  that,  whilst  we  ha« 
cultivated,  with  assiduous  care,  our  forega 
resources,  we  have  suffered  those  at  hoow  to 
wither,  in  a  state  of  neglect  and  ab«ndonm«»t 
The  consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  war 
of  Europe  has  been  the  resumption  of  Eiik^>**° 
conmierce,  European  navigation,  and  the  ex- 
tensicm  of  European  agriculture  and  Earopean 
industry,  in  all  its  branches.  Europe^  there- 
fore, has  no  longer  occasion  to  any  thing  W^ 
the  same  extent  as  that  whidi  she  had  daring 
her  wars,  for  American  oommaroe^  AiB«nc**^ 
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navigation,  tbe  produce  of  American  industry. 
Europe  in  commotion,  aud  convulsed  through- 
out all  her  members,  is  to  America  no  longer 
the  same  Europe  as  she  is  now,  tranquil,  and 
watching  with  the  most  vigilant  attention  all 
her  own  peculiar  interests,  without  regard  to 
the  operation  of  her  policy  upon  us.  The  effect 
of  this  altered  state  of  Europe  upon  us  has 
been  to  circumscrihe  the  employment  of  our 
marine,  and  greatly  to  reduce  the  value  of  the 
produce  of  our  territorial  labor.  The  further 
effect  of  this  twofold  reduction  has  been  to 
decrease  the  value  of  all  property,  whether  on 
the  land  or  on  the  ocean,  and  which  I  suppose 
to  be  about  fifty  per  cent.  And  the  still  faiiher 
effect  has  been  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our 
circulating  medium,  in  a  proportion  not  less  by 
its  transmission  abroad,  or  its  withdrawal  by 
the  banking  institutions,  from  a  necessity  which 
they  could  not  control  The  quantity  of  money, 
in  whatever  form  it  may  be,  which  a  natipn 
wants,  is  in  pri^ortion  to  the  total  mass  of  its 
wealth,  and  to  the  activity  of  that  wealth. 
A  nation  that  has  but  little  wealth  has  but  a 
limited  want  of  money.  In  stating  the  fact^ 
therefore,  that  the  total  wealth  of  the  country 
has  diminished,  within  a  few  years,  in  a  ratio 
of  about  fifty  per  cent.,  we  shdl  at  once  fully 
comprehend  Uie  inevitable  reduction  which 
must  have  ensued  in  the  total  quantity  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country.  A  nation 
is  most  prosperous  when  there  is  a  gradual  and 
nntempting  addition  to  the  aggregate  of  its  cir- 
culating medium.  It  is  in  a  condition  the 
most  adverse,  when  there  is  a  rapid  diminution 
in  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  and 
a  consequent  depression  in  the  value  of  prop- 
erty. In  the  former  case,  the  wealth  of  in- 
dividuals insensibly  increases,  and  income  keeps 
ahead  of  expenditure.  But,  in  the  latter  in- 
stance, debts  have  been  contracted,  engage^ 
ments  made,  and  habits  of  expense  established, 
in  reference  to  the  existing  state  of  wealth  and 
of  its  representative.  When  these  come  to  be 
greatiy  reduced,  individuals  find  tiieir  debts 
still  existing,  their  engagements  imexecuted, 
and  their  habits  inveterate.  They  see  them- 
selves in  the  possession  of  the  same  property 
on  which,  in  good  faith,  they  had  bound  them- 
selves. But  that  property,  without  their  fault, 
possesses  no  longer  the  same  value ;  and  hence, 
discontent,  impoverishment,  and  ruin  arise. 
Let  us  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Europe 
was  agmn  the  theatre  of  such  a  general  war  as 
recently  raged  throughout  all  her  dominions—* 
such  a  state  of  the  war  as  existed  in  her  ^eatest 
exertions  and  in  our  greatest  prospenty — ^in- 
stantiy  there  would  arise  a  greedy  demand  for 
the  surplus  produce  of  our  industry,  for  our 
commerce,  for  our  navigation.  The  languor 
which  now  prevails  in  our  cities,  and  in  our 
seaports,  would  give  way  to  an  animated  activ- 
ity. Our  roads  and  rivers  would  be  crowded 
with  the  produce  of  the  interior.  Everywhere 
we  should  witness  excited  industry.  The  pre- 
cious metals  would  reflow  from  abroad  upon 


us.  Banks,  which  have  maintained  their  credit, 
would  revive  their  business,  and  new  banks 
would  be  established  to  take  the  place  of  those 
which  have  sunk  beneath  the  general  pressure ; 
for,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  they  have 
produced  our  present  adversity;  they  have 
somewhat  aggravated  it,  but  tiiey  were  the  . 
effect  and  the  evidence  of  our  prosperity. 
Prices  would  again  get  up;  the  former  vdue 
of  property  would  be  restored ;  and  those  em- 
barrassed persons  who  have  not  been  already 
overwhelmed  by  the  times,  would  suddenly  find, 
in  the  augmented  value  of  their  property,  and 
the  renewal  of  their  business,  ample  means  to 
extricate  themselves  from  all  their  difiiculties. 
The  greatest  want  of  civilized  society  is  a  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus,  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  of  its  members.  This 
market  may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both, 
but  it  must  exist  somewhere,  if  society  prospers ; 
and  wherever  it  does  exist,  it  should  be  compe- 
tent to  the  absolution  of  tiie  entire  surplus  of 
production.  It  is  most  desirable  that  there 
should  be  both  a  home  and  a  foreign  market 
But,  with  respect  to  their  relative  superiority, 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt.  The  home  market 
is  first  in  order,  and  paramount  in  importance. 
The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration  is  to 
create  this  home  market,  and  to  lay  the  foun- 
dations of  a  genuine  American  policy.  It  is 
opposed;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  par- 
tisans of  the  foreign  policy  (terms  which  1  shall 
use  without  any  invidious  intent)  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market  is  an  adequate 
vent  for  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.  But 
is  it  sot  1.  Foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they 
would,  take  our  surplus  produce.  K  the  source 
of  supply,  no  matter  of  what,  increases  in  a 
greater  ratio  than  the  demand  for  that  supply, 
a  glut  of  the  market  is  inevitable,  even  if  we 
suppose  both  to  remain  perfectiy  unobstructed. 
The  duplication  of  our  population  takes  place 
in  terms  of  about  twenty-five  years.  The  term 
will  be  more  and  more  extended  as  our  num- 
bers multiply.  But  it  will  be  a  sufi&cient  ap- 
proximation to  assume  this  ratio  for  the  present 
We  increase,  therefore,  in  population  at  the  rate 
of  about  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  Supposing 
the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in  the  same 
ratio,  we  should,  every  succeeding  year,  have, 
of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent  more  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into 
the  account  the  differences  of  seasons  which 
neutralize  each  other.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to 
rely  upon  the  foreign  market  exclusively,  for- 
eign consumption  ought  to  be  shown  to  be  in- 
creasing in  tne  same  ratio  of  four  per  cent  per 
annum,  if  it  be  an  adequate  vent  for  our  sur- 
plus produce.  But,  as  I  have  supposed  the 
measure  of  our  increasing  production  to  be  fur- 
nished by  that  of  our  increasing  population ; 
so  the  measure  of  their  power  of  consumption 
must  be  determined  by  that  of  the  increase  of 
their  population.  Now,  the  total  foreign  popu- . 
lation,  who  consume  our  surplus  produce,  upon 
an- average,  do  not  double  their  aggregate  num- 
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ber  in  a  shorter  term  than  that  of  about  one 
hundred  ^ears.  Our  powers  of  production  in- 
crease then  in  a  ratio  four  times  greater  than 
their  powers  of  consumption.  Andlience  their 
utter  inability  to  receive  from  us  our  surplus 
produce. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  Confederacy  comprehends 
within  its  vast  limits  great  diversity  of  inter- 
ests— agricultural,  planting,  farming,  commer- 
cial, navigating,  fishing,  manufacturing.  No 
one  of  these  interests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree, 
and  cherished  with  the  same  solicitude,  through 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  Some  of  them  are  pe- 
culiar to  particular  sections  of  our  common 
country.  But  all  these  great  interests  are  con- 
fided t«  the  protection  of  one  Government — to 
the  fate  of  one  ship ;  and  a  most  gallant  ship  it 
is,  with  a  noble  crew.  If  we  prosper,  and  are 
happy,  protectipn  must  be  extended  to  all — ^it 
is  due  to  all.  It  is  the  great  principle  on  which 
obedience  is  demanded  from  all.  If  our  essen- 
tial interests  cannot  find  protection  from  our 
own  Government  against  the  policy  of  foreign 
powers,  where  are  they  to  get  it  ?  We  did  not 
unite  for  sacrifice,  but  for  preservation.  The 
inquiry  should  be,  in  reference  to  the  great  in- 
terests of  every  section  of  the  Union,  (I  speak 
not  of  minute  subdivisions,)  What  would  be 
done  for  those  interests  if  that  section  stood 
alone  and  separated  from  the  residue  of  the 
Republic?  It  the  promotion  of  those  interests 
would  not  ii^uriously  affect  any  other  section, 
then  every  thmg  should  be  done  for  them  which 
would  be  done  if  it  formed  a  distinct  Govern- 
ment. If  they  come  into  absolute  collision 
with  the  interests  of  another  section,  a  recon- 
ciliation, if  possible,  should  be  attempted,  by 
mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avoid  a  sacrifice  of 
the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the  other. 
In  such  a  case,  all  should  not  be  done  for  one, 
which  would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and 
independent,  but  something;  and,  in  devising 
the  measure,  the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the 
whole  should  be  carefully  consulted.  This  is 
the  only  mode  by  which  we  can  preserve,  in 
full  vigor,  the  harmony  of  the  whole  Umon. 
The  South  entertains  one  opinion,  and  imagines 
that  a  modification  of  the  existing  policy  of  the 
country,  for  the  protection  of  American  indus- 
try, involves  the  ruin  of  the  South.  The  North, 
the  East,  the  West,  bold  the  opposite  opinion, 
and  feel,  and  contemplate,  in  a  longer  adherence 
to  the  foreign  policy,  as  it  now  exists,  their 
utter  destruction.  Is  it  true  that  the  interests 
of  these  great  sections  of  our  country  are  irre- 
concilable with  each  otJier  ?  Are  we  reduceN^ 
to  the  sad  and  afflicting  dilemma  of  determin- 
ing which  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  other?  Happily,  I  think,  there  is  no 
such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  North,  the 
West,  and  the  East,  formed  an  independent 
State,  unassociated  with  the  South,  can  there 
be  a  doubt  that  the  restrictive  system  would  be 
carried  to  the  point  of  prohibition  of  every  for- 
eign fabric  of  which  they  produce  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and   which   they  could  manufacture? 


Such  would  be  their  policy,  if  they  stood 
alone ;  but  they  are,  fortunately,  connected 
with  the  South,  which  believes  its  interest  to 
require  a  free  admission  of  foreign  ^unn£l^ 
tures.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  for  mutual  coooes- 
sion,  for  fair  compromise.  The  bill  under  con- 
sideration presents  this  compromise.  It  is  a 
medium  between  the  absolute  exdnsion  and 
the  unrestricted  admission  of  the  produce  of 
foreign  industry.  It  sacrifices  the  interest  of 
neither  section  to  that  of  the  other ;  neitber,  it 
is  true,  gets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to 
all  that  it  fears.  But  it  has  been  said  that  tbe 
South  obtains  nothing  in  this  compromise. 
Does  it  lose  any  thing  ?  is  the  first  question.  I 
have  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  does  not,  br 
showing  that  a  mere  transfer  is  effected  in  tk 
source  of  the  supply  of  its  consumption,  from 
Europe  to  America;  and  that  the  loss,  vbit- 
ever  it  may  be,  of  the  sale  of  its  great  staple  in 
Europe,  is  compensated  by  the  new  market 
created  in  America.  But  does  the  South  reallr 
gain  nothing  in  this  compromise  ?  The  eoa- 
sumption  of  the  other  sections,  though  some- 
what restricted,  is  still  left  open,  by  this  bill  to 
foreign  fabrics  purchased  by  Southern  staples. 
So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the  %^ 
and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other  £«^ 
tions,  and  that  is  the  point  of  mutual  coDce$- 
sion.  The  South  will  also  gtdn  by  the  extended 
consumption  of  its  great  staple,  produced  bj  an 
increased  capacity  to  consume  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  establishment  of  the  home  mar- 
ket. But  the  South  cannot  exert  its  indostar 
and  enterprise  in  the  business  of  manufactures. 
Why  not  ?  The  diflSculties,  if  not  exaggerated. 
are  artificial,  .and  may,  therefore,  be  sunnooot- 
ed.  But  can  the  other  sections  embark  in  tlie 
planting  occupations  of  the  South  ?  The  ob- 
structions which  forbid  them  are  natoraJ,  cre- 
ated by  the  imhiutable  laws  of  God,  and  th^e- 
fore  unconquerable. 

Other  and  animating  considerations  inyite 
us  to  adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.  Its  izB- 
portance,  in  connection  with  the  general  d^ 
fence  in  time  of  war,  cannot  fail  to  be  dnl? 
estimated*  Need  I  recall  to  our  painfol  reco^ 
lection  the  sufferings,  for  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  absolute  necessaries,  to  whidi 
the  defenders  of  their  country's  rights  and  our 
entire  population  were  subjected  duriug  the 
late  war  ?  Or  to  remind  the  conmiittee  of  the 
great  advantages  of -a  steady  and  unfailing 
source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike  in  war  and 
in  peace  ?  its  importance,  in  reference  to  dto 
stability  of  our  Union,  that  paramonnt  aw 
greatest  of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fail  wannlt 
to  reconmiend  it,  or  at  least  to  conciliate  the 
forbearance  of  every  patriot  bosom.  Now  oar 
people  present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  asseio- 
blage  of  jealous  rivals,  all  eagerly  rushing  to 
the  seaboard,  jostling  each  other  in  their  war, 
to  hurry  off  to  glutted  foreign  markets  the  pe^ 
ishable  produce  of  their  labor.  The  tendency 
of  that  policy,  in  conformity  to  which  this  m 
is  prepared,  is  to  transform  these  oompetitois 
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into  friends  and  mutual  onstomers;  and,  by  the 
reciprocal  exchanges  of  their  respective  pro- 
dnotionBj  to  place  tiie  Confederaej  upon  the 
most  solid  of  all  foundations,  the  basis  of  com- 
mon interest  And  is  not  the  Government 
called  upon,  by  everj  stimulating  motive,  to 
adapt  its  policy  to  the  actual  condition  and  ex- 
tended growth  of  our  great  Republic?  At  the 
commenoement  of  our  constitution,  dmost  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
fined between  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Since  that  epoch,  the 
western  part  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  Virginia,  all  the  western  States  and  Territo- 
ries, have  been  principally  peopled.  Prior  to 
that  period  we  had  scarcely  any  interior.  An 
interior  has  sprung  up,  as  \i  were,  by  enchant- 
ment, and  along  with  it  new  interests  and  new 
relations,  requiring  the  parental  protection  of 
Government.  Our  policy  should  be  modi- 
fied accordingly,  so  as  to  comprehend  all,  and 
sacrifice  none.  And  are  we  not  encouraged  by 
the  success  of  past  experience,  in  respect  to  the 
only  article  which  has  been  adequately  protect- 
ed? Already  have  the  predictions  ci  the 
friends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  a 
shorter  time  than  their  most  sanguine  hopes 
could  have  anticipated,  been  completely  real- 
ized in  regard  to  that  article;  and  the  con- 
Bumptlon  is  now  better  and  cheaper  supplied 
with  coarse  cottons,  than  it  was  under  the 
prevdence  of  the  foreign  system. 

Even  if  the  benefit  of  the  policy  were  limit- 
ed to  certain  sections  of  our  country,  would  it 
not  be  satisfactory  to  behold  American  indus- 
try, wherever  situated,  active,  animated,  and 
thrifty,  rather  than  persevere  in  a  course  which 
renders  us  subservient  to  foreign  industry? 
But  these  benefits  are  twofold,  direct  and  col- 
lateral, and  in  the  one  shape  or  the  other,  they 
will  diffose  themselves  throughout  the  Union. 
All  parts  of  the  Union  will  participate,  more 
or  Icfis,  in  both.  As  to  the  direct  benefit,  it  is 
probable  that  the  North  and  the  East  will  en- 
joy the  largest  share.  But  the  West  and  the 
Sonth  will  also  participate  in  them.  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  will  divide 
with  the  Northern  capitalists  the  business  of 
manufacturing.  The  latter  city  unites  more 
advimtages  for  its  successful  prosecution  than 
any  other  place  I  know,  Zanesville,  in  Ohio, 
only  excepted.  And  where  the  direct  benefit 
does  not  accrue,  that  will  be  enjoyed  of  supply- 
ing the  raw  material  and  provisions  for  the 
consumption  of  artisans.  Is  it  not  most  desira- 
tle  to  put  at  rest  and  prevent  the  annual  recur- 
rence of  this  unpleasant  subject,  so  well  fitted, 
by  the  various  interests  to  which  it  appeals,  to 
excite  irritation  and  to  produce  discontent? 
Can  that  be  efiTected  by  its  rejection?  Behold 
the  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  on  our  table, 
earnestly  and  anxiously  entreating  the  protect- 
ing interposition  of  Congress  against  the  ruin- 
ous policy  which  we  are  pursuing.  Will  these 
petitioners,  comprehending  all  orders  of  soci- 
ety, entire  States  and  oommunitiea)  puUio  com- 
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panics,  and  private  individuals,  spontaneously 
assembling,  cease  in  their  humble  prayers,  by 
your  lending  a  deaf  ear?  Can  you  expect  that 
these  petitioners,  and  others,  in  countless  num- 
bers, that  will,  if  you  delay  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  supplicate  your  mercy,  should  contemplate 
their  substance  gradually  withdrawn  to  foreign 
countries,  their  ruin  slow,  but  certain,  and  as 
inevitable  as  death  itself  without  one  expiring 
effort?  Ton  think  the  measure  injurious  to 
you ;  we  believe  our  preservation  depends  upon 
its  adoption.  Our  convictions,  mutually  hon- 
est, are  equally  strong.  What  is  to  be  done? 
I  invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sion under  which  our  blessed  constitution  was 
formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be  hap- 
pily administered.  I  appeal  to  the  South — ^to 
the  high-minded,  generous,'  and  patriotic  South 
— with  which  I  have  so  often  co-operated,  in 
attempting  to  sustain  the  honor  and  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  our  country.  Should  it  not 
offer,  upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good,  some 
sacrifice  of  its  peculiar  opinions?  Of  what 
does  it  complain?  A  possible  temporary  en- 
hancement in  the  objects  of  consumption.  Of 
what  do  we  complain?  A  total  incapacity, 
produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to  purchase  at 
any  price,  necessary  foreign  objects  of  con- 
sumption. In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  it,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  too 
much  from  Southern  magnanimity  ?  The  just 
and  confident  expectation  of  the  passage  of  this 
bill  has  flooded  the  country  with  recent  impor- 
tations of  foreign  fabrics.  If  it  should  not 
pass,  they  will  complete  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion of  our  domestic  industry.  If  it  should 
pass,  they  will  prevent  any  considerable  rise  in 
the  price  of  foreign  commodities,  until  our  own 
industry  shall  be  able  to  supply  competent  sub- 
stitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  anx- 
iously appeal.  Every  arrangement  of  its  pro- 
vision does  not  suit  each  of  you ;  you  desire 
some  further  alterations;  you  would  make  it 
perfect.  Yon  want  what  you  will  never  get 
Nothing  human  is  perfect  And  I  have  seen, 
with  great  surprise,  a  piece  signed  by  a  member 
of  Congress,  published  in  the  '^  National  Intel- 
ligencer," stating  that  this  bill  must  be  reject- 
ed, and  a  judicious  tariff  brought  in  as  its  sub- 
stitute. A  judicwua  tariff!  No  member  of 
Congress  could  have  signed  that  piece ;  or,  if 
he  did,  the  public  ought  not  to  be  deceived.  If 
tiiis  ^ill  do  not  pass,  unquestionably  no  other 
can  pass  at  this  session,  or  probably  during  this 
Congress.  And  who  will  go  home  and  say 
that  ne  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this  bill,  b^ 
cause  molasses  has  been  subjected  to  the  enor- 
mous additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon? 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  the  friends  of  the  Amer- 
ican policy  to  yield  somewhat  of  their  own  pe^ 
culiar  wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable 
in  the  idle  pursuit  after  the  unattainable.  Let 
us  imitate  the  illustrious  example  of  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution,  and  always  remember- 
ing that  whatever  springs  from  man  partakes 
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of  his  imperfections,  depend  upon  experience 
to  suggest,  in  future,  the  necessary  amend- 
ments. 

We  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter. 
1.  The  splendid  talents  which  are  arrayed  in 
this  House  against  us.  2.  We  are  opposed  by 
the  rich  and  powerful  in  the  land.  8.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  if  any,  affords  us  but  a 
cold  and  equivocal  support.  4.  The  importing 
and  navigating  interests,  I  verily  believe  from 
misconception,  are  iodverse  to  us.  6.  The  Brit- 
ish factors  and  the  British  influence  are  inimi- 
cal to  our  success.  6.  Long-established  habits 
and  prejudices  oppose  us.  7.  The  reviewers 
and  literary  speculators,  foreign  and  domestic* 
And,  lastly,  the  leading  presses  of  the  country, 
including  the  influence  of  that  which  is  estab- 
lished in  this  city,  and  sustidned  by  the  public 
purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill 
may  be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  But 
the  cause  is  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it 
must  and  will  prevul.  It  is  founded  in  the  in- 
terests and  aflections  of  the  people.  It  is  as 
native  as  the  granite  deeply  embosomed  in  our 
mountains.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  would  pray 
God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  to  avert  from  our 
country  the  evils  which  are  impending  over  it, 
and,  by  enlightening  our  councils,  to  conduct 
us  into  that  path  which  leads-  to  riches,  to 
greatness,  to  ^ory.* 


FsiDiLT,  April  2. 
United  Brethren,  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 

among  the  Heathen:  and  the  Lands  held  in 

Trust  for  that  Object  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  from  the  conunittee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Grospel 
among  the  Heathen,  to  certain  tracts  of  land, 
made  a  report,  acogmpanied  by  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of 
land,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  aifd  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ths  Tariff  BiU. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Gonbiot  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Websteb  addressed  the  committee  on 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  its  passage  in  its  present  shape,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  avail  myself  of  the 
present  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  cer- 


*  Only  eztcBcts  are  given  from  Mr.  Clay^s  speech,  »Qeh 
as  show  the  character  and  objects  of  the  bUl,  and  omitttng 
the  aigoment  on  its  dilTerent  clauses.  The  same  oooxBe  is 
followed  with  Mr.  Webster^  speech,  immediately  following 
that  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  in  answer  to  it 


tain  principles  and  opinions  which  have  been 
recently  advanced,  and  on  those  ooDsidentiinM 
which,  in  my  judgment,  ought  to  govern  tis  in 
deciding  upon  the  several  and  resMctive  parti 
of  this  very  important  and  complex  meassre. 
I  can  truly  say  that  this  is  a  pamfol  duty.  1 
deeply  regret  the  necessity,  which  is  likdyto 
be  imposed  upon  me,  of  giving  a  general  ai&m- 
ative  or  negative  vote  on  the  whole  of  the  bill 
I  cannot  but  think  this  mode  of  prooeediog  lia- 
ble to  great  objections.  It  exposes  both  thon 
who  support,  and  those  who  oppose  the  meas- 
ure, to  very  unjust  and  ii^urioua  misapprebcn* 
sions.  There  may  be  good  reasons  for  faior- 
ing  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and 
equally  strong  reasons  Ux  opposing  otfaera;  and 
these  provisions  dcf  not  stand  to  eaeh  other  in 
the  relation  of  principal  and  incident  If  that 
were  the  case,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
principal  might  for^o  their  opinions  upon  in- 
cidental and  subordinate  provisions.  But  the 
bill  proposes  enactments  entirely  diitinet,  and 
different  from  one  another  in  chuacter  and 
tendency.  Some  of  its  dauses  are  intended 
merely  for  revenue ;  and,  of  those  which  i^ 
gard  the  protection  of  home  manufactures*  one 
part  stands  upon  very  different  grounds  from 
those  of  other  parts.  So  that  probaUy  every 
gentleman  who  may  ultimately  support  tiie  bOI, 
will  vote  for  much  which  his  judgment  doei 
not  approve ;  and  those  who  oppose  it,  will  op- 
pose something  which  they  would  very  ^y 
support 

Seing  intrusted  with  the  interest  of  idis^ 
trict  highly  commercial,  and  deeply  interested 
in  man^actures  also,  I  wish  to  state  my  opin-. 
ions  on  the  present  measure ;  not  as  on  a 
whole,  for  it  has  no  entire  and  homogoteoas 
character ;  but  as  on  a  collection  of  different 
enactments,  some  of  which  meet  my  approba- 
tion, and  some  of  which  do  not 

And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  state 
my  regret,  if,  indeed,  I  ought  not  to  express  • 
warmer  sentiment,  at  the  names,  or  deeicna- 
tions,  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  seen  fit  to  adopt 
for  the  purpose  of  describing  the  advocates  and 
the  opposers  of  the  present  bilL  It  is  a  ques- 
tion, he  says,  between  the  Mends  of  an  ^  Ame^ 
lean  policy,"  and  those  of  a  "  foreign  policr." 
This,  sir,  is  an  assumption  which  I  ta^e  the  lib- 
erty most  directly  to  deny.  Mr.  Speaktf  oe^ 
tainly  intended  nothing  invidious  op  derogstoty 
to  any  part  of  the  House  by  this  mode  of  de- 
nominating friends  and  enemies.  But  there  b 
power  in  names,  and  this  manner  of  distin- 
guishing those  who  favor  and  those  who  op- 
pose particular  measures,  may  lead  to  infer- 
ences to  which  no  member  of  the  Honse  can 
submit  It  may  imply  that  there  is  a  more  ex* 
elusive  and  peculiar  regard  to  American  inter- 
ests in  one  class  of  opinions  than  in  another. 
Such  an  implication  is  to  be  resisted  and  i^ 
pelled.  Every  meml^  has  a  right  to  the  pre- 
sumption that  he  pursues  what  he  beiie?es  to 
be  the  interest  of  his  country,  with  »b  amcera 
a  zeal  as  any  other  member.    I  daim  this  in 
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my  own  oase ;  and,  while  I  shall  not,  for  any 
purpose  of  description,  or  convenient  arrange- 
ment^ use  terms  which  may  imp]y  any  disre- 
spect to  other  men's  opinions,  mnch  less  any 
imputation  of  other  men^s  motives,  it  is  my 
duty  to  take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  by 
others,  be  not^  against  the  wiU  of  those  who 
adopt  them,  made  to  produce  a  false  impres- 
sion. Indeed,  air,  it  is  a  little  astonishing,  if  it 
seemed  convenient  to  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  distinction,  to  make  use  of.  the  terms 
*^  American  policy,"  and  *'  foreign  poHcy,"  that 
he  should  not  have  applied  them  in  a  manner 
precisely  the  reverse  of  that  in  which  he  has  in 
£ftct  used  them.  If  names  are  thought  neces- 
sary, it  would  be  weU  enough,  one  would  think, 
that  the  name  should  be,  in  some  measure,  de- 
scriptive of  the  thing ;  and  since  Mr.  Speaker 
denominates  the  policy  which  he  recommends 
*^a  new  policy  in  this  country;"  since  he 
speaks  of  the  present  measure  as  a  new  era  in 
our  legislation ;  since  he  professes  to  invite  us 
to  depart  from  our  accustomed  course,  to  in- 
struct ourselves  by  the  wisdom,  of  others,  and 
to  adopt  the  policy  of  the  most  distinguished 
foreign  States,  one  is  a  little  curious  to  know 
with  what  propriety  of  speech  this  imitation  of 
other  nations  is  denominated  an  ^^  American 
policy,"  while,  on  the  contrary,  a  preference 
for  our  own  established  system,  as  it  now  actu- 
ally exists,  and  always  has  existed,  is  called  a 
*'*'  foreign  policy."  This  favorite  American  pol- 
icy is  what  America  has  never  tried ;  and  this 
odious  foreign  policy  is  what,  as  we  are  told, 
foreign  States  have  never  pursued.  Sir,  that  is 
the  truest  American  policy  which  shall  most 
nsefiilly  employ  American  capital,  and  Ameri- 
can labor,  and  best  sustain  the  whole  popula; 
tion.  With  me  it  is  a  fundamental  axiom,  it  is 
interwoven  with  all  my  opinions,  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  are  united  and  insep- 
arable ;  that  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
factures, will  prosper  t(^ther,  or  languish  to- 
gether; and  that  all  legislation  is  dangerous 
which  proposes  to  benefit  one  of  these  without 
looking  to  the  consequences  which  may  fall  on 
the  others. 

Passing  from  this,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
that  Mr.  Speaker  began  his  able  and  impressive 
speech  at  the  proper  point  of  inauiry ;  I  mean 
the  present  state  and  condition  oi  the  country ; 
although  I. am  so  unfortunate,  or  ratiier,  al- 
though I  am  flo  happy,  as  to  differ  from  him 
▼ery  widely  in  regiu-d  to  that  condition.  I  dis- 
sent entirely  from  the  justice  of  that  picture  of 
distress  which  he  has  drawn.  I  have  not  seen 
the  reality,  and  know  not  where  it  exists. 
Within  my  observation  there  is  no  cause  for  so 
gloomy  and  temfpig  a  representation.  In  re- 
spect to  the  New  England  States,  with  the 
condition  of  whidi  I  am,  of  course,  most  ac- 
qna^ted,  the  present  appears  to  me  a  period  of 
^ery  general  prosperity.  Not,  indeed,  a  time 
for  great  profits  and  sudden  acquisition ;  not  a 
day  of  extraordinary  activity  and  successful 
speculation.   There  is,  no  doubt^  a  considerable 


depression  of  prices,  and,  in  some  degree,  a 
stagnation  of  business.  But  the  case  presented 
by  Mr.  Speaker  was  not  one  of  depression,  but 
of  distress;  of  universal,  pervaaing,  intense 
distress,  limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  place. 
We  are  represented  as  on  the  very  verge  and 
brink  of  nationad  ruin.  So  far  from  acquies- 
cing in  these  opinions,  I  believe  there  hpji  been 
no  period  in  which  the  general  prosperity  was 
better  secured,  or  rested  on  a  more  solid  foun- 
dation. As  applicable  to  the  Eastern  States,  I 
put  this  remark  to  their  Representatives,  and 
ask  them  if  it  is  not  true.  When  has  there 
been  a  time  in  which  the  means  of  livmg  have 
been  more  accessible  and  more  abxmdant  ?  when 
labor  was  rewarded,  I  do  not  say  with  a  larger, 
but  with  a  more  certain  success  ?  Profits,  in- 
deed, are  lower ;  in  some  pursuits  of  life, 
which  it  is  not  proposed  to  benefit,  but  to  bur- 
den, by  this  bill,  very  low.  But  still  I  am  un- 
acquainted with  any  proofs  of  extraordinary 
distress.  What,  indeea,  are  the  general  indica- 
tions of  the  state  of  the  country  ?  There  is  no 
famine  nor  pestilence  in  the  land,  nor  war,  nor 
desolation.  There  is  no  writhing  under  the 
burden  of  taxation.  The  means  ot  subsistence 
are  abundant ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  as- 
serted, it  is  admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor 
are  high,  in  comparison  with  those  of  any  oth- 
er country.  A  country,  then,  eiyoying  a  pro- 
found peace,  a  perfect  civil  liberty,  with  the 
means  of  subsistence  cheap  and  abundant,  with 
the  reward  of  labor  sure,  and  its  wages  higher 
than  anywhere  else,  cannot  be  represented  in 
gloom,  melancholy,  and  distress,  but  by  the 
effort  of  extraordinary  powers  of  ti-agedy. 

The  general  result,  therefore,  of  a  fair  exam- 
ination of  the  present  condition  of  things, 
seems  to  me  to  be  that  there  is  a  considerable 
depression  of  prices  and  curtailment  of  profit ; 
and,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  it  must  be 
admitted  there  is  a  great  degree  of  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of 
paying  debts  which  were  contracted  when 
prices  were  high.  With  these  qualifications, 
the  general  state  of  the  country  may  be  said  to 
be  prosperous ;  and  these  are  not  sufficient  to 
give  to  the  whole  face  of  affairs  any  appearance 
of  general  distress. 

Supposing  the  evil,  then,  to  be  a  depression 
of  prices,  and  a  partial  pecuniary  pressure,  the 
next  inquiry  is  into  the  causes  of  that  evil ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  tliere  are  several ; 
and,  in  this  respect,  I  think,  too  much  has  been 
imputed,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  single  cause  of 
the  diminution  of  exports.  ,  Connected,  as  we 
are,  with  aU  the  commercial  nations  of  the 
world,  and  having  observed  great  changes  to 
take  place  elsewhere,  we  should  consider  wheth- 
er the  causes  of  those  changes  have  not  reached 
us,  and  whether  we  are  not  suffering  by  the 
operation  of  those  causes,  in  common  with  oth- 
ers. Undoubtedly  there  has  been  a  great  fall 
in  the  price  of  all  commodities  throughout  the 
commercial  world,  in  consequence  of  the  resto- 
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ration  of  a  state  of  peace.  When  the  Allies 
entered  France  in  1814,  prices  rose  astonishing- 
ly fast  and  very  high.  Colonial  produce,  for 
instance,  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  sprang  np  suddenly  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  extreme.  A  new  and  vast  de- 
mand was  created  for  the  commodities  of  trade. 
These  were  the  natural  consequences  of  the 
great  political  changes  which  then  took  place 
in  Europe. 

We  are  to  consider,  too,  that  our  own  war 
created  new  demand,  and  that  a  Government 
expenditure  of  $25,000,000  or  $30,000,000  a 
year,  had  the  usual  effect  o*f  enhancing  prices. 
We  are  ohliged  to  add,  that  the  paper  issues  of 
our  banks  carried  the  same  effect  still  farther. 
A  depreciated  currency  existed  in  a  great  part 
of  the  country — depreciated  to  such  an  extent 
as  that,  at  one  time,  exchange  between  the  cen- 
tre and  the  north,  was  as  high  as  20  per  cent. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  instituted 
to  correct  this  evil ;  but,  for  causes  which  it  is 
not  necessary  now  to  enumerate,  it  did  not;  for 
some  years,  bring  back  the  currency  of  the 
country  to  a  sound  state.  This  depreciation  of 
the  circulating  currency  was  so  much,  of  course, 
added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commodities, 
and  these  prices  thus  unnaturally  high,  seemed, 
to  those  who  looked  only  at  the  appearance,  to 
indicate  great  prosperity.  But  such  prosperity 
is  more  specious  than  real.  It  would  have 
been  better,  probably,  as  the  shock  would  have 
been  less,  if  prices  had  fallen  sooner.  At 
length,  however,  they  fell ;  and,,  as  there  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an 
influence  in  determining  the  time  at  which  this 
fall  should  take  place,  I  will  advert  shortly  to 
some  of  the  principal  of  those  events. 
•  In  May,  1819,  the  British  House  of  Commons 
decided,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  that  the  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of 
England  should  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  en- 
suing February.  The  restriction  had  be^n  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time,  and  from  year  to 
year,  Parliament  always  professing  to  look  to 
the  restoration  of  a  specie  currency,  whenever 
it  should  be  found  practicable.  Having  been  in 
July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819,  it  was  un- 
derstood that,  in  the  interim,  the  important 
question  of  the  time  at  which  cash  payments 
should  be  resumed,  should  be  finally  settled. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  '18,  the  circula- 
tion of  the  bank  had  heen  greatly  reduced,  and 
a  severe  scarcity  of  money  was  felt  in  the  Lon- 
don market.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  in 
England.  On  the  Continent,  other  important 
events  took  place.  The  French  Indemnity 
Loan  had  been  negotiated  in  the  summer  of 
1818,  and  the  proportion  of  it  belonging  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prassia,  had  been  sold. 
This  created  an  unusual  demand  for  gold  and 
silver  in  those  eastern  States  of  Europe.  It 
has  been  stated,  that  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  transmitted  to  Austria  and  Russia 
in  that  year,  was  at  least  twenty  millions  ster- 
ling.   Other  large  sums  were  sent  to  Prussia 


and  to  Denmark.  The  effect  of  this  sudden 
drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Paris,  was  commii- 
nicated  to  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  and  all 
other  commercial  places  in  the  north  of  Europe:. 

The  paper  system  of  England  had  oertainlY 
oommunioated  an  artificial  value  to  property. 
It  had  encouraged  speculation^  and  excited 
overtrading.  When  the  shock  therefore  came, 
and  the  violent  pressure  for  money  acted  at  the 
same  moment  on  the  Continent  and  in  Ed^ 
land,  inflated  and  unnatural  prices  could  be 
kept  up  no  longer.  A  reduction  took  place. 
which  has  been  estimated  to  have  been  at  least 
equal  to  a  fall  of  80,  if  not  40  per  cent.  Tbe 
depression  was  universal ;  and  the  change  vas 
felt  in  the  United  States  severely,  thongh  wA 
equally  so  in  every  part  of  thenu  There  are 
those,  I  am  aware,  who  maintun  that  the 
events  to  which  I  have  alluded  did  not  caase 
the  great  fall  of  prices ;  but  that  that  £i]l  was 
natural  and  inevitable,  from  the  previonslv  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  the  abundance  of  com- 
modities, and  the  want  of  denumd.  But  that 
woxdd  only  prove  that  the  effect  was  pfoduoed 
in  another  way,  rather  than  by  another  canse. 
If  these  great  and  sudden  calls  for  money  did 
not  reduce  prices,  but  prices  fell,  as  of  tLciD- 
selves,  to  their  natural  state,  still  the  resoh  is 
tiie  same ;  for  we  perceive  that  after  these  new 
calls  for  money,  prices  could  not  be  k^  longer 
at  their  unnatural  height. 

I  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  state  some  objec- 
tions which  I  feel,  of  a  more  general  nature,  to 
the  course  of  Mr.  Speaker^s  observations. 

He  seems  to  me  to  argue  the  question  as  if 
all  domestic  industry  were  confined  to  the  pct>- 
duction  of  manufactured  articles ;  as  if  the  eia- 
ployment  of  our  own  capital,  and  got  own 
labor,  in  the  occupations  of  commerGe  sad 
navigation,  were  not  as  emphatically  domestk 
industry  as  any  other  occupation.  Some  other 
gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  havt 
spoken  of  the  price  paid  for  every  foreign  maa- 
ufactured  article,  as  so  much  given  for  the  e&> 
couragement  of  foreign  labor,  to  the  pnniM&e 
of  our  own.  But  is  not  every  such  article  th« 
product  of  our  own  labor  as*truly  as  if  we  had 
manufactured  it  ourselves?  Onr  labor  has 
earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it  It  b  a» 
much  added  to  the  stock  of  national  wcaHk 
If  the  commodity  were  dollars,  nobody  weald 
doubt  the  truth  of  this  remark :  and  it  is  pie- 
cisely  as  correct  in  its  application  to  any  othe 
commodity  as  to  silver.  One  man  makes  a 
yard  of  doth  at  home ;  another  raises  agrkoi- 
tural  products,  and  buys  a  yard  of  imported 
cloth.  Both  these  are  equally  tbe  earnings  of 
domestic  industry,  and  the  oidy  questions  tbat 
arise  in  the  case  are  two:  the  first  is,  which  is 
the  best  mode,  under  all  the  oircumstancesk  of 
obtaining  the  article;  the  second  is,  how  ta 
this  first  question  is  proper  to  be  decided  byfov- 
ernment,  and  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be  Jot  to 
individual  discretion.  There  is  no  foimdatioa 
for  the  distinction  which  attributes  to  certain 
employments  the  peouHar  a{qp60atkm  of , 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


716 


AraiL,  1824.] 


The  Tariff  BUL 


[H.  OF  K 


ican  industry ;  and  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  ex- 
tremely nnwise,  to  attempt  suoh  £scrimina- 
tions.  We  are  asked,  what  nations  have  ever 
attained  eminent  prosnerity  without  enoonr- 
aging  mannfactnres  f  1  may  ask,  what  nation 
ever  reached  the  like  prosperity  without  pro- 
moting foreign  trade  ?  I  regard  these  interests 
as  clo^y  connected,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  our  aim  to  cause  them  to  flourish  to- 
gether. I  know  it  would  he  very  easy  to  pro- 
mote manufactures,  at  least  for  a  time,  but 
probably  only  for  a  short  time,  if  we  might  act 
in  disregard  of  other  interests.  We  could  cause 
a  sudden  transfer  of  capited,  and  a  violent 
change  in  the  pursuits  of  men.  We  could  ex- 
ceedingly benefit  some  classes  by  these  means. 
Biot  what,  then,  becomes  of  the  interests  of 
others?  The  power  of  collecting  revenue  by 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  habit  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  c<^ectuig  almost  its  whole  revenue  in 
that  mode,  will  enable  us,  without  exceeding 
the  bounds  of  moderation,  to  give  great  advan- 
tages to  those  classes  of  manufactures  which 
we  may  think  most  useful  to  promote  at  home. 
What  I  object  to  is  the  immoderate  use  of  the 
power — exclusions  and  prohibitions;  all  of 
-which,  as  I  think,  not  only  interrupt  the  pur- 
suits of  individuals,  with  great  ii\jury  to  them- 
Bolvfs,  and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country, 
but  also  often  divert  our  own  labor,  or,  as  it 
may  very  properly  be  called,  our  own  domestic 
industry,  from  those  occupations  in  which  it  is 
well  employed,  and  well  paid,  to  others,  in 
which  it  wUl  be  worse  employed,  and  worse 
paid.  For  my  part,  I  see  very  little  relief  to 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  deprived  of  their 
employments,  or  who  find  the  prices  of  the 
commodities  which  they  need,  raised,  in  any 
of  the  alternatives  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  pre- 
sented. It  is  nothing  to  say  that  they  may,  if 
they  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  foreign  article ; 
the  answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented:  nor 
that  they  may  use  the  domestic  article;  the 
price  of  that  also  is  increased.  Nor  can  they 
supply  themselves  by  the  substitution  of  their 
own  fabric.  How  can  the  agriculturist  make 
his  own  iron  ?  How  can  the  ship-owner  grow 
his  own  hemp  ? 

But  I  have  yet  a  stronger  objection  to  the 
course  of  Mr.  Speaker's  reasonmg ;  which  is, 
that  he  leaves  out  of  the  case  all  &at  has  been 
already  done  for  the  protection  of  manufac- 
ttnres,  and  argues  the  question  as  if  those  inter- 
ests were  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  receive  aid 
from  duties  on  imports.  I  can  hardly  express 
the  surprise  I  feel  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  fall 
into  the  common  modes  of  expression  used 
elsewhere,  and  ask  if  we  will  give  our  manu- 
factures no  protection.  Sir,  look  to  the  history 
of  our  laws ;  look  to  the  present  state  of  our 
laws.  Consider  that  our  whole  revenue,  with 
a  trifling  exception,  is  collected  at  the  custom- 
house, and  always  has  been;  and  then  say 
-what  propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  Gov- 
ernment for  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had 
heretofore  been  aflbrded.    The  real  question 


before  us,  in  regard  to  all  the  important  clauses 
of  the  bill,  is  not  whether  we  wiU  lay  duties, 
but  whether  we  will  augment  duties.  The  de- 
mand is  for  something  more  than  exists,  and 
yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  nothing  existed.  It  is 
wholly  forgotten  that  iron  and  hemp,  for  ex- 
ample, already  pay  a  very  heavy  and  burden- 
some duty;  and,  in  short,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations,  one  would 
infer,  that,  hitherto  we  had  rather  taxed  our 
own  manufactures  than  fostered  them  by  taxes 
on  those  of  other  countries.  We  hear  of  the 
fatal  policy  of  the  tariff  of  1816 ;  and  yet  the 
law  of  1810  was  passed  avowedly  for  the  bene- 
fit of  manufacturers,  and,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, imposed  on. imported  articles  very  great 
additions  of  tax ;  in  some  important  instances^ 
indeed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to 
understand  the  real  posture 'of  the  question. 
Let  us  now  suppose  that  we  are  beginning  the 
protection  of  manufactures  by  duties  on  im- 
ports. What  we  are  asked  to  do  is,  to  render 
those  duties  much  higher,  and  therefore,  instead 
of  dealing  in  general  commendations  of  the 
benefits  of  protection,  the  friends  of  the  bill,  I 
think,  are  bound  to  make  out  a  fair  case  for 
each  of  the  manufactures  which  they  propose 
to  benefit.  The  Government  has  alreaay  aone 
much  for  their  protection,  and  it  ought  to  be 
presumed  to  have  done  enough,  unless  it  should 
be  shown,  by  the  facts  and  considerations  ap- 
plicable to  each,  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
doing  more. 

On  the  general  question^  sir,  allow  me  to  ask, 
if  the  doctrine  of  prohibition,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, be  not  preposterous  ?  Suppose  all  nations 
to  act  upon  it ;  they  would  be  prosperous,  then, 
according  to  the  argument,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion m  which  they  abolished  intercourse 
with  one  another.  The  less  of  mutual  com- 
merce the  better,  upon  this  hypothesis.  Pro- 
tection and  encouragement  may  be,  and  are, 
doubtless,  sometimes,  wise  and  beneficial,  if 
kept  within  proper  limits;  but,. when  carried 
to  an  extravagant  height,  or  the  point  of  pro- 
hibition, the  absurd  character  of  the  system 
manifests  itself. 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  what  relief  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  the  condition  of  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  proof  of  national  distress ; 
and  which  condition,  although  I  do  not  think 
it  makes  out  a  case  of  distress,  yet  does  indicate 
depression. 

And  first,  as  to  our  foreign  trade.  The 
Speaker  has  stated  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable falling  off  in  the  tonnage  employed  in 
that  trade.  This  is  true,  lamentably  true.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  one  of  those  occurrences  which 
ought  to  arrest  our  immediate,  our  deep,  our 
most  earnest  attention.  What  does  this  bill 
propose  for  its  relief!  Sir,  it  proposes  nothing 
but  new  burdens.  It  proposes  to  diminish  its 
employment,  and  it  proposes,  at  the  same  time, 
to  augment  its  expense,  by  subjecting  it  to 
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heavier  taxation.  Sir,  there  is  no  interest,  in 
regard  to  which  a  stronger  case  for  protection 
can  be  made  ont,  than  the  navigating  interest 
Whether  we  look  at  its  pres^at  condition, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  depressed ;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with  it,  and  dependent 
npon  it  for  their  daily  bread ;  or  its  importance 
to  the  country  in  a  political  point  of  view,  it 
has  claims  upon  our  attention  which  cannot  be 
exceeded.  But  what  do  we  propose  to  do  for 
it  ?  I  repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden  and  to  tax 
it.  By  a  statement  which  I  have  already  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the 
shipping  interest  pays,  annually,  more  than 
half  a  xniUion  of  dollars  in  duties  on  articles 
used  in  the  construction  of  ships.  We  propose 
to  add,  nearly,  or  quite,  fifty  per  cent,  to  this 
amount,  at  the  very  moment  that  we  bring  forth 
the  languishing  state  of  this  interest,  as  a  proof 
of  national  distress.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  pur  shipping  employed  in  foreign  com- 
merce!, has,  at  this  moment,  not  the  shadow  of 
Government  protection.  It  goes  abroad  upon 
the  wide  sea  to  make  its  own  way,  and  earn 
its  own  bread,  in  a  professed  competition  with 
the  whole  world.  Its  resources  are  its  own 
frugality,  its  own  skill,  its  own  enterprise.  It 
hopes  to  succeed,  if  it  shaU  succeed  at  all,  not 
by  extraordinaiy  aid  of  Government,  but  by 
patience,  vigilance,  and  toil.  This  right  arm 
of  the  nation^s  safety  strengthens  its  own  muscle 
by  its  own  efforts,  and  by  unwearied  exertion 
in  its  o'wn  defence  becomes  strong  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Ko  one  acquainted  with  this  interest  can 
deny  that  its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  ex- 
tremely critical.  We  have  left  it  hitherto  to 
maintain  itself  or  perish ;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and 
to  sink  if  it  cannot  But  at  this  moment  of  its 
apparent  struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can  we,  as 
patriots,  add  another  stone  to  the  weight  that 
threatens  to  carry  it  down?  Sir,  there  is  a 
limit  to  human  power  and  to  human  effort  I 
know  the  commercial  marine  of  this  coun- 
try €an  do  alnaost  every  thing,  and  bear  almost 
every  thing.  Yet  some  things  are  impossible 
to  be  done ;  and  some  burdens  may  be  impos- 
sible to  be  borne ;  and  as  it  was  the  last  ounce 
that  broke  the  back  of  the  camel,  so  the  last 
tax,  although  it  w;ere  even  a  small  one,  may  be 
decisive  as  to  the  power  of  our  marine  to  sus- 
tain the  conflict  in  which  it  is  now  engaged 
with  all  the  commercial  natix>ns  on  the  globe. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  failures  and  the 
bankruptcies  which  have  taken  place  in  our 
laree  cities  have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the 
little  success  attending  commerce  and  its  gene- 
ral decline.  But  tiiis  bill  has  no  balm  for  those 
wounds.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  when 
losses  and  disasters  of  certain  manufacturers, 
those  of  iron,  for  instance,  are  mentioned,  it  is 
done  for  the  purpose  of  invoking  aid  for  the  dis- 
tressed. Not  so  with  the  losses  and  disasters  of 
commerce;  these  last  are  narrated,  and  not 
unfrequently  much  exaggerated,  to  prove  the 
ruinous  nature  of  the  employm^it,  and  to  show 


that  it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  capital 
engaged  in  it  turned  to  other  objects. 

It  has  been  often  said,  sir,  that  our  msmi&o- 
tures  have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  nat- 
ural advantages  of  those  who  produce  similtt 
articles  in  foreign  countries,  but  also  agunst  the 
action* of  foreign  Governments,  who  luive  greit 
political  interest  in  aiding  their  own  manii&o- 
tures  to  suppress  ours.  But  have  not  these 
Governments  as  great  an  interest  to  cripple  oar 
marine,  by  preventing  the  growth  of  our  com- 
merce and  navigation  ?  What  is  it  that  nuka 
us  t^e  object  of  the  highest  respect,  or  the 
most  suspicious  jealousy  to  foreign  States) 
What  is  it  that  most  enaMes  us  to  take  hi^ 
relative  rank  among  the  nations?  I  need  not 
say  that  this  results,  more  than  from  any  thing 
else,  from  that  quantity  of  military  pover 
which  we  can  cause  to  be  water-borne,  and  of 
that  extent  of  conmierce  which  we  are  able  to 
maintain  throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  I  am  conscious  of  having  de- 
tained the  committee  much  too  long  with  these 
observations.  My  apology  for  now  proceeding 
to  some  remarks  upon  the  particular  dansesof 
the  bill,  is,  that,  representing  a  district  at  onoe 
commercial  and  highly  manufaotnru^,  and  be- 
ing called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  bill  eootaaiiig 
provisions  so  numerous  and  so  varioua,  I  an 
naturally  desirous  to  state  as  well  ^at  I  ap- 
prove, as  what  I  would  reject. 

The  first  section  proposes  an  augmented  dotf 
upon  woollen  manufactures.  This,  if  it  were 
unqualified,  would  no  doubt  be  desirable  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  that  business  I 
have  myself  presented  a  petition  ^tm  the 
woollen  manufacturers  of  Massachusette,  piay* 
ing  an  augmented  ad  valorem  duty  upoo  im- 
ported woollen  cloths;  and  I  am  pr^aredte 
accede  to  that  proposition,  to  a  reasonal^  ex- 
tent But  then  this  bill  proposes,  also^  a  teir 
high  duty  upon  imported  wool;  and,  asftra 
I  can  learn,  a  majority  of  the  manoftcloitfs 
are  at  least  extremely  doubtful  whether,  taking 
these  two  provisions  together,  the  state  of  the 
law  is  not  better  for  them  now  than  it  voidd 
be  if  this  bill  should  pass.  It  is  said  tliiatax 
on  raw  wool  will  benefit  the  agricultoriat;  bat 
I  know  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  b^ 
informed  of  that  class,  that  it  will  do  then 
more  hurt  than  good.  They  fear  it  will  chedt 
the  manufacturer,  and  cdnsequentiy  cheek  his 
demand  for  their  article.  The  argument  i^ 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  coarse  wom,  cheaper 
than  we  can  posedbly  furnish,  is  neoefisarrto 
enable  the  manufacturer  to  carry  on  the  gea- 
eral  business,  and  that  if  this  caauiot  be  had, 
the  consequence  will  be,  not  a  greater,  bnt  a 
less,  naanufaoture  of  our  own  wod.  I  am 
aware  that  very  intelligent  persons  difo  ts^ 
this  pomt;  but,  if  we  may  safely  iniJar  fr^ 
that  difference  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed 
benefit  is  at  least  doubtful,  it  would  be  prudent 
perhaps  to  abstain  from  the  experiment  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  same  course  of  leaseniDf^ 
occurred,  as  I  have  before  stated,  on  tiie  ^»^ 
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subject,  when  a  renewed  application  was  made 
to  the  English  Parliament  to  repeal  the  duty  on 
imported  wool,  I  believe,  scarcely  two  months 
ago ;  those  who  support  the  application,  press- 
ing urgently  the  necessity  of  an  unrestricted  use 
of  the  cheap,  imported  raw  material,  with  a 
▼iew  to  supply,  with  coarse  cloths,  the  markets 
of  warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and 
Turkey,  and  especially  a  vast  new  created  de- 
mand in  the  South  American  States. 

As  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  it  is 
agreed,  I  beHeve,  that  they  are  generally  suc- 
cessful. It  is  understood  that  the  present  ex- 
isting duty  operates  pretty  much  as  a  prohi- 
bition over  tiiose  descriptions  of  fabrics  to 
which  it  applies.  The  proposed  alteration 
would  probably  enable  the  American  manufac- 
tnrer  to  commence  competition  with  higher 
priced  fabrics ;  and  so  would,  perhaps,  an  aug- 
mentation less  than  is  here  proposed.  I  con- 
sider the  cotton  manufactures  not  only  to  have 
reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the  point  of  com- 
petition. I  regard  their  success  as  certain,  and 
their  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
could  well  expect.  If,  however,  a  provision  of 
the  nature  of  that  recommended  here,  were 
thought  neAssary  to  commence  new  operations 
in  the  same  line  of  manufacture,  I  should 
cheerfliny  agree  to  it,  if  it  were  not  at  the  cost 
of  sacrificing  other  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. I  need  hardly  say  that,  whatever  pro- 
motes the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures, 
promcites  most  important  interests  of  my  con- 
stituents. They  nave  a  great  stake  in  the 
saocess  of  those  establishments,  and,  as  far  as 
those  manufactures  are  concerned,  would  be 
as  much  benefited  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
as  any  part  of  the  community.  It  is  obvious, 
too,' I  should  think,  that,  for  some  considerable 
time,  manufliustures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever 
magnitude  they  may  rise,  will  be  principally 
established  in  tiiose  parts  of  the  country  where 
population  is  most  dense,  capital  most  abun- 
dant, and  where  the  most  successful  beginnings 
have  been  already  made. 

But  if  these  be  thought  to  be  advantages, 
they  are  greatly  counterbalanced  by  other  ad- 
vantages enjoyed  by  other  portions  of  the 
conntfy.  I  cannot  but  regard  the  situation  of 
the  West  as  highly  favorable  to  human  happi- 
ness. It  offers,  in  the  abundance  of  its  new 
and  fertile  iands^  such  assurances  of  permanent 
property  and  respectebility  to  the  industrious, 
it  enables  them  to  lay  such  sure  foundations  for 
a  competent  provision  for  their  families,  it 
makes  such  a  nation  of  freeholders,  that  it  need 
not  envy  the  happiest  and  most  prosperous  of 
the  manufacturing  communities.  We  may  talk 
as  we  will  of  well-fed  and  well-clothed  day- 
laborers  or  journeymen ;  they  are  not,  after 
ally  to  be  compared,  either  for  happiness  or  re- 
spectability, with  nim  who  sleeps  under  his 
own  roof,  and  cultivates  his  own  fee-simple  in- 
heritance. 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  best  apology  for  laws  of 
prohibition  and  laws  of  monopoly,  will  be 


found  in  that  state  of  society,  not  only  unen- 
lightened, but  sluggish,  in  which  they  are  most 
generally  established.  Private  industry,  in 
those  days,  required  strong  provocatives,  which 
Governments  were  seekmg  to  administer  by 
these  means.  Something  was  wanted  to  actu- 
ate and  stimulate  men,  and  the  prospects  of 
such  profits  as  would,  in  our  times,  excite  un- 
bounded competition,  would  hardly  move  the 
sloth  of  former  ages.  In  some  instances,  no 
doubt,  these  laws  produced  an  effect,  which,  in 
that  period,  would  not  have  taken  place  with- 
out them.  But  our  age  is  wholly  of  a  different 
character,  and  its  le^sdation  takes  another  turn. 
Society  is  full  of  excitement ;  competition  comes 
in  place  of  monopoly ;  and  intelligence  and  in- 
dustry ask  only  for  fair  play  and  an  open  field. 
Profits,  indeed,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  will 
be  small,  but  they  will  be  extensively  diffused ; 
prices- will  be  low,  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people  prosperous  and  happy.  *  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that,  from  the  operation  of  these  causes, 
commercial  wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond 
calculation  in  its  general  aggregate),  is,  at  the 
same  time,  broken  and  diminished  in  its  sub- 
divisions. Oommercial  prosperity  should  be 
judffed  o^  therefore,  rather  from  the  extent  of 
trade,  than  from  the  magnitude  of  its  apparent 
P3X)fit».  It  has  been  remarked  that  Spain,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  poorest  nations,  made  very 
great  profits  on  the  amount  of  her  trade ;  but 
wit^  little  other  benefit  t^an  the  enriching  of 
a  few  individuals  and  companies.  Profits  to 
the  English  merchants  engaged  in  the  Levant 
and  Turkey  trade,  were  formerly  very  great, 
and  there  were  richer  merchants  in  England 
some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  compara- 
tive value  of  money,  than  at  the  present  highly 
commercial  period.  When  the  diminution  of 
profits  arises  ffom  the  extent  of  competition^  it 
mdicates  rather  a  salutary  than  an  injurious 
change. 

.  Labor  is  the  great  producer  of  wealth;  it 
moves  all  other  causes.  If  it  caU  machinery  to 
its  aid,  it  is  still  employed,  not  only  in  using  the 
machinery,  but  in  making  it.  Now,  with  re- 
spect to  tiie  quantity  of  labor,  as  we  all  know, 
different  nations  are  differently  circumstanced. 
Some  need,  more  than  any  thing,  work  for 
hands ;  others  require  hands  for  work ;  and,  if 
we  ourselves  are  not  absolutely  in  the  latter 
class,  we  are  still,  most  fortunately,  very  near 
it  I  cannot  find  that  we  have  those  idle  hands, 
of  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  speaks. 
The  price  of  labor  \a  a  conclusive  and  unanswer- 
able refutation  of  that  idea;  it  is  known  to  be 
higher  with  as  than  in  any  other  civilized  Stete, 
and  this  is  the  greatest  of  all  proofs  of  general 
happiness.  Labor  in  this  country  is  independ- 
ent and  proud.  It  has  not  to  ask  the  patron- 
Xof  capital,  but  capital  solicits  the  aid  of 
r.  This  is  the  general  truth,  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  our  whole  population,  although 
in  the  large  cities  there  are,  doubtless,  many 
exceptions.  The  mere  capacity  to  labor  in  com-  - 
mon  agricultural  employments  gives  to  our  young 


718 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OP  E.] 


The  Tariff  Bill. 


[Apbsl,  1824. 


men  the  assurance  of  independence.  We  have 
been  asked,  sir,  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  a  tone  of  some  pathos,  whether  we 
will  allow  to  serfs  of  Russia  and  Sweden  the 
benefit  of  making  iron  for  ns?  Let  me  inform 
the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those  same  serfs  do  not 
earn  more  than  secen  cents  a  day,  and  that  they 
work  in  those  mines,  for  that  compensation,  be* 
cause  they  are  serfe.  And,  let  me  ask  the  gen- 
tleman further,  whether  we  have  any  labor  in 
this  country  that. cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  a  business  which  does  not  yield  the 
laborer  more  than  seven  cents  a  day  ?  This,  it 
appears  to  me,  is  the  true  question  for  our  con- 
sideration. There  is  no  reason  for  raying  that 
we  will  work  iron  because  we  have  mountains 
that  contain  the  ore.  We  might,  for  the  same 
reason,  dig  among  our  rocks  for  the  scattered 
grains  of  sold  and  silver  which  might  be  found 
there.  The  true  inquiry  is,  can  we  produce  the 
article  in  a  useful  state  at  the  same  cost,  or 
nearly  at  the  same  cost,  or  at  any  reasonable 
approximation  towards  the  same  cost,  at  which 
we  can  import  it? 

Some  general  estimates  of  the  price  and 
profits  of  labor,  in  those  countries  from  which 
we  import  our  iron,  might  be  formed  by  com- 
paring the  reputed  products  of  different  mines, 
and  their  prices,  with  the  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed. The  mines  of  Danemora  are  said  to 
yield  about  four  thousand  tons,  and  to  employ 
in  the  mines  twelve  hundred  workmen.  Sup- 
pose this  to  be  worth  fifty  dollars  per  ton ;  any 
one  will  find,  by  computation,  that  the  whole 
product  would  not  pay,  in  this  country,  for  one- 
quarter  part  of  the  necessary  labor.  The  whole 
export  of  Sweden  was  estimated,  a  few  years 
ago,  at  400,000  ship-pounds,  or  about  54,000 
tons.  Comparing  this  product  with  the  num- 
ber of  workmen  usually  supposed  to  be  emr* 
pldyed  in  the  mines  which  produce  iron  for  ex- 
portation, the  result  will  not  greatly  differ  from 
the  foregoing.  These  estimates  are  general, 
end  might  not  conduct  us  to  a  precise  result ; 
but  we  know,  from  intelligent  travellers,  and 
eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  labor,  in  the 
Swedish  mines,  does  not  exceed  seven  cents 
a  day.* 

The  true  reason,  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy 
to  compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own 
iron,  is  that  they  are  far  better  employed.  It  is 
an  uoproductive  business,  and  they  are  not 

*  The  price  of  kbor  in  Bassis  maj  be  pretty  well  collect- 
ed from  Tooke'8"View  of  the  Biusliui  Empire.*'  "The 
workmen  in  the  mines  and  the  fonndrles  are,  Indeed,  all 
called  master^people;  bnt  they  dlattncaiah  themwlvea  Into 
masters,  undermaaters,  apprentioea,  delvera,  servant^  car- 
riers, washers,  and  separators.  In  proportion  to  their  aollitr, 
their  wages  are  regnlated,  which  proceed  ftom  fifteen  to 
upwards  of  thirty  roubles  per  annum.  The  provisions  which 
they  receive  from  the  magazines  are  deducted  from  this  pay." 
The  value  of  the  rouble  at  that  time  (1799)  Was  about  twenty- 
four  pence  sterling,  or  forty-five  cents  of  our  money. 

"By  the  edict  of  1799,* it  is  added,  "a  laborer  with  a 
horse  shall  receive,  dally.  In  Bummer,  twenty,  and  in  Win- 
ter, twelve  copecks ;  a  laborer,  without  a  horse,  in  Summer, 
ten,  in  Winter,  eight  copecks.^' 

A  copock  is  the  hundredth  part  of  a  rouble,  or  about  half 
a  cent  of  our  money.  The  price  of  labor  may  have  risen,  in 
some  degree,  sinoe  that  period,  bnt  probably  not  mneh. 


poor  enough  to  be  obliged  to  follow  it.  If  we 
had  more  of  poverty,  more  of  nusery,  and  some 
thing  of  servitude ;  if  we  had  an  ignorant,  idle, 
starving  population,  we  might  set  up  for  mm- 
makers  against  the  world. 


Monday,  April  6. 
The  Tariff  BUI 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  weol 
into  OoDQimittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  lull  "^to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports,^ 
Mr.  GoNDioT  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ibaoks  modified  his  motioni  of  Saturday, 
for  striking  out  the  minimum  on  cottonfly  so  ai 
to  leave  the  present  minimum  untouclied,  viz: 
by  inserting  25  cents  instead  of  B6  cents,  ss  the 
minimum  valuation. 

Mr.  Cabteb,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said, 
it  was  with  much  reluctance  he  had  prevailed 
on  himself,  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  discoi- 
sion,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  conomittee. 
The  length  of  time  that  the  proposed  meason 
had  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  and  specolatioB, 
not  only  within  these  walk,  but  througfaoot  the 
nation ;  the  great  talent  and  research  that  ha^ 
been  exhibited  upon  its  diversified  bearingii 
have  been  such  as  to  leave  scarcely  any  thing 
new  to  be  brought  to  the  discussian. 

After  making  this  statement,  it  might  be 
thought  necessary  by  some  that  he  should  make 
an  apology  to  the  committee  for  obtrading  npoa 
them  the  few  remarks  which  he  proposed  to 
to  make.  If  there  were  any  who  eotertaiiked 
such  an  opinion,  the  only  and  the  best  ezcasa 
which  he  could  offer  them,  would  be  found  ia 
the  peouliar  importance  of  the  subject  to  the 
whole  American  people,  and  the  special  and 
vital  interests  of  the  Southern  section  of  this 
Union,  which  it  was  apprehended  would  be  itt- 
juriously  affected  by  its  operations. 

The  space  which  the  present  bill  oovera,  the 
variety  of  items  which  it  embraoesy  expose  it  to 
a  multitude  of  objections  of  different  degrees  of 
force,,  acccording  to  the  particular  provisioQi 
which  may  be  opposed.  And  I  oonfeas  that 
the  provision  now  proposed  to  be  strickea  est, 
is  freer  from  objection  than  some  other  pro- 
visions of  the  biU.  But,  as  gentlemen  who 
have  supported,  as  well  as  those  who  have  op- 
posed the  motion  now  before  the  committee, 
have  thought  it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  their  gen- 
eral views  of  the  policy  of  the  whole  measan, 
Mr.  0.  said  he  hoped  the  committee  would  par- 
don him  for  imitatiug  their  example. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  wtss 
maxim  of  legislation,  that  no  change  ou^tto 
be  made  in  any  existing  law,  unless  the  reasons 
for  that  change  be  strong,  general,  and  evident. 
Whether  such  reasons  are  to  be  found  in  sop- 
port  of  the  proposed  measure,  I  appeal  to  those 
-v^ho  are  acquainted  with  the  best  interests  of 
this  Bepublic,  and  its  present  actual  oonditaaa, 
to'^say.  Will  any  one  pretend  to  assert  that 
there  has  been  so  universal  and  unequivocal  an 
expression  of  publio  (pinion  on  this  suiyeot  as  to 
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leave  no  room  to  donbt  of  its  being  the  nation^s 
iTill  f  Tnie  it  is,  sir,  that  load  and  importnnate 
complaints  have  reached  us  from  various  quar- 
ters of  the  country.  From  one  quarter  we  bear 
a  pressbg  outcry  for  protection  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  wool,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  growth  of  the  raw  material  at  home ; 
from  another  quarter  we  are  importuned  to  as- 
sist the  petitioners  in  their  unequal  competition 
vnth  the  manufacturers  of  glass-ware  from 
abroad ;  from  a  third  quarter  we  are  told  that 
the  growers  and  manufacturers  of  hemp  are 
laboring  under  the  most  unpardonable  neglect 
of  Government,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  it, 
industry  is  languishing,  and  capital  unemployed. 
Thus  it  is,  that  all  these  various  and  distinct 
interests,  scattered  over  an  immense  face  of 
country,  are  simultaneously  putting  forth  their 
oomplaints,  and  coUectively  produce  a  deep  tone 
of  remonstrance.  Each  one  is  stimulated  by  a 
belief  that  ^etrs  is  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship, 
requiring  the  special  interposition  of  Congress. 
But  to  any  one  who  will  attentively  examine 
the  sources  from  which  these  complaints  come, 
the  task  cannot  be  a  difficult  one  of  ascertain- 
ing the  true  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Can  any  one,  who  will  thud  examine  them, 
mistake  them  for  the  individual  voice  of  the 
-^ole  American  people  fairly  and  deliberately 
expressed  ?  Are  they  not  rather  to  be  regard- 
ed as  the  interested  importunities  of  certain 
classes  of  individuals  or  of  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, who  are  determined  to  make  up  for  their 
denciencyin  numbers  by  the  loudness  of  their 
complaints  f  They  are  'echoed  by  gentlemen 
^who  seem  determined  to  give  the  anpearanoe  of 
general  distress  to  the  country,  oy  the  very 
generality  of  the  tenns .  they  use,  and  the  ur- 
gency with  which  they  press  them  upon  the 
public  consideration. 

The  more,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  contemplate  the  pro- 
posed measure,  the  more  sensibly  am  I  im- 
pressed with  its  intrinsic  difficulty.  That  there 
are  cases  of  real  hardship  existing  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  cannot  in  candor  be  denied. 
But  yon  will  look  in  vain  through  the  country 
for  that  wide-spread  and  intense  distress  of 
^which  some  gentlemen  have  spoken. 

That  the  contemplated  increase  of  duties 
iFhich  some  politicians  regard  as  the  certain 
means  of  relief  as  a  kind  of  political  catholicon, 
will  not,  in  its  operation,  produce  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  a  greater  portion  of  alter- 
native misery  than  it  wiU  cure  in  others,  is 
what  the  friends  of  this  measure  cannot  safely 
affirm.  The  great  difficalty  is  to  pursue  that 
wise  and  middle  course,  which,  while  it  affords 
adequate  protection  to  the  manufacturing,  does 
not  cripple  or  prostrate  the  agricultural  or  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country.  .For,  Mr.  0. 
said,  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  the 
present  measure,  he  must  be  permitted  to  de- 
clare, in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  and  wit]\out 
the  slightest  reservation,  that  there  is  no  friend 
who  felt  a  higher  and  juster  pride  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  domestic  manufactures  oi  this 


country,  or  a  more  anxious  solicitude  for  their 
ultimate  complete  success,  than  he  did. 

I  have  said  that  the  country,  in  some  parts 
of  it,  exhibits  cases  of  great  hardship.  It  is  due 
to  truth  and  candor  ^t  this  admission  should 
be  made. 

The  jformer  of  the  grain-growing  States  wiU 
tell  you  that  he  has  large  annual  surpluses  of 
grain,  which  he  is  doomed  year  after  year  to 
see  rot  and  perish  on  his  hands.  That  it  is  to 
no  purpose  that  he  applies  himself  to  the  dili« 
gent  cultivation  of  a  fruitful  soil;  that  each  re- 
turn of  autumn  finds  his  barns  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  abundance,  but  that  it  is  all  useless^ 
nay,  worse  than  useless  to  him ;  for  his  well- 
stored  bams  stand  continually  before  his  eyes, 
as  tormenting  memorials  of  his  own  labors  frus- 
trated, and  the  bounty  of  his  fields  most  cruelly 
wasted.  He  may  represent  his  labors  as  equal- 
ling, in  their  fertility  and  vexatious  disappoint- 
ment, the  &bled  toils  of  Bymphus  himself.  The 
deplorable  accuracy  of  such  a  picture  will  not 
be  disputed.  Nor  can  any  one  turn  away  from 
the  contemplation  of  sudi  a  picture,  without 
first  bestowing  upon  it  that  tribute  of  his  con- 
sideration as  well  as  of  his  sympathy,  which 
it  so  well  deserves. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  in  any  portion  of  the 
community  where  distress  is  sorely  felt,  where 
the  ordinary  stimulants  to  industry  are  very 
much  diminished,  or  wholly  with&awn,  that 
the  individuals  who  experienced  this  inconve- 
nience, should  seize  with  avidity  upon  any  ex- 
pedient which,  lay  possibility,  among  its  various 
contingent  results,  might  contribute  to  their  re- 
lief. While  they  contemplate  the  reality  and 
extent  of  their  sufferings,  they  are  easily  cheated 
into  a  belief  that  any  measure,  no  matter  how 
illy  contrived,  may  benefit  them.  And  how  do 
the  friends  of  this  measure  propose  to  reqiedy 
tiie  evil  ?  The  only  plan  that  hss  been  suggest- 
ed has  been,  so  to  encourage  the  manufactures 
of  the  country,  so  to  augment  the  mechanic 
labor  of  our  citizens,  that  the  number  of  artisans 
should  so  consideraoly  multiply  and  gain  upon 
the  number  of  agriculturists,  that  we  should 
raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  country,  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  to  consume  all  the 
surplus  provisions  that  the  cultivators  of  the 
earth  can  produce.  In  a  word,  that  we  must 
become  our  own  customers^  and  furnish  a  home 
market  for  all  the  superfiuous  grain  which  this 
wide-spread  fertile  country  can  grow.  Who- 
ever will  consider  the  vast  capacities  of  this 
country  for  producing  every  species  of  grain,  in 
the  most  exuberant  abundance,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  mutual  labor  that  .has  been  super- 
seded by  modem  discoveries,  in  labor-saving 
machinery,  must  be  satisfied  that,  if  this  result 
could  ever  take  place,  it  must  be  the  effect  of 
time  alone.  Any  attempt  to  legislate  against 
nature,  and  to  hasten,  by  law,  that  which  the 
slow  progress  of  years  can  alone  effect,  would 
at  least  be  vain,  if  it  did  not  actually  retard  th< 
very  object  you  professed  to  accelerate. . 
Some  of  the  advocates,  of  ttas  bill  seem  to 
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think  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Oongress  to 
grant  the  protection  they  ask,  in  order  to  insure 
them  immediate  and  complete  snooesa.  They 
seem  to  think  that  something  magical  is  to 
spring  out  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  seal  of  anthority  is  affixed  to  their 
chartered  privileges,  all  these  manufJEMStnring 
institutions,  which  in  other  countries  have  re- 
quired the  lapse  of  ages  to  hriog  them  to  per* 
fection,  are,  on  this  side  the  Atlimtic,  to  spring 
instantaneously,  like  Minerva  from  the  brain  of 
Jupiter,  into  a  ftill,  sodden,  and  perfect  matu- 
rity. Any  one  who  will  attentively  examine 
this  opinion  for  a  single  moment,  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  pronounce  it  a  perfect  illusion ;  for,  by 
tracing  the  early  history  of  manufactures  in 
every  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  want 
of  skill  in  the  application  of  the  capital  and  la- 
bor employed,  has  retarded  their  first  advance- 
ment ;  and  that  complete  success  has  been  at- 
tained only  after  years  of  disappointment  and 
disastrous  experience. 

In  still  Airther  answer  to  this  part  of  the 
argument;  it  may  be  said,  that  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  duty  is  small,  that  it  is  idle  to  expect 
that  so  trifling  an  advance  upon  the  burden 
already  imposed,  can  produce  such  important 
consequences ;  and  that  the  supply  will  still  be 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  without 
any  oppressive  increase  of  price ;  that  the  defi> 
oiency  at  home  will  still  be  supplied  from 
abroad. 

Let  us  examine  this  suppontion  for  a  mo- 
ment, in  detail,  to  see  whether  it  be  true,  or 
whether  any  the  slightest  augmentation  of  the 
present  duty  would  not  have  the  effect  of  ex- 
cluding such  fabrics  altogether  from  our  mar- 
kets. The  present  taxes  with  which  they  are 
burdened  to  the  purchasers,  are  such  as  barely 
to  enable  the  Bouthem  planters  to  purchase 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  clothing  their  slaves. 
The  extreme  depression  of  their  foreign  mar- 
kets has  produced  so  much  embarrassment  at 
home,  that  many  of  them  seriously  deliberate 
within  themselves  whether  they  had  not  bet- 
ter, by  some  exertion  of  household  economy, 
manufacture  these  fabrics  of  primary  necessity 
within  themselves,  rather  than  purchase  them 
at  their  present  prices.  And  any  one  who  will 
reflect  on  the  facilities  with  which  a  slavehold- 
in^  State  may  occasionally  devote  the^r  labor  to 
this  object,  witiiout  deducting  from  the  aver- 
age annual  product  of  their  crop,  cannot  be  sur- 
prised to  flnd  this  species  of  manufacture  come 
into  general  use.  How  is  it  conducted  ?  It  is 
produced  with  hardly  any  loss  of  field  labor.- 
It  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  women,  at  seasons 
when  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  would 
prevent  them  from  being  employed  in  the  field. 
And,*on  all  large  plantations,  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  women  who,  from  their  skiD  in  this 
species  of  employment,  their  bad  health,  or  in- 
firm constitution,  it  would  be  found  advisable 
to  devote  altogether  to  this  species  of  labor. 
Thus,  with  a  very  trifling  loss  on  any  plantation, 
and  on  many  without  any  loss  at  all,  might  be 


produced  a  substitute  for  the  immense  amooDt 
of  coarse  woollens  from  abroad,  at  present  ooo* 
sumed  in  the  Bouthern.  country.  The  vim 
kind  of  revolution  would  take  place  in  the  do- 
mestio  economy  of  all  the  poor  people.  How 
can  any  one,  then,  undertake  to  say,  that  tlie 
operation  of  ihe  present  measoie  will  not  pro- 
duce a  dimmution  of  the  revenue) 

But,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  hear  it  repeated,  thattkt 
proposed  increase  of  duty  is  so  small  an  adTioee 
upon  that  already  paid,  that  it  is  futile  to  ex- 
pect such  eventful  consequenoee  from  a  cause » 
inadequate ;  that  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
price  of  cotton,  of  rice,  or  (tf  tobacco,  win  en- 
able the  growers  of  those  articles  still  to  eoih 
some  these  foreign  fabrics,  without  feeling  any 
additional  burden. 

If  what  has  already  been  said  on  this  sabject 
be  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  cMuk^m- 
eeur^  let  me,  said  Mr.  0.,  inform  gentlemai, 
that  the  history  of  the  world  f^unishes  no  ex- 
ample of  the  conmierdal  or  manufaotoring  pert 
of  a  community  who  had  any  important  object 
to  subserve  or  promote,  at  the  expense' of  bodm 
rival  interest,  who  did  not  apply  themselves  to 
just  such  devices  as  the  present,  and  employ  tbe 
self-same  expedients  to  allay  the  fears  of  those 
on  whose  interests  they  meditated  an  attacL 
Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mm 
to  accuse  the  advocates  of  this  bill  with  uy 
fixed,  deliberate  purpose  of  subterting  the  is* 
terests  of  the  Bouthem  States.  Nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  they  have  any  wish  to  destroy  thst 
equilibrium  which  ought  to  pervade  the  isdv- 
try  of  every  weU-r^gulated  Gtovenuneot,  » 
that,  in  the  confiision  which  might  ensae,  ibib- 
ufactures  might,  peradventure,  be  eialted  oa 
the  ruins  of  agricmtnre.  I  should  be  unwilling 
to  believe  that  such  a  spirit  existed  in  any  por- 
tion of  men,  in  any  portion  of  this  oountTT. 
But,  sir,  the  extreme  subtlety  with  which  socb 
a  spirit  operates,  the  insendble  influence  whidi 
it  exerts  upon  those  who  will  not  acknowledge 
its  presence,  and  the  thousand  insidioiis  forsa 
that  it  assumes,  for  the  purpose  of  accompli^ 
ing  its  object,  might  induce  some  gentl^nen  to 
look  well  to  what  they  were  doing,  before  the? 
gave  this  measure  their  sanction.  It  wooM,  ^ 
any  rate,  be  but  a  poor  consolation  to  those 
who  are  to  feel  the  mischief  of  its  unequal  op- 
eration, to  reflect,  that  its  authors  were  k4s* 
ated  by  the  most  benevolent  intentioDs;  thit 
their  design  was  purely  to  benefit  themselTt^ 
without  any  the  remotest  intention  to  iiyo^ 
others.  If  the  evil  happens,  it  matters  not 
what  motives  gave  birth  to  it^  and  the  meie 
absence  of  malignity  from  the  intention  « 
those  who  inflict  it,  can  never  mitigate  the  saP 
ferings  of  the  victim.  , 

Intimately  connected  with  its  dimination  ff 
the  revenue,  may  be  considered  the  «ff^^*^ 
this  measure  upon  the  maritime  strength  dw 
country.  Its  pemioious  operation,  in  this  re- 
spect, has  ahready  been  so  ably  deUneated  by 
the  gentleman  firom  Massachusetts,  that,  ifr. 
a  sfOd,  he  felt  that»  to  enlai^e  on  Has  ^^ 
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would  be  an  imwarrantable  trespass  on  the 
committee.    Bat,  it  did.  api>ear  to  him,  that, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  the  effects  of  this 
measure  would  be  injnrionsly  felt  upon  our 
finances,  they  would  prove  discouraging  to  onr 
seamen;  and,  shutting  onr  eyes  upon  the  im- 
mense proportion  of  our  revenue  aerived  from 
this  scarce,  excluding  from  our  estimate  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  national  income,  flowing 
into  the  treasury  from  our  duties  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  shall  this  Government,  to  flavor  a 
class  of  individuals,  who  will  not  make  the  re- 
turn of  a  single  farthing  to  the  Treasury,  to 
compensate  for  the  sacniice  proposed,  do  an 
act,  the  ultimate  tendency  of  which  will  be  to 
cripple  our  maritime  strength  ?    Every  seaman 
that  you  deprive  of  his  daily  bread,  and  every 
merchantman  that  you  send  from  your  employ- 
ment, inflicts  an  injury  upon  the  commercial 
spirit  and  naval  enterprise  of  this  country. 
And  is  this  the  opportune  juncture  that  gentle- 
men have  selected  to  inflict  such  a  blow  on  the 
naval  service  of  their  country?     Have,  they 
abeady  forgotten  the  numerous  "  deeds  of  no- 
ble daring,"  and  the  gallant  achievements  that 
have  covered  our  navy  with  a  glory  which  the 
friends  of  that  bulwark  of  our  defence,  trust, 
may  be  as  lasting  as  it  is  unquestionably  bril- 
liant?   Have  they,  before  the  sound  has  quite 
died  upon  their  ears,  forgotten  that  it  is  the 
dying  echo  of  that  thunder  which  reverberated 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  has  dispelled  the  invin- 
cibility of  the  mistress  of  the  ocean!     Will 
they  consent  to  be  instrumental  in  bringing 
their  country  into  that  situation  in  which  the 
verdant  laurels  with  which  their  countrymen 
have  so  recently  entwined  the  temples  of  our 
naval  heroes,  will  wither  and  fade  away  ?  No  I 
8ach  questions  do  equal  injustice  to  the  grati- 
tude and  magnanimous  pohoy  of  this  country. 
The  legislative  provisions  of  our  Government 
speak  a  language  on  this  subject,  in  perfect  and 
delightful  harmony  with  the  undivided  voice 
-which  is  uttered  from  Maine  to  Florida.    We 
onght,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  look 
-with  an  equal,  if  not  with  a  leaious  and  parent- 
al eye,  upon  the  daim  whicn  this  class  of  our 
people  has  upon  the  regard  and  protection  of 
their  Government.    That  prayer  which  its  di- 
vine Author  intended  for  the  guidance  of  all 
mankind,  and  which  says^  ^^Lem  us  not  into 
temptation,''  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in 
-what  we  propose  to  do  in  reference  to  this  dass 
of  oar  citizens.    They  ought  not  to  be  placed 
in  that  situation  in  which  they  should  be  tempt- 
ed to  lead  themselves  to  the  practice  of  smug- 
g^ling.    We  ought  to  touch  wi&  exceeding  great 
cantion  the  interests  of  that  portion  of  the 
oominnnity  who,  from  the  immense  contribu- 
tions they  have  already  made,  and  from  the 
anormous  exactions  which  are  now  yearly  and 
cxionthly  made  of  them,  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  they  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  public 
avor  of  this  country-.    Let  us  beware  how  we 
ulopt    a  measure  which,  in  reference  to  the 
vhola  of  this  enterprising  class  of  our  citizens, 
Vol.  Vn.— 46 


and  to  nearly  one-half  of  all  this  Union,  may 
emphatically  be  said  to  be  against  public  opin- 
ion. We  all  know  the  lamentable  consequences 
which  flow  from  a  measure  which  thus  violates 
public  sentiment;  which  arrays,  on  the  one 
side,  our  long-settled  habits,  afl'ections,  judg- 
ments, and  prejudices,  if  you  please,  against 
what,  on  the  other?  Nothing  more  nor  less 
than  your  isolated,  unsupported,  parchment 
law!  Experience  as  well  as  reason  point  to 
theintroanction  of  the  profligate  practice  of 
smuggling,  and  the  general  demoralizing  effects 
of  it  on  the  mercantile  community,  as  the  two- 
fold mischief  which  may  be  expected  to  be  real- 
ized in  this  country,  as  the  nrst-fruits  of  this 
project.  And  let  no  one  pretend  to  say,  that 
the  extent  to  which  the  practice  of  smuggling 
maybe  introduced,  will  not  be  such  as  wiU  be 
seriously  felt  on  our  finances.  Remember  the 
strong  feelings  and  cherished  interests  which 
the  passage  of  this  law  will  violate.  Recollect 
that  those  feelings  are  deep-rooted,  because 
they  spring  up  in  the  minds  of  tliose  who  en- 
tertain them  from  a  consciousQess  that  they 
have  already  contributed  more  than  their  pro- 
portionate share  towards  bearing  the  public 
burdens.  And,  sir,  when  all  these  things  are 
considered,  let  it  not  excite  the  wonder  of  any 
one  if  many  of  our  merchants,  believing  their 
rights  to  be  disregarded,  and  acting  under  the 
impulse  of  exasperated  feeling,  and  a  sense  of 
justice  denied  them,  should  not  weigh,  with  the 
most  scrupulous  nicety,  the  morality  or  immo- 
rality of  tiie  means  they  employed  to  pursue 
their  accustomed  trade  and  enrich  themselves. 

The  history  of  this  country  shows  that  the 
mercantile  part  of  it  are  not  deficient  in  that 
sagacity  and  foresight  which  have  immemori- 
ally  distinguished  men  of  the  same  pursuit  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  We  know  that  they 
calculate  the  mischief  of  a  measure  whicm 
affects  them,  by  the  rules  of  a  very  different 
arithmetic  from  that  which  gives  to  them  the 
list  of  balances  on  their  ledger,  and  ascertains 
for  them  the  amount  of  their  profits.  They 
look  to  the  principle  of  every  thing,  and  scan 
with  a  jealous  eye  the  unborn  mischief  which 
its  operations  may  bring  forth.  While  yet 
every  thing  presents  the  exterior  of  calm  and 
of  quietness,  they,  with  a  keenness  of  virion 
littie  short  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  penetrate 
into  thefbture,  and  survey,  with  a  solicitude 
which  their  magnitude  could  alone  inspire,  all 
the  accumulated  and  monstrous  evils  of  actual 
undisguised  oppression. 

Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  a  distinguished 
statesman  of  this  country,  (Mr.  Hamilton,) 
whose  views,  in  relation  to  its  finances,  were 
never  thought  to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of 
energy,  recommended  a  tariff  of  duties  averag- 
ing from  seven  to  eight  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
as  being,  in  his  opinion,  abundantiy  sufiScient 
to  protect  our  domestic  manufactures,  and  to 
draw  forth  and  energize  all  the  internal  re- 
sources of  the  country ;  and  whoever  will  con- 
sider, for  a  moment,  the  immense  natural  ad- 
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vantages  which  this  country  presents  for  such 
manufactures,  abounding  as  it  does  in  every  va- 
riety of  soil,  in  every  variety  of  mineral,  and 
of  ores,  in  every  variety  of  water  power,  to  be 
applied  either  to  the  purposes  of  transporta- 
tion, or  to  be  used  for  propelling  machinery, 
cannot  feel  the  least  wonder  that  such  a  protec- 
tion should,  at  that  time,  have  been  thought 
abundantly  adequate.  And  has  the  American 
Government  listened  to  the  ^ise  counsels  of 
ibis  distinguished  member  of  her  cabinet?  It 
Las.  And  has  fulfilled,  to  the  fullest  extent,  his 
recommendation.  The  duties  that  have  been 
imposed,  from  time  to  time,  since  the  period  of 
his  advice,  have  more  than  trebled  what  he  re- 
commended. And  I  repeat  it,  said  Mr.  G.,  that 
whoever  will  consider  for  himself  the  exuber- 
ant redundance  with  which  this  country  pro- 
duces all  the  raw  materials  that  can  compose 
our  domestic  manufactures  of  every  kind — 
whoever  will  cast  his  eye  at  the  same  time 
upon  the  map  and  upon  the  tariff  of  the  United 
States,  and  contemplate  the  immense  distance 
which  separates  us  from  all  foreign  competi- 
tion, must  inevitably  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that^  if  our  manufactories  have  not  already 
arrived  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
their  most  sanguine  friends  could  desire,  their 
backwardness  is  to  be  imputed  to  very  differ- 
ent causes,  from  the  want  of  protection. 

A  nearer  view  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments themselves,  will  conduct  us  to  the  same 
conclusion.  What  is  their  present  condition? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  pretend  (as  he  lacked 
the  necessary  information)  to  go  into  a  minute 
and  detailed  history  of  the  manu&ctures  of 
this  country.  But  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent  of  them  would  convince  any 
unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  repeated  complaints 
that  had  been  heard  on  this  subject,  were 
destitute  of  any  foundation. 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  in  many  depart- 
ments of  it,  has  been  already  attended  with 
complete  success.  Many  utensils  of  great  and 
general  use,  made  of  this  material,  have  long 
since  acquired  their  utmost  degree  of  perfection. 
The  history  of  many  of  these  manufactures 
shows  that  their  succe^  has  not  depended  on 
extravagant  legislative  protection.  For,  sir, 
long  before  the  protecting  duty,  designed  for 
their  encouragement,  had  reached  its  utmost 
limit,  the  iugenuity  of  the  American  artist  had 
outstripped  the  bounty  of  his  Government,  and 
reached  perfection. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the 
Eastern  States  has  been  attended  with  a  success 
which  has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  tiie 
most  sanguine  friends  of  domestic  manufactures. 
Wherever  common  prudence  and  skiU  have 
been  exercised,  capitalists  who  have  embarked 
in  this  business  have  derived  an  annual  profit 
from  their  investments,  averaging  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  per  cent.  In  some  establishments 
their  occasioual  profits  have  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  rate.  Already  have  their  fabrics 
become  an  article  of  export  to  foreign  markets. 


If  these  facts  be  not  regarded  as  a  snfficieDt 
evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  cf 
American  manufactures,  Mr.  G.  said  he  vas  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  proof  gentlemen  would  asL 
If  such  profits  be  not  suffident  to  satisfy  tkir 
desires,  Ougress  might  exhaust  in  Tain  tk 
treasury  of  the  nation  to  glut  their  cupidity. 

Our  manufactures  of  glass  ware  have  soooeed- 
ed.  Large  establishments  for  this  manulktord 
are  now  in  prosperous  operation  at  Bobtoo, 
New  York,  and  Pittsburg.  Besides  these,  there 
are  many  minor  factories  scattered  through  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  of  whose  profii 
and  situation  I  cannot  speak. 

Our  woollen  factories,  although  they  han 
not  been  crowned  with  the  same  success  that 
has  attended  the  cotton  factories,  have  }e; 
come  far  short  of  encountering  an  entire  &ilut 
Their  progress  will  bear  flattering  comp&ris)B 
with  the  incipient  stage  of  similar  mannfactines 
in  other  countries.  And  *some  explsnatici 
may  be  given  to  the  uneasiness  and  djaoonteat 
which  this  portion  of  our  manufacturers  han 
manifested,  by  calling  to  mind  the  fact  thittfaej 
have  been  reared  up,  and  have  had  their  daj  ia 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  more  fortanase 
and  flourishing  sister  factories  of  cotton.  lo- 
corporated,  as  they  are,  witli  each  other,  t 
point  of  location,  it  is  ouite  natural  that  the 
daily  contemplation  of  the  superior  succesn^ 
the  one,  should  fill  the  other  with  mnrminiog 
and  despondency.  But  tljie  actual  iotriosc 
condition  of  the  manufacture  itself^  ought  not 
to  be  taken  as  the  entire  cause  of  the  complains 
we  hear.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  C,  to  reid,  *» 
the  information  of  the  committee,  a  stitefl)^ 
of  the  manufacture  of  flannel  in  this  coootiT. 
which  has  met  my  eye  during  this  di»* 
sion. 

[Here  Mr.  0.  read  from  a  newspaper,  showias 
the  progress  of  the  flannel  manuiactories  ii 
Boston  and  its  vicinity.] 

It  is  worthy  of  remans,  in  the  prescDt  outcry 
which  is  made  for  protection  agaiDst  the 
ruinous  effects  of  foreign  competition,  that  the 
interests  of  large  moneyed  capitalists  isdistind^ 
ly  to  be  traced.  Amidst  the  general  srell  d 
complaint  with  which  we  are  assailed,  thtf 
voice  is  plainly  to  be  heard.  While  they  an 
besieging  Oonfiress  with  their  importonitic^tU 
laboring  crowds  which  fill  their  manufsetoriQI 
houses  are  working  on  in  silence  and  oontea^ 
ment  They  are  not  to  be  benefited  by  the 
bounty  which  ia  asked.  The  wages  of  tb 
nnmeroua  class  of  our  dtizens  are  not  to  rece^^ 
a  proportionate  increase.  They  are  still  to 
remain  the  humble  but  productive  iostroiotf^ 
of  pampering  the  pride  and  augmenting  the 
wealth  of  their  lordly  and  avaricioas  maste^ 
Thus,  the  evident  and  direct  tendency  of  ^ 
measure  is  to  confer  upon  moneyed  cap* 
unequal  advantages,  and  to  raise  up,  ia  we 
bosom  of  our  country,  where  we  have  so  W 
boasted  of  our  equal  rights  and  privileges,  m 
of  the  unsophisticated  simplici^  of  onr  mafl* 
ners,  a  hanghty,  dominant  q>irit  of  aristocncj. 
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Of  the  effects  of  sncb  a  spirit,  Mr.  0.  said,  it  was 
needless  that  he  should  speak  to  such  an  assem- 
bly. Suffice  it  to  saj,  that,  in  no  conntir  has  it 
ever  appeared  without  changing  and  disngnring 
the  face  of  society.  And  tJ&ere  is  no  country 
under  the  sun  where  its  first  appearance  should 
be  more  earnestly  deprecated,  and  carefully 
avoided,  than  in  our  own. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  since  the  cotton  factories  of 
New  England  have  got  into  successful  operation, 
and  offer  such  strong  temptations  to  avarice, 
that  we  find  no  emigrant  from  the  South  going 
thither  to  embark  his  fortunes  in  any  of  tbem  ? 
The  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of 
our  country,  and  the  character  of  our  people. 
The  present  generation  must  pass  away  oefore 
such  a  spectacle  will  be  witnessed  in  this  coun- 
try. Just  as  soon,  said  Mr.  d,  would  he  expect 
to  see  an  aboriginal  inhabitant  coming  from 
beyopd  the  mountains,  deserting  his  native 
wUderness,  and  seeking  his  happiness  amidst  all 
the  splenaid  accommodations  and  luxurious 
habits  of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  would  say  nothing  about  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  a  general  introduction 
of  the  manufacturing  system.    For,  notwith- 
standing he  believed  it  fairly  exposed  to  this 
objection,  he  had  great  consolation  in  believing 
that,  whenever  this  mischief  was  seriously  to 
be  apprehended,  it  presupposed  so  extensive  an 
introduction  of  the  system  already  made,  that 
he  could  not  think  there  was  much  cause  for 
alarm  from  this  quarter.    The  objection  would 
gather  strength  as  the  manufactories  of  the  coun- 
try became  multiplied  and  enlarged.    He  was 
not  afraid  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
suddenly  convert  the  people  of  this  country  so 
mach  to  manufactures  that  their  morals  would 
be  ruined.    We  are  yet  hardly  removed  from 
oar  starting  point  in  the  great  orbit  we  are 
destined  to  describe;   and  nothing  could  be 
more  idle  than  to  suppose  that  any  vote  which 
-we  may  give  on  the  question  before  us  would  have 
such  a^ransforming  effect  upon  the  character 
of  the  American  people.    Ages  must  yet  pass 
away  before  we  can  expect  to  see  a  Manchester 
or   a  Birmingham  on  this  side  the  Atlaiftic, 
except  they  be  scattered  at  great   distances 
from  each  other, 

Another  objection,  which  is  entitled  to  great 
-weight  in  determining  this  question,  is  the  ten- 
dency of  thepolicy  whch  dictates  it  to  perpetu- 
ate itself.  When  you  have  once  yielded  to  it, 
you  are  under  a  moral  necessity  for  continuing 
it.  Saoh  has  been  the  result  of  the  experiment 
vrherever  it  has  been  made.  This  year,  one 
class  of  your  citizens  present  themselves  before 
you,  and  appeal  to  you  for  protection.  You 
^1  ear  them,  and  grant  their  request.  The  second 
rear  another  class,  observing  the  listening  ear 
•vhich  Government  lends  to  such  applications, 
ire  encouraged  to  prefer  their  claims.  They 
ncceed,  and  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  for 
Iieir  special  benefit.  The  third  year  opens  the 
ray  for  still  a  third  class,  who  fortify  themselves 
ji    equally  strong   ground,  and   make    their 


appeal  to  your  justice  or  your  liberality  with 
equal  success.  Thus,  all  these  laws,  from  their 
peculiar  nature,  being  designed  to  operate  upon 
improper  subjects,  produce  consequences  which 
were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen.  These  un- 
expected consequences,  in  their  turn,  beget  the 
necessity  of  new  legislative  enactments.  In 
this  way  you  progress  to  an  indefinite  length, 
filling  up  your  statute  book  with  explanatory, 
supplemental,  and  amendatory  acts,  until  you 
literaUy  lose  yourself  in  a  maze  of  legisla- 
tion. 

Conduct  like  this  has  no  just  parallel,  except 
in  that  of  a  man  whose  disordered  health  has 
'  been  produced  by  the  indiscreet  use  of  remedies 
whose  frequent  repetition  has  established  their 
dominion  over  him,  and  while  they  impose 
upon  him  the  necessity  of  a  ceaseless  routine  of 
medi<Mie,  render  it  perfectly  certain  that  his 
health  can  never  be  entirely  restored. 

This  is  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of 
our  rising  and  spreading  Republic.  I  do  not,.8aid 
Mr.  0.,  wish  to  see  this  country,  by  this  kind  of 
political  quackery,  enervating  and  destroying  all 
the  wholesome  and  natural  energies  of  her 
physical  constitution.  I  am  unwQllng  to  see 
her  taking  such  uncommon  pains  to  superin- 
duce upon  herself,  before  their  time,  all  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.  Such  artificial  stimulants 
as  the  present  only  suit  the  decline  of  life. 

Our  situation  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  involves 
us  in  high  responsibilities.  In  every  step  we 
take,  in  the  development  of  our  future  des- 
tinies, we  should  pon4er  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  most  solemn  deliberation.  We 
are  under  obligations  of  the  most  sacred  char- 
acter, not  only  to  the  present  generation,  who 
are  looking  from  every  quarter  of  this  Union, 
with  the  utmost  solicitude,  to  the  issue  of  our 
present  deliberations,  but  to  unborn  millions 
who  will  yet  live  to  experience  the  fruits  of 
this  measure. 

In  taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  situation  of 
our  country,  and  of  the  policy  to  which  it  ought  ^ 
to  direct  us,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  ocean.  Look 
to  what  quarter  of  the  horizon  you  will,  and  your 
eye  meets  an  immeasurable  waste  of  waters. 
What  ought  this  circumstance  to  intimate  to 
the  statesman,  who.  like  the  immortal  Edmund 
Burke,  believed  tiiat  the  situation  of  every 
nation,  like  that  of  every  individual,  ought  to 
be  the  preceptor  of  their  duty  ?  Would  he  not 
infer  from  it  that  tiie  same  munificent  Provi- 
dence that  had  blessed  our  happy  country  with 
such  unexampled  abundance  at  home,  had 
thrown  around  us  this  circumambient  world  of 
waters  to  invite  us  to  transport  the  fruits  of  our 
soil  to  every  region  of  the  earth  ?  Yes,  sir,  it  is 
our  duty  to  beware  how  we  fetter  and  restrain 
the  spirit  of  commerce.  That,  if  possible,  ought 
to  be  left  free  as  the  wind  of  heaven  that  wafts 
it  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Let  us  tnke  heed 
how  we  legislate  our  wharves,  which  are  now 
populous  and  dieerful,  into  silent  but  impres- 
sive monuments  of  the   commerce  that  has 
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deserted  them.  Mr.  0.  said  he  did  Dot  wish 
to  see  the  flag  of  American  commerce  floating 
to  the  idle  wind  in  our  Larhors.  He  wanted 
to  see  it  visiting  ocean  ^s  furthest  shore,  and  re- 
toming  Home  with  the  fruits,  the  treasures, 
and  the  riches  of  every  clime.  He  wanted  to 
see  it  extending  its  peaceful  oonauest  over 
every  sea,  and  as  much  respected  in  every 
quarter  of  the  glohe,  for  the  skill  of  our 
sailors  and  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants, 
as  it  confessedly  is  for  the  heroism  which  so 
lately  defended  it  in  war.  Trophies,  won  in 
this  way,  will  contribute  largely  to  the  happi- 
ness, the  wealth,  and  the  power  of  this  country. 
And,  although  they  may  not  hold  up,  in  such  a 
bright  relief  a  few  ambitious  spirits  who  thirst 
for  military  conquest,  will,  when  they  are 
collected  together  by  the  future  hi^rian, 
constitute  the  most  emphatic  eulogium  which 
can  be  pronounced  upon  the  wisdom  that  has 
guided  the  councils  of  this  nation. 

"When  Mr.  Oabteb  had  concluded — 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Isaobs*  amend- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negative — ayea  72, 
noes  96.  . 

Mr.  Olase,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it 
from  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents  to  ninety 
cents.  A  motion  was  made  to  rise — ^ayes  87, 
noes  96. 

Mr.  Clahe  then  supported  his  motion  by  a 
speech,  but  gave  way,  at  half-past  4  o^dock,  for 
a  motion  to  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  6. 
Ccmal  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
LandS)  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  29th  idti- 
mo,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Territory  of 
•   Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 
lands,  to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the 
Bay  of  St  Aumistine ;   which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is   committed   the    bill   to 
authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  cand 
through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Luce 
Erie. 

The  Tariff  BUI 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  upon  imports. 

Mr.  Clabk,  of  New  York,  had  moved  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  iron  from  one  dollar  and  twelve 
oentfl  to  ninety  cents  per  hundred  weight 

Iran, 

In  snpport  of  this  amendment,  he  said  that^ 
after  the  very  protracted  debate  on  this  bill,  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  would  trespass  on  the 


patience  of  the  committee  by  goiDff  very  fnQj 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  hndeed,  sud 
he,  the  gentleman  from  MaasadhTisetts,  (Mr. 
Websteb,)  by  the  very  able  maimer  in  whiA 
he  has  dwelt  upon  this  particular  part  of  it^  lus 
left  little  more  to  be  said.  I  belieye,  ar,  looEt 
firmly,  that  no  additional  duty  ought  to  be  bid 
on  iron ;  but^  since  the  committee  have  decided 
against  striking  it  out  altogether,!  have  thought 
proper  to  try  &eir  opinion  on  a  moderate  in- 
crease, one  which  will  be  less  bardenaome  ud 
oppressive  on  the  industry  of  the  conntry.  I 
do  not  doubt  that  manufacturers  of  this  article, 
who  have  good  ore  near  navigable  waten,  vA 
other  conveniences  for  carrying  on  their  bis- 
ness,  can,  with  proper  economy,  make  it  profit- 
able and  productive  under  the  present  rates  oC 
duties.  And  if  others  cannot,  it  is  because  tb? 
have  not  those  advantages,  or  do  not  obsem 
the  same  economy.  I  have,  sir,  a  statement  in 
my  possession,  which  I  received  from  a  peqwt- 
able  source,  giving,  in  detail,  aU  the  iten^  of 
expense  in  making  a  ton  of  iron.  This  state- 
ment I  believe  to  be  suffici^tiy  correct,  aodto 
contain  at  least  as  high  rates  of  labor,  &c^  k 
the  present  prices. 

From  this  statement,  sir,  it  appears  that  es 
branch  of  business  in  our  oountay  is  earned^ 
with  more  profit  to  those  engaged  in  it,  (I  men 
of  the  description  I  have  mentioned.)  Bor  vidi 
more  certainty  of  success ;  and  any  fether  pro- 
tection would  only  be  giving  them  enonnoB 
profits.  [Mr.  0.  here  read  the  detailed  state- 
ment, by  which  it  appeared  that  the  expense  cf 
making  a  ton  of  iron  was  only  $63  60.]  FroQ 
the  price  current,  it  appears  l£e  price  of  tlfi 
article,  now  in  our  market,  is  from  $81  tot^ 
a  ton.  So  that  the  proflta^t  this  rate,  are  fr^ 
$17  40  to  $19  40  a  ton.  Here,  sir,  is  an  ami^e 
profit,  and  one  that  offers  better  enGonn^ezDci^ 
than  almost  any  other  branch  of  businesintbe 
country.  I  am  aware,  or,  that  this  will  not 
apply  to  more  than  one-third  of  our  iron  ^^ 
ries — ^t^at  the  others  labor  under  disad^ta^ 
of  various  kinds,  and  probably  even  with  tk 
proposed  duty  would  find  no  protection  la- 
crease  jonr  duties,  sir,  so  as  to  shut  oot  all  iO' 
ported  iron  from  the  country,  and  those  vhj 
now  really  require  the  protection,  would  fc* 
themselves  imdersold  in  tlie  market  by  the 
more  fortunate  competitors,  and  would  as  oaa 
need  {Protection  against  them  as  the  import^ 

But,  sir,  if  all  these  considerations  were  ob- 
viated, and  none  of  the  objections  I  hate  « »• 
merated  exiisted,  I  should  still  be  oppoa^j^ 
this  duty  from  other  considerationa  i  ^op 
oppose  burdening  this  artide  with  heavy  dotiA 
because  such  a  measure  would  be  at  war  witt 
the  general  objects  of  the  bili 

What  is  that  object,  sir  ?  It  is  the  encwnf 
ment  of  the  agricultural  and  mann&otaring  is* 
terests  of  the  country.  This  bill  propo** » 
load  with  additional  duties  one  of  the  stapto  d^ 
cessaries  of  both  these  employments.  Youa^ 
profess,  by  this  bill,  to  give  enoouragement  iw 
employment  to  industry.    By  stoppng  the  aa- 
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portation  of  it,  you  drive  a  large  portion  of  the 
navigating  interest  from  their  usnal  and  accus- 
tomed habits  of  iDdastry;  yon  subject  them  to 
poverty  and  ultimate  min ;  you  mcrease  the 
price  of  a  necessary  material  of  nearly  every 
manufacturer  and  every  artisan ;  and,  what  is 
more  than  all,  you  are  loading  the  farmers  of  the 
country  with  exactions  which  will  bear  upon 
and  oppress  them  heavily. 

Sir,  1  have  said  I  would  not  advance,  with 
this  bill,  a  single  step  beyond  what  I  believed 
to  be  for  the  interest  of  him  who  cultivates  the 
soil ;  I  still  adhere  rigidly  to  my  determination ; 
and  nothing  shall  drive  me  from  it.  I  vote  for 
an  increase  of  duty  on  woollen  goods,  because  I 
believe  it  will  make  a  market  for  wool ;  on  mo- 
lasses, because,  as  the  importation  of  it  is  dimin- 
ished, its  place  will  be  supplied  with  grain  for 
distillation.  But,  when  you  propose  a  tax  on 
this  article,  which  will  bear  so  heavily  upon  the 
farmer,  and  do  so  much  to  empty  his  pockets, 
I  shall  use  my  feeble  efforts  against  it. 

But,  we  have  been  told,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  we  must  compel  ourselves  to  make 
this  article  at  home,  in  time  of  peace,  because, 
in  time  of  war,  our  commerce  wiU  be  driven 
from  the  ocean,  and  our  harbors  locked  up  by 
the  enemy.  This  case,  so  extreme^  so  improba- 
ble, and  unlikely  to  happen,  may,  m  the  course 
of  the  strange  vicissitudes  that  visit  nations, 
ultimately  be  realized.  But,  sir,  when  such  an 
event  occurs,  I  trust  the  want  of  this  article 
wvil  be  among  the  most  tolerable  of  our  suffer- 
ings. 

Should  we  go  to  war  with  Bussia,  we  could 
procure  it  from  Sweden  and  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope. If  with  England,  or  Sweden,  we  could 
obtain  it  from  Bussia.  Should  our  vessels  be 
swept  from  the  ocean,  still,  however,  it  would 
be  brought  to  our  ports  with  but  a  trifling  in- 
crease of  price. 

Sir,  I  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there 
are  more  than  from  five  to  six  hundred  of  these 
factories  in  the  United  States.  These  are  prob- 
ably owned  by  from  five  to  eight  hundred  indi- 
v^iduols.  It  is  for  these  individuals  we  are  call- 
2d  upon  to  lay  a  burden  on  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  people;  to  drive  twenty  times  their 
lumbers  from  their  favorite  pursuit,  and  involve 
: h ousan ds  in  ruin.  I  exhort  gentlemen  to  pause 
&nd  reflect  before  they  take  this  broad  step  in 
lie  maze  of  inconsistency. 

Let  me  not  be  told,  that  we  are  furnishing  em- 
^loynaent  for  a  great  mass  of  our  citizens  in  ear- 
ning on  each  of  these  factories;  for  every  one 
rho  has  had  any  knowledge  of  this  business 
Qust  kn pvir,  that  their  condition  is  not  bettered 
y  their  employment.  The  workmen  around 
bem  are  generally  the  least  enlightened,  the 
lost  poor  and  degraded  of  any  in  our  country. 
lie  employment  of  most  of  them  is  to  cut  down 
nd  make  waste  of  timber,  which,  in  many  cases, 
serioasly  to  the  detriment  of  the  country 
round  them. 
Sir,  in  every  point  of  view  I  have  been  able 


to  look  at  this  su^ect,  I  have  arrived  at  the 
same  condnsion.  It  will  operate  as  an  unjust 
and  oppresfflve  burden,  from  which  you  will  ul- 
timately be  compelled  to  recede. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  Mr, 
Olabk,  said  he  had  flattered  himself  that  one  te- 
dious debate,  and  one  decision  upon  this  item 
of  iron,  would  have  been  suflScient,  at  any  rate, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not  complain, 
but  I  must  say  that  the  disappointment  is  ex- 
tremely mortifying,  by  a  friend  of  the  bill  renew- 
ing a  question  in  substance  once  settled — ^renew- 
ing it  at  tliis  time,  when  it  is  evident  that  delay 
is  destruction;  and  renewing  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner—for I  think  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
made  his  motion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  rose  to  sup- 
port it,  moved  for  the  committee  to  rise.  The 
committee  refused.  In  a  very  few  minutes 
after,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  gives  way, 
yields  the  floor  to  another  member,  to  renew 
the  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise,  which 
motion  succeeded,  and  brings  us  to  the  second 
day  of  the  second  debate,  on  a  single  item  of  a 
bill  which  has  been  before  us  now  almost  three 
months,  and  a  decision  upon  which  seems  to  be 
protracted  to  a  length,  perhaps  unexampled  in 
this  or  any  other  countny. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  I  blame  no  one,  nor  pretend  to 
any  right  to  dictate  to  any  member  what  course 
he  shidl  pursue;  yet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  that,  dismayed 
as  I  am  at  the  time  and  manner  of  his  renewing 
this  discussion,  I  am  still  more  dismayed  at  his 
arguments.  From  our  opponents,  t  can  hear 
any  thing  without  emotion;  but  the  reasons 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  strike 
me  with  a  chill  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  dis- 
semble. The  gentleman  from  New  York  sup- 
poses that  only  six  or  seven  hundred  ironmasters 
are  to  be  benefited  by  this  duty.  If  he  is  right  in 
that,  then  it  would  be  true  that  only  the  mer- 
chants are  benefited  by  trade  and  navigation. 
But  it  must  be  a  total  mistake — ^the  whole  agri- 
cultural interest  of  our  country  is  directily  inter- 
ested. The  40,000  tons  of  iron  which  we  im- 
port, the  two  millions  of  dollars  which  we  pay  for 
it,  only  deprive  our  people  of  a  market  to  that 
amount  for  their  gram,  beef^  and  pork,  which  ar- 
ticles those  governments  which  sen4  ns  their 
iron  will  not  suffer  their  people  to  touch,  com- 
ing from  ns.  Our  opponents  admit,  that  do- 
mestic industry  ought  to  be  protected  when  we 
are  ripe  for  it.  as  the  phrase  is.  Now,  iron  we 
are  not  only  npe  for,  but,  some  years  ago,  actu- 
ally were  in  the  way  of  fabricating,  to  the  fuU 
amount  of  our  own  consumption.  One  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  appears  to  be, 
to  mend  the  morals  of  our  people  by  importing 
from  £urope.  To  the  workers  in  iron  he  has 
applied  the  epithets  of  poor  and  degraded.  As 
to  their  poverty,  it  mav  be  true  enough.  How 
can  it  be  otherwise  wnen  their  bunness  is  so 
reduced,  and  they  out  out  of  three-fourths  of  it 
by  foreign  importations?  "Degraded"  is  a 
term  not  applicable  to  such  men.  To  be  sure, 
there  are  many  professions   and  occupationa 
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which  appear  more  neat  and  genteel ;  they  have 
leather  aprons  and  hiacked  fnces ;  hat  a  great 
msgoritj  of  them  are  not  only  lahorions,  hnt 
fmgal  and  carefal ;  and  those  who  are  thought- 
less and  imprudent,  are  yet  almost  invariably 
honest  and  manly.  They  love  their  country. 
Theirs  is  a  robust  and  hard  business ;  there  is 
nothing  in  it  degrading  to  body  or  mind.  Sir, 
it  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  some  months  ago, 
or  in  some  other,  I  forget  when — ^for  there  is 
one  thing  peculiarly  lucky  in  this  tariff  discus- 
won,  that  every  thing  said  will  bear  repeating 
at  least  thrice,  and  still,  with  all  the  advantage 
and  grace  of  novelty,  having  been  forgotten  from 
length  of  time — it  has  been  said,  or  might  have 
been  said,  that  the  iron  workmen  of  Sweden, 
when  nobles,  and  gentry,  and  farmers,  and  mer- 
chants, and  seamen,  had  submitted  to  foreign 
domination,  collected  together,  and  saved  their 
country.  It  is  notorious  that,  auring  the  gloom- 
iest times  of  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  until 
Government  thought  fit  to  abolish  the  internal 
duties,  there  was  no  resource  in  our  nation  for 
men  and  money,  superior  to  that  of  the  iron 
works  in  the  interior.  K  supported  and  pro** 
teoted,  they  will  add  more  real  strength  and 
wealth  to  our  country,  than  the  cultivation  here 
of  all  the  cotton  raised  on  this  continent,  and 
Egypt  and  Bengal  put  together,  could  possibly 
do ;  for  this  work  is  carried  on  by  free  labor, 
that  by  slaves.  Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  T.  said 
he  wished  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Class)  from  his  anxiety  lest  the 
iron  works  should  consume  all  the  wood ;  true, 
they  do  out  the  wood  from  the  hills ;  but  equal- 
ly true  it  is,  that  the  wood  invariably  springs 
up  again,  and  is  ready  for  another  cutting  every 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Olabk  replied  to  Mr.  Tod.  He  said,  as 
to  the  fears  and  dismay  expressed  by  the  honor-' 
able  chairman,  he  could  only  say  it  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  have  disclosed  them  to  the 
committee  at  tliis  time,  since  he  was  sure  no 
gentleman  would  be  turned  from  his  course  by 
such  disclosure.  Indeed,  sir,  I  am  not  legislat- 
ing, at  this  time,  for  the  purpose  of  pleasing  Uiat 
gentleman.  No,  su*;  I  shall  vote  and  act  with- 
out reference  to  his  opinions.  If  the  gentleman 
supposes  his  appointment  as  chairman  entitles 
him  to  direct  all  the  friends  of  the  bill  in  the 
course  they  are  to  pursue  in  its  details,  he  is 
mistaken  so  far  as  relates  to  me.  True,  sir,  I 
am  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff;  but  it 
does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  I  am  bouhd  to 
support  the  whole  of  every  provision  the  gen- 
tleman has  chosen  to  insert  in  the  bilL  If  that 
gentleman  considers  himself  a  sort  of  drill  ser- 
geant, to  manoeuvre  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I, 
for  one,  must  beg  to  he  excused  from  his  disci- 
pline. Why,  sir,  all  this  complaint  about  the 
time  I  have  taken  to  introduce  this  amendment? 
Are  the  committee  to  be  told  at  what  time  they 
shall  stop  amending  the  bill  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot 
recognize  his  right  to  such  dictation. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  we  have  arrived  at 
the  second  day  of  the  second  debate  on  tliis 


amendment.  What  then,  sir  f  Is  tiiis  ssch  so 
appalling  fact  as  to  shake  the  geDtlemanV 
nerves  ?  Surely,  the  case  is  no  anomaly  in  l^ 
gislation.  The  committee  decided,  od  a  former 
motion,  that  they  would  not  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  proposed  increase ;  but  does  it  folio v  tbsi 
they  will  not  reduce  it  ?  Sir,  it  was  not  aotC  I 
learned  that  a  number  of  its  friends  were  ftDxiois 
for  this  reduction  that  I  proposed  it  Indeed, 
sir,  the  decision  of  the  question  on  strikiog  oat 
the  whole  was  not  very  satisfactory  to  ilc. 
More  than  seventy  members  were  out  of  the 
House,  and  the  majority  email.  The  resoi; 
however,  will  show  whether  I  am  correct. 

The  only  answer  I  have  to  ^ve  to  the  gentle 
man's  statement,  that  "  two  millions  of  ^kch 
are  annuiUly  exported  to  pay  for  iroD,''is,t< 
point  him  to  the  Treasury  report  of  impon^ 
exports,  and  tonnage,  of  the  United  States 
where  he  may  learn  that,  in  the  preceding  jear. 
less  than  thirty-three  thousand  tons  of  irC'S 
have  been  imported  from  all  the  world.  Vj: 
nearly  all  of  it  was  hrought  from  RnasU  aii 
Sweden,  and  not  a  dollar  of  specie  has  heeu  ex- 
ported to  either  of  those  countries.  Od  eiaou- 
nation,  he  may  also  learn  that  no  mooej  is  cr- 
ried  from  this  country  to  pay  for  iron,  but  tk 
it  is  always  purchased  with  such  articles  as  je 
can  easily  spare,  and  such  as  we  ought  to  tV 
pose  of.  Sir,  I  said  yesterday,  and  I  saj  acsi 
to-day,  that,  as  far  as  my  observations  bre  in- 
tended, the  persons  in  the  employ  of  iron  ma?- 
ters,  and  their  families,  are  less  enlighieiui!, 
more  poor,  and  unhappy,  than  any  other  &te 
of  citizens  among  us ;  that  this  is  the  most  o 
desirable  of  any  employment  in  the  coontxr.  I 
shall  not,  however,  deny  that  a  recruiting  o to 
might  fill  up  his  ranks  among  them  as  quick  &$ 
among  any  other  people. 

Sir,  having  made  no  allusions  to  "black  to 
and  leather  aprons*^  myself,  I  presume  the  get 
tleman  did  not  mean  what  he  said  on  tU 
subject  as  an  answer  to  my  argument,  bat  de- 
signed it  for  other  purposes.  Hoping,  theft; 
fore,  that  it  may  have  the  desired  eflfect,  I  si-^ 
leave  him  to  enjoy  the  benefit  that  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  such  reasoning. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  SouUi  Carolina,  afteriMk- 
ing  a  few  introductory  remarks,  on  the  fffs* 
which  had  been  pursued  in  the  discaaaoDflf 
the  detiuls,  as  well  as  the  general  principles  <e 
the  bill,  which  he  reprehended,  as  fonusiu^ 
the  most  unequivocal  tokens  that  its  irmi 
were  about,  if  possible,  to  limit  the  freedom  « 
debate,  and  force  the  bill  into  the  House  a^  * 
moment  when  several  important  amendmcns 
were  about  to  be  tried  in  committee— obscrr** 
that,  in  rising  to  address  the  committee,  w 
could  but  be  sensible  of  the  serious  embarr^ 
ments  which  awaited  him  in  following,  on  i» 
same  side  of  the  question,  the  gentleman  fh^ 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstkb,)  who  hadgreaw 
abridged,  if  he  had  not  entirely  exhausted,  te 
topic  before  them ;  and  whilst,  Mr.  H.  saijk  * 
participated  in  the  pleasure  which  all  ^^^', 
joyed,  in  hearing  the  unanswerable  aigump-^ 
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that  ffentleman,  (an  argnment  that  had  soaroely 
left  the  honorable  Speaker  [Mr.  Clay]  an  inch 
of  ground  to  stand  npon,  notwithstanding  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  his  genins,)  he  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid  a  repetition  of  any  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
however  difficult  the  task,  when  speaking  on 
the  subject.  If,  however,  he  could  glean  a 
single  topic  which  had  not  been  gather^  in  the 
abundant  harvest  which  had  crowned  the  efforts 
of  that  gentleman,  he  should  regard  his  own 
exertions  as  not  absolutely  useless  and  unimpor- 
tant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped  that,  in  his  reply  to  the 
honorable  Speaker,  he  would  offer  some  atone- 
ment for  the  trepass  he  was  now  about  to  make 
on  the  patience  of  the  committee,  when  he  in- 
formed them  that,  at  least  in  reference  to  those 
parts  of  the  gentleman's  argument  in  which  he 
sustuned  himself  by  the  force  of  British  antJior- 
ity,  that  he  would  meet  him  bv  English  doctrine, 
also ;  and  he  undertook  to  affirm  that,  notwith- 
standing the  ingenuity  with  which  these  autibori- 
ties  had  been  used,  there  was  more  to  be  found 
in  British  precept  and  example  to  admonish  us 
to  avoid  the  policy  which  the  honorable  Speak- 
er was  desirous  of  forcing  upon  his  country, 
than  the  reverse. 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  if  Adam 
Smith  (an  authority,  .by  the  way,  much  con- 
temned by  a  certain  school  of  political  econo- 
mists in  this  enlightened  age  and  country)  could 
have  risen  from  his  grave,  and  heard  some  of 
the  extraordinary  opinions  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  this  worthy  old  philosopher  would  in- 
deed have  believed  that  the  world,  ever  since 
his  exit  from  it,  had  been  in  a  slumber  as  pro- 
found as  that  which  had  visited  his  own  tomb. 
He  would  have  thought,  with  good  reason, 
that  all  those  anticipations  of  the  progress  of 
truth,  and  the  consequent  extirpation  of  error, 
which  he  had  cherished  in  a  generous  love  of 
his  species,  had  indeed  been  the  idle  dreams  of  a 
foolish  and  vain  philosophy— for  he  would  have 
met  here  the  very  dogmas  of  that  school  of  re- 
striction and  monopoly  which  it  had  been  the 
chief  business  of  his  valuable  life  to  refute  and 
overthrow.  But  there  would  have  been  in  re- 
servation for  him  one  astounding  circumstance 
for  which  he  would  have  been  altogether  un- 
prepared— ^and  that  is,  to  have  heard  the  pathet- 
ically and  poetically  Aawn  pictures  of  the  pres- 
ent distress  and  debility  of  our  country  attribu- 
ted to  the  freedom  of  our  trade,  and  the  over- 
flowmg  a'bundance  of  our  agriculture  1  How- 
ever much  the  narrative  of  these  diseases,  and 
their  causes,  might  have  surprised  him,  the 
.catholicon  which  is  proposed  for  their  cure, 
would  have  been  more  a  subject  for  his  especial 
wonder  and  specalation — ^a  remedy  which  em- 
braces in  their  most  potent  combination,  the  old 
and  exploded  ingredients  of  monopoly  and  re- 
striction. But,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  business  was 
rather  with  the  living  than  with  the  dead.  Be- 
fore, however,  he  dismissed  this  branch  of  the 


subject,  he  would  say,  if  we  were  disposed  to 
throw  aside,  as  refuse  lumber,  all  that  had  been 
written  by  this  great  man,  on  a  subject  to  which 
he  had  brought  a  philosophic  spirit,  enlightened 
by  the  most  extraordinary  endowment  of  in- 
tellect, formed  by  the  most  propitious  oppor- 
tunities for  observation,  and  warmed  by  as  en- 
larged a  philanthropy  as  ever  animated  the  hu- 
man breast,  it  would  be  well  to  advert  for  one 
moment  to  the  past,  and  even  present  situation  of 
our  country,  in  reference  to  the  great  resources 
of  its  productive  wealth.  If  the  tree  was  to 
be  judged  by  its  fruits,  it  might  be  inquired  how 
it  was  that,  in  spite  of  our  deplorable  fatuity 
and  blindness,  in  running  counter  to  the  favorite 
maxims  of  this  school  of  restriction,  this  coun- 
try should  have  prospered,  and  still  prospers, 
beyond  all  example.  Yes,  sir.  it  might  well  be 
asked,  if  high  or  prohibitory  unties  on  imports 
are  essentitd  to  the  proper  development  of  the 
industry  of  a  nation,  how  it  comes  to  pass  that, 
within  the  ordinary  duration  of  the  life  of  man, 
we  may  be  said  to  have  built  up  an  empire  of 
such  vast  power,  and  possessing,  within  itself, 
such  varied  resources  of  wealth  and  happiness. 

Serious  distrust  must  be  entertained  of  any 
scheme,  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  when  we  look 
about  us,  from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the 
other,  and  see  so  many  monuments  of  what  the 
enterprise  of  our  people  had  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  in  which  it  had  been  employed : 
and,  if  one  or  two  of  these  memorials  of  the  in- 
dustry of  our  people  were  selected,  they  would 
be  amply  sufficient  for  the  argument,  without  a 
more  comprehensive  collection.  If  it  were  de- 
sirable to  see  what  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  capable  of  effecting,  a  reference  to  New 
York  and  Boston  would  satisfy  this  inquiry. 
There  might  be  seen  the  rise  of  cities,  the  ra- 
pidity of.  whose  progress  is  without  a  parallel, 
in  ^ncient  or  modern  times.  If  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  ascertain  what  sort  of  wonders  the  results 
of  agriculture  could  achieve,  it  is  only  requisite 
to  turn  to  the  West,  and  within  the  period  meas- 
ured by  the  contemporary  recollection  of  the 
youngest  of  us.  to  see  a  wilderness  subdued,  a 
vast  and  intelligent  population  created  and  sus- 
tained by  the  prolific  treasures  of  the  earth.  It 
might  indeed  be  seen,  that,  since  the  peace  of 
'82,  by  the  ooijoint  operation  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  seven  millions  had  been  added  to 
our  population,  eleven  States  to  the  Confeder- 
acy, innumerable  tracts  of  fertile  territory 
brought  into  successful  culture,  and  in  spite  of  all 
that  had  been  said,  a  vast  and  almost  incalcula- 
ble sum  added  to  the  active  capital  of  the 
country. 

Before,  therefore,  we  acquiesce  in  the  necessi- 
ty of  changing  the  existing  employment  of  cap- 
ital, in  our  country,  which  has  confessedly  done 
so  much  for  us,  there  are  a  few  salutary  truths, 
which,  however  old-fashioned  they  may  be,  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  notice. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  is,  that  the  produc- 
tion of  a  country  most  depend  on  its  capital  and 


728 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


The  Tariff  BUL 


[Ann^  1624. 


labor,  and  that  the  latter  bears  a  just  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  ekiU  and  industry  with 
which  the  former  may  be  employed;  now  it 
follows  as  a  fair  corollary  from  these  principles, 
that  labor  and  capital,  if  left  to  their  own  di- 
rection, will  always  seek,  and  And,  their  most 
prosperous  exercise  and  investment,  and  that 
this  may  be  safely  confided  to  the  sagacity  of 
individuals  who,  by  a  law  oi  nature,  invariable 
in  its  operation,  will  pursue  that  department  of 
industry  which  promises  to  yield  either  imme- 
diately or  ultimately  the  greatest  .profit.  Thus 
it  is,  in  the  words  of  a  popular  author,  that, 
^*  whenever  any  thing  is  to  be  made  by  a  parti- 
cular employment  of  industry,  it  wants  no  en- 
couragement ;  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  made 
it  deserves  none.'' 

We  may,  at  least,  be  certain  of  one  fact,  that 
no  divine  alchemy  has  been  revealed  to  us,  that 
we  can,  at  pleasure,  produce  wealth,  by  legislat- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  our  people. 
We  may,  it  is  true,  disturb  the  ordinary  opera- 
tions of  labor,  and  increase  the  profits  of  a  given 
branch  of  industry*;  but^  as  toe  whole  of  our 
society  must  make  up  its  aggregate  account  of 
profit  and  bss,  what  is  add^  to  one  class  as 
profit,  in  the  way  of  encouragement,  must  be 
taken  from  the  other,  in  the  way  of  a  tax  and 
consequent  loss.  To  conclude  this  part  of  the 
inquiry,  if  there  is  any  truth  which  appears  to 
be  sustained  by  experience,  it  is,  that  the  only 
consequence  resulting  from  the  interference  of 
Government  in  the  employment  of  labor  and 
capital,  is  to  give  to  them  an  artificial  distribu- 
tion, and  to  coerce  them  into  less  profitable 
pursuits,  than  if  left  to  be  disposed  of  and  con- 
trolled by  their  natural  owners,  who  are  most 
sensible  of  their  value,  most  responsible  for  their 
use,  and  have  the  greatest  immediate  interest  in 
their  successful  employment. 

These  remarks,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  without 
indulging  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the, do- 
mestic manufactures  of  the  country,  and  that 
he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  to  be 
encouraged  precisely  to  the  extent,  and  no 
further,  than  this  encouragement  was  not  cal- 
culated to  discourage  the  other  great  sources  of 
the  productive  industry  of  the  country.  And 
here  he  would  take  occasion  to  say,  that  the  im- 
position of  the  duties  on  imports  for  tiie  purpose 
of  revenue,  furnished  in  all  a  reasonable,  and  in 
many  a  high  rate  of  encotn*agement,  to  which, 
if  were  added  the  incidental  charges  on  impor- 
tations, and  with  which  the  foreign  article  was 
almost  exclusively  burdened,  the  manufactures 
received  all  the  protection  to  which  they  were 
in  justice  entitled^  and  all  that  the  country  could 
a£fbrd  to  pay.  When,  therefore,  the  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  scheme  of  immense 
taxation,  involved  in  the  bill  on  the  table,  were 
so  regardless  of  the  past,  aod  so  perfectly  gra- 
tuitous in  their  assumption  of  facts,  as  to  found 
their  arguments  on  the  basis  that  there  was  no 
sort  of  protection,  except  to  a  few  favored  ar- 
ticles, they  must  be  prepared  to  say  that  an 
average  duty  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 


the  consumption  of  the  country  was  nothing,  or 
to  admit  that  there  was  someliiing  so  incuraUy 
defBctive  in  the  manufactures  of  the  coontry, 
that  nothing  short  of  prohibition,  or  the  ezdu- 
sion  of  all  foreign  competition,  could  famish  % 
fair  return  for  Sieir  productions,  or  foroe  them 
into  an  unnatural  existence. 

The  opinions  of  the  former  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  have  been 
much  relied  on,  and  his  celebrated  report  on 
manu&ctnres  (unquestionably  a  very  able  and 
ingenious  State  paper)  has  been  quoted,  b«t 
often  with  a  gross  perversion  of  the  scope  ci 
the  argument  of  that  great  stateeman.  Gnat 
as  was  nis  admiration,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  talents 
of  this  statesman,  he  was  not  prepared  to  take 
his  opinions  on  this  subject,  or  that  of  GoTem- 
ment,  without  some  qualification  and  limit 
General  Hamilton  was  a  contemporary  of  the 
younger  Rtt,  and  they  may  have  been  said  to 
have  been,  at  the  same  time,  prime  ministers  of 
their  respective  countries.  It  is  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  General  Hamilton  rather  looked  to 
the  practice  of  Pitt,  (whom  he  resembled  in  the 
grandeur  of  genius,)  than  to  the  writingB  ik 
Adam  Smith,  and  the  French  economists^  His 
opinions  came,  therefore,  from  the  minti^  of 
the  restrictive,  exdnsive,  and  jealoos  systemaof 
trade  and  finance,  which,  in  spite  of  Uie  oeca- 
sional  theories  of  Pitt,  oppressed  his  whob 
scheme  of  government.  But,  as  dear  and 
emphatic  as  Mr.  Hamilton  was  in  his  report,  be 
could  have  formed  no  conception  of  the  extent 
to  which  his  doctrines  would  be  pushed,  by  his 
present  avowed  disciples,  who  have  attempted, 
with  singular  injustice,  to  give  currency  to  thar 
schemes  of  violent  taxation  and  oppressiTe 
monopoly,  by  the  authority  of  his  name.  As 
the  present  question  is  one  of  figures,  perbi^ 
the  best  answer  to  the  inquiry  what  sort  of 
encouragement  Mr.  Hamilton  deemed  neoessazy 
for  the  development  of  the  manufacturing  capa- 
cities of  the  country,  would  be  giyen,  by  oom- 
paringthe  rates  of  duties  which  he  propoeed, 
with  those  in  the  bill  now  under  the  conadera- 
tion  of  the  committee.  M.  H.  said  he  wcmld 
now  advert  to  a  few  of  these  items. 

[Here  Mr.  Hamilton  went  into  an  extended  argn- 
ment,  principally  on  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  ia 
reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker  of  the  Honsei  aad 
especially  on  the  capacity  of  the  home  mamifaetaree 
to  consome  any  conndorabl^qnantity  of  oar  aniraal 
crop  of  cotton.    On  this  point  he  said :] 

In  relation  to  our  Upland  cottons,  Great  Brit- 
ain may,  without  difficulty,  in  the  coarse  of  a 
very  short  period,  supply  her  wants  from  Brazil 
— ^to  faciliate  wliich,  all  the  ancient  relations  of 
a  favored  intercourse  with  her  steadflBst  ally, 
Portugal, -would  be  at  once  subservient.  Whoi 
it  is  recollected  that  Brazil  produces  a  cotton 
which  occupies  an  intermediate  plaoe  between 
the  Sea  Islands  of  Greorgia  and  South  Carohna, 
and  the  Uplands  of  Kew  Orleans,  which  the 
daily  improvement  in  machinery  is  bringiDg 
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nearer  to  the  former,  as  to  most  of  its  uses,  and 
that  there  is  in  this  fine  re^on,  stretching 
through  thirtj-fiye  degrees  of  latitude,  from  the 
Equator,  a  section  of  country  admirahly  adapted 
to  the  cultivation  of  this  staple,  greater  in  ex- 
tent than  the  whole  Atlantic  States  of  this 
Union,  the  reasonableness  of  our  apprehensions 
may  be  estimated,  as  well  as  the  gross  impolicy, 
by  injurious  duties  on  our  imports  from  Eng- 
land, of  driving  her,  eitlier  from  caprice  or  in- 
terest, to  seek  other  adequate  sources  of  supply. 
How  long  the  exclusive  production,  even  of  the 
Sea  Island  cotton,  will  remain  to  our  country, 
is  yet  a  doubtful  and  interesting  problem.  The 
experiments  that  are  making  on  the  Delta  of  the 
Nile,  if  pushed  to  the  oceau,  may  result  in  the 
production  of  this  beautiful  staple,  in  an  abun- 
dance which,  in  reference  to  other  productiona, 
has  long  blest  and  consecrated  Egyptian  fertili- 
ty. But,  the  circumstance  that  many  of  the 
costly  articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  made  of 
Sea  Island  cotton,  can  be  manufactured  of  silk 
and  flax,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  the  great 
efforts  which  are  making  in  Great  Britain  to 
encourage  the  former  establishments,  not  by 
bounties  and  monopolies,  but  by  their  4^truc- 
tion,  (for  these  remedies  are  regarded  there  as 
vile  quackeries,)  will  tend  emphatically  to  prove 
that  the  present  is  an  awful  crisis  in  the  cotton 
trade  of  the  country. 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that 
our  manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  a  very 
pbort  period,  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign 
demand.  The  futility,  I  will  not  say  mockery, 
of  this  hope,  may  be  measured  by  one  or  two 
£acts.  First,  the  present  consumption  of  cotton 
by  our  manufactories,  is  about  equal  to  one- 
sixth  of  our  whole  production,  not  very  much 
exceeding  80,000  hales ;  whereas,  the  crop  of 
1824  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  600,000  bags. 
How  long  it  will  take  to  increase  these  man- 
ulactories  to  a  scale  equal  to  the  consumption 
of  this  production,  he  could  not  venture  to  de- 
termine ;  but,  that  it  will  be  some  years  after 
the  epitaph  will  have  been  written  on  the  for- 
tunes of  the  South,  there  can  be  little  doubt. 
But  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
whole  of  the  cottons  of  the  South  could  be 
worked  up  in  this  country,  where  will  you  find 
a  market  for  the  articles  manufactured — not  at 
home :  for,  of  the  448,211  bides  of  cotton  which 
Great  Britain  purchased  of  this  country,  between 
the  first  of  January,  1828,  and  the  thirty-first  of 
December,  1828,  she  has  sent  back  to  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  calculations,  in  the  shape  of 
manufactured  articles,  about  40,000  bags.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  our  home  consumption  be 
equivalent  to  140,000  bales,  (which  is  an  enor- 
mous estimate,)  where  are  you  to  find  a  vent 
for  the  articles  manufactured  of  the  460,000  bags 
that  will  remain  ?  In  South  America,  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  tells  us — ^but  what  a  fidlacy  have 
we  here  I  Whatl  whilst  we  dread  British 
competition  on  our  shores,  more  than  Hamilcar 
hated  the  Bomana,  we  can,  nevertheless,  under- 
sell England  in  foreign  markets  I    Yes ;  whilst 


we  are  told  that,  for  the  very  existence  of  man- 
ufactures that  have  been  in  operation  ten  or 
fifteen  years,  it  is  yet  necessary  to  lay  protect- 
ing duties  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent., 
we  can,  nevertheless,,  traverse  the  ocean,  en- 
couuter  freight  and  charges  and  duties  in  other 
countries,  and  compete  with  our  old  enemy, 
who  is  so  much  dreaded  at  home.  How  this  is 
to  be  effected  without  a  miracle,  Mr.  U.  said  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  perceive,  without  our  man- 
ufactures, like  the  Prophets  of  old,  were  more 
honored  and  successful  abroad,  than  at  their 
own  firesides. 

"When  Mr.  Hamilton  had  concluded — 

Some  remarks  passed  between  Mr.  Martin- 
DALB  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Glabk'b 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from 
$1  12  to  90  cents  per  ton,  and  decided  in  the 
afi^mative— 99  to  90. 

At  this  time,  and  several  times  in  the  course 
of  to-day^s  sitting,  motions  were  made  to  rise, 
all  which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  tiierein  the  follow- 
ing provision)  viz : 

'*  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at 
which  the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  print^  pre- 
vious to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  also  on  all  books  printed  in  other 
languages  than  £nglish,Wour  cents  per  volume. 

'^  On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pound. 

**  On  all  other  books,  when  in  sheets  or  boards, 
forty  cents  per  pound.* 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  following,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  6th  section : 

*'AndU  it  fvrther  enacted,  That,  from  and  after 

the day  of  — ^—  next,  the  duties  now  imposod 

and  payable  on  the  wines,  herein  enumerated  and  de- 
scribed, shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  de- 
termine ;  and,  m  lieu  thereof,  the  following  rates  or 
duties,  respdctively,  shall  be  laid,  levied,  and  collect* 
ed,  on  all  such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that 
is  to  say :  Upon  all  Madeira  wines,  70  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  upon  Sheny,  St.  Lucar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and 
other  wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enu- 
merated, 50  cents  per  gallon ;  on  Teneriffe  and  all 
other  wines  of  the  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  on  Fayal  and  idl  other  wines  of  the  Western  isl- 
ands, 40  cents  per  gallon ;  on  Sicily  wine,  50  cents 
per  gallon ;  on  Malaga  wine,  30  cents  per  gallon ;  all 
other  wines,  not  enumerated  in  this  or  some  other 
law,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  oases,  50  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  ;  on  all  other  wines,  when  imported  other- 
wise than  in  bottles  or  cases,  40  per  cent  ad  valorem : 
Provided,  That  the  amount  of  duty  thereupon  shaO, 
in  no  case,  exceed  100  cents  per  gallon." 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  motion,  it 
was  decided  in  the  aflSrmative — ayes  110. 

Mr.  Wiokliffe  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  therein  the  following : 
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^  BeU  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage/  approved 
27th  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  enore  to  the  bene- 
fit of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof^  in  the  same  manner  (nnder 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  said 
act)  in  which  they  apply  to  seminaries  of  learning." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ^ayes  116. 
Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following : 

**  On  all  manufactured  copper  in  sheets  and  bot- 
toms of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound.*' 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 

Mr.  Allkn,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  fol- 
lowing : 

*^  On  brown  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  withont  debate 
and  without  a  division. 

"Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

"On  printed  boolu,  thirty-three  and  one-third 
cents  per  lb." 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  MiLLEB  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  "  on  mustard  in  bottles,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sandfoed,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  no  debenture  or 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  to  any  foreigner,  who  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  on  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  he  may  have  imported  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  or  Territories 
thereof." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  IIayden,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following : 
'*0n  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
weight,"  and  inserting,  "  On  wheat  flour,  eighty- 
five  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  *^  On  race  gin- 
ger, one  dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  ground 
ginger,  two  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CoNNEB,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  eightj^  cents,  the  proposed  mini- 
mum valuation  of  imported  woollens,  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  chair,  94  votes  to  92 ;  but,  a  new  count 
being  demanded  and  taken,  there  were  ayes 
100,  noes  95 ;  so  the  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Mebcer,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 


tion of  the  biU;  which  is  in  the  folloviDg 
words : 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, all  articles,  composed  of  various  material^ 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  mu- 
ufactured  from  any  of  sudb  materials  are  subject.* 

This  motion  was,  after  considerable  debate, 
decided  in  the  negative — 99  to  94. 

Mr.  Merceb  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  the  80th  day  of  June,  f  the  day  on  which 
the  bill  is  to  go  into  operation,)  so  as  to  defer 
it  to  a  later  day ;  which  motion  was  negatived 
—92  votes  to  89. 

Mr.  Van  "Wtok  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting,  in  lien  of  the  duty  on  woollens, 
to  take  place  after  dOth  June,  1825,  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Afterwards  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  80th  day  of  Juue,  1827 ;  after- 
wards a  duty  of  forty  per  ceutnm  ad  valorem  until 
the  dOth  day  of-  June,  1829 ;  afterwards  a  dvtj  of 
forty-five  per  cent  ad  valorem,  until  the  dOth  daj  of 
June,  1831 ;  and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  fiffyper 
centum  ad  valorem." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  without  s 
division. 

Mr.  LrviKGfiTOK  then  moved  to  strike  cot  the 
whole  of  the  proviso  which  proposes  a  minimom 
valuation  on  imported  woollens. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative— aje3 
78. 

Mr.  Babtlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved,  it 
the  dose  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  insert 
a  duty  on  all  domestic  distilled  spirits,  of  fiftj 
cents  per  gallon,  with  a  declaration  of  an  inten- 
tion to  propose  a  drawback  on  such  as  doold 
be  exported. 

Mr.  Stobes  suggested  the  necessity  of  proTi- 
sion,  with  such  an  amendment^  for  ofiioers  to 
collect  the  duty,  &o. 

Mr.  Babtlett  siud  Ms  object  was  ma!«lj  to 
introduce  the  subject  in  Committee  d  the 
Whole,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  intorodnoe 
the  motion,  with  all  its  necessary  details,  when 
the  bill  should  come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  suggested  that  a  propodtion  of 
this  sort,  for  an  excise  duty,  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, be  introduced  into  a  bill  proposing  a  dntr 
on  imports. 

The  motion  was  negatived  withont  a  divisioD. 

Mr.  Obaio  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  proposed  duty  of  four  cents  per  lb. 
on  white  and  red  lead,  and  inserting  a  da^  of 
five  cents  on  that  artide. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Olay  rose  to  speak  in  explanation. on  one 
or  two  points  which  had  been  touched  upon  in 
debate. 

This  question  was  taken  on  the  comnaittee's 
rising  and  reporting  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments made  to  it,  and  determined  in  the  afSima- 
tive.  The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  the 
report  was  made  from  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole. 
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Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question. 

And  then  tbp  House  a^oumed. 

"Wkdnbsdat,  April  7. 
TTie  Tariff  BUI. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  rose,  and  withdrew  the  intima- 
tion, yesterday  given,  of  his  intention  now  to 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
This  he  did  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
bers, (contrary  to  his  previous  impression,)  that 
the  features  of  the  bill  were  not  sufficiently 
fixed  by  votes  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
to  determine  all  the  members  to  vote  decisively 
for  or  agfidnst  the  rejection  of  the  bill  in  its 
present  state.  He  should  therefore  defer  his 
motion  until  the  Question  had  been  settled  as 
to  the  amount  of  auties  to  be  proposed  on  the 
leading  articles,  wool,  cotton,  and  iron. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
And  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
first  amendment,  (reducing  the  minimum  on 
woollens,  from  80  to  40  cents  the  square  yard,) 

Mr.  ToD,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures  that  no  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House  should  be  taken  up  by 
any  of  them,  in  this  debate.  Such  was  gen- 
erally, I  believe,  the  wish  and  intention  of  the 
frienda  of  the  bill.  But  now  some  few  things 
appear  almost  necessary  to  be  said.  One  thing, 
perhaps,  requires  to  be  repeated;  that  the 
measure  here  proposed  is  not  designed  chiefly 
to  promote  the  profit  of  manufacturers,  but, 
through  manufactures,  to  relieve  the  poverty 
and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
country.  Petitions  and  addresses  are  no  proof 
of  distress.  That  is  admitted.  Tet,  there  is  a 
certain  extremity  of  poverty,  which,  spreading 
over  a  great  extent  of  country,  wants  no  proof 
but  the  notoriety  of  the  fact«  Every  one  knows 
that  some  great  portions  of  this  Union  are 
almost  exclusively  agricultural ;  that,  with  few 
exceptions,  they  can  have  nothing  wherewith 
to  purchase  manufactures,  but  grain,  or  the 
products  of  grain.  It  is  evident  that  an  agri- 
cultural, grain-raising  people,  importing  the 
manufactured  necessaries  of  life  from  countries 
which  refuse  to  take,  in  return,  the  only  articles 
they  have  to  dispose  of,  and  for  which  articles 
they  have  no  other  market,  must  inevitably  be 
poor,  and  in  debt.  Statistical  recorded  facts 
wiU  of  themselves  give  proof.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wsbsteb)  has  ob- 
served, that  the  years  of  former  prosperity, 
selected  by  the  honorable  Speaker  from  his 
statements  of  exportation,  were  probably  those 
most  favorable  to  the  argument.  Take,  then, 
a  difierent  set  of  years.    Take  five  years  to- 


gether, those  of  1790,  '91,  '92,  '98,  and  '94. 
The  yearly  average  quantity  of  grain  and  flour 
exported  for  those  five  years,  was  1,421,385 
barrels.  Tiie  commercial  statements  of  that 
day  do  not  give  the  value.  But  Mr.  Pitkin  has 
calculated  the  value  for  1792  at  $7,649,887. 

Our  population,  in  1790,  was  about  four  mil- 
lions. In  the  present  times,  for  the  last  three 
years,  our  exportation  of  every  species  of  grain 
and  fiour  has  been  as  follows : 

1821  Barrels,  1,860,458    Value,  $5,184,999 

1822  1,098,768  6,827,510 
1828                •  1,074,528                  6,268,237 


Yearly  average,  1,177,949  Av.  val.  $5,925,249 
Our  population  has  now  reached  to  ten  mil- 
lions, and  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  during 
those  times  when  we  exported  breadstuffs  to 
the  amount  of  $7,649,887,  the  whole  agricultu- 
ral grain-exporting  population  of  the  United 
States  did  not,  probably,  equal  the  present 
population  of  one  single  State.  By  far  the 
greatest  proportion  of  our  increase  of  numbers, 
since  1790,  has  been  to  the  grain-raising  popu- 
lation of  the  country.  Large  States  and  Terri- 
tories, which  are  now  the  most  fertile  in  grain^ 
have  been  since  that  time  acquired,  or  were 
then  a  wilderness.  A  few  people  might  then 
have  been  encamped  in  the  West,  but,  to  all 
the  purposes  of  tiiis  argument,  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, have  been  since  settled.  So,  probably, 
one-half  of  the  grain-raising  parts  of  Virginia, 
Vermont,  Maine,  Georgia.  Add,  not  Terri- 
tories only,  but  States,  since  acquired,  and  now 
cultivated.  Add  the  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture, miUs,  roads,  and  in  all  the  facilities  of 
production  and  transportation.  I  will  not  dis- 
pute about  particular  items  and  sums.  What- 
ever deduction  any  gentleman  thinks  he  can  in 
conscience  ask  for,  let  him  make  it,  and  he  wiU 
find  that  our  country  could  now,  were  there 
any  adequate  market,  raise  and  export  five  times 
the  amount  of  grain  we  exported  thirty  or 
thirty-four  years  ago.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
travagant to  say,  that  those  parts  of  the  single 
State  of  New  York,  which  have  been  settled 
during  the  last  thirty-four  years,  are  now  capa- 
ble of  raising  and  exporting  more  grain  than 
was  exported  from  the  whole  United  States  in 
1790.  Thus,  with  all  this  increase  of  numbers 
and  capacity,  almost  beyond  calculation,  our 
exports  of  grain  are  reduced  from  $7,649,887  to 
$5,925,249;  while  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactures  has  been  increasing  with  the 
decrease  of  the  facilities  of  payment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Webstbb)  has  seemed  to  question  whether  this 
diminution  of  exports  shows  any  diminution  of 
prosperity.  On  that  head,  let  it  be  observed, 
that  the  most  vehement  of  the  opposers  of  this 
bill  are  so,  because  they  apprehend  that,  at 
some  future  day,  the  effects  of  the  measure 
may  be  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  some  part 
of  their  staple  commodity,  cotton.  Then  they, 
at  any  rate,  put  no  very  great  practical  faith 
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in  this  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. They  show  their  idea  to  be  that,  as  to 
cotton  at  least,  ^^  agricultare  without  a  market " 
may  he  an  inconvenience.  We  indeed  believe 
that  their  fears  are  most  groundless  in  suppos- 
ing that  domestic  manufactures  are  to  lessen 
the  demand  for  cotton.  We  believe  the  exactly 
reverse  effect  to  be  most  inevitable.  But  they 
are  clearly  right  in  insisting  that  a  defect  of 
market  must  be  certainly  hurtful.  For,  beyond 
all  doubt,  those  who  purchase  abroad,  without 
the  means  of  payment  abroad,  must  suffer  every 
description  of  pecuniary  vexation. 

Now,  in  one  case,  without  descending  into 
the  odious  particulars  of  misfortune,  I  would 
ask  whether  any  one  imagines  that  such  reduc- 
tion of  almost  all  the  means  of  decent  living,  as 
is  shown  by  our  commercial  records,  can  fall 
upon  such  multitudes  of  people,  without  oppres- 
sion? An  oppression,  the  more  intolerable, 
because  it  is  produced  solely  by  the  policy  of 
our  own  Government.  The  victims  of  it  have 
not,  since  the  dose  of  t^e  war,  ceased  to  petition. 
They  complain  that  the  only  surplus  products 
they  can  have  to  dispose  of  are  shut  out  from 
foreign  markets,  particularly  by  the  very  coun- 
tries whose  manufactures  we  consume.  They 
show  that  our  own  country  has,  within  itself^ 
all  the  means  of  producing  these  manufactures, 
without  paying  for  them  one  cent  of  tribute  to 
foreigners ;  and  that,  if  the  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment should  be  only  so  far  changed  as  to 
secure  to  them  the  privilege  of  supplying  with 
provisions  and  with  the  raw  materials,  the 
workmen  employed  in  tJie  fabrication  of  articles 
which  they,  the  agriculturists  of  our  country, 
themselves  consume,  they  might  be  relieved 
from  their  present  absolute  exhaustion,  and  be 
enabled  to  enjoy,  in  part,  at  least,  the  prosper- 
ity they  were  accustomed  to  during  the  general 
war  in  Europe.  They  show  that,  to  protect 
manufactures,  is  to  protect  agriculture,  and 
that  protection,  to  answer  any  valuable  purpose 
to  the  country,  must  be  a  liberal  and  bold  pro- 
tection, placing  our  manufactures  not  only 
beyond  tne  reach  of  foreign  competition,  buf 
beyond  the  fears  of  it  The^  show  that  they 
ask  nothing  new,  nothing  visionary  or  untried. 
And  they  prove,  by  the  invariable  examples  of 
nations,  that  the  dependence  of  any  country, 
exclusively,  upon  its  own  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industry,  is  the  sure  beaten  high 
road  to  private  wealth  and  national  power. 
With  these  complaints,  and  these  proofs,  suffer- 
ing, for  years  together,  distresses  produced 
solely  by  the  national  policy,  which^  under  any 
other  than  a  Republican  Government^  might 
create  an  insurrection,  these  petitioners,  coming 
here,  the  only  place  where  relief  can  be .  had, 
are,  it  seems,  to  be  told,  "  Honest  friends,  you 
have  altogether  mistaken  your  case;  we  see 
you  are  worn  to  the  bone,  sure  enough ;  but  it 
all  comes  out  of  your  independent  banks  and 
your  stop-laws."  Thus,  with  much  gravity,  it 
is  to  be  attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  the 
plain  and  palpable  consequences  of  the  distress 


of  the  country,  are  not  the  consequences^  but 
the  causes  of  it  Worse  than  all  that — we  are 
to  be  consoled  with  scraps  from  the  metaphys- 
eal books  of  the  economists,  and  it  seems  an 
experiment  is  to  be  made  upon  our  understand- 
ings, whether  we  are  composed  of  exactly  that 
sort  of  stuff  as  to  think  ourselves  fully  compen- 
sated for  the  severest  extremity  of  actual  pov- 
erty, by  imaginary  and  metaphysical  relief  and 
by  the  abacadabra  of  ^^  let  us  alone,"  and  ^^  get 
rich  by  making  nothing,  selling  nothing,  bat 
buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest" 

The  matter  and  substance  of  the  remarks 
upon  our  application  for  relief,  have  not  been 
much  helped  by  the  manner,  as  far  as  respects 
the  observation  of  one  gentleman — I  mean  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamix^ 
TON.)  Some  of  those  observations  I  did  not 
hear.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
no  doubt,  believed  me  to  be  present.  I  ought 
to  have  been  present.  The  truth  is,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Sout^  Carolina  came  to  a  part 
of  his  speech  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  com- 
mencing a  dissertation  upon  the  useful  and 
sublime  discoveries  of  the  political  economistB, 
calling  them,  or  some  of  tnem,  immortal^  &c^ 
thinking  I  had  heard  all  these  matters  before, 
I  concluded  nothing  would  be  lost  by  my  going 
to  the  committee-room  upon  some  committee 
business,  and  stayed,  perhaps,  longer  than  I  in- 
tended. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
charged  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  very 
directly,  with  gross  ignorance  of  their  bnsinesB; 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  had  been 
repeatedly  convicted  of  gross  ignorance.  I 
mention  this  matter  because  it  is  connected 
with  something  more  material,  and  not  for  the 
sake  of  any  personal  complaint  Besidea,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  already  ex- 
plained that  part  of  his  observations.  It  is 
proper  to  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures  have  not  yet  made 
pretensions  to  any  superior  learning.  As  to 
myself,  I  know,  perhaps,  better  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  my  own  inade- 
quacy to  this  station.  It  is  a  station  whidi 
was  not  sought  for,  nor  wished  for,  by  me. 
It  certainly  found  me  very  unprepared.  Much 
was  to  be  learned^  and,  no  doubt,  much  yet 
remains  unlearned.  But  my  humility  goes  no 
further.  It  is  not  admitted  &at  the  great  eaose 
of  domestic  industry  has  suffered  from  any  in- 
sufficiency of  the  Committee  of  Mannfactnrea. 
It  was  their  business  to  know  our  own  laws 
upon  the  subject,  and  all  the  changes  before 
made  in  them :  also  to  know  from  what  coun- 
tries and  in  what  quantities  we  draw  our  supply 
of  manufeu^tured  articles;  to  know,  also,  im>w 
they  can  be  paid  for,  and  what  commodities  of 
this  country  are  prohibited  or  permitted  to  be 
sent  in  return;  and  to  know,  farther,  Uie 
capacity  or  incapacity  of  the  several  parts  of 
our  own  count^  to  furnish  a  supply  for  our 
own  population.     • 

As  to  the  persons  who  have  attended  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  on  the  invitadon 
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of  the  committee,  or  without  invitation,  it  is 
dae  to  them  and  to  ns  to  saj,  that  thej  have  all 
been  citizens  of  onr  country,  and  gentlemen  of 
good  appearance  and  good  credit.  And  it  maj 
be  further  said,  that  among  the  fevr  of  them 
who  had  any  particular  interest  and  manufac- 
ture of  their  own  to  promote,  there  has  been 
scarcely  one  who  has  not  gone  away  disap- 
pointed. 

There  is  one  objection  to  this  bill,  which 
seems  to  require  peculiar  notice ;  an  oDJection 
that  has  been  most  vehemently  pressed  upon 
us  by  gentlemen  here,  and  by  memorials  and 
publications  without  number;  the  destruction 
of  commerce  and  the  navy.  Not  in  this  House, 
to  be  sure,  have  the  friends  of  domestic  manu- 
factures been  directly  charged  with  the  inten- 
tion and  design  of  destroying  trade  and  com- 
merce ;  it  is  only  contended  that  such  destruc- 
tion must  be  the  certain  effect.  But  out  of 
doors  our  opponents  are  not  quite  so  generous. 
There,  we  are  represented  as  a  rustic,  envious, 
malignant,  and  unprincipled  combination,  mak- 
ing agriculture  and  manufactures  a  mere  pre- 
tence for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  the  navy.  It 
is  degrading  to  plead  not  guilty  to  such  a 
charge,  but  the  falsehood  of  it  must  be  shown. 

The  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only. 
It  was  not  provoked  by  any  irgury  but  to  our 
trade  and  to  our  people  connected  with,  and  in 
pursuit  of^  trade  and  navigation.  Our  territory 
was  not  touched — our  citizens  on  shore  were 
not  molested.  That  able  paper  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war  mentions,  for  its  causes,  no  outrages 
but  those  to  commerce  and  seamen,  except  the 
misdrable  business  of  John  Henry,  which,*  in 
yery  doubtful  and  indefinite  language,  appears 
to  have  been  stuck  in  by  way  of  amendment. 
The  sections  of  our  country,  always  foremost 
and  unanimous  in  asking  protection  for  domes- 
tic industry,  and  here  assailed  as  enemies  to 
foreign  trade,  suffered  their  full  share  of  what- 
ever there  was  of  hardship  or  disaster  in  l^at 
war  for  commerce.  It  will  be  admitted  that, 
in  paying  taxes,  in  marching  against  the  enemy. 
and  here,  by  their  representatives,  they  did 
never,  for  one  moment,  shrink  from  the  cour 
flict,  in  the  darkest  of  times;  and  it  is  not  ex- 
travagant to  say  that,  under  God,  to  the  firm- 
ness of  these  people,  now  calumniated  as  the 
sordid  malignant  enemies  of  commercial  wealth, 
does  foreign  commerce  owe  every  solid,  sure, 
and  established  right  it  now  enjoys ;  and,  from 
their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  whole, 
their  contempt  for  the  low  and  selfish  principles 
upon  which  this  bill  is  opposed,  does  it  come 
that  we  now  have  a  flag  that  can  protect  for- 
eign trade,  and  that  we  are  not,  abroad,  tiie 
common  plunder  of  the  world. 

Yet  it  would  not  have  been  surprising,  in 
that  war  for  commerce,  on  occasions  of  ex- 
treme gloom  and  disaster,  which  often  happen- 
ed, if  some  timid  few,  or  some  demagogue, 
anxious  to  get  himself  into  Congress,  by  sup- 
planting some  of  those  who  had  voted  for  the 
war,  had  attempted  to  inflame  the  minds  of 


those  people  against  such  vexatious  war,  sup- 
ported by  their  blood  and  their  money,  to  re- 
venge injuries  done  to  foreign  trade.  But  even 
that  never  happened,  nor  was  the  man  found 
among  them,  who,  at  any  time,  would  declare 
his  willingness  to  give  up  the  contest  without 
securing  the  commercial  rights  for  which  it 
was  entered  into;  and,  since  the  war,  they 
will  be  found  to  have  adhered  to  the  same 
principles  of  attachment  to  the  commercial 
interest.  No  matter  how  iheir  requests  have 
been  received;  no  matter  from  what  selfish 
motives  their  interests  have  been  disregarded, 
if,  from  the  whole  immense  agricultural  popula- 
tion that  now  demands  a  tariff  of  protection,  a 
single  vote,  in  the  House,  cijan  be  found  to  have 
been  given  against  any  plan  for  extending  or 
protecting  foreign  commerce,  or  against  build* 
ing  ships,  or  providing  naval  materials,  or  send- 
ing embassies  to  promote  trade,  or  squadrons 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  Mediterranean  Sea,  or 
any  other  sea,  or  any  other  of  the  immense  ex- 
penses of  foreign  trade,  let  that  vote  be  pro- 
duced, and,  as  far  as  it  goes,  let  it  be  set  down 
to  enmity  to  commerce — ^but  I  believe  no  such 
vote  can  be  found. 

Does  any  gentieman  imagine  that  our  people 
who  sustained  that  commercial  war  with  such 
steadiness  and  spirit  did  so  in  pursuance  of 
doctrines  sn(^  as  we  nave  here  now'?  or  dream- 
ing that  in  case  of  success,  they  themselves 
were  to  be  excluded  from  every  possible  benefit 
of  it  ?  or,  after  exerting  tiiemseives  to  the  ut- 
most, and  risking  every  thing,  they  should  come 
to  the  merchant,  reinstated  in  their  rights  by 
their  aid  and  their  fidelity,  with  their  hemp, 
their  iron,  and  their  lead,  and  say  to  him,  *^  We 
have  no  customers  but  you.  K  we  raise  grain, 
we  have  no  market  for  it  There  is  nothing 
we  can  sell  but  the  things  we  have  here ; "  ana 
be  told  by  the  merchant,  **  True ;  your  hemp 
is  water-rotted  and  strong  \  your  iron  is  tough, 
and  good  for  cannon  and  anchors  and  shipbolts; 
but  it  is  all  country  make.  And,  friends,  you 
don^t  understand  the  new  light  of  political 
economy — it  is  only  when  you  come  in  the 
capacity  of  purchasers  that  we  can  deal  with 
you.  We  employ  the  workmen  and  farmers 
of  England,  Wales,  and  Bussia,  and  we  think, 
in  the  long  run,  we  can  save  something  to  our- 
selves by  it.  Ton  have  never  read  Adam 
Smith.  Every  man  for  himselJ^  is  the  only 
thing  for  the  country.  Here  it  is  in  the  book. 
In  this  way  we  enrich  ourselves,  as  we  know ; 
and  we  make  the  nation  rich,  as  the  book 
shows.  No  monopoly,  no  restriction,  except 
in  our  favor.  Let  us  alone,  until  another  war. 
When  the  doctrine  of  Algiers  comes  next  into 
fashion,  with  the  naval  powers  of  Europe,  or 
any  one  of  them,  you  may  then  have  just  so 
much  interest  in  navigation,  as  to  pay  taxes^ 
and  do  the  fighting  for  it"  Surely  no  manu- 
facturing or  agricdtural  man,  in  that  war  for 
commerce,  could  have  been  slave  and  fool 
enough  to  contend  in  the  cause,  had  he  im- 
agined that  there  was  no  community  of  in* 
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terests  in  this  nation;  no  advantage  by  com- 
merce bat  to  the  merchant ;  no  helping  of  each 
other ;  or,  if  he  had  foreseen,  what  has  since 
actually  happened,  that  the  very  peace  and 
commerce  contended  for,  with  such  profusion 
of  money  and  of  blood,  should,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  trifle  of  profit  to  a  handful  of  mer- 
chants, produce,  after  all,  nothing  but  prosperity 
to  foreign  nations,  and  chiefly  to  Great  Britain, 
with  whom  we  contended,  and  nothing  but 
destruction  and  death  to  three-fourths  of  the 
agricultural,  grain-raising,  and  manufacturing 
interests  of  our  own  country. 

There  is  one  species  of  commerce  which  we 
avow  ourselves  opposed  to.  It  is  that  which 
is  employed  in  bringing  from  abroad,  for  our 
consumption,  those  common  necessaries  of  life 
which  we  can  produce  at  home,  lead,  glass, 
iron,  hemp,  and  at  least  one-half  our  present 
supply  of  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods. 
And  here  arises  a  dispute  with  the  advocates 
of  commerce.  We  say  we  are  beggared  and 
undone  by  these  importations — ^that  we  nations 
which  send  them  to  us  will  not  take  in  return 
any  thing  we  have  to  spare.  We  say,  that,  to 
make  all  these  things  at  home,  will  take  nothing 
from  us  but  grain  and  things  which  we  at 
present  know  not  what  to  do  with ;  while  we 
are  utterly  exhausted  by  buying  them  from 
foreigners.  The  men  of  commerce  contend, 
that,  to  supply  us  with  these  articles,  is  one  of 
their  perquisites.  They  claim  it  as  a  right, 
not,  as  they  say,  altogether  for  their  own  profit, 
but  because  tiie  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  and  the  Navy  in  a  great  measure  de- 
pend upon  it.  Now  examine  the  case,  and  see 
if  this  trade  of  importation  of  goods  ought  to 
be  upheld  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchant,  or 
for  any  other  purpose.  First,  the  very  freight, 
the  benefit  so  mudi  talked  o^  is  not  confined 
exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  nor  to  our  own 
ships.  About  one-eighth  or  one-seventh  of  the 
importations  which  such  a  clamor  is  made 
about  the  profits  of,  are  by  foreigners,  in  foreign 
ships,  and  this  even  in  time  of  peace.  In  times 
of  war  with  any  naval  power,  even  that  miser- 
able advantage  of  freight  will  certainly  go, 
almost  entirely,  with  the  rest  of  the  profits,  to 
foreigners.  Even  if  it  could  be  secured  entirely 
to  our  own  merchants,  it  would  be  no  sort  of 
indemnity  for  the  evils  of  the  trade.  Observe, 
I  speak  only  of  tiiose  things  which  we  may 
have  made  at  home,  of  our  own  materials. 
But,  if  made  at  home,  there  is  no  freight  or 
profit  to  the  importer.  He  seems  to  think  it 
very  reasonable  that  we  should  agree  to  pay 
one  hundred  dollars  to  foreigners,  in  order  that 
he  may  gain  a  profit  of  ten  dollars,  or  fifteen. 
On  this  head,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  has 
been  often  said,  and  never,  as  I  know,  denied, 
that  more  than  half  of  all  the  importations  of 
manufactures  from  Europe,  are  by  foreigners 
themselves,  directly  on  their  own  account,  and 
vended  here  by  ^emselves  or  their  agents. 
From  that  fact  the  true  nature  of  all  this  alarm 
about  the  trade  and  the  Navy  of  the  country 


may  be  understood.    So  far  from  agreeing  that 
the  naval  power  of  the  country  depends  npon 
the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  in  preference 
to  the  domestic,  I  contend  that  all  we  hear 
about  the  destruction  of  trade  and  the  Navy, 
by   checking  the  importation  of  dry  goods, 
means  nothing  more  tiian  the  diminishing  tbe 
profits  of  the  importer.    Are  we  to  believe  that 
these   merchants   are   seriously  apprehenmye 
only  for  navigation  and  the  navy  ?    Why,  sir, 
it  has  been  during  this  very  session  of  Congresa, 
that  the  deplorable  case  of  our   spermaceti 
whale  fishery  has  been  presented  to  ns;  the 
noblest  nursery  and  school  of  the  noblest  sea- 
men perhaps  on  the  globe,  comprising,  two 
years   ago.   142  ships,  and  8,100  seamen — a 
quantity  or  tonnage  double  or  thrice  that  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  of  importing  all  the  woollen 
and  linen  goods,  and  cutlery,  and  hemp,  and 
lead,  and  glass,  and  leghorn  hats,  that  we  get 
from  Europe ;  and  a  boKdy  of  men  perhaps  com- 
bining a  greater  mass  of  nautical  skill,  hardi- 
hood of  bodv  and  mind,  devotion  to  country, 
discipline,  self-command,  and  obedience,  than 
was  brought  into  action  on  both  sides,  in  the 
battle  of  5ie  Nile — all  now  dwindling,  perish- 
ing, on  the  point  of  extinction.    But  has  any 
one  ever  heard  of  any  Chamber  of  Commeroe, 
or  any  merchants,  or  any  of  their  advocates, 
interfering  with  us,  or  anywhere  else,  in  favor 
of  this  perishing  whale-fishery? — ^they,  who 
can  snufi^  danger  a  mile  off,  to  the  navy  and-  to 
the  navigation,  when  it  threatens  to  stop  the 
importation  of  a  yard  of  calico,  or  -a  hob  nail: 
and  who,  almost  before  the  bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  domestic  industry  can  be  printed,  are 
here  with  their  remonstrances.     1  complain 
not  of  the  merchants.    They  wish  ns  to  im- 
port the  necessaries  of  life,  instead  of  making 
them  at  home.    They  are  right;  for,  by  it, 
they  gain  their  freight  and  profit.    They  wish 
to  go  far  for  our  supply,  and  they  are  right; 
for  the  farther  they  go,  the  less  chance  there 
is  of  competition,  and  the  greater  the  chance  dt 
profit.    Hence,  all  that  outcry,  some  years  ago, 
against  the  protection  of  domestic  cottons,  and 
the  exclusion  of  cheap  muslins  from  the  East 
Indies.    I  repeat  it,  the  merchants  are  right 
They  act  just  as   Providence  intended  &ey 
should  act,  taking  care  of  their  own  interest, 
and  adhering  to  that  solely.  They  were  created 
for  this  purpose,  and  all  very  good.    Th^e  is 
no  possible  harm  in  it ;  because  Providence  in- 
tended also  to  give  to  the  men  of  the  land  sense 
enough  to  take  some  little  care  of  themselvea^ 
and,  when  they  .are  the  immense  majority  of  a 
nation,  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  beg- 
gkrs  in  order  to  make  nobles  of  a  few  mer- 
chants ;  not  suffer  all  their  resources  to  be  ex- 
hausted in  paying  for  foreign  goods,  that  the 
merchant  may  be  enriched  by  the  profits  of 
transporting  them.  * 

I  pray,  then,  that  we  may  have  an  end  to 
this  charge  of  hostility  to  commerce ;  there  is 
not  solidity  enough  in  it  for  a  congregation 
from  the  wharves  of  a  citj.    To  import  the 
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necessaries  of  life,  which  may  be  produced  at 
home,  is  not  commerce ;  it  is  the  worst  abuse 
of  commerce ;  it  is  to  be  the  victim  of  com- 
merce. We  declare  ourselves  to  be  the  friends 
of  commerce,  when  we  profess  ourselves  the 
friends  of  industry  on  shore;  they  may  con- 
sist together — ^indeed  they  may  stand  better 
together.  We  are  not  bound  to  choose  between 
them ;  if  we  were,  I  should  say  that  the  land 
is  our  home,  and  not  the  sea.  I  should  say 
that  internal  wealth  and  manufacturing  indus- 
try can  of  themselves  create  commerce.  With- 
out them  commerce  is  precarious;  liable  to 
total  destruction  in  the  first  war  with  any  first, 
second,  or  third-rate  naval  power  of  Europe. 
With  them  commerce  is  imperishable.  Sink 
every  ship,  public  and  private,  in  the  ocean — 
with  domestic  industry,  and  freedom  from  for- 
eign tribute,  we  can  be  able,  in  less  than  five 
years'  time,  to  replace  them  all.  But  why  rely 
on  argument?  I  repeat  it,  we  have  experience 
to  go  by,  and  the  actual  fact  that  every  com- 
mercial nation  in  Europe,  without  exception, 
is  prosperous  exactly  in  proportion  to  the 
vigilance  with  which  it  protects  its  own  manu- 
facturing industry,  by  excluding  the  foreign, 
and  puts  down  tiiis  spurious,  pernicious  com- 
merce of  importation ,  of  mauufactured  goods. 
As  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  first  com- 
mercial country  of  the  world,  everybody  knows 
that  not  only  her  wealth,  but  her  salvation,  is 
supposed  to  depend  upon  her  naval  power  and 
her  commerce,  both  of  which  it  has  been  her 
aim  for  ages  to  promote.  If  any  interest  pre- 
dominates in  that  country,  it  is  the  commercial 
interest.  Yet  no  temptation  of  cheapness,  no 
employment  or  encouragement  of  shipping  or 
seamen,  no  argument  of  the  political  economists, 
has  ever  induced  her  for  one  day,  since  her 
naval  ascendency,  to  permit  the  importation  of 
any  article  for  domestic  use  which  domestic 
industry  could  possibly  be  made  to  produce. 
France,  probably  the  second  naval  power  of 
Europe,  follows  the  same  policy  with  the  same 
success.  So  other  countries;  and  fr^m  their 
examples,  and  from  the  contrary  examples  of 
weak  and  miserable  nations,  we  may  learn  and 
may  know,  that  to  employ  commerce  to  super- 
sede home  manufacture,  by  the  importation  of 
foreign  goods,  is  ultimately  as  destructive  to  the 
naval  power  as  it  is  to  the  domestic  industry 
of  a  country. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  industry  will  iry  ure  the  public  revenue. 
We  admit  that  our  present  revenue  is  derived 
chiefly  from  the  duties  on  importations.  Yet 
I  trust  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  side, 
that  the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  is  not 
the  only  means  of  raising  the  revenue.  And 
farther,  I  trust,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  while 
the  nation  eidsts,  and  while  our  people  are 
wealthy  and  prosperous,  there  never  can  be  a 
want  of  revenue  to  support  the  credi{  or  de- 
fence of  the  country.  There  must  be  taxes. 
The  question  is  only  as  to  the  preferable  mode 
of  taxation.    The  tax  on  imported  manufactures 


is  paid  by  the  people,  the  consumers.  It  is 
said  to  be  a  concealed  tax,  and  therefore  paid 
willingly.  Let  it  be  that  it  is  paid  willingly.  I 
deny  that  it  is  paid  ignorantly.  Now,  then, 
let  us  in  a  few  words,  With  an  eye  constantly 
to  the  bill  before  us,  examine  the  soundness 
of  this  policy,  which  is  contended  for  with  such 
gravity  by  some,  ^and  with  such  heat  by  others, 
of  importing,  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  manufac- 
tures from  abroad  which  we  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing at  home.  For  that  portion  of  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  iron, 
hemp,  lead,  glass,  and  Leghorn  hats,  now  im- 
ported from  abroad,  and  which  will  be  ex- 
cluded and  supplied  by  domestic  industry,  if 
this  bill  becomes  a  law,  we  now  pay  to  for- 
eigners, say  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
These  articles,  on  their  importation,  afford,  on 
the  average,  to  the  revenue,  a  tax,  say  of 
twenty-five  per  cent.  This  tax  is  paid  by  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  consumers  of  the 
goods.  It  amounts  to  $2,500,000 ;  which  sum 
goes  into  the  public  treasury.  Clearly,  the 
•people  of  the  country  not  only  pay  this  tax, 
but  in  paying  it  they  have  also  to  pay  the  prices 
of  the  articles,  the  ten  millions  of  dollars 
original  purchase  money.  They  must  pay, 
also,  the  importer's  profits,  the  merchant's 
profits,  the  freight,  the  insurance — ^not,  prob- 
ably, less,  altogether,  than  twenty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  $12,500,000.  So  that,  in  advanc- 
ing to  the  public  treasury  the  sum  of  $8,500,000, 
our  citizens  actually  pay  the  sum  of  $15,625,000 ; 
ten  millions  of  dollars  of  which  sum,  as  far  as 
respects  ourselves,  might  as  well  be  sunk  in  the 
ocean — ^perhaps  better — ^for  it  goes,  perhaps,  to 
rivals ;  perhaps  to  enemies.  At  any  rate,  our 
citizen,  contributing  by  this  sort  of  assessment 
to  the  support  of  his  Government,  for  every 
one  dollar  he  pays  to  his  own  country,  has 
four  dollars  to  pay  to  foreign  industry.  But, 
worse  than  any  tiling  yet  mentioned  in  this 
mode  of  raising  revenue,  is  the  circumstance 
that,  with  respect  to  the  greatest  proportion  of 
the  people,  who  pay  this  $15,625,000,  in  order 
to  place  $8,500,000  in  the  treasury,  so  far  are 
they  from  getting  the  slightest  incidental  ad- 
vantage from-  this  mode  of  supporting  their 
Government,  that,  by  it,  they  only  drive  their 
neighbors,  the  manufacturers,  into  idleness  and 
beggary,  and  deprive  themselves  of  the  only 
possible  market  they  can  have  for  their  agri- 
cultural productions.  And  this  is  the  very 
popular  mode  of  taxation  spoken  of.  Sir,  if 
there  is,  among  our  countrymen,  such  fanatical 
blindness,  as  to  prefer  to  pay  their  taxes  in 
this  way,  I  do  not  know  where  it  exists. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  0am- 
BBELENo,)  in  opposing  this  bill,  has  asked,  "  Do 
you  not  see  the  angry  war-clouds  gathering  in 
the  South  ?"  As  if  the  probability,  or  even  the 
possibility  of  war,  was  not  of  itself  the  strong- 
est reason ;  and  even  if  there  was  no  other,  was 
not  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  de- 
pendence upon  our  own  industry.     Whether 


786 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  OP  R.] 


TkeTtnifBia. 


[AmL,182i 


we  regard  the  revenae  necessary  for  carrying 
on  war,  and  the  inconvenience  and  danger  of 
stopping  it  at  the  time  it  is  moet  wanted,  or 
any  other  of  the  resources  demanded  for  car- 
rying it  on ;  or  the  loss  and  confusion  which  at- 
tend the  sndden  interruption  of  our  usual  sup- 
ply of  manufactures, — ^it  is  very  clear  that  do- 
mestic industry  is  more  wanted  for  war  than 
for  peace. 

There  is  a  matter  which,  as  it  has  been  al- 
ready discussejd,  I  sliall  advert  to  venr  briefly. 
It  is  said  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  pecu- 
liarly iigurious  to  those  portions  of  the  country 
whose  staple  article  is  cotton.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  it  has  been  asserted  (and  though 
denied,  tlie  denial  has  not  been  supported  by  fact 
or  argument  or  probability)  that  the  protection 
allowed  by  this  bill,  to  tiie  different  interests 
comprehended  in  it,  is  not  so  high  nor  so  com- 
plete, generally,  as  the  protection  by  the  ex- 
isting law  to  the  cotton  grower  of  a  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound  on  the  imported  article. 
And  further,  it  has  been  said  with  great  truth, 
that  no  artide  better  deserves  to  be  protected : 
and  that  there  is  no  portion  of  our  agricultural 
industry,  nor  scarcely  any  portion  of  our  manu- 
facturing industry,  that  requires  a  larger  pro- 
tection. The  consumption  of  cotton  in  our 
country  is  at  present  immense.  With  a  due 
encouragement  of  our  own  manufactures,  it 
must  be  next  to  incalculable.  Those  manufac- 
tures must  afford  a  certain  market — ^it  ought  to 
be  the  greatest  market — ^it  toill  be  the  greatest 
market. 

I  speak  the  opinioDS  of  men  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  subject,  when  I  say 
tnat,  with  what  is  called  f^ee  trade,  our  culti- 
vators of  cotton  must  be  undersold  by  other  na- 
tions ;  and  their  reasons  appear  conclusive ;  that 
it  is  an  article  which,  in  some  other  countries, 
has  but  lately  began  to  be  cultivated,  with  the 
greatest  success ;  and  that  nearly  all  countries 
where  it  is  raised,  are  possessed  of  advantages 
in  almost  every  respect  superior  to  ours ;  that 
they  have  generally  a  better  soil;  that  the 
greater  rigor  of  our  climate  in  winter,  makes 
Qie  clothing  of  slaves  in  our  country  much 
inore  expensive — while  the  greater  lenity  with 
which  they  are  treated,  a  lenity  produced  by 
our  laws  or  our  manners,  makes  their  labor  less 
profitable  to  the  master.  80  that  all  parts  of 
our  country,  those  most  unanimously  opposed  to 
this  bill  owe  the  most,  and  must  continue  to 
owe  the  most  to  the  system  of  protection.  If 
protection  is  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of  those  pro- 
tected, that  tax  is  imposed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  cotton  grower:  rightly,  I  say.  And  if  an 
increase  shsdl  be  required  to  effect  the  full  pur- 
pose, I  am  for  increasing  it.  But  I  am  not  for 
stopping  there,  but  for  giving,  upon  the  same 
principles,  a  just  and  equal  protection  to  do- 
mestic industry  wherever  else  it  may  be  wanted, 
so  as  to  secure  at  l6ast  our  own  markets  for  the 
productions  of  our  own  country. 

The  Question  was  then  put,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 


Yeas.— Meam.  Alexander  of  Virgiii]%  ASen  of 
Tennessee,  Archer, Baylies,  P.  P. Bubonr,  J.S. Btt- 
hour,  BarUett,  Bassett,  Blair,  Brent,  Bochsoan, 
Bnokner,  Burleigh,  Bnrton,  Camhreleng,  CampbeQ  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cazy,  Cobb,  Cocks,  Con- 
ner, Crowninshield,  Cnlpeper,  Cnshman,  Cathbot, 
Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  FancUj, 
floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gsniett, 
Gatiin,  Gist,  Grovan,  Gurley,  Hidl,  Hamilton,  Hirvej, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  lacki, 
Kent,  Kromer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  linooln,  liringifan, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
McEim,  Mangum,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moon  of  Ak- 
bama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Ono, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolpk, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Ssnoda^ 
Sandfoixl,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Akxaoder  Saf^ 
William  Smith,  Speight,  Spenoe,  Standefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  TattxiaU,  Thompson  of  Geoiipa, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vtnce 
of  North  CaroUna,  Warfield,  Webster,  WkUiffA, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Yimnia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  S.  CaroiiDfr-101. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Masssdnaetti, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecker. 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Cady,  CampbeQ  of  Ohio,  C* 
sedy,  Clark,  .Collins,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craift  Dmfte, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsyhwus  B- 
lis,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticat,  Forward,  Harii, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Heiidmer,  Hc^boom, 
Holoombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Jobs- 
son,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  lAwrenoe,  Letcher, 
litchfield,  Little,  livermore,  McArthur,  McKmb, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  MiDsij, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Manin,  Matlack,  Metcslfe,  Id- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Msz^lami, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  PennsylTsnia,  Patterson  rf 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rofjen. 
Rose,  Ross,  Soott,  Shaipe,  Sloane,  Sterling  Stewit, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  E;fi 
Test,  Tod,  TomUnson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tfsoo,  U4w> 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Renssehwjr,  Van  Wyck,  Vrntno, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittilesey,  White, 
James  Wilson,  Heniy  Wibon,  WiiBaR  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wrighfr— 99. 

So  the  Honse  ooncarred  with  the  Committee 
of  the  'Whole,  in  reducing  the  miDimom  on 
woollens  from  80  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  House  a4Jo^>™^ 


Thubbdat,  April  8. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  Jomr  Tauaiibw. 
in  place  of  William  Lee  Ball,  of  ViigixM,  de- 
ceased, appeared,  was  qnalified,  and  took  lui 
seat 

The  Tariff: 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  th* 
second  amendment^  and  decided  m  the  affini- 
tive without  a  division. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  third  am«»- 
ment,  which  is,  to  strike  out  the  words  "pnn*- 
ing  types"  from  the  class  of  twenty-fiw  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  duties.  This  amendment  ▼» 
agreed  to.  .     ^  j„ 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  to  waai,  in 
the  eighty-seventh  line,  the  following:  "<>»»» 
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'ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents 
per  sqnare  yard." 

The  fifth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  *'  on 
oil-cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil-doths  of  every 
description,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem." 

With  these  two  amendments,  the  clause  reads 
as  follows : 

"  On  Brosaels,  Yenetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  car- 
pot  and  carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  sqnare  yard ;  on 
all  ingruh  carpets  or  caipeting,  twenty-five  cents 
per  square  yard.  On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and 
carpeting  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  or  parts  of 
either,  twenty  cents  per  sqnare  yard;  on  oil  doth 
caipeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a 
duty  of  uiirty  per  centom  ad  valorem. 

Both  these  amendments  wer^  agreed  to,  the 
first  without  a  division,  and  the  latter  by  a  vote 
of  ayes  99,  noes  72. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  House's 
agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  that  amendment  of  the  bill  which  re- 
duces the  minimum  on  woollen  goods  from 
ei^ty  to  forty  cents  the  square  yard — 

Mr.  MoDuims,  of  South  Oarolina,  rose  and 
delivered  his  sentiments,  at  length,  in  favor  of 
agreeing. 

Mr.  CtJTHBBET,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Living- 
BTOK,  of  Louisiana,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
XrvBKBcoBB  of  New  Hampshire,  MoLabb  of 
Delaware,  and  Ton  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opoosi- 
tion  to  agreeing  with  the  committee  i  ana  by 
Messrs.  Livikgston  of  Louisiana,  Websteb  of 
Massachusetts,  Oobb  of  Georgia,  Mbbobb  of 
of  Virginia,  Randolph  of  Virginia,  and  P.  P. 
Babboub  of  Vir^nia,  in  favor. 

Mr.  Raisidolph  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  votaries  of  humimity — ^persons  who  could 
not  sleep,  such  was  their  distress  of  mind  at  the 
very-existence  of  negro  slavery— diould  persist 
in  pressing  a  measure,  the  effect  of  which  was 
to  aggravate  the  miseiy'  of  that  unhappy  condi- 
tion, whether  viewed  in  reference  t6  the  slave 
or  to  his  master — ^if  he  were  a  man  possessing 
a  nngle  spark  of  humanity — ^for,  what  could  be 
more  pitiable  than  the  situation  of  a  man  who 
liad  every  desire  to  clothe  his  negroes  comfort- 
ably, but  who  was  absolutely  prohibited  from 
BO  doing  by  legislative  enactment?  He  hoped 
that  none  of  those  who  wished  to  enhance  to 
the  poor  slave  (or,  what  was  the  same  thing, 
to  his  master)  the  price  of  his  annual  blanket, 
and  of  his  sordid  suit  of  coarse,  but  to  him 
comfortable  woollen  cloth,  would  ever  travel 
through  the  Southern  country  to  spy  out  the 
nakedness,  if  not  of  the  land,  of  the  cultivators 
of  the  soU.  It  was  notorious  that  the  profits  of 
slave  labor  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  on  the 
decrease,  and  that,  on  a  fair  average,  it  scarcely 
reimbursed  the  expense  of  the  slave,  including 
the  helpless  ones  whether  from  infancy  or  age. 
The  words  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  the  Convention 
of  Virginia,  still  rung  in  his  ears:  "They  may 
liberate  every  one  of  your  slaves.  The  Oon- 
Vou  vn,— 47 


gress  possess  the  power  and  will  exercise  it." 
Now,  sir,  the  first  step  towards  this  consumma- 
tion, so  devoutly  wished  by  many,  is  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  yet  still  further  diminish  the 
pittance  which  their  labor  yields  to  their  unfor- 
tunate meters.  To  produce  such  a  state  of 
things  as  will  insure,  in  case  the  slave  shall  not 
elope  from  his  master — ^his  master  will  run 
away  from  him.  Sir,  the  blindness^  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me — ^I  hope  gentlemen  will  pardon  tihe 
expression — ^with  which  a  certain  quarter  of 
this  country— I  allude  particularly  to  the  sea- 
board of  South  Carolina  and  Geor^a — ^has  lent 
its  aid  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government  on  points — ^to  say  the  least,  of 
doubtftil  construction — ^fiUs  me  with  astonish- 
ment and  dismay.  And  I  look  forward,  almost 
without  a  ray  of  hope,  to  the  time  which  the 
next  census,  or  that  which  succeeds  it,  will 
assuredly  bring  forth — when  this  work  of  de- 
struction and  devastation  is  to  commence  in 
the  abused  name  of  humanity  and  religion — 
and  when  the  imploring  eyes  of  some  will  be, 
as  now,  turned  towards  another  body,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  it  may  arrest  the  evil  and  stay 
the  plague. 

The  question  was  finally  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  agree  in  reducing  the  minimnm  to 
forty  cents—yeas  101,  nays  104. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  April  9. 
The  Tariff  BiU, 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  dedgn  to  enter 
into  a  discusfiion  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill  now  befbre  the  House.  Although  I  am 
ftdly  prepared  to  do  so,  yet  time  has  become 
so  precious,  and  so  much  has  already  been  said 
upon  the  sutject,  that  I  have  abandoned  any 
such  intention. 

I  will,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the 
committee  to  attend  to  some  observations 
which  I  shall  make,  in  reply  to  that  part  of 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Wkbbteb)  which  related  to  hemp 
and  iron.  The  reasons  which  that  gentleman 
urged,  with  great  ability  and  zeal,  against  an 
additional  duty  upon  these  articles,  were,  that  ^ 
much  injury  would  result  from  it  to  the  manu- 
facture of  dhips  and  to  the  navigation  of  the 
country.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks^  he 
alleged  that  our  navigation  had  been  left  de- 
pendent upon  its  own  resources,  without  any 
protection  from  Government :  that  it  was  in  a 
depressed  and  declining  condition ;  to  use  his 
own  phrase,  that  it  was  barely  able  to  keep  its 
head  above  water;  and  that  the  weight  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  bear  upon'  it,  by  the 
additional  imposts  on  hemp  'and  iron,  might 
destroy  it,  oi;  to  repeat  the  gentleman^s  words, 
might  be  the  last  ounce  which  would  break 
the  camel's  back.    As  a  oonsequence  from  all 


788 


ABRIDGMENT  OF    THE 


H.  ov  R.] 


2U  Tariff  SUL 


[Ann^l824. 


tliese  observations,  he  inferred  that  the  Navy 
was  in  danger  of  destmotion. 

In  opposition  to  this  argament,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  able  to  show,  conclnsivelj,  that  no 
branches  of  domestic  industry  have  ever  been 
cherished  by  the  legislation  of  this  country 
^  with  as  much  care  as  those  of  ship-building 
and  navigation;  that  both  these  branches, 
although  they  have  suffered  in  the  general 
depression  of  tlie  country,  are  now  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  any  other  portion 
of  domestic  industry ;  and  that  they  are  per- 
fectly able,  and  ought  to  be  willing,  to  bear 
the  addition^  duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  even  if  it  should  amount  to 
what  the  gentleman  supposes.  If,  said  Mr,  B., 
I  can  establish  these  positions,  it  will  result  as 
a  necessary  inference,  that  our  Navy  is  in  no 
danger  from  the  measure  now  under  consider- 
ation. 

8ir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
congress  which  sat  under  the  Federal  Oonstitu- 
tion,  wh^n  they  came  to  legislate  upon  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  country,  were  not 
guided  by  the  principles  which  we  have  so 
often  heard  reiterated  in  this  Hall.  They  did 
not  belong  to  that  school  of  politicians  whose 
principal  dogmas  are,  '^Let  trade  regulate 
Itself;*'  "Let  not  legislation  attempt  to  divert 
0      industry  or  capital  from  the  channels  in  which 

'  they  are  flowing  into  other  branches."  On  the 
contrary,  they  believed  that  the  manufacture  of 
ships,  and  their  navigation,  were  interests 
which  required  legislative  protection,  and  they 
afforded  it  in  the  most  effectual  manner. 

The  third  act  which  ever  passed  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  20th  July, 
1789,  imposing  duties  on  tonnage.  It  was 
Afterwards  repealed  by  the  act  of  the  20th  July, 
1790  ;  which,  however,  re-enacted  in  substance 
the  same  provisions.  Whilst  these  acts  declare 
that  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
arriving  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  pay  a 
duty  of  only  six  cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry, 
they  enact  that  all  other  ships  or  vessels  shall 
pay  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  except  those 
built  within  the  United  States  and  belonging 
to  foreigners,  which  shall  pay  thirty  cents  per 
ton.  The  legislative  protection  afforded  by 
these  acts,  to  that  portion  of  our  tonnage 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in  the 

•  fisheries,  was  of  a  still  more  decisive  character. 
Whilst  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  these  pursuits,  paid  a  duty  of  but 
six  cents  per  ton,  in  each  year,  those  ^^  not  of 
the  United  States"  paid  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon 
each  entry. 

In  addition  to  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own  citizens,  the 
act  of  the  10th  August,  1790,  added  10  per 
cent  to  the  rates  of  duties  imposed,  "  in  respect 
to  a]l  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  which 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States." 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  effect  of  this 
legislative  protection  upon  our  tonnage  and 


navigation  ?  Let  Mr.  Pitkin  and  Dr.  Seybert 
answer  this  question.  Mr.  Pitkin,  La  his  Yiev, 
declares  that — 

'*  These  extra  charges  on  the  naTigttioa  vA 
commeroe  of  foreign  nations  were  sofficient  to  dim 
from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  fofeign 
tonnage.  Ail  foreign  nations  were  affected  hj  tk 
system  we  had  adopted  in  favor  of  thefihip>ovnenii 
the  United  Statea  The  diminution  of  the  foreigB 
tonnage  employed  in  onr  trade  was,  with  Toy  fev 
exoepticms,  rapid,  regular,  and  permanent' 

Dr.  Seybert,  in  his  Statistical  Annals,  betn 
the  same  testimony.    He  states  that— 

*^  Our  discriminations  operated  povcHUly  in  ftnr 
of  our  shipping.  Vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  of 
200  tons  buden,  on  entering  our  portB»psid£20ua- 
nage  duty,  and  for  a  caxgo  of  the  value  of  je2,000,  tk? 
paid  £15,  extra  duty,  more  than  did  tLevesadsa 
the  United  States,  of  Ihe  same  tonnage,  and  ladeo  u 
aforesaid.  These  extra  'charges  were  sufficient  tv 
drive  from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  d:; 
foreign  tonnage.  All  foreign  nations  were  tSitaA 
by  the  system  we  had  adopted  ;  it  seemed  to  openfe 
luce  magic  in  favor  of  the  ship-owners  in  tbe  tiad 
States.  The  diminution  of  the  foreign  tonnage  cb- 
ployed  in  our  trade  was,  with  very  few  exoefitiitt 
rapid,  regular,  and  permanent.** 

I  will  freely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  thst  tbe 
wars  in  Europe,  and  our  neutral  conditioQ,  \j 
placing  within  our  reach  a  large  portion  oiti 
carrying  trade  of  other  nations,  assisted  to 
discriminating  duties  in  produdDg  their  efixi 
upon  our  navigation,  with  such  astooiaLis^ 
rapidity.  Dr.  Seybert  states,  that  "in  \1% 
our  shipping  was  not  suflScient  for  the  tnas- 
portation  of  the  domestic  produce  of  the  State; 
one-tJbird  of  that  which  was  then  employed  U 
that  purpose  belonged  to  foreigners;''  uidtU 
**  in  1793,  our  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  ererj 
other  nation,  except  Great  Britain." 

These  discriminating  duties,  and  the  vdO: 
ampled  increase  of  our  tonnage,  alarmed  t^ 
Government  of  Great  Britain.  They  dreaW 
the  rapid  progress  of  our  navigation,  and  ni*k 
it  a  primary  object  to  check  its  augmentation. 
For  this  purpose,  they  proposed,  in  the  jar 
1791,  "that  British  ships  trading  to  the  pcra 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  there  tre^ 
with  respect  to  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  j^ 
post,  in  like  manner  as  ships  of  the  Uuiw. 
States  should  be  treated  in  the  ports  of  Gk* 
Britain."  By  this  means,  they  expected  » 
crush  our  navigation  in  its  infancy.  They  wa* 
knew,  if  they  could  persuade  our  Governiwa 
to  cast  it,  at  that  period  of  its  existence,  op* 
the  ocean,  without  protection,  thev  ^^^ 
obtain  what  they  so  ardently  desired-i  ff^J- 
nopoly  of  our  trade.  They  were  oonnDWt 
that  our  navigation  could  not  then  endure 
competition  with  the  long-established  narjp- 
tion  of  Great  Britain.  • 

The  statesmen  of  that  day,  thanks  he  to  rw^ 
idence,  did  not  act  upon  the  modem  (fi^^^*r 
doctrines  of  political  economy.    Theyrtfoseo 
accept  this  oflfer  of  a  reciprocity  of  trade  w 
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tween  the  two  countries,  which  Great  Britain 
had  made.  They  did  not  adopt  the  principle, 
that  trade  should  regulate  itself.  No,  Hr. 
Speaker,  they  cherished  and  nourished  our  navi- 
gation in  its  infancy,  hy  protecting  duties ;  and, 
in  tills  manner,  infased  into  it  such  energy  and 
vigor,  that  it  can  now  fearlessly  go  forth,  and, 
upon  equal  terms,  challenge  competition  with 
tiie  world.  The  same  kind  of  protection  will 
produce  the  same  effect  upon  the  manu&ctories 
which  this  bill  proposes  to  encourage. 

Dr.  Seybert  informs  us,  that  these  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  tonnage  and  imports  alarmed 
the  British  merchants  and  ship-owners.  That 
was  a  most  favorable  omen.  In  this  particular, 
I  can  congratulate  the  advocates  of  the  present 
bill  that  they  are  equally  fortunate.  Every 
British  merchant,  every  British  agent,  and  every 
vender  of  British  goods,  within  tibe  United 
8tates,  have  taken  the  alarm.  Should  this  bill 
pass,  they  know  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant, 
when  they  shall  cease  to  drain  from  us  our 
wealth,  and  to  enrich  themselves  and  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturers,  at  our  expense. 

The  House  have  distinctly  perceived  the  ef- 
fect of  these  discriminating  duties  upon  the 
foreign  tonnage  of  the  United  States.  Their 
operation  upon  that  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  was  still  more  decisive.  In  this 'trade,  the 
voyages  from  port  to  port  in  the  United  States 
being,  comparatively  speaking,  but  short,  the 
burden  of  fiily  cents  per  ton,  upon  every  entry, 
imposed  tpon  foreign  vessels,  was  so  onerous, 
that,  in  its  effect,  it  soon  amounted  to  an  abso- 
lute prohibition.  Intliis  manner  our  own  navi- 
gation was  virtually  put  in  the  exclusive  pos- 
session of  that  important  branch  of  our  cora- 
merce^  long  before  the  act  of  1817  declared 
**  That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  imported,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  thereof; 
firom  one  port  of  the  United  States  to  another 
port  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  belonging 
-wholly  or  in  part  to  a  subject  of  any  foreign 
power." 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  these  acts  of 
Congress  went  much  further  in  protecting  our 
navigation  against  foreign  competition,  than  the 
bill  now  before  the  House  contemplates  going, 
in  regard  to  any  branch  of  our  agriculture  or 
manufactures.  And  yet  the  representatives  of 
the  navigating  interests  of  this  House,  not  only 
compMn  that  it  has  been  left  dependent  upon 
its  own  resources,  without  any  protection  from 
Government ;  but  they  are  the  nrst  and  loudest 
in  resisting  the  moderate  encouragement  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  other  branches  of  domestic 
industry,  b  this  grateful  ?  Is  it  generous  ?  Is 
it  just? 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
show  in  what  manner  tlie  acts  of  Oonffress,  to 
which  I  have  referred,  gave  our  ship-builders 
protection.  It  will  be  found  that  the  statesmen, 
by  whom  they  were  enacted,  had  a  proper  idea 
of  the  importance  of  encouraging  the  manufaO' 
ture  of  ships ;  and,  I  trust,  those  of  the  present 
day  are  not  so  degenerate,  that  they  need  to  be 


reminded  of  it  by  the  toasts  of  a  Prime  Minister 
of  England,  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Webbteb)  has  thought  fit  to  re- 
peat for  our  edification. 

We  have  seen  that  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  imports  and  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own 
citizens,  were  confined  in  their  operation  to 
**  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States.*'  To 
constitute  ^^  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,*' 
it  is  necessary  not  only  that  it  should  be  owned 
by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  but  that  it  should 
have  been  built  within  the  same.  This  is  a 
general  rule,  to  which  I  know  of  but  two  ex- 
ceptions— ^the  one  in  favor  of  vessels  captured 
by  our  citizens  from  the  enemy,  and  declared  to 
be  lawful  prize,  and  the  other  of  vessels  con- 
demned fbr  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws.  There 
never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  when  an  American  merchant  could  pur- 
chase from  a  foreign  ship-builder  a  vessel  built 
in  a  foreign  country,  and  have  her  so  naturalized 
under  our  laws  as  to  free  her  from  the  impo- 
sition of  these  discriminating  duties.  Of  con- 
sequence, the  domestic  manufacture  of  ships 
was  as  completely  protected  by  these  regulations 
against  foreign  competition  as  was  our  naviga- 
tion. The  ship-builder  and  navigator  moved 
hand  in  hand.  The  same  encouragement  was 
afforded  to  both,  and  the  same  success  attended 
that  encouragement.  We  are  now  able  to 
manufacture  ships  much  dieaper,  as  I  shall 
show  hereafter,  than  they  can  in  Great  Britain. 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  reflect 
what  would  have  been  the  present  condition  of 
our  ship-building  and  navigation,  had  the  same 
system  of  policy  been  pursued  in  relation  to  these 
important  interests,  which,  gentlemen  now  wish 
to  pursue  towards  our  domestic  manu&ctures. 
England,  our  great  rival,  possessed  tonnage  in 
abundance,  capital,  and  skill.  It  was  both  her 
interest  .and  her  inclination  to  overwhehn  our 
rising  navigation.  The  struggle  would  have 
been  between  the  vigor  of  manhood  and  the 
feebleness  of  infancy.  Our  navigation,  without 
protection,  must  have  been  crushed.  It  then 
stood  in  the  same  relation  to  British  navigation, 
that  our  infant  manufactures  do  at  present  to- 
wards the  long  existing  establishments  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  in  Great  Britain. 

The  very  same  arguments  which  the  navigat- 
ing interests  have  used  against  this  bill,  might 
have  been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  for  their  protection.  The  agricul- 
turists, who  had  produce  to  be  transported  to  a 
foreign  market,  might  have  argued  that,  if  freight 
could  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate  in  an  Eng- 
lish than  in  an  American  vessel,  they  had  a 
right  to  this  advantage ;  that  these  discriminat- 
ing duties  were  bounties,  paid  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  to  the  navigating  interest,  and, 
therefore,  they  should  not  be  imposed.  The 
shipping-merchants  might  have  said.  Let  us 
buy  where  we  can  buy  the  cheapest,  and  sell 
where  we  can  sell  the  dearest  If  it  be  for  our 
advantage,  permit  us,  without  the  payment  of 
discriminating  duties^  to  purchase  our  ships  in 
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foreign  countries.  Goveniment  shonld  not,  hj 
legislation,  divert  capital  from  other  branches 
into  fihip-bnilding  and  navigation.  Whenever 
it  shall  be  for  the  interest  of  individuals  to  em- 
ploy it  in  this  manner,  it  will  be  so  employed ; 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  the  inter- 
est of  tibe  nation. 

The  tme  answer  to  all  the  suggestions  of  this 
nature,  which  might  have  been  urged  against 
our  discriminating  duties,  and  have  been  used 
against  the  present  bill,  is,  that  a  wise  nation, 
Ij^e  a  wise  individual,  should  be  willing  to  suffer 
a  M9ing  temporary  inconvenience  in  the  be- 
ginning, that  it  may  attain  a  great  permanent 
good  in  the  end.  Should  you  plant  and  nourish 
.  those  domestic  manufactures  only,  which  are 
congenial  to  your  country,  and  of  which  you 
possess  the  raw  material  in  abundance ;  if,  in 
their  infancy,  you  shield  them,  by  protecting 
duties,  against  destruction  from  foreign  compe- 
tition and  foreign  capital ;  although,  for  a  short 
time,  tiie  price  may  be  enhanced  to  the  con- 
sumer, yet,  before  long,  it  will  be  reduced  b^low 
that  of  the  foreign  article.  Our  experience  with 
respect  to  coarse  cotton  goods  completely  justi- 
fies this  remark. 

But,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we  should  be 
governed  by  higher  considerations  than  these.  I 
would  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  same  principle 
that  I  woidd  for  the  erection  of  a  necessary  K)r- 
tification  or  the  building  of  a  navy.  Are  not 
the  woollen  and  the  cotton  manufactures  neces- 
sary to  our  independence  ?  Is  a  nation  perfectiy 
independent,  without  clothing  for  its  people, 
without  iron,  and  without  hemp  9  Is  it  eitner 
patriotic  or  wise  to  rely  for  the  means  of  defence 
upon  foreign  nations^  when  we  possess  them  in 
abundance  within  ourselves  ? 

In  the  days  of  peace,  whilst  those  nations  are 
aU  desirous  of  pouring  their  manufactures  upon 
Ufl,  and  of  exhausting  our  wealth  for  their  ag- 
grandizement, we  shall  experience  no  difSculty 
in  obtaining  supplies.  But,  let  the  clouds  of 
war  lower  over  our  heads,  let  the  nation  be  de- 
prived of  its  foreign  supplies,  and  cast  upon  its 
own  energies  for  its  defence,  and  what  will  then 
be  our  condition?  The  events  of  the  late  war, 
within  the  recollection  of  every  gentieman  on 
this  floor,  afford  the  best  answer  to  this  question. 
If  there  ever  was  a  nation  which  should  have 
been  taught  wisdom  on  this  subject,  by  the  les- 
sons of  experience,  it  is  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  wandering  from 
that  portion  of  the  subject  to  which  I  promised 
I  would  confine  mysell^  into  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  tiie  bilL  The  best  apology  which  I  can 
make  for  this  digression  is  to  return  to  it  im- 
mediately. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  navigating  in- 
terest, in  common  with  the  other  great  interests 
of  the  country,  suffered  considerable  depression 
in  consequence  of  the  general  peace  in  Europe. 
I  deny,  however,  that  this  depression  was  at  all 
in  proportion  with  that  experienced  either  by 
agriculture  or  manufactures.  During  the  long 
l>eriod  in  which  the  nations  of  Europe  were  in- 


volved in  war,  we  had  a  large  portion  of  tLe 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  The  general  padfi- 
cation  terminated  this  profitable  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  left  our  navigating  interests  depend- 
ent upon  its  own  resources,  and  those  of  the 
country.  It  will  be  found,  however,  upon  ex- 
amination, that,  notwithstanding  the  disadTan- 
tages  against  which  it  had  to  contend,  theGoT- 
emment  and  the  people  of  the  United  States 
sustained  it  in  this  crisis.  It  has  alwajs  beea 
the  favorite  of  our  legislation. 

The  American  tonnage,  employed  in  foreiga 
trade,  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  Tiiited 
States,  during  the  year  ending  the  last  d^j  of 
September,  1828,  was  775,271  tons.  This  is 
greater  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  ending  od 
the  last  dav  of  December,  since  1811,  except  the 
years  1816, 1817,  1819,  and  1820.  It  is  near^ 
5,000  tons  less  than  in  1817 ;  but  it  is  above 
20,000  tons  more  than  in  1818,  and  upwards  of 
5,000  tons  more  than  in  1821.  The  Moose  will 
understand  that  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  ton- 
nage which  paid  duties.  It  will  at  once  be  per- 
ceived, that  this  is  greater  than  our  actual  for- 
eign tonnage,  inasmuch  as  the  same  vessel  may, 
and  often  does,  pay  duty  more  than  once  in  a 
year.  I^  however,  we  look  at  the  actual  regis- 
tered tonnage  of  the  United  States,  engaged  i& 
foreign  trade,  the  prospect  is  equally  dbeering. 
It  has  been  gradually  increasing  for  seTeiu 
years.  I  hold  a  statement  of  it  in  mjhaDd, 
from  1816  up  till  1822,  both  inclusive;  frm 
which  it  appears  that,  in  1822,  it  amounted  to 
628,160  tons.  In  1818,  it  had  been  606,088. 
Between  these  two  periods,  its  increase  was 
22,062  tons.  Although,  firom  this  statement,  it 
appears  that,  in  1816,  it  was  800,759  tons,  in 
1817,  809,724  tons,  and  that,  in  1818,  it  mi 
suddenly  reduced  to  606,088  tons,  yet  this  is 
not  a  true  state  of  the  case.  The  Register  of 
the  Treasury  has  certified  that  this  sudden  de 
crease  arose  "  principally  from  the  registered  ton- 
nage having  been  corrected  in  1818,  by  stribug 
off  all  the  vessels,  the  registers  of  which  were 
granted  prior  to  the  year  1815,  and  which  wen 
supposed  by  the  collectors  to  have  been  lost  it 
sea,  captured,'^  &c. 

Whilst  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  ton- 
nage presents  nothing  calculated  to  produce  d^ 
spondence,  the  condition  of  that  employed  in  ocr 
coasting  trade  is  flourishing  beyond  example.  It 
has  been  increasing  gradually  and  rapidly  era 
fflnce  the  adoptipn  of  the  Fe!deral  Ck>n8titatioD. 
In  1816  it  amounted  to  522,164  tons.  In  1823 
it  was  624,188  tons.  Thus,  it  appears  that,  it^ 
the  short  space  of  six  years,  it  increased  more 
than  100,000  tons.  The  same  quantity  of  ton- 
nage, in  this  trade,  affords  employment  to  a 
much  greater  number  of  sailors  than  in  the  fo^ 
eign  trade ;  and  the  actual  tonnage  engaged  in 
each  is  now  about  equaL 

This  branch  of  our  commerce  must  grow  wim 
our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strengtli. 
Himmn  foresight  cannot  calculate  its  fatnre^^' 
tent  or  advantages,  should  it  be  directed  bj » 
wise  system  of  policy.     The  territory  of  this 
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nation  is  so  vast,  and  its  capacities  for  the  pro- 
duction and  manafactnre  of  almost  every  article 
of  necessity  or  Inrury  are  so  extensive,  that 
nearly  all  onr  mntnal  wants  will,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  be  supplied  by  a  free  and  nnre- 
stricted  commerce  with  each  other.  Besides, 
this  trade  will  be  a  powerfnl  means  of  perpetu- 
ating our  Union.  Providence,  by  rendering  the 
different  portions  of  our  country  dependent  upon 
each  other,  has  laid  the  foundations  of  that  in- 
tercourse which  will  bind  us  together  by  the 
adamantine  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affec- 
tion. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  must  strike  every  person 
with  astonishment,  who  examines  this  subject, 
that  our  foreign  tonnage  has  not  been  ^eatly 
diminished  since  the  general  pacification  of 
Europe.  How  has  this  interest  been  able  to 
support  itself  at  its  present  amount,  notwith- 
standing the  loss  of  the  foreign  carrying  trade  ? 
I  answer,  by  the  aid  of  Governmental  protec- 
tion ;  and,  although  this  allegation  may  be  at 
variance  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webstkb,)  I  hold  myself  bound 
to  prove  it. 

fii  the  year  1816  the  United  States,  believing 
her  marine  to  have  acquired  sufficient  strength 
and  vigor  to  sustain  a  competition  upon  equal 
terms  against  the  world,  proposed  to  all  nations 
a  fair  reciprocity  of  trade.  By  the  act  of  the 
8d  of  March  of  that  year,  we  declared  that  we 
■would  admit  into  our  ports  the  vessels  of  every 
nation,  carrying  articles  the  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  such  nation,  without  levying  any 
other  tonnage  or  impost  duty  than  was  levied 
on  American  vessels ;  provided  such  nation 
-would  admit  into  their  ports  American  vessels, 
laden  with  American  produce  or  manufactures, 
^thout  imposing  any  impost  or  tonnage  duty 
beyond  that  which  was  paid  by  their  own  ves- 
sels. On  the  3d  July,  1815,  the  United  States 
concluded  a  commercial  convention  with  Great 
Britain,  founded  upon  these  pi^nciples,  so  far  as 
respected  our  trade  with  her  territories  in  Eu- 
rope ;  but  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  were 
expressly  excluded  from  its  operation. 

The  British  Government,  after  the  general 
peace  in  Europe,  determined  to  adhere  rigidly 
to  their  colonial  system,  so  far  as  their  own 
navigation  was  concerned.  Although  they  were 
twilling  that  there  should  be  a  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  their  West  Indian 
and  North  American  colonies,  yet  they  insisted 
that  it  should  be  carried  on  by  their  own  ves- 
sels. The  ports  of  these  colonies  were  there- 
fore dosed  against  American  vessels,  and  they 
-were  entirely  excluded  from  any  participation 
in  the  trade. 

What  portion  of  our  citizens  was  injured  by 
the  exclusion  of  American  tonnage  from  these 
ports?  It  was  hot  the  farmer,  who  had  corn 
and  flour,  nor  the  planter,  who  had  tobac- 
co, nor  the  merchant,  who  had  lumber,  to  be 
transported  to  market.  To  them  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  no  importance,  whether  these  articles 


were  carried  to  the  West  Indies  in  an  English 
or  an  American  vessel.  In  either  case,  they 
could  be  exchanged  for  the  same  quantity  of  runif 
sugar,  or  molasses.  It  was  the  navigating  inter- 
est alone,  which  was  directly  injured  by  this 
regulation.  No  other  class  of  society  had  any 
concern  in  the  question,  except  that  general  one, 
which  every  good  citizen  ought  to  feel  in  pro- 
tecting the  usefhl  establishments  of  his  country. 
Our  navigating  interest  petitioned  Congress  for 
relief.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  For  their 
benefit,  we  conceived  the  bold  design  of  com- 
pelling Great  Britain  to  abandon  her ,  colonial 
system,  and  to  break  those  fetters  in  which  she 
had  for  ages  bound  this  portion  of  hor  trade. 
On  the  18th  April,  1818,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  passed  a  law,  declaring  that  "the 
ports  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  remain 
closed  against  every  vessel  owned  wholly  or  in 
part  by  a  subject  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
Migesty,  coming  or  arriving  from  any  port  or 
nlace  in  a  colony  or  territory  of  His  Britannic 
M^esty,  that  is  or  shall  be,  by  the  ordinary 
laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  closed  agidnst  ves- 
sels owned  oy  citizens  of  the  United  States." 
The  provisions  of  this  act  were  considerably  ex- 
tended by  those  of  the  supplementary  act  of 
the  16th  May,  1820. 

What,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which 
we  commenced  this  great  undertaking?  For 
its  accomplishment,  we  depended  altogether 
upon  the  patience  and  patriotism  of  our  people. 
The  contest  was,  whether  our  citizens  interest- 
ed in  the  trade  with  the  British  colonies,  or 
those  colonies,  could  the  longest,  and  with  the 
most  fortitude,  endure  its  destruction.  How 
much  those  citizens  suffered,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  will  appear  from 
the  very  able  memorial  from  Norfolk,  which 
was  presented  during  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress.  The  memorialists  urged  the  repeal 
of  these  acts.  They  stated  their  conviction, 
that  the  attempt  to  compel  Great  Britain  to 
abandon  her  colonial  system  was  altogether 
hopeless ;  as  she  had  ^'  often  and  openly  avowed 
her  determination  not  to  abandon  it  but  with 
her  existence."  They  declared  that,  under  ^e 
operation  of  the  existing  laws,  their  farmers 
their  merchants,  their  dealers  in  timber  and 
lumber,  in  fact  all  classes  of  their  citizens  were 
deprived,  in  a  great  measure,  of  their  former 
resources,  and  were,  many  of  them,  burdened 
with  debts  which  they  were  unable  to  pay. 
This  pictdre,  drawn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
folk, of  their  sufferings  for  the  benefit  of  our 
navigation,  is  applicable  to  every  other  part  of 
the  Union  interested  in  the  trade  with  the 
British  West  Indies. 

The  spirit  of  .the  country,  however,  nobly 
sustained  its  navigation  in  this  contest.  The 
great  agricultural  interest  stood  unmoved.  They 
were  willing  to  suffer  for  the  b^iefit  of  the 
ship-owners.  Congress  refused  to  repeal  these 
acts. 

Our  bold  policy  finally  triumphed,  and,  on  the 
24th  June,  1822,  sp.  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
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ment  repealed  their  colonial  system  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  and  opened  their  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  and  North  America  to  vessels 
belonging  to  our  citizens.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing, the  navigating  interest  complain  that 
they  have  been  left  unprotected  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  struggle  against  the  world. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  take  leave  to  remark, 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Websteb,) 
that  this  concession,  made  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  favor  of  our  navigation,  was  an 
evidence  that  they  were  departing  fi*om  their 
restrictive  system.  No,  sir;  if  it  proves  any 
thing,  it  is  the  efficiency  of  this  system.  This 
concession  was  extorted  from  them  by  the 
adoption  of  our  countervailing  restrictions,  and 
is  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  the  power  of 
that  policy,  when  properly  exercised,  to  obtain 
justice  from  foreign  nations.  However  much 
English  statesmen  may  talk  about  the  new  doc- 
trine of  the  freedom  of  trade,  they  take  care  to 
act,  in  every  case  of  importance,  upon  their  old 
principles.  It  is.  therefore,  not  improbable, 
that  the  scraps  or  speeches  made  by  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  and  others^  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  ^r.  Wkbstes)  has  collect- 
ed and  read  to  this  House,  have  found  their 
way  to  the  very  market  for  which  they  were 
intended.  Should  this  bill  be  defeated  at  the 
present  session,  as  I  trust  it  will  not,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  we  shall  have  a  fresh  supply 
of  the  same  articles  imported  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  In  Great  Britain  they 
dread  nothing  more  than  the  adoption  by  our 
country  of  that  system,  whidi  the  Speaker  has 
aptly  styled  the  American  policy.  Best  as- 
sured, sir,  they  will  leave  no  means  untried  to 
defeat  it. 

I  will  mention  one  other  example  to  show 
with  what  care,  and  at  what  expense  to  the 
other  interests  of  the  country,  this  Government 
has  fostered,  and  I  admit  wisely,  its  navigation. 
France,  immediately  after  she  had  extricated 
herself  from  the  long  wars  in  which  she  had 
been  involved,  devoted  herself  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  arts  of  peace.  Among  other  things, 
she  immediately  directed  her  attention  towards 
her  marine.  She  was  anxious  to  obtain  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  carrying  those  of  our  pro- 
ductions which  she  used  in  her  manufactures. 
For  this  purpose  she  established  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  cotton,  tobaccp,  and  potashes, 
imported  in  her  own  vessels,  which  are  equiva- 
lent to  a  tonnage  duty  of  from  $18  to  |^1  per 
ton.  The  navigating  interest  of  the  United 
States  took  th^  alarm,  and  memorialized  Con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  To  that  interest  Con- 
gress never  lent  a  deaf  ear.  On  the  15th  of 
May,  1820,  an  act  passed,  which  imposed  a 
countervailing  duty  of  $18  per  ton,  upon  all 
French  vessels  entering  tiie  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  consequence  of  this  measure  was 
the  suspension,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the  direct 
trade  between  this  country  and  France.  That 
profitable  branch  of  our  conmierce  was  at  once 


sacrificed  to  promote  the  interests  of  ov  naTi- 
gation.  The  House  will  readily  perceive  to 
what  degree  that  portion  of  the  citizens  uf  the 
United  States,  who  had  commodities  to  be  carried 
to  market  in  Franee,  must  have  suffered  iinder 
the  operation  of  this  system.  They,  however, 
suffered  without  murmuring;  because  thej 
knew  that  their  misfortunea  were  intended  to 
benefit  that  class  of  their  fellow-dtizena  coo- 
cemed  in  navigation. 

Our  countervailing  duties  on  French  tee- 
nage produced  the  desired  effect.  On  the 
24th  June,  1822,  the  very  day  on  which  the 
British  Parliament  opened  their  colonul  pons 
to  our  vessels,  the  convention  with  Fnnte 
was  concluded,  which  placed  our  carrriD; 
trade  with  that  country  upon  a  £ur  and  recip- 
rocal basis. 

From  this  brief  history,  we  have  learned  thst 
the  patience  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  iha 
country  have  obtained  for  their  foreign  naviga- 
tion a  signal  triumph  over  both  England  sad 
France;  and  have  opened  new  and  profitabk 
avenues  for  its  enterprise.  And  yet  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  that  interest  upon  this  floor,  oooh 
plain  loudly  that  it  has  been  left  unprotected. 
They  make  this  complaint  in  the  face  oif  a  sjstem 
of  legislation  in  its  favor,  which  is  unparalleled 
in  the  annals  of  the  country  in  regard  to  acr 
other  object  The  Government  watdied  over  its 
infancy  with  parental  care,  and  afforded  it  pro- 
tection against  foreign  rivals,  whilst  such  pro- 
tection was  necessary.  When  it  had  attsiced 
sufficient  vigor  to  fear  no  rival— when  a  fur 
competition  with  all  nations  was  that  which  it 
most  desired,  the  Government  obtained  for  it 
this  important  advantage.  Now,  when  iti»i2 
a  prosj^rous  situation,  having  got  everj  this; 
which  It  asked,  it  is  the  first  to  cry  out  a^aia^ 
affording  a  comparatively  trifline  protecdoo  ^ 
other  branches  of  American  industry,  h  this 
gratitude  ?  Is  it  even-handed  justioet  h  i 
doing  unto  others  as  you  would  they  should 
do  unto  you  ? 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  prove,  that  the  oavi- 
gation  of  the  country  is  perfectly  able  to  bear 
the  additional  duty  upon  iiemp'and  iron  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  GommittK 
on  Manufactures.  In  order  to  establish  this 
position,  it  will  not  be  neceeaary  to  add  modi 
to  what  I  have  already  said.  For  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  I  shall  suppose,  with  the  genito- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WebshsJ  thit 
the  small  additional  duties  upon,  these  artides 
will  be  permanent  additional  burdens  to  that 
amount  imposed  upon  our  navigation.  £^ 
under  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  interest  is 
able  to  bear  them ;  and  considering  what  h£ 
been  done  for  it  by  the  country,  ought  U>  besr 
them  for  the  common  good,  without  a  munnar. 

The  House,  I  feel  certain,  will  understand,  i 
do  not  admit  that  these  additional  duties  vili 
continue  to  be  additional  burdens  upon  the 
navigating  interest.  On  the  contrary,  I  firmflj 
believe  that  the  domestic  competition  which 
must  necessarily  spring  up  under  this  proteo- 
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tion,  will,  in  a  few  years,  redaoe  the  price  both 
of  hemp  and  of  iron. 

These  additional  duties  cannot  iignre  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  onr  coasting  trade.  This  por- 
tion of  onr  navigation,  which,  in  1822,  was 
nearly  eqnal  to  that  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
and  which  must  increase  rapidly,  has  no  com- 
petition to  dread.  It  enjoys  a  monopoly.  It 
will,  therefore,  sustain  no  loss  in  oonseqaence 
of  the  additional  duties,  because,  in  proportion 
as  you  enhance  the  price  of  the  vessel,  you  will 
increase  the  freight.  The  case  might  be  differ- 
ent, if  foreign  competition  were  not  altogether 
excluded.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  just,  that  this 
portion  of  our  tonnage  should  be  compelled  to 
use  the  hemp  and  iron  of  our  own  production, 
even  at  an  advanced  price  ?  We  have  estab- 
lished a  prohibitory  system  in  its  favor — should 
not,  then,  the  same  rule  be  adopted  in  favor  of 
our  farmers  and  manufacturers,  at  least  so  far 
as  respects  the  hemp  and  iron  necessary  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  the  vessels  which  it 
employs  ?  The  bill  before  the  House,  however. 
Instead  of  proceeding  thus  far,  only  imposes  a 
small  additional  duty  upon  these  articles,  and 
yet  it  has  been  denounced,  as  tJiough  it  would 
prostrate  the  navigation  of  the  country. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  our  foreign  ton- 
nage must  enter  into  competition  with  the 
world,  and,  therefore,  it  stands  upon  a  different 
basis  from  that  employed  in  our  coasting  trade. 
Under  these  circumstances,  can  it  endure  the 
proposed  additional  duties?  I  answer  boldly 
in. the  affirmative.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Websteb)  has  stated,  that  all 
the  materials  of  ship-building,  except  the  tim- 
ber, are  cheaper  in  England  than  in  this 
country. 

This  may  be,  and  no  doubt  is  the  case.  But 
is  not  timber  the  chief,  and  by  far  the  most  ex- 
pensive material  in  the  construction  of  a  ship  ? 
In  England  they  are  compelled  to  purchase 
this  article  in  foreign  countries,  and  to  pay  the 
heavy  expense  of  its  transportation ;  whilst  we 
possess  it  in  abundance  at  home.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  a  ship  of  the  same  tonnage  may 
be  built  much  cheaper  in  this  country  Sian  in 
England.  We  have  the  testimony  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Society  of  New  York  to  this  effect.  The 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  before  they  report- 
ed their  bill  to  this  House  in  January,  1821, 
addressed  certain  questions  to  the  Society,  two 
of  which,  with  their  answers,  I  will  take  leave 
to  read  to  the  House : 

'*  Question.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship  of 
say  800  tons  ?  What  of  an  American  of  the  same 
force  and  bnrden ;  and,  generally,  the  di£Eerence  in 
the  price  of  shipping,  by  the  ton,  in  each  oonntry 
completely  equipped  ? 

JLDvwer.  A  British  ship  of  800  tons,  equipped  for 
sea,  will  cost  $24,000,  or  $80  per  ton.  An  Ajnerican 
ship  of  the  same  quality,  will  cost  $18,000,  or  $60 
per  ton. 

Question.  The  quantity  of  iron  and  cordage  to  the 
100  tons  of  shipping? 

Answer.  It  will  require  four  tons  of  iron,  1,500  lbs. 


of  copper  bolts,  4^  tons  cordage,  and  20  bolts  of  duck 
to  the  100  tons.** 

In  answer  to  another  question,  the  same  So- 
ciety state,  that  *^  foreign  vessels  would  not 
have  a  preference,  in  our  ports,  over  American 
built  vessels,  unless  at  a  reduction  in  freight  of 
25  per  cent.,  or  advantages  equivalent,  at  the 
port  of  destination." 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  additional  duty  of 
$7  60  per  ton,  proposed  upon  iron  by  the  bill, 
as  reported,  on  a  ship  of  300  tons  burden,  would 
amount  only  to  $90,  and  that  upon  hemp  would 
be  equal  to  about  $200.  How,  then,  sir,  can 
this  additional  duty  of  $290  upon  a  ship  of  800 
tons,  seriously  injure,  much  less  destroy,  our 
navigation  ?  Is  it  possible  we  can,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  be  alarmed  by  such  a  clamor,  when 
we  consider  that  a  vessel  of  this  description 
now  costs,  in  England,  our  great  rival  in 
navigation,  $6,000  more  than  it  does  in  our 
country  ? 

It  has  been  urged^  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Websteb,)  against  the  pro- 
posed additional  duties  on  hemp  and  iron,  that 
if  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these  articles  to  sup- 
ply the  domestic  demand,  were  produced  in 
tms  country,  that  our  navigating  interest  would 
lose  their  freight  from  Russia  and  Sweden. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  has  it  come  to  this?  Shall  we 
be  compelled  to  purchase  articles  in  foreign 
countries  for  no  other  reason  but  to  increase 
the  employment  for  our  navigation  ?  Are  all 
the  other  interests  of  the  country  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, that  the  welfare  of  this  one  may  be  pro- 
moted? .1  trust  not.  It  appeal's  to  me  that  the 
bare  statement  of  this  argument  is  its  best  refuta- 
tion. We  are  asked  to  buy  hemp  and  iron  from 
foreigners — we  are  called  upon  to  transport  our 
wealUi  to  distant  countries  to  pay  for  these 
articles — ^and  for  what  reason?  Not  that  we 
cannot  produce  them  in  abundance  for  our- 
selves ;  not  that  we  need  them ;  but  simply  be- 
cause the  favored  dass  of  our  citizens  concern- 
ed in  navigation  want  to  e^joy  the  advantages 
resulting  from  their  carriage.  You  must,  sir, 
purchase  tlie  merchandise,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  freight.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has 
come  out  boldly  and  avowed  this  position. 

After  what  I  have  already  said,  it  will  bo 
necessary  I  should  add  a  few  words  only,  con- 
cerning the  Navy ;  because  it  is  manifest  that 
it  cannot  be  injured  by  the  additional  duties 
upon  hemp  and  iron^  if  I  have  taken  a  correct 
view  of  their  operation  upon  our  ship-building 
and  our  navigation.  I  feel  myself  constrained, 
however,  to  make  one  or  two  observations  on 
this  subject. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Navy.  One  of 
the  earliest  political  maxims  impressed  upon  my 
mind  was,  that  it  would  be  our  most  safe  and 
natural  bulwark  against  foreign  invasion.  This 
opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the  victories 
which  it  achieved  during  the  late  war — vic- 
tories which  have  equally  covered  both  itself 
and  the  nation  with  glory.    I  would,  tiierefore, 


744 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


H.  OF  R.] 


The  Tariff  BUl-^Frymg  Pam. 


[iLROu»18S4. 


warn  its  true  friends  to  have  a  care  how  they 
introdace  it  into  every  debate  upon  the  subject 
of  this  tari£Pl  Like  all  the  other  institutions 
of  this  country,  it  must  depend,  for  its  support, 
upon  public  opinion.  Withdraw  that  from  it, 
and  it  must  and  will  sink.  Are  those  gentle- 
men, then,  its  genuine  friends  who  wield  it  as 
the  chief  weapon  of  opposition  against  the 
present  bill? 

K,  whenever  any  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and 
to  benefit  its  landed  interest,  shall  be  introduc- 
ed into  Congress,  the  cry  is  resounded,  that  it 
cannot  be  adopted,  because  thereby  you  may 
ii^ure  the  Navy ;  the  people  will  at  last  begin 
to  believe  that  there  is  something  incompatible 
between  their  prosperity  and  its  existence.  If 
they  shall  at  any  time  be  impressed  with  this 
conviction,  which  I  trust  in  God  they  never 
may,  but  to  which  the  course  of  argument  that 
has  been  pursued  by  the  enemies  of  this  bill 
directly  leads,  its  swift  destruction  will  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  The  people  will  not 
continue  to  sustain  an  institution  which  they 
have  been  taught  to  believe  stands  as  a  perpetual 
barrier  against  the  adoption  of  any  system,  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures of  the  country,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  whose  glory  their  own  welfare  must  be  the 
sacrifice.  The  Navy  has  nothing  to  fear  except 
from  such  friends  and  from  itself.  Kecent 
events  have  alarmed  its  true  friends  with  seri- 
ous apprehensions  that  it  has  become  intoxicat- 
ed with  prosperity,  and  has  been  relaxing  in 
discipline.  I^  at  this  moment,  when  such  im- 
pressions are  abroad  throughout  the  land,  it 
shall  be  made  the  instrument  by  which  this  bill 
shall  be  defeated,  and  you  should  pass  the  one 
now  on  your  t^ible  creating  a  magnificent  estab- 
lishment of  vice  admirals  and  rear  admirals,  *the 
consequence  may  be  justly  dreaded.  Should 
these  measures  not  shake  its  standing  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people,  I  confess  for  one  I  shall 
be  disappointed.  Thanking  the  House  for  their 
attention,  I  shall  not  trouble  them  longer  upon 
the  subject,  having  already  said  much  more 
than  I  intended  when  I  rose. 

When  2dj.  Buohanan  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  SiswABT,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  spoke 
at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Wxbstsb,  McDutfib,  and  HAHiLTOiir; 
and  when  he  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
bv  yeas  and  nay&  at  a  quarter  before  four 
o^slock,  when  the  House  agreed  to  the  reduction 
— yeas  120,  nays  85. 

A  motion  to  a^oum  was  then  made,  and  car- 
ried— ayes  102,  noes  90. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


Satitrdat,  April  10. 

United  States  Pur  chaws  qf  Land /or  Federal 
Purposes  within  the  States, 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  liir.  Wabfield  on  the  6th 


instant;  and  the  same  being  modified,  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  SIbIm 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  sabmitted  to  thn 
House  a  statement  of  the  several  purehaaee  of  real 
estate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  within  tibtb 
territorial  limits  of  any  State,  mnoe  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1776,  for  pnbUo  pniposes,  in  pnisoaiioe  of  any 
act  of  Ck>ngres8,  or  by  any  department  or  oflioer  of 
the  General  Goyemment,  denoting  in  each  case  Ae 
particular  authority  under  which  each  parchaae  vas 
made ;  its  date,  and  the  end  or  use  for  which  it  m» 
effected;  the  nature  of  the  estate  thereby  acquired; 
and  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  and  to  wbtsn 
such  estate  was  conveyed ;  together  with  the  &ct 
whether  such  purchase  was  or  was  not  accompamed 
with  the  express  consent  of  the  State  of  whoee  ter- 
ritoiy  such  real  estate  constitoted  a  part ;  and  in  tha 
former  case  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  special 
jurisdiction  aooompanied  Uie  cession  or  i 


The  Tariff  Bill 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  bong 
the  further  consideration  of  the  amendments 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the 
bill  ^^  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impoeing 
duties  on  imports,"  was  again  taken  up. 

The  question  being  put  on  ooncurrixig  in  the 
insertion  of  the  following  clause :  '*  On  3l  other 
fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  SO  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem,''^ 2dj.  Randolph  said  he  could  not  oc»i- 
sent  that  the  people  should  be  taxed,  even  if  it 
were  but  a  penny  or  two  a  pound  upon  tea, 
without  knowing  who  taxed  them ;  he,  there- 
fore, called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  upon  the 
question.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  aooordingiy 
taken — ^yeas  128,  nays  59. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments,  to  reduce  the 
proposed  duty  on  scythes,  to  strike  out  the 
duty  on  fowling-pieces,  drawing-knirea,  Ac, 
were  agreed  to. 

Frying  Pans. 

On  the  amendment  which  propoeee  to  strike 
out  the  duty  of  25  cents  eacn  on  fiying  p«ni^ 
and  insert  four  cents  per  pound,  as  the  outy, 
Mr.  Ba^sdolfh  said  this  also  was  a  tax  on  the 
people,  and  he  must  call  for.  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  A  short  discussion  took  place  npon 
t^e  propriety  of  this  amendment,  between  MessrsL 
MoDuFFiB,  Tod,  Gambbeueno,  and  Shasfb. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  by 
yeas  168,  nays  25. 

So  this  amendment,  also^  was  ooncurred  in. 

The  several  amendments,  proponns  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  griddles  and  grimrona,  on 
indigo,  and  on  Prussian  blue,  and  to  increase 
the  duty  on  Epsom  salts  from  three  to  four 
cents  per  lb.,  and  to  insert  a  duty  on  rape  seed 
oiL  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  clause,  ^*  On  molasses  ten  cents 
per  gallon,"  was  decided  by  yeas  65,  nays  132. 

So  this  amendment  was  rejected. 
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The  next  amendment,  proposinff  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides 
that  *^  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  all  articles  com- 
posed or  mixed  of  various  materials,  shall  paj 
the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  manufactured 
fh)m  any  of  such  materials  are  subject,"  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  liie  bill,  which  provides  that 
there  shall  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on 
any  article  the  amount  of  bounty  or  premium 
allowed  on  that  article,  an  the  country  from 
which  the  same  is  exported,  was  decided  by 
yeas  144,  nays  53. 

8o  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment^ proposing  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to 
allow  a  drawback  on  silk  goods,  which  may 
have  been  unpacked  for  the  purpose  of  djreing, 
ataining,  printing,  or  cleansing  them  from  stains, 
dEC,  the  same  sa  if  they  had  not  been  so  un- 
packed, passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  adopted  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Wholcy  specifying  the  different  duties  on  wines, 
-was  then  taken  up.  Some  remarks  were  made 
upon  this  subject  by  Messrs.  Wbioht  and 
HoEiM. 

Mr.  MoKdi  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  '^Burgundy,  Ohampagne,  Bhenish, 
and  Tokay,"  as  su^ect  to  the  same  duty  as  is 
imposed  on  Madeira  wine,  say  70  cents  per  gal- 
lon.   This  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  such  Spanish  wines 
OS  were  not  enumerated  in  it,  so  as  to  leave 
them  subject  to  the  duty  already  imposed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member,  also,  moved  to  reduce  the 
proposed  duty  on  **Fayal  and  all  other  wines 
from  the  Western  Islands,"  from  40  to  80  cents 
per  gallon.    This  was  not  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  reduce  tho  proposed  duty 
on  Malaga  wine  from  80  to  25  cents  per  gallon ; 
which  was  also  disagreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  **  50  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,"  as  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on 
«<  Olaret  wines,  and  all  other  wines  not  before 
enumerated,  in  bottles,"  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of *^  80  cents  per  gallon."  This  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Wxbstsb  and  Milleb,  and  supported 
by  liir.  MoEiM.    It  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  on  Olaret  and 
Malaga  wines.  The  amendment  was  not  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  it  out,  and  inserting  a 
new  section,  imposing  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  on  all  wines  imported  in  botties  and 
cases ;  and  on  aU  wines  imported  otherwise  than 
in  bottles,  40  per  cent. ;  provided  that  no  duty 
on  any  wine  shall  ever  exceed  100  cents  per 
galloD.  This  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Wsbsteb  and  Poinsett.  It 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 


in  the  amendment  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  amended  by  the  House,  and  was 
decided  by  yeas  66,  nays  126. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

2iir.  ToD  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  clause  which  now  reads  thus: 
"  On  cotton  bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard,"  the  words,  '•^  until  the  dOth  4ay 
of  June  next,  and  six  cents  per  square  yard  after 
that  time."  This  amendment  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Tod,  Coox,  Lstoher,  and  Wbioht,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Bbent,  Cobb,  Owen,  and 

MoDUTFUB. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was 
decided  by  yeas  97,  nays  99. 
So  the  motion  of  Idr.  Tod  was  rejected. 
The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Wednesday,  April  12. 
Water  to  the  PresidenVs  ITouse,  and  the  ^eeeth 
tive  Offices, 
Mr.  CoNNEB  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

jRetoIffedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  $9,126 
have  been  disbursed,  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1819,  for  pimdiasing  a  lot  of 
land,  and  for  constructing  pipes  for  supplying  the 
Executive  offices  and  President's  house  with  water. 
Also,  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
$10,000  have  been  expended,  which  was  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  80th  of  April,  1818,  for  graduating 
aad  improving  the  President's  square. 

The  Tariff  BW^WoolUne. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterdav,  which  was  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Tariff  bill,  when — 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum 
valuation  (of  forty  cents  per  yard)  on  woollens, 
and  to  insert,  after  the  words  "  on  all  manufac- 
tures of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com- 
ponent part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent  ad  vaUh 
rem^  until  June  80th,  1825,  and  after  that  time 
a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,^^  the  following  words:  *^  until  June 
80, 1826,  and  after  that  time  a  duty  of  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 

Mr.  McEiM  advocated  the  amendment  in  a 
few  observations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connepticnt,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  A  distinguished  member,  to 
whom  I  shall  not  now  allude,  for  reasons  which 
will  be  well  understood,  but  whose  arguments 
will  not  plead  privilege,  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  has  told  us,  ''  That  the  great  lead- 
ing policy  of  this  Government  must  be  changed ;" 
*^  that  a  new  system  must  be  adopted;"  ^*  that 
we  must  become  a  great  manufacturing  nation ;" 
that  the  people  of  these  United  States  must  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  pursue  the  occupations  of 
their  own  choice,  or  employ  their  capital  and 
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their  indnstrj  in  those  pursuits  to  which  tiieir 
own  good  judgment,  or  their  natural  advantages, 
their  education,  and  their  skill,  are  best  adapted; 
but  the  farmer  must  leave  his  plough,  and  the 
sailor  his  ship,  and  the  merchant  his  counting 
house,  and  be  immured  within  the  walls  of  large 
manufacturing  establishments;  that  your  agri- 
culture and  your  commerce  must  become 
tributary  to  manufactures;  that  agriculture, 
the  mother,  and  commerce,  the  elder  sister, 
must  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  man- 
ufactures, the  younger  sister,  the  miss  in  her 
teens.  This  is  the  new,  this  is  the  grand 
system  of  policy,  which  you  propose  to  force 
upon  the  good  people  of  these  United  States. 

Sir,  you  will  spon  find  your  impotence  and 
your  weakness  in  this  attempt.  The  people  are 
yet  your  masters,  although  you  may  think  them 
your  slaves.  Before  you  can  effect  this  great 
change  in  the  leading  policy  of  the  country, 
you  must  first  make  the  people  slaves.  I  am 
well  aware,  if  you  could  carry  your  new  sys- 
tem of  policy  into  full  and  complete  effect,  the 
people  would  soon  become  slaves ;  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  your  Government  would  be  en- 
tirely changed ;  the  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty, on  which  alone  a  free  government  can 
long  exist,  and  the  independent  spirit  of  our 
hardy  yeomanry,  would  soon  be  destroyed; 
your  Government  changed  into  a  purse-proud 
aristocracy,  and  your  population  become  lords 
and  tenants. 

But  this  you  cannot  effect.  Any  attempt  to 
force  the  people  of  these  States  into  this  silk- 
worm policy,  by  the  magic  power  of  your  tariff 
bills,  will  prove  abortive.  Their  habits  are  too 
deeply  rooted.  The  great  variety  and  fertility 
of  soil,  the  immense  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
ocean  which  washes  nearly  three  thousand  miles 
of  your  coast ;  the  mcgestic  navigable  rivers 
which,  like  the  grand  arteries  in  the  human 
body,  flow  from  the  heart  of  your  country  to 
the  ocean,  speak  a  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  and  never  will  be  disobeyed; 
you  must,  and  wiil,  be  a  great  agricnlt^al  and 
commercial  nation,  in  spite  of  all  youi*  legisla- 
tion. 

You  may,  by  your  restrictions,  embarrass  and 
fetter  their  enterprise  for  a  short  period;  you 
may  legislate  them  into  adversity,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  legislate  a  people  into  pros- 
perity. 

The  greatest  degree  of  national  and  individual 
wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skill, 
and  capital,  to  find  then-  own  employment  ana 
investment  unshackled,  and  encourage  a  free 
and  unrestricted  trade.  Every  attempt  of 
Government  to  direct  or  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  capital,  or  enterprise,  is  mischievous. 
The  only  object  of  a  wise  Grovemment  should 
be,  to  remove  obstructions  to  the  free  use  of 
capital  and  industry.  The  politicians  of  Great 
Britain  have  become  sensible  of  the  truth  of 
this  position,  and  are  receding  from  the  system 
of  arbitrary  dictation  and  restrictions,  and  shall 
we  now  plunge  into  it  ?    Shall  we,  at  this  time^ 


put  on  the  tattered  garments  of  an  exploded 
policy  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  was  never 
designed  to  authorize  its  destmction,  or  pre- 
scribe its  channels.  It  may  be,  and  often  is, 
necessary  to  suspend  it  by  embargo,  for  a  time, 
as  the  most  emcient  mode  of  protectioQ ;  boi 
the  interests  of  agriculture  or  mannfiictares 
clumot  be  improved  by  continued  restrictions 
on  commerce. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  imposing  heavy 
duties  on  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  other 
countries,  but  retaliation,  by  nmilar,  or  perhaps 
even  higher  duties  on  our  productions  in  their 
ports,  which  will  drive  us  entirely  from  their 
markets,  and  turn  the  channel  of  dieir  trade  to 
other  countries,  for  those  supplies  which  we 
can  furnish  in  abundance?  Aiid,  while  we  are 
destroying  our  conuneroe,  in  the  wretched  at- 
tempt to  foster  our  manufactures  by  law,  Europe 
will  monopolize  the  whole  trade  with  the  South 
American  States,  and  we  shall  find,  to  our  cost, 
that  there  is  no  foreign  market  for  our  man- 
ufactures, which  have  been  nursed  with  so  mneh 
care  in  this  hot-bed  system ;  bat  we  must  be 
compelled  to  use  our  own  manufacturea,  and 
agriculture  must  pay  the  increased  price,  and 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  our  revenue,  while 
the  produce,  as  well  of  agriculture  as  niann£M> 
tures,  will  be  confined  to  home  consumptioiL 
I  ask,  will  this  increase  your  wealth  and  your 
independence?  Will  this  iurmsh  a  market  ^v 
your  surplus  produce?  Will  this  eaooangd 
domestic  industry  ? 

Commerce  has  afforded  you  about  (400,000,- 
000  of  revenue!  Will  your  manufiustiirera, 
without  a  foreign  market,  be  able  to  supply  the 
deficit  of  duty  on  imports?  Can  you  ooUect 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  from  man- 
ufactures, even  if  you  could  transform  all  your 
hardy  seamen  and  farmers  into  spinnen  and 
weavers?  Your  manufacturing  interest  gen- 
erally, even  now,  is  less  deprcised  tiian  yoor 
agriculture  and  commerce,  when  skilfallj  and 
prudently  managed.  What  stronger  evidenoe 
of  this  &!ct  can  there  be,  than  that  mftnufa(rtor> 
ing  capital  is  rapidly  increasing?  Ton  biTe 
abeady  afforded  protection  to  this  brandli  of 
industry,  equal  to  nearly  40  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  your  fabrics;  and  if^  with  this  boontj, 
they  cannot  compete  with  foreign  mannfactoreiv 
at  home,  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  ing^micy 
of  that  gentleman,  aided  by  the  whole  iM^st  of 
professional  gentlemen,  to  show  how  our  man- 
ufactures are  to  find  a  fair  competition  in  fore- 
ign markets,  when  yon  add  to  the  original  cost 
the  fr-eight  and  insurance  to  a  foreign  market 

In  our  country,  sir,  every  branch  of  lawfnl 
industry  is  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  your 
fostering  care,  and  has  a  right  to  demand  equal 

Erotection  from  the  Government.  Your  tariff 
ill,  by  taxing  one  interest  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  another,  operates  as  a  bounty,  which 
lays  every  other  interest  under  contribution  Ibr 
the  support  of  the  manufacturer,  and,  is,  there- 
fore, unequal  and  unjust ;  it  taxes  the  maaj  for 
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the  support  of  a  few.  As  a  general  principle, 
the  perfect  freedom  of  trade  or  commerce,  which 
is  the  interchange  of  commodities,  should  never 
be  restricted  or  hardened,  except  for  the  neces- 
sary purpose  of  revenue,  in  the  benefits  of  which 
every  portion  of  the  community  is  interested ; 
and  by  universal  consent,  every  well-regulated 
Government  has  resorted  to  it. 

The  policy  of  England,  which  the  gentleman 
has  taken  as  a  model  for  his  new  American  pol- 
icy, is  quoted  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to 
prove  its  utility,  and  the  necessity  of  adopting 
this  new  system  of  political  economy. 

Sir,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  sub- 
ject is  not  better  understood.  Her  wisest  states- 
men deprecate  that  policy,  to  which  they  have 
been  driven  by  necessity,  in  order  to  meet  the 
enormous  expenses  incurred  in  her  long-pro- 
tracted continental  wars.  Her  system  of  boun- 
ties, and  drawbacks  of  excise,  which  some  of 
our  knowing  ones  seem  to  admire,  and  to  con- 
mder  as  the  true  philosopher's  stone,  the  magic 
-wand  which  has  produced  her  great  wealth,  is 
nothing  but  the  miserable  effect  of  her  other- 
"wise  ruinous  system  of  restriction ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman might  have  found  the  table  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  groaning  under  the  petitions  of 
her  suffering  subjects,  painting  in  colors  equally 
glowing  with  his  own  description  ^  imagmary 
distress  in  this  happy  country,  and  signed  by 
ten  times  the  number  of  half-starved  victims 
•which  have  been  obtained  by  hawking  petitions 
about  our  country  for  signatures.  Her  system 
is  a  mere  opiate  to  relieve  extreme  distress — a 
dose  of  poisonous  or  noxious  drugs  to  counteract 
a  raging  disease,  and  the  temporary  relief,  af- 
forded by  this  violent  remedy,  has  been  mis- 
taken by  some  of  our  politiccd  doctors  as  evi- 
dence of  perfect  health  in  the  body  politic. 

I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe  that  the  zealous 
admirers  of  British  policy ;  the  warm  advocates 
of  this  wonderful  tariff  bill— this  patent  medi- 
cine, which  is  to  cure  all  diseases,  really  intend- 
ed to  hazard  the  operation  of  this  "  nostrum" 
as  a  mere  experiment  upon  the  healthy,  youth-* 
fal,  and  vigorous  constitution  of  our  infant 
country,  merely  to  test  its  effects;  that  they' 
mean  to  produce  disease  merely  to  show  their 
skill  in  curing  the  patient.  No,  sir;  gentle- 
men, in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  deceived 
by  the  visionary  dreams  of  pamphleteers  and 
political  quacks,  who  have  inundated  this  coun- 
try with  their  "  specifics  "  and  "  nostrums ;" 
who  have  conjured  up  imaginary  scenes  of 
distre9s,  borrowed,  perhaps,  from  novels,  or 
the  effusions  of  a  fervid  imagination  in  painting 
scenes  of  distress  in  other  countries  to  which 
we  are  total  strangers ;  or,  perhaps,  merely  for 
the  mercenary  purpose  of  finding  a  catch-penny 
market  for  their  books,  by  the  relation  of  horrid 
tales,  made  up  to  frighten  old  women  or  cred- 
ulous children : — ^like  the  story  of  the  "  Jersey 
dancers,  who  were  represented  as  having  dflunced 
their  teet  otf  to  the  fiddle  of  the  Arch  Deceiver, 
and  were  lett  dancing  on  the  stumps  of  their 
legs  after  the  feet  were  worn  off." 


I  ask  any  member  of  this  committee  if  he  has 
seen  any  such  picture  of  extreme  distress  in  this 
country?  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Bbown,)  on  the  subject  of  iron,  indeed, 
told  us,  he  had  seen  a  sheriff  hovering  about 
his  iron  works,  and  probably,  the  iron  was  hot ; 
but  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  any 
of  the  owners  or  workmen  were  starving  for 
want  of  bread ;  or  that  there  was  any  insurrec- 
tion  or  rebellion  against  the  laws ;  or  that  the 
bloody  scenes  of  Manchester  were  exhibited  in 
the  State  founded  by  the  peaceful  Penn. 

That  the  golden  days  of  our  prosperity  have 
continued  unclouded  to  the  present  time,  no  one 
will  claim.  The  whole  civilized  world  has  re- 
ceived a  shock  by  the  sudden  transition  from  a 
state  of  universal  war  to  universal  peace.  The 
best  remedy  is  repose;  universal  languor  and 
lassitude  is  the  natural  effect  which  is  uniform- 
ly produced  by  violent  exercise,  and  unusual 
excitement  in  the  human  body,  and  rest  and 
quiet  repose  are  indispensable  to  restore  the 
system.  Apply  the  same  principle  to  the  body 
politic,  and  its  effects  will  be  found  equally 
salutary. 

Every  interest  in  our  country  is  gradually  re- 
covering from  the  shock  which  has  affected 
every  class  of  our  citizens ;  and  if  the  officious 
interference  of  misguided  legislation  does  not 
prevent  it,  our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures, will  soon  find  their  proper  place  on 
a  peace  establishment.  Your  tariff  of  1816 
was  intended  to  afford  relief  to  your  manufac- 
tures. It  did,  like  the  British  policy,  afford  a 
temporary  relief;  but  its  effects  are  still  visible 
on  our  commerce,  and  sensibly  affects  and  in- 
jures our  agriculture;  and,  at  this  moment,  and 
for  more  than  three  years  past,  has  depressed 
our  manufactures  by  restrictions  imposed  on 
our  commerce.  For,  let  me  assure  gentlemen, 
that  manufactures  can  no  more  exist  and  flourish 
without  commerce,  than  animal  life  can  be  sus- 
tained without  air. 

Agriculture  is  the  first  and  noblest  employ- 
ment of  man.  On  this  we  depend  for  subsist- 
ence. It  is  the  mother  of  commerce,  and  all 
the  useful  arts.  With  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion, commerce,  or  an  interchange  of  commodi- 
ties of  necessity,  springs  into  being,  because  the 
variety  of  soil  and  climate  produces  a  variety 
of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  adapted  to  our  con- 
veniences and  our  wants,  and  manufactures  of 
different  kinds  spontaneously  grow  up  to  meet 
the  necessary  demands  of  both  agriculture  and 
commerce.  The  mere  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties with  our  neighbors — the  passing  of  an  arti- 
cle from  hand  to  hand,  requires  but  little  aid 
from  manufactures;  but  the  labor  of  many 
artists  is  required  ta  build  the  ship  to  carry  on 
commerce  with  foreign  nations ;  and  I  believe 
I  may  safely  say,  that  ship-building,  at  this 
moment,  employs  more  native  American  citi- 
zens than  all  the  manufactories  of  the  country. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  must  be 
clear,  that  any  attempt  to  build  up  manufac- 
tures on  any  other  foundation  than  agriculture 
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and  commerce,  or  upon  the  ruins  of  either  of 
these  great  interests,  would  be  as  absurd  and 
preposterous  as  to  attempt  to  build  a  house  on 
a  soap  bubble.  What  has  supported  the  man- 
ufactures of  Great  Britain — what  the  man- 
ufiactures  of  India,  but  their  commerce  with  the 
whole  civilized  world?  The  amount  of  sup- 
plies always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  r^- 
ulated  by  the  demand.  Commerce  is  the  great 
artery  through  which  the  blood  flows  to  the  ex- 
tremities, which  returns  with  supplies  through 
the  veins  again  to  the  heart,  and  gives  life  and 
energy  to  the  whole  system.  It  is  truly  the 
tis  vita  of  the  system. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  there  are  two 
classes  of  politicians  in  this  country — the  one 
devoted  to  foreign  policy,  who  would  lay  duties 
on  imports  only  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
and  has  attempted  to  prove  (with  what  success 
we  shall  probably  see  hereafter)  that  this  policy 
actually  encourages  the  industry  and  manufac- 
tures of  foreign  countries  to  the  injury  of  our 
own.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  very  gratifying 
to  th^  committee,  I  presume,  if  the  gentleman 
had  told  us  what  country  had  adopted  this 
policy,  except  our  own,  previous  to  the  tariflT  of 
1816.  The  other  dass,  to  which  he  professes  to 
belong,  and  which  he  is  pleased  to  style  the 
American  policy,  would  adopt  the  system  of 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  which  Bonaparte 
attempted  to  enforce  against  Great  Britam,  as 
the  last  desperate  effort  to  distress  his  invete- 
rate enemy,  and  which  he  then  called  the  Con- 
tinental Policy  of  Europe — a  system  of  entire 
exclusion  and  prohibition  of  British  manufac- 
tures on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  while  at  the 
very  same  time,  the  boasted  ^^Army  of  Eng- 
land," as  he  then  styled  it,  was  dad  in  Britidi 
manufactures.  Spain,  poor  degraded  Spain, 
has  tried  this  same  system  of  restrictions  and 
prohibitions,  until  she  has  sunk  from  the  lofty 
station  which  she  once  held  in  the  scale  of  d&- 
tions  to  her  present  condition,  but  a  small  re- 
move from  colonial  vassakge.  England,  in 
time  of  war,  has  resorted  to  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  from  every  dass  a  heavy  contribu- 
tion. And  now,  sir,  we  are  told  this  is  the  new 
discovered,  true  American  policy — ^lay  prohib- 
itory duties  on  imports  from  foreign  countries : 
destroy  your  commerce,  which  has  fumi^ed 
your  whole  revenue ;  prevent  the  export  of  any 
of  your  produce  by  prohibiting  the  import  of 
any  thing  in  return ;  prohibit  any  interchange 
of  commodities  with  foreign  nations :  and  all 
this  to  find  a  market  for  our  surplus  produce, 
and  for  our  domestic  manufactures  1 

The  gentleman  highly  extols  the  British 
policy,  (which  he  will  claim  as  American,) 
because  the  enormous  amount  of  taxes  paid 
in  England  furnishes  strong  evidence  of  her 
prosperity  and  ability  to  pay!  I  strongly 
suspect  the  American  people  are  not  very 
ambitious  of  showing  evidence  of  their  pros- 
perity in  the  same  way,  by  the  amount  of 
taxes  they  can  pay.  Besides,  sir,  it  will  re- 
quire a  long  course  of  instruolion,  and  strong 


argument,  to  convince  us  that  the  Uoodj  t 
at  Manchester  among  the  starving  manii- 
facturers,  or  the  famine  and  distress  in  IreUiiid, 
furnish  the  best  evidences  of  prosperity  and 
happiness,  or  induce  our  people  to  »dopt  thor 
policy,  or  excite  a  wish  to  exchange  conditioiBL 

But,  sir,  in  the  same  speech  in  which  the 
gentleman  has  recommended  the  adoption  of 
this  system  of  encouraging  manufactures  by 
restrictions  on  conunerce,  he  has,  if  I  under- 
stood him  correctly,  declared  himself  ^^the  firm 
friend  of  a  free  commerce,  upon  the  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity."  The  propositions  made 
by  him,  in  committee,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whiskey  trade,  of  an  increased  jduty  oa  molas- 
ses of  100  per  cent,  which  must  entirely  de- 
stroy the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  or  impose 
a  heavy  tax  on  the  laboring  poor,  I  do  not  feel 
myself  bound  to  reconcile  with  his  argam«itk 

The  gentleman  has  expressed  his  extreme 
mortification,  on  looking  at  a  book  lately  pub- 
lished in  England,  in  which  the  writer  states 
^^  that  Great  Britain  enjoys  a  more  profitable 
trade  with  the  United  States,  since  their  inde- 
pendence, than  when  they  were  colonies.^  Sir, 
this  would  not  be  the  first  time  in  which  par- 
ticular and  detached  parts  of  a  work  have  beca 
quoted,  in  support  of  particular  tenets^  or  ]»e- 
conceived  opinions,  if  such  were  the  case  here; 
which,  however,  I  will  not  believe  was  de- 
signed in  this  instance.  But,  sir,  if  the  g^itk- 
man  had  read  the  whole  work,  in  m j  opinioB, 
he  would  have  found  stronger  grounds  for  ex- 
ultation and  national  pride,  than  for  *•*'  mortifi- 
cation." The  writer  has  endeavored  to  recon- 
cile the  British  nation  to  the  loss  of  Uie  ode* 
nies,  by  proving  that  she  has  enjoyed  a  belter 
trade  with  us,  as  an  independent  nation,  than 
she  ever  did,  or  ever  could  have  enjoyed,  if 
these  United  States  had  remained  Britifili  colo- 
nies. He  contrasts  our  present  oonditioiL  with 
that  of  the  colonies ;  paints,  in  glowing  colon, 
our  prosperity;  and  recommends  the  entire 
abandonment  of  the  colonial  policy,  and  that 
Canada  should  become  also  independent^  be- 
cause she  now  costs  the  mother  ooontry  more 
than*she  is  worth. 

The  tariff  of  1816,  avowedly  supported  on 
the  same  principle  of  giving  a  spring  to  do- 
mestic industry,  and  encouraging  our  in&Dt 
manufactures,  as  the  present  tariff  bill,  has  been 
in  Aill  operation  for  seven  years ;  and  if  the 
picture  of  distress,  so  ably  drawn  by  the  gentle- 
man, be  a  fair  representation,  we  should  sop- 
pose  that  gentlemen  would  be  more  disposed  to 
abandon  it,  than  to  increase  the  evils,  by  ex- 
tending this  system  of  American  policy.  Odb 
petition,  from  Delaware,  contains  mndbi  nsefid 
instruction  on  this  subject:  ^*The  duties  on 
low-priced  cottons,  amounting  neariy  to  prohi- 
bition, have  created  such  competition  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  artide,  it  cannot  be  mano- 
factured  to  a  profit ;"  and  they  pray  Gongress 
to  increase  the  duty  on  the  finer  cottons,  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  some  part  of  the  ci^ital 
now  employed  in  coarse  cottons  to  the  : 
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fhotare  of  fine  cottons,  or  to  some  other  em- 
plojment*  The  only  answer  I  can  give  this,  is, 
if  this  has  been  the  effect  ^^  in  the  green  tree, 
what  will  be  done  in  the  drj  ?  "  While  you 
still  have  some  commerce  remaining,  and  these 
ooarse  cottons  find  their  way  to  South  Ameri- 
ca, what  will  be  the  condition  of  these,  and  all 
other  manufactures)  when  your  commerce  is 
destroyed  ? 

Perhaps,  sir,  this  should  be  called  the  Amer- 
ican policy.  It  is  the  policy  which  has  been 
adopted  in  our  country,  in  relation  to  banks, 
which  by  this  time  must  be  tolerably  weU  un- 
derstood in  some  parts  of  our  countiy.  Tou 
now  propose  to  adopt  the  same  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  manufactures.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  call 
it  by  what  name  you  will,  it  is  a  ruinous  policy. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  the  present  system 
operates  unequally ;  some  portions  of  the  coun- 
try suffer  greater  distress  than  others.  And 
how  does  he  propose  to  remedy  this  evil  f  By 
making  the  others  suffer  as  much  I  Are  we  to 
engage  in  the  unprofitable  contest  which  can 
do  the  other  most  harm  ?  Would  it  not  be  bet- 
^  tor  to  adopt  a  liberal  system  of  policy,  instead 
of  further  restrictions,  and  leave  industry,  en- 
terprise, and  capital,  free  from  any  unnecessary 
restraint?  Each  portion  of  the  country  would 
then  prosper  in  proportion  to  their  natural  ad- 
yantages,  and  their  mdustry  and  economy. 

The  gentleman  has  endeavored  to  prove  that 
oar  agriculture  and  commerce  are  languishing, 
by  a  paper  calculation,  showing  that  our  ex- 
ports nave  not  increased  in  proportion  to  our 
population.  Such  a  calculation  is  as  deceptive 
as  the  estimates  of  the  '^balance  of  trade 
.  against  us  ;'*  because  we  sold  our  produce  in  a 
foreign  market,  for  more  than  it  cost  at  home, 
which  was  much  relied  on  by  the  friends  of  a 
former  tariff;  but  seems  now  to  be  abandoned. 
If  the  labor  of  one  man  is  capable  of  produc- 
ing sustenance  for  one  hundreo,  does  it  follow, 
that  if  our  population  has  increased  ten-fold, 
that  the  foreign  demand  must  increase  in  the 
same  ratio  ? 

But)  sir,  we  have  been- told  that  our  com- 
merce is  already  destroyed,  and  therefore  this 
bill  cannot  iigure  it  But  does  your  receipts 
from  imports  prove  this?  From  whence  do 
you  derive  twenty  millions  of  dollars  revenue? 
It  is  true,  your  agriculture  and  your  conmierce 
languish,  even  more  than  your  manufactures; 
every  interest  is  in  some  degree  depressed ;  tod 
what  is  the  cause  ?  It  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  true  cause  to  enable  you  to  apply  the  proper 
remedies.  Several  causes  have  combined  to 
produce  this  result  The  enjoyment  of  the 
whole  carrying  trade  for  the  belligerents  of 
Europe,  during  the  long  Oontinental  war,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution 
until  the  jealousy  of  Great  Britain  towards  our 
risiDg  commerce,  and  the  inveterate  hostility  of 
France  against  England,  produced  titie  famous 
Orders  in  Oouncil  and  French  decrees,  which 
ahnost  swept  our  commerce  from  the  ocean, 
and  which  produced  on  our  part  the  adoption 


of  the  restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse,  and  finally  of  war  witti  Great  Bri- 
tain, had  induced  our  citizens  to  engage  deeply 
m  commerce.  From  the  year  1790  to  1805, 
this  country  enjoyed  uninterrupted  prosperity ; 
perhaps  no  nation  on  earth  ever  increased  so 
rapidly  in  wealth ;  our  commerce  literally  cov- 
ered the  ocean,  and  our  flag  waved  over  every 
sea.  Our  surplus  agricultural  products  found  a 
ready  market,  and  industry  received  a  rich  re- . 
ward ;  we  feasted  and  fattened  on  the  distress- 
es of 'Others. 

In  this  situation  the  war  of  1812  found  us. 
The  immense  amount  of  capital  which  had 
been  employed  in  commerce,  readily  found  a 
profitable  investment  in  maniffactures,  and  dur- 
ing the  short  period  of  war  received  a  profit 
fully  equal  to  its  previous  investment — ^the 
enormous  price  of  our  own  manufactures  lured 
the  cupidity  of  avarice  to  vest  a  large  amount 
of  capital  in  large  manufacturing  estalishments. 
The  sudden  and  unexp^oted  peace  of  1815 
found  many  of  these  establishments  just  com- 
mendng ;  extensive  and  very  expensive  build- 
ings h^  been  erected;  and  the  cost  of  ma- 
chinery in  many  instances  had  absorb|d  the 
whole  capital,  and  the  speculator  depended  on 
the  pronused  profits,  in  a  very  short  period,  to 
reimburse  the  expense,  and  convert  this  tempo- 
rary loan  into  active,  solid  capital ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  farmer  found  a  ready  market  for 
his  produce.  But  the  peace  blasted  the  fond 
hopes  of  the  speculator,  and  destroyed  the 
home  market  for  the  piNoduce  of  the  agricul- 
turist 

Under  these  circumstances,  strong  appeals 
were  made  to  Congress  for  relief;  and  the  tariff 
of  1816  was  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress ;  it  had  its  effect  in  affording 
a  temporary  relief;  but  here,  air,  in  my  hum- 
ble opmion,  commenced  ther  error  in  our  sys- 
tem. I  would  ask  the  candid  attention  of  every 
sound  politician  to  this  point :  If,  at  the  time 
of  adopting  the  tariff  of  1816,  the  internal  du- 
ties had  been  continued  for  one  year,  and  the 
tariff  limited  to  two  years^  whe&er  many  of 
the  present  evils  would  not  have  been  avoided? 
Your  manufactures  had  been  nursed  in  a  hot- 
bed ;  they  had  sprung  into  existence  as  if  by 
magic;  they  were  tender  plants,  and 'should 
have  been  exposed  carefully  to  the  open  air. 
But  your  tariff  induced  further  investments, 
which  the  fate  of  this  country  and  the  state  of 
the  world  would  not  warrant;  but  they  were 
built  on  your  tariff  alone,  and  you  still  hold 
out  further  inducements  to  manufacturing  cap- 
ital, by  the  continual  pronuse  of  further  legis- 
lative aid,  while  your  foreign  commerce,  and 
of  course  your  agricultural  interests,  are  lan- 
guishing under  your  restrictive  system;  and 
with  your  manufacturing  interest,  if  you  pur- 
sue this  American  policy,  will  constantly  be- 
come more  and  more  Embarrassed,  as  you  in- 
crease manufactures,  while  at  the  same  time 
you  are  gradually  destroying  their  market  by 
your  restrictions  on  trade. 
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Tour  export  trade  was  mnch  diminished  by 
yoar  tariff;  the  snrplns  produce  of  your  agri- 
culture perig^ed  on  your  handa,  or  sold  at  one- 
fourth  of  its  former  value ;  individuals  were  in 
debt ;  your  country  was  in  debt ;  and  the  gen- 
eral distress  increased  rather  than  diminii£ed, 
under  your  restrictive  system.  In  this  state  of 
adversity,  you  flew  to  remedies  poorly  calcu- 
lated to  aiford  relief;  you  incorporated  banks, 
with  the  delusive  hope  of  increasing  your 
wealth  by  the  issue  of  a  flood  of  paper  money, 
without  reflecting  that  the  mere  increase  of  a 
circulating  medium,  instead  of  increasing  your 
stock  of  wealth,  only  increases  your  diistress, 
by  raising  the  price  of  your  produce  in  your 
own  market,  so  high  as  to  prevent  a  fair  com- 
petition with  others  in  a  foreign  market ;  and 
while  you  have  been  engaged  m  devising  ways 
and  means  to  restore  prosperity,  your  K>reign 
customers  have  been  ariven  to  other  sources 
for  the  supply  of  the  articles,  whidi  have  been 
perishing  on  our  hands,  and  whidi  would  have 
found  a  ready  market,  but  for  the  system  of 
policy  to  which  you  have  resorted  in  vain  for 
relief. 

Durmg  the  three  years  succeeding  the  treaty 
of  peace,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce 
were  at  the  lowest  state  of  depression,  while 
your  manufactures  were  supported  by  a  contri- 
bution levied  on  these  great  interests  for  their 
support.  During  the  last  four  years,  manufac- 
turers have  felt  the  evils  of  the  system  under 
which  agriculture  and  commerce 'had  suffered 
for  three  years,  under  the  accumulated  pressure 
of  hard  times,  and  the  burdens  imposed  on 
them  to  sustain  the  manufacturing  interest,  but 
still  more  by  the  influx  of  foreign  goods  forced 
through  your  auctions.  Tes^  sir,  by  the  im- 
portation of  fabrics  of  a  very  inferior  quality — 
woollen  goods  manufactured  like  cdieathing 
paper,  neither  spun  nor  wove,  but  merely 
pasted  together,  the  remnants  of  old  garments, 
picked  up  and  manufactured  with  as  little  ex- 
pense as  paper,  and  through  the  medium  of 
your  auction  brought  into  competition  with 
your  manufactures,  sublect  to  no  charges,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  a  small  ad  valorem  duty  and  one- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent  commission  to  the  auc- 
tioneer. In  this  way  the  foreign  manufacturer 
has  been  enabled  to  compete  with  your  Ameri- 
can manufactures,  and  almost  entirely  destroy 
the  manufactures  of  coarse  woollen  goods. 
This  evil  may  easily  be  remedied  by  your  auc- 
tion bill  now  on  your  table,  and  by  the  mini- 
mum in  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  with- 
out any  essential  iiyury  to  either  your  agricul- 
ture or  your  commerce. 

But,  sir,  another  case  of  embarrassment  be- 
gins to  be  felt)  and  is  complained  of  in  a  peti- 
tion from  the  cotton  manufacturers  in  Delaware. 
Competition  in  our  own  country,  in  the  article 
of  coarse  cottons,  which  has  distressed  the 
manufacturers;  and  yet  you  propose  to  give 
the  same  encouragement  to  fine  cottons  and 
other  manufactures,  which  have  produced  this 
evil|  and  which,  experience  has  proved  iigarious 


to  coarse  cottons,  under  your  prohibitory  du- 
ties. Sir,  the  only  relief  which  can  be  afforded, 
in  tiiis  case,  is  in  a  foreign  market  But  yoa 
seem  determined  to  prevent  the  export  to  a 
foreign  market^  by  laying  such  duties  on  im- 
ports of  articles  which  do  not  affect  jour  own 
manufactures,  as  will  inevitably  prevent  ex- 
ports ;  for  trade  can  never  exist  but  in  an  in- 
terchange of  commodities.  Will  you  still  pur- 
sue this  ignis  fatuvs,  while  your  ezperieDce 
shows  you  its  baneful  effects? 

The  gentleman  has  called  upon  us  Xo  look  at 
the  petitions  from  every  section  of  the  country, 
and  view  tiie  picture  of  general  distress  drawn 
up  by  the  suf^ring  citizens.  Sir,  I  have  exsa- 
ined  these  petitions,  and  have  sought  in  vain 
for  the  picture  of  extreme  distress  which  hii 
warm  imagination  has  p^ted.  They  state 
coolly  and  dispassionately,  generally,  that  the 
great  interests  of  the  country  are  depressed; 
that  industry  does  not  receive  the  same  liberal 
rewards  as  in  former  times ;  the  manufiactoren 
of  the  various  articles  of  wool,  cottoii,  iron, 
hemp,  glass,  &c.,  have  stated  the  burdens  and 
the  pressure  upon  the  particular  articles,  and 
appeal  to  the  wisdom  dF  Congress  to  provide 
some  relief^  if  practicable.  But,  sir,  if  gentle- 
men will  examine  these  petitions,  and  the 
sources  from  which  they  come,  they  will  find 
that  those  sections  of  our  country  which  ha^ 
most  manufacturing  capital  make  the  least  eom- 
plaint.  Take,  for  instance,  the  six  Eastecn 
States,  whidi,  by  the  return  of  the  amount  d 
capital  invested,  or  employed  in  manufactures 
in  the  several  States,  embraces  about  one-half 
of  the  whole  amount  employed  in  the  whole 
country,  whUe  the  population  of  these  Slates 
comprises  about  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole 
population:  from  this  whole  section  you  do 
not  find  one-half  as  many  petitions  as  from  tht 
State  of  New  Jersey,  or  one-fourth  as  many  as 
from  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  you  find  about  a 
many  remonstrating  against  your  tariff  ball,  as 
of  those  who  have  appealed  to  your  wisdom  for 
relief^  and  very  probably  some  of  the  same  per- 
sons. After  seeing  tiie  bill — for  it  does  not  ap- 
pear probable  that  these  petitioners  ever  ex- 
pectea  such  a  remedy  fix>m  the  wisdom  at 
Congress — ^where  do  you  find  a  memorial  pray- 
ing Congress  to  impose  additional  duly  oa 
spirits  and  molasses?  What  petition  can  be 
found  among  the  whole  number,  whidi  asks 
you  to  change  the  great  ^^  leading  policy,^  by 
compelUng  the  people  to  change  their  occiqia- 
tionst  What  petition  calls  on  Congress  to 
sacrifice  either  agriculture  or  commerce  f<»>  the 
support  of  manufj&ctures?  Where  is  the  peti- 
tion from  the  farmers,  which  asks  you  to  im- 
pose additional  duly  on  wheat?  On  hemp? 
On  flax?  Or  even  on  wool?  I  believe  thm 
is  one  which  asks  for  a  duty  on  potatoes.  But, 
sir,  I  understand  the  people  of  that  Sute 
(MiEdne)  are  not  much  in  favor  of  your  tari^ 
nor  are  their  representatives  among  the  strong 
supporters  of  this  bill. 

When  Mr.  Foot  had  concluded — 
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Mr.  Basboub  Boggested  to  titie  mover  of  this 
amendment  to  modify  his  proposition,  by  mov- 
ing first  to  strike  ont  the  minimum,  and  then  to 
increase  the  ad  valorem  duty,  in  order  that 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  minimum,  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  voting  so  as  to  express 
that  opinion,  without,  at  the  same  time,  voting 
to  raise  the  duty. 

Mr.  Rich  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Kbbmkb,  Foot,  and  MoDtjffue.  Mr.  Babboub 
then  declared  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
"Vermont  had  refused  the  modification  request- 
ed, he  should  vote  against  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  and  insert,  and  if  the  question  on 
that  amendment  should  be  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, a  motion  would  then  be  in  order  simply 
to  strike  out  the  minimum. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Mebosb,  the 
question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rich's  motion, 
"by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  108,  nays  97. 

8uga/r, 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  180th  line,  the  following :  *•*•  On  brown 
sugar  two  cents  per  pound,  and  on  white  or 
clayed  sugar  three  cents  per  pound." 

A  debate  tookplaoe,  in  which  Messrs.  Allen,- 
Bbsnt,  Ross,  WioKLirFB,  OooK,  Livingston, 
MoLane  of  Dekware,  and  Randolph,  took 
part. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  the  House  would 
lend  him  its  attention  for  five  minutes,  he 
thought  he  could  demonstrate  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  favor 
of  the  .increased  duty  on  brown  sugar,  was  one 
of  the  most  suicidal  arguments  that  ever  reared 
itfi  spectral  front  in  a  delibttative  assembly. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  reducing  the  duty 
on  sugar,  because  it  will  diminish  the  revenue, 
which  he  says  we  cannot  dispense  with — and 
yet  he  wishes  to  continue  it  as  a  bounty  of 
three  dollars  per  one  hundred  pounds,  (not  the 
long  hundred  of  112  lbs.,)  until  the  sugar  plant- 
ing and  sugar  manufacture  should  be  extended, 
so  as  to  supply  the  whole  demand  of  our  con- 
sumption. Then,  what  becomes  of  the  revenue 
from  sugar  that  we  cannot  dispense  with? 
This  is  what  I  caU  a  suicidal  argument — ^it  de- 
stroys itself. 

But,  we  must  not  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
stood  at,  only  eight  years  ago,  because  it  will 
iiyure  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  Yea,  sir, 
the  public  lands  I  for  which,  sold  or  unsold,  we 
never  get  paid.  The  gentleman  would  persuade 
us  that  we  are  under  obligation  to  such  pur- 
chasers as  bought  the  sugar  lands  under  the  ex- 
isting duty — and  how  many  sugar  estates  have 
been  established  on  lands  bought  of  the  public 
— ^and  since  the  year  1816,  too  ?  Sir,  this  argu- 
ment of  obligation  to  tax  ourselves,  for  the 
profit  of  these  overgrown  sugar-planters,  wiU 
not  hold  water.  It  will  not  even  hold  cotton. 
— [Mr.  Tod'b  reiterated  motions  to  enhance  the 


tax  on  cotton  bagging,  had  just  succeeded  by 
the  Speaker^s  casting  vote.]  We  are  not  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  sugar  for  fear  of  injuring  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  which,  although  we 
may  obtain  nominal  payment^  we  shall  never 
receive  one  penny. 

[Mr.  MoLane,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
reply,  appearing  to  be  much  irritated,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rose. and  assured  him  that  he  intended 
not  the  slightest  personal  disrespect  or  ofienoe 
— ^but  Mr.  MoLAint  went  on  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  displayed  a  good 
head — ^but  he  would  not  accept  that  gende- 
man^s  head,  to  be  obliged  to  have  his  heart 
along  witii  it] 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say  that  I  very 
much  regret  that  the  zeal  which  I  have  not 
only  felt)  but  cherished,  on  the  subject  of  lay- 
ing taxes  in  a  manner  which,  in  my  judgment, 
is  mconsistent,  not  merely  with  the  spirit,  but 
the  very  letter  of  the  constitution — should  have 
given  to  my  remarks,  on  this  subiect,  a  pun- 
gency which  has  rendered  them  disagreeable, 
and  even  offensive,  to  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware. For  that  gentleman  I  have  never  ex- 
pressed any  other  sentiment  but  respect — ^I 
have  never  utterc^,  or  entertained,  an  unkind 
feeling  towards  that  gentleman,  either  in  this 
House  or  elsewhere — ^nor  do  I  now  feel  any 
such  sentiment  towards  him — I  never  pressed 
my  regard  upon  him — ^I  press  it  upon  no  man. 
He  appears  to  have  considered  my  remarks  as 
having  a  personal  apnlication  to  himself.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  intena  to  give  them  that  direc- 
tion, and  I  think  that  my  prompt  disclaimer  of 
any  such  intention  ought  to  have  disarmed  his 
resentment,  however  justly  it  may  have  been 
excited.  He  has  been  pleased,  sir,  to  say  some- 
thing which,  no  doubt^  he  thinks  very  severe, 
about  my  head  and  my  heart. 

How  easy,  sir,  would  it  be  for  me  to  reverse 
the  gentleman^s  proposition,  and  to  retort  upon 
him,  that  I  would  not,  in  return,  take  that  gen- 
tleman's heart,  however  good  it  may  be,  if 
obliged  to  take  such  ahead  into  the  bargain. 

But,  sir.  I  do  not  think  this — ^I  never  thought 
it — and,  tnerefore,  I  cannot  be  so  ungenerous  aa 
to  say  it :  for,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  made  me  a 
searcher  of  hearts  ? — of  the  heart  of  a  fellow- 
man,  a  fellow-sinner?  Sir,  this  is  an  awful 
subject  I  better  suited  to  Friday  or  Sunday 
next,  (Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday,)  two  of 
the  most  solemn  days  in  the  Christian  calendar 
— when  I  hope  we  shall  all  consider  it,  and  lay 
it  to  heart  as  we  ought  to  do. 

But,  sir,  I  must  still  maintain  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  is  suicidal — ^he  has  fair- 
ly worked  the  equation,  and  one-half  of  his 
argument  is  a  complete  and  condnsive  answer 
to  the  other.  And,  sir,  if  I  should  ever  be  so 
unfortunate  as,  through  inadvertence,  or  the 
heat  of  debate,  to  faU  into  such  an  error,  I 
should,  so  far  from  being  offended,  feel  myself 
under  obligation  to  any  gentleman  who  would 
expose  its  fallaoy,  even  by  ridicule — as  fair  a 
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weapon  as  any  in  the  whole  Parliamentary 
armory.  I  shall  not  go  so  far  as  to  maintain, 
with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  it  is  the  nner- 
ring  test  of  truth,  whatever  it  may  be  of  tem- 
per— ^bnt  if  it  be  proscribed  as  a  weapon  as  nn- 
fair  as  it  is  confessedly  powerful,  what  shall  we 
say  (I  put  it,  sir,  to  you,  and  to  the  House)  to 
the  poisoned  arrow? — ^to  the  tomahawk  and 
the  scalping-knife  ?  Could  the  most  unsparing 
use  of  ridicule  justify  a  resort  to  these  weapons  ? 
Was  this  a  reason  that  the  gentleman  should  sit 
in  judgment  on  my  heart? — ^yes,  sir,  my  heart 
— ^which  the  gentleman,  (whatever  he  may  say,) 
in  his  heart,  believes  to  be  a  frank  heart,  as  I 
trust  it  is  a  brave  heart.  Sir,  I  dismiss  the  gen- 
tleman to  his  self-complacency---let  him  go- 
yea,  sir,  let  him  go — and  thank  his  God  that  he 
is  not  as  this  publican. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  now  made,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative— ayes  89,  noes  99. 

And  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Aixsn'b  xHo- 
tion  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
as  foMows :  Teas  89,  noes  102. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

l(r.  Long  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
reducing  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths,  fh>m  fifteen 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
renou  And  the  question  thereon  being  stated, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  18. 
Money  in  the  Earids  of  Prize  Agents, 
Mr.  CooEB  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Betohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of 
money  has  been  lefunded  to  the  Government  by  the 
several  prize  agents,  since  the  Ist  day  of  March, 
1828,  designating  the  amount  paid  by  each  agent, 
and  when  paid ;  what  leeal  proceedings  have  been 
instituted  against  each  deunqnent  agent,  when  insti- 
tuted, and  Sie  present  state  of  said  proceedings;  and 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  8,  1828,  have  been  enforced 
in  all  cases. 

TheTcmff  JBill 

The  House  then  passsed  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Long,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths 
from  fifteen  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
question  being  taken,  the  proposed  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  the 
previous  question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes 
all  further  amendment  as  well  as  debate.)  The 
call  was  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number 
of  members. 

Mr.  Tod  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  add 
to  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on  cotton  bagging, 
the  following  words :  "  until  the  80th  day  of 
June,  1825,  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and 
a  half  cents  per  square  yard,^'  the  object  being 
to  lay  on  this  article  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half 
cents  per  yard  until  the  80th  June,  1825,  and. 


after  that  date,  of  five  and  a  half  oenlx  per 
square  yard. 

Mr.  Hajoltok,  of  South  Carolina,  then  mo'Tcd 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bilL 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Lbtohxb,  of  Kentoekj, 
a  call  of  the  House  was  orderedr-ayes  127. 

The  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the  deik 
proceeding  to  ccdl  the  absentees,  the  fiir&er 
proceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  poet- 


Mr.  GovAN,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  tiiat, 
after  the  very  able  view  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  opponents  of  this  measure,  who  Lad 
preceded  him  in  the  discussion,  he  should  not 
attempt  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  grcNmdi 
which  would  Influence  his  vote ;  beoaose,  in  so 
doing,  said  he,  I  am  well  convinced  I  ahiaD  be 
compelled  to  use  many  of  the  argumentB  of  my 
friends,  which  have  been  expressed  in  a  nmdi 
more  forcible  manner  than  I  should  be  capaUe 
of  expressing  them.  I  hope,  sir,  the  magnitude 
of  the  subject,  the  great  interest  which  onr 
country  must  feel  in  the  discusmon,  is  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  me  to  trespass,  but  a  few  mo* 
ments,  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  Hie  ta^ 
dency  of  the  measure  now  before  na,  and 
which,  I  hope  to  Gk)d,  will  not  be  adopted  by 
the  committee,  I  view  as  one  of  the  meet  dan- 
gerous schemes  to  the  interest  of  this  hxpfj 
and  prosperous  nation,  that  ever  oonld  have 
hew  conjured  up  1^  tiie  imagination  of  man. 
But,  sir,  the  tendency  of  it  will  be  lamentahie 
in  the  extreme  to  the  great  interest  of  that  see- 
tion  of  country  from  which  I  come. 

I  look  upon  this  question,  sir,  as  pv^flnant 
with  the  most  dangerous  consequences  of  any 
that  has  been  a^tated  on  this  floor  onoe  the 
establi9hment  of  ou^onstitution.  I  regret,  sir, 
to  see  any  measurevitroduced  here,  which  is, 
in  any  way,  calculated  to  excite  sectional  feel- 
ing and  create  dangerous  jealoosiea.  I  ahall 
regret  much*  to  see  one  section  of  the  Union 
arrayed  against  the  other,  but  such,  I  fear,  wffl 
be  the  effect  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
mittee.  Gentiemen  are  certunly  not 
that  they  are  abott  to  introduce  into  our  < 
try  a  system  which  strikes  at  the  very  root  of 
civil  society,  and  is  calculated  to  chaise  the 
character  and  feelings  of  our  population.  Kb 
one  will  deny  but  that  the  character  of  a  pop- 
ulation depends,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  pur- 
suits and  occupations  of  civilized  man.  The 
effects  of  this  measure  will  be  to  introduce  into 
our  country  a  system  which  is  calculated  to 
change  this  nation  from  an  agricultural  to  a 
manufacturing  people.  Instead  oi  breathing 
that  pure  and  wholesome  atmosphere  which 
nature  intended  us  to  enjoy,  in  the  deUghtfid 
cultivation  of  our  fields,  and  in  pursuit  of  thoee 
avocations  which  are  the  delight  and  boast  of 
every  American,  we  are  to  shut  our  population 
up  in  a  miserable  factory,  as  it  were  in  prison, 
entailing  upon  this  nation  one  of  the  most  per- 
nicious evils  that  could  be  inflicted  on  human 
society.    Can  there  be  any  comparison,  ar,  of 
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a  population  reared  in  the  confined  apartments 
of  a  factory,  where  they  are  doomea  to  waste 
their  free  spirits  on  looms  and  shuttles,  to  that 
which  is  reared  in  the  delightful  pursuits  of 
agriculture,  which  gives  strength  to  the  arm, 
elevation  to  the  som,  and  independence  to  the 
profession  ?  The  effect  of  the  hill  now  hefore 
us  will,  I  fear,  he  quite  different  from  that 
which  is  anticipated  hj  the  advocates  of  it.  It 
will  introduce  among  this  soher,  happy,  and  in- 
dostrious  people,  a  spirit  of  division,  disunion, 
and  discontent,  will  diminish  the  patriotism  of 
our  citizens,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  our  peo- 
ple. No  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
gress of  manufactures,  will  deny  hut  that  the  lahor 
in  them  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  strength 
and  resources  of  a  nation.  Small  children  are 
generally  employed  in  these  factories,  entirely 
under  the  control  and  influence  of  their  pa- 
rents, who  are  driven  frequently  hy  necessity 
and  the  prospect  of  gain,  without  taking  into 
oondderation  the  serious  evils  they  are  about  to 
inflict  on  their  families.  The  employment  of 
persons  of  such  a  tender  age,  in  these  contin- 
ued and  sedentary  habits,  prevents  population 
from  attaining  that  size  which  they  would  were 
they  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Many 
melancholy  instances  may  be  cited  of  the 
dreadful  effects  of  the  influence  of  this  system 
in  Europe,  but  more  particularly  in  England. 
We  are  told  by  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  House  of  Oommona,  that 
the  effects  of  this  system  on  the  population  of 
one  of  the  most  healthy  and  flourishing  towns 
in  England,  has  been  truly  lamentable.  He 
says,  tiiat  the  town  of  Mfuichester,  which  is 
now  one  of  the  most  manufacturing  towns  in 
England,  which  used  to  furnish  numerous  and 
healthy  recruits  for  the  army,  by  the  dreadful 
effects  of  this  system  was  rendered  wholly  un- 
productive in  that  respect.  In  the  manufac- 
tures of  a  new  and  unsettled  country,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  above  all  others,  to  be  the  most 
uncertain  place  to  invest  capital,  if  the  capital- 
ist anticipates  an  immense  profit  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  business.  It  requires  great 
skill,  and  persevering  industry,  before  they  can 

give  profit.  The  habits  of  the  people  must  un- 
ergo  a  complete  change  before  they  can  attain 
any  degree  of  perfection.  It  is  impossible,  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  to  suppose  they  can- 
be  speeidily  successful  in  a  country  like  ours, 
abounding  in  extensive  forests  and  untamed 
lands ;  and  when  recourse  is  had  to  prohibitions, 
premiums,  and  such  like  forced  systems  of  mo- 
nopoly, to  encourage  the  prosperity  of  a  coun- 
try, there  is  always  great  reason  to  fear  a  mis- 
take has  been  committed. 

No  nation  in  the  world  has  advanced  more 
rapidly  to  prosperity  and  wealth  than  the  Unit- 
ed States,  unassisted  by  the  advantages  of  con- 
quest, but  by  the  development  and«  natural 
growth  of  her  own  resources.  There  is  no  na- 
tion under  the  sun  where  capital  increases  more 
rapidly,  and  the  advantages  of  industry  great- 
er ;  and  we  shall  still  continue  to  grow  and 
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prosper,  unless  a  check  is  given  to  us  by  im- 
proper and  imprudent  legislation.  To  be  sure, 
we  have  experienced  a  momentary  check  to  our 
prospterity,  but  which  has  grown  out  of  a  state 
of  things  partly  beyond  our  control,  and  partly 
by  our  own  imprudence  in  legislation.  The 
nominal  price  of  property  may  change,  our 
currency  may  depreciate,  but  a  country  pos- 
sessing so  many  natural  advantages  of  soil  and 
climate,  with  a  population  doubling  every 
twenty-three  years,  and  the  productions  of  the 
earth  increasing  in  a  still  greater  proportion, 
furnishes  incontestable  evidence  ox  its  rapid 
growth  and  rise  to  greatness.  One  of  the  best 
evidences  of  the  prosperity  of  a  country  is,  the 
price  of  labor ;  and  I  venture  to  assert,  with- 
out the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  is  labor  so  high  as  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  it  arises  from  the  habits  and  feel- 
ings of  our  population,  growing  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  our  Government,  and  character  of  our 
institutions.  In  no  country  in  the  world  is 
there  so  many  inducements  for  men  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  and  become  proprietors  of  the  soil. 
Any  man  can,  in  this  country,  with  the  frmts 
of  two  days'  labor,  purchase  an  acre  of  land, 
which,  if  well  cultivated,  will  subsist  a  small 
family.  Oan  it  be  possible,  with  all  these  in- 
ducements to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  with  all 
the  advantages  which  accompany  pursuits  of 
this  kind,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  by 
legislative  enactments  to  fbrce  capital  from  its 
natural  course?  Gentlemen  say  the  nation  is 
in  debt  and  distress,  and  their  object  is  to  legis- 
late it  into  a  happy  and  prosperous  condition, 
and  that,  too,  by  encouraging  a  particular 
branch  of  industry.  If^  by  legidation,  we  fos- 
ter and  encourage  any  one  particular  branch  of 
industry,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  another. 
It  must  be  by  taking  from  the  pocket  of  A,  and 
putting  it  into  that  of  B.  Oapital,  without  the 
aid  of  Government,  will  always  seek  that  kind 
of  employment  which  is  most  profitable.  And 
when  any  attempt  is  made  to  divert  it  from  its 
accustomed  channel,  it  must  be  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  and  perhaps  sacrificing  the  inter- 
est of  the  greater  part  for  the  advantage  of  the 
few.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  that  "  as  often  as 
a  duty  upon  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition 
to  its  price,  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the 
community  for  the  benefit  of  tne  domestic 
manufacturer."  There  is  no  fact  more  clear 
and  conclusive,  than  that,  if  the  manufacturer 
cannot  succeed,  with  the  present  high  rate  of 
duty,  he  cannot  succeed  without  imposing  an 
adihtional  tax  on  the  commuity.  The  article 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer  to  pur- 
chase cheap,  will  rise  in  proportion  to  the  duty 
laid  on  that  article.  By  laymg  this  lii^h  duty, 
which  amounts  to  a  complete  prohibition,  you 
deprive  the  Government  of  the  income  which 
arises  from  importations,  and  you  make  the 
article  higher  to  the  consumer,  which  is  all  for 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  manufacturer. 
K  we  are  to  adopt  this  complicated  system,  let 
it  be  gradual,  not  speedy.    This  is  the  opini<m 
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of  Adam  Smith,  to  whom,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject,  we  owe  more  than  to 
any^  other  man.  He  says,  all  changes  of  this 
kind  should  be  gradual  and  slow.  In  this 
oountry  particularly,  this  change  should  be 
gradual  and  progressive,  inasmuch  as  Govern- 
ments like  ours  are  subject  to  violent  changes 
of  parties,  often  accompanied  with  a  change  of 
measures.  £ztensive  investments  have  no  se- 
curity in  any  particular  branch  of  industry, 
which  are  to  be  encouraged  by  sudden  changes 
in  legislation,  and  which  depend  on  the  whim 
and  caprice  of  every  session  of  Ck)ngress.  Ko 
nation  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  her  in- 
come, pays  so  large  a  bounty  for  the  support  of 
manufacturing  industry  as  the  United  States. 
Much  has  been  said  on  this  subject,  about  es- 
tablishing what  gentlemen  have  termed  an 
American  policy.  I  am  afraid  there  is  a  delu- 
sion in  the  sound.  It  is  a  popular  term  which 
gentlemen  have  made  use  of  to  effect  their  pur- 
pose, when  they  say,  we  should  build  up  for 
ourselves  an  American  policy,  and,  say  they,  it 
is  high  time  we  should  begin  to  encourage 
home  industry.  The  merchant  who  invests  his 
capital  in  a  ship,  and  by  his  enterprise,  skill, 
and  industry,  brings  an  article  of  English  man- 
ufacture into  market,  is  as  much  the  producer 
of  that  article  as  he  who  invests  his  capital  in 
a  factory  of  looms  and  shuttles,  and  manufac- 
tures the  article  at  home.  The  process  by 
which  the  article  is  acquired  may  be  different, 
while  the  effect  on  the  capital  and. industry  of 
the  country  may  be  the  same. 

This  House,  sir,  has  been  inundated  with 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  noisy  and 
clamorous  mannfacturers  of  our  country,  am- 
bitious of  their  own  personal  aggrandizement, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 
They  ought  to  be  aware,  and,  no  doubt,  are, 
that  experience,  skill,  and  the  knowledge  of 
machinery,  are  necessary  to  their  success. 
They  will  have  first  to  rear  a  population  in 
their  foctories,  persons  who  roust  have  aU  the 
advantages  of  a  well-regulated  life,  to  their  busi- 
ness, bemre  they  can  either  labor  with  ease  to 
themselves,  or  with  profit  to  their  employers. 
It  is  a  fact  too  notorious,  and  the  history  of 
events  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that 
when  once  we  commence  this  kind  of  business, 
there  will  be  no  getting  out  of  it  We  rear  a 
population  in  the  factory,  totally  unfit  for  any 
other  kind  of  business,  or  any  of  the  common  or 
ordinary  purposes  of  life,  and  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  continue  in  the  same  kind  of 
employment.  They  become  mere  machines 
themselves.  Could  the  advocates  of  this  system 
be  bat  reasonable  in  their  desires,  and  await 
the  progress  of  time,  they  would  soon  acknowl- 
edge that  the  present  duties  were  sufficiently 
high,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  see  the  greater  portion  of  the  capital 
of  our  country  going  into  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturer.  What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  already?  Have  not  all  the  great  and 
well-conducted  factories  in  the  United  States 


increased  their  capital  every  year!  Has  this 
not  been  the  case  with  the  factories  at  Bost<)&, 
Providence,  and  Philadelphia,  and  others}  We 
are  willing  to  let  them  decide  the  qneedon  is 
issue.  They  are  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  dntj. 
This  noise  and  clamor  come  from  a  few  clamor- 
ous sets  of  manufacturers,  who,  1  Tentore  to 
say,  could  not  prosper  under  any  state  of  i^\ 
even  with  an  entire  prohibition.  Bat,  1  woatl 
ask,  is  it  just  or  reasonable  that  we  shoald  h 
called  on  to  protect  the  improvident  and  oa- 
skilful  manuuicturer,  who  has  his  factory  in  & 
section  of  country  possessing  few  or  do  lutonl 
advantages? — I  mean  snch  advantages  as  water 
power,  and  convenience  to  the  seaboari  Die 
time  is  not  far  distant,  when  those  very  bmi 
who  are  now  crying  out  most  loudly  to  protect 
them  against  foreign  industry,  wiU  be  eqoiilj 
clamorous  for  protection  a^unst  tbe  w# 
conducted  factories  of  the  Eastern  Statea.  f  e 
may  go  on  passing  tariff  upon  tariff  and,  sir,  re 
never  can  benefit  the  Western  grower  of  honp, 
or  the  manufacturer  of  cotton  bagging.  Fromtbi 
very  best  of  information  which  I  have  \m 
enabled  to  obtain  on  the  subject,  some  of  the 
well-conducted  fiictories  of  the  North  bf« 
divided  this  year  twentj-five  per  cent  pa 
annum.  One  of  the  arguments  which  has  bea 
urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  system,  ia,  M 
if  we  do  not  do  something  to  coanteract  tie 
effect  of  this  difference  between  oar  exp«c 
and  imports,  that  the  country,  in  a  short  time, 
will  be  drained  of  a  very  precious  metal  Titft 
this  difference  must  be  paid  in  specie,  and  viiii 
this  drain  is  connected  all  those  horrid  idevcf 
national  bankruptcy  and  political  rain  6» 
tlemen  appear  not  disposed  to  letthecommeitail 
part  of  the  country — I  say,  gentlemen  are  wt 
disposed  to  let  them  have  any  thing  to  do  wiii 
the  regulation  of  commerce.  They  will  tab 
it  under  their  own  protection.  They  i^jpeuto 
be  ready  and  willing  at  "one  fell  swoop'' t» 
sweep  aU  our  foreign  commerce  from  theoooiL 
and  dry  up  those  sources  from  which  are  daiw. 
almost  every  thing  which  is  great  and  glorisa 
in  this  Bepublic  It  is  presumed  that  do  \ss^ 
gent  merchant  would  either  import  or  eipat 
any  article  but  that  on  which  he  expected  » 
realize  something  more  than  an  eqnivaleotfx 
No  man  would  continue  that  trade  whiA 
sooner  or  later,  would  lead  to  bankraptcy.  w 
be  sure,  accidents  sometimes  happen  fron 
various  circumstances;  from  any  ba8ine98l)e^ 
overdone;  from  the  common  accidents  to  w^ 
all  long  and  dangerous  voyages  are  liable.  Ba; 
I  venture  to  assert  that  every  judicions  inT«^ 
ment  of  a  capital,  whether  it  be  in  specie  or  asj 
thing  else,  returns  with  an  increased  Tato« 
add^  to  our  capital  by  the  energy  and  aciivitT 
of  our  countrymen.  It  is  somewhat  strange 
that  these  instances  of  what  they  call  balaiK^ 
against  tjs,  will  be  cited  to  prove  a  propc"^* 
the  converse  of  which  has  been  establi^ed  bj 
the  best  writers  on  the  subject  for  tbe  ]^ 
twenty  years.  We  will  only  refer,  for  a  moment, 
to  the  most  prosperous  period  of  oor  hisuv?* 
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fh>m  1795  to  1801,  a  period  which  must  be 
recollected  with  pleasure  and  delight  bj  all  the 
ooiumercial  men  of  the  nation;  a  time  when 
we  enjojed  more  nninterrapted  commercial 
prosperity  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 
And,  I  ask,  was  there  not  then  what  some 
gentlemen  have  called  a  balance  against  ns,  and 
which  has  always  been  the  case  at  every  period 
of  onr  prosperity,  and  which  always  most  be 
the  case  so  long  as  England — "  that  England, 
hedged  in  with  the  main — that  water-walled 
bulwark" — that  emporium  of  the  commerce  of 
the  world — enjoys  any  thing  like  her  present 
commercial  ascendency  over  every  quarter  of 
the  world?  In  the  supposition  that  tne  specie 
of  England  formed  the  tenth  part  of  the  specie 
of  Europe,  it  is  very  certain  that  the  other 
nations  of  Europe  must,  and  are  compelled  to 
exercise  great  activity  and  persevering  industry 
to  procure  for  themselves  the  other  nine-tenths 
of  specie  which  is  necessary  for  their  commerce ; 
and,  when  they  fail  to  procure  that  portion 
which  is  necessary,  the  English  will  soon  take 
to  them  that  part  of  the  precious  balance  which 
is  wanting,  lliis  is  very  reasonable  and  obvious, 
because  &e  exportation  of  specie  gives  more 
profit  to  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  than 
any  other  article  of  commerce. 

There  must  always  be  what  has  been  termed 
a  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  England,  so  long 
as  she  maintains  her  present  extensive  credit, 
and  carries  on  so  much  commerce  with  the 
other  nations  of  the  world.  The  inflexibility  of 
her  laws  with  regard  to  creditors,  the  undoubted 
value  of  her  paper  money,  which  governs  every 
thing,  go  to  place  her  fax  above  all  other  nations 
iivhich  nave  neglected,  or  whose  situation  cannot 
procure  for  them  the  same  advantages.  She 
regards  specie  in  the  light  which  her  best 
interests  dictate  to  her.  Nearly  all  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  country  are  effected  by 
paper  money  more  quick  and  agreeable  than  it 
can  be  done  in  any  other  way.  Specie,  by  all 
nations,  is  considered  as  much  an  article  of 
commerce  as  any  thing  else — ^as  much  so  as  we 
consider  our  flour  or  tobacco.  No  merchant 
sends  a  single  dollar  abroad  but  what  he  receives 
in  return  something  which  he  considers  more 
than  an  equivalent^  for  every  exchange  is  a 
quid  pro  qvo. 

One  of  the  greatest  arguments  against  this  bill 
is,  that  it  strikes  at  the  total  annihilation  and  de- 
struction of  onr  foreign  commerce — that  com- 
nierce  which  has  built  up,  and  beautified  our 
most  flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and  given  an 
impetus  to  that  American  industry,  activity 
and  enterprise,  to  which  we  owe  the  present 
happy  and  flourishing  condition  of  our  country. 
Capital  will  naturally  seek  that  kind  of  employ- 
ment which  is  most  profitable ;  and  hence  it  is, 
that  most  of  our  capital,  which  is  but  the  ao- 
camulation  of  thirty  years,  has  been  directed 
to  commerce.  It  is  true  our  navigating'interest, 
from  a  peculiar  state  of  things,  bas  been  much 
depressed,  and  this,  sir,  is  to  be  the  final  blow 
it  is  to  receive;  this  is  to  be  onr  shipwreck. 


A  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  our  country  is 
commercial,  accumulated  by  the  aotiveenterprise 
of  our  citizens,  and  which,  we  were  told  at  the 
last  session,  by  a  gentleman  who  delivered  one 
of  the  most  able  speeches  on  the  subject  I  have 
ever  heard,  employed  upwards  of  seventy  thou- 
sand seamen,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
somewhere  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  were 
annually  paid,  to  which,  if  we  add  the  five 
millions  wnich  is  necessary  to  keep  this  tonnage 
in  repair,  we  shall  find  the  enormous  sum  of 
fifteen  millions  of  doUars  annually  disbursed  to 
that  class  of  our  community.  The  effect  of  this 
measure  on  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco-grow- 
ing Stafbs  will  be  pernicious  in  the  extreme.  It 
will  exclude  them  from  those  markets  where 
they  depended  almost  entirely  for  a  sale  of  those 
articles,  and  force  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
the  cottons^  (Brazil,  Rio  Janeiro^  and  Buenoa 
Ayres,)  which,  in  a  short  time,  can  be  brought 
in  competition  with  us.  Nothing  but  the 
consumption  of  British  goods  in  this  country, 
received  in  exchange,  can  sm>port  a  command 
of  the  cotton  market  to  the  Southern  planter. 
It  is  one  thing  very  certain,  she  will  not  come 
here  with  her  gold  and  silver  to  trade  with  us. 
And  should  Great  Britain,  pursuing  the  princi- 
ples of  her  reciprocal  act,  of  last  June,  lay  three  or 
four  cents  on  our  cotton ;  where  woidd,  I  ask, 
be  our  surplus  of  cotton?  It  is  well  known 
that  the  United  States  cannot  manu£EU)ture  one- 
fourth  of  the  cotton  that  is  in  it ;  and  should 
we,  by  our  imprudent  legislative  enactments,  in 
pursuing  to  such  an  extent  this  restrictivesystem, 
force  Great  Britain  to  shut  her  ports  against  us, 
it  wOl  paralyze  the  whole  trade  of  the  Southern 
country.  This  export  trade,  which  composes 
five-sixths  of  the  exports  of  the  United  Stateai 
will  be  swept  entirely  from  the  ocean,  and 
leave  but  a  melancholy  wreck  behind.  lam 
well  convinced  the  agricultural  interest  of  this 
country,  but  more  particularly  that  of  the  South, 
is  doomed  to  great  distress.  Already  are  our 
storehouses  crowded  with  bales  of  cotton,  which 
no  sale  can  be  got  for,  and  our  granaries  filled 
with  grain,  rotting  on  our  hands.  And  yet, 
gentlemen  say,  we  have  protection  for  our 
cotton,  and  they  will  give  us  one  for  our  grain. 
I  could  not  have  anticipated  such  arguments  as 
these.  No  legislation,  on  our  part,  can  avert  the 
common  distress  which  the  agricultural  interest 
of  our  cojintry  is  doomed  to  suffer.  We  most 
look  to  a  change  of  tilings  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  An  alarming  fact  has  already 
presented  itself.  The  exports  of  cotton  this  last 
year,  from  the  Levant  or  from  Egypt,  into 
England,  has  been  148,000  bales ;  and  it  arises 
from  the  shortsighted  policy  of  the  people  of 
tiie  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  They  have,  by 
their  petitions  and  memorials,  together  with  acts 
of  remonstrance,  induced  this  Government  to 
commence  that  system  of  restriction  which  has 
forced  Great  Britain  to  begin  to  look  some- 
where else  for  a  market  for  her  manufactured 
goods,  and  that  raw  material  which  she  will  only 
receive  by  way  of  exchange. 
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The  people  of  the  Eastern  8tates  shonld  be 
the  last  in  tiie  Union  to  give  their  sapport  to  a 
measnre  of  this  kind,  which  aims  a  death-blow 
at  the  oommeroial  and  navigating  interest  of 
that  portion  of  country,  which  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts,  (Mr.  Websteb.)  Have  they  not  been 
the  carriers  of  onr  exports,  and  the  venders 
of  our  imports,  which  they  have  brought  in  in 
retnm?  Have  they  not  speculated  in  England 
on  the  capital  of  our  raw  material?  The 
growers  of  wheat,  the  manufacturers  of  hard- 
ware, cotton,  or  woollen  goods  here,  can  have 
no  trade  with  the  growers  of  wheat,  the  manu- 
&oturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or  woollen  goods 
in  England.  There  must  be  difference  of  pro- 
ductions, difference  of  climate,  and  difference  of 
wants,  to  create  barter  and  exchange.  The 
debt  of  the  North  to  England  has  been  paid  by 
the  cotton  and  rice  of  the  South.  Paralyze  tne 
South,  and  you  strike  from  the  ocean  at  once, 
as  I  said  before,  five-sixths  of  the  export  trade 
of  the  United  States.  Various  causes  have, 
induced  the  €k>vemments  of  Europe,  but  more 
particularly  England,  to  adopt  this  complicated 
system  of  monopoly  and  prohibitions — a  system 
which  she  has  established,  to  the  serious  regret 
of  the  wise  men  of  that  country — ^a  policy 
which  was  once  considered  sound,  but  now,  as 
theories,  universally  exploded.  It  is  the  interest 
of  every  consumer  to  buy  where  he  can  get 
cheapest;  and  we  are  all,  to  a  certain  extent, 
consumers,  and  the  more  markets  we  have,  the 
cheaper  can  we  buy,  and  the  better  can  we 
sell.  Ab  long  as  we  trade  with  Great  Britain, 
80  long  will  she  trade  with  us.  But  the  mo- 
ment we  pass  this  bill,  now  before  us,  which  is 
equal,  and,  I  may  say,  intended,  as  a  prohibition, 
that  moment  will  the  markets  of  Great  Britain 
be  closed  against  us.  Ko  commerce  can  be 
beneficial  to  both  nations,  unless  it  be  founded 
and  conducted  on  the  perfect  principle  of 
reciprocity.  Not  only  E&ould  the  article  be 
brouffht  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  possible, 
but  the  less  labor  employed  in  the  making,  so 
much  is  a  gain  to  the  consumer.  I  should  be 
g^d  to  know  if  any  gentleman  from  the  South, 
on  this  floor,  was  willing  to  say  he  was  pre- 
pared to  give  his  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
for  a  direct  tax ;  that  he  was  ready  to  send  the 
tax-gatherer  among  his  constituents.  I  hope 
not.  We  shall  have  neither  the  means  of 
paying  a  direct  tax,  nor  of  purchasing  the 
manufactured  article  from  the  manufacturer. 
We  shall  all  be  driven,  in  our  small  way,  at 
great  expense  and  loss  of  labor,  to  manufac- 
ture for  ourselves.  For  not  only  does  this 
article,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer 
to  purchase  cheap,  rise  in  value,  but  it  cuts  off 
the  means  which  the  consumer  might  have  in 
paying  for  it. 

Mr.  Speaker  has  drawn  a  most  unfavorable 
picture  of  the  distress  of  our  country,  but  he 
has  dwelt  with  more  than  ordinary  feeling 
on  that  portion  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,   and  the  object  of  this 


bill  is  to  relieve  them  of  that  distress^  If  sodi 
are  the  fond  anticipations  of  gentlemen  hoa 
that  quarter,  I  fear  they  will  be  disappointed. 
I  am  really  disposed  veiy  much  to  qnestioii. 
whether  there  be  any  thing  like  distress  in  that 
section  of  which  most  is  complained — I  mean 
the  West.    There  may  have  been  a  great  de- 

Ereciation  of  property,  and  individuals  may  not 
ave  got  rich  as  fast  as  they  might  have  wished, 
or  might  have  anticipated,  forming  their  oob- 
dusions  from  an  unnatural  state  of  things  which 
existed  some  ^ght  or  ten  years  ago  there.  I, 
sir,  at  various  periods,  have  travelled  Hirou^ 
that  portion  of  the  Union,  and  I  assure  joa,  «3r, 
if  there  was  any  thing  like  distress  in  the  conntrj^ 
it  retired  from  public  view  altogether.  I  ncv^, 
in  the  whole  course  of  my  hfe,  saw  a  peopk 
more  happy  and  contented,  in  ^e  full  fi-nitioa 
of  the  best  of  every  thiug  which  a  rich  and 
luxuriant  soil  could  afford.  The  cause  of  tike 
depreciation  of  property  in  that  coantry,  has 
not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  protection  to  what 
has  been  termed  American  induatry.  It  n 
owins,  sir,  to  other  causes^— to  a  want  of  t 
sound  currency.  It  is  to  he  traced  in  tbar 
over-issues  of  paper  money,  and  the  regnktiGa 
of  the  land  office  system,  which  offers  sut 
great  inducement  for  immigration,  and  by  thii 
means  has  drained  the  country  of  its  monejed 
resources.  The  unparalleled  prosperity  <tf  tbt 
country  during  our  late  war,  gave  a  stimuls 
to  industry,  and  a  value  to  property,  whldi  do 
one  who  reasoned  on  the  sabjeot  could  hsr^ 
apposed  would  continue  in  time  of  peace. 
While  the  war  threatened  the  Sontheni  aad 
Eastern  States  with  distress  and  rain,  the 
Western  country  were  enjoying  a  hdgjht  of 
prosperity  never  before  experienced  In 
country.  And,  sir,  this  measnre,  if  ad 
iHll  be  worse  than  war  upon  the  Sou 
country,  without  any  of  those  advanti^es  te 
the  West  which  grew  out  of  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.  We,  sir,  who  suffered  in  war^ 
should  at  least  be  allowed  some  of  the  advae- 
tages  incident  to  a  peace.  This  bill  wiD  b«ar 
particularly  hard,  and  be  extremely  onenmsaad 
burdensome  to  the  poor  and  laboring  dassefiof 
our  community ;  even  the  spade  of  Uie  dither, 
the  axe  of  the  timber-cutter,  the  gun  of  tlia 
hunter,  and  all  the  common  im|SementB  of 
agriculture,  are  proposed  to  be  taxed  to  aa 
entire  prohibition.  Instead,  sir,  of  taxing  tba 
rich  man^s  banquet,  and  those  articles  wbidi 
the  interest  of  the  oountiy  demands  we  AcfiM 
not  encourage,  we  find  those  artii^es  taxed 
bluest  which  enter  into  the  domestic  oooceros 
of  every  man's  household.  I,  sir,  ahoold  boC 
object  to  this  bill,  could  it  be  founded  on  a  great 
national  principle;  but,  I  protest,  most  scdeasa- 
ly,  against  any  measure  so  unequal  in  its  opez^ 
ation,  and  the  tendency  of  which  will  be  te 
oppress  one  section  of  country  for  the  advanti^ 
and  benefit  of  another,  and  which  mnstpRcede, 
but  a  little  whUe,  the  necessity  of  an  exczaeL 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius  and  spirit 
of  our  Government^  and  character  <rf  our  f 
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tntions.  I  should  not  object  to  this  measure,  if 
the  operation  could  be  confined  to  that  portion 
of  the  Union  which  has  been  so  loud  and 
clamorous  for  it.  But,  sir,  it  involves  us  also. 
'We  are  ready  and  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice 
for  tiie  good  of  the  nation.  Any  thing  for 
revenue,  but  not  a  cent  for  monopoly. 

When  Mr.  Gov  an  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Hamilton  withdrew  his  motion  for  in- 
definite postponement. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Tod's  motion,  before, 
stated,  was  then  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  101, 
nays  lOl, 

The  House  being  equally  divided^  theSpEAKXB 
voted  with  the  yeaa.  and  the  question  was  there- 
by carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  fhrther 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
ing item : 

*'  On  all  foreign  distilled  ipiiitB,  fifleeu  per  centnm 
upon  the  daties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto.** 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ixMnt,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
80,  nays  128. 

Mr.  Bbaduet  renewed  the  motion  made  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  laying  a  duty 
on  certain  imported  books. 

Mr.  B.  supported  the  amendment,  by  sub- 
mitting at  length  his  views  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  TuoKEB,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
views  expressed  by  Mr.  Bbablbt,  and  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  day  of  De- 
oember. 

The  previous  question  was  then  again  called 
for  by  Mr.  Weight.  There  were  in  favor  of 
taking  it  70  votes,  and  against  it  94.  8o  the 
call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  post- 
ponement, as  moved  by  Mr.  Tttokss,  of  South 
Carolina — 

Mr.  MsBOSB  opposed  the  motion  in  a  short 
speech ;  to  which  Mr.  Tuokxb  replied  in  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Randolph  requested  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a 
personal  favor  to  him,  that  the  question  might 
be  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley. 

Mr.  Tuokbb  complied ;  but  with  notice  that, 
as  soon  as  the  present  amendment  should  be 
disposed  of,  he  should  renew  his  motion  for 
postponement. 

Mr.  Alleijt  made  a  few  remarks  introductory 
to  the  reading  of  a  memorial  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  (to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  phi- 
losophicaJ  and  literary  character  he  bore  ample 
testimony,)  on  the  subject  embraced  by  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley  modified  his  amendment  so  as 
to  read  to  the  following  effect : 

**  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
satisfisctorily  appear  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  were 
printed  previoiisly  to  the  year  1776,  four  cents  per 
volume ;  and  on  all  books  printed  in  other  than  the 
English  language,  fonr  cents  per  volnme ;  on  all 
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87  cents-^  in  sheets,  88 


'  other  books,  if  bound, 
cents  per  ponnd.** 

Mr.  WinsTKB  stated  several  facts  on  the  eub- 
I  ject. 

!     Mr.  Poiksett  supported  the  amendment  by  a 
'  few  remarks. 

Mr.  Fobsyth  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment!^ by  striking  out  its  last  clause,  viz :  *^  on 
all  other  books,  when  bound,  87  cents  per 
pound,  and  when  in  boards  or  sheets,  88  cents 
per  pound." 

Mr.  Bradley  opposed  this  alteration,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  suggested,  as  a  modification,  to 
insert  **  or  parts  of"  books,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McArthur  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  takeiu  first,  on 
the  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  184^  nays  12. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  second 
part  of  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it  were  dispensed  with,  and  that  part  of  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  without  a  division. 

Brown  Suga/r, 

Mr.  RAimOLPH  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Randoiph  spoke  as  follows :  I  rise,  sir, 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  oonsidemtion 
of  this  House  an  amendment  to  tiie  bill  before 
them,  which  nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of 
duty  oould  have  induced  me,  rwu»  exittMiibua^ 
to  propose.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the 
year  1816,  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  brown 
sugar.  My  present  object  is  to  reduce  the 
duty  to  what  it  then  was.  I  shall  not  take  up 
ttte  time  of  the  House — I  never  have  done  it— 
in  disGuasing  the  general  principles  of  any  bill 
on  the  consideration  of  its  details.  We  all 
know  the  depreciation  of  money  which  has 
taken  place  since  1816 ;  that  revulsion  in  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  this  country,  many  of  us, 
in  our  own  persons,  and  all  of  us  in  the  persons 
of  our  friends,  yet  live  to  deplore.  Sir,  what 
was  the  comparative  value  of  monev  then  and 
at  present?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  at  that 
time  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on  sugar 
would  not  nave  been  as  much  felt  as  a  duty  of 
three  cents  is  felt  now?  Sir,  there  was  not  a 
man,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  mis* 
erable  usurers  and  muckworms,  who  could  not 
then  get  six  dollars  easier  than  he  now  can  get 
three.  For  myself,  I  could  more  easily  have 
paid  three  dollars  at  that  time  than  I  can  pay 
one  dollar  to-day.  Sir,  the  demon  of  specula^ 
tion  had  taken  possession  of  the  public  mind — 
the  bubble,  not,  sir,  of  the  South  Sea  or  the 
Mississippi,  but  one  every  whit  as  mischievous 
— was  then  fully  blown  to  its  utmost  expansion, 
and  was  near  bursting.  Tet  the  duty  on  this 
article — an  article  we  are  all  obliged  to  con- 
sume; in  its  necessity  next  to  the  articles  of 
salt  and  iron,  in  universal  demand ;  and  enter- 
ing into  the  food  of  the  poorest  man  in  the 
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oommunitj,  would  not  hare  been  as  great  in 
proportion  to  the  value  of  money — at  six  dol- 
lars then,  as  it  is  now  at  three  dollars.  Sir,  I 
want  to  know  on  what  principle  it  is  that  the 
sugar  planter,  who  gets  his  mnles,  his  stave  tim- 
ber, the  provisions  for  hb  slave,  at  the  first 
hand  and  on  the  cheapest  possible  terms,  can- 
not be  satisfied  with  2k  protection — (the  word  is 
not  mine ;  I  disclaim  every  thing  of  the  kind, 
bnt  I  use  it  in  gentlemen's  own  sense  of  the 
term,)  yes,  sir,  a  protection  of  two  and  a  half 
cents  a  pound  on  their  sugar?  Sir,  we  have 
had  a  practical  commentary  in  the  success  of 
the  last  amendment,  (Mr.  Tod^s  on  cotton  bag- 
ging,^ on  the  effects  of  perseverance — I  hope 
we  snail  profit  by  it;  I  nope  it  will  animate, 
especially,  every  opponent  of  the  bill  to  keep 
the  faith ;  to  fight  the  good  fight,  and  to  hold 
out  to  the  end.    [Here  Mr.  Bbbnt  interposed.] 

Sir,  I  have  not  yet  done.  My  proposition, 
sir,  is  not  to  lay  a  tax,  but  to  take  one  off.  But. 
from  the  effect  it  seems  to  produce,  I  could 
really  think  that  by  some  necromantic  process, 
I  had  been  suddenly  transferred  to  a  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  or  to  a  British  House  of  Commons, 
to  the  deliberative  hall  of  some  one  of  the  older — 
I  will  not  say  the  more  corrupt — ^I  disclaim  the 
imputation;  but  one  of  the  older  and  more 
Mtute  Governments  of  Europe.  Sir,  I  am 
wrong.  I  rather  could  wish  I  was  thus  trans- 
ferred; for,  in  the  British  ParliamentL  I  could 
see  duties  reduced  to  less  than  one-half  of  their 
former  amount;  not^  indeed,  from  choice,  sir, 
for  power  is  sweet,  and  so  is  money ;  but  the 
British  ministry  have  been  driven  to  the  re- 
duction, and  on  the  necessary  article  of  salt, 
seven-eighths  of  the  duty  has  been  taken  off, 
and  they  are  pledged  to  repeal  the  remainder. 
But  here,  sir,  by  some  strange  conjunction  of 
the  planets — ^for  evidently  it  cannot  have  been 
by  any  constellation  being  in  opposition — a 
most  extraordinary  effect  has  been  produced. 
In  this  most  popular  branch  of  the  most  popular 
Government  in  the  world,  we,  who  come  im- 
mediately from  the  people,  whose  arteries  mar 
be  expected  to  pulsate  and  keep  measure  with 
th^  own,  instantly  become  extremely  fastidi- 
ous, so  soon  as  any  proposal  is  made,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  lessen  the  burdens  of  the  coun- 
try. Sir,  were  it  not  as  plain  as  the  noonday 
sun,  I  would  quote  high  authority  iu  this  House, 
to  prove  what  I  have  said  of  the  distresses  of 
the  country.  Sir,  the  very  stamp  act  itself 
could  hardly  throw  us  into  a  greater  flame  than 
a  proposal  to  diminish  any  of  the  taxes— ay, 
sir,  or  our  own  emolument,  seems  to  excite  in 
this  House.  But  as  it  is  a  feeling  in  which  I 
do  not  participate,  as  my  feelings  run  in  quite 
another  direction,  I  find  myself  quite  cool — ^never 
more  unmoved  in  my  life ;  for  if,  as  I  have 
some  reason  to  fear,  the  tax  shall  not  be  re- 
duced, I  sir,  shall  pay  as  little  of  it  as  any  man. 

Mr.  CoNDiOT  opposed  the  motaon,  and  refer- 
red to  the  facts  which  existed  when  the  present 
duty  was  laid. 

Mr.  Babdolph  replied. 


Mr.  Bbent  said  a  few  words ;  SDd 

Mr.  Flotb  argued  at  some  length  in  ftror  i 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  Cook  took  the  same  side  of  the  qnestk 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gublbt  ;  when 

Mr.  WioxuFFB  called  for  the  previous  qns- 
tion.  The  House  refused  to  take  it— ^esSl 
noes  09. 

Mr.  Fabbklly  opposed  the  redoction. 

Mr.  Wasfield  avowed  a  change  of  seDtimes 
on  the  subject,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  re- 
duction, and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Faibkut. 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  vindication  of  the  eoiss 
he  had  pursued,  and  in  answer  toadui^:^ 
inconsistency. 

Mr.  Livii7GST0N  explained  some  &ctB  inn- 
lation  to  the  consumption  and  raising  of  sos:. 
and  urged  arguments  against  the  [m^pwc. 
amendment.  « 

Mr.  Mallast  inquired  into  the  state  dt-. 
sugar-growing  interest^  and  tlie  prospects  of  is 
increase^ 

Mr.  LrviNOSTON  replied,  and  stated  det^^ 
explanation. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  adjoizs- 
ment. 

The  House  refused  to  adjourn— ayes  87,  b-w 
100. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  gave  the  history  of  the  imp-^?- 
tion  of  the  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  thit  itn 
raised  for  revenue  only,  and  advocated  the  fr 
duction. 

Mr.  Mallaby  spoke  in  oppodtion  to  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bi5- 
dolph's  motion,  by  yeas  and  nays— yeeJ^ 
nays  99,  as  follows : 

Ykas.— Messra.  Abbot,  Adama,  Alexander  <lrV^ 
ginia,  Allen  of  MaBsaohnaettB,  AJkn  of  Imem. 
Archer,  P.  P.  Baiboor,  Breck,  Brown,  Bainerrfc- 
leigh.  Burton,  Cambreleiig,  Campbell  of  Sooth  Cr- 
olins,  Carter,  Caiy,  Cobb,  Conner,  Cook,  Cnlpffft 
Cnehman,  Dwinell,  Edwaids  of  North  CircA 
Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Garaett,  G»ci 
Girt,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harr^,  Htm-; 
Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Honstoo,  Kec:,  U- 
throp,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  InBCJ*- 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDnffie,  McKhn,  lU 
gum,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  d  »«•• 
hmd,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  CBricn,  Plutff  * 
New  Hampshire,  Randolph,  BeynoMa,  Riva  wj 
Saunders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alesaoder  ^B.^ 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Steriing  A-  ^ 
son,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  StitJ^g,  TtJ-wi 
Tattnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  QwapM,  Tacts- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Tiiginia»  Tatf^-; 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  »«wdr. 
Whitman,  WhitUesey,  White,  Wickliile,  T)lifi» - 
New  York,  WilUams  of  Virginia,  Williamson  >** 
Carolina,  and  James  Wilson — 96. 

Nayb.— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennesaee,  Alj* 
Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  BartJej,  W»; 
Blah-,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  CampbeU  of^; 
Cassedy,  Cocke,  CoIUm,  Condict,  Crafts,  t^ 
Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day,  !>»»*«»  ^^ 
Eaton,  Eddy,  EUis,  Farrelly,  FindUy,  F«|^ 
Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gurlcy,  flam%  it»JT 
Hemphill,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombj,  l*» 
Jentins,   Johnaoa  of  Viiginia,  J.  T.  J'*™*  '* 
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Johmon,  Eremer,  Lawienoe,  linoobi,  Litchfield, 
liTiDgstoo,  Longi  McArthnr,  MeKean,  McKee,  Mo- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Maliary,  Mark- 
ley,  Mardndale,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
aylvania,  Moure  of  Kentncky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Penna^lvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plmner  of  Pennsylyania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin, 
Heed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Sharpe, 
Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentacky,  Tod,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Yance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Web- 
ster, Whipple,  Henry  WOson,  Wilson  of  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 99. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wiluamb,  of 
North  Oarolina,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
the  following,  viz :  On  salt,  twelve  and  a  half 
eents  per  boanel  of  fifty-six  pounds,  instead  of 
twenty  cents,  as  now  imposed  by  law."  * 

Ana  then  the  House  adjonmecL 


*  This  was  the  first  error  committed  in  the  mOTement  to  re- 
dnee  the  salt  da^— the  error  of  not  coupling  with  it  the  oor- 
FPspondlng  reduction  of  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances. 
These  bounties  and  allowances  were  nothing  but  a  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  salt  on  that  part  of  the  fish  which  should 
be  exported  :  and  as  such  drawback,  previous  to  this  time, 
the  salt  duty  and  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances,  rose 
and  fell,  lived  and  died,  and  came  to  life  again  together.  The 
same  of  salted  provisions  (beef  and  pork)  exported.  From 
the  first  salt  tax  in  1788,  when  the  tax  was  6  cents  the  bushel, 
down  to  the  suppression  of  the  same  in  1807,  when  it  had 
been  raised  to  20  cents  a  bushel,  the  tax  and  its  attendant  boun- 
ties and  allowances  on  both  fish  and  salt  provisions,  rose  to- 
gether and  fell  together.  In  the  act  of  *89,  after  imposing  the 
duty  of  6  cents  a  bushel  on  salt,  it  went  on  to  allow  the  draw- 
back in  these  words:  **That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
on  every  quintal  of  dried,  and  on  every  barrel  of  pickled  fish, 
of  the  flshexies  of  the  U.  S.,  and  on  every  barrel  of  salted  provi- 
ilons  of  the  U.  8.,  exported  to  any  country  without  the  lim- 
its thereof;  in  lieu  of  the  duties  imposed  on  the  importa- 
tion of  the  salt  employed  and  expended  therein ;  ins  ;  On 
every  quintal  (112  pounds)  of  dried  fish,  5  cents:  on  every 
barrel  of  pickled  fish,  5  cents :  on  every  barrel  of  salted  pro- 
vlsiona,  5  cents."— In  1798,  when  the  salt  tax  was  raised  to  8 
eents  a  bushel,  all  these  allowances  were  increased  one- 
Iburth:  in  *9S,  when  the  tax  was  raised  to  12  cents,  the  al- 
lowances were  doubled :  in  1797,  when  raised  to  20  cents,  all 
the  bounties  and  allowances  were  proportionately  increased, 
so  as  to  make  them  above  three  times  ss  much  as  when  iirst 
allowed  in  1789.  In  the  year  1807,  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
upon  his  recommendation,  the  salt  tax,  and  all  its  appurte- 
nances, was  suppressed ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  salt  tax  was  revived,  and  at  its  highest 
rate,  of  20  cents  for  66  pounds,  (while  the  measured  bushel 
weighed  84  pounds ;)  but  only  as  a  war  tax— to  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 
Up  jn  which  the  sagacious  Mr.  Macon  said,  these  fine  words 
of  limitation  were  nothing:  the  tax,  if  put  on,  would  stick. 
And  above  forty  years*  experience  has  shown  that  he  was 
about  right;  the  tax  still  sticks,  in  part,  and  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances,  founded  upon  it,  in  ftill.  But  not 
so  ef  the  bountieB  on  the  exportation  of  salted  provisiona  The 
tax  being  only  for  the  war,  and  no  ezportations  being  ex- 
pected by  the  Ihrmers  during  the  war,  the  allowance  to  ex- 
ported raited  provisions  was  not  revived.  To  the  fisheries 
only  the  bounties  and  allowances  were  revived ;  and  they 
have  been  drawing  great  annual  sums  ttom  the  tveasniy 


Wednbbdat,  April  14. 
Claim  qf  Daniel  D,  Tomphitu. 
Mr.  MoLans,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  npon  the  sableot  of  the  claim  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  25th  of  March,  1824,  relative  to  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  D.  Tompkina,  report : 

That  the  aocoants  of  Mr.  Tompkins  nnderwent  a 
foil  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  Honse,  ap- 
pointed at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress, 
who  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  and  in  the  yiews 
of  the  committee  then  expressed,  as  to  the  services  of 
Governor  Tompkins^  and  his  claiiaas  to  the  justice  and 
liberality  of  his  coontiy,  this  committee  folly  concur. 

On  a  consideration  of  the  claims  and  accoanta  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  the  committee,  at  the  last  session, 
reported  in  favor  o^  and  recommended — 

1.  An  allowance  of  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced 
by  him,  on  accoont  of  the  pablio,  from  the  time  of 
making  sach  advances  to  the  time  of  his  being  re- 
imbursed. 

2.  An  allowance  of  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  by  him  during  the  late  war. 

8.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him  money 
and  Treasury  notes,  within  the  time  specified,  to  Im 
deposited  in  certain  banks  as  collatend  securi^  for 
loans  procured  by  him  at  the  request  and  on  ac- 
count (rf'the  Government. 

4.  An  irresponsibility   for  losses  inonrred  by  any 
frauds  or  failures  of  sob-agents  to  whom  moneys 
were  advanced  through  his  hands. 
In  conformity  with  this  report,  a  bill  was  passed  an- 

ever  since,— es  large  as  ever— without  regard  to  the  subse- 
quent redoctlons  in  the  salt  duty;  while  the  exporters  of 
beef  and  pork  have  been  losing  80  cents  on  the  barrel  dnce 
the  revival  of  the  tax.  The  following  is  the  bill  for  the  snp- 
presslon  of  the  salt  tax  passed  in  Mr.  Jetfersonls  time : 

Ss  a  macted^  <0c.,  That,  iVom  and  alter  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  next,  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  salt  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  for  other 

Eurposes,'*  passed  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
undred  and  ninety-seven,  shall  be.  and  the  same  hereby  la, 
repealed,  and  that,  from  and  after  the  thirtv-flrst  day  orDe- 
cember  next,  so  much  of  any  act  as  lays  a  duty  on  Imported 
salt,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed ;  and,  from  and 
after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  salt  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  free  of  duty :  Provided^  That  for  the  recovery 
and  receipt  of  such  duties  as  shall  have  accrued,  and  on  tho 
days  aforeraid,  respectively,  remain  outstanding,  and  for  the 
recovery  and  distribution  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
and  the  remission  thereof,  which  snail  have  been  incurred 
before  and  on  the  said  days,  respectively,  the  provisions  of 
the  aforesaid  act  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sko.  8.  And  b6  it  farther  enacted.  That,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  so  much  of  any  act  as  allows 
a  bounty  on  exported  wit  provisions  and  piclcled  fish.  In  lieu 
of  drawback  of  the  duties  on  the  salt  employed  in  curing  the 
same,  and  so  much  of  acy  act  as  makes  allowance  to  the 
owners  and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of 
the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  bv  the  same,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  i^  repealed :  Provided^  That  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain  in  frill  force  and  virtue 
for  the  payment  of  the  bounties  or  allowoaoes  incuned  or 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  Janaoiy  next 
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thorizmg  "  the  proper  aoconnting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
11x7  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject 
to  the  revision  and  final  deci^on  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States." 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  tb  at  Governor  Tomp- 
kins has  been  and  yet  is  a  creditor  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  large  amount,  and  that  every  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a  prompt  and  liberal  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  foregoing 
leport;  but  they  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  act  of 
Congress  before  recited  gives  sufficient  auihority  for 
thigpurpoee. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  been  infonned,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aforesaid  aet  has  been  liberally  inter- 
preted by  the  Preadent  and  the  aceountinff  officers, 
and  that,  under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  uie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power, 
and  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  ezer- 
eise  it,  of  doing  fbll  and  liberal  justice  to  Governor 
Tompkins. 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  any  good  reason, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
ond  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
tnlnect,  and  that  it  be  again  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  final  decision. 

Some  conversation  arose  between  Mr.  McLajtb 
and  Mr.  Oookb,  on  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Oooes 
moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  76,  noes  60. 

The  Tariff  BilL 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bin  for  a  revision  of  the  Tariff- 
Mr.  TuGiESB,  of  SouUi  Oarolina,  renewed  the 
motion  he  had  yesterday  made  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required. 

Mr.  Tbdols  moved  for  a  call  of  the  Hoose ; 
the  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  87,  noes  78. 
A  call  of  the  Honse  was  aocordingly  ordered. 
The  names  of  the  absentees  were  called  and  the 
doors  dosed. 

Mr.  LnxLB  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
ftirther  proceedings  in  the  calL  The  motion 
was  negatived.    Ayes  78,  noes  103. 

Excuses  were  then  offered  for  several  absen- 
tees and  accepted. 

MI,  WsBSTBB  moved  that  all  farther  pix)ceed- 
ings  on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Tbimbue  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative.   Ayes  110. 

Mr.  Meboeb  protested  against  eithtf  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  or  taking  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  tliis  bill,  wmlst  amendments  were  pend- 
ing, and  others  ready  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — 
i^es  94,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Wbbstsb  stated  hds  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Basdoi^h  expressed  nearly  the  same 
▼iewa. 


Mr.  TucxsB  said,  on  making  his  motion  to 
postpone  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  lat  of  Decemiber 
next,  he  did  not  nse  to  make  a  speech,  becanse 
other  gentlemen  had  already  expressed  nis  views 
of  the  subject  under  discussion  much  better 
than  he  was  capable  of  doing,  and  much  more 
to  his  satisfaction.  But  I  am  of  opinion,  said 
Mr.  T.,  that  this  discussion,  and  the  course  that 
has  been  pursued,  are  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
impropriety,  at  least,  of  laying  duties  for  any 
purpose  except  revenue.  And  if  we  can  place 
any  confidence  in  the  opinion  of  the  PresideDt 
of  the  United  States,  and  Secretary  of  the  Tieu- 
nry,  there  is  no  necessity  for  increasiog  the 
revenue,  except  it  should  be  thought  neoeGwry 
to  carry  into  operation  a  system  of  intenial  im- 
provement— ^a  project  he  believed,  eqiisDjas 
unconstitutional  as  tne  proposed  tarifi^  and 
which  will  be  equally  as  partial  in  its  operalion, 
and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  both  of  whidi  I 
consider  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  oonsdto- 
tion,  unwise,  and  impolitic — ^measures  which  I 
protest  f^inst  Some  gentlemen  contend  that, 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  it  will  increase  the  rev- 
enue, and  encourage  domestic  industry;  and 
that,  by  increasing  the  duty,  the  articles  will 
come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  &c  I  cannot 
believe  such  doctrine.  To  say  that  the  manu- 
facturers cannot  go  on  without  increaang  the 
present  duties,  to  enable  them  to  compete  wil^ 
foreign  manu&ctures,  and  thereby  plaoe  it  in 
the  power  of  the  manufacturers  to  char^  moie 
for  their  articles,  and  yet  that  they  will  oooie 
cheaper  to  the  consimier,  seems  to  me  ahenrd. 

Our  constitution  was  formed  to  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  tot 
the  common  defence  and  general  wel&re  of  thb 
Union.  But  if  these  projects  are  carried  into 
operation,  they  must  and  will  have  a  contrary 
effect.  From  some  sections  of  this  Union,  p6tl> 
tlons  have  been  presented  from  many  manufac- 
turers, praying  for  protection ;  which,  if  they 
succeed,  must  operate  against  the  interest  of 
every  other  da^  except  themselves,  and  be 
particxdarly  oppressive  to  the  people  in  the 
Southern  States. 

This  subject  has  been  too  long  discusBod,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  every  gentleman's  mind  b 
made  up  on  it,  and  that  the  vote  now  woidd  be 
the  same  that  it  would  be  a  month  henoe.  1 
think  the  bill  worse  now,  than  when  it  was  re- 

r)rted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  e 
am  opposed  to  the  bill  with  any  amendments 
that  could  be  made ;  and,  for  the  purpoee  of 
putting  an  end  to  further  discussion  and  am^id- 
ment,  I  shall  move  for  the  postponement  of  it. 
I  Uiink  it  time  for  the  present  session  to  oome 
to  a  close ;  I,  for  one,  wish  to  go  home;  but,  if 
gentlemen  think  we  should  stay  longer,  I  am  of 
opinion  our  time  can  be  much  better  employed 
on  other  subjects.  I  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  UAMiLTOir  and  Mr.  P.  P.  Basboitb  made 
a  few  observations  in  reply.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  indefinite  postponement- 
yeas  45,  nays  155. 
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Salt  Tax. 

The  qnestion  then  reonrred  on  the  amendment 
preyionaly  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  reducing 
the  duty  on  salt  to  10  cents  per  bashel. 

Mr.  Robs  called  for  the  previous  qnestion. 

Hie  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — ayes 
98,  noes  95. 

Mr.  Sanbtobd  made  some  general  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  Rkkd  stated  facts,  and  quoted  memorials 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

lu*.  Fldtd  advocated  the  reduction,  which 
was  also  supported  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and 
Moore,  of  Alabama ;  when  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yens  81,  nays  122,  as 
follows : 

Ykas. — ^Meanrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia) 
Allen  of  Mftflsaohufletts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Barber  of  Connecticnt,  P.  P.  Barbonr,  J.  S.  Barbonr, 
BarUett,  Bnck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  Sonth 
Carolma,  Carter,  Caiy,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cnl- 
peper,  Ciishman,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecdcut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gamett,  Gadin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Little,  Liv- 
ermore.  Long,  McCoy,  McDnffie,  McKee,  McKim, 
Mangom,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Plnmer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Saunders,  Arfthxur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
WSiiam  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro, 
TattnaU,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Viiginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Waifield,  Wayne,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina--81. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Bartley,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedj,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Duifee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Graniaon,  Gaslay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Heniy,  Henick,  Herkimer,  Hobairt,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Eremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  LiTingston,  Longfellow, 
McArthnr,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Mallazy,  Markley,  Martiudale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pemuylvania,  Mooro  of 
Kentucky,  Moigan,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
yania,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose, 
Rosa,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselear,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wicklifie,  Williams  of  New  York,  James 
Wilson,  Hemy  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio»  Wood,  Woods, 
and  Wright— 121. 


So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Kremeb  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House,  this  time,  sustained  the  call — 
ayes  98,  noes  86. 

The  question,  '^  Shall  the  main  question  be 
DOW  put?^'  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
111,  nays  98. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit : 
^^  Shall  the  bill  lie  engrossed,  and  read  a  third' 
time  ?''  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  105, 
nays  102,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Cozmecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Hairis,  Hayden,  HemphiU,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hol- 
combe,  Houston,  Jenkms,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Eremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Little,  Mc Arthur,  McKean,  MoKlm,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallaiy,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyoon, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
lifie, James  Wilson,  Henry  WiLson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett, Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwicb,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  NeUon,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plu- 
mer c^  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley, 
Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
Vanoe  of  North  Carolma,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whip- 
ple, Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Sonth 
Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 
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Abbott,  Jobl,  Bepreientattve  from  Georgia,  8, 910, 877, 099. 
— >Sm  JiuIm),  Tol.  e. 

Abbbdbbh,  Hbitbt,  In  the  the  Houm,  petition  o^  preaented, 
257;  owing  to  the  oonatraotion  of  the  lawe  relating  to 
enrolling  and  lloenaing  of  Teasels,  eolored  penonsirere 
debarred  from  this  prlrilege,  S08. 

ADAaia,  Bbtjakin,  BepreaentatlTe  from  MaaaachnBetts,  8. 
—iSm  /luf  «d,  Tola.  6^  A. 

AddrM$€»  o/ihe  S&naU  and  Bow4  in  anawer  to  Prealdenra 
MeaaageSb— »$M  IndtBOi,  yola.  1,  9L 

Aii^fcwnm&nt,  in  ths  Senate,  a  proposition  to  a^joiurn  on 
the  first  of  April  eonsldered,  109;  nothing  bat  ordinary 
businoaa  to  be  done,  169 ;  too  aoon  to  fix  a  day,  169 ;  noth- 
ing be  lost  bjr  postponing  moat  of  the  important  qnea- 
tiona  now  before  Gongreas  to  the  next  aeaalon,  169;  tho 
real  qneatlon  la,  whether  the  boaineaa  oan  be  done  in  a  cer- 
tain time,  170;  ftirther  debate,  170;  reaolation  agreed  to, 
170. 

/ft  i\e  Souee,  do  not  poi^peaa  the  neoeaaarj  Ikcta  to  fix 
a  limit  to  the  aeaalon,  867;  yerj  little  baa  been  done  ao 
tu,  868 ;  ftirther  debate,  868. 

AdnUrale  in  the  Nwoy.See  JhdM^  toL  8. 

J/Hean  Slwet  and  Baoery.-See  Indea\  rola.  1, 8,  and  In- 
deBB,  ToL  6,  Slavery. 

ALXZAirnxB,  Adak  B.,  Bepreaentatire  from  Tennessee,  099. 

AiiSXAmosB,  Mask,  Bepresentatiye  from  Virginia,  8,  216 
877, 099;  on  the  Beyolntionary  Penalon  blU,  891.  8ee 
JndeoBi,  yoL  6. 

A^erine  War.— See  Indeaa,  yol.  L 

Atteffianee,  Foreign.— See  /iM2eGR,yol.  1;  also /n«r«a%  yola. 
8, 0,  6^  EaapairiaUan. 

AixBir,  Natbaxul,  Bepresentatiye  from  New  York,  8. 
See  IndeoB,  yoL  6. 

Allbh,  Bobxbt,  Bepresentatiye  from  Tennessee,  6, 816, 877, 
098;  on  the  public  land  debt,  187;  relative  to  payment 
for  horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  808 ;  on  road  from 
Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  610.    See  Inden,  yoL  6. 

AiXBir,  Samuxl  C,  Bepresentatiye  from  Maasachoaetta,  8, 
810,877,098.    iSse /iMfaiB,  yol.  6. 

Allibox,  Jambb,  Bepresentatiye  from  Pennsylvania,  098. 

AmeUa  leland.—See  Index,  yoL  6. 

Amendment  qfthe  Journal  <^the  Bou%e.See  Miseowi, 

Amendment  to  the  OoneHtvHon.—-ln  the  Senate,  resolution 
offered  to  amend  the  constitation  so  as  to  giye  the  Sen- 
ate appellate  Jorladlctioia  ttom  the  Judiciary  oyer  all 
caaea  in  law  or  equity  under  the  constitution,  Ac,  140; 
the  constitation  Itself  contemplates  amendment,  146; 
the  sole  difficulty  in  its  formation  was  to  determine  the 
proper  dlatribntion  of  power,  146;  after  an  experience  of 


thlrty*two  years  it  becomes  our  duty  to  begin  thia  inquiry 
relatiye  to  the  conflicta  between  the  Federal  Judiciary 
and  the  aoyereignty  of  the  Statea,  146 ;  those  conflicta  ao 
firequent  and  alarming,  the  public  safety  demands  an  in- 
yeatigation,  146;  it  la  contended  by  some  of  the  States, 
that  the  Statea  haye  auperior  daima  to  an  exduaiye  de- 
daion  In  all  caaea  of  conflicting  power,  146;  in  the  caae 
of  Pennaylvanla,  much  waa  said  of  the  rights  of  the  par- 
ties, and  the  neceasity  of  a  tribnnal  that  could  remedy 
the  eyil,  146 ;  at  thia  time  there  la  nnfortnnatcly  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Federal  Judiciary  In  caaea  that  in- 
yolye  political  power,  147;  it  la  a  prindple  interwoyen 
both  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  oar  Ooyemment,  that 
eyery  department  which  exerdsea  political  power  ahall  be 
responsible  to  the  people,  147 ;  it  may  be  denied  by  aomo 
that  the  Judiciary  exerciaes  legiaktiye  or  judicial  pow- 
ers, 148;  the  paadona  and  propeuidtiea  of  human  nature, 
with  all  their  imperfeetiona,  are  alike  common  to  eyeiy 
rank  and  condition,  148 ;  it  ia  not  pretended  that  jndgea 
are  worse  than  other  men,  148;  power  cannot  aafely  be 
confided  anywhere  without  the  guarantee  of  reeponai- 
bility,  149;  are  we  choodng  gnardiana  to  control  ua,  and 
preyent  ua  firom  destroying  onraelyes  in  our  fits  of  luna- 
cy? 149;  has  the  change  in  the  judicial  term  from  ten- 
ancy at  will  to  that  of  life  essentially  changed  the  char- 
acter of  decisions  in  Great  Britain?  149;  the  nature  and 
the  object  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  are  subjects  worthy 
of  inyestlgatton,  100 ;  the  real  object  of  an  independent 
Judiciary  in  this  country,  must  haye  been  to  embody 
the  best  experience  in  legal  knowledge,  and  produce 
uniformity  of  decision  in  legal  questions  relating  to  prop- 
erty and  crimes,  100 ;  what  should  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land?  100;  the  history  of  this  Ooyemment  frir- 
nishes  us  nothing  that  can  induce  us  to  look  with  a  yeiy 
i^yorable  eye  to  the  Federal  Judiciary  as  a  safe  depod- 
tory  of  our  liberties,  101 ;  instances  in  which  State  au- 
thorities haye  been  set  at  defiance,  101 ;  case  of  Dart- 
month  College,  101;  ease  of  New  Jersey,  108 ;  case  of 
Pennsylyania,  108 ;  case  of  Maryland,  108 ;  case  of  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  108;  the  case  of  Cohen  ys.  Virginia,  104. 

JSlection  <^  Preeideni  and  Vice  Preatdent  bp  a  di- 
rect vote  ofiKe  people,  a  resolution  relatiye  to,  oflbred, 
479. 

A  resolution  proytdlng  that  the  electors  shall  contlnae 
yoting  until  a  Preddent  is  chosen,  offered,  478;  the 
necessity  of  some  change  is  obyions,  478 ;  numerous  pro- 
podtlonsoflRBred,478;  the  Electors  represent  the  true 
Ibellnga  of  the  people,  47& 

A  reaolutlon  ptopoaing  the  diatrlct  system,  offered,  478L 

A  raaolutlon  to  rastora  tho  original  system  propoaed. 
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474 ; «  Tetun  to  the  good  old  wsys  of  our  political  flithexa, 
474 ;  for  what  poipoM  was  tho  offlee  of  Ylee  Preai- 
dent  ereated,  474;  the  propriety  of  the  original  mode 
<tf  election  was  not  only  evident  from  the  deductions 
of  reasoning  and  the  Toloe  of  experience,  bnt  it  was 
ftiUy  confirmed  by  the  prospect  of  the  ftatai^  and  espe- 
cially by  the  prospect  immediately  before  the  nation* 
475;  note^  475;  while  no  small  excitement  exists  in  rela- 
tlon  to  the  President's  election,  there  is  an  utter  apathy 
and  indiiferenoe  in  regard  to  the  Yice  President,  47Sl 

Besolation  proriding  for  a  second  ballot  by  the  Elec- 
tors if 'there  is  no  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  476;  the 
plan  of  an  election  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  ex- 
amined, 476;  it  does  not  profess  to  give  the  choice  to 
a  m^ority  of  the  people,  and  renders  a  resort  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  almost  Indispensable,  476 ;  the 
consent  of  the  States  required  for  the  district  systtoi, 
476;  basis  of  the  election  of  the  three  departments  of 
GoTomment,  476 ;  its  tendency  is  to  reduce  still  more 
the  relative  weight  of  the  lazge  States  in  the  general 
scale,  477 ;  remarks  on  the  other  propositions,  477, 478; 
remarks  of  commentators  on  the  oonstttntion,  478;  ex- 
perience has  settled  for  ns  the  general  point  ct  the  opera- 
tion of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  eonstitatlon  upon 
tba  relative  strength  and  influence  of  the  respeetlTe 
Oovemmeats,  479 ;  election  of  President  and  Yloo  Presi- 
dent by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  considered,  496;  it 
pTopoaes  to  divide  the  United  States  into  electoral  dls- 
trieta,  496, 487 ;  evils  of  the  general  ticket  system,  497; 
the  choice  of  electors  by  legislative  ballot  la  subject  to 
equal  ol^eetlons,  498;  analysis  of  the  words  of  the 
eonstitation,  498;  the  eonstmctlon  put  upon  the  eon- 
stitatlon at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  499 ;  reasons  stated 
la  the  Federalist,  499;  these  reasons  considered,  600, 
601;  by  the  eonstitation  it  was  intended  the  electoral 
ofilce  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity  in  the  republic, 
608;  the  elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the  people 
by  selliBg  his  vote,  608 ;  historical  examples  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  this  opinion,  508;  the  virtue  and  simpli- 
city of  this  day  must  pass  away,  608 ;  danger  of  tumults 
and  popular  commotions,  608 ;  what  shall  we  infor  from 
tumultuous  elections,  604;  the  Grecian  republics,  604. 

Oaucua  SiftUm.— Under  the  present  state  of  public 
fDclings  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  should  be 
postponed,  617  ;  a  new,  self-created,  central  power, 
stronger  than  the  power  of  the  constitution,  has  grown  up 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  617;  neie,  617;  this  power  at 
present  composed  of  a  select  number  of  members  of  Gon- 
greaa,  Ao,  618;  they  are  under  no  restriction  as  to  the 
number  and  condition  and  residence  of  their  membera, 
618 ;  ahould  perilous  times  occur  and  men  of  unchas- 
tened  ambition  become  President  and  Vice  President 
fhey  would  employ  this  central  power  to  fill  the  two 
Honaes  of  Gongress,  618;  let  any  member  of  the  Senate 
point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  the  slightest  encouragement  to  measures  of  any 
sort  by  which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  effscted  previously  to  the  choice  of  elec- 
tors in  the  several  States,  618;  the  practice  of  holding 
flsneuses  has  long  existed,  619;  the  fint  embargo  was 
agreed  upon  in  caucus,  619;  proceeding  in  the  States 
relative  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  619;  it 
has  been  said  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  large  States  to  deprive  the 
smaller  States  of  their  equal  ratio  in  the  House  in  the 
choice  of  President,  680 ;  a  reference  to  what  had  taken 
place  ahould  dispel  this  impressloa,  6801 

A  disproportion  has  grown  out  of  the  lelattve  powers 
of  the  great  and  small  States  which  the  members  of  the 
convention  had  not  foreseen,  681;  Ax  great  States  can 
eontrol  the  election,  681;  the  appointment  of  electors 


by  State  legislatures  has  been  aequieeeed  in  for  tUitj 
yeara,  681 ;  if  the  legislature  choose  the  deetois  they 
know  whom  they  choose,  681 ;  the  present  provWoa  of 
the  constitution  in  respect  to  an  election  of  Preatdeat 
is  extremely  weak,  688;  the  power  which  members  of 
Congress  assumed  of  nominating  a  President  plaecB  the 
complete  control  of  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  a 
party,  688;  the  caucus  is  neither  forbidden  nor  ei^QiBed 
by  the  constitution,  588;  every  printer  In  the  coontry 
exercised  the  same  privilege,  688. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  caucus  here,  588;  seems  to 
apprehend  the  time  will  come  when  tlie  President  aad 
heads  of  departments  will  participate  in  such  a  eon- 
vention,  588;  a  public  meeting  7iaa  been  held  to  recon- 
mend  to  the  people  to  unite  and  keep  the  eleetioB  is 
their  own  hands,  688;  what  la  the  question  before  a« 
Senate,  that  of  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  amend- 
ments, 688;  the  district  system,  588;  Is  the  olject  t» 
aifect  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  cauens  wbiek 
has  been  reoentiy  held,  584;  its  object  was  to  prodnct 
anion,  524;  former  caucuses,  684;  what  has  this  to 
do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the  constitatioat 
684;  It  is  a  firebrand  thrown  into  tfala  Houa^  684;  wlsst 
was  done  in  caucus  was  done  openly,  684;  explanstioB, 
684;  it  is  said  that  a  Congressional  caneoa  fortheaoni- 
natton  of  President  la  not  liable  to  any  of  the  objeetloca 
which  may  be  urged  against  the  election  of  PresideDt 
by  Congress,  586 ;  an  obvious  fallacy,  605 ;  If  gentleiMa 
acted  in  their  private  capacity  cTcry  dUxen  wobM  W 
entitied  to  attend,  586;  a  member  of  Oongreas  esaaot 
put  off  his  chancter  and  as  a  private  dtlaen  Interibn 
with  mattera  which  the  eonstitation  has  wisely  pro- 
hibited him  from  meddling  with,  686 ;  iUustntioDS,  SM; 
ol^octions  to  a  Congreaatonal  cauens,  686 ;  It  Is  ssid  meh 
a  caucus  Is  free  from  objection,  because  it  does  not  pr»- 
foss  to  elect  bnt  only  to  nominate  a  President,  SK;  b 
not  the  dedgn  of  the  nMulnation  to  proeare  the  eke- 
tion? 587;  it  is  said,  a  caaeus  Is  neceaaary  to  pronwto 
union,  687;  this  debate  is  entirely  oat  of  order,  iod 
foreign  to  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  688;  the  fame 
question  la,  whether  we  have  a  confederated  or  a  eoa- 
aolidated  government,  688;  how  Ikr  will  these  aomd- 
ments  go  to  cure  the  evils  in  the  eonstitation  «r  in- 
troduce othen  into  it,  688;  to  an  unadvised  stm^ 
who  had  heard  the>ilrBt  speaker  It  would  seem  thst  ft 
monster  of  yesterday  had  q>mng  up  threatening  ts  de- 
vastate the  countiy,  689;  it  Is  said  the  PreeideBt  ind 
Heads  of  Departments  may  with  equal  propriety  meet 
and  make  a  nomination,  but  they  do  not  come  imme- 
diately from  the  people  as  members  of  Congress,  50; 
let  gentlemen  propoae  a  substitute  for  a  eaucua,  W; 
what  is  the  consequence  of  a  difference  of  oplDioa? 
680;  the  meeting  la  merely  for  the  general  ooneeBtn- 
tfon  of  opinion,  680;  the  system  Is  too  old  In  this  cons- 
try— opposition  to  it  will  not  do,  681 ;  the  dangers  tbe 
Republican  party  had  to  encounter  have  been  naialf 
obviated  by  the  caucus  system,  688;  it  has  been  ap- 
proved, 688;  a  view  <tf  Uie  caucus  system  as  It  has 
operated,  688;  suppose  all  had  met  and  agreed  oa  a 
candidate,  what  would  have  been  the  conseqneoee? 
088;  in  a  government  like  ours  there  must  be  sobm 
mode  to  concentrate  the  votes  of  the  people,  588;  vbat 
Is  to  be  substituted  for  the  caucus  mode?  688;  motioa 
to  lay  on  the  table  lost,  684 ;  unfortunate  for  the  amead- 
ments  that  this  subject  baa  been  Introduced,  881,' 
none  could  be  made  to  affect  the  next  election,  SM; 
review  of  the  past,  684 ;  have  now  more  candldatea  for 
the  Presidency  than  ever  before,  584 ;  Impossible  to  see 
how  the  choice  of  Electors  by  districts  eouM  aifect  sa 
election  of  President,  OBBL 
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in  the  strongeet  colon,  085;  the  smaU  States  aek  the 
laige  to  diveet  thenuelyes  of  this  enormoiis  power  by 
adopting  a  system  of  single  districts  for  the  choice  of 
Electors,  585;  what  Is  the  power  of  the  small  States 
on  an  Election  of  President  by  the  Honse,  585;  the 
small  States  in  the  House  can  choose  a  President  against 
the  voice  of  the  large,  586 ;  of  what  advantage  is  this  power 
to  the  smsU  Spates,  which  has  been  exercised  but  once 
since  the  establishment  of  onr  gOTernment,  and  was  then 
considered  a  great  calamity,  586 ;  there  is  a  power  vested 
in  the  small  States  beyond  their  namerical  strength 
npon  which  their  existence  depends,  586;  the  district 
system  has  a  tendency  to  deprive  all  the  States  of  a  portion 
of  their  power,  587;  a  nomination  by  a  Congressional 
eancns  is  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constita- 
tion,  58T ;  the  meeting  of  some  members  of  the  Yi^nia 
Legislators,  587 ;  flirther  debate,  588»  589;  sabject  post- 
poned, 540. 

In  the  JRmms.— Resolved  to  appoint  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inqniro  into  expediency  of  amending  relative  to 
election  of  President,  Ac,  504;  report  of  committee,  600. 
Boad  and  Carnal  mating  power  wUMn  a  StaU.-^ 
In  the  Senate,  resolution  relative  to^  490;  importance  of 
the  question,  490 ;  is  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
within  the  States  now  vested  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 490;  little  reason  to  hope  that  without  some  con- 
stitutional provision  the  question  will  ever  be  settled, 
490;  other  reasons  for  the  amendment,  491.   SeeJndta^^ 
vols.  1,2, 8,  6. 
AmxBSON,  JoHH,  case  o£    See  Indeeos  vol.  6,  Bribery, 
A2n>sB80H,  EicBAJU>  C.  Jw.,  Bepreeentative  ttom  Ken- 
tacky,  a 

On  the  amendment  of  the  Journal  relative  to  Mis- 
soori,  62.  Bee  Indea^  voL  6. 
Appointments,  Utecuiioe.  See  Indeaa,  vol.  & 
ApproprioMone.— Stoppage  qf  Pay  to  Debtore  qffhe  Gov- 
vemmeaL—la  the  Senate,  an  amendment  proposed 
t^  the  Appropriation  bill,  195;  inexpedient,  196;  a  dec- 
laration that  there  was  no  honesty  among  public  oflkers, 
196 ;  officers  at  a  distance  might  find  it  difficult  to  settle 
their  accounts,  196;  any  man  indebted  to  the  people 
ought  to  discharge  that  debt  before  he  receives  any 
more  of  the  people,  196;  establish  an  odious  discrimi- 
nation among  public  debtors,  196 ;  in  this  attempt  to  do 
right  they  would  fall  into  the  error  of  doing  wrong,  196; 
object  is  to  compel  those  who  owe  the  government  to 
pay  their  debts,  197 ;  farther  debate,  197 ;  amendment 
lost,  197 ;  ftrther  amendments  offered  and  sgreed  to,  198. 
Oumberla/nd  Road,  Repair  qf.—A,  motion  to  insert 
$9000  for  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Boad,  198 ;  impol- 
itic to  Insert  this  provision  in  the  bill  which  could  not 
be  expected  to  succeed,  198;  appropriation  agreed  to, 
198;  enormous  amounts  already  expended  on  the  road, 
824 ;  the  people  of  the  West  have  been  heavily  taxed  to 
build  fortifications  on  the  seaboard,  824;  how  can  the 
repair  of  this  road  come  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
vidon  for  the  support  of  the  government  824;  manner 
In  which  the  provision  has  been  introdaced  into  the 
bill,  824;  the  same  reasons  that  induced  the  govern- 
ment to  build  the  road  should  lead  them  to  take  care  of 
it,  824;  is  it  an  object  of  suflBcient  consideration  to  aa- 
thorlze  this  appropriation,  825;  every  Congress  for  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years  has  appropriated  money  for  this 
oliiJect,  825;  it  Is  a  national  road  built  for  a  national  pur- 
pose, 825;  motion  to  strike  out  carried,  826;  question 
on  concurring  with  the  conmxittee  to  strike  out,  828 ; 
the  question  is,  by  ^om  the  road  shall  be  repaired,  888 ; 
whether  by  the  United  States,  or  by  the  people  who  use 
It,  828 ;  it  is  said,  because  you  have  made  the  road  yon 
shonldbe  at  the  expense  of  repairing  it,  829;  compari- 
sons have  been  instituted  between  the  amount  of  pnb- 


llo  money  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the 
East  and  in  the  West,  829;  how  can  it  be  said  JosUy 
that  the  money  expended  in  a  navy  has  been  for  the 
benefit  of  the  East,  829;  what  has  Pennsylvania  done? 
829 ;  it  is  expected  this  road  will  support  itself  829 ;  all 
agree  that  the  road  shall  not  be  suffered  to  go  to  ruin, 
880 ;  has  Congress  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  snli^t 
of  internal  improvements  within  the  States,  881 ;  far- 
ther remarks,  881 ;  motion  agreed  to,  881. 

Veto  Message  of  President  Monroe,  848 ;  the  biU,  844 ; 
rciJection  o^  84& 

Jn  the  Hou»e,—Th»  appropriation  bill  considered,  442 ; 
motion  to  appropriate  $60,000  to  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  442;.  origin  of  the  Aind  pledged  to  refimd  the 
money  which  the  road  oost,  442 ;  road  should  be  kept  in 
repair  by  tolls  Ibr  that  purpose,  442 ;  objecttoms  to  this 
course,  448;  if  the  road  were  accepted  by  the  States  la 
there  any  danger  it  would  go  to  destruction,  448;  roads 
in  Vermont,  448;  is  it  not  Just  that  this  road  should 
maintain  Itself?  448 ;  Congress  keeps  in  repair  ships  and 
fortifications  built  at  the  public  expense,  and  why  not 
this  road  built  in  the  same  manner?  444;  it  is  asked 
what  benefit  is  this  road  to  Maine  and  Georgia,  444; 
uncertain  whether  the  States  will  take  it  if  ceded,  444. 

Minister  to  Lisbon,  amount  to  deflray  the  expense  o( 
considered,  822;  bonndary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  amount  to  cover  the  expense  of  run- 
ning considerBd,  82& 

Qaestion  on  striking  oat  the  approiviatlon  Ibr  the 
erection  of  Fort  Calhoon,  885. 

Appropriation  for  Mobile  Point  considered,  885;  fikcts 
in  the  case,  885 ;  incorrect  policy  to  make  specific  appro- 
priations to  fortifications  by  name,  886 ;  reasons  why  the 
United  States  are  absolved  £rom  the  contract,  886;  Ihr- 
ther  debate,  886. 

MUUary.-^lsi  the  Senate,  to  purchase  a  fkrm  at  West 
Point,  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for,  618; 
no  use  to  purchase  this  fimn  with  the  public  house  on  it^ 
as  another  can  be  erected  close  at  hand,  518;  liquor  ob- 
tained at  this  house  and  inteoduced  in  violation  of  the 
rules  of  the  Academy,  518;  public  houses  scattered  all 
over  the  conntry,  and  the  expense  would  be  immense  If 
Government  should  purchsse  all  to  prevent  their  l^Jurl 
ons  effects  on  youth,  518;  if  the  purchase  is  made  It 
must  be  by  cession  of  the  Jurisdiction  firom  the  State, 
618;  the  object  is  much  greater  than  the  price  to  be 
paid,  514;  this  appropriation  would  introduce  a  new 
principle,  that  we  should  purchase  out  every  nuisance 
that  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  public  seminaries, 
514;  bill  psssed  to  a  third  reading;  515. 

JHplonuUio  Corpe,  reduction  q/C— Too  many  minis- 
ters now,  679;  none  needed  to  Spain  and  Portog^  679; 
moved  to  strike  out  lAaui,  as  unnecessary,  680 ;  a  Charge 
appointed  last  year,  680;  a  large  conmnerdal  intercourse 
between  us  and  Peru,  680;  Auiher  debate,  681. 

Jforth  Portico  of  Preeiden^e  Bouse,  question  on 
granting  the  appropriation,  682;  this  is  a  part  of  the 
original  plan  of  the  building,  682;  good  time  now  to 
build  it,  6S2;  reasons  for  doing  it,  682;  no  dlfiBlcnlty  to 
find  a  tenant  without  more  repairs,  688;  no  valuable  end 
to  be  answered  by  it,  688 ;  appropriation  lost,  684. 

Pay  for  Jobe  to  salaried  Officers,  question  on  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  prohibiting,  706;  compensation  re- 
ceived by  Governors  of  Territories  for  extra  services, 
706 ;  state  of  the  law  In  relation  to  these  Governors,  706; 
the  laws  relative  to  Governors  of  Territories  and  Indian 
agents,  709.  /Sm /iMtas,  vols.  1,  2, 8, 6. 
AscHXB,  Stxvkkson,  Bepreeentative  flrom  Maryland,  8;  on 

the  vote  of  Missouri  for  President,  116. 
Abohbx,  William  S.,  Bepresentative  lirom  Virginia,  8, 216^ 
8n,  692;  on  the  Miasoori  Gonstttation,  88;  «ffm  • 
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nMlatton  relftttre  to  the  poflitlon  of  MiMOori,  57, 00; 
on  the  amendmciit  of  the  JoanuU,  66;  <m  the  vote  of 
Missooii  for  President,  116;  on  the  death  of  William 
Lowndes,  419;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  888;  on 
the  suppression  of  pnbllo  dooumonta,  488.  fies  Indtao^ 
Yoie. 

Arkanta*  TdrrUMry.—See  Indtm^  vol  8,  TtrrUoriM. 

ArkattMU,  western  boundary,  report  on,  689. 

Army.— In  the  House,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  pay  and  .subsistenoe  of,  considered,  858;  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  a  certain  amount,  £68 ;  desirable  to 
see  first  a  statement  of  the  roTenue  of  the  country,  268; 
we  are  now  two  months  in  the  new  year,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  pay  the  demands  on  this  department,  268 ; 
the  army  and  the  BeTolntlonary  pensioners  saffBring* 
for  their  pay,  268;  the  first  Inquiry  is,  whether  we  have 
the  money,  264;  the  bill  was  reported  yesterday,  and  Is 
not  yet  dry,  264 ;  unsafe  to  a^ust  the  appropriations  on 
any  calculation  of  average,  264;  ftxrther  debate  on  the 
•mount  of  the  appropriation,  866^  266 ;  motion  to  report 
the  bill  to  the  House,  agreed  to,  856 ;  report  and  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  War,  871 ;  what  has  been  done 
for  the  offloexs  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  888 ;  it  is  said, 
that  to  preserve  peace,  a  nation  must  be  prepared  for 
war,  888;  at  what  time  will  there  be  war,  or  what  Is  the 
adequate  measure  of  preparation?  888;  not&t  888;  no 
probaUUty  the  Unitod  States  will  soon  be  at  war  with 
any  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  888;  the  dangers  of  an 
Soropean  Invasion  are  past,  888;  the  militia  are  the 
strong  bulwark  and  impregnable  debnoe  of  the  nation, 
884. 

Armif,  Beduotion  of  the,  bill  for,  T8. 


Ba«lt,  Thoxas,  Sepresentalive  ttma  Maryland,  6, 988. 

Baiut,  JoHir,  Representative  from  Massaohnsetts,  698;  on 
the  case  of  Bailey,  684. 

Bakkb,  Galkb,  Representative  tram  New  York,  &  /Sm  /»- 
<2ea9^  voLd. 

Baldwin,  Hkxbt,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania^  8, 
S16;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  68;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  68;  on  the  appropriation 
relative  to  Missouri,  98;  on  the  South  American  Prov- 
inces, 97;  relative  to  the  aflkirs  in  Florida,  888;  on  ex- 
penditure of  the  Indian  department,  828;  on  military 
appropriations,  858^  864;  on  the  proposed  adjournment 
868 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  828,  826l  See  Indem^  voL  6l 

BaUi  William  I^  Representative  from  Yirglnia,  4,  216, 
882, 698 ;  decease  oi;  614    See  Indeao^  voL  6l 

SanJb  Kotee  in  Pa^tment  <^  Duties.— In  the  House,  a 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reftising 
the  notes  of  every  bank  in  payment  of  dnfies  which 
issues  bills  smaller  than  five  dollars,  61 ;  viciousness  of 
the  currency  where  such  small  notes  are  issued,  61; 
efl'oTts  making  in  some  of  the  States  to  banish  them 
fttnn  circulation,  61 ;  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
such  a  measure  would  have  in  giving  preference  to  the 
notes  of  the  Unitod  States  Bank,  61 ;  the  committee 
should  iuquiro  whether  the  Government  should  not 
lend  its  aid  to  bring  about  unllbrmity  by  excluding 
small  notes,  62:  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  has  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  reception  of  these  notes,  68;  bad 
policy  ever  to  have  permitted  the  banks  to  issue  notes 
of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  62 ;  the  particu- 
lar ol^ect  of  this  motion  is  not  to  benefit,  the  bank,  62 ; 
the  bank  has  not  fiilfllled  the  duties  it  was  intended  to 
perform,  62 ;  was  tho  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
Intended  only  for  men  who  deal  in  tens  and  hundreds? 
68;  the  people  expeeted  the  Government  to  do  what 


was  la  its  power  to  restore  a  sound  eorrency  to  the 
oonntry,  68;  this  measure  would  tend  to  prevent  fha 
exportation  of  specie,  68 ;  the  sooner  these  small  notes 
are  stopped  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  eomityy,  58; 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  question,  68;  this  is  the  beginning  of  a  system  <£ 
legislation  which  looks  towards  an,  interftrenee  with 
the  Stote  Banks,  68 ;  one  bank  in  a  conntiy  as  obfee- 
tionable  as  one  head  in  a  monarchy,  68 ;  If  Congress  has 
the  power  to  interfere  with  one  dollar  notes  of  the 
State  Banks,  it  has  the  power  to  intoifere  with  all 
the  notes,  68 ;  Impn^r  to  attempt  indirectly  a  i 
ore  we  cannot  ^proaoh  directiy,  68;  resolatfon  ] 
64. 

Bank  cf  the  United  StaUe.—lii  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  s 

the  charter  of  the  United  Stetes  Bank  by  appointing 
officers  to  sign  the  bOls  considered,  178;  motion  to  poA> 
pone  lost,  178;  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sccttosi 
carried,  178.    See  IndeoR^  vols.  1, 8, 4,  S,  6l 

Banke  <^  DepottL—Bff^tt  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Tiiiasuij 
relative  to,  249. 

Bamibrupt  Act.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  callfng  igr 
information  relative  to  the  operation  of  the  Bankrupt 
Law  of  1800  considered,  828;  information  wanted  as  a 
guide,  888;  extent  of  the  call  limited,  888;  the  propo- 
eltton  Is  one  of  *  novel  character,  224 :  the  information 
should  be  obtained  tibrough  the  medium  of  a  t^ummMt**^ 
884;  flirther  debate— resolution  carried,  884 

BUI  oonsldered,  888;  the  whole  dvlHied  world,  so 
fiur  as  it  was  oommerdal,  had  adopted  a  bankrniyt  law, 
888;  two  principal  points  regarded,  security  to  the 
creditor  and  relief  to  the  debtor,  888:  diffsrenoes  in  the 
administration  of  those  laws,  288;  the  Oovenunent  of 
our  own  nation,  884;  the  operation  of  the  certifleate  of 
discharge,  886;  the  unpopularity  of  the  ibrmer  law 
should  be  attributed  to  elrcnmstanoes  not  really  affeet- 
Ing  the  merits  of  the  system,  285;  the  principles  and 
leading  provisions  of  the  bill,  286;  the  Engliah  systen 
except  in  some  details,  286;'  how  has  the  system  open- 
ted  in  England,  286;  this  system  has  totally  ihfled  sfier 
a  ftill  and  iklr  trial,  287 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  fint 
section  of  the  bill,  ]S89;  effecto  of  this  bill  upon  the 
people,  289 ;  who  may  become  a  bankrupt,  889 ;  it  eon- 
tains  no  provision  ft>r  corporations,  889;  the  principle 
of  the  bill  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  man,  SS9;  It  b 
urged  that  the  law  provides  relief  for  the  unlbrtnnata 
debtor,  840;  there  Is  no  constitutional  power  to  dis- 
charge a  man  from  his  debts,  841 ;  the  loaolvent  laws 
of  the  Stetes  are  preferable  to  a  general  system,  841; 
the  constitution  provides  that  the  Judicial  power  shaO 
be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court,  Ac^  841;  It  proposes 
to  incorporate  the  mercantile  community  with  a  system 
of  laws  peculiar  to  themselves,  842.  The  provisioa  to 
compel  the  debtor  to  surrender  his  property  for  the 
pretended  benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  exonerate  the 
debtor  ih>m  his  obligations,  objectionable,  246;  thb 
system  would  change  the  relations  of  debtor  and  credt- 
tor,  246;  tho  laws  <if  other  nations  on  this  sul^Jeet,  946; 
experience  of  other  nations  would  often  prove  a  fiital 
guide,  246. 

We  are  now  to  determine  whether  a  bankrui^  hi* 
shall  embrace  every  citizen  of  the  nation,  and  q>read  its 
demoralizing  influence  over  the  whole  snrihoe  of  so- 
ciety, 280;  it  has  been  said  by  its  friends  that  this  bm 
should  be  confined  to  the  morcantUo  clasaes,  290;  will 
you  psss  a  bankrupt  law  for  t^  former?  2dO;  a  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  power  has  now  arisen  on  the 
amendment  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  biQ,  SSI; 
consider  the  meaning  of  the  term  bankrupt,  3S1 ;  exteat 
of  the  meaning,  281 ;  the  general  spirit  of  the  ledenl 
institutions,  281 ;  oontraiy  to  the  nature  and  qurit  «f 
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our  QoTernment  to  extend  It  to  all  riJmsm  of  peoplA, 
981;  who  may  he  doeUtred  baaknipts  agaloflt  their 
will,  288;  In  what  manner  la  a  person  to  be  declared  a 
iMuikrapt  b7  thla  bill?  288;  what  then  is  the  situation 
this  bill  plaoes  every  man  within  its  adTerse  proTlslons? 
888;  details  of  the  bill,  288 ;  what  will  be  the  moral  and 
practical  eifects  of  this  blU  with  the  amendment?  288 ; 
what  wonld  be  the  necessary  operation  of  such  a  law  ? 
288 ;  eontroTersies  that  would  arise,  284 ;  the  manifest 
tendency  of  thi  bill  to  increase  the  perpetuation  of 
frand,  284:  Airther  details  discussed,  285 ;  question  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bUl  lost,  886.  Ses  Indigo,  vols.  8, 8. 

Basbu,  Lbti,  Bepresentative  from  Ohio,  2141, 877.  Ste  Inr- 
<leaB^  voL  A. 

Baxbbb,  Notu»  Representative  from  Connectieut,  81&,  877, 
688. 

BAMBOun,  J^m,  Senator  from  Yiiginla,  187,  848,  466;  on 
appropriation  to  the  Cttknberland  Bead,  198;  on  the 
soppresslott  of  piracy,  866;  on  the  British  Colonial 
trade,  860 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484 ;  on  addltlonul 
aloopsofwar,604;  on  amendment  to  the  oonstitation, 
689,688.    i8M/n<fstB,vols.6,6. 

BAmsom,  Johh  8.,  Bepresentative  from  Virginia,  698. 

BAmsovB,  Philip  P.,  Bepresentative  ftom  Virginia,  4, 816, 
698;  on  the  Jfissonil  Constitution,  86;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal,  66, 67, 68;  reports  on  a  naval  peace 
establishment  81,  98;  relative  to  Missouri,  88;  on  the 
Increase  of  the  navy,  180;  chosen  Speaker,  816;  his  ad- 
dress, 816;  on  the  report  relative  to  land  offices,  807; 
address  as  Speaker  on  a  vote  of  thanks,  461  Bm  In(Ue\ 
vo1sl6,6. 
'  Baxstow,  Odiok,  Bepresentative  from  Massachusetts, 
816,408. 

Baxtlrt,  loBiBOP,  Bepresentative  from  New  Hampshire, 
690. 

Bastlst,  Mouwoai,  Bepresentative  from  Ohio,  698. 

BABTOir,  Datid,  Senator  from  Missouil,  187, 848, 466:  rela- 
tive to  Louisiana  land  titles,  160;  presents  a  memorial 
of  Cherokee  Government,  688. 

Basscr,  Bvswxll,  Bepresentative  from  Virginia,  816, 877, 
699 ;  relative  to  public  defoulters,  881 ;  on  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  money,  879, 890;  on  Canadian  refugees, 
411 ;  on  load  from  Memphis  to  little  Bock,  616.  Sm 
JndeoD^  vols.  8, 4, 6,  6. 

Batsk AX,  BpHmAiM,  Bepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  8, 
816,877.    iS0e /iKtaD,  vols.  6, 6. 

Batm,  Jamib  Woodsoh,  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  8, 817, 
877.    Bee  Indea^,  voL  6. 

JkMureaiirmoOrlean».SeeTndeti\,YoL^  I>o,8LLouU, 
Ses  Indeao^  vol.  6. 

Batum,  FxAHcn,  Bepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  816, 
877, 698 ;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  river,  400 ; 
on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676 ;  on  the  duty  on  tallow,  696. 

Babbowb,  Dakri,  Bepresentative  horn  Connecticat,  816, 
878 ;  on  the  Indian  department,  880. 

BsAVKABCHAis,  cfolm  ^— In  the  Houae,  a  message  relative 
to,  188, 817 ;  letters  of  Baron  Neville  to  the  Secretaxy  of 
State,  817, 816 ;  the  subject  referred  to  a  committee  who 
did  not  report  on  it,  motion  to  refer  again,  878;  ought 
not  to  take  the  course  of  common  claims,  878;  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  878;  report  428.  See  Indem^ 
vols.  8, 6, 6. 

BsscHsa,  Philzmoh,  Bepresentative  ftom  Ohio,  8, 598.  See 
Indee^  vol.  6. 

Bsu.,  Bakubl,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  466. 

Behtoh,  Thomas  H.,  Senator  from  Missouri,  148,  868,  465; 
otfers  a  resolution  relative  to  Louisiana  land  titles,  159 ; 
160;  offers  a  resolution  for  information  relative  to  lands 
donated  for  certain  Christian  Indiana,  160 ;  remarks,  161 ; 
«ota,  164 ;  on  land  titles  in  Missouri,  176 ;  on  the  Indian 
Ihctory  system,  180,  188;  offers  resolutions  relative  to 


persons  of  Indian  blood,  189;  oftBfs  a  resolution  relative 
to  revenue  from  lead  mines,  801 ;  on  the  ftir  trade  of  the 
west,  801;  on  the  lead  mine  leases  of  the  Upper  Missis 
sippl,  807;  oifers  a  resolution  respecting  officers  of  the 
army,  811 ;  reports  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  lead  mines, 
858;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  occupation  of  the 
north-west  coast,  868, 866;  on  the  sale  of  the  lead  mlAca 
and  salt  springs,  868;  offexB  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution, submitting  the  election  of  President,  Ac,  to  a 
derect  vote  of  the  people,  478 ;  against  the  case  of  Hen- 
derson, 488;  reports  on  the  amendments  to  the  constl- 
stution,  485, 496;  reports  on  western  boundary  of  Ar- 
kansas, 640, 689,  noie^  640  ,*  offers  a  resolution  on  Lake  Su- 
perior copper  mines,  640 ;  on  the  Indian  fox  trade,  648, 
658,664;  on  selling  reftise  lands,  667;  on  the  duty  on 
cotton,  681 ;  relative  to  the  use  of  American  hemp,  666L 

BiasLOw,  Lswxs,  Bepresentotive  from  Mssaachnsetts,  816^ 
8n. 

BOle^  Money.— See  IndeoB,  voL  1. 

Bille,  last  day  for  sending  from  either  House,  669,  fUte^  689. 

Blaohlsdob,  Wiixiam,  Bepresentetlve  from  North  Caro- 
lina, 817, 8n. 

Blaxb,  JAina,  Bepresentetlve  fh>m  South  Carolina,  816;  on 
a  call  for  Information  relative  to  the  former  bankrupt 
Uws,888. 

BuLiB,  JoBH,  Bepresentetlve  from  Tennessee,  698. 

Bkmk  JSaOota^  ekail  they  he  eotmUd  t—See  JndeoB^  vol.  4 

Bloomvixld,  Joskpb,  Bepresentetlve  from  New  Jersey,  8. 
See  IndeoBit  vol.  6. 

iSfM  JAffhte^  aeHffnaleloths  enemy.— See  Jhdeao^  vol  6. 

BoASDMAH,  Bluah,  Senator  from  Connecticnt,  187,  848; 
decease  oi;  478. 

BoDKir,  Ain>Bxw,  Bepresentetlve  *fh>m  Pennsylvania,  17. 
See  Indeoit  voL  6. 

BoBLAND,  Chablsb,  Jx.,  Bepresentetlve  ttom  New  York, 
816, 87a 

BowUy  toJUhing  9eeed8.—See  Inde»^  vol  6,  DvHee^dbo, 

Bbaslbt,  Whxiam  C,  Bepresentetlve  from  Vermont,  698l 
See  Indea\  vol  & 

Bbakoh,  Johh ,  Senator  from  North  Osrolina,  466 ;  on  amend- 
meate  to  the  constitution,  68& 

Breadi  qf privilege.— See  Indea^  vols.  8, 4 

BnacK,  SAMTJUi,  Bepresentetlve  fkom  Pennsylvania,  698. 

BsxoKSKBiDOB,  Jambb  D.,  Bcprescntetive  from  Kentucky, 
888, 877;  on  the  ^jproprtetlon  for  the  Cumberland  road, 
824 ;  on  a  western  armory,  486 ;  on  the  suppression  of 
public  doouments,  44L    See  Indea^  voL  6. 

BuECKSHmiDOB,  Bcv.  Mr.,  chosen  chaplain  of  the  House,  879. 
See  Indeaa,  vol  6. 

Bbxnt,  William  L.,  Bepresentetlve  ttom  Louisiana,  698 ;  on 
Maison  Bongo's  cli^m,  616. 

Bbtvabd,  Joseph,  Bepresentetlve  ttom  South  Carolina,  8. 
See  Indea^t  yo\.  6. 

Bribery.— See  Jnde»y  vola.  1,  & 

British  Affffreeaions  on  our  eomtneree.—See  Indea^  voL  a 

BriHah  Inirigue9.See  Index^  vol.  4 

Britieh  MtnieUr,  conduct  o/,—See  Indeao^  voL  4 

BriUsh  WetA  India  Trade.    See  Indeao,  vol  6. 

Beowx,  Ethah  Allbn,  Senator  ttom  Ohio,  154, 848, 466;  re- 
lative to  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  164 

Bbowk,  James,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  187,  848,  466;  on 
the  suppression  of  piracy,  855;  on  the  roada  In  Florida, 
609,510.    «S0sJiM^vOls.4,6^a 

Beown,  JoHir,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  816, 877, 
598. 

Bbowk,  Wiluam,  Bepresentetlve  from  Kentucky,  8;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  67;  on  the  Sooth  Ameri- 
can Provinces,  97;  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Thirteen,  101;  on  repealing  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
184    /Sse /futeoB,  voL  a 

Bevsh,  Hbkbt,  Bepresentetlve  l^om  Ohio,  8;  on  the  i 
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ment  of  the  Jonnud,  68,  68;  on  the  Bouth  Axneiioan 
Provlncea,  99.    JSes  Indeso^  yol  6, 

Bbtav,  Hshbt,  n.,  Bepresentative  trom  Tenneesee,  6.  See 
IndesOf  vol.  6. 

BirOHAKAir,  Jamxs,  Bepreeentetlye  from  Pennsylvania,  21 6| 
889, 592;  on  ezponditure  of  the  Indian  deportment,  280; 
on  militia  fines,  288;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  266;  on 
the  bankrupt  bill,  280 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocka, 
818;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  828;  offers  a  resolution 
relative  to  mlUtla  fines,  887;  on  orimes  on  the  high  seaa, 
442;  on  coats  in  patent  cases,  618,  614;  on  a  monnment 
to  Washington,  689, 640 ;  on  the  duty  on  iron,  672;  on 
the  duty  on  woollens,  676 ;  on  the  tariff,  787. 

BvcK,  DiJiniL  A.,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Vermont,  592. 

BuoKirss,  BiOHABD  A.,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  592. 

Bumm,  JoaxpH,  Jb.,  Kepresentative  from  Nevr  Hampshire, 
8.    JSeelnd&g^yoLi. 

BvBLxias,  WiLLiAK,  Representative  from  Maine,  691. 

Burning  qflht  Library  qf  OonffreM.SM  Indeao,  vol  & 

BvviON,  HuTcmHS  G.,  Bepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
6, 216, 877, 698 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  68 ; 
on  vaccination,  248,  297.    /S^  Indeft,  voL  6. 

BvKWMLL,  WiLUAX  A.,  Bopresentatlve  from  Virginia,  8; 
on  a  national  vaccine  institution,  8  ;  decease  oA  128. 
See  IndeoD,  vols.  8, 4, 6, 6. 

BuTLBB,  JoBXAE,  Bopresentativo  from  New  Hampshire, 
8,  216,  SH;  reUtive  to  Hiseonrl,  84,  94  iS^  Jndm), 
T0L6. 

BuTLXB,  Thomas,  Bepresentative  from  Louisiana,  8;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  journal,  64;  on  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  department,  229 ;  on  Max*s  contract  for  «tone, 
887.    i8M/iufea,voL6. 


Oady,  Johh  W.,  Bepresentative  from  New  York,  692. 

Calbouit,  Joen  C,  letter  on  the  dviUiation  of  the  Indians, 
247 ;  letter  relative  to  Bevolutionary  pensions,  861.  £66 
JndeoDf  vols.  4, 6, 6. 

Call,  Biohabd  K^  Delegate  from  Florida,  598;  on  roads  in 
Florida,  610,  611 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  707. 

Caxbkxlsno,  CniTBOniLL  C,  Bepresentative  from  New 
York,  216, 877, 602 ;  on  Mix's  contract  for  stone,  887 ;  on 
the  collection  of  duties,  844;  on  the  suppression  of  pira- 
cy, 887;  on  a  pension  for  the  mother  of  Com.  Perry, 
604;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  696;  on  naval  pen- 
sions, 606;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  678;  on  the  duty 
on  tallow,  697. 

Cajipbbll,  Johk  W.,  Bepresentative  from  Ohio,  8, 216,878, 
602;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  824;  on  the  road  from 
Ohio  to  Michigan,  416;  on  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  429,  482;  on  Malson  Bongo's  claim,  616. 
Se6  Indeoo^  voL  6. 

Cajipbxll,  Bobsbt,  Bepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
692. 

Cajipbxll,  Baicuxl,  Bepresentative  ttom  New  York,  216, 
877;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  60;  on  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  88. 

OaiMdian  B^fu{fe69.—In  the  House,  a  resolution  relative  to 
reviving  the  acts  req)eoting,  410;  pledges  of  the  nation 
to  make  provision  ibr  those  persons,  410;  all  that  has 
been  done  has  been  of  limited  duration,  410;  if  the  cases 
are  few.  It  would  be  better  to  act  on  them  individually, 
than  by  a  general  law,  411 ;  on  principle  that  reliance  Is 
placed,  411 ;  resolution  lost,  411.    iSee  Index^  vols.  2, 6. 

Canal  in  Florida,  petition  for,  706;  report  on,  724. 

Oaxhoit,  Nxwtok,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Tennessee,  8, 216, 
877 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  West  Point  Academy 
11 ;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  Military  Academy, 
64 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  266;  on  the  proposed  ad- 
journment, 267. 


Oaraecoi,  relief  ot—S66  Ind6»,  toL  4 

Cabtbb,  JoHzr,  Bepresentative  from  Bouth  OkoI1imi»  Mi;  «k 
the  TarU;  71& 

0ar96r  Oranl,  the,  resolution  relative  to^  oonsldend,  til; 
report  on  the,  858;  memorial  req>eeti9g,  dOCL 

Gaxt,  Gxobqb,  Bepresentative  from  Qeoigia,  OM;  ok  a 
monument  to  Washington,  640. 

Casb,  Waltbb,  Bepresentative  from  New  Yoit;,  8.  B66  Ja> 
d60\  vol.  6b 

Cassxdt,  Gxobos,  Bq>resentatlve  from  New  Jersfegr,  ti% 
877,602. 

Gatuv,  Altbsd  M.,  BepresentatlTe  from  North  OHroUaa, 
692. 

Oattom^  0(mffrs69(onalS66  Ind6a^  toL  6i,  and  Jndtaa,  tsL 
7,  Atn6ndm6nt»  to  ths  Cont/MuHan. 

CAUsniK,  Jamsb,  Bepresentative  flrom  Maryland,  21€L 

Cavuoi,  Evbxoo,  resolution  relative  to,68^  690. 

Catalla,  Governor,  his  statenkeai,  271. 

Cbahbibs,  Datii),  Bepresentative  lh>m  Ohk^  Sit,  SH;  «» 
the  appropriation  bill,  8SL 

Chaitolxx,  Jomv,  Senator  ttom  Maine,  848, 465 ;  om  taSBtarj 
roads  in  Maine,  166;  on  the  sappression  of  pizacj,  MB; 
on  building  doops-of-war,  491, 494;  on  roada  In  Flarids* 
510;  on  purchase  of  a  turn  near  West  Point,  SIS;  sa 
striking  out  the  duty  on  hen^,  670.   366  Indsm^  tbL  4 

ChairUabU  (H^eet8.-S66  Indtm,  vol  1. 

Cbabb,  Judge,  official  condnot  and  trial  at— iSm  Indam,  -wU.  t, 

Ch6rok66  Indian^t  oommnnieatlea  relative  to,  S6B;  G«fcn- 
ment  memorial  of^  688. 

Ch6»ap6ak6t  frigate,  attack  on.-^iSiM  /lutaa,  toL  a. 

ChritUan  Indian6  in  Ohio,  memorial  o^  856;  report.  8S1L 

Claoobr,  Olzftox,  Bepresentattve  from  New  HavpddK, 
8;  on  the  South  American  Piovinoee,  96.  S66  Adm^ 
voL4 

Claim  qf  Fir^finia,  message  respeeting,  668.    S&6  Virgimia. 

Clabk,  Lot,  BepresentatlTe  ttom  New  York,  00ft. 

Clabk,  Bobbbt,  Bepresentativo  from  New  York,  S ;  an  the 
admission  of  Missouri,  107 ;  ofTers  a  resolntioB  relatiTe 
to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  122;  on  the  dnty  on  ben. 
724, 726.— iSm  Jnd6X^  voL  4 

Clabkb,  Mattbxw  St.  Claib,  ehosen  dark  of  the  Hooae, 
878,598. 

Clattov,  Tboxas,  Senator  ficom  Delaware,  488l  S66  Mndtm, 
ToL5. 

Cfloeh,  aUegorieal  ornament  for  the.  In  Senate,  588l 

Clat,  Hbnbt,  Bepresentative  £rom  Kentoeky,  71,  5K;  re- 
signs Speakership  of  the  Hous%  4;  relative  to  Miawmit. 
88, 84, 86, 92;  moves  a  Committee  of  Thirteen,  92;  on 
the  South  American  States,  98, 96^  98;  on  tlie  xe|Mrt  ef 
the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  100;  on  reoonslderiBg  the 
vote  relative  to  Missouri,  106 ;  offers  readlationa  relrtive 
to  the  vote  of  Missouri  for  President,  118;  on  do^  lU, 
115, 120;  reports  on  the  Spanish  Ameriean  BepmhIieB, 
124;  moves  a  Joint  committee  relative  to  Misaomi,  lii; 
moves  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  181 ;  daeted 
Speaker,  692;  his  address,  692;  on  relief  of  Snmh  Pcny, 
624, 626;  on  surveys  of  roads,  628;  on  aurreya  fbr  roaift 
and  canals,  684;  on  the  duty  on  molasaea,  70S,  TM;  en 
the  tariff,  707.    iSee /«u2e(B,  vols.  8, 4, 5, 4 

OalaM  against  the  United  Stotes  considered,  550l 

Ooasi  Survey,— 86e  Indso^^  voL  8. 

Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  Bepresentative  from  GecMgia,  S,  SH; 
offers  resolutions  relative  to  a  reduction  of  expenditne^ 
6 ;  on  the  reduction  of  expenditures,  54;  on  bank  notes 
in  payment  (tf  duties,  54;  offers  resolutions  reUtive  to  a 
limitation  of  the  naval  foroe,  61;  on  U&o  aakendmentef 
the  Journal  rehttlve  to  Missouri,  68 ;  relative  to  Mtooori. 
87;  on  the  appropriation  relative  to  Mlsaoori,  92, 28;  en 
the  South  American  Provinoes,  97;  on  naval  pemloKS 
606, 606 ;  on  reUef  of  Sarah  Perry,  621    866  /imImb,  toL  1 

Cooxn,  John,  Bepceaentative  from  Tenneaaee,  4|  911;  S7( 
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6M ;  on  the  norguiatlon  of  the  ovwy,  MB ;  on  tnuuic- 
tione  in  Florida,  808 ;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  8SS;  on 
military  appropriationa,  880;  on  hoetile  ezpeditiona, 
884;  on  charges  against  Jndge  Tait,  411;  on  the  road 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  415;  on  the  acconnta  of  Tomp- 
kins, 086;  on  roads  in  Florida,  611 ;  on  contingeneiea, 
688 ;  on  paying  salaried  officers  ibr  Job  work,  706.  Sm 
Jndta\  ToL  6. 

Cocoa^-^jyutf  abolished,  680. 

Cod  JHtheHM.—JSee  Indea^  vols.  1, 8,  and  J>uHe$  on  Im- 
portty  ToL  Ow 

Coins  and  jtfinl— Beport  relatlre  to,  484 ;  Ibrefgn  report  on, 
487.— <8ed  IndMf  toL  6. 

CoLBirxK,  BsuBKir,  case  of;  517. 

Ck>LDSH,  Oadwaxladsb  D.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York, 
877 ;  on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  889 ;  on 
transactions  in  Florida,  858, 808 ;  on  frtgitiye  slaTes,  886 ; 
on  hostile  expeditions,  888 ;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
888 ;  on  reward  (br  captaring  pirates,  889. 

GOLUHi,  Ela,  BepresentatlTC  from  New  York,  098. 

Columbia  JBi««r.^Re8olation  lelatiTe  to  the  occupancy  of, 
60 ;  report  on  the  oocopation  of;  74. 

In  (A«  Bouts,— A  bill  to  proyide  fbr  the  oocnpatlon  of 
the  month  of  the  Columbia  BiTer  oonsidored,  898;  this 
step  will  be  on  precisely  the  same  principle  which  has 
directed  the  progress  of  population  lh>m  the  first  moment 
the  English  landed  in  Virginia,  898 ;  the  settlement  on  the 
Oregon  connecting  the  trade  of  that  riVer  and  coast  with 
the  Missouri,  is  to  open  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  shipping 
Interests,  Ac,  888;  these  rirers  water  a  country  where 
the  best  ftirs  in  America  are  taken,  896;  meet  of  the 
hunting  ground  on  the  Missouri  has  been  for  a  long  time 
In  possession  of  the  British  traders,  898;  the  value  of 
this  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  when  it  has  been 
encouraged  and  attended  to,  898;  something  to  encour- 
age us  in  contemplating  this  trade,  but  much  to  humble 
our  boasted  spirit  of  enterprise,  898;  were  this  trade 
pursued  In  connection  with  our  whale  fisheries,  we  could 
purchase  the  whole  supplies  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Canton  market  without  a  dollar  taken  At  of  the  coun- 
try, 894;  the  whale  fishery,  894;  its  amount,  894;  tho 
China  market,  894;  its  trade,  880 ;  it  Is  said  the  Canton 
trade  is  ruinous  to  us,  as  draining  the  country  of  its  spe- 
cie, 895 ;  source  of  much  of  the  profits  of  this  trade,  896 ; 
the  route  to  the  month  of  the  Columbia  is  easy,  safe,  and 
expeditious,  897;  it  is  said  the  settlement  in  Oreyon 
xnay  produce  bad  consequences  to  this  country,  898 ;  the 
lands  of  Oregon  are  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
grains,  898;  PrevosVs  report  of  his  mission,  899. 

This  territory  has  been  fiiirly  purchased  firom  Franco 
t>y  the  United  Statee,  and  its  limits  recently  and  dis- 
tinctly marked  by  our  late  treaty  with  Spain,  899 ;  every 
Territory  is  entitled  to  and  has  been  protected  by  a  Ter- 
ritorial Government  progressing  with  its  population, 
899;  the  expense  of  the  Territorial  Oovemments  con- 
tempUted  by  this  bin,  400;  the  extent  of  the  whde 
fishery,  400;  letter  of  Mr.  Hawes,  401 ;  statements  of 
others,  401 ;  it  is  said  that  by  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure the  limits  of  our  empire  would  be  extended  too  fkr, 
401 ;  it  is  said  the  cbancee  of  war  might  be  increased, 
408;  we  have  the  ability  to  protect  our  trade  on  that 
ocean,  408;  importance  of  the  Northwest  Trade,  408 ; 
magnificent  projects  open  upon  our  view  in  relation  to 
eommeroe  on  the  Fadflc  Ocean,  408;  it  has  been  said 
that  this  is  a  colonixing  plan,  406 ;  the  colonising  States 
of  ancient  times  have  been  the  most  powerfbl,  408; 
Spain,  Portugal,  France,  England,  408 ;  was  Great  Britain 
more  powerftil,  wealthy,  and  happy  befbre  she  began  to 
colonlie,  than  now?  404 ;  friture  prospects,  401 

This  la  calculated  to  draw  off  our  capital  and  popula- 
tion to  a  point  where  they  will  be  lees  efficient  and  use- 
Vou  Vn.— 49 


fill  than  at  present,  and  where  they  must  eventually  be 
lost  to  these  States,  404;  the  whole  country  east  of  the 
Boeky  Mountains  is  bound  together  by  the  strongest 
and  most  indissoluble  ties,  400;  the  whsle  fishery  does 
not  require  your  protection  or  encouragement,  400; 
resolution  laid  over,  406;  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  lost, 
481.    SesKorUiwsstCoatL 

CoLincBira,  portrait  o(  481. 

Oommsires  and  Kavigation.'-Jjdtter  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  417. 

Oonuneres  qfthe  United  Staiss.—See  IndM,  voL  1. 

CommUU&y  Joint,  doctlon  ol^  in  the  House,  188 ;  report  oC 
188;  of  thirteen,  appointed,  98 ;  report  d;  94. 

Ompsnsation  of  MtmSbtm^—Sss  Indsoo^  voL  0,  Pay  q^Mun' 
hsrt. 

Oompeni€Mon  of  PrsrtdMU  and  yUs-PrsHdenl—Ses  In- 
dsoa,  vols.  1, 8. 

CoHDiOT,  Lxwxs,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  Jersey,  816, 877, 
098 ;  relative  to  public  delknlters,  881 ;  on  the  appropri- 
ation fbr  the  Cumberbmd  road,  834 ;  on  the  snppreasion 
of  piracy,  881.    ^Sm  IndMt  vols.  4, 0. 

Oongrua.—Fini  session  of  17th  convenes,  187;  1st  session  of 
17th  adjourns,  846;  8d  session  of  17th  convenes,  848; 
adjourns  at  dose  of  8d  session  of  17th  Congress,  464 ;  Ist 
session  of  18th  convenes,  465. 

CoHxiJxa^  Alfbed,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  York,  816, 
877. 

CoHvas,  Henry,  Bepreeentative  firom  North  Carolina,  816; 
8n,698u 

Oontetted  EUeUon  of  seat  of  delegate  fit>m  Michigan,  090 ; 
report  on,  689 ;  noU^  689. 

ConUttsd  .SZeoMofk—In  the  House— Shall  a  printed  ballot, 
having  the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  through  it,  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  valid  vote  f  618 ;  blank  votes  do  not  fkimish 
a  case  in  point,  618.    Bss  Indeoo^  vols.  1, 8, 6. 

(kmUngmU  igp&nM9.Ses  Indm^  vols.  8,  & 

CbiUin^enc<e&— Debate  on  the  appropriation  fbr,  699, 700. 

Oontracts,  OovemmwLSss  Indsm^  voL  8. 

OontroverHM  bUuisen  StaU*.—8$s  Jndsa\  voL  Oi 

CoNWAT,  HxirsT  W.  delegate  firom  Arkansas,  09B;  on  road 
fh>m  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  615. 

Ooniooy  By9Um.Ss6  Indeaa,  voL  4 

Cook,  Dakixl  P.,  Bepresentatlve  fit>m  Illinoia,  8, 816, 877, 
098;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution,  49;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal,  68,  64,  68;  on  the  South  American 
Provinces,  98 ;  on  the  report  relative  to  Land  Offices,  807; 
on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  488 ;  on  the  ^- 
propriation  bill,  707.    See  Indea\  voL  6. 

Cordage,  I>rawbaet  on.-^Jn  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  cordage  manufkctnred  from  foreign  hemp, 
190;  policy  of  the  measure  as  regards  home  grown 
hemp  questionable,  190;  it  will  encourage  the  exporta- 
tion as  well  as  importation,  190 ;  example  of  other  conn- 
tries,  190 ;  bill  postponed,  191 ;  rejected,  198. 

Cbsto  in  dutU  hy  Patentee$.—ln  the  House,  a  bill  o<moem- 
ingv  considered,  606;  the  general  law  forbids  the  reeov* 
ery  of  costs  in  the  Federal  Courts  when  the  amount  of 
Judgment  is  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  606;  in  pa- 
tent cases,  strong  reasons  why  it  should  be  reduced,  606 ; 
these  cases  come  exclusively  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  Courts,  607 ;  moved  to  reduce  the  minimum 
to  thirty  dollars,  607 :  one  hundred  made  the  minimum, 
61& 

What  is  the  law  in  the  case  of  Patentees  as  it  now 
stands?  618;  this  bill  proposes  to  superadd  costs  to  the 
treble  verdict,  618;  why  should  not  suitors  under  the 
patent  law  be  placed  on  the  same  fboting  as  others  in 
regard  to  the  verdict?  618;  It  is  to  encourage  inven- 
tions that  our  pat^t  laws  are  designed,  614 ;  pretenders 
to  every  thing,  614;  in  restricting  the  recovery  of  tho 
patentee  Justice  would  not  be  done  him,  614;  a  wis* 
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legialfttor  I«  boond  to  give  «qiul  pxotoetion  to  th«  rights 
of  all,  «14;  Airther  dobato,  616;  bUl  raoonuDittod,  61& 

OomrUf  rooigaiiitation  o^  report  ob,  408;  for  the  trial  of 
dalmai  debate  on,  66S. 

OEAna,  Samubl  C,  Bepreseatatlve  from  Yenno&t,  8, 215, 
8n,M8.    iSM  jTfMtaBk  ToL  e. 

Ckaxo,  Hbotob,  BepresentatlTO  from  New  York,  MS. 

CsAWTOBD,  JoxL^  BepreseiitatlTe  from  Qeorgia,  8. 

Cbawvouk,  W.  H^  oommunioates  an  estimate  for  appropri* 
atloDS  for  1822, 882;  letter  relative  to  depoaita  In  banks, 
878;  letter  on  the  snppresaion  of  pablio  docoments,  498. 
^S^  Indeaa,  yols.  8, 4,6, 6. 

Crime  on  the  Sigh  Seas.'-hi  the  House,  a  resolution  offer- 
ed, to  inquire  what  erimes  on  the  high  seas  are  not  pun- 
iahable  by  law,  442 ;  It  is  said  the  Courts  have  not  power 
to  ponish  any  act,  no  matter  how  criminal  in  its  nature, 
unless  GoDgrefls  has  declared  It  to  be  a  crime,  442;  of- 
fenoes  at  common  law  not  declared  such  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, are  not  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Federal 
Courts,  442;  consequences,  442;  a  defect  in  our  ay  atom 
which  requires  a  remedy,  442 ;  resolution  adopted,  442. 

Cbowbu.,  John,  Eepresentatire  fh>m  AlahMua,  8. 

CBOWimsimLD,  Bsnjamdi  W.,  Bepresentativefh^m  Maasa- 
ohosetts,  602 ;  on  nayal  pensions,  606. 

GnuDVP,  JossPH,  Bepresentotive  from  North  Carolina,  216, 
87& 

Oudtk,  JBmigrattta  from.— Bee  Indeeo^  yoL  4. 

OnLBBiTB,  THonaa,  BepresentatiTe  from  Maryland,  7;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  68 ;  on  the  elaetlon  of 
Pieaidant,  &0.,  114   See  Indeoa,  r<A.  C 

CvLPipsB,  Jomr,  BepresentetiTe  from  North  Csndina,  8, 
608.    iSsd/4U^Tola.8,4,6,6. 

Odthbsbs,  Jobx  a.,  Bepreeentatiye  from  Oeoigla,  88^  288, 
BOS;  on  the  Greek  caose,  6681   JSee Indea\  yoL  ^ 

Oumberlana  JEKMMt— PreBident*s  yeto  o(  848 ;  the  bUl,  844. 

(^mberkmd  BoadrSee  Apprcpriationt  and  Indea,  yols. 
«.4»6. 

OutHKUi,  Josmrii,  Bepresentattye  from  MaseaohuaettB,  8; 
on  tho  admlaaion  «(  89;  ropreaentatiye  fh>m  Maine,  216, 
8n,  601;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  682.  ^Ste  IndM, 
yoL6. 


DAn,  JoewB,  Bepreaentatiye  fkom  Maine,  88, 21^  877. 
DABUvOTOir,  WxLLtAx,  Beprescntatlye  from  Penn^ylyanla, 

8,216,877^    See  IndMi  Yol  t. 
DATDsoir,  WiLLiAif,  Bepreeentatiye  horn  North  Carolina, 

a    iSsa/fulsce^yoLfi. 
Day,  BowLAvn,  Be^eeentetiye  from  New  York,  602. 
JMatee,  BeporPlmg  qf.^See  Indee^  yoL  8. 
J}^iBneiiBe  meaturet  agadtiei  Great  Britain  under  John 

Adame.—See  Indea^  yoL  2. 
DeUgoUefi^tm  Terriioriei,—J3ee  Indea^  yol.  1. 
DbKalb,  Baboh,  reaolution  for  a  monument  to,  827. 
Bektware  Oanal  Company,  Beport  on,  666. 
DniranaoN,  Gsgbgx,  Bepreaentetiye  frrom  Pennoylvania,  6, 

216,877.    JSeeIndeao,Y<A.6. 
Depoeite  in  BantSj  Beport  on,  87& 
Deeertere,  Bounty  to,—8ee  Indee^  yoL  6. 
Dn  Witt,  Jacob  H.,  Bepresentotiye  from  New  York,  & 

/See  Indea^  yoL  6. 
Dbt,  A2fTH0NT,  Petition  o^  279. 
PzoKBBBox,  Mahlok,  Bcuator  from  New  Jersey,  187, 848, 

466;  offers  a  resolution  relatiye  to  an  amendment  of  the 

constitution,  478;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution, 

681,  686;  on  the  Indian  FurTrade,  660,  668;  on  the 

Tarifl;66a    iSss /iMteo^  yols.  0.  6. 
DicxiMaoK,  John  D.,  Bepresentatiya  from  New  York,  8,' 216, 

sn.   aeeIndem,YQ\.^ 


D^pfoinaKo /fitsrooiirsa,— «Ssa /ndMk  yoL  2L 

JHOnweemwt  nfPubUo  Money.— Jn  the  House,  a  bifl  nfe- 
latiyeto,conaidered,879;  caie  in  drafting  the  bill,84»; 
catalogue  of  deAUcations  presented  at  tlia  laat  anAsm. 
879;  offlcera  haye  recently  died  greatly  in  debt  to  ;ha 
goyemment,  879;  time  the  aystem  waa  diaqgad,  871; 
biU  ordorod  printed,  879;  bill  Author  ooiuide<«d  aai 
amended,  888;  queation  on  ita  paaaage,  890;  pnaesi 
system  has  been  in  operation  thirty  yeara, 880;  kcMi 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Qoyemmfizu^  800;  te^ 
ther  debate,  801. 

iX«Motq^CMttm&ia,Bmrelatfyeto,28L  8eelnd^a,r^ 
»,8»6. 

Diooree,  a  case  of  before  the  B«nat^  870;  debate  U  tte 
Senate  on  application  for,  870. 

J>i9oreeeiniheJ>i8UHetqfCoiumbia,---SeeIi^dea\Te^l,i. 

Domeetic  MaM^fiiot¥re9,See  Jndea\  yoL  6. 

l>rav)baok9,—8ee  Index,  yoL  1 ;  BuHm  on  ImperU. 

DnetUng.—Bee  Indee\  yoL  6. 

DoroKBBTT,  Thomas,  elected  Clerk  of  tha  Honaa,  217.  Sm 
IndeoBi,  yola.  6, 6. 

Dumr,  Thomas,  chosen  Sergeant  at  Arma»  817,  SOS.  Sm 
Indeeot  y<d.  6. 

Dnsna,  Job,  Bepresentotiye  from  Bhode  Islaad,  SlSi,  971, 9lt 

JhMee  on  /m^Torfa.— In  the  Senate,  a  blU  to  ameskd  th» 
seyeral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports  emsiderod,  m : 
proyiso  moyed  that  the  proyiaions  of  the  bill  shooM  mk 
extend  to  imports  eastward  of  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope, 
668;  agreed  to,  66a 

/roA.— Moyed  to  strike  out  ninety  cents  on  the  ks>- 
dred  and  twelye  pounds,  668 ;  great  importanoe  at  this 
article  to  aU  dasses,  668;  the  &to  of  the  bill  depeshii 
yery  much  upon  the  treatment  of  this  article,  66b;  «» 
haye  the  meana  of  making  as  much  iron  aa  ve  v3SL 
668;  the  adyance  price  our  labor  beaza  oyer  the  4t- 
graded  population  of  Europe,  668 ;  a  prfncipto  at  th» 
Goyemment  to  encourage  the  interests  of  the  pM^;«. 
668;  tho  Buasian  trade,  669;  thia  artiele  one  great 
branch  of  the  whole  aystem  included  In  the  UH,  661: 
duty  on  iro»8trioken  out,  569. 

^sm27.~Moyed  to  strike  out  on  hemp,  two  eeala  p«? 
pound,  669 ;  importance  of  the  article,  and  the  iapro- 
babillty  of  a  sufficient  production  to  meet  the  ilismai 
for  consumption,  669;  in  yain  may  we  look  for  hereag  if 
OUT  country  is  destined  to  be  dependent  bn  po«ea 
^hostile  to  us  for  the  greater  part  of  what  rcadaiB  3> 
conyenient  and  honorable,  670;  higli  time  the  p(£fr 
should  change,  670;  the  protection  of  one  State  a^aa 
another  waa  but  a  plan  to  make  one  to  eniich  aMtbc 
670;  first  articles  to  receiye  Goyemment  aid,  SH: 
steto  of  the  markets  for  these  articlea,  571;  it  ii 
said  hemp  cannot  be  purchased  and  dressed  in  sack 
manner  aa  to  answer  tho  purpose  for  our  mer^aat  rtt- 
sels,  671 ;  these  objections  founded  in  miatakee ;  6*1 ;  te 
blessings  of  Kentucky,  672 ;  and  now  we  are  to  be  tastl 
to  find  a  market  fur  Kentucky  hemp,  573;  the  bCl  ^ 
aigned  to  encourage  all  branches  of  the.  mamiibctares  of 
the  country,  672 ;  this  duty  not  so  i]\}nrioaa  to  the  A^ 
lantic  Statea  aa  they  imagine,  572;  more  been  dosM  te 
the  commerce  of  the  country  than  for  all  other  inteiesfe 
put  together,  672 ;  when  hemp  waa  oat,  the  dock  aiwH 
go,  and  aU  the  rest  of  the  bill  with  it,67S;  dnty  « 
hemp  struck  out,  678L 

Cotton  Bagging.— Uoy^d.  to  strike  oat  all  that  inereaaa 
the  duty  aboye  four  and  a  half  centa  after  Jane  OGi,  1^B» 
678;  Improbability  of  raising  sufficient  of  the  raw  nsaac^ 
rial,  678 ;  the  act  of  1816  and  proceedings  on  its  |  wapei 
678 ;  the  present  bill  contains  the  new  principle  of  pre- 
greeaiee  duties,  678;  the  object  now  piruhibltioa,  5«3:  st 
assumes  that  the  Goyemment  ts  capable  of  rqgida&Bf 
industry  better  than  indtyidnala,  678;  thls^yateas  tae^ 
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ft  pttt  of  that  system  of  tynumy  and  urbitnry  rale  to 
which  men  h«ye  been  subjected  in  every  age,  074;  mat- 
ter ibr  corions  speculation  if  the  rarions  regnUtiooa 
could  be  presented  In  one  view,  ff74;  to  understand  the 
true  remedy  for  existing  evlis  we  most  ascertain  their 
nature  and  extent,  076;  no  want  of  the  necessaries  or 
oonTcnlenees  of  Ulb,  070;  motion  carried,  076;  moved 
to  strike  oat  the  duty,  084 ;  lost,  064 

Cotton  Jf{fi<m«f7M.— Moved  to  strike  ont  the  proviso 
establishing  the  minimnm,  076;  review  of  the  saooes- 
sion  of  national  projects  which  have  heretofore  promised 
national  blessings  and  inflicted  national  calamities,  070; 
operation  on  the  respective  States,  677 ;  it  is  said  the 
balance  of  trade  Is  against  us,  078;  history  offers  ns  many 
prooft  that  this  balance  is  imaginary,  078;  instances, 
078;  it  is  said  that  competition  will  destroy  prosperity, 
and  also  that  It  will  produce  it,  078 ;  the  regret  for  the 
loss  of  war  and  embargoes  Is  an  illustration  of  the  pros- 
perity to  be  reaped  from  the  destruction  of  competition, 
079;  the  doctrines  of  competition,  079 ;  tariib  are  sim- 
ply excises  with  only  one  difliBrence,  079;  this  Is  not  a 
tarlir  to  encourage  manuflietures,  it  is  a  bill  of  bargains 
to  enrich  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  080;  Airther  debate, 
081;  the  duty  now  imposed  will  fkll  on  the  rich  and 
luxurious,  088;  beneficial  to  the  revenue,  082;  motion  to 
strike  ont  lost,  082. 

FboX.— Moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  manuikctured 
wool,  662 ;  the  duty  should  heaxkod  valorem  one  owing 
to  the  diiferent  qualities  of  the  article,  082;  no  manu&o- 
ture  more  worthy  of  protection  than  woollens,  082; 
amendment  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as  makes  the 
duty  over  twenty-flve  per  cent  and  lost— thirty  carried, 
088. 

SiOb,  JSaat  7n<fian.—Moved  to  impose  twenty-flve  per 
cent,  668;  moved  to  insert  thirty,  688;  both  motions 
lost,  681 

Wool  Jrantf^eterscL— Moved  to  strike  out  over  thirty 
per  cent  duty,  684 ;  carried,  084. 

Woreted  Sliuff  Ooode,— Moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
the  dnty  on  worsted  stullh  twenty-five  per  cent,  064 ; 
carried,  686i 

SlofiJkste.— Moved  to  make  the  same  duty  on  blankets 
as  on  worsted  stufb,  686 ;  carried,  680l 

Fryipif  PofiA— Moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  four 
cents  per  pound,  665 ;  carried,  666. 

OMV>a.— Moved  to  strike  out  the  dnty  on  cocoa,  666; 
carried,  680. 

Question  on  the  passage  of  the  bin,  660;  carried, 
06«L 

In  the  JSb«M.— Nothing  proposed  but  to  extend  and 
equalize  a  system  which  experience  had  shown  to  be 
most  beneficial,  660;  one  ol^ect  to  secure  in  part  a  mar- 
ket ft>r  raw  materials,  666;  to  sustain  European  agricul- 
turiats  in  articles  we  require,  666;  to  create  Internal 
resources,  666 ;  duties  of  two  classes,  revenue  and  pro- 
tecttve,  666;  capacity  to  produce  Iron  and  hemp,  666; 
how  the  question  of  protection  is  considered,  667;  the 
tribute  we  pay  to  foreigners,  667;  It  Is  thought  prices 
will  advance  equal  to  the  duties,  667;  a  mistake,  668; 
details  of  the  bin,  668. 

It  Is  a  protective  and  not  a  revenue  bill,  668 ;  the 
Union  not  prepared  for  this  state  of  things,  669. 

Cotton  Bagging.— Q^ebxXoh  on  striking  out  the  duty, 
669 ;  this  subject  does  not  belong  to  the  Oovemment  of 
the  United  States,  669;  it  is  not  for  the  common  de- 
fence or  general  wellkre,  669 ;  to  say  that  the  culture  of 
cotton  had  been  protected  by  legislation  was  an  insult 
to  the  understanding,  669 ;  the  manner  of  manufketure 
ot  cotton  bagging  shows  the  impolicy  of  its  protection, 
669  ;  the  argument  that  the  consumer  and  not  the 
grower  of  cotton  paid  the  duty,  examined,  670;  the 


proposition  for  thJa  dnty  Introdneea  a  novel  principle 
in  legislation— the  protection  of  maauflMtniea— rather 
the  creation  of  mannlhetnies,  670;  ftirther  remarks, 
670. 

/ron.— Motion  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  bin  or  bolts 
not  manuikctured  by  rolling,  672 ;  caose  a  correspond- 
ing inoresse  of  price  to  every  Ikrmer  or  meehanlo,  672 ; 
the  benefit  of  the  dnty  confined  to  two  or  three  of  the 
States,  672 ;  the  question  Is  on  the  increase  of  the  fwesent 
dnty  ih>m  $10  to  $22,  672;  cost  to  mannflMrture  bar 
iron,  672;  manulkcturers  of  iron  in  Pennsylvania,  678 ; 
foreign  iron  is  rapidly  driving  domestie  competition 
ont  of  the  market,  678;  can  any  statesman  regard 
this  process  with  indlflSBrenoe?  678;  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  mannflbotursn  of  iron?  678;  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  dnty  will  Increase  the  nvenue, 
674. 

F&offeiM.— Motion  to  alter  the  minimum  on  woollens, 
670;  the  amendment  alten  the  whole  character  of  the 
bin  by  striking  out  one  of  Its  most  important  parts,  670 ; 
it  win  raise  the  price  to  the  consumer  and  not  benefit 
the  manulkctnrer,  670;  reason  of  the  motion,  670;  the 
country  fblly  able  to  raise  all  the  wool  It  needs,  670;  not 
so,  676 ;  the  bill  will  diminish  the  importation  of  wooDen 
goods  one-half,  676;  the  amendment  a  messure  of  mu- 
tual oondllatlon,  676;  coarse  wool  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded firom  Importation,  676;  exdnde  the  coarse  bad 
wool  from  abroad  and  yon  wiU  soon  have  a  better  artlde, 
677;  the  dnty  now  proposed  Is  not  a  prohibition,  677 ; 
ftirther  debate,  678^  679. 

roOofo.— Moved  to  strike  ont  the  duty  on  tallow,  600; 
an  increased  duty  will  prevent  its  manufiwture  and 
limit  its  export,  690 ;  tallow  chandlers  have  the  benefit 
of  the  diawbad^  600;  it  will  promote  the  Interast  of 
growers  of  cattle,  696;  how  the  fimners  support  the 
whale  fishery,  696;  a  vsst  variety  of  Intefssts  involved 
in  it,  696;  the  Navy  is  the  protection  of  eommeiee,  696; 
It'  must  be  manned  by  young,  hardy  and  active  seamen, 
696 ;  extract  firom  Bnrke*s  speech  on  America,  697;  the 
proposed  dnty  wlU  not  be  any  relief  to  those  engaged 
in  the  fisheries,  697 ;  the  cheapness  of  Russian  tallow, 
697;  claims  of  the  whalemen  to  the  protection  of  the 
country,  606 ;  arguments  against  the  duty  considered, 
696. 

TBnes.— Moved  to  increase  the  duty  ten  cents  on  oer- 
taln  wines,  702;  wine-growing  countries  always  poor, 
702;  a  reduction  of  duty  on  low-pileed  wines  had  al- 
ways increased  the  revenue,  702;  motion  lost,  702. 

Jfofosses.— Moved  to  increase  the  duty  on,  70S;  ob- 
ject to  encourage  the  production  of  the  raw  material, 
702 ;  the  Increase  In  the  Import  is  so  great  as  to  threaten 
the  snpplantlnflr  of  the  raw  material,  708;  molaases 
ought  to  be  considered  a  source  of  revenue,  706;  the 
proposition  is  to  tax  the  hOwr  of  the  country,  766;  the 
quantity  of  sugar  Imported  at  dllforent  pcoriods,  T04; 
this  Increase  \}t  duty  would  diminish  the  revenue,  704 ; 
duty  fixed  at  ten  cents  per  gallon,  704;  two  classes  di- 
vide the  country,  those  in  ikvor  of  revenue  with  inei* 
dental  protection,  and  those  In  Ikvor  of  protection,  707 ; 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  the  whole  coun- 
try, 708 ;  what  is  the  cause  of  this  unhappy  condition? 
708 ;  the  eifect  of  the  altered  state  of  Europe  has  been 
to  circumscribe  the  employment  of  our  marine,  and  re- 
duce the  value  and  produce  of  our  territorial  labor, 
709;  foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they  would,  take  our 
surplus  produce,  709;  great  diversity  of  interests  eom- 
prised  In  our  confederacy,  710 ;  considerations  that  Invite 
ns  to  adopt  the  policy  of  this  system,  710;  if  the  bene- 
fits of  this  policy  wete  confined  to  certain  sections  of  the 
country,  would  It  not  be  satlslkctory  to  beholl  Americsa 
industry  thrifty?  71^ ;  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  tariff 
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711;  naUf  719;  this  ia  Mid  to  be  a  qodstloii  between  the 
friends  of  an  American  poUey*  and  the  oppoeen  of  it,  713 ; 
oaoses  of  the  depreeaion  of  the  country,  718 ;  objections  to 
the  aigixmentB  in  &Yor  of  the  tariff,  714 ;  doctrine  of  pro- 
hibition prepoeterons,  715;  what  relief  does  the  bill 
propose  to  the  foreign  trade?  716;  its  situation  is  ex- 
tremely critical,  716;  the  duty  on  woollen  mannihc- 
tures,  710;  the  manufMstnre  of  cotton,  717;  the  prices 
of  labor  in  those  countries  whence  we  obtain  our  iron, 
718 ;  no  change  ou|^t  to  be  made  in  any  existing  law 
unless  the  reasons  be  strong,  general  and  evident,  718; 
it  is  said  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  is  small,  7S0; 
the  effects  of  this  measure  on  the  maritime  strength  of 
the  country,  720 ;  examination  of  some  branches  of  our 
mannlhctnres,  728;  the  manuikctnre  of  iron,  782;  the 
manufacture  of  cotton,  728 ;  our  woollen  ftetorles,  722; 
the  interests  of  large  moneyed  capitalists  is  distinctly 
to  be  traced  in  the  present  outcry,  782;  demoraUzing 
effect  of  a  general  introduction  of  the  manuDuturlng 
system,  728;  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to  perpetnate 
itself,  788;  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of  our 
republic,  788;  we  are  surrounded  on  all  aides  by  the 
ocean,  78& 

Moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  iron  fh>m  one  dollar 
twelve  cents  to  ninety  cents,  724;  items  of  expense  In 
making  a  ton  of  Iron,  724;  what  is  the  ot^ect  of  the 
bill  r  724;  it  proposes  to  load  with  duties  one  of  the 
staple  necessaries  of  agriculture  and  manu&ctures,  724 ; 
it  lean  usjust  and  oppressive  burden,  725;  objections 
examined,  725;  reply,  726;  serious  distrust  must  be 
felt  at  any  scheme  having  for  its  ejects  a  diversion  of 
the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  727 ;  the  produc- 
tion of  a  country  must  depend  upon  its  capital  and 
labor,  787;  cannot  produce  wealth  by  legislating  an 
alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  the  people,  728 ;  Hamilton^i 
opinions,  788;  the  Upland  cottons,  788;  amendment 
proposed  and  accepted  or  rejected,  729,  780. 

Moved  to  reduce  the  minimum  on  woollens  from 
eighty  to  forty  cents  per  square  yard,  781 ;  this  messnre 
is  designed  through  manufootures  to  relieve  the  pov- 
erty and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
people,  781;  the  exports,  781;  farther  remarks  upon 
reliei;  782;  the  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only, 
788;  one  species  of  commerce  to  which  we  are  opposed, 
the  bringing  fh>m  abroad  the  common  necessaries  of 
lifb,  TB4;  it  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  industry  will  ii^ure  the  public  revenue, 
785;  motion  carried,  786;  refused  in  the  House|787; 
the  third  act  ever  passed  the  Congress,  788;  these  dls- 
ecimlnating  duties  and  the  unexampled  increase  of  our 
tonnage  alarmed  Great  Britain,  788;  these  acts  went 
Ikrther  to  protect  our  navigation  than  the  present  bill 
proposes  to  go  in  fovor  of  any  branch  of  manuihcturea, 
788 ;  how  our  shlp-bullders  are  protected,  788 ;  the  argu- 
ments against  this  bill  would  apply  to  the  protection  of 
the  navigating  interest,  740 ;  state  of  American  tonnage, 
740;  care  with  which  the  Government  has  fostered 
its  navigation,  741,  748;  ikrther  remarks,  748;  forther 
amendments  offered,  744. 

Moved  to  change  the  duty  on  woollens  to  an  a<2  vaio- 
rem^  745;  the  greatest  degree  of  national  and  indl- 
vi4nal  wealth  ia  obtained  by  permlttlDg  labor,  skill  and 
capital  to  find  their  own  employment,  746;  the  revenue 
afforded  by  commerce,  746;  every  brandi  of  lawftil 
induatry  ia  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  your  foster- 
ing care,  746;  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  suljlect  is 
not  better  understood,  747 ;  agriculture  is  the  flrst  and 
noblest  employment  of  man,  747;  it  is  said  there  are 
two  daases  of  politicians  in  this  country,  746 ;  benefits 
of  the  tariff  of  1816, 748 ;  it  is  aaid  our  commerce  is  de- 
stroyed, therefore  this  blU  cannot  Injure  lt,7tf ;  it  is 


said  look  at  the  petitions  from  sveiy  McOoa  tf  t^ 
country,  750;  motion  carried,  751. 

Moved  to  impose  two  cents  onbroim  tadthraa 
white  sugar  per  pound,  751;  the  argomentla  bTortf 
this  duty  suicidal,  761;  indefinite  postpoBeaKotcfike 
bill  moved,  752 ;  no  nation  more  rapidly  adTtimd  ii 
prosperity  than  this,  758 ;  Honae  InnndaUd  ^rtth  peti- 
tions and  memorials  of  noisy  nuandketmen,  TM;  i 
balance  of  trade  always  in  fovor  of  "Est^Mui  vMk  ik 
maintains  her  credit  system,  796;  this  bill  aasIkOrts 
our  foreign  commerce,  755;  the  people  of  the  Eaiea 
States  should  be  the  last  to  support  tUs  meaRne,?!; 
the  dlstreaa  of  the  country,  756 ;  amendments  pnpokJ 
767;  other  motions  made,  756;  note,  780;  ftitfaer  de- 
bate, 760;  indefinite  postponement  lost,  760;  U!l  ?• 
dered  to  be  engroseed,  761.  Se6lndsBt,r^l,t,H, 
^6. 

J>tai6e  on  Tonnage,— 8e6  Ind^  voL  L 

DwiOHT,  HxNBT  W.,  Bepresentative  tnm  MMieekaai^ 
815^  877, 698;  on  aid  to  the  Greeks,  4ia 

DwixsLL,  Jusmr,  Bepresentative  firom  New  York,  891 

DbWolf,  Jahzs,  Senator  fh>m  Bhode  Island,  1ST,  Si  6; 
on  the  suppreeeion  of  piracy,  154;  offeis  a  raotsba 
relative  to  drawbacks,  166 ;  on  a  drawback  oa  eoite. 
189, 190;  on  the  Tariff;  66». 


Eabu,  Suas,  Bepresentative  tmm  South  GvoIiQ^t  Su 
Indemy  vols.  4, 6, 6. 

Eatov,  JoHxr  H.,  Senator  from  Tenneaaee,  187,  SIS,  £3;  a 
stopping  pay  to  military  ofiAoers  indebted  to  Oe  0«to- 
ment,  196;  offers  a  resolution  relstive  to  tlieisipcti- 
tion  of  slaves,  801 ;  on  striking  outthe dntjoi  ka^ 
678.    See  /lufece,  vol  & 

Eaton,  Lbwis,  Bepresentative  tnm  New  Toik,  991 

Sddt,  SAMirxL,  Bepresentative  lh>m  Bhode  Idaod,  ^SV 
8n,6e2.    iSee/«ufs(B,voL6i 

Edwaxdb,  HxNnT  W.,  fiiepresentatlve  fi^HU  Conneetintt 
816,  SH;  Senator  firom  Conneotiest,  Ub.  Stth^ 
vol.6. 

EnwAXDS,  NnnAV,  Senator  tnm.  DUnois,  IH  MS,  ^=  * 
sppropriations  of  land  fbr  education,  165;  n  fti  iii' 
mine  leases,  809;  on  the  case  of  HendenoB,4Si  is 
/fMtoo^  voL  6. 

EnwAnne,  SAmm.,  Bepresentative  from  Yvaettn^^ 
877,598.    <S^Jfuee(B,voL6i 

Edwauds,  Wxldox  N.,  Bepreeentatlve  Ihm  NoKhCwB- 
na,  8, 816, 877, 692;  on  the  amendment  of  tin  Jnca^ 
68,  64;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  106;  oatki  ^ 
of  Florida,  222 ;  on  the  propoeed  a4)oannMat.^'<  * 
the  suppression  of  public  documents,  48(^  £mA^ 
vols.  6, 6. 

Eleebioni^PretiAwUwnd  Vice  PreetdettL-SM  »»^ 

£leotore  qf  Preeideint—Bee  Indeea^  voL  L 

eUffibilOy  (if  John  SaOesf,  aretidmd  ai  FoaUs^te^l" 
Ma<  fo  Ms  iJoKSS  A^m  JrcwsacAiisstti.-lB  tke  !<«. 

the  report  of  the  committee  against  Bailej^  il^  <*  * 
seat  considered,  684 ;  not  an  ordinary  tsstuee  b  ^ 
history  of  contested  dectiona,  684;  the  pnetia^ 
been  to  give  a  liberal  construetlon  in  foror  of  tta  nj* 
of  the  people,  688;  Bailey  in  the  employ  of  tlieG«»«- 
ment  at  Washington,  and  expressing  sn  intentioa  «f  R* 
turning  to  Massachusetts,  remains  an  InhaMtwtrf  *J 
State,  686;  farther  foots  in  the  case,  686;  poiatstfty 
report  of  the  committee  examined,  686, 681;  ^^^ 
aaid  that  the  case  of  an  ambassador  is  wboDyfl*** 
688;  the  power  of  deciding  the  claims  rf  «■**" 
given  to  this  House,  689;  important  to  ««2|* 
import  of  the  term  inhabitant  as  usedtoflieOo** 
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tloii,689;  M  defined  In  the  Coiutltatloa  of  Maaneha- 
eetta,  680 ;  the  constant  oaage  in  that  State,  680 ;  how  is 
the  permanent  domlcU,  the  home  of  a  person,  to  be  deter- 
mined? 681 ;  the  case  nnder  consideration,  681 ;  motion 
to  reverse  the  report,  682 ;  lost,  682;  a  question  of  com- 
mon Bense  merely,  688;  fhrther  debate,  688;  report  of 
the  committee  sustained,  684. 

Eluot,  Jomr,  Senator  from  Georgia,  148, 857, 465 ;  on  Flor- 
ida land  titles,  480 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  481  See 
IndeoBy  Tol.  6u 

Ellis,  William  0.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Pennsylyania,  682. 

Embargo.—Su  Indent  ▼ols.  8, 4, 5,  and  /tufeos,  yoL  1,  Great 
Britain.  I 

Smperor  AUoMnd^^  award  ot  857;  nofe,  857. 

EniitimenU^  enconragement  ot^See  Indeco,  yoI.  6. 

Ebthio,  Giobob  W.,  presents  medals  to  Congress,  406. 

EuBTiB,  WiLLiAX,  BopresentatlYe  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
216, 877;  on  the  Missouri  Gonstltntlon,  47;  on  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri,  74 ;  on  military  appropriatlona, 
266 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  268 ;  on  the  suppression 
of  piracy,  885,  886. 

EbBcAanffe  qfSlodb9.—ln  the  House,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks 
considered,  286 ;  object  to  pay  off  six  and  seyen  per  cent 
stocks  at  flye  per  cent,  redeemable  at  a  friture  time, 
287;  liMtores  of  tlie  bill,  810 ;  grounds  urged  for  its  pas- 
sage, 810;  the  stockholders  will  not  accept  the  change 
yon  propose,  811 ;  if  conmieroe  increases,  does  not  the 
reyenue  advance  ?  811 ;  vain  to  talk  of  saving  millions 
while  yon  plunge  the  nation  deeper  in  debt,  811 ;  other 
points  of  view  in  which  to  consider  the  subject,  812; 
ditUcnlty  of  understanding  the  expenditures  of  the  sev- 
eral departments,  and  the  labor  and  service  required,  so 
as  to  suggest  reforms,  812 ;  the  principle  of  the  bill  good, 
818;  state  of  the  national  debt,  818 ;  it  is  objected  that 
this  bill  will  deprive  the  Government  of  the  power  to 
pay  the  national  debt  when  it  lUIs  due,  818;  what 
will  be  your  sttuation  in  1326?  818;  an  auspicious  mo- 
ment Ibr  making  this  exchange,  818. 

The  bin  gives  to  one  class  of  public  creditors  an  ad- 
vantage over  others,  814;  it  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
B  loan  in  disgnise,  814 ;  the  people  condemn  the  habit  of 
resorting  to  loons  in  time  of  peace,  814;  this  system  of 
measures  created  and  confirmed  a  moneyed  aristocracy, 
814 ;  what  is  the  pressing  emergency  f  815 ;  why  this  re- 
versal of  the  pleasing  prospects  of  commerce  and  pros- 
perous condition  of  our  revenue?  816;  not  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevails,  815 ;  we 
must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  by 
direct  taxation  between  this  time  and  the  year  IffiM^  or 
we  must  procrastinate  the  period  fixed  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  815 ;  the  former  alternative  Is 
quite  out  of  the  question,  816;  the  proposed  exchange 
of  stocks  is  a  prudent  financial  measure,  816 ;  two  differ^ 
ent  reasons  for  the  iUl  in  the  Interest  of  money,  817; 
bill  passed,  817. 

EaoeUe  on  IAquore.^8ee  Indem^  vols.  1,  OL 

EateetM/te  D&partmmUe.—See  Indeoa^  voL  1. 
Ebepatrtaii(m.—See  Indem^  vols.  2, 5, 6b 
Eaepedition  againtA  Porto  Ricc.^Jn  the  House,  a  resolution 
calling  finr  Information  relative  to,  considered,  888 ;  va- 
rious reports  relative  to  this  expedition,  888 ;  our  re- 
monstrances to  Spain  fbr  not  restraining  the  expeditions 
of  individuals,  888 ;  persons  connected  with  this  expedi- 
tion, 888 ;  other  circumstances,  888 ;  frirther  debate,  884 ; 
resolution  agreed  to,  884. 
JBbep&nditnree^  reduction  o/,—ln  the  House,  resolutions 
relative  to  the  reduction  of  expenditures  considered,  54 ; 
resolutions  so  brood  as'to  admit  of  the  committee's  tak- 
ing a  taU  view  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  56 ;  importanoe 
of  the  question  involved  in  such  an  inquixy,  56;  that 


pe<^le  are  the  happiest  whose  rights  are  protected  at  the 
least  expense,  66 ;  in  no  nation  can  taxation  be  tendered 
more  oppressive  than  in  ours,  65;  the  acts  of  ratification 
show  how  many  of  the  States  attempted  to  guard  against 
abuse  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 56;  in  these  acts  we  first  discover  the  distinction 
between  what  has  been  appropriately  denominated  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources  of  revenue,  56 ;  these 
principles  stated,  66 ;  they  ibrm  the  bright  constellation 
which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  steps,  66 ;  ex- 
tract ftt>m  Mr.  Jeflbrson's  Message,  67;  what  is  our 
present  condition?  67. 
Ebpunffing  (A«  Journal  efike  Senate.—See  Indea^  voL  8L 


Fabbxllt,  Fatbiok,  Bepreeentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
216, 877, 582;  on  detecting  mall  thefts,  246;  on  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Cumberland  rood,  824;  on  provision 
Ibr  the  flunily  of  Lieutenant  Pierce,  888;  on  the  rood 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  416L 

Faxbow  and  Habbis.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  reported  to  ad- 
just the  aocouats  4i;  relative  to  building  Ibrts  on  Dan- 
phin  Island,  872;  state  of  the  case,  872;  contracts  with 
the  United  States  are  governed  by  the  same  principles 
as  with  individuals,  872;  the  mode  of  setttement,  872, 
878;  bill  for  the  relief  o^  considered,  688. 

Fat,  Johh,  Bepresentattve  from  New  York,  &  See  Indsm, 
V0L6L 

Federal  Judgee,-^See  JhdeoOf  vols.  2, 8,  Amendmente  to  the 
ConetOution,  and  Indeee^  vols.  4, 6. 

FiKDLAT,  Jomr,  Bepreeentative  from  Pennsylvania,  87T,  682L 

FiSDLAT,  WiLLLAM,  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  144,  848, 
466.    Ae/fMiMB,  vols.  1,2, 8,4,61 

FInee,  MUMa,  blU  relative  to,  206. 

FiSHXB,  Ghablbb,  Bepreeentative  from  North  Osiolina,  6. 

Flag  <ifthe  UhiUd  SkOee.—See  Jndea^  voL  1. 

Florida,  bill  to  take  possession  oi;  180, 181;  note,  181. 

In  the  Senate.— A  petition  fix>m  certain  inhabitants  of 
West  Florida,  representing  themselves  Illegally  Imprls^ 
oned,  161;  better  wait  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
House,  161 ;  each  House  should  act  Independentiy,  161 ; 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  President,  161 ;  laid  on  the 
table,  161 ;  motion  to  annex  a  port  of  West  Florida  to 
Alabama,  168  ;fiota,  168. 

OovemmmU  qf  JToritto.— Amendments  to  the  blU, 
171;  bill  ordered  to  third  reading,  m;  fiota,17L 

Bill  introduced  to  repeal  the  Florida  Territorial  laws, 
209i 

Affiiire  in  Florida.'-hi  the  House,  a  resolution  call- 
ing upon  the  President  for  Information  relative  to  the 
late  transactions  in  Florida  considered,  281;  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  222 ;  more  respectftil  to 
the  President  to  wait  for  the  information  he  doubttesa 
intends  soon  to  convey,  222 ;  the  rssolntion  calls  for  par- 
ticuhv  and  specific  Information,  222 ;  laid  on  the  table. 
222. 

TroMoetiane  in.— In  the  House,  a  message  from  the 
President  reUtive  to  aflUrs  In  Florida,  242;  note,  248; 
committee  pray  to  be  discharged  from  frirther  consider- 
ation of  the  message  and  doeuments,  268 ;  reason  to  ap- 
prehend there  has  been  such  Cusnrpotion  <Mr  the  rights 
of  certain  petitioners  as  required  the  Interference  of  the 
House,  258;  motion  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  258;  an  additional  reason  for  giv- 
ing more  promptiy  a  government  to  Florida,  268;  were 
the  petitioners  confined  under  a  military  order,  or  In 
virtue  of  some  civil  Judicial  process?  268;  the  powers 
of  the  Governor  are  said  to  be  equal  to  these  of  the  Oap- 
tain-Genenl  of  Cuba, 258;  quMtton on diaaharglnf  the 
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oommltte^,  958;  It  Is  s  subject  that  requires  the  Imme- 
diate interference  of  the  House,  206;  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, 208;  proper  that  the  papers  should  be  referred, 
269 ;  the  Hooso  cannot  dispense  with  inquiry  in  any 
esse  where  complaint  was  made,  269 ;  the  case  of  the 
petitioners^  269;  the  benefit  of  the  petitioners  requires 
that  the  subject  should  be  taken  up  by  a  body  more 
competent  to  do  summary  Jufetioe  than  this  House,  S69 ; 
the  ExecutiTe  could  most  speedily  relieve  them,  they 
being  now  in  Jail,  260 ;  merely  a  esse  of  false  imprison- 
ment, and  will  this  House  undertake  to  try  such  esses  ? 
2<M);  the  question  is,  whether  the  subjects  of  a  foreign 
power  have  reoelyed  from  our  officers  an  injury,  200; 
what  is  there  befbre  this  House  but  ecB  parU  statements 
of  the  pettttonerst  280;  whose  fiinlt  was  it  that  the 
QovemmentofFloridawss  tyrannical?  240;  the  blame 
must  rest  on  those  by  whom  the  Oovemment  wss  or- 
ganised, 280;  where  Is  the  daiise  of  the  constitution 
which  ezdndes  this  House  fhnn  inquiring  Into  such  a 
esse?  281;  the  bill  of  last  session  corresponded  to  the 
▼lews  of  the  ExecutiTe,  281;  noU,  281;  report  relative 
to  release  of  petitioners,  281 

Beeolntions  relatiTe  to  the  message  and  documents 
offered,  284;  the  OoTcmor  of  Florida  does  not  possess 
those  Judicial  powen  he  claims  to  oxerdse,  284;  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Ctovemor  was  evidently  correct, 
286 ;  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  to  dofisat  the  cession,  286; 
farther  debate,  286;  House  refuses  to  take  cognisanoo  of 
the  complaints,  288. 

Besolutions  offered  rebtive  to  transactions  in  Florida, 
270;  House  reftase  to  oonslderthem,  270;  note,  270;  cor- 
respondence, 271, 2T2;  message  relative  to,  82& 

In  tk6  ITofMSL— A  biU  to  esUbUsh  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment in  Florida,  294;  moved  to  extend  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution  in  relation  to  protection  of  lib- 
erty, Ac,  over,  294;  people  of  Florida  strangers  to  our 
constitution  and  laws,  294;  ftirther  remarks,  S96;  mo- 
tion lost,  296;  fiols,  296;  blU  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
296;  paMed,298. 

Jload94n,'-In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  of  pnblio  roads  in  Florida,  considered,  609 ;  im- 
portance to  the  territoxy  of  the  roads  proposed,  609;  as 
it  relates  to  the  defenoe,  and  to  the  population  of  the 
territory,  809;  data  on  which  the  estimates  are  based, 
609;  the  appropriation  stated,  with  the  labor  of  the 
military  Ibrce  will  be  adequate,  609;  an  extraordinaiy 
ooontiy  if  twenty  thoussnd  dollars  will  make  three  hun- 
dred miles  of  road,  610;  different  manner  of  construct- 
ing roads  at  the  South  and  at  the  ITorth,  510 ;  biU  passed 
to  a  third  reading,  610;  memorials  respecting,  696l 
Government  oC— iSm  /9Kf«B,  voL  8,  SpoMt^  Trea- 
tif.  Occupation  of;  see  Indvs^  voL  4.  Purchase  of;  Me 
/ful«B^voL& 
Flotd,  Johx,  Bepresentatlve  from  Yirginla,  8, 218, 878, 808 ; 
on  a  national  vacolne  instttntlon,  8;  offsrs  a  resdntion 
relative  to  the  occupancy  of  the  Columbia  Blver,  60;  re- 
ports relative  to  the  Columbia  Blver,  74 ;  relative  to  Mis- 
souri, 88, 92;  on  the  South  American  Provinces,  98;  on 
reconsidering  the  vote  relative  to  Missouri,  106 ;  on  the 
election  of  President  and  Ylce  President,  114;  offers  a 
resolution  relative  to  the  vote  of  Missouri  fbr  President, 
118;  on  the  Indian  Department,  981;  on  vsodnation, 
244;  on  the  Bussian  claims,  268;  on  transactions  in 
Florida,  268;  on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  884;  on  the 
occupation  of  Columbia  Blver,  892;  on  the  suppression 
of  public  documents,  481 ;  on  road  from  Memphis  to 
LltUe  Bock,  815.  iSee /nd«as  voL  8. 
FoLaxB,  Walivb,  Jun.,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  Msssanhnsettw, 

8.    Bu  Ind«a^  voL  8L 
Foot,  Sax vxl  A.,  Bepresentatlve  flrom  Connecticut,  8, 692 ; 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Jonmal,  87;  relative  to  Mis- 


souri, 88, 85;  on  the  duty  on  wines,  789;  ott  tte  daty« 
wooUenB,74&    SuInde^^tLt. 

Foon,  Chjlxus  A^  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Toit.  991 

FoxD,  WiLLiAX  D^  Bepresentatlve  frona  New  York,  8.  & 
/fuf  ecB,  vol  8. 

Foreign  MimUUr*,  abuse  of  privHegc^-^lse  Aden,  v^  8. 

Fortign  BOoHoM.    iSm /iMf ecs,  vols.  4,  6l 

Fomnasi^  Thoxas,  Bepresentattve  fWnn  PenasTlvaafa.  t 
877.    50e  Jfuieas,  voL  8. 

FoBSTTH,  JoBW,  Bcprescntative  fttun  OocsrU,  589;  en  n- 
ductlon  of  the  dlplomatio  eorpSi  879.  iSse  Adma^  v^k 
5,8. 

FoswAJU),  Waltbs,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pobib^Itila 
877, 502 ;  on  the  duly  on  woollens,  878L 

Frano^reUsUonewUh.'-'SM  Indeae,  vola.  9,  ft. 

Franting  FHvtUg^—JBf  /lutoo,  vola.  1,  i. 

Fbasoush,  Mom.,  communication  ct,  898. 

Freedom  of  Oonteienee.'—See  IndeoOt  voL  L 

French  veeuU,  bills  req>octi]ig  duties  on,  906L 

French  SpoUfOione,  report  on,  1^    <8se/fulea^Ta3s.il 

lYench  Deoreee.'See  Indeeoit  vol  5. 

French  Befugeee.--84e  Indem,  voL  1. 

FriendSt  petition  of  Society  oi,  in  referoaoe  to  dam  ac- 
rlages,69& 

Froniiere,  preieaUon  ef.—See  Jndem,  voL  L 

FxosT,  JoxL,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  Toik,  081. 

Fugitiveefrom  labor,  resolution  xeUtive  to,  891. 

Fugmees/rom  Jmt4ce,—See  Jndea\  voL  1. 

Fugittoe  JSla9et.—See  Indea^  voL  6, 8L    Stamt. 

FvLLSE,  TixoTHT,  Beprescntative  tmok  Mnanefliiisinii  ' 
815, 877, 892 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  ctocka,  Sli; 
on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  884, 889i,  888;  vdaiiTr  ^ 
Spanish  Privateers,  481;  on  the  bill  for  tbe  r^d  J 
Sarah  Perry,  818;  on  the  duty  on  iron,  6T9;  «a  Ai 
case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  888.    See  /fMl«a\  inA.  6w 

Fur  Trade  of  ike  ITsef.— In  the  Senate, «  biU  to  repJot 
trade  with  the  Indians  considered,  901 ;  tkeltartn^a 
object  of  national  concern,  809;  aa  a  bnach  of  smi- 
mereo,  202 ;  the  nature  of  the  capital  weold  cahua 
the  value  of  the  trade  to  the  eonntry,  80S;  the  y^r.- 
cabllity  of  taking  the  ftan  direct  to  Ghlm,  8D8;  tk»  :s 
trade  is  the  true  means  of  oontrdlliii^  tbe  ljidisB%9H 
the  bill  and  amendments  are  ealeolated  to  giiTe  n  sc 
protection,  204. 

A  bill  to  prevent  foreigners  trading  with  the  Isti'i 
within  the  United  Statea  considered,  548;  foralgaai  ::- 
stigate  the  Indians  to  murder  Amerleax  rtttimi  U* 
machinations  in  Florida,  548;  In  the  northwest.  Ml. 
Indians  ripe  for  hoetiUties  with  as  \oo^  hete«  tk  ^ 
deration  of  the  late  war,  544;  Instigated  by  the  traAf-^ 
544;  nairative,  544;  the  state  of  eor  relalloiis  wttk  cat 
Blaekfeet  tribe,  548;  the  AsHlnahetn%,  548;  the  cr^- 
of  the  hunting  expedltton^  548;  the  Brftiah  terttaio 
the  cause  of  the  hostility  of  the  Blackfoet  IbAim  oi 
others,  547;  eight  ressons stated  to  prove  It,  5fi.M*: 
the  bill  reported  contains  four  provislooa  to  pec  •■  a: 
to  these  outrages  and  to  preserve  the  fbr  tnde,  Mi:  thi 
main  provision  Is  to  advance  a  military  peet«  «a  tht 
Upper  Missouri,  549 ;  the  msgnitude  of  the  far  tak 
549;  the  enooursgement  it  will  givo  to  home  inda*?. 
549 ;  our  policy  unites  Itself  with  onr  interest,  698l 

How  this  bill  is  to  produce  the  effect  indicated  br  13 
titie  has  not  been  explained,  551 ;  it  will  not  be  in- 
tended that  moving  troops  up  the  Missouri  can  bt  ac- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  onr  frtmtiers,  551 ;  eaa» 
fit>m  Major  Long's  account  of  the  coaatry,  SSI;  f^ 
companies  would  be  altogether  inadequate  for  the  yv 
pose  intended,  592 ;  the  meet  exceptionaUe  part  «f  tic 
bin  Is  the  protection  of  the  hunters  and  tnppcas  Sfi, 
it  Is  said  the  British  tradexa  came  within  oar  beandete 
to  tiade  with  the  Indiana,  569;  olijeetiew  U  the  la 
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■aswertid,  068 ;  the  ajstem  of  Intereoime  with  the  In- 
di«B8  Utfllj  punned  la  rafdleally  wrong,.  054;  If  It  is  in- 
tended to  InTide  the  Indian  eonntry  with  n  military 
force  we  onght  to  hold  a  treaty  with  them  and  obtain 
their  eonaent,  004 ;  the  Indian  tribes  do  not  eome  within 
oar  jariadiotlon — what  oontrol  hare  we  over  them  f  554 ; 
the  Government  has  always  established  military  posts 
in  their  eonntry  without  their  consent,  004;  this  point 
established,  004 ;  no  part  of  the  bill  proposes  to  interfere 
with  the  Indians,  050;  we  have  no  right  to  place  a  mili- 
tary force  in  the  Indian  coontry  In  a  time  of  peace,  500; 
the  Indian  has  no  one  here  to  spesk  Ibr  him,  000;  the 
protection  of  oar  trade  with  the  Northwestern  Indians 
by  a  military  force  had  been  once  disoossed  and  settled, 
660;  bUl  laid  over,  006;  amendment  moved,  086;  car- 
ried, 086 ;  biU  ordered  to  lie  on  the  toble,086;  biU  taken 
up  and  amendment  canied,  086 ;  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, 686L 


ttAiLLABn,  jAHza,  Senator  from  Bonth  Carolina,  18T,  848^ 
460;  elected  president  protmtKot  Senate,  187, 108, 848, 
860, 088;  his  address  to  the  Senate,  109;  his  remarks, 
869.    /lM7fM2«(B,vols.8,4,fi,6. 

GalM  and  Ssaton,  elected  printer,  44T.    Sm  /ndeoB,  voL  6L 

GAmia,  JoHK  M.,  memorial  ot,  706. 

QAMMwrt,  BoBBBT  S.,  BepTssentatlve  from  Virginia,  8, 916, 
877, 099 ;  on  reconsidering  the  vote  relative  to  Missouri, 
104;  declarfttion  oi;  809, 810.    See  IndeBo,  vol  & 

Gabusoit,  Daniul,  Bepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  092b 

Gaklat,  Jammb  W.,  Bepresentative  from  Ohio,  092;  on  the 
Miami  purchase,  607 ;  on  the  reduction  of  the  dljdomatlc 
corps,  684b 

Gbbsabd,  Johv,  Sepreeentatlve  from  New  York,  216, 877. 

Omeral  We^^s  6tau9&^  eoMimiMtL-'Ses  Indeaa,  vol  1. 

GMrffian  MUiHa,  claima.— iSiM  .fiMtee,  vols.  8,  6;  land 
claim.— <8m  Indtm,  vol.  & 

GMrgia  Ctaimt,  papers  refened,  192 ;  report,  192. 

Gernu»  Langnag^  totes  in.-^Su  Indv^  voL  2. 

OmaB,  GSOI0B  B.,  Beprssentadve  from  Georgia,  216, 877; 
relative  to  the  Indian  department,  220, 281 ;  on  transac- 
tions in  Florida,  260 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  docu- 
ments, 429. 

Gxai;  JoezPH,  BepresenUtive  from  South  Carolina,  216, 877, 
692. 

Ooid  wf^  report  on,  87. 

OouAic,  BsirsAifiir,  Bepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  7, 
210,8n. 

OovAir,  Ahdbbw  B.,  Bepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
878, 098;  on  the  tariii;  702. 

GsAT,  Joior  C,  Bepresentettve  from  Ylrginia,  8. 

Ortat  Britain^  reUUiaiory  meawrM  on.-^Bee  Indw,  vol.  L 

Oreekt,  add  to  thd.-^ln  the  House,  memorial  In  behalf  of 
the  Greeks  presented,  410;  sentiments  of  the  memorial- 
ists in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  410 ;  ftir- 
ther  nmarks,  410;  memorial  laid  on  the  table,  410. 

Greece,  commieeioner  to.-^ln  the  House,  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  appointment  of;  ofTered,  694 ;  object  to 
obtain  from  the  House  an  expression  r^>onsive  to  the 
Presidenrs  messsge,  095 ;  laid  on  the  Uble,  000 ;  debate 
on  time  to  take  up  the  motion  ibr,  60a 

A  resolution  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  to  Greece  con- 
sidered, 641;  witnesses  of  what  Greece  has  taught 
us  to  b^  641 ;  what  is  it  best  Ibr  us  to  do  in  the 
present  aspect  of  things  respecting  Greece?  642;  the 
policy  of  the  Government  towards  fbrelgn  nations, 
642;  the  age  is  a  peculiar  one,  642;  the  dechmtion 
of  the  Holy  Alliance,  648;  what  la  a  troaty?  648; 


nature  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  644;  a  combination  against 
the  cause  of  human  Intellect  and  the  character  of  the 
age,  644;  speech  of  the  Emperor  of  Bussla,  644;  what 
is  this  to  us?  640;  what  can  we  do?  640;  the  countiy 
of  Greece,  646 ;  results  of  the  system  of  modem  Euro- 
pean Sovereigns,  647;  the  situation  of  Gnece,  647, 648  ; 
will  this  resolution  do  them  any  good?  648;  Is  it  pad- 
flc,  648;  do  the  gentlemen  fear  embroiling  us  with  the 
Porter  648;  farther  debate, 601;  amendment  to  limit 
the  resolve  to  an  expression  of  sentiment  ihvorable  to 
Greece,  602 ;  this  is  a  matter  which  had  its  origin  prin- 
cipally in  feeling,  602;  the  Grodan  republics,  608;  yon 
owe  to  Greece  a  debt  which  yon  ought  to  pay  in  kind, 
it  is  for  moral  aid,  668;  let  us  take  caro  that  we  do  not 
make  our  cause  a  warning  against  free  govemnaenti^ 
608;  we  should  pause  befioro  we  take  any  step  that  may 
commit  the  nation,  604;  the  resolution  in  itself  is  noth- 
ing when  compared  with  the  consequences  It  involves, 
654 ;  doctrines  broached  that  imply  a  total  change  in  the 
policy  of  this  Government,  600 ;  are  we  to  go  on  a  cru- 
sade to  propagate  liberty  and  religion  ?  690 ;  the  quotation 
from  Pulfendor^  600;  the  President  has  already  express- 
ed all  in  reference  to  Greece  that  the  resolution  goes  to 
express,  666 ;  other  cases  besides  that  of  the  Greeks,  666 ; 
what  are  we  now  asked  to  do  f  656;  it  is  said  we  have 
sent  and  received  ministers  from  revolutlonaiy  Francs^ 
666 ;  even  Bussla  dare  not  move,  667 ;  one  worid  Is  not 
sufficient  for  us,  657 ;  we  have  not  a  little  of  John  Bull- 
dog spirit,  607;  the  unexampled  state  of  the  worid, 
608 ;  called  upon  to  acknowledge  a  new  power,  609 ; 
what  will  bo  the  probable  consequences?  669;  have 
the  Greeks  declared  and  maintained  their  Independ- 
ence ?  669;  it  will  be  a  violation  of  our  declared  prin- 
ciples, 659;  it  is  an  Interference  with  the  executive 

.  power,  660 ;  the  act  of  Ccmgress  will  be  the  acknowl- 
edgment and  not  the  embassy,  660;  what  have  you 
to  do  with  the  liberty  of  any  people  except  the  people 
you  govern,  662 ;  Justice  is  not  done  to  the  Turk  in 
this  debate,  661 ;  In  religion  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant 
than  their  Christian  neighbors,  661;  remember  the 
words  of  Washington,  661 ;  the  hopes  of  mankind  de- 
pend on  the  success  of  our  experiment,  662b 

Gbobs,  Ezba  C,  Bepresentative  Ihmi  New  York,  8.  See 
Indem,  voL  & 

Gmoea,  Saxubl,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8,  216, 
877 ;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  Mlssonrl,  00.  See  In- 
deaa,y6L9. 

OuUlemard,  Amaido,  petltloB  oi;  161. 

OwnboaU^'-See  Jndea^  vol.  2. 

GnLBT,  Hmmx  H.,  Bepresentative  ftmn  Ohio,  600;  on 
roads  in  Florida,  611 ;  on  the  duty  on  wines,  T02l 

GvTON,  Jaiob,  Jb.,  Bepresentative  from  New  York,  8. 


JTabeae  Oorpua,mt»penaUm<(f,'-See  Indem^  vol.  a 
Hagklxt,  Aanox,  Jn.,  Bepresentative  frt>m  New  York,  8; 

relative  to  Missouri,  86;  on  the  admission  of  Mlasonri, 

IO61.    /S'se  JfuEiflts  voL  6. 
Hall,  Gsobox,  Bepresentative  from  New  York,  SL    See  in- 

<2«B,  voL  6. 
Hall,  Thomas  H.,  Bepresentative  tnm  North  Carolina,  8^ 

221,877,608.    /Sse  JiufscB,  vol  6L 
Hall,  Willakd,  Bepresentative  from  Delaware,  12.    See. 

Indem^  voL  6L 
ffaU  ofihe  ffonee,  resolution  relative  to,  01. 
Hajoltok,  Alxxakdxb.— i?«por<  q^  at  SeetHary  ef  fU 

Trea»wry,—8ee  Tfulsce,  voL  1,  TVsosvry. 
Hamiltoh,  Jakm,  Ji.,  Beifresentative  from  Sooth  Carottna, 

418, 092 ;  announces  death  of  William  Lowndes,  418;  on 

the  suppression  of  public  documents,  448;  on  relief  of 
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Sanh  Feny,  619;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  978;  on  the 

Habdzh,  BKirjAKnr,  Bepresentattye  from  Kentuokj,  17, 
810,  877;  on  tranaaotlonA  in  Florida,  208;  relatlre  to 
public  de&tiltera,  821 ;  <m  the  road  from  Ohio  to  Michi- 
gan, 415.    Bee  IndesSy  Tola,  fi,  8. 

ffarmany  in  Indian  Society  of.— See  Indeaa^  yoL  8. 

iTA»^tni  ICakk,  Bepreaentatlye  from  Maine,  877. 

Hasbis,  Bobut,  Bepreaentatlye  from  Fennsylyanla,  608. 

HiJtTST,  Matthiw,  Bepreaentatlye  ftx»m  New  Hampahlre, 
816,877,60L 

Hawks,  Jamib,  Bepreaentatlye  from  New  York,  816, 877. 

Hatdkh,  Moans,  Bepreaentatlye  from  New  York,  688. 

Baths,  Bobbbt  Y.,  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  466 ;  offers 
a  resolution  relatlye  to  an  amendment  of  the  oonstltn- 
tloB,  478;  offers  resolutions  acknowledging  Grecian  In- 
dependence, 480 ;  on  the  case  of  Henderson,  488;  rela- 
tlye to  the  yiolt  of  La&yette,  498 ;  on  additional  sloops 
of  war,  606;  on  amendmenta  to  the  oonstitntion,  625; 
relAtlye  to  imprisonment  f6r  debt,  661;  on  the  duty  on 
cotton  bagging,  578. 

Moftif  resolutions  relatlye  to  Interoouise  with,  418. 

Hatwabd,  WnjLiASf,  Jb.,  Bepreaentatlye  from  Maxyland, 
608. 

Hababd,  Natbaxibl,  Bepreaentatlye  from  Bhode  Island,  8 ; 
decease  0^60.    See  Index^  ycL  t. 

Beaihen^propagatinfflhe  Ooepel  among— Meteage^  1(16  \ 
fMto,  706;  report,  718^ 

Amp,  .^meriooM^— In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  for  informa- 
tion respecting  American  cordage,  Jbc,  666;  object  to 
find  out  the  reason  which  excludes  American  hemp  from 
American  ships,  686;  the  quantity  of  foreign  materials 
used  in  the  nayy,  686 ;  the  cost  of  matexlals  in  %  ship  of 
the  line,  687;  resolution  agreed  to,  687. 

Hemp  and  Fla^  machine  report  on,  879. 

HmraiLL,  JosxpB,  Bepresentatlye  firom  Pennsylyania,  8, 
816, 877, 608;  on  dtlzenshlp  of  free  colored  persons  In 
Missouri,  87 ;  on  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Bock, 
608;  on  roads  In  Florida,  618;  on  sunrey  of  roads  and 
Gana]a,687.    /Sm  J«u2m,  yoL  6. 

Bmdereon,  Franoie^  Jr^  the  oaee  q^— In  the  Senate,  the 
bill  reported  for  the  relief  of  Fxancis  Henderson  con- 
sidered, 488;  question  on  adding  interest  to  the  prlnd- 
pal,  488 ;  GoL  John  Laurens,  482 ;  eulogy  upon  Lanrena, 
488;  the  daughter  of  CoL  Laurens  is  the  only  person 
who  haa  any  just  claim,  484;  the  oiicumstanoes  were 
such  that  the  money  ought  not  to  go  to  her,  484;  the 
question  does  not  turn  on  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but 
whether  the  person  named  was  Justly  authorized  to  re- 
eeiye  the  money,  484;  if  wrongfrtlly  paid,  Oongresa 
would  be  bound  to  pay  it  again,  484;  If  nothing  but  a 
separation,  without  a  dlyorce  had  taken  place.  It  did  not 
yltlate  the  right  of  Mr.  Henderson,  484;  amendment 
moyed  requiring  the  relinquishment  of  all  daim  on  the 
part  of  the  parents,  484;  it  Is  left  to  the  equity  of  Oon- 
gxess  to  pay  this  claim,  486;  bfll  kid  on  the  table,  486; 
l>ill  reported  in  Senate,  618;  moyed  to  amend  hj  re- 
quiring a  Mllnquiahment  of  the  daims  of  all  other  far- 
ties  preylous  to  paying  the  money,  518;  the  daim  one 
<»f  strict  Justice,  613;  Laurens  had  reedy  ed  all  the  com- 
pensation he  wished  or  expected  for  his  seryloes,  518; 
tndeflnitdy  postponed,  618, 

Hbndbxokb,  Wiluax,  Bepresentatlye  from  Indiana,  8, 816. 
8eeJndea\  yols.  6, 6. 

Hbhbt,  Bobbbt  P.,  Bepresentatlye  fh>m  Keutnoky,  608 ;  on 
roads  In  Florida,  618 ;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  681. 

IfMnmneB,  Jomr,  Bepresentatlye  from  New  York,  604.    See 

JfUfSBB^TOLOL 

HBUTAjmBS,  JosBPH  M.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  418. 
Bbbbiox,  Bbbrkbb,  Bepresentatlye  from  Maine,  816,^877, 
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Hbbbiok,  SAjnno^  Bepresentatlye  frtun  OUio,  64. 
dea\  yoL  & 

HiBsmffATf,  Jacob,  Bepiresentatlye  from  PennsftraaK  ^ 
See  Jnde»^  yoL  6. 

HxLL,  Mabk  lb,  Bepresentatlye  fkom  Msswariwisctl%  t^  811, 
877;  offers  a  resolutkm  zdatlTe  to  interooone  with 
Hsytl,418.    iSteifMtas^yoLOL 

HoBABT,  Aaboh,  B^resentatiye  ttom  '*^— **>*»«■■**%  8^ 
816,  877, 598. 

Bodgeon^Bebeeea^jftid\ifakfd,V».    See Indefm^YoL^ 

HoGBBOOK,  Jajibs  L.,  Bepresentatlye  from  New  T«tk,  OT; 
on  the  appropriation  bill,  688. 

HoLOOHBB,  Gbobqb,  Bepresentatlye  from  New  Jessay,  814 
877, 608;  on  surveys  for  roads  and  canala,  688. 

HoLicBS,DAyiD,  Senator  ikomMissisdppl,S<a;  466k  AsA- 
<2«B^yoL6. 

HoLMBB,  JOBX,  Senator  firom  Maine,  848, 465;  on  fMsngaasa- 
tion  to  collectors  of  the  customs,  156 ;  on  jaSHtarj  raads 
in  Maine,  166 ;  on  the  adjournment  oi  the  sfseloii,  !•; 
on  stopping  pay  to  certain  military  ofBoen,  181 ;  on  the 
appointment  of  certain  minlstraSk  806;  <Hi  the  < 
don  of  piracy,  866 ;  on  amendments  to  tfaa  i 
688;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  678;  on  voadb  la 
Florida,  510;  on  purdiasing  a  ikrm  near  West  PilBt, 
618;  on  the  Indian  tax  trade,  665;  4a  the  tailC  M&. 
See  IndeBOf  yoL  6. 

JBome  DepttrimenlSee  Indei^  voL  1,  JtosesiMM  Depmri- 
m,eiid;  and  Jndeao^  voL  & 

Some  JfMM^bctores,  foorn  in  fheJBtnue.—Se^Jndmek  vd-  <» 

ffonore  to  the  Bn»ee.—See  Zndea^  yd.  6. 

HooKB,  Chablbb,  Bepresentatlye  ih»n  Nortb  GarollBa,  I; 
816,877,608.    iSto /ndecn,  vols.  6^  & 

Soreee  loet  in  the  Seminole  ITor.— In  the  Home,  a  acme- 
rial  of  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  daimin^  paymea*  far 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  War,  oonsideired,  808;  leport 
of  committee  unfayorable,  808;  mored  t«  stiike  em 
"not,"  so  as  to  change  its  charaeto;  808;  thia  fham 
rests  on  a  poeltiye  contract  between  the  aoldkr  aadUs 
Gtoyemment,  808;  his  ddm  would  be  awiitafaaWr  la 
law,  were  the  Goyenmient  suable,  808;  if  be  la  to  be 
charged  with  his  wages  when  he  reeeiyes  credit  te-  hii 
horse.  It  is  evident  that  the  longer  he  served  the  pester 
would  be  the  balance  against  him,  800;  eonaaBlttee  rise, 
800. 

HosTBTTBB,  Jaoob,  Beprosontatlve  ttcm  Penn^ylvaaia,  t. 
See  Indeoi,  voL  & 

ffouee  convenes  at  second  seadon  of  16th  Oongraaa,  8;  bd- 
lota  for  Speaker,  4^5;  convenes  at  1st  seodoB  of  ITlh 
Oongiess,  816;  convenes  at  8d  seadon  of  17th  Co^gxei^ 
877;  a^Jonnsatdose  of  8d  sesdon  of  17tb  Concern, 
464 ;  oonvenes  at  1st  sesdon  of  18th  Congress,  SOL 

HouBTOB,  Samubl,  BepreseuUtive  tnm  Tenneaaee,  508. 

HiTBBABn,  Thokas  H.,  BepresenUtive  tnm  New  YoA,  SM^ 
877.   See Indem, rait. 


nUnoie^  admieeion  qf.—See  Indeet,  voi  6L 

JmpeaohmenL—See  Indea^  voL  & 

Importation  qf  Slaoee^—See  Indeg^  voL  8,  DmKss  «»  J^ 
porta. 

Importe.—See  DuHee  on  Importe, 

Itnprieonment  for  DebL—ln  the  Senate,  moved  tereeoe- 
dder  the  vote  reooomiltttng  the  bill,  561 ;  altogether  an 
ineffldent  remedy  for  the  evils  Intended  to  be  net  by 
it,  668;  the  vote  to  reoommlt  is  a  deddon  seainBt  the 
bill,  668;  motion  carried,  668;  indefinite  postpoBeDeat 
moved,  668;  lost,  662;  ordered  to  be  engrossed:  50;  WL 
passed,  568. 
In  the  jBbvss.— Bin  reported  with  i 
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HooM  eononn,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  e  third  reading, 

eoi 

InauffttratUm  of  the  President,  Msreh  A,  1881, 183. 

Indrnimit^  Jbr  SpoUaUon$.—8e6  Indim^  toL  1,  Ortat 
BHtain, 

Inddan  Agtuirt.—Bf  Inden^  voL  4 

/imMoa  TW&m,  bUl  to  preyent  war  among  the,  17& 

Indian  Factory  SytUnk—ln  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  Indian  Factory  ayetem,  with  amendmente  to  glre 
tho  Mrlnding  up  to  agents  instead  of  the  present  officers, 
180;  fioto,  180;  the  llMstory  system  grew  out  of  a  na- 
tional calamity,  and  had  been  one  itself  181 ;  the  capital 
first  Invested,  181;  the  act  of  1811,181;  the  practical 
operation  of  the  system,  181 ;  great  abases  have  been 
committed  in  the  discharge  of  the  dntles,  181 ;  the  oon- 
dnct  of  the  Saperlntendent  in  purchasing  the  goods,  181 ; 
eight  gross  of  jewsharps,  181 ;  statement  of  Mi^or  O'Fal- 
lon,  188 ;  sUtement  of  Mi^or  Bell,  188 ;  statement  of  Mr. 
Crooka,  188;  conduct  of  the  flMstors  in  making  their 
sales,  188 ;  conduct  of  the  Buperlntendents  in  selling  the 
flirs  and  peltries  recelTed  from  the  fiwtors,  184;  the 
amount  of  business  done  by  the  Ihctories,  185;  Mr. 
Crook's  statement,  185;  noU,  18C 
'  Nothing  to  show  that  the  Superintendents  or  Ihctors 
had  not  lUthftilly  discharged  their  duty,  186;  from  an 
examination  of  the  documents  it  appeals  that  the  Su- 
perintendents haye  done  their  duty,  186 ;  conduct  of  Su- 
perintendent and  Ikctors  can  be  explained  without  im- 
plicating their  characters,  187 ;  the  capital  is  inadequate 
to  the  trade,  187 ;  ftxrther  debate,  188. 

Indian  JHpartmmU.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  consid- 
ered, calling  for  information  relattve  to  the  expenditure 
«f  the  Indian  Department,  886 ;  agreed  to,  886. 

Bill  making  appropriations,  ^to.,  considered,  886 ;  two 
questions  to  be  decided  which  the  conunittee  has  not 
met,  886;  whore  does  the  supreme  authority  of  this 
GoTernment  rest?  886;  the  War  Department  is  not  a 
co-ordinate  or  correlatlTe  department  with  this  House, 
S86;  what  is  the  power  of  the  departments?  886;  defl- 
eits  in  accounts,  887 ;  former  deficits,  887;  the  law  does 
not  authorise  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the  Indians, 
287;  true  dignity  In  a  Secretary  of  War  consists  in  not 
exceeding  his  approprlatioos,  887;  the  specification  of 
appropriations  must  be  made  In  the  House,  888;  no  ob- 
jection was  made  at  the  last  Gongress  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  policy  and  expenditure  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, 888 ;  reasons  for  voting  in  flkvor  of  the  sum  named 
by  the  committee,  S8a 

Motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  889; 
reasons  for  pos^nement,  889 ;  discussion  tends  to  no 
good  purpose  at  present,  889;  the  House  has  all  the  in- 
Ayrmatlon  that  can  be  expected,  880 ;  decorous  to  this 
House  as  well  as  the  Secretary  to  posti>one  the  question, 
880;  ftarther  debate  on  the  motion  to  postpone,  880, 881 ; 
postponement  carried,  888;  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
considered  relatlTe  to  trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians, 888 ;  progress  made  in  the  dviUxatiou  and  happi- 
ness of  the  Indian  tribes  under  the  system  pursued  for 
that  purpose,  888;  numbers  in  the  United  States,  888; 
bow  to  eivillxe  and  Ohristianize  our  red  brethren  ii  the 
question,  889;  what  has  been  done  in  different  regions  ? 
889, 840 ;  the  clTlUsation  of  the  Indians,  If  effected,  is  to 
be  a  work  not  only  of  time,  but  of  necessity,  840;  much 
treasure  already  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts,  841 ; 
Indirect  taxes,  841 ;  people  will  not  complain  of  taxes  if 
Imposed  for  humane  and  useAiI  purposes,  841 ;  aTersion 
of  the  Indians  to  our  kws  and  dvillxatiun,  848;  fiofo,84S; 
Tain  to  attempt  to  dvillze  them  while  surrounded 
by  our  settlements,  848;  amendments  proposed  lost,  848b 
Indian  Land*  «ottMi»  a  SUOe,  rigMt  over.—tSse  /imEm, 
ToLL 


Indian  "Drading  PoiU.—'HeaBMga  rehitive  to,  418;  reserva- 
tions, report  on,  488 ;  report,  460. 

iiMftofte,  Quapau,  memorial  of;  594 ;  memorial  on  dvUiza- 
tton  and  education  of  the  Indians,  600. 

Indiana^  memorial  of  Assembly  of;  on  public  landtf,  616. 

Indiana,  admittion  qf.—Su  Ind^SD^  voL  6. 

Ihohak,  Saxvsl  D.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania, 
879,  698;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676,  676,  677.  See 
IndsBO,  vol.  6. 

IfUsrtourte,  Commeroialt  do.  Foreign,  da  2fbn.^8«4  In- 
d4a\  voL  4. 

IwUmal  Improemnsnts.— In  the  House,  amendment  to  the 
fortlflcatfon  bill  to  authorize  engineers  to  ascertain  the 
practicability  and  expense  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the 
Potomac  and  Ohio  by  a  canal,  447 ;  this  union  of  the 
great  rivers  of  the  East  and  West  by  inland  navigation 
is  an  object  of  national  Importance,  447;  Virginia  has 
incorporated  a  company  to  carry  a  canal  two-thirds  of 
the  distance,  447 ;  it  is  said  this  is  not  a  proper  bill  In 
which  to  introduce  this  amendment,  448 ;  this  intercom- 
munication Is  recommended  by  the  Seeretary  of  War  aa 
connected  with  the  military  defence  of  the  country, 
448 ;  the  nation  has  a  deep  Interest  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  this  dty,  448;  the  pracUcabiUty  of  uniting 
these  waters  appears  no  longer  doubtftil,  448 ;  the  diffsr- 
ence  in  the  cofct  of  transportation  by  land  and  by  canal  ia 
as  twenty  to  one,  449 ;  a  moderate  toll  will  yield  a  reve- 
nue of  fifteen  per  cent  on  the  stock,  449;  the  canal 
could  be  completed  in  six  years  on  a  loan  of  six  millions, 
460 ;  the  dawn  of  internal  improvement  by  canals  has 
begun  to  open  on  us,  460 :  what  has  been  done  for  in- 
ternal commerce  for  the  benefit  of  the  interior  and  the 
West  ?  460 ;  while  monarchies  are  so  studious  of  the  in- 
terests of  their  people,  the  people's  Bepresentatives  lav- 
ish their  money  on  objects  of  military  grandeur,  451 ; 
the  money  expended  on  armies  Is  gone,  while  that  on 
canals  is  enjoyed  for  centuries,  461 ;  the  Constitution 
expressly  gives  to  Ck>ngress  power  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  States,  461 ;  also  power  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  461 ;  the  Cumberland  road  has  been 
Justified,  because  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  public 
lands,  461 ;  a  meeting  fixr  internal  improveoMnt  in  1784, 
468;  their  report,  468. 

InwMd  Cbrps-See  Indeaa,  voL  & 

laAGKS,  Jaoob  C,  Bepresentatilve  from  Tennessee,  593;  on 
road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Book,  616 ;  on  cotton  mini- 
mums,  700L 


jAOsfloir,  AxDBBW,  Senator  ttcm.  Tennessee,  478;  on  the 

right  of  preemption,  488;  on  the  roads  in  Florida,  609, 

6ia    /Sm /fu2«n»  vols.  8, 8,  & 
Jaoksov,  Edwakd  B.,  Bepresentatlve  hem  TIrginia,  8, 816^ 

877. 
JxTRBBOir,  Tboxab,  petition  rebitlve  to  the  duty  on  books, 

817.-.SM  J«u2«B,  vols.  1,  8,8,4,5. 
Jmacim,  Samubl,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  698. 
Jailt  qf8taU*.—S«6  Indesa,  vol.  1. 
Jsmrncoa,  Jokatbah,  Bepresentatlve  from  Indiana,  877, 

698.    .Sm /mtaa,  vols.  4, 6. 
JoHxraoir,  Fbakob,  Bepresentatlve  firom  Kentucky,  8;  816, 

877 ;  on  the  exchange  of  cotton  stocks,  810l 
JoHHSoir,  Himv,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  187, 848, 466^  617. 
JoHXisoir,  JoHH  T.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Kentucky,  816,871, 

698. 
JoHxsoK,  Josxpo,  Bepresentatlve  fifom  Virginia,  698. 
JoHHSTOir,  JosiAH  S^  Beprescutatlve  trovn  Louisiana,  816, 

877;  offers  a  resolution  relative  to  the  suppression  of 

piracy,  164,  166;  on  the  Indian  Factory  syatem,  186; 

relative  to  the  suppression  of  piracy,  a4ft;  on  the  boon- 
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dary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  8S8;  on 
militaiy  appropriationa,  885,  886;  relative  to  the  road 
from  New  Orleans  to  NnshTille,  858;  on  sorvey  of  the 
Loolsiana  lands,  860;  on  Lonlsiana  land  titles,  870;  on 
the  rl^ht  of  Preemption,  488. 

Johnson,  SicnAED  M.,  Senator  from  Kentncfc/,  187,  848, 
472 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  6S;  offers  a  re- 
sol  atlon  relative  to  military  roads,  144;  on  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constltatlon,  145 ;  on  the  India  trade,  1S8; 
on  stopping  pay  to  certidn  officers,  192 ;  on  the  accounts 
of  Farrow  and  Harris,  872 ;  on  the  public  lands,  489 ; 
relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  661 ;  on  striking  oat 
the  duty  on  hemp,  570;  on  the  improvement  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  587.    See  Jndea^  vols.  8,  4, 5,  6. 

Joiras,  Fbavcis,  Bepreeentattve  from  Tennessee,  8, 216, 877 ; 
motion  rektlve  to  the  delegate  fh>m  Missouri,  128.  See 
Indent,  voL  6. 

JovBB,  jAifSB,  Representative  ftvm  Ylrglnla,  8,  882,  877. 
See  Indeoo^  voL  6. 

Journal  qf  the  Federal  OonoenUon,  message  relative  to  the 
publication  o^  821. 

Jcwnal  qftAeOld  Oonffreee.-^See  IndesB^  voL  & 

Judffee,  Federal,  removal  qf.—See  Indeoo,  vols.  8, 4. 

Jmdieiary  BysUm.See  Indeo^  vol  8w 


Kblly,  Willxax,  Senator  ftt>m  Alabama,  478;  on  amend* 
ments  to  the  constitution,  587;  on  the  duty  on  cotton 
bagging.  578. 

Kbndall,  Jokab,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  8. 
See  Jmdese^  voL  6. 

KxMT,  JoSBPH,  Representative  from  Maryland,  8, 816, 877, 
698;  on  a  national  vacdne  instltntion,  8;  on  grants  of 
land  for  education,  599.    /Sm  /lufsos,  vols.  4,  5,  6. 

KsTS,  EuAS,  Representative  firom  Vermont,  815,  877;  on 
the  Revolutionary  pension  bill,  291 ;  on  appropriation 
for  the  Cumberland  road,  444. 

EiDDEB,  David,  Representative  fIrom  Maine,  691. 

Kino,  Rurue,  Senator  firom  New  York,  187, 848, 465;  offsrs 
resolution  relative  to  roles  of  order,  144;  relative  to  Lou- 
isiana land  titles,  160 ;  on  the  adjournment  of  the  ses- 
sion, 169 ;  on  the  appointment  of  certain  mlnlsten,  805; 
respecting  duties  on  French  vessels,  806;  on  the  public 
lands,  489 ;  on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  517,  588, 
524 ;  on  salary  of  a  public  agent,  641 ;  on  the  Indian  tax 
trade,  554, 555 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  578. 
jSm  Indian  vols,  1, 4, 5,  6. 

KxNO,  William  Rurns,  Senator  from  Alabama,  148, 474;  on 
the  Indian  trade,  18&    jSIm /nJeas,  vols.  4, 5,  6. 

KnBKT,  Chablbb,  Representative  firom  New  Jersey,  8;  on 
the  South  American  Provinces,  98.    See  Indoaa^  vol.  6. 

KncBLXT,  Mabtqi,  Representative  firom  Massachusetts,  4. 
See  Index,  voL  6. 

KiRXLAKD,  JosBPH,  Representative  lh>m  New  York,  816^ 
877;  on  publlo  defimlters,  880. 

Knight,  Nxhshiah  R.,  Senator  firom  Rhode  Island,  187, 
848,465l 

Ejtuoa,  Gbobox,  Representative  firom  Pennsylvania,  698; 
on  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  686;  on  the  appropriation  bill. 


Lajtiyette,  Marquis  de.—lh  the  Senate,  resolutions  relative 
to  the  intended  visit  of;  498;  remarks  upon  them,  498, 
498;  resolutions  respecting,  626;  considered,  680. 

ZaJbe  Superior  Copper  Mines,  resolution  on,  540.  See 
IndeoB,  vol.  8. 

Land  Purekasere,  bill  tor  the  relief  oi;  198;  report  relative 
toreUefoi;e87. 


Land  Cffieee,  Inspection  fd,  report  on,  807. 
Lamde,  B^fuee,  bill  for  the  sab  oA  667. 
Lands/or  Edveaiion.'-'U  the  Senate,  a  leaolntton  rdattw 
to  the  approprlatton  of  land  to  the  old  Statea  to  aid  ia 
education,  considered,  165;  can  the  reeourees  eftUs 
nation  be  thus  applied?  166;  the  duties  and  powcs  eC 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments  are  separato  aad 
distinct,  166;  it  is  true  it  is  a  common  part  iBwUckaO 
the  SUtes  are  intexested,  166;  it  U  forbidden  by  »  j«rt 
regard  to  the  positive  stipulatlona  of  the  Untied  State 
which  ceded  the  public  dominion  on  the  east  alda  ef  tte 
Mississippi,  166;  the  old  claims  of  several  of  the  States, 
167 ;  terms  upon  which  the  United  Statea  aoeeptad  fke 
cessions,  167 ;  extent  of  the  appropriation  we  an  csDed 
to  make,  167;  consequence  of  gxantlng  this  qnantity  rf 
land  to  the  States,  167;  it  is  nothing  leas  than  avirtcal 
grant  of  money  out  of  the  trsasnry,  16S. 
Land  TUlee  in  Louieiana,-^ln  the  Senate,  a  reaolntkn  flf 
inquiry  relative  to,  Ac,  offered,  160 ;  ol^et  to  o%taiB  a 
oopy  of  a  paper  once  printed  by  order  of  thla  «  tfes 
other  House,  159;  other  eUusea  of  the  reaotntten  ed 
for  other  documents,  159;  a  eapj  of  an  arUfde  cf  ths 
treaty  of  St  Ildefonso  also  called  for,  even  if  it  wm  ae- 
cessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Franco,  IflO;  there 
would  be  an  Indellcaqr  in  applying  to  a  ftw^gn  govcra- 
ment  tor  a  oopy  of  a  treaty  wUch  that  government  \ad 
seen  fit  to  keep  private,  160;  the  treaty  by  wMeh  I^a- 
isiana  was  ceded  to  France  had  never  been  made  poh^ 
160 ;  no  Impropriety  In  requesting  a  copy  of  that  part  c€ 
the  treaty  which  reUted  to  inhabitants  of  thla  eoMtxy, 
160;  resolution  modified  so  as  to  requeat  aeopy  efihe 
State  Department  only,  160. 

A  bin  to  enable  the  French,  British,  and 
holden  to  test  their  titiea,  considered,  870;  < 
checked  to  the  State,  870;  large  daima  of  land  kffC 
waste,  870 ;  blU  passed,  870. 

InMiseouri,  In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  enaUo  the  hoUen  c# 
incomplete  French  and  Spanish  titiea  to  teat  them,  176; 
the  mode  and  term  of  conceding  lands  under  the  Fivaeh 
and  Spanish  Oovemmento  in  Louisiana,  176i,  ITT;  badi 
were  aetually  conceded  in  Louisiana  aecording  to  ths 
mode  and  upon  the  terms  stated,  177 ;  reasons  for  pepn- 
lattng  the  country,  178 ;  many  of  the  conoeaaions  wen 
incomplete  on  the  day  of  the  transfer  of  U^er  I 
to  the  United  States,  but  valid  on  that  day  i 
France  and  Spain,  and  to  the  same  extent  apduft  the 
United  States,  179 ;  the  United  Statea  have  not  yeft  pio- 
vlded  by  Uiw  for  completing  these  titiea,  1T9. 
LAncAV,  Jambs,  Senator  ttom  Oonnectient,  18T.  MS^ifi. 

See  Indesi,  voL  6. 
Lands,  WestenK-^Seelndeon,  1, 8, 4,  PubUc  Landa. 
Lathbop,  Sawtkl,  Representative  firom  MaaBnehnaetla»  tA 

879,598.  iSss /mfaai,  voL  6. 
Lawbbvob,  Samvbl,  Representative  from  TJaw  Tooik,  811 
Lead  Mlnes.-^ln  the  Senate,  a  resolution  offered  relatl^  ts 
revenue  from  the  Lead  Mines  of  tiie  lOaslaalppl  Taltoy, 
801 ;  call  on  the  President  ftur  information,  SOI;  a laae- 
lution  relative  to  lead  mine  leases.  907;  €heaa  leass 
are  disadvantages  because  the  minea  tntnnded  ta  te 
covered  by  the  lease  were  of  immenao  value  and  wwt 
parted  with  tor  a  song,  908;  the  leasee  are  fUegsl,  906 : 
the  Indians  claim  the  minea,  908;  the  oonatmelisn  rf 
the  law  fh>m  which  the  lUegali^  of  the  leaaea  is  In- 
ferred,  is  most  palpably  erroneoua,  V»;  nochtag  to  war- 
rant the  construction,  900;  fhrther  debate,  910;  leaoia- 
tion  relative  to,  886 ;  bUl  for  sale  o(  858;  a  bfll  to  anther- 
lie  the  sale  oi;  considered,  868;  they  are  grant  In  eartcsft 
and  rich  in  value,  868;  their  location,  86S;  period  ia 
which  they  have  been  worked,  864;  ooorae  pamed  hy 
the  surveyors,  864;  esperienoe  under  the  leadag  sy»- 
tem,  864;  time  to  change  this  system,  SM;  If  aqy  4 
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«xl8t0  as  to  the  right  of  tho  Federal  Goremmentto  hold 
lands  and  tenants  in  the  bosom  of  the  States,  none 
ezists  as  to  its  erlla,  86S ;  extent  of  the  monopoly  under 
this  system,  865;  true  policy  is  to  sell,  866;  the  exam- 
ple of  England,  866;  bill  laid  over,  866;  Airther  oon- 
sidered,  869. 

Ls  CoiTBTOis,  Airrnoirr,  memorial  oi;  706. 

Lxx,  JoHK,  Representative  from  Maryland,  692. 

Lbvtwioh,  Jadkz,  fiepresentatlTe  fh>m  Yliginla,  216,  879, 
692. 

LsTCim,  BonnST  P.,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  092. 

Lswn,  Enwiir,  letter  preferring  charges  against  Judge  Tait, 
411. 

Library  of  Oonffre9t.—Ses  Indea^  vol  2. 

XAbrary  qfMr.  Jeffi6rton.—8M  IncUOy  voL  6. 

Xd^tOenant  OeneroL^See  Indeaa,  vol.  6. 

Light  BouM  IhaU8.-~Se6  Ind^a^  vol.  8. 

LtmttaUor^  StatutM  of.-^See  ItuUa,  vols.  2, 4. 

Lnnr,  Johk,  Bepresentatlve  from  Kew  Jersey,  8;  decease 
oi;  6L    iSM  Indeos,  vol  6. 

LxKOOLK,  Enooii,  Bepresentatlve  from  ICsssachnsetts,  8, 
216,877,691.    S^  Indesxi,  yol  6.  * 

LiToiarnLD,  Eluaii,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  216, 
877,692. 

LxTTLS,  Pms,  Bepresentatlve  from  Maryland,  8, 216, 877, 
692 ;  moves  to  drop  the  lowest  candidate  at  each  ballot  for 
Speaker,  6;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  West  Point 
Academy,  11, 12 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal, 
68;  on  Indian  department,  280;  on  vacdnation,  244; 
on  hostile  expeditions,  888;  on  the  rood  from  Ohio  to 
Michigan,  415.    .S^m /ncKsoi,  vols.  4, 6,  6w 

Xive  Oak  Timber,  bill  for  the  preservation  oi^  consldeied, 
249. 

LnrxxHOits,  Abthits,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Hampshire, 
4, 691 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  68;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  68;  on  the  vote  of  Missouri 
for  President,  116;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  2^8; 
on  naval  pensions,  605;  on  costs  in  patent  cases,  618; 
on  the  duty  on  woollens,  676.    Ses  Indea^  voL  6. 

LnmrosTON,  Edwabd,  Bepresentatlve  firom  Louisiana,  600; 
on  light  houses,  604;  on  resolutions  respecting  Lafky- 
ette,649.    ^sa  Jfu^M,  vols.  1,  2, 4 

Llotd,  Edward,  Senator  from  Muyland,  144, 858,  466 ;  an- 
nounces the  decease  of  William  PInkney,  165;  relative 
to  lands  for  education,  165;  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
session,  169 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  certain  officers,  191 ; 
on  the  case  of  Henderson,  484;  on  purchasing  a  Cum 
near  West  Point,  614;  on  the  transportation  of  specie, 
616.    8m  IndM,  vol.  6. 

Llotd,  Jaxxs,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  848, 465 ;  on  the 
navy  pension  fund,  486;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  491, 
482,494,607;  on  the  transportation  of  specie,  616;  on 
commerce  with  Portugal,  668;  on  the  taxUZ;  668;  on 
striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  669 ;  on  the  duty^  on 
cottons,  681 ;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  wool,  682. 

Loan  BUL—See  Indeaa,  voL  6. 

Looks,  Johh,  Bepresentatlve  from  Massachusetts,  692. 

Loir«,  Johk,  Bepresentatlve  from  North  Carolina,  216, 877, 
692;  on  the  allowance  of  pensions,  822. 

LoRorsLLow,  Stxphzk,  Bepresentatlve  from  Maine,  596. 

Xote,  PubUc,  in  Washington,  communication  relative  to, 
228. 

Louisiana,  purchase  of— 5m  Indeof,  vols.  2,  &  Treaty,  <m 
Indoao,  voL  8.  Territory,  too  Indtm^  vols.  8,  4  SUte, 
MS  /n<2«(B,  vol.  4 

LowHDiB,  William,  Bepresentatlve  from  South  Carolina, 
8;  228;  balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4;  reports  on  State  Con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  6;  on  the  Missouri  Constitution, 
12 ;  note  12 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  61, 52; 
on  the  resolution  relative  to  Missouri,  68, 69,  60;  on  the 
lent  of  the  Journal,  66 ;  relative  to  Missouri,  88 ; 


on  the  appropriation  relative  to  Missouri,  08 ;  relative 
to  the  bankrupt  laws,  224;  on  transactions  in  Florida, 
268, 260,  266;  supplemental  speech  of,  846;  decease  oi^ 
418.    /Sss  JfMlea),  vols.  2,  8,  4, 6,  6. 

LowBis,  Waltbb.  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  187, 848,466; 
relative  to  LouUana  land  titles,  160 ;  relative  to  propa- 
gating the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  164;  on  the  ad- 
journment of  the  session,  169 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  cer- 
tain officers,  197 ;  on  United  States  militia  fines,  207;  on 
the  ease  of  Hf^nderson,  484 ;  on  building  sloops-of-war, 
484, 607;  on  the  roads  in  Florida,  609;  on  purchase  of 
a  fiuin  near  West  Point,  618,  614;  on  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  628b    8o6  Indeoi,  vol  6w 

Ltok,  MATrsBW,  case  o£—5m  Indeo^  vols.  2, 8, 4,  and  Sedi- 
Mon^volO. 


Maolat,  Wiujax  P.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Penn^lvaala, 
8;  on  the-  South  American  Provinces,  97.  8oe  Indtm^ 
vols.  6,  6. 

Maook,  Nathakibl,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  187,  848; 
466;  on  military  roads  In  Maine,  166;  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  session,  170;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188;  on 
the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Bobert  Purdy,  866 ;  on  addlflonal 
sloops-of-war,  606;  on  purchasing  a  Ikrm  near  West 
Point,  618;  on  amendments  to  the  eonstitntlon,  684, 
689.    iSss  JfKte),  vols.  1,  2,  8,  4, 6.  6. 

MoM  7%</b.— In  the  House,  motion  to  instruct  the  Post 
Office  Committee  to  Inquire  Into  the  praoticability  of  ib- 
cilitatlng  the  detection  of  mail  thefts,  246;  Insecurity  of 
conveyance  so  general  as  to  destroy  its  utility,  246;  in- 
stances of  letters  lost,  246;  motion  modified,  247. 

Maine,  admUaion  qf.-^See  Indeaa,  voL  6. 

Mallobt,  Boluk  C,  Bepresentatlve  from  Vermont,  8;  on 
the  Missouri  Constitution,  44 ;  on  the  Bankrupt  bin,  246; 
on  the  appropriation  for  a  Minister  to  Portn^  822;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  825 ;  on  the  South  American  colo- 
nies, 604 

MAVoiTif,  Willib  p.,  Bepresentatlve  from  North  Carolina, 
692. 

Mabohahd,  David,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 
See  Indeo^  vol  6w 

Mabklbt,  Philip  S.,  Bepresentatlve  firom  Pennsylvania, 
698. 

Mabtiitdalb,  Hbicbt  C,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Toik, 
692 ;  on  the  duty  on  woollens,  675,  677. 

Mabvik,  Dvdlbt,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  692. 

Maryland  Memorial  on  the  etaie  of  national  aJtiire.—JSee 
Indeeo,  vol.  6. 

Matlack,  Jaubs,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  Jersey,  216^ 
877,692. 

Matsoit,  Aabon,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  New  Hampshire,  877, 
691. 

Mattooks,  Johw,  Bepresentatlve  flx>m  Yermont,  316, 877. 

MoAbthitb,  Ditncan,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  692;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  688. 

MoCabtt,  Biohabd,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  York,  216, 
877. 

McCoy,  Wxllulk,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ylrglnia,  4, 216^  877, 
692.    iSM /ndeoii,  vols.  4, 6,  6. 

MoCbbabt,  Johk,  Bepresentatlve  from  South  Carolina,  8. 
See  Indeed  vol  6. 

MoCvlloob,  Thomas  G.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, 8;  on  the  reduction  of  the  army,  72;  on  the  appro- 
priation relative  to  Missouri,  98w 

MoDurPDB,  Obobob,  Bepresentatlve  firom  South  Carolina, 
216,  692;  on  expenditures  of  the  Indian  Department, 
225, 281 ;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  260, 262;  on  the  ex- 
change of  certain  stocks,  816 ;  on  Mix*Boontraet  for  stone, 
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887 ;  repofrta  on  amendmento  to  the  oonstitation,  000 ;  on 
reUef  of  Sanh  Perry,  022;  on  the  Tariff  bUl,  009. 

HoIltaihi,  Osaklbs,  chosen  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  858. 

HoIltaini,  Josxpe,  Senator  firom  New  Jersey,  409l 

MoKxAir,  Saxukl,  Bepresentative  firom  Pennsylrania,  602. 

MoKdi,  Isaac,  Bepresentatlye  from  Maryland,  418)  602;  on 
the  doty  on  woollens,  070,  078. 

McLanh,  Loiiib,  RepresentatlTe  firom  Delaware,  8,  210, 877, 
002;  on  the  Missonrl  Constitation,  40 ;  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  JonrnaJ,  02;  on  the  reorganization  of  the 
nayy,  240 ;  reports  relattre  to  the  snppresslon  of  piracy, 
200;  on  the  report  rela^ve  to  land  offloes,  807;  on  the 
snppresdon  of  piracy,  887 ;  on  the  snppresslon  of  pnbUc 
doenments,  484 ;  on  the  aoconnts  of  Tompkins,  607 ;  on 
the  dnty  on  woollens,  078;  on  oontingendes,  009;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  707.    866  Indeed  toL  0. 

MoLsAv,  Ajjixt,  SepresentatlTe  firom  Kentucky,  8. 

McLxAK,  WxLUAic,  BepresentatlTe  firom  Ohio,  692 ;  reports 
on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon,  9;  on  the  appropriations 
relatlTe  to  Missouri,  98. 

MoSTbili.,  AnoBXBAu>,  Sepresentatire  from  North  Carolina, 
210,877. 

IftoBmuT,  Jaiob,  BepresentatlTe  from  PennsylTanla,  210, 
877. 

MsdaUy  national,  report  on,  277;  presentation  of  to  Con- 


MtdUemuMon  TradsrSu  JndM,  toL  2. 

MnoB,  Ekra,  BepresentatlTe  from  Vermont,  8.    See  Indeaa, 
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llBoa,  HsiniT,  BepresentatlTe  firom  New  York,  8;  on  bank 
notes  In  payment  of  duties,  62;  on  the  slaye  trade  and 
emanolpation,  128^    See  Indeoi,  toL  0. 

MemplUeitLUae  Book  Jtoady  91%;  note,  m, 

Mxxon,  Chaxub  F.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Ylrglnia,  8, 210, 
877, 692;  on  a  national  Taooine  institution,  8;  offers  a 
resolution  relatlTe  to  the  Hall  of  the  House,  61 ;  on  bank 
notes  In  payment  of  duties,  68 ;  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Journal,  04, 00;  on  the  South  American  ProTlnees, 
90;  on  the  report  relatlTe  to  land  offloes,  807;  on  the 
suppression  of  the  slaTe  trade,  460 ;  on  surTeys  of  roads, 
0281    See  Jindeao,  volt. 

Mdeeachueette  Memorial  an  the  War  qf  1812.— jS^  Indea, 
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Meeaage  relatlTe  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1819, 
120 ;  at  first  session  of  17th  Congress,  188;  note,  140, 141 ; 
relatlTe  to  the  South  American  States,  171 ;  relatlTe  to 
trade  with  Norway,  200;  to  the  Senate  In  BzeoutlTe 
session,  210;  relatlTe  to  the  publication  of  the  Journal 
ol  the  Federal  CouTcntion,  221 ;  relatlTe  to  the  mlsun- 
deiatandlng  between  General  Jackson  and  Judge  Fro- 
mentin,  242;  note,  248;  relatlTe  to  treaties  with  the 
Cherokees,  208;  relatlTe  to  the  Spanish  American  ProT- 
Inces,  275 ;  relatlTe  to  Pea  Patch  Island,  800 ;  relatlTe  to 
the  GoTcnment  of  Florida,  820 ;  on  the  Bnsslan  daims, 
884 ;  on  affslrs  in  Florida,  884 ;  annual  of  President  Mon- 
roe, 848;  note,  849;  relaUTC  to  pirates  in  the  West  In- 
dies, 858;  relaUye  to  Christian  Indians  In  Ohlo^  868; 
relatlTe  to  the  cost  of  building  ships  of  war,  860 ;  relap 
tlTo  to  the  conTcation  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  867; 
relatlTe  to  the  Island  of  BL  Domingo,  871 ;  on  a  naTal 
peace  establishment,  880,  008;  relatlTe  to  piratical  out- 
rBge8,882;  relatlTe  to  Indian  trading  posts,  418;  rela- 
tlTe to  a  oouTention  signed  at  Bt  Petersburg,  421 ;  rela- 
tlTe to  lawless  expeditions,  424 ;  relatlTe  to  a  oouTentlon 
with  Great  Britain  respecting  the  Joint  occupation  of 
the  Columbia  rlTcr,  446;  relatlye  to  Spanish  priTateers, 
401 ;  annual  of  President  Monroe  at  first  session  of  18th 
Congress,  406;  note,  470;  relatlTC  to  the  accounts  of 
GoTcmor  Tompkins,  472 ;  relatlTe  to  a  portrait  of  Co- 
lumbus, 481 ;  relatlTe  to  the  claim  ot  Massachusetts, 
610;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  642 ;  on  the  Indian 


reserratlonB,  660;  respecting  the  dalm  of  Yliglaia,  568 
relatlTe  to  accounts  of  Got.  Tompkins,  694;  relatiT*  to 
the  condition  of  Greece,  008 ;  relatlTe  to  a  momunentto 
Gen.  Wooster,  084;  on  the  accounts  of  Tompkins,  7iM. 

McTOALFx,  Thoicaa,  BepresentatlTe  firom  Kentneky,  %  Sli^ 
877,  007 ;  on  Mix's  contract  for  stone,  887 ;  on  the  dTfB- 
xation  of  the  Indians,  888.    See  Indea,  toL  & 

MideMpmen,  report  on  apportionment  o^  445, 

Military  Aeademy.—Jn,  the  House,  resolution  relatlTe  ti\ 
54;  the  appropriation  for  considered,  208 ;  ammint  ob- 
jected to,  208 ;  moTcd  to  recommit,  209;  high  time  this 
GoTcmment  curtailed  its  expenses,  200;  a  retrospect, 
209 ;  recommitment  reflised,  270;  bill  passed,  STa 

Military  Aeademy  and  Acad4miet,—See  Indea,  toIs.  %  Si 

MUttary  AppoMmo^  proceedings  relatiTC  to  In  exeen- 
tiTe  session  of  the  Senate,  212. 

MUUary  PwMhmwt,  letter  of  Secretary  of  War  relatlTe 
to,  60. 

MUUary  Jioade.—ln.  the  Senate,  a  resolution  offered  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedien(7  of  msUng  two  milituy  roads 
from  the  State  of  Maine  to  the  British  line,  156;  impor- 
tance of  the  roads,  160 ;  Talue  for  military  purposes,  UC; 
these  preparations  ought  to  be  made  in  «time  of  peace, 
160;  no  public  money  yet  spent  in  Maine,  166;  noma 
spent  in  North  Carolina,  160;  no  danger  that  aft«e  peo- 
ple will  CTcr  be  unprepared  for  war,  150;  eommenee 
these  roads,  and  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end,  151 

lfTT.i.«»^  DAirm.  H.,  BepresentatiTe  firom  PennsylTsnia,  007. 

Mills,  Elijah  H.,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  144, 868, 473 ; 
offers  a  reeolution  for  an  amendment  of  the  conatitnUoe, 
474;  on  the  Tariff;  60&    Se6lndM,y6U.6,^ 

MiuroB,  William,  BepresentatiTe  ttom  Pennq^lTania,  til 

Minister  to  PortuffoL—'BfJl  making  appropriation  te,  eoA- 
Bldered,822. 

Mint,  eetabUehment  qf.^See  Indeao,  toIs.  1,  2l 

Miranda^e  EaopediUon.-—See  Indeao,  toL  1 

Mieeieeippi  Bicer,  free  naTigatlon  fit— See  Indem,  toL  % 

Mieeieeippi  8taie,—8»e  Indeaa,  roL  6. 

Mimittippi  Territory.— See  Indeia,  toL  4,  Territories. 

Mieeiseippi  Land  Company,  report  on  the,  608. 

Mieeouri.—lD.  the  House,  constitution  of  laid  before  the 
House,  0;  report  relatiTC  to  State  Constitution  o^€; 
dtiienshlp  of  firee  colored  persons  considered,  IS;  iioCs, 
12 ;  Is  it  not  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  onr  Gor- 
emment,  and  of  all  GoTcmments,  to  consider  qneetiooa 
once  decided  by  legitimate  authority  as  still  open  or  in- 
oonduslTe  ?  18 ;  this  would  make  all  acts  binding  only  on 
the  mi^oxity  who  psssed  them,  18;  power  was  glTen  te 
Missouri  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  18;  it  b  fonned, 
and  Congress  is  called  upon  to  declare  it  so,  18;  the 
course  heretofore  puxsued  by  Congresa,  18;  in  the  ect  ef 
last  session,  no  difference  In  the  mode  d  legislation  In 
Missouri  and  that  which  had  oocurred  in  the  caae  of  the 
oldest  States  admitted,  18;  tiie  case  of  Ohio,  18;  the 
moment  a  Territory  declares  it  expedient  to  form  e 
constitution,  she  acquires  sll  the  rights  of  a  State,  18; 
it  Is  said  the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to  Hissotni  are 
prospectiTC,  18;  nothing  in  the  law  of  the  last  eessica 
to  show  it  was  not  complete  when  passed,  18 ;  the  esse 
of  Ohio  sgaln,  14 ;  in  cTciy  instance  where  a  constitotioB 
has  been  formed  by  a  Territory,  they  haTO  not  ooly 
been  considered  a  State,  but  the  elections  held  onder 
the  constitution  haTC  been  deemed  good,  14;  the  opin* 
ion  that  the  people  of  Missouri  do  not  become  a  State 
until,  by  an  act  posterior  to  the  formation  of  th^  oosi- 
stitutlon.  Congress  declared  their  admission,  considered, 
14;  case  of  Kentneky,  14;  case  of  Indiana,  14;  a  decla- 
ration first  occurred  In  the  case  of  Indiana,  14;  action  of 
the  House  at  the  last  session,  when  the  bill  was  \ 
oonslderation,  shows  it  was  intended  to  i 
Bouxi  all  the  rights  of  the  oldest  States,  14. 
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The  next  qneatton  is  whether  the  conftitation  fbrmed 
by  Mlfloaxl  beoomee  void  by  the  edmlaslon  into  it  of  » 
ehuiae  not  compatible  with  the  Gonstltntion  of  the 
United  Btetesf  16 ;  no  dnty  doTolvee  on  this  House  to 
expreae  an  opinion  with  respeet  to  this  elaoee,  10;  it  is 
the  clanae  requiring  the  Legiahiture  to  paw  laws  pro- 
hlbitisg  the  settlement  of  free  negroes  In  the  State,  16 ; 
a  large  nuOo^ty  of  free  blaoks  in  the  oonntry  are  not  oon- 
sidered  dtisens  in  their  respectlTe  States,  16;  in  oon- 
struing  a  general  provision  of  a  oonstitatlon,  it  is  fldr  to 
consider  it  as  having  a  general  application,  and  not  ss 
being  without  exceptions,  16 ;  which  is  the  best  tribunal 
to  decide  the  question  as  to  the  disputed  clause  of  the 
constitution  of  Bilssouri— the  House,  Senate,  or  Judi- 
ciary? 16;  this  point  examined,  16;  the  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  Judiciary,  10;  the  principles  which  from 
time  to  time  had  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  dliDnent 
branches  of  the  Government,  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion, 16;  the  olijeotion  that  an  inftrenee  might  be  drawn 
teom  the  silence  of  Congress,  considered,  16 ;  there  may 
be  cases  in  which  Congress  may  find  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  interpose  on  the  moment  of  admission  of  new  States, 
16;  the  case  of  Tennessee  considered,  16;  these  views 
founded  on  the  belief  that  Missouri  is  now,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  a  State,  16. 

The  decision  of  the  question  now  before  the  House 
does  not  depend  upon  the  decision  of  the  question  agi- 
tated at  the  last  session,  17 ;  independently  of  that  que^ 
tion,  the  one  now  presented  is  very  important,  17 ;  much 
apparent  Irregularlty^  and  much  apparent  disorder  ap- 
pears in  looking  at  the  admission  of  States  into  the 
Union,  17 ;  the  inferenoe  teom  precedents  is,  that  there 
never  has  been  any  precise  examination  of  the  powers 
of  Congress  in  this  respect,  17 ;  the  power  to  admit  a 
State  Into  the  Union  is  a  very  high  one,  17 ;  this  power 
given  to  Congress  without  limitation,  17;  it  was  their 
dnty  to  exerdse  it,  and  not  turn  it  over  to  any  other  de- 
partment, 17 ;  the  constitution  of  the  State  to  be  formed 
must  be  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
SUtes,  IS;  can  a  State  be  admitted  by  anticipation ?  18. 

Is  it  the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  before  admitting  a 
State  into  the  Union  to  see  that  its  constitution  and 
State  Government  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  SUtes,  18;  it  is  said  Missouri  is  already 
an  Independent  State,  18 ;  it  is  said  that  this  resolution 
was  nothing  but  a  declaration  of  a  &ot,  18;  why  is  this 
constltation  referred  to  a  conunltteef  19;  if  In  a  single 
article  her  constitution  is  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
United  States,  can  we  assert  that  she  has  formed  a  con- 
stitution according  to  the  authority  given  her?  19; 
would  the  people  of  Missouri  think  more  highly  of  Con- 
gress, if  it  should  yield  to  them  on  this  occasion  f  90; 
suppose  tills  constitution  were  fkulty  from  beginning  to 
end,  would  Missouri  be  entitled  to  admission  f  90;  if  we 
are  authorized  in  any  case  to  interfere  what  must  be  the 
mode  and  the  time  to  interfere  f  certainly  when  she 
presents  herself  for  admission,  80;  there  could  be  no 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
would  not  produce  injurious  civil  and  political  effects,  ss 
distinguished  from  indlvidoal  efTects,  over  which  the 
Judiciary  have  control,  90;  suppose  this  constitution 
had  said  no  free  white  citizen  of  the  United  States  should 
reside  in  Missouri— ought  she  to  be  admitted  Into  the 
Union  f  20;  1^  having  the  power  to  r^ect,  we  should 
accept,  it  could  not  be  said  we  did  not  approve  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  21 ;  the  trust  of  guarding  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  from  violation  is  emphati- 
cally ours,  21 ;  not  proper  to  turn  the  question  over  to 
the  Judiciary,  21 ;  the  vote  respecting  the  Journal  at 
the  last  session,  91;  the  case  of  Louisiana,  21;  His  said 
Hiw>uil  is  now  a  Bute,  91;  is  she  entittedto  the  tights 


of  a  State  until  she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Con- 
gress r  91 ;  case  of  Ylxxtnia  and  Kentucky,  99 ;  if  Repre- 
sentatives appear  here,  must  we  not  inquire  if  they  are 
representatives  of  a  State  f  99 ;  does  the  practice  of  this 
Government  sustain  the  doctrine  shown  to  be  inconsist- 
ent with  its  theory?  29;  the  elections  of  an  inchoate 
State  are  provisional,  99 ;  the  mode  of  proceeding  pro- 
posed is  the  most  objectionable  that  can  be  devised,  99 ; 
this  mode  considered,  98;  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
gives  to  the  dtiaens  of  each  State  in  the  Union  the 
humblest  and  lowest  right  ei^oyed  by  a  ft«e  man,  98 ; 
the  humble,  simple  privilege  of  locomotion,  is  all  that  is 
claimed  for  these  persons,  94;  the  plain  ooume  is  not  to 
receive  the  ooBstitntion  formed  by  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, 94 

The  question  is,  shall  Missouri  be  admitted  as  one  of 
the  sister  States  of  the  Union  ?  94 ;  one  of  the  provisions 
of  her  oonstitntlon  is  believed  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
Constltntton  of  the  United  SUtes,  94;  the  LegisUture 
ot  the  proposed  SUte  are  directed  to  pass  laws  to  pre- 
vent free  negroes  and  mulattoes  fh>m  coming  to  and 
settling  in  the  SUte,  94;  this  infringes  the  security 
contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  94; 
the  foundation  of  this  article  of  the  Constltu&on  of  the 
United  SUtes  is  Udd  deep  in  the  structure  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, 96;  it  is  ci^ble  of  no  construction  which  does 
not  plainly  denote  the  univenaUty  of  iU  operation  and 
ito  uniform  application  to  individual  rlg^t  throughout 
every  portion  of  the  nation,  96;  the  power  of  detormln- 
ing  to  whom  the  privilege  of  citizenship  shall  extend  in 
the  respective  SUtes,  was  left  untouched  in  the  handa 
of  the  SUte  Legislatures,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  right  of  Congress  te  regulate  the  naturalization  of 
aliens,  96;  the  description  of  persons  disfranchised  bv 
the  proposed  constitution  of  Missouri,  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  rank  of  Iteemen  in  other  SUtes  and  re- 
cognized as  dtizene,  96 ;  to  esUblish  a  doctrine  in  rela- 
tion to  this  elsss  of  persons  which  should  deprive  them 
of  the  benefit  of  this  clause  of  our  constitntlon,  would,  in 
many  cases,  be  productive  of  peculiar  hardship  and  li^us- 
tice,  96 ;  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  Missouri  would  de- 
foat  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union,  but  might 
operate  as  a  control  on  the  General  Government  itself  96. 

The  subject  now  under  consideration  has  become 
palnftil  to  the  nation  and  perhaps  to  this  House,  96; 
what  is  the  provision  of  the  constitntlon  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  being  violated?  96;  **the  dtizens 
of  each  SUte  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
Immunities  of  dtizens  In  the  several  SUtes,"*  96;  does 
It  not  belong  to  those  who  oppose  the  admission  of 
Missouri  to  show,  that  those  people  whom  she  pro- 
poses to  exdnde  are  dtizens,  in  the  sense  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  SUtes,  before  they  sssert  that 
the  constltation  of  Missouri  Is  Irreoondlable  with  that 
of  the  United  SUtee?  96;  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
*'dtlien?"97;  this  appUed  to  the  people  who  are  the 
Sttbjecto  of  the  present  inquiry,  97 ;  objections  to  the 
definition  considered,  97 ;  is  there  a  SUte  of  this  Union 
in  which  colored  men  have  all  the  dvll  righU  of  .any 
other  dtizens  In  the  community  to  which  they  belong? 
97;  they  are  in  all  the  SUtes  deprived  of  many  of  the 
righto  of  white  men,  97;  in  the  East  and  North  as  well 
ss  In  the  South  and  West,  there  are  certain  distinctions 
growing  out  of  color,  97;  there  was  a  time  when  the 
man  of  color  and  the  white  man  were  not  equal  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  even  in  theory,  28;  show  the 
words  in  any  SUte  constltation  which  dedare  that  the 
men  of  color  become  or  bom  free  shall  be  elevated  to 
the  grade  of  whites,  28;  do  you  find  it  in  the  constlta- 
tion of  New  York  or  Msasachnsettai,  that  tne  people  ol 
color  shall  vote?  98;  a  review  of  aU  the  Ikoto  will  show 
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that  free  persons  of  color  hare  been  considered  a  nonde* 
script  class,  28 ;  has  not  Missouri  the  right  to  say  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  citizenship  within  her  llmito  like 
the  other  Btotes?  29;  the  poveis  of  the  States  have 
been  greatly  abridged  by  constnictioos  of  the  constitu- 
ttons,29. 

The  clause  of  the  Gonstitatton  of  the  United  States 
can  only  apply  to  citizens  who  are  In  their  own  States 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immnnitles  of  dtisens, 
29 ;  can  it  be  shown  that  free  negroes  are  such  dtlzens 
in  any  one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  ?  80 ;  who  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  SUtes?  80;  what  axe  the  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  80;  the 
Bevoltttlon  found  the  negro  in  America  a  slave,  and 
where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions  which  have  de- 
clared him  a  dtizen  entitled  to  all  the  pxlvilegas  and 
immunities  ot  citizens  of  the  United  States  f  80;  it  is 
not  every  person  who  is  bom  in  a  State  and  bom  free, 
that  becomes  a  member  of  the  political  ooDomnnity,  80; 
who  then  are  dtizens  of  the  United  States?  80;  the 
mass  of  people  in  this  country  may  be  divided  Into  two 
dsssrs  flree  people  and  slaves— but  the  class  of  free 
people*  includes  many  who  are  not  dtiiens,  who  may 
be  divided  into  aliens,  dtizens,  and  denizens,  80;  a 
State  possesses  the  right  of  exdnding  from  settling  In 
its  limits  even  the  dtizens  of  another  State,  81 ;  has 
not  every  county  and  parish  a  right  to  exdnde  paupers 
and  vagrants,  81;  nssge  expounds  the  law,  the  States 
powess  the  right  of  exdnsion,  for  they  have  exerdsed 
it,  and  Oongress  has  sanctioned  the  right,  81 ;  the  dause 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  not  a  law  in  itseli;  as 
is  the  dause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  which  it  is  said  to  stand  opposed,  81. 

The  authority  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  ex- 
press and  podtive,  and  is  in  restraint  of  personal  lib- 
erty, and  of  the  means  of  contesting  personal  rights, 
81 ;  it  is  said  a  State  possesses  the  light  not  only  of 
banishing  her  dtizens,  but  exduding  ttom  her  limits 
paupers,  lepers,  Asc,  82;  that  a  State  msy  banish  for 
crime,  and  guard  herself  firom  peetilenoe,  need  not  be 
denied,  88;  why  send  this  matter  to  the  Jndidaxy  tot 
a4]udication?  it  may  be  years  before  it  reaches  that 
tribunal,  82 ;  are  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  dtizens, 
82;  peculiar  characteristics  of  dtizens,  88;  females  and 
minors  ei^oy  the  privileges  of  dtlzenship  and  inunnnity 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  they  must  demean 
themsdves,  88. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  admit  the  colored  person  bom 
within  her  liiqits  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship  oon- 
ddered,  88 ;  the  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right 
in  quostton  is  founded  on  an  entire  misapprehendon  of 
the  consequences  of  its  exerdse,  84;  this  misq>prehen- 
don  founded  on  an  erroneous  view  of  the  operation  of 
the  first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  arti- 
de  of  the  constitution,  84 ;  What  was  the  intention  of 
this  clause?  84;  it  has  been  imagined  that  under  the 
operation  of  this  dause,  colored  persons,  emandpated 
.on  a  condition  of  removal  from  one  State  in  which  they 
receive  their  emandpation,  might  be  returned  upon  the 
omaadpating  State  in  the  character  of  dtizens,  84; 
the  power  of  States  would  be  found  to  extend  to  the 
capadty  of  prohibiting  the  ingress  of  dtizens  of  other 
States,  provided  the  exdusion  were  for  causes  affecting 
the  individual  merely,  and  not  the  class,  85;  if  it  is  not 
the  wish  of  any  State  to  have  colored  citizens,  we  should 
have  neither  the  wish  nor  authority  to  derogate  from 
their  ri^ht  to  do  so,  85;  t  Is  language  of  guarded  re- 
spect for  State  rights  has  been  for  some  time  going  out 
of  fhsUon,  85 ;  the  oljject  of  these  remarks  is  to  show 
what  may  be  the  just  constraetion  of  the  very  delicate 


clause  of  the  constitntian,  sssnTnlng  a  redprodty  of  tfce 
privileges  of  dtlzenship  to  the  dtizens  of  the  tnm 
States,  86 ;  suppose  these  persons  could  be  saaigBad  to 
this  rank  in  some  of  the  States,  ought  the  daose  of  tk 
constitution  of  Missouri  to  be  conddered  ss  openUii 
upon  such  of  these  persons  as  were  dtixens?  M;  tk 
consequences  of  the  proceedings  which  might  sowbt 
adopted,  87. 

Amendment  moved  qualifying  the  assent  of  the  id 
miadon  of  the  new  State  into  the  Union  by  an  cmp- 
tion  of  a  particular  dense  of  the  constltatioD,  87;  ^rttV 
drawn  for  the  present,  87;  moved  to  strike  oat  tk 
preamble,  87;  carried,  87. 

The  requirement  of  the  constitution  of  Mlaaoari,8I; 
a  direct  infringement  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Usitd 
States,  87 ;  sre  f^ee  negroes  or  mulattoes  or  say  of  thn 
dtizens  of  the  United  States?  87 ;  it  was  never  beOend 
that  discriminations  effected  a  total  extingtdahmeBttf 
dtlzenship.  88;  the  constitution  of  Tenaeaaee,  88;  tk 
law  forbidding  ottrrisges  between  whites  and  bbokiii 
Massachusetts,  88;  black  people  exempt  fhun  aernagia 
the  militia,  88 ;  condder  the  acknowledged  dtaatiaa,  ia 
a  general  point  of  view,  of  f^ee  black  people,  ffi;  eoa- 
stf  tution  of  Kentucky,  88 ;  constitution  of  Msrylaad, » ; 
North  Carolina,  Ae^  88;  when  our  eonstitatioB  wa 
formed  this  dsss  of  people  lived  among  us,  sot  la  tk 
character  of  foreigners,  they  were  connected  with  aa 
other  nation— this  wss  their  native  country,  S9;  tkj 
have  the  right  to  pursue  thdr  own  happineas  in  aa  Ud 
degree  as  any  other  class  of  people,  89 ;  upon  what  jxiM- 
dple  can  any  right  be  dngled  out,  as  one  of  which  tkj 
are  to  be  deprived?  89 ;  the  word  dtizen,  in  its  oii0ail 
sense,  89 ;  if  our  free  blade  population  should  be  imprasad 
in  a  fordgn  port,  how  could  we  redress  the  wiong,  If «« 
have  no  political  connection  with  them,  if  they  do  aet 
belong  to  our  pollti<9al  ISunily  ?  89 ;  in  the  Jonniab  «f 
Congress  there  were  other  firee  dtizens  beaidea  vUia 
dtizens,  40;  the  subject  of  msnumltted  slavea,  dfll 

No  doubt  Missouri  is  not  at  present  a  State  of  tUs 
Union,  41 ;  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of  CoDctca  ti 
examine  the  constitution  which  has  been  submitted  ta 
us,  and  if  found  repugnant  to  the  Constitatkai  of  tk 
United  States,  to  refhse  to  admit  the  State,  41;  tk 
constitution  of  Missouri  is  republican,  41;  the  oa^ 
objection  relates  to  a  particular  provldon,  41;  theckh 
aoterand  extent  of  the  objectionable  provision,  41;  If 
this  clause  neither  enlarges  the  power,  nor  Ineitani 
the  obligations  of  the  I^egidature  of  Missooii,  the  pov0 
of  the  SUte  in  relation  to  this  Government,  aod  tk 
checks  and  balances  of  the  latter  are  the  asme  aatkj 
would  be  independent  of  it,  how  can  we  say  this  dtfn 
is  unconstitutional?  42;  if  this  clause  do  not  violata  tk 
constitution,  it  is  not  posdble  for  Congreas  to  aotidpata 
the  passage  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  pt9^ 
tlvely  to  pronounce  it  void,  42;  and  why  do  »e  l» 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  more  than  we  do  thoaecf 
the  other  States,  42;  is  the  clause  irrecondlaUe  vtt 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes,  42;  the  ^ 
minority  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  dttaeBarf 
no  State,  42 ;  it  is  duty  to  give  to  the  words  d  tbii 
clause  that  se^se  in  which  they  are  usually  tmjk^ 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  by  men  of  all  eIaaBea4i 

Free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  not  thatdesei4>tifli  ^ 
dtizens  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uaitrf 
States  as  entiUedto  Federal  rights,  48;  It  moat  be  ad- 
mitted that  these  people  have  many  rights,  48;  the  d^ 
nitlon  of  a  dtizen  under  our  Government,  48;  views  ■ 
VaiUl^  44;  it  was  competent  in  the  origind  fcnnstloB  rf 
the  societies  which  now  compose  this  Union  toadmttiatj 
the  association,  or  to  exdude  fh>m  it,  any  deacriptloa  a 
persons  what«)ever,  44;  the  original  oonditifla  of  *• 
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African  nwe  In  this  eonntiy  was  that  of  aUtvesi  44; 
where  is  there  any  poaitlve  institution  providing  for 
their  incorporation  into  the  civil  commanitj,  or  ex- 
tending to  them  dvll  rights,  44. 

Is  the  constitution  of  Missouri  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States?  45;  are  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  citizens  of  any  State  ?  40 ;  it  is  said  if  other 
States  are  allowed  to  declare  who  may  be  their  citizens 
why  should  not  Hflssouri  have  the  same  right,  45;  In 
many,  perhaps  in  all  the  States,  a  distinction  is  made  be- 
tween those  who  are  freeholders  and  those  who  are  not, 
45 ;  reference  to  the  marriage  laws  of  Massachusetts, 
45 ;  the  position  assumed  will  lead  to  the  Inevitable  con- 
clusion that  negroes  and  mulattoes  who  in  any  State  can 
demand  the  exercise  of  civil  rights  and  privileges  In 
common  with  that  class  to  which  they  belong,  are  en- 
titled to  the  character  of  citizens,  46;  in  the  same  State 
different  persons  may  be  confined  to  different  rights,  and 
yet  all  be  citizens,  46 ;  a  person  must  be  considered  a 
dtizen  who  by  the  laws  of  the  State  is  invested  with 
political  rights,  46;  has  any  negro  or  mulatto  political 
rights  in  any  State  ?  46 ;  the  constitutioQ  of  Vermont 
considered,  46;  during  the  revolutionary  war  Dree  blacks 
entered  the  service  with  whites,  and  in  some  States 
slaves  purchased  their  freedom  by  serving  in  the  ranks, 
47;  after  the  war  they  returned  to  their  respective 
States,  and  who  would  say  to  them  you  are  not  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  rights  acquired  by  the  struggle?  47;  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution  ought  to  read,  we  the 
whUs  people,  47;  blacks  and  mulattoes  in  Massachu- 
setts are  citizens  having  civil  and  political  rights  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  48;  by  whom  and  for  whose  use 
and  benefit  was  the  constitution  formed?  48;  Ihcts  which 
prove  incontestably  their  federal  rights,  48;  it  is  said 
they  are  few  in  number,  48 ;  ftirther  debate,  49  ;  resolu- 
tion rejected,  60. 

JResolntion  of  Inquiry^  xfiiaXXve  to  the  existence  of 
judicial  tribunals  in  Missouri,  offered,  57;  Missouri  ap- 
pears to  stand  entirely  disconnected  from  any  legal  or 
political  reUtions  with  this  Government,  57;  she  has 
discarded  every  attribute  of  a  territory,  57;  what  is  It 
that  Ckingress  can  admit  Into  the  Union  ?  a  State  not  a 
territory,  58 ;  the  authority  of  the  Union  may  hang  over 
her,  but  there  Is  no  legal  mode  by  which  it  can  be  exer- 
daed,  58 ;  where  are  the  channels  by  which  the  authority 
of  the  Qovemment  can  be  enforced?  58;  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  58;  this  resolution  assumes 
as  the  groundwork  certain  opinions  in  regard  to  Mis- 
souri about  which  the  sentiments  of  the  memben  of  this 
House  had  already  been  expressed,  58;  the  inquiiy 
whether  the  relation  of  Missouri  be  indeed  changed 
must  precede  such  a  resolution  as  this,  56. 

The  resolution  does  not  involve  any  such  question  as 
has  been  supposed,  50;  it  proposes  an  inquiry  into  a 
matter  of  fUct,  50 ;  delay  urged.  50;  every  one  who  gave 
his  vote  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  must  have 
seen  the  necessity  of  this  inquiry,  69;  the  resolution 
proposes  an  inquiry  not  into  a  matter  of  fact  but  of  Uw, 
59 ;  the  resolution  should  be  laid  on  the  t^ble  that  time 
may  be  given  to  obtain  the  necessary  infurnoation,  60; 
no  official  Information  but  that  the  condition  of  the  ter- 
ritory was  the  same  as  heretofore,  60 ;  the  present  not 
the  proper  time  for  this  resolution,  60 ;  when  all  other 
projects  fidl  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  this  resolution 
will  be  acceptable,  60;  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  unprecedented,  60;  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  resolution  may  have  considerable  influence  on 
the  question  to  be  decided  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Senate,  60;  resolution  laid  on  the  table,  61. 

AfnundmmU  qfihe  J<mmal  of  the  House  proposed, 
62;  moved  to  insert  the  words  *'the  state  of"  before 


the  word  **  Missouri,**  62;  the  Journal  should  c 
to  the  ihot,  62;  the  omission  of  the  words  does  not  take 
from  Missouri  the  character  of  a  State,  68;  the  memo- 
rials profess  to  come  from  the  leglsUture  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  62;  by  the  amendment  the  Journal  will  corre- 
spond to  the  Ikot,  62 ;  a  decision  in  &vor  of  the  propoeed 
amendment  will  not  express  the  sense  of  the  House,  62; 
refusal  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  62;  customary  to 
give  memorialists  in  the  Journal  the  name  they  them- 
selves assume,  62;  a  precedent  applicable  to  the  occa^ 
slon,  68;  the  conduct  of  his  Britannic  M^esty  towards 
these  States  when  colonies,  68;  duty  of  the  House  to 
see  that  Ihcts  were  correctly  stated  in  the  Journal,  68; 
motion  lost,  68. 

The  uniform  practice  has  been  to  des<^be  whether 
memorials  are  from  States  or  territories,  68 ;  moved  to 
amend  the  Journal  by  inserting  the  words  **the  terri- 
tory of  before  the  word  Missouri,  6^  Missouri  is  In 
the  grade  between  territorial  dependence  and  the  con- 
dition of  a  member  of  the  Union,  68;  the  proposition 
will  operate  as  a  trap  question  producing  embarrassment 
without  benefit,  68;  the  name  is  no  importance  to  the 
actual  condition  of  Missouri,  68 ;  who  made  the  altera- 
tions appearing  in  the  Journal  ?  64 ;  made  by  order  of  the 
Speaker,  64 ;  Airther  debate,  64 ;  there  seems  to  be  a  sup- 
pression of  something  in  the  Journal,  65 ;  the  act  of  last 
session  authorized  Missouri  to  assume  the  name  of  a  State, 
65 ;  not  advisable  or  proper  to  dedde  Inddentally  a  main 
question,  65 ;  as  the  House  has  dedded  what  Missouri 
is  not,  they  must  now  say  what  she  is,  65;  ftirther  de- 
bate, 66 ;  motion  lost,  67. 

Moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  *'  in  the  late 
territory  of  Missouri,"  67 ;  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "late,"  67;  the  object  was  merely  to  give 
a  correct  redtal  of  the  memorial,  67 ;  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  first  motion  relative  to  the  word 
State,  67 ;  lost,  67 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "  late  " 
lost,  68;  moved  to  substitute  the  words  ^  in  the  United 
States,"  68;  motion  lost,  68;  moved  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely, 68;  withdrawn,  68;  motion  to  insert  '^in  the  late 
territory,"  &C.,  lost,  69;  adjourned,  69;  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  and  right  of  the  House 
over  the  Journal  offered,  60 ;  requirements  of  the  con- 
stitution relative  to  the  Journal,  69 ;  &cts  show  what  is 
best  to  be  done  on  the  present  occasion,  69 ;  flirther  re- 
marks, 70;  consideration  of  the  resolutions  refused,  71. 

Besolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  upon  her  ex- 
punging the  objectionable  clause  of  her  constitution,  74; 
object  is  to  remove  the  only  ol^ection  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  74;  moved  to  postpone,  74;  lost,  74;  reso- 
lution disagreed  to,  74. 

BMohUion  ftwn  1h«  Senate^  for  admitting  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  with  a  caveat  against  the  clause,  if ' 
there  be  any,  which  conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  considered,  88;  moved  to  strike  out 
the  caveal,  88;  this  motion  goes  to  present  the  naked 
question,  88 ;  the  proviso  Is  useless  and  unnecessary,  88 ; 
motion  lost,  88 ;  moved  to  amend  by  requiring  the  ex- 
punging of  the  objectionable  dause  within  two  years, 
88;  object  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  propose  such 
modifications  as  wUI  secure  the  vote  of  the  in^ority  for 
the  resolution,  84;  the  resolution  is  more  objectionable 
than  the  one  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House, 
and  r^eeted,  84;  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  yon  might 
admit  Missouri  if  her  constitution  made  a  perfect 
monarchy,  85;  it  is  sdd,  it  would  be  no  objection  to  her 
admission  if  the  clause  of  her  constitution  was  Incom 
patible  with  the  Federal  Constitution,  85;  if  tiie  Jndl 
clary  could  remedy  the  evils  we  should  not  disregard 
the  rights  guaranteed  to  the  black  man,  85;  refusal  to 
withdraw  the  amendment,  85;  an  amendment  to  tlia 
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amendment  proposed,  86 ;  negstlTed,  86 ;  other  amend- 
menta  proposed  and  lost,  86;  original  amendment  lost, 
87 ;  a  substltate  moved  for  the  proviso  to  the  Senators 
resolution,  88;  what  Is  the  object  of  the  amendment 
but  Indirectly  to  alter  the  oonstitutlon  of  Missonii,  88; 
whence  did  Congress  derive  this  immensity  of  power  f 
88;  a  duty  of  Congress  to  come  to  a  decision  in  this 
matter,  88;  objections  to  stovery,  89;  its  extension  ob- 
jected to  on  grounds  of  policy,  89 ;  It  is  in  the  nature  of 
man  to  be  foigetftil  of  right,  90 ;  the  balance  of  power, 
90;  what  can  a  majority  of  this  House  hope  to  gain  by 
this  unhallowed  struggle?, 91;  the  propriety  of  submit- 
ting tlft  question  to  the  people  is  uiged,  91 ;  amendment 
lost,  91 ;  various  amendmets  moved  and  lost,  98. 

Motion  for  a  Conunittee  of  Thirteen  offered,  98 ;  agreed 
to,  98. 

^j>pr0sprlaMon  MB  considered,  and  moved  to  reduce 
the  eetlmateifor  members  of  Congress  as  it  was  founded 
on  estimates  Including  members  firom  Missouri,  98 ;  de- 
bate, 98 ;  motion  to  include  a  separate  appropriation  for 
members  from  Missouri  carried.  98. 

Besolution  to  authorize  the  State  of  Missouri  to  fonn 
a  new  constitution  offered  and  laid  on  the  table,  94. 

Report  <^  OwmiadUMQf  TMrtum^  94 ;  considered,  100 ; 
amendment  moved  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
100 ;  negatived,  100 ;  duty  of  Congress  in  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, 100;  objection  to  the  admission  and  action  of  the 
House  relative  to  that  oljection,  101 ;  report  of  com- 
mittee negatived  in  committee,  101 ;  reported  to  the 
House  and  indefinite  postponement  moved,  101 ;  Itarther 
debate,  108;  postponement  lost,  108;  House  refbse  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  108 ;  question 
on  ordering  resolution  of  the  Select  Committee  to  a  third 
reading,  lost,  104;  moved  to  reconsider,  104;  this  ques- 
tion might  be  settled  without  recourse  to  reconsidera- 
tion, 109;  a  reconsideration  will  keep  the  door  open 
for  a  reconsideration,  106 ;  vote  for  reconsideration  car- 
ried, 106;  question  on  the  engroosment  of  the  amend- 
ment considered,  106;  the  condition  annexed  to  the  ad- 
misrion  of  Missouri  does  not  obviate  the  objection,  106; 
what  is  the  first  member  of  this  resolution  ?  106;  estab- 
lish this  doctrine  and  to  what  will  it  lead,  106 ;  ftarther 
debate,  106, 107;  the  present  is  the  most  awAil  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate  sul^eet, 
108 ;  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefforson,  108 ;  Missouri, 
In  complying  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session, 
has  submitted  to  you  the  best  republican  constitution, 
and  the  objectionable  article  inserted  may  lUrly  be  con- 
sidered as  done  under  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  al- 
most under  their  recommendation,  108;  her  legislature, 
106;  her  Judiciary,  106;  her  oonstitutlon  compared  with 
New  York,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Yliginia,  108;  the  great  question  Is  the  acceptance  of 
this  constitution  and  the  admission  of  this  State  into  the 
Union,  109;  the  clause  is  not  unconstitutional,  109 ;  at 
the  time  I  drew  the  article  of  the  constitution,  I  knew 
there  did  not  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union  as  a  black 
or  colored  dtixen,  nor  could  I  then  have  conceived  it 
poeslble  such  a  thing  could  ever  h*ve  existed,  109;  a 
dtlzen  in  South  Carolina,  109;  at  the  dose  of  the  war 
all  the  States  had  stoves,  109 ;  how  has  the  emandpatlon 
been  effected,  110;  there  can  be  no  question  what  the 
opinion  of  Europe  is  on  the  black  race,  110;  the  conduct 
of  England,  110;  decision  of  her  courts  at  home,  110; 
the  case  in  the  dominion  of  France,  111 ;  conduct  of  the 
Bomans,  111 ;  the  compromise  has  been  viewed  as  bind- 
ing in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union,  HI ,  it  Is  said 
Missouri  knew  this  was  repugnant  to  the  constltntlon 
118 ;  question  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third  read- 
ing, lost,  118. 

SesohMon  rekOkf*  to  cowvting  the  vote  of  Miasouri 


for  Preddent  offered,  118;  the  vote  of  MtaMwri  cmet 
affect  the  result,  and  it  was  deemed  best  to  prorfde  for 
the  case  before  the  Joint  meeting,  118;  this  i 
diet  in  the  case  of  Missouri  objectionable,  IIS;  i 
House  has  power  to  dedde  on  the  vote  of  any  State,  lU; 
the  Electoral  college  is  independent  of  Congraaa,  US; 
better  see  an  interregnum  than  a  prindple  adopted  wfakk 
goes  to  the  very  foundation  of  the  PreaideBtial 
118 ;  the  House  Is  about  to  dedare  hypothetieally  i 
is  the  vote  for  President,  118;  were  the  eleeton  ot 
Missouri  appointed  or  not?  114;  the  eaae  of  Indiatna, 
114 ;  the  two  Houses  are  called  to  enumerate  the  votes 
and  of  course  to  dedde  what  are  votes,  114;  better  to 
exclude  the  votes  enflrely  than  set  such  an  ^w«—|j> 
114 ;  dmple  Justice  requires  the  admiasioB  of  Ml«oui  t» 
the  enjoyment  of  her  rights,  114 ;  what  is  ttM  netnal  daty 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri  resulting  from  the 
oath  they  are  required  to  take,  110;  reoolutloa  agreed 
to,  110;  resolution  offered,  declaring  that  Mtaaoul  fa 
one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  that  her  Eleetanl 
vote  ought  to  be  received,  116;  we  can  now  aee  the 
predplce  to  whldi  the  decision  of  the  House  baa  bnvg^t 
us,  116 ;  votes  of  States  for  Preddent  have  been  recdved 
previous  to  a  declaration  of  their  admiadon  int*  the 
Union,  116;  members  fit>m  new  States  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  seats,  previous  to  a  dedaratloii  of  ihm  t 
don  of  such  States,  116 ;  let  us  know  whether  : 
is  a  State  of  this  Union  or  not,  116 ;  motion  to  i 
a  Axrther  condderation  of  the  resolution,  116;  tlds  Host 
has  no  power  on  this  subject  independent  of  the  Senate, 
116;  on  what  authority  can  youreftase  to  admit  Mlwwwiri. 
117 ;  your  office  is  merely  ministerial  in  regard  te  the 
electoral  votes,  117;  what  is  the  theoiy  of  our  < 
tlon?  118 ;  what  was  to  be  the  practice  as  nowp 
118 ;  what  will  be  the  effect  of  those  proeeedinga  b«t  te 
rivet  Missouri  to  the  section  of  the  country  wbiA  hae 
supported  her,  118;  If  Missouri  Is  a  SUte  withoat  tfe 
consent  of  Congress  she  has  no  right  to  complain  ef  op- 
presdon  by  Congress  reftadng  to  recognize  her,  US ;  the 
odious  and  foul  combination  agdnst  her  la  to  be  i«p«- 
bated,  118 ;  this  Is  the  flnt  Instance  in  which  ICaseoi 
has  knocked  at  the  door  and  demanded  her  rights;  It  is 
now  for  us  to  permit  her  to  oome  in,  or  to  refrain  ftoa 
exduding  her,  119 ;  will  you  thrust  her  electors  lk«a 
this  Hdir  119;  what  were  we  told  at  the  eleetieBd 
Jefferson  and  Burr?  119 ;  motive  operating  on  the  Jdat 
committee  In  recommending  thetr  eourae  on  the  vote  d 
Missouri,  180;  ftirther  debate,  190;  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  190;  motion  carried,  180;  ftirther  proceedings  ia 
counting  the  dectoral  votes,  181 ;  confridon,  ISI ;  dec- 
laration of  the  vote,  191 ;  debate  on  the  mode  of  prods- 
mation,  181 ;  resolutions  offered  dedaiing  the  elecfisa 
lUegal,  181. 

Besolution  offered  to  admit  Missouri,  provided  theeb- 
Jectlonable  dause  ins  expunged  fh>m  her  eoaadta- 
tion  within  a  certain  time,  198 ;  rceolntion  to  repeal  thi 
act  authoxidng  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  194;  r»- 
marka,  184;  resolution  for  a  grand  Joint  conunittee  edfer* 
ed,  186 ;  carried,  186 ;  committee  elected,  198 ;  report  d 
the  committee,  188 ;  resolntiou  of  committee  passed,  189 ; 
the  resolution,  189;  vote,  189;  proclamation  of  the  ad- 
misdon  of  Missouri,  199.    iS^ /luf  ea^  vols.  4^  0^  & 

MrrOHXLL,  Osobob  E.,  Bepresentatlve  ttom  Maryland,  992. 

MiTOHXLL,  Jahxs  S.,  Bcpresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  Hi 
877,099. 

MzTOHSLx.,  Thomib  B.,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Seoth  CaroBfis, 
816,  877;  on  surgeons  in  the  Navy,  419;  on  the  road 
from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  416. 

MWt  OotUrael  for  stone,  conddered,  88T. 

MoNBLL,  BoBCST,  Bopresentative  ttom  New  Totfc,  t  Sm 
JfMlaB,voL& 
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Homoa,  inAugnral  addreas  at  hU  second  toxin,  189L    8u 

MoMTAain^  B^ABiL,  evldenoe  rektiye  to  ih»  iMokropt  Uw, 
286. 

MoHTOoxEBT,  Thoxas,  BepreBonUtive  firom  Ke]itaek7,8| 
21A,  877;  on  the  South  American  ProTlnoea,  96u 

HooBS,  Oabbzxl,  EepresenUtiTe  from  Alabama,  216, 877, 
592. 

MooBi,  BoBEBT,  Bepreeentstlye  from  Pennsylvania,  &  See 
ifMfeas,  voL  6. 

MooBB,  Bjjiubl,  BepreeenUtiYe  from  Pennsylyania,  8^  216L 
8u  Jf%d«a\  ToL  6. 

MooBB,  Thomas  P^  BepresentatlTe  from  Kentucky,  602. 

MooBB,  THOXiJB  Ih  BepresentotiTe  from  Virginia,  8,  216^ 
878;  on  the  Borrender  of  fagitiye  BlaveSi  296 ;  on  ohaiges 
against  Judge  Tait  412. 

HonaAN,  Jobs  J.,  BepresentotiTe  from  New  York,  216, 878, 
.600l 

MoBBiLT.^  Datid  Ifc,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  187, 848; 
on  a  drawback  on  cordage,  191.    See  Indeo^  toL  & 

HoBTOK,  Mabous,  BepresentotiTe  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
See  Indeaoi,  vol.  6L 

MosBiiT,  JovATBAV  O.,  Bcpiesentotive  from  Gonnecticnft,  8. 
See  IndeaOt  vols,  i,  6,  & 

MsOisr  qf  Commodore  Perry.^In  the  House,  a  resolutloB 
relative  to  allowing  a  pension  to,  oflbred,  604;  bill  re- 
ported at  last  session,  but  not  acted  on  for  want  of 
time,  694;  adoptod,  694;  bill  for  relief  oi,  considered, 
618;  the  &cto  of  the  case,  618;  her  Isst  dependence 
was  tskenfrom  her,  619 ;  a  country  \b  as  much  bound  by 
the  obligations  of  gratitude  as  an  individual,  619 ;  on 
what  is  the  claim  founded?  619;  her  support  during 
the  life  of  her  son,  619;  evento  since  the  death  of 
Ck>mmodore  Perry,  619;  does  not  this  claim  ceme 
within  the  pxlnciple'of  gratitude,  620;  the  contest  on 
Lake  Brie,  620 ;  is  not  this  amount  within  that  frugality 
which  ought  to  govern  your  bounty  t  021 ;  considera- 
tions showing  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  strictly 
compatible  with  the  estoblished  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, 621 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  621 ; 
If  we  thus  begin  where  shall  we  stop  ?  622;  it  is  not  the 
only  case  of  this  charaetor,  622;  an  eztonslvo  pension 
list  under  a  free  republic  is  vexy  inexpedient,  622 ;  the 
idea  that  a  nation  ia  bound  to  support  the  widows  and 
children  and  mothers  of  all  who  die  In  service  is  chi- 
mericai,622 ;  the  present  messure  is  an  i^peal  to  gratitade 
founded  on  the  principles  of  expediency,  628 ;  what  are 
the  argumento  urged  against  these  views  f  628 ;  it  Is  not 
an  application  to  the  bounty  of  the  Government,  628 ;  it 
is  an  appeal  to  the  Justice  and  gratitude  of  the  nation, 
688 ;  the  principle  ot  this  bill  is  objectionable,  Gonmio- 
dore  Perry  neither  fell  nor  was  wounded  in  battie,  625; 
what  is  the  basis  of  the  present  pension  list  ?  625 ;  motion 
to  strike  out  carried  and  bUl  recommitted,  62&  See 
Forty,  Commodore. 

JfowUed  Dvope.—See  Indo^  yoL  4. 

ICuBBAT,  JoBK,  Beprcsentativc  from  Pennsylvania,  8.  See 
Index,  vol.  6. 

KuBBAT,  Thoxaa,  Bepresentottvc  from  Pennsylvania,  216, 
8n. 


IToMonal  Obeervatory.—See  IndeBa^  vols.  2, 5. 
JfiUuraUoaHon  Zawa.—See  Indeaa,  volL  1, 2, 4 
IfawU  JBgUa>Ue^men^,  Umitotion  of  resolations  relative  to, 
61;  report  on  the,  81;  to  Increase,  considered,  180. 


In  tte  ffouee,  a  resolution  relative  to  the  reorgania*- 

^  tion  ol^  offered,  248;  pay  of  oi&cers  not  on  service  modi- 
fled  by  the  Secretary  when  they  are  attached  to  the 
naval  estoblishment,  246 ;  the  number  of  separato  sta- 
tions at  which  officers  are  placed  has  the  effect  to  in- 
crease their  compensation,  248 ;  some  information  need- 
ed respecting  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  248;  it  does  not  iUl 
within  the  sphere  of  the  Gommlttoeon  Naval  Aifidxs  to 
fturnish  the  details  called  for,  249 ;  it  has  always  been  tho 
construction  of  the  law  that  every  officer  receives  pay 
until  actaally  frirloughed,  249 ;  resolution  modifledand 
adopted,  249;  report  on  the  increase  ot,  806;  peace  es- 
toblishment, report  on,  417 ;  resolution  relative  to,  599  ; 
message  on,  668;  note,  664.  See  Index,  vols.  1,  2, 8, 4, 
5,6. 

yawU  EaaploUe,^See  Indeea,  voL  5. 

JfawU  HooptUA  Fwnd,  communication  on,  631. 

Nanci  Peneion  Fund,— In  the  Senato,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose 
to  extond  the  torm  of  half  pay  pensions  considered,  486; 
the  origin  of  the  naval  pension  ftind,  486;  it  was  to  b* 
perpetual,  and  the  fldth  of  the  Government  pledged  to 
supply  the  defldeni^,  486;  is  the  Income  of  the  frmd. 
sufficient  for  this  chaq;o  on  it,  486 ;  the  section  to  be 
added  to  the  bill,  considered,  487;  the  effect  of  It  if 
adopted  will  be  to  restore  the  ftmd  to  ito  original  and 
legitimato  uses,  487. 

In  the  irouee,^  bill  to  continue  for  five  years  pensions 
to  widows,  4m.,  considerod,  606;  measures  for  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  bill,  605 ;  for  whose  benefit  Is  this  biU?  606L 

yaoiffcMon  Zcwe.See  Index,  voL  4 

Nbalb,  Bapbabl,  Bepresentativc  from  liaiyland,  4^  216, 
878,698.    iS0eiiul«B,vol,6. 

Negroee,  Jadnapping.—See  Index,  voL  2. 

Nblbok  Huge,  Bepresentotive  from  Tirginia,  8,216,877; 
balloted  for  Speaker,  4;  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Journal,  68.    See  Index,  vols.  4, 5^  6. 

Nblsob,  J^bbxiab,  Bepresentotive  from  Massachusetts,  8, 
215,877,692.    See  Index,  vo]5.l^t. 

Nblboit,  Jomr,  Bepresentotive  firom  Maryland,  216^  877;  on 
the  Indiaih  department,  281;  on  the  charges  sgainst 
Judge  #Blt,  412 ;  'on  appropriation  for  tho  Cumberland 
road,  442. 

JTetOrai  Selaiione,  message  relative  to  vioUtion  oi^  481 
SeeIndex,YoiB.S,i,6,6k 

NBUVII.LB,  Baboh  db,  lettors  to  the  Secretary  of  Stote,  817. 

Nbw,  AiiTHOirr,  Bepresentative  from  Kentacky,  216,  877. 
See  Index,  vols.  1, 2, 8, 4^  5, 6L 

yew  England,  Mieeieeippi  Land  Company,  report  on,  86L 

yew  Orleans,  defence  ol^  see  Index,  voL  5. 

Nbwtob,  Thomas,  Bepresentotive  ttom  Yixginia,  8;  216, 877, 
602;  on  the  disbursement  of  public  money,  890.  See 
Index,  vols.  2, 8, 4, 5,  6. 

Niagara  Froniior  St^rere.-See  Index,  voL  5. 

Noblb,  Jambs,  Senator  from  Indiana,  187, 848, 465;  on  me- 
morial of  Assembly  of  Indiana,  510 ;  on  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  524    See  Index,  yoie.  6, 6, 

Non-Intereowree.—See  Intereourte. 

ITon'ImportaHon.—See  Index,  vols.  8, 4 

Non-Exportation  in  foreign  bottome.—See  Index,  vol  4 

NorQvweet  Coatt  q^  America.— -In.  the  Senate,  a  reeoluttoii 
relative  to,  considered,  866;  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Columbia  river  is  clsimed  by  EngUmd,  866;  grounds  on 
which  the  claim  is  based,  867;  England  now  has  poa- 
sion  of  the  country  In  qnestion,  867 ;  she  resisto  the  poe- 
sesslon  of  the  Unitod  Stotes,  868;  the  party  In  posses- 
sion In  1828  will  have  the  right  of  poesesston  untU  the 
question  of  tiUu  is  decided  by  war  or  negotiation,  868, 
other  provisions  of  the  treaty  nnacoountahlo,  868. 

Nonoay,  message  relative  to  trade  with,  206. 
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OathM^—See  Indw^  toL  1. 

O^BsncN,  JxsxiuAH,  Bepresentatiye  from  Maine,  091. 

Clffle^a  o/the  CtutotM.— In  tho  Seniite,  s  bill  for  the  oom- 
peiuatlon  of  Golleotors,  Ac.,  considered,  156;  principle 
adopted  by  the  committee,  156;  the  officer  wonld  have 
no  interest  if  made  a  salaried  officer,  156 ;  details  of  the 
bill,  156 ;  office  of  deputy  collector  Instead  of  occasionai 
and  temporary  has  become  permanent  and  flzed,  15T; 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  1820  on  clerk  hire,  157; 
changes  In  New  York  and  Boston,  168L 

In  the  Honse,  Senate  bill  considered,  844;  amend- 
ments moved  and  lost,  844;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, 844. 

(y/lcerg^  r&moval  qf,Ses  Indea^  vol.  1. 

Qffic«r%y  plwxUUy  o/.—See  Indeos^  vol  & 

Qj^lM,  a  certadf^  inqoiiy  respecting  the  constitationality  o£ 
8e6  IiuUbo^  toL  5. 

OMo  State  Oo9cmm&rU.—SM  Indem,  toI.  S. 

Ohio  an4  Mi—iMlppi  Bioere^  report  on,  670. 

Ou>mu>,  Jomr  J.  C,  report  on  the  petition  ot^  19S. 

Ordkianet  o/1787.— 5m  Jndm^  Tola.  8, 4;  a>nd  Indec^  yol. 
6;  JfisMwrC 

OHtanM  TerrUory.^See  Indea^  yoL  4 ;  TuriioriM, 

Om,  H4RB180K  Obat,  Senator  from  Maasachnsetts,  188; 
on  the  suppression  of  piracy,  156 ;  on  the  adjournment 
of  the  session,  170 ;  on  a  drawback  on  cordage,  191.  See 
Indent  ToL  6. 

OrsBSTBXiT,  Jamma,  Bepresentatiye  fh>m  South  OaroUna* 
8,216.    See  Indet^  yol  t. 

OwBV,  QiOBAB  W.,  Bepresentatiye  from  Alabama,  608^ 


FainUnge  cfthe  Prindpat  Jffowte  <^  the  Rwohaion,-^See 
IndeoD,  yoL  6. 

Pauob,  William  A.,  Senator  from  Tarmont,  187,'848, 465. 
SeelndetOyYolt. 

Pabksb,  Jamb,  Bepresentatiye  from  Massachnfttts,  8. 

Pabxxb,  SxyxBir  E.,  Bepresentatiye  trom  Ylrglnia,  6;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  68,  64. 

Paxbott,  Jomr  F.,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  187, 848, 
466 ;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  491 ;  on  tiie  transporta- 
tion of  specie,  516.    See  IndeWy  yoL  6. 

PATnasoH,  John,  Bepresentatiye  from  Ohio,  592. 

PAxnBBoir,  Thoxab,  Bepresentotiye  from  Pennsylyaaia,  8, 
tl6,877,69a.    See  Indent,  Yolt. 

PAnxBaoM,  Waltsb,  Bepresentatiye  from  New  York,  S16, 
877. 

Pay  qf  Memhere.—See  Indeeo,  yola.  5,  6. 

Penneylwuida  Ineurgenta.—See  Indeao,  yoL  1. 

Peneione  to  Wounded  Ctfftoere  (/  the  War  qf  lS19.—See 
Indeep^  voL  t. 

Peneion  MO,  SevoMtonary.—ln  the  Honse,  a  bill  to  pro- 
ylde  for  persons  engaged  in  tho  land  and  naval  forces 
during  the  Bevolntionary  war,  considered,  891 ;  supple- 
ment to  the  two  acts  passed  by  Congrest,  891 ;  estimate 
of  the  number  of  persons,  891 ;  how  were  these  soldiers 
paid  ?  891 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  898;  add  nearly  a  million  to  the  present  ftmd,  892; 
what  i«  the  character  ofthis  act  ?  292 ;  motion  lost,  298 ; 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  898 ;  paased,  898 ;  biU 
relative  to  the  revival  and  allowance  ot,  considered, 
828. 

Pmutonere,  BevohiUonary,  a  list  of,  in  each  State,  466. 

Perry,  Commodore  Oliver  iT.— In  the  House,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  fiunily  o(  considered,  78 ;  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate $1,880  per  annum,  of  which,  $850  shall  go  to 
the  mother  of  Perry,  78;  moved  to  amend  by  allowing 


half  pay  for  five  years,  78:  motion  lost,  78;  mored  is 
strike  out  the  amount  to  Perry*s  mother,  T8 ;  earrled. 
78;  moved  to  make  the  gross  amount  the  same  aa  be- 
fore, 78;  lost,  78;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  TK. 

PxsxT,  Sasah,  report  on  petition  o^  417;  biU  for  the  relief 
o^  618,— /Sm  Mother  qf  Commodore  Perry. 

PtUUone,  reeeptton  o/,—See  Indee\  voL  i,  and  8Un^r% 
vols.  1  and  6. 

Phklps,  Eubha,  Bepresentatiye  from  Conneetieiit,  8.  See 
Indeao^YoLt. 

PHXLipa,  JoHH,  Bepreeentative  from  Pennsylvania,  SIC,  8il 

PeiLBOir,  BoBSST,  Bepresentatiye  from  PeaBsylvanla,  ft. 
See  Indeeot  voL  &    ■ 

PzsBSOir,  Jhbkmtaw  H.,  Bepreeentative  from  NewTeri^, 
216, 877. 

PiBKNXT,  GbaelxBi  Bcpresentative  ttom  South  GaroBBa,  8; 
on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  107;  <»  the  petitloB  el 
Bebecca  Hodgson,  150.    See  Indeas,  rol.  ^ 

PnrKKBT,  WiLLiAic,  Senator  from  llairyland,  144; 
0(164.    /Sm /n<2«B,  vols.  1, 6. 

Piracy,  euppreeeion  o/r-ln  the  Senate,  b  raaolntioiii 
to  inquire  into  the  e3q>ediency  of  bnllding  an 
number  of  vessels  to  protect  our  commerce  in  tho  GsV 
of  Mexico,  164;  better  not  to  designate  the  sise  cfthe 
vessels,  154 ;  it  would  be  interfering  with  the  Ezeoatri* 
to  direct  that  a  part  of  the  naval  force  should  be  tas- 
ployed  in  a  particular  service,  164 ;  five  or  six  additiaeal 
small  vessels  very  much  wanted  finr  this  pnipoae,  151; 
resolution  modified  and  agreed  to,  155l 

In  the  iRmse.— Bill  considered  making  appropiteieas 
for  the  support  of  the  navy,  844;  debate  on  tike  aneut 
of  the  appnipriation,  845. 

Beport  relative  to  the  suppression  oC,  966;  Bseaiga 
relative  to  pirates  in  the  West  Indies,  858L 

In  the  SencUe^—BUl  reported  firom  the  OomiBittee  ea 
Naval  Aflhirs,  854 ;  force  estimated  to  be  neoeasBiy,  894; 
House  bill  prosenteiib  and  read,  854;  moved  that  the 
Senate  biU  be  substituted  for  the  Honae  bill  «  aa 
amendment  thereto,  854 ;  it  has  been  qaestloiied  kw 
tu  the  power  of  the  President  reached  in  the  pentt- 
ment  of  these  buccaneers,  855 ;  no  nation  or  aathoti^ 
would  feel  aggrieved  by  having  theee  freebooten  par- 
sued  within  its  Jurisdiction,  856;  important  to  act  wiift 
the  greatest  degree  of  promptitude  on  this  anb^eet,  HB; 
no  substantial  dilferenoe  between  the  two  JbUs,  895; 
comparison  of  the  bills,  855;  amendment  lost,  835: 
House  bill  passed,  856 ;  resolution  to  offer  a  boBBty  ftr 
the  capture  of  pirates  considered,  857 ;  by  tadoeeiBeitt 
secure  a  speedy  end  to  the  war  against  the  piialei  la 
the  West  Indies,  857;  precedent  afforded  by  the  late  war. 
857. 

In  the  J7b«se.— Beeolution  relative  to  Inquiry  aa  to 
measures  neceesary  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  ofioed, 
882 ;  reasons  for  the  Inquiry,  888 ;  death  of  Limit.  AJtea. 
888. 

Bill  to  authorize  an  Increased  naval  force  eonaidfed, 
884 ;  amendments  offierod,  884 ;  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  **  purchase,"  so  as  to  require  the  vessels  spoken  «f 
to  be  built,  884;  will  be  more  worthy  objeota  at  ezps- 
ditnres,  884 ;  the  question  is  between  porchasiBg  aad 
building  vessels,  885;  the  ol^eet  of  the  bill  would  be 
better  answered  by  leaving  to  the  Execative  the  rig^ 
to  purchase,  885 ;  wc  cannot  wait  the  slow  prooaM  ef 
construction,  885 ;  temporizing  measures  would  enbaitfe 
the  evil,  885 ;  doubtfiil  if  piracy  can  be  suppreesed  with- 
out giving  to  our  naval  officers  authority  to  paiaoe  the 
pirBtes  on  land  and  make  them  prisoners,  836;  this  hil 
gives  no  such  authority,  886;  we  have  a  rii^t  to  exeenfet 
our  own  laws,  but  not  to  make  or  execute  lews  fv 
another  oountiy,  886;  amendment  <^IiBrBd  aatheiinig 
the  President  to  pursue  tliem  on  nny  of  the  Vest 
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India  Ifllanda,  886;  pirates  are  the  enemiea  of  aU  man- 
klnd,  888 ;  every  nation  has  a  right  to  pnt  doim  piracy, 
886;  by  this  amendment  no  limit  is  opposed  to  the 
authority  of  the  government,  88T ;  in  ftaming  onr  laws 
we  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  laws  of  nations,  88T;  a 
fktality  in  every  thing  connected  with  these  pirates,  887 « 
when  captured  ill-timed  clemency  saves  them,  887: 
needless  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  bill, 
887 ;  a  question  on  which  this  House  ouc^t  not  to  at- 
tempt a  decision  887;  whatever  role  we  apply  may  of 
right  be  reciprocated  on  us,  888;  it  proposes  to  give 
Congress  power  to  make  war,  888 ;  amendment  incon- 
sLstent  with  the  principles  of  public  law,  and  with  the 
necessity  in  which  we  are  placed,  888 ;  this  amendment 
doetf  not  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  888 ;  more 
time  should  be  taken  to  consider  this  bill,  889. 
PirOHKs,  NAiBJjrzsL,  Bepresentative  firom  New  York,  8, 

S16, 877.    8m  IndtBby  voL  6. 
PuBJJAHTS,  JjJiBB,  Senator  fh>m  Virginia,  187, 848;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  164 ;  resigns  his  seat,  851    8&6  In- 
d€ia\  vols.  4,  ^  6. 
Plumsb,  OsoBOa,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  816; 

877,899. 
Plvmxb,  WzLUAii,  Jb^  Bepresentative  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, 8,  Slfi,  877, 591 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal, 
6&    Se6  /mtoes  voL  6. 
PoncsBTT,  JosL  B.,  Bepresenttftlve  iVom  South  Carolina,  316, 
424, 592;  reports  on  national  medals,  277;  on  the  South 
American  Oovemmenta,  801 ;  on  an  agent  to  Greece, 
60S ;  relative  to  European  combinations  against  Spanish 
American  Stateft,  650 ;  on  the  duty  on  wines,  702. 
Portrait  qf  Columbus,  proceedings  respecting,  542. 
J*ortugal^  o&mm&ros  wUh.— In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  for 
information  relative  to,  568 ;  former  character  of  this 
trade,  568 ;  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1816  on  products  of 
Portugal,  664;  course  adopted  by  Portugal,  564;  un- 
pleasant consequences,  664;  how  ftr  has  the  attempt 
been  suooessfiil  to  remedy  these  consequences,  664;  the 
effect  produced  on  the  trade  of  Portugal  by  the  tarifb 
at  different  times  adopted,  564 ;  resolution  agreed  to,  666i 

J*o&kig^  of  y6totpap«r8.—See  Indw^  voL  8, 

J*o»tmatUr  Qentral^  report  of^  662. 

J*ott-0fflc6^8M  Index,  voL  1. 

jPatt-Qfflcs  Patr&naff6,—S66  Index,  voL  6. 

J^otomae  Rioer  Bridge.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Preemption,  the  right  ^— In  the  Senate,  a  petition  for  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  tract  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  488 ;  moved  to  reverse  the  report, 
which  was  unfltvorable,  488;  the  committee  reported 

'  against  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner  had 
settled  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress,  488;  the  pe- 
titioner had  been  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  488 ; 
the  knd  in  its  natural  condition  is  worthless,  488;  ad- 
ditional value  this  settlement  gives  to  the  neighborhood, 
488 ;  the  act  of  Congress  forbids  all  persons  settling  on 
the  public  lands,  489 ;  report  of  committee  agreed  to, 
489 ;  note,  489. 

J>reeenie  to  Mini9tere.—See  Index,  voL  2. 

Jhfeaidency,  vacancy  in,— See  Index,  vol  1. 

I*refoiou9  Queation.—8ee  Index,  vole.  1, 4, 5. 

pBDrcx,  WiLUAiE,  Bepresentative  firom  Indiana,  598L 

J^rinter,  election  of,  resolution  relative  to,  180;  election  of 
by  the  House,  447. 

JPrivate  loeeea  in  9ervice.—8ee  Index,  voL  5. 

J^rivateere.—See  Index,  vols.  4, 5. 

JYivateer  Pension  Fund,  report  on  the,  494b 

J*r4Me  money,  i>etItions  for,  706. 

Proclamation  of  the  PreHdent^  relative  to  Missouri,  129. 

J*ropagaUng  the  Ooepel  among  the  JSeathmk— In  the  Sen- 
ate, resolution  to  call  for  a  copy  of  the  patent  granting 
12,000  aeret  of  land  to  the  Society  of  United  Brethren  for 


the  use  of  the  Christian  Indians,  Ac.,  considered,  161;  a 
historical  sketch,  161 ;  converted  Indlsns  an  examine  to 
the  people  of  Connecticut,  162;  Naln,  Shawakln,  Beth- 
lehem, Nazareth  in  Pennsylvania,  when  founded,  162; 
Qundenhuthen,  Schoenbrunn,  and  New  Salem,  in  Ohio, 
162;  Indians  to  whom  the  lands  were  granted,  162 ;  the 
grant  conveyed  only  use  of  the  land,  102;  the  example 
famished  by  Canada  relative  to  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians,  168;  experience  at  Lake  Superior,  168;  new 
society  for  the  conversion  of  the  Indians,  168,  note,  164; 
state  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Ohio,  164;  resolutions 
agreed  tp,  164;  message  on,  705 ;  note,  705. 

Protective  I>utiee.—See  Index^  vol.  1.  and  I>uiie»  on  Im- 
ports,  vols.  5, 6. 

Pul>liel>^aulteri.—In  the  House,  resolutions  reUttlve  to, 
offered,  820 ;  no  provisions  In  the  statutes  for  the  punish- 
ment of  public  defkulters,  820 ;  very  little  trust  to  be 
placed  in  the  Integrity  of  public  officers,  820 ;  present 
laws  wholly  Inadequate  to  secure  the  tre88ury,820;  a 
de&ulter  is  eligible  to  public  offioe,  821 ;  farther  debate, 
821 ;  resolution  adopted,  821. 

PulMo  Dooumenti,  suppression  qf.—Jn  the  House,  a  resolu- 
tion offered  relative  to  the  suppression  of  a  portion  of  a 
eertain  letter,  429;  amendments  made  to  the.resolution, 
480;  if  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  withheld  information  which  ought  to  have  been 
Imparted  to  this  House,  it  is  a  proper  subject  for  inves- 
tigation, 480;  amendments  proposed,  480;  utmost  lati- 
tude should  be  allowed  to  the  investigation,  481 ;  the 
inquiry  of  the  committee  will  be,  what  wero  the  motives 
for  the  suppression,  481 ;  this  neeeesazUy  connected  with 
the  fbcts,  481 ;  object  to  ascertain  who  made  these  marks 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  so  much  speculstlon, 
481 ;  the  two  objects  of  inquiry  ought  to  go  together, 
481 ;  author  of  the  marks,  481 ;  report  of  committee,  482 ; 
object  is  to  And  out  who  made  those  marks,  482 ;  what  are 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  first  part  of  Uie  resolutlott 
recommends  itself  to  our  attention  f  488 ;  what  is  the  ob- 
jection made  to  the  inquiry?  why  that  members  of  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  suspected  of  having  done  it  ?  488 ; 
is  that  any  reason  against  it  f  488;  farther  debate,  488; 
question  on  agreeing  to  the  original  resolution,  484;  this 
matter  originated  out  of  the  House,  486;  these  marki 
have  been  suffered  to  sleep  for  twelve  months  within 
the  knowledge  of  some  members  of  this  House,  485 ; 
fbrther  remarics,  486 ;  no  advantage  can  flow  firom  the 
Ihrther  prosecution  of  the  Inquiry  before  the  House,  487 ; 
an  inquiry  into  the  management  of  the  flinds  of  the 
United  States,  and  into  the  making  of  this  mark,  should 
not  be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  487 ;  no  blame 
can  attach  to  any  one,  487 ;  no  ftirther  iofoimation  than 
the  House  has  can  be  desirable,  487;  matter  of  little 
importance  whether  the  mark  was  made  with  a  mla- 
chievous  Intention,  or  who  the  writer  was,  488;  the 
document  appears  to  have  been  mutilated  since  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  this  House,  488;  personal  explana- 
tions, 488, 489 ;  a  department  is  not  required  on  a  call  to 
send  any  more  of  its  papers  than  is  pertinent  to  the  call, 
489 :  ftirther  debate,  440 ;  resolution  agreed  to,  441 ;  letter 
of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  458 ;  report,  454. 

PuNic  XavuZs.— In  the  House,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  July,  1S29,  consider- 
ed, 127 ;  not  one  in  a  thousand  has  purchased  poblio 
land,  no  ground  for  leniency  such  as  would  exist  if  all 
the  citizens  were  debtors,  127 ;  the  wretched  and  poor 
have  no  part  in  this  matter,  127 ;  the  liberal  provisions 
given  in  the  bill,  127 ;  the  precedent  a  dangerous  one, 
127;  amendments  proposed  and  lost,  19& 

In  the  Senate^— A.  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  the  act  prohibiting  settiements  on 
the  public  lands,  489;  many  membeia  had  expressed 
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opiaions  that  tho  act  should  be  repealed,  489 ;  raet  tracts 
in  Loaisiana  remain  onsettled,  and  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  State  under  present  droamstanoes  to  do  any  thing 
tor  their  settlement,  489 ;  the  true  policy  of  the  country 
to  prohibit  by  all  possible  means  the  -unlawful  settle- 
ment of  its  lands,  489 ;  ftirther  debate,  490. 

A  memorial  from  the  Assembly  of  Indiana  oflSsred, 
ei6 ;  it  presents  two  subjects  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  516 ;  to  admit  persons  who  had  ibrfbited  their 
payments  preyions  to  the  act  of  1821,  to  apply  the  same 
amounts  to  ftitnre  purchases,  516;  the  expediency  of 
redndng  the  price  of  landa  in  those  districts  where  they 
have  been  offered  for  sale  for  ten  or  more  years,  019. 
J36B  Indeoa,  vols.  1, 2, 8,  A. 

Publie  BuUdingt,  expenditure,  report  on,  298;  report  rela- 
tlyeto,82e.    Sss  Indeeo,  voL  6. 

Public  AceowiUa,  bill  relative  to,  considered,  882, 418. 

FubUe  Ageni,  before  the  Ghent  commission,  debated,  641 


QuattM,  Mmnorial  ^.—JSes  /iKlan,  rols  1, 9,  & 


SAjn>OLPB,  JoHX,  Bepreaentative  ftom  Virginia,  8, 221, 877, 
598 ;  on  the  powers  of  the  Clerk  under  a  vacancy  of  the 
8peaker8hip,6;  on  the  amendinent  of  the  Journal,  82, 
68 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  88, 106 ;  on  reconsider- 
ing the  vote  relative  to  Missouri,  105;  on  the  vote  of 
Missouri  for  President,  118, 114, 117, 119, 121 ;  on  the  In- 
dian department,  226, 226 ;  on  the  appropriation  ibr  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  245;  on  military  appropriations, 
S64;  on  transactions  in  Florida,  268,961,862;  on  the 
demise  of  Pinkney,  962,  268 ;  announces  the  decease 
of  Pinkney,  262;  explains  the  eanse  of  his  announcing 
the  decease  previous  to  the  Ihct,  268;  on  the  proposed 
adjournment,  867, 268;  on  relief  of  Sarah  Ferry,  626;  on 
European  combinations  against  Spanish  American  States, 
661;  on  the  Greek  cause,  664;  on  adjournment,  698; 
on  the  tarifE;  787;  on  the  duty  on  sugar,  761,  767.— 
iSM  Jna4aa,  vols.  2, 8, 4^  Q,  6L 
Bahkix,  Chbxbtophsb,  Bepresentative  from  Mississippi,  7, 
216, 877 ;  on  grants  oi  land  for  education,  600.  See  IndeeOf 
voL6l 
BoMomt  proMbUian  o/.—See  Jndna^  vol  6l 
Beal  SOaU  and  Siai^ee^  wiluatian  qf,—8ee  Indeoa,  voL  6, 
BxsD,  Jobs,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Massachusetts,  216,  877, 

692 ;  on  the  duty  on  Tallow.  698.    See  Indem,  vol.  6. 
Bnm,  Pmup,  Bepresentative  from  Maryland,  877.    See  In- 

<fSIB,T0l,6L 

Bnn,  Pbilip,  letter  oi;  809. 

Bans  BoBSBT  Batmond,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Georgia,  8, 
918 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  69 ;  on  the  South 
American  Provinces,  99;  on  transactions  in  Florida, 
861 ;  on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  488w  See 
ifMfecn,  voL  6. 

JHeport  relative  to  the  State  Constitution  of  Missouri,  6;  on 
the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon,  9 ;  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  0,  218;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia 
Biver,74;  on  a  naval  peace  establishment,  81 ;  on  gold 
ooiiv,  87 ;  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  94 ;  on  the  Span- 
ish American  Bepnbllcs,  124;  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Missouri,  128, 129 ;  on  the  Georgia  Militia  Claims,  192 ; 
on  Military  AllUrs,  211 ;  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  Banks  of  Deposit,  260;  on  Yacduation,  266;  of  Seo- 
retaiy  of  War  on  the  Army  Expenditures,  271 ;  on  na- 
tional medals,  277;  on  Weights  and  Measores,  277;  on  a 
Hemp  and  Flax  Machine,  279 ;  on  Soath  American  Inde- 


pendence, 887 ; '  on  expenditure  on  publie  boiUiagi,  M, 
826 ;  on  the  Increase  of  the  Navy,  806 ;  on  ih«  Cmrcr  glut, 
868 ;  on  the  NewEngland  Mississii^LLaDdGompaf.SIl; 
relative  to  deposits  in  banks,  878;  on  petitioB  of  Sink 
Perry  for  a  pension,  417 ;  relative  to  Indian  teaerrifloa^ 
422 ;  on  the  case  of  Judge  Tait,  422;  on  BeanmsreUi 
Claim,  428 ;  on  foreign  coins,  427, 428 ;  on  an  apportki- 
ment  of  midshipmen,  445 ;  on  Indian  tradhig  pocti,  M; 
on  the  amendments  to  the  constitation,  4^;  on  tU 
Privateer  Pension  Fund,  494;  on  the  MIsaiadppf  lad 
Company,  608 ;  on  Western  Boundary  of  Ariuaitt,M; 
on  the  Delaware  Canal  Company,  666;  on  tbepetitiai 
of  Julia  Lawrence,  600;  on  amendments  to  tlie  eoosti- 
tutlon,  600;  on  relief  of  land  purchasers,  6ST;  0DffT»> 
lutionary  pension,  627;  on  Michigan  omtested  dectto^ 
689;  on  the  Ohio  and  MlsslBsippi  Bivens67D;oBtb 
•jfect  of  the  TarifE;  694 ;  on  French  spoliatiou,  TOSl 
B^preeMtoHon,  ratio  qf.—See  IndeBO,  vols.  1, 2, 1 
BepreemUMve^  qval^U>attoru  qf.—See  Indet,  toL  & 
JSed^iMiMon,  does  it  cause  a  vacancy.  See  IndesB^i^Ll 
SeaokOiont,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  expenditiini,!; 
relative  to  West  Point  Academy,  11;  relative  to  tie  <)^ 
cupancy  of  the  Columbia  Btver,  61 ;  rdattve  to  takbr 
bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties,  61;  relattTC  to  tht 
Military  Academy,  64;  relative  to  the  positioB orifii- 
Bouri,  67 ;  relative  to  the  decease  of  John  Uin,  ei;Rlir 
tive  to  a  limitation  of  the  naval  force,  61;  Telatin  ti 
amendment  of  the  Journal,  70 ;  relative  to  the  adsifc- 
sion  of  Missouri,  74;  do.  from  the  Senate,  8S; 91;  Nh- 
ttve  to  Missouri,  94;  relative  to  the  South  Aneriea 
Provinces,  96;  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  IM;  «b 
the  election  of  President,  Ac  118;  relative  to  tbeTsii 
of  Missouri  for  President,  U«,  121 ;  relative  to  a  bootf 
on  fishing  vessela,  122;  do.  relative  to  the  ilsTetnii 
and  emancipation,  128;  on  the  decease  of  WijlisB  i. 
Burwell,  128;  rektiveto  repealing  the  IflawufCM- 
propiise,  124;  for  a  Joint  Committee  onMIflsosii,!^; 
relative  to  the  election  of  printer,  180;  relatlTe  totb 
decease  of  William  A.  Trimble,  144;  relative  to  nki 
and  orders,  144;  relaUve  to  miUtary  roads,  144;  Rii- 
tive  to  appropriations  of  territoiy,  145;  reWIre* 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  146;  relatlTe  to  thi 
suppression  of  piracy,  154;  relative  to  dxawtaeks,  15; 
relative  to  Louisiana  hmd  titles,  169 ;  rdattre  to  ha* 
to  certain  Christian  Indians,  160;  reUtlve  to  decMt 
of  William  Pinkney,  166;  relative  to  lands  for  edaei- 
tion,  166 ;  relative  to  Indian  aflUis,  1S9;  lelttiTetQiki 
cost  of  building  ships,  171, 191 ;  relaUve  to  rsveaBefra 
lead  mines,  201;  relative  to  the  Importation  ofihi^ 
201;  relative  to  afiairs  in  Florida,  218;  rebtive  lot^ 
decease  of  W.  A  Trimble^  220;  reUttve  to  toff^r* 
from  labor,  221 ;  relative  to  the  United  Btafcai  Bb^ 
224;  for  a  monument  to  General  Wooster,  S8S;  lehtin 
to  militia  fines,  288;  relative  to  vaccination,  844;  r^ 
tive  to  Busslan  claims  on  the  Northwest  tout,  M; 
relative  to  the  reorganisation  of  the  navy,  249;  teltiin 
to  the  Military  Academy,  868;  on  the  deeeeieof  Va- 
liam  Pinkney,  968 ;  i«lattve  to  the  tranaaetiotti  ia  T\ef 
Ida,  264^  270;  note,  170;  relaUve  to  Sunday  ]tts]h,sa; 
relative  to  withdrawing  the  piqpeiB  relating  to  tki 
christianizatton  of  the  Indians,  270;  relative  to  tmffl- 
tary  establishment,  287 ;  relative  to  the  South  Amaittf 
Governments,  297;  relaUve  to  pubUc  deiknHen,«*; 
relaUve  to  a  monument  to  Baron  DeKatt^JW;  to  *9 
advances  unloas  on  extra  occasions,  828;  rdatlTe  I* 
members  of  Congress  being  interested  in  ooetnA 
882 ;  relative  to  lead  mine  leasee,  886;  on  ooBtnet  d 
Biyah  Mix,  887;  nOaUve  to  miUtia  fines,  887;  of  tij^ 
to  the  dpeaker,  846;  reUtive  to  Louisiana  landa,«»; 
on  the  occupation  of  the  liorthwest  coast,  80;  rdrf^ 
tounaettied  aooonnts,  880;  relaUve  to  bortfls  «J» 
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tloM  to  6onntriefl  at  peaoo,  982,  888;  retpeetiiig  tlie 
•rtides  of  igreement  betweon  Georgia  aAd  the  United 
Statee,  881 ;  relative  to  Preroers  report  on  the  Oolam- 
bia  Blver,  889;  reUtlre  to  Canadian  Befogees,  410; 
relative  to  surgeons  in  the  Navy,  412;  relative  to  the 
deeease  of  WilUam  Lowndes,  490 ;  relative  to  the  boon- 
darj  Une  with  Great  Britain,  484;  relative  to  Western 
Armory,  488;  relative  to  the  suppression  of  publle  doc- 
uments,  429 ;  relative  to  crimes  on  the  high  seas,  442 ; 
on  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  4S5;  relative  to 
Spanish  Privateers,  481 ;  acknowledging  Grecian  Inde- 
pendonce,  480;  relative  to  Florida  land  titles,  480; 
on  pensions  to  Ikmllies  of  persons  killed  In  privateer 
service,  48T;  relaave  to  the  visit  of  Lafkyette,  492; 
on  decease  of  William  L.  Ball,  614;  on  expenses  and 
reibrma  in  the  Navy,  089;  respecting  the  mother  of 
Ck>nunodore  Perry,  694 ;  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to 
Greece,  684;  relative  to  a  naval  peace  establishment, 
609;  on  Inquiry  into  service  of  naval  offlcers,  699;  on 
grants  of  land  for  education,  609;  on  light-houses,  &&, 
on  Southern  shoals,  800;  on  European  combinations 
against  American  Spanish  States,  808;  on  trade  with 
the  Indiana,  607;  on  Miami  purchase,  60T;  relative 
to  Maison  Bouge's  land  dalm,  816;  respecting  read  in 
Michigan,  826;  relative  to  Lafliyette,  626 ;  respecting  a 
monument  to  Washington,  689;  respecting  European 
combinations,  650;  on  a  portrait  of  Washington,  898: 
respecting  money  in  the  hands  of  prize  agents,  TO2l 

J?M8rleMee  8if9ltm^  report  on,  178. 

iBeeeiMM,  collection  o^  see  IiuUa^  vol  S. 

JSeeeiMM  0uU€ra,—8M  IndM,  vol.  4. 

Be9oMiionary  Pentiont^  bill  considered^  200.    8m  Pen- 

JievcktUcneuy  Land  Warrant*^  bill  considered,  447. 

RsTNOixa,  Jajob  B.,  Bepresentative  firom  Tennessee,  698. 

BnXA,  JoHir,  Bepresentative  from  Tennessee,  8, 216;  877;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  i/ounial,  68, 66;  on  the  election 
of  President,  Ac,  114^  116;  reUtive  to  the  Indian  De- 
partment, 225;  on  the  Florida  Government,  294;  on  the 
military  peace  establishment,  882 ;  on  the  suppreesion 
of  public  documents,  440.    See  IfuUm^  vols.  8, 4^  6, 8. 

lOkode  Idandf  admission  of;  see  7fu2eca,  voL  1. 

BiOH,  Chaxlus,  Bepresentative  from  Yeimont,  6,  216, 418, 
602;  on  trade  with  the  Indians,  807.    See  Indeoo,  vols. 

BicBAXDt,  JoBK,  Bepresentative  IWmi  New  York,  692. 

SiGHAnDS,  Mask,  Bepresentattve  from  Yermont,  S,  See 
IndeaOt  voL  6w 

Bicmoxn,  Johathax,  Bepreeentattve  from  New  York,  8. 
See  /ndecn,  voL  6. 

BnroooLD,  SAinrxL,  Bepresentative  from  Maryland,  &  See 
Adea^  vols.  6, 6L 

Biw,  WxLUAH  0.,  Bepresentative  f^om  Yirglaia,  69&. 

Soade^  PML—See  Indeao,  voL  & 

Jioad  from  Mempkie  to  LUOe  Roek^—ln  the  House,  a  bill 
for  laying  out  and  making  considered,  608;  otijeot  to 
unite  the  two  bodies  of  settlen,  608 ;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading^  608;  no  part  of  the  road  passes  thivugh  Ten- 
nessee, 610;  save  more  than  ibur  hundred  miles  to  set- 
tlers, 610 ;  «u><e,  616 ;  appropriations  for  roads  by  Con- 
gress, 616;  bin  recommitted,  616;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  816;  bill  passed,  617;  mate,  617. 

From  Kew  Oriean*  to  iros^eOZe.— In  the  Senate,  a 
reioltttlon  relative  to,  olTered,  868;  dangers  of  the  mail 
route,  856 ;  the  mail  establishment  in  Louisiana  almost 
useless,  808;  constitutional  question  not  involved,  858 ; 
the  road  opened  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
806;  road  three  hundred  mOes  shorter  than  another, 

8oa 

iVom  OMo  to  JKEcM^Miw^In  the  House,  a  bin  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  408;  the  grounds  and  objects  of 


the  bill,  408 ;  amendments  made,  408 ;  enormous  charge 
of  transportation  lh>m  Ohio  to  Michigan,  414;  provision 
of  the  treaty,  414 ;  during  a  war  it  would  be  of  the  first 
importance  to  make  this  point  safo,  414;  a  reference  to 
every  treaty  with  the  Indians  for  twenty  years  would 
exhibit  provisions  for  roads  In  almost  every  direction, 
416;  this  bill  will  be  but  a  beginning,  and  once  enter 
the  wedge  and  you  will  not  get  clear  of  it  for  ten  yeaxa 
to  come,  410;  the  treasure  of  the  country  as  well  as  its 
blood  had  been  wasted  for  want  of  the  road,  416;  the 
land  was  conveyed  to  the  United  States  for  the  express 
purpose  of  making  the  road,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
ceded,  416;  one  of  the  most  vulnerable  p<^ts  of  our 
country  is  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  415;  Ohio  has  ex- 
pressed her  willingness  to  take  upon  herself  the  expense 
and  trouble  of  making  the  road,  418;  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view  the  House  cannot  err  in  passing  this  bill, 
416 ;  the  exposure  of  Michigan,  416;  ought  Michigan  to 
be  expected  to  make  this  road?  417;  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  417;  resolution  relative  to,  606. 

/ft  jnoHda.'-Jn  the  House,  the  bill  relative  to,  con- 
sidered, 610;  a  measure  imperiously  denumded  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  610;  open  a  fer- 
tile tract  between  two  seats  of  population,  611;  moved 
to  strike  out  so  much  as  provides  for  the  employment 
of  the  United  States  troops,  611 ;  no  substitute  proposed, 
611 ;  how  can  the  troops  be  better  emplqyed?  611 ;  dan- 
gers from  the  climate,  611 ;  the  mind  of  the  nation  made 
up  to  the  propriety  of  employing  the  troops,  612;  their 
employment  might  be  confined  to  certain  months  of  the 
year,  812;  the  danger  Is  visionary,  612;  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  618. 
Boads  and  OanaU^  eunesft  >br.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to 
provide  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,  con- 
sidered, 660 ;  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  be  taken  as  a 
recognition  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads 
and  canals,  568;  such  measures  should  be  pursued  as 
would  tend  to  produce  a  more  intimate  connection  be- 
tween the  Atianilc  SUtes  and  the  Mississippi  valley, 
666;  proviso  moved,  that  previous  to  any  survey  the 
consent  of  the  State  ahonld  be  obtained,  066 ;  lost,  066; 
other  amendments  offered,  066;  postponement  movo<l 
and  lost,  066 ;  bOI  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  086^ 

In  the  JSToussi— The  bDl  for  considered,  687 ;  the  oon- 
Btitntiottal  right,  827;  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
828 ;  the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  Justi^  a  large  expendi- 
ture on  great  national  objects,  888;  this  measure  not 
calcuUted  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  ques- 
tion of  intemsl  improvements  828 ;  the  House  cannot 
fUriy  approve  this  bill  unless  Ay  assent  to  the  general 
power,  828 ;  what  does  the  bill  proposer  888 ;  if  the  ul- 
terior measure  for  which  this  information  is  sought  is 
unconstitutional.  Congress  is  not  warranted  to  take  the 
preparatory  steps,  681;  the  constitntlonal  question  ex- 
amined, 681 ,  if  no  consent  is  required  flmn  the  States, 
it  must  be  because  the  power  is  granted  In  the  oonstita- 
tion,  681 ;  another  view  of  the  constitution  as  a  whole, 
882;  the  case  of  precedents,  682. 

The  constitutional  right  and  expediency  of  appropila- 
tions  fbr  internal  improvements  are  too  obvious  and  ir- 
resistible to  need  UlnstFBtion,  688;  the  constttuttonsl 
point  examined,  688, 884;  a  dUforence  of  opinion  existed 
for  years  between  the  executive  and  legldative  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  on  this  suliject,  684 ;  it  is  said 
that  powers  of  a  municipal  character  belong  to  the 
States,  snd  those  relating  to  external  aflUrs  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  680;  hence  it  Is  Inferred  that  all  in- 
ternal improvements  belong  to  the  States,  680;  several 
soarees  of  power  disclaimed,  688;  Hbre  is  no  specific 
grant  in  the  constitution  of  the  po^  of  appropriation, 
nor  was  such  xequiiite,  688;  the  extent  of  Government 
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improTementa  in  the  Wosti  687;  what  has  thia  OoTern> 
.  ment  done  on  the  great  aubject  of  internal  improTe- 
menta? 688;  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  ciUaae 
lost,  688;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  688 ;  copy  of  the 
bill,  689;  ordered  to  third  reading,  666u 

BoBXBXBOir,  QioBGa,  Sepresentative  2h>m  Kentackj,  8;  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Jooinal,  68,  67 ;  on  the  South 
American  Provinces,  96,99.    Sm  IruUoo,  toL  & 

BooBXBTBS,  WiLUAM  B.,  Bepresentatire  ttom.  New  York, 
S16,  877. 

BoDinET,  CosAB  AirovftTva,  Senator  firom  BeUware,  15i, 
216, 848 ;  relattve  to  Louisiana  land  tities,  160 ;  on  stop- 
ping  pay  to  certain  ofSboers,  197;  on  the  suppreasion  of 
piracy,  857 ;  resigna  his  seat,  888 ;  appointed  Minister  to 
BQenosAyTea,860. 

BoDHXT,  Dahixl,  BepresentatlTe  from  Delaware,  877. 

BooxBS,  Thovas  J.,  BepresentatlTe  from  FennsylTania,  8, 
316,877,688.    ^m /fM2s(B,  toL  6. 

Boas,  BoBBBT  B.,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  608. 

Boss,  T&0MA8  B.,  BepreeenUtiTe  trom  Ohio,  8,  816,  877, 
608 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  66, 67.  Bee  In- 
deB^YoLt. 

Souge  MaUont  the  daim  ot,  189. 

BvooLB,  Bbb/ajok,  Senator  ftt>m  Ohio,  187,  848, 466;  on 
Tirglnift  Land  Warrants,  166 ;  on  the  petition  of  Bebeo- 
ca  Hodgson,  160 ;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188 ;  on  striking 
out  the  daty  on  hemp,  678.    See  Ind^ao,  toL  & 

Bva«LB8,  Ghablbs  H^  BepresentatlTe  firom  New  York, 

m. 

Jlu2s«,  motion  to  amend,  14S. 

Bubs,  Johh,  BepresentatlTe  from  Connecticut,  8,  828, 877. 

See  Indeaa,  toL  & 
BmasLL,  JovATHAir,  BepreaentatlTe  fhnn  Massachnsetts, 

816, 877 ;  reports  on  South  American  Independence,  887. 
Sueeian  Claims  on  the  North  West  coaat,  resolation  on, 

840 ;  considered,  868 ;  message  on,  884. 
Btlaitd,  Bbt.  Wxuja]!,  elected  chaplain  of  the  Senate,  141 


SaU  JhOy  and  FUMftg  S<mnty,-See  /ncfaaa,  toL  fi,  IhOiee 
om  Jmportim 

BAVWBBa,  BoxvLVt  M.,  BepresentatlTe  from  North  Caro- 
lina, 816, 877, 608;  on  chargea  against  Judge Talt,  411 ; 
on  the  suppression  of  public  documents,  489. 

SAnoBD,  Jambb  T.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tennessee,  608. 

Sawannah^  reU^qf.—See  Indem»  toL  8. 

Bawtbb,  Lbmvbl,  BepresentatlTe  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
816,418;  on  the  p^Mwed  adjournment,  868;  on  Mix*s 
contract  for  stone,  887.    See  Indeeo^  toIs.  8, 4,  & 

SoRiBrrLar  A  Sov,  petltioB  oi;  706. 

Scott,  Joen,  Delegate  from  Missouri,  8, 816, 877, 608.  See 
Indea^  toIs.  6,  & 

iStamcfi,  pratecUan  qf.—See  Inden,  to1s..8;  4. 

Seatnen^Jbreiffn  fnere^allU.•^8ee  /imIm,  toL  6L 

SeatqfOoeemmeiU.-'See  Indeed,  toIs.  1, 8, 8, 5. 

Secret  Proeeedingt,  pulfUoaHom  ^.^-See  Indeao^  toL  4 

SedUUm  law  qf  179&— &«  Index,  Tola.  4,  6;  and  Indeu, 
ToL  8,  I>efBn9tve  Meatwree  and  SediUoue  PraeHoee. 

Seminole  War.^See  Index,  toL  6. 

SenaU,  oouTenes  at  1st  session  of '17th  Congress^  187;  ad- 
journs at  close  fif  1st  session  of  17th  Congress,  810 ;  con- 
Tenes  at  2d  session  of  17th  Congress,  848;  adjourns  8d 
aeaalon  of  17th  Congress,  876;  couTenos  at  1st  session  of 
18th  Congress,  466 ;  adjourns  at  dose  of  Ist  session  of 
18th  Congress,  600. 

Soobaxt,  Jomr,  BepresentattTO  firom  PeonsylTanla,  8, 816, 
417;  balloted  %t  as  Speaker,  4;  on  the  Missouri  Con- 
•titatlon,  17;%  the  position  of  Missouri,  68, 69;  on  the 


South  American  ProTincea,  96 ;  relatiTe  to  O*  b«k- 
rupt  UwB, 284;  on  the  bankrupt  bill, 888;.  AaJWs^ 
Tola.  6^  6. 

Sbitlb,  Thomas,  BepreaentattTC  from  North  Osroliia,  m. 
See  Index,  toL  & 

Sbtmoub,  Hobatio,  Senator  from  Tcnnont,  187, 818, 4& 

Sbaxvoiv,  Obobob,  caae  c^  180. 

SsABPB,  Pbtbb,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  618;  m 
roads  in  Florida,  618. 

Sbawb,  Hbxbt,  BepresentatlTe  from  Massafthnactta,  S. 

SiBLBT,  JoHAS,  BeprescntatiTC  from  Msasachusetlii,  S9L 

SzBLBT,  SoxAMOH,  Delegate  from  Michigan,  816,  S70;  m 
American  captlTSs  among  the  IndiaaSk  879;  om.  ft* 
road  from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  414,  417. 

SzLSBBB,  Nateabibl,  BeprescutatiTe  from  ; 
9;  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties^  601 
T0L6L 

SiMKiHB,  Ki.PBBi»,  BeprescutatiTe  from  South  CnallBa,!. 
See  Index,  toL  6. 

Slavea,  action  <^  Indiana.—See  Index,  toL  4;  do.  IkfeH 
ed,  eee  Mdex,  toL  & 

Slavee,  FugiUve.—lii  the  House, »  bin  to  pvorMate  te 
surrsnder  of  persons  held  to  Isbor  on  tfadr  escape.  8N; 
power  shoul4  be  limited  to  Judges  of  Ooozts  cf  Beeovi, 
896;  loss  of  some  districts  by  mnawayB,  806;  mrnni. 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  cIbusc,  896;  does  the  bill  cm- 
tain  any  necessary  pro?lsions  beyond  those  already  a- 
isting?  896;  oonmiittee  rise,  897;  motion  to  strike  ett 
the  euBcting  dBuse  moTcd  and  carried,  808 ;  bdJl  x«|Mtti<, 
817.  See  Index,  toIs.  6^  6.  Da  ImportaMom  ^  em 
Index,  ToL  6;  and  Index  toI.  8,  DuHse  an  Imporia.  Da, 
IndemnUy  far,  eee  Index,  tcL  6L  JOffraUan  et,  m 
Index,Y0l6.  PeMlfons, ass iiidea^ toIs.  1, 8; 4, & 

iSZovs  DradeandjananeipaOan^-ln  the  Houae,  leaolafiMa 
offered  relatlTe  to,  188;  they  may  be  the  mcaas  et 
dosing  forsTer  the  growing  controTersy  between  th» 
North  and  South,  188 ;  Atc  hundred  mUlioBa  cf  aoasif 
land  contemplated  to  be  dcTOted  aa  »  frind  ftr  emaad- 
patton,  188;  practical  operation  of  thIa  flud«188;  tfae 
original  plan  of  Las  Casaa,  188;  nate^  188;  the  lesaia- 
tions,  188 ;  laid  on  the  table,  18a 

SuppreeeUm  qf.-^ln  the  Houae,  a  resolutloii  Jthtiii 
to  opening  negotiations  with  Bnropean  GoTcnmfBli 
respecting  the  effectual  abolitloB  cf  the  BluTe  Tiiie. 
456 ;  this  commerce  has  been  declared  the  dlsgisee  U 
Burope  and  the  scourge  of  Africa,  466;  the< 
of  the  United  States  prohibited  it  ss  soon  aa  It  s 
constitutional  power  to  do  so,  456;  unqueatiooahle  eri- 
dence  of  the  deplorable  extent  to  which  those  hunJMi 
cargoes  are  smuggled  Into  the  Southern  States  454;  the 
United  States  cannot  be  Insensible  of  the  danger  «f  la- 
undatlng  with  new  floods  of  black  populattcn  Jthdr 
territory,  467 ;  all  means  hitherto  employed  huTe  ftaii 
467 ;  the  remedy  proposed,  467 ;  let  thla  slavn  trade  bt 
denounced  as  piracy  under  the  law  of  .natloa^  497; 
technical  objections  haTC  been  urged  against  the  ksd 
accuracy  of  the  application  of  the  term  piracy,  4B7 :  it  h 
nothing  on  the  high  seas  without  a  lawftd  ijwmiilnfcwi 
from  any  authority,  467;  the  present  period  is  meti 
auspicious  Ibr  the  success  of  the  experiment  iiiisa 
mended,  457;  amendment  offered  **that  we  agree  te  a 
qualified  right  of  search,"*  460 ;  eighty  thousand  AftieaBB 
are  annually  Tietimiaed  to  bondage,  460:  extacts  fi«a 
the  Edinburgh  BctIcw,  460;  amendment  T^)ected,  430; 
resolution  sgreed  to,  460.    See  Index,  toL  8.. 

Slave  Tr€^  in  the  Dietriat  </  admnbta.—See  Aim. 
T0L6. 

SLaeeiry,  re/eoMione  reUMme  ta,innmB  Statee^^-SeeMdm 
Tols.  8  and  6;  and  Index,  toL  8,  TerrUoriea. 

Slave  Drade,  JJHcan^'—See  Index^  toL  4. 
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8i4>A]r,  JoHK,  SepreBentsfclT*  from  Ohio,  8,  910,  STT,  0M. 
See  Indea^  toL  & 

Sloouv,  Jbsi,  RepTMentatlTe  from  Nortli  CaroUiiA,  8;  de- 
eesMo^Sl.    iSM/ndeEB^ToLd 

Sloope  </  ITar.—In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  build- 
ing of  an  additional  number  of  aloope  of  war  considered, 
491;  this  olaas  of  the  greatest  use  both  in  peace  and  war, 
491 ;  by  paaslng  this  act  Congreea  would  only  restore  the 
former  number  of  sloops  of  war,  481 ;  the  nayy  about  to 
be  increased  beyond  what  dreiimatances  require,  491 ; 
letter  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Nary  read,  491 ;  rogaid 
should  be  had  to  the  finances  of  the  oountiy,  498 ;  post- 
poned, 498;  ftirther  debate,  494;  question  on  flUing  the 
blank  for  the  appropriation,  with  848S^00O  annually  for 
two  years,  504;  in  1616  a  million  dollars  was  appropri- 
ated, 505 ;  is  the  increase  of  the  nayy  less  desirable  than 
aft  that  time  ?  505;  objections  which  have  been  urged,  605 ; 
the  history  of  nations  will  show  that  their  freedom  had 
done  more  towards  their  success  than  any  thing  else, 
608;  how  long  we  shall  continue  a  conunercial  nation 
we  cannot  tell,  508:  it  is  said  that  our  extensiye  sea- 
coasts  require  a  navy,  606;  no  navy  can  supersede  the 
necessity  of  an  army,  507 ;  economy  has  been  spoken  of 
every  year,  yet  every  year  we  spend  more  and  mora, 
507 ;  the  only  objection  seems  to  be  to  the  amount  of 
*  the  appropriation,  507;  no  necessity  for  building  so 
many  vessels  immediately,  607 ;  amount  reduced,  608; 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  50a 

Bmrn,  AxTHim,  Bepresentative  fit»m  Virginia,  818, 877, 598. 

Sxim,  Ballard,  Bepresentative  from  Ylxglnia,  Z,  See  In- 
dea^  vols.  6,  6. 

Sioni,  BnuTAnn,  Bepresentative  from  New  Jersey,  8.  Bee 
IndeXf  voL  9» 

BiOTB,  Jajos  B.,  BepresentatlTe  from  North  Carolina,  8. 
S«e  Indim^  vol.  t. 

SmUh^  JoAn^  tAe  eaee  of.—See  IndeBo^  voL  9. 

Bmitb,  Jomr  Spbd,  Bepresentative  from  Kentucky,  816, 
87a 

Bjcns,  SAicnxL,  Bepresentative  iW>m  Maryland,  8, 816, 877; 
balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4 ;  on  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  duties,  58 ;  on  the  smeudment  of  the  Journal,  82 ;  on 
the  appropriation  relative  to  MiasouTl,  98,  98;  on  the 
South  American  Provinces,  98 ;  on  expenditure  of  the 
Indian  Department,  239,  880;  on  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  844, 885 ;  on  mUltory  !q>proprlatlons,  868, 855, 856, 
88S,  886;  on  the  appropriation  for  a  Minister  to  Portu- 
gal, 888,  828;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  824;  Senator 
from  Maryland,  856,  465 ;  resigns  his  seat  in  the  House, 
889;  on  building  sloops  of  war,  498,  494;  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  519,  58t  See  Indeao^  vols.  8, 
«,4,^6. 

Binni,  William,  Senator  from  Bouth  OaroUna,  187, 848;  on 
the  a4)oumment  of  the  session,  169, 170;  on  the  Indian 
trade,  188.    iSM  JfufsoB,  vols.  6, 6. 

Bmrb,  William,  Bepresentative  from  Virginia,  816, 878, 60S. 

Small  Armed  Veeeele.—See  Jndtoi,  vol  6. 

Bmttii,  ALSzAXDn,  Bepresentative  fi^m  Viiginla,  8, 816, 
877, 588;  un  the  Missouri  (Constitution^  89;  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  889;  on  military  appropriations,  886;  on  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  886 ;  en  the  suppression  of  public 
documents,  487;  on  the  Oreek  cause,  669.  ^5^  Indea^ 
T0L6. 

Soldiera  </  the  BewhOiofK—See  Indea^  vols.  8, 6w 

BoimLARD,  HEintT,  Bepresentative  fit»m  New  Jersey,  4;  on 
bank  notes  In  payment  of  duties,  68.  See  /im2«,  vols,  8, 
«,4,^6w 

BouTBASD,  Bamvxl  II,  Bcuator  ttom  New  Jersey,  187, 868. 

Bpai«bt,  Biohabd  D.,  Bepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
598. 

JSpain^  BaUJteaiionqf  the  jyeaty  0/ 1819  wia,lM, 

South  Ameriocm  Sta*ee,-~lR  the  House,  a  resolution  to  ap- 


propriate an  outfit  for  a  Minister  to  any  independent 
Bouth  American  State,  98 ;  the  adoption  of  the  propo- 
sition inexpedient  at  this  time,  98 ;  recognition  of  South 
American  Independence  urged,  98 ;  resolution  lost,  94.  • 

Besolutlon  of  sympathy  in  their  struggle  and  relative 
to  a  recognition  of  their  independence  oifered,  95;  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  made  and  lost,  95 ;  it  proposes  to 
make  needless  professions,  96;  on  encroachment  on  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  96;  it  is  a  fkir  exercise  of  the 
undoubted  rights  of  the  House,  96;  the  resolution  su- 
pererogatory, If  not  of  injurious  tendency,  96;  indefinite 
postponement  moved,  96 ;  true  policy  of  the  countzy  to 
stand  aloof  fit>m  this  conflict  ss  the  powers  of  Europe 
more  deeply  interested  had  done,  96;  we  should  not 
hesitate  to  throw  our  weight  in  the  scale  of  liberty,  96 ; 
doubtful  if  a  President  could  recognize  the  independenoe 
of  a  foreign  power  without  the  consent  of  this  House, 
96 ;  the  relative  situation  of  Spain  and  her  colonies  is 
now  difl'erent  from  what  it  was  two  or  three  yean  ago^ 
97 ;  If  any  thing  was  done  on  this  subject  it  should  be  by 
all  branches  of  the  Government,  97 ;  farther  debate,  98  { 
resolution  agreed  to,  99 ;  report  of  the  conunittee  ap- 
pointed to  present  to  the  President  the  resolution  relft- 
ttveto  the  South  American  Bepnblics,  184;  message 
from  the  President  relative  to  the  Bouth  Americaa 
Btates,  171 ;  message  relative  to,  875 ;  report  fh>m  Secre- 
tary of  State,  87& 

In  ^e  Senate.^ A  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expense  of  missions  to  the  independent  nations  of 
the  American  continent  considered,  804;  amendment 
moved  and  lost,  205;  amendment  moved  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  not  appoint  any  minister,  but  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  805 ;  provided  for  by  the 
constitution,  806;  the  H>pQlntment  can  be  made  in  the 
recess,  905 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  905. 

In  the  ^ovss.— Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
AfflilTS  relative  to  the  independence  of  the  Bouth  Amer- 
ican l^rovinces,  8S7;  report  of  the  committee  in  ikvor 
of  recognizing  the  independenoe  of  South  Americaa 
Governments  considered,  297;  a  great  political  event 
Just  struggling  into  birth,  297;  sll  the  Spanish  nations 
of  America  are  free,  298 ;  the  nations  of  America  had 
suifered  more  from  the  severity  of  commeroisl  Interdio- 
tions  and  colonial  monopoly  than  they  had  from  the 
cruelty  of  arbitrary  power,  298;  what  Is  the  AmericsM 
system  ?  298 ;  it  is  free  government  and  free  trade^  299 ; 
the  great  interests  of  the  West  India  Islands  are  In  uni- 
son with  the  interests  of  the  continent,  299;  no  reason 
for  delay,  if  we  consider  this  suliject  in  reference  to  our- 
selves and  our  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  899;  some 
hold  that  nations  wiose  political  opinions  snd  prindplee 
have  been  formed  in  the  school  of  despotism  must  un- 
dergo long  probationary  periods,  800 ;  it  was  the  will  of 
Providence  that  this  continent  should  be  the  arena  of 
successive  revolutions,  800;  if  experience  and  long  suf- 
Ibring  can  create  the  fiMsulties  of  self-government,  then 
the  people  of  America  are  prepared  to  manage  their  own 
airalrs,801. 

If  ever  there  was  an  occasion  that  Justified  a  revolu- 
tion, this  was  one,  801 ;  the  eyes  of  a  Jealous  and  suspl- 
dous  Government  constantly  watched  the  Industry  of 
the  colonist,  801 ;  the  policy  of  Spain  repressed  the  ad^ 
yancement  of  knowledge  in  her  colonlea,  802 ;  oppress 
slon  did  not  fidl  equally  upon  all,  802 ;  Buenos  Ayres  has 
triumphed  over  the  repeated  and  formidable  eflbrts  of 
the  mother  country,  802;  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  re- 
cover her  possession  of  these  countries,  808 ;  resources 
of  those  States,  808 ;  some  have  supposed  their  indepen- 
dence would  injure  the  United  States,  804;  no  measure 
short  of  a  Aill  recognition  of  unconditional  independenoe 
oould  have  the  eifeotai  804 ;  report  agreed  to»805 ;  lettet 
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to  th«  Speaker,  800;  motfon  to  enter  on  the  Joanul 
kiet,  809 ;  moyed  to  leoonslder  the  rote,  819;  •  danger- 
ous precedent,  819;  caxrled,  819;  deelaration  of  the 
member,  820. 

Seeolntlon  of  Inqniry  relatlTe  to  the  determination  of 
Snropean  CK>yeraments  to  aasist  Spain  to  reooyer  her 
eoloniea,  604;  character  of  the  Proaldenra  Message,  005; 
Impressions  of  the  President,  606;  resolatlon  agreed  to, 
OOfi.    B«6  Indw,  ToL  6,  Spanish  Ameriean  Colon4s8, 

Bpabxb,  Jaesd,  elected  Chaplain  of  the  House,  818. 

^Mefe  PaytMwU.—SM  Indsao^  toL  5. 

apseUt  IrantpariaUon  cfinpubUc  cssseb.— In  the  Senate, 
a  bill  req)ectlng  the  transportation  of  specie,  h^  in  pnb- 
Ho  Teasels,  considered,  515;  origin  of  the  permission, 
015;  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  515;  this  billregn- 
latea  the  maxlmnm  of  freight,  615 ;  Itirther  remarks, 
016;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  516^ 

flmoa,  Jomr  8.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Maryland,  008w 

SraroBB,  Buf  AH,  Bepresentattye  fivm  Kew  York,  216, 
888. 

Btaxs vn,  Jamsb,  Bepresentattye  from  Tennessee,  598. 

BUiU  3akmiOt$.—S66  Indsm,  yoL  9^ 

BrAuasiOK,  Bey.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  4T2. 

OrAVttHTOH,  William,  elected  Chaplain  to  the  House,  699. 

Br,  Olaib,  General,  petttton  of  the  daughter  of;  598. 

M,  JDomtnffOt  messsge  on  the  political  and  oonunerdal  state 
oi;8n.   iSee /iMtaSk  yoL  8l 

•nrHnraoN,  Jamsb,  Bepresentattye  ftwn  Virginia,  877,502. 

§nDUUDi«)  Ambsl,  Bepresentattye  from  Connecttcnt,  877, 508. 

Brsnuiro,  Mioab,  Bepresentattye  from  New  York,  877 ;  on 
the  snppieasion  of  public  documents,  481, 489. 

•nwABT,  Ahdbsw,  Bepresentattye  from  Penns7lyania,816, 
8T8, 598;  on  transacttons  in  Florida,  860;  on  the  appro- 
piiatton  bin,  895;  on  internal  Improyements,  447. 

SnymfS,  Jamib,  Bepresentattye  ttom  Connecttcnt,  8;  on 
the  South  American  Proyinoes,  97.    Ses  IndM^  yoL  t. 

SraymiBoir,  Ahdekw,  Bepresentattye  from  Ylxglnla,  216, 
877, 608;  on  the  Indian  Department,  281 ;  on  relief  of 
Sarah  Perrj,  628 ;  on  the  decease  of  W.  K  Ball,  674 

5l0Ote,  exchange  o^  bill  considered,  886^ 

Btobsasd,  SBimnn,  Bepresentattye  firom  Connecttcnt, 
8n,002L 

SMnas,  MoinroxT,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  187, 856. 

Bhppagt  f^pay  to  d^/ltuU&n,  debate  on,  198. 

Orous,  HmmT  &,  Bepresentattye  from  New  York,  8, 598; 
en  the  Missouri  Constttutton,  24 ;  on  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  duttes,  61;  on  the  resolutton  relattye  to  Mis- 
souri, 60;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Journal,  67, 68; 
relatlye  to  Missouri,  86 ;  on  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
106;  on  the  esse  of  Mr.  Bailey,  692.    JSe*  Ind0a,  rol  ^ 

•nnar,  Basdall  S.,  Bepresentattye  from  New  Yoik,  8. 
iSse  IndsB^  yoL  €1 

Snoira,  Jaioh,  Bepresentattye  from  New  York,  8,  698. 
See  Jndem^  yoL  6. 

Snoiro,  WiLLZAjK,  Bepresentattye  fttmiYermont,  8;  on  the 
Missouri  Constttutton,  81.    ifiM  JiMtas,  yoL  6w 

SudbtMif  i^ataUt.-'^ee  Indsao,  yoL  8. 

St^hrmv  <»  War.—See  IndM^  yol.  6w 

aitgar.—Bt€  Indv^  yols.  5  and  7,  IhM«9  <m  Imports, 

Simday  Jfolis.— In  the  House,  a  resolutton  of  inquixy  into 
the  expediency  of  preyenttng  the  carriage  of  the  malls 
on  Sunday,  269 ;  House  reftised  to  consider  It,  269.  8m 
JndMt  yoL  5. 

Bupprtmion  ^PubUeDoeumenti.—LettBT  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  468 ;  report  on  the,  454.  8es  JHtbUo 
Docmnenta. 

am^Sfors  Oontral,  bill  relattye  to,  821 

SwAX,  Saxvxl,  Bepresentattye  from  New  Jersey,  816, 877, 
602L 

BwnAxmoxif,  Thoxas  Y.,  Bepresentattye  from  Yirglnia,  8, 
S16w   iSM /<Mt«B,  yoL  6^  VomBwsaHingmk 


Stmmm,  Josnr  Clbw,  petittoB  oi;  in ;  thoosy,  psIiCta  n- 


Tait,  Judge,  ehargss  agalmth-la.  the  Hoa0^  *  tetfew  pf»> 
sented  preferring  dhargea  against  Ghailes  Tsit,  Judge  in 
Alabama,  411;  papen  should  be  referred  to  the  Cem- 
mlttee  on  the  Judidary  before  printing,  411 ;  a  rimUar 
communicatton  was  presented  at  the  last  session,  and 
the  writer  was  regarded  as  a  madman,  411 ;  inqufzy  w8l 
nsnit  in  a  dear  acqulttalof  the  judge,  411 ;  the  anthar  if 
the  memorial,  411 ;  nothing  in  the  petttton  or  doenmcnts 
to  induce  the  committee  to  Inyesttgate  th*  «ase,  4IS; 
referred,  419;  report  of  oommltte^  4S9l 

Talbot,  Isham,  Senator  fitvm  Kentucky,  188^  SI8^  480;  en  a 
drawback  on  cordage,  191 ;  on  striking  cot  the  Asly  sn 
hemp,  571.    jSm /fMtan,  yolSL  5, 6. 

TAnrALL,  EnwAXD  F.,  Bepresentatiye  ftvm  Ctootgfa,  814, 
877 ;  on  the  agreement  between  Georgia  and  tk«  UMled 
States,  891 ;  on  the  suppression  of  pubUe  dofwnfutt, 
488. 

TkMTiff^  report  on  the  efltet  o(  fAL-^SeoIhMMomlmpmU. 

Taxx,  CHxavzAK,  Bepresentattye  from  PauMylymBia,  4 
iSM  i^Mtan,  yoL  6w 

Tamss  JHreot^-^Sse  IndM,  yols.  9,6, 6.  Do.  War.— 8m  h^ 
do^  yoL  6l 

Tatlob,  Jomr,  Senator  from  Yiiglnia,  848, 50T;  on  awfil 
ments  to  the  oonstttntton,  688, 687;  on  daimn  agalBit 
the  United  Statea,  660;  on  striking  out  the  duty  en  ha^^ 
070 ;  on  the  duty  on  eottons,  574 

Tatlob,  John  W.,  Bepresentattye  from  New  Yoik,  i^  814 
877, 598 ;  balloted  for  as  Speaker,  4;  elected  SpeaksK,  6; 
speech,  5;  address  on  the  yote  of  thanka,  18) ;  en  the 
suppression  of  plmcy,  885;  on  the  decease  oC  WIlUiB 
Lowndes,  480;  on  costs  in  suits  by  patenteea,  607;  <• 
contingendes,  700.— iSm  J^Mteoa,  yols.  6, 4 

Tatlob,  Williaii,  Senator  from  Indiana,  187, 818, 484 

Txif  Etok,  Eobbbt,  Bepresentattye  fitnn  New  Ycik,  881 

Tsnnessss,  admission  q/i-^Ses  Indsm,  yoL  1. 

TgrrUorial  Oo9emmsiU»,Sss  Indse^  yoL  4 

TuTHoriss,—8ss  lndsa\  yols.  1, 9, 8,4, 4 

Tbbt,  Jomr,  Bepresentattye  from  Indiana,  C92L 

Thomas,  Jbsbb  B.,  Senator  from  Illinois,  187, 888, 40. 

Trohp&oh,  Pmup,  Bepresentattye  from  Kentncky,  081 

Tbohpsoh,  Shith,  letter  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  884 

Thoxpsok,  Wxlst,  Bepresentattye  from  Georgia,  Sll;  8IT. 
692. 

'nOs  <tfPrssidsmi.'-8ss  Jhdsao^  yoL  1. 

Tod,  John,  Bepresentattye  fi^m  Pem^yfyania,  916^  SIT,  M: 
on  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department,  988 ;  on  the 
tariifblll,  666, 781 ;  on  the  duty  on  wooUen^  675, 6T48I9; 
on  the  dnty  on  tallow,  698 ;  on  Iron,  784 

ToMUNSON,  Gxdbon,  Bepresentattye  lW>m  Connaeiieut,  4 
81fi,877,608;  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  TUrtMs, 
100;  on  the  duty  on  molasses,  704    Sso  Jndsm^  roL  4 

ToMPKiNB,  Calxb,  Bepresentattye  ftt>m  New  York,  4 

ToxpHim,  Danibl  D.,  preddes  in  the  Senate,  144, 848;  let- 
ter to  the  Senate,  166;  bill  for  the  relief  oi;  474 

Aeoounts  qf.'-ln  the  Honae,  e  bill  ^yproprisMig  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  oi,  686;  moved  ts 
strike  out  the  enacting  dause,  596 ;  report  of  laat  sesdea, 
596 ;  must  be  conylnoed  that  the  money  Is  due,  698 ;  law 
of  the  last  sesdon  directtng  the  accounts  to  be  a^lnslei 
on  the  prindples  of  jnsttce  and  equity,  688 ;  they  haft 
been  scmttnlsed  by  the  accounting  oiBeer,  698;  tt» 
amount  is  dearly  due  by  the  deddon  of  all  bianehss  sf 
the  Qoyernment,  507;  this  is  not  the  ease  <^aa  indl- 
yidud  addng  of  the  House  a  gratuity,  or  an  uuanthnriarf 
allowance,  but  asking  to  do  what  Congrees  was  pM^^A 
to  do,  607 ;  the  act  of  last  searion,  897 ;  if  the  eUaimt 
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w«re  the  most  obscnre  penon  in  aodetj  the  Houm  b 
bonnd  to  pus  the  bill,  508;  »  dangeroiu  entering  wedge, 
fl08;  the  aocoants  had  been  credited,  but  there  was  no 
Appropriation  to  pay  them,  606 ;  motion  to  strike  oat  the 
enacting  cUnse  lost,  699;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
699;  message  on  the  acoonnts  o^  704;  report  on  the 
daim  of,  T69 ;  claim  of;  769. 

7brp6do  EaBp0rimenU,—S»B  Indto^  toL  4 

TsAOT,  Albsbt  H.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  New  York,  8,  SIC, 
977, 699;  on  the  election  of  President,  Acl,  116;  on  the 
soppreasion  of  piracy,  S46;  on  military  appropriations, 
886;  on  the  sappreasion  of  public  doonments,  489;  on 
the  dnty  on  wo<dlens,  876.— ^SEm  j&xfM,  toL  8. 

TVsoMm  and  SediUon  d^fiiMd.Se6  Indea^  toL  9. 

TVeosem,  jnmUfymwiU  <^.—866  Jndtm,  toI.  6. 

Tr^atury  IfoUt^—Su  Indsatf  toL  5. 

TY&amry,  report  of  the  Secretary  of;  9,  71, 218, 408,  809. 

7¥sMury.'-J3e6  IiyUa^  yols.  1  and  6. 

jyeaiy  toUh  Cfrmi  BrUa4n,—8es  Indea\  toL  L 

Trtaty-maMng  Powtr.-SM  IndetOf  yols.  1  and  6. 

TV'saly  vUh  Spain.— 8e4  Jndea^  voL  & 

TsxMBLa,  Datid,  Bepresentatiye  ttom  Kentucky,  8, 818, 877, 
698;  on  bank  notea  in  payment  of  dutiesi  68;  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Jonmal,  84;  on  the  appropriation  re- 
lative to  Miaaonrl,  98;  on  the  election  of  President  and 
Yice-President,  118 ;  relative  to  the  suppression  of  pi- 
racy, 246, 889 ;  on  mllitaxy  appropriations,  256 ;  on  trans- 
actions in  Florida,  858 ;  on  the  South  American  Govern- 
ments, 897 ;  on  decisions  of  Supreme  Ck>art,  698 ;  on  the 
acoonnts  of  Tompkins,  698 ;  on  roads  in  Florida,  618 ;  on 
'  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Bock,  616 ;  on  a  monu- 
ment to  Washington,  641.    See  JndM,  vol.  t. 

TsuBLi^  William  A^  Senator  firom  Ohio  144;  decease  oi; 
880. 

TnuxBirLL's  Paintings,  resolution  relative  to,  298, 817. 

TucKBB,  Obobob,  Bepresentative  fVom  Virginia,  8, 218,  877, 
682;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  818;  on  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  Columbia  Biver,  404 ;  on  the  claim  of 
Beaumarehais,  606.    See  Indeoo^  voL  6. 

TiroKBB,  Stbbliko,  Bepresentative  from  Ohio,  8, 818,  877, 
692 ;  on  postponing  the  tariff  bill,  760.  See  Indeas, 
voL6. 

Two  Thirds  Vote.--See  Index,  voL  8. 

Ttlbb,  Johv,  BepresenUtive  fIrom  Yirglnla,  7;  relative  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  90 ;  on  the  appropriation  rel- 
ative to  Missouri,  98 ;  on  the  South  American  Prov- 
inces, 96b 

Trsoir,  Jacob,  Bepresentative  lh>m  New  York,  692. 


Udkbb,  Davibl,  Bepresentative  from  Pennaylvanla,  81, 692. 
DiUan,  dissolution  oi;  $ee  Indeaa,  voL  4 
Uheettled  bakmce.—See  Jndeaa,  voL  6. 
UriiAK,  Nathajobl,  Bepresentative  horn  New  Hampshire, 
8,910^877.    ^8m /«u2«|  vol.  6. 


VaeeinaUon.—In  the  House,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Na- 
tional Yacdne  Institution,  on  its  passage,  8;  recommit- 
ment moved,  in  order  to  locate  it  in  the  District  of  Co< 
Inmbia,  8;  power  of  Congress  to  establish  corporations 
over  the  country  doubted,  8;  no  unconsUtutionsl  feature 
in  the  bill,  8;  object  innocent  and  laudable,  8;  object  to 
establish  an  institution  by  subscription,  whence  should 
Issue  vaccine  matter  to  the  towns  and  counties  which 
subscribe,  8 ;  these  subscriptions  now  in  an  sgent's  hand, 
and  the  object  to  place  them  where  they  will  be  eafiB,  8 ; 


unnecesaaiy  to  limit  by  words  In  the  bill  what  is  already 
limited  by  the  constitution,  8;  the  question  of  the  power 
of  Congress  within  and  without  the  District,  8;  if  the 
bill  is  recommitted  it  will  drop  for  the  T«st  of  the  ses- 
sion, 9;  bill  passed,  9;  vote  on  in  the  Senate,  208;  let- 
ter fit>m  the  agent,  244;  report  on,  268,  676. 

Yak  Bitbbn,  Maxtik,  Senator  ttom  New  York,  187,  848, 
466;  on  the  Indian  trade,  188;  on  stopping  pay  to  cer- 
tain officers,  191 ;  reports  relative  to  the  New  England 
Mississippi  Land  Company,  861 ;  offers  a  resolution  for 
an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  474;  the  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  490;  on  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, 619;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  67a 

Yahcb,  Josbph,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Ohio,  218,  877, 698;  on 
the  road  through  the  black  swamp  In  Ohio,  407;  on 
Canadian  refugees,  411 ;  on  the  road  firom  Ohio  to  Michi- 
gan, 414;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  708^ 

Yahcb,  Bobxbt  B.,  Bepresentative  firom  North  Carolina, 
608. 

Yah  Dtkb,  Nioholaa,  Senator  from  Delaware,  144,  848, 
487;  on  the  adjournment  of  the  session,  189;  reports  on 
the  Carver  grant,  858.    See  Indeo\  voL  8. 

Yak  Bxksselabb,  Solomok,  Bepresentative  frwn  New 
York,  8, 216.    See  Indees,  yoL  ^ 

Yah  Bbhssblabx,  BnpaxH,  Bep^sentative  from  New 
York,'279,  877,  692. 

Yah  Wtck,  William  W.,  Bepresentative  firom  New  York, 
818, 877, 698 ;  on  mUitary  approprUtion^  289. 

Veeeele^  registering  and  clearing,  see  Indeaa^  voL  1. 

Veto  Meetage  of  Cumberhmd  road  bill,  848. 

Vice  and  Bear  AdmiraU^'See  Index,  voL  5l 

Yidafe  Heire,  the  case  of,  278w 

YiLLiBBS,  Mabcos  db,  petition  of,  16L 

Vine  and  OUne,  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  by  an 
appropriation  of  land,  considered,  88& 

YiNTOH,  Samubl  F.,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Ohio,  508. 

Virginia  Military  Land  Claim.'-'See  Index,  vols.  4^  6. 

Virginia  Land  WarranU.^ln.  the  Senate,  a  resolution 
submitted  to  inquire  Into  the  location  of  patents  to  Bev- 
olutionary  officers  in  the  reservations  of  Kentutdcy  and 
Ohio,  166;  conditions  of  the  Yirginia  cession  in  1784, 
155;  proceeding  by  holders  of  soldiers*  warrants,  and 
of  Congress  and  Virginia,  156;  object  of  the  resolution 
is  to  sscertain  whether  the  contract  between  Yirginia 
and  the  United  SUtes  had  been  fUrly  executed,  166;  it 
had  taken  more  land  to  satisfy  these  warrants  than  had 
ever  been  antiolpatod,  155;  with  proper  information  it 
csn  be  easily  ascertained  whether  Ihmd  has  been  com- 
mitted or  Injustice  practised,  166;  debate  on,  446. 

Vote  of  a  State  for  Preaident  received  previous  to  a  declara- 
tion of  their  admission,  eee  Mieeouri. 

Vote  of  Approbation,— See  IndeBf^roL  4. 

Voiee  for  President  and  Yice-President,  counting  and  debate 
on,  116. 


Walexb,  Fxlxz,  Bepresentative  fhmi  North  Carolina,  8, 

228, 877 ;  on  the  South  Amerlesn  Provinces,  98.    See 

JtUfMD,  voLO. 
Walkbb,  Johh  W.,  Senator  from  Alabama,  14&    See  Ihdeoi, 

voL6k 
Wallaob,  Jamxb  M.,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 

See  Index,  vols.  6,  6. 
Walwobth,  Bbubxh  H.,  Bepresentative  from  New  York, 

818,877;  on  the  Indian  department,  280;  on  traaaaie- 

tions  in  Florida,  269;  on  Canadian  reftzgees,  4ia 
IToi*,  dedaratton  of  against  Great   Britain,  eee  Jndm, 

voL4 
War,  conduct  of  t^—See  Index^  vol*  & 
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Wakb,  Niobolab,  Senator  ftom  Georgia,  148, 858, 489. 

Wakfxeld,  HsmtT  B.,  Beprraentatlve  from  Maryland,  8, 
218, 877,  598;  on  the  amendment  of  the  Joomal,  09,  07; 
relatiTeto  the  Indian  department,  225;  on  resolntion^ 
respecting  Lafayette,  660;  on  the  appropriation  bill, 
707.    JSes  Indeoo,  vol  e. 

WaBhingUm^  a  Monument  to.— In  the  Honse,  a  resolution 
of  Inquiry  how  the  act  of  1799  may  be  best  accomplish- 
ed,  considered,  689 ;  prcvions  proceedings  of  Ck>ngress, 
689 ;  difficult  to  determine  whether  this  neglect  be  more 
impolitic  or  ungrateful,  639;  subjected  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  640 ;  we  need  no  monu- 
ments to  tell  us  that  Washington  lived,  640;  fhrther 
debate,  641 ;  resolution  laid  on  the  table,  64L  Bm  If^ 
deeo^  vols.  6,  6. 

WiuMfiffkm  CUy^  capture  of;  sm  /fuf ace,  toL  & 

Watsov,  Lieut,  petition  of  parents  ot,  58& 

Watnb,  Isaac,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  599. 

WxBsna,  Dakxsl,  Bepresentatlve  from  Msssachnsetts, 
592 ;  on  a  commissioner  to  Greece,  594 ;  on  costs  In  suits 
by  patentees,  606,  618;  on  an  agent  to  Greece,  608;  on 
the  Greek  cause,  641>;  on  the  duty  on  tallow,  697,  698. 
Sm  Indeaa,  voL  5. 

WeighU  and  MecuurM,  report  on,  277. 

Wbkdovsb,  Pktu  H.^  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  & 
8e^Ind«a^  vols.  5,  6b 

WttUm  Armory.^ln  the  House,  a  resolution  to  establish, 
considered,  426;  the  military  committee  divided  on  the 
subject,  426 ;  a  measure  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  west- 
em  country, 426;  how  do  the  fS&cts  stand?  426;  the 
scene  which  occurred  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
of  citizens  marching  to  meet  the  enemy  without  ums 
In  their  hands,  426;  millions  on  millions  are  expended 
on  public  establishments  on  this  side  the  mountains, 
but  nothing  on  the  other,  426 ;  shall  we  again  place  our- 
selves in  the  situation  we  were  in  during  the  late  war? 
626;  discussion  postponed,  627. 

Wui  Point  Academy.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  of  inqui- 
ry offered,  11 ;  mistake  to  suppose  the  teachers  and  ca- 
dets are  clothed  at  the  expense  of  Government,  11 ;  the 
report  states  an  item  tat  clothing,  12 ;  a  part  of  the  corpe 
of  engineers  are  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers,  12 ; 
resolution  modified,  12. 

Wut  Point  Cad€t«.^S66  Indiw^  toL  6. 

West  Indies,  Briiiah,  biU  rehitlve  to  trade  with,  206w 

WmBLWUGHT,  JoHK,  application  for  a  divorce,  870. 

WmppLB,  TaoMAB,  Jr.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, 215, 877, 591 ;  on  contingencies,  700. 

Wnrrs,  Alsxakdcs  A.,  petition  o^  488. 

Warn,  David,  Bepresentatlve  from  Kentucky,  692. 

Whits,  Phinzab,  Bepresentatlve  (h>m  Vermont,  216,  877 ; 
on  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road,  442. 

WarricAK,  Ezzkixl,  Bepresentatlve  firom  Maine,  216;  re- 
ports on  gold  coin,  87 ;  on  the  aflUrs  in  Florida,  221, 222 ; 
relative  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  224;  on  the  transactions 
In  Florida,  264.    /Sm /lufete,  vol.  6. 

WBiTMAir,  Lbmuxl,  Bepresentatlve  from  Connecticut,  592. 

WhUney'B  Paten*  Sight.— See  Indem,  voL  4 

WHTiTLaBXT,  Elibha,  Bepresentatlve  firom  Ohio,  608. 

Widatoi  and  Orphans^  pensions  to,  see  Jndeoa^  vol.  6. 

WioxuFm,  CnABLXs  A^  Bepresentatlve  from  Kentucky, 
592;  on  reUef  of  Barah  Perry,  621 ;  on  the  Tariff  bUl, 
668. 

Wnjcnreoir,  Gen.,  conduct  ot  aee  Index,  vol.  8. 

WiLUAicB,  Isaac,  Bepresentatlve  ttom  New  York,  592. 
See  Indeao,  vols.  6,  6. 

WiLLXAiis,  Jaxto,  Bepresentative  from  Ylrginla,  8, 816, 877, 
592.    See  Indeoa,  vol  Q. 

WiLUAiia,  JoHK,  Senator  fh>m  Tennessee,  187, 848 ;  on  the 


blU  fbr  the  reUef  of  Bobert  Puidy,  88&  Set  him, 
vols.  6,  6. 
WiLUAiCB,  LxwiB,  Bepresentative  firom  North  OuoBn^  1^ 
216, 877,  592;  on  military  appropriationa,  254;  reladn 
to  charges  against  Judge  Tait,  41L  See  Indn,  Tok  M 
Williams,  Thomas  H^  Senator  fimn  Ifissisaippi,  Sia.  Set 

Indeoa,  voL  & 
Williamson,  William  D.,  'Bepresentatlve  from  Hiiae,!!!, 

877;  on  the  appropriation  bill,  8881 
WiLsoir,  HxHST,  Bepresentative  from  Pennsylvaiiii,  CNL 
WiLBOir,  Isaac,  Bepresentative  from  New  York,  811 
Wilson,  Jahis, 'Bepresentative  fitnn  Penn^ylTiaii  6IL 
Wilson,  John,  Bepresentatlve  from  South  Gut)llBa,21i 

877,598. 
Wilson,  William,  Bepresentatlve  ftvm  OUo,  511 
WUneeeee,  payment  of  in  impeachment  cases,  «n  bio, 

voL& 
Wood,  Silas,  Bepresentatlve  firom  New  York,!, til, CT, 
692;  relative  to  the  South  American  Provineo,  16;  a 
the  appropriation  bill,  881.    Seelndeio^ToLt 
Woodcock,  David,  Bepreeentative  ttom  Neir  Toiifli 

877. 
Woods,  Welliam,  Bepresentative  from  New  York,  811 
WooDBON,  Bamusl  H.,  Beprescntattve  firom  Kentack;,!!^ 

877 ;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  814. 
Wooem,  Ckneral,  resolution  for  a  monameotto,iiB;  ut- 

sage  relative  to  a  monument  to,  684. 
WosMAN,  LvDWie,  Bepresentative  ttom  PennifhiBit,  S& 
Wbioht,  Bobxbt,  Bepresentative  ttom  Haiylazid,  211,(77: 
on  transactions  in  Florida,  869, 265;  on  the  propond 
adjournment,  267;  on  Sunday  mails,  269;  on  the  sff- 
render  of  Ihgltive  slaves,  896 ;  on  hostile  expediti«it, 
884 ;  on  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  river,  W\  a 
charges  against  Judge  Tait,  412 ;  on  the  snppraoatf 
public  documents,  488 ;  on  the  suppreasioii  of  thi  ilin 
trade,  468. 
WueHT,  John  C,  Bepresentfttye  ftxim  Ohio^  891 


Taaoo  CMms.—See  Indego,  voL  d 

Yeas  and  Saps.—In  the  Senate,  on  the  Qwvnaei  rf 
Florida,  171 ;  note,  171 ;  relative  to  the  bill  to  laeai 
the  charter  of  the  U.  8.  Bank,  178;  onMilwiBovs 
daim,  189 ;  on  stopping  pay  to  certain  offleen,  197,  IK 
201 ;  on  the  vaccination  bill,  906 ;  lelatire  to  dlpleiBitt 
interoourse  with  the  BonUi  American  Btstea,  W;« 
the  appointment  of  Nathan  Towaon,  812;  on  tkv 
pointment  of  James  Gadsden,  812 ;  on  the  vpftbiwat 
of  Alexander  Macomb,  812 ;  on  the  appointiDeBt  of  BtfJ 
Atkinson,  818,  214;  on  &e  petition  of  Jobs  T^* 
wright  for  a  divorce,  870 ;  on  Louisiana  land  tWa,  JIl; 
on  petiUon  of  Alexander  White,  489;  im^49;m 
building  addlttonal  sloops  of  war,  608 ;  on  roads  ia  T>»- 
Ida,  510;  on  purchase  of  a  fium  near  Wert  Potat,5U; 
on  amendments  to  the  constltation,  540;  oa  nbrri^t 
public  agent,  542 ;  relative  to  the  bill  respectinf  iiBptc 
onment  ibr  debt,  662 ;  respecting  the  court  for  tto  triii 
ofclalms,565;  on  the  biU  to  provide «iv the nmye 
roads  and  canals,  666;  on  striking  out  the  dntjoa  im 
669;  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  hemp,  57S;  relitit9» 
the  duty  on  cotton,  682;  on  wool,  588;  on  8lft.5S4: ® 
manufiustures  of  wool,  684 ;  on  duty  on  oottoo  Itt^ 
584;  on  worsted  goods,  685;  on  blankets,  595;  tatrjH 
pans,  665;  relative  to  the  Indian  fiir  trade,  SSf ; « tk 
tariff,  686;  respecting  Missouri  river,  688;  ea  Ta^ 
kins*  aooounta,  600;  on  the.Malson  Bottge giaDt.M 
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In  ih4  Soiis&.'-on  the  reaolntloii  to  admit  Mlflonri, 
40;  oa  the  reeolutlon  reUtive  to  Miasonrl,  ei ;  oa  the 
bill  fbr  the  redaction  of  the  anny,  72, 78 ;  relatiye  to  the 
Bonth  American  ProrlneeB,  99, 100;  on  the  resolution 
of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  104, 112 ;  on  the  reaoln- 
tion  of  the  Joint  Committee  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, 129 ;  relative  to  stoppage  of  pay  to  defiuUters,  199, 
200 ;  on  pensions,  200 ;  on  the  bankrupt  bill,  286 ;  on  the 
reaolntions  relatlye  U>  the  South  American  Goyem- 
montS)  806;  on  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks,  817;  on 


entering  on  the  Journal  the  declaration  of  Bobert  B. 
Garrett,  819;  relatire  to  the  appropriation  bill,  881 ;  on 
the  yetoed  Cumberland  road  bill,  845;  on  occupation  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  421 ;  on  the  resolution  rela- 
tlye to  the  suppression  of  the  slaye  trade,  469 ;  on  bill 
respecting  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,  688 ;  on  surveys 
for  roads,  665;  on  duty  on  woollens,  786;  on  the  duty 
on  sugar,  766;  note,  768;  on  the  salt  tax,  761;  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Tsxiif  bill,  761. 
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AMERICAN  ELOQUENCE: 

A  COLLECTION  OF  SPEECHES  AND  ADDRESSES,  FORENSIC  AND 

PARLIAMENTARY, 

BTTHl 

WnH  nOClUPHICAL  8Ki?rCHI8,  ILLUSTEATITE  NOTES,  AND  IN  ANALTTICAL  INDEI, 
IB-y    S*Xl.jaLM-B:    B(aCOOZl.ZI. 

2  VoU.  Royal  Svo.    EmhellUhed  with  14  Fine  PariraiU^  on  Steely  qfFamotu  American  Oraton. 
Prioe  flir  fhetwoYoliimMindltfCh,  t5;  Liliraryi^e,  $6;  lialf  mor.,  $7;  half  ealfezbm,  $6. 

"  There  were  Gyants  in  those  diys  .  .  .  mightie  men,  which  were  of  olde,  men  of  renowne." 

The  design  of  this  work  is  to  famish  a  cheap,  convenient  and  popular  Li- 
BBABY  Editioh  of  the  most  celebrated  speeches  and  addresses,  forensic  and 
parliamentary,  of  the  principal  orators  and  statesmen  of  America.  It  contains 
many  which  have  never  before  been  included  in  any  collection,  and  are  not 
readily  accessible  to  the  student  or  the  general  reader.  As  &r  as  attainable, 
specimens  of  the  eloquence  of  the  Continental  Congress  are  given,  illuBtrating 
the  principles  and  portraying  the  sufferings  of  the  men  of  the  Bevolution ;  as 
well  as  the  Debates  in  Congress,  since  the  year  1789,  under  the  present  organi- 
zation  of  the  Government.  Selections  from  the  earnest  and  able  discussions  in 
the  State  Conventions,  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  also  form  a  portion  of  the  work. 

The  collection  includes  the  Oration  of  Samuel  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, 
delivered  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1776,  now  for  the  first 
time  reprinted  in  America,  and  hitherto  almost  totally  unknown ;  all  the 
speeches  of  Patrick  Henry  ;  the  Address  to  Great  Britain  of  1775,  by  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  that  of  1774,  by  John  Jay ;  Judge  Drayton's  celebrated  charge 
to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  ;  James  Wilson's  Vindication 


of  the  Colonies,  in  1775 ;  Greneral  Joseph  Warren's  Oration  on  the.  Boston 
Massacre  ;  William  Livingston's  Speech  to  the  New  Jersey  L^islature,  1777 ; 
John  Butledge's  Speeches  to  the  South  Carolina  Assembly,  1776-1782  ;  John 
Adams'  and  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr's  Defence  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  Boston  Mas- 
sacre ;  Washington's  Inaugural  and  Farewell  Addresses ;  John  Dickinson's 
Speech,  in  1765,  before  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Assembly,  and  the 
Declaration  of  Congress  on  taking  up  arms,  1775  ;  Dr.  John  Witherspoon's 
Speeches  in  in  the  Continental  Congress,  complete  ;  Doctor  David  Ramsay's 
Oration  on  the  Advantages  of  American  Independence ;  Doctor  Benjamin 
Rush's  Address,  "  The  Revolution  is  not  over,"  1787  ;  Hamilton's  Speeches  on 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  in  the  case  of  Harry  Croswell ;  Fisher  Ames  on 
the  British  Treaty,  and  other  specimens  of  his  oratory  ;  the  speech  of  R.  Y. 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Webster's  celebrated  Reply,  as  weU  as 
many  others  of  that  distinguished  statesman's  forensic  and  parliamentary  efforts ; 
Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  and  his  Speech  <»i  tlie 
Federal  Constitution ;  the  best  Speeches  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  Selections  from  tiie 
eloquence  of  Red  Jacket,  Tecumseh,  and  other  Indian  orators.  Specimens  are 
also  given  of 


ThBODOBS  SlBOXWICK, 

Oliver  Ellsworth, 
B.  B.  Livingston, 
H.  H.  Braokxnridge, 
OxoBQB  Cabot, 
Ghristophxr  Oobb, 
GhabiiXS  Pinoknxt, 
Luthbb  Mabtin, 
Calbb  Strong, 
Elbeidgb  Gxrrt, 

GonVERNEUB    MORBIS 

Ruvns  King, 
Jahxs  Hillhousx, 
Jambs  Monbox, 
John  C.  Calhoun, 


Ubiah  Tbaot, 

WiLUAM  PiNKNBT, 

Samuxl  Dxxtxb, 
Jambs  A.  Batabd, 
R.  OooDLOB  Habpbb, 
Edwabd  Livingston, 
Harrison  Grat  Otis, 

TiMOTHT  BiGBLOW, 

John  C.  Spbncbb, 
John  Randolph, 
jobl  r.  foinsxtt, 
Hbnrt  Whbaton, 
H.  S.  Lbgabb, 
John  Sxrgxant, 
Waltbr  Jonbs, 


THBOPmLus  Pabsohs, 
Hbnbt  Leb, 
Albbbt  Gallatdt, 
William  Vans  Murbat, 
Thomas  Addis  Emmxt, 
John  Quinct  Adams, 
Db  Witt  Clinton, 
Andbbw  Jaoksoh, 
William  Wibt, 
Felix  Grundy, 
Chaitncet  Goodbich, 
William  Lowndes, 
S.  S.  Prbntiss, 
^Tristam  Burgess, 
and  niRDj  others. 


THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 
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deemed  unworthy  to  effect  it,  that  it  might  be  reserved  to  some  other  and  abler  hand,  to  extend 
this  blessing  over  the  conminnitj."  * 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  Mr.  Henry's  eloquence.  The  polls  were  opened  after  he  had  concluded 
this  speech,  and  he  was  elected :  but  he  never  took  his  seat.  His  health  had  been  declining  grar 
dually  for  two  years,  when,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1799,  he  died,  full  of  honors-^as  a  statea- 
mao,  orator  and  patriot^  unsurpassed  and  uneclipsed. 


THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION.t 


The  Preamble  and  the  two  first  sections  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Oonstitution  being  under 
oonsideration,  Mr.  Henry  thus  addressed  the 
convention  :| 

Mb.  Ohaiemar  :  The  public  mind,  as  well  as 
my  own,  is  extremely  uneasy  at  the  proposed 
change  of  government.  Give  me  leave  to  form 
one  of  the  number  of  those,  who  wish  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  reasons  of  this 
perilous  and  uneasy  situation,  and  why  we  are 
Drought  hither  to  decide  on  this  great  national 
question.  I  consider  myself  as  the  servant  of 
the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  as  a  sentinel 
over  their  rights,  liberty,  and  happiness.  I 
represent  their  feelings  when  I  say,  that  they 
are  exceedingly  uneasy,  being  brought  from 
that  state  of  full  security,  which  they  eigoy,  to 


*  Ezperienoe  hsd  tangbt  Mr.  Henry  that  in  opposing  tho 
adoption  of  the  oonstltntion,  he  hsd  misteken  the  sonroe  of 
pnbUo  danger ;  that  the  power  of  the  states  was  yet  too  great, 
In  times  of  disoord  and  war,  for  the  power  of  the  Union. 
The  oonstltntion,  moreorer,  was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  ss 
anoh,  he  had  sworn  to  obey  it  He  had  seen  It  administered 
oonsdentioasly,  and  ibr  the  good  of  the  whole ;  he  had,  sinoe 
Its  adoption,  never  leagued  himself  with  the  ihettons  which 
embarrasaed  its  operations.  With  parties,  ss  snch,  he  had 
no  connection,  and  in  this  crisis  he  could  come  forward  with 
dean  hands  to  its  sap^rt-^ AdtntnistraUdnttifWaaMngton 

t  Bo  general  was  the  oonyiction  that  f>nbllo  wellkre  re- 
quired a  government  of  more  eztensiTO  powers  than  those 
Tested  in  the  general  government  by  the  articles  of  oonfed- 
eratlon,  that  in  May,  178T,  a  convention  composed  of  dele- 
gates fi-om  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  with  the  exception  of 
Bhode  Island,  sssembled  at  Philadelphia,  to  take  the  sabject 
nndcr  consideration.  This  oonventidn  continaed  its  sessions 
with  dosed  doors  until  the  seventeenth  of  the  following 
September,  when  the  Federal  Constitatlon  was  promulgated. 
The  convention  resolved,  '*That  the  constitution  be  laid  be- 
fore the  United  BUtes,  in  Congress  sssembled,  and  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  it  should  afterwards  be 
submitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  In  each  State 
by  the  people  thereoi;  for  their  assent  and  ratifleatlon ;  **  and 
in  conformity  with  this  recommendation.  Congress,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  same  month,  passed  a  resolution  di- 
recting that  the  constitution  should  be  submitted  to  conven- 
tions, to  be  sssembled  in  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 
Tho  con  ventioDS  subsequently  sssembled,  and  the  expediency 
of  adopting  the  constitution  wss  ably  and  eloquently  dls- 
enssed. 

t  This  speech  was  delivered  in  the  Virginia  convention, 
OB  the  foorth  of  Jane,  17881 


the  present  delusive  appearance  of  things.  Be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  late  Federal  convention 
at  Philadelphia,  a  general  peace,  and  an  univer- 
sal tranquillity  prevailed  in  this  country,  and 
the  minds  of  our  citizens  were  at  perfect  re- 
pose; but  since  that  period,  they  are  exceed- 
ingly uneasy  and  disquieted.  When  I  wi^ed 
for  an  appointment  to  this  convention,  my  mind 
was  extremely  agitated  for  the  situation  of  pub- 
lic affairs.  I  conceive  the  republic  to  be  in  ex- 
treme danger.  If  our  situation  be  thus  uneasy, 
whence  has  arisen  this  fearful  jeopardy  ?  It 
arises  from  this  fatal  system;  it  arises  from  a 
proposal  to  change  our  government — ^a  propo- 
sal that  goes  to  the  utter  annihilation  of  the 
most  solemn  engagements  of  the  States — a  pro- 
posal of  establishing  nine  States  into  a  confede- 
racy, to  the  eventual  exclusion  of  four  States. 
It  goes  to  the  annihilation  of  those  solemn 
treaties  we  have  formed  with  foreign  nations. 
The  present  circumstances  of  France,  the  good 
offices  rendered  us  by  that  kingdom,  require 
our  most  fiuthful  and  most  punctual  adherence 
to  our  treaty  with  her.  We  are  in  alliance  with 
the  Spaniards,  the  Dutch,  tte  Prussians :  those 
treaties  bound  us  as  thirteen  States,  confede- 
rated together.  Yet  here  is  a  proposal  to  sever 
that  coiSederacy.  Is  it  possible  that  we  shall 
abandon  all  our  treaties  and  national  engage- 
ments? And  for  what?  I  expected  to  have 
heard  the  reasons  of  an  event  so  unexpected  to 
my  mind,  and  many  others.  Was  our  civil 
polity,  or  public  justice,  endangered  or  sapped? 
Was  the  real  existence  of  the  country  threat- 
ened, or  was  this  preceded  by  a  mournful  pro- 
gression of  events?  This  proposal  of  altering 
our  federal  government  is  of  a  most  alarming 
nature :  make  the  best  of  this  new  government 
— ^say  it  is  composed  of  any  thing  but  inspira- 
tion— you  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious, 
watchful,  jealous  of  your  liberty ;  for,  instead 
of  securing  your  rights,  you  may  lose  them  for 
ever.  If  a  wrong  step  be  now  made,  the  re- 
public may  be  lost  for  ever.  If  this  new  govern- 
ment will  not  come  up  to  the  expectation  of  the 
people,  and  they  should  be  disappointed,  their 
liberty  will  be  lost,  and  tyranny  must  and  wiU 
arise.  I  repeat  it  again,  and  I  beg  gentlemen 
to  consider,  that  a  wrong  step,  made  now,  will 
plunge  us  into  misery,  and  our  republic  will  be 
lost.  It  will  be  necessary  for  this  convention 
to  have  a  faithfiil  historical  detail  of  the  facte 
that  preceded  the  session  of  the  federal  conven- 


The  Mowing  are  a  few  from  nimy  friendly  TestimonialB : 


Fn»&  the  Ber.  Franois  L.  Hawks,  DJ>^  TiT».P. 

New  York,  Dec  2,  1857. 
Mr  DKAB  Sm : 

I  renumber  that  in  a  oonvenation  we  had 
not  long  since,  yoa  alladed  to  the  reeeiyed  opinion, 
among  our  distinguished  modem  statesmen,  that 
we  had  none  of  the  speeches  made  during  the 
ReYolution,  or  during  the  early  period  of  oar  legis- 
lative  history.  Toa  thought  the  opinion  erroneous, 
and  so  did  L 

I  have  been  looking  with  great  pleasure  over 
your  late  worlc,  "  American  Eloquence,"  and  am 
glad  to  find  tiiat  you  have  set  this  matter  right,  by 
publishing  some  of  the  speeches :  Samuel  Adams' 
oration  on  Independence,  (in  177*7, 1  think,)  Dr. 
Witherspoon's  speeches,  some  five  or  six  in  num- 
ber; Dr.  Ramsay's  and  Mr.  Drayton^s,  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  several  others,  little  known  to  the 
public,  and  now  published  in  your  book,  show  that 
our  fathers  could  talk  weU.  Everybody  knows 
that  they  could  fight  well. 

I  am  greatly  pleased  with  your  labors,  and 
earnestly  hope  our  young  men  will  carefully  read 
your  book.  They  may  catch  from  it  a  spirit  of 
genuine  patriotiraa,  as  they  learn  what  their  un- 
selfish, brave  old  fathers  said  and  did  to  secure  the 
freedom  we  enjoy. 

Pray  go  on.  and  give  us  more  elo^aence  illustra- 
tire  of  the  early  days  of  the  Repubho.    It  will  put 
the  right  feeling  in  the  hearts  of  our  young  men. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

FRANCIS  L.  HAWES. 
FaAXK  MooRK,  Esq. 

From  the  Bon.  Qeorge  Banoroft. 

Naw  Toac,  Deo.  7, 1857. 
MTDEAaSn: 

I  was  so  eager  to  see  your  work  on  American 
Eloquence,  that  I  became  the  owner  of  a  copy 


almost  on  the  venr  day  of  its  publioatioD.  Asd  I 
now  have  to  thank  you  for  the  beautiftil  vdumei 
which  youitave  been  so  good  as  to  send  me,  tod 
which  I  shall  doubly  value  for  their  intrinsic  merit 
and  as  the  evidence  of .  your  good  will  Tlicy 
came  to  me  as  a  rich  gallery  of  mental  poKniti; 
and  I  think  you  have  done  well  in  selectiDg  m 
many  speeches  that  are  of  the  utmost  political  and 
historical  interest 

Tour  volumes  are  dangerous  companions,  far 
there  is  so  much  in  Ihem  to  enga^  the  mind,  thit 
I  find  myself  hanging  over  their  pages  when  I 
ought  to  be  at  work. 

With  my  best  thanks, 
I  am  ever,  dear  sir, 
Very  truly  yours, 

GEO.  BAisrcRon. 

F&AMX  MooBS,  Esq. 


From  the  Baw.  fi.  &  Ohxpbif  2XIX,  UtIX 

Nbw  Yobk,  Dee.  11, 1857. 
MtdujiSib: 

Permit  me  to  oongratnlate  you  upon  jov 
suooess  in  3rour  new  and  veiy  valuable  work  upon 
"  American  Eloquence.'  It  will  supply  a  plseeis 
our  libraries  filled  by  no  other  book.  Every  ito- 
dent  of  our  eountry*s  annak,  and  every  lorer  of 
true  oratory,  has  reason  to  thank  you  for  a  coIIm- 
tion  so  copious  and  instructive— so  replete  with 
specimens  of  the  noblest  eloquence,  and  with  is 
teresting  facts  in  the  lives  of  men  who  have  msds 
our  history. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir, 

Yours,  respeetfidly, 


E.H.  CHAFIN. 


Tbakk  M oobjb,  Esq. 


D.  APPLETON  &  00.  also  publish  the  following  Valuable  National  Worlo, 

by  subscription,  viz : 
Bmton'a  ▲hridgmant  of  the  Debatea  in  Oongresi.     To  be  completed  in  16  vola,  tojtl 
oetavo.    Price,  $8  00  a  vol.,  cloth ;  $8  50  law  sheep ;  $4  00  hi  mor. ;  $4  60  hi  csl£ 

The  New  Amfirioan  Oyolopodia.    Edited  by  Geo.  Rxplkt  and  Obas.  A.  Dava.    To  be  eon- 

pleted  in  15  volumes,  royal  octavo.    $8  00  per  volume,  in  cloth ;  $8  60  libraiy  leitKcr 

$4  00  half  morocco ;  |4  60  half  Russia  extra. 
Barton's  03rclopflBdia  of  Wit  and  Humor.    Kow  complete  in  2  veiy  large  vols,    mnstntcd 

with  more  than  600  outs  expressly  designed  to  illustrate  the  text,  also  24  portraits  of  dtftin- 

guished  humorists.    Price,  in  cloUi,  $7  ;  library  leather,  tS. 
BsDton'a  Thirty  Teara'  View.    Gomplete  in  2  vols.,  octavo.    Price,  per  vol,  (2  6<^  elotii; 

|3  00  library,  leather.    Either  vol.  sold  separate. 

TERMS.    Csub  on  deliTery  of  tlie  vola.  su  laaued. 
pf  No  books  sent  on  commission.    Catalogues  of  our  publications  famished  gratis,  on  appliestua 


